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New elected officials sworn in at Drew County Courthouse

January 1, 2023 began a new term for many elected officials in Monticello and Drew County. Pictured here is Judge
Gibson during the official swearing in of Drew County Sheriff Tim Nichols (top left), Drew County Judge Jessie Griffin
(top center), Monticello Mayor Jason Akers (top right), Drew County Clerk Stephanie Chisom (bottom left), Drew
County Quorum Court members (bottom center), and Monticello Police Department Chief Carlos Garcia (bottom
right). These and other officials that were sworn in are featured on our website, www.advancemonticellonian.com.

Photos by Melissa Orrell

STANDING WATER CAUSED BY MONDAY’S STORM

Ashley Hogg/Advance Monticellonian

Water and debris lined the streets of Monticello after a large thunder-

storm rolled through the county.

MPD investigating
shooting on Hwy 278

SPECIAL TO THE ADVANCE

According to Monticello Police Chief, Carlos
Garcia, on January 3, 2023, at approximate-
ly 4:28 a.m., the Monticello Police Department
received a call reporting a disturbance at a resi-
dence on U.S. Highway 278 East.

Officers arrived at the residence to find two
juvenile victims suffering from gunshot wounds.
One victim was seen by medical personnel and
one victim was transported to Drew Memorial
Health System in Monticello by medical person-
nel where the victim succumbed to their inju-
ries.

At this time, two persons of interest are in cus-
tody. The investigation is still ongoing. Anyone
with information pertaining to this incident is
asked to call the Monticello Police Department
at 870-367-3411.

FIRST BABY OF THE NEW YEAR BORN JAN. 3

Photos courtesy of Drew Memorial Health System

Mother Erica Mata (center), Dr. Chapman, Auxilian Barbara Brown, Chelsea Gulledge and
Melissa Chapman, in celebration of baby boy Reece Owen Mata, the first baby born in the
Olivia Faith Beebe Nursery at Drew Memorial Health System in 2023.
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COMMUNITY CALENDAR

UPCOMING

THURSDAY, JANUARY 19

Common Ground AR to speak at Rotary Club

The Monticello Rotary Club meets at noon on Thursdays in the
Gibson Center at UAM. Thursday, January 19, representatives from
Common Ground AR will address the club. The public is invited to
attend.

ONGOING

Free community yoga class

Every third Thursday, from November to March, a free communi-
ty yoga class will be offered from 5:30 to 6:30 p.m. at Monticello
Coffee Company. Props and mats are available for use. Everyone is
invited to attend and enjoy yoga, hot tea and coffee sponsored by

Woodside Medical, hosted by MoCoCo and led by Maci Edwards.
City recycling guidelines

Each Wednesday, barring a catastrophe, the city of Monticello is
accepting recyclable items at the Transfer Station within the follow-
ing guidelines: 1) Cardboard—must be flattened. Not accepted are
cereal boxes, drink can boxes or egg cartons; 2) Plastic bottles—lids
must be removed and the bottles must be bagged. Only No. 1 and
No. 2 bottles are accepted (the number is located on the bottom of
the bottle). No wide-mouthed bottles can be accepted; 3) Newspa-
pers—bagged or boxed; 4) Aluminum cans—must be bagged. No tin
cans or pet food cans can be accepted; and 5) Shredded office pa-
per—must be bagged. To have recycled items picked up, contact City
Hall at 870-367-4400. Note: Electronics (E-Waste) are accepted at
the city transfer station, 1466 Old Warren Road, but are not eligible
for pick up. The city reminds all citizens to not mix household trash
with recyclable items. The city does not accept glass or any item not
listed above at this time.

Drew County Quorum Court Meeting

The Drew County Quorum Court meets the second Monday of every
month at 6 p.m. in the Monticello District Court, 107 East Jackson
Avenue in Monticello. The public is encouraged to attend.
Monticello City Council Meeting

The Monticello City Council meets the fourth Tuesday of every
month at 6 p.m. in the Sadie T. Johnson Community Building, 707
U.S. Highway 278 East in Monticello. The public is encouraged to
attend.

Support for local schools

Show support for local schools by purchasing a school mascot yard
sign for only $20. All three (University of Arkansas at Monticello
Boll Weevils, Drew Central Pirates and Monticello Billies) may be
purchased for $50. For more information, contact the Monticel-
lo-Drew County Chamber of Commerce at 870-367-6741 or stop by
the chamber office at 335 East Gaines Street.

Borrow a book and hours

The Southeast Arkansas Regional Library, Monticello Branch, 114
West Jefferson Avenue, is open from 9 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. Monday
through Friday and from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. Saturday.

Masks are required while entering, exiting or walking around the
library. Masks may be removed while seated. Social distancing of 6
feet between individuals. Hand sanitizer is available upon entering
the building and at the front desk. Call the library at 870-367-8583.
Fax, copying and printing services are available.

Public WiFi is available inside and from the parking lot. The pass-
word is books2015.

Information and referral outreach office now open

Southeast Arkansas Delta Solutions Community Development
Organization announces the opening of its Information and Referral
Outreach Office, from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. The office will be open Tues-
days only. Services will include but are not limited to, COVID-19 re-
lief information, pharmacy assistance referrals for free and reduced
prescription medications, help with disability applications and other
health and human services needs.

Delta Solutions is a non-profit organization, serving residents in
Ashley, Bradley, Chicot, Desha and Drew counties. It’s primary
focus is Education, Housing, Health and Wellness, Economic Devel-
opment, Community Development, Housing, Food Insecurity, and
Financial Literacy.

The office is located at Revival Center Church’s Business office com-
plex. For service, please use the front entrance at 311 South Pine in
Monticello. For questions or to schedule an appointment, one may
call Mrs. Linda Austin at (870) 740-1093.

AA meetings

The Monticello Winner’s Group of Alcoholics Anonymous meets at
St. Mary’s Episcopal Church, located at 836 N. Hyatt St. in Monti-
cello at 7 p.m. on Wednesdays and Saturdays and 12 noon on Tues-
days and Fridays. The meetings are open. There are no dues or fees.
Andrews Chapel Gemetery

To all concerned that have family or cemetery plots in the Andrews
Chapel Cemetery, please send any updated contact information to:
Andrews Chapel Cemetery Association, C/O Cindy Ferrell, Secre-
tary/Treasurer, 2968 Barkada Road, Wilmar, AR 71675.

VFW Auxiliary

Anyone interested in joining the VFW Auxiliary is asked to contact
Wanda or Melvin Veasey, VFW Commander, at mlvinj.veasey@
yahoo.com or 870-723-4993.

Any relative of a veteran who served overseas in a foreign war is
eligible for membership. Any past members who are still interested
in the Auxiliary are also asked to contact Wanda or Melvin if they
are still interested in being a member.
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Follow important safety guidelines
to enjoy outdoor activities

By ReBekaH HALL
U of A System Division of Agriculture

During the cooler months in Arkansas,
there are many opportunities for outdoor fun,
such as hunting, camping and riding all-ter-
rain vehicles. While enjoying these activities
in the Natural State, it’s important to follow
safety guidelines to avoid accidents and inju-
ries.

Jesse Bocksnick, extension 4-H outdoor
skills coordinator for the University of Arkan-
sas System Division of Agriculture, said safely
operating guns and ATVs can minimize the
risk of accidents.

“Accidents happen — we can’t be 100 per-
cent safe all the time,” Bocksnick said. “But
the main thing is to practice good, safe oper-
ation of ATVs and safe gun handling so that
when an accident does happen, we can mini-
mize it and it’s just a scare — not a tragic sto-
ry that we talk about years later as a teaching
tool.”

Proper firearm handling

When it comes to safe gun handling, Bocks-
nick said three elements are key: muzzle con-
trol, action open and trigger control.

The muzzle is the part of the firearm where

the bullet exits the gun. Keeping the muzzle
pointed in a safe direction at all times can help
prevent accidents or minimize the damage of
an accident.

“Every year it seems like somebody gets
hurt with an ‘empty gun,” and that’s because
they think it’s unloaded, and it’s not,” Bock-
snick said.

The action on a gun is the part where the
ammunition enters the chamber and is then
extracted when the gun is fired. By keeping
the action open, the user indicates to others
that the gun is unloaded until it is time to
shoot.

“When that action is closed, nobody knows
if there’s a bullet in the chamber,” Bocksnick
said. “You just assume that it’s loaded. We as-
sume that all guns are loaded all the time — it
just keeps things safer that way.”

Trigger control means “you keep your fin-
ger off the trigger until your sight is on the
target,” Bocksnick said.

“A lot of folks, especially young folks, when
you hand them a firearm, the first thing they
do is wrap their hand around the grip and
they’ve got a finger on the trigger,” Bocksnick
said. “We don’t want to do that.”

For adults who are excited to introduce

hunting and shooting sports to the young peo-
ple in their lives, Bocksnick said it’s important
to brush up on safety skills, as many adults
develop poor safety habits over time.

“People are usually excited about training
young folks and getting them out there,” he
said. “It’s a family pastime, and they want to
pass that tradition along to their family mem-
bers, but sometimes they have unsafe habits,
or they don’t realize how unsafe they actually
are with a firearm. When they’re talking to
kids and teaching them the basics of hunt-
ing, sometimes they may skip over or take for
granted some of those basic firearm controls.”

When training youth on proper firearm
handling, Bocksnick said another issue is
handing off firearms to young people too
soon.

“If they can’t physically work the action,
hold the gun up, or handle the recoil, they're
too small,” he said. “You need to wait until the
next year, or maybe the year after that. I see
a lot of parents push kids too fast. They want
them to be that hunting buddy so badly that
they give them a little too much responsibility
for their age.”

See SAFETY Page 3A

Senior Center lunch menu: January 4-11

Wednesday: Chicken & dumplings, mixed greens,

cake

beets, cookie

Thursday: Smothered baked porkchop, rice, sweet

peas, sliced pears, roll

Friday: Chicken tenders, mac & cheese, broccoli,

cookie

Monday: Spaghetti w/meat sauce, whole kernel
corn, garlic toast, pears w/cottage cheese

Tuesday: Breaded chicken breast w/country gravy,
mashed potatoes, Cali blend vegetables, banana cake,

roll

Wednesday: Sausage & pintos, white rice, spinach,

Menu is subject to change. All lunches have a

choice of sweet tea and milk. The Senior Cen-

ter serves lunch for citizens 60 and older for $4;

under 60, $5, Monday through Friday from 10
a.m. to 12 p.m., first come, first served. If you

need any information on our senior center,

please call 367-2434.
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SAFETY

Continued from Page 2A

ATV and UTV safety

Riding ATVs and UTVs, or
all-terrain and utility task vehi-
cles, can be a fun way to explore
the outdoors. But these vehicles
can be very dangerous for riders
if not handled safely.

Bocksnick said that for ATVs
and UTVs, the “number one
thing to remember is to wear a
helmet.”

“It is the single most import-
ant piece of safety equipment
that a person — adult or youth
— can wear,” he said. “It must
be a Department of Transporta-
tion-approved helmet.”

It is also critical to follow the
age recommendations of the ve-
hicle’s manufacturer, Bocksnick
said.

“Most ATVs and UTVs are
16 years old and up,” Bocks-
nick said. “Just because a youth
can steer a machine or push
the throttle doesn’t mean they
are capable of driving that ma-
chine. ATVs are ‘rider active’
machines that require the op-
erator to use their body weight
and active movement to prop-
erly ride the machine and make
it handle properly. With UTVs,
if a youth cannot sit in the seat
properly with their back against
the seat, buckled in, and reach
all the controls, they are too
young.”

Bocksnick said a common
misconception about UTVs is
that they are safe for children
because they have a roll bar or
rollover protective structures.
But youth must be buckled in
and using the seatbelts or har-
ness systems for these protec-
tive measures to work.

“Unfortunately, ATV and
UTV accidents are a major
cause of head trauma, death
and major injuries in the state
among youth,” Bocksnick said.
“Youth riding machines they are
not old enough for, not wearing
helmets, or carrying passengers
on ATVs increases this problem
exponentially.”

Hunting and campfire
safety

During hunting season, many
people get injured from their
deer stands. Becky McPeake,
extension professor and wildlife
specialist for the Division of Ag-
riculture, said scouting for the
proper deer stand location be-
fore the hunt is important.

“Find a tree which is strong
enough to support your
weight,” McPeake said. “Some-
times the tree nearest an open-
ing is smaller in diameter, and
it is tempting to use that tree,
but don’t. Be safe.”

BINGO AT VEFW

Every Monday and Friday Night

McPeake said being in good
shape is also key to successful-
ly navigating a deer stand, as it
takes physical strength to get in
and out.

“If there are physical limita-
tions, ground-hunt to be safe,”
she said. “You can build your
own blind using natural fea-
tures or purchase a tent blind.”

Wearing a harness is also
an “essential safety feature”
for those using deer stands,
McPeake said.

“Use a climbing rope, climb
a little higher than your stand,
and slip into the stand,” she
said. “Then, use a rope to lift
or lower your supplies and
your unloaded firearm, and
clip yourself in the tree once in
place.”

Be sure to get plenty of rest
and stay awake while in a deer
stand, and let others know
when heading out for a hunt.

“Tell your family or friends
when you go hunting and when
you expect to return,” McPeake
said. “Leave them a map of
where you will be hunting, since
cell service sometimes doesn’t
work in remote locations.”

While hunting, camping
or simply spending time in
the backyard, campfire safety
guidelines should also be fol-
lowed to avoid injury or an out-
of-control blaze. Creenna Bock-
snick, extension 4-H camping
coordinator for the Division of
Agriculture, said the first step to
a safe campfire is checking the
fire regulations in one’s area.

“Some locations don’t allow
for open flames, and season-
al burn bans also need to be
considered,” Bocksnick said.
“Campers also need to remem-
ber general fire safety concerns:
burns, keeping flammable lig-
uids and materials away from
the fire, and not leaning or step-
ping over the fire.”

Bocksnick said people should
also pay close attention to their
surroundings for other po-
tential fire hazards, including
“dead trees above their fire that
can fall, tinder on the ground
near their fire that can catch on
fire, and tree roots under their
fire that can also catch on fire
without them knowing.”

People camping in a wilder-
ness setting should also aim to
“leave no trace” of their pres-
ence at the campsite after leav-
ing.

“Campers  should build,
douse and cover remnants of
their fires so that the next per-
son doesn’t know they were
there,” Bocksnick said. “They
should also not put items in
the fire that will not complete-
ly burn and turn to ash during
their stay.”

Bingo starts at 6:00 p.m.
Building opens at 5 p.m.
148 Veterans Drive

Refreshments

served.

For more
information
call or email
Melvin

Veasey
870-723-4993
melvinj.veasey
@yahoo.com

Fast and

Convenient!

www.advancemonticellonian.com

NEW OFFICERS

Photo courtesy of Brian Rodgers

Eureka Lodge #40 F & AM met Monday, December 26, and installed the following officers for the year 2023. Pictured on the front row (from left to right)
Jack Bennett — Master Of Ceremonies, Bobby Faulkner - Worshipful Master, Don Connard — Master of Ceremonies, Kyle Day - Junior Warden. Back row
(from left to right) Lucas Owens — Senior Warden, Ryan Collins — Senior Deacon, Brian Rodgers — Chaplain and Scott Woodward- Secretary. Not Pictured
are Jim Searcy - Treasurer, Labon Hood - Junior Deacon and Andrew Brannon - Tyler.

