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Great gifts for school-aged children

Successful shopping for adults on a
holiday list often involves identifying
a loved one’s favorite hobby and then
finding something that makes that hob-
by even more enjoyable. For example, a
new e-reader can be just what the fam-
ily bookworm needs to make reading
even more immersive.

School-aged children may not be so
simple to shop for, as their interests are
always evolving and they tend to out-
grow toys as quickly as their growing
bodies outgrow their clothes. No two
kids are the same, but these gift ideas
can appeal to school-aged youngsters at
a time in their lives when their curiosity
is always piqued.

« STEM gifts: Parents know that the
term “STEM” is an acronym for Sci-
ence, Technology, Engineering, and
Math. These academic disciplines have
gained heightened importance over
the last couple of decades, and many
toy manufacturers now make products
that reinforce STEM lessons kids learn
in the classroom in a fun way. STEM-
based toys are available for kids of all
ages, including children who are still in
diapers.

« Nature-based gifts: Many parents
do everything they can to reduce the
amount of time their kids spend look-
ing at screens, which is a tall order in
the digital era. But various manufac-
turers produce toys designed to help
kids be more physically active in the
great outdoors. From age-appropri-
ate binoculars that encourage kids to
explore natural settings to birdhouses
and fairy gardens kids can build and
paint in their favorite colors, shoppers
can choose from a host of nature-based
gifts that encourage kids to get away
from their screens and enjoy the great
outdoors.

 Board games: Board games remain
a wonderful way for kids to learn and
have fun doing it. Board games are
made for kids of all ages, and they're
not just fun, but also beneficial to early
childhood development. For example,
clinical psychologist Beatrice Tauber
Prior, Psy.D. noted to the children’s
book publisher and distributor Scho-
lastic that board games requiring strat-
egy help the frontal lobes of the brain
develop. Those lobes are responsible
for planning, organizing and deci-

" CONCRETE €0, LLC.

Monticello @ 367-8522

LOCATIONS THROUGHOUT SOUTHEAST ARKANSAS: Warren ® McGehee ® Dumas ® Star City

sion-making. Board games also pro-
vide opportunities for families to spend
quality time together free from distrac-
tions.

« Cookbooks: Cookbooks are another
great gift for school-aged youngsters,
who can learn a lot from pitching in at
dinnertime. Children who cook with
their parents can learn valuable lessons
about nutrition and measuring ingredi-
ents can reinforce lessons learned in the

Builds a strong
community!

classroom. Shoppers can choose from
any number of cookbooks designed for
kids, and even children as young as two
can pitch in when baking cookies or
preparing family meals.

Shopping for school-aged children
during the holiday season can be made
easier with some suggestions that can
reinforce classroom lessons while keep-
ing the focus on fun.

www.unionbnk.com
MEMBER FDIC
unionbnk.com/mobile
CONNECT WITH UNION BANK [

ank
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Complete Line of Metal Building Materials

* Panels * Purlin « Trim * Insulation - Fasteners « Skylights
* Doors ¢ Sealants * Buildings * Carports + Patio Covers

Pomeroy’s Hometown Ace is more than
just a hardware store. We offer:
* Christmas Lights * Ornaments * Razorback Flags, Mugs & Games

* Puzzles & Toys * Stocking Stuffers ¢ Kitchen ltems * Household Items
* Yeti * Coolers ¢ Grills & Accessories * And So Much More!

Make your shopping convenient this season.
Buy online and the shipping to our store will be free of charge.

4400 Hwy 65 South in Pine Bluff

Hours:
Mon-Fri Benjamin N"I'he helpful place.
7:00 am-4:30 pm Moore f‘j Pomeroy’s
870-536-0161 Paints Hometown Ace
500 Hwy 425 N + Monticello * (870) 412-4860
www.metalmarts.com ® wy (870)

Mon-Fri 8AM-6PM ¢ Sat 8AM-5PM ¢ Sun 12PM-5PM

When there Is an EMERGENCY ...

Let us take care of you! Call 911 & Request:

IVI onticello

Ambulance

Service

Serving Monticello
& Drew County
Since 1972

325 W Shelton « 367-7384
owners Scott & Sherry Carson

I NC.
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www.monticellorealtyproperties.com

REALTY
#1 MATTRESS STORE

Under new 206 North Main St
(2]
ownershipl 460-0038
. Also be sure Monday - Saturday
Family Fumn to check out: 9 a.m.- 5:30 p.m.

