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MORE STORMS, FEWER 
STAFFERS WORRY NWS

CHANCE
RAIN

51°
43°

WEST WIND 5 MPH

FORECAST FOR MAY 21

100%   100%   

Sitka High School graduates throw their mortarboards in the air af-
ter receiving their degrees Monday night in the school gymnasium. The 
gym was standing-room-only for the ceremony that saw 72 seniors grad-
uate. Guest speaker for the evening was Stacy Golden, Sitka High sci-

ence teacher. Following the commencement graduates were driven in a 
parade over the O’Connell Bridge, a Covid-era tradition that has been 
maintained. Photos of the event are on the Sentinel website, sitkasenti-
nel.com. (Sentinel Photo by James Poulson)

Override Vote Saves
Hike in School BSA

Hats Off

Park Restroom Gets Replacement

AMSEA Cuts Can Keep Fishermen on the Dock
GARLAND KENNEDY

Sentinel Staff Writer
Funding cuts to the U.S. Department 

of Health and Human Services has put 
lifesaving safety classes for commercial 
fishermen in jeopardy, says Leann 
Cyr, executive director of the Alaska 
Marine Safety Education Association.

AMSEA receives funding from the 
National Institute for Occupational 
Safety and Health, which lost most 
of its staff in cuts to the Department 
of Health and Human Services under 
HHS Secretary Robert Kennedy Jr.

“When you’re talking about funding 
cuts in particular, what we’re looking 
at is a couple grant programs under 
NIOSH for commercial fishing safety. 
Because the employees were fired and 
they’re just not there, the program can’t 
be administered. It wasn’t cut, it’s just 
that it can’t function,” Cyr told the 
Sentinel on Monday.

The cuts to NIOSH took effect 
in April and May, but the Trump 
administration has moved to rehire 
workers vital to the safety of coal 
miners and firefighters.

AMSEA, a grant-funded nonprofit, 
is based in Sitka but conducts maritime 
safety courses across Alaska and in 
other states. Before Trump, the budget 
was about $750,000, and there were 
plans to go for a $1 million grant, Cyr 
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Himschoot, Stedman
Say Funds Still at Risk

By JAMES BROOKS and 
CORINNE SMITH

 Alaska Beacon
Alaska’s public schools may see 

the largest permanent funding boost 
in well over a decade, after the Alas-
ka Legislature voted for the first time 
since 2002 to override a sitting gover-
nor’s veto.

With a 46-14 vote, lawmakers sig-
nificantly increased Alaska’s per-stu-
dent public funding formula, overrid-
ing Gov. Mike Dunleavy’s decision to 
reject House Bill 57. Forty votes were 
needed for an override. 

“This was a truly bipartisan vote 
reflective of everyone in Alaska,” said 
Speaker of the House Bryce Edgmon, 
I-Dillingham.

While the new law changes state 
policy on school funding, whether 
Alaska schools actually see an increase 
for the coming school year depends on 
the outcome of the budget process.

It was the third time in two years 
that the governor vetoed a significant 
education funding bill; lawmakers 
failed by a single vote to override 
the governor last year. A second 
veto earlier this year was sustained 

by a larger margin.
Senate President Gary Stevens, 

R-Kodiak, said, “I had heard that we 
would be at 46, and that was just per-
fect. … I sort of hoped there wouldn’t 
be a lot of discussion. There wasn’t 
any. Everyone knew how they wanted 
to vote.”

The override means a permanent 
increase of $700 in the base student al-
location, core of the state’s per-student 
funding formula.

That’s a small year-over-year in-
crease for public schools, which re-
ceived bonus funding last year equiv-
alent to a $680 BSA increase.

Critically, that money wasn’t ap-
proved until late in the budget pro-
cess, which meant school districts had 
to budget for less money, then restore 
programs and rehire teachers once the 
money was approved.

Adding money to the base level 
would reduce that back-and-forth.

In addition, the bill changes the 
charter school application process, 
directs school districts to develop pol-
icies to restrict students’ cellphone use, 
creates a grant program designed to 

Rep. Rebecca Himschoot is seen 
at the Capitol Tuesday. (Photo by 
James Brooks/Alaska Beacon)

Voter Turnout Averages 
150 In Early Voting

The Daily Sentinel 
will not publish
Monday, May 26
in observance of

Memorial Day
The deadline for news 

releases and advertising
items for the Tuesday,

May 27 edition is
3 p.m. Friday, May 23

Next Ship
Wednesday, May 21

Passengers
4363 (capacity) 

NOTE: All info based on 
data available at press 
time. Subject to change.

NG Sea Lion
Petro Marine

Eurodam
Sitka Cruise Terminal

8am – 4pm

Quantum of the Seas
Sitka Cruise Terminal

9:30am – 5pm

CATHY LI 
Sentinel Staff Writer

The recently demolished Crescent 
Harbor restroom, located in the 700 
block of Lincoln Street near the Sea-
walk, will be replaced by the end of 
June, Project Manager Jason Hudson 
said. 

The City and Borough of Sitka is 
working with McG Constructors of 
Sitka, whose bid was about $329,000 
for the project. The total cost to the 
city may increase after additional 
water and electrical work.

The new bathroom is a prefab-
ricated module, and Hudson said 
the installation team will add some 
“artistic flair,” such as a decorative 
truss and matching its color palette 
to other buildings in the area.

The availability of toilets at Har-
rigan Centennial Hall should help 
mitigate the inconvenience to visi-
tors while the restroom is under con-
struction, Hudson said.

The structure that was taken down 
on May 3 was built in the 1970s, and 
“anyone walking past it could see 
that it was in need of some love,” 
Hudson said.

The siding was falling off, paint 
was chipping and insulation was be-
coming visible. It would have been 
more labor-intensive to refurbish all 
these features than to replace the 
structure altogether, he said.

A drawing shows the new Crescent Park prefabricated restroom, to be 
installed by the end of June. (Image provided by Jason Hudson)

The old Crescent Park restroom is pictured in February. It was razed earlier 
this month. (Sentinel File Photo by James Poulson)

SHANNON HAUGLAND
Sentinel Staff Writer

Early voting has been brisk for the 
May 28 special election on a proposi-
tion to limit local cruise ship visitation, 
the city clerk reported Monday.

The number of voters going to the 
polls since early voting started May 
13 has ranged from 83 to 206 per day, 
with an average of 150 per day, Sara 
Peterson said.

“It’s quite a large turnout for early 
voting, so folks are engaged, which is 
nice to see,” she said.

Early voting runs from May 13 
through May 27 at Harrigan Centenni-
al Hall. Hours are 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. 
Monday through Friday, and 9 a.m. to 
noon on Saturday. Voting is closed for 
Memorial Day, Monday, May 26.

On the day of the special election 
Wednesday, May 28, polls are open 7 
a.m. to 8 p.m. in rooms 5 and 6 for Pre-

cinct 1, and Rooms 2 and 3 for Precinct 
2.

Turnout was highest during the 
week, with the lowest turnout day be-
ing Saturday, when polls were open for 
three hours.

Ballots cast in early voting will be 
counted after polls close on election 
night, along with the ballots cast on 
election day. Absentee ballots will be 
counted on Monday, June 2, at Centen-
nial Hall.

Proposition 1 was put on the ballot 
through the citizens initiative process 
by members of the group Small Town 
Soul. The question asks whether voters 
want to adopt Ordinance No. 2024-33 
to regulate all cruise ship visitation, 
beginning with the 2026 cruise season.

The proposed ordinance includes reg-
ulations to cap the number of scheduled 
passengers to 300,000 per season and 
4,500 per day; limit port calls to May 1 
through Sept. 30; restrict port calls to up 
to six days a week ensuring at least one 
day per week with no large ship.

Other provisions in the proposed 
ordinance are for the city to imple-
ment and administer a scheduling and 
permitting system for large and small 
ships; for operators to report visitation 
data to the city; and for the city to en-
force the ordinance (fines, suspending 
permits).

Other ways to vote include by ab-
sentee ballots by mail, by fax or elec-
tronic transmission, by personal rep-
resentative and absentee voting. The 
deadline for requesting an absentee 
ballot by mail is 5 p.m. May 21; and the 
deadline for submitting an application 
to vote by email is 5 p.m. May 28.

Those with questions may email 
clerk@cityofsitka.org.

said.
Starting July 1, “if nothing changes, 

we’re not going to have funding for any 
commercial fishing safety program 
that we offer in Alaska,” she said.

“They essentially got rid of NIOSH 
altogether. That doesn’t just affect 
commercial fishing safety, but it 
affects a lot of other industries, like 
coal miners and firefighters, loggers, 
and these are really dangerous 
industries. NIOSH is the only agency 
who protects those workers,” Cyr said.

AMSEA receives congressionally 
authorized federal funds, as well as a 
smaller amount – about $185,000 this 
year – from the state, which is used for 
general boating safety and recreational 
boating classes.

Alaska Sen. Lisa Murkowski stated 
her concerns at a May 14 meeting of 
the Senate Committee on Health, 
Education, Labor and Pensions.

While a number of NIOSH 
workers were rehired after their firing, 
“employees that received (reduction 
in force) notices for the program were 
not rescinded in the NIOSH Center for 
Marine Safety and Health Studies,” 
Murkowski informed Sec. Kennedy 
a week ago. “So this is a big deal for 
our commercial fishing safety. It could 
effectively leave our fishing fleet out of 
compliance with Coast Guard safety 

regs. So we’re watching that very, 
very carefully.”

Kennedy replied: “You’re talking 
about the NIOSH program, you 
should talk to me about that. And 
as you know that’s something I’m 
deeply concerned with, commercial 
fisheries.”

“Most fishermen are required to 
take the emergency drill conductor 
training, and if they can’t take that 
training, they could be stuck at the 
dock,” Cyr said.

“This time of year, we get calls all 
the time to AMSEA saying, ‘Hey, I 
need the training right now, because 
I went to get my exam and they said 
I needed this training.’ And that 
happens all over the country,” she 
said.

While funding for drill conductor 
classes runs out July 1 in Alaska, 
AMSEA will run out of money for 
national classes on September 1.

The classes, which have run 
for decades, are proven lifesavers. 
Commercial fishing is the second most 
dangerous profession in the country, 
the Bureau of Labor Statistics says, 
behind only timber, and Cyr noted 
that fishing fatalities plummeted after 
NIOSH instituted maritime safety 
programs.

“Fishermen need the training to be 

able to survive. And there’s been an 
80 percent decrease in fatalities from 
(the establishment of these NIOSH 
programs) until now. There’s still 
almost just as many vessel disasters 
and falls overboard; those are the two 
leading causes of death for fishermen 
nationally,” she noted. The difference 
is that crew members now survive 
those incidents.

The drill conductor class teaches 
fishermen how to deploy safety gear 
such as life rafts and survival suits, as 
well as how to place and use EPIRBs 
to ensure the successful rescue of a 
crew during a crisis.

In the opening days of the Trump 
administration in January and 
February, Cyr said, AMSEA’s grant 
funding was frozen, and there was 
also a halt in communications from 
HHS leading up to the mass firing of 
employees.

AMSEA exists to provide 
commercial fishermen with the 
resources needed to stay safe on the 
water, and have the proper training 
required to fish at all.

“It’s pretty much why we were 
started. It’s great to do the recreational 
boating – we’re trying to expand 
that – but this is why we came into 
existence, was to fill that particular 
(commercial fishing) need. So it would 
be not acceptable for us to lose the 
commercial fishing safety program,” 
Cyr said, “because who else is going 
to do it, and who else is going to fund 

Continued on Back Page
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SHANNON HAUGLAND
Sentinel Staff Writer

Sitka’s legislators say today’s over-
ride of Gov. Dunleavy’s veto marks 
progress in securing a permanent 
funding increase for schools, but still 
leaves school districts uncertain about 
their budgets for the fiscal year start-
ing July 1.

“Hopefully as we work through our 
process here, the $700 (increase in per 
student funding) will be included, but 
there’s no guaranteeing,” Sen. Bert 
Stedman said shortly after casting a 
“yes” vote to override the governor’s 
veto. “I think the schools need to be 
cautious on their budgets and use some 
number less than that.”

Both Stedman, co-chair of Sen-
ate Finance, and Rep. Rebecca Him-
schoot, co-chair of House Education 
Committee, voted with the majority in 
the Legislature’s successful effort to 
override the veto.

Himschoot said it’s the first time 
in the seven years that Dunleavy has 
been governor that the Legislature 
has summoned the 40 votes needed to 
override his veto, and she was pleased 
with the message this conveys.

“Today the Legislature stood up 
for students, families and Alaska’s fu-
ture,” said Himschoot, an independent 
who represents District 2. “It’s an his-
toric day but still leaves school boards 

across the state in grave uncertainty 
since the governor can still choose to 
veto some portion of the appropriation 
to fund schools when he considers the 
budget over the coming weeks.”

