
By JAN WILLMS
Bright sunshine floods the

small apartment where Vivian
Clausen, 95, sits and looks out
over Rice Street on a recent Satur-
day afternoon.

A slight woman with white
hair and a sweet smile, Clausen
sits in her cheerful kitchen amidst
hanging baskets of colorful artifi-
cial flowers. She shakes her head,
saying she has been living on Rice
Street for the past 70 years and she
cannot remember a time when she
has had so many people calling on
her and wanting to talk.

“There were four television
stations here,” Clausen said. “Even
Princess got her picture taken.”
Princess, the roly-poly toy poodle
who shares the apartment with
Clausen, sits up as she hears her
name mentioned.

The reason for all the excite-
ment is that Clausen was robbed
May 21 of a precious item, a 14-

karat gold necklace she received
from her husband, Andrew, when
he returned from serving in World
War II. The following Saturday the
assailant, Allen Fenton, 49, was
apprehended and later charged
with the theft. By Thursday, May
28, her necklace had been located
in a pawn shop and returned to
her.

Sgt. Paul Schnell, the public
information officer for the St. Paul
Police Department, said Clausen is
an icon on Rice Street. 

“She’s best described as kind
of a character,” he said. “She
knows everybody and talks to
everybody, from the police to the
business owners.” 

“She’s known by Viv, Mama
or Ma to a lot of people and or-
ganizations,” Schnell continued.
“She’s regarded as a special fixture
in the North End.”

Schnell said that when the
theft happened, it disturbed every-

one in the area, and the police de-
partment wanted to hold the per-
son responsible accountable. 

“When we got the suspect and
had him charged, it was a good
feeling,” Schnell said. “But return-
ing the necklace to Vivian, that
was a great feeling.”

For Clausen, the past several
days have been memorable. She
said she did not know the man
who robbed her and had never
seen him on the street, where she
often takes walks with Princess. 

“He just put his arm around
me and said something like ‘Hi,
Mama,’” Clausen said. She said he
moved her a little bit, and she felt
like she was going to flip over, but
she didn’t. 

“I didn’t know he had taken
the necklace until he ran away, and
I put my hand to my chest and re-
alized it was gone,” she said. 

“When I got the necklace
back, it was a warm feeling,” she

said. “I felt like I was put back to-
gether again.”

Her husband had bought
both the necklace and a watch, en-
graved on the back with the letters
AC to VC, 1949, from a jewelry
store that used to be across the
street from where Clausen now re-
sides. She has been in this apart-
ment since 1945, first moving to a
building on the other side of Rice
in 1939 after her marriage.

She and Andrew met at the
old Strand Ballroom, where she
was a dance hostess. She remem-
bered he bought a string of tickets
to keep dancing with her, and he
told another fellow that she was
going to be the woman he would
marry. Four months to the day af-
ter they met they were wed.

He ran a flooring business be-
fore he entered the service and
worked as an army engineer, 
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Rice Street 'fixture' recovers
jewelry, reaffirms bond
with North End community

Vivian Clausen was robbed May 21 of a precious item, a 14-karat gold necklace she received from her husband, Andrew, when he returned from serving in World
War II. The following Saturday the assailant, Allen Fenton, 49, was apprehended and later charged with the theft. By Thursday, May 28, her necklace had been lo-
cated in a pawn shop and returned to her. (Photo by Liberty Willms)

“When I got the necklace back, it
was a warm feeling. “I felt like I
was put back together again.”

- North End resident Vivian Clausen



Battle against vacant
properties continues
The City of St. Paul’s ongoing bat-
tle against vacant and foreclosed-
upon housing took another step
forward May 28 with adoption of
ordinances meant to encourage
property owners to get buildings
rehabilitation and back into oc-
cupancy.

The council unanimously
adopted ordinances that:

*Create a detailed process for
vacant building remodeling. One
intent of this ordinance is to en-
courage property owners to reha-
bilitate vacant buildings, yet not
do demolition and then leave the
house gutted and uninhabitable
for long periods of time. The or-
dinance calls for a city inspection
following completion of the
demolition phase of a total re-
modeling project. This will be
done through signed agreements
with city inspections staff.

This not only makes sure the
demolition permit is followed
but also gives city officials a
chance to list other code compli-
ance requirements before remod-
eling begins.

*Includes a fee schedule to
cover the costs of inspections.
Fees increase from $138 to $475
for a single-family dwelling code
compliance inspection and from
$172 to $595 for a duplex.

*Increases the vacant build-
ing registration fee to $1,000.
City licensing staff had suggested
increasing that to $500 from the
current range of $250 to $500,
but the council decided to in-
crease that amount to $1,000.

Because the fee increases are
more than 300 percent, the city
will phase the inspection fees in
in 2008 and 2009. The vacant

building fee increase takes effect
in 2008.

St. Paul has more than 1,700
vacant registered buildings. Be-
cause not all property owners reg-
ister their buildings when they
become vacant, it is believed that
number is actually much higher.
That in turn means the city is fac-
ing skyrocketing costs for build-
ing inspections, as well as exterior
maintenance needs ranging of
boarding up buildings to cutting
grass and shoveling snow.

No one appeared at public
hearings May 21 to speak for or
against the changes.

Vacant property could
be supportive housing
A vacant Lexington-Hamline
nursing home could be reused as
supportive housing for single
adults and be linked to a new
headquarters for the non-profit
agency CommonBond Commu-
nities, if a site plan and a re-
quired property rezoning win city
approval. The plans for the site at
Lexington Parkway and St. An-
thony Avenue were reviewed by
the Union Park District Council’s
Land Use Committee in May and
the full district council will be
forwarding its comments to the
St. Paul Planning Commission
and other city officials.

CommonBond develops and
operates various housing projects
throughout the Twin Cities, in-
cluding the Selby-Dayton Apart-
ments in Summit-University
neighborhood and Skyline Tow-
ers at 1247 St. Anthony Av. The
non-profit operates low-income
housing and well as housing with
supportive services for residents.

CommonBond has acquired
the former Lexington Health Care
Center, a now-shuttered plastic
surgery clinic and a house next to
the clinic building. Lexington

closed more than three years ago.
Its building would remain but
would be remodeled into apart-
ments. The house and clinic
building would be torn down to
make way for a new 30,000
square foot CommonBond cor-
porate headquarters. The new
building would be 30,000 square
feet and would front on Lexing-
ton. It would have a connecting
walkway to the converted nursing
home. The headquarters building
would have underground park-
ing. The former nursing home
has a surface parking lot.

The development site needs
to be rezoned from residential
and commercial uses to allow for
traditional neighborhood or TN
zoning to be used there. This type
of zoning is used to promote
more density and mixed residen-
tial-commercial development.

Different proposals have
been made for the nursing home
site, including a halfway house.
But those proposals were op-
posed by former Ward One
Council Member Debbie Mont-
gomery, Lexington-Hamline
Community Council and neigh-
bors. 

Union Park supports
land subdivision
A proposal to subdivide land
north of the new Midway Super-
Target store won the support of
Union Park District Council May
7. But the council is also asking
that any new structures in the
area along University Avenue fol-
low transit-oriented development
guidelines, as Target officials
promised when  the store plans
were approved two years ago.

Yet another request is that
the city extend its zoning overlay
restrictions for Central Corridor
station areas to include the pro-
posed Hamline station area. The

restrictions, which the City
Council approved last month,
limit development around other
station sites.

Hamline is not one of the
station areas currently under
study by a St. Paul Planning
Commission task force. City staff
have indicated that Hamline, as
well as the Victoria and Western
station sites, could be studied
next year.

Target officials want to split
what is now one parcel on Uni-
versity Avenue into three parcels
for commercial or mixed-use de-
velopment. This plan was dis-
cussed when SuperTarget went
through the city approval
process.

Target owns about 15.7 acres
of property on University be-
tween Syndicate, St. Anthony and
Hamline. Target would like to
split off its store property and
parking areas, with two smaller
lots created along University.

The two lots along Universi-
ty are vacant and don’t include a
building that houses a video
store and travel agency. The two
lots would be developed as new
retail uses. No specific users have
been identified by Target. Union
Park Land Use Chairperson Scott
Banas said that when specific re-
tail users are identified, plans
would be brought back to the
district council and city officials
for review and approval.

A proposal to site a hotel on
one of the parcels fell through
last year.

When SuperTarget was built,
some underground utilities were
installed for future sanitary sewer
service. Storm sewer connections
and drainage plans will be
planned when specific uses and
plans come forward.

The properties are zoned for
business use, which will not
change.

- Compiled by Jane McClure
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By DEBORAH BROTZ 
With the recession continuing

to affect your pocketbook this
summer, your entertainment budg-
et has probably been cut to shreds.
But, luckily, if you live in St. Paul,
there is plenty of entertainment
available throughout the summer
for free or a nominal fee.

St. Paul Parks & Recreation
Music in the Parks offers a wide va-
riety of music and theater perform-
ances at Como Lakeside Pavilion,
Como Park (Cromulent Perform-
ance), Mears Park, Newell Park,
Phalen Amphitheater, Phalen Park
(Cromulent Performance), Rasp-
berry Island, and Rice Park.

A sampling of free perform-
ances includes: The Cromulent
Shakespeare Company performing
“The Tempest,” 6/14, 2 p.m., at
Como Park, at Newell Park, 6/21, 2
p.m., and at Phalen Park, 6/26, 7
p.m.; Como Pops Ensemble play-
ing at Como Lakeside Pavilion,
every Sunday throughout the sum-
mer except for Sat., July 4, at 3
p.m.; and Minnesota Sinfonia,
playing orchestra music at 7 p.m.,
on 6/25 at Phalen Amphitheater
and  on 7/6, at Como Lakeside
Pavilion. www.stpaul.gov/parks or
651-266-6400.

Theater performances taking
place at Como Lakeside Pavilion at
7 p.m. charge admission of $10 for
adults and $8 for children 12 and
under. They include “Music Man”
from Rosetown Playhouse on 7/9-
7/11 and 7/16-7/18, for tickets
651-792-7414 Ext.2; “Honk!” from
Hillcrest Theater on 7/23-7/25 and
7/30-8/1, for tickets 651-695-3706;
and “If You Like Pina Coladas” by
Como Park Productions on 8/21
and 8/22, for tickets call Bill Ras-
mussen 651-489-3405.

Bring a picnic basket and en-
joy free movies on the giant screen
under the starry sky all summer
long as Comcast presents “Movies
in the Park” at neighborhood
recreation centers and some parks.
Movies are geared for families with
children and begin at dusk. A sam-
pling includes: “RV,” at Griggs
Recreation Center, on 6/12; “Hotel
for Dogs,” at Rice Recreation Cen-
ter, on 7/24; “The Tale of Des-
pereaux, at Hancock Recreation
Center, on 7/31; and “Beverly Hills
Chihuahua, at N.W. Como Recre-
ation Center, on 8/28.
www.stpaul.gov/parks or 651-266-
6400.

St. Paul Central Library, 90 W.
4th St., will also be showing free
movies this summer on Fridays
outdoors on the lawn in the court-
yard. These movies are geared
more for teens and adults and be-
gin at dusk. A sampling includes
“Iron Man,” on 6/19; “Nick and
Norah’s Infinite Playlist,” on 7/10;
and “Quantum of Solace,” on
7/31. www.sppl.org or 651-266-
7000.

