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By JAN WILLMS
Dr. Greg Hynan of Hynan

Chiropractic, 475 University Ave.
W., is one of three generations of
family who have worked as chiro-
practors on University Avenue, be-
ginning with his grandfather in
1923.

With the anticipated con-
struction of the Central Corridor,
Hynan is not worried about his
own business, but he does fear
that some of the neighboring
small businesses may not survive.

“I don’t know whether light
rail is good or bad for the area,”
Hynan said, “but I don’t think we
have a lot of options...(But) if
parking is blocked in front of
their business site, will customers
decide not to use them? Will they
be able to handle that downturn
in revenue?”

Hynan said he had been on
the Avenue for 28 years, and his
brother joined him in 1985.

Hynan, along with 20 other
individuals, has formed a steering
committee through the University
Avenue Business Association (UA-
BA) to address concerns over the
impending Light Rail Transit
(LRT).

Hynan feels the UABA is
valuable because it was formed
around specific issues—LRT and
the dire need for parking space
once the LRT comes to the corri-
dor.

Hynan said some University
Avenue residents are extremely
opinionated about LRT, some are
in favor and others know nothing.
“There’s a significant disconnect,”
he claimed. He said the chal-
lenges presented by the LRT pro-
vide an opportunity to develop a
great business association.

“In a nutshell, it’s what we’re
about,” he said.

He said everyone along Uni-
versity Avenue should be influen-
tial in some way as to how light
rail develops.

Hynan said the parking situa-
tion for small businesses in the
wake of light rail is drawing the
merchants together.

“With housing,” Hynan said,
“they say Location! Location! Lo-
cation! For commercial property,
it’s Parking! Parking! Parking!”

Linda Winsor, assistant direc-

tor of University United and an
organizer for UABA, said that
parking is a critical issue, tied in
with construction. 

“It’s projected there will be an
85 per cent loss of street parking
upon completion of the LRT,” she
said. 

UABA has been addressing
the issues anticipated with the ad-
vent of light rail at its monthly
meetings that have been focusing
on construction mitigation for
small businesses.

The impending light rail and
its relationship to University Av-
enue merchants has not been an
easy process, according to Winsor.

“There has been a lack of in-
formation in timely fashion from
the Met Council, especially the
Business Advisory Council, the
city and county, about the LRT
project,” Winsor stated. 

She said businesses have not
been notified about the construc-
tion schedule, the scope of the
project, the sequence, the traffic
flow and temporary parking.

“Are sidewalks going to be
torn up at the same time as the
road? “she asked. She said many
questions remain unanswered.

Winsor said during construc-
tion, there might be 30 to 50 per
cent less revenue for retail busi-
nesses. She said owners need to
know about streetscape elements,
what assessments they can expect
and public signage.

“The Business Advisory
Council (BAC) has done nothing
but hold information close to
their vests,” Winsor said. “Proper-
ty tax information is lacking also.”

Winsor expressed concern
that the process has not had
meaningful small business input. 

“They (small business own-
ers) are feeling like no matter
what they say, they have seen no
result of their input making any
changes,” she noted.

“As a result of these things
small businesses are unable to
plan for their future,” Winsor
said. “This might be a good time
to do façade improvement or re-

modeling projects, and they all
should be coordinated with LRT
construction.”

Hynan said a number of
businesses along University Av-
enue are relatively young busi-
nesses, still having to struggle, and
could be put in jeopardy during
the LRT construction process.

“My patients will come, but
that may not be true for smaller
businesses,” he said. “University
Avenue is an unusual street. It is
not Grand Avenue or Hennepin
Avenue,” Hynan said. 

“I have watched developers
get permits to build, with no ac-
cess to the avenue for parking,” he
said. “I don’t know what their
plan is.”

Laura Baenen, communica-
tions manager for the Central
Corridor LRT Project, and Robin
Caufman, manager of public in-
volvement under the auspices of
the Met Council, feel they have
made 
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light rail construction

Dr. Greg Hynan of Hynan Chiropractic, 475 University Ave. W., is one of three generations of family who have
worked as chiropractors on University Avenue, beginning with his grandfather in 1923. With the anticipated construc-
tion of the Central Corridor, Hynan fears that some of his neighboring small businesses may not survive. (Photo by De-
nis Jeong Plaster)

"If parking is blocked in front
of their business site...Will
they be able to handle that
downturn in revenue?"

- Dr. Greg Hynan
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a strong effort to provide LRT in-
formation to both small business-
es and residents along University
Avenue.