“With the funding there’s no magic 
number that fits all school districts,” 
Stedman said. “This is a reasonable 
number, and it’s also within the (over-
all state) budget.”
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20 YEARS AGO
May 2005

	Photo caption: A plaque proclaim-
ing Sheldon Jackson College cam-
pus a  National Historic Landmark 
is unveiled by SJC trustees Richard 
Scheumann, at left, and Monte Wilson 
National Park Service Alaska Region 
regional director Victory Knox, in 
front of Allen Auditorium. Knox said 
the school is the oldest educational in-
stitution in the state.

50 YEARS AGO
May 1975

	Precipitation was .15 inch below 
normal for Sitka in April, Sitka Ob-
servatory reports. In all, 5.20 inches of 
rain and snow fell, and Sitka is now .17 
inch below normal. The highest tem-
perature was a 55 reading on April 25, 
and the lowest was a 25 on April 4.
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Cruise Ship Waste
Dear Editor: Cruise ships bring mon-
ey to our town but also discard waste 
into our waters. As of 2019, there is 
no funding from the State of Alaska to 
monitor these wastewater discharges.
	 The Sentinel article of May 7 
about the debate on this issue, includ-
ed a statement reading in part that the 
“Alaska Department of Environmen-
tal Conservation”… showed “recent 
cruise ship wastewater violations in-
volving excessive discharges of pol-
lutants like ammonia, copper, chlorine 
and fecal coliform.”
	 A letter to the editor in the Senti-
nel dated May 15, 2025, by Devon 
Calvin gave specifics that certainly 
made me stop and think once again 
about the limits of what nature can 
absorb and still thrive. In that letter he 
made the statement: “On each cruise, 
a 3,600-passenger ship will gener-
ate about 55 million gallons of acid-
ic scrubber wastewater – equal to 84 
Olympic-sized swimming pools.” That 
is just the engine waste. Calvin also 
stated: “On a seven-day journey, a ship 
of this size dumps 211,000 gallons of 
treated sewage and 1.7 million gallons 
of gray water.

Some are allowed to dump treated 
sewage in Alaska waters, even at port; 
others are required to dump outside 
three miles.”

With no monitoring, ignoring re-
quirements is easy. The requirements 
don’t even seem strict enough to pro-
tect the environment. This is a problem 
that needs to be addressed whether 
there is 1 or 6 cruise ships in our wa-
ters.

However our community decides to 
vote, I would ask that those with the 
most say in this industry will consider 
the future of our waters and all of us. 
Don’t let the extra dollars now, cause 
you to ignore your responsibility for 
the futures of everyone and the beauty 
of this place. Please, please include the 
future in your decisions for the present. 

Beth Kindig, Sitka

Vote Yes on Prop 1
Dear Editor: Today, I took a walk 
from my home on Maksoutoff Street 
to vote. I saw a couple looking a bit 
lost so I asked if I could help them find 
what they might be looking for.

They said they were trying find 
where lighter boats picked up passen-
gers. I pointed out where to go for one 
under the bridge. They told me they 
visited Sitka a few years back so had 
seen lot of Sitka’s sights at that time. 
They had planned to do little shopping. 
They then said Sitka is now too crowd-
ed, so they are going go back to their 
ship. Everywhere they went here, they 
had to stand in line. They said that is 
bad enough on the ships.

They also said they won’t be back 
unless Sitka cuts down on visitor traf-
fic. They asked about signs they’ve 
seen in town about Proposition 1. I told 
them Proposition 1 are efforts to thin 
down the number of ships coming on 
the same days. Today there were five 
ships.

They said they just hope Sitka has 
the sense to vote Yes on it! It is hard to 
disagree with what these cruise visitors 
said, which is: Vote Yes on Prop 1!

Kim Elliot, 
Sitka resident since 1959

Voting No on 1
Dear Editor: As a financial profession-
al and someone with historical knowl-
edge of sales taxation in Sitka, I want 
to offer my perspective that an analysis 
of readily available hard historical data 
from the City and Borough of Sitka 
shows that, even with inflation factored 
in and construction sales factored out, a 
compelling argument can be made that 
the explosion in retail sales and sales 
of services have accounted for the large 
increase in sales tax collections since 
the COVID 19 pandemic. Accordingly, 
a very strong argument can be made 
that sales and services to the cruise in-
dustry is the driving factor behind this 
inflation-adjusted large increase.

Detailed sales and sales tax collec-
tion can be found in City and Borough 
of Sitka’s 2024 Annual Comprehensive 
Financial Report. The report is can be 
accessed through the City and Bor-
ough’s website by going to the Finance 
Department’s page on the website and 
clicking on the link there. In the report, 
sales and sales tax collection data by 
industry/business segment is found on 
page 118.

The city’s sales tax data shows over-
all sales growing from $436 million 
in FY21 to $810 million in FY24, an 
increase of $374 million or 85% over 
the three-year period. Adjusted for esti-
mated inflation, the increase would still 
be $282 million or 65% over the three-
year period. The data shows a big in-
crease in construction sales, but – IM-
PORTANTLY – an almost negligible 
increase in corresponding sales taxes 
collected on those construction sales.  

What is clear to me is that, when in-
flation is factored into the data and con-
struction is factored out, there is a clear 
and compelling increase in retail sales 
and the sales of services! The infla-
tion-adjusted data without construction 
shows that overall sales grew by $79.3 
million. So, with inflation factored in 
and construction factored out, I ask 
what – exactly – accounts for this $80 
million growth in sales in Sitka? What 
other segment of our local economy 
has expanded, besides tourism, to ac-
count for this growth? We always had 
independent tourism here, even before 
the pandemic, and independent tourism 
is limited by the availability of lodging.

It is also important to understand 
what a significant reduction in taxable 
sales and subsequent reduction in sales 

Thank You, Old Harbor
Dear Editor: Please allow me to take 
this opportunity to publicly acknowl-
edge a local business that has been 
quietly providing Sitkans with a won-
derful service for at least two decades.

Old Harbor Books has been deliv-
ering books to the Sitka Jail free of 
charge for as long as I can remember. 
Obviously, a jail is a secure and re-
strictive environment designed to keep 
contraband out. For security and san-
itation reasons, books and magazines 
are highly restricted.

Thankfully for our citizens, Old 
Harbor books allows people serving 
time in the Sitka Jail to order new 
books, and will then deliver the books 
to the jail securely and discreetly. Old 
Harbor has been a trusted service pro-
vider to the Sitka Jail for many years 
and we are grateful for their continued 
service.

Dave Nelson
Sitka Police Department

Sitka Forecast
For tonight expect a low of 43 de-

grees with a 20 percent chance of rain 
followed by mostly cloudy skies. For 
Wednesday, a high of 51 with a 20 
percent chance of rain followed by an 
overnight low of 43 and mostly cloudy 
skies.

Sitka Weather
Temperatures ranged from 43 to 58 

degrees, the wind gusted to 19 mph at 
6:33 p.m., and no rain was logged in 
the 24 hours ending at midnight last 
night, Sitka Flight Service Station re-
ports.

tax collections means to Sitka. Based 
on my experience as CBS Finance Di-
rector, reductions in sales tax revenue 
almost always result in postponements 
or eliminations of general govern-
mental repair and maintenance capital 
projects, especially street repair. Push 
coming to shove, capital projects have 
always been paired back before reduc-
tions in school funding or staff reduc-
tions in the city workforce.  

Shrinking our local economy will 
diminish overall prosperity for all.  We 
need to grow our economy, utilizing 
what opportunities are afforded us.  
This is why I will vote No on Propo-
sition 1.

Jay Sweeney, Sitka

By SETH BORENSTEIN 
AP Science Writer

WASHINGTON (AP) — As nasty 
tornadoes popped up from Kansas to 
Kentucky, a depleted National Weather 
Service was in scramble mode.

The agency’s office in Jackson, Ken-
tucky, had begun closing nightly as 
deep cuts by Elon Musk’s Department 
of Government Efficiency began hit-
ting. But the weather service kept staff-
ers on overtime Friday night to stay on 
top of the deadly storms, which killed 
nearly 20 people in the Jackson office’s 
forecast area.

It’s a scenario likely to be repeated 
as the U.S. is on track to see more torna-
does this year than in 2024, which was 
the second-busiest tornado year on re-
cord. Forecasters said there was at least 
a 10% risk of tornadoes today for 10.6 
million people in parts of Missouri, Ar-
kansas, Oklahoma and Texas. Weath-
er service veterans expressed concern 
about the agency’s ability to keep up in 
the face of the cuts.

Rich Thompson, lead operations 
forecaster at the NWS Storm Prediction 
Center in Norman, Oklahoma, said the 
job is getting done. But he acknowl-
edged that staffing cuts have “made it 
harder on us.”

“It has made it hard on the local of-
fices just to make sure that we have all 
of our important duties covered. But, I 
mean, most of the people take those im-
portant duties seriously, so we’re going 
to do what it takes to cover it,” Thomp-
son said. “I hope we’re not in the same 
staffing situation long term. ... It would 
be hard to sustain this for months or 
years.”

NWS spokesperson Erica Grow Cei 
said the Jackson office “remained fully 
staffed through the duration of the event 
using surge staffing” and had support 
from neighboring offices.

A leaner weather service is seeing 
more extreme weather

The Storm Prediction Center had tal-
lied 883 local tornado reports this year 
as of Monday, which was 35% higher 
than average for this time of year.

Many former weather service em-
ployees, especially those fired by the 
Trump administration, remain connect-
ed to the agency’s inner workings. They 
describe an agency that’s somehow get-
ting forecasts and warnings out in time, 
but is also near the breaking point.

“They’ll continue to answer the bell 
as long as they can, but you can only ask 
people to work 80 hours or 120 hours a 
week, you know for so long,” said Elbert 
“Joe” Friday, a former weather service 
director. “They may be so bleary-eyed, 
they can’t identify what’s going on on 
the radar.”

Tom DiLiberto, a weather service 
meteorologist and spokesman who was 
fired in earlier rounds of the job cuts, 
said the situation is like a boat with 
leaks “and you have a certain amount of 
pieces of duct tape and you keep mov-
ing duct tape to different holes. At some 
point, you can’t.”

As of March, some of the weather 
service offices issuing tornado warn-
ings Friday and Sunday were above the 
20% vacancy levels that outside experts 
have said is a critical threshold. Those 
include Jackson, with a 25% vacancy 

rate, Louisville, Kentucky, with a 29% 
vacancy rate, and Wichita, Kansas, with 
a 32% vacancy rate, according to data 
compiled by weather service employees 
and obtained by the AP.

Technologies used to predict torna-
does have significantly improved, but 
radar can’t replace a well-rested staff 
that has to figure out how nasty or 
long-lasting storms will be and how to 
get information to the public, said Kar-
en Kosiba, managing director of the 
Flexible Array of Mesonets and Radars 
(FARM) facility, a network of weather 
equipment used for research.

“There really are not enough people 
to handle everything,” said University 
of Oklahoma meteorology professor 
Howard Bluestein, who chased six tor-
nadoes Sunday. “If the station is under-
staffed, that could affect the quality of 
forecasts.”

Cuts hit in different ways
Former weather service Director Lou-

is Uccellini said budget cuts have dras-
tically reduced the number of weather 
balloon launches, which provide critical 
information for forecasts. And weather 
service workers aren’t being allowed to 
travel to help train local disaster officials 
for what to do when they get dangerous 
weather warnings, he said.

Though the number of tornadoes is 
nearly at a record pace, Thompson and 
other experts said the tornado outbreak 
of the last few days is mostly normal for 
this time of year.

For tornadoes to form, the atmo-
sphere needs a collision of warm 
moist air from the Gulf of Mexico 
and storm systems chugging through 
via the jet stream, the river of air that 
brings weather fronts from west to east, 
said Thompson, Bluestein and Harold 
Brooks of the weather service’s Nation-
al Severe Storm Laboratory.

“The moisture that we’re getting 
from the Gulf of Mexico is a lot more 
than we used to get,” said Bluestein. 
“That makes the likelihood that we’re 
getting a stronger storm higher and 
that’s pretty unusual.”

Temperatures in the Gulf are a 
couple of degrees warmer than usual 
for this time of year, according to the 
weather service.

The connection between climate 
change and tornadoes is not as well 
understood as the links between other 
types of extreme weather such as heavy 
rainfall and heat waves, experts say.

“Under the climate change scenario, 
we’re kind of supercharging the atmo-
sphere on some days and then actually 
reducing the favorability on others,” 
said Ohio State University atmospheric 
sciences professor Jana Houser.

Scientists are also seeing more tor-
nadoes in January, February, March and 
other times when it used to be too cold 
for twisters to form, especially in Ala-
bama, Georgia, Mississippi and Tennes-
see, she said.

More people are also living in harm’s 
way, Brooks said. That’s why Uccellini 
and others see increasing risks to peo-
ple and property.

“When you have this kind of threat 
and you’re understaffed at some point, 
something’s going to slip through the 
cracks,” Uccellini said. “I can’t tell you 
when it’s going to happen.”

More Storms, Fewer
Staffers Worry NWS

By TODD RICHMOND 
Associated Press

Capt. Ed Enos makes his living as 
a harbor pilot in Hawaii, clambering 
aboard arriving ships in the predawn 
hours and guiding them into port.