Cenlier On Che , Ashley Furniture
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870-814-8798 Monticello, AR
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from our team to yours

JeffersonRegional
". Monticello Medical Clinic

(870) 367-6867 jrmc.org
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How to make Christmas Eve
special for kids

Christmas Eve is viewed differ-
ently by different people, even those
who live under the same Santa-ready
roof. Adults may see Christmas Eve as
crunch time when they must prepare
food for the next day or set up pres-
ents for their children to open in the
morning. Children, on the other hand,
are focused on Santa’s visit and little
else.

Parents naturally want to make
Christmastime as special as possible
for their children, and that may in-
volve ensuring that Christmas Eve is
just as memorable as Christmas Day.
The following are some ways to im-
part more magic into Christmas Eve
celebrations.

Attend Mass at midnight

Practicing Christians celebrate the
birth of Jesus Christ on Christmas.
On Christmas Eve, churches often
hold celebrations that may include
late-evening or midnight masses that
celebrate the birth of Christ when the
calendar switches over to Decem-
ber 25. While it does make for a late
night, it can be thought-provoking for
kids and a unique experience unlike
any other.

Bake fresh cookies

Children like to leave out a plate of
cookies and a glass of milk for Santa.
That makes Christmas Eve a perfect
time to whip up a fresh batch of cook-
ies. Explore different recipes to come
up with a unique offering each year.

Read a Christmas story

Watching television or looking at
a tablet or mobile phone before bed
can be too stimulating when it’s time
for children to wind down for bed.
Choose a holiday tale or tales that can

Two Rivers

be read as a Christmas Eve bedtime
story. Reciting the poem “A Visit from
St. Nicholas (‘Twas the Night Before
Christmas)” is a great way to set the
Christmas Eve mood.

Make a batch of ‘reindeer dust’

Why should Santa’s reindeer be
left out when it comes to receiving
treats? Reindeer dust, made from a
combination of oatmeal, rice cereal,
dried fruits, and glitter (if desired), is
purported to attract Santa’s reindeer
and provide them a nibble at the same
time. Plus, it’s generally safe for other
animals in the yard to eat.

Go caroling

Caroling may not be the norm, but
some families may want to revive it.
Close-knit communities can organize
family-centric caroling opportunities
and roam the cul-de-sacs and oth-
er pedestrian-friendly areas singing
popular songs.

Christmas Eve is a great time to em-
brace various traditions that help to
make the season even more special.

222 W. CENTRAL ® WARREN
870-226-5547

OUTDOORS

\/)

l‘r£
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Hlisthewrsd)

OPTICS

VORTEX
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Safety first when buying toys for
children this holiday season

December is a special time of year
for children, millions of whom await
the arrival of Santa Claus and the
bounty of toys he delivers each year.
When buying holiday gifts for young-
sters, adults must consider safety. Ac-
cording to the Alliance for Children
and Families, approximately 217,000

children are treated at hospital emer-
gency rooms for toy-related injuries
each year. Holiday shoppers are urged
to stick to age-related recommenda-
tions on product packaging and avoid
toys that do not contain the ATSM
(American Society for Testing and
Materials) label.

Don’t forget your furry friends this Holiday Season!

Freshen up your pet for holiday guests with our full service grooming packages.

Boarding ® Complete Hospital Facility ® Emergency Treatment ¢ Surgical Services ® Dentistry ® Spay & Neuter
* Vaccinations ® X-Ray/Lab Services * Digital Radiology * Heartworm Prevention ¢ Flea/Tick Prevention
* Preventative Health Care ¢ Hill’s Science Diet/Prescription Diets
Complete Hospital Facility for Small & Large Animals sﬁ

* Large Animal Farm Calls * In-House Coggins Test -

* Equine Dentistry ® Professional Groomer ‘

x i

Serving Your Veterinary Needs for over 25 years Let your pets stay in our
367-5242 - 1054 Hwy 425 S cozy quarters with
Monticello attention they will dig!

310,W. McCloy
'Monticello
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How to pet proof your home when decking the halls

The holiday season is a special
time of year. Many factors com-
bine to make the holiday season
so unique and festive, and that in-
cludes all the effort people put into
decorating their homes.

Much thought is giving to hol-
iday lighting arrangements and
which tree to buy, but it’s equally
important to consider pets when
decorating. Many common house-
hold pets are naturally curious, and
that curiosity can make it difficult
to decorate safely come the holiday
season. But various pet-proofing
strategies can ensure holiday dec-
orations and displays aren’t com-
promised by four-legged friends
this season.

