
By JAN WILLMS
Hamline-Midway artist and

photographer Jim Tittle calls
himself a person who collects
and tells stories. And now he is
telling a very personal story
through a documentary film
“The Price of Sand.”

His concern about sand trav-
eling through the St. Anthony
Park neighborhood echoes the
concern he has felt about a sand
mining company setting up shop
next to his mom’s property in
Red Wing.

His story about hydraulic
fracturing or “fracking”— collect-
ing oil and natural gas by pound-
ing it out of underground rock—
began a couple of years ago with
a phone call from his brother,  a
realtor who lives outside of Red
Wing. 

Tittle, who still owns proper-
ty in the Red Wing area, said they
discovered that the land next
door to the old homestead where
his mother still lives was quietly
sold for much more than it is
worth.

“The buyer was an oil com-
pany from Oklahoma,” Tittle
said. He started doing some re-
search, and he educated himself
about the process of fracking. A
definition of fracking in simplest
terms: fracking is a process that
creates fractures in rock to enable
the removal of natural gas and
oil from rock formations deep
below the earth’s surface.  Deep
holes are drilled and a mix of 
water, sand and chemicals (in-
cluding diesel) is injected at ex-
tremely high pressure in order to
make fractures in the rocks.

“This fluid they’re using is a
witches’ brew of stuff you would-
n’t want to drink,” Tittle said.
“The industry says there is no
negative effect from cracking the
earth while others disagree.”

Tittle began interviewing
people who live near silica sand
mines, talking to them about
their concerns and experiences.
He went to Maiden Rock,
Menomonie and Ottawa, MN,
the site of a silica mine.

And, he noted the signs of
silica sand in his own neighbor-
hood. Tittle said trucks on I-94
take the Vandalia exit, drive to
Capp Road and turn into the rail-
road yard. He said the trucks
dump the sand on the ground,
and the sand is scooped up and
placed in the railroad cars.

His concern is that the sand
dumped on the ground creates a
dust that can be toxic. The rail-
road company claims the sand is

wet, and the railroad cars travel
only 10 miles per hour, so no
dust penetrates the air.

Tittle does not claim to be a
technical expert on fracking, and
he said there are good people on
both sides of the issue.  But he
does want a conversation to en-
sue.

“I avoided a documentary,
because I know it is a lot of
work,” he said. “This would be a
big, big project. For a one-hour
documentary, you can shoot 150
hours of footage, and then you
have to edit it. There would be a
huge amount of time involved.”

But when his interviews were
put up on YouTube and reached
44,000 views, he realized he
wanted to reach an even bigger
audience and create something
people would sit down and talk
about.

And so “The Price of Sand”
has turned into a film.

“Normally, you raise the
money first,” Tittle said. He cre-
ated a budget and had some
leads for getting checks, but none
panned out. 

“I didn’t have time to court
people, and besides I’m no good
at it,” he admitted. So he turned
to Crowd Sourcing, a form of
Kickstart in which people can do-
nate small amounts towards a
project.

“My goal was to raise $5600

in 56 days, to cover my mileage
and motel costs while I was do-
ing the interviews,” he said. He
was told it wouldn’t work, be-
cause he set it up around Christ-
mas. 

“It was the wrong time of
year, and people are in a bad eco-
nomic situation,”  he said. But he

went ahead, and he raised $6800
in 56 days.

He is still faced with prob-
lems of time, but summer is a
slower time for him professional-
ly and he can devote his time to
the film. He still has about 25
per cent of the documentary re-
maining to shoot.

Tittle explained that as he
proceeded to film interviews and
scenes of trucks and railroad cars
transporting sand, he has discov-
ered some key issues.

“Right now is a boom for
fracking,” he said. “It seems un-
likely to go on for decades, but
right now everyone jumps in.
Rules are bent, palms are
greased.”

He has learned the process
brings massive infusions of mon-
ey into small towns, but property
devaluation also follows. And he
has learned the dust can bring
with it disease, silicosis and can-
cer that do not always show up
right away. Tittle also questions
what the huge loads of sand may
be doing to the quality of the
roads.

In the Red Wing area where
Tittle grew up, running freely
with his brother in the hills, a
group has formed called Save the
Bluffs. The group has managed to
initiate a one-year moratorium
on the sand mining company,
which is set to expire in mid-Au-
gust.

And Tittle continues to work
on his documentary. 

“I am literally a camera-
man,” Tittle acknowledged. But
his film journey has taught him a
lot about the field of fracking,
and he is skeptical.

“Anyone interested in air
quality or concerned about
health risks should be skeptical,”
he said.
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Hamline-Midway artist and photographer Jim Tittle calls himself a person who collects and tells stories. And now
he is telling a very personal story through a documentary film “The Price of Sand.” (Photo by Stefanie Berres)
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Clockwise, starting at bottom center, 2012-2013 Rice Street Festival Ambassadors: Peggy Ly, Director Cindy
Shanley, Sarah Tobin and Shakira Jones (Photo by Mary Carlson); Vulcanus Rex, alias Steve Robertson (Photo
by Kerry Antrim); Monique Lopez (Photo by Gidget Bailey); Grand Marshals Gidget Bailey and Joan Knippen-
berg (Photo by Michelle Doree); Grand Marshal Kirsten Libby (Photo by Kerry Antrim); Old-Timers Softball
Team (Photo by Cathy St. Martin); Jodie Doree (Photo by Michelle Doree).



University UNITED
plans to downsize
Facing a tough fundraising cli-
mate, University UNITED is
moving ahead with a plan to
downsize and have a virtual of-
fice. Community partners were
notified of the decision to close
the office last month. UNITED,
which has led various University
Avenue initiatives for more than
35 years, will focus on creation
of living-wage manufacturing
jobs. UNITED will become a vir-
tual office, shutting down its
storefront at 712 University Av.
this summer.

According to Board Chair
Stuart Alger, budgetary con-
straints and a challenging
fundraising environment are
driving the change. The organiza-
tion will be less dependent on
grant funding and more depend-
ent on revenue it generates
through development projects. It
will operate for a time with vol-
unteers.

The UNITED Board is seek-
ing feedback and suggestions on
its new role, and has been con-
tacting community partners to
discuss the changes. Area district
councils that have long been

members of UNITED’s boards
have been discussing the pro-
posed change since last year.

Over the past several months
UNITED has shut down its vari-
ous initiatives, including the
University Avenue Business Asso-
ciation (UABA) and U-Plan, an
urban planning services office.
While UABA could continue as
an all-volunteer group, the end
of U-Plan was seen by many
neighborhood groups as a huge
loss. U-Plan was involved in a
number of initiatives along the
Central Corridor light rail line
and in community planning
processes, including work on
plans for Merriam Park in con-
junction with the Union Park
District Council Parks and Recre-
ation Committee. While the U-
Plan documents and resources
may go to the Asian Economic
Development Association, UNIT-
ED has had to find homes for
files accumulated over decades. 