His world revolves around wind 
speeds, current strength and wave 
swells. When Enos is bobbing in dan-
gerous waters in the dark, his cell-
phone is his lifeline: with a few taps 
he can access the Integrated Ocean 
Observing System and pull up the data 
needed to guide what are essentially 
floating warehouses safely to the dock.

But maybe not for much longer. 
President Donald Trump wants to 
eliminate all federal funding for the 
observing system’s regional operations. 
Scientists say the cuts could mean the 
end of efforts to gather real-time data 
crucial to navigating treacherous har-
bors, plotting tsunami escape routes 
and predicting hurricane intensity.

“It’s the last thing you should be 
shutting down,” Enos said. “There’s no 
money wasted. Right at a time when 
we should be getting more money to 
do more work to benefit the public, 
they want to turn things off. That’s the 
wrong strategy at the wrong time for 
the wrong reasons.”

Monitoring system tracks
 all things ocean

The IOOS system launched about 
20 years ago. It’s made up of 11 re-
gional associations in multiple states 
and territories, including the Virgin 
Islands, Alaska, Hawaii, Washington 
state, Michigan, South Carolina and 
Southern California.

The regional groups are networks 
of university researchers, conservation 
groups, businesses and anyone else 
gathering or using maritime data. The 
associations are the Swiss army knife 
of oceanography, using buoys, sub-
mersible drones and radar installations 
to track water temperature, wind speed, 
atmospheric pressure, wave speeds, 
swell heights and current strength.

The networks monitor the Great 
Lakes, U.S. coastlines, the Gulf of 
Mexico, which Trump renamed the 
Gulf of America, the Gulf of Alaska, 
the Caribbean and the South Pacif-
ic and upload member data to public 
websites in real time.

Maritime community and 
military rely on system data

Cruise ship, freighter and tanker pi-
lots like Enos, as well as the U.S. Navy 
and Coast Guard, use the information 
directly to navigate harbors safely, plot 
courses around storms and conduct 
search-and-rescue operations.

The associations’ observations feed 
into National Weather Service fore-
casts. The Pacific Northwest associa-
tion uses tsunami data to post real-time 
coastal escape routes on a public-fac-
ing app. And the Hawaii association 
not only posts data that is helpful to 
harbor pilots but tracks hurricane in-
tensity and tiger sharks that have been 
tagged for research.

The associations also track toxic 
algal blooms, which can force beach 
closures and kill fish. The maps help 
commercial anglers avoid those emp-

Ocean Monitors Face
Sharp Budget Cuts

ty regions. Water temperature data can 
help identify heat layers within the 
ocean and, because it’s harder for fish 
to survive in those layers, knowing hot 
zones helps anglers target better fish-
ing grounds.

The regional networks are not for-
mal federal agencies but are almost 
entirely funded through federal grants 
through the National Oceanic and At-
mospheric Administration. The current 
federal budget allocates $43.5 million 
for the networks. A Republican bill in 
the House natural resources committee 
would actually send them more mon-
ey, $56 million annually, from 2026 
through 2030.

Cuts catch network 
administrators by surprise

A Trump administration memo 
leaked in April proposes a $2.5 billion 
cut to the Department of Commerce, 
which oversees NOAA, in the 2026 
federal budget.

Part of the proposal calls for elimi-
nating federal funding for the regional 
monitoring networks, even though the 
memo says one of the activities the 
administration wants the commerce 
department to focus on is collecting 
ocean and weather data.

The memo offered no other jus-
tifications for the cuts. The proposal 
stunned network users.

“We’ve worked so hard to build 
an incredible system and it’s running 
smoothly, providing data that’s import-
ant to the economy. Why would you 
break it?” said Jack Barth, an Oregon 
State oceanographer who shares data 
with the Pacific Northwest association.

“What we’re providing is a window 
into the ocean and without those mea-
sures we frankly won’t know what’s 
coming at us. It’s like turning off the 
headlights,” Barth said.

NOAA officials declined to com-
ment on the cuts and potential impacts, 
saying in an email to The Associated 
Press that they do not do “speculative 
interviews.”

Network’s future remains unclear
Nothing is certain. The 2026 feder-

al fiscal year starts Oct. 1. The budget 
must pass the House, the Senate and 
get the president’s signature before it 
can take effect. Lawmakers could de-
cide to fund the regional networks af-
ter all.

Network directors are trying not 
to panic. If the cuts go through, some 
associations might survive by selling 
their data or soliciting grants from 
sources outside the federal govern-
ment. But the funding hole would be so 
significant that just keeping the lights 
on would be an uphill battle, they said.

If the associations fold, other enti-
ties might be able to continue gather-
ing data, but there will be gaps. Part-
nerships developed over years would 
evaporate and data won’t be available 
in a single place like now, they said.

“People have come to us because 
we’ve been steady,” Hawaii region-
al network director Melissa Iwamoto 
said. “We’re a known entity, a trusted 
entity. No one saw this coming, the po-
tential for us not to be here.”

Rubio, Senators Argue
Over Foreign Policies

By MATTHEW LEE and
 ELLEN KNICKMEYER

 Associated Press
WASHINGTON (AP) — Secretary 

of State Marco Rubio and Democratic 
senators sparred today over the Trump 
administration’s foreign policies, rang-
ing from Ukraine and Russia to the Mid-
dle East, Latin America, the slashing of 
the U.S. foreign assistance budget and 
refugee admissions.

Rubio defended the administration’s 
decisions to his former colleagues during 
a Senate Foreign Relations Committee 
hearing, his first since being confirmed 
on President Donald Trump’s inaugura-
tion day.

He said “America is back” and 
claimed four months of foreign-policy 
achievements, even as many of them re-
main frustratingly inconclusive. Among 
them, the resumption of nuclear talks 
with Iran, efforts to bring Russia and 
Ukraine into peace talks and efforts to 
end the war in Gaza between Israel and 
Hamas.

America’s top diplomat praised 
agreements with El Salvador and other 
Latin American countries to accept mi-
grant deportees, saying “secure borders, 
safe communities and zero tolerance for 
criminal cartels are once again the guid-
ing principles of our foreign policy.”

He also rejected assertions that mas-
sive cuts to his department’s budget 
would hurt America’s standing abroad. 
Instead, he said the cuts would actually 
improve American status and the U.S. 
reputation internationally.

Hearing opens with a joke, then 
turns serious

Committee Chairman Jim Risch 
opened the hearing with praise for 
Trump’s changes and spending cuts and 
welcomed what he called the administra-
tion’s promising nuclear talks with Iran.

Risch also noted what he joking-
ly called “modest disagreement” with 
Democratic lawmakers, who used to-
day’s hearing to confront Rubio about 
Trump administration moves they say 
are weakening U.S. influence globally.

Yet, Democrats on the committee, 
including ranking member Jeanne Sha-
heen of New Hampshire, Chris Murphy 

of Connecticut, Tim Kaine of Virginia, 
and Chris Van Hollen of Maryland, took 
sharp issue with Rubio’s presentation.

Shaheen argued that the Trump ad-
ministration has “eviscerated six de-
cades of foreign-policy investments” and 
given China openings around the world.

“I urge you to stand up to the extrem-
ists of the administration,” Shaheen said. 
Other Democrats excoriated the admin-
istration for its suspension of the refugee 
admissions program, particularly while 
allowing white Afrikaners from South 
Africa to enter the country.

Some Republicans also warned about 
the drastic foreign aid cuts, including for-
mer Senate leader Mitch McConnell and 
Susan Collins. They expressed concern 
that the U.S. is being outmaneuvered by 
its rivals internationally after the elimi-
nation of thousands of aid programs.

“The basic functions that soft power 
provides are extremely important,” Mc-
Connell told Rubio at a second hearing 
later in the day before the Senate Appro-
priations Committee. “You get a whole 
lot of friends for not much money.”
Rubio says the US is encouraging but 

not threatening Israel on Gaza aid
Rubio told the Appropriations Com-

mittee that the Trump administration is 
encouraging but not threatening Israel to 
resume humanitarian aid shipments into 
Gaza.

He said the U.S. is not following the 
lead of several European countries that 
have imposed sanctions against Israel for 
the dearth of assistance reaching needy 
and vulnerable Palestinians. However, 
he said U.S. officials have stressed in dis-
cussions with the Israelis that aid is ur-
gently needed for civilians in Gaza who 
are suffering during Israel’s military op-
eration against Hamas.

“We’re not prepared to respond the 
way these countries have, but we are pre-
pared to say — as we have and I think 
the Israelis in their statements today ac-
knowledged — have engaged with our 
Israeli partners over the weekend, in the 
last few days, about the need to resume 
humanitarian aid,” Rubio said. “We an-
ticipate that those flows will increase 
over the next few days and weeks — it’s 
important that that be achieved.”

Edwina Wilson stands in what is left of her destroyed home May 18, in London, 
Ky., after a severe storm passed through the area. (AP Photo/Carolyn Kaster)

Self-Driving Teslas Set
For Road, Musk Claims
DUBAI, United Arab Emirates (AP) 

— Elon Musk said that he expects hun-
dreds of thousands of self-driving Teslas 
will be on the road requiring no human 
intervention by the end of next year and 
that he is committed to staying as CEO 
of the company for at least another five 
years.

The billionaire also said in a pair of in-
terviews today that he has no regrets about 
leading the job-slashing Department of 
Government Efficiency under the Trump 
administration. He downplayed any dam-
age to the Tesla brand from that role, say-
ing demand for Teslas has experienced a 
“major rebound.” That’s potentially a big 
development given that the latest public 
sales figures from Europe and U.S. show 
steep declines in sales for several months 
running.

“We’ll probably have hundreds of 
thousands, if not over a million, Teslas 
doing self-driving in the U.S.,” Musk 
said in an CNBC interview today, adding 
that passengers won’t need to pay atten-
tion to the road. “Like you’re asleep and 
you wake up at your destination.”

His comment about sticking around 
as CEO was made earlier in the day at 

the Qatar Economic Forum hosted by 
Bloomberg.

Musk has been promising fully auton-
omous, self-driving vehicles “next year” 
for a decade but the pressure is on now as 
Tesla begins a test run of its self-driving 
taxi service in Austin, Texas, next month.

“This is a watershed time for Tesla, 
and Musk is doubling down on these 
numbers,” said Wedbush Securities an-
alyst Dan Ives. “These are pretty bullish 
forecasts.”

Tesla’s stock closed today up nearly 
1% to $345. After a steep fall this year, 
the stock is up more than 50% in little 
over a month as investors have cheered 
Musk’s decision to scale back his time in 
Washington and spend more time run-
ning the company.

Musk also gave new details about 
the Austin service, saying Tesla taxis 
will be remotely monitored at first and 
“geofenced” to certain areas of the city 
deemed the safest to navigate. He told 
CNBC that he expected to initially run 
10 or so taxis, increase that number rap-
idly and start offering the service in Los 
Angeles, San Antonio, San Francisco 
and other cities.
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RIDE to Take
Week’s Break
The RIDE public transit has updat-

ed the times it will not be running due 
to Memorial Day observance, rebrand-
ing, cleaning and staff training.

The new dates it will not be in op-
eration are Monday, May 26, through 
Friday, May 30.

Service will be back in full swing 
on Monday, June 2.

‘‘We thank everyone for their un-
derstanding during this outage in ser-
vice and wish everyone a meaningful 
and memorable Memorial Day,’’ the 
RIDE said. Contact the RIDE office at 
907 747-7103 with questions.

No Tobacco Day
Marked May 30
SEARHC is teaming up with the 

Sitka HOPE Coalition for a communi-
ty event to observe World No Tobacco 
Day.

The organizations will be set up 
outside AC Lakeside Grocery 4-6 p.m. 
Friday, May 30, with prize giveaways, 
quit resources, information on the 
health harms of smoking and vaping, 
and a visit from Ciggy Butts to interact 
with passersby.  

This event is part of SEARHC’s 
year-round commitment to supporting 
Southeast Alaskans who wish to quit 
tobacco and raise awareness about 
smoking and vaping risks, especially 
among youths. 

One in four Alaska high schoolers 
has used e-cigarettes, and cigarette 
smoking is more common among 
American Indian and Alaska Native  
people than almost any other racial or 
ethnic group in the United States, Cen-
ters for Disease Control and Preven-
tion statistics cite. Path of Hope

Cleanup on Tap
Sitka Cancer Survivor’s Society in-

vites the public to help with a spring 
cleanup event at the Path of Hope noon 
Saturday, May 31.

‘Manual Therapy’
Workshop on Tap
A free workshop on the benefits of 

manual therapy will be given noon-1 
p.m. Friday at 311 Price Street.

Physical therapist Alicia Haseltine  
will offer techniques such as massage, 
mobilizations and dry needling to help 
with aches and pains. Sign up at: https://l.
bttr.to/1q4ZA or call/text 907 623-8708. 
For ore information go to www.medi-
cinebymovementwellness.com.