ANNSWOOD APARTMENTS

WE CAN
HELP AT
NO COST!

Call Drew County
Conservation

870-224-7296

RETIREMENT CENTER

Handicapped, efficiency & one bedroom apartments
When available

A family's annual income must not exceed program income limis.
Limits are very low and extremely low incomes.
For more information write or call: Tracy Ballard, Office Manager, Equal Housing Opportunities.
annswood@cec-cable.net )

PROBLEM?

570 W. Conrad Arkansas Relay Service TTY

Phone: 870-367-5967

Monticello, AR 71655 1-800-285-1131
R F
$ QUALITY TRUSS, INC © ||NOWIS THE TIME
o g To replace that old stove
F R with a new energy efficient
T T
R R
LSJ U pellet stove
s 7 Billy Bates S| [PERKINS
E 312 Alco Rd. e Star City, AR 71667 £
S 628-5566 (phone & fax) OR 628-3629 S EﬁLﬁmENiAH;_I;:;;

Union Bank

Grand Club

Where the FUN and benefits never STOP!
Maintain $1,000.00 in deposits and 50 years of age or more,
you qualify for the following:

Q&
© &
S

o Free membership
to Grand Club
o Discounted
(overnight & day) Trips

e Bingo
« Bridge

e Fall Fish Fry

o Free Checks (pay postage
¢ handling fee only)

Come open your new Grand Club account
today at any of our locations.
Contact Gail Hooker, Grand Club Director at
870 460-6432 or gail.hooker@unionbnk.com.

www.unionbnk.com
MEMBER FDIC

unionbnk.com/mobile
CONNECT WITH UNION BANK
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Making a
difference for

Veterans

As a son of a Master Sergeant in the Air Force
who served for 23 years, I understand the unique
challenges veterans and their families experience
and how Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) ben-
efits, programs and care are critical for men and
women called to serve in our nation’s uniform.
This is what drove me to serve on the Senate Vet-
erans’ Affairs Committee and work with Arkansas
veterans and Veterans Service Organizations in our
state and nationwide to improve
services and benefits veterans
earned. Through our collabora-
tive efforts, we’'ve made positive
reforms and updates to VA care
and benefits.

I'want to share some of the im-

JOHN , ‘
BOOZMAN provements we've made in 2022
US.SENATE that will help veterans well into
REPORT the future.

Today’s veteran population
looks a lot different than it did a few decades
ago. With more women serving in uniform it’s
necessary the VA has the resources to serve their
unique needs. We're building on the foundation
from last Congress to improve support and med-
ical resources for women veterans. Just months
ago, the president signed into law two measures
I championed to save lives through implementing
better cancer prevention, detection and treatment
tools at the VA.

The Dr. Kate Hendricks Thomas Supporting Ex-
panded Review for Veterans in Combat Environ-
ments (SERVICE) Act and the Making Advances in
Mammography and Medical Options (MAMMO)
for Veterans Act will modernize the VA’s breast
cancer screening policies and offer earlier access
to mammograms and, for those diagnosed with
breast cancer, improved breast imaging services to
ensure they get the world-class imaging and care
they earned.

We strengthened oversight at the VA so the Of-
fice of Inspector General (OIG) can conduct more
thorough investigations by expanding its authori-
ty to subpoena former VA employees no longer in
federal service and other individuals who may be
relevant to its reviews. This will enable us to en-
hance transparency.

We expanded health care to all eras of toxic-ex-
posed veterans with passage of the Sergeant First
Class Heath Robinson Honoring our Promise to
Address Comprehensive Toxics (PACT) Act of
2022 and supported VA funding to ensure we can
meet those needs.

Congress closed out the year with some other
achievements in support of veterans including ex-
pediting disbursement of veterans’ life insurance
benefits to surviving family members or beneficia-
ries. Veterans need to know their loved ones will be
taken care of when they're gone. The Faster Pay-
ments to Veterans’ Survivors Act will improve the
VA’s process for administering these funds.

Finally, we made improvements to how the
VA cares for survivors of military sexual trauma
so they have the trained support they need when
documenting their experience. We also made
it easier for veterans living with service-related
medical conditions to get their clothing allowance
benefit. The VA Clothing Allowance Improvement
Act eliminates bureaucratic paperwork and simpli-
fies continued participation in this program.

I look forward to continuing my commitment to
our nation’s veterans and their families. In 2023 T'll
be working to strengthen suicide prevention pro-
grams and bolster recruitment and retention of the
VA’s workforce. As long as men and women wear
our nation’s uniform in defense of our ideals and
freedom, we have a responsibility to take care of
them. As always, we will continue our promise to
supporting them like they like support us.

What resolutions shall we break this year?

I've never been big on setting New Year Resolu-
tions. I try to change things about myself as quickly
as I find out I am doing something wrong.

Obviously, there are things I would like to be
better at but, my motivation to save money does
not outweigh my enthusiasm for travel.

With all the exercise equipment lining the lanes
at the stores and every commercial advertis-
ing either a gym membership or the next big fad
in weight loss, I am reminded
that I should probably drop 25
pounds. I do have plans to work
on that but I'm realistic with my-
self. The love I have for cookies
and potatoes outweighs most
other things.

I don’t like to make promises

ASHLEY if I am not 100 percent sure I
HOGG can keep them. The beauty of the
EDITOR idea that January 1 is vastly dif-

ferent from December 31 is lost
on me. The year, month, day is

what you make it.
Things I will be attempting to make more fre-
quent rituals in my life include reading daily and

trying new foods.

I have never been an avid reader. Sitting down
with a book is just not enjoyable for me. It probably
has a lot to do with the fact that my attention span
is similar to that of a second grader and being still
for long periods of time has proven to be quite the
task for me.

I can't tell you the amount of times I have been
told, “Oh, Ashley. You just need to find a book that
captures you and makes you want to keep turning
the page.”

Yeah, that’s not really the case for me. I wouldn’t
even pick up a book if it wasn’t something that I
was really interested in and I have no problem lay-
ing it down in the middle of a chapter to go vacu-
um, or clean the toilet, or scrape gum off the bot-
tom of my shoe.

I think back to my high school years and the only
book I can remember reading from start to finish
is “The Great Gatsby.” It was fairly short and I re-
member mostly enjoying it because it was non-fic-
tion and about a time in America that fascinates
me. Any other “required reading” I probably used
internet summaries and notes. Sorry to all the En-
glish teachers; although, I am sure they were smart

enough to see through my bull.

I seem to do better when I am accompanied in
my endeavors so I asked Superman if he would
commit to reading 15 minutes a day with me be-
fore bed. He is a reader and he uses some of his
early morning time to read while I summon all the
darkness of the universe to try and crawl out from
beneath the covers.

As we were traveling this weekend, I had the
idea to include Fred in these reading plans. She
has really taken off with her reading this year and
I could not be more proud of her and thankful for
her absolute gem of a teacher! Superman agreed
that a few minutes of reading in the evening would
be nothing but good for Fred. Now, we are tasked
with teaching her to read silently. She chose to read
the ever popular “Green Eggs and Ham” last night
and everyone in the house heard every word.

I do enjoy learning about people and places so
biographies are my go to genre. I asked for two
books for Christmas and the wonderful people in
my life gifted me both. I still am only 50 pages into
the book I got last Christmas. Hopefully, by imple-
menting the 15 minutes a day, I can finish all three
books this year.
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W.LN.S.

As 2022 comes to an end, I have been
reflecting on my time as Governor and
looking forward to what is ahead.

In January, I announced my
W.LN.S. initiative for my final year
as Governor. Each letter in W.L.N.S.
stands for a pillar that I have focused
on to boost Arkansas
to success. Work-
force Training, In-
frastructure, New
Economy Jobs,
and Strengthening
Arkansas  Families
all aim to push Ar-

ASA kansas to being the
HUTCHINSON  best place the state
GOVERNOR'S can be — and help
REPORT Arkansas WIN.

Arkansas has con-
tinually grown economically over the
past eight years. Thanks to the peo-
ple of Arkansas, we have made this
state one of the premier locations for
business owners to put their roots
down and conduct business that gives
well-paying jobs to hard-working Ar-
kansans and puts more money into our

in 2022

state.

As this year and my term is coming
to an end, Arkansas has never been in
better financial shape than we are right
now. We have lowered taxes, funded
services, and we have over $2 billion in
reserve accounts.

Even in the face of a pandemic, the
state’s economy, like Arkansans them-
selves, remained resilient. In 2021, Ar-
kansas was ranked number two in the
nation for states with the most pan-
demic-proof small businesses. That
speaks not only to the hard work of
business owners who have chosen to
live in Arkansas, but to the small busi-
ness environment, workforce support,
and resource access our state’s infra-
structure had in place, ready to help
small businesses.

Arkansas small businesses were
rightfully ranked as having the great-
est potential to bounce back because
they had the least to bounce back from.
Arkansas never shut down throughout
the pandemic. Our state kept work-
ing, and our consistently low unem-
ployment rate over the past few years

reflects that. In fact, there are over
120,000 more people employed now
than when I took office in January
2015.

The future success of our state de-
mands that we improve the training
of our workforce. Now with initiatives
like the ‘Ready for Life’ program, it is
easier for employees and employers to
find each other, and it will offer busi-
ness leaders a quick snapshot of the
employee pool in Arkansas as they re-
cruit talent.

Our infrastructure is the backbone
of everyday operations in this state,
and it is worth investing in to create
a better quality of living. That is why
we have invested almost $500 million
in rural broadband expansion in our
state.

In terms of new economy jobs, we
expanded our high-tech jobs from the
steel industry to software develop-
ment, and this growth will continue
with the recommendations from the
Council on Future Mobility Report.

Lastly, but certainly not least of
the pillars of my W.LN.S. initiative —
strengthening Arkansas families. Over
the past year, my focus has been to
give families the best chance of success

See HUTCHINSON Page 5A

Freshman legislators to join Natural State Senate

When the 2023 regular session con-
venes on January 9, there will be 13 new
members in the Arkansas Senate.

The legislature is
a citizen legislature,
and the senators’ oc-
cupations reflect the
Arkansas economy.
The Senate has cat-

timber industry, health care, long-term
care, employment services, graphic de-
sign, real estate development and con-
struction.

Their experience is varied and exten-
sive, including service on city councils,
county quorum courts, school boards,
development districts and state govern-
ment.

14 newcomers had limited experience
because he had been elected in a special
election and served in the Senate during
the 2010 fiscal session. The 2011 session
was his first regular session.

Fiscal sessions are not nearly as hec-
tic as regular sessions. In a typical fiscal
session fewer than 300 budget bills are
considered and work is completed with-

2022 House of
Representatives
recap

As we approach a new year,
with new goals for the next leg-
islative session, we would like to
take a moment to reflect on the
progress made in 2022.

In 2022, the Arkansas Gen-
eral Assembly passed a historic
tax cut, increased pay for law en-
forcement officers, and directed
millions in surplus funds to im-
prove safety
in  Arkansas
schools.

In an Ex-
traordinary
Session held
in August
of this year,
the  Gener-
al  Assembly
passed  Act
1 and Act 2.
Those acts are
identical pieces of legislation
that reduced the income tax to
4.9 percent and made that rate
retroactive to January 1, 2022.
The legislation also lowers cor-
porate income taxes from 5.9
percent to 5.3 percent on Janu-
ary 1, 2023. In addition, it aligns
Arkansas law with the federal
depreciation schedule which
will provide relief for business
owners by accelerating the de-
preciation of their assets and al-
lowing for an easier calculation
of their tax bill.

Act 1 and Act 2 also grant a
nonrefundable income tax cred-
it of $150 to taxpayers with in-
come up to $87,000 and $300
to couples filing jointly with in-
come up to $174,000.

In this special session,
the General Assembly also
passed Act 3. This act set aside
$50 million from the revenue
surplus for the purpose of fund-
ing a school safety grant pro-
gram.

In March of 2022, the 93rd
General Assembly convened for
the 2022 Fiscal Session. During
this session, the General Assem-
bly passed a $6.02 billion bud-
get. The budget outlined a $70
million increase for elementary
and secondary education.

The budget also included in-
creases for the DHS Division of
Children and Family Services,
county jail reimbursements,
and state police.

The General Assembly also
directed one-time surplus funds
to be used for prison expansion
and one-time stipends for law
enforcement officers.

The majority of House mem-

JEFF
WARDLAW
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Time for New Year’s financial resolutions

It’s that time of year when
many of us promise ourselves
we'll go to the gym more, or
learn a new language, or take
up a musical instrument, or
any number of other worthy
goals. But this year, when mak-
ing New Year’s resolutions,
why not also consider some fi-
nancial ones? Here are a few to
consider:

» Don’t let inflation derail
your investment strategy. As
you know, inflation was the big
financial story of 2022, hitting
a 40-year high. And while it
may moderate somewhat this
year, it will likely still be high-
er than what we experienced
the past decade or so. Even
S0, it’s a good idea to try not to

let today’s inflation harm your
investment strategy for the fu-
ture. That happened last year:
More than half of American
workers either reduced their
contributions to their 401(k)
s and other retirement plans
or stopped contributing com-
pletely during the third quarter
of 2022, according to a survey
by Allianz Life Insurance of
North America. Of course, fo-
cusing on your cash flow needs
today is certainly understand-
able, but are there other ways
you can free up some money,
such as possibly lowering your
spending, so you can continue
contributing to your retire-
ment accounts? It’s worth the
effort because you could spend

two or three decades as a retir-
ee.

« Control your debts. Infla-
tion can also be a factor in debt
management. For example,
your credit card debt could rise
due to rising prices and vari-
able credit card interest rate
increases. By paying your bill
each month, you can avoid the
effects of rising interest rates.
If you do carry a balance, you
might be able to transfer it to a
lower-rate card, depending on
your credit score. And if you're
carrying multiple credit cards,
you might benefit by getting a
fixed-rate debt consolidation
loan. In any case, the lower
your debt payments, the more
you can invest for your long-

term goals.

+ Review your investment
portfolio. At least once a year,
you should review your invest-
ment portfolio to determine if
it’s still appropriate for your
goals, risk tolerance and time
horizon. But be careful not to
make changes just because you
feel your recent performance is
not what it should have been.
When the financial markets
are down, as was the case for
most of 2022, even quality in-
vestments, such as stocks of
companies with solid business
fundamentals and strong pros-
pects, can see declines in value.
But if these investments are
still suitable for your portfolio,
you may want to keep them.

+ Prepare for the unexpect-
ed. If you encountered a large
unexpected expense, such as
the need for a major home re-
pair, how would you pay for it?
If you didn’t have the money
readily available, you might
be forced to dip into your
long-term investments or re-
tirement accounts. To prevent
this, you should build an emer-
gency fund containing three to
six months’ worth of living ex-
penses — or a year’s worth, if
you're retired — with the mon-
ey kept in a low-risk, liquid ac-
count. These resolutions can
be useful — so try to put them
to work in 2023.