Como Park Zoo and Conser-
vatory is a very popular spot for
summer fun from 10 a.m-6 p.m.
every day.
www.comozooconservatory.org or
651-487-8200.

One special feature will be
Blooming Butterflies, from 6/19-
9/7, a seasonal, free-standing but-
terfly exhibit resembling a caterpil-
lar. Approximately 3,000 square
feet of enclosed butterfly ‘garden’
space will showcase a colorful vari-
ety of tropical annual and perenni-
al flowering nectar plants to sus-
tain hundreds of butterflies.

Another special treat is the
2009 Sunken Garden Flower Show

from 5/3-10/4. Roses, Statice, Gera-
niums, Asiatic Lilies, Heliotrope,
New Guinea Impatiens, Petunias
and Caladiums are some of the
floral features.

If you like dancing, bring a
lawn chair and pack a picnic and
let your children boogie during 9
Night of Music, Tuesday, 6/30-
8/26, from 6:30 p.m.-8 p.m., at
Minnesota History Center, 345 W.
Kellogg Blvd. Performances and ac-
tivities are free and are held on the
Laura Jane Musser Plaza at the
Center. Museum stores and gal-
leries are open until 8 p.m. and the
admission fee is waived on this

evening. So, listen to infectious
music and get out your dancing
shoes for saucy Salsa, soulful Ca-
jun, toe-tapping Calypso, and clas-
sic big band Swing. Co-sponsor
Tapestry Folkdance center provides
instructors to lead the way.
www.mnhs.org or 651-259-3000.
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St. Paul Parks & Recreation Music in
the Parks offers a wide variety of music
and theater performances at Como
Lakeside Pavilion, Como Park (Cromu-
lent Performance), Mears Park, Newell
Park, Phalen Amphitheater, Phalen
Park (Cromulent Performance), Rasp-
berry Island, and Rice Park.



By JANE MCCLURE
University Avenue businesses

need to get involved and learn
more about how the planned Cen-
tral Corridor light rail project will
affect their on-street parking and
business access. That’s the message
the University Avenue Business As-
sociation (UABA) is sending to its
175 members, and to other busi-
ness owners along the street.

More than two dozen busi-
ness owners met with Central Cor-
ridor project staff May 21 to review
parking issues and a parking plan
recently developed by central Cor-
ridor project staff. Parking work-
shops for specific areas along Uni-
versity began last month and will
continue through the summer.

When the light rail line is
built, 85 percent of the on-street
parking spaces will be lost. Only
175 of the current on-street park-
ing spaces will remain.

UABA is asking that the Met-
ropolitan Council – which is
charged with building the $914
million light rail line – and other
partners find the money and make
plans to keep businesses viable
during and after light rail con-
struction. The organization is also
asking for detailed origin and des-
tination traffic studies, to deter-
mine the habits of University Av-
enue motorists. Those studies
could be used to make new plans
for University and other area
streets in the future.

UABA Chair Jack McCann,
whose family firm Update Com-
panies owns and manages proper-
ties in the University-Raymond
area, said the parking issues will
change as the light rail project
goes on. Construction, which is to
start in 2010, will bring one set of
problems. Starting in 2014 the rail
operations will bring another.

Some University Avenue busi-
ness leaders are disappointed with
proposals to mitigate parking loss
and question whether a recently
released set of recommendations
does enough to make up for the

on-street parking that will be lost
and the challenges they and resi-
dential neighbors will face in the
years ahead. A report, “Mitigating
the Loss of Parking in the Central
Corridor,” is being reviewed by
district councils along the pro-
posed light rail route and at
charettes for affected businesses at
11 locations from Western Avenue
to Raymond Avenue.

Business owners and others
who have seen the report are dis-
appointed in what they see as a
lack of substance. While saying
they think city and corridor staff
have done the best they could
with limited resources, several said
the report doesn’t contain enough
specifics. Nor are some of its rec-
ommendations, such as shared
parking, going to be practical in
every area.

“It’s a big disappointment,”
said McCann. “This whole process
has gotten a lot of business own-
ers very angry and very frustrated.”
Update may be put in the position
of having to actively patrol its off-
street parking when light rail goes
in.

“The report seems to more
about ideas than about actual so-
lutions,” said Summit-University
Planning Council Executive Direc-
tor Irna Landrum. She and district
council members are concerned
that they and other neighborhood
groups will end up vetting many
of the future parking issues, as
well as conflicts between residents
and businesses about spillover
parking or commuter parking. 

Mike Baca of Impressive Print
said “Businesses are having a hard
enough time as it is.” He and oth-
ers question whether the parking
issue will prompt some businesses
to move off of University. 

McCann and Baca said there
is frustration among business
owners that the extent of the park-
ing loss wasn’t known until a year
ago, despite years of light rail
planning. “The inability for the
project staff to anticipate that

shocked a lot of people,” Baca
said.

“Parking is one of those
flashpoint issues that can create
conflict and can be potentially ex-
plosive,’ said Craig Blakely of St.
Paul Planning and Economic De-
velopment (PED). “Many, many
of these businesses are very pas-
sionate about the potential loss of
parking,” Dan Soler of the project
staff.

Metropolitan Council Chair-
man Peter Bell praised the plan,
said it is a key step in addressing a
“very important and nettlesome is-
sue.” Other committee members,
including St. Paul Mayor Chris
Coleman, also praised the effort.
“People are at least beginning to
see that there is an end in sight.”

The Central Corridor is a key
project for the region, said Cole-
man. “But if we build it at the cost
to all of these other people then
we’ve lost something.”

Ward Four Council Member
Russ Stark said it’s critically impor-
tant for businesses to participate
in the parking workshops, and to
ask Metropolitan Council and
project team staff for help. “We’re
going to be looking for really lo-
cal, site-specific solutions,” he
said.

It also may be that solutions
come one vehicle at a time. “One
parking spot may not seem like
much in the scheme of things,’
said McCann. “But it’s huge to that
person who has that parking
spot.”

Baca said many business
owners still don’t realize that light
rail is coming and that it will have
an impact. “People need to under-
stand that this is pretty much a
done deal,” he said. UABA is urg-
ing all businesses to contact Cen-
tral Corridor project staff to learn
parking impacts for their business-
es. If parking options cannot be
found, he said that businesses
owners may have to make hard
decisions about their future. Baca
is looking at whether he should

make physical changes to his
building, because there won’t be a
row of parked cars between it and
street traffic when light rail begins
operations.

Business owners continue to
be frustrated at the lack of finan-
cial resources for parking. At this
point the only money even on the
table is Long-Range Capital Im-
provement Budget (CIB) for 2010-
2011. That money would be used
to repave 10-11 alleys and mark
them for parking. City officials are
also looking at using youth work-
ers to clean up alleys this summer.

Twice, the Metropolitan
Council has turned down City of
St. Paul requests for Livable Com-
munities grants to address Central
Corridor parking issues. Parking
improvements aren’t considered
eligible expenses under the federal
guidelines for the project, mean-
ing federal money isn’t available.

A request from the 2009
Minnesota Legislature for finan-
cial assistance was rejected. City
officials had suggested changing
state law to pool funds from sev-
eral tax increment financing dis-
tricts along the light rail line and
using that money to pay for park-
ing improvements But that idea
met a cold shoulder from state

lawmakers.
“Something I keep scratching

my head about is that the project
doesn’t have the resources to solve
this problem it’s created,” said Jim
Segal of Ax Man Surplus. “You
have this betterment coming
down the street but it’s not an eq-
uitable situation for everyone in-
volved.”

“On-street parking is signifi-
cantly impacted by the construc-
tion of light rail,” said Dan Soler
of the project staff. Over the past
year city and project staff have
knocked on business doors, met
with business owners and com-
munity groups and done a build-
ing-by-building look at University.
Every block was mapped out.

The problems vary from block
to block and even business to
business, said Blakely. The parking
issue is complicated because there
are so many variables. “It’s a set of
interrelated problems.”

Some areas have large under-
used parking lots that are restrict-
ed or are inaccessible. According
to the report, owners of larger lots
fear that their off-street parking
will become park-and-ride lots for 

CONTINUED ON PAGE 12
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Business association tells
University businesses to get
involved in parking issue

University Avenue businesses need to get involved and learn more about
how the planned Central Corridor light rail project will affect their on-street
parking and business access. That’s the message the University Avenue Busi-
ness Association (UABA) is sending to its 175 members, and to other busi-
ness owners along the street.



By JANE MCCLURE
St. Paul’s budget-cutting ef-

forts are already being felt –
even before Gov. Tim Pawlenty’s
anticipated cuts to Local Gov-
ernment Aid (LGA). City Coun-
cil members met with finance
staff  and Deputy Mayor Ann
Mulholland May 27 to discuss
what lies ahead. Under the
worst-case scenarios, the city
could lose $7.7 million in 2009
and $16 million in 2010. Add in
inflation and other factors, and
the 2010 budget gap could grow
to $26.6 million next year. That
could mean fewer cops and fire-
fighters, closing and service cut-
backs at recreation centers and
libraries, and a range of cuts to
other city services.

“We’re just facing a lot of
unknowns,” said Mulholland.

Council  members are al-
ready studying ideas for balanc-
ing the budget.  Ward Four
Council  member Russ Stark,
who is working with Hamline-
Midway residents to keep that
neighborhood’s library open, is
having a summer intern research
private-public partnerships
around the country. He is hop-
ing to bring results of that re-
search back to the council, to see
if there are ways to keep city fa-
cilities operating. 

Stark is also working with a
city-community task force to dis-
cuss ways to keep the library
open, possibly in conjunction
with the advocacy group Friends
of the St. Paul Public Library.

Area recreation centers Grig-
gs, Front, Sylvan and South St.
Anthony Park face cutbacks or
closing due to the looming
budget crisis. Parks and Recre-
ation has worked to find non-
profit partners to keep the cen-
ters open but hasn’t reached any
agreements yet.

“There are no alternatives
except to make the hard choic-
es,” said Ward Three Council
Member Pat Harris. The public
and the council may not agree

with decisions to close facilities
and cut services, ‘but the mon-
ey’s just not there and there’s no
way to get it.”

The council is to receive the
2010 budget in mid-August but
will  be adjusting the 2009
spending before then. Even
without firm numbers from the
state city officials are already
dealing with difficult situations.
Council members clashed May
27 over use of Cultural Sales Tax
Revitalization (STAR) to balance
the library budget.

Council  members also
heard a report from Police Chief
John Harrington, who indicated
that a hiring freeze means his
department is down 42 officers,
from 630 to 588. While Harring-
ton said police are “making it
work,’ he admitted that beat offi-
cers, traffic enforcement  and
other police functions have been
cut back to keep officers on reg-
ular street patrols.

Because the 2009 Minnesota
Legislature and Pawlenty could-
n’t reach agree on a state budget
and a wide range of other spend-
ing issues, the governor is using
his powers of unallotment to
keep state spending in balance.
Pawlenty hasn’t indicated when
he’ll announce cuts to LGA pay-
ments to cities. Cites, led by the
League of Minnesota cities, are
asking that the decisions be
made sooner rather than later
and that the cuts be reasonable.

In late May Coleman and
Pawlenty engaged in a heated
war of words over pending state
cuts. Pawlenty said cities should
use budget reserves and make
cuts to balance spending. Cole-
man said the governor’s cuts
would threaten city services.

