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By JAN WILLMS
With the help of Federal

Funds and a matching grant from
the Target Corporation, the Saint
Paul Police Department is hoping
to make the streets along Univer-
sity Avenue a little safer.

The Central Corridor Security
Camera Partnership is a project
that is being headed by Com-
mander Doug Holtz of the West-
ern District Investigation Unit,
Saint Paul Police.

“We received $1.2 million
from an old Federal Transit grant
that has been around for some
time,” Holtz said. “We matched it
with $300,000 from Target Cor-
poration.”

He said it has been over a
year since he was tapped by Chief
John Harrington to work with the
transit-based project, which fea-
tures security cameras installed
along University Avenue.

“We are trying to go along the
transit route of the projected Light

Rail Transit (LRT) from Min-
neapolis to the downtown depot
of Saint Paul,” Holtz said. “There
is enough money to build the in-
frastructure from the border of
Minneapolis to Robert Street in
this Phase 1,” he added.

“We see this project as pro-
viding three things,” Holtz said.
“Detection, deterrence and inves-
tigation of criminal activity.”

There is a plan in place for
20-25 cameras along this route.
They are powered at intersections
with traffic signal lights.

“Some intersections may
have more than one camera,”
Holtz said. 

He said that cameras have
been operating in Minneapolis for
roughly about a year.

“They had over 750 arrests
this first year, and no one pleaded
not guilty,” Holtz said. He said
those caught on camera either

CONTINUED ON PAGE 15

By DEBORAH BROTZ
When Hamilton Bell was a

high school administrator, he did-
n’t have the chance to show his in-
structional leadership ability. As
the new principal at North End El-
ementary School, 27 E. Geranium
Ave., he is thrilled to show what
he can do.

“It gives me the opportunity
to work with our students at a
younger age,” he said. “Prior to
this, I was at Simley High School. I
was never given the opportunity to
utilize the skills I have. I felt I
wanted to give more and do more
things. I wanted to build a foun-
dation so students won’t have dif-
ficulties as they get older. I wanted
to make a difference in students’
lives.”

As the first African American
administrator at Simley High
School, Bell was Dean of Students.
For five years, he dealt with disci-
pline issues for 950 students. Prior
to that, he was the Multicultural
Diversity Specialist for the Inver

Grove Heights School District.
“There wasn’t any more

growth,” he said. “St. Paul gave me
the opportunity to be an instruc-
tional leader. It was a chance to

learn everything about the school.
At North End, 93 percent of the
students are on free or reduced
lunches.”

Bell himself is a product of St.

Paul Public Schools. He went to
Central High School, then to
Macalester College. He received
his Master’s degree in Counseling
at the University of Wis.-River
Falls. He got his administrative de-
gree from Saint Mary’s University
of Minnesota.

Not only is Bell a licensed
guidance counselor, he is also a li-
censed administrator for grades K-
12.

“The biggest thing is I have a
passion for St. Paul and under-
standing is the other thing,” he
said. “It’s wonderful coming from
Inver Grove Heights to St. Paul. It’s
a world of opportunity for me.”

During the first few weeks of
school, Bell looks forward to
many things.

“I’m looking forward to
bringing my energy and passion
for education and my love of kids
and to watch them grow,” he said.
“I’ve been blessed. The energy

CONTINUED ON PAGE 15
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New North End principal strives to nurture ‘future leaders’

The Central Corridor Security Camera Partnership is a project that is being
headed by Commander Doug Holtz of the Western District Investigation
Unit, Saint Paul Police. The City has received $1.2 million from an old Fed-
eral Transit grant. This photo is taken from a camera project in Dallas.

$1.2 million federal transit grant spurs proposal…

Police to utilize 
security cameras 
to make University
Avenue safer area

As the new principal at North End Elementary School, 27 E. Geranium
Ave., Hamilton Bell is thrilled to show what he can do to nurture future
leaders. (Photo by Terry Faust)



Como Park projects part
of St. Paul proposals
Several Como Park projects are
part of St. Paul’s submission to the
Metropolitan Council’s Metropoli-
tan parks Capital Improvement
Program. The City Council ap-
proved the submissions August 22.
The council is seeking a total of
$10.5 million from the state in
2008-2009, and will issue an addi-
tional matching bond amount of
up to $7.5 million. Of that
amount St. Paul would receive
$2.554 million.

The St. Paul Parks and Recre-
ation Commission recommended
approval of the projects in August.

The 2008-2009 projects in-
clude $149,000 for Como Park
trails, and $503,000 for park entry
road reconstruction for roads off of
Lexington Parkway, Estabrook
Drive and Nason Place. The city is
also seeking $637,000 to look at
design and engineering for a
makeover of the Como Park swim-
ming pool, as outlined in a 2004
city aquatics study.

Como Park again shows up
on the project list for 2012-2013
with a request for 42 million for
new roads, lighting and signs.

Outdoor sales of fire-
works face restrictions
Outdoor sales of fireworks face
many more restrictions as the St.
Paul City Council unanimously
adopted new regulations on such
sales August 15. The ordinance re-
places an interim  moratorium that
blocked companies from selling
fireworks outdoors this summer
prior to the July 4th holiday.

The ordinance change was
brought forward at the rest of the
Snelling-Hamline Community
County and Hamline-Midway
Coalition. The district councils had
objected to fireworks sales tents

that went up along University Av-
enue, expressing concern about
what area residents saw as a lack of
regulation. Residents were con-
cerned about the safety aspects of
having quantities of fireworks out-
doors and the potential risk of fire
hazards, especially in areas where
residential properties are close to
commercial properties and fire-
works tenants.

The regulations, which were
drafted and studied by city plan-
ning and fire marshal’s staff and
the St. Paul Planning Commission,
only affect outdoor fireworks sales
and not sales in stores.

Under the new regulations,
the outdoor sales are restricted to
June 25-July 5. All items for sale
must be kept inside of tents or oth-
er temporary structures. The struc-
tures shall be located at least 20
feet away from all other structures.
The structures shall be at last 100
feet from the closest property line
of any residential property. (This
excludes buildings that are mixed
commercial-residential use.)

An outdoor no-smoking area
of 50 feet surrounding the perime-
ter of the structure shall be main-
tained and physically marked. No
portion of any public sidewalk,
boulevard right-of-way, public
street or alley may fall inside of the
perimeter. The structures cannot be
located with 50 feet of motor fuel
dispensers. All of the fireworks
must be secured or removed from
the site when it isn’t open for busi-
ness. 

The new regulations also limit
the temporary sales structures to
properties zoned for industrial or
commercial business (b3) use.

Feral cat program intro-
duced in Frogtown
A program to trap, neuter and
spay, and then release wild or feral
cats will get underway this fall in
the Frogtown neighborhood and
later be expanded to other neigh-
borhoods, as a result of St. Paul
City Council action August 8. The
council unanimously adopted the

feral cat management pilot pro-
gram.

The program, which was in-
troduced by Ward One Council
Member Debbie Montgomery in
response to constituent concerns,
calls for feral cats that are im-
pounded to be released to feral cat
management programs for the
purpose of identification, steriliza-
tion and vaccination. Cats would
have their left ear tipped to show
that they have been treated, then
released back into their home ar-
eas or cat “colonies.”

St. Paul Animal Control staff
would work with Animal Ark, a
Twin Cities animal shelter and res-
cue program, to start what will be
called “feline Fridays.” Volunteers
would pay a $30 deposit to obtain
a trap, then trap and hold trapped
feral cats until they could be
picked up on Wednesdays to be
neutered or spayed, vaccinated.

Animal Ark’s “neuter commuter”
van would be used to pick up the
cats. After cats are sterilized and
vaccinated, the cats are then re-
turned to their home neighbor-
hoods and cat groups or
“colonies.” Any kittens or cats that
can be socialized would be given
to groups that adopt out cats.

Domestic cats that are caught
as part of the program would be
impounded, as they are now.

Feral cats are wild, free-roam-
ing cats that are the offspring of
domestic cats. Such cats are wild
and not socialized. They pose
health risks to household pets and
people, and are blamed for killing
wildlife. Similar feral cat manage-
ment programs in other cities have
been more effective at winnowing
the cat population than simply
trapping and removing, or killing
the cats.

- Compiled by Jane McClure
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CELEBRATING 40 YEARS OF GREAT FOOD

“Home Cooking Since 1967”

1446 RICE • 489-00201446 RICE • 489-0020

���

2 Eggs + Toast
M-F

$2.75
AND 4 OTHER
BREAKFAST
SPECIALS

Daily Lunch Specials
Dinner Specials until 3:00pm

5:30am to 3:00pm Everyday
Kitchen Open until 3:00pm

BREAKFAST ALL DAY
TAKE OUT ORDERS

ALL TIME FAVORITES
SERVED 7 DAYS A WEEK!

BAR-B-Q-RIBS
LARGE BREADED COD

HOT TURKEY SANDWICHES
HOT BEEF SANDWICHES
BREADED PORK CHOPS

GYROS & GREEK SALADS

Saturday, September 29, 2007, the
Junior League of Saint Paul (JLSP)
will hold its annual Next-to-New
Sale at the Minnesota State Fair-
grounds (Empire Commons
Building).  This one-day event
will offer bargains on thousands
of new and gently-used items
from 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. Sale prices
will be further reduced at 1 p.m.,
and a “bag sale” will begin at 2:15
p.m. allowing shoppers to fill gro-
cery bags full of sale items of their
choice for only $5 each.

The sale provides an oppor-
tunity for shoppers to purchase
high-quality merchandise at af-
fordable garage sale prices. The se-
lection includes clothing for chil-
dren and adults, as well as toys,
sporting and household goods,
books, furniture, antiques, and
collectibles.  Ample free and con-
venient parking is available for
the event.  

Proceeds from the sale will
support the JLSP’s newest com-
munity project, Building Bonds
through Reading and Play. Re-
search demonstrates a lack of

strong bonding between an adult
and a child can increase the risk
of child abuse. Through this new
project, the JLSP will provide in-
formation demonstrating how
seemingly small actions—such as
reading a book, playing a game,
and completing a puzzle—can
help build bonds that foster long-
lasting, safe relationships between
children and their adult care-
givers. Through this new initia-
tive, the JLSP will kick off exciting
new projects including Library
Kids, a program fostering connec-
tions between adults and children
through reading, and Saint Paul
Plays!, which will offer St. Paul
families tools to bring the con-
nection-building power of play
into their homes.  

For 90 years, the JLSP has ini-
tiated projects that strengthen our
community.

The Junior League of Saint
Paul is an all-women, all-volun-
teer organization with nearly 400
members.  

Visit  to learn more about the
JLSP and the Next-to-New Sale.   

Junior League of Saint Paul holds annual Next-to-New Sale
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EVERY SATURDAY SPECIAL:
One-item Large Pizza

only $7.99

Every Friday Pasta Buffet!
includes Salad, Pasta and Dessert

11am - 2pm $5.95

651-488-1515 651-488-4040
LOCATED AT 560 W. COMO

$1.00 OFF
Any Menu Item

Not valid with any other offers
One coupon per customer / In store only / Expires 10/31/07

Liquor • Deli • Banquet Hall

See our complete menu

www.Abettos.com

No coupon
necessary.

• Large
1-item Pizza
Reg. $12.99

• Subs

• Salads

• Pasta

Expires 10/31/07 Expires 10/31/07 Expires 10/31/07

Perm Special

Perm & Haircut
$60

651-488-2579

MAKE YOUR
APPOINTMENT TODAY!

651-488-2579

q
e

New customer
special only

1129-1/2 W. LARPENTEUR
(corner of Lexington & Larpenteur)

Tues thru Thurs - 9AM-7PM
Fri & Sat - 9AM-5PM

$49
FOIL!

Roseville
hair designers

Roseville
hair designers

(Coupon good thru Oct. 15, 2007)

We specialize in wedding parties!

FREE Color Consultation

Monitor readers: Welcome to Mastel’s

$5.00 OFF
any $40 or more

purchase
with this coupon thru Oct. 31, 2007.

Not valid with any other offers or
juicer purchases.

FREE Regular 6-inch Sub
when you purchase a 6-inch sub of equal or

greater value & a 21 oz fountain drink
2121 University Ave W, St. Paul (University & Cleveland)

651-646-3096
One coupon per customer per visit.
Not good with any other offer or on
Big & Hearty and Double Stacked Subs. Expires 10/31/07

Bag up Big Savings at...

MIKE’S DISCOUNT FOODSMIKE’S DISCOUNT FOODS
1717 Rice St. / McCarron Hills Center (Rice & Larpenteur)

651-487-2883

10% OFF
Any Purchase Over $10.00

with this coupon,
Coupon expires10/31/07

Hours: M-F 10AM-8PM
Sat. 10AM-7PM PARIS NAILS SPECIALS
FREE French With Fullset - $23
FREE French with Pedicure - $25
Please bring ad in for discount, good thru 9/29/07

We will take all competitor’s coupons.

651-489-9099
1264 Rice St.
St. Paul, MN 55117

$15
haircut

includes shampoo/conditioning/style
for new clients only.

Just mention ad when you call for an appt.

Specializing in color

FREE PARKING
1619 University Ave.
St. Paul, MN 55104

651.603.8887
no expiration on offer

full service
salon 

and 
spa

Buy any 
product, 
get one 
of equal 
or lesser 

value 1/2 OFF

M
O

N
I
T
O

R
C

O
U

P
O

N
 
C

U
T
-
O

U
T
S

Next coupon deadline: October 1
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Last month I wrote about adoles-
cent brain development, sharing
information from David Walsh’s
research and writing. I promised to
offer some survival skills this
month. Again, I will draw on
Walsh’s books “Why Do They Act
That Way?” and “No.” In addition,
I will share ideas I have learned
from friends, from families I see in
my medical practice, and from
training I have received on adolescent psychiatry.

With most things, prevention is easier than cure. So
building a strong foundation with your children beginning
at birth will help you weather the teen years. People who
write about “attachment theory” tell us that it is during a ba-
by’s first two years that they learn confidence and trust.

Each time a baby’s cry is responded to, each time their
physical needs are met, each time they are comforted they
are learning that they can depend on you. Babies need to be
held, cuddled, and talked to. Infants who have all their phys-
ical needs met, but who are not held, don’t grow. This con-
dition is called “failure to thrive.” A child under 12 months
cannot be spoiled and doesn’t understand or need discipline.

Walsh describes parents as falling into 3 categories:
Permissive parents set few rules, impose few conse-

quences, attempt too much negotiation, provide erratic lead-
ership, emphasize individuality and consider all opinions
equally. Permissive parenting can result in a chaotic family
where children don’t learn how to make decisions or to ac-
cept consequences for their behavior.

Authoritarian parents set rigid rules which are strictly en-
forced. They allow no negotiation, provide autocratic leader-
ship, emphasize conformity and consider their opinions to
be the only ones that count. This style of parenting doesn’t
help children learn how to develop their own self-discipline.
Often these teens struggle when faced with the freedom of
college or adulthood: they have never learned self-control so
they don’t know how to say no to the temptations that come
with freedom.

Balanced parents set firm rules. They communicate the
rules clearly and enforce them consistently. They allow some
negotiation, provide stable leadership, and encourage an en-
vironment in which all individuals are respected. With bal-

anced parenting, teens know the rules and the consequences.
There is open communication. While the teens ideas are con-
sidered, it is still up to the parents to make the rules.

Balanced parenting is a lot more work for parents and
can cause them to feel like the bad guy sometimes (“no one
else has a curfew like mine”). But it can result in young
adults who have realistic self-esteem, who know how to
make decisions, and who understand that their actions have
consequences.

When there are 2 (or more) parents involved, the par-
ents need to establish a unified approach to the family rules
so that teens receive a consistent message. This also avoids
the opportunity to play one parent against the other.

