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Youth Residential Programs

Resource Parent Training

Respite Care for Foster Families

Transition Services

Laurence E. Schmidt Resource Center

           

The mission of Vera Lloyd is to heal, prepare and empower children, youth and families in need.

Almost 100 years later, Vera Lloyd remains committed to 

children, youth and families in need in the state of Arkansas. 

What We Do

Annie B. Wells Campus - 745 Old Warren Rd. - Monticello, AR  71655 - 870-367-9035

How You Can Get Involved

Children (6-18) and youth in the juvenile justice 

system live on campus

Training & supportive classes for foster and 

adoptive parents

Youth in foster care can stay on campus for up 

to 7 days

Programs, classes and lessons offered to clients 

to transition from dependence to independence

Individual, group, family and couples counseling 

as well as providing workshops and training

If interested, please email 

info@veralloyd.org

Discover  more: 

VeraLloyd.org

Follow us: 

@VeraLloydPFS

Invite us to speak to your group or organization

Sponsor or volunteer for the 2022 Turkey Trot 5k

Adopt a house for an activity or holiday

Teach a life skills or hobby class

Sign up for our e-newsletter

Join our Sustainer Circle as a monthly donor

Pray for our youth, our staff and board of directors
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The Advance’s staff is delighted to welcome you to the 
2022 issue of the Hometown Reflections. Over the past 
few months, we have been working diligently to create and 
design this publication highlighting just a handful of things 
that make Drew County/Monticello such a great place to 
live. We hope you enjoy this year’s edition.

Dear Readers:

Sincerely, Advance Staff
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Be Inspired
NWFA/NOFMA

WOOD FLOORING

FAMILY OWNED & OPERATED SINCE 1992

190 Wilson Mill Road | Monticello, Arkansas 71655
Phone 870-367-2436 | Fax 870-367-2968
www.maxwellhardwoodflooring.com

S T A T E  C H A R T E R E D

M E M B E R  O F
T H E  F E D E R A L

R E S E R V E
S Y S T E M

CommerCial 
Bank

LOCAL
Bank

Think
LOCAL.

www.commercial-bank.net

We share a commitment to our community. 
Whether business or personal, we will work to find
the best options for you. Call today! (870) 367-6221

By Ashley Hogg
editor@monticellonews.net

For many years, the repairs to Lake 
Monticello have been the forefront 
of local news. Damage to the levee 
eventually required a total draw 
down of the lake. While drained, 
the City of Monticello and Arkansas 
Game and Fish Commission per-
formed other necessary maintenance 
and upgrades. 

“This has been a long process,” 
Mayor Paige Chase said. “Engineers 
and contractors dug down to the 
failure in the levee and rebuilt the 
structure. This process took time 
because they had to compact the dirt 
and bring in additional dirt several 
times to ensure necessary repairs 
were completed properly. In addition 
to levee repairs, we concentrated on 
the swimming area on the Hunger 
Run access side. We have ordered a 
water curtain that is eight feet tall 
and approximately 250 long that 
will be placed on the perimeter of 
the swimming area. This should help 

prevent swimmers from drifting out 
too far.”

While the contractors were repair-
ing the levee, City of Monticello em-
ployees have made upgrades to the 
docks, cut a boat lane and assisted 
the Arkansas Game and Fish Com-
mission on several special projects. 

“Habitat work began on the Lake 
Monticello lakebed on July 19, 
2020,” Kris Nault, District 5 Fish-
eries Supervisor said. “A total of 41 
brush piles, 117 pallet structures, 
and 32 porcupine fish cribs were 
constructed during that week. These 
structures were placed offshore in 
the 10 to 30 ft. depth range. On 
November 23, 121 trees were hinge 
cut along the shoreline between 
the Hunger Run Access, and Bikini 
Beach to create shallow water fish 
habitat. Also, during the week of De-
cember 6, 120 single and 60 double 
pallet structures were built from 720 
pallets.  This cover was placed at 12 
sites located along the shorelines of 
farm ponds or culvert/bridge cross-
ings located on the lakebed. Then, a 

Waiting on the rain

Ashley Hogg/Advance Monticellonian

See LAKE Page 8

dump truck load of pea gravel was 
delivered to both the Hunger Run 
Access and Plantersville accesses 
and was spread out in front of bank 
fishing areas with a backhoe and a 
hand rake in order to create sunfish 
spawning habitat. The gravel was 
spread to a depth of approximately 
four inches and should increase the 
opportunity for bank anglers to catch 
spawning sunfish.”

The goal of AGFC is to return Lake 
Monticello to a “Trophy Fishing” 
destination as it was when the lake 
was first opened. Approximately 
1,510 tons of agricultural lime was 
spread throughout Lake Monticello’s 
lakebed with backhoes. Lake Mon-
ticello has alkalinity below 20 mg/l 
and the lime applications should 
increase the effectiveness of fertilizer 
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Owner -
Jeff Rawls
870-814-8798

206 N Main St
Monticello, AR

Also be sure
to check out:

On the Square • Downtown Monticello • Mon - Sat 9:00 a.m.- 5:30 p.m. • 460-0038
DISCOUNT  MERCHANDISE

THOUSANDS OF NAME BRAND ITEMS. UNBEATABLE LOW PRICES.