“We have had meetings at
nights, on weekends and early in
the morning,” Baenen said. “We
have gone out to grocery stores,
fairs and festivals, because we
know some people do not like to
attend government meetings.”

She said there have been a se-
ries of business listening sessions,
where the Met Council can hear
what people’s concerns are. Cauf-
man said meetings have also been
held in other languages, Viet-
namese, Spanish and Hmong. 

Baenen said that as far as the
construction schedule, there are a
lot of hurdles to get through and
the process is too early for that in-
formation to be disseminated. 

“I know everyone is chomp-
ing at the bit,” she said, “but we
are not withholding information.
We know the concerns to the com-

munity, and we will be getting the
word out.”

Caufman said studies on traf-
fic flow along University Avenue
and downtown St. Paul are posted
on the website, centralcorri-
dor.org. The website also has in-
formation on parking concerns.

Caufman said the BAC is a
standing committee that meets
monthly. Twenty-five individuals,
representatives from small and
large businesses as well as non-
profits, participate.

“You don’t have to be a busi-
ness owner to attend,” she said.
“Anyone is welcome to attend.”
The group has been meeting for
the past two years, with an agenda
set every month.

Baenen said the LRT construc-
tion will try to work around spe-
cific events. 

“We would not want to be
working at Snelling and University
during the State Fair,” she said as
an example.

Regarding possible assess-
ments for small businesses, Cauf-
man said the $915 million project
is being funded 50 per cent by lo-
cal entities, such as Ramsey and
Hennepin Counties and the state.
There is also the new sales tax ini-
tiated to fund light rail. The other
50 per cent is funded by federal
money.

“Construction work is sched-
uled to start in 2010, with light rail
operating by 2014,” Caufman
said.

Meanwhile, Winsor said that
UABA has offered small business-
es a chance to gather and discuss
their needs. She said the group al-
so gives elected officials and deci-
sion-makers information on what
would be helpful for the small
business owner. 

As part of that outreach, Sen.
Patricia Torres Ray is addressing
the group Jan. 15. She is the au-
thor of a bill which passed 61-0 in
the senate’s last session that in-
structs the Commissioner of
Transportation to study and report
to the legislature on ways to help
small businesses affected by con-
struction.

“Even before I became a sena-
tor I heard complaints from small
business owners about the impact
of road construction on their busi-
ness,” Sen. Torres Ray said. 

“She is passionate about
small businesses and their place in
communities,” Winsor said. “She
sees the need for University Av-
enue to get organized because of
the real issues when under con-
struction.”

Businesses have also been
asked to complete a survey, priori-
tizing the major issues that con-
cern them with light rail. Those is-
sues are to be presented at the
meeting.

On Jan. 29 UABA will discuss
alternatives to eliminating street
parking on University Avenue. 

“UABA is a very young and
evolving group that is really trying
to dig in and take action,” Winsor
said. “If we have good transporta-
tion, but empty storefronts, things
are not working. We have to fight
for a piece of the pie.”

On February 9, the Como
Woodland Outdoor Classroom
(CWOC) Advisory Committee
will vote to give a Woodland
Stewardship Award to Tami
Limberg’s class of junior high
students from Great River
School. During their 2008 fall
semester, the students worked
on a variety of activities that
benefited the Como Woodland
(a volunteer, environmental ed-
ucation project in Como Park
that depends on student partici-
pation in both planning and ex-
ecution). Eco Education guided
the Great River School students
in this community service en-
deavor. 

In the students’ own words:

“We had many ideas for helping
with this project such as restor-
ing the Joyce Kilmer Memorial
or Cascades. We decided to do
projects, such as, building blue-
bird houses, pulling buckthorn,
and going out and telling peo-
ple by making flyers and pass-
ing them out. We are creating a
photo essay and an article for
The Daily Planet online news-
paper.” It is with deep gratitude
that the CWOC Advisors recog-
nize the work these young ur-
ban stewards have done to im-
prove their local communities’
environment. To view a Power-
Point presentation produced by
the Great River School students,
visit: www.comowoodland.org 
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“You have such an intuitive sense as to what will help,
and you are such a calming influence.  You are very
good at talking through what needs to be done and

then doing it.” K.T., Roseville

Como Woodland Advisors to honor 
Great River School Students

Contact information for 
LRT concerns: 

Community outreach coordinator: 
Rita Rodriguez, 651-602-1645

Website: www.centralcorridor.org

E-mail: centralcorridor@metc.state.mn.us 

The BAC meets the third Monday of the
month at the Court International Building,
2550 University Ave. W., St. Paul. 

