
Crafting for a Cause!
Doylestown native Lynda Kowalski is one of 27 juried 

artisans exhibiting and selling artwork and crafts at the 
Friends of the Doylestown Library’s 2nd Annual Arts  

and Crafts Fair. See story on page 2.

Photo by June Portnoy
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Friends of the Doylestown Library host 
Second Annual Arts and Crafts Fair
story and photos by  
June Portnoy

On April 5, the Friends 
of the Doylestown 

Library brought together cre-
ativity, community, and cause 
for their 2nd Annual Arts and 
Crafts Fair, held at the Lenape 
Valley Church in New Britain. 
With 27 juried artisans and 
craftspeople, along with over 
300 attendees, all under one 
roof, the event served as both 
a celebration of local talent 
and a critical fundraiser for the 
Doylestown Library.

The fair offered free admis-
sion, ample parking, and a 
wide array of artisan goods, 
while also featuring raffle 

baskets, a spring craft fair pass-
port activity, and homemade 
refreshments for sale, all made 
possible by the efforts of the 
Friends, a dedicated volunteer 
group supporting the library’s 
programs and services.

“Our main goal of today’s 
event is fundraising for library 
extras,” explained Lorrie Rich-
ardson, co-chair of the fair 
and member of the Friends of 
the Doylestown Library. “The 
Friends provide programming 
at the library, sponsor “Book-
Page”, a monthly publication, 
pay for speakers, chair yoga, 
and support immediate library 
needs; things that aren’t in the 
library’s budget.”

The organization, which cur-

rently consists of 218 members, 
is the largest and most active 
Friends group in the Bucks 
County Library System. Their 
mission centers on supporting 
the Doylestown Library, the 
central branch of the system, 
through volunteer-run fundrais-
ers like the craft fair and two 
annual book sales. The next 
book sale is scheduled for April 
26 and 27 at the library.

This year’s craft fair drew 
vendors who not only matched 
the Friends’ mission of support-
ing literacy and public access to 
resources, but also actively con-
tributed to its success. “Each 
vendor donated items to our 
raffle baskets,” Richardson said. 

clockwise from top left: Cochairs of Crafts Fair, Lorrie Richardson (left) and Donna Tobin, stand behind 
the raffle table. Friends of the Doylestown Library board members and Crafts Fair volunteers Jane 
Miller (left) and Sherry Sullivan welcome visitors. Doylestown Borough’s Nancy Taylor exhibits her 

FreeHand PaperCut cards. (from left) Lilly, Landon, Chroe, and Trinity enjoy getting their spring craft 
fair passports stamped.

continued on pg. 25



d
o

ylesto
w

n 
o

b
serv

er | A
PRIL 2025d

o
yl

es
to

w
n 

o
b

se
rv

er
 |

 A
PR

IL
 2

02
5

	 see all home & garden related news at www.OMGLocalLife.com |  HOME & GARDEN	 54	 HOME & GARDEN II  |  monthly special focus

 Bucks Beautiful Community roots, blossoming results

Bucks Beautiful is a grass roots non-profit 
that coordinates events, community proj-
ects and educational programs to develop 
sustainable and attractive landscapes that 
foster a healthier environment. Since 1990 
we have worked to enhance the landscape 
for residents and visitors alike by beauti-
fying towns, schools, parks, roadsides and 

pathways throughout Bucks County. 
Beautification 
For over three decades we have been 

providing grants for the development of 
community gardens throughout Bucks 
County. These include plantings at hospi-
tals, war memorials, public parks, gateway 
gardens and town centers. We also award 
grants to area garden clubs who sponsor 
uplifting planters at nursing homes and 
long-term care facilities. 

Replant Bucks 
We’re leading the way in local refor-

estation. Damage from storms, disease 
and insects on the tree canopy has been 
devastating. With support from community 
partners we plant native trees county-wide 
at parks, historical sites, schools, and non-
profit facilities. Donations are welcome to 
help us plant more trees for future gener-
ations. 

Educational Offerings 
School planting projects are sponsored 

annually, and horticulture topics are shared 
through our newsletter and social media. 

Bulbs for Bucks Daffodil Tour - April 
through May

Over 1.6 million daffodil bulbs have been 
planted in public spaces county-wide. Over 
the years we’ve sponsored several elemen-
tary school planting programs featuring 
these springtime bloomers. 

Kitchen & Garden Tour - June 8, 2025
This event showcases an exciting mix of 

properties around historic Central Bucks 
County.  Funds raised bolster community 
garden grants, horticultural scholarships 
and educational programs. Tickets on sale 
now!

Membership
Join a special network of neighbors, 

nonprofits, and businesses committed to 
enhancing Bucks County.  Members receive 
free Kitchen & Garden Tour tickets, early 
admission, and select discounts!     

To become a member, or contribute 
to the cause, contact Bucks Beautiful 
by calling 215-340-3639 or visit www.
bucksbeautiful.org. 

 Village Improvement Association
49th Bucks County 
Designer House and 
Gardens now open!

The 49th Bucks County 
Designer House & Gardens, 
Hidden Trail Farm, located in 
Ivyland, will be open for tours 
from April 27 through May 25.

The centerpiece of Hidden 
Trail Farm is a 5,000-square-foot 
farmhouse featuring a welcom-
ing porch, three fireplaces, six 
bedrooms and numerous gath-
ering and entertaining spaces. 
The property also includes an 
impressive custom-designed 
chalet built in 1992 with an 
open, multi-story living area, loft 
and two additional bedrooms.

A recently renovated pool 
and patio area includes a large 
screened-in gazebo and stunning 
Koi pond with waterfall, while a 
large barn has space for multiple 
boutiques and an on-site cafe 
serving lunch and light fare. Old 
York Cellars will provide wine.

 “We are thrilled to have this 
very special, historic property as 
our 2025 Designer House, and 
are looking forward to sharing 
it with the public,” said Monica 
Mosley, chair of the 2025 
Designer House Committee.

This is the largest fundraiser 
held by the Village Improvement 
Association of Doylestown (VIA), 
a non-profit women’s organiza-
tion that founded Doylestown 
Hospital in 1923. Funds from 
the 2025 Designer House will 
benefit community mental 
health well-being and enhance-
ment of the Doylestown Hospital 
Emergency Department mental 
health unit.

Monies raised also support 
the work of numerous VIA 
committees that assist veterans 
and those in need and provide 
academic scholarships to teens 
and women seeking to re-enter 
the workforce. Funds are also 
allocated for maintenance of the 

James-Lorah Memorial 
Home in Doylestown, 
which serves as the VIA 
headquarters and is a 
museum listed on the 
National Register of His-
toric Places.

Add a visit to Hidden Trail 
Farm to your spring calendar! 
For additional information 
and to purchase House tour 
tickets, please visit the Designer 
House website at www.
BucksCountyDesignerHouse.
org.

Friends of the Doylestown Library hosts open 
“mic” poetry, local author programs

The Friends of the 
Doylestown Library will host 
two free programs in May at 
the Doylestown Library, 150 S. 
Pine St.

Open ‘Mic’ Poetry, Thurs-
day, May 15, 6:30 pm: Poets 
of all ages are invited to read 
their work in an atmosphere 
that respects all readers 

during an Open “Mic” Poetry 
Reading. Moderated by Dr. 
Tom Mallouk, Bucks County 
Poet Laureate Emeritus and 
author of several books includ-

ing “The Write Metaphor”, 
the theme for the evening 
will be “creating community.” 
Those wishing to read their 

continued on pg. 6

4094 Burnthouse Hill Rd, Buckingham  215-345-4481
2616 Rushland Rd, Jamison  215-598-3058

1873 S. Easton Rd, Doylestown
www.SparksTopsoil.com

SERVICING THE 
AREA FOR OVER 

40 YEARS

FAMILY 
OPERATED

TOP SOIL • BEDDING MIXES • MULCHES
BUILDING STONE • CRUSHED STONE • SAND

FREE 
outside 

estimate 
appointments
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 C&C Family Roofing and Siding
How weather 
impacts the roof 
of your home

Severe weather events 
can cause a significant 
amount of damage to 
your roof. The cost of that 
damage can put a tremen-
dous amount of strain on 
your finances. There are five 
weather events that homeown-
ers should be cautious of.

Wind: Strong winds can 
lift or tear off shingles, cause 
things to break loose and 
damage your roofing material 
causing punctures and scrapes. 
Strong wind can also lift loose 
items like patio furniture, bikes 
or even trampolines to become 
projectiles.

Rain and Water: Heavy rains 
can find gaps that normal rain 
showers wouldn’t find and 
cause rot, mold and interior 
leaks. Standing water on flat 
roofing can add significant 
weight to your roof which may 
promote a cave in. Water in the 
winter freezes causing cracks 
or gaps that expand and create 
further damage.

Hail: Hail can damage your 
shingles, allowing leaks to 
occur. Hail can also dent gutters 

and down spouts.
Snow and Ice: Heavy 

snow can strain poorly con-
structed roof structures. Ice 
dams at the base of the roof 
restrict melting snow and 
water from getting off the 
roof. That back up can cause 
major leaks, weaken roofing 

fasteners and prevent proper 
ventilation.

Extreme Heat: Excessive heat 
causes shingles to prematurely 
crack or become brittle leading 
to roof system failures. Extreme 
fluctuations in temperature 
can promote stress on roofing 
material leading to leaks.

These 5 factors should be 
monitored regularly to prevent 
roof and structural damage to 
your home. Other factors that 
contribute to poor roof perfor-

mance are:
Aging Shingles: Every 

homeowner should 
know when their roof 
was installed and what 
the manufacturer’s sug-
gested life expectancy 
for that shingle type is.

Poor Maintenance: Regular 
gutter and roof cleanings 
prevent damage and will allow 
you to inspect the condition of 
your roof.

Improper Installation: 
Finding a reputable roofing con-
tractor will prevent fly-by-night 
roofs from doing improper 
work for a quick buck.

Be smart and proactive to 
protect your most expensive 
asset – your home. Trust C&C 
Family Roofing & Siding for all 
your siding and roofing needs. 
Call us at 215-999-6248.

work can preregister by emailing 
FriendsofDoylestownLibrary@gmail.
com (walk-ins will be welcome, time 
permitting). This program supports 
basic literacy.

To Vietnam and Back 1967-1968, 
Sunday, May 18, 2 pm: Local author 
Dolores Cook Raisch will conduct 
a presentation based on her book, 
“To Vietnam and Back 1967–1968: 
Letters of Family, Friends, Faith and 
Love”, which narrates a year of 
wartime letters to a 13-year-old girl 
from her eldest brother who was 
drafted into the Army. The book is an 
intimate family memoir that, through 
the lifeline of back and forth letters, 
offers a warmly told story about one 
soldier’s year in Vietnam and his 
family anxiously awaiting his return. 
This program supports civic and 
social literacy.

The Friends of the Doylestown Library is a non-profit organiza-
tion, supporting the Doylestown Library, which strives to align its 
programs to the five literacies of PA Forward, the Pennsylvania 
Library Association’s 21st Century Literacies Initiative. Visit the 
Friends of the Doylestown Library online at friendsofdtownlibrary.
org, on Facebook at Doylestown Library Friends, or on Instagram at 
Dtownfriends.

Local author Dolores Cook 
Raisch will conduct a 

presentation on her book, 
in which she narrates the 

letters she received as 
a 13-year-old from her 
eldest brother while he 

served in the Army during 
the Vietnam War.

Doylestown Library
continued from pg. 4

Anton & Sons Pool, 
LLC has been installing 
custom pools of all sizes 
in the Doylestown area 
for over 30 years. Many 
people have recently 
chosen to invest the 

money that they would have 
previously spent on vacations 
and entertainment on improv-
ing their own homes. 

Installing a pool has been 
a popular choice to create a 
resort-like atmosphere in the 
comfort and safety of one’s 
own backyard. A pool is a 
significant investment but, 
if thoughtfully planned, will 
provide your family with many 
years of future enjoyment. 

Here are some things to 
consider when contemplating 
a pool:

Determining the budget is 
the first step. The cost of a pool 
installation can span a wide 

range and should include the 
additional costs of decking, land-
scape, lighting, etc.

Realistic evaluation of the 
backyard space must also be 
considered when determining 
the size of pool that can be 
accommodated.  

Will the pool be used solely 
for recreation, or will it be used 
as a primary source of exercise? 

What are the ages of those 
who will be using the pool? If 
there are young children in the 
family, then perhaps the addi-
tion of a slide or diving board is 
part of your vision. 

Are you looking for your pool 

to provide a beautiful backdrop 
for your yard? Maybe one or 
several waterfalls are on your 
wish list. 

Spas and sundecks are also 
a popular add-on that can 
provide a form of relaxation 
and enjoyment for all.

Pool installation projects 
require a lot of lead time and 
planning as there are a lot of 
moving parts including the per-
mitting process.

As a family-owned and 
operated business, we take 
immense pride in our work. We 
welcome the opportunity to 
guide you through the process 
of this exciting home improve-
ment.

Let us bring the vacation to 
your backyard! Call 215-348-
3212 to set up a consultation. 
Visit www.antonpools.com.

 Anton & Sons Pools, LLC

Local news has a new home on the web! 
Our 11 newspapers are now in one place—online

O’Rourke Media Group 
is pleased to announce its 
brand-new website—OMGLo-
calLife.com is now live! We 
will continue to spotlight local 
businesses as we always have, 
we will also have an expanded 

community news section that 
will be updated daily with 
local noteworthy stories from 
the region, we will also have 
‘web-exclusive’ stories that can 
only be found online. O’Rourke 
Media Group has always been 

proud to report on hyperlocal 
news, we are happy to bring 
these stories to you on the web. 
Please check-in daily! 

OMGLocalLife.com—your 
new home for local news!

NEXT EDITION

www.OMGLocalLife.com

Check it out
May 27th

BUCKINGHAM GREEN SHOPPING CENTER
(215) 794-3888

www.wbu.com/buckingham 
On Route 202 between New Hope and Doylestown

(215) 968-8535

• Lawn Fertilization and Weed Prevention
• Lime Application with Soil pH Testing
• Aeration and Seeding
• Plant Health Care • Deer Control
• Deep Root Feeding
• Flea, Tick, and Mosquito Suppression 
• Spotted Lanternfl y SuppressionNow Is The Time Now Is The Time 

To Treat Your To Treat Your 
Lawn & LandscapeLawn & Landscape Locally Owned & Family Operated 

Licensed / Insured  •  Licensed PA State Applicators
PA#078821

VISIT OUR WEBSITE:   www.AndrewsLawnRanger.com  EMAIL: AndrewsLawnRanger@aol.com



d
o

ylesto
w

n 
o

b
serv

er | A
PRIL 2025d

o
yl

es
to

w
n 

o
b

se
rv

er
 |

 A
PR

IL
 2

02
5

	 see all home & garden related news at www.OMGLocalLife.com |  HOME & GARDEN	 98	 HOME & GARDEN II  |  monthly special focus

 Wild Birds Unlimited, Buckingham
Hummingbirds are here!
Spring is upon us and that means the return of the hum-

mingbirds; one of nature’s jewels! The Ruby Throated Hum-
mingbird generally spends the winter in Central America, 
Mexico and Florida. They migrate to Canada and other parts 
of Eastern North America for the summer to breed.