« Secure the Christmas tree.
Much like other residents of the
home, pets may be mesmerized by
a glowing Christmas tree. Pets may
sniff around the tree or investigate
it closely, which can increase the
chances that it tips over. That poses
a significant safety hazard and un-
derscores the importance of using
a sturdy stand. Fastening the tree
to a wall, much like one might do

with a television that isn’t mount-
ed, adds a further layer of protec-
tion from tip-overs.

« Block off the base of a live tree.
Live trees need water to stay green
and keep their needles throughout
the season. That water could prove
enticing to thirsty pets. Drinking
water from a tree stand could in-
crease the risk of the tree tipping
over and the water could upset
the stomach of pets if the tree was
treated with pesticides prior to be-
ing brought home. When decorat-
ing with a live tree, make sure the
base of the tree where the water
will be is blocked off. A small fence
around the tree could keep curious
pets away. The room where the tree
is located should be locked or inac-
cessible when pets are home alone.

« Inspect and conceal light wires.
Wires can become frayed over time,
and that could pique pets’ curiosi-
ty. Lighting wires should always be
inspected prior to decorating and
frayed or damaged wires should be
thrown away, even if it means re-
placing lights. If wires are still stur-
dy, conceal them along the base of

the wall using a cable concealer,
which prevents pets from chewing
on them.

« Avoid lighting candles. Candles
should not be lit in homes with
pets. Even candles on shelves that
are seemingly beyond pets’ reach
can be hazardous, as pets, espe-
cially cats, have a way of accessing
spaces they seemingly shouldn’t be
able to reach. Use electric candles
in lieu of traditional ones.

« Speak to a vet about seasonal
plants and flowers before bringing
them into the home. Pet owners
can speak with their veterinarians
before bringing poinsettias, holly
and other seasonal plants and flow-
ers into their homes. Some pets
could suffer allergic reactions if
they eat certain seasonal plants, so
it’s best to err on the side of caution
and speak to a vet before including
live plants and flowers in decora-
tive displays.

Decorating is part of the holiday
season. Pet owners must exercise
an extra bit of caution to keep their
pets and homes safe when decorat-
ing during this special time of year.
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1052 OLD WARREN RD. * MONTICELLO, AR 71655

Short-Term
Rehab

Award-winning short-
term rehab and long-

term care services in

a beautiful home-like

setting. At Belle View

Estates, we understand
that there’s no place

like HOME.

Long-Term
Care

At Belle View Estates,
we provide our

residents with the best

of both worlds: the

highest level of clinical

quality healthcare in a
dignified and respectful
homelike environment

in a beautiful 5,000 sq. ft. facility.

VIEW

REHABILITATION AND CARE CENTER

870-367-0044 * 870-367-5695 fax
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Helpful Hint: Crenshaw Springs Gift Certificates make great stocking stuffers!

“”mthDCﬂwJL

* READERS CHOICE

oEFLOOR
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| DECKTHE
HALLS &
MORE!

- Hardwood - ’
- Vinyl - Carpet -
- Area Rugs -

3 - Ceramic Tile- ¥
B4 - Luxury Vinyl Tile - 1§
& - Custom Showers - :‘ &

P K
Keep Spirits

g
L Bright

this Holiday Season
when you service your
heaters or add some lighting
in a much-needed place!

HVACR
2459070

M9419 Eled"(, |.|.(

542 W. Gaines St
. ®

Monlicello, AR
Office & After Hours:
870-367-6531

e~

* MAJORS FOREST & LAWN

WANTS TO WISH YOU A

UkeUsOn ';
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Simple ways to involve kids in holiday decorating

Millions of people across the globe
feel that the holiday season is a magical
time of year. Though those people come
from all walks of life, it’s likely that no
group is as taken by the unique spirit of
the holiday season as much as children.

Whether they’re looking forward to
Santa’s arrival or preparing for a school
holiday pageant, kids have much to be
excited about come December. Parents
can channel that enthusiasm by involv-
ing kids when decorating around the
house this holiday season.

« Make homemade ornaments. The
options are limitless when making hol-
iday ornaments with children. From
simple ornaments made from pine
cones picked up outside to more com-
plex projects designed for children
nearing adolescence, parents can look
to the internet to find design ideas and
directions for hundreds of ornaments.