St. Paul officials anticipated
LGA payments of $62.6 million
for 2009 and $64.1 million for
2010. The payments come twice
a year, in July and December.
But Pawlenty had to unallot part
of the city’s 2008 December pay-
ment, forcing city officials to use

budget reserves to cover costs.
City officials worry that sort of
late decisions could have come
again.

“Had we not had budget re-
serves and reserve policy in
place we would not have met
payroll,” Mulholland said of the
2008 unallotment. She pointed
out that the city’s reserves serve
as a cash-flow account, unlike
state budget reserves.

Earlier this year city depart-
ments unveiled plans for cuts of
up to 14 percent. Department
heads are being asked to look at
their strategic plans and focus
on what can be done with fewer
resources. Mulholland said she
hopes the cuts don’t go beyond
14 percent but that is another
unknown.

But council members are
concerned that some city depart-
ments because of the type of
funds they operate on, will take
larger cuts than others.  That
would put parks and libraries in
the bulls-eye, said Council Presi-
dent Kathy Lantry.

No one mentioned property
tax increase at the May 27 ses-
sion, although some level of in-
crease may be inevitable for
2010. Nor was there much dis-
cussion of the federal economic
stimulus funds,  which some
cities have used to bolster capi-
tal  improvement and public
safety budgets. One challenge
with the federal money that city
officials have noted in the past
is that is it short-term funding
that would have to be made up
or cut from budgets later.

The juggling of 2009 and
2010 budgets at the same time
isn’t the only change the council
will  see.  The 2010 budget
process will be different for oth-
er reasons. It will mark the end
of the annual St. Paul-Ramsey
County-St. Paul Public Schools’
truth-in-taxation’ public hear-
ing,  as well  as hearings
statewide. State legislators
dropped the public hearing re-

quirement this session after
hearing complaints that the De-
cember hearings occurred too
late in the local government
budget process to effect mean-
ingful changes.

Instead, the council  will
hold a hearing earlier in the fall.

Local units of government

also can readjust property tax
levies after the September 9
maximum levy certif ication
date. But that can only be done
to make up for budget shortfalls
if those shortfalls are state aid
cuts made by the governor. That
was also adopted as law by the
2009 legislature.
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Central Baptist Church
420 Roy Street N., St. Paul

651-646-2751
www.centralbaptistchurch.com
Dr. Ronald Saari, Senior Pastor

SUNDAYS AT CENTRAL
9:15 a.m. Sunday School

Classes for all ages

10:30 a.m. Worship Service 
Mix of Traditional and Contemporary

WEDNESDAY NIGHT ACTIVITIES
(Summer programs begin June 3rd) 

7:00 p.m. Adult Bible Study

Activities for Junior High/Senior High
begins Wednesday, June 17, 5:30 p.m.

Daily Child Care 6:30 a.m. - 6:00 p.m.
Care for children ages 6 weeks 

- pre-kindergarten

Call 651-646-2846

City faces mounting budget gap, host of unknowns

Surprise for University Academies

Students and staff alike celebrated on Friday, May 30th when UPS pre-
sented the University Academies for Boys and Girls at North End Ele-
mentary a check for $4,000.00. The check was presented at the Aca-
demic Awards Assembly on Friday as a surprise for both staff and stu-
dents. UPS and the University Academies for Boys and Girls at North
formed a partnership earlier this school year. 

Check us out online at: www.monitorsaintpaul.com



By JANE MCCLURE
After a year’s delay the Rice

Street Bridge reconstruction proj-
ect gets underway this summer.
Area residents and business own-
ers who’d made preparations for
several weeks of detours last year
now get to put those plans into
action.

Motorists began seeing
warning signs for the bridge clos-
ing the week of June 8, with clos-
ing tentatively planned for June
15. A preconstruction meeting
was set for June 12. It will mean
detours and a truncated Rice
Street Parade. The parade typical-
ly crosses the bridge and ends at
Arlington Senior High School.

This year it will end at Ivy.
The bridge is ¼ mile north

of the Rice-Maryland intersec-
tion. It crosses the Burlington
Northern Santa Fe (BNSD) Rail-
road tracks. Delays last year in
getting railroad approval forced
the project to be postponed. But
with railroad approval in hand
the work can get underway, most
likely this month. The project is
expected to take about 120 days
but there are incentives offered to
get the work done more quickly.

During construction the de-
tour will be Arlington to Jackson
to Maryland. Signs will be posted
and information placed on local
government and community

group Web sites. 
Businesses are being urged

to distribute maps of the detour

and to remind customers that the
work is underway. Both North
End Business Association and

District 6 Planning Council are
publicizing the project, as are city
and county officials. Residents
and businesspeople should
watch for fliers and other up-
dates. More than 1,500 fliers
went out in early June.

Businesses began discussing
plans in May, with a session May
28 at Sparc headquarters and an-
other May 20 with Hmong busi-
ness leaders.

Ramsey County and St. Paul
Public Works, along with Min-
nesota Department of Trans-
portation (MnDOT) are working
together on the project. Lunda
Construction is the lowest of five
project bidders. The bid is for
$2.024 million, approximately
$256,000 less than the engineers’
estimate.

Bids came in in mid-May.
Since then officials have worked
to finalize the bids and contracts,
and to get the word out to those
affected by the project.

”We were very pleased with
the bids,” said Jim Tolaas of
Ramsey County Public Works.
“Lunda is a good contractor with
a good track record.”

The bid amount doesn’t re-
flect incentive pay offered to get
the job done quickly. Incentive
pay is $7,000 per day up to a
maximum amount of $210,000.

In 2008 the Rice Street
Bridge had an estimated con-
struction cost of  $2.886 million

City, county and state offi-
cials awarded the bid in early
June, Tolaas said.

The bridge is more than 50
years old and is at the end of its
useful life. While not posing an
immediate danger, the bridge is
considered deficient and needs
to be replaced.

One difficulty was that of
reaching agreement with BNSF.
The railroad line is very active.
During the entire construction
period, the railroad will have flag
crews on site to make sure con-
struction workers and train engi-
neers are aware of the project and
keep the area safe.

Construction last year would
have had the bridge reconstruc-
tion going on at the same time
the Maryland Avenue bridges
over I-35E were rebuilt. That wor-
ried businesspeople, who ques-
tioned why two community ac-
cess points would be cut off at
once. Tolaas said that having the
two projects in two successive
summers is probably easier for
the businesses to take.

Officials are hoping the
work can be done quickly. They
don’t want construction slipping
into the late fall or even early
winter months. And a delay of a
year could be a worst-case sce-
nario if the project got a late
start. That rarely happens but
when it does it can hurt area
businesses.
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Hours: M-F 10AM-8PM
Sat. 10AM-7PM PARIS NAILS SPECIALS

$20 FULL SETS
$22 PEDICURES
(Coupon good thru June 30, 2009)

We will take all competitor’s coupons.

651-489-9099
1264 Rice St.
St. Paul, MN 55117

The FOUNDRY Pub

Jackson & Maryland — St. Paul

ONE FREE DRINK
With purchase of like drink. Void during happy hour.

Limit 1 drink per day, void after July 15th

$15 OFF on your Birthday ask for details.

BEST
CAR WASH
BEST
CAR WASH

SAVE AT:

SUPER WASH

$9.99
Reg. $11.99

Full Service Wash
Underbody Wash
Vacuum Interior

Interior Windows Washed
Towel Dry

BEST CAR WASH / Expires 8/14/09

COUPON

$3.00 OFF
ULTIMATE

WASH
Reg. $18.95

with coupon thru 8/14/09

1540 Rice Street
(Across from McDonalds)

651-489-4887
Hours: Mon-Sat. 9:00am - 6:30pm,
Sun. 10:00am - 5:00pm

All our wash packages
include a state-of-the-
art, soft & gentle car
wash, plus we vacuum
floors, wipe the dash,
clean windows inside
and out and hand detail
the exterior!
Available services: Hand Waxing,
Shampoo, Carpet Cleaning, 
Buff & Shine, Engine Cleaning,
Leather Cleaning & Recon. Third
Seat and Oversized - $2.00 extra

COUPON

$2.00 OFF
SUPREME

WASH
Reg. $15.95

with coupon thru 8/14/09

OUTSIDE
WASH
$6.99

INCLUDES
TOWEL DRY

Please Clip & Save with your valuable documents.

Estate Organizing Services
Following the death of a loved one, I help family members with

the details and documents so they have time to grieve.
The Art of Organizing: Jane Scheidnes, 651-487-9153

Coupon Cut-Outs

Rice Street Bridge reconstruction project gets underway after year’s delay

The bridge project start date hasn’t been set but will be announced soon. It
will mean several weeks of detours and a truncated Rice Street Parade. The
parade typically crosses the bridge and ends at Arlington Senior High
School. This year it will end at Ivy. (Photo by Liberty Willms)

The Midway Como Monitor is 
typically published the second

Thursday-Friday of each month . 
If you’re not receiving a timely
delivery call 651-645-7045



By JANE MCCLURE
Pleas to fund improvements

to the Como Park Outdoor Class-
room and not fund the park’s re-
placement pool dominated the
May 26 Long-Range Capital Im-
provement Budget (CIB) meeting.
Supporters of funding for the
North End’s Trillium/Trout Brook
outdoor classroom and Central
Corridor improvements also made
their case to retain the money pre-
liminarily allocated.

More should be known about
those projects by mid-June, when
the CIB Committee makes its rec-
ommendations. But Committee
Chair Pat Sellner notes that
group’s recommendations are ad-
visory and that Mayor Chris Cole-
man and the St. Paul City Council
have the final say. Those decisions
won’t be made until year’s end.

More than 70 people attended
the public hearing. The CIB Com-
mittee made its recommendations
in May after several months review
by citizen task forces, said Sellner.
The committee is recommending
support for 57 projects in 2010-
2011, as well as 40 annual mainte-
nance programs. The committee
was to vote on its recommenda-
tions June 8, and then send them
to Mayor Chris Coleman and the
City Council. A final project list
will be adopted by year’s end as
part of the 2010 city budget.

More than 150 projects
throughout the city are vying for
city dollars. At this point it appears
that only a few Monitor area proj-
ects will be funded, with several
others left unfunded. Among the
high-profile projects that didn’t
make the committee’s cut are re-
placement of Central Team Police
Station in the North End ($14.7
million) and $614,000 for work at
Como’s outdoor classroom. Nor
did Como Park swimming pool
replacement, $5.2 million, make
the committee cut.

More than a dozen Como
area residents attended the hear-
ing, some to speak against pool re-
placement and others to speak for
at least some level of funding for
the classroom and restoration of
the deteriorating Dutch ovens
there. The ovens are named in
honor of poet Joyce Kilmer, who
wrote “Trees.”

Parks and Recreation Com-
missioner Therese Kelly, who co-
chaired the pool task force, spoke
for project funding. “It was band-
aged together for the past 10 years
and now it’s been demolished,”
she said. Kelly defended the pool
planning process, saying it includ-
ed many people.

But several Como residents
opposed the pool, saying it would
bring more traffic to their already
overburdened area. Susan Janda,
who also served on the pool task
force, called the resulting design
“flawed.” “Let’s be realistic about
putting more entertainment in
Como Park,” she said. Other
speakers agreed, with one claim-
ing the city was trying to set up an-
other version of the ValleyFair
amusement park.