Although teens may act as though they want little to do
with their parents, research shows that parents’ values still
have a huge impact on their teens. Staying connected with
your teen takes lots of time, but it is key to your adolescent’s
well-being. Know who their friends and teachers are. Find
out about their school work. Listen to their music with
them. Establish family traditions. Attend their school
events. Schedule family activities. Spend time with your teens
every day. Even though they are wanting so much to be inde-
pendent, it is comforting for them to know that they are part
of a family.

Last fall I wrote about the importance of family
meals. Eating together as a family several times a week results
in teens who have better nutrition and better grades in
school. Teens who regularly eat with their family are also less
likely to smoke, or use drugs or alcohol. This year, National
Eat Dinner at Home night is Sept. 24th. For more informa-
tion, go to www.CASAFamilyDay.org.

If you can involve other adults in your teen’s life they
get the benefit of a variety of role models. In addition, they

might have other adults to count
on if they cannot turn to you with
a problem.

Curfews are important, in part
because they help set limits for
teens. Walsh suggests a guideline
for curfew enforcement: each
minute late results in 4 minutes
deducted from the next week (or
month’s) curfew. My mom used to
set her alarm for 10 minutes past

my curfew time. If I was home in time to turn off her alarm,
she wouldn’t wake up. However, if I was late, the alarm
would ring.

A safety tip I would like to suggest is that you and your
teen develop a “rescue plan”. If s/he is in a situation that be-
comes unsafe for them, allow them to call you for help. They
should be able to call (no questions asked, no lectures given)
and know that you will come get them. Later on, there can
be discussion about what happened and how to avoid trou-
ble in the future. I suggest this so that even if your teen is do-
ing something against the rules (drinking, for example) they
shouldn’t hesitate to call you if they need to leave a risky situ-
ation. If they know they will not be reprimanded they might
call sooner (rather than later) if they need assistance. The real
goal is to keep them safe.

This article provides only a very few suggestions to help
you with the most important job in the whole world—being
a parent. I really do recommend reading David Walsh’s
books. They are informative and practical. He offers numer-
ous examples of setting rules, establishing reasonable conse-
quences, enforcing rules, and just generally enjoying your
adolescent.

Enjoy the fall. Have fun. Stay happy and healthy.

Dr. Kilian is a family practice physician who lives and works in the
Midway Como community. She believes that good medicine
means caring for people as well as curing diseases. We want to ad-
dress your health concerns so please let us know what topics you
would like to see in future columns. If you have suggestions or
questions, write to the Monitor c/o 1885 University Avenue West,
#110, St. Paul, MN 55104. Or e-mail denisw@aplacetoremem-
ber.com.)

Teens: Survival skills for parents

Cares and Cures
By JANE KILIAN, M.D.

St. Paul: blessed with 
abundant green space
I am thankful people are beginning to see the importance
of a green environment to the health of an urban setting.
Unfortunately, many people aren’t able to see what is al-
ready around them.  It was mentioned in last month’s
“Igniting Community Development” column, that, aside
from Mears and Rice Parks in Saint Paul, there is not
much green space in either downtown. I will let a Min-
neapolitan respond about downtown Minneapolis, but as
for downtown Saint Paul, there are many areas that are
“green.”  Tucked in and around Saint Paul’s tall buildings
are twelve parks, and one tot-lot. Harriet Island, on the
Mississippi River, is the largest of these parks and the host
to the some of the largest public events in either city.
Saint Paul is also blessed with many tree-lined plazas,
with planters and ground beds, as well as nearly five-hun-
dred hanging baskets beautifying Saint Paul’s streets.  

If one were to take a step-outside of downtown, they
would come to see that it is surrounded by green-space as
well. On the east is the Bruce Vento Nature Sanctuary, to
the north are the State Capitol grounds, to the west are
the grounds and parkway between the History Center and
the Cathedral of Saint Paul, and to the south is the Mis-

sissippi River and the west-side bluffs.  
Not only does Saint Paul have more green-space than

most people realize, Saint Paul has a program to encour-
age the creation and beautification of green spaces
throughout the city. This program is called Blooming
Saint Paul. The Blooming Saint Paul program began sev-
en years ago as a partnership between the Saint Paul Gar-
den Club and the Division of Parks and Recreation.
Through the Blooming Saint Paul program, City staff
work with community partners to make sure green con-
cepts are included and promoted in key public places and
facilities, neighborhoods and private development.
Blooming Saint Paul, although not mentioned, has been
an integral part of the beautification projects in Mr. Ben-
ziger’s article. Blooming Saint Paul has also been integral
in the creation of green opportunities throughout the city,
from planted medians to hanging baskets to architectural
treatments.

If anyone is interested in finding out more about the
Blooming Saint Paul program, they may go to the Saint
Paul Parks and Recreation website and click on “Garden-
ing.”

If communities wish to incorporate green concepts
into the infrastructure of their neighborhood, they are en-
couraged to contact the:

Parks and Recreation Design Manager at 651-266-

6424; Parks and Recreation Arts and Gardens Coordina-
tor at 651-632-2454; or Public Works Traffic Engineering
at 651-266-6200. 

Mark Granlund
Hamline-Midway

(Editor's note: Mark Granlund is St. Paul's Arts and Gardens
Coordinator for St. Paul.)

Free publicity given for 
Hamline-Midway graffiti?
The vandal responsible for the graffiti on so much property
in the neighborhood must be delighted with your photo-
graph showing his tag. Reporting the problem is important,
but free publicity for the vandal? What were you thinking?
The café owner asked what was the graffitist thinking: it is
rather like a cat spraying to mark his territory.

In addition to the telephone number you provided,
graffiti can be reported on line at
www.ci.stpaul.mn.us/depts./cso/graffiti.html.

Stephanie Digby
Hamline-Midway
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By JANE MCCLURE
Two pending projects have

been exempted from require-
ments meant to promote transit-
oriented development along the
proposed Central Corridor light
rail line. Weeks of debate at St.
Paul City Council ended August
8 with adopted of interim zoning
regulations for neighborhoods
along the Central Corridor.

The new Walgreens and Big
Top Liquors buildings at Midway
Center and expansion of a used
motor vehicle business on Pel-
ham Boulevard will be granted
exemptions. Walgreens and Big
Top were slated for St. Paul Plan-
ning Commission site plan ap-
proval September 7, after dead-
line for this edition of the Moni-
tor. The used car lot has not had
its site plan reviewed and ap-
proved yet by city staff.

The interim regulations af-
fect new building heights and set-
backs, floor area rations, and
placement of parking facilities
and drive-through lanes. Types of
auto-related businesses would al-
so be banned in station areas.
The regulations would be in ef-
fect for up to one year as city
planning staff members write
permanent zoning regulations for
an area between Marion Street
and Highway 280. The regula-
tions are meant to promote more
dense, transit-oriented develop-
ment to complement the future
light rail line. The most stringent
regulations would be in place
within one-quarter mile of light
rail station sites.

The zoning recommenda-
tions from both the interim and
proposed permanent zoning
changes are drawn from the Cen-
tral Corridor development strate-
gy, a detailed study of possible
light uses along the line rail line.
The St. Paul Planning Commis-
sion was to adopt the develop-
ment strategy September 7 and
send it to the City Council for fi-
nal approval later this fall. It will
then become part of the city’s
comprehensive plan and be used
to guide public and private in-
vestment in the area.

When the City Council
adopts any interim zoning regu-
lations and any kind of moratori-
um or ban on certain types of de-
velopment, the council also has
the power to grant exemptions
on a case-by-case basis.

At issue is how restrictive the
city should be when new devel-
opments are brought forward.
Transit-oriented development ad-
vocates want more done to stem
auto-related, lower-density pro-
posals. Developers and business
community advocates argue that
the city should not quell new
projects, especially since it will be
at least seven years before light
rail starts operating here. The reg-
ulations and a related zoning
overlay district would not affect
existing properties or additions
to existing buildings. The zoning
classification of properties would
not change unless requested by
the property owner. Businesses
would be allowed to renovate or
expand their buildings.

The August 1 public hearing
was the fourth in three weeks at

City Hall, as the City Council and
Planning Commission weigh the
future land use issues around
University Avenue. Coun-
cil members Debbie
Montgomery and Jay
Benanav brought in
the exemptions
for the two de-
ve l o p m e n t s .
Midway Cen-
ter is in
M o n t -
g o m e r y ’ s
Ward 1 and
the Beyond
Auto Sales
is in Be-
n a n a v ’ s
Ward 4.

Repre-
sentatives of
M i d w a y
Center and
Beyond Auto
Sales, 670 Pel-
ham, and Mid-
way and St. Paul
Area Chamber of
Commerce represen-
tatives argued that the
exemptions should be
granted. Paula Maccabee, a
consultant for Midway Center
owner Rein Midway, said the
Walgreens and Big Top project
has been on the drawing board
for several years and should be
allowed to go ahead. In return,
Rein Midway and Walgreens will
agree to put a second story on the
Walgreens even though no tenant
has been secured.

“This (exemption) is really
important in allowing this proj-
ect to go forward,” Maccabee
said. She also pointed out that
Rein Midway was originally told
by city planning staff that the
projects would not fall under the
interim ordinance, only to have
the City Attorney’s Office rule
otherwise.

Representatives of  University
UNITED, the District Councils
Collaborative and the District 13
Planning Council all testified
against the exemptions. Universi-
ty UNITED Board Chairperson
Randy Schubring said that the ex-
emptions are inconsistent with
the intent of the regulations.

“The whole idea of an inter-
im ordinance is to act quickly
and not let developments slip
past,” he said. The Central Corri-
dor Development Strategy and
the interim regulations have been
reviewed by district councils,
community development corpo-
rations and business groups all
along University.

“Now is the time to act and
not exempt the first development
project to come down the chute,”
Schubring said.

Rein Midway wants to tear
down the 27,000 square foot
building where Big Top Liquors
and Great Clips are located. A
video store moved out of the
building earlier this year. The
plans call for a 14,490 square
foot Walgreens with a drive-
through and 16,900 square feet
for Big Top. The new Big Top
building would also have 2,500
square feet of space in a mezza-
nine level.

The drive-through window

will
operate for
24 hours. Vehicles would enter
the drive-through lane off of
northbound Snelling to a private
east-west street called Midway
Drive. This street would connect
Snelling and Pascal. Vehicles

would travel north to the
drive-through lane,

which would be lo-
cated on the east

side of the
Wa l g r e e n s

building.
It will be

b e -
tween
Wal -

greens
and Big

Top. Ve-
hicles can

travel north
to Spruce Tree

Drive or to Uni-
versity Avenue via

shopping center traffic
lanes after exiting the drive-

through lane.
Part of the plan calls for

widening the Snelling sidewalk
near the new stores, to improve
pedestrian access, said Maccabee.

But groups opposed to the
exemption said there are other

ways the Walgreens and Big Top
buildings don’t meet the pro-
posed regulations that promote
walkable, transit-oriented devel-
opment. Several speakers said the
new buildings would still be in a
sea of asphalt parking lots, diffi-
cult for pedestrians and bicyclists
to safely reach. “We support
pedestrian-oriented development
and an exemption here would be
counter to that,” said District 13
Vice President Glenn McCluskey.

St. Paul Area Chamber of
Commerce and Midway Cham-
ber of Commerce representatives
said that approving exemptions
for the Midway Center and Pel-
ham projects would be consistent
with the spirit of compromise
used to draft the development
strategy and interim regulations.
Midway Chamber President Lori
Fritts urged the City Council to
be flexible in adopting the inter-
im regulations and to allow the
projects to go forward. She said
that in the case of Midway Cen-
ter, the planning to relocate Wal-
greens has taken shape over
many years.

Less opposition was voiced
to Beyond Auto Sales, which is
locating on a vacant industrial
property. The business would be
owned by Josh Heynan and Nick
Nelson. Heynan said the business
is on the very edge of the area
proposed for interim regulations
and is surrounded by other in-
dustrial uses. “We’re far off from
University Avenue,” he said.
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Pending projects exempted from Central
Corridor development requirements

“For Care You Can Trust”
Call: 651-646-2392

Steven R. Hagerman, D.D.S.
1605 Minnehaha Ave.

(Just west of Snelling on Minnehaha)

Finally a Painless way to Reshape and
Permanently Whiten Your Smile!

Call for a FREE consultation

THESE SMILE IMPROVEMENTS TOOK PLACE
WITHOUT REMOVING SENSITIVE TOOTH STRUCTURE!

CHIPPED - BEFORE

STAINED - BEFORE

SPACES - BEFORE

YELLOW-CROOKED - BEFORE

AFTER WITH CERINATE

AFTER WITH CERINATE

AFTER WITH CERINATE

AFTER WITH CERINATE

Accepting most Medica and Doral plans



By JANE MCCLURE
Wilder Foundation’s new

home is taking shape near the
southwest corner of Lexington
Parkway and University Avenue.
With an eye toward opening its
doors in January 2008, founda-
tion officials are enthusiastic
about serving more clients and
providing more services in what
will be one of the Twin Cities’
largest “green” buildings. It’s esti-
mated that when the century-old
social service agency opens its
doors here, the building will ac-
commodate about 300 employees
and more than 22,000 visitors per
year.

The new facilities are being
paid for through an ambitious
capital campaign, to raise $10.4
million. Wilder Foundation has
already raised $9.8 million.
Wilder is putting in $10.4 million
of its own assets and obtained the
remainder of the project funding
through a bond issue.

Wilder Foundation President
Tom Kingston points out that the
words around the base of the
four-story building and its park-
ing ramp have been drawn from
the original text of the Wilder
family wills, organization mission
state and articles of incorporation.
References to supporting families,
working together, valuing elders
and practicing compassion encir-
cle the new structures.

“Our intent is to get services
to those who most need them,”
Kingston said. Wilder offers a
wide range of services, including
early childhood development
services, children’s residential
services, immigrant programs, do-
mestic violence intervention,
community services for the elder-
ly, supportive housing and em-
ployment, mental health services,
community leadership training
for youth and neighborhood
leaders.

Foundation officials recently

hosted a tour of the $37.6 million
building and parking ramp. They
showed off the building’s energy-
efficient and state-of-the-art fea-
tures and explained how a new,
larger location will better service
Wilder’s clients.

Wilder is the largest occupant
of the Lexington Park redevelop-
ment project, joining an Aldi gro-
cery store, TCF Bank and senior
citizen apartments. The move to a

new centralized facility not only
puts Wilder near the planned
Central Corridor light rail line, it
also allows the century-old social
services agency to consolidate
programs that are now at five dif-
ferent locations. Wilder will sell
its longtime LaFond Avenue loca-
tion in Frogtown and sell or end
leases at the other locations.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 17
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Wilder Foundation joins
growing development near
University and Lexington
By JANE MCCLURE

The area around Lexington and University is changing, with the
new Wilder Foundation headquarters being just one of the many new
or renovated buildings there.

Wilder joins a new Aldi grocery store and TCF Bank that are al-
ready part of the Lexington Park development. Long-term plans call for
a mixed used development on the southeastern part of that site. Carty
Homes, the Episcopal Homes of Minnesota’s newest senior housing
building, is nearing completion in the site’s southwest corner.

Adjacent to Lexington Park, the White Castle at Lexington and
University has been extensively remodeled. The restaurant chain had
considered erecting a new building before opting to renovate the exist-
ing structure. It reopened this summer after being closed for several
weeks.

Other changes in the area include:
*At the corner of University at Dunlap, the Gordon Parks High

School is nearing completion. The school at 1212 University Av. will be
the new St. Paul Alternative Learning Center, replacing a facility that
has been housed at Uni-Dale Mall for many years. Students and faculty
are expected to move in in late October.

*The former Frank’s Nursery and Crafts on Lexington is home to
an O’Reilly Auto Parts store, one of the first in that chain to open in St.
Paul. O’Reilly opened its doors earlier this year.

*Midway SuperTarget opened its doors in late July. Target closed its
longtime Midway store several
months ago and tore it down to
build the new store. The new
store is on the site of the former
Sheraton Midway Hotel. The
new store’s parking lot is on part
of the old Target store’s foot-
prints.

