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Sumter school board names 4 finalists

There are four finalists now 
for Sumter School District’s 
next superintendent. 

The district’s Board of  
Trustees named the four still 
in the running for the district’s 
top position late Monday at the 
end of  its regularly scheduled 
monthly board meeting at 
Bates Middle School.

The finalists include one in-
ternal candidate in adminis-
trator David Laws Jr., two ad-
ministrators in other South 
Carolina school districts — 
one from Richland County 

School District One and an-
other from Jasper County — 
and one out-of-state candidate 
from a small county in north-
eastern North Carolina.

The finalists from outside 
the district include H. MiUn-
drae Prince, executive direc-
tor of  schools for Colum-
bia-based Richland County 
School District One; Sam 
Whack Jr., deputy superin-
tendent of  administration 
and instruction in Jasper 
County School District; and 
William Wright, superinten-
dent of  Hertford County 
Public Schools based in Win-
ton, North Carolina, near the 

Virginia border. 

MORE ON EACH FINALIST
Laws currently serves as 

Sumter's director of  career 
and technical education and 
instructional technology. He 
has held the position for about 
seven years, dating back to 
2015. Before that, Laws was a 
middle school principal in 
Sumter School District and 
also Florence District Three, 
based in Lake City. He has 
also served as an assistant 
principal. According to a news 
release, he earned his Ed.D. 

1 internal superintendent 
candidate, 3 from outside 
district move to next stage

BY BRUCE MILLS
bruce@theitem.com

PRINCELAWS WHACK WRIGHT

SEE FINALISTS, PAGE A4
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SEE REZONING, PAGE A4

Morris College 
honors 114 
years of history 
during its 1st 
Charter Day

State senators, representatives and 
alumni gathered to celebrate more 
than 100 years of  innovation and ex-
cellence at Morris College’s first Char-
ter Day.

The day kicked off  at 9 a.m. Tuesday 
with the celebration and unveiling of  
the new John L. Scott Jr. Institute of  
Network Information Technology and 
Security Lab. As the theme for the 
first charter day was “Honoring the 
Past While Charting a New Course,” 
college President Leroy Staggers ex-
plained that Morris College has 
showed tremendous growth from its 
humble beginnings. Founded in 1908 
by the South Carolina Baptist Educa-
tional and Missionary Convention, 
Morris College started as a “vision” to 
provide educational opportunities to 
Black students denied of  proper edu-
cation, Staggers said. The campus 
once served as an elementary school, 
high school and college for Sumter’s 
youth. Fast forward 114 years, and the 
college is a thriving, accredited four-
year liberal arts and career-focused 
institution being recognized for 
achievements and innovations on the 
state level. 

Staggers said while there have been 
many days in the college’s history of  
significance, this day marked a “mo-
ment where Morris College takes a 
step higher” in its journey of  excel-
lence with the help of  the South Caro-
lina Institutes of  Innovation and Infor-
mation. 

Morris is one of  seven HBCUs in the 
state supported by the South Carolina 
Institutes of  Innovation and Informa-
tion, a nonprofit organization estab-
lished to support and assist the efforts 
of  South Carolina’s seven historically 
Black colleges and universities. Under 
the leadership of  Sen. John L. Scott 
Jr., D-Richland, South Carolina State 
University, Benedict College, Allen 
University, Vorhees College, Claflin 
University, Clinton College and Mor-
ris are provided funding, resources 
and network partnerships with lead-
ers in the business and philanthropic 
community.

Rep. David Weeks, along with Sens. 
Kevin Johnson and Thomas 
McElveen, and Rep. Murrell Smith 
recognized SCIII and Morris for their 
devotion to the success of  HBCU stu-

dents and presented a resolution to 
honor the college’s legacy and con-
gratulate its announcement of  the In-
stitute of  Network Information Tech-
nology and Security Lab. 

“Today is the manifestation of  power 
of  the institution to embrace innova-
tion by implementing the John L. Scott 
Jr. Institute. It is another step forward 
for this institution as the pride of  Black 

Baptist in South Carolina but also the 
pride of  Sumter,” Weeks said. “I want 
to tell Morris College that we’re proud 
of the work the college has done. It 
started out with the education of  the 
preachers and teachers, and now we’ve 
gone way beyond that.” 

Following the resolution, Radman 
Ali, chairman of  Natural Sciences and 
Mathematics and professor of  biology, 

introduced the new cybersecurity lab. 
Ali shared that money donated to the 
college was used to purchase and in-
stall $87,000 worth of  cybersecurity 
equipment, and the process of  hiring a 
faculty member specializing in cyber-
security and computer science is on-
going. Donated money was also used 

BY ALAYSHA MAPLE
alaysha@theitem.com

PHOTOS BY CAL CARY / THE SUMTER ITEM
Dr. Radman Ali, chairman of Natural Sciences and Mathematics and professor of biology, and Sen. John Scott Jr. take a look at the new 
John L. Scott Jr. Institute of Network Information Technology and Security Lab at Morris College. The Sumter college celebrated its 
114th year as an institution with a ribbon-cutting ceremony with Sen. Scott for the lab on Tuesday. The charter day event took place 
outside the Wilson-Booker Science Building on the college’s campus with a public viewing of the new cybersecurity-based classroom.

ABOVE: Sen. Scott speaks outside the Wil-
son-Booker Science Building.

RIGHT: Sen. Scott cuts the ribbon for the 
new lab on Tuesday with Sen. Kevin John-
son, D-Clarendon; Sen. Thomas McElveen, 
D-Sumter; Morris College President Leroy 
Staggers; Rep. David Weeks, D-Sumter; 
and Rep. Murrell Smith, R-Sumter.

SEE MORRIS, PAGE A5

‘Option 4’ wins out 
in 5-4 rezoning vote

In a 5-4 split vote that de-
cided a start date for imple-
mentation, Sumter School 
District’s Board of  Trustees 
approved a district-wide re-
zoning option at Monday’s 
meeting.

“Option 4” for realign-
ment of  current attendance 
zones for the district’s 24 
schools will move forward 
with implementation in a 
little more than a year in 
fall 2023 after the months-
long study, and it represents 

somewhat of  a compromise 
between the board majority 
and the Sumter community.

Initial rezoning options in 
the fall proposed moving ba-
sically half  of  the district’s 
high school students to a 
new school, and the project 
consultant created Option 4 
in January in direct re-
sponse to negative public 
feedback at in-person infor-
mation sessions in Decem-
ber.

The new option that won 
out keeps more Crestwood 

BY BRUCE MILLS
bruce@theitem.com
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Nominations are now being accepted for The Sumter Item's 
High School Teacher of  the Month, presented by Morris Col-
lege, for the month of  April.

The monthly contest acknowledges high school teachers in 
Sumter, Clarendon and Lee counties. The public is asked to 
nominate their 
favorite teachers, 
and the finalists 
will be voted on 
by the public 
after The Item 
chooses three fi-
nalists.

The winner 
will be revealed 
the fourth Wednesday of  the month, which this month will be 
April 27.

Nominate now though April 19 at 5 p.m. at www.theitem.com/
highschoolteacher, then voting will be open April 20 through 
April 26 at noon.

Any public or private school teacher who works in the 
tri-county can be nominated.

In addition to the recognition, the winner will receive a certif-
icate, swag and $50 to a local business, all courtesy of  Morris 
College.
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A free COVID-19 vaccine clinic will be 
held at R.E. Davis College Preparatory 
Academy on Thursday from 10 a.m. to 2 
p.m.

The school, located at 345 Eastern School 
Road, will offer attendees 5 and older the 
Pfizer vaccine. Those 12 and older can get 

their first, second or booster dose of  the 
Pfizer vaccie. Adults 18 and older can get 
their first, second or booster dose of  the 
Moderna vaccine or the one-shot Johnson 
& Johnson (Janssen) vaccine.

According to public health data, 61% of  
eligible Sumter County residents have at 
least one dose of  a COVID-19 vaccine in 
comparison to 76% nationally.

R.E. Davis hosting vaccine clinic Thursday

STAFF REPORT

Nominations open for Morris 
College’s April High School 
Teacher of the Month

STAFF REPORT

Per his local fans’ request, a 
Sumter native will return 
home for a book signing event 
for his two most recent re-
leases on Saturday, April 16. 

Jamie Pleas-
ant, author of  
“Unshakable 
Faith” and “A 
Seven Day 
Prayer Plan for 
Peace,” will be 
signing his latest 
works at 11 a.m. 
at Clark Law 

Firm, 22 E. Liberty St., after 
Sumter residents asked him 
to return home and discuss 
the two books that helped 
them get through hard times. 

“It’s like a homecoming for 
me, and I’m glad to be able to 
come,” Pleasant said. 

Pleasant is a 1980 graduate 
of  Sumter High School. He is 
the founder and chief  execu-
tive pastor of  New Zion Chris-
tian Church in Suwanee, 
Georgia, and he serves as the 
dean of  Graduate Education 
at Clark Atlanta University. 

According to his biography, 
Pleasant is also a tenured full 
professor of  marketing at 
Clark Atlanta University’s 
School of  Business and is the 
first faculty member in the 
university’s history to be ac-
cepted into Mensa Interna-
tional, the world’s largest and 
oldest high IQ society for indi-
viduals who have scored in 
the 98th percentile or above 
on an intelligence test. 

Pleasant is also the first Af-
rican American to graduate 
from the Georgia Institute of  
Technology with a Ph.D. in 
business management with a 
concentration in marketing in 
August 1999, according to his 
biography. He has also earned 
many honorary awards and 
degrees since. 

His most recent achieve-
ments were the releases of  
his two new books: “Unshak-
able Faith,” released in Janu-
ary, and “A Seven Day Prayer 
Plan for Peace,” released in 
February. Both are available 
on Amazon. 

“'Unshakable Faith’ is a 
book that helps you stay true 
to what God is calling you to 
do despite any obstacles that 
you might incur,” Pleasant 
said. “This book will take you 
to the next level of  comple-
tion knowing that Christ has 
given you everything that 
you’ll ever need to be success-
ful.”

While “Unshakable Faith” 
focuses on staying in touch 
with one’s faith, “A Seven 
Day Prayer Plan for Peace” 
focuses on getting through 
hard times with God’s help. 

“This is a book for someone 
who might have lost a loved 
one and still are struggling 
with finding peace and get-
ting normalcy back in their 
lives,” Pleasant said. “This 
book will begin to bring peace 
into your life. A peace that 
will allow you to rest, a peace 
that will allow you to get back 
to a homeostasis type space in 
your life.”

Sumter native returns 
home for book signing 
event on Saturday
BY SHELBIE GOULDING
shelbie@theitem.com

PLEASANT

PHOTOS PROVIDED
Thomas Sumter Academy Student Council culmi-
nated its annual community fundraising efforts on 
April 7 by packing Easter baskets and filling plastic 
eggs for Crosswell Home for Children. To date, 
TSA’s Student Council and Anchor Club have raised 
more than $4,000 for Crosswell, this year’s main, 
but not only, community-outreach focus. Through-
out February, students raised funds by thinking of 
creative ways the whole TSA “family” could spend 
money and have fun for a great cause. Students 
and faculty were able to purchase dress down, hat 
and teacher jeans passes, tutu passes (to wear on 
2/22/22), change challenges for the grades, partic-
ipation in spirited dodgeball relays in the gym and 
more. Another February community outreach 
focus for the TSA Anchor Club and Student Council 
was for the nonprofit organization Children with 
Hair Loss. Several students and teachers donated 
8-12 inches of their hair. During a dedicated event 
in the gym, the entire school looked on as tresses 
were cut for the worthy cause. 

TSA gives back to the community

Wilson Hall juniors all tied up
Wilson Hall juniors Lori Flem-
ming and Boykin Wilder par-
ticipate in the human knot 
activity during the 17th Ju-
nior Class Retreat at the Ka-
nuga Conference Center in 
Hendersonville, North Caroli-
na. The three-day retreat in-
cluded group activities, 
structured discussions and 
opportunities for enjoying 
the facilities of the confer-
ence center located in the 
mountains of North Carolina. 
Activities included mountain 
hikes, team-building exercis-
es and cooperation games.

PHOTO PROVIDED
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As part of its First Charter Day Celebration, Morris College held a ceremony to mark 
the opening of the John L. Scott Jr. Institute of Network Information, Technology and 
Security on campus. Rep. Scott, D-Richland, has been spearheading the campaign of 
the South Carolina Institutes of Innovation and Information. These institutes, estab-
lished at each of S.C.’s seven HBCUs, aim to provide students the resources and oppor-
tunities they need to solve tomorrow’s problems in growing fields.

ATLANTA (AP) — The Na-
tional Urban League released 
its annual report on the State 
of  Black America on Tues-
day, and its findings are 
grim. This year's Equality 
Index shows Black people 
still get only 73.9% of  the 
American pie white people 
enjoy.

While Black people have 
made economic and health 
gains, they've slipped further 
behind white people in edu-
cation, social justice and 
civic engagement since this 
index was launched in 2005. 
A compendium of  average 
outcomes by race in many 
aspects of  life, it shows just 
how hard it is for people of  
color to overcome systemic 
racism, the civil rights orga-
nization says.

"These numbers change so 
little and so slowly. What it 
tells me is that this institu-
tional disparity based on 
race seems to be built into 
American society," National 
Urban League President 
Marc Morial said in an inter-
view.

The index shows not only 
that the median household 
income for Black people, at 
$43,862, is 37% less than that 
of  white people, at $69,823. 
Black people also are less 
likely to benefit from home 
ownership, the engine of  
generational wealth in Amer-
ica. Census data shows Black 
couples are more than twice 
as likely as their white coun-
terparts to be denied a mort-
gage or a home improvement 
loan, which leads to just 59% 
of  the median home equity 
white households have and 
just 13% of  their wealth.

"In that area of  wealth, 
we've seen almost no change, 
none, since the civil rights 
days," Morial said. "The 
wealth disparity has gotten 
wider."

Among dozens of  health 
measures, one stands out: 
Life expectancy has declined 
slightly for African Ameri-
cans, so a Black child born 
today can expect to live to 
74.7, four years less than a 

white baby. And lifelong in-
equities loom: Black women 
are 59% more likely to die as 
a result of  bearing a child 
and 31% more likely to die of  
breast cancer. Black men are 
52% more likely to die of  
prostate cancer.

Overdoses afflict the races 
about equally, while white 
people are 55% more likely to 
drink themselves to death 
through cirrhosis or chronic 
liver disease. Among people 
15-24, white people are more 
than twice as likely to kill 
themselves, while Black men 
are nine times more likely to 
die by homicide.

Educational gaps abound: 
Black and white preschool-
ers are roughly equally pre-
pared, but the classrooms 
they enter are starkly differ-
ent. Schools with more mi-
nority students are more 
likely to have inexperienced, 
less trained and even uncer-
tified teachers. Fewer of  
these students are enrolled 
in the STEM classes that can 
lead to higher-paying jobs. 
Black students are less likely 
to graduate from college.

The index uses U.S. Justice 
Department statistics to 
chart social justice differenc-
es, noting that Black people 
have been more than twice 
as likely as white people to 
experience threats or uses of  
force during police encoun-
ters and three times more 
likely to be jailed if  arrested. 
In 2020, they were 93% more 
likely to be victims of  hate 
crimes.

Measuring civic engage-
ment, the index cites 2020 
census data showing that 

white people are about 5% 
more likely to be registered 
and to actually vote than 
Black people.

Morial chose to release the 
report in Atlanta, where a 
concentration of  historically 
Black colleges have long rep-
resented high achievement 

among African Americans, 
in part because its survey 
shows a declining faith 
among young people that vot-
ing can make a difference. 
The Urban League is re-
sponding by launching a "Re-
claim Your Vote" campaign.

"Georgia is ground zero for 

voter suppression," Morial 
said. “The legislature's ac-
tions after Jan. 6 have been 
sweeping in their aggressive-
ness to suppress the vote. 
We've got to remain resolute, 
to push back against this. We 
cannot give in. We cannot 
give up."

National Urban League finds State of Black America is grim
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and Ed.S. degrees from South 
Carolina State University. 
Laws also served 6.5 years in 
the U.S. Air Force.

Prince has also held his 
current post, executive direc-
tor of  schools in Richland 1, 
since 2015. That district is 
somewhat larger than Sumter 
with about 21,000 students. 
Sumter's enrollment is at 
14,540, as of  this spring. Be-
fore 2015, Prince served as as-
sociate chancellor for instruc-
tional support/educational 
accountability for the Educa-
tion Achievement Authority 
of  Michigan. He also has held 
administrator-level positions 
in Kansas City, Missouri, and 
with the South Carolina De-
partment of  Education, ac-
cording to the release. Prince 
has also served as a principal 
and assistant principal. He 
earned his Ph.D. in education-
al leadership and policy anal-
ysis from the University of  
Missouri and a Ph.D. in edu-
cational administration, K-12, 
from the University of  South 
Carolina.

Whack has been deputy su-
perintendent of  administra-
tion and instruction in Jas-
per County School District 
for two years. Based in Ridge-
land in the Lowcountry, Jas-
per is a relatively small dis-
trict with about 2,500 stu-
dents. Before his current 
post, Whack was the district’s 
chief  of  human resources 
and instructional services 
and secondary program spe-
cialist. Whack has also 
worked in Richland 1 as a co-
ordinator of  professional de-
velopment and school im-
provement, according to the 
release. Additionally, he 
served as an elementary and 
middle school principal for 
12.5 years. Whack earned his 
Doctor of  Education, Educa-
tional Specialist in School 
Administration, and his Mas-
ter of  Education in Integrat-
ed Educational Studies from 
Cambridge College in 
Charlestown, Massachusetts. 