The Sheldon Jackson Museum and 
Friends of Sheldon Jackson Museum 
invite the public to sign up for free 
hands-on art classes with Alaska Na-
tive artists-in-residence between June 
and September. 

The classes will be held at the Shel-
don Jackson Museum with some of-
fered simultaneously on zoom. While 
the classes are offered at no cost, some 
classes require students to pay a mate-
rials fee to the instructor at the time of 
sign-up. 

In some cases, students must acquire 
materials online or locally in advance 
of the class. All classes require students 
to sign up in advance by calling 907-
747-8981 or stopping by the museum 
in-person.

This year, from mid-June until 
mid-October, the museum is hosting a 
series of five artists-in-residence. Art-
ists include relief print maker and acryl-
ic painter Unangax̂ Liz Chikayaasix̂ 
Morrow (June 17-July 3) Yup’ik ivory, 
baleen, and wood jewelry maker Shir-
ley Hootch (July 15-Aug. 3), Yup’ik & 
Curyung Tribe bead worker and graph-
ic artist Amber Webb (Aug. 11-31), 
Koyukon Athabascan, and Unangax̂, 
& Inupiaq painter and seal gut jewelry 
maker Danielle Larsen (Sept. 2-20).

This year’s residency program will 
include the following classes:

–A two-part relief printing class 
Wed., June 25, from 10 a.m.-noon and 
1-3 p.m. with Liz Morrow (Unangax̂), 
in-person and on zoom. Students must 
order some materials online prior to 
attending. For a list of supplies, call 
(907) 747-8981. This class is for ages 
12+.

–A two-part maskette earring mak-
ing class taught by Shirley Hootch 
(Yup’ik) Friday, July 18, and Friday, 
July 25, 1-4 p.m. both days, in-person. 
Students should take a small set of 
acrylic paints and brushes to the class 
and will need to pay Hootch a $20 ma-
terial fee.

It is open to all ages.
–A two-part fish skin earring making 

class taught by Amber Webb (Yup’ik & 
Curyung Tribe) on Friday, Aug. 15, 11 
a.m.-noon and 1-4 p.m., in-person only. 
Students will need to pay Webb a $20 
materials fee. The class is open to ages 
12 and older.

– A painting still life class taught by 
Danielle Larsen (Koyukon Athabas-
can, Unangax̂, & Inupiaq) on Thurs-
day, Sept. 11, 12:30 p.m.-3:30 p.m., 
in-person and on zoom. This class is 
open to ages 10 and older. Students will 
need to buy some materials in advance 
of the class. For a list of supplies, call 
(907) 747-8981.

To view events an details related to 
the Native Artist Residency Program, 
visit the Friends of Sheldon Jackson 
Museum Facebook page or website at 

Sitka Police Department received 
the following calls in the 24 hours end-
ing at 8 a.m. today.

May 19
At 9:47 a.m. a fender bender was re-

ported at Etolin Way and Lake Street, 
when a vehicle backed into another. 
Damage was minor. 

A caller reported seeing a vehicle 
with no taillights at HPR and Kuhnle 
Drive.

A caller reported losing post office 
keys.

At 4:48 p.m. an intoxicated person 
was reported in the 100 block of Lin-
coln Street. Police found the person 
was sober.

At 3:56 p.m. the door of a van in the 
long-term parking area at the airport 
was reported open. Police located the 
owner, who said the van had issues and 
its doors open and close on their own. 
Police closed the door.

A caller reported the theft of a $600 
guitar and other items from his moth-
er’s home.

May 20
At 12:06 a.m. three bears were re-

ported in the area of Islander Drive. 
Police found no bears in the area.

Emergency Calls
Sitka Fire Department received 

three ambulance calls Monday.

THE SENTINEL has newspaper deliv-
ery routes available on:
Katlian St., Lance/Wolff/Anna Drive, &
HPR/SMC.
Call Hayley or Sarah at 747-3219 for
more information.

208 YAMAHA 50HP hi-thrust 4 stroke.
600 hours, controls, extras. Call Peter
907-738-2434

20% senior discount now through the end of June
10% discount to everyone else  

Licensed•	 Workers	Compensation•	Bonded•	 Insured•	

WE WILL BEAT ALL LEGITIMATE ESTIMATES. PERIOD.
Office  - 907 747 7342  cell - 907 738 2616

Serving Sitka -   - since 1999

Well Sitka, it’s that time of year again. Time to get those trees 
trimmed or removed.
Are your trees are getting too close to your house making you 
feel like your living in a cave? Give us a call, we can brighten 
things up for you. 
Are you losing your view? We can top your trees. 
If your garden isn’t getting enough sunshine, we can help you 
with that too. 

No job too big, no job too small. We have all the right equip-
ment and 40+ years experience. 

Commercial Dock Commercial Dock 
for Rent at for Rent at 4509 HPR4509 HPR

Daily, Monthly, and Daily, Monthly, and 
Seasonal RatesSeasonal Rates

 Call 907-738-1497 Call 907-738-1497

For sale, five bedroom three bath house. House sits on one of 
four lots. E-mail Eric at fvquicksilver@yahoo.com.

Shrimp
FOR SALE

Starting
May 19

F/V Emma C 
907-752-0957

Eliason Harbor Ramp

For a FREE estimate and info on pricing, 
please call: 907-747-8514

We do grading, paving, 
striping & sealcoating

in Sitka!
Residential • Commercial

Parking Lots • Roads

SECON Granite Creek Quarry
OPEN Monday to Saturday

8am-4pm
• Delivery available •

   We are seeking enthusiastic, mo-
tivated, and trauma-sensitive indi-
viduals to join our team. We offer 
flexible schedules, FT or PT, during 
school hours, evenings, and week-
end shifts. Generous Benefits; 13 
paid holidays and floating holidays, 
12 Sick days annually and 15 Vaca-
tion days annually upon hire, plus 
health insurance, 401k with 5% 
match. Willing to train open-minded 
people.
Behavioral Health Clinicians  
Children’s mental health, Master 
level - Salary DOE
Admin Assistant/Coordinator -
Children’s mental health 
Direct Support Providers (DSP) - 
Family Center
Program Manager - Adult Sub-
stance Use residential, Master level 
- Salary DOE
Prevention-Wellness Coordina-
tor
 Pay starts $23.00 w/ benefits. 
Email  info@scpsak.org for more 
information.  Valid AKDL, Pre-
employment UA and Background 
Check Required. Submit your re-
sume to info@scpsak.org. Applica-
tion on www.sitkacounseling.org/
careers. EOE

Indoor Plant & 
Succulent Sale

& Bake Sale    
Saturday, May 31

8am-Noon
Youth Advocates of Sitka

805 Lincoln Street

Docks for Rent

Help Wanted

Calendar of
Events

Calendar of
Events
WEDNESDAY

6-8 a.m. MEHS Aquatic Center pool 
open 
10 a.m. Tongass Tots Playgroup, St. 
Peter’s See House
11-2 Salvation Army Little Store 
open
Noon Alaska Native Plant Month we-
binar with Vivian Mork, https://bit.ly/
ANPSfood 
Noon-2 p.m. MEHS Aquatic Center 
pool open
Noon White Elephant Shop open
Noon AA, St. Peter’s basement, call 
AA hotline 747-8866 for information 
12:15 p.m. STA Education/Scholar-
ship Committee, 204 Siginaka Way 
2 p.m. Senior Balance Class, ANB 
Founders Hall
4:30 p.m. Sitka Parkinson’s Support 
Group, 1212 Seward Ave. (the old 
BOQ) 907 747-3461
6:30 p.m. STA Tribal Council, 204 
Siginaka Way
7 p.m. Sitka Planning Commission, 
Harrigan Centennial Hall
7 p.m. Sitka Sportsman’s Associa-
tion Indoor Range open
7 p.m. AA, St. Gregory’s Church, 606 
Etolin Street, info: 907-747-8866

THURSDAY
6-8 a.m. MEHS Aquatic Center pool 
open 
10:30 a.m. SAIL Senior Hike, Ben 
Grussendorf Forest and Muskeg 
trail 
11-2 Salvation Army Little Store 
open
Noon AA, St. Peter’s basement, AA 
hotline 907-747-8866 for information
Noon Alanon Zoom, sitkaalanon@
gmail.com, for login info 
Noon White Elephant Shop open
4-6 p.m. Vote Yes on Proposition 1 
Open House, Unitarian Universalist 
Fellowship Hall
6:30 p.m. Women’s AA, Unitarian 
Fellowship Hall, AA Hotline 907 747-
8866
7 p.m. AA, St. Peter’s basement, 611 
Lincoln Street, AA hotline 907-747-
8866

SCHOLARSHIP PRESENTATION – Megan Pasternak presents a $1000 
scholarship to Rex Adres, Sitka High graduate, from Ocean Wave Quilters 
guild. The group holds an annual auction of mini-quilts and related items to 
raise funds for scholarships. Thanks to a donation of items from the estate 
of Bobbie Leichty, this year the guild was able to award two scholarships to 
Mt. Edgecumbe High seniors, one to a Pacific High senior and one to Adres 
in addition to one to Sitka Fine Arts Camp. (Photo provided to the Sentinel)

Police Blotter

Public Meeting 
On Cell Towers 
A public meeting will be held 6-8 

p.m. Thursday, May 22, at Harrigan 
Centennial Hall to discuss the planned 
installation of new cell phone towers 
around Sitka.

Sitkans for Safe Technology is 
working to encourage the City and 
Borough of Sitka to adopt building 
code provisions to protect health, safe-
ty and property values. Members of 
the group and speakers from the Chil-
dren’s Health Defense Organization 
will discuss via Zoom current research 
about possible impacts of RF radiation 
on human health and the environment.

The panel will go over ways the 
community can lessen possible effects 
of cell phone towers on public health 
through code provisions to guide ap-
plicants and public officials in making 
decisions about potential installation.

The event is free to the public.  For 
questions call Hal Spackman, (907) 
738-3766.

Native Artists to Teach At
Sheldon Jackson Museum

https://friendsofsjm.com/calendar/ or 
the Alaska State Museum website at 
https://museums.alaska.gov/sheldon_
jackson/sjhome.html.

The Native Artist Residency Pro-
gram is made possible through the 
support of the Maxwell Hanrahan 
Foundation, Alaska Airlines, Friends 
of the Sheldon Jackson Museum, and 
private donations. To learn more about 
how you can support the residency 
program, visit www.friendsofsjm.com.

Summer hours at the Sheldon Jack-
son Museum are 9:30 a.m. to 4:30 
p.m, Monday through Friday, except 
holidays. Summer admission is $9 for 
adults and $8 for seniors. Visitors 18 
and under are admitted free of charge. 
Assistance is available for visitors with 
special needs.

For information on operations or 
events, contact the museum by calling 
(907) 747-8981.

Sitka Historical 
Walking Tour Set
Sitka Maritime Heritage Society will 

offer an hour-and-a-half-long  walking 
tour on Japonski Island 1 p.m. May 25.

The tour will start at the Japonski 
Island Boathouse, across the O’Con-
nell Bridge, and go to the remains of 
the WWII Naval Air Base and U.S. 
Army Coast Defenses. Tour guides 
will tell about their role in the war. 

The tour includes the background 
of this place in the context of Tlingit 
Aani or Tlingit America and how it got 
to be part of the U.S.A., with Russians 
and the circumstances of the transfer of 
1867, and more, organizer said.

The tour costs $49 for adults, $39 
for teens, and free for children. 

Participants are invited to arrive 
early to see the progress on the reha-
bilitation of the historic boathouse. For 
information go to: sitkamaritime.org

Class Dismissed
The last day of school for students 

in the Sitka School District is Wednes-
day, May 21.

Students will be dismissed as fol-
lows: 

First grade and bus, 11:45 a.m.
Kindergarten pick-up, noon
Grades 2-5, noon
Pacific High School, 12:30 p.m.
Blatchley Middle School, 12:45 p.m.
Sitka High School, 12:50 p.m.
No lunches will be served. Parents 

should contact the school offices with 
questions. 

Rites of Passage
For Eighth Grade
Blatchley Middle School will hold 

its annual Rites of Passage ceremony 
11 a.m.-1 p.m. May 21 at Sitka High 
School gymnasium. 

Parents and guests are asked to park 
at the front of the building and enter 
through the gym door. 

Students will be dismissed from the 
high school.

Call about a subscription
to your hometown newspaper.