The long-term plan is to re-
develop the lots closest to Uni-
versity Avenue, but no timelines
for redevelopment or future ten-
ants have been announced.

*LA Fitness may be eyeing
a move into the former Midway
Marketplace Mervyn’s California
department store, which closed
a few years ago. Officials from the fitness center chain recently contact-
ed St. Paul city officials to discuss the possibility of a move into the site
but have not announced any plans to locate a fitness center here.

Wilder Foundation’s new home taking
shape at Lexington and University

Wilder Foundation’s new home is taking shape near the southwest corner of
Lexington Parkway and University Avenue. It’s estimated that when the
century-old social service agency opens its doors here, the building will ac-
commodate about 300 employees and more than 22,000 visitors per year.

Midway SuperTarget opened its
doors in late July. (Photo by Terry
Faust)

Huge Garage Sale
September 21 and 22 
(Friday and Saturday)

Epiphany Episcopal Church
1636 Van Buren Avenue (at Fry)

in the Midway near the intersection of
Snelling and Minnehaha

10 a.m. to 4 p.m.

Child and adult clothing, books, 
housewares, linens, and more.



By JANE MCCLURE
Could Orchard Recreation

Center return to its historical
roots and give up the ghost? The
33-year-old building would be
torn down and two other area
recreation centers handed over to
outside agencies if Mayor Chris
Coleman’s proposed 2008 city
budget is adopted. Five to seven
other centers in other neighbor-
hoods could also be handed over
to private operators.

Young people who use Or-
chard’s facilities and take advan-
tage of programs such as open
gym and free summer lunches are
concerned about losing their
recreation center. But city officials
and members of the District 6
(North End-South Como) Plan-
ning Council say they are hearing
very little from South Como area
residents.

Orchard Recreation Center
has a unique history. The site was
originally a cemetery, established
in 1858. Various histories refer to
it as the Orchard Hill Cemetery,
Orchard Street Cemetery or Ger-
man Lutheran Cemetery. German
and Scandinavian Lutherans were
buried there until the early
1860s. The cemetery quickly be-
came too small and more land
could not be acquired, so burials
were relocated to a new cemetery
— known today as Elmhurst
Cemetery.

Elmhurst’s own history notes
that Germans were reburied at
Elmhurst, with many of the Scan-
dinavians reburied at Union
Cemetery. By the early 20th cen-
tury most of Orchard’s graves
had been moved.

Orchard became city proper-
ty more than 50 years ago. Some
human remains were found
when city crews first worked on
the site, according to old Pioneer
Press and Dispatch articles. More

remains were found when the
recreation center was built. Many
kids who play on the site today
refer to one of the trees near a
ball diamond as being haunted,
although few people today know
the cemetery’s story – or even
that a cemetery was ever there.

Now its recreation center
may fade away. “We’re not hear-
ing a lot about Orchard,” said
Ward Five Council Member Lee
Helgen. He believes many people
are waiting to see what decisions
are made in the weeks ahead
about the city budget. Others
may be conceding that the build-
ing needs major repairs and
should come down.

Orchard is a small recreation
center and playground, known
over the years for good hockey
teams. But its longtime booster
club faded over the past decade,
after the city stopped installing a
hockey and skating rink there.
Orchard kids have long played
football with the North Area pro-
gram. Most t-ball, baseball, soft-
ball and basketball players have
gravitated to North Dale, Griggs
and other area centers.

The recreation center’s out-
door play equipment, which was
installed about six years ago,
would remain in place if the
building is razed. City officials
are exploring the idea of recon-
figuring the two Orchard base-
ball fields into soccer space and
possibly having community soc-
cer groups take the lead in help-
ing to manage the space.

One criticism of Orchard is
its building design. It is entered
from its second level, with a gym
entrance, offices and other space
below. There is no line of sight
from the office to the play area.
Helgen said the building’s “odd
configuration” has always been
an issue.

Still, Coleman notes that it
may be hard to lose even a sub-
standard building. “In Parks and
Recreation, we will make signifi-
cant and quite frankly, painful
cuts,’ Coleman said in his August
14 budget address. He said the
changes will allow the city to pro-
vide better services where they are
needed most. In his budget ad-
dress the Mayor described the
move as putting resources into
staff, including mobile staff
teams to provide recreation serv-
ices anywhere, and not buildings.

The changes are expected to
save about $1 million in building
maintenance, management and
building staffing costs. Coleman
hopes to put at least 40 percent
of the savings into outreach in
neighborhoods around the affect-
ed centers, through programs
such as the Second Shift after-
school program, more sports or
other activities.

But the changes will not be
easy for neighborhood residents
who rely on their recreation cen-
ters for youth and adult sports,
senior citizens’ events and a vari-
ety of children’s activities. Nor
will it be easy for some groups to
come up with the money to keep
centers operating. For example, it
would cost $157,000 annually
for another party to operate Dun-
ning Recreation Center. The city
has not budgeted any contin-
gency funds to keep recreation
centers operating if new partners
cannot be found to take over.

“That’s just pretty much out
of reach for a neighborhood asso-
ciation,” said Lexington-Hamline
Community Council (LHCC)
President Chris Wood.

The City Council began re-
viewing the Parks and Recreation
budget September 5. Council
President Kathy Lantry and other
council members are concerned

about the way centers were cho-
sen. There are also questions
about why the city would fund
other programs, such as holiday
lights in downtown St. Paul, in-
stead of recreation centers.

“I think there needs to be a
much broader community discus-
sion than there has been,” said
Ward Four Council Member Jay
Benanav. He and other council
members have heard from con-
stituents who were caught off-
guard by the proposed recreation
center changes.

The Friends of the Parks and
Trails of St. Paul and Ramsey
County is also raising red flags
about the changes. Several years
ago, after the Boys and Girls Club
leased some parks facilities and
cut off public use, the Friends
pushed through a city ordinance
that requires public review of all
parks facilities leases.

“These facilities cannot be
turned over to groups that restrict
public use,” said Friends Execu-
tive Director Peggy Lynch.

Parks and Recreation Director
Bob Bierscheid said the city
would not violate its leasing poli-
cies or a City Charter provision
that calls for no net loss of park
land. Facilities would not be sold.
The facilities would be leased out
following the procedures outlined
in the ordinance, he said. The
groups taking over facilities
would have to continue to allow
public use.

This is the second time in
four years that recreation centers
have been slated for closing. In
2003 a state funding shortfall
forced a city budget crisis. Then-
Mayor Randy Kelly proposed clos-
ing all nine of the city’s part-time
recreation centers: Desnoyer,
Dunning, St. Clair, Eastview,
Front, Frost Lake, Griggs, High-
wood Hills and South St. Antho-

ny Park. Kelly also suggested turn-
ing over the buildings to an array
of non-profit groups, ranging
from sports organizations to
dance troupes. That proposal
sparked outrage throughout St.
Paul and centers were spared.

Under Coleman’s budget:
*Dunning and Desnoyer

Park, both of which operate on a
part-time basis, would be turned
over to unspecified community
groups.

Desnoyer already is closed
during the winter months and has
minimal programming during the
spring, summer and fall. Desnoy-
er Park Improvement Association
(DPIA) already takes an active
role in recreation center pro-
grams. But the neighborhood as-
sociation has not met since Cole-
man’s budget was announced.

*St. Clair Recreation Center
would be turned over to the West
Seventh Community Center,
which already manages its build-
ing. Similar, Eastview Recreation
Center in Dayton’s Bluff neigh-
borhood would be turned over to
Merrick Community Services.

*Homecroft, Frost Lake and
Highwood Hills would be turned
over to the St. Paul Public
Schools. All three share buildings
with elementary schools. But the
St. Paul School Board has yet to
act on that proposal, let alone de-
termine whether the schools can
afford to take over the space.

If the no additional funds are
forthcoming from a special ses-
sion of the Minnesota Legislature,
Bierscheid said two more recre-
ation centers – Prosperity and
Wilder – could also be on the
chopping block. Prosperity shares
a building with a school. Wilder
would be turned over to an out-
side group.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 16
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Dunning, Desnoyer may be turned over to community groups…

Mayor Coleman proposes closure of Orchard Rec Center



We’ve only recently awoken from
our powdered sugar and trans-
fat-induced coma, but fear not,
even in our weakened and bloat-
ed state, we’ve lovingly woven to-
gether a recap of the best, the
strangest, and the downright
inedible food that the Great Min-
nesota Get-Together has to offer.
As we do most things half-baked,
we’ve surely missed a Midway’s
worth of the more delectable fried
lumps of [insert exotic animal of
your choice here] on a stick. Please
enlighten us with your favorite
State Fair artery cloggers. Just add
them to our blog—you can get
there from www.MonitorSaint-
Paul.com.

The Bachelor

Going to the State Fair is sort
of like going on a long road trip.
Oh, it’s all fun and exciting and
nostalgic in the planning stages.
But about 10 minutes in, it
dawns on you that you’ve made a
huge mistake, and you find your-
self clicking your heels and wish-
ing like mad you could be magi-
cally transported to someplace
more calming and serene, like
say, oh, I dunno, a dentist’s char.
This occurred to me shortly into
the 49-mile walk from my park-
ing spot somewhere near Lake El-
mo to the entrance of the Fair.

I entered the Fair hot,
sweaty, tired, frustrated, and gen-
erally seething. Oh, but it gets
better. About 15 feet past the
front entrance it hit me:  the
dreaded “State Fair wall.” Or
rather, I hit it. A wall of flesh,
consisting of half a dozen ex-
tremely well-fed, big-boned,
yardstick-carrying yokels taking
up every maneuverable inch of
street and walking at a pace that

makes the glaciers seem speedy.
Arggghhhhhh!!!!!!!!
So I had two choices: Start

swinging my elbows maniacally
into every love handle that dared
jiggle my way and eventually find
myself locked up in one of the
stalls of the swine barn, or

smother my rage with salt, oil,
and fat. 

What better place to start
than with French fries. And the
State Fair fries are durn tasty.
Crispy, hotter than the surface of
the sun, with a good coating of
oil, but not soggy. Bravo. But

even for a man whose personal
food pyramid is based on fried-
potato products, those 10-gallon
tubs of fries seem a wee bit ab-
surd. 

I could think of no better
way to cleanse my palate than
with some nice refreshing chunks
of nature’s candy:  fruit—deep
fried, coated in powdered sugar
and impaled on a stick, of
course! I fully expected to retch,
but this sweet and oily kabob
was strangely not bad. I burned
the roof of my mouth 19 times,
but I ate the entire thing.

I crammed various other
“treats” into my mini donut
hole:  errr, mini donuts, root
beer, honey lemonade (don’t lis-
ten to the Food Snob, it’s not
that great). But nothing could
top the deep-fried Twinkie. I
know, I know, this is soooo 2005,
but I felt compelled. Once again,
I was shocked to find myself en-
joying this abomination. Appar-
ently you could deep-fry a carbu-
retor and I would find it delec-
table. 

Well, there you have it, I’ve
knocked about 14 years off my
life after my day at the Fair, but I
did it all for you, dear readers…..

The Cheapskate

There are a few simple rules.
Never go to the State Fair without

a compatible eating companion.
Split everything except drinks be-
cause, let’s face it, everything at
the fair tastes good for exactly
three bites. Maintain a ratio of 1
deep-fried to 3 non-fried entrees.
And finally, when you start to
understand that you would actu-
ally save money by buying a
$7,000 massaging recliner in the
Grandstand, proceed to the near-
est exit and do not let them
stamp your arm for re-entry.

No, really, I love the fair.
Here’s the Cheapskate’s guide.

Wake up with a Moon Beam:
In unknown coffee environ-
ments, always put the odds on a
place that is equipped to make
espresso. I’ve had decent luck
with Moon Beam Coffee, a kiosk
in the shadow of Ye Old Mill.
You can get a simple, decent cup
of iced coffee for $1.75 plus the
$11 entry fee, bringing your first
coffee of the day to a tidy $12.75.

Breakfast with the Bulldogs:
The St. Bernard’s Bulldog Diner
is a haven of orderliness, cleanli-
ness, and un-deep-fried-ness. You
and your Designated Eater can
split the Spike’s Breakfast Special,
add two very generous, very hot
coffees, and pay about $5 apiece.
Plus, the good ladies of St.
Bernard’s sell handcrafts in the
dining hall, and who can resist a
doily? 

The rights of lefse: Eventual-
ly you have to grit your teeth and
dive into the claustrophobic
mayhem of the Food Building. I
paid $2 for a lefse roll that was a
slight disappointment this year.
Three bites in, all I had found
was dry lefse. People! Lefse must
be buttered and sugared all the
way to the very edges. And as any 

CONTINUED ON PAGE 14
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your Lutheran church on the
c
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r

Sundays:
9:00 and 10:30 Worship
9:00 Education Hour
Pastor Bob Benke

a community of joy

Jehovah LUTHERAN at Thomas and Snelling

www.jehovahlutheran.org 651-644-1421

Help
children
learn to
read.
Wanted: caring
adults (50+ yrs) to
tutor K-3 students in
St. Paul 4-15 hrs/wk
Sept-June. Training
provided. Small
stipend available for
those who qualify.

Call now for fall
placement:
612-617-7807.

Executive Rental Returns
Dresser and Mirror from .......................................$99
Sofa & Loveseat Sets from ...................................$299
Coffee & End Table Sets from.................................$79
Sofa Tables from ....................................................$49
Table & Chair Sets from ......................................$149
Desk & Chair from.................................................$49
Lamps from ..............................................................$5 ea

VCR 30 day warranty from .....................................$19 ea

Pictures from ............................................................$9 ea

ALLIE
CHIROPRACTIC

Primary Care and Rehabilitation
• Chiropractic • Acupuncture

• Physical Therapy • Therapeutic Massage
David Allie, DC. Steven Hagstrom, DC., ACCU.

Scott Wagner, LPT. Laurie Reis, MT

651-487-5334
1654 Rice St • Rice & Larp. • Mon.-Fri. 8am to 6 pm

Most Insurance Accepted
Sister Rosalind Gefre Massage & Wellness Center

Provides massage services at our clinic.

10% OFF A 1 HOUR MASSAGE
With this coupon

ALLIE CHIROPRACTIC CLINIC
Expires 10/31/07

Classifieds:
$1 per word

Minnesota Fair faves

Without Reservations

Please enlighten us with your favorite State Fair artery cloggers. Just add
them to our blog—you can get there from www.MonitorSaintPaul.com.
(Photo courtesy of the Minnesota State Fair)



By JANE MCCLURE
Impacts of the collapse of the

Interstate 35W Bridge continue to
be felt throughout area neighbor-
hoods. Not only is the West Mid-
way area seeing more motor vehi-
cle traffic due to detours, the for-
mer Metro Transit bus garage site
at Snelling and St. Anthony av-
enues may be temporarily pressed
into service as a park and ride lot
until the new bridge is built.

The notion of a park and ride
lot in the city is potentially con-
troversial. St. Paul has a long-
standing policy against creating
park and ride lots in the city, cit-
ing the value of land and the im-
pact on neighborhoods. But May-
or Chris Coleman has also stated
publicly that the city will do what
it can to help Minneapolis and
the state in dealing with the after-
math of the bridge collapse.

“Temporary is the key word,”
said Metro Transit spokesperson
Bob Gibbons. Although the lot
would hold as many as 1,000 ve-
hicles, Metro Transit would use
the eastern part of its property to
park about 500 vehicles. The tem-
porary lot would be paved,
striped, landscaped and lit, with
signage posted. It would be
closed after the new bridge is
built and opened for traffic. Ac-
cess would be on St. Anthony and
Snelling Avenues.

Metro Transit owns the west-
ern half of the area between Mid-
way Center, Pascal, St. Anthony
and Snelling Avenues. The side of
the property that abuts Pascal re-
cently had a site plan approved
for a home improvement store.
That property is part of Midway
Center.