Some spoke for at least partial
funding of $242,000 for the out-
door classroom, to save the oven
structures, Volunteers have re-
moved invasive species and
worked with area schools to clean
up and improve the area. Matt
Schmidt and Deb Robinson said
that without funding soon, the old
Dutch ovens could deteriorate fur-
ther and even fall down.

Linda Jungwirth of Tri-Area
Block Club brought artwork from
North End Elementary students in
support of Trillium/Trout Brook

funding. The project is recom-
mended for $1.178 million. Kids
made pictures of what the pro-
posed nature preserve and class-
room areas look like now, after a
field trip, and what the park could
look like.

Jungwirth said one child
asked her teacher. “Are we in the
woods?” The child had read a sto-
ry about children who live in
woods. Having the classroom
would provide a key learning op-
portunity. “Kids don’t get beyond
where their bicycles can take
them.” The project tied for sixth in
the rankings.

Another group speaking to re-
tain its funding was the District
Council Collaborative, which sup-

ports Central Corridor-related im-
provements that won’t be covered
by state or federal dollars. DCC
Chair Anne White said that with-
out money for parking and
streetscape improvements and
connecting sidewalks, the city will
miss out on benefit of the benefits
of having light rail run down Uni-
versity Avenue.

Three Central Corridor-related
projects are recommended for
funding. Streetscape improvements
tied for sixth overall, with
$500,000 allocated in 2010 and
$1.5 million in 2011. That request
was cut by $500,000.

Completion of connecting
north-south sidewalks ($175,000
in 2011) tied for seventh overall.

That project is also penciled in for
an additional 4175,000 in future
years.

Off-street parking area im-
provements, including improving
alleys for parking, tied for eighth.
That project is recommended for
$175,000 in 2010 and $175,000
in 2011.

The DCC is an organization
of 10 St. Paul district councils and
five Minneapolis neighborhood
associations around the planned
light rail line. White said the proj-
ects sought by Public Works can-
not be paid for with the $914 mil-
lion in federal, state and county
funds eyed for the project. She
urged the CIB Committee to not
cut the projects.

The off-street parking im-
provements are especially impor-
tant, she said, to protect many of
the small businesses along the
proposed light rail line. Businesses
will lose most of their on-street
parking when the light rail line is
built.

Unlike past years there are
several unknowns with the city’s
capital budget. One is the federal
economic stimulus package,
which could cover some “shovel-
ready” projects and in turn free up
city money for other CIB candi-
dates. But another wild card is the
fact that large projects, including
Como Park swimming pool re-
placement, didn’t make the cut. 

If the mayor and council
choose to fund those, smaller
projects could be knocked out. 

Yet another factor is pending
state funding cuts to the city,
which in turn could affect future
capital spending.

Here’s how area projects fared
in the hands of the CIB Commit-
tee. The committee not only
ranked projects last month, it
chose which types of money
would be used. The main sources
include capital improvement
bonds (CIB), federal Community
Development Block Grants (CD-
BG) or Municipal-State Aid
(MSA). Here’s how the other proj-
ects line up:

*Emergency home improve-
ment funding. This Sparc project,
which would receive $100,000
over two years, tied for first place.

*Hamline Avenue Bridge re-
placement tied for second with
two other projects. The project
would receive $900,000 in 2010-
2011. The city would seek $4 mil-
lion in other funds for the project,
which has a $4.9 million price tag.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 13

Page 7www.MonitorSaintPaul.com • Monitor • June 2009

FREE
mini implant

Consult
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Como’s replacement pool doesn’t receive support…
CIB Committee moves towards funding
Como Park Outdoor Classroom

More than a dozen Como area residents attended the May 26 hearing, some to speak against pool replacement and
others to speak for at least some level of funding for the classroom and restoration of the deteriorating Dutch ovens
there. (Photo by Liberty Willms)



By JAN WILLMS
Longfellow Humanities Ele-

mentary School has been de-
scribed as a landmark in learning
since 1883. But the 127-year-old
school, located at 318 Moore St.,
may have to shut its doors perma-
nently.

Declining enrollment and
budget cuts play a major part in
the St. Paul School District’s pro-
posal to close Longfellow, Roo-
sevelt and Sheridan elementary
schools.

“There are two big changes for
St. Paul,” said Mark Vandersteen,
who has been principal at Longfel-
low for the past four years.
“They’re closing three schools and
moving to a regional system.”

Vandersteen said three regions
would be created in St. Paul. “In-
stead of citywide choice, families
would select a school within their
region,” he said. 

Students could be transported
to any school within their region
as long as it’s more than a mile
from home.

Although students could still
attend schools outside their re-
gion, transportation would not be
provided by the district. This plan
could save the district $2.2 mil-
lion.

“It would be a huge change
for the district,” he said.

Vandersteen said the school
has been told that education fund-
ing will remain flat, since the leg-
islative session has closed and Gov.

Tim Pawlenty is doing line-item
cuts. 

“This proposal could take ef-
fect at the end of the next school
year,” Vandersteen said. “The
changes would go into effect in
2010-11.”

Parents and children would
feel the impact of Longfellow’s
closing, since it has been at its
same location since its beginnings
as a one-room schoolhouse.

“This is the fourth building,”
Vandersteen said. It was dedicated
in May 1976.

“This was about the time the
district adopted citywide busing as
part of desegregation laws,” Van-
dersteen said.

The school currently houses
children in pre-K through sixth
grade. In 1985, it focused on a Hu-
manities Magnet curriculum. 

But along with the other two
schools slated for closing, Longfel-
low has failed to meet both state
and district expectations for per-
formance. The schools also have a

higher percentage of low-income
students than the district average.

“Eighty-seven per cent of our
children participate in the free and
reduced-cost lunches,” Vander-
steen said. He said 85 per cent of
the school population is students
of color. 

“Twenty-five per cent of our
kids are proficient in reading and
math,” Vandersteen added. “We’re
aware that’s not where we are sup-
posed to be.”

“Living in poverty is part of
the mix of public school educa-
tion,” Vandersteen noted. 

“We have a diverse student
population, with its challenges
and benefits,” Vandersteen said.

He said Longfellow’s student com-
munity is more reflective of the
community at large.

“We have tried several new ap-
proaches,” Vandersteen said. “We
are the first and now the only
school in St. Paul that took an in-
terest in the Positive Behavior In-
tervention and Supports system.

It’s supported by the state and used
across the nation. We have had
such success with it, the district is
looking at making it a model for
the whole district to follow. That’s
one of the contributions we have
made.”

The program is a proactive
systems approach to establishing
the behavioral supports and social
culture needed for all students in a
school to achieve social, emotion-
al, and academic success.

Vandersteen said Longfellow
is also working on a State of Min-
nesota model, providing more ear-
ly intervention to help students so
they may not need Special Ed. 

He said the education system
usually waits until a student falls
behind before intervening; this
program works right away to find
students who may need help. 

Vandersteen said Longfellow,
like other public and private
schools, has faced a decline in stu-
dent population. It currently has
271 students.

“The school district has space
for 45,000, and houses 39,000,”
he said. “Longfellow has space for
500 students, and we have 271.”

He said the school is influ-
enced by the changing neighbor-
hood. 

“When we were doing door-
to-door surveys, we found a lot of
college housing and a sizable
group of retired people. This
neighborhood is great, but there
are just a few children,” Vander-

steen said.
“If we could get more students

to fill our seats, we wouldn’t be in
this predicament.”

Vandersteen said it is difficult
to tell people about the possible
closure.

“People have put lots of heart
and soul into this school,” he said.
“It’s disheartening to see this hap-
pen.”

Vandersteen said there ap-
pears to be a leveling off in declin-
ing student population.

“Some thought, if given the
extra time, we would have an op-
portunity to rebuild the school
population,” he said.

The school offers the Core
Knowledge curriculum, espoused
by E.D. Hirsch. 

“Hirsch said that in a civilized
nation, there are core pieces of in-
formation every citizen should
know,” Vandersteen said.

Classes are offered in science,
music, Spanish, art and Latin.

Longfellow has a staff of 50,
which would be spread out across
the district when the school closes. 

A school board meeting is
scheduled for June 15, just for
Longfellow. Vandersteen said it
will be an opportunity for a last
open forum. He said the decision
is still in the hands of the school
board to vote upon.

“This is a big change that has
an impact on the community,”
Vandersteen said. “Our wish and
hope is that it hadn’t happened.
But I wouldn’t wish it on another
school, either. We hope the closing
year is great for the kids, and a lot
of good comes out of it.”
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Longfellow 
Elementary, 
called a St. Paul 
‘landmark in
learning,’ slated
to close down

Longfellow Humanities Elementary School is currently housed in its fourth building, according to Principal Mark
Vandersteen. The school houses children in pre-K through sixth grade. The school is is tentatively slated to close as of
the end of the coming school year. Above, Vandersteen bids adieu to one of his students before he departs from
Longfellow for the day. (Photo by Liberty Willms)

“We have a diverse student population, 
with its challenges and benefits.”

- Longfellow Humanities Elementary School Principal Mark Vandersteen



By JAN WILLMS
When Robyn Strowder was

13, she left her home and was
placed in an assessment center to
determine if she was suffering
from a mental illness. It was not
until she was 18 and living at
Rezek House, a transitional living
facility near Sherburne and As-
bury, that she gained the strength
to tell her grandmother
that she was lesbian. 

Homeless for
many of her teen
years, Strowder is
one of many GLBT
youths who find
t h e m s e l v e s
without a
home, without
family support
and struggling
to survive.

Trying to
provide a safe
place for
youths like
Strowder is all
part of a day’s
work for Susan
Phillips, director
of homeless
youth services for
Lutheran Social
Services (LSS).

LSS  pro-
vides services
through Rezek
House; Safe
House, offering
overnight emergency shelter to
single youths 16-20; LifeHaven,
offering short-term housing to
homeless minor mothers and
their children; and Street Program,
which sends youth outreach work-
ers into the streets to contact
youth at risk.

“I think we have seen a pretty
steady stream of homelessness for
the last 8-10 years,” Phillips said.
“At Safe House, we have turned
away 800 referrals.”

She said that although no
program in St. Paul exclusively tar-
gets GLBT youth, reports show
that a good number of youth as-
sisted fall into that category. 

“GLBT youth are overly repre-
sented in the homeless population
in general,” Phillips said. “They
have been turned out by their fam-
ilies. There’s usually family dys-
function.” 

“When I was living with my
grandmother and aunt, they
thought I was bi-polar or some-
thing was psychologically wrong
with me,” Strowder related in a re-
cent conversation.

“I wouldn’t show my person-
ality, and I have such a huge per-
sonality. I wanted to just be safe,
and so I would be quiet.”

Strowder said she comes from
a family of Caribbean and African
American ancestry.

“Being gay is not really ac-
cepted in either culture,” she said.
“It is something that is not talked
about.”

After spending time in a treat-
ment center, Strowder went to a
foster home in Brooklyn Park
when she was 15. 

“That family had a lesbian
daughter they were not comfort-
able with. They were nice people,
but I couldn’t come out to a fami-

ly that was having a difficult time
accepting its own flesh and
blood,” Strowder said. After a year,
she asked to be moved and went
back to live with her aunt.