The lone finalist with su-
perintendent-level experience, 
Wright is the district leader 
for Hertford County Public 
Schools in Winton, North Car-
olina, near Murfreesboro. He 
has held the post since 2015. 
The district has about 2,400 
students. Wright was also a 
superintendent of  a small dis-
trict in South Carolina — Mc-
Cormick County — for 2.5 
years. McCormick currently 
has about 600 students. Before 
that term, he served as an as-
sistant superintendent in Har-
nett County Schools in North 
Carolina. That district’s en-
rollment is about 19,000 stu-
dents. Wright also has about 
11 years of  experience as a 
principal and assistant princi-
pal. According to the release, 
he earned his Ed.D. and Mas-
ter of  School Administration 
from North Carolina State 
University. 

NEXT STEPS
Sumter's school board will 

conduct the finalist inter-
views in two weeks, from 
April 25-28, in Sumter, accord-
ing to the release.

That week, each candidate 
will spend a day in the dis-
trict. There will be a commu-
nity reception each night for 
each finalist to be followed by 
a final interview with the full 
board in executive session be-
hind closed doors.

The daily schedules for that 
week in Sumter will be re-
leased soon, according to a 
district spokeswoman. 

The board and district hope 
to announce the new superin-
tendent in early May. The 
scheduled start date for the 
next superintendent is July 1. 
Outgoing Superintendent Pe-
nelope Martin-Knox’s con-
tract ends June 30.

FINALISTS
FROM PAGE A1

High School and Sumter High stu-
dents, respectively, at their schools. 
With the vote, an estimated 32% of  
district high school students will be 
moved to a new school.

“Option 3,” the other recommended 
option from the board’s realignment 
committee, would have moved about 
51% of  high schoolers to a new school.

Trustees voting in favor of  Option 4 
to begin with the 2023-24 school year 
included board chairwoman Barbara 
Jackson, board vice chairman Frank 
Baker, who was also the committee 
chair, Brian Alston, Shawn Ragin and 
Gloria Lee.

Board members against the motion 
included Johnny Hilton, Matthew 
“Mac” McLeod, Sherril Ray and the 
Rev. Daryl McGhaney.

Hilton, the Area 4 trustee, has been 
against the project study basically 
since it began as it shifts students 

from higher-enrollment schools typi-
cally in the City of  Sumter to low-
er-enrollment schools in the county.

After public feedback in December 
and also in February, Ray and Mc-
Leod said they favored a delay or 
phased-in approach with implementa-
tion that would also allow the dis-
trict’s new superintendent to have 
some say on the implementation pro-
cess. Originally, rezoning was sched-
uled to begin next school year this 
fall, but the board never firmed up 
“open enrollment” and other issues 
that would allow exemptions for cer-
tain students.

Even though the district is down a 
little more than 2,000 students — or 
12.5% — in the last decade, discus-
sion in the process never reached the 
stage of  school consolidations, mean-
ing the closing of  low-enrollment 
schools. The district did close two 
such schools in 2018, but the plan at 
the time was to consider more clo-
sures in the future. The board even 

tried to reopen closed schools to the 
dismay and rejection of  the state edu-
cation department.

Alston was a major supporter of  re-
zoning. Rafting Creek Elementary 
School in Rembert, which is part of  
the area he represents, will grow from 
117 students to a little more than 300 
in realignment. He and Ragin are a 
voting bloc on the board, recently 
with Lee and Jackson. Baker is the 
former longtime superintendent of  
the former Sumter School District 
Two, which represented areas of  the 
county outside the City of  Sumter 
limits. That district and the city's Dis-
trict 12 consolidated in 2011. At that 
time, redrawing school zones was not 
tackled.

Even though realignment will begin 
in the 2023-24 school year, students in 
the highest grade offered at a 
grade-level school at that time — 12th 
grade, eighth grade and fifth grade — 
will not have to switch schools for 
that year.

BRUCE MILLS / THE SUMTER ITEM
About 50 members of the public attended Monday’s Sumter school board meeting at Bates Middle School in South Sumter.

REZONING FROM PAGE A1

Call (803) 774-1200 
and get started today.

It’s your world. 
Read all about it.
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MORRIS
FROM PAGE A1

Guests at Morris College’s charter day toured the new Institute of Net-
work Information Technology and Security Lab.

PHOTOS BY CAL CARY / THE SUMTER ITEM
Morris College President Leroy Staggers speaks outside the Wil-
son-Booker Science Building at Morris College on Tuesday.

to award two $7,500 scholar-
ships to junior Javier King, a 
cybersecurity major, and se-
nior Savannah Bennett, a cy-
bersecurity minor. Eight other 
students will join King and 
Bennett and be awarded $15,000 
in scholarships to assist in 
their studies to become cyber-
security professionals, Ali said. 

The two students thanked 
the college and SCIII for their 
efforts to enhance their educa-
tion. King spoke passionately 
about cybersecurity and the op-
portunities it has created for 
him. He will begin a one-month 
internship in 
May in North 
Charleston 
and will par-
ticipate in the 
first Hack-A-
Thon in No-
vember. Ben-
nett spoke 
about her 
switch to 
study cyber-
security following her transfer 
to Morris and how essential the 
program has been in getting 
her ready for the workforce. 
She will also begin an intern-
ship in May in Charleston for 
hands-on learning to protect 
the information of major cor-
porations. 

A resounding applause fol-
lowed these students’ an-
nouncements. 

To add to the excitement, 
Staggers and Blaze Fire Games 
CEO and Sumter native Isiah 
Reese announced Morris’ part-
nership with Global Imperial 
Institute, an international uni-
versity, and Blaze Fire Games, 
a digital asynchronous and 
synchronous gaming and 
E-sports career pathway pro-
vider, to offer certifications in 
areas of cybersecurity like 
video and E-sports. The part-
nership will allow the college to 
develop an E-sports education-
al innovation center to prepare 
students to potentially fill one 
of the 1.5 million jobs within 
the E-sports industry, Staggers 
said. 

King’s excitement about the 
partnership filled the new lab, 

and he expressed gratitude to 
the college for fueling his pas-
sion for cybersecurity. 

“Coming out of high school 
into college, I originally wanted 
to go into E-sports and gaming, 
so when he introduced it today, 
I got excited because now I’m 
going to come back for grad 
school because that’s what I 
originally wanted. I enjoy cy-
bersecurity, too, because it’s 
important, in high demand and 
it’s relative to E-sports,” King 
said. “It’s been really like a 
blessing to me to have people to 
work with me to enhance my 
skills in the class, especially 
when I was the only one in 
these classes as a freshman. 
The staff and my fellow stu-

dents were 
really here to 
help me.” 

Scott, Stag-
gers, Weeks, 
Ali and SCIII 
Executive Di-
rector Gwyn-
th Nelson, 
along with 
McElveen, 
Johnson and 

Smith, stood in front of the Wil-
son-Booker building to cut the 
ribbon and unveil the new lab. 
Attendees filed inside to get a 
look at the new space that will 
soon produce the cybersecurity 
professionals of the future. 
Scott said while his name is on 
the lab’s plaque, the acronym 
NITS is the most significant. 

“It’s not all about John Scott. 
It’s all about these young peo-
ple being prepared to meet the 
challenges in this world,” Scott 
said. “This is what Morris Col-
lege has chosen to do, and they 
just needed a little more help to 
move from being a small part 
of the equation to a large part 
of filling the gap in cybersecu-
rity. We hope that this lab will 
provide them the knowledge 
base and that they [future stu-
dents] want to come to Morris 
because of its contact national-
ly and internationally to take 
them across the world and see 
what the rest of the world is 
doing in terms of security.” 

Following the ribbon cutting, 
a luncheon was held in the 
Garrick–Boykin Human Devel-
opment Center to honor finan-
cial donors for their contribu-

tions to the college. 
Fifty donors were recognized 

for their donations of $10,000 or 
more to the college during its 
114 years. Two donors, Solo-
mon Jackson Jr. and James 
“Ted” Wilson Sr, whose re-
marks were given by Fran Ged-
dis, spoke about the impor-
tance of investing in the educa-
tion of HBCU students and the 
“blessing” it would be for the 
student, the college and the 
community. 

Over a decadent meal and in-
dulging conversation, donors 
chatted about the history of  
Morris and its bright future 
ahead. Staggers thanked all 
those in attendance for their 
donations, big and small, and 
their belief in the students. 

The excitement continued 
into the night with Greek 
showcases, roundtable discus-
sions and dancing in the pavil-
ion, filling the campus with 
great pride in its history and 
great hope for its future.

Location: Camp Sewee
7407 Doar Road
Awendaw, SC 29429

Ages 8-16 
Camp participants must live in Clarendon,
Lee, Sumter and Williamsburg counties.

CAMP HIGHLIGHTS: 
Marine wildlife education, 
barrier island exploration, salt 
marsh studies, birds of prey, 
character building activities 
and more!

Camp Sewee
Residential Camp

July 17-22, 2022

Dive into Summer Fun!

Registration and $50 
non-refundable fee 
due April 15.
Limited spots available.

To register, contact:
 Ricky Scott, Jr.  
   rscottj1@scsu.edu
   (803) 774-2265

219 North Washington Street
Sumter, SC 29150

Youth are required to provide a negative COVID-19 
test result* and submit the Medical Statement Form 
(completed by licensed medical personnel) in order 
to attend camp. 

*Results must be within 72 hours of camp drop-off.

character building activities character building activities 
and more!and more!

Youth are required to provide a negative COVID-19 

Camp participants must live in Camp participants must live in Clarendon,Clarendon,
Lee, Sumter and Williamsburg counties.Lee, Sumter and Williamsburg counties.

Marine wildlife education, Marine wildlife education, 
barrier island exploration, salt barrier island exploration, salt 
marsh studies, birds of prey, marsh studies, birds of prey, 
character building activities character building activities 

Registration and $50 Registration and $50 
non-refundable fee non-refundable fee 
due April 15.due April 15.

character building activities character building activities 

PUBLIC NOTICE
SUMTER COUNTY ANNOUNCES THAT IT’S VECTOR 

CONTROL DEPARTMENT WILL BEGIN SPRAYING 
OPERATIONS THE WEEK OF APRIL 18, 2022. RESIDENTS 

WHO WISH TO BE ON THE DO NOT SPRAY LIST AS WELL 
AS BEEKEEPERS ARE ASKED TO CALL VECTOR CONTROL 
AT 803-774-0044 TO MAKE SURE ALL LISTS ARE UPDATED.

THANK YOU SPONSORS

Presenting Sponsor

Platinum Sponsors

Gold Sponsors
Alston Wilkes Society-Anne Walker                        

Bank of  Clarendon
Black River Elec Coop                                        

Creech Schwartz Private Wealth Mgmt
Chuck and Sue Fienning                                     
Chal and Robin Glenn

Bryan and Shawna Hilferty                                  
The Sumter Item
Jones Chevrolet                                                

TheLINK
Shelly A. Lundberg, CPA                                      
Angus & Sue McDuffie

McIntosh Wealth Management                                     
Morris College
NHC Healthcare                                                 

Premier Tax Partners
Kay McCracken Rhoads                                     

Rotary Club of  Sumter-Sunrise

Senterprize Group                                              
Bo Shaw

Simpson’s Plaza Hardware                                  
Smith Robinson Holler

Sumter EDGE
Synovus

Thompson Construction                                      
Dr. Caryn M. West & Associates

Silver Sponsors
At Your Service Home Care, LLC

Jamie and Denise Campbell
Carolina Filters

Dr. Kay Oldhauser Davis
Farmers Telephone Cooperative

Frasier Tire Service
Cliff  & Vicki Goodwin

State Farm-Ben Griffith
Johnny Hilton

Edwin J. Kinney
Kolb & Givens, Attorneys at Law, LLC

Ronny and Harriet Lowder
Reliable Medical Equipment
Jason and Amy Stoddard

Turner’s Garage
University of  SC–Sumter

Vigier’s Computer Services
Glenn & Jurina Woodrum

Dr. & Mrs. William F. Young

Bronze Sponsors
Bowen & Associates

Mr. & Mrs. Thomas M. Bultman
Les & Margy Carpenter

Claremont Masonic Lodge 64 AFM
Steve & Kathleen Creech

William & Elyn Croft
Col. & Mrs. John Gurtcheff

Hillcrest Masonic Lodge 397 AFM
Ike and Marilyn Jenkins

Robert S. McReight
Britton & Tonya Moseley

Palmetto Family & Cosmetic Dentistry
P.G. Palmer & Company, CPAs, LLC

William H. Price

Dr. Andrena E. Ray
Stephen & Eva Marie Reynolds

Sumter Masonic Lodge 364 AFM
Harry C. Wilson Jr.

Xdos, Inc.

of Sumter Rotary Clubof Sumter Rotary Club
Thank you to all the sponsors of the 

Rotary Centennial Gala & Fundraiser.

For their generous donations toward renovating Rotary Centennial Plaza, we thank 
the Williams-Brice-Edwards Charitable Trust and the Robert Graham Foundation
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WASHINGTON (AP) — In-
flation soared during the past 
year at its fastest pace in more 
than 40 years, with costs for 
food, gasoline, housing and 
other necessities squeezing 
American consumers and wip-
ing out the pay raises that 
many people have received.

The Labor Department said 
Tuesday that its consumer 
price index jumped 8.5% in 
March from 12 months earlier, 
the sharpest year-over-year in-
crease since 1981. Prices have 
been driven up by bottle-
necked supply chains, robust 
consumer demand and disrup-
tions to global food and energy 
markets worsened by Russia's 
war against Ukraine. From 
February to March, inflation 
rose 1.2%, the biggest month-
to-month jump since 2005. 
Gasoline prices drove more 
than half  that increase.

Across the economy, the 
year-over-year price spikes 
were widespread. Gasoline 
prices rocketed 48% in the past 
12 months. Used car prices 
have soared 35.3%, though 
they actually fell in February 
and March. Bedroom furni-
ture is up 14.7%, men's suits 
and coats 14.5%. Grocery pric-
es have jumped 10%, including 
18% increases for both bacon 
and oranges.

Investors focused on a 
bright spot in the report and 
sent stock prices higher: So-
called core inflation, which ex-
cludes volatile food and energy 
prices, rose just 0.3% from 
February to March, the small-
est monthly rise since Septem-
ber. During the past year, 
though, core prices are up 
6.5%, the most since 1982.

"The inflation fire is still out 
of  control,'' said Christopher 
Rupkey, chief  economist at the 
research firm FWDBONDS 
LLC.

The March inflation num-
bers were the first to fully cap-
ture the surge in gasoline pric-
es that followed Russia's inva-
sion of  Ukraine on Feb. 24. 
Moscow's attacks have trig-
gered far-reaching Western 
sanctions against the Russian 
economy and have disrupted 
food and energy markets. Ac-
cording to AAA, the average 

price of  a gallon of  gasoline — 
$4.10 — is up 43% from a year 
ago, though it's dipped in the 
past couple of  weeks.

The acceleration of  inflation 
has occurred against the back-
drop of  a booming job market 
and a solid overall economy. 
In March, America's employ-
ers adding a robust 431,000 
jobs — the 11th-straight month 
in which they've added at least 
400,000. For 2021, they added 
6.7 million jobs, the most in 
any year on record. In addi-
tion, job openings are near re-
cord highs, layoffs are at their 
lowest point since 1968, and 
the unemployment rate is just 
above a half-century low.

The escalation of  energy 
prices, a potential threat to the 
economy's long-term durabili-
ty, has led to higher transpor-
tation costs for the shipment 
of  goods and components 
across the economy, which, in 
turn, has contributed to high-
er prices for consumers. The 
squeeze is being felt particu-
larly hard at the gas pump.

"That's an extra dollar per 
gallon that I'm paying to get 
into the city to work," Jason 
Emerson of  Oakland, Califor-
nia, said as he loaded grocer-
ies into his car. "And then, you 
know, we have the tolls that 
just went up this past year a 
dollar. My eggs are a dollar 
more as well. So everything's 
going up at least a dollar, 
which, you know, adds up.''

The latest inflation numbers 
will solidify expectations that 
the Federal Reserve will raise 
interest rates aggressively in 
the coming months to try to 
slow borrowing and spending 
and tame inflation. The finan-
cial markets now foresee 
much steeper rate hikes this 
year than Fed officials had sig-
naled as recently as last 
month.

Kathy Bostjancic, an econo-
mist at Oxford Economics, 
said she expects year-over-
year inflation to hit 9% in May 
and then begin "a slow de-
scent.'' Some other economists, 
too, suggest that inflation is at 
or near its peak. With federal 
stimulus aid having expired, 
consumer demand could flag 
as wages fall behind inflation, 

households drain more of  
their savings and the Fed 
sharply raises rates, all of  
which could combine to slow 
inflation.

But that could take time. Ro-
bust spending, steady pay rais-
es and chronic supply shortag-
es are still fueling inflation. In 
addition, housing costs, which 
make up about a third of  the 

consumer price index, have es-
calated, a trend that seems un-
likely to reverse anytime soon.

Economists note that as the 
economy has emerged from 
the depths of  the pandemic, 
consumers have been gradual-
ly broadening their spending 
beyond goods to include more 
services. A result is that high 
inflation, which at first had re-

flected mainly a shortage of  
goods — from cars and furni-
ture to electronics and sports 
equipment — has been emerg-
ing in services, too, like travel, 
health care and entertain-
ment. Airline fares, for in-
stance, have soared an average 
of  nearly 24% in the past 12 
months. The average cost of  a 
hotel room is up 29%.