A bus barn that stood on the
Metro Transit property for many
years was torn down a few years
ago. Since then the property has
been vacant, used for bus storage
and for Minnesota State Fair park
and ride use. Discussions of sell-
ing the property to Midway Cen-
ter owner Rein Midway have
stalled, in part because Metro
Transit needs to find another bus
barn site in the St. Paul area. Vari-
ous retailers, including Best Buy,
have been suggested for the prop-
erty

The August 1 bridge collapse
has resulted in traffic jam-ups on
Interstate 94 as it approaches
Highway 280. Traffic lanes were
added in mid-August between
280 and downtown Minneapolis,
but that hasn’t totally alleviated
the traffic situation.

It also resulted in Metro
Transit buses losing their ability
to use the freeway shoulders to
get around traffic.

Traffic congestion was ex-
pected to get worse after Labor
Day weekend and the start of
classes at area schools.

Tom Beach oversees the site
plan review process for the City
of St. Paul. “Because a park and
ride lot isn’t consistent with the
comprehensive plan we’d only

want to approve it as a tempo-
rary use, for as long as the bridge
is out,” he said.

The city’s long-term intent is
to see the property redeveloped.
What has to be determined is
whether approval of the lot can
be on a temporary basis. That
may require scrutiny from the
City Attorney’s Office.

If parking is put close to
Snelling Avenue, it would violate
adopted interim zoning regula-
tions meant to promote transit-
oriented development along
University Avenue.

Adding the park and ride lot
would allow Metro Transit to
add more bus service on its ex-
press routes that travel I-94. “Our
intent in adding a park and ride
lot in St. Paul is to get cars off of
the freeway,” Gibbons said.

A city staff site plan review
of the lot plans was held Septem-
ber 5. It’s not clear yet if there
will be a site plan review public
hearing before the St. Paul Plan-
ning Commission. The District
13 Planning Council does have
concerns about the project. But
the district councils and its land
use committee didn’t have time
to meet to discuss the proposal
prior to Labor Day weekend.

Days after the bridge col-
lapse city officials met with Met-
ropolitan Council and Minneso-
ta Department of Transportation
(MnDOT) officials to discuss
what St. Paul could do in the
wake of the tragedy, and the idea
of opening the parkway to trucks.
The city has been affected by
changes to Highway 280 as it has
had its stoplights shut off and ac-
cess limited to accommodate de-
tour traffic. In August, the week-
end closure of Highway 280 for
modifications meant more traffic
on area north-south streets, espe-
cially Snelling Avenue.

The bridge collapse is also
having direct and indirect effects
on Central Corridor, according to
St. Paul Public Works and Ram-
sey County Public Works and Re-
gional Rail officials. The increas-
es in traffic in the West Midway
are skewing traffic counts for dif-
ferent projects underway, includ-
ing any more traffic counts needs
for traffic capacity studies at
Snelling and University Avenues. 

St. Paul and Ramsey County
officials are also monitoring the
debate as to whether a new I-
35W Bridge should be built with
either capacity to reroute the
Central Corridor LRT to that
bridge. Also on the table is
whether the bridge should be
built to have additional future
bus or rail capacity for other
routes.

The rail issue takes on re-
newed urgency because of recent
reports that the Washington Av-
enue Bridge would have to be ex-
tensively rebuilt to accommodate
the weight of light rail. The Met-
ropolitan Council is preparing to
release more information on the

bridge’s condition in September.
Discussion of the Washing-

ton Avenue Bridge’s condition
came just days before the I-35W
bridge collapse. The need to re-
place the I-35W Bridge then
raised the issue of whether Cen-
tral Corridor could be rerouted
to the new bridge. Not only
would that save the costs of
strengthening the Washington
Avenue Bridge but also would
eliminate the costs of a tunnel
through the University of Min-
nesota east Bank campus.

Initially Minnesota Depart-
ment of Transportation (Mn-
DOT) Commissioner Carol Mol-
nau and Metropolitan Council
Chairperson Peter Bell said that
when a new I-35W bridge is
built, the ten-lane span would
not be able to accommodate ad-
ditional space for transit. State
and federal officials want the
new I-35W Bridge built by late
2008. That fast timeline, as well
as possible constraints on federal
funding, were cited as reasons
against having transit on the
bridge. But that drew protests
from Minneapolis city and state
officials, as well as the Ramsey
County Regional Rail Authority.
County Commissioner Rafael
Ortega, who chairs the rail au-
thority board, sent a letter to
Molnau and Bell asking that
transit be considered as the new
I-35W Bridge is planned.

“We share your desire to re-
place this regional asset quickly
and safely,” Ortega said. He
urged officials to give more
through to transit options, saying
it is a mistake to not do so.

At a meeting August 15 of
the Metropolitan Council’s
Transportation Advisory Board,
MnDOT area manager Tom
O’Keefe and bridge project man-
ager John Chiglo said MnDOT is
looking into the costs and space
considerations of adding transit
to the project. The August 15 dis-
cussion didn’t focus on any par-
ticular rail route. Still, that was
encouraging to those interested
in seeing if transit can be part of
a new bridge.

Al Lovejoy, transportation
planner for the City of St. Paul,
outlined the pros and cons of
rerouting rail with the St. Paul
Planning Commission August
10. One question is whether a
change in the light rail route
would require reopening the de-
tailed environmental studies of
the Central Corridor project,
adding to its timeline. Adding
rail could also delay the I-35W
Bridge reconstruction project.

“There’s all kinds of trade-
offs that would have to be con-
sidered,” Lovejoy said. One issue
for the University of Minnesota
is whether moving the rail line to
I-35W would provide less cam-
pus access to transit. “You’d need
a lot more information on costs
of the different options as well as
on ridership.”
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Manager Trainee
Great benefits and earning potential. Ca-
reer opportunities available upon com-
pletion of training program. Bachelor’s
degree in a business field required. Must
be open to relocation. Additional $2.50
per hour for weekend hours.

Morning Stock Crew
5 AM - 9 AM Weekdays. NO NIGHTS or
WEEKENDS!

Part Time
Positions Available
Must have excellent people skills and be
detail oriented. Retail experience pre-
ferred but not required. Flexible schedule
and benefits available. Add’l $2.50 per
hour for weekend hours.

Apply in person at:

2005 University Avenue West
St. Paul, MN 55104

FREE DELIVERY
Complete Menu Delivered

1641 Rice Street.
651-488-0549

$1.00 OFF
Any Medium or Small
2 or More Item Pizza

HEARTHSIDE
Within our delivery area only. Not

valid with other coupons or specials

$2.00 OFF
Any Large 14”
or Family 16”

2 or More Item Pizza
HEARTHSIDE

Within our delivery area only. Not
valid with other coupons or specials

BUY ONE BREAKFAST
GET ONE

1/2 OFF
Must be equal or

lesser value
HEARTHSIDE

Within our delivery area only. Not
valid with other coupons or specials

yqre

Bridge collapse impacts felt on Central Corridor planning…

West Midway area seeing
more vehicle traffic 
following bridge collapse



By JAN WILLMS
Tami Murphy says that we

humans are great apes.
She would know. Murphy

has been at Como Zoo for 11
months as one of four primate
zookeepers.

In that short time, Murphy
has been quite impressed with
Como and its work with pri-
mates. “This is the third zoo I
have worked at, and I have not
seen anything like the primate
enrichment program here at any
other zoo,” she said. “The volun-
teers are so great.”

Murphy is referring to a
Thursday morning enrichment
program that is celebrating its
fifth anniversary.

So how is it that Murphy
says that humans are great apes?

Murphy said she sees a lot
of similarities between the be-
havior of humans and primates.

“We are very closely related
to animals, and their behavior
appears human in so many ways.
Some people don’t like to hear
that,” she added with a smile.

But at Como Zoo, the pri-
mate zookeepers and the com-
munity volunteers see the simi-
larities up close and personal.

Megan Elder, primate
zookeeper and lead orangutan
husbandry trainer, said the en-
richment program is a collabora-
tion between the primate keeper

staff and the education depart-
ment at the zoo. She credits Lor-
rie Cashman, education special-
ist at Como, with being the glue
that makes the whole program
work.

Cashman serves as a liaison
between the primate keepers and
volunteers who staff the Thurs-
day enrichment series.

Elder said part of the reason
for creating the program was to
get volunteer staff involved.

“Part of our job, as required
by the USDA, is to provide en-
richment to primates every day,”
Elder said. “We provide shelter,
food and mates to animals in
captivity. This leaves primates
with lots of free time, and we

need to offer enrichment.”
The Thursday sessions,

which are open to the public,
gives the keepers a day off from
enrichment provision.

“The volunteers go through
a special screening process and
make a two-year good faith com-
mitment,” Elder said. She said
volunteers are paired up and
work with one species of animal
for three months at a time.

Elder said volunteers re-
search the needs of the primates
and fill out a prepared form for
the keepers. The keepers ensure
everything in the program is safe
for the animals.

“The observations the vol-
unteers do on Thursdays are so
valuable to us,” Murphy added.
“We don’t get that much chance
to sit and watch the animals.”

Elder said the arboreal, or
tree dwelling, primates are given
tasks that make them have to
climb and work to get their
meal.

“We use PVC shapes, drill
holes in them and have the pri-
mates manipulate them for
food,” she said. “We use card-
board tubes and plastic contain-
ers from home. We have recycled
old water hoses from the fire de-
partment, big water jugs from
water companies and old sports
equipment from recreation cen-
ters for the animals to use.”

Elder said auditory enrich-
ment is also offered.

“We have a harpist, a profes-
sional musician, who comes and
has early morning concerts just
for the primates,” she said. Elder
said the harpist uses her music
as a source of therapy for hu-
mans, and she has gotten a
unique reaction from the ani-
mals who hear her performance.

“We also use decoys as a vi-
sual enrichment,” Elder noted.

“We try to make each day a
little bit different from the next,”
she added.

Elder said the zookeepers
and volunteers have noticed dif-
ferent vocalization between a
mother primate and her infants.
She said adult primates also act
differently around the infants of
the species.

She cited Willie, an eight-
year-old orangutan, who is push-

ing to become more of an adult,
but sometimes runs to hide be-
hind his mother.

“Willie is at a very interest-
ing age,” agreed Murphy. She
said he was antagonizing the
dominant male orangutan a few
days ago, seeing just how far he
could go. Murphy said Willie is
pushing to grow up, and his
mom is reluctant to let him go.

Murphy said it is interesting
to see how primates react to the
public. 

“They can tell the difference
between males and females,” she
said. “Monkeys and apes also
observe hair color, and have dif-
ferent reactions to different hair
shades.”

She said the primates have
easily readable facial gestures. 

“If they are in pain, they let
you know,” she said. 

Murphy said the primate
zookeepers do a lot of training. 

“The apes do understand us.
We use hand signals and verbal
cues,” she said.

Elder said training itself is a
form of enrichment for the ani-
mals. 

“We use training to have the
animals voluntarily participate
in their veterinary care,” she
said. She said the animals are
trained to cooperate, rather than
having to be immobilized for
checking temperatures or having
an ultrasound.

Elder said the Thursday
morning enrichment programs
are at 10 a.m. in the primate
building, free and open to the
public. Saturdays at 10 a.m.,
there is enrichment training for
carnivores.

“We have accumulated quite
a following,” Elder said. “School
groups come often.”

As Murphy sat outside the
primate building in the Septem-
ber sun, a low roar could be
heard.

“Those are the orangutans,”
she said. “They have a deep
throat sound; you can hear them
through the concrete wall.”

She said her work at the zoo
has resulted in a deep attach-
ment to the animals.

“They all have such different
personalities,” she said. “It’s
hard not to be attached.”
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The City of St. Paul Division of Parks and Recreation Fall Program
brochures are now available. You can pick up a copy at your nearest
library, recreation center, or download the brochure at our website
at http://www.stpaul.gov/depts/parks/.

Como Zoo’s program works with primates…

Zookeeper says that humans make great apes

Tami Murphy (L) and Megan Elder demonstrate how a PVC pipe is loaded
with yogurt and then put on the cylindrical gorilla puzzle to Togo to figure
out as part of the Primate Enhancement Program. (Photo by Terry Faust)

Megan Elder makes Como Zoo's gorilla Togo happy with some yogurt nour-
ishment. Elder is the primate zookeeper and lead orangutan husbandry
trainer. (Photo by Terry Faust)
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Introducing a charming new re-creation
in one of St. Paul's finest locations:

Model Open Saturdays 1-3 p.m.

The Como Park Condominiums
features unique 1, 2, and 3
bedroom units located directly
across from the park.

This regal building, which
played a part of Minnesota's

history, is undergoing complete renovation, inside and
out, to create an old world charm with unmatched quality
and design.

Close by Oct. 31st and receive:
• Flat screen TV • 12 mo. association fees

• $250 cash for moving expenses

For more information contact:

651-690-8515

3 Units Remaining!

When a well meaning friend tells
you that you need to just deal
with a difficult event in your life,
too often what they really mean
is, “don’t talk to me about it.”

Whether we are facing job
loss, divorce, death of a loved
one, or the collapse of a highly
travelled bridge in our home-
town, many of us have been con-
ditioned to find quick answers to
deal with our sadness.

“You’ll find another job.”
“It was a bad relationship.”
“Death is a part of life.”
“Be thankful—it could have

been worse.”
On the face of it, all of these

statements are true. So why don’t
those words necessarily make us
feel better? The answer is, be-
cause we must first allow our-
selves time to grieve before we
can truly move forward.

When the 35W Bridge col-
lapsed, all of us were stopped
dead in our tracks. We were in
shock. We were scared that
maybe someone we knew was on
it at the time it went down. We
felt a pit in our stomach and
anger started to boil within us as
we tried to comprehend how
something this tragic could hap-
pen.

As the days and weeks have
passed, we have listened to news

reports about the victims, possi-
bly visited the site of the acci-
dent, and in general, tried to
move on. But there still is that a
lingering ache and a need for an-
swers. In other words, we are
grieving.

As a society, we don’t deal
well with grief. As a matter of
fact, grief is one of the most off
limits topics of conversation in
the United States. For genera-
tions, we have passed along
clichés like, “don’t feel bad,” “it’s
God’s will,” and “you need to be
strong,” rather than giving our-
selves permission to take time to
feel bad. 

While I am not advocating
that we all sit in a circle holding
hands singing, “Kum Bi Yah,” I
am saying that we need to take
the opportunity in the wake of
this tragedy to stop and think
how we deal with grief in our
lives. What messages are we pass-
ing on to our children about
healthy grieving? What toll does
unresolved grief take on our per-
sonal lives, our families, and our
jobs. 

Before any of this can hap-
pen, we must first be able to rec-
ognize what grief is and what are
its causes. 

Grief is triggered by the
change or end of any familiar

pattern of behavior. It is our
emotional reaction to loss in our
lives. It is the capsule that holds
the feelings of anger, sadness, re-
lief, and gratitude.

Grief is not a sign of weak-
ness or something that goes
away because we say the words,
“I’m OK.” As human beings, we
all experience feelings and emo-
tions that make us who we are—
people who care about one an-
other.

So in the coming months,
when you hear someone say,
“deal with it,” take their advice.
Deal with it by allowing yourself
the time to grieve. Whether it be
talking with someone about
your feelings, writing your
thoughts down, or taking part in
a healing ritual, acknowledge
that grief is “normal and natu-
ral,” and not something to be
ashamed of or explained away
with trite phrases.

(Tim Nelson is the co-owner of
deRuyter Nelson/A Place To Re-
member, a St. Paul communications
consulting and publishing company.
He is a Certified Grief Recovery
Specialist, author, speaker and
leader of Grief Recovery workshops.
See www.deruyternelson.com, or
email him at tnelson@deruyternel-
son.com.)

