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Dear Readers:

The Advance’s staff is delighted to welcome you to the
2025 issue of the Hometown Reflections. Over the past
few months, we have been working diligently to create and
design this publication highlighting just a handful of things
that make Drew County/Monticello such a great place to
live. We hope you enjoy this year’s edition.

Sincerely, Advance Staff
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Your Hometown

Newspaper since 1870!

155 Years of Businessll 154 Years of Businessfl 138 Years of Businessf§ 115 Years of Business

Drew County

Farm Bureau

656 Barkada Rd.  (870) 367-8585
sfbli.com * afbic.com

The mission of Vera Lloyd is to heal, prepare and
empower children, youth and families in need.

105 Years of Businessfll 102 Years of Businessfl 97 Years of Business | 79 Years of Business

Stqoﬁenson -Dearman
Funeral
ﬂ-(ome Inc.

943 Hwy 425 North, Monticello
WWW. Stgpﬁensond’earman com

870-367-2451

61 Years of Business | 57 Years of Business | 53 Years of Business | 51 Years of Business

RAY’S
718 HWY 278 W
367-3292

SAMMY MULLIS
INSURANCE

ON THE SQUARE
PO Box 1100 « Monticello, AR 71657
smullis@ccc-cable.net
870-367-2431
Fax 870-367-1241

In case of an emergency, dial 911 and
ask for

MONTICELLO
AMBULANCE
SERVICE, INC.

325 W Shelfon « 367-7384
Scott & Sherry Carson
Owners

(alonial Steak
Honze

111 W 8th « Pine Bluff, AR
(870) 536-3488
Allison Hall, Owner
Open Tues - Sat 5-9

45 Years of Business | 41 Years of Business | 36 Years of Business | 33 Years of Business

Griffin

Heating, Air & Electric, LLC

542 W Gaines - Monticello
Office & After Hours: 870-367-6531
HVACR 2459070 M9419

ANNSWOOD APARTMENTS
RETIREMENT CENTER
570 W. Conrad
Monticello, AR 71655

Phone: 870-367-5967

ELECTRICAL SUPPLY

112 South Edwards * 870-367-8676

367-2436
190 Wilson Mill Rd.

31 Years of Business l 31 Years of Business | 30 Years of Business

Select

CONCRETE CO,, L.L.C.

206 S. Hyatt © Monticello, AR
870-367-8522

Veterinary Services, Inc.

1054 Hwy 425 S.  Monticello
870-367-5242
Mon-Wed. & Fri. ® 7:30a - 5:30pm
Thurs. ‘fil 8:30pm For YOUR CONVENIENCE!

MONTICELLO

Monday-Friday 6 a.m.-5 p.m.
367-5896 * 572 W. Gaines

30 Years of Business

Monticello Region
Ashley, Bradley, Calhoun, Chicot,
Desha and Drew Counties



ADVANCE-MONTICELLONIAN

PAGE 5 ¢ HOMETOWN REFLECTIONS 2025

MAJORS
FOREST &
LAWN

314 E. Gaines * 870-367-1146

28 Years of Business l| 26 Years of Business | 23 Years of Business | 22 Years of Business

Dr. Jay
Connelley, MD

26 years
practicing in
Monticello

REINHART

FAMILY HEALTHCARE
1222 Old Warren Rd., Suite B

870-460-9777

8:00 AM - 5:00 PM Monday-Friday

Discount
MERCHANDISE

460-0038 * 206 N Main Street
Open Mon - Sat 9:00 a.m. - 5:30 p.m.

19 Years of Business | 15 Years of Business

SouthLast Emergency
Medlical Services, Inc.

Office 870-367-2300
For emergencies call 911 & request SEEMS
503 W Gaines * P.O. Box 714
Monticello
Lyle Welch, Owner/Operator
southeastems@sbcglobal.net

103 South Edwards ® 367-1975

15 Years of Business | 15 Years of Business

VIEW

1052 OLD WARREN RD.
MONTICELLO, AR 71655
870-367-0044 + 870-367-5695 fax

yimainlinehealth
MONTICELLO CLINIC
535 Jordan Drive
Monticello, AR

870-367-MAIN (6246)
www.mainlinehealth.net

10 Years of Business | 9 Years of Business 9 Years of Business 9 Years of Business

oo StateFarm
MARK GRAY

INSURANCE & FINANCIAL SERVICES
372 Hwy 425 N « Monticello
367-6261

PATRICK'S

SPEE-D-LUBE
502 Hwy 425 S
Monticello, AR

MONTICELLO DIVISION
211 Old Troy Rd.
Monticello, AR

Dairy Queen Monticello
dqarkansas.com 870-460-9009 « 266 US 425
Find us on facebook: Dairy Queen-Monticello, AR