Hummingbirds can fly up to 60 miles an hour, but typically 
about 30-45 mph. Did you know they are the only birds that can fly 
backwards and upside down? They lay the smallest bird egg in the 
world in a golf ball size nest, usually producing two broods a year.

Hummingbirds eat about every 10 minutes. They drink nectar 
from plants and sugar water from feeders, lapping up the nectar 
with their long tongues. You can provide sugar water in a nectar 
feeder by combining four parts water to one part white sugar. They 
eat insects and insect eggs on the ground and in trees.

Their choice of preferred flowers are salvia, trumpet creeper, 
bee balm, thistle petunia and jewelweed.

Wild Birds Unlimited is fully stocked with a wide variety of 
Nectar Feeders in all shapes and sizes, glass and plastic, hanging, 
staked, and window mounted. We also offer ant moats (although 
some are already built-in), nectar brushes/sponges and nectar 
concentrate/powder.

Not sure where or how to start? FeederScaping services are 
available.

Bird Walks are held the third Sunday of every month; just email 
Lisa for more information at wbubuckinghampa@gmail.com.

Online ordering is available at mywbu.com/Buckingham – all 
orders over $75 ship free within 150 miles. Local delivery is avail-
able on our 20# bags.

Just email your order above for the freshest and finest bird 
seed available, or stop in the store. We are located on Route 202 
between Doylestown and Peddlers Village.

Lisa Mergen with Hummingbird Feeders
in full display at Wild Birds Unlimited, Buckingham

Sauers Cares evolves into 
Drive and Thrive: A new chapter 
in community transportation support

Sauers Cares, a nonprofit 
organization dedicated to 
improving the lives of individ-
uals and families in need, is 
proud to announce its tran-
sition to Drive and Thrive. 
This new name reflects the 
organization’s sharpened focus 
on addressing transportation 
barriers that impact self-suffi-
ciency and quality of life.

Since its founding in 2019, 
Sauers Cares has been commit-
ted to identifying and fulfilling 
the needs of local nonprofits 
and community members. 
By leveraging partnerships, 
resources, and volunteer 
efforts, the organization has 
supported a wide range of 
causes, from housing and 

continued on pg. 9

 Jammer Doors Transform your home with a modern front door
Updating your front door 

may seem like a small change, 
but it can make a dramatic 
difference in your home’s 
appearance, energy efficiency, 
and security. At Jammer Doors 
in Yardley, we believe the right 
front door not only enhances 
curb appeal but also sets the 
tone for your entire home.

Serving the community 
since 1920, Jammer Doors is a 
trusted, family-owned business 
offering premium front door 
solutions that blend style, func-
tion, and durability. Whether 
you’re looking for sleek modern 
lines, bold colors, or enhanced 
insulation, our wide selection of 

steel, fiberglass, and compos-
ite doors offers something for 
every homeowner.

A modern front door isn’t 
just about aesthetics—it’s an 
investment in your home’s 
future. Our doors are built to 
last, provide superior energy 
efficiency, and help protect 
your family with advanced 
security features. Plus, with 
expert installation by our 
licensed and insured profes-
sionals (never subcontractors), 
you can trust the job will be 
done right.

At our Yardley showroom, 
located at 10 N Main Street, you 
can browse styles, talk with our knowledgeable staff, and find 

the perfect fit for your space 
and budget. We’re here to help 
you reimagine your home’s 
entryway with a fresh, contem-
porary look.

Ready to make a statement? 
Let Jammer Doors help you 

create a welcoming, modern 
entrance that truly reflects your 
home’s personality.

For more information, call 
us at 215-493-7709 or visit our 
website at www.jammerdoors.
com.

food security to mental health 
initiatives. Over the years, one 
recurring challenge stood out, 
the critical need for reliable 
transportation. Whether it was 
helping individuals get to work, 
medical appointments, or other 
essential services, the lack of 
accessible and affordable trans-
portation programs created 
significant barriers for many in 
our community.

In response to this growing 
need, Sauers Cares has evolved 
into Drive and Thrive, a non-
profit organization solely dedi-
cated to providing transporta-
tion programs that empower 
individuals to achieve indepen-
dence and stability. Through 
this transformation, Drive and 
Thrive will continue to build 
upon its strong foundation 
while focusing on three core 
programs:

Empower Wheels Free Car 
Clinic: A free car clinic offering 
general maintenance to under-
privileged adults, ensuring 
their vehicles remain safe and 
reliable.

Critical Repair Program: A 
program providing essential 

vehicle repairs and inspections 
to individuals facing financial 
hardships, ensuring they have 
safe and dependable transpor-
tation.

Fuel Assistance Program: 
A support initiative that helps 
individuals cover fuel costs, 
enabling them to access 
employment, medical care, and 
other vital services.

“Transportation is a fun-
damental need that directly 
impacts an individual’s ability to 
thrive,” said Stephanie Sauers 
Boyd, Founder and Executive 
Director of Drive and Thrive. 
“By refining our mission and 
programs, we are committed to 
breaking down these barriers 
and helping our community 
move forward literally and fig-
uratively.”

Drive and Thrive remains 
deeply rooted in its commit-
ment to Bucks and Montgom-
ery counties and looks forward 
to expanding its impact with 
the support of donors, volun-
teers, and community partners.

To learn more about Drive 
and Thrive, apply for ser-
vices, or find out how you can 
support our mission, please 
visit www.comedriveandthrive.
org.

Sauers Cares
continued from pg. 8

LANDSCAPE, HARDSCAPE & 
RAIN WATER HARVESTING, INC.RAIN WATER HARVESTING, INC.

~ design 

~ build 

~ maintain~ maintain
215.598.1412    MarrazzosNorthRiver.comMarrazzosNorthRiver.MarrazzosNorthRiver.

outdoor lighting and speakers

LANDSCAPE, HARDSCAPE & 
RAIN WATER HARVESTING

215.598.1412    MarrazzosNorthRiver.2    MarrazzosNorthRiver.

outdoor lighting and speakers
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 Made in the Shade Bucks County
Window 
refresh ideas 
to brighten 
your spring

1.	Sheer Shades 
If you’re looking to let the 
sunshine in without sacrific-
ing privacy, sheer shades are 
the ideal solution. These 
elegant treatments layer del-
icate fabric vanes between 
sheer panels, giving your 
windows a soft, airy look 
while gently diffusing light. 
Perfect for living rooms, 
dining spaces, or sunrooms, 
sheer shades offer:

•	 UV protection for your furni-
ture and floors

•	 A minimalist look that com-
plements modern decor

•	 Cordless and motorized 
options for a clean, safe finish

2.	Natural Woven Shades 
Embrace the earthy tones 
of spring with natural 
woven shades. Crafted 
from organic materials like 
bamboo,grasses, and reeds, 
these shades bring texture, 
warmth, and natural beauty 
into any space. 
Why choose natural woven 
shades this spring?

•	 They create a serene, spa-like 
vibe—ideal for bedrooms 
and bathrooms

•	 Add character and dimension 
to minimalist interiors

•	 Can be lined for additional 
privacy and light control

3.	Dual Shades (Zebra Shades): 
Dual shades—also known as 
zebra shades—offer alter-
nating bands of sheer and 
opaque fabric that shift to 
give you total light control 
and privacy when you need 
it. These modern marvels are 
especially popular in:

•	 Home offices (hello, Zoom 
lighting!)

•	 Bedrooms that need both 
natural light and blackout 
capability

•	 Kitchens, where flexibility 
is key

4.	Roller Shades: Sleek, Simple, 
Stunning 
These streamlined shades 
roll up smoothly to offer a 
clutter-free view and roll 
down for a pop of color, 
pattern, or texture. 
Roller shades are a top 
choice for:

•	 Modern or contemporary 
homes

•	 Spaces with lots of windows 
or sliding glass doors

•	 Homeowners who love 
minimalism with a punch of 
personality

5.	Outdoor Shades: Prep Your 
Patio for Spring Entertaining 
Don’t forget your outdoor 
spaces! With outdoor sun 
shades, you can create a 
comfortable, shaded retreat 
right on your patio or deck—
perfect for springtime cook-
outs and get-togethers. 

Outdoor shades help you:
•	 Block harsh UV rays and 

reduce glare
•	 Keep your space cooler and 

more enjoyable
•	 Maintain views while increas-

ing privacy
To request a free in-home 

consultation, contact Made in 
the Shade Bucks County at 267-
201-7509 or visit our website at 
www.mitsbuckscounty.com.

Warminster Food Bank ribbon 
cutting for new location

Warminster Food Bank 
will cut the ribbon at its new 
location, 495 E. County Line 
Rd. in Hatboro on Thursday, 
May 1 at 10 am.  The new site, 
situated in the Town & Country 
Shopping Center in Warmin-
ster Township, is conveniently 
located, offers free parking, 
and with 1,778 square feet of 
space, the food bank will be 
able to better serve clients 
who are dealing with food 
insecurity, as well as accept of 
donations of nonperishable 
food items. There will be tours 
of the facility and refreshments 
will be provided. Donations of 
nonperishable food items will 
be accepted after the ribbon 
cutting.

While the new site has been 
operational since the begin-

ning of April, the food bank 
board members and volunteers 
wanted to be situated in new 
space before hosting a formal 
ribbon cutting ceremony. The 
move was made possible by a 
grant from the John A. Powell 
Family Foundation of Naples, 
FL, which will allow the food 
bank to pay for the lease of the 
new space for five years, with 
an option to fund the lease for 
an additional five years.  While 
this move was in the works for 
several months, it was hastened 
by the Warminster Heights 
board, which voted to discon-
tinue the food bank’s use of 
their 75 Downey Drive space 
after 67 years. 

“While it was difficult 
to leave the Downey Drive 

continued on pg. 14

 ECI Comfort
Spring into 
comfort: Your 
AC maintenance 
checklist for a 
healthier home

As spring arrives in full bloom 
and the days get warmer, now 
is the ideal time to prepare 
your HVAC system for the 
season ahead. At ECI Comfort, 
we know that early spring 
maintenance not only improves 
comfort and air quality but also 
helps you avoid unexpected 
breakdowns when summer hits. 
Here’s your go-to checklist to 
freshen up your HVAC system 
and breathe easier all season 
long:
Clean or Replace Air Filters

Clogged or dirty filters 
restrict airflow and reduce your 
system’s efficiency. Replace 
disposable filters or gently rinse 
and dry reusable ones. This 
simple step helps trap dust, 
pollen, and other allergens—
keeping your indoor air cleaner 
and healthier.
Schedule a Professional 
Tune-Up

Spring is the best time to 
schedule your annual HVAC 
maintenance. Our certified 
technicians will inspect your 
system, check refrigerant levels, 
test components, and catch 
any small issues before they 
become costly repairs. Regular 
maintenance keeps your AC 
running efficiently and extends 
its life.
Reprogram Your Thermostat

Optimize energy use by 
setting temperatures higher 
when you’re away and cooler 
when you’re home. If you 
haven’t already, consider 
upgrading to a smart ther-
mostat for automated energy 
savings and comfort control 
from anywhere.
Boost Indoor Air Quality (IAQ)

Spring allergies are no joke—
so it’s a great time to enhance 
the air you breathe indoors. 
Invest in a high-quality air 
purifier or add indoor plants 
like Peace Lilies or Spider Plants 
that naturally clean the air. And 
don’t forget regular cleaning to 
reduce dust and allergens.

Ready to Breathe Easier and 
Stay Cool?

Call ECI Comfort today to 
schedule your spring HVAC 
maintenance & learn more 
about ways to improve your 
IAQ. Our team is here to help 

you enjoy a worry-free, ener-
gy-efficient cooling season.

 Call us at 267-227-0995 or 
visit www.ecicomfort.com-ac-

2025 to get started.
Happy Spring from all of us at 

ECI Comfort!

Residential & 
Commercial

Delivery & Pick-Up
SAME DAY DELIVERY

OPEN 7 DAYS

www.VictoryGardensInc.com

OPEN 7 DAYS

215-443-5665
1-800-TOP-SOIL

◆ Natural Triple 
Ground Mulch

◆ Red, Black & 
Brown Dyed 
Mulch

◆ Playground 
Mulch

◆ Screened 
Topsoil

◆ Soil Blends
◆ Stone

◆ ◆

Visit our 
website 
for our 

locations

DON’T BE AN ASH…
Clean Your Chimney!

NOW IS THE TIME TO SCHEDULE YOUR 
CHIMNEY INSPECTION & REPAIRS!

692 Knowles Avenue, Southampton, PA 18966
215-364-0881 • AmericanChimney.net

SCHEDULING 
FOR SPRING 
& SUMMER 
NOW

PUTTING
IT OFF!

• GAS LOGS INSTALLED
• WOOD STOVES & INSERTS
• PELLET STOVES
• FAMILY OWNED & OPERATED

FOR OVER 30 YEARS

STUCCO REPAIRS • BRICK POINTING
COMPLETE CHIMNEY RENOVATIONS

COMING SOON!COMING SOON!
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 Marrazzo’s NORTH RIVER Landscape
A custom design

Extending our living spaces to the Great 
Outdoors can oftentimes be challenging for 
the homeowner.

The homeowner may know just how he 
and his family would like to utilize the space 
but cannot bring the current experience 
into vision.

Ahhh, some homeowners say, “…I need a 
computer-generated drawing!”

But, where does the design come from?
The path on how a skilled designer devel-

ops a design is primary to the comput-
er-generated realization of the design.

Many elements together create an 
opinion of the space, especially how it is 
to be used, which is custom, and uniquely 
specific to the homeowner’s needs and 
wants.

A skilled designer will learn about the 
homeowner, learn about the family’s 

requirements for the space, and combined 
with acquired experience of materials and 
market availability, apply learned partic-
ulars keeping in mind the homeowner’s 
budget.

The skilled designer will capture all of 
this information to form an opinion about 
space for the best use to the homeowner.

A design perspective is created in the 
mind’s eye first! How will the designer bring 

continued on pg. 14

Central Bucks West High School Harlequin Club to stage 
Broadway version of Rodgers and Hammerstein’s “Cinderella” 

CB West’s award-win-
ning performing arts club 
is proud to present the 
new Broadway adaptation 
of Rodgers and Hammer-
stein’s “Cinderella”. This 
enchanting musical brings 
the beloved fairytale to 
life with humor, breath-
taking dancing, and a 
heartwarming message of 
hope and transformation. 
A story for dreamers of all 
ages, “Cinderella” reminds 
us that with courage and 
kindness, anything is 
possible—even a chance 
to change our destiny and 
find a little magic along 
the way.