This article was written by

Edward Jones for use by your
local Edward Jones Financial
Advisor.

Edward Jones,
SIPC

Member

Rena Day, AAMS™

426 West McCloy Street
Monticello, AR 71655
Phone: (870) 460-0047
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New Year around the world

By: KENNETH BRIDGES

Once Christmas has passed,
the world looks to a new year.
Many wonder what the new year
will bring while planning their
own ways of ringing in 2023. It
will be a year marked with war in
some nations and peace in others.
There will be triumph, and there
will be heartbreak. But in the
meantime, the world will pause to
celebrate the end of one year and
the hopes for the next.

In New York City, the famous
dropping of the Times Square Ball

will mark the new year. Itis atra-
dition dating back to New Year’s
Eve 1904 when Adolph Ochs,
then owner of The New York
Times, devised it as a way of cel-
ebrating the new year by having
the glass ball lowered on the roof
of his newspaper building. The
modern ball, its fifth incarnation,
is glass, six feet in diameter, and
weighs more than 1,200 pounds.
It was manufactured by Water-
ford Crystal and has more than
9,500 LED lights illuminating it.
It is the most popular new year’s

observance in the United States.
Observances of the new year
date back thousands of years as
ancient peoples recognized the
regular shifting patterns of stars
at night and the sun in the day
and their connection to particular
seasons. The earliest observances
of January 1 for the beginning of
the year began with the Romans
around 713 BC. The Romans
named the first month of their
lunar calendar year January after

See HISTORY Page 8A

A New Year, a new beginning

By: BryaN GOLDEN

The New Year is a time of res-
olutions. It’s a time when peo-
ple commit to making a change
in their life. Losing weight,
changing jobs, saving money,
making money, a new relation-
ship, getting in shape, going
back to school, or giving up
smoking, are just some of the
goals people set for themselves
on January 1st.

Although it’s possible for
anyone to make a change or a
new start, it takes determina-
tion, commitment, and per-
sistence. A new goal must be
your own. You have to really
want it. Without a burning de-
sire, your motivation will fade
quickly. It’s virtually impossi-
ble to make a change due to ex-
ternal pressure.

You may agree to what some-
one else wants you to do, but it’s
very difficult to succeed without
an internal drive. So, in order to
successfully make a change or
reach a goal, you have to make
sure it’s what you really want.

Don'’t start off on the wrong
foot by making excuses as to
why you will probably fail. If
you don'’t truly believe you can
do it, you won’t. People who
do this will say something like,

“T'll try to do it, but ...” Or you
may hear, “I tried before and
it didn’t work but I'll give it
another go.” Before you begin,
make sure the only things you
are telling yourself are, “I can,”
“I'will,” and “I will do whatever
it takes.”

A new beginning is a three-
step process. You have to first
know what you want, formu-
late a plan to achieve it, and
then take the necessary action
to get it. Setting a specific goal
is essential. The more detailed
the better. If you want to lose
weight, how much and by
when? If you want a new job,
what will it be and how much
will it pay? If you want to save
money, how much and how of-
ten?

Next, you need a plan. Just
like your goal, your plan must
be as detailed as possible. If
you are going to lose weight,
what will be your menu each
week? Are you going to go on
a specific diet, cut out certain
foods, or just eat less? For find-
ing a new job, what will be your
strategy? Do you need a new
resume? Will you look on line,
in the classifieds, use an em-
ployment agency, network, cold
call, or all of these? If you want
to save more money, in what

areas will you cut back? Do you
know where your money is go-
ing? Have you created a bud-
get?

You want your plan to be
doable. The smaller the steps
are, the more likely you will be
to succeed. Any time you feel a
step is too big, break it down
further. It doesn’t matter how
small each step is so long as you
keep going and never give up.

Losing 20 pounds may feel
overwhelming, but dropping
two pounds a month doesn’t
seem too bad. If you keep at it
for 10 months, you will reach
your goal. Saving $3000 might
appear beyond reach, but cut-
ting back $9 a day on family
spending is manageable.

Finally, you must take ac-
tion. The best goals and greatest
plans will go nowhere without
action. The reason you divided
your plan into small sections is
so it would be easy to take ac-
tion, one day at a time. All you
have to do is keep going, until
you achieve your goal.

Bryan is the author of “Dare
to Live Without Limits.” Con-
tact Bryan at Bryan@colum-
nist.com or visit www.Dare-
ToLiveWithoutLimits.com
Copyright 2022 Bryan Golden

HUTGHINSON
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and to protect Arkansas children
from child abuse and crime.

In November, I announced
a monumental expansion in

rural health services with the
ARHOME Medicaid program.
Thanks to the great work of
the teams at the Arkansas De-
partment of Human Services,
Life360 HOMEs will address the
complex challenges facing many
of Arkansas’s most vulnerable

residents, including individu-
als in rural areas with serious
mental illness and those in need
of addiction services. I look for-
ward to watching the full poten-
tial of this transformative pro-
gram as it unfolds in the months
and years to come.

As we conclude 2022, I am

grateful for the W.L.N.S. we have
had this year in improving our
workforce, investing in our in-
frastructure, creating new econ-
omy jobs, and strengthening Ar-
kansas families.

GILMORE

Continued from Page 4A

will meet in committees to review
in detail proposed bills. The nine
standing committees are State
Agencies and Governmental Af-
fairs; Judiciary; Insurance and
Commerce; Education; Revenue
and Taxation; City, County and
Local Affairs; Agriculture, Forest-
ry and Economic Development;
Transportation, Technology and
Legislative Affairs and Public
Health, Welfare and Labor.

The Joint Budget Committee
has members from the Senate
and House. It will review in de-
tail all state agency spending
requests and meets more often
than any other committee during
regular sessions.

Also during the 2023 regular
session the Joint Committee on
Public Retirement and Social
Security Programs will review
numerous bills affecting public
pension systems.

The Senate experienced his-
toric turnover in 2001, when 17
senators were newcomers, and in

2003, when there were 16 new-
comers. Those years reflected
the impact of the first version of
a term limits amendment to the
state Constitution, which was
first approved by Arkansas voters
in 1992.

The amendment took effect
for about half of the senators
in 2001, when they would have
come up for re-election except
they were prohibited due to term
limits. The amendment took ef-
fect for the remaining senators
in 2003, when it prohibited them
from seeking re-election.

David Watkins - Owner

The 100 members of the House
of Representative serve two-year
terms and all 100 seats are con-
tested every election year.

Senators serve four-year terms,
and half of the 35 seats are con-
tested in every election year. That
means if 17 seats are contested
during one election, then 18 seats
are contested at the following
election. Another difference be-
tween the Senate and the House
is that gubernatorial appoint-
ments are confirmed by the Sen-
ate.
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bly will convene at noon on
January 9. On the first day of
the session, all members will
be sworn into office. House
members will then formally
elect the Speaker of the House.
The Speaker will then make
remarks and announce the
chairs for House committees.

On the second day of the
session, the House and Senate
will convene for a Joint Ses-
sion. On this day, all consti-
tutional officers will be sworn
into office and the newly elect-
ed Governor will make her first
address as Governor.

The House streams all com-
mittee meetings and House
floor proceedings at www.ar-
kansashouse.org.
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Brian Larry Eason

Brian Larry Eason, 45, of
Monticello, passed away Sat-
urday, December 31, 2022,
at his home. He was born
November 22, 1977, in Pine
Bluff, to Martha Nell Chesh-
ier Eason and the late Austin
Larry Eason.

He was of the Assembly of
God faith and enjoyed com-
puters and gaming.

In addition to his father, he
is also preceded in death by
a brother, Timothy Alan Ea-
son; and a sister, Kathy Ellis
Donaldson.

Brian is survived by his
mother, Martha Nell Chesh-
ier Eason; one brother, Steve
Eason; and one sister, Debra
Sharp, all of Monticello.

Memorial Services were
Tuesday, January 3, 2023 at
6 p.m. at First Assembly of
God Church in Monticello.
You can sign Brian’s guest-
book page at www.stephen-
sondearman.com.

(Paid obituary)

Joseph (Jake) Leon
Lindsey

Brother Joseph (Jake)
Leon Lindsey, 90, of the Flor-
ence  com-
munity  in
Drew Coun-
ty, went to be
with his Lord
and Savior
Monday,
December
26, 2022, at
Drew Memo-
rial Hospital
in Monticel-
lo. He was
born Janu-
ary 14, 1932,
in Star City,
to the late Leon Lindsey and
Ellene Owens Lindsey.

He was a retired School
Superintendent with Foun-
tain Hill School District and
a retired Southern Baptist
Preacher at Florence Baptist
Church.

Brother Jake, as he was
affectionately known, loved

LINDSEY

hanging out with family and
friends before he became
inactive. He was always a
jokester with a great sense
of humor that enjoyed giving
(and receiving) gag gifts. He
also was an avid builder of
anything and everything and
would always literally give
you the shirt off of his back
and share his last bit of food.

Brother Jake was a Unit-
ed States Air Force Veteran,
Mason and member of Flor-
ence Baptist Church.

He is survived by his wife
of 71 years, Martha Lindsey
of Florence; one son, Kev-
in Lindsey (Tracy) of Flor-
ence; and two grandchildren,
Payden and C.J. Lindsey also
of Florence.

Funeral services were at 1
p.m. Friday, December 30,
2022, at Stephenson-Dear-
man Funeral Chapel with
Rev. Jeremy Woodall offici-
ating. Burial will be in Mt.
Tabor Cemetery. There was
a visitation from 5-7 p.m.
Thursday evening at the fu-

neral home. You can sign
Brother Jakes guestbook
page at www.stephenson-
dearman.com.

(Paid obituary)

Carolyn Faye Taylor

Carolyn Faye Taylor was
born on October 9, 1956, to
the late Albert and Gertrude
Taylor. She departed this life
on December 29, 2022, in
Little Rock.

Carolyn grew up in the
Wilmar Community and
graduated from Wilmar High
School. She confessed her
faith in Christ at an early age.
She was a homemaker who
would spend her time cook-
ing at different deer camps.

Carolyn enjoyed reading
the bible, walking, listening
to music, and spending time
with her family.

She was preceded in death
by her parents Albert and
Gertrude Taylor; two sisters,
Ometha Cameron and Lillie
Bell McCloy; three brothers,
James Durden, Carl Taylor

(her twin), and Earl Taylor;
and her nephew, Kevon Tay-
lor.

She leaves to cherish her
memories one son, Demetric
(Jacqueline) Spencer of Du-
mas; one daughter, Shandra
King of Lit-
tle Rock; five
grandchil-
dren, Alei-
ya Trotter,
Cadyn Allen,
Earl Holmes,
Detrundrick
(Jaquay)
Holmes, and
Dominique Holmes; eight
great-grandchildren; three
sisters, Robbie Brown of Cal-
ifornia; Mary Ann (Earnest)
Jackson of El Dorado, and
Josephine (Otis) Demon of
Spokane, Wash.; one broth-
er, Herman (Alice) Durden
of Chicago; one uncle, Gar-
land Fletcher of Wilmar; one
sister-in-law, Joyce Taylor
of Wilmar; as well as a host
of nieces, nephews, cousins,
and friends.

TAYLOR

Funeral Services will be
Saturday, January 7, 2023,
at 1 p.m. in the Stephen-
son-Dearman Chapel. Burial
will follow in Wilmar Ceme-
tery.

Please sign  Carolyn’s
guestbook at www.stephen-
sondearman.com.

(Paid obituary)

Alta Marie Hall

Alta Marie Hall, 94, of
Hamburg, died Monday,
January 2, 2023, at Stone-
gate Villa Health and Reha-
bilitation Center in Crossett.
Hall was a native of Danville;
a resident of Hamburg for
many years, and a former
resident of Wilmot.

Graveside services were at 1
p.m., Wednesday, January 4,
2023, in the Hamburg Cem-
etery with Dr. Bobby Pen-
nington officiating. Funeral
arrangements are under the
direction of Jones-Hartshorn
Funeral Home of Hamburg.
Online guestbook, www.
jones-hartshorn.com.

First Arkansas Grown conference and expo scheduled for Jan. 25-28

SPECIAL TO THE ADVANCE

The Arkansas Grown program,
administered through the Arkan-
sas Department of Agriculture, will
partner with several Arkansas ag-
ricultural associations and organi-
zations to host the first Arkansas
Grown Conference and Expo on
January 25-

The conference and expo will
consist of workshops, speakers, off-
site farm tours, networking oppor-
tunities, and a vendor trade show.
Evening events at the Sunset Lodge

28, 2023, in Little Rock.

at Rusty Tractor Vineyard and the
University of Arkansas Pulaski Tech
Culinary and Hospitality Manage-
ment Institute will showcase Ar-
kansas Grown food and include an
Arkansas Grown wine tasting.

The Arkansas Grown Conference
and Expo is open to all parties in-
terested in the Arkansas agriculture
industry and will focus on farmers
and producers who produce for the
local food system.

Partner organizations include the
Arkansas State Horticulture Soci-

tle

g0

ety, Arkansas Association of Grape
Growers, Arkansas Farmers Mar-
ket Association, Arkansas Coalition
for Obesity Prevention, Arkansas
Blackberry Growers Association,
and Arkansas Agritourism Associa-
tion.

The four-day event will be held
at the Embassy Suites in West Lit-

Rock. The registration dead-

line is January 11, 2023. For more
conference details and to register,

to arkansasgrown.org/arkan-

sas-grown-conference-expo/.

Arkansas Dept. of Ag cautions horse owners
following recall of Alfalfa product

SPECIAL TO THE ADVANCE

The Arkansas Department of
Agriculture cautions horse own-
ers and handlers in Arkansas fol-
lowing a voluntary recall of alfalfa
cubes from Manzanola Feeds due
to a possible Clostridium botuli-
num health risk.

The U.S. Food and Drug Ad-
ministration issued a notice on
December 17 advising horse own-
ers not to feed Top of the Rockies
alfalfa cubes with the date codes
111222, 111322, 111422, 111522,
and 111622. This product has
been recalled by Manzanola Feeds
of Manzanola, Colorado, which
distributes directly to feed stores
and co-ops in the following states:
Arkansas, Colorado, Illinois, Kan-
sas, Louisiana, Missouri, New
Mexico, Oklahoma, Texas, and
Wisconsin. Further distribution
is possible, so it is important to
check the date codes located on
the front of the bag.

The FDA is aware of at least 98
horses in four states that showed
neurologic symptoms. These cas-
es of illness and death in horses
are being investigated in cooper-

ation with state departments of
agriculture in Colorado, Louisi-
ana, New Mexico, and Texas. The
symptoms in the cases reported
are consistent with botulism, and
further testing is underway. At
least 45 of these horses have died
or were euthanized due to declin-
ing health.