7 Years of Business 6 Years of Business 4 Years of Business 2 Years of Business

Wedding & Event Center
283 Wilson Mill Rd
www.theridgeonwilsonmill.com
theridgeonwilsonmill@yahoo.com
870-723-4908 « 870-367-5058

PATRICK'S

AUTO WASH

125 Westgate Drive
Monticello, AR

Pomeroy’s Hometown Ace
500 Hwy 425 N * Monticello
(870) 412-4860

600 US 425 N, Suite B, Monticello, AR, 71655 « 870-224-4322
www.wilkersonre.com

For information about this publication and/or advertising rates, call (870) 367-5325. This publication was pro-

duced by Drew County Newspapers, Inc, Copyright 2025. Reproduction in whole or part of this publication

without expressed written consent of the publisher is prohibited. The publisher assumes no responsibility for errors

or omissions.



PAGE 6 * HOMETOWN REFLECTIONS 2025 ADVANCE-MONTICELLONIAN




ADVANCE-MONTICELLONIAN PAGE 7 * HOMETOWN REFLECTIONS 2025

BBQ ¢ BURGERS CATFISH e SALADS

DAILY SPECIALS e DINE IN OR CARRY OUT S : :I : : M—LH : : ;EII‘ @
R AY 7 S 2

Proudly/serving/ourneighborslwith!
completelforestiharvesting/services:
JPlantationiThinning,
JHardwoodiThinning;

718 HWY 278 W | 367-3292 StHarvest/Cuts)

MON.-TUES. 9-10 ¢ WED. 9-11 e THURS. 9-11
FRL-SAT. 9-12  SUN. 9-11 0%fice)(8Z0)136:72856aLIPIOSBoxY758g3Von ticello|

Monticello Region | Ashley, Bradley, Calhoun, Chicot, Desha and Drew Counties

Adding Life to Each and Every Day

990 Highway 425 North Monticello, AR 71655
P: 870-367-9008 | F: 870-367-9098 | TF: 800-479-0756

Working for Family Farmers

Arkansas Farm Bureau connects consumers with the farmers and ranchers who work hard every day to provide the world with food,
fiberandshelter. ArkansasFarmBureauspeaksoutontheissuesthatmattertofarmers,ranchersandrural communitiesinthehalls of
government and shares the latest news, facts and stories about agriculture in Arkansas.

Arkansas Farm Bureau’s Mission:
* Advocate the interests of agriculture in the public arena
* Disseminate information concerning the
value and importance of agriculture
* Provide products and services which
improve the quality of life for our members

8002863259278 k310-3 618585 AW ificom
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Main Street Art Gallery expands community
impact with creative camps for kids

By Jerr McDoNALD
editor@monticellonews.net

Since opening its doors almost three years
ago, Main Street Art Gallery has offered lo-
cal artists of all ages a place to learn about
art and share their work with the commu-
nity.

“Our original concept was to provide
a place in Monticello where local artists
could showcase their work,” gallery own-
er Stephen Coburn said. “Over time, it has
morphed. We currently house three sepa-
rate entities here; the gallery, my photog-
raphy business, SCoburn Images, and our
non-profit, Art Education Opportunities
(AEO).”

Coburn added that on top of the main
gallery and the 16 artists whose work is fea-
tured, the gallery now offers pottery classes,
and through their Friday night and Saturday
classes the gallery sees most of their action.

Through AEO, the gallery offers another
service to the community, one focused on
introducing local children to the arts.

“We do two different types of art camps
throughout the year,” Coburn said. “One is a
pretty major event for us, it is our week-long
camp which we usually hold around June.”

Coburn said the kids usually range from
five to 15 years in age, and there are usually
25-35 kids present each day.

“We have lessons each day, it’s not a just
show up and do whatever you want type of
thing,” Coburn added. “At one of the camps
they studied a different artist each day and
their project each day was to make some-
thing in that artist’s style.”

The other camps offered at the gallery are

one-day camps.

“We do these camps whenever the kids
are out of school,” Coburn said. “We do this
because we know that even though the kids
are out of school, the parents aren’t always
off work. We try to provide activities when-
ever there is no school.”