“We’ve pulled out all 
the stops to honor this 
timeless love story and 
bring its magic to life in a 
truly spectacular way,” 
said director Claudine 
Piechotta. “By making it 
interactive, we’re invit-
ing the audience to step into 
the story themselves—allowing 
them to play a role in bringing 
this enchanting tale to life.”

Kids are encouraged to 
come in costume to partici-
pate in a Prince and Princess 

parade at intermission as 
well as participate in photo 
opportunities with Cinderella’s 
beautiful pumpkin carriage 
after the show.  There will be 
two evening performances at 
7 pm on May 2 and 3 and two 

matinee performances at 2 pm, 
on May 3 and 4.

“We are thrilled to show-
case the incredible talent and 
dedication of our student 
cast, crew, and orchestra with 
the entire community,” said 
director Claudine Piechotta. 
“This production is filled with 
heartwarming performances, 
stunning choreography, and 
captivating stage magic—offer-
ing something truly special for 
everyone to enjoy.”

For show tickets, visit our.
show/harlequincinderella.There 
are a few interactive seat tickets 
still available.  Make sure to 
look for them on the seat plan.

About the CB West Harle-
quin Club 

The Harlequin Club is Central 
Bucks West High School’s 
drama club. Fall productions 
may include a full-length play, 
one-act plays and/or a smaller 

ensemble musical. In the spring 
we produce a larger full ensem-
ble musical, typically with a 
pit orchestra.   In addition, we 
present a student-directed 
one-act showcase and a stu-
dent-directed cabaret as well as 
other community appearances 
and festivals throughout the 
year. The Harlequin Club Troupe 
2115 is an active member of 
the International Thespian 
Society . 

In 2022, the Harlequin Club 
won the Philadelphia Inde-
pendence Award for best High 
School Musical in the Philadel-
phia region for their production 
of ”Amélie.”  Also in 2022 and 
again in 2023, Harlequin Club 
students received the nomina-
tion to represent the Philadel-
phia region in the prestigious 
Jimmy Awards for High School 
Musical Theatre. 

Ella, Stepsisters and Madame. Ella and Topher (Cinderella and the Prince). photos by Joanna Nadia Photography

FARM • PET • LAWN • GARDEN
10 W. Rt 313

Dublin, PA 18917
215-249-3117
dublinagway.com

• FRUIT TREES & BERRIES
• PERENNIALS
• ANNUALS
• VEGETABLES & HERBS
• LAWN SEED & FERTILIZER
• ORGANICS
• PET FOODS & SUPPLIES
• FARM FEED & SUPPLIES

Celebrate Spring…CelebrateelebrateCelebrateC

FARM • PET • LAWN • GARDEN

Dublin, PA 18917
215-249-3117
dublinagway.comHours: M-Th 8-7, Fri 8-8, Sat 8-7, Sun 9-5

pringpring
AT DUBLIN AGWAY
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the perspective to life for 
the homeowner’s under-
standing?

The details are usually 
hand-sketched-to-scale 
first, then can be com-
puter-generated for a 2D 

vision. A 3D relief sculpture is 

rarely ever required.
The same space for five 

different homeowners will be 
different - and will be dictated 
by how that space is perceived 
and based upon each set of 
particulars.

Designers love to design! 

They work for you and want the 
best for you and your family as 
you step into the Great Out-
doors.

A skilled designer will create 
a uniquely custom environment 
for your personal space, no 
matter the size! Through collab-
oration with a skilled designer, 
even the smallest of spaces can 

be great, with the right design!
Marrazzo’s NORTH RIVER 

Landscape will create a unique 
custom design of your space.

For more information or to 
schedule an appointment, call 
us at 215-598-1412 or visit 
www.marrazzosnorthriver.com.

Warminster Food Bank will be cutting the ribbon on their new 
location at 495 E. County Line Road in Hatboro, Pa., on Thursday, 

May 1 at 10 am. The new site, situated in the Town & Country 
Shopping Center in Warminster Township, offers free parking, and 
is conveniently located for residents in the Warminster area. With 
1,778 square feet of space, Warminster Food Bank will be able to 

better serve clients who are dealing with food insecurity, as well as 
accept donations of nonperishable food items. photo courtesy of 

Warminster Food Bank

location, we needed a larger 
space to better serve our 
growing client base,” said Mike 
Cerino, Executive Director, 
Warminster Food Bank. 
“Thankfully, the grant from 
the John A. Powell Family 
Foundation was finalized at the 
right time and we were able to 
secure our new space.  We are 
confident that this new location 
will give us the opportunity to 
further our mission of providing 
services to meet the needs 
of those experiencing food 
insecurity in our community.”

This event is co-hosted by 
The Warminster Rotary Club 
which supports the Warmin-

ster Food Bank.  One of the 
missions of Rotary International 
is to address food insecurity on 
many levels, locally, regionally, 
nationally, and internationally 
by raising awareness and part-
nering with organizations who 
work tirelessly for the cause.

 About Warminster Food 
Bank

The Warminster Food Bank 
is a 501c3 organization that 
provides food to people in 
need in the Bucks and Mont-
gomery Counties.  Currently, 
more than 650 families receive 
food donated by individuals 
and businesses.  Donations and 
volunteers are always welcome.  
To learn more, visit  www.
warminsterfoodbank.org.

Food Bank
continued from pg. 10

Marrazzo’s
continued from pg. 13

Choosing the correct materials defines 
the final outcome—beautiful!

Quality Service at Reasonable Rates
Mark Werkheiser, B.S. Ornamental Horticulture

215-345-4289

“References Gladly Furnished”
I look forward to hearing from you - call now for a FREE estimate!

Landscape Design & Planting
Landscape Renovations

Landscape Design & Planting
ALL SEASONS LANDSCAPING

A Complete Job 
From Consultation to Cleanup

Quality Service at Reasonable Rates
I look forward to hearing from you - call now for a

Est. 1977

• Spring & Summer Cleanup
• Edging, Pruning, Mulching

• No Job Too Small



d
o

ylesto
w

n 
o

b
serv

er | A
PRIL 2025d

o
yl

es
to

w
n 

o
b

se
rv

er
 |

 A
PR

IL
 2

02
5

16	 www.OMGLocalLife.com  |  SIMPLY REAL NEWS 	 see all home & garden related news at www.OMGLocalLife.com |  HOME & GARDEN	 17

 Kenderdine’s
Heating Oil & HVAC
Breathe easy 
this spring: Don’t 
forget your AC 
filter during spring 
cleaning

As the days grow longer and 
signs of spring fill the air, like 
birds chirping, warm breezes, 
and blooming flowers, it’s the 
perfect time to refresh your 
space. While you’re tidying 
up and clearing out clutter, 
don’t overlook one of the most 
important and often forgotten 
parts of your home: your AC 
unit’s filter.

A clean filter is essential for 
maintaining good indoor air 
quality, especially during spring 
when allergens like pollen are 
at their peak. Depending on 
the type of filter your system 
uses, upkeep can be simple but 

impactful.
Know Your Filter Type
Throw-away filters should 

be replaced every month if you 
have pets or allergy concerns. 
Otherwise, swapping them out 
every three months will do the 
trick. Before installing a new 
filter, take a moment to clean 
the filter rack using a dust rag 
or vacuum.

Washable filters should be 
removed and cleaned every 
three months. After vacuuming 
the filter rack, rinse the filter 
thoroughly and let it dry com-
pletely before putting it back in 
place.

We know HVAC maintenance 
can feel like just another task 
on a long to-do list. That’s why 
Kenderdine’s Heating Oil & 
HVAC offers annual AC and heat 
pump cleanings and tune-ups 
so you can enjoy comfort and 
peace of mind all season long.

Ready to schedule 
your service? Give us a 
call at 215-968-2041 or 
visit us online at www.
kenderdines.com to learn 
more.

BCCC short fiction 
contest winners

 Olivia Beno, a senior at 
Pennsbury High School in Fair-
less Hills, has won first place 
in the annual Short Fiction 
Contest for High School Stu-
dents, officials at Bucks County 
Community College announced. 
Beno was awarded first place 
for her story “The Lake.” 

Sarah Lueck, a junior at 
Central Bucks High School West 
in Doylestown, won second 
place for “In the Bleak Midwin-
ter.” 

Sophia Ogden, a junior at 
Pennridge High School in Per-
kasie, took third place for “On 
the Corner of Turpin and This-
tledown.”

Dr. Cecile Kandl Anderson 
of the College’s School of Lan-
guage and Literature, which 
runs the contest, made the final 
selections. The winners will 
receive certificates and awards 
of $200, $100, and $50, respec-
tively.

Anderson noted that Beno’s 
story “The Lake” was “…rich in 
sensory detail, creating a sense 
of immediacy as the reader 
follows along with the narra-
tor’s journey.”

“Childhood fears juxtapose 
disappointment as the narrator 
worries about disappointing 
someone they love,” Anderson 
wrote of the first-prize entry. 
“In this compelling narrative 
we are treated to a series of 
events that lead to a memo-
rable conclusion. Indeed, the 
reader witnesses an emotional 
journey that is as compelling as 

continued on pg. 20

 Andrew’s Lawn Ranger
Turf Care: We are currently 

applying our second round of 
crabgrass control. This is crucial 
for pre/post emergent sup-
pression. This round includes 
broadleaf weed control, micro-
nutrients as well as a balanced 
slow-release fertilizer.

Flea, Tick and Mosquito 
Suppression: Warmer tempera-
tures are coming, bringing out 
all our springtime pests. We 
have begun our applications 
to suppress flea, ticks, and 
mosquitos, which is made by 
fogging the perimeter of the 
property as well as spraying 
nesting areas. Plant material 
around the house (patio, deck, 
pool, swing set wood lines if 
applicable) will also be treated.

Adult ticks are present now, 
laying eggs, and active any 
day when temperatures are 
above freezing. Eggs hatch in 
the spring. Larvae are present 

during late summer and 
nymphs during late spring and 
throughout the summer. Ticks 
“hang out” on the ends of 
branches and tall grass leaves. 
Any animal or human brushing 
up against the plant runs the 
risk of picking up a tick hitch-
hiker.

Being “bugged” by mosqui-
tos? Adult female mosquitoes 
lay eggs in anything holding 
water. Eggs survive drying out 
up to eight months. Mosquitoes 
only need a small amount of 
water to lay eggs. Any container 
storing water makes a great 
“nursery”. Eggs hatch after 
water (from rain or a sprin-
kler) covers the eggs. Larvae 
can be seen in the water. They 
are very active and are often 
called “wigglers”. They become 
pupae, which live in the water. 
An adult mosquito emerges 
from the pupae and flies away. 

The entire egg to adult cycle 
takes 7-10 days!

Enjoy your time outdoors. Let 
us treat your property so you 
won’t be chased back indoors.

Contact our office to set up a 

consultation at 215-968-8535 
or AndrewsLawnRanger@
aol.com. For more informa-
tion, visit our website at www.
andrewslawnranger.com.

30 Rogers Road, Furlong • herbelsner@msn.com

www.elsnerautorepair.comwww.elsnerautorepair.com
State Inspections & Emissions

Convenient Hours: 
Monday - Friday 8 to 5

TOWING & AUTO REPAIR

F U R L O N G  /  D O Y L E S T O W N

PROUD SPONSOR:

TOWING 
AVAILABLE

To a�  the mom�  out there To a�  the mom�  out there ... ... 
we wish you safe travels and we wish you safe travels and 

a Happy Motherʼs Day!a Happy Motherʼs Day!

FREE
WiFi & TV 

while you wait!
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 American Chimney
Spring 
cleaning: 
Make sure to 
include your 
chimney!

There are many benefits to 
tackling a top-to-bottom house-
cleaning project, but what 
good does it do to clean the 
entire house and fail to get the 
chimney and fireplace cleaned?

As a major focal point in 
any room, a fireplace can be a 

pleasure in any season, 
or it can be an eyesore.

Just in case you’ve 
never been sold on the 
idea of spring cleaning, 
consider this: Life can 
feel less stressful when 
your home environ-
ment is clean and 
clutter-free. Feeling 
less stress can mean 
better health.

Anytime you use your 
fireplace, some amount of 
creosote is deposited in your 

chimney flue.
When it gets hot outside, 

particularly if moisture has 
made its way into your 

chimney, the deposits 
in the liner can emit a 
sour odor, which makes 
its way into your home’s 
interior. Your home will 
smell fresher when you 
have a clean fireplace 
and chimney.

There could be 
damage to your chimney 
or flue liner. All moisture 

damage should be repaired 
quickly and efficiently, to cut 
down on the cost of repairs and 
the extent of resulting deteri-
oration.

The National Fire Protection 
Association (NFPA) recom-
mends an annual cleaning of 
your chimney.

By scheduling your chimney 
cleaning and inspection in 
warm seasons, you beat the 
typical fall and winter rush.

When you hire American 
Chimney, you will have a 
licensed, reputable chimney 
sweep to clean your chimney 
and fireplace.

Include your chimney as part 
of your spring cleaning and 
book your chimney inspection 
and cleaning today! Call us at 
215-364-0881 or visit www.
americanchimney.net.

 Joe McIlvaine Tree & Lawn
The spring season is a crucial 

time for rejuvenation and growth. 
As an arborist I am excited to share 
some essential spring tree care tips 
to ensure the health and vitality of 
your landscape.

Pruning with Precision: Begin 
the season by inspecting your trees 
for dead or damaged branches. 
Pruning during spring promotes 
healthy growth and enhances the 
tree’s overall structure. However, it 
is essential to prune with preci-
sion, as improper cuts can lead to 
disease or pest infestations.

Mulching Matters: Applying a 
layer of organic mulch around the 
base of your trees helps retain 
moisture, suppress weeds, and regulate soil 
temperature. Be sure to keep the mulch 
away from the trunk to prevent rot and 
promote aeration. A well-mulched tree is 
better equipped to withstand the chal-
lenges of the upcoming summer months.

Fertilize Thoughtfully: Assess your trees’ 
nutritional needs and consider a balanced 

fertilizer to provide essential nutrients. 
Spring is an opportune time to replenish 
soil fertility, supporting robust growth 
and development. Consulting with a local 
arborist can help determine the specific 
requirements for your tree species.

Check for Pests and Diseases: Inspect 
your trees for any signs of infestation, such 

as unusual spots on leaves 
or the presence of pests. 
Timely intervention can 
prevent the spread of dis-
eases and protect the overall 
health of your trees.