“It’s the end of one era and
the beginning of another,” said
UNITED Executive Director Brian
McMahon. He and the UNITED
Board are working on environ-
mentally friendly or “green”
manufacturing proposals for
properties in the West Midway,
working with the St. Paul Port

Authority, property owners and
community groups.

Mosaic on a Stick 
to move
Mosaic on a Stick will be moving
from its Snelling and Thomas
area storefront to the Hamline
Park Playground building at
1564 Lafond Ave. The move was
approved by the St. Paul City
Council July 3, on recommenda-
tion of city staff.

The building has not housed
parks uses since the mid-1980s
and most recently was leased by
Hamline-Midway Coalition and
Asian-American Renaissance. The
group underwent an extensive
community renovation process
and was reopened for use in De-
cember of 1993. The building
has been vacant since July 2011.

Because Parks and Recre-
ation didn’t want to use the
building, and wanted to see it
used, a request for proposals
went on. Mosaic on a Stick was
chosen to lease the facility and
will do so for more than five
years.

St. Paul does have a “no net
loss” of park land ordinance, but

because the end of park use of
the historic building predates the
city’s no net loss policy, the lease
doesn’t fall under those regula-
tions. 

Central Corridor
obtains sound 
level variance
Central Corridor light rail con-
struction crews obtained another
sound level variance from the St.
Paul City Council June 20, but it
is with a warning that city offi-
cials will be watching for any vio-
lations. The variance allows oper-
ations overnight, as needed, until
November 30. It covers the proj-
ect from Hamline Avenue to
Robert Street.

Union Park District Council
and a Hamline-Midway resident,
Paul Niskanen, objected to the
variance request. City Council
members have received com-
plaints about excessive noise.
Niskanen, whose family includes
young children, said that passage
of the variance would be “very
detrimental” to families living
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By JANE MCCLURE
Even before Central Corridor

light rail construction began, Uni-
versity Avenue wasn’t the most bi-
cycle-friendly street in St. Paul.
Giving bicyclists an option to trav-
el parallel to the light rail route is
part of the impetus for redevelop-
ing part of Charles Avenue into a
bicycle and pedestrian-welcoming
“friendly street.”  Neighbors say
that will make their street safer
and more welcoming.

But is that friendliness at the
expense of some Snelling Avenue
businesses? The current and for-
mer owners of the Holcomb-Hen-
ry-Boom-Purcell Funeral Home
think so.

Owner Rich Purcell said he is
worried about losing business if
patrons cannot easily access the
96-year-old funeral home via
Charles. He notes that changes to
Snelling at Charles, meant to
make the crossing safer for bicy-
clists and pedestrians, could be a
deterrent to clients trying to get to
the funeral home.

“We’re concerned that this
could put us out of business,” Pur-
cell said. “We’re the only full-serv-
ice funeral home left in the Mid-
way.”

Purcell and former funeral
home owner Dennis Boom said
they only recently became aware
of the proposed changes to
Charles Avenue. City officials have
suggested changes to the median
at Sherburne to allow neighbor-
hood access, but Boom and Pur-
cell questioned whether that
would be adequate. They question
whether they will have to take le-
gal action against the city.

The proposal is on a fast track
for city approval, going to the

Planning Commission Transporta-
tion Committee August 13 and
the full commission as soon as
August 24. It could be brought to
the City Council for a vote in Sep-
tember.

Charles could become the
city’s next bike-walk route if City
Council approval is granted.

Dozens of area residents and
bicyclists attended meetings July
17 and 25 to see the Charles Av-
enue Friendly Streets proposal.
The project has been in the devel-
opment stages for more than a
year. It is part of the Central Corri-
dor Bike-Walk Action Plan adopt-
ed by the City Council in early
2010.

Comments from the two
meetings will be considered by

city staff, as a recommendation is
prepared for city Planning Com-
mission and City Council review
and approval. Revisions to the
plan could be made in August,
prior to commission and council
review and approval. The city’s
Transportation Committee is also
expected to weigh in on the plan.

The first of the July meetings
focused on design elements. The
second focused on intersections.
City officials and the district
councils are already hearing from
businesses with concerns about
what the project could do to their
access. One of the businesses rais-
ing concerns is Holcomb-Henry-
Boom Funeral Home.

Draft design plans and back-
ground information about the

Friendly Streets project are posted
at www.stpaul.gov/charles, and
comments on the plan are being
accepted online. 

The Charles Avenue plan ex-
tends from Aldine Street to Park
Street. It calls for seven traffic cir-
cles at Fry, Griggs, Chatsworth,
Milton, Grotto, Arundel and Far-
rington streets.  Other traffic
calming measures include sig-
nage, speed bumps, pavement
markings, and other measures. At
major intersections of streets in-
cluding Marion, Dale, Lexington
and Snelling, pedestrian median
refuges would be installed. In ar-
eas where there are already con-
crete medians, the medians
would be modified to create a
safe place for bicyclists and mo-
torists to stop.

Residents have also asked for
street landscaping, public art, per-
meable pavement and other
place-making features. They say
the project will make their street
safer and that it is badly needed.

Residents of the Frogtown
and Hamline-Midway neighbor-
hoods embraced the bicycle
boulevard idea for Charles, seeing
it as a way to make the street
safer. “One major goal is to dis-
courage motor vehicles on
Charles from speeding,” said
Frogtown volunteer Tony
Schmitz. “The most common
comment we heard was that cars
go too fast on Charles.” There are
also concerns about safety for
children and the potential for
more cut-through traffic once
light rail is up and running.

The plans were developed
over the past year at a series of
five block parties and community
meetings attended by about 900
people. More than 2,400 sugges-
tions were received. Project out-
reach was organized by Hamline
Midway Coalition and Frogtown
Neighborhood Association. Tran-
sit for Livable Communities and
the St. Paul Departments of Pub-
lic Works and Planning and Eco-
nomic Development are also
working on the project.

Even after light rail starts op-
erations, bicyclists will still be
able to legally ride in University
Avenue mixed traffic, said City
Planner Christina Morrison. Bicy-
clists lost a bid to have bike lanes
installed as part of the light rail
project. Engineers said there just
wasn’t room, if University is to
maintain two lanes of traffic in
either direction.
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‘Friendly streets’ initiative threatens local Snelling Avenue businesses

Holcolm-Henry-Boom-Purcell Funeral Home owner Richard Purcell said he only recently became aware of the proposed
changes to Charles Avenue. City officials have suggested changes to the median at Sherburne to allow neighborhood access,
but Purcell questions whether that would be adequate. He wonders whether he will have to take legal action against the city.