U.S. inflation jumped 8.5% in past year, highest since 1981

warm, friendly atmosphere • painless experience • family oriented

5635 Broad St. Ext., 
Sumter, SC 29150
on the corner of 378 & 441

803.494.8466803.494.8466

R. Capers Lee, DMD
-MEMBER-DentalTeamofSumter.com

Thanks for voting us

3 Years in a Row!
Best Dentist OfficeBest Dentist Office

Welcome to the practice Dr. Hunter Lee!Welcome to the practice Dr. Hunter Lee!

YOUR ALL-IN-ONE TECHNOLOGY COMPANY

ftcbiz.com | 888.218.5050
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What does it take 
to be important 
in America?

M
aybe it’s the perspective a long life 
brings, but I find myself  eyeing 
with some skepticism the glut of  
“personal brands” that assault us 

every day on television, in print and through 
social media. Entertainers, celebrities, politi-
cians striving for acclaim, artists and writers 
who’ve mastered the public-relations game, 
journalists and media stars who are building 
their national profiles — all are “important” 
in terms of  the attention they garner. But are 
they actually important?

 In some ways, of  course, the question is 
impossible to answer. Each of  us has our own 

definition of  what matters 
and our own approach to 
what makes a public figure 
significant. In the end, it’s a 
subjective question — the sort 
of  exercise that makes for a 
fascinating family discussion 
or friendly debate: Who’s re-
ally important, and why? 

 My own list would start 
with some obvious choices. 
George Washington, Thomas 

Jefferson, James Madison — these men (and 
others, of  course) created the United States, 
not just as a political entity but as a set of  
ideals and political values that, over time, re-
shaped the history of  the world. Our repre-
sentative democracy, our rights and the sys-
tems and procedures that make it possible to 
function spring from their contributions. 

 I’d put some other former presidents on 
the list, too: Abraham Lincoln, for obvious 
reasons; Teddy Roosevelt, for the legacy he 
left behind in our national park system; 
Franklin Roosevelt for turning the U.S. into 
an international force for democratic values 
during World War II. From the Congress 
there’s Henry Clay and his system of  internal 
improvements, Sen. Justin S. Morrill and his 
land grant universities; and from the judicia-
ry, John Marshall, Oliver Wendell Holmes 
and many others. 

 Still, politicians are hardly the only people 
who’ve been important to this country’s 
course as a nation. Martin Luther King Jr., 
Rosa Parks, John Lewis and other civil rights 
activists and leaders confronted head on the 
inequities that were present at our founding 
and were allowed to linger — and though they 
hardly ended them, by virtue of  their courage 
and political skill they produced not only 
legal change but lasting social change. The 
same could be said for the countless Ameri-
cans — women, Latinos, gays and lesbians 
and others — who over the last half-century 
have pushed the notion that this needs to be a 
land of  opportunity for all, not just a few.

 At the same time, there’s more to U.S. his-
tory than politics and social movements. 
We’ve produced more than our share of  in-
ventors who transformed the world, often 
(though not always) for the better: Thomas 
Edison (from the lightbulb to motion pictures 
to batteries); George Washington Carver 
(plastics, laundry soap, dyes, a wide variety 
of  foods); Nikola Tesla (alternating current, 
among many other things); and a wide vari-
ety of  tech pioneers, from Grace Hopper and 
Shirley Jackson to David Packard and Steve 
Jobs. And that’s not even taking into account 
the medical researchers and pioneers, people 
like Jonas Salk, whose work measurably im-
proved the well-being of  humanity, or corpo-
rate leaders like Andrew Carnegie and Henry 
Ford.

 You can play this game for hours if  you 
wish. In the end, it all comes down to what 
you think matters. If  “importance” is purely 
a matter of  impact — for good or ill — then 
the list will be quite long. 

 But I tend to take a narrower view. In the 
end, our country, its democracy and the wel-
fare of  its citizens need constant tending; the 
long arc of  our history has pointed toward 
justice, the rule of  law, freedom of  con-
science, opportunity for all and advancement 
of  the greater good, but it requires never-end-
ing work to get there. To my mind, it’s the 
people who pursue those ideals — prominent 
and ordinary alike — who are most import-
ant. They are the ones who strive to ensure 
that we live up to our promise and who be-
long on a list of  important Americans.

 
Lee Hamilton is a Senior Advisor for the Indi-
ana University Center on Representative Gov-
ernment; a Distinguished Scholar at the IU 
Hamilton Lugar School of  Global and Interna-
tional Studies; and a Professor of  Practice at 
the IU O’Neill School of  Public and Environ-
mental Affairs. He was a member of  the U.S. 
House of  Representatives for 34 years.

Lee Hamilton
Jesus Christ is risen, as He said

I
n honor of  this coming Res-
urrection Sunday, I want to 
bring this thought, “Jesus 
Christ is Risen, as He Said,” 

and my text is Matthew 28:5-7, 
where we read these words, “And 
the angel answered and said unto 
the women, Fear not ye: for I 
know that ye seek Jesus, which 
was crucified. He is not here: for 
he is risen, as he said. Come, see 
the place where the Lord lay. 
And go quickly, and tell his disci-
ples that he is risen from the 
dead; and, behold, he goeth be-
fore you into Galilee; there shall 
ye see him: lo, I have told you.” 
(KJV) Not only had Jesus Christ 
arose bodily from the dead, but 
he arose “as He said” He would. 
This brings out that the Lord al-
ways does what He says He will 
do, and that is why the utmost 
confidence can be put in His 
Word. 

This week is referred to as 
“Passion Week” that leads up to 
Resurrection Sunday. As Jesus 
Christ said He would, He was 
“lifted up” or crucified on a 
Roman cross so that He could be 
every sinner’s substitute for sin 
and give eternal life to all who re-
ceive Him as their Savior. In 
John 3:14-16, the Lord Himself  
declared to Nicodemus, “And as 
Moses lifted up the serpent in the 
wilderness, even so must the Son 

of  man be lifted up: That whoso-
ever believeth in him should not 
perish, but have eternal life. For 
God so loved the world, that he 
gave his only begotten Son, that 
whosoever believeth in him 
should not perish, but have ever-
lasting life.” (KJV) 

After the Lord 
Jesus died, He 
was taken down 
from the cross 
and placed in a 
tomb provided 
by Joseph of  
Arimathea. The 
Lord dismissed 
His spirit to the 
Father, proba-
bly when the 

Passover lamb was slain on 
Wednesday evening, and then 
He was placed in the tomb 
where His body would remain 
for three days and three nights 
as Matthew 12:40 states, “For as 
Jonas was three days and three 
nights in the whale's belly; so 
shall the Son of  man be three 
days and three nights in the 
heart of  the earth.” (KJV) The 
Lord’s body remained in that 
tomb Thursday and Thursday 
night, Friday and Friday night, 
Saturday and Saturday night, 
and then He arose early on Sun-
day morning. His crucifixion 
and His entombment was exact-

ly “as he said” it would be. 
Now it’s Sunday morning, and 

Matthew 28:1 says, “In the end 
of  the sabbath, as it began to 
dawn toward the first day of  the 
week, came Mary Magdalene 
and the other Mary to see the 
sepulchre.” (KJV) These women 
came to see the body of  the 
Lord, but He “was not there!” 
These women heard, “Fear not 
ye: for I know that ye seek 
Jesus, which was crucified. He 
is not here: for he is risen, as he 
said. Come, see the place where 
the Lord lay.” I’m reminded of  
the hymn “He Lives,” and it 
goes like this, “I serve a risen 
Savior, He’s in the world today. I 
know that He is living whatever 
men may say! I see His hand of  
mercy. I hear His voice of  cheer. 
And just the time I need Him, 
He’s always near! He lives! He 
lives! Christ Jesus lives today! 
He walks with me and talks 
with me along life’s narrow 
way! He lives! He lives! Salva-
tion to impart! You ask me how 
I know He lives? He lives within 
my heart!” 

Joey Durham is pastor at Open 
Bible Baptist Church at 180 Old 
Manning Road in Sumter. You 
can contact Pastor Durham at 
durham.joey@yahoo.com or call 
the church office at (803) 481-9315.

Joey Durham

COMMENTARY

Glenn 
Mollette

Moderation, balance and rigid flexibility

M
ost doctors will en-
courage their pa-
tients to not over-
drink alcohol. Too 

much might cause you to fall and 
impairs an individual’s ability to 
make good decisions or drive an 
automobile. 

Going on a binge of  anything 
may not be a positive decision. 
Giving up food for a day will 
make you sluggish and probably 
irritable. Eating a buffet usually 
brings regret. Going to the gym 
to work out for three hours will 
just zap you for the rest of  the 
day. Working 29 days out of  the 
month will make you more 
money, but when will you be able 
to enjoy what you’ve earned? We 
need fruit and vegetables every 
day, but you can overdo fiber. 
How much time do you have to 
keep so many relationships 
going? The Bible says a man of  
too many friends will soon come 
to ruin. 

There are lots of  scenarios of  
too much. You can play too 
much, work too much, party too 
much, spend too much and even 
save too much. You can spend 
your life searching for love and 
being in and out of  love. In the 

end, you are exhausted and 
drained. You can spend too much 
time in church and doing reli-
gious kinds of  things. What good 
are you to the world and others if  
all you ever do is sit in church? 
Faith must be fleshed out and put 
into practice. The basketball 
team wants to do more than just 
practice seven days a week. The 
exhilaration comes in playing the 

game. 
You don’t want 

to spend your 
life reading 
about the ocean. 
You want to go 
and see and 
swim in the 
ocean. You don’t 
want to spend 
your life cooking 
in the kitchen. 

You would like to 
sit and savor some of  the deli-
cious food from the kitchen. 

Life is about participating as 
much as you can, when you can 
and as you are able. We all have 
limitations, but we hope and 
dream. The hopes and dreams 
keep us going and trying. When 
we lose these, it’s easy to give up. 
The cancer patient hopes for a 

cure and hangs on.
Moderation is the key to most 

of  life. Work some, play some, 
love some, help others some, cul-
tivate your faith, friends, family 
and diversify your diet. Yes, in-
clude fruit and vegetables and 
some exercise. Watch some tele-
vision and news, but don’t live in 
front of  the television. Most of  
the news is bad. The cable news 
channels and evening news are 
filled with the bad things of  the 
day. Obviously bad news is what 
makes money. 

If  you work 50 hours a week, 
then take stock of  your blessing 
to have a job. Consider how you 
might do your work better and 
more effectively to help your em-
ployer and fulfill yourself. 

Give some thought to aiming 
for balance in your life. A bal-
anced tire always rides better. 
When possible, practice modera-
tion in all things, and try to uti-
lize rigid flexibility. An inflexible 
life will eventually break. 

 
 Dr. Glenn Mollette’s column is 
published weekly in over 600 pub-
lications in all 50 states. Contact 
him at GMollette@aol.com. Learn 
more at www.glennmollette.com.



WEATHER

TODAY’S 
SOUTH 
CAROLINA 
WEATHER
Temperatures shown on map are 
today’s highs and tonight’s lows.
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LAKE LEVELS SUN AND MOON

TIDESRIVER STAGES

Temperature

Precipitation

  Full 7 a.m. 24-hr
Lake pool yest. chg

  Flood 7 a.m. 24-hr
River stage yest. chg AT MYRTLE BEACH

 High Ht. Low Ht.

City Hi/Lo/W Hi/Lo/W City Hi/Lo/W Hi/Lo/W City Hi/Lo/W Hi/Lo/WCity Hi/Lo/W Hi/Lo/W

Weather(W): s–sunny, pc–partly cloudy, c–cloudy, sh–showers, t–thunderstorms, r–rain, sf–snow fl urries, sn–snow, i–ice
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TODAY

Partly sunny and 
breezy

82°

SUNDAY

Mostly cloudy, a 
stray t-storm

73° / 54°

N 4-8 mph

Chance of rain: 40%

SATURDAY

An afternoon 
thunderstorm

79° / 57°

S 4-8 mph

Chance of rain: 60%

FRIDAY

Mostly sunny and 
beautiful

75° / 53°

NE 7-14 mph

Chance of rain: 25%

THURSDAY

A t-storm around in 
the p.m.

82° / 56°

SW 8-16 mph

Chance of rain: 40%

TONIGHT

Mostly cloudy and 
mild

62°

S 6-12 mph

Chance of rain: 5%

SSW 10-20 mph

Chance of rain: 5%

High   82°
Low   55°
Normal high   74°
Normal low   49°
Record high   89° in 1999
Record low   32° in 1989

24 hrs ending 2 p.m. Tue.   trace
Month to date   3.15"
Normal month to date   1.32"
Year to date   13.05"
Last year to date   13.79"
Normal year to date   12.24"

SUMTER THROUGH 2 P.M. TUESDAY

Murray 360 358.23 -0.10
Marion 76.8 75.85 +0.06
Moultrie 75.5 74.37 -0.02
Wateree 100 96.68 -0.54

Black River 12 9.52 +0.10
Congaree River 19 4.03 -1.85
Lynches River 14 9.23 +0.02
Saluda River 14 3.58 -1.39
Up. Santee River 80 78.92 none
Wateree River 24 10.62 -6.08

Sunrise 6:54 a.m. Sunset  7:52 p.m.
Moonrise 4:47 p.m. Moonset 5:25 a.m.

Full Last

Apr. 16 Apr. 23

New First

Apr. 30 May 8

Today 7:10 a.m. 2.9 1:38 a.m. 0.4
 7:43 p.m. 2.9 2:07 p.m. 0.3
Thu. 7:57 a.m. 3.0 2:30 a.m. 0.1
 8:28 p.m. 3.1 2:51 p.m. 0.0

Asheville 76/59/c 67/44/t
Athens 82/61/pc 75/52/t
Augusta 83/62/pc 80/57/t
Beaufort 82/66/pc 83/62/c
Cape Hatteras 74/68/pc 75/60/pc
Charleston 80/65/pc 83/63/c
Charlotte 82/64/pc 76/54/t
Clemson 78/62/pc 75/51/sh
Columbia 82/64/pc 82/59/t
Darlington 81/64/pc 82/56/t
Elizabeth City 82/64/pc 81/55/t
Elizabethtown 83/65/pc 84/59/t
Fayetteville 85/65/pc 82/58/t

Florence 83/65/pc 82/61/c
Gainesville 84/64/pc 85/64/c
Gastonia 79/63/pc 74/50/t
Goldsboro 84/65/pc 83/56/t
Goose Creek 79/66/pc 82/63/c
Greensboro 80/61/pc 73/52/t
Greenville 79/61/pc 75/51/t
Hickory 79/62/c 75/49/t
Hilton Head 75/67/pc 76/66/c
Jacksonville, FL 82/63/pc 85/63/c
La Grange 80/61/pc 75/49/t
Macon 85/61/pc 79/56/t
Marietta 79/62/pc 73/50/t

Marion 78/61/c 71/46/t
Mt. Pleasant 76/67/pc 78/66/c
Myrtle Beach 77/66/pc 77/63/c
Orangeburg 80/64/pc 79/61/t
Port Royal 79/67/pc 79/64/c
Raleigh 84/64/pc 80/52/t
Rock Hill 79/63/pc 74/52/t
Rockingham 82/64/pc 80/54/t
Savannah 81/65/pc 83/63/c
Spartanburg 79/62/pc 72/51/t
Summerville 79/65/pc 82/62/c
Wilmington 80/65/pc 82/61/pc
Winston-Salem 79/64/pc 74/52/t

 Today Thu.  Today Thu.  Today Thu.

Atlanta 79/63/pc 74/54/t
Chicago 70/39/t 52/38/pc
Dallas 83/50/pc 79/61/pc
Detroit 72/49/t 57/42/pc
Houston 85/63/t 85/63/pc
Los Angeles 70/51/s 72/52/s
New Orleans 82/65/t 79/65/t
New York 68/60/pc 78/52/t
Orlando 86/67/pc 88/69/pc
Philadelphia 80/64/pc 82/53/t
Phoenix 76/54/s 85/59/s
San Francisco 59/50/pc 61/52/r
Wash., DC 82/66/pc 75/50/t

 Today Thu.

IN THE MOUNTAINS

Today: Breezy and warm with clouds and 
sun. Winds south 10-20 mph.
Thursday: Breezy with a couple of show-
ers. Winds southwest 10-20 mph.

ON THE COAST

Today: Breezy with clouds and sun; humid 
in southern parts. High 74 to 82.
Thursday: Some brightening in central 
parts; cloudy elsewhere. High 76 to 83.

