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Delta 
  Counseling 
     Associates, Inc.

Call toll-free 1-800-323-2703 24 hr. emergencies
Monticello

790 Roberts Dr.
870-367-2461

Warren
1404 E. Church St.

870-226-5856

Crossett
1308 W 5th St.
870-364-6471

Lake Village
1127 2nd St.

870-265-3808

Dumas
741 Hwy 65

870-382-4001

Depression
Anxiety
Bipolar

Disorder
PTSD

Schizophrenia
Substance Abuse

PROFESSIONAL COUNSELING FOR:
• Individuals • Families • Children • Adults

Congrats
to the Class of 2022!

RAY’S
718 HWY 278 W | 367-3292

 Mon.-Tues. 9-10
Wed. 9-11 | Thurs.9-11

 Fri.-Sat. 9-12 | Sun. 9-11

KOLTEN GAMBLE - MHS

MATTHEW PARIS - MHS

MASON PHARR - MHS

JASMINE VEKRE - DCHS

Doerian Allen Kedrick Anderson Alexandra Barnett William Beer Mira Binns Keshae Blackmon

Normandy Block Tucker Breedlove Caleb Briggs Cameron Brown Ge’tarus Capers Lauren Cassels

Hayden Cotton Susan Crocker Micah Cuellar Taysheen Daugherty Ashton Davis Landen Doshier

John Efird Sydney Fallon Cambreia Ferguson Aniyah Ferrell Makyla Folk Jamarius Franklin

Parker Franklin Ryan Franklin John Frost

Best of Luck to the Graduates
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427 Hwy 425 N • Monticello, AR • 870-367-0409

walmart.com

Congratulations to all of our 
area’s graduates on a job well 

done. Best of luck to you!

SUCCESS!
726 Hwy 278 W • 367-2456

Bonesmonticello@yahoo.com

Your hard work has 
paid off, and now your 

diplomas will take you to 
new heights of success. 
We wish you all the best 

on Graduation Day
 and always!

BONE’S
AUTO PARTS

Aniyah Ferrell

Congrats, Aniyah! No matter where life takes you, I’ll always stand beside you.
I’m grateful to have an AMAZING daughter who is not only kind and caring but 
has the ability to do great things. Keep God first in everything you do!

Love, Mama & Zi’Quon

Kolten Gamble Tiyunah Gardner Lily Garza Jaci Gibson Jordyn Gilbert Matthew Glover

Olivia Grant Garrin Gray Sierra Greene Emma Grace Greer Janyah Haynes Braden Herring

Shawn Hicks Emma Horton Tyler Johnson

Erica Jordan Luke Justice Ainsley Kaminicki

Cameron Lambert Chyna Lattimore
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Congratulations
to the World’s
Best Graduates!
You’ve faced 
no shortage of 
challenges leading 
up to this day, and we admire your hard work 
and perseverance. We know you’ll contribute 
great things to the world around you, and 
we wish you continued success and great 
happiness!

870-367-5896
572 West Gaines • Monticello, AR 71655

MONTICELLO

The Sky’s the Limit

Congrats, Class of 2022!

We wish you soaring success in all of 
your future endeavors. 

Happy Graduation!

Hats off to the
hardworking
Class of 2022!

We wish you the best today and always.

www.unionbnk.com    MEMBER FDIC
CONNECT WITH UNION BANK

Macy Lee Jordan Light Isaac Lindsey Amarion Lucas McLauren McGregor Mary Mencer

Stephen Milburn Alana Morphis Colton Morphis Raymond Nichols Timothy Nichols Clarisa Octavo

Lauren Oliver Ian Orrell Matthew Paris Ryan Parker Brook Paschall Fleure Perez

Mason Pharr Hannah Pieroni Cade Pigott Alexis Reed Landon Roark Sirenia Rodriguez

Carla Sanchez Landon Satterlee Amari Shaw Raylon Shaw Tyron Shaw Grace Shrum
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MHS GRADUATES
NOT PICTURED:

Ronnie Blackmon
Jeffrey England
Nathan Hayes
Eniyah Pride

Brandon Puckett
Mahogany Warren

509 Hwy 425 North
367-6100

Dine In • Delivery • Carry Out

GE-TARUS CAPERS
MHS

JORDAN LIGHT
MHS

MATTHEW GLOVER
MHS

MAKYLA FOLK
MHS

CARLA SANCHEZ
MHS

Proudly providing hometown pest control service for over 40 years!
Mr. Bug Pest Control

BUCK & BENNIE HENDERSON-OWNERS • 367-7889

CONGRATULATIONS

TY
HENDERSON
University of 
Arkansas at 
Monticello

Olivia Stafford Megan Stephens Skylar Sudduth Amani Swift Jr Tatum Joshua Tolbert

Tristin Toth Ka’symone Trotter Madison Tucker Hayden Turner Amelia Ward Kylee Watson

Keith Wells Jr Sara West Danielle White Jackson White Corin Wilson Lila Wilson

Jordan Woolford Gavin Wright
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Come see how much we’ve changed - in person and online!