2021 Drew County 
Readers’ Choice Awards

#1Furniture Store
Mattress Store

Family 
Owned

www.monticellocoffeecompany.com

 316 S Hwy. 425
 870-412-4574

Hours: M-F 6am-5pm • Sat 
7am-3pm • Closed Sunday

Drive-thru window

Find us on 
Facebook

FEATURING:
• Breakfast Sandwiches & Assorted Pastries • Panini Sandwiches for Lunch

• Specialty Cold Drinks Including FRESH Squeezed Lemonade & Specialty Teas
• Coffee • Nitro Bar • Espresso Bar • House-Made Syrups • Lattes

• Cappuccinos

RESERVE OUR MOBILE UNIT 
 for special events, weddings, meetings, family reunions & more!

Griffin Heating, Air & 
Electric, LLC

542 W. Gaines St. Monticello

M9419

870-367-6531

Your Comfort Is Our Goal... No Matter What It’s Like Outside, 
We Keep You Comfortable Inside!

• Duct work
• Blown insulation
• Sheet metal work
• Carrying a wide variety of filters, grills, and 
other parts for “do it yourselfers”

• Specializing 
in heating, air 
conditioning, and 
electrical

HVACR 
2459070

• Yearly service 
contracts available
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99 Years of Business 76 Years of Business

151 Years of Business

Your Hometown
Newspaper since 1870!
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135 Years of Business 112 Years of Business 110 Years of Business

CommerCial Bank
C O M M U N I T Y  P E O P L E  Y O U  K N O W  /  M E M B E R  F D I C

WE ARE THE COMMUNITY BUILDERS

www.commercial-bank.net

Main Bank /  367-6221       Bankline / 367-BANK      Time & Temp / 367-2424

72 Years of Business 69 Years of Business

67 Years of Business 50 Years of Business
In case of an emergency, dial 911 

and ask for

MONTICELLO 
AMBULANCE 
SERVICE, INC.
325 W Shelton • 367-7384

Scott & Sherry Carson
Owners

54 Years of Business

On the Square
PO Box 1100 • Monticello, AR 71657

smullis@ccc-cable.net
870-367-2431

Fax 870-367-1241

Sammy Mullis
Insurance

52 Years of Business

38 Years of Business

A N N S W O O D  A PA R T M E N T S
R E T I R E M E N T  C E N T E R

 570 W. Conrad
Monticello, AR 71655

Phone: 870-367-5967             

43 Years of Business 42 Years of Business44 Years of Business

535 Jordan Drive
Monticello, AR

870-367-MAIN (6246)
www.mainlinehealth.net

Vera 
Lloyd

Presbyterian Family Services
713 Old Warren Road

Monticello, AR 71655 • 870-367-9035

37 Years of Business

870-536-0161
www.metalmarts.com

4400 Highway 65 South • Pine Bluff, AR

30 Years of Business 28 Years of Business

367-2436
190 Wilson Mill Rd.

O'Fallon 
Veterinary Services, Inc.

1054 Hwy 425 S.  • Monticello 
870-367-5242

Mon-Wed. & Fri. • 7:30am - 5:30pm

Thurs. ‘til 8:30pm for your convenience!

778 Scogin Drive • Monticello 

870-367-2411

PO Box 1890
Monticello, AR 

71657
870-367-3076

www.
monticelloedc.org

Nita
McDaniel,
Executive
Director

RYBURN

Logo
Our circular mark is comprised of a unique “CB” illustration which stands for 
Citizens Bank. The typography that accompanies our circular mark is set in the 
typeface Georgia. The Georgia typeface exhibits the strength and stability of 
Citizens Bank. Beneath “Citizens Bank” is a horizontal green bar followed by 
our tagline, A Bank Built For You. All of these elements make up the Citizens 
Bank logo. 

The logo may be used without our tagline on long term items such as outdoor 
signage. It is also appropriate to use on embroidered apparel or in similar 
instances when the legibility of the tagline may be compromised. 

The horizontal logo is to be used primarily. The vertical logo should be used on 
items with smaller or narrower space.

Our logo can only be used in these formats. No other variations are acceptable.
Please contact the Citizens Bank marketing department for approval of logo 
useage on printed materials. 

     Horizontal      Vertical

3

Delta 
  Counseling 
     Associates, Inc.

790 Roberts Dr. • 870-367-2461

Griffin 
Heating, Air & Electric, LLC

542 W. Gaines St. • Monticello, AR
Office & After Hours 870-367-6531

HVACR 2459070 M9419

28 Years of Business

Select  

CONCRETE CO., L.L.C.
206 S. Hyatt • Monticello, AR

870-367-8522
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Honor Roll Of Business
25 Years of Business 23 Years of Business

314  E. Gaines
870-367-1146

24 Years of Business

20 Years of Business

310 W. McCloy • Monticello
870-367-2727

16 Years of Business

SouthEast Emergency
Medical Services, Inc.

Office 870-367-2300
For emergencies call 911 & request SEEMS

503 W Gaines • P.O. Box 714
Monticello

Lyle Welch, Owner/Operator
southeastems@sbcglobal.net

19 Years of Business

Discount 
MerchanDise

on the

square

on the

square

460-0038 • 206 N Main Street
Open Mon - Sat 9:00 a.m. - 5:30 p.m.

3 Years of Business 1 Year of Business

6 Years of Business

4 Years of Business

316 S Hwy. 425 • 870-412-4574
www.monticellocoffeecompany.com

Dr. Jay 
Connelley, MD

23 years 
practicing in 
Monticello

patrick’s 
spee-d-lube

patrick’s 
autO WasH

502 Hwy 425 S
Monticello, AR

125 Westgate Drive 
Monticello, AR

27 Years of Business

Monday-Friday 6 a.m.-6 p.m. 