The proposed Charles Avenue
Bike/Pedestrian Path from Park
to Aldine Streets, threatens the
future existence of our long-time
neighborhood businesses such
as Holcomb-Henry-Boom-Pur-
cell Funeral Home and Crema-
tion Service, Ellis Drum Shop,
Holiday Gas Station, Curly’s Bar-
ber Shop, Dey Appliance, Grif-
fith Printing, Checkerboard Piz-
za and others, located on and
near the corners of Snelling and
Charles Avenue. In our case,
Holcomb-Henry-Boom-Purcell
Funeral Home has been serving
customers in the neighborhood

community since 1916.  
Currently, families traveling

to the funeral home, in order to
make funeral arrangements, at-
tend visitations, funeral or me-
morial services, who travel from
any points north of Charles Ave.,
routinely turn left off of Snelling
Avenue onto Charles Avenue to
enter into the funeral homes
parking lot.  The proposed
bike/pedestrian path will elimi-
nate all left hand turns onto
Charles Avenue from either the
south or northbound lanes off
Snelling Avenue.  Eliminating
the left hand turn from the

south-bound lane of traffic will
jeopardize the future existence of
the funeral home.  The suggested
four-block re-routing to the fu-
neral home, which would re-
quire families, and routine deliv-
ery vehicles to re-route through
the neighborhood from the
north, would cause added traffic
into the neighborhood as well as
creating confusion and frustra-
tion in the task for those need-
ing to reach the funeral home, or
other businesses near this im-
portant corner. 

The safety of pedestrians
and issues of crossing Snelling

Avenue at Charles is also of great
concern. A safer point to cross
Snelling Avenue would be to do
so at a controlled traffic lighted
intersection, such as at Thomas
Avenue or Minnehaha Avenue.  

Minnehaha Avenue is al-
ready a designated bike path,
with posted signs along its Av-
enue. Is there such great demand
and need for another
bike/pedestrian path to parallel
the already existing bike path,
just six blocks to the south of
Minnehaha Avenue?  Further-
more, is this bike/pedestrian
path worth threatening the fu-
ture existence of our long-stand-
ing businesses?  Keep in mind
that one of the points of origin
of the proposed Charles Avenue
bike/pedestrian path is at Aldine
Street, which is just two blocks
west of Snelling Avenue.  Con-
sider the fact that these business-
es have considerable annual
costs of operation and pay high
property taxes in order to offer
their services to our community.   

If the intersection of Charles

and Snelling Avenues is allowed
to be closed by adding cement
medians into its intersection,
and eliminating vehicles to turn
onto Charles Avenue, most likely
these businesses will be forced to
relocate or go out of business
completely. 

The proposed bike/pedestri-
an path on Charles Avenue will
be detrimental and jeopardize
the future to our local businesses
located near the Snelling and
Charles Avenue intersection.  So,
we need to ask, if closing this in-
tersection at Charles and
Snelling Avenues as proposed, to
vehicles, will truly create the
safest place for pedestrians/ bik-
ers to cross Snelling Avenue, is it
in the best interest of our long-
standing and valued community
businesses, and is it truly need-
ed? 

(Editor’s note: Richard Purcell is the
owner of Holcomb-Henry-Boom-
Purcell Funeral Homes and Crema-
tion Services, 536 North Snelling.)
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Pedestrian/bike path for Charles Avenue threatens livelihood 
of long-time Hamline-Midway businesses on Snelling Avenue
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By JAN WILLMS
A dog safety discussion set

for 6 p.m. Thursday, Aug. 9, at
the Historic Streetcar Station,
1224 Lexington Parkway, is just
that—a discussion about dog
safety.

According to Jessica Bronk,
administrator and coordinator of
District 10 Como Community
Council, a postcard sent out to
District 10 residents has resulted
in several phone calls from peo-
ple concerned that this is a meet-
ing to ban pit bulls.

“This postcard has gained a
lot of attention,” Bronk said,
“but it was not created or distrib-
uted by District 10.” The card
shows the arm of a child who
was bitten by a pit bull last April,
on Easter Sunday.

“We have been having a dis-
cussion about dangerous dog
procedures with the resident
whose daughter was bitten,”
Bronk said. “We agreed to have a
meeting for District 10 residents
to get their opinions and share
information on dog safety.”

B r o n k
said the meet-
ing was plan -
ned before the
postcard went
out. “The post-
card was a bit
of a surprise to
us,” she admit-
ted. “It was in-
tended to draw
attention to the
problem, but we
did not distrib-
ute it.”

The post-
card lists several
dog bite con-
cerns and statis-
tics. It also lists a
website, Dogs-
Bite.org, identi-
fied as a national
dog bite victims'
group dedicated
to reducing serious dog attacks. 

“Through our work, we hope
to protect both people and pets
from future attacks,” the website
states. 

District 10 board member
Ted Blank, who is chair of the
Neighborhood Relations and
Safety Committee, will facilitate
the discussion at the meeting.
Bronk said Animal Control has

been asked to provide any infor-
mation about city ordinances.

Although Rep. John Lesch,
DFL-St. Paul, attempted to au-
thor a proposal that would make
it illegal for residents to own Rot-

tweiler, pit bull, chow chow,
Akita and wolf hybrids back in
2008, the bill did not make it
out of committee. Currently
there are no specific legislative
proposals pending with the City
of St. Paul, according to Bronk.

However, concerns have
been raised over dog bites and
maulings, and the question often
arises as to whether the dog
breeds need to be limited, or
more restrictions put on the dog
owners. Currently in St. Paul, the
decision to put a dog down de-
pends on the seriousness of the
dog bite, according to Animal
Control representatives.

The Aug. 9 meeting is de-
signed to give the Neighborhood
Safety and Relations Committee
the opportunity to hear from Co-
mo Park residents, including pet
owners, dog bite victims and oth-
ers.

“Interested speakers should
prepare brief remarks and be
prepared to listen to those who
may have different views,”
Bronk said. 
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Please join us at our Tuesday,
September 4, Board meeting be-
ginning at 6:30 at 1414 North
Saint Albans.  Councilmembers

Melvin Carter III and Amy Brend-
moen will attend to have an
open and frank discussion with
residents about the City budget

and the challenges the City faces
moving forward. The Councilmem-
bers are open to suggestions, ideas
and particular areas of interest. Here

are links to the 2012 budget
overview: www.stpaul.gov/Docu-
mentCenter/Home/View/20218.

More detailed budget docu-
ments can be found at
www.stpaul.gov/index.aspx?nid+46
26. Everyone is welcome and en-
couraged to attend-tell your neigh-
bors! 

The District 6 and District 7
Neighborhood Clean-up is Sep-
tember 15, from 8 a.m. to 1 p.m.
You must be in line by 12:30 p.m.,
at Veolia Environmental Services,
309 Como Avenue. More informa-

tion will be mailed to District 6
residents.