778 Scogin Drive      DrewMemorial.org      (870) 367-2411   

As you celebrate your graduation, we’d like to take a 
moment to express how proud we are of your hard work 
and achievement. We hope you will continue to aim high 
and reach for the stars. Your potential for success is 
limitless, and we wish you all the best in every future 
endeavor!

Congratulations 
& Good
Luck

Way to go,
Class of 2022!

We know you’ll go far, 
and we wish you

all the best on
Graduation

Day
& always!

246 HWY 425 N | MONTICELLO
870-367-6476

MIKE LAVIGNE, OPERATING PARTNER
OF SONIC & EMPLOYEES

The Sky’s
the Limit

Wishing you the 
greatest heights of 
success, graduates! 
Congratulations on 
your achievement.

4400 Hwy 65 South in Pine Bluff

www.metalmarts.com

870-536-0161

Hours:
Mon-Fri

7:00 am-4:30 pm

IN REMEMBRANCE OF OUR 2022 SENIOR

JORDAN LEE

We love you always,

Mom & Dad,
Justin & Jason
Congratulations to the 
Graduating Class of 2022

Congratulations to the Class of 2022
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Shouting a Big

NORMANDY BLOCK
CLASS OF 2022 • WE ARE SO PROUD OF YOU! Love, Mom, PJ & Khari

May your hard work 
and education open 

the door to a world of 
new opportunities 

and success!

A Note of 
Congratulations

523 W Gaines • 870-367-2942
Mon - Thur 10 AM - 11 PM
Fri & Sat 10 AM - Midnight

Sun 11AM - 11PM

Pomeroy’s
Hometown

Ace

Mon-Fri 8AM-6PM • Sat 8AM-5PM • Sun 12PM-5PM

500 Hwy 425 N • Monticello
(870) 412-4860

Jordan Woolford 
MHS

Amy Pomeroy
UAM

Katie Grace 
Cavaness - DCHS

Shanita Woodard
      UAM

We have what you need for that special GRAD in your life!
• Dorm Room Essentials • Laundry Baskets

• Cleaning Supplies • Yeti Coolers & Tumblers

SILVICRAFT,
INC.

 (870) 367-8564
P.O. Box 758

Monticello, AR 71655

Tucker
Breedlove

MHS

Cade
Pigott

MHS

Hours:
Sunday - Saturday
8:00am - 9:00 pm

870-367-2845 • 313 North Hyatt
Monticello

2021 Readers’
Choice Awards

Best Grocery Store 
& Best Place to

Buy Meats

Way to go,
Class of 2022!

TODAY WE CELEBRATE YOU!
Congratulations and very best wishes 

from all of us at Save A Lot.

JACKSON
WHITE
We love you and are 

so proud of  you!
Mom, Dad,

Olivia,
And Your

Entire Family

CONGRATULATIONS

LINDSEY
AUSTIN
Drew Central
Kindergarten
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Drew Central High School Graduating Class

870-367-6623 • 324 Hwy 425 S. • Monticello
870-364-8744 • 207A Main St. • Crossett

AR Producer LIC# 1669827

James Insurance 
Agency

LIFE • AUTO • HOME • BUSINESS

CONGRATS
TO THE CLASS 

OF 2022!

INSURE

FUTURE
their

A big congratulations to the 

Class of 2022! We’re proud of you 

and your accomplishments and wish 

you well in whatever comes next!

MONTICELLO CLINIC 

WELL DONE!

mainlinehealth.net

Layla Sho Adair Shayla Len Adair Taylor William Barnard Jordan Dewayne Thomas 
Berryman

Chandler Jayde Bolling Cobey Wade Bray

Leo Tailor Brown Rebekah Lynn Brown Jalia Bunn Jacob Kyle Burnett Tristan Jermaine Butler Randall Lee Carter

Kaitlyn Grace Cavaness Shelby Madison Chapman Destin James Christmas Dasha Simone Clifton John Harrison Coleman Kendall Grace Connard

Chloe’ Kaye Cox James Parker Cruce John Austin Cruce Messiah Sir’Anthony 
Davis

Maggie Riannon Defir D’Raylan Mehki Morea 
Deshazer

James Dylan Dodson Saniya La’Kei Durden Cheyanna Nicole England Zachery Keith Forrest Eri’keonda Olivia Marie 
Green

William Patrick Harmon
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Drew Central High School Graduating Class

Monticello • 367-8522

Select
CONCRETE CO., L.L.C.