Clostridium botulinum is an
organism that can cause severe
and potentially fatal toxicity in
animals eating the contaminated
food or encountering areas that
have been exposed to the prod-
uct. Horse owners and handlers
should take precautions to protect
human and animal health and im-

mediately consult a veterinarian
if your horse ate this product and
shows signs of neurologic illness,
such as muscle tremors, difficul-
ty eating or swallowing, difficulty
standing, or collapse.

The Arkansas Department of
Agriculture is dedicated to the
development and implementa-
tion of policies and programs for
Arkansas agriculture and forestry
to keep its farmers and ranchers
competitive in national and inter-
national markets while ensuring
safe food, fiber, and forest prod-
ucts for the citizens of the state
and nation. Visit https://agricul-
ture.arkansas.gov/. The Arkansas
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FREE CLASSIFIEDS: To individuals for all ads with items priced at $50 and under. All free ads must be for a
single item, and be of a noncommercial nature. Lost and Found ads and Give away ads will also qualify as free ads.
All other classified ads will be charged at the rates listed above. Free ads will run for two weeks.

PAID CLASSIFIEDS: Any ads of a commercial nature will be charged at the rates listed above. Classifieds
to individuals must be pre-paid — you may use a credit or debit card or stop by our office at 314 N. Main St. For Rent,
Hay for Sale, etc. are classified as BUSINESS ADS.

with the $20 classified special.

ADJUSTMENTS AND CREDITS: Check your ad for errors the first day. In the event an ad is accidentally omitted from
publication or contains printer's error, the publisher's liability for such omission or error shall not exceed the charge made
by the publisher for the ad which is omitted or which contains an error. Notice of the typographic or other errors must be
given before the second insertion. No refunds on items sold before the last run date of the ad. No refunds are available

Rummage Sale ads are now

F R E E to individuals!

Includes date, time and location of sale, plus a short list of items.

Limit 25 words.

WE MAKE IT EASY TO PLACE YOUR CLASSIFIED ADS. CALL THE ADVANCE AT 870-367-5325 OR
SUBMIT YOUR AD ONLINE 24 HOURS A DAY, 7 DAYS A WEEK AT WWW.ADVANCEMONTICELLONIAN.COM.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

Drew County Historical Museum
is back. Opened each Saturday
from 10am till 4pm. Come on by
and visit with us and see some
of Monticello’s treasures. We're
located at 404 South Main Street.
See you soon

Hope Place

Hope Place in Monticello is in
need of newborn and size 6 di-
apers. We are open to receive
donations Tuesday - Wednesday
- Thursday from 9:30 am - 4:30
pm. TFN f

Fight Hunger

Hope Place of Monticello in-
vites our community to drop off
non-perishable food donations.
We are open to receive donations
Tuesday - Wednesday - Thursday
from 9:30am-4:30pm. Suggested
items: Pasta, Peanut Butter, Rice,
Beans, Soup, Canned Meats,
Canned Fruits & Vegetables,
Mac&Cheese, Cereal, Juice and
Boxed Meals. 224 South Main,
Monticello. TFN

Historical
Preservation Funds
Needed For Enon
School

Funds are needed for the mainte-
nance of Enon’s 2-room school-
house located at 2474 Highway
35E outside of Monticello. Any
donation amount will be greatly
appreciated to keep the legacy
alive and well. For more infor-
mation on how to help preserve
Enon’s schoolhouse or to make a
donation contact, Laura Whitaker,
870-460-5690. TFN

CASA of the 10th Judicial District
is seeking volunteer advocates
and board members. To find out
how you can help a child in need,
please contact (870) 367-9449.
TFN

Monticello  2nd Chancefurdogs
is in need of supplies: Dog pens,
kennels and crates, dog houses,
20x20 plastic tarps, dog feeders,
dog and puppy food ALWAYS
needed. If you would like to do-
nate, please contact: Monticel-
lo2ndChancefurdogs@yahoo.

DEADLINES: Newspaper - Monday 5 PM, Shoppers' Guide - Thursday Noon
I

com or find us on facebook. TFN

AUTO SALVAGE

4pd 12/24* 1/4

Mr. Johnny’s Salvage
421 Ambrose Street
8am to 4:30pm
870-308-1025

Now Buying Junk cars running or
not and scrap metal. We also have
good used parts for sale too. Call
870-308-1025 4pd 1/28

CARPET CLEANING

NOT JUST DISASTER RESTORATION
CARPET MEDICS
RESTORES & CLEANS CARPETS

24/7 Emergency
(870)723-2395

Steam Cleaning Carpet,
Upholstery & Tile Back to Life

Since 1993

(Flood & Fire Restoration Service)

(870)367-1911

TFN

CHILD CARE

Good  Shepherd 203 E. Trotter
Avenue, Monticello (870)460-0503
Educational child care, after school
care and summer programs. Open
Saturdays from 7 am to 5 pm. Come
in for a free trial day and see what
makes us different. 50% off first
week. We are bilingual and accept
VOUChErS. #81546 TEN mi-bw

The Advance classifieds are on-
line!  www.advancemonticellonan.

JOB OPPORTUNITY IN SOUTHEAST ARKANSAS.

Delta Family Center, a psychiatric residential treatment center
for adolescents, is looking for qualified individuals to work as a

* DIRECT CAII!.EﬁUPERVISOR .
* BEHAVIOR COACH -

INCREASED PAY SCALE
Qualifications: Must be 21 years of age, pass state police and child maltreatment
background checks, and possess a high school diploma or equivalent.

Applications may be obtained at:
815 East St. Louis St. » 870-853-4224 - Hamburg, AR
Equal opportunity employer.

HARVEST RICE
IN MCGEHEE AR

IS NEEDING WORKERS!

Mill techs, sanitation, packers/small pack/
big pack, quality manager, scale room tech,
bran operator, rough rice dump pit
operator. $50 sign on bonus.

Call Patsy.

com. Log on now and click on the
E-Edition. You can also place your
classified ads online or by calling
870.367.5325.

HELP WANTED

HELP WANTED - TWO POSI-
TIONS AVAILABLE: 1. DIGITAL
EVIDENCE CLERK: Duties in-
clude electronically sort, organize,
maintain and copy digital files in
various criminal cases. Back-
ground check, security testing and
training required. Salary $22,880.
2.  PARALEGAL/SECRETARY:
Proficiency in computer skills a
must, ability to multi-task & man-
age high case load, excellent time
management skills, organization
and attentiveness to detail are
required. Must have acceptable
work history, pass criminal back-
ground check, security testing and
training. Salary $28,471. Both po-
sitions offer health, dental, vision
& life Insurance, APERS retire-
ment, paid holidays & paid vaca-
tion time after one year. Submit
resume with references to Prose-
cuting Attorney Office, 506 S Main
St, Monticello AR 71655 or email
to Ifreeman@tenthdistrictpa.org.
1/21 4tc

MISCELLANEOUS

For Sale: like new scooter, Navy
blue luggage set, area reu 6x12,
table lamps and a floor lamp,
Clothing. Please call 870-623-
1505 or 870-727-1830 4 pd 1/28

For sale: 680 John Deer zero turn
mower. $2000. Call 870-820-0689
4pd 1/11

For Sale: 4 ATV Tires that fit Po-
laris 2 are 27x9.00-14 and 2 are
27x11.00-14. Like new $350 870-
224-3261 2f 12/07

Call the Federal Trade Com-
mission to find out how to avoid
scams. 1-877-FTC-HELP. Nev-
er give any personal or finan-
cial information to unfamiliar
websites without researching
those sites. Even those sites
listed in classified ads here.
A message from The Advance
Monticellonian and the FTC.

Monticello 2nd Chancefurdogs is in
need of supplies: Dog pens, ken-
nels and crates, dog houses, 20x20
plastic tarps, dog feeders, dog and
puppy food ALWAYS needed. If
you would like to donate, please
contact: Monticello2ndChancefur-
dogs@yahoo.com or find us on
facebook. TFN

Post on our Facebook page de-
signed to reunite missing pets in the
Monticello/Drew County area with
their owners! Monticello Lost Pet
Network. Ten

REAL ESTATE

Cedar Hill
Apartments

Newly renovated. Veteran units
available. New appliances and in-
terior. Income restrictions apply.
Washer/dryer in each unit. 839 S.
Gabbert St. 870-367-3394. Tenco-11/28

Weevil Run
Apartments

Choose 2 bedroom, 2 bathroom
or 1 bedroom, 1 bath. All feature
stove, refrigerator and dishwasher,
hook-up for washer/dryer. Adjacent
to UAM campus. Email: weevilrun@
gmail.com. Find us on Facebook.
Phone: 723-2342. #52703 TFN mt-ow

Westside Manor Apartments. 2 BR,
1 BA. Refrigerator & stove provided.
Washer/Dryer hookups. (870) 853-
5345 or 870-818-6702. #80594 12119 TN

mti2w

COMMERCIAL

For rent: 1,700 sq ft warehouse with
300 sq ft office/showroom. Address
155 Market St. Monticello, AR. Con-
tact 870-723-9439. #102s70 112

Legals

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF DREW COUNTY,
ARKANSAS

PROBATE DIVISION

IN THE MATTER OF THE ESTATE OF DANNY LAVON
SINCLAIR, DECEASED

NO. 22PR-22-145
NOTICE

Last known address of decedent:

929 Barkada Road

Monticello, AR 71655

Date of Death: September 8, 2022

An Order Admitting Will to Probate Without Administration was

rendered on the 14th day of December, 2022. The estate to be col-
lected contains real property, legally described as follows:

A parcel of land in the Northwest Quarter of Northeast Quarter
(NW 1/40f NE 1/4) of Section 27, Township 12 South, Range 7
West, bounded by a line the point of beginning of which is found
by starting at the Northwest Corner of said Northwest Quarter of
Northeast Quarter and thence running South 86 degrees 26 min-
utes 09 seconds East along the North boundary of said North-
west Quarter of Northeast Quarter a distance of 843 feet, and
thence running South 00 degrees 24 minutes 42 seconds East a
distance of 255.80 feet to the centerline of an existing drainage
ditch and the point of beginning for the parcel of land hereby
described; THENCE, FROM SAID POINT OF BEGINNING,
running South 27degrees 21 minutes 55 seconds West along the
centerline of said drainage ditch a distance of 28.09 feet, thence
running North 30 degrees 10minutes 42 seconds West along the
centerline of an existing gravel road a distance of 281.36 feet,
thence running North 19 degrees 36 minutes 12seconds West
along the centerline of said gravel road a distance 0f37.01 feet,
and thence running South 88 degrees 47 minutes 07 seconds East
a distance of 165.01 feet, and thence running South 00 degrees
24minutes 42 seconds East a distance of 249.65 feet to the point
of beginning, containing approximately 0.579 acre of land, and
being Lot Fas shown on the “Property Survey for H. W. Burnett”
made by R. Wesley McCoy, Registered Land Surveryor, dated
3-9-88, and recorded at Page 130f Plat Book No. 4 in the office
of the Circuit Clerk and ex-officio Recorder of Drew County,
Arkansas.

1988 Mobile Home
Title Number: 8817521529
Vehicle Identification Number: MSFLH25A213450L

OFFICE SPACE
FOR RENT

1100 SQ FT CLASS A OFFICE
SPACE UTILITIES PAID 419 WEST
GAINES (USDA BLDG), CALL 870-
723-3534. TFN ¢11/28

All persons having claims against the estate must exhibit them,
duly verified, to the undersigned within six (6) months from the date
of the first publication of this notice, or they shall be forever barred
and precluded from any benefit in the estate.

This notice first published on the 28th day of December, 2022.

Kasey Lynn Johnson
Barton & Roper, PLLC
OFFICE FOR RENT P.O. Box 507
Sec CLASSIFIEDS Page g onticello, AR 71657

(870) 367-6288

#107602 12/28 1/4

HELP WANTED

LPN/RN Charge Nurse
(with $5k sign on bonus)

Marketing/Admission
CNA's all shifts

CNA'’s

3111 & 1117 Shifts

LPN

Day Shift

We are a family oriented workplace.
This is a family-like atmosphere, and we
love to have fun while we work. All are

very competitive salaries. Competitive
benefits. Call or come by Belle View
Estates for more details.

VIEW

1052 OLD WARREN RD. * MONTICELLO, AR 71655
870-367-0044 * 870-367-5695

1440 E. Church St., Warren
870-226-6766
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Continued from Page 7A

For information, call 870-723-4996.

TFN. mt-bm #101799

For Sale: 3 bdrm, 2 bath, 2 car ga-
rage, large enclosed sun room,
1791 sq ft living area, 288 sq ft stor-
age bld, located at 106 Bellview, call
for appt. 870-723-5306 4pd 1/7

For Sale: 3 bedroom, 1.5 bath
home in Western Pines Call 870-
723-3568 or 870-723-3494 for more

details. 4pd 1/28

PUBLISHER'S NOTICE: All real es-
tate advertising in this newspaper is
subject to the Federal Fair Housing
Act which makes it illegal to advertise
any preference, limitation or discrimi-
nation based on race, color, religion,
sex, handicap, familial status or na-
tional origin, or an intention to make
any such preference, limitation or dis-
crimination. Familial status includes
children under the age of 18 living with
parents or legal custodians, pregnant
women and people securing custody
of children under 18. This newspaper
will not knowingly accept any advertis-
ing for real estate which is in violation
of the law. Our readers are hereby
informed that all dwellings advertised
in this newspaper are available on
an equal opportunity basis. To com-
plain of discrimination call HUD toll
free at 1-800-669-9777. The toll free
telephone number for the hearing im-
paired is 1-800-927-9275.

Blane’s Resale. Household goods,
movies, furniture, and games. Also
buys household furniture and un-
wanted storage buildings. Open Fri-
days and Saturdays. 708 N Gabbert
Street. For weekdays Call 870-220-
1359. 12126 tfn

SERVICE

Bubba Stump - Stump grinding.
Free Estimates. Call 870-501-0970
12pd 2/4

Pressure Washing: Driveways,
sidewalks, campers, houses,
etc. 870-308-2047. ten.

Brewer’s Lawn Care

Contact Maurice or Edwin at 870-718-
5280. limb removal, bushhogging,
pressure washing, and car washing
TFN mt bm- #101847

Scholarships guaranteed or your
money back! Beware of scholarship
“guarantees”. Before you pay for a
search service, get the refund poli-
cy in writing. Call the Federal Trade
Commission at 1-877-FTC-HELP to
learn how to avoid scholarship scams.
A message from The Advance-Monti-
cellonian and the FTC. TFN

Call the Federal Trade Commission
to find out how to spot medical billing
scams. 1-877-FTC-HELP. A mes-
sage from The Advance Monticello-
nian and the FTC.