Daily Sentinel • 747-3219
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Angels Take Down Slumping A’s

	 CHICAGO (AP) — Julio Rodríguez 
hit a grand slam, Luis Castillo pitched sev-
en crisp innings and the Seattle Mariners 
beat the Chicago White Sox 5-1 on Mon-
day night for their fourth straight victory.
	 Castillo allowed three hits, struck out 
five and walked none in his first win since 
April 26. The right-hander is 2-0 with a 
1.71 ERA in four career starts against Chi-
cago.
	 The last-place White Sox wasted a 
sharp performance by Davis Martin in 
their fifth consecutive loss. The right-
hander pitched a career-high 7 1/3 innings 
of four-hit ball.
	 Cam Booser replaced Martin (2-5) 
with one on in the eighth. He walked J.P. 
Crawford and surrendered Mitch Garver’s 
pinch-hit single before Rodríguez con-
nected for his second career slam.
	 Castillo (4-3) retired his last 14 bat-
ters. He threw 94 pitches, 64 for strikes.
	 Chicago scored its only run on An-
drew Vaughn’s RBI single with two out 
in the ninth. Andrés Muñoz struck out Mi-

chael A. Taylor with the bases loaded for 
his 15th save.
	 The AL West-leading Mariners used 
three consecutive two-out singles to score 
their first run in the third. Ben Williamson 
raced home from second on Jorge Polan-
co’s grounder into right field.
	 Polanco is a .273 hitter (106 for 388) 
with 24 homers and 73 RBIs in 101 ca-
reer games against the White Sox.
	 Chicago had a prime scoring oppor-
tunity in the second. Joshua Palacios hit 
a leadoff double and moved to third on 
Vaughn’s groundout. But Austin Slater 
struck out swinging before Josh Rojas 
flied out.
	 Randy Arozarena robbed Vaughn with 
a diving catch in left for the final out of the 
seventh. The White Sox challenged the 
play, but the call on the field was upheld.
	 The Mariners improved to 23-11 
since April 9.
	 Bryse Wilson (0-2, 6.00 ERA) pitch-
es for Chicago today. Seattle did not an-
nounce its starter before the series opener.

Scheffler Brings Grand Slam back into View
By DOUG FERGUSON

AP Golf Writer
	 The last chance for another career 
Grand Slam this year seemingly ended 
when Jordan Spieth missed the cut at the 
PGA Championship.
	 The next two days might have 
changed the outlook.
	 Scottie Scheffler won the PGA 
Championship with two stretches that 
were simply sublime. There was the clos-
ing five holes on Saturday that he played 
in 5-under par to build the lead, and the 
opening six holes on the back nine Sun-
day to stay there.
	 In both cases, he didn’t miss a shot. 
Not one.
	 “I hit the important shots well this 
week, and that’s why I’m walking away 
with the trophy,” Scheffler said. “When I 
needed to, I feel like I hit the shots.”
	 This was the epitome of execution, 
enough to wonder if he can win the U.S. 
Open and British Open over the next two 
months, the two majors he doesn’t al-
ready have.
	 Scheffler, with two Masters green 
jackets and the Wanamaker Trophy, now 
is halfway home to the career Grand 
Slam. He’s been No. 1 in the world for 
the last two years, and really golf’s best 
since 2022. He has been No. 1 for 89% of 
the time since he first got to the top of the 
ranking.
	 Scheffler talked about the career 
Grand Slam a few days after Rory McIl-
roy won the Masters for the final leg. As 
usual, he delivered a dose of perspective.
	 “I’ve only won one,” he said, his two 
majors coming from Augusta National. 
“That’s the other side of the coin. It’s not 
easy to get on the cusp, but it’s a lot easier 
to get on the cusp than to actually pull it 
off. I’ve been playing some pretty good 
golf and I’m not even close.”
	 He is a step closer now, and the way 
he played at Quail Hollow might make it 
look closer than it appears. This wasn’t 
his best golf over four days, or even three 

days.
	 It took him a while to get going in his 
round the opening two days. His lifelong 
coach, Randy Smith, was with him on the 
range Friday evening, placing his hands 
on Scheffler’s hips and crouched over to 
avoid being hit by the club, all to make 
sure his hips were clearing.
	 But oh, those two stretches.
	 His 3-wood into the 304-yard 14th 
hole was the shot of the tournament, set-
tling just under 3 feet away that set off his 
eagle-birdie-par-birdie-birdie finish for a 
three-shot lead. The only par was a 7-iron 
off a slightly sidehill lie to a right pin that 
was awkward. He hit it to 12 feet and 
called it his best shot of the day. Scheffler 
doesn’t often rank shots. This was special.
	 That was to build a lead. Tougher 
still was having to hold it on Sunday with 
Bryson DeChambeau briefly leading and 
Jon Rahm charging, two daunting sights 
in a major.
	 Scheffler was struggling, at least by 

his standards. On eight of nine holes on 
the front nine, from either the tee or the ap-
proach, the miss was to the left. He went 
from a five-shot lead to a tie with Rahm. 
His caddie, Ted Scott, doesn’t get overly 
worried about much and suggested to him, 
“Maybe you’re aimed over there. Just try 
and hit a little further right.”
	 Genius.
	 Scheffler hit every fairway — the bun-
ker on the reachable 14th, which should 
count given the ideal position — and was 
in the right spot on every green.
	 “I knew I needed nine really good 
holes,” he said.
	 To hear him explain it was brilliant in 
its sheer simplicity.
	 “I hit a good shot on 10, good approach 
shot, and I executed. From there, fairway 
on 11, really good iron shot. Fairway on 12, 
really good iron shot. Good iron shot on 13. 
Good tee ball on 14, good birdie there. Two 
great shots on 15,” he said.
	 Rinse and repeat.

	 “From 10 to 15, I felt like I executed 
as good as I had almost all week,” Schef-
fler said. “That was a very important time 
in the tournament.”
	 And then it was over before it was 
really over, just like his other two major 
titles. He wears everyone down with near 
flawless execution, the hallmark of his 
game.
	 Scheffler looked over from the 15th 
hole to see Rahm on his way to making 
bogey. DeChambeau had faded by then. 
Scheffler started the back nine in a tie. He 
was up by six shots toward the end.
	 He became the first player since Ti-
ger Woods in 2007 to win by at least five 
shots in consecutive PGA Tour starts in 
the middle of the season. He won in Dal-
las by eight, the PGA Championship by 
five, and now goes to Colonial with ex-
pectations higher than ever.
	 Getting on the cusp of the career 
Grand Slam indeed is hard, and Scheffler 
is not there yet. But as many comparisons 
as there are with Woods, it’s not too much 
to think Scheffler can win at Oakmont 
next month and at Royal Portrush in July.
	 He’s not thinking that far ahead. 
Scheffler doesn’t set goals, he only appre-
ciates winning. Getting from the first hole 
Thursday to the 72nd hold on Sunday is 
what he enjoys.
	 A performance like that — by a 
player like that — makes it easy to forget 
McIlroy won at Pebble Beach, The Play-
ers Championship and the Masters. It was 
a weird week for McIlroy at Quail Hol-
low, mainly the Masters champion feel-
ing above any obligation to speak to the 
media for four days, even the Irish who 
have documented him his entire career.
	 The last anyone heard from McIlroy 
was the day before the PGA Champi-
onship started. The career Grand Slam 
achieved, he said anything else he accom-
plished in golf would be a bonus. He still 
competes. He just no longer chases.
	 The chase now falls to Scheffler. And 
all he cares about his competing.

Medvejie Solstice Run
June 21 at 9 a.m.

	 Please join us for the 18th running of this SHS Cross Country and Track 
program fundraiser. The three distance events will begin and end at Herring 
Cove, adjacent to the Beaver Lake Trailhead parking lot at the end of Sawmill 
Creek Road. All races will head out toward Medvejie Hatchery and back. The 
half marathon turn-around is at the Green Lake Power House, 10K near the 
Medvejie Hatchery, and the 5K at about half-way out to the hatchery. This is a 
hilly course, please train accordingly.

	 Registration: https://runsignup.com/Race/Info/AK/Sitka/MedvejieSolstic-
eRun (open until 8 p.m. on 6/20/25). Fees: $30 - 5K, $35 - 10K and $45 - 1/2 
marathon. Virtual events are also available for $30.
	
	 In-person registration will be available on race day until 8:30 a.m. at Her-
ring Cove but registration fees are $5 more on race day. A non cotton T-shirt 
is included for the first 75 entrants. (SHS students run for free & t-shirt can be 
purchased separately.)
	
	 Volunteers are warmly invited to support this fun event. For more informa-
tion email runsitkahigh@gmail.com, or send a message on our Facebook page. 

Knicks Jalen Brunson (11) drives past Pacers Tyrese Haliburton (0) during the 
second half, May 10, 2024, in Indianapolis. (AP Photo/Michael Conroy, File)

			  Alpine Adventure Run Wait List Open
	 All 125 limited entry spaces for the Alpine Adventure Run are filled. 
Wait list registration is open. Email christinemariehoran@gmail.com and 
request entry. A registration form will be sent to you. Your completed reg-
istration form and entry fee of $50 will place you on the wait list in the 
order your forms and fees are turned in.

	 The race will take place on July 19, 2025. Wait listed runners move 
into the race when confirmed runners cancel. Entry fees are held and re-
turned in full in the event you don’t get into the run.

	 The race is a challenging seven-mile mountain run starting at St. Greg-
ory’s Catholic Church. The course climbs Gavan Hill and continues along 
the Harbor Mountain rim to the picnic area on Harbor Mountain.

	 Runners must be able to complete the course in 2.5 hours and be at 
least 15 years old. Registration costs $50 and includes a t-shirt. For further 
information contact Chris Horan at christinemariehoran@gmail.com or 
call 907-747-6471.

	 The Alpine Adventure Run is conducted under a Special Use Permit 
with the Tongass National Forest. 

MEHS Field Public Notice
	 Mt. Edgecumbe High School staff and students ask people to keep their 
dogs off the school’s softball field.
	 The school is gearing up for the spring sports season and aims to keep the  
softball field clean, safe, and poop-free. We kindly ask that dogs stay off the 
field.

Scottie Scheffler celebrates after winning the PGA Championship golf tourna-
ment, Sunday in Charlotte, N.C. (AP Photo/George Walker IV)

	 WEST SACRAMENTO, Calif. (AP) 
— Taylor Ward hit a two-run homer, Nolan 
Schanuel also went deep and the Los Ange-
les Angels beat the skidding Athletics 4-3 on 
Monday night in the opener of a four-game 
series.
	 Kenley Jansen struck out Tyler Sod-
erstrom for the final out with a runner on 
second. Coming off a surprising three-game 
sweep at Dodger Stadium, the Angels (21-
25) have won four in a row to start a seven-
game trip.
	 The Athletics (22-26) have lost six 
straight and 10 of 12, falling to 8-14 at Sutter 
Health Park.
	 Schanuel, who had three hits and scored 
twice, connected off J.T. Ginn for his third 
homer this season to give the Angels the 
lead two batters into the game. Ginn was 
activated to make his fourth start of the year 
and first since April 24, when elbow inflam-
mation landed him on the 10-day injured 
list.
	 Lawrence Butler’s double, a walk and 
a hit batter loaded the bases with nobody 
out in the bottom of the first against Angels 
starter José Soriano. Butler scored when 
Brent Rooker grounded into a double play, 
and Shea Langeliers’ infield single made it 

2-1.
	 Zach Neto singled and Schanuel dou-
bled to start the third. Yoán Moncada had 
an RBI groundout before Ward hit his 13th 
homer for a 4-2 lead.
	 Soderstrom doubled with two outs in 
the fifth and scored on Rooker’s single to 
make it 4-3.
	 Soriano (3-4) went six innings, allowing 
three runs on six hits and four walks. Jansen 
allowed a two-out single to Jacob Wilson in 
the ninth before pinch-runner Max Schue-
mann stole second. Jansen fanned Soder-
strom on three pitches for his ninth save in 
nine opportunities.
	 Ginn (1-2) left after four innings and 79 
pitches, yielding four runs and six hits with 
seven strikeouts.
	 Soriano loaded the bases with one out in 
the third before striking out Langeliers and 
Nick Kurtz swinging to escape unscathed.
	 Rooker has a 15-game hitting streak 
against the Angels. Bill North set the club 
record in the series at 17 games spanning the 
1974 and ‘75 seasons.
	 RHP Kyle Hendricks (1-5, 5.18 ERA) 
pitches today for the Angels against RHP 
Gunnar Hoglund (1-1, 3.78), who makes 
his fourth career start.

	 KATHMANDU, Nepal (AP) — A 
British climber who scaled Mount Everest 
for the 19th time, breaking his own record 
for the most ascents of the world’s highest 
peak by a non-Sherpa guide, returned from 
the mountain today and said he is already 
planning his next attempt.
	 Kenton Cool, 51, from southwest Eng-
land, scaled the 8,849-meter (29,032-foot) 
summit on Sunday before flying on a heli-
copter with his clients back to the Nepalese 
capital, Kathmandu.
	 “I am 51 now, and I have been coming 
here since 2004 to climb Everest,” Cool 
said at Kathmandu’s airport today. “I have 
at least one more climb for next year — 
maybe 20 or 21 (total). After that I’ll start 
climbing other mountains in Nepal.”
	 Cool has scaled Mount Everest almost 
every year since 2004.
	 He was unable to climb it in 2014 
because the season was canceled after 16 
Sherpa guides were killed in an avalanche, 
and again in 2015 when an earthquake trig-
gered an avalanche that killed 19 people. 
The 2020 climbing season was canceled 
because of the coronavirus pandemic.
	 Only Nepali Sherpa guides have scaled 
the peak more times than Cool. Kami Rita 

holds the record for the most successful as-
cents of Mount Everest at 30 times. He is 
currently on the mountain and is expected 
to attempt to reach the top in the next few 
days.
	 Cool said his climb was smooth and 
that he faced no problems, but he noticed 
that many climbers were trying to reach the 
peak on the same day.
	 Hundreds of climbers and their guides 
are on the mountain during the popular 
spring climbing season, hoping to scale the 
world’s highest peak.
	 “Mountaineering is an amazing sport 
which is open to everybody, but you just 
need to be part of it responsibly and we 
have seen some people coming to Everest 
— perhaps they do not have the experience 
that they should,” Cool said, adding that it 
was not necessary to limit the number of 
climbers each season.
	 Several climbers have already scaled 
the peak this month and hundreds more 
and their guides are on the mountain at-
tempting to reach the summit before the 
climbing season finishes at the end of this 
month. Weather conditions then deteriorate 
with the rainy monsoon season making 
climbing more difficult.