Sharon Shinomiya (left), a Como Park volunteer, accepts six bluebird
nestboxes built and donated by Great River students. Great River student
Alaena Hatting (right), along with fellow students, took action to im-
prove various aspects of Como Park through their participation in Eco
Education's Urban Stewards program.
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By JANE MCCLURE
Further changes to the Cen-

tral Corridor plans will be sent to
the Federal Transportation Admin-
istration (FTA) in mid-January.
The Central Corridor’s Corridor
Management Committee reviewed
the project changes last month, af-
ter a series of public meetings. If
the $914.8 million light rail proj-
ect wins approval, the changes
could affect where trains are main-
tained and stored in St. Paul’s
Lowertown neighborhood. The
changes will also be seen along
the entire route, with 19 sites se-
lected for structures that will
house signal controls and power
stations. Most of those sites are
along University Avenue.

Last month the final Environ-
mental Impact Statement or EIS
was sent to cities and counties,
cities and other project partners
for a final review. Central Corridor
Project director Mark Fuhrmann
said that any comments on the
plan have to be submitted in a
week, so that any needed changes
can be made to meet the January
deadline.

During the first week of De-
cember about 150 people turned
out for a series of meetings on the
final EIS. The meetings provided
information about the new loca-
tion for the Lowertown operations
and maintenance facility, as well
as every proposed location along
the route for signal bungalows
and electrical power stations. The
latest plan changes can be seen at
www.centralcorridor.org

Metropolitan Council is plan-
ning the light rail line, which will
connect downtown St. Paul and

Minneapolis. Most of its route ex-
tends along University Avenue. 

Under a timeline reviewed by
the Corridor Management Com-
mittee, a decision by the FTA on
the project is expected in May. If
the go-ahead is given, final design
work can begin in summer 2009.
Construction of the rail line itself
would start in 2010, with opera-
tions starting in 2014.

The earliest physical improve-
ments the public would see would
be the start of traffic changes
around the University of Minneso-
ta’s East Bank campus, which
would start in the summer. These
changes would be needed when
motor vehicles are detoured off of
part of Washington Avenue to
make way for light rail.

Utility relocation in down-
town St. Paul would also begin
then. Fuhrmann noted that when
Hiawatha Corridor was built in
downtown Minneapolis, 13 differ-
ent underground utilities had to
be relocated.

In downtown St. Paul, one of
the challenges is working with
District Energy. The utility pro-
vides heating and cooling services
for most of downtown as well as
the state capitol area. That means
work has to be done where there
is not demand for air condition-
ing or heat in buildings.

The biggest change is the
move of the operations and main-
tenance facility, from Ramsey
County-owned land near Union
Depot to a warehouse that was
part of the Diamond Products fac-
tory. 

“The project just skyrocketed
in costs,” said Gary Erickson of the

Central Corridor project staff.
Costs rose from $47.3 million to
$100 million, then were win-
nowed back down to $71.1 mil-
lion before the project won Metro-
politan Council approval in Sep-
tember. The scaled-back facility
eliminated a number of features,
including additional track work,
site work, train washing equip-
ment and walls and doors for the
storage shed. The loss of walls and
doors prompted some committee
members to compare the stripped-
down facility to a carport.

Project staff looked at locat-
ing the facility elsewhere in Lower-
town before choosing Diamond
Products, which has an estimated
cost of $65.5 million. The build-
ing eyed as a site is one of the two
vacant Diamond Products build-
ings in Lowertown, just west of the
LaFayette Bridge. Diamond Prod-
ucts was a spin-off of Gillette Cor-
poration, which operated in St.
Paul for many years.

Erickson said that the original
operation and maintenance facili-
ty site caused a number of prob-
lems for project planners. Had the
facility been located by the Union
Depot concourse, physical
changes would have to have been
made to a Union Depot platform.
Because the depot is a historic
landmark, that required review by
the State Historic Preservation Of-
fice.

The site also conflicts with
Ramsey County’s long-term plans
to turn the old depot concourse
area into a multi-modal transit
hub, with light rail, bus, com-

CONTINUED ON PAGE 12
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By JANE MCCLURE
In the movie Groundhog Day,

a man finds himself doing the
same thing over and over again.
That may be how local elected offi-
cials feel as they prepare to redo
2009 budgets that were adopted in
December.