367-5896 • 572 W. Gaines

Monticello

870-460-9777
8:00 AM - 5:00 PM Monday-Friday

777 Jordan Drive

REINHART
FAMILY HEALTHCARE

Pomeroy’s Hometown Ace
500 Hwy 425 N • Monticello • (870) 412-4860
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in the future. 
Some deep ponds in the lakebed 

were still holding water after the 
draining process was complete. 
AGFC decided that the use of Ro-
tenone was necessary to ensure 
all undesirable fish be eradicated. 
Rotenone was applied to a total of 21 
ponds and the standing water above 
the spillway in the fall, primarily to 
kill Yellow Bass and Grass Carp.

“Several Yellow Bass and hundreds 
of Grass Carp were killed during the 
rotenone applications,” Nault add-
ed. “The eradication of submersed 
vegetation from Lake Monticello 
was a result of Grass Carp that were 
stocked during the late 1990’s and 
early 2000’s.  Also, Yellow Bass have 
the potential to compete for food 
with Largemouth Bass and Black 
Crappie and are not targeted by an-
glers that often.”  

Local angler Chris VanDuren noted 
that he and the entire fishing com-
munity are excited for the lake to 
reopen.

“We have people who really miss 
going out and catching the number 
and size of fish we caught in previous 

years at Lake Monticello,” VanDuren 
said. “Those same people are ex-
cited to see the lake reopen as the 
grass filled lake, we all once knew. I 
hope that we can work together and 
maintain it a little better this time 
around. All anglers want to keep it 
clean, well-managed and maintain a 
size fish that is not only enjoyable to 
catch, but to be able to catch them in 
excess.”

As 2021 came and went, 15 Georgia 
Cubes were placed at two sites in the 
lake and 100 spider buckets were 
assembled and placed off the fishing 
piers. A total of 67 habitat sites were 
created and will be available to the 
public through AGFC’s mapper.

“1,532 additional trees were hinge 
cut in 2021, for a total of 1,653 
trees,” Nault said. “The reason that 
we hinge cut so many trees is that we 
wanted to provide enough habitat to 
actually improve gamefish popula-
tions. These hinge cuts will range in 
water depths from six inches to eight 
feet and will provide excellent cover 
for adult and juvenile gamefish. We 
also applied rotenone to 14.7 miles of 
creeks in the Lake Monticello wa-
tershed utilizing five-gallon back-
pack sprayers. Every Creek in the 
watershed was intermittent and had 
isolated pools, so walking the creeks 

with a backpack sprayer was the only 
effective way to apply rotenone.”  

“We pumped the standing water 
above the spillway from 67 acres to 
17 acres. A berm was built across 
the canal above the spillway and two 
six-inch trash pumps were ran 24 
hours a day for three weeks straight 
in order to pump the water down 
from 67 to 17 acres. Then, we applied 
rotenone to the 17 acres of standing 
water. The water was pumped down 
in order to concentrate fish so the 
Rotenone application would be more 
effective and to save money on the 

cost of Rotenone. Although gamefish 
were also killed during the Rotenone 
applications, we plan to restock the 
lake beginning in 2022. During the 
fall, we plan to restock the lake with 
Bluegill, Redear Sunfish, Fathead 
Minnows, Golden Shiners, and 
Threadfin Shad. These species are 
heavily preyed upon by larger game-
fish and will be stocked in the fall in 
the absence of higher-level predators 
so they can become established and 
spawn at least once the following 
spring. Florida Largemouth Bass and 
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Select 
CONCRETE CO., L.L.C.

Rock Solid Results. 
Monticello
367-8522

LOCATIONS THROUGHOUT SOUTHEAST ARKANSAS: Warren • McGehee • Dumas • Star City

777 Jordan Drive Connelley Family Medical PLLC (P) 870-460-9001 
Monticello, AR 71655 (F) 870-412-4575 

September 16, 2019 

 

To my patients & medical colleagues,  

I was recently diagnosed with Leukemia and am undergoing treatments for the next few 

months.  I have remained involved in determining the plan of care for my patients, and 

plan to actively return to practice at Connelley Family Medical around the beginning of 

2020.   

While on this journey, my primary concern is the continuation of medical care for my 

patients. Thus, I have personally selected physicians and other healthcare professionals 

that will be available to provide patient care at Connelley Family Medical.  

I look forward to a full recovery and sincerely appreciate all the prayers, cards, and 

support.  

 

With Deepest Gratitude,  

Dr. Jay Connelley  
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To my patients & medical colleagues,

I was recently diagnosed with Leukemia and am undergoing 
treatments for the next few months. I have remained involved 
in determining the plan of care for my patients, and plan to 
actively return to practice at Connelley Family Medical around the 
beginning of 2020.

While on this journey, my primary concern is the continuation 
of medical care for my patients. Thus, I have personally selected 
physicians and other healthcare professionals that will be 
available to provide patient care at Connelley Family Medical.

I look forward to a full recovery and sincerely appreciate all the 
prayers, cards, and support.

With
Deepest Gratitude,

Dr. Jay Connelley

777 Jordan Drive
Monticello, AR 71655

(P) 870-460-9001
(F) 870-412-4575

is Our Mission!
Your Health

   Jay R. 
Connelley, 

M.D.