Water Wisely: Adequate 
hydration is crucial for trees during 
the growing season. Monitor soil 
moisture levels and water accord-
ingly, especially during dry spells. 
Proper watering ensures that 
your trees can absorb nutrients 
efficiently and thrive in the spring 
sunshine.

These spring tree care tips can 
contribute to the well-being and 
longevity of your trees. A healthy 

tree canopy enhances the beauty of your 
surroundings while offering numerous 
environmental benefits for generations to 
come.

If you have any concerns or would like a 
quote for tree and landscape maintenance 
call 215-322-8394 or visit us online at 
mcilvainetree.com. 

Be sure to use proper mulching techniques  
to keep your trees healthy.

215-702-3405
www.OMGLocalLife.com

Call O’Rourke Media Group 
for Advertising Information

Published: May 27
Deadline: week of May 12

C O M I N G  N E X T  M O N T H

Spring Home 
& Garden 3

Scan for 
FREE 

assessment
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of shaved ice while on vaca-
tion. It was an easy choice for 
dessert because gluten and 
dairy-containing foods make 
Everette sick. Once back home 
in Ellwood City, they researched 
ice-shaving machines and fla-
vorings. They opened Ellwood 
Ice in early 2023 and have since 
expanded the shop to accom-
modate indoor seating and 
private party space.

“We have 30 flavors,” says 
Everette. “And we have all 
different kinds of ice cream 
and toppings. My favorite 
kind of ice cream is the dairy-
free vanilla.” At the shop, he 
restocks supplies and takes 
orders and payments. The 
whole Wilson family plays a 
part in the shop.

PA Cyber held a field trip at 
Ellwood Ice in 2023 where Ever-
ette showed fellow students the 
process of making icy treats and 
talked about owning a business. 
Everyone got their own treat, 

and many chose the flavor of 
the day, “The Archie,” named 
after PA Cyber’s owl mascot.

Everette enrolled at PA Cyber 
amid the pandemic, but stayed 
because he enjoyed the flexibil-
ity of taking classes from home. 
“Our schedule has a million 
things in a week,” he says. “We 
go somewhere every day.” He 
belongs to Cub Scouts and plays 

soccer and piano. As a gifted 
student, he is able to accelerate 
his learning. He aims to be an 
engineer when he is older.

“We’re really proud of him, 
and we’re glad that we have the 
option to do school a lil’ differ-
ently,” says Lauren.

Learn more about personal-
izing your child’s education at 
pacyber.org.

 Helping Hands Family

Local Doylestown Autism Ser-
vices provider, Helping Hands 
Family (HHF), provides Applied 
Behavior Analysis (ABA) therapy 
to children diagnosed with 
autism, focusing on individ-

ualized treatment and mea-
surable outcomes. HHF offers 
center-based programs for 
children ages 18 months and 
up, with most availability for 18 
months to 5 years old during 

it is profound.”
Lueck’s story “In the Bleak 

Midwinter” follows a protag-
onist caught in a blizzard, who 
struggles with a lack of self-
worth even as he tries to save 
his life. “His salvation, and his 
ability to connect with others, 
comes from an unexpected 

source,” Anderson noted. 
“Well-crafted details create an 
experience wherein the reader 
feels like they, too, are trapped 
in the snow. Rich imagery and 
memorable characterization 
demonstrate the author’s 
ability to spin a tale that is cer-
tainly worthy of recognition.” 

Ogden’s story “On the Corner 
of Turpin and Thistledown” is 
about a magical building that 
a woman returns to through-
out her life. “We see how 
beautifully elevated language, 
which recalls Austen, addresses 
the reader rather formally,” 
Anderson noted. “The author 
demonstrates a deft ability to 
move the character throughout 
her life, from young woman-
hood, to newlywed, to mother, 
to widow. Additionally, the 
story brilliantly considers how 
a neighborhood evolves over a 
generation — or more.”

Bucks County Community 
College’s School of Language 
and Literature runs two short 
fiction contests each spring: 
one for high school students, 
and one for Bucks County 
residents 18 and older. For 
more information, contact the 
contest coordinator Professor 
Elizabeth Luciano at Elizabeth.
Luciano@bucks.edu.

Short fiction
continued from pg. 16 At Helping Hands Family, play goes beyond fun—it’s a vital part 

of how children with autism learn, develop, and gain real-life skills 
through ABA therapy

the daytime.
HHF’s programs are all 

created by Board Certified 
Behavior Analysts (BCBAs) and 
supported by trained Regis-
tered Behavior Technicians 
(RBTs). Each child receives a 
unique treatment plan target-
ing skill development in com-
munication, social interaction, 
and daily living. Progress is 
monitored through data-driven 
methods and regular caregiver 
collaboration.

In addition to direct therapy, 
HHF provides caregiver training 
and support to help families 
reinforce goals outside of 

therapy sessions. Services are 
designed to meet the needs of 
both children and families.

Helping Hands Family is 
in-network with all commercial 
insurance providers and works 
closely with families throughout 
the intake process to simplify 
access to services.

For more information on 
services, contact Jenn Conway, 
Family Liaison, at jennifer@
hhfamily.com or call (484) 755-
3748.

Also visit www.hhfamily.com 
to learn more about other loca-
tions and services.

 PA Cyber Charter School

Everette's goal for Ellwood Ice is to "make people happy."

SCORE Bucks 
County mentors 
support small 
business 
community
National Volunteer 
Month: SCORE gives 
back and makes a 
difference.

This National Volunteer 
Month, SCORE Bucks County is 
proud to announce the positive 
impact of its volunteers, who 
donate their time and expertise 
to help entrepreneurs start and 
grow small businesses, guide 
them in achieving new levels of 
success, and ultimately creating 
jobs and strengthening the local 
economy.

In fiscal year 2024, SCORE 
Bucks County volunteers helped 
950 entrepreneurs, providing 
them with 2,789 mentoring 
sessions.

“SCORE is the most effective 
source of small business men-
toring in the U.S.,” said Charlie 
Morris, SCORE Bucks County 
co-chair. “We are proud to be 

Elementary 
student inspires 
family to start fla-
vored ice business

“He’s the brains and inspira-
tion, and we’re the grownups 
who have to do all the stuff,” 
Lauren laughs while speaking of 
her son Everette who attends 
PA Cyber.

A few summers ago, the 
Wilson family test-tasted a lot 

continued on pg. 22www.varcoethomasfuneralhome.com

Jason “Oz” Oszczakiewicz 
~ Owner/Supervisor

215-348-8930

State of the art 
Crematory now on site

Cremation 
Should Not Be 

Outsourced

344 North Main Street • Doylestown, PA 18901

Most funeral homes use 
a third-party contract 

crematory. Varcoe-
Thomas assures every 
step of care for your 

loved one is managed 
within our private 

facility. If you choose 
cremation, let our family 

care for your family.

Crematory now on site

Serving Families with Compassion,
Respect & Professionalism Since 1879
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making a positive difference 
right here in our local commu-
nity.”

SCORE data shows that 
entrepreneurs who receive 
three or more hours of mentor-
ing report higher revenues and 
increased business growth. In 
addition, SCORE Bucks County 
offers a wealth of resources to 

guide entrepreneurs in every 
phase of their small business 
journey.

“We are grateful to the more 
than 10,000 SCORE volunteers 
nationwide who selflessly ded-
icate their time and business 
expertise to help entrepreneurs 
achieve their dreams,” said 
SCORE CEO Bridget Weston.

Held in April every year, 
National Volunteer Month 
recognizes the contributions of 
volunteers and is an opportu-
nity to join the impact of vol-
unteerism and encourage more 
people to get involved in their 
communities.

Visit www.score.org to learn 
more about local volunteer 
opportunities or to request a 
mentor for your small business.

 Bucks County Community College’s Kids on Campus

SCORE mentor meets 
with a client.

Summer camp 
program

Bucks County Commu-
nity College offers excit-
ing, hands-on specialized 

Kids on Campus summer camp 
experiences with new options 
available each week. Campers 
can pick which camp suits their 
interest and with a flexible 
weekly schedule, parents and 
guardians can select the camp 
session that best fits their 
summer plans. Camp offerings 
include arts and crafts, science 
and STEAM, theatre, sports, 
and more—each led by certi-
fied teachers or highly skilled 
professionals in their respective 
fields.

Kids on Campus runs from 
June 16 to August 8, 2025, with 
camps held Monday through 
Friday, from 9 am to 3:30 pm. 
Please note that there is no 
camp on June 19 and July 4. 
To view the full camp sched-

ule and additional details, visit 
bucks.edu/kidsoncampus.

Campers need to bring a 
bagged lunch daily, along with 
extra water, hat, and sunscreen 
for self-application. If rain is 
in the forecast, please have 
campers bring appropriate rain 
gear.

Enrollment is limited, and 
registration remains open until 
each camp reaches capacity. 
Sign up online at bucks.edu/kid-
soncampus or call 215-968-8409 
to secure a spot.

SCORE
continued from pg. 21

 Kona Compost
Meet Kona Compost, your local woman-owned compost 

pick-up service providing Bucks County residents, businesses, 
offices and schools an easy way to keep their food scraps out 
of the landfill.

Kona Compost was founded by Heather Guidice in 2019 
with a mission to make composting easy, accessible and fun all 
while giving back to our planet and keeping our environment 
healthy.

Kona Compost collects food scraps which are then turned 
into compost and returned back to customers to use in their 
own gardens or they can elect to donate their compost share 
to a community garden instead. 

Why should you compost? The answer is quite simple, food 
waste doesn’t belong in the landfill It’s a resource that can be 
turned into a nutrient dense amendment for gardens helping 
to build soil and reduce the need to use fertilizer. When food 
waste is thrown out, it does not break down and instead 
creates the greenhouse gas, methane, which is harmful to the 
environment. 

Rooted in community, Kona Compost helps reduce your 
carbon footprint and creates a sustainable future one bucket 
of food scraps at a time.

Join the hundreds of households on the journey to a 
greener future by signing up to begin composting. It’s easy, 
convenient and supports a local business. If you’re a business 
in the area, office or school, composting is a valuable way to lead 
the charge on sustainability.

Visit www.konacompost.com to get started, follow along on 
Facebook and Instagram @konacompost, or visit us in person at 
one of the upcoming Wrightstown, Yardley, or Perkasie Farmer’s

Markets this season.

 Heather Guidice
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 Doylestown Sunoco
The importance of 
getting a tune-up 
for your car

For everyone back on the 
road, it’s essential to get a 
tune-up for your car, which 
usually entails changing spark 
plugs and air filters. These tune-
ups give your vehicle better gas 
mileage, keeping more money 
in your wallet!

There are many other 
benefits to a tune-up for your 
car as spring weather comes 

around. It helps ensure your car 
will start more easily after the 
winter months. The change in 
season affects more than your 
mood - it affects your vehicle 
too. You can give your four 
wheels more power and keep 
that idle smooth by getting the 
necessary tune-up to maintain 
your motor’s purr.  

One common cause of a 
check engine light is misfire 
codes from spark plugs wearing 
out. You can easily avoid this 
and keep your check engine 
light off. 

Whether or not you believe 
a tune-up is necessary, it’s an 
important procedure to keep 
your car running. 

Check your vehicle’s owner 
manual to see when a tune-up 
is suggested for your particular 
make and model. 

Keep your car running 
smoothly and get better gas 
mileage, more power and 

easier starts with the proper 
tune-up!

Doylestown Sunoco is now 
offering a 10% off special on 
tune-ups so call 215-345-7676 
and schedule your appointment 
today. Doylestown Sunoco is 
located at 610 N. Main Street in 
Doylestown. They offer pick-up 
and drop-off services for your 
convenience.

Master Gardener plant sale 
set for May 3, rain or shine

Penn State Master Gardeners 
of Bucks County will hold its 
annual plant sale on Saturday, 
May 3, from 9 am to 1 pm at 
the Middletown Grange Fair-
grounds located at 576 Penns 
Park Rd. in Newtown.

This highly anticipated sale 
will include donated plants 
from Master Gardeners, 
unusual perennials, annuals, 
vegetables and herbs, pollina-
tor and butterfly plants, native 

continued on pg. 27

continued on pg. 27

2024 plant sale.
photo courtesy of Kathleen Kimbel,  

Penn State Master Gardener, Bucks County

“We have a table where you 
buy raffle tickets and drop them 
into jars next to the items you 
hope to win. It’s a great way 
to raise money, and all of that 
goes straight to the library.”

The spring craft fair passport 
was a standout feature, encour-
aging guests to visit every 
booth. Attendees received 
a passport upon entry and 
collected unique stamps from 
each vendor. “Once they get all 
the stamps, they can turn it in 
for three extra raffle tickets,” 
said Richardson. “It’s a fun way 
to engage visitors while helping 
the vendors make connections 
and sales.”

Donna Tobin, also a co-chair 
of the event, emphasized the 
group’s commitment to making 
the library a welcoming and 
enriching place for the whole 
community. “Chair yoga is very 
popular, so much so that we’ve 
added a second Friday morning 
session,” she noted. “It’s free 
for everyone, members or not. 
All of our programs are free to 
the community.”

The fair itself was fully volun-
teer-powered. From the baked 
goods, made by members, to 
raffle coordination and vendor 
support, no one received 

payment. “Everyone in Friends 
of the Library is here because 
they are interested in keeping 
the library alive and helping the 
community,” Richardson added.

The church venue proved to 
be a good fit, with accessible 
parking and a supportive staff. 
“The church staff has been 
really great,” said Richardson. 
“They are forward-thinking in 
promoting nonprofits.”

With a strong turnout two 
consecutive years, this event 
appears to be growing into a 
community tradition. “We are 
hoping this will be an annual 
event,” Richardson said. “We’re 
getting good vibes back from 
the vendors, and I think this is a 
win for next year.”

For those looking to get 
involved or learn more, the 
Friends of the Doylestown 

Library continue to welcome 
new members, volunteers, and 
supporters. Their impact may 
be quiet, but it’s powerful, as 
seen in every program, every 
soundproof booth, and every 
story read at the library.

Learn more about the Friends 
of the Doylestown Library at 
www.friendsofdtownlibrary.
org/.

Libray fair
continued from pg. 2

Volunteer-Run WDVR Radio Station expands with new frequency
The station, which can be 

heard in PA and N.J., will kick off 
a fundraising drive on May 5.

In conjunction with its 35 th 
anniversary on the air, WDVR 
community public radio station 
is expanding its listener base 
with the addition of a new 
frequency.WPNJ-FM 90.7 in 
Harmony Township, N.J. has 
gone live, serving to “improve 
and increase our on-air signal 
reach in southern and central 
Warren County, New Jersey and 
also in the eastern Pennsylvania 

communities along the river,” 
according to WDVR board 
member Chris Poh, who hosts 
two music programs.