The St. Paul City Council and
Ramsey County board set maxi-
mum levies and adopted budgets
for 2009 in December but are
starting all over again now as Min-
nesota’ budget crisis and Gov. Tim
Pawlenty’s actions in late Decem-
ber to unallot Local Government
Aid (LGA) to cities and program
aids to counties put 2008 spend-
ing plans out of balance. For 2009,
the potential for even more cuts in
state dollars has local elected offi-
cials prepared for the worst.

St. Paul City Council, Mayor
Chris Coleman’s administration
and city department heads meet
Jan. 14 to start discussing more
budget cuts for 2009. Last month
the mayor enacted a hiring freeze
and put what few new initiatives

are in the 2009 budget on hold.
That means not hiring 14 new po-
lice officers and one fire fighter,
not adding morning library hours
and putting the brakes on any un-
necessary city spending. It means
not adding staff at the Oxford
Community Center’s Jimmy Lee
Recreation Center and Oxford
Pool, not hiring a bicycle-pedestri-
an coordinator, not hiring staff to
assist with the 2010 U.S. Census
and leaving other positions vacant.
It takes away the Civic Organiza-
tions Partnership Program
(COPP), which for years has fund-
ed the Youth Service Bureau,
Southern Minnesota Regional Le-
gal Services and a whole host of
other programs.

Coleman has asked all city de-
partment heads to prepare budget-
cutting plans for trimming up to
20 percent of spending.

What’s not clear is the impact
on the planned Como Park Circu-
lator, a bus designed to transport
people to and from park facilities
and ease the parking crunch there.

Pawlenty had to make $426
million in cuts to balance the cur-
rent state budget. Those cuts were
announced Dec. 19. Cities and
counties took a hit of about $110
million. St. Paul lost $5.7 million.
Statewide, Minneapolis took the
largest LGA cut, of $13.1 million.

Counties also took their
lumps. Ramsey County sustained a
$4.3 million cut and Hennepin
County lost $10.6 million.

For most local governments
that money has already been
spent. Coleman said St. Paul will
have to borrow money to meet ba-
sic obligations.

But the bigger cuts may be
ahead. Elected officials are bracing
themselves for Jan. 26, when Paw-
lenty presents the next state budg-
et. State officials anticipate a $4.85
billion deficit in the next two-year
budget cycle, which is likely to
mean even more difficulty cuts
and choices ahead. 

Local elected officials agreed it
is difficult to adopt budgets when
there is so much uncertainty. For

2009 cuts are inevitable as proper-
ty taxes cannot be raised any more.
Cities and counties have to set
maximum levies by Sept. 15 for
the following year. School districts
face an annual Sept. 30 deadline.

St. Paul adopted its 2009 city
budget and maximum levy Dec.
17. St. Paul Public Schools and
Ramsey County acted Dec. 16. The
St. Paul Public Schools’ adopted
budget for 2008-2009 is $628.1
million. About 11.3 percent of dis-
trict dollars come from property
taxes. Property taxpayers paid
$102.9 million to support the
2008-2009 budget. The levy in-
creases 3.9 percent, to $106.9 mil-
lion for the 2009-2010 budget. The
school district budget year starts in
July and ends in June; the city and
county operate on a calendar year.
Schools were held harmless in
Pawlenty’s December unallotment
process.

City and county officials
adopted their budgets just days be-
fore the unallotment decisions.
Victoria Reinhardt, who chairs

Ramsey County’s budget commit-
tee, said that while commissioners
worked hard for several months to
prepare a budget and strike a bal-
ance between competing needs,
the hard tasks are ahead.

“We do have a lot of work
ahead of us,” Reinhardt said.
“Everybody will be working on
very difficult issues, during what
will be a very difficult budget
year.”

The County Board passed its
budget on a 6-1 vote with Com-
missioner Janice Rettman op-
posed. Rettman said the county
should make more budget cuts
now, rather than waiting.

The 2009 county budget is
$588.9 million. Of that amount,
$247.4 million is property taxes.
The county is also levying $19.9
million for its regional rail author-
ity budget of $32.7 million. The
property tax levy for county opera-
tions and light rail is increasing
4.2 percent, from $262 million to
$272.9 million.

The St. Paul City Council
adopted its budget unanimously
Dec. 17 although there was evi-
dent frustration at the last-minute
scramble to make spending cuts.
Actions by the council and mayor
that day put about $4.2 million in
contingency. But the council also
had to bring its 2008 spending in
balance, allocating $2.6 million to
fill holes in this year’s budget.
Cost overruns in overtime and
benefits in some departments, as
well as overspending in several ar-
eas, left that gap to be filled.