Bad things happen – deal with It

Good Grief
By TIM NELSON

Being a “Tourist in Your Own City”

Igniting Community Development
By SETH BENZIGER

“Tourist in Your Own City” © is a
yearly tradition created by my
girlfriend and me. The idea’s
genesis was a response to our
fertile minds looking for some-
thing to do during a week of va-
cation. Our plan was simple. We
invited friends to come and ex-
plore each City for a day. We de-
veloped an itinerary of places we
had not visited – places perhaps
where tourists venture, but as lo-
cals we generally do not. In ad-
dition, we also made sure to
dine at a restaurant that was em-
blematic of the City. It was a
great excuse to see new parts of
the Cities, go out for lunch, and
accidentally stumble upon some
hidden gems.

The hidden gem that really
stands out in my mind is the
Jackson Street Roundhouse. The
Jackson Street Roundhouse (on
Pennsylvania Avenue, a few
blocks east of Rice Street) was
built in the early 1900s to serv-
ice passenger locomotives.
Nowadays, it houses many dif-
ferent type of train cars and en-
gines and you can climb through
and explore. In addition, they
have many different exhibits
about trains and their impor-
tance to St. Paul. We didn’t know
what to expect when we walked
through the doors, but we were

happily surprised and thorough-
ly entertained.

While the Jackson Street
Roundhouse is just south of the
Monitor’s distribution area,
there are some other neighbor-
hood gems in that area that real-
ly stand out in my mind.

· Newell Park: This is the
epitome of a hidden gem.
Tucked away in the northwest
corner of the Hamline Midway
neighborhood, you would only
know about it if you lived in the
neighborhood or drove down
Pierce Butler. This park is the
perfect picnic destination. The
park is densely populated with
magnificent old oak trees pro-
viding ample shade on those hot
summer days. It is relatively spa-
cious providing space to relax,
throw a Frisbee, or let your kids
run wild. 

· Rice Street Parade: It
seems hard to classify this event
as a hidden gem since this year’s
parade was the 97th annual! It
is the showcase event for the an-
nual Rice Street Festival. Being a
Sparc employee has its many,
many perks, but the best one is
getting to participate in the pa-
rade and handing out candy
with the Sparc float. Admittedly
most people do not see the pa-
rade from this vantage point, but

it is always a blast to see so
many people, young and old,
having a great time and celebrat-
ing the neighborhood. 

· Ax-Man Surplus Store:
Need some items for an art proj-
ect? Looking for lots and lots of
duct tape to make sure your
bumper does not fall off of your
car? The look is over as Ax-Man
will have what you need – and
some stuff you did not know
you needed. This store is more
“gem” than “hidden,” due to its
reputation and prominence on
the corner of University Avenue
and Fry Street. It is hard to real-
ly describe, but the store is chock
full of eclectic items from
beakers, to carabiners, to doll
heads, to various electrical com-
ponents. I poke my head in
from time to time to check out
the current inventory as it is con-
stantly changing. It is the perfect
place to let your imagination run
wild. 

The purpose of “Tourist in
Your Own City” © is exploration.
To explore the places we see and
drive by all the time, but have
never visited. As our tour partici-
pants discovered, one does not
need to travel far to have new
and exciting experiences – some-
times they can be had in one’s
own neighborhood.



German Dinner for
Second Harvest Heartland
September 22
Bethel Lutheran Church will host
a German Dinner September 22 at
5:30 p.m. Ticket sales for this
fundraiser will benefit Second
Harvest Heartland, Minnesota’s
largest hunger-relief organization.

This year, Second Harvest
Heartland will deliver more than
30 million pounds of food to 950
non-profit member agencies and
programs, including food shelves,
soup kitchens, homeless shelters,
senior community centers and
children’s after school programs.
For more information about Sec-
ond Harvest Heartland, their pro-
grams and volunteer opportunities
please visit www.2harvest.org

Dinner tickets are $10 per
adult and $5 per child or $25 per
family. Funds raised at this event
will be supplemented by Thrivent
Financial for Lutherans.

Bethel Lutheran Church is
located at 670 W Wheelock
Parkway, one block west of Dale
Street. For ticket information or
questions about Bethel Lutheran
Church, its programs and min-
istries, call 651-488-6681 M-F 10
a.m. - 4 p.m. or visit www.bethelst-
paul.com

St. Paul Schools, ECFE
offer new program
Conveniently located for
Midway/Como area families, we
have a new offering for the parent
who wants to attend a non-sepa-
rating toddler class this fall with
gradual separation beginning sec-
ond semester. This year-long tod-
dler class is offered on Tuesdays
from 3-5 p.m., beginning Sept. 11.
To register or for more informa-
tion, please contact Cindi Snow at
Rondo ECFE 651-325-2793.

Zion Lutheran holds Rally
Day September 16
Rally Day Celebration at the Zion
Lutheran Church, 1697 Lafond
Ave., will be Sunday, September
16, starting at 9 a.m. There will be
food and games together with
Sunday School registration and
orientation for children and fami-
lies. Worship Services will follow at
10 a.m. Call the church office for
more information: 651-645-0851.

Ministries at Zion
Lutheran Church
The following are offered at the
Zion Lutheran Church, 1697
Lafond Ave.: New Thursday
Family Night for 10 weeks starting
September 20th and ending
November 29th. Light dinner at
5:30 p.m. and program ending at 8

p.m. Children’s program will be
on “Parables.” Adult program is
“Unlocking the Bible” DVD pres-
entation and discussion. If you are
new to the Bible you will enjoy
this. Continuing will be: Quilting
Group 10 a.m. Tuesdays; Prayer
Group 11 a.m. Wednesdays and 6
p.m. first Saturday every month;
Bible Study 10 a.m. Thursdays;
Men’s Group 9 a.m. last Saturdays
every month. All are welcome!
Call the church office for more
information: 651-645-0851.

Two-Night Lutheran
Revival at Jehovah 
Great preaching and great music
are the hallmarks of the upcoming
two nights of Lutheran revival ral-
lies at Jehovah Lutheran Church in
the Midway, corner of Snelling
and Thomas Avenues. Featured
speaker is the Rev. Dr. David
Benke from New York City both
Sunday, Sept 30 and Monday Oct
1. Music includes a Liberian choir,
the Christus Chorus and Jubilate
choirs from Concordia University
in St. Paul and a praise band all

on Sunday evening, and the joyful
sounds roll on Monday evening
with a mass choir from local con-
gregations, a Gospel soloist plus
Kim Kasling at Jehovah’s Van
Daalen organ.

Both evenings begin at 6 p.m.
with a Ministry Fair in the church
auditorium along with light sup-
per foods available for a
donation.

The Revival Rallies begin at 7
p.m. in the main sanctuary each
evening. The Sunday, September
30, rally concludes with a ground
fireworks display set to music by
local fireworks guru Joe Zastrow
and free ice cream cones for every-
one. The fireworks will start at 8
p.m. The Monday evening rally
concludes with dessert in the
church auditorium and fellow-
ship.

An Urban Study Workshop
led by Dr. Benke starts at noon on
Monday, October 1,and goes until
4 p.m. The cost for the workshop
is $10 including the box lunch.

Reservations can be made
with Dawn at 651-644-1421.

The revival speaker and work-
shop leader, the Rev. Dr. Benke, is
president of the Atlantic District of

The Lutheran Church-Missouri
Synod and parish pastor at St. Pe-
ter Lutheran Church, Brooklyn
NYC. His work on the Nehemiah
Project in NYC led to a national
movement to enable impover-
ished workers the opportunity to
purchase affordable housing. He
was the keynote speaker for the
2007 national Urban Pastors Con-
ference.

For further information call
651-644-1421.

MOMS Club holds 
open house
The St. Anthony Park/Como West
chapter of MOMS Club will hold
an Open House at Tilden Park
(Arona Ave. between Albany and
Almond) or at Como Park
Lutheran Church if it rains on
September 14 at 10 a.m. MOMS
Club is an international nonprofit
organization that offers daytime
activities and support for mothers
who are home during the day with
their children. For more informa-
tion, contact Julie Fortier at 651-
645-7557.

HM Elders hold 
luncheon seminars
Hamline Midway Elders, a neigh-
borhood organization that keeps
seniors independent in their
homes, sponsors luncheon semi-
nars each second Tuesday of the
month from 11:30 a.m. – 1 p.m. On
September 11, the topic “Managing
Arthritis Pain Through
Exercise” will be addressed by a pro-
fessional from the Arthritis
Foundation. The event is held in
the community space of Hamline
Methodist Church, 1514
Englewood Avenue. A free will
donation is collected for the meal.
An RN is available for consultation
and to check blood pressures. Call
651-209-6542 to make
reservations for the luncheon,
request free transportation or, if you
are a senior or caregiver and would
like information about how seniors
can remain independent in their
homes. There is currently a need for
volunteer daytime drivers to take
seniors to nearby medical appoint-
ments. Please call Monica to learn
more: 651-209-6542. 

District 6 plans 
Resource Fair
District 6 Planning Council has the
upcoming events scheduled; A
Senior Resource Fair co-sponsored
by District 10 Community Council
will be held on Thursday
September 20, at Arbor Point
Community Room, 635 Maryland
Avenue from 1 to 4 p.m. On
October 11, Rice Street Art Scoop
will take Place at Dar’s Double
Scoop, 1046 Rice Street from 5 to 8
p.m. There will be neighborhood
artists and performers, live music

and spoken word-discover the fla-
vors of your community! On
October 27, District 6 will host an
Open House from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m.
at 213 Front Avenue. Stop in for a
snack, pick up a recycling bin and
visit with Board Members. There is
a limited number of Safety
Equipment left so please stop by
the office, 213 Front Avenue, to fill
out the application for your equip-
ment. For more information
please call the office at 651-488-
4485, email us at district6@qwest-
office.net or check out the webpage
at www.district6stpaul.org!

Women’s Mini-Retreat
“Prayer and Friendship”
Saturday, September 29. Holy
Childhood Church, 1435 Midway
Parkway, is hosting a retreat for all
Catholic women, young, old, or in
between! “Prayer and Friendship”
will be presented by guest speakers;
Dr. Gary Atkinson, Professor of
Philosophy, University of St.
Thomas and his wife, Libby
Atkinson, M.A. in Christian
Spirituality, Creighton Jesuit
University. Begins at 7:15 a.m.
with prayer and hymns, 7:45 a.m.
mass followed with coffee and
refreshments.(this first hour is
optional) Speakers begin at 8:45
a.m., 11:30 a.m. lunch concluding
at 12:30 with the rosary and hymns.
Join us for a morning of listening,
learning, sharing, socializing and
praising the Lord. Child care pro-
vided for 1 yr. and older. Cost is
$10. Pre-register by Sept. 21. by call-
ing Dolores at 651-647-0656 or
email; dmr1512@msn.com for
flyer and mail in form.

Excavation at 
Hamline Church
Anthropology professor Brian
Hoffman of Hamline University
is leading an archaeological exca-
vation of  a historic landmark in
the Hamline-Midway neighbor-
hood this fall. The site being ex-
cavated is the original Hamline
Methodist Church built in 1900
and destroyed by fire in 1925.

Neighborhood residents are
invited to stop by the excavation.
Professor Hoffman’s class will be
working at the site on the corner
of Asbury Street and Englewood
Avenue during the afternoons on
most Tuesdays and Thursdays of
September and October. For
those interested in participating,
there will be “open houses” on
Saturday September 22nd (9 a.m.
- 3 p.m.) and October 13th (10
a.m. - 2 p.m.). More information
on this project can be found at
Professor Hoffman’s blog
(www.bhoffman.edublogs.org).
This project is funded by
Hamline University in collabora-
tion with Hamline United
Methodist Church and the
Hamline-Midway History Corp.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 14
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St. Columba holds ‘Taste of Ireland’ Sept. 29
On September 29, the Church of St. Columba located on the cor-
ner of Hamline and Lafond, will be hosting an Irish Dinner, Danc-
ing, and Music. The celebration begins with mass at 4:30 p.m. and
the festivities will follow.  Dinner will consist of Irish Stew, soda
bread, salad, dessert and beverage.  Price of dinner tickets is $8.50
for adults and $3.50 for children under the age of 10.  Limited tick-
ets are available for dinner so order early at 651-645-9179. During
dinner, Irish music will be performed by the well known Irish
group Clairseach from 5:30-8:30 p.m. and Irish dancing by the
Rince na Chroi Irish Dancers will be from 7- 8 p.m. in the school
auditorium.  Outside under the tent The Belfast Cowboys will be
performing from 7–11 p.m.  Eggrolls and chicken wings provided
by our Vietnamese Community, will also be available. In the St.
Columba Irish Pub we will be serving Finnegan’s Irish Amber Ale,
wine, Bailey’s and coffee, water, and soda. 

A raffle will be held with the first prize of a 2007 Vento Triton
Scooter donated by the Scooter Squad of Mpls, and a two hour pri-
vate dinner cruise for 25 people aboard the Magnolia Blossom river
boat donated by Captain Dan Dickinson, and an autographed base-
ball by Joe Mauer, Paul Molitor, and Mike Redmond.  Midway
Rental, Lloyd’s Pharmacy, Hotel Liquidators Inc., Peak Printing,
Associate Bank, Como Northtown Credit Union, Henry Holcomb-
Boom Funeral Home, Hamline Cleaners, Anchor Bank, A. Johnson
Floral, Sisters of St. Joseph of Carondelet, have generously donated
to our event also.  Irish on Grand, Finnegan’s, Irish Indeed and
Reflections by Wendy will also be at our event with a variety of
items for you to purchase.  Come and join us for a fun filled
evening of dinner, music, and dance!  Contact your classmates and
meet at St. Columba for a class reunion.

The “Taste of Ireland” will feature Irish dancing by Rince na Chroi Irish
Dancers.
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By KRISTA FINSTAD HANSON
The Hamline Midway History

Corps, the neighborhood-based,
local-history group is gearing up
for the second season of its Speak-
er Series. The first event will fea-
ture Aaron Isaacs and John W.
Diers, co-authors of Twin Cities
by Trolley: The Streetcar Era in
Minneapolis and St. Paul, pub-
lished this May by the University
of Minnesota Press. This free
event will be held Thursday, Sept.
20, 2007, 7 p.m. in the Hamline
Midway Branch Library Auditori-
um.

Twin Cities by Trolley is an
expertly-written and lavishly-illus-
trated book detailing the history
of early mass transit in Minneapo-
lis and St. Paul from the 1880s to
the 1950s. John W. Diers worked
in the transit industry for thirty-
five years, including twenty-five
years at the Twin Cities Metropoli-
tan Transit Commission. Aaron
Isaacs worked with Metro Transit
for thirty-three years. They both
are active vintage transit fans and
contemporary mass transit advo-
cates.  

“Aaron and I had talked
about doing a book for quite
some time; it grew out of the real-
ization that we were among the
last generation that had any di-
rect, personal memory of the
streetcar,” said John Diers. “We
wanted to preserve those memo-
ries of the streetcar era.” Diers and
Isaacs explain how the Twin City

Rapid Transit Company (TCRT)
system shaped the growth and de-
velopment of the metropolitan
area.

A key component of TCRT
was its magnificent shop com-
plex, located at the southeast cor-
ner of Snelling and University Av-
enue. The buildings were first con-
structed in 1907. The 40-acre site
included several buildings where
streetcars were built and main-
tained. Nearby lines were the Co-
mo-Harriet, the Hamline-Chero-
kee, the Snelling Avenue, and the
St. Paul-Minneapolis.

“It was a huge complex and it
was the main shop for TCRT,”
said Diers. “Snelling was active as
a streetcar maintenance base up
until 1954. It built all of TCRT’s
cars and it is where all of them
were scrapped during the rail-bus
conversion.” Most of the site was
cleared in the late 1950’s to make
way for the Midway Shopping
Center. A portion was saved for
bus maintenance.