79/62
79/61

79/62

82/64

81/64
83/65

77/66

82/62

80/65

80/65

81/64

Sumter Animal 
Control’s Ollie is 
adorable with a 

Sweet and lov-
ing, Bree is pa-
tiently waiting to 
be adopted at 
Sumter Animal 
Control

SUMTER ANIMAL CONTROL PETS OF THE WEEK

PUBLIC AGENDA

ARIES (March 
21-April 19): 
Welcome 
inevitable 
changes, and 

find a way to make them work for 
you. Be bold, but use common sense 
to ensure that you don't make 
decisions for the wrong reason. 
Channel your energy and emotions 
into something positive. 3 stars

TAURUS (April 20-May 20): Mingle, 
participate and share your thoughts. 
Be part of the solution, and you'll 
bring about positive change. Remain 
calm, regardless of how others 
behave, and your input will 
encourage others to take the high 
road. 5 stars

GEMINI (May 21-June 20): Do what 
you say. Refuse to get thrown in with 
a group of troublemakers who say 
one thing and do another. Gather 
facts before you get involved in 
anything that can cost you financially 
or ruin your reputation. 2 stars

CANCER (June 21-July 22): Call on 
people you trust, you'll get great 
advice. Anger won't help or 
encourage others to side with you. Be 
specific, talk openly and work 
alongside those trying to reach similar 
goals. Romarnce is encouraged. 4 stars

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22): Take care of 
responsibilities first. How you handle 
work, money and getting along with 
others will help you achieve positive 
results. Contribute goodwill and 
sound ideas. Dismiss negativity and 
anger. Success will come your way. 3 
stars

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22): 
Conversations will disclose facts and 
help you decipher what you can do to 
improve situations in your life that 
cause you grief. Wipe your slate clean, 
focus on doing what's right and best 
for you and those you love. 3 stars

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22):  Having your 
feet planted firmly on the ground will 
help you dismiss anyone using 

manipulative tactics. Know what you 
want, and don't budge until you feel 
good about what transpires. 3 stars

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21): The 
sweetest revenge is your success. 
Don't waste time being angry. Paying 
attention to who you are, what you 
want and how to improve will help 
you get ahead. Personal growth is 
favored. Romance is encouraged. 4 
stars

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21): 
Listen carefully and respond 
responsibly. Refuse to let emotions 
spin out of control, leaving you in a 
no-win situation. Protect your health, 
wealth and emotional well-being. Dig 
in, do something constructive. 2 stars

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19): An 
unexpected investment will pay off. 
Celebrate with someone who brings 
out the best in you. A positive change 
at home will encourage you to 
promote healthy life decisions. It's OK 
to do things differently. Love is 
favored. 5 stars

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18): Stay on 
course. Don't make unnecessary 
changes or alter how you do things 
because someone else prompts you 
to. Do what feels comfortable and is 
reliable. Take ownership of your life 
and happiness. 3 stars

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20): Spend 
time pampering yourself and 
updating your look or how you 
handle situations. Use intelligence 
and intuition to bring about positive 
change that adds to your confidence. 
Let your intentions be known, and 
put your plans in motion. 3 stars

1 star: Avoid conflicts; work behind 
the scenes. 2 stars: You can 
accomplish, but don't rely on others. 
3 stars: Focus and you'll reach your 
goals. 4 stars: Aim high; start new 
projects. 5 stars: Nothing can stop 
you; go for gold.

EDITOR'S NOTE: Due to the ongoing COVID-19 pandemic, 
some meetings/events may be cancelled, rescheduled or 
held virtually.

BISHOPVILLE CITY COUNCIL CALLED MEETING
Today, 5:30 p.m., Colclough Building, 109 E. Council St., Bishopville

SUMTER COUNTY VOTER REGISTRATION / ELECTION COMMISSION
Thursday, 5:30 p.m., registration / election office, 141 N. Main St.
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TOP: Bree is the sweetest thing. She begs for attention from the volunteers and loves head scratches and 
belly rubs. This cutie is full of energy, so she would enjoy a fenced yard to run around all day. She would 
also do well with a furry friend. Bree is a very nice, loving dog. She will make some family a great pet. Bree 
weighs 50 pounds and is 2-4 years old. This gal has been overlooked and has watched her friends get cho-
sen one by one for their new homes. Bree is still patiently waiting. 

BELOW: Ollie is adorable. This handsome fella is so photogenic. We can’t believe he has been in the shelter 
for months with no applications. He weighs 58 pounds and is 2 years old. Ollie has a happy personality 
and his tail is always wagging. Ollie enjoys walking with the volunteers and also playing in the yard with 
the other dogs. This sweetie would like a new family to show him the love he has been missing. 

If you’re interested in meeting Bree or Ollie at Sumter Animal Control, 1240 Winkles Road, call (803)774-
3232 or email rescuesumtersc@gmail.com. As with all of our adoptable pets, a spay or neuter agreement 
is required, and it is strictly enforced. Proof of spay/neuter after adoption will be required. We have many 
other adoptable pets as well as animals who were found and are waiting for their owners to claim them. 
Check Sumter Animal Control on Facebook.

SUMTER ANIMAL CONTROL 
NEEDS YOUR HELP. We  are 
looking for people to walk dogs, 
foster or help with transport. We 
desperately need 9 a.m. Monday 
– Friday walkers. Message us if 
interested. Must be at least 18 
years old. Don’t have extra time 
to be a volunteer? We gladly 
accept donations of the following: 
newspapers, puppy pads, canned 
and dry puppy food, paper towels, 
Clorox wipes and heavy duty 
slip leashes. You can also donate 
from our Amazon Wishlist under 
Saving Sumter’s Strays at https://
www.amazon.com/gp/registry/ 
wishlist/10Q422KA0MI19. All 
donations go toward helping 
Sumter County dogs. Our all-
volunteer organization is making 
a big di� erence in the lives of so 
many homeless pets. Please help us 
continue to save animals.

The last word 
in astrology
EUGENIA LAST

SUPPORT GROUPS
EDITOR'S NOTE: Due to 
the threat of  COVID-19, 
some of  the following events 
may be cancelled or resched-
uled unexpectedly.

AA, AL-ANON, ALATEEN: 
AA — Monday-Friday, noon 
and 5:30 p.m.; Saturday, 7 
p.m.; Sundays, 10:30 a.m. and 
7 p.m., 1 Warren St., (803) 775-
1852. 

AA Women's Meeting — 
Wednesdays, 7 p.m., 1 Warren 
St., (803) 775-1852. 

AA "How it Works" Group — 
Mondays and Fridays, 8 p.m., 
1154 Ronda St., (803) 494-
5180. 

441 AA Support Group — Mon-
days, Tuesdays and Fridays, 8 
p.m., Hair Force, 2090-D S.C. 
441. 

C/A "Drop the Rock" Group — 
Thursdays, 9:30 p.m., 1154 
Ronda St., (803) 607-4543. 

Al-Anon "Seekers of Serenity" — 
Mondays, 7 p.m., 1 Warren 
St., (803) 720-1747

MONDAY MEETINGS: 
Sumter Vitiligo Support Group — 
Second Monday, 5:45-6:45 
p.m., North HOPE Center, 904 
N. Main St., (803) 316-6763. 
The group is on Facebook. 

TUESDAY MEETINGS: 
Celebrate Recovery — Tues-
days, 6:45 p.m. coffee/snacks, 
7 p.m. meeting, Alice Drive 
Baptist Church, Studio 4.3 
(youth building), 1305 Loring 
Mill Road. For help with 
struggles of addictions, fami-
ly problems, anxiety, etc.

Heroin Anonymous — Tues-
days, 9:30-10:30 p.m., 4742 
Broad St., (803) 494-5180.

Sumter Connective Tissue Sup-
port Group — First Tuesday of 
January, March, May, July, 
September and November, 7 
p.m., 180 Tiller Circle, (803) 
773-0869. 

Sumter Combat Veterans Group 
Peer to Peer — Tuesdays, 11 
a.m., South HOPE Center, 
1125 S. Lafayette Drive. Veter-
ans helping veterans with 
PTSD, coping skills, claims 
and benefits.

"The Gathering" — Second 
Tuesday, 5:30-6:30 p.m., North 
HOPE Center, 904 N. Main St. 
For teens and adults with 
special needs. Call (803) 972-
0051 or (803) 468-5745. Email 
thegathering23@aol.com.

Sumter Amputee Prosthetic Sup-
port Group — Second Tuesday, 
5:30 p.m., Prisma Health Tu-

omey Hospital (private dining 
room next to cafeteria), 
SAPSG@yahoo.com. 

Sumter Chapter Parents of Mur-
dered Children (POMC) — Third 
Tuesday, 5:30-7 p.m., Birnie 
HOPE Center, 210 S. Purdy St. 
Open to anyone who has lost 
a loved one to murder in a vi-
olent way. 

Mothers of Angels (for mothers 
who have lost a child) — Third 
Tuesday at 6 p.m., Wise Drive 
Baptist Church, (803) 469-
6059, (803) 979-4498 or (803) 
316-4506. 

EFMP Parent Exchange Group — 
Last Tuesday, 11 a.m.-noon, 
Airman and Family Readiness 
Center. Support to service 
members who have a depen-
dent with a disability or ill-
ness. Call Dorcus at (803) 895-
1252/1253 or Sue at (803) 847-
2377. 

THURSDAY MEETINGS: 
TOPS S.C. No. 236 (Take Off 
Pounds Sensibly) — Thursdays. 
For information, call Cather-
ine at (803) 469-5733 or Pam 
at (803) 775-8800. 

Alzheimer's Support Group 
through S.C. Alzheimer's Associ-
ation — First Thursday, 6-8 
p.m., National Health Care, 
1018 N. Guignard Drive, (803) 
905-7720 or the Alzheimer's 
Association at (800) 636-3346. 

Journey of Hope (for family 
members of the mentally ill), 
Journey to Recovery (for the 
mentally ill) and Survivors of 
Suicide Support Group — Each 
group meets every first 
Thursday, 7 p.m., St. John 
United Methodist Church, 136 
Poinsett Drive, (803) 905-5620.

FRIDAY MEETINGS: 
Celebrate Recovery — Fridays, 
6 p.m. dinner, 7 p.m. program, 
Salt & Light Church, 360 Mill-
er Road. For help with strug-
gles of addictions, family 
problems, etc.

SATURDAY MEETINGS: 
Reflex Sympathetic Dystrophy/
Complex Regional Pain Syn-
drome Support Group — Third 
Saturday, 1:30 p.m., 3785 
Blackberry Lane, Lot 7, (803) 
481-7521.

SUNDAY MEETINGS:
Sumter MS Support Group — 
First Sunday, 3 p.m., Wise 
Drive Baptist Church fellow-
ship hall, 2751 S. Wise Drive, 
(803) 481-5344 or (803) 464-
6440. Email I.am.me.not.ms.@
gmail.com or msmiles013@
gmail.com.

31 West Wesmark Blvd. 
Sumter, SC

803-774-2100 

Brown’sBrownBrown“Where Quality Matters”

Furniture & Bedding

BrownsFurnitureSumter.com
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If you make your way to 
a Laurence Manning la-
crosse game, you might 

notice the long brunette hair 
that trails the helmet of  their 
goalkeeper.

In a sea of  boys, Cassandra 
Schuessler stands in net, 
ready to face the oncoming 
offense.

“It wasn’t bad as you 
think,” Cassandra said. 
“They're a lot more open 
than I thought they would be. 
There are no sexist or misog-
ynist comments in these 
teams. There was no real 
hard transition for the boys 
to even ac-
cept me. 
Sure, a little 
talk but 
nothing 
bad, just cu-
riosity.”

Cassan-
dra is the 
lone girl on 
Laurence 
Manning’s 
boys la-
crosse team, 
but she 
doesn’t see 
herself  as 
an outsider. 
That being 
said, there 
are a few differences for the 
Swampcat goalkeeper.

“I can't really relate to 
some of  the injuries that my 
male counterparts have every 
now and then,” Cassandra 
joked.

As for game prep, “They go 

to the locker room; I go to my 
car."

THE EARLY DAYS
While Cassandra may seem 

like an outlier, she’s been 
with the program since its in-
ception four years ago. She’s 
seen the ups and the downs 
of  starting a new program, 
especially in a niche sport 
like lacrosse.

Like most of  her team-
mates back in 2019, Cassan-
dra had never played lacrosse 
when LMA decided to add the 
program. She mostly played 
because she wanted some-
thing to do after deciding to 
end her cheerleading career.

Cassandra didn’t grow up 
playing 
sports, but 
when her 
brother, 
Shaw, invit-
ed her to 
pick up a 
new sport 
with his 
friends, she 
jumped on 
board.

“He was 
more into it 
than me,” 
Cassandra 
said. “It's 
funny how 
the majori-
ty of  the 

people who first joined were 
juniors at the time. It was 
just a big group of  friends 
that was like, ‘I’ll join if  you 
join it.’ One of  those people 
was my brother, so I got 
dragged into it.”

Having Shawn around was 

a boon for Cassandra. She 
had someone to learn the 
sport with and, as she transi-
tioned to goalkeeping, she 
had someone to constantly 
fire shots in her direction.

“It felt like having a back-
board because I had someone 
I could be comfortable with 
and mess around with when 
everyone else, I didn't know, 
except for like two other 
eighth-graders at the time. It 
just helped me stay stable 
with the team,” Cassandra 
said. “It definitely helped me 
improve, especially when I 

started goalie.
Laurence Manning barely 

had enough players for just a 
boys team. Luckily, she 
wasn’t the only girl on that 
initial team. 

“I had girls that I knew I 
could at least relate to," she 
said. "It didn't feel like I stuck 
out so much like a sore 
thumb. It was a nice back-
board, just like my brother, 
just a different flavor.”

That first season came with 
its own set of  challenges. 
Most of  the team had never 
held a lacrosse stick before.

“Both of  my coaches were 
afraid for their safety. They 
thought they would need to 
wear a helmet by how bad we 
were passing the ball. It defi-
nitely started out really 
rough,” said Cassandra with 
a laugh. “There was no ex-
pectation for you to be good 
immediately because no one 
else had that experience ex-
cept for three people, so it 
was nice to grow with our 
team. I think it really helped 
all the team bond for each 

BY TIM LEIBLE 
tim@theitem.com

PHOTOS BY CAL CARY / THE SUMTER ITEM
Laurence Manning’s Cassandra Schuessler plays for the boys lacrosse team, but she doesn’t see herself as the one girl on a field of guys. She just sees 
herself as the LMA goalkeeper.

LMA’s Schuessler 
making an impact on 
boys lacrosse team

Power Power 
of the of the 
girlgirl

To watch a video with 
Schuessler, hover your phone’s 
camera over the code and click 
on the notification that pops up.

Laurence Manning’s Cassandra Schuessler joined the Swampcat lacrosse program when it started back in 
2019, learning the sport with her brother, Shawn.

‘They’re a lot more 
open than I thought 
they would be. There 
are no sexist or 
misogynist comments 
in these teams.’
CASSANDRA SCHUESSLER

On being a girl playing boys 

lacrosse

SEE GRIND, PAGE B3

BankofClarendon.bank

Dream Big
Bank Local
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Baron baseball wins region with 
6-4 win over Laurence Manning

AREA ROUNDUP

The Wilson Hall baseball 
team secured the Region II-3A 
title with a 6-4 win over Lau-
rence Manning on Monday.

After rough weather last 
week pushed their series fina-
le to Monday, the Barons 
found enough offense late to 
take down their longstanding 
rivals.

Wilson Hall hit the ground 
running, putting up three 
runs in the top of  the first. 
Laurence Manning quickly 
chipped away at that lead with 
a run in the bottom of  the in-
ning, before putting up two 
more in the second.

The game stayed locked at 
3-3 until the fifth, when each 
team managed to push a run 
across to keep the game tied.

Wilson Hall finally broke 
away in the seventh, scoring 
twice. The game-winning run 
came across as a wild pitch 
from Cam Branham got away 
from catcher Austin Ged-
dings.

Dylan Jones earned the 
win, pitching five excellent in-
nings in relief  of  Jes 
Schewdler. He allowed just 
one unearned run on three 
hits, striking out three. 

Offensively, Clark Kinney 
went deep for the Barons, fin-
ishing the night with three 
hits and two runs scored. 
Schwedler added two hits and 
an RBI, Blake Van Patten 
drove in a run and scored 
once, while Tyler Jones had 
two hits and scored twice.

Branham took the loss for 
LMA, allowing two unearned 
runs on one hit in an inning 
of  work. Bryce Acord allowed 
three runs in two innings, 

though only one run was 
earned. Jackson Clemmons 
pitched four innings, surren-
dering one run on three hits 
with four strikeouts.

LMA had just six hits, half  
of  which came from Tyler 
June. Joe Wilson drove in a 
run for the Swampcats in the 
loss.

SUMTER 18 
CRESTWOOD 3

The Sumter baseball team 
cruised to an 18-3 win over 
Crestwood in three innings on 
Monday.

Sumter got out to a hot start 
with eight runs in the first, 
adding a run in the second 
and nine in the third to finish 

the win. All three of  Crest-
wood’s runs came in the sec-
ond.

Sumter collected 10 hits in 
the win, taking advantage of  
four Crestwood errors and six 
walks.

Debose Rembert led the 
Gamecocks with two hits, two 
runs scored and three RBIs. 
Carson Todd added a pair of  
hits, two runs scored and two 
RBIs. Sam Ackerman and 
Pate Merchant each drove in a 
pair.

Bryce Coulter earned the 
win, allowing three unearned 
runs. He didn’t surrender a 
hit and struck out six. Chase 
Denton pitched one hit-less 
frame with a strikeout.

SOFTBALL

SUMTER 4 
MANNING 2

The Sumter softball team 
used three runs in the seventh 
to take down Manning 4-2 on 
Monday.

Pitchers ruled the evening 
for most of  the night. 
Through the first five innings, 
a single run from Manning 
was the only run on the score-
board. Sumter eventually tied 
the game in the sixth before 
pushing three runs across in 
the seventh. Manning came 
back with a run in the bottom 
of  the frame, but couldn’t ex-
tend the game into extras.

Peyton Morris went deep 

for Sumter in the seventh, 
leading the team with a pair 
of  RBIs and three hits. Hanah 
DuRant added an RBI for the 
Lady Gamecocks.

Lily Morris earned the win, 
allowing two runs on four hits 
in six innings of  work. She 
struck out eight and walked 
four. Lillie Ivey earned the 
save, pitching one scoreless 
inning and allowing one hit.

Sadie Johnson suffered the 
loss for Manning. Only one of  
the four runs she allowed was 
earned in a complete game 
performance. She allowed 
nine hits, walked one and 
struck out four.

Marleigh Jones had two hits 
and drove in a run for Man-
ning, while Kaylie Watford 
added an RBI and Diamond 
Dundy added two hits.

EAST CLARENDON 20 
LAKE CITY 7

The East Clarendon softball 
team found its offense on Mon-
day, rolling past Lake City 20-7.