“This feels like we got oat-
meal for breakfast when we were
expecting Lucky Charms,” said
Ward Five Council Member Lee
Helgen.

But Council President Kathy
Lantry noted there is little the city
can do. She said the city is doing
everything it can to bridge the
budget gap but that more pain is
inevitable. In recent weeks council
members have talked about every-
thing from diverting more Neigh-
borhood Sales Tax Revitalization
(STAR) dollars to pay for capital
purchases to scaling back or even
canceling the upcoming Long-
Range Capital Improvement Budg-
et (CIB) process. Some neighbor-
hoods are even discussing the
prospect of shuttering more recre-
ation centers, a step the city took
in 2008. Helgen said he knows of
at least one neighborhood that is
talking about having an older
recreation center torn down and
replaced with a basketball court or
smaller amenity, rather than main-
tain a deteriorated building.

Difficult budget times are
ahead, said Ward Three Council
Member Pat Harris. “I think peo-
ple have no idea of how bad
things could get.” Harris served on
a council committee that made
spending cuts in 2003, the last
time LGA was slashed. He fears it
will be much worse this time
around.

The council adopted 2009
budgets of $633 for all depart-
ments and the libraries. The com-
bined budgets are expected to in-
crease by 5.9 percent. The city pro-
poses an 8 percent levy increase
The city plans to collect $87.14
million in property taxes next year,
an increase of $6.6 million. The
city will also levy $2.1 million for
the St. Paul Port Authority opera-
tions.
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By JANE MCCLURE
Could a war of words and

litigation send the Central Corri-
dor light rail projects off of the
tracks? Minnesota Public Radio’s
high-profile fight against putting
the rail line down Cedar Avenue
in downtown St. Paul has project
proponents scrambling. Some
fear that MPR’s threat to sue
could doom the entire project.

The $915 million light rail
project, which would connect
downtown St. Paul to the Hi-
awatha Line in downtown Min-
neapolis, is in the final stages of
preliminary project design.

MPR has broadcast an-
nouncements stating its concern
and has also detailed those issues
on its Web site. The campaign
has resulted in many calls, letters
and emails, from as far away as
Japan, in support of MPR.

The broadcaster is concerned
that noise and vibrations from
trains could interfere with
recordings at its Cedar Street
recording studios. In a Dec. 10
letter to Central Corridor offi-
cials, MPR said that the noise
and vibrations could very well
shut down its “highly sensitive
broadcast center” and leave the
broadcaster with no other option
but to sue. 

MPR has argued that while
has been aware of the potential
for LRT by its facilities for some
time only recently has it been
aware of what letters describe as
a “significant negative impact”
on the radio stations’ facilities.
MPR has concert facilities as well

as recording and broadcast stu-
dios. The broadcaster has also
taken issue with the studies done
on noise and vibrations and has
questioned their adequacy.

The concerns about noise
and vibrations on Cedar are also
shared by two neighboring
churches, Central Presbyterian
Church and the Church of St.
Louis. Trains will pass within less
than 20 feet of the MPR facilities
and the churches. The churches
have raised concerns about noise
and vibration, as well as access to
their front doors for services and
events.

Vibrations and noise are also
an issue at the University of Min-
nesota’s East Bank campus,
where the rail line will travel
near research labs and facilities.
In December the Central Corri-
dor project staff issued a report
stating that the concerns can be
mitigated there, just as they can
be in downtown St. Paul.

The MPR dispute has so frus-
trated Metropolitan Council
Chair Peter Bell, St. Paul Mayor
Chris Coleman and other light
rail supporters that a back-and-
forth flurry of public statements
has begun. Bell has rapped MPR
for using its airwaves and Web
site to rally its supporters against
the Cedar Street alignment. He
and other officials point out that
there has been extensive testing,
using Federal Transportation Ad-
ministration (FTA) guidelines,
and that the project planners can
implement steps to mitigate vi-
brations and noise.

Bell and others have rejected
the notion of moving the line off
of Cedar Street, after so many
years of planning. “Cedar Street
was properly chosen for the
alignment. Cedar Street remains
the route,” he said. He and other
officials point out that Cedar has
been studied as a rail alignment
since the 1980s.

Bell also has stated that re-
opening the decision about the
Cedar alignment would cost tens
of millions of dollars and would
delay the Central Corridor proj-
ect for at least one year. 