At its peak in the 1920s and
early 1930s, TCRT operated over
900 streetcars, owned 523 miles
of track, and carried more than
200 million passengers annually. 

“The final streetcar ran on
June 19, 1954. The bus conver-
sion got started in 1951 and took
4 years to finish,” said Diers. “The
St. Paul system was done in 1952.
The last streetcar line to operate in
the Twin Cities was the Como-
Harriet.”

John Diers has a Hamline
Midway connection and early mo-
tivation for becoming involved in
mass transit. His grandparents
lived at 1790 West Minnehaha,
and he rode the Hamline-Chero-
kee line to visit them. “When I
was growing up I spent a lot of
time with my grandparents,” said
Diers. “One of the things I did as
a kid at that time (1948-52) is
we’d go streetcar riding. My ambi-
tion was to grow up to be a street-
car motorman.”

Aaron Isaacs was born in Illi-
nois but moved to Fridley and lat-
er Roseville as he was growing up.
“My dad was an electrical engi-
neer by profession,” said Isaacs,

“but he was always interested in
trains and trolleys.” His father was
one of the founders of the Min-
nesota Streetcar Museum, which
still runs historic streetcars today
at the Lake Harriet station. Isaacs’s
father was an early advocate in the
1960s and 70s to not build free-
ways, but consider light rail lines
instead. “My father deserves a fair
amount of credit for getting the
ball rolling on light rail,” says
Isaacs.

While many Hamline Mid-
way residents currently ride Metro
Transit busses along University or
Minnehaha Avenues, far more
travel throughout the area by car.
Transit advocates hope the expan-

sion of the Light Rail Transit
(LRT) system from Minneapolis
to St. Paul along University Av-
enue will win back ridership on
mass transit. 

Assuredly residents remain in
the Midway who rode, or worked
for, the streetcar system, They are
encouraged to attend the event
and share their stories about the
streetcar system in the Hamline
Midway neighborhood. 

For more information about
the Hamline Midway History
Corps and its speaker series, or to
learn about joining or sharing
neighborhood history memories,
visit their website at www.Ham-
lineMidwayHistory.org

CHURCH OF ALL NATIONS
4301 Benjamin St. NE, Columbia Heights MN, 55421

Sunday Worship 10am
Jin S. Kim, Senior Pastor

“A truly multi-cultural congregation”

For more information
Call 763-503-2600

or visit www.cando.org

The Hamline Midway History Corps, the neighborhood-based, local-history group is gearing up for the second sea-
son of its Speaker Series. The first event will feature Aaron Isaacs and John W. Diers, co-authors of Twin Cities by
Trolley: The Streetcar Era in Minneapolis and St. Paul. (Photos courtesy of the University of Minnesota Press.)

Streetcar historians
to present talk at
Hamline Midway
Branch Library

See us online at: www.monitorsaintpaul.com



Fair favs
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Fair eater knows, the first three
bites must be the best three bites,
because by that time you’re stand-
ing in line for either the restroom
line or the next entree.

Operation Dessert Storm:
Funnel Cakes and Nitro Ice Cream,
both in the Food Building, are the
perfect ending to a perfect half-day
of eating and wandering. The pow-
dered-sugar-doused funnel cake
beats the Bachelor’s mini-donut
any day—fresher tasting, more in-
teresting texture, and without the

chemical aftertaste. The Nitro Ice
Cream, flash-frozen on the spot us-
ing liquid nitrogen, is really differ-
ent from regular ice cream. It’s
creamier and has more flavor.
You’re eating vanilla ice cream—
and you’re not wishing it had
something else on it or in it. I
guess it really is rocket science.

The Food Snob
Wake up and smell the coffee,
folks. The State Fair is not about
food. It’s a paean to our agricultur-
al heritage. At least it used to be,
until they took the tractors off Ma-
chinery Hill and replaced them

with (yuk) lawn tractors. Still, I go
to the Fair to celebrate farming. I
eat there only as a tribute to the
animals and plants that yield our
nourishment.

I start with a tour of the ani-
mal barns. From there, it’s a short
stroll to the “All the Milk You Can
Drink” booth. It’s not a nickel
anymore, but it’s still delicious.
Then, taking the goodness one
step further, I duck into the build-
ing-formerly-known-as-dairy. After
admiring the artistry of the butter
heads, I grab a milkshake. Just
cream, sugar and a bit of vanilla.

Next it’s the Horticulture
Building to revel in the bounty of

our state. I feast with my eyes on
the prizewinning vegetable exhib-
it, the mounds of crisp apples,
and the mouthwatering Farmer’s
Market displays. Then it’s time for
my special reward: honey lemon-
ade, the most pure and delicious
food at the fair. I admire but nev-
er touch the honey ice cream
studded with sunflower seeds,
and just order my cup of nectar.

And that’s it. Well, I might
snag a cheese curd from a friend,
steal a bite of roasted corn or grab
a French fry or two. But the Fair is
not about fast food or heinous
‘on a stick’ creations.  It’s about
the smell of fresh hay cradling the

sheep in their coats, the thou-
sands of seeds that comprise Jesse
Ventura’s portrait in the Crop Art
display, and the darling pink
“Oink Booth” headbands that
you get for free in the pig barn.

Hey, if I want mediocre,
mass-produced fried foods, I can
get those on any arterial highway
in any city in America.  No, I go
to the fair for pure food and a
large dose of agricultural kitsch.

The Chowhound

Similar to a marathon, the State
Fair requires considerable train-
ing. In days prior to the event I
made sure to watch what I ate
and I carefully planned my route
so as to be in and out in the
shortest time possible. This year I
beat my previous record, clocking
in just shy of two hours from
door to door. 

While most athletes diet to
stay trim, I diet in order to eat as
much as possible. However, on
game day I made the rookie mis-
take of burning all of my energy
in the first 15 minutes. Yes, I ate
an entire plate of Australian Bat-
tered Potatoes, best described as
inch-thick, potato-shaped slabs of
fried batter, optionally topped
with Cheese and/or Ranch sauce
for a total of $6.75. Don’t get me
wrong, these mammoth Aussie
tots are good, but are best as a re-
lay event for a team of four or
more. 

Knowing now that I would
need to seriously limit my intake,
I scaled back my original route to
include only one sweet, one bev-
erage, and simply one thing on a
stick. In a last-second stroke of
genius I combined my sweet and
my beverage, racing from Sweet
Martha’s with a large cone of hot
chocolate chip cookies ($5.50)
all the way back to the all-you-
can drink Milk Stand ($1/cup).
This saved much-needed space
for my corned beef and cabbage
on a stick.

Unfortunately, the corned
beef and cabbage on a stick
turned out to be a dud and I lost
countless minutes as a result. I
had imagined tender chunks of
corned beef rolled in fresh cab-
bage, breaded, fried and eventual-
ly speared. So when the cashier
handed me a soggy corndog I was
thrown off track. After some con-
vincing on her part I took a bite
and was disappointed to find no
trace of cabbage, just a hot dog-
shaped piece of corned beef hid-
ing under the breading. This was
the worst $4 I spent. To add in-
sult to injury, I had to sit across
from this fit guy wearing expen-
sive running shoes and boasting
about his delicious sloppy joe on
a stick. I was robbed.

All in all, I can’t be disap-
pointed at my performance, espe-
cially factoring in the record
time, but next time I will not
peak prematurely at the first
stand I see. 

In Our
Community
Continued from page 12

Holy Childhood holds
Rummage Sale Oct. 11-12
Holy Childhood Rummage Sale
will be held on Thursday, Oct. 11,
9 a.m. to 7 p.m. and Friday, Oct.
12, 9 a.m. to 12 p.m. The church is

located on the corner of Midway
Parkway and Pascal Ave. in the Co-
mo Park neighborhood.

Come to Oktoberfest “A Taste
of Como” at Holy Childhood
Church, 1435 Midway Parkway, on
Friday, October 5, 5 p.m. to 9
p.m. Come, sample many delicious
foods and taste a variety of local
imported beer and wines. No
minors allowed. There will be
German music and dancing.
Tickets are $15 in advance and $20
per person at the door. Call Larry
McMahon for tickets at 651-489-

2428. Please join us for a Very
Tasteful Tribute to German
Heritage.

Episcopal Homes holds
Art Affair 2007
Episcopal Homes will hold an Art

Affair 2007 on Saturday, October
6, 10 a.m. to 5 p.m., and Sunday,
October 7, 11 a.m. to 5 p.m., at
Cornelia House, 1840 University
Avenue West.

There will be original paint-
ings, sculpture, photography and
pottery from over 50 Twin Cities
artists. Prices from under $100 to
over $1,000. A portion of the pro-
ceeds from each sale helps support
Episcopal Homes senior residences
and services.

Iris Park Block Party held
Sept. 23 in Iris Park
Neighbors in the Iris Park Block

party will join for their annual
block party on September 23 in
Iris Park. The event will include
kids activities, local music and
door prizes from local business-
es. Last year over 120 people at-
tended the event!  

The Iris Park neighborhood
includes all residents who live
between University and St.
Anthony Avenues and between
Prior and Fairview Avenues
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1514 Englewood Avenue – St. Paul 651-645-0667

SUNDAY WORSHIP SCHEDULE

8:00 AM Worship

9:30 AM Worship

9:45 AM Sunday School

10:30 AM Fellowship and Hospitality

10:45 AM Youth Group

8:30 AM Compline Service
(Service of Evening Prayer)

h

Details on website:
www.hamlinechurch.org

The North End Area’s Premiere Rental Hall

The Klub Haus
1079 Rice Street • St. Paul

Reserve Now for Your Summer & Fall Events
Make YOUR event one to remember!

Newly Renovated with Stage, Hardwood Dance Floor,
Full Kitchen & more • Available for Large or Small Groups
Call: (651) 489-4656 or (651) 489-4808 today!Coupon expires 10/31/07

Elmhurst Cemetery
Locally Owned

Serving All Faiths Since 1872
A Full Service Cemetery
Specializing in pre-need arrangements

1510 N. Dale
651-489-1707

Office Hours: 8:00am to 4:00pm, Monday-Friday Closed Sunday

Christ Lutheran Church
on Capitol Hill

A multi-cultural Lutheran community of Faith

105 W. University Ave. • 651-222-3619
Worship: 9:30 am

Sunday School and Adult Education:
10:45 am

Interim Pastor: Ronald K. Johnson

Classifieds online at: www.monitorsaintpaul.com
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Central Baptist Church
420 Roy Street N., St. Paul

651-646-2751
www.centralbaptistchurch.com
Dr. Ronald Saari, Senior Pastor

SUNDAYS AT CENTRAL
9:15 a.m. Sunday School

Class for all ages

10:30 A.M. WORSHIP SERVICE
Mix of Traditional and Contemporary

6:00 p.m. Ekklesia Ministry -
Ministry to Young Adults

(Married and Single) will begin in October

Wednesday Night Activities begin September 26
5:30 - 6:30 p.m. Super Supper (Reservations needed)

6:00 - 8:00 p.m.Youth Activities/Gym/Bible Study
(Junior High/Senior High)

6:30 - 8:00 p.m. Children’s Activities (Kind. - 6th Grade)
6:30 p.m.Adult Bible Study/Prayertime

6:30 p.m. Pilates

Daily Child Care
6:30 a.m. - 6:00 p.m. Monday-Friday

Care for children ages 6 weeks through Pre-Kindergarten
Before and After School Care for children kindergarten

through age 12

Call: 651-646-2846

Principal
Continued from page 1
from my staff is matching my ener-
gy. You can feel the energy in the
building. It’s fantastic.”

In July, Bell started coming to
North End working behind the
scenes doing different things.

“I came here unofficially prior
to my contract starting,” he said. “I
care about what we’re doing. I got
a free dental plan for all students
who want to take advantage of it.
When the opportunity came up, I
couldn’t turn it down.”

In addition, Bell developed a
partnership between the North
End Block Club and the St. Paul
Police Dept. Bell is also working
with Sylvan Rec Center, at 77 W.
Rose Ave., and Cathy Courtney,
who is in charge of the North End
area and programs with St. Paul
Parks and Recreation, to build
partnerships with Parks and Recre-
ation.

At North End’s Open House
on Sept. 13, Parks and Recreation
will talk about its programs.

“We want to build up good
will with students, parents, and

staff,” said Bell. “Community is
important to me.”

Bell feels North End has a lot
to offer as a neighborhood school. 

“It’s the home of our future
leaders,” he said. “I tell students
they can be somebody special. I
want to lay the foundation so they
can grow to be special. I want to
create conditions to show them
how successful they can be in life.
This is a chance to build a founda-
tion from the bottom up.”

This is the same energy Bell
had when he was at Simley.

“I  gave them 100 percent
every day,” he said. “If you work
hard and love and care about kids,
the results are endless that you can
receive.”

As principal, Bell has been
very impressed with his staff.

“When you treat people with
dignity and respect, you get that
back in return,” he said. “I want
students to feel that I’m blessed to
be with our future leaders. Nobody
is better than you as long as you try
your best, is what my dad said.
This is the opportunity to pass it
on to other people. I’m happy to
be at the elementary level in St.
Paul.”

Under Bell’s leadership, he
wants to make sure everything is
test driven, that he gets test scores
up and increases enrollment.

“It’s a really great school to
come to,” he said. “If you have a
product to share with communi-
ties and you do a good job, eventu-
ally they will come. We have a
great staff. People will see results.
But, it doesn’t happen overnight.”

While North End is not on the
average yearly plan for reading,
they didn’t meet the state stan-
dards as far as test scores and are
on probation for math so the
school hired a full-time math
coach.   

“I try to be more proactive
than reactive,” said Bell. “If I see a
particular problem, I try to nip it in
the bud and move forward.”

The three things Bell says are
most important are relationships,
relationships, relationships.

“If you develop relationships
with families, they will work with
you,” he said. “They’ll give 100 per-
cent. If there’s no relationship,
they’ll think this guy doesn’t care
about me.”

Bell’s goal as principal the first
year is to understand how to make

the school better for students.
“After I see where we’re at, my

long-term goal is to make sure we
have a safe environment, to pro-
vide rigor and to educate so we can
prepare for the future, and to ex-
tend ourselves to the community,”
he said. “Everything else will take
care of itself.”

The best part of being North
End’s principal personally is that
Bell understands the dynamics of
St. Paul and the rich history of the
school district because he’s a prod-
uct of it.

“Somebody took the time
with me and believed in me,” he
said. “I was never in the top 10 per-
cent of my class. I always gave 100
percent. You need to know how to
work and to treat people so you
can grow.”

One of North End’s challenges
is that it’s a neighborhood school
with declining enrollment.

“I do believe our enrollment
will increase once people know
about the product we have here,”
said Bell. “You have to prove what
you can do to earn respect, and
people will give it to you. You have
to let people know you love and
care about them, and people will

send their kids here. Every parent
wants to see their kids successful.”

Bell has high expectations for
people.

“Education is the key,” he
said. “It’s the piece that allows you
to break out of a situation

You’re in. Education can open
up doors. It frees the world up for
you.”

In the future, Bell hopes
North End will continue to grow.

“I want to make it the best
school in the City of St. Paul,” he
said. “If people do well in school,
opportunities will open up for
you. Education is the biggest
equalizer.”

The strengths Bell will build
on are relationships.

“All other things to be devel-
oped come when you get relation-
ships,” he said. “With the relation-
ship piece, you get a comfort level.
If it’s not there, people won’t want
to be there.”

Every day he comes to work,
Bell plans to bring 100 percent and
to do the best job he can do.

“I hope to have the best test
scores in the City of St. Paul,” he
said. “I will not hesitate on that
one.”

Security
cameras
Continued from page 1

pleaded guilty or plea bargained.
“It saves taxpayers thousands

of dollars,” Holtz said. “The level
of arrests and the security rose,
and the crime rate went down.”

The security camera phenom-
enon began in Europe, and Min-
neapolis has based its program on
the one used by the Northampton
Police Department in England.
Holtz said the St. Paul model,
however, will be based on projects
that are being used in other cities
in the United States.