Warren | McGehee | Dumas | Star City

CONGRATS TO GRACIE CONNARD - DCHS

Way to Go, Grads!
It’s your graduation, and we couldn’t be 
happier to share our best wishes with all 

of you. Thanks for making this community 
proud and for setting a great example.
A world of possibilities await, and we 

wish you success and satisfaction in every 
future endeavor!

Outdoor  
     Store

The

709 Hwy 425 North • Monticello, AR 71655 • 870-367-5809

Monday-Friday 8:30a-5:30p • Saturday 9a-12p
Sunday Closed

• ATVs
• Polaris Side x Sides

• Kawasaki
Side x Sides
• Accessories

CLASS OF

2022

Ruby Madison Harris Cole Hawkins Jayden Antwone Henry Meleri Pauline Herman Michael Jay Herman Laura Elizabeth Hill

Alayna Ryan Holland Halie Marie Hutton Dajonn Dashun Jackson Ja’Tiyah Tramaine 
Johnson

Aiden La Jae Jones Robert Ashton King

Kaleb Dominic Love Greenly M Macklin Veronica Marie Martin Evelyn Marlene Martinez Cid Mayjor McKee Jailen Michael Miller

Dixie Cheyenne Morrison Larissa Marie Navarijo JaKayla Lasha Page Nadaleigh Marie Rawls Dar’Veon Ala’Montae 
Rayford

Antonio Santwain Remley

Diego Abimael Raphael 
Rivera

Kaleb Allan Edward 
Robinson

Kayla Denise Shaw Kenneth Lamar Smith Makyia Nacole Spencer Benjamin Tucker Standley
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Drew Central High School Graduating Class

DCHS GRADUATES 
NOT PICTURED:

Katelyn Bostian

Jaylea Kathryn Stanley Ian Neil Strickland Jessica Faith Sturgis Ny’Keyah Alize Thomas Pricila Daniela Tinajero Jasmine Daniell Vekre

Lucas Andrew Warren Gavin Creed Wear Samaria Ra’Janae Webb

It’s your big day, 
and we’d like to say,

As you celebrate this milestone 
achievement, please know our 
best wishes are with you. May your 
future be bright, healthy, happy 
and filled with continued success!

“CONGRATULATIONS!”

103 South Edwards • 367-1975

Chris Kelley - UAMS
Madison Kelley -

Chamberlin University
Mikayla McGregor - UAM

McLauren McGregor - MHS

Jeffrey 
Reinhart, 

M.D.

Now Accepting

& all other insurances

870-460-9777
8:00 AM - 5:00 PM Monday-Friday

777 Jordan DriveREINHART
FAMILY HEALTHCARE

Jamie West,
Nurse

Practitioner

The Best
Is Yet
To Come

We’re proud of you, 
graduates.
Good luck and best 
wishes in all of your
future endeavors!

L.D. Long, Inc.
Serving the logging industry Since 1952

941 US-278
Monticello, AR 71657

870-367-5881

Congratulations
to the Class of 2022!

Sydney Savannah West Andrea’ Tyna’e Williams Kiontey Denise Wills

Yareli Zendejas

CLASS OF

2022



Graduation day is one of 
the proudest moments in 
students’ academic careers. 
Diplomas are symbolic of 
hours spent honing skills 
and working on assignments 
and, ultimately, success in 
the classroom. High school 
diplomas represent an op-
portunity to go on to higher 
learning or a trade, while 
college degrees indicate 
young people are ready to 
begin their professional 
lives. 
Many graduates are excited 
about the prospect of receiv-
ing their diplomas. Once in 
hand, the document can be 
put on display. The follow-
ing are some unique ways to 
showcase diplomas at home 
or at work.
• Framing: One of the classic 
ways to display a diploma is 

in a frame. Many businesses 
offer customized framing 
where the frame material 
and the matting can be cho-
sen. Some grads may want 
to include a photograph of 
the school or a picture of the 
graduate above the diploma. 
Graduates also may want 
to select a frame and mat 
that coordinates with school 
colors.
• Create a shadow box: Con-
sider displaying the diploma 
with other mementos from 
school. A shadow box is a 
large, deep display frame 
that can house items that are 
thicker than photographs or 
papers. Items such as a grad-
uation tassel, medal or other 
award, a varsity jacket patch, 
or a program from a school 
performance or awards cer-
emony can be placed in the 

shadow box.
• Create a photo wall: Dis-
play the diploma among 
other framed photos from 
school activities. This can 
elicit a trip down memory 
lane every time the wall is 
viewed. Some families may 
want to display their diplo-
mas together, especially if 
multiple family members 
attended the same school.
• Make a work of art: Various 
online art vendors can turn 
the diploma into different 
works of art. For example, 
engravers can laser engrave 

the diploma onto a wooden 
plaque. Then the diploma 
can be displayed in one loca-
tion and the wood plaque in 
another.
• Place it under glass: Dis-
play the diploma beneath the 
glass top of a coffee table. 
When entertaining guests, 
the diploma can make for a 
unique conversation piece. 
A school diploma is worthy 
of recognition. There are 
various creative ways to 
display these documents that 
reflect the hard work and 
success of their recipients.
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OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK
Sun.-Thurs. 11am-9pm
Fri. & Sat. 11am-10pm
Daily Lunch Specials