Mayor Coleman has also
sounded off on the controversy,
expressing concern that the MPR
concerns could kill the entire
Central Corridor project. In late
December Coleman, Bell and
Ramsey County Regional Rail Au-
thority Chairperson Jim McDo-
nough issued a second statement
detailing their concerns. They
outlined the history of Cedar be-
ing part of the downtown LRT
alignment and pointed out that
not putting rail there would
mean abandoning part of the
line that has potentially high rid-
ership.

The three officials also note
that MPR chose to expand its
Cedar facilities several years ago,
while knowing that light rail
would be passing by those facili-
ties. As to MPR’s claims that
there is no other rail line so close
to a facility like there, the three
officials argued that “Rail transit 

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10
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Choua is a terrific student. Having studied English for only
three years, she is already able to converse with friends,
read academic texts and perform her classroom tasks. More
importantly, she is always anxious to learn and excited to be
in school. Choua helps friends through problems and very
maturely speaks up whenever she or someone else is
being hurt or picked on. That is probably the biggest reason
she deserves this award. 

Choua is one of the 7th grade’s finest Peace Builders, and
New Spirit School is proud to work with her. 

Congratulations to Choua Thao and her family on her
selection as New Spirit School’s Star Student of the
Month. 

New Spirit’s Star Student of the month receives a $25 gift certificate for a local bookstore.

New Spirit School offers small class sizes, a content-rich curriculum, and a
focus on character education. New Spirit School currently has openings for 
K - 8 students. For more information on our tuition free K - 8 program please

CALL 651-225-9177
260 Edmund Avenue (One block west of Marion Street) 

New Spirit School’s

STAR STUDENT

This month we honor,
Choua Thao, 7th Grade

Possible MPR litigation
could derail Central
Corridor projects



By JAN WILLMS
Johnny will still be able to

get a hot breakfast, and Mary
some tutoring with reading this
next school year in St. Paul Pub-
lic Schools (SPPS). But other
programs may suffer as educa-
tion faces one of its most chal-
lenging times in recent history
with extensive budget cuts.

With a shortfall of at least
$15 million predicted, SPPS is
instituting a district-wide hiring
freeze.

“Without a doubt, this is
one of the worst times I have
seen,” said Lois Rockney, SPPS
chief business officer.

“We are definitely seeing a
shortfall because of declining en-
rollment,” she said.  “That
means fewer students, and we
get our money based on the
number of students, so all de-
partments will be impacted.”

She said the school district
is trying not to do across-the-
board cuts, analyzing its budget
very carefully.

“We really need to look at
which programs are effective,
and which are not,” she said.

“We’re looking at everything
we spend our money on and try-
ing to do an in-depth analysis.”
Rockney said the district is trying

to make changes in ways that
will not strongly affect the stu-
dents. 

“We provide breakfast to
every child in the district
through a federal subsidy,” she
said, “and that is not going to be
impacted.” She added that
grants, such as the three-year
BioSMART grant in place at Ar-
lington High School, will not be
affected. 

Rockney said SPPS can sur-
vive this difficult period. 

“We have been in a budget-
cutting mode for years,” she
said, “but enrollment is cyclical.
This is the same pattern that we

saw in the early 1980s. Enroll-
ment plateaus in three to four
years, and we need to live on the
revenue provided to us. Reces-
sion is cyclical, also.”

Rockney added that educa-
tors will need to be very watch-
ful of what is happening at the
Legislature, also.

“It will not be easy, not in
Minnesota or across the nation,
but we will survive,” she said.

Also casting a hopeful, if
wary, eye at the New Year and
budget cuts is Keith Hardy, serv-
ing his first term on the SPPS
district school board.

“We are still waiting for the

forecast on the coming year,” he
said. He said federally funded
programs would not be affected,
but the budget shortfall could af-
fect programs that develop from
a federal mandate. 

For example, Hardy said cer-
tain schools that fall short of re-
quirements of No Child Left Be-
hind are supposed to provide tu-
toring for students at a certain
level. He said with budget cuts,
the school district has to pay a
tutoring organization if staff is
not available, or rely on a grant
or community partners for assis-
tance. 

“I just met with the director
of America Reads,” Hardy said.
The program, through a grant
provided to St.  Catherine’s,
funds college students to assist
K-12 pupils with reading.

Hardy said the program of-
fers a good partnership, but it is
available in only three St. Paul
schools.

He said that this past year,
Arlington and other schools
have lost quite a number of staff
members and that has to be
dealt with.

“Capital Expenditure and
Education Adequacy has been
doing a study about our build-
ings,” Hardy said. “The group
has gone onto all the building
sites and looked at the structure
and everything associated with
the building  —how it is being
used and what the grounds are
like.” He said the group is study-
ing education adequacy by deter-
mining if each class has the right
number of sections.