These day camps usually consist of one
of two activities, they will either be able to
paint ceramics or paint on canvas, depend-
ing on the camp.

“These day camps have been very well
accepted by the community,” Coburn said.
“We have our regulars who come in for ev-
erything that we offer. We feel like these
camps are a way to meet a community
need.”

“I volunteered at the Main Street Art
Camps because I believe it is important to
give children the opportunity to learn about
and create artwork,” volunteer Adrien Rich-
ard said when asked why these camps are
important and needed in the community.
“The mind of a child is beautiful and their
ideas for creativity are limitless. Whether or
not the child pursues a creative profession
in their adult life, I hope the Main Street Art
Camps spark an interest in the child’s devel-
opment of a creative outlet.”

“We are aware that in many places, for-
tunately not Monticello, art programs have
been cut in schools. Our kids are fortunate,
from Kindergarten all the way through
UAM, they have access to great education in
the arts,” Coburn said.

The cost of the camps is different, as
should be expected. The day camps typical-
ly run $30 and cover gallery time, instruc-

BON E S 726 Hwy 278 W
AUTO PARTS 3672456
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tion, and all of the supplies used during
the camp. The week-long camps run $100
per day. The higher price accounts for this
camp being five full days of time at the gal-
lery, and increased amounts of supplies.
AEO helps cover some of the addition-
al costs that may unexpectedly come up
during the camps, as well as fund a cou-
ple of scholarships to UAM. All AEO funds
are supplied through donors, or “Friends
of Art” as they are affectionately known.
If any readers would like to join the ranks
and help Main Street Art and AEO contin-
ue providing these opportunities, you can
contact Main Street Art Gallery or Stephen

Coburn via Facebook Messenger for more
details.

Through its art camps and commu-
nity-driven initiatives, Main Street Art
Gallery continues to enrich Monticello by
providing young people with the tools and
inspiration to explore their creativity. As
the gallery grows and evolves, it remains
committed to fostering a love of the arts
in the next generation. With ongoing sup-
port from the community, these camps
will continue to provide invaluable oppor-
tunities for children to learn, create, and
discover the limitless potential of their
imagination.

SERVING SOUTHEAST ARKANSAS

A legacy of care: Griffin
Heating and Air

By JoanNA PooLE
reporter@theeagledemocrat.com

Recently, I had the privilege of sitting
down with Tyler and Kayla Griffin, to learn
about Griffin Heating and Air, a local busi-
ness that has stood the test of time.

Founded in 1980 by Tyler’s grandfather,
Richard Griffin, the business has weath-
ered changing technologies and economic
downturns, and it’s clear why this fami-
ly-owned operation continues to thrive to-
day.

Tyler, the current owner, is no strang-
er to hard work. Though he didn’t start
the business, he has continued the legacy
with passion and dedication. Tyler took
over Griffin Heating and Air in December
of 2017 after his grandfather’s passing, ini-
tially stepping in to keep things going until
a more permanent decision was made. But
what started as a temporary arrangement
became a lifelong commitment to a busi-
ness that has become integral to the com-
munity and surrounding areas.

The evolution of the heating and air con-
ditioning industry has been remarkable,

and Tyler was quick to reflect on how far
things have come since his grandfather
opened the business. In the early days,
Richard could carry just five or six parts in
his truck and still resolve most customer is-
sues. There were no cell phones, tablets, or
high-tech diagnostics—only pagers, radios,
and a lot of elbow grease. The shift from
older air conditioning systems to the smart
motors that are now the norm is just one
example of how the industry has adapted
to meet the needs of the modern world. But
through it all, one thing has remained con-
stant: the focus on the customer.

That focus on people is the secret that
has kept Griffin Heating and Air in busi-
ness for a little over four decades. Tyler’s
approach to customer service is simple yet
profound: treat others how you want to be
treated. That ethic permeates every aspect
of the business—from the moment a call
is answered to the repair job that follows.
When customers reach out, they don’t just
get a service; they get a commitment. Tyler
and his team take the time to listen, solve
problems, and, perhaps most importantly,

See GRIFFIN Page 12

MEET THE WILKERSON REAL ESTATE COMPANY TEAM

Wilkerson Real Estate Company is serving all of southeast
Arkansas with our office in downtown Monticello. We are your
Premium Real Estate Company.

We lead our clients through the process of Buying or Selling all types
of real estate. Our Agents have what it takes to get the job done, and
we get results! We provide top-notch marketing through using the latest
technology, Market Research, and continuing to educate ourselves.
WE ALSO BUY HOUSES AND LAND!