Twin Cities Neighbors Forums
is a free interactive forum for neigh-
borhoods. Connect with your
neighbors, share information, dis-
cuss community issues, or even post
a lost pet. Participate via e-mail, the
web, Facebook or twitter. For more
information or to sign up visit
www.beneighbors.org/will.

All links and more information
are found on the District 6 website
www.district6stpaul.org. 

News from District 6 Planning Council

News from District 6

Meeting on dog safety planned Aug. 9…

Postcard on pit bulls stirs Como Park

A dog safety discussion is set for 6 p.m. Thursday, Aug. 9, at the Historic Streetcar Station,
1224 Lexington Parkway. A postcard sent out to District 10 residents has resulted in several
phone calls from people concerned that this is a meeting to ban pit bulls.



By JANE MCCLURE
The addition of a Lexington

Parkway bus line and more serv-
ice on other north-south routes
are highlights of proposed Metro
Transit bus route changes. But
those who use some east-west
routes and the existing Snelling
Avenue express route will see
their service reduced or replaced
either by Central Corridor light
rail or other buses. That is caus-
ing concern for regular express
bus and University Avenue travel-
ers.

The changes, tied to the 2014
start of light rail service, are the fo-
cus of the plan. Neighborhood
meetings on the plan wrapped up
in late June. The St. Paul Planning
Commission approved its com-
ments June 29, with the City
Council weighing in July 18. The
comment period wrapped up July
23, after being extended to allow
for more comment from affected
Lexington Parkway residents.

“We have a good network of
service now,” said Scott Thomp-

son, senior transit planner for
Metro Transit. “But we do have
some gaps in the area, and some
gaps in terms of times and days
of service.”

While transit users indicated
that they are generally satisfied
with the existing bus network,
they would like to see increased
service. More off-peak service,

earlier morning and later night-
time service were among the re-
quests riders made. The service
changes have to be made without
adding to the current budget,

meaning cuts have to be made to
balance any increased service.

The proposed plan reduces
service on routes that will be
served by light rail, Thompson
said. That would allow Metro
Transit to shift resources to im-
prove route coverage and fre-
quency to bus routes that pro-
vide connections to light rail.
That in turn would improve fre-
quency and reliability of service.

One of the biggest changes
in area neighborhoods would be
the addition of a Lexington Park-
way bus. The new line would ex-
tend from the Como-Snelling in-
tersection, to Energy Park Drive,
and then travel Lexington to Al-
bion and West Seventh streets.
This would fill a significant gap
in the transit system, which cur-
rently has no north-south service
between Snelling Avenue and
Dale Street. The route would op-
erate every 30 minutes. 

The route has support from
the Parks and Recreation Com-
mission, Como Community
Council and the Planning Com-
mission, although there is a push
from city officials to have it travel
to the park itself, said City Plan-
ner Christina Morrison.

Several years ago Metro Tran-
sit tried a Lexington Parkway
route between Como Park and
Central High School. That route
was dropped in a round of cost
cuts less than two years after it
was introduced. 

There are concerns from the
Planning Commission and com-
munity members about Universi-
ty Avenue bus changes. The
Route 50 Express would be elimi-
nated and Route 16 service cut
back. The Planning Commission
is asking that Metro Transit con-
tinue to look at Route 16 service
after light rail begins operations,
to see if more midday trips
should be added back in. The
commission also wants more fre-
quent service on Route 21 con-
sidered, as well as pedestrian and
sidewalk improvements along
the rail line where needed.

Other changes are proposed.
Route 84 service on Snelling Av-
enue would be increased to oper-
ate every 10 minutes between
Rosedale Mall and Ford Parkway.
Snelling Avenue is viewed as the
city’s first site for rapid bus tran-
sit, with a line there opening in
2014. This would provide high-
frequency, limited stop service on
Snelling and Ford Parkway every
½ to ¼ mile, between Rosedale
and 46th Street Station. 

The Dale Street bus, Route
65, would continue to operate
between Rosedale and Selby Av-
enue but would no longer go in-
to downtown St. Paul on Selby.
Instead it would extend south to
Grand Avenue, replicating service
that was offered about a decade
ago. This route would operate
every 20 minutes.

Route 87, which serves riders
on Raymond and Cleveland av-
enues, would have more frequent
service, operating every 20 min-
utes at most times, including
new evening and weekend serv-
ice. This route would be changed
to more directly serve the new
light rail line at Raymond and
University.
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1053 Western Ave, N. St. Paul 651.489.2171  Open daily, 8:30-6pm. Closed Sunday's.

Food Market Stasny's
Stasny's Home smoked bacon

$1 OFF per lb. Up to 5 lbs.
(Coupon expires September 12, 2012)

Proudly serving 
our smoked bacon 
at Giggles Campfire 

Grill on Machinery Hill,
State Fair

Lexington Parkway bus line, more service on north-south
routes highlights of proposed MTC bus route changes

Those who use some east-west routes and the existing Snelling Avenue express route will see their service reduced or
replaced either by Central Corridor light rail or other buses. That is causing concern for regular express bus and
University Avenue travelers.
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Metro Automotive
Midway’s Complete Automotive Service Center

675 N. Snelling Ave.
(6 blocks north of University)

651-644-5208
(Open Mon. - Fri. 7 a.m. - 6 p.m.)

www.metroautomotive.net
Foreign and Domestic Cars

and Light Trucks

CM: During the past 25 years in business, 
can you share how the community around you
has changed.
JW: John’s Pizza Café opened its doors August,
1987. 25 years is a long time. Ronald Reagan was
President, the economy was booming, the merry-go-
round was still at the State Fair, the Minnesota Twins
won the World Series, and Facebook was Sci fi.

I can’t think of much that hasn’t changed in this
neighborhood. We have a new industrial park, a
new elementary school and a new church. People
come and go, but it’s amazing how many people
coming into our restaurant reminisce about having
lived in this neighborhood and how much they en-
joy coming back and seeing progress in the com-
munity. They love to reconnect, share a sense of be-
longing, and return many times over!

CM: How has the community 
impacted your business?
JW: We started out with just pizza.  We have added
many menu items due to requests from the com-
munity such as Calzones, Stromboli, Lasagna,
Hoagies, Hamburgers, Wings, and Pasta. Other
menu items have been added due to changes in

people’s eating habits such as unique Salads and
Wraps.  The demand for off-site catering has grown
tremendously due to the development of the busi-
ness community.  Both the Business and Residen-
tial community have given strong support and
recognition of the transformation of this corner
with our move to 616 Como. They enjoy our new
restaurant and consider it their John’s Pizza, so our
Garden Room has become a favorite place to share
with friends and family for retirement parties,
birthdays, anniversaries and rehearsal dinners. 