Katelan 
Welch, 
APRN

777 Jordan Drive
Monticello

Connelley
Family Medical

provides:
Annual Wellness 
Sports Physical

Preventative
Health 

Call and schedule an 
appointment with us 

today!

870-460-9001

File photo
Many Monticellonians look forward to the refilling of Lake Monticello, however, the timeline will de-
pend on a number of factors.

LAKE
Continued from Page 4

See LAKE Page 9
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As our communities and small businesses continue to bounce 

back from the global pandemic, we remain committed to providing 

Beyond Banking solutions to everyone. This includes our friends

in Monticello and the surrounding areas.

Come stop by. Let’s talk about how we can go Beyond Banking for you.

Providing Beyond Banking Solutions
to all of Arkansas.

844.350.8512 | thecitizensbank.net

Black Crappie will be stocked in 
the spring of 2023. One advantage 
to killing out Largemouth Bass 
during the rotenone application 
is that Largemouth Bass with 
northern bass alleles will be taken 
out of the population.  By stocking 
pure Florida Largemouth Bass, 
the trophy potential of the Large-
mouth population will be greater 
as a result of starting over with 
pure Florida Largemouth Bass.”

The question on everyone’s 
mind is “when will Lake Monticel-
lo reopen?” Unfortunately, no one 
has an exact answer.

“We estimate approximately 
three years before the lake is full 
and reopened and that is if we 
have plenty of rain and no more 
setbacks,” Mayor Chase stated.

“Lake Monticello could take 
anywhere from three to five years 
to refill to normal pool because 
it has a small watershed, and the 
rate at which the lake refills is 
completely dependent on rain-
fall.”

LAKE
Continued from Page 8

Food Truck Friday becomes monthly social gathering

Ashley Hogg/Advance Monticellonian
Food Truck Friday has become a popular place to gather once a month.See FTF Page 10

By Ashley Hogg
editor@monticellonews.net

One special Friday night a month, 
Monticello welcomes food vendors 
from across the state as they get ready 
to feed the hungry patrons for Food 
Truck Friday.

The idea began several years ago 
when a group of interested people led 
by Pauline Baptist Associate Pastor 
Ryan Copico, wanted a way to bring 
people together in the community. The 
group immediately knew that food is 
the universal language and the idea to 
bring in food trucks was born. As it did 
the entire world, Covid-19 put a halt to 
this community get-together. Now that 
things are closer to normal, people are 
lining up to taste everything these food 
trucks have to offer.

“We tried this a few times at the 
church, but we wanted to make sure 
that anyone, not just church members, 
knew this was a community wide event 
and that everyone was welcome to 
enjoy,” Copico said. “For the past year, 
the food vendors have lined the parking 
lot at Monticello Coffee Company. They 
have the space here and the owners are 



By Ashley Hogg
editor@monticellonews.net

Monticello native Rachel Kellum 
opened SHINE Dance Studio in August 
of 2020. Temporarily sharing space 
with a local church, the property at 
775 Edgewood St. became 100 percent 
artistic space in October 2021.

“This has been my dream since I 
was a little girl,” Kellum stated. “When 
choosing a name for the studio, I had 
a hard time. One of my close friends 
asked me what my favorite Bible verse 
was. That was when I knew, ‘SHINE’ 
had to be the name.” 

Kellum quoted Matthew 5:16, “Let 
your light shine before men, that they 
may see your good works and glorify 
your Father in heaven.”

“When we would be dropped off for 
school, my parents would always say 
things like, “let your light shine.” It 
became like our little family saying,” 
Kellum remembered fondly.

She is the daughter of Postmaster 
Bruce Brown and retired teacher Lisa 
Brown. Her brother is Dr. Barrett 
Brown of SEARK Eye Care and her 

husband of eight years, John David 
Kellum owns Kellum Electric, LLC.

Having danced since age three, Ra-
chel took lessons from a local studio, 
danced at Monticello High School and 
received her bachelor’s degree from 
Henderson State University with a 
minor in dance.

“I wanted to go to Henderson be-
cause it is one of the only schools in 
the state that you can study dance,” 
Kellum said. “I majored in Art and 
when I graduated, I got my Masters of 
Arts in Teaching from UAM.”

Before opening SHINE, Kellum 
taught elementary art at Monticello 
and Hamburg.

“When we opened this studio, teach-
ing during the day and running the 
studio at night was a little too much to 
handle,” Kellum said. “I want to give 
the kids the best experience possible. I 
want them to know they have my time 
and attention and I want them to learn 
and grow while they are here.”

Kellum goes above and beyond with 
her students and provides a safe place 
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so community minded.”
Annette Taylor and Lore Ward are 

the mother daughter team that own 
and run Monticello Coffee Company. 
The duo has immersed themselves and 

their love of java into Monticello since 
opening the store in 2018. 

“We are happy to be a part of such 
a fun community event that brings so 
many different people together to enjoy 
the same thing,” Taylor stated. 

While waiting in line to order your 
tasty treat of choice, it is likely that 
you will see a friend, neighbor or even 
co-worker. Due to the growing popu-
larity of Food Truck Friday, a Facebook 
page has been created and you can 
tag yourself in pictures and give other 
patrons advice on what to order.

Through this event, local budding 
chefs have been able to showcase their 
creativity and culinary flare.