White Sox commemorate fandom of Pope Leo XIV with Graphic installa-
tion at Rate Field, Monday. (AP Photo/Nam Y. Huh)

Knicks and Pacers Set for Dramatic Showdown
By BRINA MAHONEY

AP Sports Writer
	 GREENBURGH, N.Y. (AP) — 
Jalen Brunson held a steel chair. 
Tyrese Haliburton had brass knuck-
les.
	 As the star point guards glared 
at each other in a WWE wrestling 
ring last summer in Madison Square 
Garden, it seemed a fitting next 
step in the rivalry between the In-
diana Pacers and New York Knicks. 
It’s already featured headbutts and 
chokes, so why not weapons?
	 The teams go at it again starting 
Wednesday night in Game 1 of the 
Knicks’ first trip to the Eastern Con-
ference finals in 25 years, with the 
winner of their ninth playoff match-
up headed to the NBA Finals.
	 “It’s obviously a storied rivalry 
between the two franchises, so to 
add another chapter to it is going to 
be a lot of fun,” Haliburton said.
	 It sure was for Haliburton and 
the Pacers last year when the teams 
met in the second round. Indiana 
won Game 7 at Madison Square 
Garden against a Knicks team that 
was decimated by injuries, shoot-
ing an NBA playoff-record 67.1% 
from the field in a 130-109 romp. 
Haliburton scored 26 points and 
afterward wore a sweatshirt to his 
news conference with a picture of 
Reggie Miller making a choke sig-
nal toward Knicks fan Spike Lee on 
the sidelines during a playoff game 
three decades earlier.
	 Haliburton returned to the Gar-
den to troll New York fans again 
about a month later, attempting to 
interfere in a match on behalf of Lo-

gan Paul. Brunson, with a seat in the 
crowd near the ring, intervened and 
LA Knight pinned Paul.
	 After the match, Brunson 
grabbed the chair and entered the 
ring to protect the winner when it 
appeared Paul and Haliburton had 
him surrounded.
	 “I’ll be back! I’ll be back!” Hali-
burton yelled toward fans after exit-
ing the ring.
	 Well, here he comes.
	 “It was obviously something 
that he wanted to do and the way 
he played last year in the playoffs, I 
mean, it was fitting,” Brunson said. 
“And so, he played well in the Gar-
den. Obviously Knicks fans and Pac-
ers fans, they go back and forth. But 
I think he did a great job with it last 
year but now we’re moving on.”

	 A Knicks-Pacers series could be 
penciled into the spring schedule in 
the 1990s. The teams met six times 
in an eight-year span, starting with 
a 1993 series that included John 
Starks getting ejected for head-butt-
ing Miller. Indiana won the last one 
in that stretch, a victory in the 2000 
East finals the most recent time the 
Knicks advanced this far.
	 This time, it’s a surprise. Cleve-
land and Boston ran away to the 
top two records in the East, but the 
Knicks ousted the defending cham-
pions and the Pacers blew away the 
top-seeded Cavaliers in five games 
to set up this matchup between the 
No. 3 and No. 4 seeds.
	 Things are different now. 
Brunson and Haliburton are friend-
ly, having been teammates in 2023 

on the U.S. team that played in the 
Basketball World Cup. But Miller 
will be in the arena, working the 
games as an analyst for TNT, so 
there will be a reminder of the way 
Knicks-Pacers used to be.
	 “There was definitely a sense of 
hatred for each other. So I think that 
makes a good rivalry,” Knicks cen-
ter Karl-Anthony Towns said. “They 
have a history of finding a way to 
end each other’s season, so it’s up 
to us now to add our names into his-
tory and see what we do.”
	 The Pacers lead the series 5-3. 
When the teams have met in the East 
finals, the Knicks won in 1994 and 
1999 — when they reached the NBA 
Finals as a No. 8 seed — and the Pac-
ers won in 2000.
	 The Knicks went 2-1 against the 
Pacers, with all the meetings before 
the All-Star break. Towns had 30.3 
points and 12 rebounds per game for 
the Knicks, who averaged 124 points 
on 53.9% shooting.
	 The Pacers were just 10-15 after 
a loss to Charlotte on Dec. 8. Count-
ing the playoffs, they are 48-19 since.
	 An NBA Finals matchup be-
tween the Knicks and Minnesota 
Timberwolves is a possibility after 
they made a blockbuster trade on 
the eve of the preseason. The Knicks 
acquired Towns by sending Julius 
Randle and Donte DiVincenzo to 
Minnesota. Towns, the Wolves’ No. 
1 pick in 2015, isn’t thinking about 
that yet.
	 “We’ve got to get there first,” he 
said. “I ain’t going to worry about 
something that we’re not there yet. 
Step by step.”

Seattle Routs White Sox 5-1

Brit Aims for 20th Everest Ascent

White Sox Unveil Display for Pope Leo XIV
By JAY COHEN
AP Sportd Writer

	 CHICAGO (AP) — There is a new 
landmark at the home of the Chicago 
White Sox — Section 140, Row 19, 
Seat 2.
	 That’s where Father Bob — the fu-
ture Pope Leo XIV — sat for Game 1 of 
the 2005 World Series.
	 The White Sox unveiled a graphic 
installation Monday that pays tribute to 
the new pontiff and that moment during 
their last championship run. The pillar 
artwork features a waving Pope Leo 
XIV, along with a picture from the TV 
broadcast of the future pope sitting with 
good friend Ed Schmit and his grand-
son, Eddie.
	 The team also is planning to do 
something to commemorate the Rate 
Field seat the pope occupied during the 
2005 World Series opener.
	 “When people come into the ball-
park, it’s an interesting piece of our his-
tory and they’re going to want to see it,” 
said Brooks Boyer, the chief executive 
and marketing officer for the White 
Sox. “So we’re going to be able to put 
something on that seat.”
	 Robert Prevost became the first 
pope from the U.S. in the history of the 
Catholic Church when he was elected 
on May 8. The Chicago-born mission-
ary, who took the name Leo XIV, is a 
White Sox fan, according to his friends 
and family.
	 Prevost attended the World Series 
opener with Schmit, a longtime season-

ticket holder who died in 2020. The 
White Sox beat the Houston Astros 5-3 
on their way to a four-game sweep for 
the title.
	 Eddie Schmit, 25, who works in the 
family’s day-care business, described 
the future pope as a great guy and kind-
hearted.
	 “A lot of this is about the White 
Sox. It should be more about what kind 
of guy the pope is,” Schmit said. “You 
look at some of the things he’s done 
with his missions, I mean it’s incredible. 
He’s been in places that are so poor, just 
trying to help other people.”
	 Prevost and Schmit knew each oth-
er through their work at a Catholic high 
school on Chicago’s South Side, and 
Schmit’s son, Nick, remains the account 
holder for the pope’s World Series seat.
	 Ed Schmit used to tell Father Bob he 
was going to be the next pope, Schmit’s 
daughter, Heidi Skokal, said.
	 “Right around when my dad was 
passing, Father Bob made sure, he 
couldn’t be there, but made sure he 
spoke with him and everything,” an 
emotional Skokal said. “And he said, 
‘Father Bob, Father Bob, I know you’re 
going to be the next pope. I may not be 
here to see it.’ And he goes, ‘But I’ll be 
definitely looking down.’ And I’m sure 
he is today.”
	 The White Sox, who have struggled 
on the field in recent years, and their 
fans have embraced their connection to 
the new pope since he was elected. The 
team said it sent a jersey and a hat to the 

Vatican after the announcement.
	 Some fans have been dressing as the 
pope for White Sox games, and there 
are several different T-shirts that cel-
ebrate the team’s most famous fan.

	 “The pope absolutely has an open 
invite to come back,” Boyer said. “To 
come sit in Section 140, to throw out a 
first pitch. Heck, maybe we’ll let him 
get an at-bat.”
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Take this Super Quiz to a Ph.D. 
Score 1 point for each correct 
answer on the Freshman Level, 2 
points on the Graduate Level and 
3 points on the Ph.D. Level.

points on the Graduate Level and 
3 points on the Ph.D. Level.

Subject: HIT SONGS BY YEAR

Provide one word to complete the 
song title by the given artist(s). 
(e.g., 2023: “Last ___” by Morgan 
Wallen. Answer: Night.)

FRESHMAN LEVEL

1. 2022: “Heat ____” by Glass 
Animals
Answer________
2. 2021: “Leave the Door ___” by 
Silk Sonic
Answer________
3. 2020: “Blinding ____” by The 
Weeknd
Answer________

GRADUATE LEVEL

4. 2019: “Old Town ___” by Lil Nas 
X
Answer________
5. 2018: “God’s ____” by Drake
Answer________
6. 2017: “Shape of ___” by Ed 
Sheeran
Answer________

PH.D. LEVEL

7. 2016: “Love ____” by Justin 
Bieber
Answer________
8. 2015: “Blank ____” by Taylor 
Swift
Answer________
9. 2014 “All of ___” by John Leg-
end
Answer________

SCORING:

18 points -- congratulations, 
doctor; 15 to 17 points -- honors 
graduate; 10 to 14 points -- you’re 
plenty smart, but no grind; 4 to 9 
points -- you really should hit the 
books harder; 1 point to 3 points -- 
enroll in remedial courses imme-
diately; 0 points -- who reads the 
questions to you?

DADDY DAZE

RHYMES WITH ORANGE

BLONDIE

GARFIELD

TUNDRA

ZITS

CRYPTOQUOTE

Sitka by the Stars

ANSWER TO
YESTERDAY’S PUZZLE

Sudoku is a number-placing puzzle based on a 9x9 grid with several given numbers.  The object is to place 
the numbers 1 to 9 in the empty squares so that each row, each column and each 3x3 box contains the 
same number only once. The difficulty level of the Sudoku increases from Monday to Friday. Each day the  
previous day’s answer will be published.

Difficulty: ★★★★ 5/16
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King Classic Sudoku

Difficulty: ★ 5/19
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		 Dear AbbyDear Abby
	DEAR ABBY: We asked our 19-year-old college 

daughter, “Lulu,” to dog-sit and housesit several months 
ago. She knew our rule of no visitors allowed in our 
home while we were out of town. Because of this, we 
didn’t feel we needed to prepare the house by filing mail 
and documents away prior to our short trip.

	Lulu had her new boyfriend of a few weeks stay over 
for the weekend. She not only allowed this stranger into 
our home but also deceived us for months. It’s difficult 
to let go of our disappointment in her poor judgment by 
allowing a stranger into our home with unsecured docu-
ments out in the open. 

	Her sexual activities and consequences are her 
“adult” choices, but I’m not sure when I’ll be able to 
trust our daughter again. She had an opportunity to 
start building our trust shortly after we found out about 
“the weekend,” but didn’t take our consequences and 
rules seriously enough during her school break and lost 
access to some privileges. Yes, she did start counsel-
ing sessions this past semester. Where do we go from 
here? -- NO TRUST IN NEW MEXICO 

	DEAR NO TRUST: Since we now know Lulu has 
poor judgment and lacks respect for your rules, take 
away your house key (if you haven’t already), practice 
keeping your financial documents under lock and key 
when you’re not in the house and hire a dog sitter. Then, 
cross your fingers and hope the counseling your daugh-
ter is receiving helps her become more mature and 

make better choices. 
	DEAR ABBY: I lost my daughter to cancer five 

years ago. She was only 36. She left behind a hus-
band and three children, ages 3, 5 and 7. While my 
daughter and her husband worked, I was their “nan-
ny granny” five days a week. I would also take them 
overnight on weekends. More often than not, I had 
more waking hours with my grands than their par-
ents did. We were extremely close and bonded. 

	After my daughter passed, my son-in-law asked 
me to move in to help. I was in a position to do so, and 
it went OK the first year. Then some cracks began 
to show, and we ended up having a huge fight over 
money (though it wasn’t REALLY about money). After 
I said some horrible things about him on Facebook, 
he took the grands away from me. It has been two 
years, and I have begged his forgiveness to no avail. 
What can I do? -- MISSING THEM IN MARYLAND

	DEAR MISSING THEM: You wrote that “cracks 
began to show.” I wish you had mentioned what that 
huge fight was “really” about because I might have 
been able to answer your question about how to 
patch things up more fully. As it stands, all I can sug-
gest is to continue apologizing to your former son-
in-law and continue sending gifts to your grandchil-
dren on their birthdays and at Christmas so they will 
know they have a grandmother who exists and cares 
about them.