“My aunt is from Trinidad,
where same-sex relationships are
definitely not accepted. But she
kept wondering what was wrong
with me,” Strowder said.

It was a difficult
period for Strow-

der. Everyone
wondered why
she had no in-
terest in boys
and only
h u n g
around with
boyish-ap-
p e a r i n g
girls. “I
k e p t
telling my
f a m i l y
they were
all bas-

k e t b a l l
p laye r s , ”

she said.
Her aunt fi-

nally asked her
if she liked girls,
and Strowder
told her she did.
“She made it
very comfortable
for me, but told
me I could never

tell anyone else,”
she said. “No other relatives knew.
I felt like I was living in a place
where I couldn’t be black.”

She left her aunt’s five days
before she turned 18 and went to
another homeless transitional
space, the Bridges. 

“I had no home, nothing. But
I felt so happy there because I was
in a place where it was okay to be
me,” Strowder remembered.

After graduating from high
school, where no one knew she
was homeless, she moved to Rezek
House, where she lived two years
before striking out on her own.
She currently lives in the same
Midway area she grew up in.

“Being there gave me space,”
Strowder said. “I felt like I had a
roof over my head as long as I did-
n’t mess up.”

It was also here that she met
her partner, Alexis Collins, and
where she gained the strength and
resolve to finally tell her grand-
mother the truth.  

Strowder said her grand-
mother and other family members
have finally accepted her, as much
as they can. 

“My grandma is nearly 70 and
was involved in the civil rights
movement,” Strowder said. “I told
her that she marched because she
couldn’t help that she was black—
she should understand. My life
from 13 to 18 sucked; now that
I’m 21, my family knows. But
Alexis and I still can’t hold hands
around the Caribbean people.”

Strowder said a lot of GLBT
youth come out, and their parents
don’t accept it. 

“They either get discriminated
against or they’re scared to talk
about it,” she said.

“You feel like you’re all by
yourself, and when you’re home-

less on top of it, it feels worse.”
“I will probably be in my

grave before it is wholly acceptable
to be gay,” Strowder said. “It’s sad
that I’m 21 and feel this way.”

Although a Wilder Founda-
tion Study completed every three
years shows Minnesota’s GLBT
youth are only about nine per cent
of the homeless population, Alex
Nelson of Minneapolis agrees
with Phillips that numbers are
higher.

“National statistics indicate
GLBT youth are 20 to 40 per cent
of the homeless population,” he
said. Nelson has worked with
homeless youth for over 10 years
and currently does a lot of con-
tracting work on providing servic-
es for GLBT youth.

“I think the difference in the
numbers between GLBT homeless
youth nationally and in Minneso-
ta is on how the survey is done,
and who is doing it,” he said. He

said the Wilder study is done with-
in a 24-hour period by volunteers
reading off survey questions. He
said he was not sure how much
GLBT youth might respond to
such a survey.

For Strowder, who is one of
the statistics in the survey, the
numbers do not matter as much
as the resources that are out there.

Those resources may be
strengthened by a couple of bills
that were recently passed in the
legislature. 

Kirsten Anderson-Stembridge,
director of advocacy for LSS, said
that the Youth Moving Forward
successfully advanced its 2009 leg-
islative agenda including perma-
nent funding for the Runaway and
Homeless Youth Act to help fund
street outreach, drop-in centers,
emergency shelters and transition-
al housing for homeless youth.
The legislature funded the act at
$218,000 in the current biennium

and $238,000 for future biennia.
“It’s a sum far short of meet-

ing the need, but an indication of
the support legislators seek to pro-
vide to this important and vulner-
able population,” Anderson-Stem-
bridge said.

According to Anderson-Stem-
bridge, the coalition of homeless
youth and out of home placement
providers also secured passage of
policy that allows youth to return
to the county for services up to the
age of 21. 

"This is helping to end home-
lessness for youth who age out of
our foster care system," Anderson-
Stembridge added.

Youth who age out of care at
the age of 18 will also receive
health coverage through Minneso-
ta Care up to the age of 21.

Anderson-Stembridge said a
federal stimulus of $2.5 million
was set aside for homeless youth
services in greater Minnesota.
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Gay youth often find themselves
homeless, struggling to survive



‘Healthy Moves’ 
for seniors
“Healthy Moves,” a no-cost, home
based, physical activity program is
now available for seniors through
The Hamline Midway Block Nurse
Program. The program is a three
month opportunity and is specifi-
cally designed to help adults age
62+ build strength, increase flexi-
bility and reduce the risk of falls.
One-on-one assistance for seniors
in their homes will be conducted
by staff who have been trained
through the Wilder Foundation. If
you or someone you know are
interested in learning more, please
contact Monica at Hamline
Midway Elders 651-209-6542.  

Curator presents at
History Series
Please join the Hamline Midway
History Corp as they welcome
Minnesota Historical Society Ex-
hibit Curator Brian Horrigan on
Thursday, June 25, 7-8:30 p.m.,
at the Hamline Midway Library,
Lower Level, 1558 W. Minnehaha
Avenue, as he talks about his ef-
forts to bring the Greatest Gener-
ation to life via the new exhibit
at the Minnesota History Center.
Brian Horrigan will offer a slide
show presentation with informa-
tion about the exhibit and the
process of collection oral histo-
ries and artifacts from Min-
nesotans for this exhibit. Brian
Horrigan will also help insprire
audience members to collect and
share their Greatest Generation
stories–their own or those of
their family members. Members
of all generations welcome to
this event!

For more information about
the Hamline Midway History
Corps check out our website
www.HamlineMidwayHistory.org

Also check out our neighbor-
hood page on Placeography
http://www.placeography.org/
i n d e x . p h p / H a m l i n e - M i d  -
way_Saint_Paul_Minnesota

June Activities at Rice
Street Branch Library
The Rice Street Branch Library
has many fun and exciting pro-
grams planned this summer.
Please stop in and join us!

Magician Norm Barnhart
will be performing on Tuesday,
June 16, Circus Manduhai will vis-
it on Tuesday, June 23, and the
Wonderweavers will tell stories on
Tuesday, June 30. All programs be-
gin at 10:30 a.m. and are part of
the St. Paul Public Library’s Sum-
mer Reading Program.

Senior Summer Social Time
will be offer Scrabble on Thursday,
June 18 and the movie National
Treasure on Thursday June 25.
Both activities begin at 1 p.m. For
more information or to register,
please call Sandy at 651-293-8733.
This group is offered in partner-
ship with the Community Educa-
tion Senior Program.

The North End Book Club
will be discussing Love in the
Time of Cholera by Gabriel Garcia
Marquez on Monday, June 22,
from 12:45-2:30 p.m. For more in-
formation or to register, please call
Sandy at 651-293-8733. This
group is also offered in partner-
ship with the Community Educa-
tion Senior Program.

Family story times will be of-
fered on Fridays from 10:30-11
a.m. Join Rice Street’s storytelling
experts for stories, finger plays,
rhymes, and songs. All ages wel-
come.

Teen Time will be offered
Wednesdays from 3:30-5 p.m. Join
us for a rotating roster of
activities each Wednesday! Book
clubs, board games, video games,
& crafts are just a few of the activi-
ties teens can do. 

The Runescape Club will
meet on Thursdays from 3:30-5
p.m. Each week it’s nothin’ but
Runescape. Bring your friends!

Free Saturday Movie
Matinees will be shown every Sat-
urday at 2 p.m. Please stop in or
call the library at 651-558-2223 to

learn which movie will be shown
each week.

The Saturday Sewing Circle
will meet 10-11:30 a.m. on Satur-
days. Bring your knitting, crochet-
ing, embroidery or mending proj-
ects. Learn techniques and share
tips with others.

Computer classes are offered
on Tuesday and Friday mornings
from 10:15 a.m.-12:15 p.m. For
more information or to register,
please call Sandy at 651-293-8733.
Classes are offered in partnership
with the Community Education
Senior Program.

The Rice Street Library is locat-
ed at 1011 Rice Street between
Lawson and Hatch. Hours are
Monday, Wednesday, Thursday,
12:30-9 p.m.; Tuesday 10 a.m.-9
p.m.; and Friday and Saturday, 10
a.m.-5:30 p.m.  The library will be
closed July 3, 4 & 5 in celebration
of Independence Day.

Day Camp runs 
June 22-26
Children 6-12 years of age are in-
vited to the free DAY CAMP 4
KIDS June 22- 26 (Monday
through Friday) at Central Luther-
an School (CLS), 775 Lexington
Ave. N. The camp includes group
activities, crafts, Bible stories, mu-
sic and games all led by experi-
enced youth workers. Free break-
fast and lunch will be served.

Supervised bus transportation
to CLS is provided from both
Jehovah Lutheran Church on the
corner of 1566 Thomas and
Snelling and St. Stephanus
Lutheran Church on the corner of
739 Lafond and Grotto. Campers
may also come directly to CLS. The
program runs from 9 a.m. to 3
p.m. except for Friday when the
classes end at noon. A program for
parents to attend will be Thursday
afternoon.

Free Ice Cream Social
Registration for DAY CAMP 4
KIDS will be held June 21 at 7
p.m. in conjunction with a free
ice cream social and fellowship
event at three sites: Central
Lutheran School, Jehovah
Lutheran Church and St.
Stephanus Lutheran
Church. Parents are encouraged
to enjoy the ice cream evening
with their children, register for
the camp and learn more details.
Questions may be answered by
contacting the LINC Twin Cities
office, which is coordinating the
event in conjunction with CLS and
the two neighborhood churches, at
info@linctwincities.org or 651-
270-4600. Or, call Central
Lutheran School at 651-645-8649,
Jehovah Lutheran Church at 651-
644-1421 or St. Stephanus
Lutheran Church at 651-228-
1486. All neighborhood folks are

cordially invited to the ice cream
social.

Hamline Midway Yard
Sale June 26
Host a sale in conjunction with
other neighbors! Friday, June 26
(9 a.m.-6 p.m.), and Saturday,
June 27 (9 a.m.-3 p.m.) Host the
sale at your house, place your
own ad in the Pioneer Press or
on CraigsList, put up your own
signs at high traffic intersections,
and watch for crowds to appear
as multiple neighbors have yard
sales at the same time. Organize
your block for the benefit of
strength in numbers! Great for
sellers and for shoppers!

Community Building 
session June 17
District 6 will be hosting a Block
Club orientation informational
session  on Wednesday, June 17th
at 1021 Marion Street beginning
at 6:30 p.m. This session open to
all who want to learn about block
clubs and get crime prevention
tips. You do not have to be a
block club member or leader to
attend! We hope current block
clubs will attend to give advice
and network!

Open the Door to your
Dream Home
The first drop in session concern-
ing what to do if you wish to pur-
chase a home will be on Thursday
June 18th from 6 to 7 p.m. at the
District 6 Planning Council
offices located at 213 Front
Avenue. Professionals will be on
hand to advise you. This is free
and confidential. Call District 6
at 651-488-4485 to reserve a spot
or for more information.