Since its founding in February 
1990, WDVR has offered a cor-
nucopia of sound ranging from 
programs on musical theater, 
community centered talk, 
gardening, technology and any 
and all other engaging topics 
along with bluegrass, indie, alt 
country, rock, Celtic, big band, 
doo wop and blues tunes.

The vast array of offerings 

stems from the station being 
run by more than 50 volunteer 
DJs, who base their shows on 
their own personal interests, 
offering an eclectic collection 
of podcast-style interview 
programs, discussions and, of 
course, music. 

The station broadcasts 
throughout Hunterdon, Mercer, 
Somerset and Warren coun-
ties in New Jersey; and Bucks, 
Montgomery, Northampton 
and Lehigh counties in Penn-
sylvania and streaming globally 

via WDVRFM.org and many 
popular radio apps.

WPNJ-FM 90.7 will replace 
90.5 WPNJ in Easton, PA.

“We’re moving that station 
to a mountaintop in Warren 
County, New Jersey,” Poh 
said, adding that between 
the new station and existing 
W294BQ-FM 106.7, the station 
will continue to “blanket” 
Easton. “We have good listener-
ship in Easton.”

Having grown from the 
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SSAAM announces Juneteenth 2025: Stories of Freedom

The Stoutsburg Sourland 
African American Museum 
(SSAAM), Central New Jersey’s 
only museum sharing the 
history of African Americans in 
our region since the trans-At-
lantic Slave trade, will hold 
its fourth annual Juneteenth 
celebration on Saturday, June 
21, from 12 pm to 4 pm (rain or 
shine).
Event Highlights:
•	 Location: National Historic 

Register-listed Mt. Zion AME 
Church and historic Rea-
soner/True House in Skill-
man, NJ

•	 Features: Live music, spoken 
word and theatrical perfor-

mances, drum circle, local 
artisans, storytelling work-
shops and museum activities 
for all ages, and delicious 
cuisine

Featured Performances, Activi-
ties, and Exhibitions:
•	 The SSAAM Heritage Singers 

and Band
•	 Keith Spencer, Vocalist & 

Storyteller
•	 Luna Stage’s The Ground On 

Which We Stand Theatrical 
Performance

•	 Mr. Boom Boom: Drum Circle 
for All Ages

•	 Beverly Mills & Elaine Buck, 
Authors & SSAAM Founders

•	 Featured Exhibition: “The 

Head that Wears 
the Crown” 
– Explore the 
past, present, 
and future of 
African American 
women’s head-
wear. Featuring 
selections from 
SSAAM’s museum 
collection and 
photo portraits 
of community 
members across 
generations mod-
eling early- to 
late-20th century 
church hats.

•	 Guided tours of Mt. Zion 
AME Church and SSAAM’s 
Heritage Garden

•	 Plus …
▪ Spoken Word Performances
▪ Read-Aloud Story Corner
▪ Museum Scavenger Hunts
▪ Launch of SSAAM’s Little 

Free Library of Banned Books
▪ “Story Booth” to record 

memories and reflections
▪ And more!
Join the Stoutsburg Sourland 

African American Museum for 
a day steeped in history and 
community connection. Our 

family-friendly Juneteenth cel-
ebration invites visitors to feel 
the full range of emotions in 
our liberation stories, from jubi-
lation to sorrow, from defiance 
to hope. Freedom has always 
been hard won. We invite you 
to answer its call with us.

SSAAM creates community 
programming to educate and 
inspire. Our event ticket prices, 
inclusive of food, reflect our 
commitment to accessibility. If 
you have the capacity to make 
an additional donation, or if 
you work for an employer who 
may be interested in sponsor-
ing our event, we welcome 
your generous support! At 
a moment when our federal 
funding opportunities are in 
jeopardy, we rely on the con-
tinued investment of our local 
community.

Thank you to our event 
sponsor, the Princeton Univer-
sity Art Museum, for making 
this event possible.

For more information about 
SSAAM’s Juneteenth cele-
bration and to book tickets, 
donate, sponsor, or volunteer, 
please visit www.ssaamuseum.
org/juneteenth-2025.

Bucks County Guild of Craftsmen’s Inaugural 
Showcase: A celebration of art and craftsmanship
by June Portnoy

The Bucks County Guild of 
Craftsmen recently hosted its 
first  Members’ Showcase, a 
remarkable exhibition that 
brought together artisans and 
art enthusiasts. Held at the 
AOY Art Center in Yardley from 
March 28 to March 30, the 
event highlighted the excep-
tional talents of local craftsmen 
and provided a space for the 
community to appreciate and 
acquire original works of art.

Basia Andrusko, Bucks 
County Guild’s Director at 
Large and Show Coordina-
tor of this recent showcase, 
described the showcase that 
featured an impressive variety 
of handmade works, includ-
ing pottery, jewelry, furniture, 
woodwork, glass art, pysanky 
(Ukrainian eggs), textiles, and 
paintings. “We had a nice mix 
of items on display,” Andrusko 
said. “We had pottery, wood, 
and furniture. One of our 
members makes rocking chairs, 
some sculptural pieces. I 
write Pysanky Ukrainian eggs. 
We have five or six jewelers 
who work in different media. 
We had one woman who 
does sculptural wood, which 
was amazing. We had some 
watercolor paintings. We had 
someone who does inkwork. 
So, we had quite a variety of 
works on display.”

The event kicked off with an 
opening reception on March 
28, where guests had the 
opportunity to meet the artists 
and enjoy light refreshments 
in a relaxed, informal setting. 

“On Friday, we had some snacks 
and the opportunity to meet 
the artists. Most of the artists 
were present on Friday night, 
so people really enjoyed being 
able to speak to these artisans,” 
said Andrusko.

The showcase was not juried, 
allowing members to freely 
select the pieces they wished to 
present. A total of 25 members 
participated, each permitted 
to submit up to five pieces 
of work. Of the 120 pieces 
displayed, around 20 were not 

for sale, giving some artists the 
opportunity to exhibit cher-
ished works without parting 
with them. “As one artist said, ‘I 
was able to put out my favorite 
pieces knowing I wouldn’t have 
to part with them,’” Andrusko 
shared. The sales from the 
event were spread across mul-
tiple artists, further affirming 
the diversity and appeal of the 
works presented.

The event attracted approx-
imately 100 visitors over the 

continued on pg. 29

Celeste Thompson displays her millinery at the showcase.
photo by Mimi Black

plants, houseplants, shade 
plants, deer-resistant plants, 
container plants, and a beauti-
ful selection of hanging baskets 
for Mother’s Day.

Penn State Extension Master 
Gardeners develop their hor-
ticultural expertise through 
participation in educational 
training classes. In exchange 
for their training, Master Gar-
deners serve as volunteers for 
extension horticulture pro-
grams, including teaching, com-
munity demonstration gardens, 
and answering questions on 
county garden hotlines.

More than 80 knowledgeable 
Master Gardeners will be on 
hand during the sale to answer 
your home gardening ques-
tions.

Your plant sale purchases will 
support community outreach, 
local demonstration gardens, 
and gardening education.

Please note: No dogs are 
allowed. This event will be held 
rain or shine. Shoppers are 
encouraged to bring wagons or 
carts for easy carrying. The sale 
will accept cash, checks, and 
credit cards. For more informa-
tion, call 267-483-2020.

Plant sale
continued from pg. 24

original 500-watt standalone 
terrestrial station to an opera-
tion that now includes internet 
broadcasting along with several 
satellite-FM transmitters in 
both New jersey and Penn-
sylvania, the costs to run the 
community-funded station and 
off-site infrastructure have con-
tinued to spiral. 

In response, WDVR is kicking 
off a fundraising drive on May 
5, which will continue through 
May 18. Sometime following 
the drive, two open houses are 
planned to allow community 
members to tour the station 

and pick up swag in exchange 
for their donations. The open 
houses are tentatively planned 
for late spring or early summer, 
Poh said. 

The goal is to continue to grow 
the Sergeantsville, N.J.-based 
station through listener support. 
“We are thankful for the commu-
nity’s support throughout our 35 
years on the air,” said Carla Van 
Dyk, WDVR’s station manager. 
“We hope to continue to grow 
our base of listeners and meet 
new friends during our upcoming 
open houses.”

To learn more or contribute 
to WDVR’s fundraising drive, 
please visit: https://wdvrfm.
org/donate-2025

WDVR
continued from pg. 25
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three days, with Friday night 
drawing the largest crowd.

“We got such positive feed-
back from members and guests 
that we are hoping to repeat it 
and make it an annual show,” 
Andrusko noted.

The Bucks County Guild of 
Craftsmen is a chapter of the 
Pennsylvania Guild of Crafts-
men, dedicated to fostering 
an appreciation for fine crafts 
and supporting artisans in their 
creative pursuits. The guild pro-
vides members with opportu-
nities for professional growth, 
mentorship, and the exchange 
of ideas through meetings, pro-

grams, and exhibitions.
Currently, the Bucks County 

chapter has 84 members, 
including artisans from Bucks 
County, Montgomery County, 
and even neighboring New 
Jersey. The guild encom-
passes a broad range of crafts, 
from functional pottery and 
stained-glass picture frames to 
sculptural art pieces. “Our Guild 
tends to be more fine craft-ori-
ented,” Andrusko noted. 
“What determines a craftsman 
from an artist is all subjective 
interpretation. There is a lot of 
crossover.”

The guild holds monthly 
meetings, typically featur-

continued on pg. 37

 Max’s Electric Bikes

Join the e-bike revolution at Max’s!
At Max’s, we get excited 

about the constant evolution of 
e-bike innovation and design. 
We eagerly await the news 
coming from our manufacturer 

partners about the newest 
models and latest technologies. 
Just one of the newest offerings 
from our partner Velotric® is 
quickly becoming a shop favor-

Guild of Craftsmen
continued from pg. 27

Bucks County Community College hires new vice president 
for advancement & alumni relations

Bucks County Community 
College (BCCC) officials are 
pleased to announce that 
Karen O’Donnell has joined the 
College as Vice President for 
Advancement & Alumni Rela-
tions and Executive Director of 
the BCCC Foundation.

In this role, O’Donnell will be 
responsible for advancing the 
mission of Bucks County Com-
munity College through increas-
ing philanthropic support from 
alumni, philanthropists, donors, 
foundations, workforce part-
ners, and friends of the College 
throughout Bucks County and 
beyond. She will lead a team 
of advancement profession-
als and facilitate the work of 
dedicated volunteers on the 
Alumni Council and the BCCC 
Foundation board who, working 
together, engage friends and 

supporters of the College in 
support of the institutional 
mission of providing affordable 
high-quality education to resi-
dents from every community of 
Bucks County.

BCCC President & CEO Patrick 
M. Jones said, “Karen’s exper-
tise in fundraising, corporate 
and foundation relations, 
leadership, and team building 
is impressive. I am confident 
she will help to position the 
College for long-term success 
by working closely with the 
leadership team and the deans 
in fulfilling our strategic plan.”

“I am thrilled and deeply 
grateful to be joining Bucks 
County Community College,” 
said O’Donnell. “This oppor-
tunity brings me back home 
to Bucks County, where I am 
honored to serve my neighbors 

and friends in a respected 
institution dedicated to excel-
lence and community impact. I 
look forward to advancing the 
mission of BCCC and helping to 
shape a bright future for our 
students and the region.”

O’Donnell is a lifelong resi-
dent of Bucks County and has 
served in advancement roles 
in several institutions including 
Conwell-Egan High School, 
St. Mary Medical Center, The 
College of New Jersey, and 
most recently, Rosemont 
College. She is a Certified Fund 
Raising Executive (CFRE) and 
a Conwell-Egan Catholic High 
School Wall of Fame inductee.

O’Donnell has a master’s 
degree in arts administration 
from Drexel University and a 
bachelor’s degree in studio art 
from The Catholic University of 

America. 
For more information about 

Bucks County Community 
College, visit bucks.edu.

Karen O’Donnell is the new Vice 
President for Advancement & 

Alumni Relations, Executive Direc-
tor of the Foundation at Bucks 

County Community College.

ite, the all-new Breeze 1.
The Breeze 1 is the light-

weight, high-performance 
e-bike we’ve all been waiting 
for. At just 48 lbs, this is the bike 
for riders concerned about their 
ability to lift or easily maneu-
ver the bike while riding. This 
is the lightest full-sized cruiser/
commuter bike we sell, but it 
is not short on power. Even the 
steepest hills will easily roll by 
as the whisper quiet 750-watt 
motor takes you up to 70 miles 
on a single charge. The frame 
geometry, comfortable seat, 
adjustable stem, and swept 
back handlebars put you in a 
relaxed, upright riding position 
so the many miles ridden will 
be a pleasure.

To make riding even more 
easy and fun, Velotric® included 
their SensorSwap™ technology 
which allows the rider to switch 
from Torque sensor to Cadence 
on the fly. The Torque mode 
gives a precise, intuitive pedal-

ing experience while Cadence 
mode provides a more relaxed, 
easy pedaling cruise. Switch 
back and forth as the road or 
your mood dictates.

This is just one of the new 
e-bikes we have in our shop 
today. Whether it’s a light-
weight commuter like the 
Breeze 1; a sleek redesign of 
Aventon’s Level series, the Level 
3; Mokwheel’s powerhouse 
1,000 watt motor Obsidian now 
in a step through model; or the 
Segway Xyber, a cutting-edge 
design that redefines what an 
e-bike can be, Max’s has what-
ever you are looking for in a 
new ride.

So come on down to Max’s 
and test out your new ride! 
Max’s Electric Bikes is located 
in Barnaby’s Plaza at 707 N. 
Easton Road in Doylestown. 
Call 215-817-7330 or visit 
maxselectricbikes.com for more 
information.

5484 Haring Road • Doylestown, PA
Mon. - Fri. 7:00 am - 5:30 pm  •  Sat. 7:00 am - 3:00 pm

PERSONALIZED SERVICE 

QUALITY MEATS

Haring Brothers

place your 
order today

Which would “Mom” want 
for Motherʼs Day?

Filet, Rib Roast, Rump Roast, Smoked 
Hams with bone or boneless, Spiral-
cut Hams, Rack of Lamb, Leg of Lamb, 
Lamb Chops, Veal Chops, Fresh Turkeys, 
Ducks, Geese, Chicken, Shrimp, 
Lobster Tail, Etc.

COUNTRY BUTCHER SHOPCOUNTRY BUTCHER SHOP

(215) 766-8330(215) 766-8330

TIME TO

QUALITY MEATS

TIME TOTIME TOTIME TOTIME TOTIME TOTIME TO

Celebrate M� !

ONE-STOP AUTO REPAIR SHOP

STATE INSPECTION / 
STATE EMISSIONS TEST

Plus tax, $11 sticker fee, $3.00 mci charge. 1996 & newer models. 
Not valid with any other discounts. Shop supplies additional. Most vehicles. Exp. 5/31/25.