Kid’s Menu
Dine-In or Carry Out
149 North Park Drive

Monticello • 870-460-9348

CONGRATS

2022!
to the Class of

Time to

GIFT 
CERTIFICATES 
MAKE GREAT 
GRAD GIFTS

CELEBRATE

Congratulations on all your 
academic achievements.

We are so very proud of you!

Love,
Mom and Dad

Papaw and Mamaw Bostian
Sara and Dakota

Katelyn
Nicole
Bostian

DCHS
Class of
2022

Congratulations, graduates,
on this stellar achievement!

We know you’ve worked hard to get here, and we 
wish you all the best in your next steps.

On the Square • Downtown Monticello
Mon - Sat 9:00 a.m.- 5:30 p.m. • 460-0038

DISCOUNT  
MERCHANDISE

Bus: 870-367-2431 
Fax: 870-367-1241

smullis@ccc-cable.net

“On The Square”
P.O. Box 1100 

 Monticello, AR 71657

Congratulations on your commencement! We 
know you’ll go far in life, and we wish you all 
the best on your graduation day and always.

That’s a Wrap!

940 Scogin Drive • Monticello, AR 71655 • www.healthy.arkansas.gov
Hours of Operation:

Monday, Wednesday, Thursday & Friday 8AM-4:30PM • Tuesday 9:30AM-6PM

Congrats
On Your
Sweet 
Success!

Wishing the Class of 
2022 all the best at 

graduation and always!

from

TIYUNAH GARDNER
MONTICELLO HIGH SCHOOL

DASHAVONA HAMPTON
SAU MAGNOLIA

DAJONN JACKSON
DREW CENTRAL HIGH SCHOOL

EMMANUEL CASTILLO
HARDING UNIVERSITY

HOLLY ELLIS
MISSISSIPPI STATE UNIVERSITY

EARNEST RAY MURPHY
ALLBRITTON ELEMENTARY

IAN ORRELL
MONTICELLO HIGH SCHOOL

SIRENIA RODRIGUEZ
MONTICELLO HIGH SCHOOL

DRAKE 
DAVIS

PULASKI 
TECHNICAL 
COLLEGE

LANDON SATTERLEE
MONTICELLO HIGH SCHOOL

CALEIGH SMITH
DREW CENTRAL ELEMENTARY

RANDALL STRICKLAND
DREW CENTRAL HIGH SCHOOL

MATTHEW BARNARD
HOME SCHOOL GRADUATE

EASTON BRADLEY
MONTICELLO ELEMENTARY

ELI CASTILLO
WARREN HIGH SCHOOL

Cornerstone Christian Academy 
announces graduating class

Drake Ayden Carter is the son 
of Brandon Carter and Leah 
Kelly of Monticello. He is a 
member of the CCA basketball 
team. Drake plans to become a 
certified mechanic and pursue a 
career in diesel mechanics.

John Michael Gray is the 
son of Cory and Becky Gray 
of Monticello. John Michael 
will graduate with 21 hours of 
college credits and is a mem-
ber of the Phi Theta Kappa 
college honor society. In his 
time at CCA, he has served as 
Student Council representative 
and president, and Beta Club 
president. He will be graduat-
ing as Valedictorian. John Mi-
chael has received an academic 
scholarship to Mississippi State 
University where he will major 
in architecture.

Diploma display ideas
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Call 911 & 
Request

MASI
367-7384
325 W Shelton

M
A
S
I

onticello

mbulance

ervice

nc. Serving Monticello 
& Drew County 

Since 1972

Owners
Scott & Sherry Carson

When 
there is an 

EMERGENCY... 
Let us take 

care of you!

Best Wishes  for a  
Bright  Future

Congratulations, graduates!

Drive Thru
Window

 www.monticellocoffeecompany.com
 316 S Hwy. 425 • 870-412-4574

Hours: M-F 6am-5pm • Sat 7am-3pm • Closed Sunday

Gift Cards for
your GRAD!

M
ONTICELLO
REALTY

REALTOR
®

Virginia Ward, Principal Broker
Porscha Preddy, Agent
Laurel Beal, Assistant
870-224-4040-Office

107 Hwy 425 S
www.monticellorealtyproperties.com

May your graduation be the beginning 
of many more achievements to come. 