WANTED

Wanted to buy: International 140
Tractors; call 870-820-0689; leave
a message if no answer and | will
call you back. 4pd 1/11

Wanted to buy all types of timber. 5
acres and up. Top Prices. 870-692-
1152 TFN

and run through September 17.
In most countries through-
out the world, January 1 is an

HISTORY

Continued from Page 5A

the Roman god Janus, who sup-
posedly was the god of time and
also the god of beginnings and
transitions. According to legend,
Janus had two faces, one looking
into the past and the other look-
ing into the future. It was a day
marked with great celebrations.
The tradition of Rosh Hashanah
marks the tradition of the Jewish
new year, which means “head of
the year” in Hebrew, a tradition
dating back to the Old Testament.
This holiday is not observed in
January but sometime in Septem-
ber or October, depending on the
lunar calendar. The two-day cel-
ebration includes many symbolic
foods, including apples dipped in
honey to mark a sweet new year.
It is a national holiday only in Is-
rael and Ukraine. In 2023, it will
begin at sunset on September 15

official holiday to mark the be-
ginning of the new year. Even
many non-western countries will
observe January 1 as New Year’s
Day because of the overwhelming
influence of European and Amer-
ican business and culture for the
past few centuries as they ulti-
mately adopted the modern Gre-
gorian calendar used throughout
the West, even in officially atheist
nations like China.

The Chinese New Year will not
start until January 22. Under the
Chinese Zodiac system dating
back many centuries, 2023 will
mark the Year of the Rabbit. In
China, the rabbit is associated
with luck, so the Year of the Rab-
bit is usually considered a lucky
year. In China, fireworks are set
off to mark the new year and to
also scare off demons and forces
of darkness.

Arkansas drivers license.

until position is filled.

< The City of Monticello

Police Department is currently taking
applications for Full Patrolman.

Salary Range: $32,991.43 - $39,393.50 benefit package included.
Certified individual preferred but not required. Must be able to
pass a pre-employment background check and drug screen. Must
be able to pass a psychological test, firearms test and physical agility
test. Must be able to work swing shift hours, weekends and holidays.
On the job training as well as out of town training required. Must
be 21 years of age or older and have a valid

To apply please come by the Police
Department in person to pick-up an
application. Monday through Friday from
8:00 — 4:30PM. For more information,
please contact the Police Department at
870-367-3411. Applications will be accepted

POSITIONS AVAILABLE

CUSTOMER SERVICE REPRESENTATIVE
needed for the Dumas area. Starting pay depends on
experience. Send resume to Patsy.

FORKLIFT DRIVERS/LABORERS NEEDED

Buy your copy of the
Advance at any of the

following vendors:

* Drew Farm Supply
* City Drug
* Monticello Northside Deli
+ Corner Express
+ Jenkins
+ Cash Saver
* Circle K
* Prescription Pad
* Both Monticello EZ Mart
Locations
+ Pauls Smoke Shop
* Exxon
* Corner Store 278
* Both Monticello Dollar
General Locations
* Walgreens
* Valero 425
* Monticello Express
* Walmart

Need experienced/licensed electrician
for established company in Monticello. Great pay, good benefits.
Send resume to patsy.reynolds@expresspros.com.

BRAN OPERATOR Solid work history. Above average pay.

QA TECHS solid work history. Ability to learn quickly.
MILL TECHS Solid work history. Quick learner.

Send resume to patsy.reynolds @expresspros.com

SEWING MACHINE OPERATORS NEEDED
Experience a plus but will train. $12/hour.

WELDERS needed in Dumas area
Night shift. 20.25/hour with 1.00 shift differential. Must pass
visual welding test. Call Patsy.

WELDERS, FORKLIFT DRIVERS, UTILITY
WORKERS Needed in the Dumas/McGehee area. Great $$5.

LOOKING FOR experienced applicants in the
Monticello/McGehee area for jobs in the McGehee/
Dumas/Dermott area. Must be able to work shift

positions. Verification of past employment will be

Mark Your
Calendars!

completed for employment. Call Patsy.
JANUARY - -
S\ ' ///77/.i\§T
JANVARY 117 222/ AN
. ’/74\&\\\
Express Employment will 77/t
be taking applications in Dumas at the Workforce
Center and in McGehee at UAM from 1 P.M. to 3 P.M.
JANUARY 18™ - Express Employment will be taking
applications in Monticello at the Workforce Center

from 9 A.M. to 12 Noon and in McGehee at UAM
from 1 P.M. to 3 P.M.

JANUARY 25™ - Express Employment will be taking
applications in McGehee at UAM from 1 P.M. to 3 PM.

*Applicants must have I-9 documentation that proves your
identity and eligibility to work, and able to pass a drug screen.
Come see us and get ready to go to work!!!

2600 S Olive - Pine Bluff, AR71601
870-535-3330 or 1-888-477-7846
EOE -Equal Opportunity Employer
1-9 documentation that proves your identity and
eligibility to work in the U.S. is needed.

Similarly, January 22 will mark
the traditional Vietnamese New
Year, known as Tet. The Viet-
namese lunar calendar is very
similar to the Chinese calendar.
The Vietnamese Zodiac, how-
ever, makes the cat a symbol of
2023 instead of the rabbit but
similarly considered to be lucky.
By tradition, a great feast is pre-
pared, family reunions are held,
and many celebrations are held in
cities across the country. Many in
Vietnam see Tet as the beginning
of spring as well. Cleaning the
home is also part of the tradition-
al observances to symbolically
clean out the bad spirits from the
previous year.

Different types of food are also
associated with the New Year’s
celebrations. In India, rice is eat-
en for prosperity in the new year.

Information
at your
fingertips 24
hours a day,
7 days a
week

Visit Our WEBSITE Fast and

Convenient!

www.advancemonticellonian.com

Buttered bread is supposed to be
good luck in Ireland. In Spain,
people traditionally eat 12 grapes

eggs were given as symbols of
fertility in the new year. When
observances of Christmas and re-

at midnight, one at each chime,
to bring luck for the year. In the
American South, black-eyed peas
are eaten for good luck for the
new year. Leafy green vegetables
like collard greens are supposed
to symbolize prosperity.

In some cultures, it is also cus-
tomary to exchange gifts on New
Year’s Day. In Ancient Persia,

ligion were outlawed in the Soviet
Union, Russians responded by
shifting gift-giving from Christ-
mas to New Year’s Day. In Scot-
land, gifts of silverware or pastries
are traditionally given for luck. In
the Philippines, Christmas and
New Year’s Day celebrations are
often combined.

-
CHICOT COUNTY JUDGES OFFICE IS

LOOKING TO HIRE THE FOLLOWING.
Road Foreman, Road Crew,

Judges Assistant, Judges Secretary
& OEM Manager
Mail Resumes to Chicot Co Judge
417 S Main St. Lale Village, AR 71653

T —
. -

[
= Jy at The Woods. . .
Come join our family at Toeance! Apply in Person

&
We offer Competitive Pay, PTO, 401K

A Nightingale
Community

STATEWIDE CLASSIFIEDS

Call Neil McConnell at (501) 374-1500 to place your ad here!

EDUCATION/TRAINING

Medical Billing & Coding
Training. New Students Only.
Call & Press 1. 100% online
courses. Financial Aid Available
for those who qualify. Call 877-
581-8649

COMPUTER & IT TRAINING
PROGRAM! Train ONLINE
to get the skills to become
a Computer & Help Desk
Professional now! Grants and
Scholarships  available  for
certain programs for qualified
applicants. Call CTI for details!
844-569-1079 (M-F 8am-6pm
ET). Computer with internet is
required.

TRAIN ONLINE TO DO
MEDICAL BILLING! Become
a Medical Office Professional
online at CTIl Get Trained,
Certified & ready to work in
months! Call 833-875-0035.
(M-F 8am-6pm ET). Computer
with internet is required.

Ultimate Medical Academy
Online | Medical Billing and
Coding. Prepare for a Career
in Medical Billing & Coding w/
an Online Degree at Ultimate

Medical Academy! Students

Come First. Flexible Online

Learning. Student  support

services. Call 877-328-0342
FINANCE

SAVE BIG on HOME

INSURANCE! Compare 20

A-rated insurances companies.
Get a quote within minutes.
Average savings of $444/year!
Call 844-463-4011! (M-F 8am-
8pm Central)

Struggling with Your Private
Student Loan Payment? New
relief programs can reduce your
payments. Learn your options.
Good credit not necessary.
Call the Helpline 877-248-8044
(Mon-Fri 9am-5pm Eastern).

Do you owe more than
$5000 in tax debt? Call Wells
& Associates INC. We solve
ALL Tax Problems! Personal,
Business, IRS, State and Local.
“Decades of experience”! Our
clients have saved over $150
Million Dollars! Call NOW for a
free consultations. 1-855-815-
0405

Over $10K in debt? Be debt
free in 24-48 months. Pay a
fraction of what you owe. A+
BBB rated. Call National Debt
Relief 866-916-4956.

Need IRS Relief $10K - $125K+
Get Fresh Start or Forgiveness/
Call 1-844-431-4716 Monday
through Friday 7AM-5PM PST

HEALTH & MEDICAL
DENTAL INSURANCE

DIRECTV for $79.99/mo for 12
months with CHOICE Package.

from

Watch  your favorite live
Physicians Mutual Insurance | sports, news & entertainment
Company. Coverage for 350 | anywhere. First 3 months of
plus procedures. Real dental | HBO Max, Cinemax, Showtime,

Starz and Epix included! Directv

insurance - NOT just a discount
plan. Do not wait! Call now! Get
your FREE Dental Information Kit
with all the details! 1-844-210-
6510 www.dental50plus.com/
arpress #6258

Portable Oxygen Concentrator
May Be Covered by Medicare!
Reclaim independence and
mobility with the compact design
and long-lasting battery of
Inogen One. Free information
kit! Call 855-589-4673

WE SHOP, YOU SAVE on
your Medicare Supplement
Insurance! Call 833-924-0438
today to compare Medicare
benefits and costs from up to 20
top-rated carriers. Receive the
best option for you

HELP WANTED

TEACHERS

MCAEOC Early Childhood
Education Department is
accepting applications for the
following positions:
Teachers: Teacher positions
available throughout Mississippi
County and in Craighead
County, AR. Applicants must
have an
associate's, bachelors or
master's degree in a child
development or early childhood
education.
Applicants must be able to
communicate effectively with
children, family and staff.

Applications can be picked up
at the Central Office located at:
1400 N. Division, Blytheville, AR
or email resume to:
Juanita.hensley@sbcglobal.net
Contact Juanita Medlin or

Barbara Guyton for more
information at 870-776-1054.

SERVICES

AT&T Unlimited Talk and Text.
Get a new device every year
with AT&T NEXT! Call us today
1-855-524-1405

is #1 in Customer Satisfaction
(JD Power & Assoc.) Some
restrictions apply. Call 1-855-
400-3297

UPDATE YOUR HOME with
Beautiful New Blinds & Shades.
FREE in-home estimates make
it convenient to shop from home.
Professional installation. Top
quality - Made in the USA. Call
for free consultation: 844-461-
0600. Ask about our specials!

Earthlink High Speed Internet.
As Low As $49.95/month (for
the first 3 months.) Reliable
High Speed Fiber Optic
Technology. Stream Videos,
Music and More! Call Earthlink
Today 1-844-452-6769

NEED NEW FLOORING? Call
Empire Today® to schedule
a FREE in-home estimate on
Carpeting & Flooring. Call
Today! 855-910-2077

MISCELLANEOUS

LARGE PUBLICAUCTION
OF MULTIPLE ESTATES

Sunday, Jan. 8 - Starting at 9 AM
1504 South Leslie St, Stuttgart AR

A Quality Estate Filled with Carved American
0Oak, A Rare Oak Railroad Pay Master Desk,
Rare Oak Hat box Lingerie Chest with Mirror,
Unusual Oak High-Boy Chests & Bookcase
Secretary, Oak Chaise Lounge, Unusual
Oak Library Desk, Oak Hall Tree, Stacking
Bookcases, Unusual Oak Chairs, Round Hotel
Lobby Sofa, Nice Hunzinger Parlor Table,
Rare Set of 8-oak Larkin Dinning Chairs
incld. two Armchairs, Silver Dollars, Old Child
Furniture, Rare Old Wood Washing Machine,
Rubboards, Collection of Singer Sew
Handy Sewing Machines, Old Book Banks,
Bookends, Toy Dump Trucks, Old Scales, Door
Stops, Stoneware, Collection of 40- Wood
Planes, 16- Old Glass Dazey Churns, 7- Old
Metal Dazey churns, Ford & Acorn 5 Cent
Gumball Machines, Collection of Rare Mother
of Pearl Opera Glasses, Oak Wall Phones,
Estate Rugs, New Decorative Advertising
signs, Collection of Shawnee Corn King and
Jewel tea Dishes, Roseville and Hull Pottery,
A 40 ft. Semi-Load from Round Top Show
of the Best Painted Old World Furniture
We've had, with a 10-ft Harvest Table &
Bench & 8- Chairs, Several King Size Beds,
Large sideboards and bookcases, Curved
glass sideboards, Hall Trees, Doors, Several
Cigar Store Indians, Carved Horse Sculpture,
Benches, Lots of Wood & Metal Decorative
Items, Over 1000 items to be Sold.
Come and spend the day enjoying the
Excitement of a Live Auction Event.

For more info call (870) 672-1731

Visit PondersAuctions.com for full terms of
sale. JE Ponder Auctioneer « AR Lic 787

Week of January 2, 2023 S
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SPORTS

Pirates, Lady Pirates win Commercial Bank Holiday Tournament

9A

CONTACT US
870-367-5325
sports@monticellonews.net

By: JErr Youne
Advance Correspondent

The Drew Central Lady Pirates
and Drew Central Pirates are the
2022 Commercial Bank Holiday
Tournament Champions after
winning three consecutive con-
tests to claim the title.

Beginning the tournament on
Wednesday, December 28, the
Lady Pirates would play their
first contest of the tournament
against Junction City.

The Lady Pirates would start
the contest by going on an 8-0
run with Sayveiona Durden and
Edriana Hunter scoring four
points each to start the contest.

Drew Central would go on to
outscore Junction City 10-1 in
the first quarter.

Junction City would have
their best scoring performance
of the contest. scoring six points
in the second quarter, however
the Lady Pirates would produce
their best scoring performance
of the contest in the quarter,
outscoring Junction City 28-6 in
the second quarter to hold a 38-7
lead at the half.

The Drew Central defense
would hold the Lady Dragons to
zero points in the third quarter
and to three points in the fourth
while outscoring Junction City
10-0 in the third and 8-3 in the
fourth to take a 56-10 victory to
advance to the semi-final contest
on Thursday night.

Hannah Meeks would lead
the Lady Pirates in scoring with
11 points followed by Edriana
Hunter with 10 points. Sayveio-
na Durden and Bailey Chapman
would each score eight, Kaliyah
Miller with six, Layna Chrabol
with four, and Lana Boykin with
four.

Kaisa Orr, Kaiya Williams,
and Emma McCrae rounded out
the scoring with two points each.

For the Drew Central Pirates,
the Pirates would close out the
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KADE BODIFORD scored six points against Rison in the Drew Central Pirates opening contest against Rison on Wednesday night. Bodifprd would come
back to lead the Plrates in scoring on Thursday and Friday, scoring 21 point against Warren and 24 points in the championship contest against Star City.
ALI JO CRUCE would have a similar tournament performance for the Drew Central Lady Pirates. Cruce would start the tournament by not scoring a basket
against Junction City but would lead the Lady Pirates with 11 on Thursday against Maumelle and with 18 in the tournament championship game against

Magnolia.

first night of tournament action
on Wednesday night against the
Rison Wildcats.