« Let kids lead the way when deco-
rating the tree. Families that celebrate
Christmas can let kids lead the way
when decorating their Christmas tree.

Kids are likely to spend the weeks lead-
ing up to Santa’s arrival gazing in awe
at the tree, and knowing they decided
where to place the various ornaments
on it might make the season even more
special for youngsters.

» Take kids along when choosing lawn
ornaments. It’s not safe to involve chil-
dren when installing lighting displays,
but kids will get a kick out of choosing
inflatable lawn decorations and other
items to place around the yard. Take
kids along when buying new items and
then seek their input when placing
Frosty, Santa and his reindeer friends
around the yard.

e Include kids in culinary decor.
Many celebrants cannot imagine a holi-
day season without gingerbread houses
and cookies. These traditions provide
another great opportunity to involve
children in holiday decorating. Set
aside some time to make homemade
gingerbread houses, which can be used
as decorations before they’re ultimately
eaten. Cookies may not have the shelf

life of a typical gingerbread house, but
kids can pitch in and decorate cookies
prior to a holiday party or family meal.

The spirit of the holiday season can
be seen on the faces of children each

December. Inviting kids to pitch in
when decorating for the holidays can
make the season even more special for
its youngest celebrants.

Recycle and reduce waste for the holidays

The holiday season is a special time
of year. Individuals often spend a little
more on gifts, indulge a little more on
rich foods and treats and make a con-
certed effort to enjoy more time with
their loved ones during the holidays.

The tendency to overdo things during

the holiday season can create a lot of

waste. In fact, Americans produce 25
percent more garbage from Thanks-
giving through the end of the year, ac-
cording to Waste Advantage magazine,
a publication of the waste and recycling
industry. That uptick equates to one
million tons of extra trash per week

throughout the holidays.

Extra food, plastic and paper waste is
generated this time of year, but people
can be mindful of the potential to go
overboard and take some steps to be
more waste-conscious as they enter-
tain.

» Reuse a small portion of wrapping
paper or look for other wrapping items.
Sunday comics, newsprint, colorful
magazine pages, and even pieces of fab-
ric can be used to wrap gifts in lieu of
purchasing new wrapping paper. Oth-

See RECYCLE Page 11
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¢ LIFE « AUTO
* HOME * BUSINESS ¢
Now Serving Southeast Arkansas
In Monticello & Crossett

870-367-6623 * 324 Hwy 425 S. * Monticello
870-364-8744 *207A Main St. ® Crossett
AR Producer LIC# 1669827

'TIS THE SEASON
FOR GIVING!

Next to the revenue office

Julie West - AM.F
Teleflora & Flower Shop Network
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When did Christmas lights become so popular?

Holiday lights are now everywhere
come the holiday season. Private
homeowners tend to hang the holi-
day lights outside their homes around
Thanksgiving weekend and keep them
up through New Year’s Day. Though it
might seem like a tradition without a
deep history, decorating a Christmas
tree with electric lights can be traced
all the way back to the nineteenth cen-
tury. In 1882, Edward Johnson, who
was a friend and colleague of the man
who invented light bulbs, Thomas
Edison, replaced candles, which had
traditionally been used to briefly light
Christmas trees, with light bulbs. But at
the time of Johnson’s innovation, the
high cost and relative infancy of light
bulbs ensured the idea did not catch
on. And though United States Presi-
dent Grover Cleveland used electric

lights to illuminate a Christmas tree
in the White House in 1895, it would
be another eight years before General
Electric would begin selling Christmas
light kits. Those Kkits cost $12 in 1903,
which equates to several hundred dol-
lars today. The first outdoor Christmas
light shows started to become popular
in the 1920s, and this is the same time
when commercial sales of Christmas
lights picked up. In the 1960s, GE’s de-
cision to begin manufacturing Christ-
mas lights overseas helped reduce the
price of outdoor lights even further,
thus paving the way for the tradition of
decorating home exteriors with string
lights during the holiday season to
take a firm hold. And that tradition re-
mains wildly popular today.

RECYCLE

Continued from Page 10

erwise, collect used wrapping paper
and reuse it next year, doing the same
with boxes and bows. According to re-
searchers at Stanford University, if ev-
ery American family wrapped just three
presents in reused materials, it would
save enough paper to cover 45,000
football fields.