Hiring home health care
“How & When to Hire Home
Health Care” will be the topic at a
luncheon for seniors on June 9
beginning at 11:30 at 1415
Englewood Avenue (lower level,
Hamline Methodist Church).
Carol Houghtby from BrightStar
will address the basics as someone
who has experienced this topic first
hand. Call the office of Hamline
Midway Elders 651-209-6542 to
make reservations or request free
transportation. A freewill donation
is asked for the meal. If you are a
senior, caregiver or neighbor and
would like information about our
services or volunteer opportunities,
visit www.blocknurse.org
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Do the Write Thing!
For more information on submitting letters or news announcements to the Monitor call Denis Woulfe at 651-645-7045.

City debuts parking Shuttle for Como Park
Calling a new leopard-print shuttle
van a great addition to one of Min-
nesota’s most popular attractions,
Mayor Chris Coleman along with
city councilmembers, parks offi-
cials, and supporters unveiled the
free Como Shuttle that will begin
operating at Como Park Zoo and
Conservatory on Memorial Day
weekend. 

The shuttle service will expand
parking options for the nearly 2
million annual visitors to the zoo,
conservatory and children’s amuse-
ment park. The shuttle will pick families up at parking lots at the Minnesota State Fairgrounds and the Saint
Paul Public School District Service Facility both off of Como Avenue and drop them off at the Visitor’s Cen-
ter at the zoo and conservatory. The buses will run 9:30 a.m. to 6:30 p.m. every weekend through Septem-
ber with the exception of Independence Day weekend.

The new free service will ease traffic congestion in and around the park, improve neighborhood safety
and air quality by reducing vehicle emissions, and reduce the frustration of circling the parking lot in hopes
of nabbing one of the rare open parking spots. In the summer of 2008, a survey was conducted and found
that out of the 92 percent of visitors who drive to Como Park Zoo and Conservatory, 68 percent would like-
ly utilize the shuttle bus service. 

“The free Como Shuttle is a great solution for both visitors to Como Park Zoo and Conservatory and
neighbors surround the popular attraction. Not only will there be ample parking in nearby lots, but the
shuttle will drop visitors off close to the entrance,” Mayor Coleman said. “Como is one of Minnesota’s great
attractions for families across the region, and now the shuttle will make the experience more enjoyable by
reducing the stress and hassle of finding a parking spot.”

The city and Hoglund Bus Company officials leveraged a $1.6 million federal grant with the help of
some of Minnesota’s Congressional delegation to purchase the three low-emission diesel shuttle buses.
Along with support of rented shuttle buses, they will be in continuous operation during the weekends.
The buses are wheelchair and stroller accessible.

For more information on Como Park Zoo and Conservatory and the free Como Shuttle, including
the location of the new parking lots, visit the park’s website at www.comozooconservatory.org/.



By DEBORAH BROTZ 
If Mayor Chris Coleman had

his way, St. Paul would be the best
city in America for children to
grow up in. Back in 2006, Cole-
man started the Saint Paul Second
Shift Youth Commission to ex-
tend learning beyond the school
day. Midway residents will be
pleased to hear one of the first
projects targeted is to create an
arts-based teen center at Hancock
Rec Center, 1610 Hubbard Ave.,
through the Youth-Friendly
Spaces & Places Committee.

Currently, the St. Paul Youth
Commission is looking for young
people, in grades seven to 12, to
help transform Hancock Rec into
a teen-designated, teen-run art
center called The Canvas. They are
going to be making the space
more youth friendly, designing
and painting a mural, setting up
classes and workshops, and get-
ting the word out to St. Paul
youth.

Brainstorming design ses-
sions for The Canvas inside mu-

rals will be held on Wednesday,
June 3 and 10, from 6 p.m.- 8
p.m. The painting sessions will be
held on Wednesday, June 24, July
1, and July 8, from 4 p.m.-6:30
p.m.

Two artists, Aaron Kupcho
and Eli Esters, from Juxtaposition
Arts, a non-profit youth-focused
visual arts organization in North
Minneapolis, will be working
with the youth to create the mu-
rals.

The idea for The Canvas came
from the Saint Paul Second Shift
Youth Commission 2007-2008
group.

“Rec centers in St. Paul cater
to sports activities,” said Kim
Christoffel, organizer and coordi-
nator for The Canvas. “Arts are
quite limited. They wanted to in-
crease the arts focus in Parks and
Recreation. Second, they feel
what’s important is to have more
youth use rec centers. They could
do this by creating more youth

CONTINUED ON PAGE 13
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We’ll make your payments

BAR & GRILL

6th Annual
RIB COOKOFF

CONTEST

Food, Beverage & Events Start Under The Tent at Noon

Ribs Judged at 4:30 p.m. – Sold to Public After Judging

Live Music Starts at 3:00 p.m.

We Supply the Ribs–You Cook ‘Em!

May the Best Cook Win!

$25 Entry Fee–
All Fees Paid Out in Prizes!

Sign up Now! 

Como, Front & Dale 651-489-9633

Saturday, June 27

Arts-based teen center created at Hancock Rec Center

The Saint Paul Second Shift Youth Commission is looking for young people, in grades seven to 12, to help transform
Hancock Rec into a teen-designated, teen-run art center called The Canvas. They are going to be making the space more
youth friendly, designing and painting a mural, setting up classes and workshops, and getting the word out to St. Paul
youth. Brainstorming design sessions for The Canvas inside murals will be held on Wednesday, June 10. The painting
sessions will be held on Wednesday, June 24, July 1, and July 8, from 4 p.m.-6:30 p.m. (Photo by Liberty Willms)



Parking
issue
Continued from page 4

commuters. That’s especially
true for lots near station areas, in-
cluding Midway SuperTarget, Mid-
way Marketplace, Midway Center
and Griggs-Midway Building.

Yet many small businesses
have no parking at all, other than
what is on the street. Deliveries are
often made off of University.

Even when there are time re-
strictions posted or meters, park-
ing enforcement by the city isn’t
consistent, said Blakely. Currently
enforcement of time restrictions in
neighborhoods occurs on a com-
plaint basis. Funding to pay for so-
lutions ranging from shared park-
ing agreements to physical im-
provements of lots is another
complication.

Blakely said the intent was to
take a look at the total issue, which
includes neighborhoods north and
south of University, as well as the
immediate business strip.

The study revealed 11 critical
areas that need extra help with
business parking needs. Soler said
a number of factors tipped an area
into the critical category, such as
how buildings are placed in an
area, the types of businesses and
customer turnover, and even the
terrain of a block.

The critical areas are:

• North side of University,
Galtier to Western.

• North side of University,
Western to Arundel.

• South side of University,
Arundel to MacKubin.

• North side of University, Kent
to St. Albans.

• South side of University,
Grotto to Victoria.

• North side of University, Lex-
ington to Dunlap.

• North side of University, Al-
bert to Pascal.

• North side of University,
Simpson to Fry.

• North side of University, Fry
to Aldine.

• North Side of University,
Transfer Road to Vandalia.

• North and south sides of Uni-
versity, Raymond to Highway
280.

Potential parking problems
and solutions are outlined for
each area. The report describes the
long-term and short-term, parking
needs for each area, what parking
will be lost and what parking will
still remain. For some areas, it is
recommended that off-street park-
ing be shared or made more acces-
sible. For others, use of side streets
is recommended, Alley parking is
even proposed in some areas.

The communication issue is
one that the parking team encoun-
tered in every area. Businesses may
be neighbors but owners don’t
speak to each other, said Soler. The
parking team has tried to bring
groups together in the areas and
will do that again at the work-
shops.

There are also solutions that
can be implemented along the en-
tire length of University. There are
no plans to create large park and
ride lots, which some business
owners question. They said there
will be park and ride commuter
parking that needs to be ad-
dressed.

“Everybody wants there to be
a magic bullet,’ said Blakely. But
that isn’t the case. He said that
parking needs to be thought of as
a system and that many measures
need to be taken to mitigate the
impacts.

Soler notes there are about
560 parking spaces on north-
south streets, one block north and
south of University. There are also
more than 25,000 parking spots in
private lots along the street. Some
of those off-street spots are heavily
used, he said, while others often
sit empty.

But one barrier to sharing lots
is the city’s own zoning and licens-
ing regulations, which require set
amounts of parking for businesses.

By ANNE LEVIN and KRISTA
FINSTAD HANSON
Hamline Midway History Corps

The Hamline Midway branch
of the St. Paul Public Library cele-
brated 100 years in 2008. Fortu-
nately, the history of the Hamline
Branch Library and the “Hamline
People” has been preserved in
scrapbooks with newspaper arti-
cles, photos, and documents saved
by previous library supporters, to
tell the story of the dedicated
neighbors who strongly believed
their community needed a public
library.

The village of Hamline
formed around Hamline Universi-
ty which moved “midway” be-
tween St. Paul and Minneapolis in
1880 from their first location in
Red Wing. Although the area was
annexed by the city of St. Paul in
1885, it was known simply as
“Hamline” for many years.  

In 1907 members of the
Hamline Mothers’ Club began to
investigate the possibility of a li-
brary in the neighborhood. And in
May of 1908 Mrs. Nellie Hall
agreed to start a lending library in
her millinery shop at 720 N.
Snelling (now Lloyd’s Pharmacy).
The neighbors paid subscriptions
to fund the library and to pay Mrs.
Hall $10 a month salary to be the
librarian. Later library locations in-
cluded 719 N. Snelling (1912) and

the Masonic Hall at 1560 Capitol
(now Englewood) Avenue in 1914.  

In March 1918 an official rela-
tionship with the St. Paul Public
Library system was established,
and in September of 1919 space
was rented at 694 North Snelling
(now Kum Gun Sang restaurant)
for the library. The storefront li-
brary was actively used and the
community’s needs quickly out-
grew the space.

The Hamline neighbors real-
ized they needed to help the city
along in the process of building

them a “real library.” A subscrip-
tion fund began and raised $2,910
from neighborhood residents and
businesses, with many giving be-
tween $10 and $50. The Midway
Commercial Club brokered the
purchase of land on behalf of the
neighbors, and the land was deed-
ed to the city on December 16,
1920 for the building of a library.
The committee purchased lots 8, 9
& 10 in Block 3 of the Hamline
Syndicate addition on Minnehaha
Avenue just east of Snelling.

As the land sat unused, from

1922 and on there were countless
letters written to the city council
and the library board asking them
why they weren’t moving faster on
the process to build Hamline their
library. An idea was brought up
among the library advocates of the
possibility of using money from
the Henry Hale estate to build
their branch library. Henry Hale
was a lawyer and judge who died
in St. Paul on December 7, 1890.
The funds from his estate went to
his surviving wife and children,
with a clause that excess funds go
towards building a library and pro-
viding for a medicine dispensary
in the city of St. Paul.

A March 25, 1926 St. Paul
Daily News article details the re-
quest for the money to be used
from the Hale estate. This process
eventually became a lawsuit to be
able to use the estate money for
the building of the library. In
1929, the suit was settled with
money from the estate going to
the city of St. Paul.

On September 17, 1929 the
St. Paul City Council voted to ac-
cept the money, approximately
$45,000, from the Hale estate and
use it to build two libraries – the
Merriam Park branch and the
Hamline branch, with both to be
known as Henry Hale Memorial
Libraries. Looking forward to the
new building, the September 1929

issue of “The Library Beacon”
shows an architectural rendering
of the exterior of the Hamline
branch library. It is difficult to
identify exactly the architect of the
new branch — however, it is likely
that it was the lead City Architect
Frank X. Tewes (who died in Octo-
ber of 1929 and was replaced by
James C. Niemeyer), and Carl Bue-
tow is listed as the lead draftsman
on the plans.