$2999

FULL SYNTHETIC OIL CHANGE
$4995

Reg. $59.95

INCLUDES: 20 point check, check tires, 
brakes, suspension, fluids, belts.

+$2 disposal fee. Most cars. Up to 5 qts oil. Shop supplies add’l, up to $5 
oil filter. Not valid with any other discounts. Most vehicles. Exp. 5/31/25.

610 N. Main Street
215-345-7676

www.dtownsunoco.com

GET A BREAK ON BRAKES
$75 OFF per axle

INCLUDES: Premium Brake 
Pads and 2 New Rotors

Not Valid with any other offer or discounts. 
Shop supplies additional. Expires 5/31/25.

Instant $150 OFF New Brakes

DOYLESTOWNDOYLESTOWN  
SUNOCOSUNOCO
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Pearl S. Buck International partners with child houses 
to help orphans in Syria

Pearl S. Buck International has partnered with the non-profit 
organization Child Houses to help provide diapers and formula to 
orphaned children in Syria.

Pearl S. Buck International, located in Hilltown, Bucks County, 
was founded over 60 years ago by Nobel and Pulitzer Prize-winning 
writer, humanitarian, and advocate Pearl S. Buck. Today, the organi-
zation continues Ms. Buck’s legacy through educational tours of her 
former home, the Pearl S. Buck House National Historic Landmark 
Museum; through providing cross-cultural programming locally; 
and through international humanitarian aid to children, families, 
and communities across Asia and in Africa. The close alignment of 
Pearl S. Buck International’s international humanitarian aid work 
and mission with that of Child Houses led to the formation of this 
life-changing partnership.

Founded in 2019, Child Houses is a community-based organiza-
tion that supports children who have been orphaned or separated 
from their families by war in places like Syria. Its mission is to 
ensure that these children don’t grow up alone or confined to insti-
tutions, but within loving families where they can heal and thrive. 
Since its founding, Child Houses has reunited thousands of children 
with their families, placed over 100 newborns into foster homes, 
and is helping lead the national shift in Syria from raising children 
in orphanages to raising them in families.

Across Syria, years of war have left families in deep poverty and 
distress. Many parents—struggling with trauma, displacement, 
and the inability to meet their children’s basic needs—face the 
unimaginable decision to give them up. As a result, the number of 
abandoned and unaccompanied children continues to rise, espe-
cially among newborns.

To meet this urgent need, Child Houses operates a transitional 
shelter for infants and young children who have been abandoned, 
are unaccompanied, or have been separated from their families. 
At the shelter, children receive immediate care, including proper 
nutrition, medical support, and a nurturing environment, while 
social workers work to reunite them with extended family or find a 

loving foster home.
Each month, the shelter hosts 10 to 15 children, most of them 

babies. Some arrive just hours after birth, in fragile, life-threaten-
ing conditions. They typically remain in the shelter for at least three 
months—until they are healthy, stable, and ready for long-term family 
care. During this critical period, baby formula, diapers, and medical 
essentials are crucial to ensuring their survival and wellbeing.

Donor support provides many of these same essential items to 
children in need served by Pearl S. Buck International. This new 
partnership with Child Houses will allow Pearl S. Buck Internation-
al’s donor base to expand their generous support to this vulnerable 
population in another part of the world. For as little as $30, the 
children served by Child Houses can receive the essential supplies 
they need and be cared for with dignity and compassion.

“Partnering with Pearl S. Buck International means so much to 
us. Their heart for children, their belief in the power of family, and 
their commitment to global connection deeply reflect what we 
stand for at Child Houses,” said Audrey Bingaman, Child Houses’ 
Fundraising Manager.  “In a world where so many children are 
born into crisis, it’s a gift to stand beside a partner who shares our 
hope—that every child, no matter where they’re born, deserves to 
be safe, loved, and part of a family.”

“When Pearl Buck founded our organization over 60 years ago, 
she spoke about children being ‘living war casualties’ during con-
flicts,” explained Stephanie Saveriano, Pearl S. Buck International’s 
Director of International Programs. “This sentiment is especially 
true for the orphaned babies in Syria. We at Pearl S. Buck Interna-
tional are extremely happy to be able to help these babies receive 
these basic necessities through this partnership with Child Houses.”

“The more children in the world we are able to help, the prouder 
we feel Pearl herself would be,” added Cheryl Castro, Pearl S. Buck 
International President and CEO. “I am pleased with the dedication 
of our international programs director in building partnerships such 
as this one to expand our humanitarian support to more countries 
and more people in need.”

To make a donation to support the children served by 
Child Houses, please visit pearlsbuck.org/bbwp_gifts/
diapers-and-formula-for-orphans-30.

For more information on Pearl S. Buck International, go to 
pearlsbuck.org.

For more information on Child Houses, go to 
www.childhouses.org.

 Tyler Park Center for the Arts
Celebrate 
creativity

With spring in full swing, 
Tyler Park Center for the Arts 
invites the community to its 
annual Members Art Show, held 
June 6 – 8. This dynamic exhi-
bition showcases the talents of 
both emerging and professional 
artists, and features live music, 
refreshments, artist meet-and-
greets, and awards for excel-
lence in several categories.

Among this year’s featured 
artists is Barbara Neale, who 
has spent the past 17 years 
working with fused glass. Also 
known as warm glass, this 
art form involves cutting and 
layering pieces of glass that 
are then melted in a kiln to 
create a unified piece. Barbara 
has attended many workshops 
of warm glass artists and is a 
member of The Glass Under-
ground Studio in Warren, NJ. 
Since retiring, she has displayed 
her work at local fairs and 
juried shows, and now teaches 
fused glass workshops at TPCA.

Also exhibiting is William 
Lessa, a longtime public school 
administrator whose artwork 
draws on his travels in Africa, 
his passion for Philadelphia 
sports, and his unique view 
of life’s quirky moments. 
Working primarily in graphite 
and colored pencils, William 
donates much of his art sale 
proceeds to regional charities 
supporting children and fam-
ilies.

Looking ahead, TPCA’s Cre-
ative Summer Camps are open 
for registration! Young artists 
ages 8–16 can explore themed 
art intensives like “Art Around 
the World” and “Under the 
Sea”, while younger children 
can enjoy mini camps tailored 
to their age group.

Members of TPCA receive 
special perks, including dis-

counted workshops and entry 
into the annual Crafts in the 
Meadow festival, returning 
October 18–19.

Learn more at TylerParkArts.
org, follow @TylerParkArts on 
Facebook and Instagram, or call 
267-218-0290.

William Lessa, TPCA 
Members Show participant 
with “Children of Haiti”.

John Devlin
DEVLIN INSURANCE 
AGENCY

AARP Auto Insurance
Program from The Hartford
Now available from your local independent agent!

Call Today for your FREE, no-obligation quote:

215-230-0100

171 S. Main Street, Doylestown, PA 18901
 john@devlininsurance.com • www.devlininsurance.com

across from the CVS
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Bucks IU Fab Lab invites partners to expand STEAM 
education programs and inspire future innovators

STEAM education—blending 
Science, Technology, Engineer-
ing, Arts, and Math—ignites 
curiosity and prepares students 
for the future. The Bucks 
County Intermediate Unit 
(Bucks IU) Fab Lab recently 
invited Corporate Partners to 
its Warminster-based Center 
to experience firsthand how 
their support is fueling growth 
in STEAM education. In today’s 
fast-paced world, these STEAM 
disciplines are fundamental 
in helping children and youth 
develop critical thinking skills, 
solve real-world challenges, and 
make informed decisions.

This recent networking 
event marked the launch of 
the Fab Lab Corporate Partners 
Program, which creates 
opportunities for companies to 
invest directly in the Fab Lab 

and its programs.
Dr. Lindsey Rutherford Sides, 

Bucks IU Supervisor of STEAM 

Education, stated, “Investments 
in the Fab Lab are making a 
real, tangible difference in the 
lives of students and educators 
across our community. Support 
is not just an investment in 
the Fab Lab—it’s an invest-
ment in the next generation of 
problem-solvers, creators, and 
innovators. When students are 
in this space, they are not just 
learning—they’re becoming 
engineers, designers, and inno-
vators right before our eyes.”

The Fab Lab makes STEAM 
learning interactive, engag-
ing, and hands-on. Through 
immersive experiences and 
cutting-edge tools, students 
develop creativity, collabora-
tion, and problem-solving skills 
that prepare them for success. 
During the event, current and 
future partners experienced 
the Fab Lab’s latest technology, 
including the new Immersive 
Reality (IR) room where they 
piloted a fighter jet, explored 
the ocean depths, and mar-
veled at the northern lights. 
Others tested their skills flying 
drones—learning firsthand that 
it’s harder than it looks!

Alice Colyar, Manager for 
Bucks County Workforce and 
Economic Development, stated, 
“We invest in programs that 
prepare young people for the 
workforce of tomorrow. The 
Fab Lab does exactly that—
providing meaningful educa-
tional experiences to students 
throughout Bucks County.”

Lindsay Pikovsky attended 
the event to express how much 
the Fab Lab programs can 
make a difference. Her child is 
a regular participant at the Fab 
Lab Center, loves STEAM activ-
ities, and benefits from access 
to equipment that supports 
diverse interests and advanc-
ing skills. They even celebrated 
the child’s 10th birthday at the 
Fab Lab. Pikovsky shared, “The 
kids absolutely loved it! They 
had so much fun immersed in 
the activities that they didn’t 
even realize they were learning 
STEAM skills.”

Deanna Boyer and Meghan 
Leinhauser, representatives 
from Dow, attended the event 
to reinforce the company’s 
commitment to the Fab Lab and 

Participants enjoyed the experience of being a jet fighter pilot in the  
new Immersive Reality (IR) room at the Fab Lab Center."

continued on pg. 37

 Wild Fork
Discover the Wild Fork Difference—With stores in Horsham and Neshaminy!

If you haven’t expe-
rienced Wild Fork yet, 
now is the perfect time. 
With locations right in 
Neshaminy and Horsham, 
Wild Fork is redefining 
the way people shop for 
meat and seafood—offer-
ing premium quality at 
unbeatable prices.

Wild Fork specializes 
in high-quality meat, 
seafood, and poultry, all 
blast frozen at the peak 
of freshness to lock in flavor, texture, and 
nutrients. From everyday essentials like 
chicken breasts, steaks, and ground beef 
to chef-inspired cuts, ready-to-cook meals, 
and globally inspired flavors, Wild Fork’s 
selection is as impressive as it is affordable.

The best part? You can shop your way. 
Visit Wild Fork stores for a hands-on expe-
rience, where friendly team members can 
guide you through the selection. Prefer to 

shop from the comfort of home? Wild Fork 
offers same-day delivery and convenient 
online ordering at wildforkfoods.com. Just 
a few clicks and your order is on the way—
expertly packed and temperature-con-
trolled to ensure everything arrives frozen 
and fresh.

Wild Fork makes it easy to stock your 
freezer with restaurant-quality ingredi-
ents at grocery store prices. Whether 

you’re planning for 
weeknight dinners, 
hosting a back-
yard barbecue, or 
prepping for the 
holidays, Wild Fork has 
everything you need to 
serve something memo-
rable.

Stop by the Horsham or 
Neshaminy locations today 
and taste the Wild Fork 
difference for yourself. 
High-quality food, smart 

prices, and a more convenient way to 
shop—that’s what makes Wild Fork your #1 
option for meat and seafood.

For more information about Wild Fork, 
located in 600 Rockhill Dr. in Bensalem, call 
215-494-1048, and for more information 
about Wild Fork, located at 1536 Easton Rd. 
in Horsham, call 267-769-6496.

United Way’s HELP Center celebrates 5 years of serving Bucks County
United Way of Bucks Coun-

ty’s HELP Center is celebrating 
its 5th anniversary, marking five 
years of providing brand-new 
essential items – completely 
free of charge – to local families 
in need. This milestone coin-
cides with National Volunteer 
Month, making it the perfect 
time for community members 
and businesses to get involved.

The HELP Center (a Healthy 
Eating and Living Partnership) 
opened in 2020 as a collabo-
ration between United Way of 
Bucks County, Bucks County 
Opportunity Council, and St. 
Mary Medical Center, with 
generous support from Penn 
Community Bank.

Since then, it has become a 
lifeline for thousands of Bucks 
County residents and over 120 
community partners – including 
schools, faith-based groups, and 

nonprofits – by providing essen-
tial items like hygiene products, 
home goods, clothing, and food.

Many of the HELP Center’s 

shoppers are ALICE (Asset 
Limited, Income Constrained, 
Employed), meaning they work, 
but still struggle to afford the 

basics. Among these shoppers, 
58% work in essential, front-line 
sectors like healthcare, educa-

continued on pg. 34

HOAGIE TRAYS
ITALIAN SAMPLER

CHEESE & 
PEPPERONI TRAYS
GOURMET SALADS 

& SIDES
COOKIE PLATTERS

DESSERTS
CHIPS & 

BEVERAGES

DOYLESTOWN, PA
6 E Court Street, 

Ste B 
215-340-7701
Mon - Fri 10am-7pm 

Sun 10am-4pm 
WE DELIVER! 

(Mon - Sat, 10am - 2pm)
CURBSIDE pickup  

always available
PRIMOHOAGIES.COM



d
o

ylesto
w

n 
o

b
serv

er | A
PRIL 2025d

o
yl

es
to

w
n 

o
b

se
rv

er
 |

 A
PR

IL
 2

02
5

	 see all senior related news at www.OMGLocalLife.com  |  FOCUS ON SENIORS	 3534	 FOCUS ON FOOD

tion, and human services.
In 2024 alone, walk-in visits 

for emergency services like the 
emergency food pantry surged 
by 110%, with more than 6,700 
visits.

Volunteers play a crucial role 
in the HELP Center’s efforts, 
sorting and stocking goods, 
assisting shoppers, and ensur-

ing resources reach those who 
need them most.

“We are incredibly proud of 
how the HELP Center has grown 
over the past five years,” says 
Sheri Ratner, Impact Director for 
the HELP Center. “What started 
as a response to a clear need in 
our community has become a 
vital resource for thousands of 
Bucks County residents. But we 
can’t do it alone – volunteers 

and community partners make 
this work possible.”

The HELP Center invites the 
public to celebrate this mile-
stone by getting involved:

Volunteer: Individuals, 
businesses, and community 
groups can volunteer for a 
hands-on experience helping 
their neighbors.

Host a Collection Drive: 
Gather essential items like 

hygiene products, household 
supplies, and non-perishable 
food to keep the HELP Center 
stocked.

Attend an Open House: See 
the HELP Center in action and 
learn how you can make a 
difference. Join us on Tuesday, 
April 22 from 5 – 7 pm for a 
tour, or Saturday, April 26 from 
12–2 pm for a tour and volun-
teer opportunity.