We wish you continued success and 

satisfaction in your future endeavors.

Congratulations!

367-2727 • 310 W. McCloy • Monticello

Today we’re celebrating 
you, graduates!

Congratulations on this milestone achievement 
and all of the accomplishments you’ve

worked for along the way.

In your journey, no matter where you 
go and what you do, never forget you 
are a child of God. We are so proud of 
you and so thankful God chose us to 
be your parents. We love you and you 
will always be our little girl!   Love,

Mom and Dad

YOU AREenough

MADISON
NORRIS
Class of 2022

ARVA

Let us be the first to WELCOME you to Monticello and Drew County, 
the “Heartbeat of Southeast Arkansas.” 

Drew Foam Companies, Inc. has been a part of this community for the 
last 50 years and is one of the largest manufacturing employers in the 
area. We pride ourselves in creating jobs and creating a future in our 
hometown. We support the people of Southeast Arkansas through our 

spirit to make this one of the best places to live, work, and play.  
You’ve made the right choice by calling our community HOME,      

and we are glad you are here! 
 

Bill Givens, President  

For more information about us and  JOB 
OPPORTUNITIES visit our social     
community at the following sites 

1093 Hwy 278 E • Monticello • (800) 643-1206
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2022!

Keep
Up the
Great
Work,

Class Of

AGUP Equipment
www.AgUp.com • 662.314.9078

Griffin 
Heating, Air & Electric, LLC

542 W. Gaines St.
Monticello, AR

Office & After Hours:
870-367-6531

M9419
HVACR
2459070

CONGRATULATIONS

Daxton Pharr - Monticello Elementary SchoolKedrick Anderson Jr. - Monticello High School



Graduation is a momen-
tous occasion for students 
that marks an end to many 
years of dedication to 
studies. Most people look 
back fondly on the day they 
received their degrees and 
diplomas. But often what 
is remembered most when 
a person graduates is the 
party that commemorated 
the event.

For parents planning 
graduation parties for their 
children, graduation season 
may be filled with nostalgia 
about their own childhoods 
and experiences. While 
parents can borrow from 
what they learned along the 
way, graduation parties for 
their kids should definitely 
focus on the here and now 

— and what is important to 
the new grad. In fact, the 
guest of honor should be 
tapped to help create the 
party of his or her desires. 
Book early

Most schools host com-
mencement ceremonies in 
May or June. With so many 
people planning parties 
around the same time, 
venues and vendors will 
be snatched up quickly. As 
soon as you learn the grad-
uation date, reserve a party 
space and contact caterers, 
florists, entertainment, or 
other vendors who will be 
used for the event.
Host an open house 
party

An open house party 

enables guests to arrive and 
depart freely according to 
their schedules so gradu-
ates can hop from one party 
to the next. This occurs 
over a long period of time 
(four to five hours is a good 
window) and the party does 
not follow any strict sched-
ule.

An open house party 
requires having food and 
beverages available at all 
times, so it’s important to 
have an array of options 
that can be served room 
temperature or kept safe 
over ice or heat. Chips and 
dips, sliced vegetables and 
small sandwiches are good 
options. Crocks and chafing 
dishes can be used to keep 
foods warm. 

Prevent the tempta-
tion

Even if the party will 
feature a mix of students, 
friends and adult family, 
it may be safer to avoid 
serving alcohol. This way 
you do not run the risk of 
an underage guest sneaking 
an alcoholic beverage and 
leaving the party intoxi-
cated. Remember, in some 
areas you can be legally 
prosecuted for permitting 
underage drinking to occur, 
so it’s best to do whatever 
it takes to prevent such a 
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LET’S PLAY GUESS WHO!

MATCH THE NUMBER OF THE KINDER-
GARTNER ON THIS PAGE TO THE LETTER 
OF THE SENIOR PHOTO ON THE NEXT 
PAGE. WRITE YOUR ANSWERS IN THE 
BLANKS BELOW.

Answers at bottom of next page.

A. Jalia Bunn
B. John Coleman
C. Kendall Grace
     Connard
D. Maggie Defir

E. William Harmon
F. Shawn Hicks
G. Jordan Nichols
H. Madison Norris
I. Brook Paschall

J. Raylon Shaw
K. Randall Strickland
L. Gavin Wear
M. Kionty Wills

1 2 3 54

6 8

11

97

12 13

10

(870)367-9751
Fax: (870)367-3309

THE

PRICE
COMPANIES
INC.

You made it! 
We wish you the 
best of luck as 
you start this 

new chapter in 
your life.

CONGRATULATIONS 
CLASS OF 2022!

We are so proud of you all.

870-535-3330
or 1-888-477-7846

EOE - Equal Opportunity 
Employer

2600 S Olive
Pine Bluff, AR 71601

Wherever you go, whatever you do, know
our faith and best wishes are always with you.
Thanks for making us proud, and 
good luck in your future endeavors!