Ground was broken for the
Hamline branch library on March
6, 1930, and the new library build-
ing first opened in September of
1930. A grand opening was held
on October 9, 1930 and historic
photographs show community
members celebrating on the lawn
in front of the library. Hamline
neighbors then raised another
$800 to purchase furnishings for
their library. The people of Ham-
line continued to play an active
role as members of the Hamline
Branch Library Council and as ea-
ger users of the library. The new
building quickly became a focal
point and gathering place for the
neighborhood.

Current Hamline Midway li-
brary patrons couldn’t agree more
and will continue to advocate for
keeping open a neighborhood li-
brary that so many people worked
so hard to establish and maintain
over the past 100 years.
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Hamline Midway Library’s 101 year  history

The Hamline Midway branch of the St. Paul Public Library recently cele-
brated 100 years in 2008.



For an unprecedented tenth year
in a row, Como Park Elementary
has won the prestigious “Superin-
tendent’s Continuous School Im-
provement Award.”  Como Park is
the only school in St. Paul to re-
ceive the award in all 10 years that
it has been presented.  The award
is judged on results from the year-
ly MCA tests and student atten-
dance, Como has demonstrated
its commitment to academic ex-
cellence.

Over the last decade, Como
Park Elementary has been greatly

enriched by the children of St.
Paul’s immigrant population and,
as a result, today, celebrates the
diversity of its student body.  As
its Principal, Christine Vang has a
unique understanding of both the
challenges and the achievements
of Como’s students.  Born in Laos,
Mrs. Vang immigrated to Min-
nesota when she was in second
grade.  Following college, she be-
gan a career in St. Paul Public
Schools as a teacher at Hancock-
Hamline Elementary.  She also
acted as a Program Coordinator

for ALC Elementary.  Here admin-
istrative experience was gained at
Humboldt Junior High School
and Phalen Lake Elementary.

Como Park’s success is a trib-
ute to its exceptional staff.  The
majority of teachers hold ad-
vanced degrees and continue to
study their craft.  As they pursue
excellence in their own profes-
sion, their actions model for their
students what it means to be a
lifelong learner.  Congratulations
to Como Park Elementary on
working together to succeed.
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1587 
SELBY AVE. 

ST. PAUL
651-644-4110
lulasvintagewear.com

1514 Englewood Avenue – St. Paul 651-645-0667

SUNDAY WORSHIP SCHEDULE

8:00 AM Communion

9:30 AM Worship

10:30 AM Hospitality & Fellowship

h

Details on website:
www.hamlinechurch.org

Lonetti's Lounge
1091 Rice Street

651-488-4469

Come To A 
Pig Roast

Wednesday, June 24, 
4 to 10 p.m.

Benefit Dinner for Nancy Newman
z Party z Pig z Prizes

Public invited - Just $10 per ticket at the door
z Raffles z Silent Auction z Tri Wheel z Pull Tabs z Door Prizes

New Spirit’s Star Student of the month receives a $25 gift certificate for a local bookstore.

New Spirit School offers small class sizes, a content-rich curriculum, and a
focus on character education. New Spirit School currently has openings for 
K - 8 students. For more information on our tuition free K - 8 program please

CALL 651-225-9177
260 Edmund Avenue (One block west of Marion Street) 

New Spirit School’s

Student of the Month
June 2009

Jocelyn Flores

Jocelyn has proven herself to be an
exceptional student at New Spirit School.  Her
classmates have grown to trust her as a wise
and helpful friend.  She solves problems with
respect and fairness and always includes
others.  Her teachers have grown to trust her to
always give her best effort and to complete
tasks to the best of her abilities.  She isn’t afraid
to challenge herself in new and exciting ways.
She has countless  reasons to be proud of
herself this year. Great job Jocelyn!

Como Elementary Awarded Superintendent’s
Banner for Continuous Improvement Award

Hancock
Center
Continued from page 11

friendly spaces and places. Third,
if there are more youth friendly
spaces, it would decrease youth
violence and youth getting into
trouble.”

As a joint project of St. Paul
Parks and Recreation and the
mayor’s Second Shift Initiative,
The Canvas will offer art classes
and workshops. A joint grant
with Hamline Midway Coalition
from the Center for Urban and
Regional Affairs (CURA) at the U
of M will help pay teachers who
teach classes.  

“There will also be open stu-
dio time,” said Christoffel.
“Young people will have a safe
place to go. They can go to The
Canvas to work on painting, ce-
ramics, or dance alone or with
friends. There will also be events,
discussions, musical experiences,
and non-arts related things of in-
terest to young people in St.
Paul.”

Brady Lorenzen, 16, who is a
freshman at Central High School,
has just completed his first year
as a youth commissioner.

“I wanted to be a youth com-
missioner because I thought it
would be a good opportunity to
develop leadership skills and
have a say in what goes on in the
community,” he said. 

Lorenzen feels The Canvas is
needed because he knows a lot of
teens who are into arts in St.
Paul.

“They may not be sure what
kind of art they’re into,” he said.
“They are not sure they know
where to go with their career. I

think it’s good that kids around
St. Paul can find out if they really
like doing this project or this
class.”

Lorenzen hopes being a
youth commissioner will benefit
him.

“I’m hoping to become bet-
ter at public speaking and to gain
leadership skills,” he said.

Grace Manz, 16, who is a
junior at Hill-Murray High
School, was part of the group
who came up with the idea for
The Canvas last year. 

“It will be created by teen-
agers,” she said. “A lot of things
fail when adults plan things for
teen-agers. People who are going
to be using it will be involved in
creating it.”

Manz feels she has gained a
lot of experience being a youth
commissioner.

“A lot of times you join an
organization and it’s not that
youth led,” she said. “The struc-
ture is already set up. It’s totally
up to us what we want to focus
on. It’s empowering.”

Manz feels St. Paul needs
more arts.

“I hope the community real-
ly gets involved and enjoys it,”
she said. “I hope more people go
in and see what opportunity ex-
ists. I hope it’s a place where
teens want to go and be a part of
it.”

Renee Kargleder, 18, a senior
at Highland Senior High School,
played a leadership role in The
Canvas project for the last two
years.

Starting with the Youth
Commission in 2007, Kargleder
looked to her own Summit-Uni-
versity neighborhood to help de-
velop committees for things that
created the greatest problems for
youth.

“We created an arts-based
teen center to prevent youth vio-
lence,” she said. 

The Canvas is geared toward
an underserved population.

“It ’s focused on a whole
group of people who play on
guitar or like the spoken word,”
said Kargleder. “It ’s going to
make people try different
things.”

Kargleder’s interest in bring-
ing The Canvas to life stems
from her own life experience.

“I’ve seen a lot of friends go
into gang violence,” she said.
“There are marvelous artists who
don’t have any place to do it.
They go to the side of a building
and tag.”

As a youth commissioner,
Kargleder has benefitted from
her experience working with
adults and people of authority.

“I’m more confident with
myself and settings where I
would be accountable for some-
thing,” she said. “It has taught
me to step up and lead if I see
something wrong.”

Christoffel hopes many
teens get involved in creating
The Canvas this summer and
looks forward to its grand open-
ing in the fall.

“We hope it will be success-
ful, will continue to grow, and
be a model for other centers
both in St. Paul and other parts
of the country,” she said. “We
hope it will be a great experience
for youth taking a class, working
on their own art, or participating
in discussions about issues or
events. It will increase leadership
and give them a sense of pride
making a positive difference in
their community and helping
other young people.”

For information, call Kim
Christoffel, 651-266-6426.

Outdoor
classroom
Continued from page 7

The bridge is deteriorating
and recently had weight limits
posted.

*Como Park play area im-
provements also tied for second
and are recommended for
$313,000.

*Frogtown Flexible Housing
Fund tied for fifth, and would re-
ceive $300,000.

*Sparc’s property acquisition
and rehab fund, at $200,000,
tied for sixth.

*Frogtown facelift, a hous-
ing improvement program, tied
for ninth and is recommended
for $400,000.

*Sparc’s North End and
Hamline-Midway home im-
provement grant program, for
$300,000, tied for 10th.

*Part of the Lexington Park-
way bike trail and bridge im-
provement fund is recommended
for $500,000 of its $1.57 million
budget. The project tied for 11th.

*A Frogtown-North End
project, capitol backyard busi-
ness improvement fund, tied for
12th and is recommended for
$400,000.

*Raymond Avenue traffic
calming between university and
Hampden is recommended for
$164,000 and tied for 12th.

*Bicycle lanes and other
bike-related improvements on
Prior Avenue in Merriam Park
and Hamline-Midway tied for
14th and are recommended for
$53,000 in 2011.

*Preliminary design of im-
provements to Merriam Park tied
for 15th, with $64,000 dollars
penciled in 2010.

*Part of the controversial
Pierce Butler Route extension
project ranked 29th and is rec-
ommended for $1.94 million.

Projects not recommended
include Midway Stadium im-
provements, Marshall Avenue
median work in Merriam Park,
off-leash dog parks, installation
of shotspotter technology, Ham-
pden Park improvements, Ham-
line Avenue reconstruction be-
tween university and Minnehaha,
Snelling Avenue “green streets’
traffic calming, Midway Stadium
improvements and McMurray
Field road and ball field im-
provements and restoration of
the historic streetcar bridge in
Como Park.



Page 14 June 2009 • Monitor • www.MonitorSaintPaul.com 

CONCRETE
SIDEWALKS,
STEPS AND 

STUCCO REPAIR

GLASS BLOCK
WINDOW

good for basements
any size

CHIMNEY &
FIREPLACE

WORK
Call Mark Larson
651-642-5090

SERVICES • SERVICES • SERVICES • SERVICES • SERVICES •  SERVICES

Jewelry
Continued from page 1

building bridges for soldiers to
cross. He survived the war, but was
shell-shocked. 

“Any noise or loud bang, he
would hide in the closet,” Clausen
said. “He used to sit in the chair by
the window and cry when I went
off to work, because he had never
wanted me to have to work. But I
had to then.”

She spent 17 years working as
a machine operator for Kaplan Pa-
per Box. When her husband died
in 1974, the necklace he had given
her became even more special.

In spite of being a crime vic-
tim, Clausen has not even consid-
ered leaving Rice Street. 

“I have never been afraid on
Rice Street,” she said. “It has been
good to me. Rice Street belongs to
me.”

Life for Clausen has not al-
ways been easy. She said her moth-
er gave her away when she was six
months old, and her grandmother
raised her. She was also physically
abused by an aunt and still has a
lump on her head from that early
time in her life. 

She had a daughter who was
stillborn.

“I’ve had cancer, and I’ve been
paralyzed. I have heart trouble, but
I won’t let that get to me. I could
go out and run a race if I had to.”
Clausen said.

“People ask me how I get up
the stairs, and I tell them I just
walk. Lots of people try to help
me, but I don’t want to be helped.
I want to make it on my own.”

Clausen’s independent atti-
tude, however, does not prevent
her from making friends with the
people along Rice Street.

When she first moved to her
apartment, it was owned by Dr.

Peter Bilge. A dentist’s office was at
the end of the second-story hall,
and the surrounding rooms were
doctor’s offices. The building was
once a Big Wheel and then Check-
er auto parts store. Now it houses
Tiger Supermarket, which offers
Asian foods.