CM: Is there a special memory that 
stands out over the years?
JW: 25 years - I’ve got so many memories. Our first
day, Carl’s TV, Dogger, a 2 yr. old and a slice of piz-
za, Halloween snow storm, Effie’s first day, a flour
covered cashier, planters, and our Daktronics sign.
So many stories, I will gladly share, but be careful
what you ask for! I do want to share a recent spe-
cial memory. A well respected restaurateur stopped
in and remarked, “John what you have done to the
outside of this building is amazing, but what you
have done to the inside is astounding.”  So, if you
haven’t been into the new John’s Pizza Cafe, you’re
invited to come in and create some of your own
memories. 

John’s Pizza Cafe
616 Como Avenue Saint Paul, MN 55103 • 651-488-1922 • www.johnspizzacafe.com

John’s Pizza Cafe celebrates 
25 years in business!

John’s Signature Pastas

Mediterranean Pasta
Ingredients:
Olive oil. Chopped garlic. Salt and Pepper. Hot pepper flakes.
Kalamata Olives, Spinach, Onions, Red Bell Peppers and 
Artichokes, fresh tomatoes, feta cheese and basil.

Go to www.monitorsaintpaul.com to see video with 
a demo on how to prepare this dish.

John’s Pizza Cafe, owners John and Kathy Celebrating 25 years

What’s Cookin’...
By COLETTE MULLENMASTER

Next deadline: August 31



By JAN WILLMS
The Aug. 14 primary in St.

Paul will see some candidates in
the Monitor readership area facing
off before the Nov. 5 general elec-
tion. The 2012 Redistricting Plan

has resulted in new voting
precincts. 

In Senate District 65 there will
be a runoff between 3 DFLers. In-
cumbent Sandy Pappas, Marcus
Walker and Tom Goldstein will

compete in a primary. The winner
of the primary will face Rick
Karschnia (R). 

A small portion of the west
Midway now falls into District
64—and in that race DFL incum-

bent Dick Cohen will be chal-
lenged in a primary by Alexander
H. Jeffries — the winner of that
race will face Sharon Anderson (R)
in the November election.

In State Senate District 66, in-

cumbent John Marty (DFL) will be
challenged by Wayde Brooks (R).

Area House races do not have
any primary contests. 

In 64A incumbent Erin Mur-
phy (DFL) will be challenged by
Andrew Ojeda (R). In District 65A,
Daniel Lipp (R) will run against in-
cumbent Rena Moran (DFL). In
House District 66A, incumbent Al-
ice Hausman (DFL) will be chal-
lenged by Dave Thomas (IND)
and Mark Fotsch (R). In District
66B, incumbent John Lesch (DFL)
will face Ben Blomgren (R).

The election in November is
an election of issues as much as
candidates, as interest groups at-
tempt to build up support on op-
posing sides of the constitutional
amendments that will be on the
ballot.

Whether to require a voter ID
and whether to limit marriage to a
union between one man and one
woman are the amendments that
voters will support or deny this
fall.

“Our real priority is taking
back the House and Senate,” said
Carlie Waibel, deputy communica-
tions director for the DFL Party.
“And the Voter ID and marriage
amendments are really in the fore-
front.” The party supports a No
vote on both amendments.

“One of the big things Con-
gressman Keith Ellison is doing is
registering voters to get out and
vote against both of these amend-
ments,” Waibel said. 

She said redistricting did not
affect the DFL so much and
worked out well for them.

“We’re excited about the op-
portunity to get candidates elected
in all parts of the state,” she added.

Bill Denney, chair of Congres-
sional District 4 for the Independ-
ence Party, said redistricting did
not affect the operation of the par-
ty, keeping their officers in the dis-
tricts they preside over. 

“Our two big issues are the
two constitutional amendments,”
he said. The party passed two reso-
lutions at its convention June 23
strongly opposing both amend-
ments.

Denney said the Independ-
ence Party has formed a coalition
with Minnesota United for Fami-
lies, which supports equal rights in
marriage for all, and Our Vote, Our
Future, a group opposing Voter ID.

He said the strong opposing
views of the major parties offer an
opening for the Independence Par-
ty.

“What we hope for is that
people will realize as the two par-
ties drive each other farther and
farther apart, there is so much
middle ground to make up,” said
Denney. “The extreme polarization
works in our favor.”

The Republican Party was con-
tacted for this story, but did not re-
spond.  The Republican Party has
supported the constitutional
amendments.
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DISABLED?
CAN’T WORK?
Call Mary F. Hastings

651-645-0894

Local Attorney in Midway 19+ years’ experience 
Skilled Representation

Redistricting plan impacts coming primary Aug. 14

SAVE 5¢ 
per gallon
ON GAS

with coupon-limit one – thru 9/13/12 – at

CLARK ON RICE
Corner of Rice St.& Arlington

651-487-2932
Deli-Pop-Ice Cream-Propane-Money Orders-

Stamps-Check Cashing

COUPON



Registration at NW
Como begins August 6
Registration for Fall activities at
the Northwest Como Recreation
Center has begun.

Classes scheduled for youth
include: Tae Kwon Do, Archery,
Artist Workshop, Orchestra Jam,
Tantalizing Taste, Dry Ice Ca-
pades, and Babysitting Training.
A new class for adults this season
is Cardio Kickboxing. Also
planned are special events such
as Back to School Dance for ages
11-14 on Sept 21, and the Family
Bonfire on Oct. 5 from 6-8 p.m. 

You can register online at
www.stpaul.gov/parks, or call
651-298-5813. You can also come
into the Northwest Como Recre -
ation Center during their hours:
Monday-Thursday, 3-8 p.m, and
Friday, 3-5:30 p.m.

New chair-based
yoga class
Hamline Midway Elders will spon-
sor a chair-based yoga class for six
weeks beginning September 11.
The class runs from 10-11 a.m. at
Hamline Church United Meth -
odist, 1514 Englewood Ave. There
is no charge. Please call Hamline
Midway Elders to register. 651- 209-
6542. The instructor, Nancy
Giguere, RYT-200, has practiced
yoga since 2003 and began teach-
ing in 2011.

Area Le Leche meets
September 11
“The Advantages of Breastfeeding”
is the topic of the meeting of the
Como-Midway La Leche Group on
Tuesday, September 11. All expec-
tant and nursing mothers are

invited to attend with their
babies and toddlers. Call Heidi at
651-659-9527 for more informa-
tion, time, and location.

St. Mark's schedules 
new RCIA program
Want to better understand
Catholic Christianity? Interested in
receiving baptism or communion
in the Catholic Church?  St. Mark's
is starting a new RCIA program this
fall for anyone looking to learn the
why's and how's of Catholic belief
and practice. Classes begin
Wednesday, September 12 at 7 p.m.
in the St. Mark's Parish Center,
2001 Dayton Avenue in Saint Paul.
You can also find out more about
St. Mark’s on the web at
www.saintmark-mn.org/rcia.html.