The Pirates would jump to a
big lead in the first quarter, out-
scoring the Wildcats 21-4 in the
first.

Drew Central would continue
to increase their lead in the sec-
ond quarter, outscoring Rison
28-8 in the quarter to take a 49-
12 advantage at the half.

With the clock running in to
begin the second half, the Pirates
would outscore the Wildcats 9-7
in the third and 11-7 in the fourth
to advance to the semi-final con-
test on Thursday with a 69-26
point win.

Tre’Bennett Fuller led the Pi-
rates in scoring against Rison
with nine points with Tramond
Miller and JaCorrian Love scor-
ing eight points each. Kade Bod-

iford, Alex Preddy, and David
Jordan scored six.

Blake Gibson scored five, Ash-
ton Kelly and Nick Bailey added
four each, and Tralon Miller,
Dayton England, and LaMarcus
Bolden rounded out the scoring
with three points each.

Returning on Thursday, De-
cember 29, for the semi-final
contests, The Drew Central Lady
Pirates would face the Maumelle

Hornets.

The Lady Pirates would con-
trol the tip to begin the contest,
but Maumelle would get on the
board first with a three-pointer.

The Lady Pirates would get
four points from Sayveiona
Durden and Ali Jo Cruce with
Kaiya Williams scoring two, to
outscore the Hornets 10-5 in the
quarter.

The Lady Pirate defense would

hold Maumelle to five points in
the second quarter also, out-
scoring the Hornets 13-5 be-
hind three-pointers by Hannah
Meeks and Edriana Hunter.

The Lady Pirates would hold a
13 point, 23-10, lead at the break.

Returning from the half,
Lana Boykin would hit two
three-pointers in the third quar-
ter, but the Lady Pirates would
be outscored in the quarter 8-7,
to hold a 30-18 advantage head-
ing into the fourth quarter.

In the fourth, the Hornets
would attempt to make a run at
the Lady Pirate lead, outscoring
Drew Central 16-11 in the quar-
ter, but the Lady Pirates were
able to hold their lead to take the
contest and advance to the tour-
nament championship contest
on Friday night by the score of
41-34.

Leading the way for the Lady
Pirates was Ali Jo Cruce with 11
points followed by Lana Boy-
kin with six, connecting on two
three-pointers.

Kaiya Williams and Sayveio-
na Durden each scored five with
Edriana Hunter scoring four
points.

Bailey Chapman and Hannah
Meeks each scored three points
with Kailyah Miller and Kaisa
Orr rounding out the scoring
with two points each.

Taking the court after the Lady
Pirates, the Pirates would face
off with the Warren Lumber-
jacks in their semi-final contest.

The Lumberjacks would con-
trol the opening tip and would
score the first six points of the
contest before Tramond Mill-
er put the Pirates on the board,
scoring the first Pirate bucket
with 4:30 remaining in the first
quarter.

Warren would outscore Drew
Central in the first quarter 15-8
with all eight of the Pirates points
being scored by Tramond Miller.

See TOURNAMENT Page 10A
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TRALON MILLER (right) drives towards the basket against Star City in the championship game of the Commercial Bank Holiday Tournament over the Christmas Break. Tralon Mlller would score three points against Rison, four points
against Warren, and 12 points against Star City. TRAMOND MILLER (center) goes up under the basket against Warren on Thursday night. Tramond Miller would score eight points against Rison, 18 points against Warren and eight
points against Star City. TRE'BENNETT FULLER (left) would lead the Pirates in scoring in the Pirates opening tournament contest against Rison on Wednesday with nine points.
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HANNAH MEEKS (left) led the Drew Central Lady Pirates in their first round contest against Junction City with 11 points. Meeks would go on to score three points in Thursday nights contest against Maumelle and five points in the
championship contest against Magnolia on Friday night. LANA BOYKIN (center) would score 15 points over three games. Boykin would score three points against Junction City, and six point against Maumelle and Magnolia. SAVEIO-
NA DURDEN (right) drives through the Magnolia defense in the Lady Pirates championship contest against the Lady Panthers. Durden would score eight points on night one against Junction City followed by scoring five points against
Maumelle and six points against Magnolia.
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Drew Central would have
a better outing in the second
quarter scoring 18 points. Kade
Bodiford led the Pirates in the
quarter with six points with Tra-
mond Miller scoring five and
Alex Preddy adding four.

The Pirates would outscore
the Lumberjacks in the quarter
to trail by one point, 27-26, at
the half.

The Pirates would take the
lead in the third quarter behind
Bodiford’s 11 points in the quar-
ter.

Drew Central would outscore
Warren 16-7 in the quarter to
hold a 42-34 heading into the
fourth quarter.

Both teams would visit the
free throw line on several occa-
sions in the fourth quarter with
Drew Central connecting on 5
of 11 and the Lumberjacks con-
necting on 3 of 11.

The Lumberjacks would edge
out the Pirates in scoring in the
quarter, outscoring Drew Cen-
tral 16-15, but the Pirates held
on to the seven point, 57-50 win
to advance to the finals on Fri-
day night.

Drew Central had two players
reach double-digits in scoring
with Kade Bodiford leading the
way with 21 points followed by
Tramond Miller with 18 points.

Drew Burton added five with
Alex Preddy and Tralon Miller
scoring four. Nick Bailey fin-
ished with three and JaCorrian
Love and Tre'Bennett Fuller
rounding out the scoring with
one point each.

With the finals of the Com-
mercial Bank Southeast Arkan-
sas Holiday Tournament set,
the Drew Central Lady Pirates
would face off against the Mag-
nolia Lady Panthers on Friday
night.

The Lady Pirates would con-
trol the tip with Sayveiona
Durden getting the first points of
the contest, Magnolia would im-
mediately come down the floor
to tie the contest and score the
next six points to take a eight-
two advantage.

Lana Boykin would connect
on a three-pointer to pull the
Lady Pirates within three points,
8-5.

Magnolia would extend the
lead to 11-5 before Hannah
Meeks would connect on a three
to cut the lead to 11-8.

Magnolia would go on to out-
score the Lady Pirates 13-10 in
the quarter.

The second quarter was al-
most similar to the first quarter
with the scores being reversed.

Ali Jo Cruce would score eight
points to lead the Lady Pirates
in the quarter to help Drew Cen-
tral outscore the Lady Panthers
13-10 in the quarter to make the
contest even at 23 as the buzzer
sounded for halftime.

The Lady Pirates would con-
tinue to score in double-digits in
both of the final quarters of the
contest with the Lady Pirate de-
fense holding Magnolia to single
digits in both quarters.

Drew Central would outscore
Magnolia 12-5 in the third and
13-8 in the fourth to take a 48-
36 victory capturing the 2022
Commercial Bank Southeast
Arkansas Holiday Tournament
Championship.

Leading the way for the Lady
Pirates was Ali Jo Cruce with
18 points followed by Sayveiona
Durden and Lana Boykin each
added six points.

Hannah Meeks scored five
points, Bailey Chapman with
four, and Edriana Hunter scor-
ing three.

Kassidie  Gilbert, Layna
Chrabol, and Kaiya Williams
rounded out the scoring with
two points each.

The Drew Central Pirates
would get an opportunity to
avenge an earlier season loss
in the finals of the tournament,
facing the Star City Bulldogs,
who had defeated the Pirates 54-
50 on December 1.

Star City would control the
opening tip, but Drew Central
would get on the board first with
two points by Kade Bodiford.

The Pirates would spread the
scoring out amongst several
players in the first quarter with
Bodiford and JaCorrian Love
leading on the scoreboard with
four points each in the quarter.

The Pirates would outscore
Star City 15-8 in the quarter.

Neither team could gain an
advantage in the second quarter
with each team scoring big in
the quarter.

Each team scored 19 points in

the quarter with Drew Central
holding a 34-27 lead at the half.

Returning from the inter-
mission, the Pirates would put
together not only the best scor-
ing performance of the game,
but possibly one of the best one
quarter scoring performances of
the season.

The Pirates would connect on
five three-pointers in the third
quarter with Tralon Miller and
Drew Burton connecting on one
three each and Kade Bodiford
hitting three.

The Pirates would score 32
third quarter points to outscore
Star City 32-13 in the quarter to
take a 66-40 lead heading into
the fourth quarter.

In the fourth, Star City would
outscore the Pirates 17-13 in the
quarter with the Pirates tak-
ing the 2022 Commercial Bank
Southeast Arkansas Tourna-
ment title, 79-57.

Kade Bodiford would lead the
Pirates in scoring with 24 points
followed by Tralon Miller with
12 points.

Tramond MIller, JaCorrian
Love, and Drew Burton each
added eight points, David Jor-
dan added seven, and Nick Bai-
ley with six.

Alex Preddy scored four and
JaMarcus Bolden rounded out
the scoring with three points.

With the wins, both the Lady
Pirates and Pirates improved on
their 2021 Runner-up finishes in
the tournament.

With the 2022 portion of the
basketball season completed,
the teams will now turn to con-
ference play for the remainder of
the 2022-23 season.

The Pirates currently have
an overall record of 10-5 on the
year and a 2-0 record in 3A-8
Conference play.

For the Lady Pirates, the team
currently has an overall record
of 11-4 with a 2-0 record in 3A-8
Conference play.

The Lady Pirates and Pirates
will host Dumas on Friday, Jan-
uary 6, with the Drew Central
Junior Pirates tipping off at 5
pm.

The teams will be on the road
Tuesday, January 10, traveling
to McGehee to face the Owls
and Lady Owls. The Junior Lady
Pirates will be the first team to
take the court with a tip sched-
uled for 5 pm.
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www.metalmarts.com

4400 Hwy 65 South in Pine Bluff
Hours: Mon-Fri 7:00 am-4:30 pm
Complete Line of Metal Building Materials
* Panels « Purlin * Trim  Insulation

* Fasteners ¢ Skylights - Doors
+ Sealants * Buildings
* Carports * Patio Covers
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By: JerF Young
Advance Correspondent

The Monticello Billies and
Lady Billies travelled roughly
four and a half hours and 256
miles over the Christmas Hol-
iday/Winter break period to
participate in the 13th Annual
CS Bank Holiday Hoops Tour-
nament.

On the girls side of the tour-
nament, the Monticello Lady
Billies would open tournament
play with a 51-42 loss to host
team Berryville on Wednesday,
December 28.

The Lady Billies will play their
second contest of the tourna-
ment on Thursday, December
29, falling to Arkadelphia 68-24.

Returning for their final con-
test of the tournament on Fri-
day, December 30, the Lady
Billie would fall to Pocahontas
48-20.

For the Billies, their open-
ing contest would come against
Fountain Lake on Wednesday
with the Billies falling by one
point, 42-41.

On Thursday, the Billies
would be able to pick up their
third win of the season after de-

Monticello participates in Berryville tournament

feating Heber Springs 59-41.

In the Consolation Champi-
onship contest, the Monticello
Billies would fall to host team
Berryville by a score of 50-48.

The Billies are now 3-10 over-
all with the Lady Billies having
an overall record of 0-10.

Monticello 7th Grade and Ju-
nior High teams will host Star
City on Thursday, January 5, at
4:30 pm with the senior teams
travelling to Star City on Friday,
January 6, for a 5:30 pm tip.

Monticello will host Hamburg
on Tuesday at 5:30 pm.

By: Jerr Young
Advance Correspondent

The University of Arkan-
sas at Monticello Boll Weevils
and Cotton Blossom basket-
ball teams return to action this
week, making their first Okla-
homa road trip of the season.

The Weevils finished the
2022 portion of the basketball
season with an overall record of
5-5 and a Great American Con-

ference record of 1-3.

For the Blossoms, the team
finished the 2022 portion of the
schedule with an overall record
of 4-6 and a conference mark of
1-3 having ended the 2022 por-
tion with a conference win over
Ouachita Baptist and winning
two consecutive contests.

UAM will travel to Weather-
ford, Oklahoma to face South-
western Oklahoma State Uni-
versity on Thursday, January 5.

Weevils and Blossoms return to action on the road

The Blossoms will tip off at
5:30 pm with the Weevils to
follow.

The second stop on the first
Oklahoma trip will be in Alva,
Oklahoma to face Northwest-
ern Oklahoma State University
on Saturday, January 7.

The Blossoms and Lady
Rangers are scheduled to tip off
at 1 pm with the Weevils and
Rangers to follow around 3 pm.

www.advancemonticellonian.com
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DONOVAN COOPER and the UAM Weevils and Blossoms will travel to Oklahoma this week in GAC play.
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Get Scrambled

Unscramble the words to
determine the phrase.
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Math Blocks

Fill in the missing blocks with numbers between 0-10.
The numbers in each row add up to the totals to the right.
The numbers in each column add up to the totals on the bottom.
: Y
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ICTURJ 6 4 |

ENGLISH: Clean 13 6 18
SPANISH: Limpio
: = 9 (¢ | L
ITALIAN: Puli THIS COMPONENT OF A COMPUTER
e IS ESSENTIALLY IS “BRAIN IT Can you guess what vzl o
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ORGANIZE AND CLEAN OUT DIGITAL
DEVICES FREQUENTLY TO KEEP THEM

WORKING EFFICIENTLY.

ok

CACHE

atype of computer
memory with high-
speed retrieval time

THIS DAY IN...

A
HISTORY

*1896: UTAHIS
ADMITTED AS THE 45TH
STATE IN THE UNITED
STATES.

* 1948: BURMA GAINS
ITS INDEPENDENCE FROM
GREAT BRITAIN.

¢ 2007: CALIFORNIA
DEMOCRAT NANCY
PELOSI BECOMES THE
FIRST FEMALE SPEAKER
OF THE U.5. HOUSE

OF REPRESENTATIVES.
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Forgiveness

Matthew 6:14 “For if you forgive men
their trespasses, your Heavenly Father
will also forgive you”.

I heard a preacher say this one time, an
offense is an event but being offended is
a choice. Offenses are going to happen.
Or in biblical terms “trespasses”. This is
a foregone conclusion should you decide
to live on planet earth with other humans.
In fact the closer you are to people, the
more you love people there is a 100%
chance of offending and being offended.
Should we choose to live at arms length
of people, never investing, never sharing
space and time then forgiveness would
rarely be a necessity.

But that’s not reality is it? Humans are
made for relationships. It’s what makes
life worth living. We’re surrounded by
each other! Family, friends, co-workers,
customers. We’re everywhere! But as
much as we enrich each other’s lives hu-
mans are also capable of harm. Intention-
al and unintentional. Disappointment is
inevitable. Betrayal is common. So much
so that these types of harm will actually
break relationships. Some of which may
even be beyond repair. God was fully
aware of this reality when He created you
and I. It’s why He created this incredi-

ble mechanism for human relationships
called forgiveness.