“The Asian people are won-
derful to me,” Clausen said. She
said they carry her groceries up if
she needs any help, and they are
both her landlord and neighbors.
They call her mother. 

Clausen said she doesn’t real-
ly remember when she became so
active in the Rice Street communi-
ty.

“A bunch of us women used
to get together, and we started go-
ing to meetings,” she said. Clausen
also has adopted a bus stop near
her building, which she keeps
clean. “I adopted my first one in
1969,” she said.

She still gets picked up every
second Monday and attends a po-
lice-community meeting. 

“There used to be meetings
held across from the Coffee Cup,”
she said, “That’s where I first met
Tom Smith.” Smith is the assistant
chief of police and calls Clausen
his second mother. Clausen also
called Sgt. Matt Toupal, another
police officer, a very dear person.
They are the two officers who re-
turned her necklace to her. 

The bright afternoon sun-
shine continues to illuminate
Clausen’s apartment. Princess
prances around, and Marnie, her
bird, starts to chirp. On the living
room walls are numerous procla-
mations and awards honoring
Clausen for her community serv-
ice. 

For Clausen, Rice Street has
been home for 70 years and con-
tinues to be.

“I don’t want to move off Rice
Street until God takes me,” she
said.

BEAKS 651-224-9299

LANDSCAPING
• Retaining Walls

• Pavers • Sodding
• Planting & Pruning

LAWN SERVICE
• Mowing • Irrigation system  

by Toro & installation

Quality Service Since 1983
FREE ESTIMATES

For Vivian Clausen, Rice Street has been home for 70 years and continues
to be. (Photo by Liberty Willms)



Monitor Want Ads are now $1 per
word with a $10 minimum. Send
your remittance along with your
ad to Monitor Classifieds, Iris Park
Place, 1885 University Avenue,
Ste. #110, St. Paul, MN 55104.
Classifieds must be prepaid via
cash, check, or credit card.
Classified ads can be e-mailed to
denisw@aplacetoremember.com.
Want ads must be in the Monitor
before June 29 for the July 9 issue.
Call 651-645-7045 for more infor-
mation. Your classified ad will
also be automatically placed on
the Monitor’s website at
www.MonitorSaintPaul.com

APT FOR RENT
For rent: 3355 Minnehaha Ave. So.,
clean 3 bedroom apartment, refin-
ished hardwood floor, freshly
painted, garage, wash/dryer, stove
& refrigerator, $1,225 plus heat &
elec. Call 612-724-8819. 6-09

BATHROOMS
Bathroom/kitchens!! Basement
finishing. Bad water pressure?
Sinks, toilets and tub/surrounds,
etc. Ceramic tile. Basement bath-
rooms installed. Call 612-275-
9815. 7-09

Need a handyman?? Any job, big
or small plumbing? Electrical?
Remodeling? Decks? Etc. Call
“Dynamo” Dave 612-701-2272.
Competitive prices! 6-09

BUY AND SELL
“**Wanted** HiFi Consoles, Old
Stereo Gear, Big Spkrs, Ham Radios,
homemade audio gear, ETC. Need
Not Work Andy 651-329-0515. 7-09

Vintage 1900-1949 lights, house
hardware, doors, tubs, radiators, etc.
Also furniture hardware. 651-644-
9270. 20% off with ad. 6-09

CARPET CLEANING
Two average size rooms $49.95.
Owner/operator – Dave. 612-721-
5105, 612-636-3073. 7-09

CHILD CARE
Need a nanny? Available part-time
experienced. Reasonable rates. Call
Kim 651-645-8331. 6-09

COMPANION CARE
Companion Care for Seniors. Stay
living independently in the home
you love. Providing non-medical
care: companionship, housekeep-
ing, meal preparation, transporta-
tion to appts, shopping, etc.
Compassionate, skilled assistance
with a fun approach. Mature expe-
rienced female with excellent refer-
ences. For more info: http:/susan-
helpinghands.blogspot.com or, call
Susan @651-488-1104. 6-09

ELECTRICAL
Need a handyman?? “Dynamo”
Dave is your man. Any job, big or
small plumbing? Electrical?
Remodeling? Decks? Etc. Call
“Dynamo” Dave 612-701-2272. Why
pay extravagant prices when quality
exists at a competitive price. 6-09

CONTINUED ON PAGE 16
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Call Ed 651-224-3660 or Norm, 651-208-7294

Sullivan Roofing
& Siding

* Expert Roofing/Siding
* Outstanding Quality
* Affordable Rates
* 25 Years Exp.

Free Estimates
Licensed & Insured

651-436-8975
Lic. # 20515019

ALL HANDYMAN SERVICES
Clean Ups & Haul Aways.

Attics, Basements, Garages,
Yards, Tear Offs and Roofing.

We also do Demolishing & Repairs
CALL: 651-274-0263

HAR MAR LOCK & KEY
“We Solve Life’s Little Problems”

24 Hours A Day

651-636-8171
1551 W. LARPENTEUR AVE. ROSEVILLE, MN 55113

Angel Shoe Repair & Tailoring
at 1138 Rice Street for 19 years
Specializing in leather repair

“Priced right for you.”

651-488-0024

TOTAL HOME
IMPROVEMENTS
Your Complete Contractor • Lic. #20095403

✓ Additions/Basements ✓ Decks/Porches
✓ Bathrooms/Kitchens ✓ Renovations
✓ Doors/Windows ✓ Roofing/Siding

Pictures & refs available

651-777-3911

TSCHIDA BROS.
PLUMBING
• Remodeling &

Repairing
• Water Heaters
• Discount For Seniors

1036 FRONT AVE.,
LICENSED • BONDED

LIC. NO. 7212

651-488-2596

GARY’S AUTOMOTIVE REPAIR

455 ATWATER ST. • ST. PAUL, MN 55117
651-776-9088 • 651-487-3659

MANAGER
GARY NIPPOLDT

ASST. MANAGER
GREG NIPPOLDT

• Tire Repair
• Tune-Ups
• Brakes
• Exhaust

• Oil Changes
• Air Conditioning
• Computer Diagnosis
• General Repair

Expert Climbers • Professional Service
Tree Trimming & Removal • Stump Removal
The latest in yard friendly equipment
Aerial lift trucks • Large tree specialists

Licensed &
Insured
LOCALLY OWNED &
OPERATED

RESIDENTIAL
COMMERCIAL

FREE  
ESTIMATES

651-459-7552
1-800-669-TREE (8733)
All Major Credit Cards Accepted

Classifieds $1 per word
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FLOORS
Quality wood floor sanding and
installation. 25 years experience.
Low rates, references. 612-437-
2282. 5-09

GARAGE SALE
Midway garage sale, Fri. 9-3, Sat.
9-2, 1656 Charles Ave. 6-09

HANDYMAN
Need a handyman?? One call
does it all. Any job, big or small.
Plumbing? Electrical?
Remodeling? Don’t tell my wife,
but keeping your house in tip-top
condition is more important than
my own! Call “Dynamo” Dave
612-701-2272. 6-09

HAULING
Cleanups—all types and haul-
aways. No restrictions or limits. 15
years experience.  All Handyman
Services, Richard—651-274-0263,
651-373-6652. B-08

HOME SERVICES
Budget Blinds - Your local window
treatment professionals. Save 30%
off your entire order of blinds,
shades, shutters and more...Free
In-home consultations. Free pro-
fessional installation. Call today
651-765-4545. 5-09

HOUSECLEANING
Weekends are too
short! Experienced, reliable and
professional. Tracy 612-998-
4022. 6-09-00

Busy schedule? No time to clean
at home? Give me a call! 651-231-
5824. Juan and Francisca years'
experience. Reliable, trustworthy
good service. Reasonable rates.

LAWN SERVICES
Sorensen Lawn Care. Full service
mowing, fertilization and aera-
tion. Call Jeff for estimate at 651-
695-1230. 6-09

LEGAL
Quality affordable legal represen-
tation. Payment plans available.
651-270-1806. 7-09

PAINTING
Interior or Exterior w/powerwash.
25 years experience. Butch BOS
651-308-3410. 8-09

Painting/Repair—Interior/Exterior.
Best workmanship, price guaran-
teed. Insured. 651-699-2832. B-08

Painting – wallpaper removal.
Average 3 room paint job - $250.
Average house $650. Average
garage $250. Painter Jim 651-
698-0840. B-08

Interior/exterior painting, enam-
eling, plaster patching, free esti-
mates. Bob. 651-633-5565. 12-09

PET CARE
Wagner’s Pet Sitting - Worry Pet Free:
Vacation – Daily working, Walking,
Pet Taxi, Poopscooping T.L.C.,
www.wagnerspetsitting.com, 651-
771-0421. 6-09

PSYCHIC READINGS
Experienced Psychic/Tarot
Readings. Individuals and events.
Local resident. Appointments
651-587-0046(Kathy). 11-09

PIANO TUNING
Quality piano tuning and repair.
Reasonable rates. Call Robert
Clough @ 612-722-7586 or e-
mail: robtclough@aol.com. 11-09

$5.00 off if in Midway, Como,
or North End. Charles
Fruhstuck, 651-489-3181,
charlesfruhstuck@mac.com,
Registered Piano Technician. 6-09

RECREATION
River Rides from Downtown
Minneapolis—$2.00 OFF-men-
tion Monitor—sightseeing, din-
ner cruises, parties. 952-474-
8058. TwinCitiesCruises.com. 6-09

SERVICES
Don't be a sap and pay full rates.
Call George's Tree Service for free
estimate. 20 years experience. No
job too small. 651-340-2874. 6-09

RAM Handyman Services LCC.
Good service, reasonable 
rates, “no job too small.” 
Rich – 651-485-9680 – or
www.ramhandyman.com. 6-09

Chimney Repairs – Phil Larson
Construction. Family business
since 1957. 612-414-4612. B-08

Interior or Exterior w/powerwash.
25 years experience. Butch BOS.
651-308-3410. 8-09

Need a handyman?? Any job, big
or small plumbing? Electrical?
Remodeling? Decks? Etc. Call
Dave 612-701-2272. Competitive
prices! 6-09

Professional Exterior and Interior
Painting, wall repair and plaster-
ing; ceiling texturing, wallpaper-
hanging, moderate prices; free esti-
mates, licensed, bonded, insured;
Merriam Park Painting, 651-224-
3660, 651-552-2090. B-08

VACUUM CLEANER
Vacuum Cleaners: Sales, service
and supplies. Experts since 1952.
666 University @ Dale. 651-222-
6316. www.a-1vacuum.com 1-09

WANTED TO BUY
Paying the most cash for your fur-
niture, dishes, glassware, knick-
nacks, costume jewelry, antiques,
pictures, lamps, household items
etc. I make housecalls. Call Mary
Anne 612-729-3110. 6-09

I buy scrap metals, gold, silver,
copper, brass, aluminum, etc.
Also, non working vehicles, old
books and other stuff. Cash paid.
Call George. 651-340-2874. 7-09

Como's baby giraffe makes debut

Como Zoo’s baby giraffe made his first public appearance on Friday June
5th, one month to the day that he was born. In order for him to become
familiar with his new surroundings he will only be on display for por-
tions of the day. He will be on display inside the Hoof Stock Building for
a period of time before he makes his way to the outside display area. 

Next deadline:
June 29