Leonard’s Sandwich Shop has 
become a household name among 
Rueben sandwich lovers. Local busi-
ness owner Terrell Leonard is serving 
up hot sandwiches for all different 
types of taste buds, but he has become 
small town famous for his corned beef 
and sauerkraut on rye bread. Irlanda’s 
Kitchen is a huge hit with her authentic 
tacos and other Mexican cuisine. El-
len’s is serving up delicious Cajun cook-
ing, and one of Monticello’s youngest 
entrepreneurs is cranking out tasty 
beverages to go with any food truck 
selection.

Lily Copico is an 11-year-old Monti-
cello native who, along with the help 

and guidance of her family, has operat-
ed “Lily’s Tea Tree” for approximately 
five years. In the warmer months, Lily 
and her many seasonal flavors of tea 
can be found at Market in the Park. 
Since the weather was less than desir-
able at the January Food Truck Friday, 

Lily was serving hot chocolate to shiv-
ering guests as well as her famous tea 
and lemonade.

The latest Food Truck Friday brought 
in Vendors from all around the natural 

FTF
Continued from Page 9

Ashley Hogg/Advance Monticellonian
Lily Copico offers hot chocolate on colder eve-
nings during Food Truck Friday.

Ashley Hogg/Advance Monticellonian
No matter the weather, patrons young and old come out to enjoy the monthly Food Truck Friday at 
Monticello Coffee Company.

Letting your light SHINE

Photo courtesy of Rachel Kellum
At the grand opening of SHINE, Rachel Kellum, center, is surrounded by support staff. See SHINE Page 10

See FTF Page 20
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for students to vent their frustrations 
and learn about God.

“My middle school students tell me 
everything,” Kellum stated. “Some 
were really struggling this year, so 

I reached out to the 
parents and asked 
them if they minded 
if I did a Bible study 
before dance class each 
week. Everyone was 
cool with the idea, so 
we spend a little bit of 
time studying the Bible 

before class. I think it helps everyone 
on their journey in life.”

SHINE Dance Studio provides a 
wide variety of dance, gymnastics and 
other performing arts classes.

“We offer competitive and recre-
ational, tap, jazz, hip-hop, lyrical 
ballet, contemporary dance as well as 
skills, gymnastics, cheerleading, art 
and piano lessons,” Kellum noted. “We 
have two gymnastics and cheerleading 
coaches; Hannah Hilton and Jewel 
Chapman and Haley Greer teaches 
piano lessons a few times a week. I 
teach the art classes and a majority 
of the dance classes, but I have many 
wonderful assistants who are still 
students.”

Kellum takes communication and 
parent involvement very seriously 
when it comes to her students. 

“I think one of the biggest concerns 
I get from parents when signing their 
child up for dance for the first time is, 
will the costumes be modest or will the 
song choice be appropriate,” Kellum 
stated. “I try to assure them age appro-
priateness is something we consider 
for every class and every performance. 

I just want people to be happy and feel 
comfortable about their kids coming 
here and learning. Any issues that 
arise, I handle them case by case and 
most of the time, a solution is found.”

This summer, SHINE will undergo 
a complete renovation. The plan is to 
spend the summer tearing down the 
walls and rebuilding to have a large 
gym with large beams and bars for 
gymnastics, and three separate rooms 
that will serve as dance and art rooms.

Kellum says what she thinks sets 
SHINE apart of the other dance stu-
dios in town is that they try to love all 
the students the way God loves us.

“I love to dance but I love these 
kids more,” Kellum added. “All of the 

instructors here want kids to be suc-
cessful but mostly, have fun. If we have 
one student that makes it as a profes-
sional dancer that attended this studio 
that is great, but our focus is helping 
kids learn, grow and letting their light 
shine.”

Spring recitals and art exhibits for 
SHINE students will be at the UAM 
Fine Arts building April 29 through 
May 1.

For more information about register-
ing for classes at SHINE Dance Studio, 
visit www.shinedance870.com or find 
them on Facebook and Instagram.

SHINE
Continued from Page 10

Photos courtesy of Rachel Kellum
PERFORMING ARTS SHINE studio dancers attend an annual recital.

KELLUM
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went into the process before they 
made the decision to open up shop in 
Monticello.

“We looked at many opportunities 
over a wide geographic area including 
central and western Tennessee, central 
and northwest Arkansas and many ex-
isting businesses and franchises,” Mi-
chael added. “However, no matter how 
many options we evaluated, we kept 
coming back to this as being one of the 
best. We took about a year to do proper 
research on all opportunities and then 
an additional six months to learn about 
ACE in particular. Then it took another 
six months to locate a property and se-
cure financing. Once we broke ground 
on the building, we were able to move 
rather quickly through construction, 
store preparation and finally opening. 
From beginning to end, the entire pro-
cess took around two and a half years.”

Opening a business is not for the 
faint of heart. The Pomeroys believe 
their determination helped them be 
successful.

“I attribute our success to dogged 
determination to power through the 
bad times that everyone is going to 
experience in life,” Michael said. “The 
goal is coming out of it and finding 
ourselves in a better place than where 
we were before we started. There were 

many challenges. First off, I had never 
bought commercial property before 
or managed a construction project of 
this size. Neither of us has run our own 
business, before this, we were both 
always on someone else’s payroll. More 
challenges are sure to come but right 
now, we are continuing to learn and 
get better.”

Now that society is establishing a 
new normal, ACE hopes to become 
more involved in the community.