Julie Frantz, a Bucks County 
resident who has been volun-
teering since 2021, shares, “Vol-
unteering at the HELP Center is a 
great way to assist and connect 
with the community. In uncer-
tain times, it is important to be 
there for our neighbors who are 
struggling, and the HELP Center 
does so much.”

As the HELP Center cele-
brates this milestone, United 
Way of Bucks County urges 
the community to step up, get 
involved, and continue making 
a difference. To sign up to 
volunteer, host a collection, 
or learn more about the HELP 
Center, visit www.uwbucks.org/
help-center.

United Way
continued from pg. 33

 PrimoHoagies Doylestown
Celebrate gradu-
ation season with 
PrimoHoagies 
Catering in 
Doylestown

Graduation season is here, 
and there’s no better way to 
celebrate your graduate’s big 
accomplishment than with a 
delicious spread from Pri-
moHoagies in Doylestown. 
Whether you’re planning a 
backyard gathering, a party in 
the park, or an indoor celebra-
tion, PrimoHoagies Catering 
makes it easy to feed a crowd 
with bold, unforgettable flavor.

Known for our gourmet 
hoagies made with only the 

highest quality meats, cheeses, 
and signature seeded rolls, 
PrimoHoagies offers a variety of 
customizable catering options 
perfect for any graduation 
event. From our famous Italian 
and turkey Schwartzie to our 
vegetarian-friendly options and 
trays of fresh antipasti, there’s 
something for everyone to 
enjoy.

Planning your catering with 
PrimoHoagies is simple and 
stress-free. Choose from hoagie 
trays, mini hoagie boxes, and 
sides like potato salad, pasta 
salad, and pepper shooters 
to build the perfect party 
spread. We also offer glu-
ten-free options to ensure all 

your guests feel 
included.

Located 
conveniently in 
Doylestown, our 
team is ready to 
help you make 
this celebration 
one to remem-
ber. Whether you’re hosting 10 
people or 100, PrimoHoagies 
delivers quality, flavor, and 
service that make every bite 
worth celebrating.

Don’t wait until the last 
minute—graduation season 
gets busy! Contact Primo-
Hoagies Doylestown today to 
schedule your catering and let 
us take the hassle out of party 

planning. Your grad deserves 
the best. So do your guests.

PrimoHoagies Doylestown: 
Not Just a Hoagie: A PrimoHoa-
gie.

For more information on 
PrimoHoagies Doylestown, 
located at 6 E Court St Ste B, in 
Doylestown, call 215-340-7701 
or visit www.primohoagies.
com/location/Doylestown-PA.

 Senior Care Authority
Don’t let loneliness 
impact the senior 
you love

Loneliness is a significant 
issue affecting seniors who 
live alone, and its impact can 
be profound, influencing both 
mental and physical health. 
As individuals age, they may 
experience various life changes, 
such as the loss of a spouse, 
retirement, or relocation, which 
can lead to social isolation.

Joe was 86 years old when 
his wife passed away. Joe felt 
isolated in his home and his 
social circle had diminished 
significantly when his daughter 
and son-in-law offered for him 
to move into their home. It 
worked well in the beginning, 
but since both adults worked, 
his days were spent in front of 
the TV. His daughter noticed 

that he was withdrawing and 
becoming less communicative. 
He was seated in the same 
chair as when they left and 
many times had not eaten his 
lunch.

After working with a Senior 
Care Authority specialist Joe 
moved into an assisted living 
community. Joe spent the first 
week in his apartment and 

didn’t venture out for meals 
or any of the activities. His 
neighbor was successful in invit-
ing him to breakfast, though 
Joe went to the dining room 
in sweatpants and tee shirt. 
During breakfast he spotted a 
piano in the lounge and walked 
over and began playing. Soon 
one of the female residents 
came over and stood by him as 

he played and com-
plimented him on 
his skills. Joe played 
for the next hour, 
and several other 
residents came to 
listen. The next day 
Joe came down in dress 
slacks and a button-down 
shirt. The lady who had 
joined Joe yesterday 
brought several of her 
friends along. Joe played 
until lunch time, engaging 
the residents to join in by 
singing along. The follow-

ing days Joe exited his apart-
ment in a sport coat, trousers 
and a pressed shirt.

Moving into a Senior Living 
Community can be a tremen-
dous benefit and key to over-
coming loneliness. Let us help 
you find the best community 
for your loved one. Call us at 
267-938-4530.

Randy Reardon, Certifi ed Senior Advisor
(267) 938-4530
randyreardon@seniorcareauthority.com
seniorcareauthority.com/neofphilly

Senior Care Authority®

We help you 
fi nd appropriate 
new senior 
living 
arrangements
and assist in the 
transition to the 
new community. 
We arrange the 
tours and join 
you.

Ask about our 
driving assessment 
program: ‘Beyond 
Driving with 
Dignity’.
Peace of 
mind, real-life 
solutions for 
older drivers and 
their concerned 
families.

Our ‘Peace of 
Mind’ program 
provides 
one-on-one 
regular visits to 
your senior for 
an engaging 
activity or social 
visit, guided by 
family input.

Helping families make transitions with their senior loved ones. Our communication 
with you will be accessible and consistent. You do not need to do this alone! 
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ing educational programs, 
hands-on workshops, or 
artist-led demonstrations. 
They also engage with the 
community through outreach 
programs, including collabo-
rations with local schools and 
colleges. “Every year we go out 
to a local charter school and do 
a program with the students,” 
Andrusko said. Additionally, 
they provide an annual award 
for fine craftsmanship to a 
Bucks County Community 
College student participating in 
the college’s end-of-year annual 
art show. “By reaching out to 
this younger population, our 
hope is to recruit some younger 
members to our guild,” she 
explains. “Afterall, they are our 
future craftsmen.”

Membership is open to 

anyone with a passion for fine 
crafts, whether they are prac-
ticing artists or simply admirers 
of the craft. Andrusko empha-
sized, “We are open not only to 
artists, but also to people who 
support and appreciate the 
artists.”

The Bucks County Guild of 
Craftsmen continues to build a 
vibrant, supportive community 
where artists can share their 
work and inspire one another. 
The success of this year’s 
showcase is just the beginning 
of what could potentially be a 
growing tradition of celebrat-
ing fine craftsmanship in Bucks 
County.

For more information 
about the Bucks County Guild 
of Craftsmen and upcoming 
events, visit www.bucksguild.
org.

to developing a skilled future 
workforce. “Dow is dedicated to 
creating educational pipelines 
for highly trained professionals. 
Supporting the Fab Lab aligns 
perfectly with our mission—we 
hope to inspire and educate 
future Dow employees,” they 
stated.

Become a partner with the 
Fab Lab and help shape the 
future of STEAM education in 
Bucks County! Individuals and 
families are invited to donate 
to the Fab Lab, and businesses 
are encouraged to join the new 
Corporate Partners Program. 
No contribution is too small—
every dollar helps fund vital 
programs, provide hands-on 
learning experiences, and 

empower the next generation 
of innovators, creators, and 
STEAM leaders. Learn more or 
donate at: www.BucksIU.org/
FabLab/Get-Involved.

ABOUT THE BUCKS COUNTY 
INTERMEDIATE UNIT FAB LAB:

Launched in 2019, the 
Mobile Fab Lab program began 
as a single unit bringing STEAM 
education directly to students 
across Bucks County. Today, 
with two fully equipped Mobile 
Fab Labs, the program reaches 
18,000 students annually. The 
Fab Lab Center, which opened 
in December 2021, has grown 
from serving just over 1,000 
children in its first year to now, 
four years later, engaging more 
than 5,700 students with 11 
unique programs. Learn more 
at www.BucksIU.org/FabLab.

Fab Lab
continued from pg. 32

Friday, May 2, 1–3 pm, join the Bucks County Community College’s 
18th Annual Salute to Mothers Scholarship at the Tyler Formal 
Gardens, Bucks County Community College, 275 Swamp Rd. in 
Newtown. Attendees are encouraged to wear their best Kentucky 
Derby themed hats; the more fanciful, the better! To order tickets or 
to make a donation in support of the Solute to Mothers Scholarship, 
visit interland3.donorperfect.net/weblink/weblink. 
aspx?name=E15010&id=251

Saturday May 3, 10 am, at Memorial Park,1950 Woodside Rd. in 
Newtown, come to AARK in the Park. The highly respected AARK 
Wildlife Rehabilitation and Education Center will present a hands-on 
exhibition on hawks and other birds. They have delighted people all 
over Bucks County with this amazing presentation. This FREE event 
is sponsored by the LMT Environmental Advisory Council and LMT 
Birdtown. For more information, contact: Dominique Mitchell at 
eacbucks@gmail.com.

Sunday, May 4, 1:30–4 pm (with speaker at 2 pm), to be held at the 
Strassburger Farmstead, 407 
Keystone Dr. in Sellersville, The 
Historical Society of Hilltown 
Township presents “History 
Lives On: Celebrating Plumstead 
Township’s 300th Anniversary.” 
Tom Upton of the Plumstead 
Historical Society, will show his 
documentary “History Lives On” 
with historical facts and photos 
of Plumstead Township, including 
the Quaker Meetinghouse, Plum-
steadville Inn, carriage maker 
Aaron Kratz, the Doan Gang, 
the canal, the trolley line and 
much more. The event is free; 
Donations appreciated. For more 
information, visit www.hilltown-
history.org.

Thursday, May 8, 7–9 pm at the 
Chancellor Center, 30 N Chan-
cellor St. in Newtown, Newtown 
Borough and Newtown Township 
will sponsor, “Native Plants, 
Thriving Habitats: How You Can 
Help.” Krista McCook from Home-
grown National Park will share 
how anyone—whether they 
have acres of land or just a few 
potted plants—can contribute 
to ecological restoration. (Krista 
will be joining via Zoom.). Also, 
Diane Smith from Bucks County 
Audubon Society at Honey 
Hollow will speak in person about 
native flowers that you can grow 

and protect to keep pollinators happy and healthy. Plus, Gino’s Native 
Nursery will be raffling off a $50 gift certificate! Reserve your spot at 
www.boroughofnewtown.com/contact-us.

Friday, May 9, at Twining Hall, 4900 Street Rd. in Trevose, Feaster-
ville Rotary Club will be holding its 15th Annual Designer Handbag 
Bingo. Doors open at 5:30 pm and games start at 7pm. Tickets are 
$35.00 each, and include 10 games of bingo. There will be addi-
tional game boards, raffles, and 50/50 available for purchase. Bring 
a non-perishable item or make a monetary donation, and you will 
receive a ticket for a thank you drawing. MEI Caterers has a menu of 
food items made to order at reasonable prices as well as drinks at the 
bar. For tickets, please contact Kathy Doran at 215-593-4656 or email 
Katherine.a.doran@gmail.com.

Saturday, May 10, 1 pm, Middletown Senior Citizens Association 
holds its Cash Bingo fundraiser at Middletown Senior Center, 2142 
Trenton Rd. in Levittown. Doors open at noon. $30 in advance; $35 
at the door if available. Limited to 100 players. Fee includes 10 games 
of Bingo (3 cards per sheet) and 4 specials. Extra cards on sale. Cash 
prizes, raffle baskets, 50/50 tickets, and beverages and snacks will 
also be available. Tickets on sale now. For more information, call 215-
945-2920.

Saturday, May 10, 7 am–12 pm (rain date Saturday, May 10) come to 
Hunger Helpers Community Yard Sale to “find deals and fuel hope” 
at Heritage Oak Drive in Yardley. Sale will benefit the Interfaith Food 
Alliance. Every penny will help families facing hunger. For more infor-
mation, email Communityyardsale9@gmail.com.

Tuesday May 13, 6–7:30 pm at Makefield Elementary School in 
Yardley, the Lower Makefield Township Swim & Dive Team invites 
you to its 2025 LMT Swim & Dive Team Open House. For more 
information, email LMTPoolswimdive@gmail.com or visit www.
gomotionapp.com/team/reclblmtsd/page/home.

Thursday, May 15, 11:30 to 2 pm, the Women’s Club of Huntingdon 
Valley will present their Annual Scholarship Achievement Award, as 
it does every May, to a deserving graduating female student from 
Lower Moreland High School. At a fabulous luncheon held at the 
Huntingdon Valley Country Club, Dr. Marcia Gutowicz, Chairwoman 
of the Scholarship Committee, will present this year’s winner of the 
scholarship and the winner herself will speak at this event. See our 
Facebook page at Women’s Club of Huntingdon Valley for all our com-
munity events and for further information, email us at wchv1951@
gmail.com.

Saturday, May 17, 9:30 am–12:30 pm, Annual flea market at Oxford 
Village, 290 E Winchester Ave. in Langhorne at Independent Living 
Building. Hot dogs and desserts available for sale. Proceeds to benefit 
the residents of the retirement home. For more information, call 215-
750-9424 or email pgh51@aol.com.

Saturday, May 17, come see the World Famous Mark Reno “Elvis”, 
two-time national champion, at St. Paul’s Episcopal Church Hall, 
89 Pinewood Dr. in Levittown. Doors open at 6 pm; dinner begins 

at 6:30 pm; and the show starts at 7:30 pm. The $35 cost includes 
dinner. For ticket information, call 267-980-9336.

Saturday, May 17, 9 am–12 pm, Clothing & Shoe Drive Drive-Thru 
drop off at Berkshire Hathaway Fox & Roach, Realtors office, 796 
Newtown-Yardley Rd. in Newtown. Place your gently used/unwanted 
items in tightly tied bags. All items must be bagged. Electronics (any-
thing with a plug, except TVs and monitors) will also be accepted. 
Give your items a second chance to be worn/used again! Hosted 
by Kathleen Lenoir at Kathleen.Lenoir@FoxRoach.com, Susan Koch 
at Susan.Koch@FoxRoach.com, and Kim Whitlock at Kim.Witlock@
FoxRoach.com.

Saturday, May 17, 4:30–7:30 pm, The Episcopal Church Women will 
sponsor A County Buffet at Grace Episcopal Church, 313 Main St. in 
Hulmeville, featuring baked ham, roast chicken, sausage with peppers 
and onions, scalloped potatoes, pineapple stuffing, a salad bar, and 
homemade desserts. The cost is $15 for adults, $6 for children six 
to ten; and children under five are free. A raffle will be held for two 
tickets to Sight and Sound Theaters’ production of “NOAH”, which 
runs through December 31. For more information, call 215-757-6025.