« Skip disposable party items. It’s
certainly easy to use disposable plates,
napkins and cups when hosting holi-
day parties, but that is very wasteful.
Opt for durable, reusable products that
can be packed away and used each year
during holiday events.

+ Buy durable and reusable items
as gifts. Avoid fad gifts and focus on
items that will have staying power.
Homemade gifts, such as foods, knitted
scarves, artwork, and more, are gener-
ally eco-friendly.

« Set up marked trash and recycling

“" Chrlstmas'

Free Gift Wrapping!

&}'
Sear k Westem W/ear >
%20-15% OFF STOIIEWII]

‘ 300 Hwy 425 S. | Monticello, AR 71655
(870)367 9551 « Monday-Saturday 10 am-5 pm

receptacles. Remind party guests to
recycle the appropriate materials by
clearly marking a pail designed for col-
lecting recyclables, such as cans, plastic
beverage bottles and glass wine bottles.
Most hard plastics can be recycled.

+ Remove your name from catalog
lists. Call companies and ask to be tak-
en off promotional mailing lists to re-
duce paper waste.

« Send a photo. Mail holiday card re-
cipients photos of the kids or the entire
family in lieu of cards. They’re apt to
save the photos and display them, help-
ing to keep even more paper trash out
of landfills.

« Research new recipes for leftovers.
With an abundance of food remaining
after entertaining, turn leftovers into
new meals by exploring recipes from
friends or by doing a little research on-
line.

Waste can get out of control during
the holidays, but there are ways to tame
the excess.

Thru December 31 »'

Layaway available all year

Z /m
li facebook

Gift ideas for the family
do-it-yourselfer

Home improvement projects en-
able homeowners to transform their
homes into their ideal living spac-
es. According to iProperty Manage-
ment, most homeowners in the Unit-
ed States spent between $5,000 and
$10,000 improving their homes in
2018. And it doesn’t stop there, as
home improvement sales are pro-
jected to reach $465 billion in 2022.

Various renovation projects are
best left to the professionals. How-
ever, many homeowners are eager to
get their own hands dirty with var-
ious projects, large and small. Hav-
ing the right tools and gear on hand
can make projects go all the more
smoothly. Holiday shoppers can
consider these ideas as they seek to
ensure DIYers have all they need to
get the job done.

» Painting time-savers: Painting
requires some basic essentials, from
paint trays to rollers to brushes.
Projects can be made more efficient
with innovative products that help
save time and reduce mess. One such

item is a paint brush cover, which
snaps over wet paintbrushes be-
tween coats so they won’t dry out or
require rinsing. Brushes that cut in
easily and others with flexible han-
dles for getting in tight places also
make painting projects that much
easier.

« Cordless drill: A mechanical drill
makes easy work of assembly proj-
ects and general renovations that re-
quire screws as fasteners. A cordless
rechargeable drill will be easy to ma-
neuver when handling projects away
from outlets. Going cord-free also
reduces the risk of trips and falls on
errant cords.

« Lawn care subscription service:
Home improvements extend to the
exterior. In addition to mowers,
trimmers and garden shears, DIYers
may benefit from subscription prod-
ucts that improve on property care.
These formulations are customized
to the specific needs of homeowners’
lawn or landscaping greenery and

See DIY Page 14
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280 Bradley 23
Warren, AR 71671
Lﬂp:/ / s{e"asgirl.mgsllopi][g.com

Laura Wﬂﬂﬂdﬂ, Owner

10 a.m. - 4 p.m.
We nescfay Closed
‘fﬁurscfay 10 a.m. - 5 p.m.
Tmcfay 10 a.m. - 5 p.m.

Closed




PAGE 12 * HOLIDAY GIFT GUIDE 2022

WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 23, 2022

Advance B> MONTICELLONIAN

T =
. '

. B0 A@ﬂﬁ@m@{tﬁwg@- -
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* Tune-up * Oil Change ° Tires - New & Used
* Flats Repaired * Muffler & Custom Exhaust
* AC Maintenance

4809 Dollarway Rd - Pine Bluff - 870-534-5900

Holiday
CGLI:_’,’G’G ide

Local Honey / \,@&\M\%
Coffee Mugs g {
Hand Made Syrups Wm
Bagged Coffee ‘ ) Mk/ /

FEATURING

* Breakfast Sandwiches & Assorted Pastries
* Panini Sandwiches for Lunch
o Specialty Cold Drinks Including FRESH Squeezed
Lemonade & Specialty Teas
e (offee © Nitro Bar  Espresso Bar ¢ House-Made
Syrups
* Lattes * Cappuccinos .