Pet Therapy planned
for September 11
Hamline Midway Elders will pre -
sent a luncheon and presentation,
“Pet Therapy: A Visit With Sasha,”
on Sept. 11 at Hamline Church
United Methodist, 1514 Engle -
wood Avenue. A $4 free will dona-
tion is asked for the luncheon
which begins at 11:30 a.m. There is
no cost to attend the program
which begins at 12:15 p.m. Call
651-209-6542 for free transporta-
tion or to learn more how
Hamline Midway Elders helps sen-
iors live well at home.

HU sponsors music
program August 10
Peterson Toscano, highly regard-
ed theatrical performance activist,
performs to benefit Wingspan’s
Uganda Project, supporting Bp.
Christopher Senyonjo’s efforts to
secure safety and dignity for
LGBTQ persons in Uganda.
“Transfigurations: Transgressing
Gender in the Bible” offers hearty
laughter and poignant insight on
Friday, August 10 at 7 p.m., at
Hamline University, Sundin Music
Hall, 1531 Hewitt Ave. Tickets:
www.stpaulref.org/-wingspan or at
the door. $15 general admission,
$10 students/limited income; $10
group sales (10+). Contact David
Weiss, 651-645-2079, drw59@com-
cast.net for more information.

Luncheon program
planned August 14
“When Should I Stop Driving,” will
be addressed by a representative
from the Courage Center at a lunch-
eon on Tuesday, August 14, 11:30
a.m., at 1514 Englewood Ave
(Hamline Church United Meth -
odist). A $4 free will donation is
asked for the meal, there is no cost
to attend the program which begins
at 12:15 p.m. Call 651-209-6542 for
free transportation or to learn more
how Hamline Midway Elders helps
seniors live well at home.
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Hamline Church  announces events
Hamline Church United Methodist, 1514 Englewood, is hosting a
Tech Dump electronics and appliances collection drive and
fundraiser, 9 a.m.-1 p.m. Saturday, August 11, in the church park-
ing lot. There will be a charge for some items; others can be dis-
posed of for free or a free-will donation. The church is working
with the nonprofit Jobs Foundation on this event. Go to
http://techdump.org/faq or www.hamlinechurch.org for details.

Hamline will also be selling Izzy’s Ice Cream in its State Fair
dining hall this year. This is the 114th year for the dining hall,
which is the oldest church dining hall and oldest continuous oper-
ation at the fairgrounds. The dining hall was visited last year by
noted food writer Michael Stern. For more information, go to
www.hamlinechurch.org

Send us your news! When you submit your press release it will be considered for both the newspaper as well as the Monitor Facebook page
(facebook.com/monitorsaintpaul). You can also go to our website, MonitorSaintPaul.com and enter the information in the online Event Calendar.

In Our Community
MonitorMonitor

This is the 114th year for the Hamline Church United Methodist dining
hall, which is the oldest church dining hall and oldest continuous operation
at the fairgrounds. The dining hall was visited last year by noted food
writer Michael Stern. For more information, go to www.hamlinechurch.org

COMO PARK ESTATE SALE
82 years accumulation

Thurs - Sat August 16-18  9-5
NO PRESALES, CASH ONLY

numbers at 8 am
800 LAKEVIEW AVE 55117

furniture,household items, antiques, china, crystal,
collectibles, glassware, shoes, purses, misc,

LOTS OF BOOKS, CRAFT SUPPLIES & LOTS MORE!



By JANE MCCLURE
Getting through St. Paul’s

northwestern neighborhoods
means traveling Snelling or Ray-
mond avenues or winding along
neighborhood streets. But with
north-south and east-west road
and bridge connection options
ranging in cost from $21.9 to
$43.8 million, members of a
Northwest Quadrant Task Force
have asked St. Paul Public Works
staff to consider less expensive op-
tions for now. The group hopes to
have bicycle and pedestrian access
improvement suggestions ready by
fall.

The task force recently re-
viewed recommendations with the
West Midway Industrial Zoning
Task Force. The industrial zoning
task force is studying future indus-
trial land use, potential job growth
and other changes in the West
Midway area. 

“Transportation is such a key
piece in the (industrial use) dia-
logue that we decided to wait for
the transportation study to be
completed,” said West Midway In-
dustrial Zoning Task Force Co-
Chairman Jon Commers. The in-
dustrial land use group hopes to
have its recommendations to the
St. Paul Planning Commission by
year’s end. 

Ward Four Council Member
Russ Stark said the issues the two
groups are studying tie together,
not just in term of industrial land
reuse, maximizing land value and
promoting jobs growth, but also in
terms of neighborhood livability
in the residential areas in and
around the West Midway. Stark al-
so said there is a need long-term,
to look at the traffic issues. Yet an-
other issue he noted is how the
Northwest Quadrant study will tie
into a Minnesota Department of

Transportation study of Snelling. 
The Northwest Quadrant

group looked at six alternatives for
east-west and north-south connec-
tions through the West Midway,
using a range of alternatives in-
cluding Pierce Butler Route, Energy
Park Drive, and connections to
Vandalia, Fairview and other area
streets.

North terminus for various
north-south options would be Co-
mo, Commonwealth or Larpen-
teur avenues. Western terminus for
east-west routes would be Granary
Road or a Pierce Butler connection
to Energy Park Drive.

Instead of pursuing costly op-
tions the group decided to look at
developing an improved connec-
tion between Transfer Road/Cleve-
land Avenue and Cretin/Vandalia.
Improved access to Interstate 94 at
Cretin/Vandalia will be studied, as
well as improvements to Pierce
Butler and Energy Park Drive con-
nections at Snelling. Ways to im-
prove access to Highway 280 via
Raymond Avenue or Territorial
Road are considered, as will be im-
provements to eastbound I-94 at
Eustis and Franklin avenues. Costs
and timelines will be determined
for each of the options.

For more than 20 years, St.
Paul Public Works and neighbor-
hoods at the east end of Pierce But-
ler Route discussed connections to
Interstate 35E and Phalen Boule-
vard to the east. Placement of Cen-
tral Corridor light rail on Universi-
ty Avenue almost a decade ago ac-
celerated concerns about another
east-west route through the city’s
northwestern neighborhoods, by
making changes to Pierce Butler
Route or Energy Park Drive, and
improving connections from
north-south streets including Van-
dalia, Transfer Road, Cleveland,

Prior or Fairview.
Stark is already hearing that

Central Corridor construction on
University Avenue is making truck
traffic more difficult, especially
when turning movements are
needed. Bicyclists are also clamor-
ing for better north-south and east-
west connections.