SATURDAY’S CARTOON...

For Wednesday, May 21, 2025
With the lines of communication 
open, the current cosmic weather is 
perfect for meetings, problem-solv-
ing and deep discussions. We can 
also harness today’s planetary power 
for brainstorming new ideas and tap-
ping into our imagination. Since our 
intuition will also be heightened, we 
should pause and reflect before de-
ciding on what’s next so that we can 
better tune into our inner wisdom. For 
those of us who tend to work better at 
night, the late evening bodes well for 
studying and creative work. However, 
for anyone seeking a more relaxing 
experience, incorporating meditative 
tools like calming music, white noise 
or breathing exercises should help.

ARIES
(March 21 to April 19)

What you want will arrive in due time. 
Have a little faith.

TAURUS
(April 20 to May 20)

If you have skills or a service you 
want to market, spread the word. 
Meanwhile, time spent with a friend 

will be good for you both.
GEMINI

(May 21 to June 20)
Take time to clear your mind and 
meditate on your next idea or deci-
sion. A moment of reflection can help 

you find a path toward success.
CANCER

(June 21 to July 22)
Networking can lead to positive re-

sults and valuable connections.
LEO

(July 23 to Aug. 22)
Think strategically about any invest-
ments you make going forward. Make 

sure that there’s room for growth.
VIRGO

(Aug. 23 to Sept. 22)
Partnering or collaborating with oth-
ers can invite new opportunities into 

your life.
LIBRA

(Sept. 23 to Oct. 22)
It’s a good day for getting rid of clut-
ter, whether it’s emotional or physical 

stuff that’s taking up space.
SCORPIO

(Oct. 23 to Nov. 21)
Be brave enough to let someone 

know what’s in your heart.
SAGITTARIUS

(Nov. 22 to Dec. 21)
If you’re in need of a pick-me-up, do-
ing something kind for a loved one 
can guarantee a boost in your mood.

CAPRICORN
(Dec. 22 to Jan. 19)

Your creative thinking is sharp. What 
wonderful ideas will you come up 

with?
AQUARIUS

(Jan. 20 to Feb. 18)
Treat yourself to something nice. And 
no, it doesn’t need to be anything ex-
pensive. (Unless you want it to be!)

PISCES
(Feb. 19 to March 20)

If there are important decisions to 
make today, you should find it easy 
to bridge the gap between your head 

and heart.
FOR TODAY’S BIRTHDAY

You make keen observations that are 
both spot-on and funny. You have 
the ability to find something inter-
esting about every person you talk 
to because you’re so curious and 
open-minded. You love a good story 
and often enjoy sharing witty anec-
dotes with others. You’re quick-witted 
and great at coming up with ideas. 
However, learning how to conserve 
your mental energy can help you 
avoid burnout or scattering yourself 
in too many directions. This year, be 
careful of overthinking every major 
decision. Surrender to the flow of life 
and trust your intuition.

Isaac Azimov’s
SUPER QUIZ

ANSWERS: 1. Waves. 2. Open. 3. 
Lights. 4. Road. 5. Plan. 6. You. 7. 
Yourself. 8. Space. 9. Me.
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New Trump Policy Puts
Limit On COVID Shots

WASHINGTON (AP) — Elon Musk, 
the richest person in the world and a key 
financial supporter of President Donald 
Trump, said today that he’ll be spend-
ing “a lot less” on political campaigns, a 
reversal that could be a setback for Re-
publicans ahead of next year’s midterm 
elections.

Musk disclosed his decision via vid-
eoconference during a Bloomberg forum 
in Doha, Qatar. It speaks to his possible 
disenchantment with politics after his 
tumultuous tenure as Trump’s pick to 
lead the newly created Department of 
Government Efficiency, which has fallen 
far short of its goals for reducing federal 
spending. Musk has scaled back his gov-
ernment role to spend more time at his 
businesses, including Tesla, which have 
seen intense blowback. Tesla reported a 
big drop in profits in the first quarter.

“In terms of political spending I’m 
going to do a lot less in the future,” Musk 
said. Asked why, he responded that “I 
think I’ve done enough.”

Musk’s statement marks a reversal 

By MATTHEW PERRONE and 
LAURAN NEERGAARD

 Associated Press
WASHINGTON (AP) — The Trump 

administration said today it will limit ap-
proval for seasonal COVID-19 shots to 
seniors and others at high risk pending 
more data on everyone else — raising 
questions about whether some people 
who want a vaccine this fall will be able 
to get one.

Top officials for the Food and Drug 
Administration laid out new standards 
for updated COVID shots, saying they’d 
continue to use a streamlined approach 
to make them available to adults 65 and 
older as well as children and younger 
adults with at least one high-risk health 
problem.

But the FDA framework, published 
today in the New England Journal of 
Medicine, urges companies to conduct 
large, lengthy studies before tweaked 
vaccines can be approved for healthier 
people. It’s a stark break from the pre-
vious federal policy recommending an 
annual COVID shot for all Americans 
six months and older. In the paper and 
a subsequent online webcast, the FDA’s 
top vaccine official said more than 100 
million Americans still should qualify 
for what he termed a booster under the 
new guidance.

Dr. Vinay Prasad described the new 

Musk to Cut Spending
On Political Campaigns

Ukraine EU Allies Hit
Russia With Sanctions

By ILLIA NOVIKOV and 
YEHOR KONOVALOV 

Associated Press
KYIV, Ukraine (AP) — Kyiv’s Eu-

ropean allies slapped new sanctions 
today on Moscow, a day after a phone 
call between U.S. President Donald 
Trump and Russian President Vlad-
imir Putin failed to produce a break-
through on ending the 3-year-old war 
in Ukraine.

“We have made clear again and 
again that we simply expect one thing 
from Russia now: namely, a ceasefire, 
unconditional and immediate,” Ger-
man Foreign Minister Johann Wade-
phul said in addressing the sanctions. 
“We welcome the fact that Ukraine is 
still prepared to do this. We note with 
disappointment that Russia has not yet 
taken this decisive step, and we will 
have to react to this.”

Diplomatic efforts have seen little 
progress in halting the fighting, in-
cluding Monday’s phone call between 
Trump and Putin, and Friday’s direct 
talks between Russian and Ukrainian 
delegations in Istanbul. In the phone 
call, Putin promised Trump that Rus-
sia is “ready to work with” Ukraine on 
a “memorandum” outlining the frame-
work for “a possible future peace trea-
ty.”

“It appears that Putin has devised a 
way to offer Trump an interim, tangi-
ble outcome from Washington’s peace 
efforts without making any real con-
cessions,” said Tatiana Stanovaya, a 
senior fellow at the Carnegie Russia 

approach as a “reasonable compromise” 
that will allow vaccinations in high-risk 
groups to continue while generating 
new data about whether they still benefit 
healthier people.

“For many Americans we simply do 
not know the answer as to whether or 
not they should be getting the seventh 
or eighth or ninth or tenth COVID-19 
booster,” said Prasad, who joined the 
FDA earlier this month. He previously 
spent more than a decade in academia, 
frequently criticizing the FDA’s handling 
of drug and vaccine approvals.

It’s unclear what the upcoming chang-
es mean for people who may still want a 
fall COVID-19 shot but don’t clearly fit 
into one of the categories.

“Is the pharmacist going to determine 
if you’re in a high-risk group?” asked Dr. 
Paul Offit, a vaccine expert at Children’s 
Hospital of Philadelphia. “The only thing 
that can come of this will make vaccines 
less insurable and less available.”

The nation’s leading pediatrics group 
said FDA’s approach will limit options 
for parents and their children.

“If the vaccine were no longer avail-
able or covered by insurance, it will take 
the choice away from families who wish 
to protect their children from COVID-19, 
especially among families already facing 
barriers to care,” said Dr. Sean O’Leary 
of the American Academy of Pediatrics.

Eurasia Center, in a post on X.
Russian media struck a triumphal 

tone in reporting Putin’s conversation 
with Trump.

Ukrainian President Volodymyr 
Zelenskyy said on his Telegram chan-
nel that “it is obvious that Russia is try-
ing to buy time to continue the war and 
occupation. We are working with part-
ners to put pressure on the Russians to 
behave differently.”

The new European Union sanctions 
targeted almost 200 ships from Rus-
sia’s “shadow fleet” illicitly transport-
ing oil to skirt Western restrictions It 
also imposed asset freezes and travel 
bans on several officials as well as on a 
number of Russian companies.

Ukrainian officials have said about 
500 aging ships of uncertain owner-
ship and safety practices are dodging 
sanctions and keeping oil revenues 
flowing to Moscow.

The U.K. also targeted the shadow 
fleet with 100 new sanctions and also 
aimed at disrupting the supply chains 
of Russian weapons, officials said.

“Putin’s latest strikes once again 
show his true colors as a warmonger,” 
British Foreign Secretary David Lam-
my said.

But Russian Foreign Ministry 
spokesperson Maria Zakharova said 
today: “Russia never responds to ulti-
matums.”

Trump has threatened to step up 
sanctions and tariffs on Russia but 
hasn’t acted so far.

of the course he had set during the 2024 
campaign — when he was among the 
very top political spenders — and im-
mediately after.

Musk spent at least $250 million 
supporting Trump in the presidential 
campaign, as the main contributor to 
America PAC, a super PAC that was ac-
tive in advertising and funding door-to-
door canvassing groups across the seven 
most-competitive states in the November 
presidential election.

Musk relished in the publicity, cam-
paigning alongside Trump at times and 
headlining some of his own campaign 
rallies on the GOP nominee’s behalf.

And while he took credit for helping 
Trump return to the White House, Musk 
suffered a public defeat in April, after he 
became deeply involved in a Wisconsin 
Supreme Court campaign. Musk-backed 
groups America PAC and Rebuilding 
America’s Future spent more than $21 
million on the April 1 election in sup-
port of the Republican-backed candidate 
Brad Schimel.

For sale, five bedroom three bath house. House sits on one of 
four lots. E-mail Eric at fvquicksilver@yahoo.com

Sitka School District students learn boat safety at an AMSEA safety fair at 
Crescent Harbor in 2019. (Sentinel Photo by James Poulson)

Israel Strikes Kill 85
In New Gaza Offensive

By WAFAA SHURAFA, SAMY 
MAGDY and TIA GOLDENBERG 

Associated Press
DEIR AL-BALAH, Gaza Strip 

(AP) — Israel pressed ahead Tuesday 
with its new military offensive in Gaza 
despite mounting international criti-
cism, launching airstrikes that health 
officials said killed at least 85 Pales-
tinians. Israeli officials said they also 
allowed in dozens more trucks carry-
ing aid.

Two days after aid began entering 
Gaza, the desperately needed new 
supplies have not yet reached people 
in Gaza, which has been under an Is-
raeli blockade for nearly three months, 
according to the United Nations. Ex-
perts have warned that many of Gaza’s 
2 million residents are at high risk of 
famine.

Under pressure, Israel agreed this 
week to allow a “minimal” amount of 
aid into the Palestinian territory after 
preventing the entry of food, medicine 
and fuel in an attempt to pressure the 
Hamas militant group. U.N. spokes-
person Stéphane Dujarric said that 
although the aid has entered Gaza, aid 
workers were not able to bring it to dis-
tribution points where it is most need-
ed, after the Israeli military forced 
them to reload the supplies onto sepa-
rate trucks and workers ran out of time.

COGAT, the Israeli defense body 
that oversees humanitarian aid, said 
five trucks entered Monday and 93 

trucks entered Tuesday. But Dujarric 
said the U.N. confirmed only a few 
dozen trucks entered Gaza on Tuesday.

The aid included flour for bakeries, 
food for soup kitchens, baby food and 
medical supplies. The U.N. humanitar-
ian agency said it is prioritizing baby 
formula in the first shipments.

But none of that aid actually 
reached Palestinians, according to the 
U.N. Dujarric described the new secu-
rity process for getting aid cleared to 
warehouses as “long, complex, compli-
cated and dangerous.” He said Israeli 
military requirements for aid workers 
to unload and reload the trucks are 
hindering efforts to distribute the aid. 
COGAT did not immediately comment 
on the new procedures.

The United Nations humanitarian 
agency received approval for about 100 
trucks to enter Gaza, spokesman Jens 
Laerke said, which is far less than the 
600 that entered daily during the latest 
ceasefire that Israel ended in March. 
Israel’s Foreign Ministry said dozens 
are expected to enter each day.

Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin 
Netanyahu said he decided to let in 
limited aid after pressure from allies, 
who told him they couldn’t support Is-
rael while devastating images of star-
vation were coming out of Gaza.

U.K. suspends trade negotiations 
and sanctions settler movement

But some close allies say the limit-
ed aid is not enough.