We are always looking to add to our real estate portfolio
and would love to discuss any opportunity you bring in!

We are Locally owned and we look forward to helping the people of
southeast Arkansas! We are a company that plans to grow by doing
exceptional work for our clients.

Elise Wilkerson
Office Manager/Owner

Connor Wilkerson
Broker - Owner

Shawna Thaxton
Executive Broker

www.wilkersonre.com

Season Hunter Kaleb Dalila
Nichols Wilkerson Williams Pedroza
600 US 425 N, Suite B, Monticello, AR, 71655 ¢ 870-224-4322 Sales Agent Sales Agent Sales Agent Sales Agent
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- Shart tevm in-patient rehab with private rohab suites
- Oceupational therapy
- Speech. therapy

ESTATES

REHABILITATION AND CARE CENTER
1052 OLD WARREN RD. * MONTICELLO, AR 71655 * 870-367-0044 + 870-367-5695 fax

BELLE

The Best Brands Under One Roof

Pomeroy’s Hometown Ace
500 Hwy 425 N « Monticello

(870) 412-4860
Mon-Fri 8AM-6PM
Sat 8AM-5PM ¢ Sun 12PM-5PM

2024 Monticello-Drew Co. Readers’ Choice

FIRST PLACE HARDWARE STORE
SECOND PLAGE ALL AROUND BUSINESS

SECOND PLACE PRINT STORE - SECOND PLACE PLUMBING SUPPLY
SECOND PLACE APPLIANCE STORE - SECOND PLACE ELECTRICAL SUPPLY
THIRD PLACE BUILDING SUPPLY - THIRD PLACE GIFT SHOP
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GOAL

HVACR
2459070 M9419

Heating, Air
& Electri¢, LLC

Serving Monticello,
Drew County & Surrounding Areas
for over 40 years

542 W. Gaines St. Monticello
870-367-6531

PATRICK'S
SPEE-D-LUBE

502 Hwy 425 S Monticello, AR

WE'RE YOUR

) | cHOICE

Thank You for letting us be your #1 Choice!
*HOIL CHANGE +*1CAR WASH

#1 Auto Service Dept.
#3 Auto Mechanic (David Patrick)

[25 Westgate Drive Monticello, AR

PATRICK’S
AUTO WASH
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GRIFFIN

Continued from Page 9

go the extra mile.

Kayla went on to give examples of how
Tyler has gone above and beyond to make
sure that people are taken care of.

“When he says that, he truly means it,”
Kayla added. “There have been a few times
in the 13 years we've been married when
Tyler’s gotten out of bed in the middle of
the night because someone’s power went
out. One time, someone had just brought
a newborn home, and it was cold, and their
heat was out. It’s equal to emergency work,
and you have to go. Just because it’s five
o’clock doesn’t mean he stops working.”

This commitment to service is a rarity
in today’s fast-paced world, where many
businesses prioritize efficiency over rela-
tionships.

One local sentiment that resonates with
me is the idea that I'd rather have a good
product and great service than the other
way around. Tyler Griffin embodies this
philosophy. He values quality and reliabili-
ty, but he also understands the importance
of being there for his customers, no matter
the time of day or the weather outside.

But there’s more to Griffin Heating and
Air than just great customer service. Loyal-
ty, a trait often overlooked in today’s world
of fleeting business transactions, is one of

the pillars on which this company stands.

“You can’t buy loyalty,” Tyler said, and
it’s clear he lives by that statement every
day. His dedication to treating customers
fairly and honestly has created a loyal cus-
tomer base that trusts him and his team to
take care of their homes and families.

That loyalty was put to the test during
the global pandemic of 2020. Like many
businesses, Griffin Heating and Air faced
challenges as the world shut down. At a
time when people were hesitant to let any-
one into their homes, Tyler maintained his
reputation for honesty and transparency,
ensuring customers knew exactly what to
expect in terms of service delays and safety
measures. Despite the increased workload,
Tyler and his team didn’t compromise on
the quality of service.

Even today, as Griffin Heating and Air
faces the challenge of finding qualified
workers, the essence of what makes the
business special remains: a commitment to
people. While larger corporations may of-
fer the promise of bigger teams and faster
service, they often lack the personal touch
that Tyler and his family provide. When
you call Griffin Heating and Air, you're
not just getting a job done; you're getting
someone who understands your needs and
is invested in your well-being. It’s a rare
find in today’s world, and it’s the reason
Griffin Heating and Air has been successful
for as long as it has.