“We are looking at a network
with this project,” he said. “It’s
technology partnered with peo-

ple.”
He said the community can

provide the eyes and ears needed
to focus on security.

“The public is going to call us
and let us know of problems,” he
said. “Business people working
along the route and security peo-
ple working in the corridor are a
part of the system. “

Holtz said he sees no nega-
tive aspects to the Security Cam-
era Partnership.

“There was concern about
privacy issues,” he said, “but we
have large monitors for the public
to view at the Griffin Headquar-
ters Building, 357 Grove, and the
Western District, 389 Hamline.
People can see exactly what we are
doing.”

He added that the cameras
are overt and not hidden. There
are also signs to let people know

the cameras are there.
“At this point, we are actively

working on the fiber component

along University Avenue,” Holtz
said, “and also the wireless com-
ponent. The fiber is in the bid
stage, and we are ready to put out
bids for the wireless.”

He said he hopes to have the
cameras up, at least in the Mid-
way area, by Dec. 1.

Holtz said a secondary grant,
the Port Security grant, will cover
the area from Robert Street to the
Depot. This will be headed by a
different commander. 

Holtz said the secondary
grant is for $3 million, and
$500,000 in matching funds will
be required for this project.

The purpose of the secondary
grant is to finish the Central Cor-
ridor camera project, provide
cameras along the river and make
major improvements to Lambert’s
Landing, the major landing for
the Port of Saint Paul.

Regarding the Central Corri-
dor Security Camera Partnership,
Brie Heath, a spokesperson for
Target, said the company is work-
ing towards dates to actually give
the check to the Saint Paul Police
Department for the matching
funds.

We have a Target in Blue pro-
gram,” she said, “in which we
support law enforcement
throughout the country.”

She said that in communities
where Target has stores, it pro-
vides grants for police depart-
ments for programs for kids and
for increased technology.

“This falls under that, espe-
cially since St. Paul is our home
town,” she said.

“This will be a huge benefit
to the Central Corridor, and a
great benefit to the community
and businesses,” she added.

The security camera phenomenon
began in Europe, and Minneapolis
has based its program on the one
used by the Northampton Police
Department in England.



By JANE MCCLURE
St. Paul’s $17 million budget

gap has property taxpayers seeing
double. Mayor Chris Coleman
took the unusual step August 14
of unveiling two 2008 city budg-
ets, with two different property tax
levy increases. If $10.2 million in
additional Local Government Aid
(LGA) is allocated during a special
legislative session in September,
the levy would increase by $4.9
million or 7 percent.

Without money from the
state, property taxes would in-
crease by $10.2 million or 14.6
percent. That would be the largest
levy increase in many years.

The $17 million gap is if the
city maintained current services,
and takes into account no new
programs or employees.

As the Monitor neared its
deadline it appeared a special leg-
islative session would not include
property tax relief and additional
KGA, so the more draconian sce-
nario appeared likely.

Both budget scenarios call for
a slew of cuts and changes in how
the city delivers service. The
changes include transferring man-
agement of several recreation cen-
ters, implementing numerous fee
and permit increases, right-of-way
maintenance fee increases of 13 to
16 percent, and shifting library
hours. A recently completed audit
of the Fire Department and an up-
coming audit of the Police Depart-
ment will be used to guide
changes in those departments.

Public safety is one of the few

areas seeing gains. St. Paul would
add 13 to 25 new police officers,
depending upon which budget
plan is implemented. Squad cars
would be replaced with 125 new
cars purchased under the best-case
scenario and 100 vehicle leased
under the worst case.

Coleman has described the
changes as providing “better serv-
ice at a better price.” But he also
used his budget address to criticize
Governor Tim Pawlenty for veto-
ing an LGA increase this spring
and to scold past administrations
for their budget practices. Cuts to
state aids is one factor Coleman
cited, combined with an 11-year
period in which the city held its
property tax levy flat while using
one-time funding sources to bal-
ance budget. Coleman has prom-
ised to put the city’s budget in
structural balance, without one-
time fixes, by the end of his four-
year term.

“The St. Paul where you and I
grew up became a city that bucked
our obligations to our children
and our community in exchange
for a political pass,” Coleman said
“Today we need to reject the false
choices we’ve been given and
make the tough choices that will
put St. Paul on a solid footing for
the future.”

The City Council must adopt
a maximum levy by September 15,
under state truth-in-taxation law.
After that date the levy can be de-
creased but not increased. The
truth-in-taxation public hearing
with Ramsey County and St. Paul

Public Schools will be held on De-
cember 11, and the council must
adopt a final levy and budget by
year’s end.

Budget highlights for area
neighborhoods include:

• Rumors that Hamline
Branch Library would close prove
to be unfounded, but the library is
one of two that will have its hours
reduced. The library will get some
upgrades in technology, including
more computers.

Merriam Park and Rice Street
Branch Library users will be happy
to know that Sunday hours will be
restored. Both were cut last year,
sparking many protests.

Citywide, libraries are open
730 hours each week. Coleman
has indicated that the total of li-
brary hours will not be cut city-
wide, although further adjust-
ments in hours are expected
among the libraries.

Hamline-Midway and Hay-
den Heights branches will see
slight reductions in hours, but
have their services improved with
added public computers and other
changes.

Technology will be used to
cut staffing costs. By fall 2007 all
of the city’s 13 libraries will have
self checkout systems in place.
More online services will be of-
fered next year.

• No area projects were cut
from the proposed Long-Range
Capital Improvement Budget
(CIB), but there were some addi-
tions including $1 million for
parks and libraries major repairs,

in 2008.
The mayor also recommends

funding the remainder of Jimmy
Lee Recreation Center/Oxford
Pool work in 2008, at $3.6 mil-
lion, rather than spreading the
costs over two years.

Coleman’s budget also identi-
fies a number of projects for fund-
ing in 2010 and beyond, although
those projects will have to go
through the capital budget review
process in 2009. Those include
improvements to the Como Pool
improvements, funding for the
North End’s Trillium/Trout Brook
nature area and future city tech-
nology needs.

• Numerous city fees are like-
ly to increase in 2008. Some of the
largest increases will be felt by
property owners who pay for
right-of-way maintenance costs,
including snow plowing, street
sweeping, tree trimming, street
lighting and sidewalks. Down-
town properties could have a 16
percent increase, with a 13 percent
increase elsewhere in St. Paul.

Sanitary sewer rates would go
up 5 percent in 2008, with a 10
percent increase in storm sewer
charges.

Many of the other fees that
will rise are charged by the Depart-
ment of Safety and Inspections. A
consulting firm just completed the
first in-depth study of city fees
since 1992 and found that fees are
not fully covering costs of service.
New DSI fees would increase rev-
enues by $1.1 million 2008,
$662,000 in 2009 and $620,000

in 2010.
One proposal calls for build-

ing permit fees to increase by 10
percent in 2008, with 5 percent in-
creases projected in 2009 and
2010.

Business license fees could in-
crease between 10 to 30 percent,
depending on the type of busi-
ness. An additional 3.2 percent in-
crease is projected in 2009 and
2010.

On-sale liquor and entertain-
ment licenses could increase by 10
to 15 percent in 2009, with a 5
percent increase in 2010. Large re-
tail food establishments, such as
supermarkets, would increase by
the same percentages.

• District councils will be
held harmless in 2008, receiving
no funding increase but being
spared a cut. Council representa-
tives met with Coleman August 13
to discuss the budget and its im-
plications for their neighbor-
hoods.

District councils oversee citi-
zen participation for the city, pro-
viding public input on land use, li-
censing and policy issues and run-
ning a number of community pro-
grams. Several of the district coun-
cils had supported the idea of a
small increase in citizen participa-
tion funding, of less than $75,000
citywide. Councils would have re-
ceived varying increases, based on
population and other factors in a
formula devised three years ago.
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YOUR ONE STOP AUTO SHOP
Tires & Alignments • Full Auto Repair

651-488-4704
Friendly Professional Customer Service • Mon.-Fri. 7am-5pm, Sat. by appointment

Available Here!

1360 Rice Street
(Previously Trans-Auto)

$1999

Oil, Lube, Filter Change
Summer Special

Please call the Vascular Research Office at
(612) 624-7614 or email us at legpain@umn.edu to

see if you qualify for participation in this study

Mayor Coleman unveils two city budget options

Orchard Rec
Continued from page 7

Those involved in the local
recreation center issues said they
understand the budget pressures
the city is under. “What we don’t
have a handle on is, what is the
process for which group would
have a management role at a facili-
ty,” Wood said. LHCC has had dis-
cussions about helping a Somali
community group, in conjunction
with its activities at the Skyline
Towers high-rise apartments. But
one idea the city has suggested is
that Dunning become a Somali or
cultural center, Wood said. “I don’t
know how we get from helping a
group get started to turning over a
building.”

For Dunning, the decisions
are more complicated, Wood said.
The recreation center is less than
10 years old. Lexington-Hamline
residents worked for more than
two decades to get the center built.

The Dunning property, once a
state facility for wayward juveniles,
was sold to the city in 1911 by the
Minnesota Legislature. One condi-
tion of the sale was that the prop-
erty always be used for play area.
That codicil was cited in the early
1960s when Concordia College
tried to buy the property. It was al-
so key to a lawsuit LHCC filed
against the city in 1977 over Dun-
ning Field use and management.

A settlement reached in 1978
gave LHCC control of the property
west of Griggs and the city control
east of Griggs. A management
committee made up of LHCC,
Dunning Booster Club, Youth Ex-
press and Farm in the City. Con-
cordia University, Central High
School, churches and other
schools also schedule the facility
and fields. Wood said the legal
agreement will be reviewed to see
if the community has any leverage
to keep the facility open.
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$98
Checkup
X-Rays
Fluoride

This $168 value includes:
Thorough, gentle cleaning • X-rays and Fluoride
• Checkup to evaluate your current dental health

• Dr. Sheehan’s findings and recommendations
For new patient only. Good for every child in your family.

Offer ends 10/1/07

Rice Street Family Dental Care
“Providing quality dental to the North End since 1979”

Member: ADA, MDA, SPDDS

1215 Rice Street. • St. Paul • Phone 488-7251

651-690-4364

Wilder
Continued from page 6

Wilder works with the St.
Paul Public Schools, Ramsey
County, City of St. Paul and State
of Minnesota to operate the
Achievement Plus student
achievement program. Wilder
Foundation also operates Wilder
Research, one of the nation’s
largest nonprofit social services re-
search and evaluation centers. The
new building allows Wilder’s
functions to be under one roof.

Kingston said the new center
will offer one stop for persons in
need of a number of different
services, either through Wilder or
in conjunction with other agen-
cies and organizations. Founda-
tion officials believe the new cen-
ter will bring much more walk-in
traffic from persons needing assis-
tance. Many of Wilder’s clients use
public transportation, but the
main campus in Frogtown and
other centers don’t have frequent
bus service.

The new center is envisioned
not just as a place that better
serves clients but also as a future
gathering place for area organiza-
tions and residents. “The whole
building was designed with the
community in mind.” The lobby
alone is large enough for com-
munity groups to convene. There
also is a main floor conference
space at the southwest corner of
the building.

The building is envisioned
as a long-term home for Wilder,
which has been in several loca-
tions over its 101-year history.
“We’re here for good,” Kingston
said.

The building and parking
ramp are each four stories tall,
with 99,953 square feet of space.
The focus on the building as a
long-term home for Wilder
prompted the foundation’s lead-
ership to push for the sustainable
design features on construction
and operating systems.

Much focus is in the build-
ing’s environmentally friendly or
green design and future operating
systems. Wilder is working with

architects Perkins and Will, and
main contractor Duke Construc-
tion, to obtain a gold level Lead-
ership in Energy and Environ-
mental Design (LEED) certifica-
tion. The U.S. Building Council
will rate the building based on
various sustainable construction
and site development measures,
as well as water savings, energy
efficiency, construction materials
selection and indoor environ-
mental quality. If the gold rating
can be obtained, the new Wilder
building will be one of the top-
rated buildings in the state.

During construction about
80 percent of the construction
waste has been recycled, includ-
ing wood, metals, concrete and
other materials.

The building’s ell-shaped de-
sign and placement on the site
allows for most of the space to
be lit with natural light and re-
duce use of overhead lighting. At
least 90 percent of the offices will
have a view of the outdoors.

Various heating, cooling and
lighting systems are designed so
that the building will use 45 per-
cent less energy than a typical
building of similar size. It also
will reduce water usage by 40
percent. Features range from sen-
sors that will dim lights on sun-
ny days, drought-resistant plants
in building landscaping and
plumbing systems that reduce
use of water are among the many
“green” features of the building.

The building’s front entry,

which faces University Avenue to
the north, will feature a brass
home plate marker that recog-
nizes the site’s history as Lexing-
ton Park, longtime home of the
St. Paul Saints baseball team. The
Saints played at Lexington Park
from 1897 to 1956. Kingston
noted that the plate will be made
by St. Paul Brass, the oldest fami-
ly-run business in St. Paul and a
neighbor of Wilder’s current
campus in Frogtown.

Kingston said the use of the
home plate market is appropriate
in many ways, “Now Wilder is
here to see that the community is
safe at home,” he said.

Wilder officials and property
developer Wellington Manage-
ment were interested in locating

the brass home plate marker that
was in a shopping center grocery
store for many years. When the
store was demolished as part of
the Lexington Park redevelop-
ment, that marker was nowhere
to be found.

A garden area south of the
new building also features some
Saints history as it preserves re-
taining walls that were part of
the original ball park. The park
area will be about an acre in
size. Called “the backyard,” it
will provide a space for clients,
programs and some community
events. It also will be shared
with residents of Carty Homes, a
new Episcopal Homes senior
citizen apartment building to
the south.

A garden area south of the new Wilder building also features some Saints history as it preserves retaining walls that
were part of the original ball park. The park area will be about an acre in size. Called “the backyard,” it will pro-
vide a space for clients, programs and some community events. It also will be shared with residents of Carty Homes,
a new Episcopal Homes senior citizen apartment building to the south, as seen in the photo above.

“Now Wilder is here to see that the 
community is safe at home.”