Drive-thru window

MOBILE UNIT NOW

AVAILABLE for special events,
weddings, meetings, family
reunions & more!

Hours: M-F 6am-5pm
Sat 7am-3pm © Closed Sunday
316 S Hwy. 425  870-412-4574

www.monticellocoffeecompany.com

Find us on:

“TTHIS CHRIS]

-

RYBURN

— MOTOR COMPANY—W

§

156 HWY 425 SOUTH
MONTICELLO, AR 870-367-5353
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WARNING!

PROTECTED BY
CobDE ALERT
SECURITY, INC.

Electric Security Systems
Pine Bluff, AR.
(870) 536-6554

Code Alert Security, Inc.

' | New Touchscreen
. Keypad

: oooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo ECOn0mlca| BaSIC Securlty System
: HOLIDAY SPECIAL : ool P

$ 499 0 0** . Touchscreen Talking Keypad
. . 1 - Wireless Motion Detector
. eLimitod Time Offer ¢ 3-Wireless Door/Window Sensors
. ] . Cellular Communicator
. Call for Details . Professional Installation w’
P S A S Smart Phone App
Additional Optional Equipment Available

> CODE ALERT SECURITY, INC.

2109 E. Harding Avenue  Pine Bluff, Arkansas 71601
870-536-6554 or 1-800-533-6554

e AGUP Equipment

JOHN DEERE www.AgUp.com « 662.314.9078
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Tips to master comparison shopping

n

Savvy shoppers recognize the val-
ue of comparison shopping. By com-
paring prices of the same or similar
products at various retailers, consum-
ers can save considerable amounts of
money. That’s especially true during

the holiday season, when shoppers are
looking for items for everyone on their
shopping list and hoping to find them
without breaking the bank.

Though comparison shopping may
fall short of being a science, skilled

shoppers know that some proven
methods can greatly increase the
chances of finding gifts that will make
loved ones’ eyes light up this holiday
season.

« Track prices over time. Successful
comparison shopping takes time and
patience, as savvy shoppers recog-
nize that prices on an array of items
fluctuate over time. Holiday shoppers
should not wait until the unofficial be-
ginning of the holiday season to start
tracking prices, as that leaves little
time for prices to change. The ear-
lier you start, the better a feel you'll
develop for how much an item might
cost and how much the item might
come down in price before it’s time to
pounce.

« Establish a price you're comfort-
able paying. It’s beneficial to deter-
mine a price you're comfortable pay-
ing for each item when comparison
shopping during the holiday season.
This reduces the chances that you’ll
delay buying an item until it’s too
late to find a bargain. If you set prices
you're comfortable paying and items
hit that mark, then purchase them

right away and shift your attention to
gifts for others on your list.

« Utilize alerts. Various compari-
son shopping sites allow users to set
up email alerts that can inform them
when items are being sold for a certain
price determined by the shopper. Uti-
lizing these alerts essentially lets the
comparison tool do the work for you.
Once you receive an alert, all you need
to do is purchase the item.

» Ask around. Technology has made
it simpler than ever to comparison
shop, but it’s important that holiday
shoppers do not discount the value
of word-of-mouth shopping. When
speaking to neighbors or loved ones,
ask if there are any local businesses
that offer great deals or websites that
they rely on to find budget-friendly
items. Word-of-mouth shopping was
once the norm, and it can still pay div-
idends when looking for holiday gifts.

Comparison shopping is a must for
budget-conscious holiday shoppers.
Various strategies can help shoppers
score great deals without feeling as
though an item could have been found
for less at a different retailer.

DIY

Continued from Page 11

are shipped right to their door.

 Rotary tool kit: This is one of the
most versatile tools homeowners can
have on hand. A rotary tool can en-
grave, grind, sharpen, polish, cut,
carve, and more depending on the ac-
cessory attachment.

e Multi-use ladder: A ladder is a ne-
cessity for various projects inside and
outside the home. One that can trans-
form into an A-frame, scaffold system,
staircase ladder and other configu-

rations helps ensure maximum safe
reach for the job at hand.

» Composter: Whether you use an
indoor kitchen composter or one de-
signed for outdoor use, being able to
generate one’s own compost is great
for avid gardeners. Compost, often
called “black gold,” is made from
kitchen scraps, leaves and other items
that break down into a rich fertilizer.