“Out of this study we are ex-
pecting some recommendations
at our February board meeting,”
Hardy said. “Are we using our
space appropriately? Do we have
to look at mergers?”

Hardy said that different
schools have different possibili-
ties. With enrollment dropping,
there may be fewer students par-
ticipating in the BioSMART pro-
gram at Arlington, and some of
that space could possibly be
used in a different way. Hum-
boldt is making some space in
its junior high buildings. Adams
Spanish Immersion, on the oth-
er hand, is over-filled, according
to Hardy, and some other op-
tions are needed there.

“We want to make good, ef-
ficient use of current buildings,
locations and administrative
sites,” he said. “The tough con-
versation will be if we have to
look at closing any schools. That
is not planned now, but it could
happen.”

Hardy said the state legisla-
ture, at best, will be fortunate if
it can hold the current funding.

“The main thing I am going
to be looking at as a board
member is using the money we
currently have as effectively and
responsibly as we can,” Hardy
added.

Considering the current eco-
nomic picture, Hardy said he
was glad there is a hiring freeze

CONTINUED ON PAGE 7
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We’ll make your payments

St. Paul Schools faces critical
time in face of budget cuts

Check us out online at: www.monitorsaintpaul.com



Budget
cuts
Continued from page 6

on right now, although he knows
some positions will have to be
replaced, such as Rockney’s. She
is due to retire soon.

Hardy said SPPS is trying to

build programs for its English
Language Learner (ELL) students.
He mentioned Hmong and So-
mali programs that are gaining in
strength. 

“My concern is that we keep
our programs balanced,” he said.
“We need to keep up our Gifted
and Talented program as well.
We are mandated to keep special
education going. We don’t want
to lose any particular segment of
the student population.”

He cited transportation

needs and magnet schools.
“We need to see what we can

do to streamline programs, but
we want to keep school choice an
option,” he stated.

Hardy said that although
charter schools are also going
through some difficulties, cultur-
al and language immersion
schools are the toughest compe-
tition for SPPS.

“I have some hope,” Hardy
said. “I am liking some of the
early words of Obama’s choice

for Secretary of Education, Arne
Duncan. He wants to fund pub-
lic education, but not rely so
heavily on property tax levies. I
hope he follows through on
that.”

Hardy said that there is cur-
rently a lot of focus on E-3, but
he also wants to see attention
paid to grades 9-12, graduation
rates and retention of students.
“We still need to keep working
with the achievement gap (be-
tween minority students and

Caucasian students),” he noted.
He said St. Paul is working

hard to get rid of soft bigotry
and low expectations. “We need
to realize that minority students
are capable of taking accelerated
classes,” he said.

Considering the upcoming
year, Hardy said he can think of
three areas where the communi-
ty can participate.

“First, share your ideas with
us,” he said. “As a board mem-
ber, I need public input more
than ever this year. There are on-
ly seven of us on the board, and
we can’t figure it all out by our-
selves.”

Hardy said the second great-
est need is for volunteers. 

“Volunteer wherever you
can,” Hardy encouraged. “For ex-
ample, there is one whole
church congregation who volun-
teers. There are grandmothers
volunteering. We have great
teachers, but there are only so
many ways we can stretch them.”

His third request is for peo-
ple to contact their legislators. 

“The transportation people
and the sports stadium people
are there,” he said. “We need to
make ourselves heard. You may
feel legislators are not accessible,
but most of them will respond
to e-mail. Even reach out to na-
tional leaders. As a school board
body, we will spend more time
at the state capitol than we have
in the past.”

Hardy admitted things will
not be easy.

“We may have to look at the
sacred cow of conference sports
that is usually untouched,” he
said. At the same time, he hopes
to strengthen physical education
programs, and he said he is a big
supporter of theater, music and
the arts. 

“We’ll be looking line by
line this year at the budget,”
Hardy said. “It will be quite a
year, from that standpoint.”
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School Board Member Keith Hardy helps with a robotics class at Highland Park Junior High. (Photo by Denis Jeong Plaster)
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North End holds Winter
Carnival January 22-23
North End Winter Carnival and
Resource Fair on Thursday Jan. 22
from 5:30-7 p.m. at North End
Elementary School. All North End
neighborhood residents are invited
to an evening of family fun with din-
ner, games, live music and drawings
for prizes. Win tickets to TWINSFEST
2009. Come meet the East Side
Family Center and East Side
Learning Center. Organized by
North End Elementary School in col-
laboration with District 6 Planning
Council. For more information 
go to www.northend.spps.org 
or contact Anne Gomez at
anne.gomez@spps.org or at 651-
293-8795 x250 for more informa-
tion.