* Professional Groomer

The Right Vet

For Your Pet

* Boarding * Complete Hospital Facility
¢ Emergency Treatment ® Surgical Services ® Dentistry
o Spay & Neuter ® Vaccinations ® X-Ray/Lab Services
* Digital Radiology ® Heartworm Prevention
o Flea/Tick Prevention ® Preventative Health Care
¢ Hill’s Science Diet/Prescription Diets ¢ Large Animal Farm Calls
* In-House Coggins Test ® Equine Dentistry

Carinsiodsmallfandilargefanimals

Serving Your

Veterinary Needs

Tyler Griffin, his family, and his team
are more than just local business own-
ers—they are part of the community.
Their work goes beyond air condition-
ers and furnaces. They provide peace of
mind, knowing that when something goes
wrong, there is someone you can count on
to make things right. Griffin Heating and
Air is more than a business. It’s a legacy

Courtesy photo

of care, dedication, and service that con-
tinues to make small-town life just a little
bit better.

It’s hard to find a business that has been
around for as long as Griffin Heating and
Air, and after hearing their story, I have
no doubt that they’ll continue to serve our
community for many more years to come.

VOTED #1 CONCRETE COMPANY!

for over 30 years

Veterinary Services, Inc.
367-5242 - 1054 Hwy 425 S - Monticello

monticello CONCRETE GO, L.L.G.

LOCATIONS THROUGHOUT SOUTHEAST ARKANSAS:
Warren * McGehee * Dumas ¢ Star City

367-8522
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Monticello School District opens Billie Arena

By Jerr McDoNALD
editor@monticellonews.net

In December 2024, the Monticello
School District held the grand opening of
the newly constructed Billie Arena with
the Beth Maxwell Memorial Classic tour-
nament.

According to Superintendent Sandra
Lanehart, the new arena is 51,841 square
feet. The total capacity is 2,681 people,
with stadium-style seating available for
2,001, according to Athletic Director Blair
Brown.

“In February 2022, the voters of Drew
County voted to extend the district’s con-
struction bond,” Lanehart said. “These
funds have been used to construct a stu-
dent parking lot, new tennis courts, and
the Billie Arena. Patrons were able to en-
joy the 2024-2025 basketball season in
comfortable stadium seating.”

The arena played host to the 8-4A Re-
gional Conference Tournament February
26-March 1. Unfortunately, both the Bil-
lies and Lady Billies teams were eliminat-
ed in the first round. When asked if the
arena was adequate for hosting this type
of tournament Brown gave the following
reply.

“The arena, the building itself, did
meet the requirements to host a Region-
al, and would do the same for a State
tournament,” Brown said. “What made
our tournament such a huge success was
the people! We had staff and community
members volunteer countless hours. They
went out of their way to make this tour-
nament the best it could be. Our student
hosts and workers were outstanding.”

“The seating, music, concessions, video,
and hospitality rooms were first class,”
Brown added. “Our guests told us how
well they were treated by our students and
volunteers. That makes the difference and
is part of what sets the Monticello School
District apart.”

Lanehart and Brown were also eager to
point out that Billie Arena has the poten-
tial to make a huge impact on Monticello
and Drew County.

“Billie Arena will allow Monticello
School District to host more Regional
and State basketball tournaments in the
future,” Lanehart said. “This will bring
people in from all over the state and have
a positive impact on our community and

Photo by Jeff McDonald

our economy.”

“The impact on our community will be
huge,” Brown added. “We will host bas-
ketball tournaments each year. The teams
and the fans will stay in our hotels, shop

Courtesy photo

in town, and eat at our restaurants. We,
the Monticello School District, have the
finest venue in the state of Arkansas, for

See ARENA Page 16

* COOPER
TIRE DEALER

* OIL CHANGES

« A/C SERVICE

* FRONT END
ALIGNMENT

* TUNE UPS

* ROTATIONS

* BRAKES

* TIRES

* FLATS

MONTIGELLO

870-367-5896 572 West Gaines
Monticello, AR 71655
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SUNDAY BIBLE CLASS: 9:30
SUNDAY AM WORSHIP:
10:30

WITHIU'S

SUNDAY PM WORSHIP: 5:00
WEDNESDAY PM STUDY:
6:30

870-367-3919
2078 HWY 425N

From head to toe,
Heslfihcare you can trust!

T he perfect balance of
health & care for you and your famaly.