U.S. Begins Deporting
Migrants To S. Sudan?

By LINDSAY WHITEHURST 
Associated Press

WASHINGTON (AP) — The 
Trump administration appears to 
have begun deporting people from 
Myanmar and Vietnam to South Su-
dan despite a court order restricting 
removals to other countries, attor-
neys for the migrants said in court 
documents.

Immigration authorities may have 
sent up to a dozen people from sev-
eral countries to Africa, they told a 
judge.

Those removals would violate a 
court order saying people must get a 
“meaningful opportunity” to argue 
that sending them to a country out-
side their homeland would threaten 
their safety, attorneys said.

The apparent removal of one man 
from Myanmar was confirmed in an 
email from an immigration official in 
Texas, according to court documents. 
He was informed only in English, 
a language he does not speak well, 
and his attorneys learned of the plan 
hours before his deportation flight, 
they said.

A woman also reported that her 
husband from Vietnam and up to 10 
other people were flown to Africa 
Tuesday morning, attorneys from the 
National Immigration Litigation Al-
liance wrote.

They asked Judge Brian E. Mur-
phy for an emergency court order to 
prevent the deportations. Murphy, 
who was appointed by President Joe 
Biden, previously found that any 
plans to deport people to Libya with-
out notice would “clearly” violate his 
ruling, which also applies to people 
who have otherwise exhausted their 
legal appeals. A hearing in the case 
is set for Wednesday.

The Department of Homeland Se-
curity and the White House did not 
immediately return messages seek-
ing comment.

Some countries do not accept de-
portations from the United States, 
which has led the Trump admin-
istration to strike agreements with 
other countries, including Panama, 
to house them. The Trump adminis-
tration has sent Venezuelans to a no-
torious prison in El Salvador under 
an 18th-century wartime law hotly 
contested in the courts.

South Sudan has suffered repeated 
waves of violence since gaining inde-
pendence from Sudan in 2011 amid 
hopes it could use its large oil re-
serves to bring prosperity to a region 
long battered by poverty. Just weeks 
ago, the country’s top U.N. official 
warned that fighting between forces 
loyal to the president and a vice pres-
ident threatened to spiral again into 
full-scale civil war.

The situation is “darkly reminis-
cent of the 2013 and 2016 conflicts, 
which took over 400,000 lives,” 
Nicholas Haysom, head of the almost 
20,000-strong U.N. peacekeeping 
mission.

The U.S. State Department’s an-
nual report on South Sudan, pub-
lished in April 2024, says “signif-
icant human rights issues” include 
arbitrary killings, disappearances, 
torture or inhumane treatment by se-
curity forces and extensive violence 
based on gender and sexual identity.

The U.S. Homeland Security De-
partment has given Temporary Pro-
tected Status to a small number of 
South Sudanese already living in the 
United States since the country was 
founded in 2011, shielding them from 
deportation because conditions were 
deemed unsafe for return. Secretary 
Kristi Noem recently extended those 
protections to November to allow for 
a more thorough review.

___
Associated Press writers Rebecca 

Santana, Tim Sullivan and Elliot Sp-
agat contributed to this report.
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Override . . . 

Himschoot . . . 

AMSEA. . . 

improve students’ reading perfor-
mance, and expands career and techni-
cal training programs.

It also sets up a legislative task force 
to recommend further changes to edu-
cation policy.

Rep. Ted Eischeid, D-Anchorage, 
said he was listening to his constituents 
when he voted to override the veto. 

“I’m super pleased. The No. 1 issue 
in House District 22 was education. I 
know because I asked (at) a thousand 
doors, where people answered the 
door, and that was the overwhelming 
request,” he said. “So I’m really happy 
to stand with my neighbors in House 
District 22, and I’m super pleased.”

How it happened
The House and Senate are con-

trolled by coalition majorities that 
include Republicans and Democrats, 
with the House majority also including 
independents. However, because over-
riding the governor required 40 votes, 
some conservative Republicans in the 
House and Senate minority caucuses 
needed to support an override for it to 
succeed. 

House Minority Leader Mia Costel-
lo, R-Anchorage, said that while she 
supports the governor, she split with 
his position and voted to override the 
veto. “I’ve supported the governor in 
many, many ways. I voted for his bills 
and priorities — very much a fan of 
the governor,” she said. “We just had a 
difference of opinion on this one bill.” 

Senate Majority Leader Cathy 
Giessel, R-Anchorage, praised what 
she described as the courage of mi-
nority Republicans who acted against 
a governor whose actions they normal-
ly support.

“I think it represents a lot of courage 
on the part of all the legislators, recog-
nizing the justice, the compassion that 
we need to show to the public,” she 
said. “They’ve asked for this education 
funding now for several years, and it’s 
time we act. And I think it represents 
a really courageous vote for many of 
them.”

During Tuesday’s vote, Rep. Jeremy 
Bynum, R-Ketchikan and a member 
of the House minority, wore what he 
called his “hard vote” tie, decorated 
with small rhinoceroses. He voted to 
override.

“My vote isn’t against the governor, 
it’s for my district,” he said. “This is 
basically the same funding that the 
governor authorized in last year’s bud-
get (and) we got some policy for it. 
We’ve worked hard on that.”

Dunleavy said he wanted addition-
al policy changes in the bill, including 
open-enrollment provisions that would 
allow students to more easily transfer 
between schools and school districts. 
Anchorage and the Matanuska-Susit-
na Borough already offer versions of 
those policies.

Bynum said he believes that some 
of the policy priorities sought by the 
governor need more discussion.

“The problem that we have is that 
the policies that the governor was ask-
ing for us to include in this bill really 
requires some additional thought,” he 
said. “There’s some unintended con-
sequences of that language that could 
harm some of the lottery schools and 
some of the charter schools even in 
Anchorage … and so, yeah, if we want 
local control, we need to support local 
control. I believe in local control.” 

House and Senate passed HB 57 
by a combined vote of 48-11-1; Reps. 
Jubilee Underwood, R-Wasilla; Elexie 
Moore, R-Wasilla; and Sarah Vance, 
R-Homer, voted in favor of HB 57 but 
against overriding the governor’s veto.

Afterward, Underwood and Moore 
each said they were trying to follow the 
will of their constituents.

Vance explained her decision in 
depth.

“I made a decision a couple weeks 

it? We can apply for other grants, but 
not for commercial fishing… There 
really isn’t funding to apply for for 
the commercial sector, because 
it’s supposed to be filled by that… 
congressionally appropriated funding.”

AMSEA is working with Alaska’s 
Congressional delegation and HHS 
Sec. Kennedy to have the funding 
restored.

Cyr joined individual fishermen, 
businesses and the Alaska Department 
of Fish and Game in a letter to Kennedy. 
“From a financial perspective, the 
return on investment on this funding 
annually is millions of dollars to one 
dollar spent,” they said. “The proven 
reduction in fatalities, injuries, and 
vessel disasters from marine safety 
training and research saves the USCG 
millions annually in expensive rescue 
operations and saves the U.S. millions 
in other expenses for work related 
injury and death.

“The remarkable success of NIOSH 
commercial fishing safety programs 
was made possible through decades 
of hard work, partnerships, and 
development of programs between the 
USCG, NIOSH, commercial fishing 

ago not to override, seeing that the ma-
jority was not even considering giving 
the governor his policy requests — and 
really what Republicans have been 
wanting for quite some time: to make 
education more accessible to all public 
school students,” she said.

Vance said she is also focused on 
the state’s finances: “I’m also very, 
very concerned about our budget. We 
are in a deficit of $200 million, and 
that’s also the increase right now. I 
want to fund inside the formula, but 
right now, I think we’re just in a bind 
on what we can do.”

Tuesday’s vote may be the first 
chapter in a longer struggle between 
the governor and the Legislature. 

HB 57 increases the state’s public 
school funding formula, but that for-
mula is subject to the annual state bud-
get. To use an analogy: If the formula 
is a bucket, the budget fills that bucket. 

Dunleavy has previously said he 
may veto some education money from 
the state budget, leaving the formula 
only partially funded.

In addition, parts of HB 57 are con-
tingent upon the enactment of Senate 
Bill 113, a bill adjusting the state’s 
corporate income taxes. On Monday, 
Dunleavy implied that he will veto SB 
113.

Overriding either a funding veto 
or a veto of SB 113 would require 45 
votes; the state constitution sets a high-
er threshold to override bills that ap-
propriate money, which a provision of 
SB 113 would effectively do.

Outcomes of future key votes re-
main uncertain

Some legislators who voted to over-
ride the governor on Monday declined 
to confirm that they would override ve-
toes on the two funding mechanisms.

Sen. Robert Yundt, R-Wasilla, and 
Sen. Mike Cronk, R-Tok, each voted to 
override but said they didn’t know how 
they would vote if the governor vetoed 
the funding mechanisms.

Yundt added that he’d like to see 
less division between the legislative 
and executive branches. 

“This is a sad day for me, I’m sorry 
it came to this,” he said. “People send 
us here to work together, right? I don’t 
want to see divide ever. So, yeah, I 
don’t ever want to see any more vetoes. 
… They’re part of the process, and I 
know that. But for me this is not a time 
to rejoice.” 

Asked whether the 46-vote thresh-
old would hold up in subsequent ve-
toes, the leaders of the House and Sen-
ate said they weren’t sure.

“We don’t know, but the vote today 
is going to influence the political dy-
namic around doing what’s right for 
our schools,” Edgmon said.

Stevens offered similar thoughts.
“I think there’s a good, solid mes-

sage to the governor that we need to 
move ahead on education,” he said.

Regardless of how they stood on 
HB 57, legislators said that Tuesday’s 
action was significant. The Legislature 
hasn’t overridden a governor’s veto 
since 2009, when it voted to overturn 
Gov. Sarah Palin’s rejection of some 
federal aid during the Great Recession.

But by the time of that override, Pal-
in had resigned, and legislators didn’t 
risk retribution for their override. Leg-
islators haven’t overruled a sitting gov-
ernor since a Republican-controlled 
Legislature overrode Democratic Gov. 
Tony Knowles in 2002. 

Former Rep. Joe Hayes, D-Fair-
banks, is now an aide to Sen. Scott 
Kawasaki, D-Fairbanks, and was in 
the House during the 2002 vote. He 
represented a swing district and joined 
Republicans in voting to override. 

“Knowles was pissed at me. He was 
pissed at me forever,” Hayes said on 
Tuesday. “I get it now — this kind of 
thing doesn’t happen very often.”

–––––––––––––
https://alaskabeacon.com/james-

brooks

In recent years, the governor has ap-
proved one-time $680 increases above 
the base student allocation, which has 
not seen any major increase since 2016. 
Today’s override of the veto of HB57 is 
for a $700 increase to the base student 
allocation, and is especially significant 
because it was approved as a perma-
nent increase in the allocation.

“And we’ve never funded less than 
the statutory BSA in the history of 
the state,” Stedman said, adding, “We 
have some policy work that’s includ-
ed in this bill, there’s more work to be 
done, but there’s clearly policy issues 
there, one of which is a report to us on 
class sizes for all the districts. There’s 
a whole list.”

He said the fact that the Legislature 
has never funded below the statutory 
BSA should give districts a “floor,” or 
minimum, for what appropriation to 
expect from the state as they draw up 
their budgets in the years ahead.

“They have to account for their 
population change, and there are mul-
tipliers,” he said. “No matter what the 

governor does with the (state) budget, 
the policy discussions will continue in 
the next year and the year after, but it’s 
an incremental improvement.”

Himschoot was pleased to see the 
permanent BSA increase go through 
after the governor vetoed three previ-
ous school funding bills, including this 
one, this year.

“Each of these represented months 
of negotiation and compromise by the 
Legislature, often with representatives 
from the governor’s office,” Himschoot 
said.

Putting the BSA increase into his-
toric perspective, she noted that this 
year’s graduating high school seniors 
were in third grade the last time a per-
manent raise to the BSA was approved.

“It should not be this difficult to 
provide basic funding to our public 
schools, including charter, correspon-
dence and neighborhood schools,” 
Himschoot said. “The override vote 
today is an important message to our 
students, teachers and families; the 
Legislature is broadly committed to 
supporting our schools.”

organizations, and commercial fishing 
safety and health training and research 
centers,” Cyr wrote in the letter.

For now, Cyr said, the lack of Coast 
Guard-mandated safety training will 
likely leave some fishermen high and 
dry.

“A lot of fishermen, especially in 
Sitka, have taken our training and 
they legally can fish but yes, people 
take our training all the time because 
they need to, because they’re required 
to,” Cyr said. “Yes, it will affect many 
fishermen and make them either out of 
compliance, they could get into really 
big trouble, or they’re waiting at the 
dock, basically, unable to fish until 
they take the class.”

In the absence of NIOSH funds, she 
said AMSEA will continue working to 
provide training, but the lack of money 
will limit the scale.

“We would probably have a couple 
classes, where we had local instructors 
and communities, and we can make it 
really, really affordable, but it would 
really affect our commercial fishing 
safety program, which really needs it 
the most, because it’s such a high risk 
industry.”
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