CONGRATULATIONS,
CLASS OF 2022!

How to throw — and enjoy — a graduation party

See PARTY Page 16
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ANSWERS: A-6 B-3 
C-1 D-4 E-9 F-2 
G-13 H-10 I-8 J-7 
K-12 L-5 M-11

Jalia Bunn

Shawn Hicks Brook Paschall

Gavin Wear Kionty Wills

William Harmon

Madison Norris

Randall Strickland

John Coleman

Jordan Nichols Raylon Shaw

Kendall Grace Connard Maggie Defir
A B DC E

F G IH

K

J

L M

www.advancemonticellonian.com
P.O. Box 486 • Monticello, AR 71655 • (870) 367-5325

Through the academic challenges of their coursework and the 
extraordinary challenges of the pandemic, the students we celebrate 
today have gone the extra mile to reach this goal. We recognize their 
exceptional hard work and dedication, and we wish them all the best in 
their future endeavors.

Congratulations 
to the

Class of 2022!

Honoring Today’s Graduates
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Celebrating
the Bright Future

Ahead of You
Today’s graduates are tomorrow’s leaders, and we’re 

filled with hope and pride as the Class of 2022 celebrates this 
milestone achievement and takes the next step.

CORNER EXPRESS
Hours: Mon.-Fri. 6am-8pm

Sat. 5am-6pm • Closed Sun.
967 Hwy 278 E | Monticello | 870-367-3387

O & M Oil Co., Inc.
200 N. Drew • Star City • 628-4466

700 E. Gaines • Monticello • 367-6537
1052 OLD WARREN RD. • MONTICELLO, AR  71655

870-367-0044 • 870-367-5695 fax

REHABILITATION AND CARE CENTER
BELLEVIEW ESTATES

Congratulations Class of 2022!

Way
To
Go!

CONGRATULATIONS	
2022	GRADUATES!	

	

Drug and Alcohol Safety 
Education Program 

(DASEP) 
(870) 367-1701 

Call our office if you would 
like help getting your 

drivers license back after 
a DWI/DUI/BWI/MIP charge 
or if you would like help, 

we can direct you to 
treatment services! 

 
 
 Stay alive! Don’t drink  
and/or take drugs  
and drive! Think ahead 
and always have a safe 
designated driver! 	

 
 
 Friends don’t let  
friends drive impaired.  
Keep the people you love safe.  
Do not let anyone drive impaired. 	

scenario. 
Pick a theme

A theme can make a 
graduation party even more 
enjoyable. Tie the theme 
into the grad’s personality 
or future plans or go with a 
classic, such as a Hawaiian 
luau, which is fitting for 
outdoor events. 
Hire a wait staff

One way to enjoy the 
graduation party is to free 
up time to mingle. Hiring 
a wait staff means drink 
and food service as well as 
clean-up can be handled by 
others.

Graduation parties soon 
will be in full swing. Par-
ents can make their young-
sters’ graduation bash more 
memorable by getting a 
head start and incorporat-
ing a few useful strategies.

PARTY
Continued from Page 14

Explore these college savings strategies
Enrolling in a trade school 

or college is widely consid-
ered the next step after a 
student graduates from high 
school. College is especially 
popular, as the U.S. Bureau 
of Labor Statistics reports 
that 62.7 percent of high 
school graduates went on to 
colleges and universities in 
2020. 

Finding ways to pay for 
higher education has long 
been a goal for students and 
their families. PrepScholar, 
a college testing preparation 
resource, calculates that, by 
2033, students can expect 
to pay around $237,000 at 
in-state public universities 
and $464,000 at private 
colleges or universities for 
four-year degrees. That high 
cost is why so many families 
take proactive steps to set 
aside funds for college soon 
after their children are born. 
No matter the situation, 
taking the steps to plan and 
save helps to make schooling 

more affordable.
529 college savings 
plan

A 529 is a specialized sav-
ings account for college and 
university costs. Most plans 
can be opened by a U.S. 
citizen or resident alien age 
18 and older. The individu-
al opening the account can 
be a parent, grandparent, 
cousin, or even a friend. The 
student is the beneficiary 
of the account. Four-year 
schools, community col-
leges and vocational/trade 
schools accept 529 accounts 
as payment sources. The 
only requirement is that the 
school must participate in 
the U.S. Department of Ed-
ucation student financial aid 
programs. 
Education savings 
account, or Education 
IRA