Jeffrey Reinhart,
M.D.

8 AM - 5 PM Mon - Friday

1222 Old Warren Rd.,
Suite B
870-460-9777

DISGOUNT

On the Square
Downtown

Monticello
Hours: Mon - Sat
9:00 a.m.- 5:30 p.m.
460-0038

HARDWOOD FLOORING

FAMILY OWNED & OPERATED SINCE 1992

190 Wilson Mill Road | Monticello, Arkansas 71655
Phone 870-367-2436 | Fax 870-367-2968

www.maxwellhardwoodflooring.com
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1222 Old Warren Rd,,
Suite A
870-460-9001

Your Health is Our
Mission

» Annual Wellness
MARK GRAY = Sports Physical
INSURANCE & FINANCIAL » Preventative Health
SERVICES - Weight Management
372 Hwy 425 N
Monticello
367-6261

Jay R. Connelley, M.D.

4th generation family Fn%grgomer;%"‘]’cgr Serving Southeast Arkansas

with dignity, distinction
owned and operated 97 YE ARS and respect since 1928.

Steyﬁenson-@emman Funeral ﬂ-ﬁ)me, Inc.

943 Q—(wy 425 ‘)\fortﬁ, Monticello + www.stqoﬁensoncfea1”maxn,co1'n ¢ 870-367-2451

Our yﬁones are answered Ey a stcﬁ member '
24 hours a cfay, 7 cfays a week; no answem’ng services.
A one-stop sﬁcy ﬁamffing every detail in-house incfucfing cemetery work, ﬂowers,

customized ﬁmem[ programs, video triﬁutes, Eanners, yortmits, etc.
‘_Payment Jofans tailored to any 6udget.
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ARENA

Continued from Page 13
a district our size. That creates pride and
demonstrates the commitment we have in
our district and our commitment to our
students.”

Lanehart said the following in terms of
the commitment Brown mentioned.

“MSD is committed to providing exem-
plary educational facilities. The history
of the district is witness to this commit-
ment. The district enjoys the advantage
of a supportive community in terms of
willingness to pay their share for the pro-

vision of outstanding facilities, whether
academic, administrative, or athletic.”

“Billie Arena will allow MSD to host
graduations and other school events, as
well as community events, in a comfort-
able, climate-controlled environment,”
Lanehart added when asked about other
uses for Billie Arena.

Billie Arena is a state-of-the-art facility
that is sure to have a positive impact on
both the Monticello School District and
the community as a whole. If given the
opportunity, stop in for a visit, you will
not be disappointed.

Photos by Jeff McDonald

AGFC and Red Hills Fishery deliver Titan Maxx
Largemouths to Lake Monticello

FiLe sToryY BY JErFF McDoNALD
editor@monticellonews.net

On Friday, May 3, Arkansas Game and
Fish Commission Director Austin Booth,
along with other representatives from
AFGC, and representatives from Red Hills
Fishery, located in Boston, Ga., met at the
Hunger Run Access at Lake Monticello for
a special presentation. Despite the rainy
weather, there was a good number of peo-
ple in attendance.

“I can assure you that this rain is not in-
dicative of our level of excitement for be-
ing here,” Booth stated. “This is a big day
for the state of Arkansas and for Southeast
Arkansas especially.”

“In 2022, we set out on a journey called
Natural State Tomorrow,” Booth added.
“One of the goals of Natural State Tomor-
row was to align the efforts of the AGFC
with the interest of Arkansans. Sounds
pretty simple right? One of the results of

that has been basically thinking compre-
hensively about how we do better by Black
Bass Anglers.”

Booth continued by stating that Bass
anglers have a significant impact on the
economy in the state. The US Fish and
Wildlife Services estimates that the exact
impact is roughly $1.3 billion. Booth noted
that this is a lot of money, and it is because
Bass angling matters to a lot of people.

“When we thought about how we are go-
ing to do better by our Black Bass anglers,
to elevate the Black Bass experience that
we have in Arkansas, we thought about
two things, Booth said. “First, the quality
of the fish that we have, and then the qual-
ity of the habitat we are providing for the
fish. Where these two things come togeth-
er is where the AGFC is trying extremely
hard to improve what we have for the ben-
efit of the people.”

Booth then showed a bucket of finger-
ling Largemouth Bass and announced that

they were of the Titan Maxx strain.