“We sponsor some sports teams, and 
we are involved with the Chamber of 
Commerce, but we would like to be in-
volved more as time allows,” Stacy not-
ed. “We offer wedding registries where 
customers can come in and hand pick 
items that they would like to receive as 
gifts and we will do everything we can 
to help a customer.”

Currently, ACE has four full-time 
and five part-time employees. They 
stock seasonal items, tools, lawn 
equipment, paint, grills and much 
more. 

“The marketing major in me, as well 
as the professionals at ACE, saw an 
opening here which the store could fill 
and people here have made us feel very 
welcome,” Michael added. “I encour-
age people to seek out advice from peo-
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By Ashley Hogg	
editor@monticellonews.net

On August 5, 2020, Monticello saw 
the opening of its first ACE Hardware 
store, located at 500 U.S. Highway 425 
with owners Michael and Stacy Pome-
roy.

Both natives of Drew County, the 
Pomeroys spent many years of their 
lives fulfilling careers and raising chil-
dren across the United States. 

“I have a Bachelor of Science in Mar-
keting from the University of Arkansas 
at Monticello,” Michael stated. “I spent 
eight years working in hardwood lum-

ber production and then 34 years in 
business-to-business sales selling kiln 
dried and green lumber in almost ev-
ery specie grown in the United States. 
I sold Alder, Cherry, Hickory, Walnut, 
White Oak, Red Oak, Maple, etc from 
all four of the major hardwood growing 
regions in the country.”

“I have a Bachelor of Science in 
Psychology from UAM and 30 year’s 
experience working in Social Services,” 
Stacy said. “We have two children, one 
is here attending UAM, and the other 
is working in Alabama.”

When the couple was looking at their 
options, a lot of time and research 

Pomeroys return home to open ACE Hardware

Ashley Hogg/Advance Monticellonian
The store offers a variety of hardware and home ware, such as the “Backyard & BBQ” section shown 
above.

Ashley Hogg/Advance Monticellonian
Monticello natives Michael and Stacy Pomeroy opened ACE Hardware in the summer of 2020.

See ACE Page 15



PAGE 15 • HOMETOWN REFLECTIONS 2022ADVANCE-MONTICELLONIAN

COOPER TIRE DEALER

OIL CHANGES
A/C SERVICE • FRONT END ALIGNMENT
TUNE UPS • ROTATIONS • BRAKES
TIRES • FLATS

870-367-5896
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Monticello, AR 71655
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• Hill’s Science Diet/Prescription Diets

O’Fallon
Veterinary Services, Inc.

367-5242 • 1054 Hwy 425 S • Monticello

Serving Your 
Veterinary Needs for 

over 25 years

The Right
Vet For

Your Pet!
Caring 

for Small 
& Large 
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ple who know more than you do. Take 
your time doing research and coming 
to a decision. Once you make your de-
cision, move as quickly as you can and 
never lose momentum.”

ACE provides a simple shopping 

experience in store and online at www.
acehardware.com. Most items that 
ACE carries can be shipped directly 
to the store. ACE also utilizes social 
media to display their newest products 
and sale items. They can be found at 
www.facebook.com/Pomeroys-Home-
town-Ace and on Instagram at home-
townace.

Ashley Hogg/Advance Monticellonian
ACE takes pride in customer service. Their inventory covers a wide range of products, from indoor to outdoor.

ACE
Continued from Page 14
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367-2727 • 310 W. McCloy • Monticello

• Job Search Services -
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   market information
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• Career Counseling
• Basic Skills Assessment
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1-800-285-1131
Arkansas Relay Service TTY

Handicapped, efficiency & 
one bedroom apartments

When available
A family’s annual income must not exceed program income limits.

Limits are very low and extremely low incomes.

For more information write or call: Tracy Ballard, Office Manager, 
Equal Housing Opportunities.

ANNSWOOD APARTMENTS
RETIREMENT CENTER

PHONE: 870-367-5967
570 W. Conrad | Monticello, AR 71655

annswood@ccc-cable.net
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By: Jess Hylton

Advance Guest Writer

If you’ve been downtown on a Friday 
or Saturday night recently, you’ve 
likely noticed the sound of delta blues 
floating from the direction of Bella 
Luna.  The Groove Diggers, a musical 
trio consisting of Jerry McCoy, Ben 
Arrington, and Kenneth McDougald, 
breathe new life into vintage rock and 
roll chart toppers.  

The group started when McCoy and 
Arrington, previously of The Hammers, 
were asked to fill in for the restaurant’s 
regular band, but the then duo’s instant 
popularity quickly won them a per-
manent gig.  With live music venues 
waning under the struggle of COVID 
restrictions, McCoy and Arrington 
leapt at the opportunity to do what 
they love—play music and share it with 
others.  With a steady schedule, McCoy 
reached out to former high school 
guitar rival, McDougald, and thus the 
Groove Diggers were born.  The band 
focuses on playing classic rock and 
blues hits from bands like Creedence 
Clearwater Revival, Crosby, Stills and 
Nash, and Hank Williams.  

Before returning to the area to take 
care of aging parents, McCoy spent 
28 years in Nashville playing with the 
Allman Brothers, Ronnie Milsap, and 
Porter Wagner.  His band, Mighty 
High, released a record.  Arrington 
spent eight years in California play-
ing with the band Diamond Back and 
worked with Danny Federici.  McDou-
gald cut his teeth in more regional 
venues focusing on the festival scene in 
Louisiana, Arkansas, and Mississippi.  
Together, the Groove Diggers create 
a true Americana sound blending the 
hum of an overdriven single coil with 
west coast rock and roll, delta blues, 
and just a hint of Southern twang.   