The financial experts at 
Ramsey Solutions say an 

ESA works like a Roth IRA 
but it is designed specifical-
ly for education expenses. 
Individuals can invest up to 
$2,000 (after tax) per year, 
per child. The account grows 
tax-free. The rate of growth 
varies based on investments 
in the account. Ramsey 
estimates that at an average 
return rate of 12 percent on a 
$36,000 investment ($2,000 
per year for 18 years) would 
grow to around $126,000 
by the time the child starts 
college. An ESA also can be 
used to pay for K-12 private 
school tuition, school sup-
plies, tutoring, or textbooks. 
It also can be transferred 
to a sibling if the money is 
not needed for a particular 
student.
UTMA/UGMA plan

This plan is different from 
ESAs and 529s because it is 
not specifically designed for 
college savings. The Uniform 
Transfer/Gift to Minors Act 

is in the child’s name but 
is controlled by a guardian 
until the child reaches age 
18 or 21. This mutual fund 
account can be used to save 
for college with reduced tax-
es, or funds can be used for 
other expenses, such as a car 
or housing.
Advanced placement 
classes

AP classes allow high 
school students to take 
college-level courses that 
can be converted into college 
credits. Each AP class reduc-
es the need to pay for a class 
in college. This can add up 
to some significant savings. 
In addition, performing 
well in AP classes may make 
students more attractive to 
colleges and universities, 
helping students to earn 
academic scholarships.

Saving for college can start 
early and there are vari-
ous vehicles for families to 
explore.

7 gift ideas for soon-to-be graduates
It would be an understate-

ment to say that it has been 
an interesting few years for 
the Class of 2022. Due to 
the pandemic, many soon-
to-be grads spent a signifi-
cant portion of their school 
years adapting to a changing 
landscape, both at school 
and at home. While it is an 
accomplishment to reach 
graduation in a “normal” 
situation, students who have 
succeeded and thrived in 
the face of pandemic-related 
adversity are worthy of extra 
celebration.

Graduation gifts are a 
great way to show grads 
how proud you are that they 
stayed the course in the face 
of significant challenges. 

Here are seven gift ideas for 
graduates. 

1. Journal: Graduates are 
about to start new chapters 
in their lives. Either a blank 
journal or one with writing 
prompts can help grads get 
their thoughts on paper to 
document both the many 
moments that will shape the 
next few years.

2. Mascot- or school-
themed offerings: If a high 
school graduate will be going 
on to higher education, then 
visit the college or universi-
ty’s spirit shop to purchase 
anything from sweatshirts 
to blankets to coffee mugs 
featuring a school logo or 
mascot. On the first day of 
classes, the new student will 

already feel part of the team.
3. New wardrobe: Grad-

uating means forging new 
paths, whether in a career or 
through additional school-
ing. Grads can look the part 
with several items from a fa-
vorite retailer. Those who are 
unsure of the graduate’s style 
can purchase a gift card and 
let the grad go on a spending 
spree.

4. Framed school photo 
or map: A piece of artwork 
can evoke strong emotions 
of time spent on campus. 
Frame a black-and-white or 
sepia-tone print of the aerial 
view of campus, or opt for 
an official school tour map, 
which indicates buildings 
and other points of interest. 

This could become a cher-
ished keepsake.

5. Bedside organizational 
pouch: Dorm life requires 
maximizing a small amount 
of space. An organizational 
pouch or pocket can keep 
essentials such as a tablet, 
book, reading glasses, and 
remote control close by and 
organized without taking 
up a lot of room. Some are 
designed to rest over a couch 
cushion or slide between a 
mattress and bed frame.

6. Automotive essentials: 
Graduates will be facing all 
sorts of new expenses, so 
easing any sort of financial 
burden can help them in a 
big way. Vehicles tend to be 
major financial drains for 

teens and young adults. Pre-
paid cash cards, gas station 
gift cards, vouchers for car 
washes, and even gift cards 
to an automotive supply 
store can help graduates 
direct their funds elsewhere.

7. Personal coffeemaker: 
Many people feel coffee is 
essential to make it through 
the day. Graduates who will 
soon be studying for college 
exams or those waking up 
early for their first forays 
into the workforce may 
appreciate an on-demand 
pick-me-up. Coffeemakers 
are much more streamlined 
these days, and there are 
pots designed to use loose 
grounds or special pods to 
produce cups quickly.