EC started with three in in 
the first and two in the sec-
ond, but really picked up 
steam in the fourth. After 
Lake City tightened the 
scored to 5-4, the Lady Wol-
verines put up seven in the 
fourth and eight in the fifth to 
run away with the win.

EC needed just 12 hits to re-
cord 20 runs, as Lake City com-
mitted 11 errors in the loss.

Hayden White led East Clar-
endon with three hits, while 
Maddie Newsome had two 
hits. Whitney McElveen, Hope 
Azurdia and Ansley Brown 
each drove in a pair.

Newsome pitched a com-
plete game in the victory, 
striking out four.

FROM STAFF REPORTS Wilson Hall’s 
Dylan Jones 
delivers 
against Lau-
rence Manning 
Academy on 
Monday. He 
pitched five 
innings, allow-
ing one un-
earned run in 
the win.

PHOTOS BY NICH PITTS 
/ SPECIAL TO THE SUM-
TER ITEM
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other, just because we’re all 
growing at once.”

Cassandra needed to find a 
position when she joined the 
team. Most players started at 
midfield and moved either 
forward or backward on the 
field.

“Cheerleading did not pre-
pare me for the amount of  
running I had to do, so my 
knees got extremely worn out 
very quickly,” Cassandra 
said. “Goalies, for the most 
part, just stand there. I was 
like, ‘OK, I can do this.’ It was 
by coincidence that I got put 
there, and I enjoyed it ever 
since, so I just stayed there.”

The Swampcat goalkeeper 
saw the field for the first time 
at the end of  a preseason 
scrimmage. While her tech-
nique was far from perfect, 
she knew she was in the right 
spot.

“It was a pretty instanta-
neous click because I was put 

in at the last little bit of  the 
scrimmage, and I think I 
stopped maybe five balls but 
none of  them were with the 
net of  my stick. They were all 
with either my arms or just 
the rod of  my stick,” Cassan-
dra recalled. “It just felt real-
ly nice to be able to stop the 
ball and know I’m helping my 
team doing that. It just felt 
natural to be in there.”

LOSING 2020
Cassandra was looking for-

ward to her second year in the 
spring of  2020. COVID-19 had 
other ideas.

2020 was a taxing year, espe-
cially for a fledgling program. 
Nearly half  of  the players on 
the Swampcats’ first roster 
were juniors, so losing 2020 
meant losing most of  their 
team.

“When we just stopped. It 
was really disappointing be-
cause that was the last season 
I got to play with my brother. 
That was last season I got to 
play with the majority of  the 
original characters,” Cassan-
dra said. “I remember ending 
it. I remember getting ready 
to get into my brother’s car 
saying goodbye to one of  my 
friends. He was like, ‘See you 
tomorrow…unless.’ And then 
we didn’t see each other, and 
he left for Florida, and that 
was the last time I saw him.”

Cassandra and many others 
feared it would be the end of  
the program, at least for a 
year or two until they could 
rebuild their player base.

“We had a very small group 
already, so when more than 
half  our group are seniors 
and have left, I was like, ‘Is it 
gonna take a break for a 
year,’” Cassandra said. “I was 
really happy to find out we 
had a lot of  freshman who 

wanted to join even though I 
knew from the start that it 
was going to be the first gen-
eration all over again.”

TRAVEL BALL
While the Laurence Man-

ning program experienced 
turnover, Cassandra got her 
first taste of  the sport away 
from the Swampcats. 

After her first season at 
LMA, she played for a travel 
team over the summer, Hit-
man Lacrosse out of  Colum-
bia. She was again playing 
with a boys team, but this 
was a team with more expe-
rienced players.

“I enjoyed the experience 
because I got to meet people 
with different play styles 
who just knew the how to 
play the game better, and so 
they moved differently,” Cas-
sandra said. “It got me used 
to better players, so I was 
able to learn the sport a lot 
quicker.”

After a season with Hit-
man Lacrosse, the team dis-
banded. Luckily, the pro-

gram had a sister team that 
Cassandra occasionally prac-
ticed with. Needing a new 
team, she moved to the next 
field and played on her first 
girls team.

It wasn’t that simple. Girls 
lacrosse has a slew of  differ-
ent rules. 

“Thankfully, I did have one 
camp. It was just a two-day 
camp where I got a little bit 
of  how the girls rolled,” Cas-
sandra said. “But just join-
ing a girls team to play with, 
there were a lot of  questions 
of  ‘Why am I doing this? Can 
I do this? OK, I can’t do that. 
Why are the girls not contin-
uously pushing forward like 
guys will?’ It was hard at 
first, especially just (learn-
ing) what was and wasn’t al-
lowed.”

The biggest difference for 
Cassandra was how the de-
fense was allowed to play 
around her. With the boys, 
defenders are able to close in 
around the net and make it 
tougher for opponents to 
find a clean shot. That’s not 
the case for girls.

“With guys, I get to feel 
safe because they’re just 
huddled around me, and 
they can push the attackmen 
out,” Cassandra said. “Girls 
cannot stay within an 
8-meter zone for three sec-
onds. I wasn’t allowed that 
comfort because girls can’t 
go directly in front of  a shot 
if  you’re defender, so I’m left 
just bare to the elements for 
the most part. It’s really 
nerve-wracking, but it gives 
me a good open view.”

REBOOTING THE PROGRAM
After a summer with the 

girls, Cassandra was back at 
Laurence Manning in 2021.

Only a handful of  players 

remained from that initial 
squad. 

Suddenly, Cassandra was 
an experienced veteran with 
a new group of  players 
learning the sport.

“It’s kind of  amusing 
watching them not know 
what to do,” Cassandra said. 
“I didn’t have expectations 
that we were going to do 
well. I didn’t set my bar 
high. It was new guys to get 
along with, new social 
groups to integrate myself  
in. It was more about learn-
ing the guys and helping 
them progress in their 
skills.

“It almost made me feel 
like I’m watching the next 
generation just grow, and 
soon enough they’ll be se-
niors and I’ll be gone, then 
they’ll have to watch that all 
over again. Hopefully we’ll 
be able to keep growing our 
team and not have what we 
had last year.”

Of  course, that also meant 
another group of  boys to 
learn that their goalie was 
going to be a girl.

“I don’t think I gave them 
time to question it,” Cassan-
dra said. “For my defense, I 
think I’m more of  a mother 
hen because I usually try to 
help them move to where 
they need to be. I talk play-
fully with the offense a lot 
of  the time. If  they miss a 
shot, if  I catch a shot they 
throw a right to me, I get to 
banter a bit with them. 
Through talking with them, 
I was able to quickly help 
them realize I’m not going 
anywhere, and this is what 
is happening.”

FINALLY GETTING A WIN
After a season of  rebirth, 

Laurence Manning came into 
the spring of  2022 with some-
thing it never had. A team 
that wasn’t starting from 
ground zero.

There were some new faces 
this spring, but most of  them 
had a chance to play the 
sport in middle school before 
making the jump to varsity.

The Swampcats earned 
their first win in program 
history this spring, beating 
Aiken 7-5 on March 10. Cas-
sandra waited three years to 
be in goal for it.

“It didn’t really set in at 
first because I had an injury 
that kind of  took my mind off  
it, but as soon as it set in, I 
was ecstatic,” Cassandra 
said. “I was so proud of  my 
team who’s come so far. Espe-
cially since for the majority 
people, this is their second 
year playing, so they im-
proved vastly beyond my ex-

pectations for them.”
Cassandra hopes that win 

is the first step in the pro-
gram’s overall development. 
Laurence Manning is still 
very young with a slew of  
eighth-graders and freshmen 
on the field. There are even 
more eighth-graders waiting 
in the wings on the middle 
school team.

Next year, Cassandra will 
be a senior. She’s excited to 
see how the program contin-
ues to blossom compared to 
where it was four short 
years ago.

“I am happy that I get to 
see them grow and expand 
because we’re only losing 
one senior next year,” Cas-
sandra said. “The probabili-
ty that I’m gonna be the only 
person from the original 
team makes me very proud 
that I could stay within the 
team for this long and see 
the team’s first game and 
hopefully the team’s first 
(season) with a good amount 
of  wins.”

FUTURE WITH LACROSSE
Cassandra doesn’t know if  

lacrosse will be in her future 
after Laurence Manning. 
Her brother went on to play 
at Methodist University, and 
she’s certainly thought about 
following in his footsteps.

Her concern is finding 
time to play as she pursues a 
career in marine biology, 
and I know I want to focus 
on that. I don’t know if  I’m 
gonna be able to commit to 
lacrosse and see it as other 
than a distraction.”

Whatever her future holds 
in lacrosse, Cassandra is 
glad to have spent the last 
four years with the boys on 
the Swampcats.

“I don’t regret coming out 
here and playing,” Cassan-
dra said. “I’ve got some 
great friends. I love these 
kids. I love my teammates. I 
am distraught at the 
thought that I never would 
have met them if  I didn’t 
just join the team because 
they made my life a lot more 
interesting.”

PHOTOS BY CAL CARY / THE SUMTER ITEM
Laurence Manning goalkeeper Cassandra Schuessler has played on 
boys and girls teams during her career and noticed a stark difference 
between how the different genders play.

Laurence Manning plays with the boys during the spring season with 
the Swampcats but plays on a travel team with girls over the summer.

Laurence Manning goalkeeper Cassandra Schuessler moved to the net as an eighth-grader because her 
knees disagreed with the amount of running required to play midfield.

Laurence Manning’s Cassandra Schuessler’s long brunette hair is the 
one thing that makes her stand out as a girl on the boys team as 
spectators watch from the sidelines.
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Healthy Ja Morant has Grizzlies 
thinking deep postseason run

A rested and rehabbed Ja Morant 
will back in the Memphis lineup for 
the NBA playoffs, and the All-Star 
guard has the young, talented Griz-
zlies believing they're ready to make a 
deep postseason run.

The former Crestwood star sat out 
the regular season finale on Sunday, 
but returned the night before after 
missing nine games with a sore right 
knee.

“I felt like I needed a game or two to 
get my legs back under me, to get the 
game-type feel,” Morant said.

It appears he has his legs back 
under him.

Morant scored 21 points in a win 
over the New Orleans Pelicans that 
tied Memphis' franchise record for vic-
tories in a season at 56. Then along 
with the other Grizzlies' starters, he 
sat out the regular season finale.

It has been a steady ascension for 
Morant, who uplifts the Grizzlies with 
each step he takes.

The overall No. 2 pick in the 2019 
NBA draft and 2020 rookie of  the year, 
Morant helped end Memphis’ playoff  
drought in 2021 as the Grizzlies played 
their way to the No. 8 seed.

Now with resume worthy of  MVP 
consideration, he has led Memphis to 
its highest seed ever at No. 2 in the 
West with the NBA's second-best re-
cord of  56-26. The Grizzlies believe 
they are ready to take the next step, 
reaching the playoffs is no longer good 
enough for this team.

Memphis starts its quest Saturday 
hosting either Minnesota or the Los 
Angeles Clippers, not that the oppo-
nent matters to Morant.

“I’m focused on us,” the third-year 
guard out of  Murray State said. "Get-
ting better during that week stretch 
and just being ready to go out there 
and play the first two games here at 
home. No matter who it is, we go into 
the game's the same way. It’s going to 
be different coverages, depending on 
the team, but our play style never 
changes.”

This franchise was swept in the 2013 
Western Conference finals, which was 

the only time it got past the second 
round.

Morant's value to the Grizzlies goes 
beyond mere stats.

Head cheerleader when on the 
bench, he brings everyone to their feet 
by dunking over 7-footers, throwing 
down lobs or dishing the ball off  to a 
teammate for an easy basket.

Even his high-flying blocks on de-
fense are must-see TV.

His own coach wants to see what 
Morant does next to attack with his 
“elite level” ball-handling skills.

“That’s what you need at this level,” 
Grizzlies coach Taylor Jenkins said. 
"I’m trying to follow him at times to 
see what’s coming next but when he 
does something I’m like, ‘Here we go!’ 
This is what he does. I know he has 
more in store moving forward that’s 
going to definitely surprise me.”

And likely opponents as well.
Morant boosted his scoring average 

by 8.3 points a game and improved in 

every statistical category this season. 
He averaged 27.4 points, 5.7 rebounds 
and 6.7 assists in 57 games.

Orlando coach Jamahl Mosley said 
people get so enamored watching Mo-
rant's nightly highlight-reel plays that 
they forget his high basketball IQ.

“His ability to understand where the 
reads are on the floor, teams are still 
going under him and he’s still able to 
get to the paint at such a high clip,” 
Mosley said. "He’s just playing at a 
tremendous pace, and he has the abili-
ty to get to the paint continuously 
without teams being able to stop him.”

Morant's speed and fearlessness 
driving to the basket helped him shoot 
49.3% in the paint where he averaged 
an NBA-high 16.8 points. He had 22 
games this season scoring at least 20 
points in the paint, most by a guard 
over the last 25 seasons according to 
ESPN Stats & Info.

Spurs guard Lonnie Walker IV said 
he could learn from Morant on how 

to go attack the big men inside.
“He does a fantastic job going to 

his left,” Walker said. “It’s either, if  
he’s on the right side, he’s going to 
snake it or if  he’s on the left side, 
he’s going downhill and doing what 
he does.”

With this ability to get to the bas-
ket, when he's making 3s San Anto-
nio forward Doug McDermott said 
Morant has is almost un-guardable.

“He’s so quick,” McDermott said. 
"He can split ball screens and he gets 
everyone else involved. He’s a great 
player, and we’ll be seeing a lot of  
him in the coming years."

Having Morant healthy for the 
postseason is a confidence boost for 
the Grizzlies, even though they went 
20-5 without him during the season.

“He’s the motor for our team ...," 
forward Brandon Clarke said. "Obvi-
ously we’re still a good, good team 
without him. But with Ja, we’re 
great.”

BY TERESA M. WALKER 
The Associated Press

Former Crest-
wood star and 
current Mem-
phis Grizzlies 
point guard Ja 
Morant (12) 
made his return 
to the lineup on 
Saturday against 
the New Orleans 
Pelicans after 
battling a knee 
injury.
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QUEEN HARRISON 
SINGLETON LANE

PHILADELPHIA, Pa. — 
Queen Harrison Singleton 
Lane, 91, widow of  the Rev. 
Howard Lane, died on Sunday, 
April 10, 2022, in Philadelphia. 

She was born on Oct. 3, 1930, 
in Alcolu, a daughter of  the 
late Deacon Eddie Harrison Sr. 
and Viola China Harrison.

Condolences may be sent to 
Dupree Funeral Home Inc., 
2809 W. Diamond St., Philadel-
phia.

Courtesy announcement by 
Samuels Funeral Home LLC 
of  Manning.

ABRAHAM WATKINS SR.
Abraham Watkins Sr., 68, 

was born on May 7, 1953, in 
Sumter, a son of  the late Rob-
ert Sr. and Riller Francenna 
Pressley Watkins. He depart-
ed this life on Thursday, April 
7, 2022, at Prisma Health Tu-
omey Hospital, Sumter.

Public viewing will be held 
from 2 to 6 p.m. today at Job’s 
Mortuary.

Funeral services will be 
held at 11 a.m. on Thursday at 
Salem Chapel and Heritage 
Center, 101 S. Salem Ave., 
Sumter, SC 29150. Interment 
will follow at Unionville AME 
Church Cemetery, 1330 Swim-
ming Pen Road, Mayesville SC 
29104.

The family will be receiving 
friends from 6 to 9 p.m. daily 
at the home of  his daughter, 
1050 Dibert St., Sumter, SC 
29153.

Job’s Mortuary Inc., 312 S. 
Main St., Sumter, is in charge 
of  arrangements.

Online memorials may be 
sent to the family at jobsmor-
tuaryinc@gmail.com or visit 
us on the web at www.job-
smortuary.net. 

SANDRA ELAINE 
DONALDSON

Sandra Elaine Donaldson, 
76, wife of  Edward "E.J." Don-
aldson, died on Sunday, April 
10, 2022, at Prisma Health Tu-
omey Hospital.

Born in Florence, she was a 
daughter of  the late David 
and Myrtle Baker Holladay. 
Mrs. Donaldson was a mem-
ber of  New Calvary Baptist 
Church.

Surviving are her husband 
of  45 years; a daughter, San-

dra "Sandy" Bramlett and son-
in-law, Alex Bramlett; three 
grandsons, Jordan Bramlett, 
Dean Bramlett and Christian 
Bramlett; two sisters, Alice 
Holladay and Peggy Thoma-
son; one brother, Daniel Holl-
aday; and numerous nieces 
and nephews.

In addition to her parents, 
she was preceded in death by 
three brothers, Jerry Holla-
day, Charles Holladay and 
Freddie Holladay. 

Graveside services will be 
held at 2 p.m. on Friday in Ev-
ergreen Memorial Park ceme-
tery with the Rev. Kirk Carl-
isle officiating.

The family will receive 
friends from 5 to 7 p.m. on 
Thursday at Elmore Hill Mc-
Creight Funeral Home. 

Memorials may be made to 
New Calvary Baptist Church, 
P.O. Box 848, Sumter, SC 29151. 

Online condolences may be 
made at www.sumterfunerals.
com.

Elmore Hill McCreight Fu-
neral Home & Crematory, 221 
Broad St., Sumter, is in charge 
of  the arrangements, (803) 
775-9386. 

ANNALEN COPELAND

Annalen Copeland, 82, was 
born on Aug. 22, 1939, in St. 
Charles, a daughter of  the late 
Harry Sr. and Bertha Wash-
ington Copeland. She depart-
ed this life on Thursday, April 
7, 2022, at Prisma Health Tu-
omey Hospital, Sumter.