Tuesday, May 20, at 7 pm at the Bensalem Senior Center, 1850 
Byberry Rd in Bensalem, the Trevose Horticultural Society will 
present “Meeting the Mushrooms: An Intro to the Fascinating 
World of Fungi” during its monthly meeting. Guest speaker, Chris-
tian Kustra will cover the basics of mycology, the study of fungi. He 
will explain how mushrooms grow, how to identify wild mushrooms 
and what purpose they serve in nature. All meetings are open to 
the public; all are welcome, $5 to observe. For further information, 

please contact 856-866-9163, visit www.trevosegardeners.org or 
follow us on Facebook.

Saturday, May 31, 10 am, at the LMT Administrative building, 1100 
Edgewood Rd. in Yardley, Mike Weilbacher, noted naturalist, envi-
ronmentalist, educator and author will present “Microplastics, The 
Invisible Pollutant”. He will discuss microplastics, found everywhere 
from the bottom of the sea to our blood. Learn the surprising ways 
they spread through our environment and what we can do about it. 
This free FREE event is sponsored by the LMT Environmental Advisory 
Council with the participation of the Yardley Refillery. For more infor-
mation, contact: Dominique Mitchell at eacbucks@gmail.com.

Saturday, June 7, 7:30 pm, Centennial Singers Spring Concert, 
“Singers Arise in Song” at Log College Middle School, 730 Norris-
town Rd. in Warminster. Come join us for a variety of music including 
classical, folk, jazz, choral, spiritual, show tunes, and of course, patri-
otic numbers. Free cookie buffet and awesome raffle baskets. The 
concert is free, but donations are welcome. For more information, 
visit www.centennialsingerswarminster.com and on Facebook @cen-
tennialsingerswarminster.

Sunday, June 8, 3 pm, the Bryn Athyn Orchestra will present its 
Spring Concert at the Mitchell Performing Arts Center in Bryn Athyn. 
The program features Mahler’s Symphony No. 1; Mozart’s Overture to 
Don Giovanni and Symphony No. 38. Tickets $27/advance, $30/door. 
Students: $15 (buy one get one free). Children under 12 are free. 
Seniors over 60: $25. Tickets can be purchased online at baorchestra.
org or at the door.

Guild of Craftsmen
continued from pg. 29

Doors open 5:45pm
Games begin 6:45pm

We always have extras & 
rip-offs • snacks available

SALES THRU 6/14/25 
$10/dozen (potato w/cheese)

SPECIAL SALE 5/14: Sauerkraut 
or Farmer’s Cheese Pierogy, 

Borscht (Red Beet Soup), 
Kielbasa, and Holubschi 

(Stuffed Cabbage)
Call in order (must speak with 

Kitchen Worker;  No voicemails 
will be honored);  215-343-9809 

Call in time is 8:30-11:30a
Pick up is 11:30a-1:30p

NO EVENING PICK UP TIME

PIEROGY 
WEDNESDAYS

Watch our website
www.stanneukrainiancc.com

1545 Easton Rd
Warrington, PA 18976
www.stanneukrainiancc.com

EVENTS AT
ST. ANNE UKRAINIAN 
CATHOLIC CHURCH

EVERY 
TUESDAY 

 $13/pp
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stucco painting. FREE ESTIMATES! 
Owner operated l icensed/
insured 215-736-2398.

CLASSIC HOUSE PAINTING Inte-
rior/exterior. Power-washing, 
deck-staining, wallpaper removal. 
10% Senior Discount! 215-269-
0212. www.ClassicHousePainting.
com.

VINCENZO’S PAINTING
Interior/Exterior Painting,Cabi-
nets, Dry Wall Repair & More.
Lic & Insured, Free Estimates. 
267-844-6100

PLUMBING
BEN MANIS PLUMBING - Expert, 
bonded and insured. 24/7 Emer-
gency service. 267-627-2756.

POOLS
ANTON & SONS POOLS – Custom 
Designs, Renovations, Mainte-
nance, Equipment & Chemicals. 
215-348-3212. antonpools.com.

OASIS POOL SERVICE
Summerizations, Weekly Mainte-
nance, Repairs or Replacements.

215-736-1077

REAL ESTATE 
MATT SCANNAPIECO, Franklin 
Investment Realty - Exceptional 
service whether Buying or 
Selling! 215-398-6998.

SENIOR SERVICES
SENIOR CARE AUTHORITY - Let 
us help you find the best senior 
living arrangement. 267-938-
4530

SERVICES
FTD CONCRETE, LLC
For all your Concrete needs.
267-372-5637

TRANSPORTATION  
SERVICES

ADVANCED LIMOUSINE – Special 
Event Vehicles. Airport Transpor-
tation (PHL/NWK/JFK/LGA). 215-
504-0800. Advancedlimos.com

TREE SERVICES
JOE McILVAINE TREE & LAWN
Quality work, fully insured. Free 
Estimates. 215-322-8394.

WANTED
BEST CASH PRICES PAID 
Tools mechanic machinist wood-
working pattern maker etc 
Trains old and New all scales.
Teather cars Diecast cars and 
press steel slot cars. Vintage toys 
video games PC games video 
game consoles all eras. RC vehi-
cles Military items bayonettes 
helmets Bird and animal calls. 
Recurve bows and compound 
bows. Reloading equipment.All 
Fishing equipment Zippo lighters. 
Musical instruments All Fire & 
Railroad memorabilia.And much 
more. No collection too big or too 

small we buy it all. Call Drew 215-
771-7055

APARTMENT/ 
CONDO FOR SALE

FREE REAL ESTATE CONSULTA-
TION. Buying/Selling meet with 
Kathleen to discuss your needs. 
Kathleen Layton, Berkshire 
Hathaway Home Services Fox & 
Roach, 215-860-9300/215-860-
3233 direct.

CLEANING
CLEANING $15 per hour or flat 
rate. References. Ideal for 
working women. 215-421-8066 
Tina.

DATING SERVICES
SINGLE? Are you tired of online 
dating? Let me be your match-
maker. 37 years of Sweet Begin-
nings. 215-539-2894.

EMPLOYMENT
HELP WANTED

Rosenello’s Windows, Siding & 
Roofing

Now Hiring All Positions
215-244-399

ENTERTAINMENT
TRAVELING PUPPET THEATER – 
Robin and Susan Tafel 215-441-
4154. YouTube @PennsWoods 
Puppets.

FURNITURE RESTORATION
Andy Belinsky Fine Furniture 
Restoration - Antique Resto-
ration, Custom Woodworking, 
Refinishing. 267-717-0418. www.
andybelinsky.com

HEALTH
ARE YOU A COMPULSIVE EATER? 
Overeaters Anonymous can help. 
For information, call 215-385-
3076 or visit oa-phila.org

FRIENDS VILLAGE. Moderately 
priced retirement living. Age 62+ 
Newtown, PA 215-968-3346.

MIND, BODY, & SPIRIT ADVISOR 
- New Beginnings for your 
well-being. Dan McMeans 267-
570-9042

HEALTH SUPPLIES/ 
EQUIPMENT

TRI-STATE STAIRLIFTS – Stay in 
your home. Immediate Installa-
tion. 215-630-5596. TriStateStair 
lifts.com.

HELP WANTED
SENIORS HELPING SENIORS - 
Caregiver Job Openings for 
people 50+. 215-675-6402.

HOME IMPROVEMENT
AMERICAN CHIMNEY Full-ser-
vice chimney sweep, inspection 
& repairs. 215-364-0881. www.
americanchimney.net.

C&C FAMILY ROOFING New 
installations & repairs!  Thor-
ough, professional, affordable! 
215-999-6248

FULL SERVICE CONTRACTOR – 
Roofing, Siding, Windows, Total 
Home Renovations. TJ Martin,Inc. 
215-355-5935.

JAMMER DOORS -Enhance the 
look and functionality of your 
home with our expert installation 
and repair services. We specialize 
in: Garage Doors: Installation,  
repair, and maintenance. Entry 
Doors: Upgrade your entrance 
with stylish and secure options. 
Windows: Energy-efficient and 
aesthetically pleasing window 
solutions. Patio Doors: Elegant 
and durable patio door installa-
tions. Call us today to schedule 
an appointment! 215-493-7709

JMT AWNINGS Quality, reli-
ability & experience you expect! 
215-659-5239.  
www.JMTAwnings.com.

MACCARTY & SONS AWNINGS & 
CANOPIES - Sales, Service, Instal-
lation. 610-519-0858

MARRAZZO’S NORTH RIVER 
LANDSCAPE ,  Hardscape & 

Outdoor Lighting. 215-598-1412. 
MarrazzosNorthRiver.com

WTB WOODWORKING - Full-Ser-
vice Woodworking Company & 
Storefront. Tools, Supplies, 
Lumber, Slabs, Sheet Goods. 215-
768-1117. WTBwoodworking.
com

LAWN/ 
GARDEN

ANDREW’S LAWN RANGER LLC 
- Turf Care/Tree & Plant Health 
Care. 215-968-8535.

FERTILIZER AND WEED CONTROL 
P lans/Leaf  C leanups  ca l l 
215.267.1700 or visit www.
RDTotalLawn.com

VICTORY GARDENS – Triple 
Ground Mulch, Topsoil, Stone. 
Call for Promos! 215-443-5665 
www.VictoryGardensInc.com.

MOVING
N CLARY JUNK SERVICE. You 
name it -We take it. Interior or 
Exterior. Call 267-399-8274.

PAINTING
ACTION PAINTING - All interior 
and exterior painting and drywall 
repairs. Fully Insured Power 
washing. Free estimates. Barry 
267-980-2131

AMAZING HOUSE PAINTING 
interior exterior wallpaper 
removal power washing deck/
fence staining aluminum siding/

 ED’S
MOWING
215-917-1395

JOHN’S HAULING 
& REMOVAL
JOHN’S HAULING 

Appliances, pool tables, 
pianos, woodstoves, furniture, 

large-screen TVs, lawn 
tractors, anything big or small. 

~ One piece or truckload ~
7 Days-Last Minute Service!

215-357-1244

Joe McIlvaine 
TREE SERVICE
Residential & Commercial
• Free Estimates
• Stump Grinding
• Crane & Bucket Services
• Tree Removal/Trimming

215-322-8394

Full Service Master Plumber
Licensed/Insured

• Bathrooms
• Gas Piping
• Standard & Tankless Water Heaters
• Boiler, Baseboards & Radiant Heat
• Sump & Battery Backup Pumps
• Sewer & Water Services
• Drain Cleaning
• Small & Large Repairs
• Commercial Office Fitouts

FREE ESTIMATES
RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL
FAMILY OWNED & OPERATED

raymongillo@comcast.net
www.rpmongilloplumbing.com

215-757-3779
Mon-Fri 8am - 5pm • Sat 10am-3pm

Plumbing & Heating, Inc.

 
BATHROOM 
REMODELING 
& REPAIR

215-942-4999
www.bathroomkingllc.com

$500 OFFANY FULL REMODEL

Will MEET or BEAT any written quote!

FREE AT HOME ESTIMATES  • LICENSED & INSURED

BATHROOM KING, LLC

 

 CALL ERIE METAL ROOFS: 
1-877-236-0675

Replace your roof with the 
best looking and longest 

lasting material steel from 
Erie Metal Roofs!

Three styles & multiple colors available. 
Guaranteed to last a lifetime! 

50% OFF 
INSTALLATION

Limited Time Offer
up to

+ ADDITIONAL 
10% OFF INSTALL 

(for military, health 
workers & 1st 
responders)

 ROOF LIFE ROOFING
• Flat Roofs • Shingling 
• Gutters • Metal Work; 

capping windows & 
barge board metal

• Maintenance with silver 
coat & asphalt fabric
LICENSED • INSURED

267-844-6100
SPRING SPECIALSPRING SPECIAL

Mention this ad for 15% OFF

PETE MIRABELLI
AIR CONDITIONING • HEATING & PLUMBING

GET READY 
FOR SPRING

WITH A BRAND NEW 
AC SYSTEM

$89 AC CHECK UP!

• Sales & Service
• Reasonable Rates
• Honest Work

• 24/7 Service
• Free Estimates
• Professional Install

215-667-3734 COUNT 
ON ME

20% OFF ALL AC INSTALLATIONS

**COMPUTERS FIXED**
Malware/Trojan/Virus Removal
Repairs, New Computer Setup, 

Data Transfer, Sales,
Wired/Wireless Networking, 

WIN 10 to WIN 11 UPGRADES
MAC, iPad & iPhone

In Your Home or Office
FREE SUPPORT
“I DO WINDOWS”

Mitch (215) 322-6509
All credit cards accepted

• Troubleshooting
• Replacement/Repair

• Indoor/Outdoor Lighting
Licensed & Insured • Owner/Operator
215-354-1315

FamilyElectricInc.com

FAMILY ELECTRIC
FAST SERVICE &

AFFORDABLE PRICES

• Troubleshooting

AFFORDABLE PRICES
25+ YRS EXPERIENCE

STUCCO
STONE 

& BRICK 
WORK 

POINTING
CHIMNEYS 
& CHIMNEY 
REPAIRS

CARPINO

215-355-7549
FREE ESTIMATES

www.carpinoinc.com

Vincenzo’s
PAINTING

INTERIOR ■ EXTERIOR
COMMERCIAL ■ RESIDENTIAL

WallscrapingWallscraping ■  ■  Drywall RepairsDrywall Repairs
Scim Coating Scim Coating ■ ■ Power Washing Spray Power Washing Spray 
Work Work ■ ■  Kitchen Cabinets ■  ■  CarpentryCarpentry

OWNER OPERATED ~ LIC. & INSURED

(267) 844-6100
COMMERCIAL 

OWNER OPERATED ~ LIC. & INSURED

FREE 
ESTIMATES

 

Fully Insured H Free Estimates
(215) 833-4081

Call Dan Steely: 
Veteran Owner/Operator

Serving PA & NJ since 2005

JUST STUMPS
STUMP GRINDING
H

Promote your business or service in the 

Doylestown OBSERVER
215-702-3405
emcnamee@orourkemediagroup.com
www.OMGLocalLife.com

Erica McNameeO’ROURKE MEDIA GROUP

NEXT EDITION DEADLINE

week of May 12th
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Tree, Landscape & Plant Health Specialists
Residential • Commercial

Pruning & Shaping
Trimming • Removal

Stump Grinding • Crane Service
Bucket Truck Service • Spider Lift

Tree Planting • Lawn Care
Tree Inventory & Management Plan

Tree Safety & Health Inspection
Insect & Disease Management

Cabling & Bracing
Lot & Land Cleaning

Fertilization & Soil Care
Deer Management • Drought Service

PAYMENT OPTIONS AVAILABLE

215-322-8394 www.mcilvainetree.com

Scott McIlvaine #PD-2092A

10% OFF
of any service of $1,000 or more. 

Expires 12/31/25

Will meet or beat any competitors written offer

30+ Years of Experience  •  Fully Insured  •  Affordable

Call or 
visit our 

website for a 

FREE
ESTIMATE