“These little guys come to us from Red
Hills Fishery. They may look small now,
but every single one of them has the ge-

Photo by Jeff McDonald

netic potential to become absolute mon-
ster Bass that people will come from all
across the country to fish for,” Booth said.
“These fish have more high quality genetic
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markers than any other fish in the country.
These fish, for the first time today, will be
stocked in Lake Monticello. This is import-
ant for one reason, this is the first time in
the history of our country that a fish with
these genetic qualities will be stocked in
public waters. This is big for the state of
Arkansas, but it is also a big moment for
the Black Bass community as a whole.”

“We could say a lot about Lake Monti-
cello and it’s history and why it’s under
renovation. What is most important is
where we're going from here,” Booth stat-
ed. “When we thought about which body
of water in Arkansas was going to receive
fish of this nature, Lake Monticello was
the perfect place. The reason isn’t just the
amount of habitat improvement that has
been done, or the infrastructure improve-
ments that have been made. The most
important factor for us was the commu-
nity that Lake Monticello serves. We are
thrilled about this, we wish the rain would
have cooperated, but as they say, ‘the fish
don’t care about the rain’.”

Representatives from Red Hills Fishery
then spoke to educate everyone on what
makes the Titan Maxx strain so special.
Red Hills is a fishery that solely focuses on
Largemouth Bass, more specifically, the
DNA and genetics of the species. With the
Titan Maxx, they have found the fish with
the best possible genetics and spawned
them which has never been done.

“We are super excited today because
since day one, we've had a great vision of
not only helping private lake owners but
the public fishermen as well,” Steven from
Red Hills stated. “Today is the very first
time that Titan Bass are going into a pub-
lic body of water. This is monumental not
only for you guys, but Red Hills as well.
This has been a long time vision for us.”

Steven added that in the Titan Maxx
strain they have not only studied the ge-
netic markers, but they have also found

DNA that is indicative of growing trophy
bass.

Red Hills stated that in an average body
of water, approximately one percent of the
native fish have the genetics and DNA to
reach trophy status. With the Titan Maxx,
every single fish is representative of that
one percent, 100 percent of them have the
ability and potential to become a once in a
lifetime catch.

In an ideal setting, such as Lake Monti-
cello, Titan Maxx are expected to grow at

Photos by Jeff McDonald

least two pounds per year, but have been
recorded growing as large as three pounds
per year in smaller private lakes. This is
impressive because a one pound per year
growth rate is considered successful for
native Largemouths.

9,250 Titan Maxx were dispersed
throughout Lake Monticello today. An ad-
ditional 12,950 will stocked in the coming
months, bringing the total to 22,000 po-
tential trophies swimming in Lake Monti-
cello.
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PO Box 1890
Monticello, AR 71657
870-367-3076
www.monticelloedc.org

Nita McDaniel,
Executive Director

For Special
Occasions Or For

ANY
OCCASION

Established
in 1974

Qolonial Steak House

111 W 8th « Pine Bluff, AR «
Allison Hall, Owner « Open Tues - Sat 5-9

(870) 536-3488

Eromifaucet

103 South Edwards ® 367-1975
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Grimes named UAM Vice Chancellor for University
Advancement and Alumni Engagement

SpeciAL To THE ADVANCE (FILE STORY)

The University of Arkansas at
Monticello (UAM) has announced
the appointment of Dr. Landon
Grimes as vice chancellor for Uni-
versity Advancement and Alumni
Engagement.

Dr. Grimes, a Monticello native
and 1998 graduate of Drew Cen-
tral High School, has sixteen years
of combined experience in both
public and higher education. His
career in education began at Mon-
ticello Intermediate School as a
fifth grade teacher for three years
before returning to UAM as the
training coordinator for the Arkan-
sas Small Business and Technology
Development Center. He returned
to Monticello Middle School to
teach seventh grade English for
two years and then became the
assistant principal at the middle
school for two years. He moved
to central Arkansas for five years,

where he served as the junior high
principal at Harmony Grove in
Haskell, before returning to UAM.
In 2021, he became the partnership
coordinator for the UAM School of
Education and later served as the
assistant dean for the school.

Dr. Grimes earned multiple de-
grees from UAM, including a Bach-
elor of Arts in English degree in
2008, a Master of Arts in Teaching
degree in 2009 and a Master of
Educational Leadership degree in
2014. He also earned an Education
Specialist degree from Arkansas
State University in 2019 and a Doc-
torate of Education degree from
Harding University in 2023.