Funeral services will be 
held at 1 p.m. on Thursday at 
Salem Chapel and Heritage 
Center, 101 S. Salem Ave., 
Sumter, SC 29150. Interment 
will follow in Evergreen Me-
morial Park.

The family will receive 
friends from 1 to 8 p.m. daily 
at the home of  her daughter, 
Cynthia Kelley, 2 Golfair 
Court, Sumter, SC 29154. 
Masks are required in accor-
dance with the COVID-19 
guidelines.

Job’s Mortuary Inc., 312 S. 
Main St., Sumter, is in charge 
of  arrangements.

Online memorials may be 
sent to the family at jobsmor-

tuaryinc@gmail.com or visit 
us on the web at www.job-
smortuary.net. 

ALFONZO JOHNSON
SUMMERTON — Alfonzo 

Johnson, 73, died on Monday, 
April 11, 2022, at his residence, 
3080 Rowe Drive, Summerton. 

He was born on April 17, 
1948, a son of  the late Wood-
row and Inez Jones Johnson.

 The family will be receiv-
ing friends at his residence.

These services have been 
entrusted to Samuels Funeral 

Home LLC of  Manning.

WALTER LEE BENJAMIN
MAYESVILLE — Walter 

Lee Benjamin, 70, husband of  
Carmelita Drew Benjamin, 
departed this life on Monday, 
April 11, 2022, in Mayesville.

He was born on March 6, 
1952, in St. Charles, to the late 
Lonnie and Lucille Charles 
Benjamin. 

 Funeral services are in-
complete and will be an-
nounced later by Whites Mor-
tuary LLC.

JULIA JANE EPPS DOZIER
FLORENCE — Julia Jane 

Epps Dozier, 84, died on Tues-
day, April 12, 2022, at her resi-
dence, 1003 Nellie St., Flor-
ence. 

She was born on May 9, 
1937, in Manning, a daughter 
of  the late January and Lizzie 
Epps.

Due to COVID-19 guidelines, 
the family is not receiving vis-
itors.

These services have been 
entrusted to Samuels Funeral 
Home LLC of  Manning.

OBITUARIES

Tracking Tiger: No word on PGA or US Open, only St. Andrews

AUGUSTA, Ga. — If  history is any 
indication, perhaps the Internet 
sleuths who track flight patterns 
should circle May 10 on the calen-
dar and look for a private jet going 
from South Florida to Tulsa, Okla-
homa. That would be the next 
chance for Tiger Woods to play.

And he didn’t sound all that prom-
ising when he left the Masters.

Woods has been consistent since 
he first spoke publicly in the Baha-
mas last December that he is done 
playing a full schedule because of  
his damaged right leg from his car 
crash 14 months ago, to go along 
with five surgeries on his lower 
back.

“I won’t be playing a full schedule 
ever again,” he told Sky Sports on 
Sunday after closing with a 78 for 
his highest score ever at the Mas-
ters. “It will be just the big events. I 
don’t know if  I’ll play Southern 
Hills or not.”

Southern Hills is the site of  the 
PGA Championship on May 19-22. 
Woods has played it three times. He 
tied for 21st in a 30-man field at the 
Tour Championship in 1996 (8-over 
288), and his streak of  four consecu-
tive major wins ended at Southern 
Hills in the 2001 U.S. Open when he 
tied for 12th (3-over 283).

Most recently would be his fourth 
PGA Championship title in 2007. 
This will be the first major since 
then at Southern Hills.

May 10 is a date to observe be-
cause it’s the Tuesday before PGA 
Championship week. It was Tuesday 
before the Masters that Woods ignit-
ed hopes with a scouting trip to Au-
gusta National, not so much to see 
the course but to test his right leg. 
He played, made the cut for the 22nd 
straight time, and made it through 
four days of  the toughest walk in 
golf.

“I will try, there’s no doubt. Like 
this week, I will try to get ready for 
Southern Hills, and we’ll see what 
this body is able to do,” he said.

Curiously missing from the pros-
pects was the U.S. Open on June 
16-19 at The Country Club outside 

Boston, perhaps because he’s only 
looking at the next possibility. He 
made it clear he would be at St. An-
drews, where he won in 2000 and 
2005, and described it as “my favor-
ite golf  course in the world.”

“I will be there for that one,” he 
said.

Otherwise, stay tuned. He is a 
five-time winner at the Memorial, 
but it would seem unlikely to play 
another big course (uphill walks 
from every green to tee) that falls 
two weeks after the PGA Champion-
ship and two weeks before the U.S. 
Open.

"I GOT IT ALL WRONG"
Before the television shot of  Rory 

McIlroy holing out from the bunker 
on the 18th at the Masters, every 
viewer knew how it would turn out 
unless the audio was on mute.

CBS analyst and three-time Mas-
ters champion Nick Faldo ruined it 
for them.

“I don’t want to spoil it, but some-
thing incredible has just happened,” 
Faldo said from the booth as the 
cameras were still showing Scottie 
Scheffler and Cameron Smith on the 
12th.

Faldo went on “The Dan Patrick 
Show” on Tuesday and tried to own 
it.

“I got caught up on that for a split 
second and I reacted. And so you’re 
right, I got it all wrong for a split 
second,” Faldo said. “I seriously was 
shaking because I thought, ‘Rory is 
going to win.’ He pulls off  an impos-
sible shot, and his reaction, and I’m 
sitting right in the middle of  it.

“So, I’m sorry. I blurted — I didn’t 
actually say what happened. Yeah, 
spoiler alert.”

EAGLES NOT LANDING
Going into this year's Masters, the 

par-4 10th hole historically has 
ranked as the toughest at Augusta 
National. The par-5 15th has ranked 
as the second easiest.

Care to guess which hole yielded 
more eagles?

Gary Woodland in the second 
round and Charl Schwartzel in the 
third round each holed out from the 
fairway to make eagle on No. 10, 

which had never had more than one 
eagle in the same tournament.

And for the first time since 1965, 
no one made eagle on the 15th.

The 15th tee was moved back 20 
yards and lowered, leaving a slightly 
uphill tee shot. Compounding mat-
ters at this Masters, the wind was 
west and northwest, into the players' 
faces, adding to the length and to the 
decisions.

Dustin Johnson had a 7-wood into 
the green on Friday and instead 
chose to lay up. Players who did get 
favorable conditions — mainly the 
wind dying — never got it close 
enough for a good look at eagle. With 
less wind on Sunday, Scottie Schef-
fler went just over the back with a 
5-iron.

Mostly it was about the wind, espe-
cially when it was in and off  the left.

“It's so hard to hit it up that right 
side and commit. So it’s made it a 
tougher tee shot,” Rory McIlroy said. 
“You’re more likely to be blocked out 
by those trees on the left just be-
cause of  the camber of  the fairway. 
Then there’s no decision to be made 
there. You can’t go for the green.”

PGA TOUR BOUND
There has been far more feast than 

famine for Carl Yuan, and now the 
25-year-old from China is assured of  a 
PGA Tour card next season.

Yuan became the first player to 
cross 900 points on the Korn Ferry 
Tour, which officials have deemed safe 
for players to be among the top 25 on 
the points list to graduate to the big 
leagues. It only took Yuan seven starts 
to get there, and he missed the cut in 
three of  them.

But he tied for third the opening 
week in the Bahamas (and then 
missed the cut), was a runner-up in 
Panama (and then missed the cut), 
won in a playoff  at the Chitimacha 
Louisiana Open (and then missed the 
cut), and clinched his tour-bound sta-
tus with a tie for seventh two weeks 
ago in Georgia.

And now he waits. Unless he were to 
win two more times, Yuan has 15 tour-
naments remaining in the regular sea-
son.

CURTIS CUP

The U.S. team for the Curtis Cup is 
half  set.

Rose Zhang earned a spot as the No. 
1 player in the women’s amateur rank-
ing at the end of  2021. Jensen Castle 
earned her place on the eight-member 
team as the U.S. Women’s Amateur 
champion. Rachel Heck (No. 3) and 
Rachel Kuehn (No. 8) got onto the 
team last week as being among the top 
10 in the world at the April 6 deadline.

The USGA International Team Se-
lection group will pick the other four 
players. The Curtis Cup is June 10-12 
at Merion.

DIVOTS
CBS said the final round of  the 

Masters averaged 10.17 million view-
ers, up 7% from a year ago and the 
most of  any network for a golf  tele-
cast since Tiger Woods won 2019 Mas-
ters. ... The U.S. Women’s Open re-
ceived a record 1,874 entries for Pine 
Needles. That breaks by one entry the 
previous mark in 2015 when the Wom-
en’s Open was at Lancaster Country 
Club in Pennsylvania. The purse for 
the June 2-5 championship is $10 mil-
lion. ... The Australian PGA is at 
Royal Queensland in late November 
will be co-sanctioned with the Euro-
pean tour for the first time since 2019. 
... Chevron donated more than $2 mil-
lion last week to its chosen charities 
focusing on supporting and champi-
oning women in sports, the workplace 
and society. Chevron is the new title 
sponsor of  the LPGA Tour's first 
major of  the year. ... Scottie Scheffler 
has four wins this year. The last play-
er to have four PGA Tour victories 
through the Masters was David Duval 
(Kapalua, Bob Hope Classic, Players 
Championship and Atlanta).

STAT OF THE WEEK
The last three Masters champions 

have led by at least three shots going 
into the final round.

FINAL WORD
“Maybe I’ll be better off  if  I come 

back being a caddie here rather than 
trying to hit golf  shots.” — Tyrrell 
Hatton, after a 79-80 weekend at the 
Masters to finish last. He has shot in 
the 60s one time in his 20 rounds at 
Augusta National.

BY DOUG FERGUSON 
The Associated Press

FIREWOOD
DELIVERYOVER 50 YEARS EXPERIENCE

LICENSED & INSURED

803-469-7606

 TREE CARE
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BUY IT.
SELL IT.
FIND IT.

Th e News You Can Use.

No matter what it is, you can 
always buy it, sell it or fi nd it 

with h e Item Classified 
ads. For information, or to 
place an ad. Call 774-12 .

Classifi ed ads 
make fi nding

 a job practically 
no work at all.

Classifi ed ads 
make fi nding a 

car easy.

Classifi ed ads
 can get you 
antiques for 
your home.

Classifi ed ads are great for fi nding 
those purrfect pets.

Classifi ed ads put 
home-seekers on 

solid ground.

SUMMONS
(Deficiency Judgment

Demanded)
(Mortgage Foreclosure)

Non-Jury

IN THE COURT OF
COMMON PLEAS

CASE NO.
2022-CP-43-00158

STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA
COUNTY OF SUMTER

First-Citizens Bank & Trust
Company.

Plaintiff,
-vs-

Philip G. Rembert aka Phillip
Gaillard Rembert aka Philip
Gaillard Rembert

Defendant

TO THE DEFENDANT(S), Philip G.
Rembert

YOU ARE HEREBY SUMMONED
and required to answer the
Complaint in this action, and to
serve a copy of your Answer on the
subscribers at their office, 1640 St.
Julian Place, Columbia, SC 29204,
within (30) days after service hereof,
exclusive of the day o such service;
exclusive of the day of such service;
and if you fail to answer to
Complaint within the time aforesaid,
the Plaintiff in this action will apply
to the Court for a judgment by
default granting the relief demanded
in the Complaint.

TO MINOR(S) OVER FOURTEEN
YEARS OF AGE, AND/OR TO
MINOR(S) UNDER FOURTEEEN
YEARS OF AGE AND THE PERSON
WITH WHOME THE MINOR(S)
RESIDE(S), AN/OR TO PERSON
U N D E R  S O M E  L E G A L
DISABLILITY, INCOMPLETENTS
AND PERSONS CONFINED AND
PEERSON IN THE MILITARY:

YOU ARE FURTHER SUMMONED
AND NOTIFIED to apply for the
appointment of a Guardian ad Litem
within (30) days after service of this
Summons and Notice upon you. If
you fail to do so, application for such
appointment will be made by the
Plaintiff.

NOTICE OF FILING
COMPLAINT

YOU WILL PLEASE TAKE NOTICE
THAT the Summons and Complaint
in the above-captioned action were
filed on February 04, 2022, in the

 Street
803-774-1258

Going on
vacation?
Don’t Miss A Thing!
Let your carrier save your paper for you 

while you are on vacation!

Call
803-774-1258

Customer Service 
Dept. Hours 

Mon-Fri 8am - 5pm

Flowers For Sale
30 Tucson Dr. Climbing roses,
Camelias, Hosta, Knock Out
Roses, Hydrangeas, Blueberries,
Liriope, large selection of shrub-
bery! Mon - Sat 8a-6p & Sun
12p-6p. Extra great prices!

Garage, Yard &
Estate Sales

NOTICE OF HISTORIC
PRESERVATION
DESIGN REVIEW

The Historic Preservation Design
Review Committee will meet on
Thursday, April 28, 2022, at 3:00 p.m.
in the Sumter Opera House Theater
located on the First Floor of the
Sumter Opera House (21 North Main
Street, Sumter, South Carolina). This
is a public hearing.
HP-22-04, 6 Law Range (City)
Request for Historic Preservation

Public Hearing
14 acres on Shilo Raccoon Rd.
Owner fin. Call 843-231-1111.

MERCHANDISEMERCHANDISE

Land & Lots
for Sale

Cathy's Best
House & Business Cleaning
Call Cathy at 803-225-0595

REALREAL
ESTATEESTATE

Cleaning Services

SUMMONS
AND NOTICE

IN THE FAMILY
COURT

FIFTEENTH JUDICIAL
CIRCUIT

2020-DR-26-1935

STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA
COUNTY OF HORRY

South Carolina Department
of Social Services,

Plaintiff,
vs.

Keith Williams
Audrey Page
Stephen Page

Defendants.

IN THE INTEREST OF:
Minor child born 2007

TO DEFENDANTS:  KEITH
WILLIAMS, AUDREY PAGE, AND
STEPHEN PAGE

YOU ARE HEREBY SUMMONED
and served with the Complaint for
Removal in and to the Defendant
minor child in this action, the
original of which has been filed in
the Office of the Clerk of Court for
Horry County, on the 25th day of
March 2022, a copy of which will be
delivered to you upon request. You
are not required to answer the
Complaint, but if you do, you should
serve a copy of your answer upon
Plaintiff through its attorney, Kelly
A. Sansone-Galley, at 1951 Industrial
Park Road, Conway, SC 29526.

YOU WILL PLEASE TAKE NOTICE
that the action entitled above has
been commenced by the Plaintiff
against you in the Family Court of
Horry County in the Fifteenth
Judicial Circuit, Conway, South
Carolina, by the filing of a Summons
and Complaint for Removal on the
25th day of March 2022 and is
available for inspection in the Office
of the Family Court for Horry
County, South Carolina.

YOU ARE HEREBY NOTIFIED of a
Non-Emergency Removal Trial to be
held at the Horry County Family
Court, Horry County Government
and Justice Center, 1301 2nd Avenue,
Conway, South Carolina, on June 2,
2022 at 1:00 P.M.

Summons &
Notice BUSINESSBUSINESS

SERVICESSERVICES

The State is seeking contractors to
deliver 3 routes in Sumter for Sunday
through Friday delivery. Routes are
less than 2.5 hours each and profit is
based on route. Please call
843-317-7301 for more information.

Help Wanted
Part-Time

Independent
Rack/Dealer carrier

to deliver newspapers to stores &
businesses. Must have a valid
driver's license, a reliable vehicle &
are interested in earning extra
income. Please come by our office at
36 W. Liberty St.to apply.

Help Wanted: FT Auto detailers
and auto car washers. Kenny's
Car Care, 294 Broad St. Sumter.
Call 803-774-6030

Help Wanted
Full-Time

EMPLOYMENTEMPLOYMENT

SUMMONS
AND NOTICES

IN THE COURT OF
COMMON PLEAS

CASE NO.
2022-CP-43-00178

STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA
COUNTY OF SUMTER

Specialized Loan Servicing LLC,
PLAINTIFF,

VS.
Chevonne Davis-James, individually,
as Heir or Devisee of Walter E. Davis
a/k/a Walter Davis, Deceased; Marcia
Davis, individually, as Heir or
Devisee of Walter E. Davis a/k/a
Walter Davis, Deceased; any other
Heirs-at-Law or Devisees of the
Estate of Walter E. Davis a/k/a
Walter Davis, Deceased, their heirs
or devisees, successors and assigns,
and all other persons entitled to
claim through them; all unknown
persons with any right, title or
interest in the real estate described
herein; also any persons who may be
in the military service of the United
States of America, being a class
designated as John Doe; any
unknown minors or persons under a
disability being a class designated as
R i c h a r d  R o e ;  C h e v o n n e
Davis-James, individually, as Heir or
Devisee of Hattie L. Davis a/k/a
Hattie Davis, Deceased; Marcia
Davis, individually, as Heir or
Devisee of Hattie L. Davis a/k/a
Hattie Davis, Deceased; any other
Heirs-at-Law or Devisees of the
Estate of Hattie L. Davis a/k/a Hattie
Davis, Deceased, their heirs or
devisees, successors and assigns, and
all other persons entitled to claim
through them; all unknown persons
with any right, title or interest in the
real estate described herein; also any
persons who may be in the military
service of the United States of
America, being a class designated as
Jane Doe; any unknown minors or
persons under a disability being a
class designated as Rachel Roe,

DEFENDANT(S).

TO ALL THE DEFENDANTS
ABOVE-NAMED:
YOU ARE HEREBY SUMMONED
and required to appear and defend
by answering the Complaint in this
action, of which a copy is herewith
served upon you, and to serve a copy
of your Answer on the subscribers at
their offices, 2712 Middleburg Drive,
Suite 200, Columbia, Post Office Box
2065, Columbia, South Carolina,
29202-2065, within thirty (30) days
after the service hereof, exclusive of
the day of such service; except that
the United States of America, if
named, shall have sixty (60) days to
answer after the service hereof,
exclusive of the day of such service;
and if you fail to do so, judgment by
default will be rendered against you
for the relief demanded in the
Complaint.