- Wilder Foundation President Tom Kingston



Monitor Want Ads are now $1
per word with a $10 minimum.
Send your remittance along with
your ad to Monitor Classifieds,
Iris Park Place, 1885 University
Avenue, Ste. #110, St. Paul, MN
55104. Classifieds must be pre-
paid via cash, check, or credit
card. Classified ads can be e-
mailed to denisw@aplacetore-
member.com. Want ads must be
in the Monitor before October 1
for the October 11 issue. Call
651-645-7045 for more infor-
mation. Your classified ad will
also be automatically placed on
the Monitor’s website at
www.MonitorSaintPaul.com

ART INSTRUCTION
Watercolor painting classes and
workshops offered by local artist,
Helen Bond @ Como Park stu-
dio. Beginning & intermediate.
For complete list of classes, see
website: www.helenbond.com,
call 651-231-5535 or email: bon-
dinidesigns@comcast.net. 10-07

ADDITIONS
Kustom additions, distinctive
kitchens, bathrooms, patio decks,
ramps. Expert workmanship.
Marty. Referral Service
Consultant. 612-724-8819. 1-08

AUTO REPAIR
Gary’s Automotive Repair - Tune-
ups, brakes, exhaust. 455 Atwater
St., AC, computer diagnosis. 651-
487-3659. 2-08

BATHROOMS
Low water pressure? Change steel
to copper. Bath and kitchen
repair. Ceramic tiling. Call 612-
275-9815. 9-07

BUSINESS 
OPPORTUNITIES

Business Partner Wanted. Inc 500
Co. expanding business looking
for someone who has owned or
operated a business or has experi-
ence in marketing, teaching or
public speaking. Send resume to
lifespurebalance@gmail.com. 12-

07

BUY AND SELL
**Buying** Hifi consoles, old
stereos, homemade audio
equipment, old cameras, ham
radios, old electronics, etc. Andy
651-329-0515. 7-09

Vintage lights, house hardware.
Doors, tubs, radiators, etc. Also
furniture hardware 651-644-
9270. 11-07-00

CONCRETE WORK
Concrete work - Steps our spe-
cialty, ornamental step rails,
small jobs and repair. Al Hansen
651-227-4320. 2-08

COMPUTER SERVICE
Software and hardware, trouble-
shooting, project management,
651-221-0923. Lauree Stolarczyk.
las51021@hotmail.com. 9-07

EMPLOYMENT
Coris Kidz Childcare looking for
qualified preschool teacher.
Hours 9-5:45. Please call Cori
or Kenyatta at 651-489-9300. 9-
07
Outreach and Neighborhood
Safety Coordinator: District 6
Planning Council is searching
for a candidate to perform com-
munity outreach for the Invest
Saint Paul area as well as the
District 6 Planning Council
area. This person would assist
staff in community engagement,
Invest Saint Paul projects, block
club work, crime and safety and
work to ensure the highest qual-
ity of life for our community.
This is a 1/2 to 3/4 independent
contracting position. A more
detailed job description is avail-
able upon request or at
www.district6stpaul.org Please
send your resume to: District 6
Planning Council, 213 Front
Avenue, Saint Paul MN 55117 or
district6@qwestoffice.net by
October 1, 2007 Include at least
three references. 9-07

Schroeder’s Fine Food and
Spirits, 605 Front Ave, St. Paul,
is looking for servers and cooks,
full time or part time. Please
apply in person. 9-07

Looking for delivery carriers to
deliver the Monitor approximate-
ly 3 to 4 hours per month. Pay by
route. Also looking for contract
carriers for work two or three
times a week. Great for supple-
mental income! Call 651-458-
8053, ask for Lloyd. 12-03

HAULING 
Just call, we haul – Will haul
almost anything from old furni-
ture and appliances to yard waste
and construction debris. Will do
all of the loading and cleanup for
you. For free estimate on cleaning
your garage, attic, basement and
yard, just call 612-724-9733. 9-07

HOUSECLEANING
Sherry’s Housecleaning Services.
651-225-1479. Complete clean-
ing services! Very affordable. 5-08

LANDSCAPE PRODUCTS
Kern Landscape Resources—we
deliver composted manure, deco-
rative mulches, rock, top soil,
sand. Peter-651-646-1553. 9-07

LAWN SERVICE
Lawn Service - Landscaping -
lawn contracts, tree and shrub
maintenance. 20 years experi-
ence. John 612-328-6893. 9-07

NEXT TO NEW SALE
Junior League of Saint Paul’s
Next-to-New Sale, State
Fairgrounds Sat., Sept. 29, 8 a.m.-
4 p.m.  New and gently-used
clothing, toys, house wares,
books, furniture & collectibles. ½
price sale after 1 p.m.
www.jlsp.org. 9-07 

OFFICE SPACE
Great location! Great space!
Baker Court Building. Plenty of
free parking, 2 offices and virtual
office presence available. Share
space with 4 attorneys. Minutes
from Minneapolis/St. Paul.
Conference room, receptionist,
and office equipment available.
Call Carey Thuente at 651-641-
8664 or email cthuente@guyton-
law.com. 9-07

REAL ESTATE
North End Dollhouse, Big lot
$77,500, cozy. 447 Charles
Deluxe, 3+ Bdr (Let’s trade). 936
Lafond, $144,900. 1249 Rice
Street, 3 Bdmr Stucco rambler.
North End duplex or 5 bdr home,
$169,900 vacant contract for
deed. DeLisle Co. 651-488-0561 –
1146 Rice Street. Our 45th year of
paying cash for homes of any
condition. 651-488-0561 DeLisle
Co. 9-07

Lake Lots For Sale - Rare opportu-
nity. 2+ acre lake lots near Siren,
Wisconsin. Only 90 minutes
from St. Paul. Call Tom Peterson
at Century 21, 715-349-5300.

PAINTING
Painting - specializing in wallpa-
per removal. Average house $600,
average 3 rooms $200, average
garage $200. Jim 651-698-0840.
8-07

Mike Fox Painting – 10 years
experience, licensed,
interior/exterior, 612-282-7388.
8-07

Interior/exterior painting, enam-
eling, plaster patching, free esti-
mates. Bob. 651-633-5565. 10-07

PIANO TUNING
Piano Tuning & Repair. Registered
Piano Technician. 651-489-3181.
Charles Fruhstuck@mac.com 12-07

FOR SALE
1996 Canopy bed for Barbie doll
- $45, 37 beanie babies $50. Cash
only. 651-489-8008. 9-07

SERVICES
Carpet Reinstalls - Save $$$$.
Repairs, restretches, binding.
Guaranteed, insured, 25 years
exp.  10% Off w/ad.  Jerry-651-
339-1333. 9-07

RAM Handyman Services LLC.
Reasonable rates. —No job too
small.— Visit me at
www.ramhandyman.com or call
Rich at 651-485-9680. 4-08

Tree Trimming/Removal. Free
estimates. Reasonable prices. Call
Jonathan 651-497-6893. 9-07

Tiling. Back-splashes, floors, tub
surrounds. Artisan quality.
Insured remodeler (MN
#20454530). 612-702-0761. 10-07

Zappa Construction and
Handyman Services. Additions,
remodel, mechanical, drain
cleaning. Free estimates. Quality
work at an affordable price. Stu -
651-271-6925. 8-07

Prestige Concrete & Driveway
Company. Garage Slabs, steps,
floors, sidewalks, patios, custom
work-Jim, 651-290-2689. 4-07

Professional Exterior and Interior
Painting, wall repair and plaster-
ing; ceiling texturing, wallpaper-
hanging, moderate prices; free
estimates, licensed, bonded,
insured; Merriam Park Painting,
651-224-3660, 651-552-2090. 1-

03

VACUUM CLEANER
Vacuum Cleaners: Sales, service
and supplies. Experts since 1952.
666 University @ Dale. 651-222-
6316. www.a-1vacuum.com. 9-07

WANTED TO BUY
$ for Junkers. Paying top dollar,
free towing. 651-216-3523. Bob’s
Towing, since 1977. 12-07-00

Paying the most cash for your fur-
niture, dishes, glassware, knick-
nacks, costume jewelry, antiques,
pictures, lamps, household items
etc. I make housecalls. Call Mary
612-729-3110.  9-07
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CONCRETE
SIDEWALKS,
STEPS AND

STUCCO REPAIR

GLASS BLOCK
WINDOW

good for basements
any size

CHIMNEY &
FIREPLACE

WORK
Call Mark Larson
651-642-5090

See the Classifieds online at: www.MonitorSaintPaul.com

deRuyter
Nelson

A St. Paul communications, 
design, and publishing 

company serving clients for
over 30 years.

1885 University Ave. W. Suite 110
St. Paul, MN 55104

ph 651.645.7045 

www.deruyternelson.com
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Additions • Remodeling
Renovation • Windows & Siding

Concrete • Garages

MY HUSBAND IS AMAZING!

eqr

He Builds and Fixes almost anything!
Russell Dedrick

651 776-1780
State Lic# 20113561

professional
handyman
services

• Remodeling •

• Additions •

• Renovations •

HANDY MR. LARRY FOR HIRE
I do painting, repairs and cleaning

of homes and apartments.

Contact Larry at 651-399-4304 

ALL HANDYMAN SERVICES
Clean Ups & Haul Aways.

Attics, Basements, Garages,
Yards, Tear Offs and Roofing.

We also do Demolishing & Repairs
CALL: 651-274-0263

$Money
For Ju nkers

• Paying Top Dollar
• Free Towing

651-216-3523
Bob’s Towing – Since 1977

TOTAL HOME
IMPROVEMENTS
Your Complete Contractor • Lic. #20095403

✓ Additions/Basements ✓ Decks/Porches
✓ Bathrooms/Kitchens ✓ Renovations
✓ Doors/Windows ✓ Roofing/Siding

Pictures & refs available

651-777-3911

TSCHIDA BROS.
PLUMBING
• Remodeling &

Repairing
• Water Heaters
• Discount For Seniors

1036 FRONT AVE.,
LICENSED • BONDED

LIC. NO. 7212

651-488-2596

NormanDale
Electric Co.

Residential, Commercial
& Industrial

651-644-0655
Norman D. Bartlett Free Est.

ORNAMENTAL
STEP RAILS

Plain & Fancy
New & RepairLicensed & Bonded

Complete
Year ’round Installation

Al Hansen 651 227-4320

CONCRETE WORK
Steps — Our Specialty

Small Jobs & Repair

GARY’S AUTOMOTIVE REPAIR

455 ATWATER ST. • ST. PAUL, MN 55117
651-776-9088 • 651-487-3659

MANAGER
GARY NIPPOLDT

ASST. MANAGER
GREG NIPPOLDT

• Tire Repair
• Tune-Ups
• Brakes
• Exhaust

• Oil Changes
• Air Conditioning
• Computer Diagnosis
• General Repair

KEVIN’S
Heating & Cooling Inc.

“Residential Installation Specialist” • Over 22 years experience
Furnace & Air Conditioners • Sheet Metal-Ductwork

Gravity System Ductwork Replacements
Licensed • Bonded • Insured

651-270-0427
MAYTAG FREE ESTIMATES COLEMAN

MN Lic. #20320318

HARDWOOD FLOORS – Beautifully Refinished
1/2 the Cost & 1 Day Service
to Clean and Re-coat Your Existing Floors

WOOD FLOORS BY MCCORMICK
Free Estimates • 31 Years of Experience • Call Leo at 488-1961

10% OFF
(Save 25¢/sq. foot)

The refinishing of your
existing hardwood floors

Present coupon when bid is given

TWIN SET................ $119.00
FULL SET ................ $129.00
QUEEN SET ............ $149.00
KING SET................ $249.00

SO SHOP
HERE FIRST!

DELIVERY AVAILABLE!

908 Rice Street • 651-487-9595 • St. Paul

AFFORDABLE MATTRESS INC.
A good night’s sleep doesn’t have to cost alot!

Don't Wait to Sign Up!
Sign up now for the 
2008 Midway Chamber Membership Directory
The annual directory has a circulation of 20,000 in Midway, St. Anthony
Park, and along the University Avenue Corridor. It is an important tool for
community contact names, addresses, e-mails, and other information.

For more information on advertising in this essential community 
directory, call Denis Woulfe at 651-917-4183.



It’s a blissfully quiet morning, but
far from silent. Over the soft back-
ground trilling of field and
ground crickets, I hear a dogday
cicada warming up into a loud
buzzing song.  I hear argumenta-
tive little squawks of humming-
birds at the feeder, and then the
whirring wing beats of a morning
dove taking flight followed by a
solitary crow cawing in the dis-
tance.  Thankfully, the whine of
chainsaws has dissipated - the
calm after the storm.  The end of a
challenging summer is drawing
near.

And what a summer of disas-
ters it has been: falling bridges,
droughts, floods, forest fires, and
straight-line winds.  I’ll pick just
one local calamity.  

In the early morning hours of
August 11, a powerful storm bar-
reled through the State Fair
grounds, and St. Paul’s St. Antho-
ny, Como, and Phalen neighbor-
hoods.  After the storm, blue tarps
covering damaged roofs and insur-
ance claims adjusters were com-
mon sights around town. 

Unlike many of my friends
and neighbors, our home did not
suffer any damage.  However, I’m
still trying to get over the loss of so

many mature trees in St. Paul, and
I know I’m not alone. 

My old mulberry-picking
companion stopped by our house
to express her dismay at finding
one of our favorite mulberry trees
pushed over by the storm’s 70
mph winds.  

For several summers, Cynthia
and I made yearly pilgrimage to
one especially big mulberry tree
next to Estabrook Drive.  The old
tree had massive muscular-looking
horizontal branches laden with
fruit.  But the biggest berries were
just out of our reach.  Cynthia
would bring her stepladder on our
berry picking forays and we filled
our buckets to overflowing.  Later,
we swapped tips on how to re-
move mulberry stems and juice
stains, and we traded pie recipes.  

Because of the tree’s size and

the shape of its leaves, I believe it
was a native red mulberry.  Now
it’s gone along with my aspira-
tions for making the perfect mul-
berry pie.  

Many of the elderly crab ap-
ple trees on both sides of Como
Lake went down in the storm.
Those trees provided
an important autumn
food source for mi-
grating waterfowl.
Many times I
w a t c h e d
w o o d
d u c k s
( a n d
even a
few talent-
ed mallards) perched in
the branches eating their
fill of ripe crab apples.
And in spring, the apple
blossoms fluttered off the
crab apple trees in a show-
er of delicate pink petals.

A grove of black lo-
cust trees that grew be-
tween East Como Boule-
vard and Como Lake Drive blew
down in a tangled mess along
with the oak and ash trees that
grew near them.  No doubt, the
black locust trees (native to North
America, but not Minnesota) were
planted decades ago to control
erosion on the steep hillside.  

Over the years, black locust
trees have fallen out of favor with

Minnesota foresters.  However,
they never fell out of favor with
the bees and humans who appre-
ciated their fragrant white pea-like
flowers, which the trees produced
in abundance every June.  Today,
there are fewer trees holding up
the hillside and a lot more open
sky along East Como Lake Drive.

Nearly everyone
lost a favorite
tree.  Maybe it
was one of the
gigantic lakeside

cotton-
woods
i n
w h i c h

the dou-
b le - c re s ted
cormorants
o f t e n

perched to
dry their wings.
Maybe it was one

of the russet-
trunked Scotch

pines that graced the north edge of
the ball field off Horton Avenue.
Maybe it was one of the cedars
that stood like sentinels in front of
the Como Streetcar Station.
Maybe it was a spruce donated to
a park in honor of a loved one.  Or
maybe it was an ash tree in your
own yard that shaded your patio
in summer. 

For many weeks after the Au-
gust 11th storm, downed trees

were piled everywhere on the
Boulevards and in the parks.  The
debris was a reminder that St.
Paul’s Parks and Recreation De-
partment is not receiving nearly
enough funding to cope with un-
foreseen destruction on such a
large scale.  But cope they did, and
Park and Recreation staff have my
gratitude for all their hard work
during hard times.

The twisted remains of up-
rooted and broken trees also
served as a reminder of the de-
structive power of storms and the
vulnerability of even our stalwart
giants against the wind.  

David Suzuki, author and ge-
neticist, wrote: “Trees are among
Earth’s longest-lived organisms;
their lives span periods of time
that extend far beyond our exis-
tence, experience, and memory. . .
always there as backdrops to the
ever-changing action around
them, so familiar and om-
nipresent that we barely take no-
tice of them.”  We barely take no-
tice until they are gone with the
wind.    

Endnotes: *Volunteers need-
ed for the Como Woodland Buck-
thorn Bust on Oct. 27, 9 a.m. to
noon. For info contact:
Meghan.Manhatton@ci.stpaul.m
n.us *Attention, all Friends of Co-
mo Park: an informal group of
neighbors is gathering on a
monthly basis to talk about
neighborhood issues - interested
in attending, contact Rhonda:
rhondadebough@earthlink.net
*Million Acorn Challenge party
and planting at Como Park, Sept.
26, starting at 3:30 p.m. for stu-
dents in grades 6-12. For required
pre-registration, contact:
tpinkstaff@greatrivergreening.org
*To contact this writer: dmrobin-
son@bitstream.net
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Stormy weather takes down many remarkable trees

Nature in the City
By DEB ROBINSON

Many mature trees, like this grove of Scotch pines in Como Park, were lost during
a powerful storm that hit St. Paul in the early morning hours of August 11.  Trees
as large as these will take a generation to replace. (Photo by Matt Schmitt)

Illustration by 
Deb Robinson