But costs are an issue, Public
Works staff and Northwest Quad-
rant Task Force members said.
Mike Klassen, a Public Works proj-
ect manager for Northwest Quad-
rant, said the city would need state
or federal partners to build any of
the options. The biggest cost for
most options is bridging the
Burlington Northern Santa Fe Rail-
road tracks that bisect West Mid-
way. And, because none of the esti-
mates include potential right-of-
way acquisition costs, the estimates
could go higher.

Another surprise in computer
modeling of the traffic flow
changes is that none of the six op-
tions provided significant shifts of
traffic to new connections and re-
lief to other streets, especially
when the Snelling/University area
is considered. 

Members of the two groups
had mixed response to the road
and bridge cost options. “To me
it’s hard to justify spending more
than $40 million when it appears
that existing infrastructure, with
some changes, would be suffi-
cient,” said Northwest Quadrant
Co-Chairman Sherman Eagles. “It
works – it just may not work as
well.”

But Paul McGinley, who rep-
resents Midway Chamber of Com-
merce in both groups, said im-
proved roadway connections could
provide long-term benefits. He
said more needs to be done to
weigh cost-benefits.

“We may have to look at this
as solving a problem for the city as
a whole,” said Hamline-Midway
Coalition representative Betsy
Leach. “The lack of a north-south
connection is a problem for more
than just this area.”
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1046 Rice Street • 651-487-7827

Try our new Wraps!
Like us on Facebook.com/jmtsubs

WEST BUILDING MAINTENANCE, LLC 
Cleaning Services

Mike West — Serving the Minneapolis-St. Paul area since 1965

(800) 451-6753
www.westcleaning.com

COMMERCIAL CLEANING

Task Force asks Public Works to consider
less expensive traffic options in northwest



Monitor Want Ads are now $1 per
word with a $10 minimum. Send
your remittance along with your ad
to Monitor Classifieds, Iris Park
Place, 1885 University Avenue, Ste.
#110, St. Paul, MN 55104.
Classifieds must be prepaid via
cash, check, or credit card.
Classified ads can be e-mailed to
denisw@aplacetoremember.com.
Want ads must be in the Monitor
before August 31 for the September
13 issue. Call 651-645-7045 for
more information. Your classified
ad will also be automatically
placed on the Monitors website at
www.MonitorSaintPaul.com 7-12

ANTIQUES
For Sale: Vintage 1900-1949 lights,
house hardware, doors, tubs, radia-
tors, etc. Also furniture hardware.
651-644-9270. 20% off with ad. B-12

ATTORNEY
Creative Solutions With a Personal
Touch. Legal Services in the areas of:
Small Business, Wills and Trusts,
Real Estate, Family, and Bankruptcy.
Kirsten Libby, 855 Rice Street, Suite
100, St. Paul, MN, 651-487-1208
www.libbylawoffice.com B-12

AVON
Avon - Interested in Selling & mak-
ing extra cash? Maybe you just want
to order product? Call Me. 651 489-
9654. 8-12

BATHROOMS
Bathroom/kitchens!! Basement fin-
ishing. Bad water pressure? Sinks,
toilets and tub/surrounds, etc.
Ceramic tile. Basement bathrooms
installed. Call 612-275-9815. 9-12

HANDYMAN
Need a handyman?? One call does
it all. Any job, big or small.
Plumbing? Remodeling? Don't tell
my wife, but keeping your house in
tip-top condition is more impor-
tant than my own! Call Dynamo
Dave 612-701-2272. 12-12

LAWN CARE
Lawn/Snow Service, spring and fall
cleanups, gutter cleaning and
repair. 651-699-2832. B-12

Sorensen Lawn Care serving St.
Paul for 17 years. Services include
mowing, spring and fall clean-ups,
aeration, fertilization, mulch instal-
lation, emerald ash borer treat-
ment. Call Jeff 651-695-1230. 8-12

PAINTING
Painting, wallpaper removal, base-
ment floors, paneling, porches,
small wall repairs, average three
rooms $250, average garage $250,
small jobs wanted. Jim 651-698-
0840. B-12

All Seasons painting/repair. Wood
frames/stucco, power washing.
Window glazing. Gutter cleaning.
Quality workmanship. Insured.
651-699-2832. B-12

Interior/exterior painting, enamel-
ing, plaster patching, free estimates.
Bob. 651-633-5565. 12-12

PET SITTING
Wagners Pet Sitting. Walking Day
and Overnight Care. 651-771-0421.
B-12

PIANO TUNNING
Quality piano tuning and repair.
Reasonable rates. Call Robert
Clough @ 612-722-7586 or e-
mail: robtclough@aol.com. 12-12

Registered Piano Technician,
charlesfruhstuck@mac.com, 651-
489-3181. B-12

RENTALS
Quiet studio. West Como.
Furnished, private entry, bath,
kitchenette, bus line. All utilities
included. Rent credit for house-
hold help. 1-person $625 2-per-
son $850. Prefer male. 651-408-
2343. 8-12

SERVICES
Need a handyman?? Any job, big
or small plumbing? Remodeling?
Decks? Etc. Call Dave 612-701-
2272. Competitive prices! 12-12

Bathrooms, General Carpentry,
Trim and Doors, Sheetrock and
Repair, siding and decks. Mike
612-578-1611, 651-762-4705. B-12

RAM Handyman Services - Good
service, reasonable rates, no job
too small. Contact Rich - 651-
485-9680 or rich@ramhandy-
man.com. 3-13

SHOES
Shoes, Birks, boots injured?! It's
HSR time. www.HartlandShoes.us.
651-646-4326. 8-12

CONTINUED ON PAGE 12
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GARY’S AUTOMOTIVE REPAIR

455 ATWATER ST. • ST. PAUL, MN 55117
651-776-9088 • 651-487-3659

MANAGER
GARY NIPPOLDT

ASST. MANAGER
GREG NIPPOLDT

• Tire Repair
• Tune-Ups
• Brakes
• Exhaust

• Oil Changes
• Air Conditioning
• Computer Diagnosis
• General Repair

RIVARD
CONCRETE, LLC

Driveways, Patios, Walks, Steps, Floors, 
Block Work, Retaining Walls, Additions

Decorative Concrete, Colored / Stamped / Exposed Aggregate / Floor coatings 

Garage floor restoration.. 
"Make that ugly old garage floor look brand new"

Free, no hassle estimates • Insured • 651-245-7166, Mitch
mitch@rivardconcrete.com

Family owned 
and operated

CONCRETE
SIDEWALKS,
STEPS AND 

STUCCO REPAIR

GLASS BLOCK
WINDOW

good for basements
any size

CHIMNEY &
FIREPLACE

WORK
Call Mark Larson
651-642-5090

S E R V I N G S T .  P A U L

FRANK’S HOME REPAIRS
Residential Projects / Repairs

Frank Durkin   •   651-276-7094

Carpentry - Sheetrocking
Concrete - Tile Work 
Electric - Plumbing

Exterior Drain Tile Systems
Decks - Fencing - Windows

Doors - Mold Abatement
Painting - Demolition - Landscaping

Tree Cutting - Clean-Ups and Hauling

Floyd Anderson
Concrete Construction

Steps, sidewalks, driveways, patios,
exposed aggregate patios, blockwork,
patching basement & garage floors.