YOU WILL ALSO TAKE NOTICE
that should you fail to Answer the
foregoing Summons, the Plaintiff
will move for a general Order of
Reference of this cause to the
Master-In-Equity or Special Referee
for Sumter County, which Order
shall, pursuant to Rule 53 (e) of the
South Carolina Rules of Civil
Procedure, specifically provide that
the said Master-In-Equity or Special
Master is authorized and empowered
to enter a final judgment in this
cause.

TO MINOR(S) OVER FOURTEEN
YEARS OF AGE AND/OR MINOR(S)
UNDER FOURTEEN YEARS OF

Notice Of
Application

Notice is hereby given that Lovers
Lane intends to apply to the South
Carolina Department of Revenue for
a license permit that will allow the
sale ON premises consumption of
Beer & Wine at 6579 Camden
Highway, Rembert, SC 29128. To
object to the issuance of this permit /
license, written protest must be
postmarked no later than April 29,
2022. For a protest to be valid, it
must be in writing, and should
include the following information:
(1) the name, address and telephone
number of the person filing the
protest; (2) the specific reasons why
the application should be denied; (3)
that the person protesting is willing
to attend a hearing (if one is
requested by the applicant); (4) that
the person protesting resides in the
same county where the proposed
place of business is located or within
five miles of the business; and (5) the
name of the applicant and the
address of the premises to be
licensed. Protests must be mailed to:
S.C. Department of Revenue, Attn:
ABL Section, P.O. Box 125,
Columbia, South Carolina 29214-0907
or email to ABL@dor.sc.gov

Beer & Wine
License

Design Review approval for
replacement of existing wood
windows with vinyl windows,
replacement of wood front door and
awning with new wood door and trim
surround, and replacement of
existing rear metal balcony and
spiral staircase with a larger metal
balcony and switchback staircase.
The property is located at 6 Law
Range and is represented by Tax Map
#249-09-01-017.
HP-22-05, 24 Park Ave. (City)
Request for Historic Preservation
Design Review approval for
installation of a 6 ft. tall wood fence
to screen the HVAC units, which will
connect to a 6 ft. tall black coated
vinyl fence located along the south
side of the residence. The property is
located at 24 Park Ave. and is
r e p r e s e n t e d  b y  T a x  M a p
#228-11-01-045.
HP-20-09 (Rev 1), 129 N. Washington
St. (City)
Request for Historic Preservation
Design Review approval for revision
to previously approved renovation
and expansion of the existing
emergency room department and
parking lot on the N. Main St.
frontage. The property is located at
129 N. Washington St. and 142 N.
Main St. and represented by Tax Map
#228-12-04-001 and 228-12-04-007.
Documents pertaining to the
proposed request(s) are on file in the
Office of the Sumter City-County
Planning Department and are
available to be inspected and
studied by interested citizens.
David P. Merchant
Mayor

Shiners United Bldg. & equip-
ment for sale. Good opportunity
for fundraisers. Incl. drink boxes,
coolers, pizza warmers, grill &
deep fryer, ice maker, double sink
& potato cutter. Exc. location on
fair grounds. Can be used year
around. Call Arthur Bradley
803-491-7665 or Evin Boykin
803-983-3576. Shown by appt.

County in Plat Book 22 at Page 136,
and having such meted and bounds
as are shown on a more recent plat
of Ben J. Makela, R.L.S., dated
October 21, 1993, and recorded in the
Office of the Register of Deeds of
Mense Conveyances (RMC) for
Sumter County in Plat Book 93 at
Page 1824 on October 25, 1993.

This being the same property
conveyed to Hattie L. Davis and
Walter E. Davis by deed of Julius T.
Tucker dated October 25, 1993 and
recorded October 26, 1993 in Book
584 at Page 342 in the Office of the
Clerk of Court/Register of Deeds for
Sumter County. Subsequently, Hattie
L. Davis a/k/a Hattie Davis died
intestate on or about 10/24/2017,
leaving the subject property to
his/her heirs, namely Chevonne
Davis-James and Marcia Davis, as
shown in Probate Estate Matter
Number N/A.

TMS No. 2300501005

Property address:
1395 Airport Road
Sumter, SC 29153

SCOTT AND CORLEY, P.A.
Ronald C. Scott
(rons@scottandcorley.com),
SC Bar #4996
Reginald P. Corley
(reggiec@scottandcorley.com),
SC Bar #69453
Angelia J. Grant
(angig@scottandcorley.com),
SC Bar #78334
Allison E. Heffernan
(allisonh@scottandcorley.com),
SC Bar #68530
Matthew E. Rupert
(matthewr@scottandcorley.com),
SC Bar #100740
Louise M. Johnson
(ceasiej@scottandcorley.com),
SC Bar #16586
H. Guyton Murrell
(guytonm@scottandcorley.com),
SC Bar #64134
Kevin T. Brown
(kevinb@scottandcorley.com),
SC Bar #64236
Jordan D. Beumer
(jordanb@scottandcorley.com),
SC Bar #104074
ATTORNEYS FOR
THE PLAINTIFF
2712 Middleburg Drive, Suite 200
Columbia, SC 29204
803-252-3340

AGE AND THE PERSON WITH
WHOM THE MINOR(S) RESIDES
AND/OR TO PERSONS UNDER
SOME LEGAL DISABILITY:

YOU ARE FURTHER SUMMONED
AND NOTIFIED to apply for the
appointment of a Guardian Ad Litem
within thirty (30) days after the
service of this Summons and Notice
upon you. If you fail to do so,
Plaintiff will apply to have the
appointment of the Guardian ad
Litem Nisi, Kelley Yarborough
Woody, made absolute.

NOTICE

T O  T H E  A B O V E - N A M E D
DEFENDANTS:
YOU WILL PLEASE TAKE NOTICE
that the Summons and Complaint, of
which the foregoing is a copy of the
Summons, were filed with the Clerk
of Court for Sumter County, South
Carolina on February 8, 2022.

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that the
order appointing Kelley Yarborough
Woody, whose address is PO Box
6432, Columbia, SC 29260, as
Guardian Ad Litem Nisi for all
persons whomsoever herein
collectively designated as "Richard
Roe" and "Rachel Roe", defendants
herein whose names and addresses
are unknown, including any thereof
who may be minors, incapacitated,
or under other legal disability,
whether residents or non-residents
of South Carolina; for all named
Defendants, addresses unknown,
who may be infants, incapacitated,
or under a legal disability; for any
unknown heirs-at-law of Hattie L.
Davis a/k/a Hattie Davis and Walter
E. Davis a/k/a Walter Davis,
including their heirs, personal
representatives, successors and
assigns, and all other persons
entitled to claim through them; and
for all other unknown persons with
any right, title, or interest in and to
the real estate that is the subject of
this foreclosure action, was filed in
the Office of the Clerk of Court for
Sumter County on the 16th day of
March, 2022.

YOU WILL FURTHER TAKE
NOTICE that unless the said
Defendants, or someone in their
behalf or in behalf of any of them,
shall within thirty (30) days after
service of notice of this order upon
them by publication, exclusive of the
day of such service, procure to be
appointed for them, or any of them, a
Guardian Ad Litem to represent
them or any of them for the purposes
of this action, the Plaintiff will apply
for an order making the appointment
of said Guardian Ad Litem Nisi
absolute.

AMENDED
LIS PENDENS

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that an
action has been commenced by the
Plaintiff above named against the
Defendant(s) above named for the
foreclosure of a certain mortgage
given by Hattie L. Davis and Walter
E. Davis to The First Savings Bank,
F.S.B., dated October 25, 1993,
recorded October 26, 1993, in the
office of the Clerk of Court/Register
of Deeds for Sumter County, in Book
584 at Page 344; thereafter, said
Mortgage was assigned to
Specialized Loan Servicing LLC by
assignment instrument dated July 21,
2021 and recorded July 27, 2021 in
Book 1288 at Page 5613.

The description of the premises is as
follows:
All that certain piece, parcel or lot of
land in Sumter Township, County of
Sumter, State of South Carolina,
approximately four-tenths (0.4) of a
mile North of U.S. Highway No. 15,
more particularly described and
delineated on a certain plat of H.S.
Willson, R.L.S., dated February 16,
1966, and filed in the Office of the
Register of Deeds of Mense
Conveyances (RMC) for Sumter

Office of the Clerk of Court for
Sumter, South Carolina.

Crawford & Von Keller, LLC
PO Box 4216
1640 St. Julian Place (29204)
Columbia, SC 29204
Phone: 803-790-2626
Email: court@crawfordvk.com
Attorneys for Plaintiff

LEGALLEGAL
NOTICESNOTICES

Summons &
Notice

For Sale
or Trade

Summons &
Notice Public HearingSummons &

Notice

CLASSIFIEDS OR TO PLACE YOUR AD ONLINE GO TO WWW.THE ITEM.COM/PLACEMYAD

803-774-12
CLASSIFIED DEADLINES

11:30 a.m. the day before for 
Tuesday, Wednesday, 

Thursday &  Friday edition.
11:30 a.m. Friday for Sunday’s edition.

We will be happy to change your ad if an error is 
made; however we are not responsible for errors after 
the fi rst run day. We shall not be liable for any loss or 
expense that results from the printing or omission of 
an advertisement. We reserve the right to edit, refuse 

or cancel any ad at any time.
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bizarro

beetle bailey born loser

mother goose

andy capp garfield

blondie zits

dilbert

jumble sudoku

hoW to play:
Each row, column and 
set of 3-by-3 boxes 
must contain the 
numbers 1 through 9 
without repetition.

jeff macnelly’s shoe

the daily crossWord puzzle

ACROSS
1 L.A. Rams’ 

__ McVay, 
youngest head 
coach to win 
the Super 
Bowl

5 Fly high
9 Old NCAA 

football 
ranking sys.

12 Regarding
13 Limerick’s land
14 Coagulate
15 Test format 

with options
18 Grassland
19 Using pointe 

shoes
20 Didn’t stick 

around
21 Dojo move
24 Card game 

requirement, 
maybe

26 __-pitch
27 Farm female
28 Roman who 

defeated 
Hannibal

31 Triage areas: 
Abbr.

33 Bat specialty, 
and what you 
need to find 
in four long 
answers

38 Name in “Kill 
Bill” credits

39 Military jeep 
successor

41 Aid for the lost

44 They’re not 
from around 
here, briefly

46 Lowly worker
47 Nocturnal bird 

that woke up 
Vinny in “My 
Cousin Vinny”

51 Messenger __
52 As is fitting
53 41-Across, e.g.
55 Cocoa butter 

confection
58 Golfer’s 

pocketful
59 Sell on the 

street
60 Series finale: 

Abbr.
61 “__ the 

ramparts ... ”
62 Dire March 

time
63 Slithery 

swimmers 

DOWN
1 Longtime 

Agassi rival
2 Online GEICO 

alternative
3 Brit’s pond
4 “It wasn’t me”
5 Photo tint
6 Persian Gulf 

ships
7 Word 

shortened 
to its middle 
letter, in texts

8 “Parks and 
__”

9 Devil-may-care
10 Protective 

covering
11 So inclined?
14 Large sea snail
16 Bug
17 Soil-moving 

implement
22 Jack Ryan 

portrayer 
before 
Harrison

23 Holy scroll
25 Book after 

Galatians: 
Abbr.

29 Chit
30 Ancient  

Meso- 
american

32 Guy found 
running 
through the 
alphabet?

34 Court 
recitation

35 Little terror
36 Give credit 

where credit 
isn’t due

37 Like early 
childcare

40 Glossy coats
41 “Scorpion” co-

star Katharine
42 More 

pretentious
43 Pummels with 

snowballs
45 “Us, too”
47 Handled
48 Watch closely
49 Candlemaker’s 

supply
50 Mekong Valley 

language
54 Musical 

series set at 
McKinley High

56 City with two 
MLB teams

57 Possessed

Joe Deeney

Previous Puzzle Solved

THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME
By David L Hoyt and Jeff Knurek

PREVIOUS SOLUTION

2/9/22

Wallace the braVe

herb and jamaal

DEAR ABBY — 
I have been 
married for 
17 years with 
three great 
kids. My wife 
and I have 
struggled on 
and off  
during those 
17 years. I 
often feel 
like maybe I 
don't love 

her. We are complete oppo-
sites. I'm adventurous, daring 
and extroverted. She denies 
me sex a lot. This last time 
was for four months. 

During that time, I met 
someone who has the same 
adventurous spirit as I do. We 
have hung out and we text 
often. She's currently getting 
a divorce. I'm falling for her 
and I have expressed it to her. 

She likes me, but she doesn't 
want a relationship right now 
because she isn't sure what 
she really wants. She's also 
afraid we both won't really 
leave our spouses if  we start 
something. 

I stopped texting her, but 
she said she will wait for me. 
How do I manage this because 
I'm hurting in my marriage 
and hurting by not texting 
her?

Torn in Ohio
 

DEAR TORN — Inform your wife 
that the current status of  
your marriage is no longer 
acceptable. Denying marital 
relations appears to be her 
way of  punishing you, which 
is unfair, so offer her the op-
tion of  marriage counseling. 
If  she refuses, I hope you will 
go alone to help you decide ra-
tionally which, if  any, next 

steps you want to take. 
If  you decide to leave your 

marriage, there is no guaran-
tee the woman you have been 
seeing will follow through 
with her divorce, but let her 
know what your plans are. I 
should add that for many peo-
ple, the first relationship after 
a divorce does not lead to 
marriage, if  you're contem-
plating jumping from the fry-
ing pan into the fire.
Dear Abby is written by Abigail Van 
Buren, also known as Jeanne Phillips, and 
was founded by her mother, Pauline Phil-
lips. Contact Dear Abby at www.DearAb-
by.com or P.O. Box 69440, Los Angeles, CA 
90069.

Abby shares more than 100 of her favor-
ite recipes in two booklets: “Abby’s Fa-
vorite Recipes” and “More Favorite Reci-
pes by Dear Abby.” Send your name and 
mailing address, plus check or money 
order for $16 (U.S. funds) to: Dear Abby, 
Cookbooklet Set, P.O. Box 447, Mount 
Morris, IL 61054-0447. (Shipping and 
handling are included in the price.)

Husband makes a connection as marriage teeters

Dear Abby
ABIGAIL  
VAN BUREN
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WEDNESDAY EVENING APRIL 13
 SP FT 7 PM 7:30 8 PM 8:30 9 PM 9:30 10 PM 10:30 11 PM 11:30 12 AM

LOCAL CHANNELS

 WIS	 *	 3 10
WIS News 10 at 
7 (N)  

Entertainment 
Tonight (N)  

Chicago Med “Judge Not, for You Will Be 
Judged” Archer and Asher clash over a 
patient. (N)   (DVS)

Chicago Fire “What’s Inside You” One of 
51’s own is taken hostage. (N)   (DVS)

Chicago P.D. “New Guard” Halstead 
works with a new recruit. (N)   (DVS)

WIS News 10 at 
11 (N)  

(:34) The Tonight Show Starring Jimmy 
Fallon Dua Lipa; Sam Heughan; Band of 
Horses.  

 WLTX	 3	 9 9
News 19 at 7pm (N) Inside Edition (N)  Survivor (N)  Beyond the Edge (N)  News 19 at 11pm 

(N) 
(:35) The Late Show With Stephen 
Colbert  

 WOLO	 9	 5 12
Wheel of Fortune 
“America’s Game” 
(N)  

Jeopardy! (N)  The Goldbergs 
Beverly steps in as a 
PE coach. (N) 

The Wonder Years 
Bruce returns from 
Vietnam. (N) 

The Conners Robin 
and Darlene take a 
career risk. (N) 

(:31) Home Eco-
nomics (N)   (DVS)

A Million Little Things “Fingers Crossed” 
The gang gathers for a game night. (N)   
(DVS)

ABC Columbia 
News at 11 (N) 

(:35) Jimmy Kimmel Live!  

 WRJA	 ;	 11 14
Coastal Kingdom  Travels With Darley 

Revolutionary War 
sites. 

Nature “American Arctic” Arctic National 
Wildlife Refuge. (N)   (DVS)

NOVA “The Cannabis Question” Risks 
posed by cannabis.   (DVS)

Searching for Justice: Life After Lock-
up: Life after incarceration.  

Amanpour and Company (N)  Nature Arctic 
National Wildlife 
Refuge. 

 WACH	 Y	 6 6
The Big Bang 
Theory  

The Big Bang The-
ory “The Hot Troll 
Deviation” 

The Masked Singer “The Double Mask 
Off -- Round 2 Finals” Singers from round 
two compete. (N)  (DVS)

(:01) Domino Masters “Playoffs: Vegas 
Night” The final night of the playoffs. (N)   
(DVS)

WACH FOX News at 10P (N) (Live) Sports Zone (N) The National Desk 
(N) (Live)

Nick Cannon Oliver 
Hudson (The Clean-
ing Lady). 

 WKTC	 Ø	 4 22
Last Man Standing 
“Bridezilla vs. the 
Baxters”  

Last Man Standing 
Mike wants Chuck to 
sell him a car.

Dateline “Something Wicked” The parents 
of a murdered teen.  

Dateline “Out of the Darkness” A Texas 
man is shot on a country road.  

Chicago Fire “You Choose” Foster faces 
blowback for speaking out.   (DVS)

The Carbonaro Ef-
fect Michael serves 
up a drink.

Impractical Jokers 
An unhealthy dose 
of awkwardness.