Forgiveness is not the human default.
Carrying grudges and offense is actually
easier. But forgiving someone of hurt
especially when they don’t ask is very
difficult to do. In my opinion it may even
be impossible. Unforgiveness is a great
trap set by the enemy. It’s a trap that will
keep you in bondage. Not the person who
committed the offense but those who
are offended. It can keep us bitter and
distrustful of other relationships. The
offender may never ask for it. They may
even be unaware of or in disagreement
of the hurt inflicted so the forgiveness is
not for them. It’s for you. Forgiveness is
freedom.

So if forgiveness is humanly impos-
sible how is it made possible? Grace.
Grace is the fuel of forgiveness. An
acknowledgment that the same grace lav-
ished on me by Jesus Christ is the same
grace I must extend to those who harm
me. [ have disappointed and betrayed, I
have harmed and caused pain and right in
the middle of it Jesus loved me as I was
and forgave. The least I can do is forgive.

By: Timothy Parke, Lead Pastor
New Life Assembly of God

Children’s Devotional

By: Amy BECcKER

“Great is Thy faithfulness!” “Great
is Thy faithfulness!” Morning by
morning new mercies I see; All T
have needed Thy hand hath pro-
vided—"Great is Thy faithfulness,”
Lord, unto me!

I love this old hymn. It has many
sweet memories attached to it of
precious people I love young and old
singing in harmony, and I can al-
most hear it now. Yet, that’s not why
I love the song. I love it, because it
reminds me of God’s faithfulness. It
comes to mind in times of triumph
and in times of trouble. The reason?
Because it uses God’s own word.

“Because of the Lord’s faithful
love we do not perish, for his mer-
cies never end. They are new every
morning; great is your faithful-
ness.” Lamentations 2:22-23

The prophet Jeremiah is said to
have written the book of Lamenta-
tions. He wrote this book in lament,
meaning to express grief or sorrow.
Afterall, he had plenty to be sorrow-

nation) had been taken into captiv-
ity, something he had warned them
about for years. His nation had
strayed far from the Lord (sound
familiar?), and there was a lot of
suffering at the hands of the Babylo-
nians who had taken them over. But
in the midst of it all, he found reason
to hope. What was that hope? His
hope came from the Lord!

Our hope comes from the Lord
too! He sees us in our sadness, and
he knows exactly what we need. Just
because bad things happen, doesn’t
mean the Lord has left our side. How
do we know? Well, because his mer-
cies are new every morning. Each
morning the sun comes up, the birds
chirp, and it’s a brand new day. When
we focus on all the Lord is providing,
we shift our focus to his faithfulness,
and boy is he faithful.

So instead of listing the things that
have gone wrong, or focusing on all
that makes you sad, let’s fill our-
selves with hope from God. Do you
have a warm bed to sleep in? Friends
and family that love you? How about
clothes to wear? Have you looked at

ful about. The people of Judah (his See CHILDREN’S Page 4A
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CHURCH DIRECTORY

AME
Greater Shady Grove AME
325 S 7th St, Wilmar
469-5696

Pilgrim Rest AME
522 N. Bailey * 367-6530

Shady Grove AME
Hwy. 138 Winchester Rd + 367-9541

Mt. Olive AME Church
163 Lacey School Rd + 367-3839

Mt. Zion AME - 1423 Florence Rd

Assembly of God
First Assembly of God

915 Hwy. 425 N. * 367-5483
www.monticellofirstfamily.com

Lacey Assembly of God
123 West Lacey Rd. * 224-1508

New Life Assembly of God
1664 Hwy 425 S + 224-2288
www.newlifeagmonticello.com

Oak Grove Assembly of God
Oakland & Winchester Rd.
367-3159

Baptist
Bethel Missionary Baptist
2347 Hwy. 172

Brooks Chapel Missionary Baptist
1667 Old Warren Rd. + 367-1378

Calvary Baptist
150 Ragland Ave. * 367-9833

Collins Baptist Church
127 Collins Moss Street + 538-9464

Cominto Baptist Church
133 South Cominto Rd. * 367-8710

Eastside Baptist
1479 Hwy. 35 South * 367-3031

Enon Baptist
2927 Hwy. 35 East
367-2686

Gethsemane Missionary Baptist
Church
506 Wilson Mill Rd « 723-4993

Faith Missionary Baptist
Faith Lane * 870-818-4663

First Baptist
413 N. Main « 367-3449

First Baptist of Lacey
160 Junction Valley Rd.

First Free Will Baptist
1351 Hwy. 278 W.
870-413-8162

First Missionary Baptist
546 N. Bailey * 367-5027

Green Hill Community Baptist
106 Green Hill/lNew Hope Rd.
460-9926

Immanuel Baptist
939 Barkada Rd. « 367-3342
www.ibcmonticello.com

Ladelle Baptist Church
Ladelle Rd. * 142 Deal Ln.

Monticello Baptist
1700 Hwy 425 S. « 367-9429

Morning Star Missionary
Baptist Church
312 E. Oakland + 367-2160

Mount Nebo Baptist Church
124 W. Railroad * 367-3619

Mount Tabor Missionary
Baptist Church
South 7th St. « Wilmar, AR
469-5016

Northside Baptist
Pope & Samuel Streets + 367-5860

Oak Grove Free Will Baptist Church
3372 Hwy. 35 West

Old Union Southern Baptist Church
2077 Florence Rd.

Pauline Baptist
909 N. Hyatt + 367-3085

Pleasant Springs Missionary Baptist
592 Pleasant Springs Rd (Coleman)
(870) 723-7759

Prairie Grove Baptist Church
Prairie Rd. (County Rd. 36) & Prairie
Grove Church Rd. (County Rd. 273)

Rose Hill Freewill Baptist
2130 Hwy. 35 West « 367-7867

Second Baptist
1032 Old Warren Rd. * 367-2459

Shady Grove Baptist Church
Hwy. 425 South + 367-3298

Sixteen Section Missionary
Baptist Church
3396 Hwy 278 E. * 367-3905

Wilmar Baptist Church
2579 Hwy 278 W. « Wilmar
870-469-5716

Zion Hill Missionary Baptist
112 Carpenter Rd. * 367-4210

First Baptist East Side
Winchester Rd

Catholic
St. Mark’s Catholic
1016 North Hyatt « 367-2848

Christian
Christian Interfaith Ministry, Inc.
321 Winchester Rd. + 870-308-7895

Monticello Christian Church
233 South Dillard * 367-2561

Church of Christ
Church of Christ
2078 Hwy 425N + 367-3919

Kennedy Boulevard Church of Christ
459 Kennedy Blvd. + 367-1266

Church of God
Friendship Pentecostal Church of God
620 North Conley * 367-1134

Trinity New Beginnings Church of God
607 N. Gabbert St.
(870) 820-5500 or (870) 226-6386

Church of God in Christ
Holy Temple Church of God in Christ
529 North Main Street

Revival Center Church of God in Christ
311 South Pine Street
367-8257

Episcopal
St. Mary’s Episcopal
836 North Hyatt + (870)723-4657

Methodist
Andrews Chapel Methodist
Barkada Rd

First United Methodist
317 S. Main * 367-2471

Green Hill United Methodist
372 Green Hill Rd.

Lacey United Methodist Church
135 W. Lacey Rd. * Lacey

Mt. Pleasant “Campground”
United Methodist
194 Campground Rd.
367-5966

Rock Springs United Methodist
Rock Springs Rd.

Wilmar Methodist « Hwy. 278

Mormon
Church of Jesus Christ of
Latter-Day Saints
519 Glenwood * 367-5817

Pentecostal
Pentecostal Faith
Church of God in Christ
111 E Briarcliff St.
Monticello, AR 71655

United Pentecostal
1115 Hwy. 278 W. * 367-2535

Presbyterian
First Presbyterian

821 N. Main * 367-6883

Rose Hill
Cumberland Presbyterian
2133 Hwy. 83 N.
367-5114

Holmes Chapel Presbyterian Church
527 E. McCloy Street
367-9421

Wood Avenue Presbyterian Church
207 Wood Ave

Seventh Day Adventist
Seventh Day Adventist

2656 Hwy. 278 E. « 460-0244

Id Catholic
Holy Trinity Old Catholic Church
621 West Bolling St. + 367-3208

Other
Ark of Faith
1222 Hwy. 83 S. + 723-8230

Christ Church
1126 Hwy 278 W. « 723-3115

Florence Full Gospel
Hwy. 277 North * 469-5539

Fountain of Life Christian Center
910 Old Warren Road
367-5087

House of Refuge
239 Hwy 296 * Selma

Israel of God
121 Bird St. + 469-5431

King of Glory Outreach Ministry
306 E. Gaines * 367-3814

Tabernacle of Faith
2525 Hwy 425 N. + 367-9400

Trinity Full Gospel Church
468 S. Edwards « 367-7304

True Covenant Worship Center
310 N. Main St. + 740-0091

If your church is not listed
or has updates to the current
listings please contact us at
870.367.5325 or editor@,
monticellonews.net.

This Devotional page is
brought to you weekly
by these sponsors.

If you would like to

become a sponsor
of this page, contact
us at 870.367.5325
or advertising@
monticellonews.net.

COMMERCIAL
BANK

Community Peopie You Know

Save Up To 40% On Your Grocery Bill
313 N. Hyatt - 367-2845

RYBURN Motor Company

156 Hwy.425 South - 888-878-9220
Visit our website: www.ryburnautomotive.com

345 S. Main
Monticello
870-367-6231

For emergencies, call
911 and ask for
Monticello Ambulance
Service! 367-7384

0DY SHOP

241 EAST TROTTER o 367-2608

Custom Audio/Video

Satellite TV Home Theater
829 Hwy 278 West * Monticello, AR * 870-367-1513

www.advancemonticellonian.com

McQUEEN & CO., LTD.
CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANTS

Ted Carmical, CPA
Mary Ellen Greenway, CPA
Liz Cannatella, CPA

P.0. BOX 326
Dermott, AR 71638
(870)538-5221

P.0. BOX 719
Monticello, AR 71657
(870)367-0674

117 Greenfield Dr.
Monticello, AR 71655
(870) 367-9510

6236 State Hwy 114 W.
Star City, AR 71667
(870) 628-1900

Michael & Deborah James
Insurance Agent
James Insurance Agency

FARMERS®
Bus: 870-367-6623  Fax: 870-367-7523
Toll-Free: 1-877-367-6623
mjames@farmersagent.com

Auto ® Home ° Life * Business
AR Producer Lic# 1669827
324 Hwy 425 S. * Monticello, AR 71655
207 A Main St. * Crossett, AR 71635

Highway 425 North ¢ Monticello ¢ 367-6100

Lumberjack Yamaha

1504 South Main Street
Warren, AR
1-800-893-1588
E-Mail: lumberjackyamaha@shcgolbal.net

Monticello Branch
1090 0Old Warren Road
Monticello, AR 71655
870-460-9080

Warren Branch
313 South Martin
Warren, AR 71671
870-226-3534

218 Midway Route

Monticello, Arkansas

870-367-9751

THE

PRICE
COMPANIES

INC.
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BARKADA
JANA WRIGHT

There is no Barkada news
this week. Jana Wright had
other commitments.

Her column will resume in
next week’s edition.

GREEN HILL
WANDA PACE

Greenbhill Community
Baptist Church had a guest
preacher on Sunday. Broth-
er Joe Williams shared a
message from Numbers 13:
1-33 titled “Choose This Day
Whom You Will Serve”. The
second Sunday singing will be
on January 8th.

Aunt May spent a few days
in the hospital last week. Hap-
py to report she is home and
doing better. I talked with
Aunt Pepe on the phone New
Year’s day and she was cook-
ing a wonderful meal for them
both to enjoy.

Happy Birthday Mr. Joe
Berryman! I wish you many
more blessed birthdays!

Happy Anniversary to
Wayne & Sandy Smith; Byron
& Marion Pharr; and Caleb &
Janet Lane! Best wishes for
many more years of health
and happiness.

Leighanne Tucker is in the
hospital in Dumas. Prayers for
healing and a full recovery.

Happy New Year! May your
faith in God grow stronger
and the new year bring you
love, health, peace, and joy!

Verse of the week: “Like
good stewards of the manifold
grace of God, serve one anoth-
er with whatever gift each of

you has received.” 1 Peter 4:10
Have a safe and blessed
week.

JORDAN PARK
TRILISA MARSHALL

Happy New Year 2023!
Health, peace, love, joy, hap-
piness and new beginnings
in the new year. This is a new
beginning and a time for us
to get closer in loving one an-
other, because we have lost
so many family members,
friends, and loved ones. The
older generation is dying out,
the ones that are still loving,
some of the younger ones
don’t have time for them. As
the Bible says in John 13:34,
“A new commandment I give
to you, that you love one an-
other; as I have loved you,
that you also love one anoth-
er”. Our love for others should
reflect the love Jesus has for
us. If we truly love one anoth-
er, then we will give the very
best of ourselves just as Jesus
does for us.

Happy birthday shout out
this week goes to: Sadie Jack-
son, Jan. 2; Margie Owens,
Korsica Brown, Lou Griddine
and Pattie Dailey, Jan. 3;
Stephanie Hawkins and Bren-
da Gardner, Jan. 5; Nanette
Wilson and Debbie Binns,
Jan. 7. Happy birthday to each
of you. Enjoy your special day.

The death angels are still
flying high. So sorry to hear
of the passing of Mrs. Mat-
tie Bell, Orr, Carolyn Taylor,
Anthony Thomas and Frank
Roach. Funeral arrangements
were not yet made at the time
of writing. Mr. Harold Gof-

Do you have any community tidbits?

The Advance-Monticellonian is actively seeking other commu-
nity reports to join the seven you read on a weekly basis. If you
live in a community not represented on this page (and we know
there are several around Monticello)—and you want to write
about your particular area of the world, contact us at 870-367-
5325, via email at editor@monticellonews.net, by U.S. mail at
P.O. Box 486, Monticello 71657 or just drop by the office during
business hours on either Thursdays or Fridays. Let’s discuss your

participation in our newspaper.

fin’s funeral was held Satur-
day, Dec. 31, 2022 at 11 a.m.
at Monticello First Assembly
of God and Mr. Leron Miller
Sr’s funeral was held Satur-
day, Dec. 31, 2022 at 11 a.m. at
Stephenson Dearman Chapel
and interment was at Oakland
Cemetery. My prayers, love
and condolences to all the
family members, friends and
loved ones. May God comfort
and strengthen each and ev-
ery one of you.

We had an awesome Sun-
day School lesson on the first
Sunday of the new year. It was
on: “Christ’s Love For The
Church” coming from Ephe-
sians 5:21-6:4 (KJV). Fami-
ly members should love and
care for one another just as
Christ loves and cares for the
church. Pastor Robert Mar-
shall Sr’s message was on:
“Why Do You Worry” coming
from Matthew 20:1-16 (KJV).
And our Tuesday Bible Study
lesson was on: “Prayer Brings
Peace During Storms” com-
ing from John 20:21. God
gives peace to the believer
in the midst of their storms.
And scripture for the week
is: Psalms 34:7-8 (KJV), “The
angel of the Lord encampeth

round about them that fear
him, and delivereth them. O
taste and see that the Lord is
good; blessed is the man that
trusteth in Him”.