“Dr. Grimes is a graduate of UAM
with a proven history of leadership
as a principal, and most recently,
as the assistant dean in the School
of Education at UAM,” Dr. Peggy
Doss, chancellor of UAM, said. “He
has a deep love for the universi-

ty and is committed to its growth
and success. His enthusiasm and
loyalty will serve UAM well as he
connects with alumni and works to
advance the university’s mission.
We are so pleased to have him as a
vice chancellor at UAM.”

“As vice chancellor, I'm eager to
work alongside our talented team
to strengthen UAM’s connections
with alumni and secure resources
that empower our institution to
thrive,” Dr. Grimes said. “We have
a vibrant community of alumni,
and I believe by nurturing these
relationships, we can harness their
collective passion and support
to propel UAM to even greater
heights. I am truly humbled by this
incredible opportunity and excited
to embark on this new chapter with
the passionate UAM community.
Go Weevils!”

Dr. Grimes’ appointment began
March 1, 2024.

CITY MODERNIZES EMERGENCY RESPONSE CAPABILITIES

WITH NEW FIRE TRUCK

Photo courtesy of Mayor Jason Akers

SPECIAL TO THE ADVANCE

“Our citizens and our first responders
both deserve the best and most capable
equipment available,” Mayor Jason Akers
said. “We are proud of our Fire Department
to deliver that.”

The City of Monticello enhanced its capa-
bilities with a new addition to the fleet of fire
and rescue vehicles that arrived last year for
service. The new truck is a 2024 Pierce BXP
pumper truck, situated on a Freightliner
M2-106 chassis. It possesses the capabili-

ty to disperse 1250 gallons per minute and
boasts a 1000 gallon tank.

The truck is outfitted with all needed
equipment and tools needed for being self
sustained on a fire scene. The truck will re-
place a 1999 model truck that had become
prone to maintenance issues. Monticello
Fire Department Chief Eric Chisom over-
saw the design of the vehicle to ensure the
finished product met the needs of the com-
munity and capabilities of the Fire Depart-
ment.




ADVANCE-MONTICELLONIAN

PAGE 19 * HOMETOWN REFLECTIONS 2025

ARBY’S HAS GRAND OPENING; RIBBON CUTTING

MEDDERS FUNERAL HOME NOW OPEN

File photo by Ashley Hogg

Medders Funeral Home in Monticello is now open and ready to serve the community. “We are so
excited and very grateful for the opportunity to serve the families of the Monticello area. The out-
pouring of support has been overwhelming and very much appreciated. Our first official office day
was Friday, March 22, 2024. Our office hours are Monday-Friday 9 a.m.-5 p.m., Saturday & Sunday
closed unless we are serving families.”

REMODELED AND READY TO SERVE

File photo by Jeff McDonald

Breaker held a Grand Re-Opening ribbon cutting at noon on Friday, August 16. Mayor Jason Akers
wrote a proclamation honoring the Reese family for their resilience in the face of adversity. Clarissa
Pace honored the Reese family on behalf of the local NAACP chapter for having the longest black
owned business in Drew County with over 40 years of service. Monticello’s Breaker is a Drew County
landmark, and the only Breaker Drive-In remaining in the United States. Breaker opened to the public
at noon on Saturday, August 18.

File photos by Jeff McDonald

Above left: Many local dignitaries, along with Arby’s regional management were on hand for the
ribbon cutting which took place at 9:30 a.m. on Thursday, January 4, 2024.

Above right: The first 25 patrons to dine in during Arby’s grand opening received free Arby’s for a
year. The line started at 3:30 a.m., and the final members of the 25 showed up around 7 a.m.
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ANNSWOOD APARTMENTS
RETIREMENT CENTER

Handicapped, efficiency &

one bedroom apartments

When available

A family’s annual income must not exceed program income limits.
Limits are very low and extremely low incomes.
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PHONE . 870_3 67_5967 For more information write or call: Tracy Ballard, Office Manager,
L]

Equal Housing Opportunities.
570 W. Conrad | Monticello, AR 71655

1-800-285-1131
annswood@ccc-cable.net Arkansas Relay Service TTY

Start here. Go far.

211 0Id Troy Rd - Monticello, AR 71655 - 870-224-7138

The mission of Vera Lloyd is to heal,
prepare and empower children, youth
and families in need.

Annie B. Wells Campus
745 Old Warren Rd. - Monticello, AR 71655

870-367-9035




Wedding & Event Center
283 Wilson Mill Rd
www.theridgeonwilsonmill.com
theridgeonwilsonmill@yahoo.com

870-723-4908 « 870-367-5058
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