Pawn Stars Playboy 
Club memorabilia; 
bicycles.

CABLE CHANNELS

 A&E 46 130
Court Cam  Court Cam  Court Cam  Court Cam  Court Cam (N)  Court Cam (N)  (:01) Neighborhood 

Wars (N)  
(:32) Neighborhood 
Wars (N)  

(:04) Court Cam  (:34) Court Cam  (12:03) Court Cam  

 AMC 48 180 (6:00) ›	“Vegas Vacation” (1997) Chevy 
Chase, Beverly D’Angelo. 

››	“Bruce Almighty” (2003, Comedy) Jim Carrey, Morgan Freeman, Jennifer Anis-
ton. A frustrated reporter receives divine powers from God. 

››	“Revenge of the Nerds” (1984, Comedy) Robert Carradine, Anthony Edwards. 
Harried college freshmen strike back at their tormentors. 

››	“Evan Al-
mighty” (2007)

 ANPL 41 100 Mysteries of the Deep River Monsters: Deadliest Man-Eaters River Monsters: Deadliest Man-Eaters River Monsters “Killer Torpedo” Creatures-Forrest Galante River Monsters

 BET 61 162 (6:30) ››	“Tyler Perry’s Madea’s Witness Protection” (2012) Tyler Perry, Eugene 
Levy. Madea uses tough love on a Wall Street banker and his family. 

Tyler Perry’s House 
of Payne

Tyler Perry’s As-
sisted Living (N)

The Ms. Pat Show 
(N)  

Tyler Perry’s House 
of Payne

Tyler Perry’s 
Assisted Living

Martin “Baby You 
Can Drive My Car”

Martin “Variety 
Show”  

 BRAVO 47 181
The Real Housewives of Orange County 
“When in Aspen...” 

The Real Housewives of Orange County 
Featuring bonus footage. (N)

The Real Housewives of Orange County “A Band of House-
wives” Noella confronts Heather about rumors she heard.

The Real Housewives of Orange County 
“A Band of Housewives” 

The Real Housewives of New Jersey 
Dolores hosts a Nashville getaway.

 BSSE 21 47 MLB Baseball Washington Nationals at Atlanta Braves. From Truist Park in Atlanta. 3 Wide Life Florida Football MLB Baseball Washington Nationals at Atlanta Braves.
 CNBC 35 84 The News With Shepard Smith (N) Shark Tank Wet paintbrush storage. Shark Tank A decadent breakfast treat. Shark Tank   (DVS) Shark Tank  Shepard Smith
 CNN 3 80 Erin Burnett OutFront (N) (Live) Anderson Cooper 360 (N) (Live) CNN Tonight (N) (Live) Don Lemon Tonight (N) (Live) Don Lemon Tonight (N) (Live) Newsroom

 COM 57 136
South Park “The 
Ungroundable”

South Park “Cart-
man Finds Love”

South Park “More 
Crap” 

South Park “Faith 
Hilling” 

South Park South Park “Ginger 
Cow” 

South Park “Jew-
pacabra” 

South Park The Daily Show With Trevor Noah (N) (11:46) South Park 
“Moss Piglets”

 DISN 18 200
Big City Greens  Miraculous World: Shanghai - The 

Legend of Lady Dragon (N)  
(:35) Bunk’d A road trip to Maine. (N)  (:35) Big City 

Greens  
Big City Greens  Big City Greens  Miraculous: Tales 

of Ladybug
Miraculous: Tales 
of Ladybug

Jessie  

 DSC 42 103 Moonshiners: Mezcal Mayhem (N) Moonshiners: American Spirit “FDR’s Georgia Moonshine” (Series Premiere) (N) (:03) Bee Czar “Show Me the Honey” (:03) Moonshiners: Master Distiller (N) Moonshiners
 ESPN 26 35 NBA Countdown (:45) NBA Basketball Play-In Tournament: Teams TBA. (N) (Live) (:05) NBA Basketball Play-In Tournament: Teams TBA. (N) (Live)
 ESPN2 27 39 Welcome/NFL Draft: Featured SportsCenter Special NFL Live Draft: Featured Draft: Featured SportsCenter (N) (Live) SportsCenter (N)
 FOOD 40 109 Guy’s Grocery Games Guy’s Grocery Games Guy’s Grocery Games (N) Guy’s Grocery Games Guy’s Grocery Games “World Fusion” Guy’s Games
 FOXN 37 90 Jesse Watters Primetime (N) Tucker Carlson Tonight (N) (Live) Hannity (N) (Live) The Ingraham Angle (N) (Live) Gutfeld! (N) Fox News at Night

 FREE 20 131
The Office 
“A.A.R.M.” 

The Office “Finale” The Office “Finale” The Office “Pilot”  The Office “Diversity 
Day”  

The Office “Health 
Care”  

Good Trouble Angelica and Dyonte 
meet. (N) 

The 700 Club  The Simpsons   
(DVS)

 HALL 52 183
(6:00) “A Second Chance at Love” 
(2022) Gloria Reuben.  (DVS)

“The Wedding Veil Legacy” (2022, Romance) Alison Sweeney, Victor Webster. A 
woman becomes cynical about the legend of a wedding veil. 

The Golden Girls 
“Big Daddy” 

The Golden Girls 
“The Way We Met”

The Golden Girls 
“End of the Curse”

The Golden Girls   
(DVS)

The Golden Girls   
(DVS)

 HGTV 39 112 Love It or List It Love It or List It “Design Intervention” Why the Heck Did I Buy This House? House Hunters (N) House Hunters (N) House Hunters House Hunters This House
 HIST 45 110 Forged in Fire “The Dark Side” Forged in Fire “Blackout” Forged in Fire The smiths forge a ninja blade. (N)   (DVS) (:03) Forged in Fire   (DVS) Forged in Fire 

 ION 13 18
Blue Bloods “Tale of Two Cities” A man 
living a double life is murdered. 

Blue Bloods “Close Calls” Jimmy is forced 
to take down mobsters. 

Blue Bloods A mom speaks out about her 
son’s murder.   (DVS)

Blue Bloods Danny and Baez must find a 
missing girl.   (DVS)

Blue Bloods “Your Six” Danny must find 
an escaped criminal.  (DVS)

Blue Bloods “The 
Devil You Know”

 LIFE 50 145
Rizzoli & Isles Maura meets a man in an 
unusual way. 

Married at First Sight “It’s Just a Blip” The couples have one last romantic trip. (N) (:03) Married at 
First Sight (N)

(:33) Married at First Sight “Australia: Season 9, Episode 3” 
Two more couples get married. (N) 

(12:01) Married at 
First Sight 

 MSNBC 36 92 The ReidOut (N) (Live) All In With Chris Hayes (N) (Live) The Rachel Maddow Show (N) The Last Word With The 11th Hour With Stephanie Ruhle Rachel Maddow
 NICK 16 210 Side Hustle SpongeBob SpongeBob SpongeBob SpongeBob Friends  Friends  Friends  Friends  Friends  Friends  
 NWSN 8 172 On Balance With Leland Vittert (N) NewsNation Prime With Marni Hughes Dan Abrams Live (N) (Live) Banfield (N) NewsNation Prime: Special Report (N) Dan Abrams Live
 PARMT 64 153 ››	“The Sandlot” (1993, Children’s) Thomas Guiry, Mike Vitar, Patrick Renna.  ›››	“Mrs. Doubtfire” (1993, Children’s) Robin Williams, Sally Field, Pierce Brosnan.  The Sandlot (1993)

 SYFY 58 152 (6:00) ›››	“Harry Potter and the Order of the Phoenix” (2007, Fantasy) Daniel 
Radcliffe. Harry prepares a group of students to fight Voldemort.  (DVS)

›››	“Harry Potter and the Half-Blood Prince” (2009, Children’s) Daniel Radcliffe, Rupert Grint, Emma Watson. New dangers lurk for Harry, Dumble-
dore and their friends.  (DVS)

 TBS 24 156
The Big Bang 
Theory 

The Big Bang 
Theory 

All Elite Wrestling: Dynamite (N) (Live) Rat in the Kitchen The rat’s egg-cellent 
sabotage. 

Young Sheldon   
(DVS)

Young Sheldon   
(DVS)

Young Sheldon   
(DVS)

 TCM 49 186 (5:30) ››	“Kismet” 
(1955)

MGM Parade ›››	“Clean and Sober” (1988, Drama) Michael Keaton, Kathy Baker, Morgan Free-
man. Premiere. A fugitive substance abuser must face his addictions.

(:15) ››	“Bright Lights, Big City” (1988, Drama) Michael J. Fox, Kiefer Sutherland, 
Phoebe Cates. Premiere. A young Manhattan writer goes on a binge.

(12:15) “Leaving 
Las Vegas” (1995)

 TLC 43 157 Dr. Pimple Popper Dr. Pimple Popper (N) Dr. Pimple Popper (N) Body Parts “They Look So Real” (N) Body Parts “I Dropped the Nipples” Dr. Pimple Popper

 TNT 23 158
NHL Hockey New York Rangers at Philadelphia Flyers. From Wells Fargo Center in Philadelphia. (N) (Live) NHL Hockey Los Angeles Kings at Colorado Avalanche. From Ball Arena in Denver. (N) (Live) 

 TRUTV 38 129 Impractical Jokers Impractical Jokers Impractical Jokers Impractical Jokers Impractical Jokers Impractical Jokers Impractical Jokers Impractical Jokers Impractical Jokers Impractical Jokers Impractical Jokers
 TV LAND 55 161 Andy Griffith Show Andy Griffith Show Love-Raymond Love-Raymond Love-Raymond Love-Raymond Love-Raymond Love-Raymond King of Queens King of Queens King of Queens

 USA 25 132
Law & Order: Special Victims Unit A 
predator targets men in gay bars. 

Law & Order: Special Victims Unit Three 
cases come in at midnight. 

Law & Order: Special Victims Unit A 
teen is assaulted in the projects. 

Temptation Island “Plot Twist” A plot twist 
at the eliminations. (N)

(:01) The Courtship “Parents on Leave” 
Trauma surfaces at a private date. (N)

Law & Order: Spe-
cial Victims Unit

 WE 68 166 NCIS Death of a missing lance corporal. NCIS Marine is attacked in his home. NCIS Military country-club bombing. NCIS “Once a Hero”  NCIS “Twisted Sister”  NCIS “Smoked”
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How safe is cannabis? ‘NOVA’ turns to science
BY KEVIN McDONOUGH

Legalized cannabis may be good for 
business, but is it good for people? 
Decades of  prohibition have sent 
countless thousands of  people to pris-
on for possession and trafficking of  a 
drug that many have come to see as 
benign. And while many white adults 
consider cannabis use as "casual" or 
an indiscretion from their youth, the 
vast majority of  those with felony 
convictions related to cannabis are 
people of  color. You don't have to be a 
cynic to see marijuana laws as just 
another excuse to put Black and 
brown people behind bars.

These and other questions are ex-
plored on the "NOVA" (9 p.m., PBS, r, 
TV-14, check local listings) presenta-
tion "The Cannabis Question."

Curiously, the rush to make money 
in legalized marijuana sales has oc-
curred without a serious scientific 
study of  the effects of  marijuana use. 
Laboratory studies of  cannabis are 
problematic because, while it has 
been decriminalized in dozens of  
states, the federal government still 
considers it a Schedule 1 narcotic — 
on the same level as heroin. It's the 
very definition of  a Catch-22. You 
should study weed before you legalize 
it, but you can't study it because it re-
mains illegal.

This "NOVA" documentary presents 
the most recent research on the rela-
tionship between cannabis and 
human body chemistry, and looks at 
concerns about the effects of  mari-
juana use on the developing brain. It 
includes reports from a researcher 
who scanned the brains of  more than 
1,000 teenagers to compare cognitive 
differences between teens who use 
cannabis and those who do not.

It also reports on experiments in 
using cannabis to treat afflictions, in-
cluding anxiety and epilepsy. Outside 
of  the laboratory, claims about the 

beneficial effects of  cannabis oils 
have sparked a lucrative niche in the 
"wellness" industry, a largely unregu-
lated realm of  hype, unfounded 
health claims and other goop.

Proof  that legalized weed has 
grown very mainstream can be found 
on Discovery+. In addition to "Grow-
ing Belushi," which follows actor Jim 
Belushi and his marijuana farm and 
business, there's the new series "High 
Design," streaming today.

Host Kim Myles explores the phe-
nomenon of  marijuana dispensaries. 
She helps owners create welcoming 
spaces and avoid tacky visual cliches 
in order to grow their business in an 
increasingly crowded marketplace.

• President Barack Obama hosts, 
produces and narrates "Our Great Na-
tional Parks," streaming on Netflix. 
Filmed on five continents, the series 
explores protected natural habitats 
for plants, birds and animals that 
have become increasingly endan-
gered as human populations expand 
into areas once considered wilder-
ness.

Much like cartoons that once al-
lowed nameless actors to flourish as 
voice-over talent but now rely on 
boldfaced names, nature documenta-
ry narration has become the province 
of  celebrities. From the ubiquitous 
Richard Attenborough to Morgan 
Freeman, Tilda Swinton and other 
movie stars, documentaries depend 
on recognizable voices. A recent Dis-
ney+ documentary about elephants 
was narrated by Meghan Markle, the 
"Suits" star who has gone on to ap-
pear in Britain's longest-running soap 
opera.

Along those lines, Campbell Scott 
("House of  Cards") narrates "Ameri-
can Arctic" on "Nature" (8 p.m., PBS, 
TV-G, check local listings), following 
the winter migration of  musk ox and 
caribou in Alaska's northern latitudes.

TONIGHT'S OTHER HIGHLIGHTS
• Archer and Asher squabble over 

a patient's care on "Chicago Med" (8 
p.m., NBC, TV-14).

• A colleague is taken hostage on 
"Chicago Fire" (9 p.m., NBC, TV-14).

• Halstead mentors a rookie on 
"Chicago P.D." (10 p.m., NBC, TV-14).

• Glum Gary needs cheering up on 
"A Million Little Things" (10 p.m., ABC, 
TV-14).

SERIES NOTES
Adam enrolls in a Jazzercise class 

on "The Goldbergs" (8 p.m., ABC, TV-
PG) * Dousing the Black Flame on 
"The Flash" (8 p.m., CW, TV-PG) * 
Home from the war, Bruce dates an 
older woman on "The Wonder Years" 
(8:30 p.m., ABC, TV-PG) * Dan's gen-
erosity irks Louise on "The Conners" 

(9 p.m., ABC, TV-PG) * A secret 
meeting on "Kung Fu" (9 p.m., CW, 
TV-PG) * Tom's self-imposed dead-
line on "Home Economics" (9:30 p.m., 
ABC, TV-PG) * "Beyond the Edge" (10 
p.m., CBS, TV-PG).

LATE NIGHT
Claire Foy, Paul Bettany and 

Bright Eyes are on "The Late Show 
With Stephen Colbert" (11:35 p.m., 
CBS) * Jimmy Fallon welcomes Dua 
Lipa, Sam Hueghan and Band of  
Horses on "The Tonight Show" (11:35 
p.m., NBC, r) * Holly Hunter, Patti 
Harrison and Catherine Cohen visit 
"Late Night With Seth Meyers" (12:35 
a.m., NBC, r).

Copyright 2022
United Feature Syndicate

GEORGE BURNS JR. / NBC
Steven Weber, left, stars as Dr. Dean Archer and Jessy Schram as Dr. Hannah Asher in 
the “Judge Not, For You Will be Judged” episode of “Chicago Med,” airing at 8 p.m. today 
on NBC.

Pink Floyd members reunite to record song for Ukraine
LONDON (AP) — Pink 

Floyd has released its first 
new music in almost three de-
cades to raise money for the 
people of  Ukraine.

"Hey Hey Rise Up" features 
Pink Floyd members David 
Gilmour and Nick Mason, 
with vocals from Ukrainian 
singer Andriy Khlyvnyuk of  
the band BoomBox. Roger Wa-
ters, who left the band in the 
1980s, is not involved.

The track features Khly-

vnyuk singing a patriotic 
Ukrainian song from a clip he 
recorded in front of  Kyiv's St. 
Sophia Cathedral and posted 
on social media.

Gilmour, who performed 
with BoomBox in London in 
2015, said the video was "a 
powerful moment that made 
me want to put it to music."

After Russia's invasion, Kh-
lyvnyuk cut short a tour of  the 
U.S. to return to Ukraine and 
join a territorial defense unit.

Gilmour said he spoke to 
Khlyvnyuk, who was recover-
ing in a hospital from a mortar 
shrapnel injury, while he was 
writing the song. He said: "I 
played him a little bit of  the 
song down the phone line and 
he gave me his blessing. We 
both hope to do something to-
gether in person in the future."

The song was released Fri-
day and the band says pro-
ceeds will go to the Ukraine 
Humanitarian Relief  Fund.

"We want to express our 
support for Ukraine, and in 
that way show that most of  the 
world thinks that it is totally 
wrong for a superpower to in-
vade the independent demo-
cratic country that Ukraine 
has become," Gilmour said.

Pink Floyd was founded in 
London in the mid-1960s and 
helped forge the U.K. psyche-
delic scene before releasing in-
fluential 1970s albums includ-
ing "The Dark Side of  the 

Moon," "Wish You Were Here" 
and "The Wall."

Original member Waters 
quit in 1985, and the remaining 
members of  Pink Floyd last 
recorded together for the 1994 
album "The Division Bell." 
After keyboard player Richard 
Wright died in 2008, Gilmour 
said he doubted Pink Floyd 
would perform together again.

"Hey Hey Rise Up" also fea-
tures Guy Pratt on bass and 
Nitin Sawhney on keyboards.
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