Shoppers can explore 
many interesting options to 
commemorate the accom-
plishments of the class of 
2022.
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WE ARE PROUD OF YOU!
DESTIN CHRISTMAS

DCHS

JOHN MICHAEL EFIRD
MHS

RIVER CARTER
MONTICELLO KINDERGARTEN

BENTLEY BURNS
MONTICELLO KINDERGARTEN

GRACEN NORTON
MONTICELLO KINDERGARTEN

As COVID-19-inspired 
travel restrictions are loos-
ened across the globe, many 
newly minted graduates are 
eager to travel the world. 
Graduates planning such ex-
cursions — whether large or 
small — will need essentials 
to help them make the most 
of their travels. 
Wireless headphones/
earbuds

Travelers can enjoy crisp, 
perfect sound while on the 
go without the need for 
wires. Wireless devices can 
be used on planes, buses 
and other forms of trans-
portation to listen to music, 
movies, television shows, or 
podcasts. 
Lightweight daypack

Space is a hot commodity 
while traveling. Many air-
lines also charge fees for ex-
ceeding luggage weight lim-

its or having extra baggage. 
A lightweight backpack that 
collapses is easily packed 
and also can be used for day 
trips, hikes and sightseeing 
expeditions.
Instant film camera

How often do people 
take pictures only for them 
to remain on a phone or 
locked in “cloud” limbo? 
Graduates can have fun with 
instant-film cameras that 
produce prints on the fly. 
They can double as post-
cards to send home to family 
eager for news. Options are 
available from both Polaroid 
and Fuji.
Scrapbooking supplies

While grads are printing 
instant photos, they can 
begin planning memory 
books that catalogue their 
post-graduation adventures. 
Put together a selection of 
scrapbooking essentials, 

including colored papers, 
stickers, photo holders, and 
stencils, as a great scrap-
booking starter.
Tags and holders

Graduates can travel in 
style with matching luggage 
tag and passport holder sets. 
Have them monogrammed 
for an even more personal 
touch.
Scratch off map

Every traveler needs a way 
to document where he or 
she has been. Gift a scratch-
off map of North America or 
the entire world. Grads can 
scratch off the top layer of 
the map to reveal a color-
ful under layer to highlight 
places they have been.
Personalized week-
ender

Not every trip a graduate 
takes has to be lengthy. 
An overnight stay or a trip 

of only a few days doesn’t 
require a lot of luggage. 
A classic weekender bag 
monogrammed with the 
graduate’s name will ensure 
he or she travels in style.

Travel jewelry case
It’s easy to misplace jewel-

ry while on the go. A handy 
zippered pouch can keep 
earrings, necklaces and rings 

in one spot so they’re easily 
packed away when needed.

Graduates planning on 
travel after graduation will 
appreciate travel-related 
gifts.

Travel gifts for college grads

What to know about taking a year off school
Over the last two years, people from all 

walks of life have reevaluated their pri-
orities in the face of a global pandemic. 
That reevaluation has led some students 
to take a break from school.

While taking a break can be the right 
choice for some students, certain vari-
ables should be considered before press-
ing pause on education. Here’s a deeper 
look into taking a break from school.
A chance to mentally recover

Many students try to press through 
courses even when they are unwell or 
trying to recover from a significant 
condition. This can put students at a 
disadvantage that could adversely affect 
their academic performance, which may 
have an effect on their graduation pros-
pects and future success. A break gives 
students a chance to get their health, 
including their mental wellness, in order 
and then return to their coursework fully 
focused. 
Enjoy a renewed vigor for 

academics
Some students may begin courses 

without a solid plan for the future. In 
such instances, students could be paying 
tuition for courses they’re not interested 
in. A break can offer students an oppor-
tunity to reassess the direction they’re 
going in and come back to school with a 
fresh approach for the future.
Student loan grace period 

College students who have federal 
student loans in the United States are 
entitled to one six-month grace peri-
od during which payments will not be 
required, according to Forbes Advisor. 
After a student drops below part-time 
status, the grace period begins. Someone 
who takes a semester off from school 
may trigger that grace period clock. 
When the student returns to school and 
then graduates, or if he or she chooses 
to leave again, repayment of the loan 
will begin immediately, as a second six-
month grace period is not permitted.

Internships
Some students take a break from 

school because an internship opens up 
outside of the time parameters set by 
some schools. Internships tend to occur 
in junior or senior years of college and 
could earn students college credit. 
Scholarship eligibility

Leaving school before the year is 
over may affect scholarship eligibility, 
as scholarships often are contingent 
on students attending school full-time. 
A student can speak with his or her 
school’s finance office or bursar to see if 
a prorated repayment may be necessary 
and/or to defer an upcoming semester 
scholarship until they return.

There are many reasons students 
might want to take a break from aca-
demics. Before pumping the brakes on 
school students should be confirm the 
long-term effects such a break will have 
on their academic standing.
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Hats Off to the Graduates
You’ve overcome the challenges and risen to the occasion, and today we 

salute your hard work and accomplishments. Congratulations on this milestone 
achievement, and we wish you all the best as you take the next step.

When TIME Matters, Dial 911 & Request SEEMSsoutheastems@sbcglobal.net
503 W Gaines | P.O. Box 714 • Monticello, AR 71657

Office 870- 367-2300

Lyle Welch,
Owner/Operator

SOUTH EAST EMERGENCY
MEDICAL SERVICE
INC.