Everyone have a blessed,
safe, warm rest of the week
and have a blessed and won-
derful rest of the year 2023.
Much love to everyone, and
again, Happy New Year 2023.
Blessings!

LACEY
IVANELL HANDLEY

There is no Lacey news this
week. Ivanell Handley had
other commitments.

Her column will resume in
next week’s edition.

POSSUM VALLEY
KAY CRAIG SPURLOCK

Welcome back, yall and
Happy New Year! Yes, by
the time this column goes to
print, 2023 will have arrived.
As you can see, I missed the
deadline for the Christmas
edition of news. But I knew I
would. We had a lot going on
that week. Jason and Leigha

hosted Christmas Eve at their
home. Meghann and Tim
came down to join us, too. It
was so much fun watching the
grands open their gifts. That
evening, we went to see Fin-
ney’s Christmas light display,
which has become a Christ-
mas Eve tradition. Sunday
morning, I attended Bethel
youth group’s presentation
of “A Savior’s Birth”. It was
a sweet, to the point, presen-
tation of the Christmas story.
The congregation joined in on
several Christmas hymns. I
was so pleased to see a good
number in attendance to cele-
brate our Savior’s birth and to
support the youth.

After church, Meghann and
I went back over to see what
Santa had brought the kid-
dos. Some of us enjoyed a few
rounds of the “Soggy Doggy”
game that Addie had gotten

I was off work Monday and
we spent some time in getting
the house back in some sem-
blance of order then went and
spent some time with my best
friend, Wanda.

Tuesday, the 27th, was the
first day of my last week at
work. Come Friday, Decem-
ber 3o0th I will hand in my key
and name badge and finally
join the rank of retiree. I got
to work Friday, inserting the
key in the lock for the very last
time. Yes, it’s bittersweet, but
I am ready for this new chap-
ter in my life.

The birds in our backyard
have been very busy. Nothing
new has been seen and since
I've had the patio door sealed
off with plastic, I've started
scattering seed in the front
yard for the birds. The Juncos

and White-throated Sparrows
really seem to be enjoying it.

What with all the rain we’ve
had I really haven’t gotten out
much, but I'm hoping next
week to be out and about as
much as possible. I've been on
Pinterest searching for fun-
ny retirement memes, which
I hope to share over the next
week or so. The one I posted
on my last day of work read,
“I can’t keep calm. It’s my
last day of work!”. When my
alarm woke me at 5:15 a.m. I
immediately turned it to off.
No more waking up every
weekday alarms!

I'm having to send this col-
umn in early, so I don’t have
much more to report. Beth-
el will host a New Year’s Eve
gathering on Saturday night
to eat, play games and fel-
lowship. We're starting early
though and I, for one, do not
plan on staying up to see the
new year in. I am definite-
ly not a night owl. But I am
hoping to, gradually, teach
my early bird to not wake me
quite as early has it has for the
past forty some-odd years. At
least, if it does wake me early,
I can go back to bed if I want
to.

Here’s a cute corny joke
about retirement. How any
retirees does it take to change
a lightbulb? Only one, but it
might take all day!

That’'s my news for this
week. Until next time, please,
smile, take time to smell the
roses and watch sunrises and
sunsets. And always remem-
ber to be thankful to God for
His many blessings.

See COUNTRY Page 4B

Carpet Medics: 30 years of service

Special to the Advance

Carpet Medics Restoration has served
Southeast Arkansas since 1993 providing
services from basic carpet, upholstery,
and tile cleaning to catastrophic disaster

degrees from their industry’s governing
body, the IICRC:

Carpet Cleaning Tech

Hard Surface Master Tech
Oriental Rug Tech

Water Damage Restoration

as well as other organization’s certifica-
tions. Applying their years of experience
along with their advanced knowledge,
Carpet Medics Restoration’s owners and
technicians have assisted home and
business owners at their times of need

restoration. Carpet Medics Restoration’s
owners, Randy & Julie Phillips, have
made their personal touch on every job

a priority. In addition to over 50 years

of combined experience, they have pur-
sued mastering their craft of disaster
restoration to the extent of the following

Applied Structural Drying

Applied Microbial Remediation Tech
(Mold Remediation)

World’s Fastest Drying Tech

Fire & Smoke Restoration Tech
Odor Control Tech

whether dealing with flooded structures
or fire/smoke damaged buildings. Owner
Randy Phillips states that their goal is

to solve the homeowner’s problem and
serve their needs first. “Although the
majority of our restoration work is billed
directly to insurance companies, we are
there to serve the home or business
owner. ltis their property and we work
for them. Our own home burned in 2007,
S0 we can certainly empathize when
someone is dealing with a catastrophe,
big or small, in their home.” Carpet Med-
ics Restoration’s sister company Phillips
Mgmt & Svcs, Southeast Arkansas’
premier commercial cleaning service,
provides a strong resource of cleaning
experts to rely on which is critical in the
restoration of flooded and smoke dam-
aged buildings. Phillips says “We have
trained staff on hand at all times ready for
whatever situation comes our way. If your
house floods or you have fire & smoke
damage, we hope you’ll let us help you
get through a difficult time.”

Special to the Advance Monticellonian

Owners Randy & Julie Phillips

(Service Spotlight is a weekly adver-
tisement highlighting local services. For
information on how to advertise, call our
aqavertising representatives at 367-56325.)

Special to the Advance Monticellonian

Carpet Medics brings their experience to work for you.

NOT JUST DISASTER RESTORATION
CARPET MEDICS
RESTORES & CLEANS CARPETS
24/7 Emergency
(870)723-2395

Rauls
Landscaping

Housepainting & Yardwork

HEATING & AIR

Mobile Home Parts

117 Greenfield Dr.
Monticello, AR
870-367-9510
6236 St. Hwy 114 West
Star City, AR
870-628-4900
License No. 0956120

Amana ® Goodmans

Need to put a spotlight on

your business?
Call (870) 367-5325 for information
on how to advertise!

Steam|Cleaning|Carpet,
Upholstery/&iTile|BackitoliLife

(870)367211bI!

www.carpetmedicsrestoration.com

After Construction
Site Cleanup

Melvin Rauls - Owner
314 West Oakland
Monticello, AR 71655
870-367-7709
cell 870-723-6746
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43
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CLUES ACROSS

1. Basics

4. Swiss river

7. Constrictor snake

8. Building occupied by monks
10. Discount

12. Deal a blow to

13. Relating to the ear

14. Thyrotropin

16. Loud, unpleasant noise

17. Large intestines

20. Witnesses

21. You need both to live
25. Dash

26. Network

27. Dig

29. C. European river

CLUES DOWN

. Engulf

. Waterside hotel

. Printed cotton fabric

. Defensive nuclear weapon
. One who follows the rules
. Lace up once more

. Fire byproduct

9. Hankerings

11. Outer

14. One-time aerospace firm
15. Seafood

18. Commercial

19. Epoxy hardener (abbr.)
20. Samoan monetary unit
22. Type of gland

23. Arrest

0 N L AW —

19. Move with a curving trajectory 46.

30. Supplement with difficulty

31. Corporate executive

32. Carroll O’Connor’s onscreen
wife

39. No variation

41. Airborne (abbr.)

42. “Heidi” author

43. Affirmative

44.Pie  mode

45. W. Asian country
Grotesque or bizarre

48. Delicacy (archaic)

49. Textile

50. Denial

51. Electronic data processing
52. Attempt

24. Check

27. Past participle of be

28. Alias

29. Major division of geological time
31. Kids programming channel (abbr
32. Joked

33. Helps little firms

34. Roman numeral 50

35. Impressive in size or scope

36. Domineering leader

37. A person who delivers a speech
38. One after 89

39. Young hawk

40. The scene of any event or action
44. A team’s best pitcher

47. Integrated data processing

Answers can be found on Page 2B
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SUDOKU

Fun By The
7 | Numbers

2 Like puzzles?

Then you'll love
5 sudoku. This
mind-bending

2 5 puzzle will have

you hooked from

§ the moment you
square off, so

sharpen your
pencil and put

your sudoku
savvy to the test!

7 2

6|9

1

Here’s How It Works:

Level: intermediate

Sudoku puzzles are formatted as a 9x9 grid, broken down into nine
3x3 boxes. To solve a sudoku, the numbers 1 through 9 must fill each
row, column and box. Each humber can appear only once in each row,
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<X rM>P>POO0ODUVLOP>P<T=EZ2<NXIXOO
OW-MOZX=E2XI=E2>M-AITVNVOHHD
<SAOCOXUHZP-MUWIMIONAWNZ

VIO Z00-NUVLVEITXITIIIIITLLL<IT=ZM
OZHZZ2>»Nr I N-OHZ0O0>»VO0=-7
VCOXMOAO<UNZ=Emuovumvonarrnron-—-
r|Hun--vommrEoZ2HZ2>mMrronc
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MOON=EU=E=ENnrcAd--mmm»=2<m=<
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CONQUER CLUTTER WORD SEARCH
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Find the words hidden vertically, horizontally, diagonally, and hackwards.

WORDS

CABINET
CATEGORY
CLEANING

CLOSET
CLUTTER
COLLECT

COORDINATE
DISARRAY
DISTRIBUTE
DONATION
GARBAGE
GROUP
HOARD
LABEL
LEAD
LISTS
MESS
MOBILIZE
ORDER
ORGANIZE
PLANNING
SCHEDULE
SHELVING
SORT

- WOWVNWNUDUOZ>»-1HOZ2TU-HI<oO<Ww!
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Continued from Page 3A

WILMAR
TERRY HOPSON

Happy New Year! to all
you blessed beyond mea-
sure, highly favored and
beautiful citizens of the great
city of Wilmar. God has been
so good. And “I Just Want to
Thank the Lord”.

We made it through our
water crises. Thanks to our
Mayor Perry and her over-
ly concerned altermans and
staff.

The Christmas holidays
and New Year celebrations
are over on the calendar. But
my hope is that we carry that
spirit everywhere we go for
the next 365 days of 2023.

I am your new writer
for this article. Congrats
to Christine Riley for her 46
years of service.

I would like to sent con-
dolences to all the bereaved
families. Wilmar has been
the recipient of much sad-
ness these passed days. The
Mattie Orr family, the Car-
olyn Taylor family, and the
Sharon Henderson family.

Wake for Sis. Mattie Orr
will be Friday, January 5

from 5 -7 p.m. The funer-
al services will be Saturday,
January 6, 2023, Greater
Shady Grove AME Church
in Wilmar. Repast will be at
Wilmar Community Center.
In lue of flowers the family
ask that donations be given
to Greater Shady Grove AME
church Missionary and YPD
treasure.

Sis Carolyn Taylor’s funer-
al services Saturday 1p.m. at
Stephenson Dearman Funer-
al Home.

Modeen Burt joined her
daughter Chris Barnett and
family for New year’s Lunch.
Chris sister, Kedran Handly
also attended. Afterwards,

they attended the the swear-
ing in of our local Officials.
I was also there. Beautiful
transitioning of power and
authority. May God be with

you all.
Mr. and Mrs Raymond
Taylor’s granddaughter,

Sarah Thomas, lost their
home to a fire December 26,
2022. Prayers for the family.
Thankful no one was hurt.

TECHKNOW 123 having
an event. Good times, food,
games, prizes on January
7, 2023 6-9 p.m. at the Wil-
mar Community Center. En-
tertainment by DJ Smooth
and admission is $3.

CHILDREN’S

Continued from Page 2A

the sunshine today or the
way the trees move with the
wind? Can you read this or is
someone reading to you? If
you've answered yes to any
of these questions, then the
Lord is faithful to you. He
always is by the way. This
world can be a little weird
and there will be disappoint-
ment and sadness, but look
at all the things he has given
us! Let’s not miss the hope
of today. Great is his faith-
fulness! His mercies are new
every morning!

With your family, make a
list of all the ways God has
proven his faithfulness to
you.

LIMITED-TIME OFFER

SAVE

AN ADDITIONAL

*120

OFF YOUR FIRST YEAR PRICE

WORD SCRAMBLE

Rearrange the letters to spell
something pertaining to organization.

LFDERO

ADP]OL] AINSUY

CHOICE™ PACKAGE

ST G4

+TAX & FEES FOR FIRST YEAR
W/ 24-mo. agmt. 2nd year price currently
$12.40/mo. + taxes & fees. Price subj. to change.

column and box. You can figure out the order in which the numbers will )
appear by using the numeric clues already provided in the boxes. The
more numbers you name, the easier it gets to solve the puzzle!
Are You Getting GENERAC
Enough Fiber Prepare for power e
in Your Work Day? OUtages tOday
. WITH A HOME STANDBY GENERATOR FREE
Sign up today and 7-Year Extended
. * arranty*
get a $100 gift card! $0 MONEY DOWN + LOW MONTHLY PAYMENT OPTIONS - =“i A $695 Value!
*Terms and conditions apply Contact a Generac dealer for full terms and conditions \]ﬂ
. ® REQUEST A FREE QUOTE
) EarthLink
(877) 319-0598
Reliable Internet Now! » 844-211-6606 o s o b e
ke o]

NOW HIRING:

(Commercial Industry)
Little Rock, Arkansas Area

Off and Uniforms.

Journeyman Plumbers:

Journeyman and Apprentice Plumbers

Action, Inc.is one of the largest mechanical contractors in
Arkansas and the surrounding regions, since 1981. Based
in Barling, Arkansas with offices in Rogers,Jonesboro & Maumelle, Arkansas and Tulsa,
Oklahoma, our company enjoys continued growth & an excellent reputation for providing
all of our customers with quality work performed at a competitive price.

At Action, Inc. we realize that our most valuable asset is our people. We are proud to
offer a 401(k) Plan with a 60% match! Health, Dental, Vision, and Life Insurance, Paid Time

Inc.

Action

MECHANICAL CONTRACTOR

Pay based on location and experience. Experience in Commercial/Industrial Plumbing.
Must possess and maintain current master or journeyman plumbing license. Overtime may
be req. Travel may be required as needed. May require additional irregular hours.

Apprentice Plumbers:

To apply, call 479-452-5723 or visit:

Action-Mechanical.com

Apply to our Apprentice Plumbing Program. We offer $5000 tiered bonus, 100% paid
Tuition, Books and License. Full-Time employees receive all full-time benefits.

http://www.action-mechanical.com/join-our-team/
Watch the About Us”video on our website to learn more!

We are an equal opportunity employer.Action, Inc.is a Drug Free Workplace.

Work with a

company that
invests in YOU!

[Promo Codel2s3y

AT,
WATIG,

o WE INSTALL
[YEAR-ROUND!

B

1-855-977-9614

NEEDED TEST ADMINISTRATORS

to administer state required student exams

in the spring of 2023.

AR CERTIFIED TEACHERS ONLY.

Email Ithroneberry@arva.org with copy of
license and resume for more information.

GROWN

\— Collaboration is t

Join us

CONFERENCE & EXPO

he Key to Success! =~

for the

Arkansas Grown Conference & Expo
January 25-28, 2023
Embassy Suites by Hilton in West Little Rock

For more info

rmation, go to

arkansasgrown.org/arkansas-grown-conference-expo.
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