Each show is an experience.  McCoy 
and McDougald split time at the mic 
and use their old high school rivalry to 
keep both guitarists pushing toward 
new heights, while Arrington noodles 
across the bass authentically recreating 
basslines we all know and love.  They 
set their stage with blue and red LED 
lights that perfectly compliment the 
way they play—cool and collected but 
with fiery passion.  When asked about 
what she thought of the band, local 
Hannah Hutson said, “I just came in 
for dinner, but I ended up staying for 
over an hour listening to songs I hadn’t 
heard in a long time.  These guys rock.”

While most of their current set list 

Experience live music with The Groove Diggers

Photos courtesy of Jess Hylton
Music lovers young and old can watch The Groove Diggers perform on Friday and Saturday nights at Bella Luna, on the square.

See GROOVE Page 23
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535 Jordan Drive • Monticello, AR
870-367-MAIN (6246)

www.mainlinehealth.net
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mainlinehealth
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File story by: Ashley Hogg

editor@monticellonews.net

The first known inter-commission 
meeting to take place in Arkansas oc-
curred Monday, Dec. 6 when the Mon-
ticello Planning Commission, Parks and 
Rec Commission, Economic Develop-
ment Commission and Advertising and 
Promotion Commission met for the first 
time as a group in the Citizens Bank 
Conference Room. 

The A and P Commission goals were 
presented by member Mike Wigley. 
He stated that the long term goals for 
A and P were to create a civic center in 
Monticello that would be able to host 
a large number of guests for various 
events. In the short term, they intend 
to bring events to the city which will 
bring tourists to Monticello. Currently, 
the commission is working on promot-
ing the city and continuing to work on 
the signage at the four entry points to 
Monticello. He added that lighting and 
landscaping are in the works for the 
“Welcome to Monticello” signs. 

Before outlining the goals of the 
MEDC, Nita McDaniel gave the group 

First multi-commission meeting held in late 2021

File photo See MEETING Page 23



state. The Crepe Coop and The Prickly 
Pickle call Central Arkansas home but 
have become regulars in Monticel-
lo. The Pizza Trailer comes up from 
Crossett. The Redneck Gourmet travels 
across the Saline River from Warren, 

and Chillin & Grillin made the journey 
across Drew County from Halley. 

Due to the success of this event, the 
intention is to host Food Truck Friday 
once a month in Monticello.

“Our entire goal was always com-
munity,” Copico added. “This is just a 
great way for people to get some great 
food and fellowship together. We all 
need that.”

PAGE 20 • HOMETOWN REFLECTIONS 2022 ADVANCE-MONTICELLONIAN

www.metalmarts.com
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®

Dreams?
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Ashley Hogg/Advance Monticellonian
Above, Lily Copico poses at her booth, Lily’s Tea Tree. Below, mouthwatering homemade tacos from 
Irlanda’s Kitchen wait to be served.

FTF
Continued from Page 10
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By: Melissa Orrell and Ashley Hogg
File photos by Melissa Orrell

There is no way to not notice the 
beautiful artwork that has been com-
pleted on the downtown square. Ar-
kansas artist Erin Ashcraft completed a 
full mural on the west wall of Options, 
Inc and it depicts post card scenes very 
specific to Drew County.

Represented in the mural are 
Monticello and Drew Central School 
Districts, the University of Arkansas 
at Monticello, the timber industry, 
Lake Monticello, outdoor recreations 
including hunting and fishing, along 
with such historical sites as the music 
building at UAM. 

After completing her work down-
town, Erin was commissioned by 
another local business. On the North 
wall of Monticello Coffee Company, a 
colorful display of coffee beans can be 
admired.

Please take a moment to view the 
mural in full color on the cover of the 
2022 edition of Hometown Reflections 
and in person on the downtown Monti-
cello square.

To contact Erin about a mural, visit 
www.erinashcraft.com.

Historic downtown square dressed up with mural
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Welcome to Monticello!

COMPLETE AUTO BODY 
PAINT & REPAIR

and
GLASS INSTALLATIONS

consists of covers, when asked about 
their creative process, the trio stated 
they usually start with a title and go 
from there.  McCoy stated that writing 
songs is the hardest part of being a 
musician because, “it’s hard to come 
up with a new way to say things that 
have already been said a million 
times.”  The band is currently working 

on an original album, which they will 
produce in McCoy’s studio.  But if you 
want to hear one of their songs right 
away, Cat and Dog is in their line up 
for most performances.     

You can catch the Groove Diggers at 
5 p.m. every Friday and Saturday night 
at Bella Luna, the Italian restaurant on 
the square in downtown Monticello.  
There’s no cover charge, and the band 
wants you to “come on out and have a 
good time.”  Tell ‘em Jess sent you.

GROOVE
Continued from Page 19

a brief overview of some of the spe-
cific focuses of the commissions. She 
stated that the A and P Commission is 
committed to focusing on tourism and 
bringing non-residents into Monticello. 
McDaniel also stated that the MEDC 
has a primary focus of recruiting new 
business and industry and maintaining 
current business and industry. 

Currently, the MEDC is working on 
grant pursuit and infrastructure devel-
opment including I-530 and I-69.