Call 651 644-8567
LICENSED • BONDED • INSURED

See  t hem  on l i ne  a t :  www.Mon i to r Sa i n t Pau l .com

Classifieds
MonitorMonitor

Classifieds $1.00 per word
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Classifieds
Continued from page 11

THERMOGRAPHY
Safer alternative to mammography.
No radiation, non invasive, painless.
Schedule appointment 651-917-
3990, www.PictureMyHealth.com.
12-12

WANTED TO BUY
**WANTED** - Old Stereo
Equipment, Hi-fis & Hams. Andy
651-329-0515. 12-12

Top Cash Paid! Furniture (1940s or
older), rugs pictures bookcases col-
lectibles Beer items miscellaneous.
Antiques 651-227-2469. 11-12

WINDOWS/SCREENS
Custom making/repairs. Thermal
windows; fix frames, glazing.
Kendall's--651-489-3210, 651-
776-6996. B-12

PROPERIES FOR SALE
Contract for deed - 1484 Albert,
$950 P&I; 1395 Thomas, $950
P&I; 1 BR Condo $850.
Sparking - move right in! 651-
488-0561. DeLisle. 8-12

Monitor in a
minute
Continued from page 2

near the rail construction. He said
that is especially true for people
who don’t have air conditioning
and want to sleep with their win-
dows open. “I ask that you have re-
spect for families living along the
corridor,” he said.

Metropolitan Council officials
and representatives of Walsh Con-
struction, the lead contractor, have
been working to minimize the
need for overnight construction.
City Engineer John Maczko said
the city will keep a tight rein on
the construction to make sure
there are as few problems as possi-
ble. In a few cases of loud
overnight noise, city officials be-
lieve it was a utility subcontractor
that woke up a neighbor.

“I do share the concerns
about noise but I also want to see
the project completed on time,”
said Ward One Council Member
Melvin Carter III. He said the city
is already asking that the overnight
work permit be for up to 15 times,
not the 25 requested.  

St. Paul competes
for DEED grants
St. Paul is among the communi-

ties competing for new Minnesota
Department of Employment and
Economic Development (DEED)
grants. The St. Paul City Council
voted unanimously June 13 to
seek $27 million for a new region-
al ballpark in Lowertown. The
baseball park would provide a
new home for the St. Paul Saints,
as well as college, high school, city
programs and other teams. 

The council the approved the
financing package July 18, with
the city contributing $17 million
and the Saints $10 million.

The St. Paul Parks and Recre-
ation Department will apply for
the grant on the city’s behalf. The
city and Saints would continue to
the $54 million project, with half
cent sales tax dollars eyed as part
of the city’s contribution.

The city was shut out of state
bonding for the ballpark during
the 2012 legislative session. Dur-
ing the session state lawmakers set
aside $47.5 million for economic
development projects. Applica-
tions are due by the end of June.

Council President Kathy
Lantry said the fact that all seven
council members signed onto the
funding request shows what a pri-
ority the state bonding is for St.
Paul. The new ballpark would re-
place Midway Stadium. That site
would be redeveloped through the
help of the St. Paul Port Authority.

- Compiled by Jane McClure

By JANE MCCLURE
The Volunteers of America

(VOA) must decide its next steps af-
ter the St. Paul City Council upheld
one appeal and rejected another Ju-
ly 3. The council’s actions prevent
VOA from using 1394 Jackson St., a
former residential facility, as a
halfway house for up to 74 people
leaving the federal prison system.
The agency could either seek an-
other location or challenge the City
Council decision in court.

The City Council memorial-
ized its decision July 11.

VOA has lost its lease at its
longtime Roseville facility and
needs to move. In June the St. Paul
Planning Commission granted
VOA a conditional use permit for
32 residents, not the 74 requested.
That prompted VOA to appeal that
decision. The nonprofit agency’s at-
torney Tom Johnson called the
number “arbitrary” and said it has
been “plucked out of the air.” Plan-
ning Commission members said
they chose the number because the
property could have 16 residents
under city regulations and 32 was
seen as a compromise.

But the council rejected the
VOA appeal and upheld a District 6
(North End-South Como) Plan-
ning Council appeal asking that
the permit simply be denied. The

district council representatives said
that while they have respect for
VOA and its decades of helping
federal prisoners transition into so-
ciety, the Jackson Street site isn’t ap-
propriate.

Ward Five Council Member
Amy Brendmoen agreed and
praised VOA. But she asked that the
District 6 appeal be upheld, saying
that the halfway house use isn’t in
compliance with area and citywide
plans. “District 6 has longstanding
concerns about underutilized in-
dustrial land,” she said. 

The area is poised for redevel-
opment and that has to be recog-
nized, Brendmoen added.

The nonprofit VOA, which has
worked with federal prisoners for
40 years, hoped to operate a resi-
dential facility at 1394 Jackson St.,
south of Arlington Avenue. The or-
ganization is losing its lease at its
Roseville location and is looking to
move. 

The proposed new location,
just south of the Arlington-Jackson
intersection, is zoned industrial
and is surrounded by industrial
and commercial uses. Years ago it
did house a community residential
facility for women, Norhaven.
More recently is has been used as
adult day care, a restaurant and of-
fice space. Johnson said that the

building is appropriate for VOA’s
proposed use and that the institu-
tional use continued into the
1990s. The VOA use would have
provided 20 jobs.

VOA representatives, including
a man who was able to make a suc-
cessful transition back into society
thanks to the program, said their
use is a good fit for the building
and the area. VOA Minnesota CEO
and President Paula Hart said the
nonprofit would pay the city the

equivalent of the property taxes for
the site, if the program could locate
there. If VOA ever left the site, the
city would have first right of refusal
for the land and it wouldn’t be sold
to another community residential
facility user.

Hart also pointed out that one
in five of the agency’s re-entry
clients are from St. Paul.

Opponents said the issue is
not VOA but one of land use. Dis-
trict 6 Community Organizer Kerry

Antrim said that the plans for the
site call for industrial reuse and job
creation. “We are clear on job cre-
ation, we are clear on keeping our
industrial land industrial,” she said. 

Attorney Kirsten Libby repre-
sented the District 6 Planning
Council. She said the project does-
n’t meet the city’s standards for a
conditional use permit and that the
number of residents proposed is a
400 percent increase over what is
allowed.

Volunteers of America for North End voted down by St. Paul City Council