« Tool box/tool organizer: Tool stor-
age is a market all its own. It runs
the gamut from rolling metal storage
containers to plastic or metal boxes to
canvas bags to plastic molded curated

kits. Tool organizer kits also come at
various price points, so it’s easy for
shoppers to choose one that fits their
budgets.

» Organizing units: Organizing units
are available in prefabricated kits that
are easily assembled when needed, as
well as custom-made products that
are installed by a professional. They
may be an option for a handy person
looking to organize tools and other
items for home repairs.

Do-it-yourselfers can be even more
handy with tools geared toward their
interests and repair needs.

EARN A
LITTLE EXTRA
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HOLIDAY CASH

TO HELP WITH THAT LONG GIFT LIST!

For more information contact

Press
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2600 S Olive « Pine Bluff, AR 71601 « 870-535-3330 or 1-888-477-7846
EOE - Equal Opportunity Employer
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4 gifts for the busy professional on your holiday list

The life of a successful professional
can be hectic. Demands at work force
many professionals to work long hours,
and those days could be even longer for
remote workers. In fact, a 2020 study
of 2,800 workers by the staffing firm
Robert Half found that 70 percent of
workers who transitioned to remote
work due to the pandemic now work on
the weekends. The survey also found
that 45 percent of workers indicate they
now routinely work more hours during
the week than they did prior to the pan-
demic.

With so much on their plates, busy
professionals may not have time to
shop for products that can make their
lives a little easier. That makes the hol-
iday season a perfect time for people
to consider what to get the hardwork-
ing professional on their shopping list.
These four gifts can each make it easier
for busy professionals to handle long
days at the office.

1. Portable phone charger

Modern professionals rely on their
smartphones to check and send work
emails, keep track of their busy sched-
ules and answer calls from colleagues,

:
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among other things. But those phones
are only useful when their batteries are
charged. Portable phone chargers are
lightweight and easy to use, making
them ideal for on-the-go professionals
who need to keep their phones charged
all day long. Professionals who spend
lots of time in their vehicles may love a
solar-powered portable charger, which
ensures their phone batteries stay
charged even when they forget USB ca-
bles at home.

2. Wireless headphones

Though some models can cost of hun-
dreds of dollars, a reliable set of wire-
less headphones can be found for as
little as $50. These headphones can be
especially useful for professionals who
work from home, as many are designed
to cancel out ambient noise, making it
easier to participate in Zoom calls or
other meetings even if the kids are be-
ing rowdy right outside a home office
door.

3. Cleaning service

Few chores are less appealing after
a long day at the office than cleaning
a house. Many cleaning services offer
weekly or monthly packages, and pro-

“ (St

* Prior to sales tax. Once coupon per cus-
tomer. Must be original, no reproductions.
No substitutions. Must be presented at
purchase. Cannot be combined with other
coupons or discounts. Not redeemable for
cash or on gift cards. May not be applied
to previously purchased merchandise. One
time use, no change back. Valid only in
Pphysical store locations.

ANY °25 PURCHASE*
Valid through December 3, 2022
7106 Dollarway Rd ¢ White Hall, AR

fessionals would undoubtedly appre-
ciate someone taking this time-con-
suming task off their to-do list. Ask a
relative or two to pitch in and help pay
for the service if it’s beyond your bud-
get.

4. Slow cooker

Slow cookers allow users to put ev-
erything in a pot in the morning and
then arrive at night to a ready-to-eat,

homecooked meal. These can be es-
pecially valuable to professionals who
work long hours and don’t have the
time to prepare a meal from scratch at
the end of a workday.

Whethers it’s portable tech, some
help keeping their homes clean or a de-
vice designed to simplify homecooking,
various gift ideas can help make busy
professionals’ lives a little less hectic.
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The Best
Gift You
Can Give

Yourself is a
Healthy Life.

Jamie West,
Nurse
Practitioner

FAMILY HEALTHCARE

REINHART

777 Jordan Drive

870-460-9777

8:00 AM - 5:00 PM Monday-Friday
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"Visit our GIFT SHOP and pick up a Gift
Certificate or a unique Nature-Inspired
Gift for the Nature Lover in your life!
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www.deltarivers.com

In Regional Park - Pine Bluff - 870-534-0011

Closed Sundays and Mondays
Open Tuesdays - Saturdays - 8:30AM - 4:30PM

Group Tours and Programs Available! Call to Schedule!