Parks and Rec Commission Chair, 
Taylor James, said that their long term 
goals are to host tournaments at the 
sports complex. Presently, the commis-
sion is in communication with City of 
Monticello employees that are dedi-
cated to park upkeep, maintaining the 
parks and remodeling the bathrooms at 
the Western Pines Park. 

“I would really like money to go to-
wards maintenance than all new stuff,” 
Wigley added. 

Parks Commission members Bub-
ba Groves and Clay Coburn were in 
attendance and talked about potentially 
closing one field at a time at the sports 
complex to perform necessary mainte-
nance in order to get the fields tourna-
ment ready.

James also mentioned doing away 
with the deposit refund for renting park 
pavilions, the splash pad and other park 
amenities. 

“The deposit is in place now to re-
serve the pavilion,” Chase added. “Once 
your reservation is over and you have 
vacated the pavilion or park and there 
is no damage done, the full deposit is 
returned to you.”

Chairman Dan Boice of the Planning 
Commission said that their mission was 
to “make plans for a city that will attract 

people.” 
“Today’s generation is looking for a 

place to live before they look for a job,” 
Boice noted. “We have to plan for a 
city that people want to come to for all 
stages of life.”

A city study has been completed by 
the Community Development Institute 
of Arkansas, as well as a walk audit. The 
Planning Commission is now tasked 
with writing a city wide plan. Once the 
plan is complete, the commission will 
make recommendations to the City 
Council. 

Mayor Chase stated that the City has 
begun a 10 year infrastructure plan and 
a new city website is coming soon. 

The last item on the agenda was an 
discussion about the armory. Currently, 
the old armory located on Jordan Drive 
is partially being used by Drew Memo-
rial Health System, Inc., for storage. 
The intent is to have a feasibility study 
done to determine whether the City of 
Monticello needs to retain ownership of 
the building or sell it.

City Council member, Clarissa Pace, 
and Planning Commission member, 
Lou Lambert, both expressed concern 
that the citizens of Monticello are 
feeling left out because there is such 
focus on tourism and how to bring in 
people from the outside. It was suggest-
ed that the people in each community 
where parks and other attractions are, 
be asked what they want and what they 
would like to see happen. 

McDaniel pointed out that getting 
community feedback isn’t always easy 
to obtain, citing Monticello’s poor per-
formance on the 2020 Census.

“We failed at the 2020 Census,” Mc-
Daniel said. “We all did. And because 
of it, we are losing funds and being 
redistricted.”

Planning Commission member Ray 
Ryburn suggested that these inter-com-
mission meetings be held quarterly.

MEETING
Continued from Page 19

File photo
Next time you’re in downtown Monticello, take a moment to check out all the different aspects of 
the mural.
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Offering EKGs, airway management, oxygen therapy, 
arterial blood gases, nebulizer therapy and more

Lab results are typically available within 24 hours and can 
be easily shared with out-of-town physicians
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include the medical/surgical floor, intensive care unit, 
emergency room, labor/delivery/recovery, nursery, 

with topics including CPR, First Aid, nutrition, diabetes
management and prevention, breastfeeding and childbirth

Classes are available to patients, employees and the public, apnea in a comfortable four-bed sleep lab
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Women’s Services
Two OB/GYN physicians providing comprehensive
care for women of all ages

Treating chronic or non-healing wounds with specially
trained nurses and physicians
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Cancer & Infusion Center
Offering hematology, chemotherapy, and 
infusion therapy; weekly visits from regional 
oncologists; cancer support group meets 
monthly, second Mondays

Chronic Care Management
In partnership with local family physicians, 
CCM aims to keep patients with chronic 
conditions healthy and out of the hospital

Drew Surgical Specialists
Boasting two experienced general surgeons 
who offer a variety of surgical procedures

Education
Classes are available to patients, employees 
and the public, with topics including CPR, 
First Aid, nutrition, diabetes management and 
prevention, breastfeeding and childbirth

Home Health
Offering nursing care, wound care, social 
workers, aides, IVs, injections, patient and 
caregiver education, and rehabilitation services 
in 7 Southeast Arkansas counties

Laboratory
Lab results are typically available within 24 
hours and can be easily shared with out-of-
town physicians

Nursing Services
Include the medical/surgical floor, 
Intensive care unit, emergency room, and 
anesthesiology

Radiology & Imaging
Offering low-dose 80-slice CT scans, digital 
X-Ray, MRI, port placement & management, 
ultrasounds, nuclear medicine, fluoroscopy, 
and digital mammography

Rehabilitation Therapy
Physical, occupational and speech therapy are 
available at home, inpatient, or outpatient

Respiratory Therapy
Offering EKGs, airway management, oxygen 
therapy, arterial blood gases, nebulizer therapy 
and more

Sleep Center
Diagnosing and treating sleep disorders like 
sleep apnea in a comfortable four-bed sleep 
lab

Specialty Care Center
Convenient visiting physicians in podiatry, 
general surgery, ENT, cardiology, pulmonary,  
orthopaedics, dermatology, urology and 
neurology

Transitions
The outpatient geriatric psychiatry program 
offers group and individual counseling 
sessions to reduce feelings of isolation and 
disconnectedness

Women’s Services
OB/GYN physician providing comprehensive 
care for women of all ages

Reflections
An inpatient program providing comprehensive, 
individualized care for patients to meet their 
psychological and physical needs.
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