Winter barn dances at
Hamline Church
Hamline United Methodist
Church, 1514 Englewood
Avenue, will host two Community
Barn Dances on Friday, January
23 and Friday, February 27.

Barn Dances are open to all
ages and stages—singles, 
couples, and families and fea-
ture traditional American folk
dancing accompanied by a three-
piece Appalachian string band.
Robin, the dance caller, teaches all
the dances.

Dancing is from 7-9 p.m. For
more information, contact the
church office at 651-645-0667 or
check out the Friends & Fellowship
page at www.hamlinechurch.org.

District 6 takes donations
District 6 will be taking donations
of canned soup and crackers for lo-
cal food shelves. In this tough eco-

nomic time, food shelves are being
used more often and by more of
our neighbors. Please donate soup
and crackers until the end of Febru-
ary to the D-6 office at 213 Front
Avenue or to Mike’s Complete Auto
Care at 1174 Rice Street

Our 2008 Neighborhood
Nominees for the District Council
Neighborhood Honor Roll are
Lynn Belgea, Ray Andresen and
Herb and Brian Yoch-Do it Best
Hardware. You can read their bios
on our website at . 

Neighborhood Plan News:
There will be a Community Condi-
tions Report for the public on
Thursday, January 15th at 6:30 p.m.
at the Rice Street Recreation Center,
1021 Marion Street. The Neighbor-
hood Plan will be presented on
February 19th and March 4th be-
ginning at 6:30 p.m. Both the pres-
entation meetings will be at St.
Bernard’s Parish Center, 147 Gera-
nium. 

If you don’t know if you are
included in an existing Block Club
or want to start a club with your
neighbors call us at 651-488-7684
for more information on Crime
Prevention, Block Clubs and ways
to get involved!

There is a Block Club dinner
party for those of you who live
within Dale, Jessamine to Como,
Edgar, Simon and Maywood Place.
Please call Amy at 612-965-1489 to
RSVP or the office at 651-488-7684
if you need clarification. 

Orchid Show Jan. 24-25
During the Saint Paul Winter Car-
nival, winter and all it’s glory, snow,
ice and frigid temperatures, are cel-
ebrated.  One event stands out and
gives attendees a way to escape to
the tropics without even getting on
a plane, the Winter Carnival Orchid
Show at the Marjorie McNeely
Conservatory January 24 and 25.  

Hundreds of orchid plants
owned by individual and commer-

cial orchid growers transform the
Marjorie McNeely Conservatory in-
to a tropical wonderland where in-
stead of King Boreas, orchids rule.
Besides witnessing the beautiful
plants and displays, vendors will be
offering plants and other wares.

The Winter Carnival Orchid
Show will be held on January 24
and 25 at the Marjorie McNeely
Conservatory at Como Park Zoo
and Conservatory in Saint Paul
from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Admission is
$5 for adults and $3 for children 12
years and younger. 

Nova Classical 
Academy notes
Nova Classical Academy, currently a
K-8 public charter school, will be
adding grade nine in the fall of
2009 and will continue its expan-
sion to a full K-12 school. Nova will
host upcoming Enrollment Events
(see our ad in this issue for dates).
Interested parents are encouraged
to attend one of these events to
learn more about Nova and our
classical curriculum, meet faculty
and students and tour the school.
School Day Tours for parents are
also offered Tuesday through
Thursday at 9:30 a.m. and Student
Shadow Days Tuesday and
Thursday 9 a.m.-3:40 p.m. for
grades 6-9 by registration. For more
information please visit our website
at www.novaclassical.org.

New Bible Studies 
at Jehovah Lutheran
Two new Bible studies begin in Jan-
uary at Jehovah Lutheran Church,
corner of Snelling and Thomas in
the Midway   one meeting Sundays
at 9 a.m. for all adults and one al-
ternate Wednesdays at 6:30 p.m.
Both are small group format 

with interaction, DVD lec-
ture/discussion, coffee and snack
time and prayer.

The Sunday class topic for
Jan/Feb is Rediscovering
The Apostles’ Creed, an in-depth
look at each terse phrase of this
universal creed stemming from the
early church’s crisp summary of the
radical beliefs of Christ-followers.
Twelve respected professors give
short commentary; a companion
guide provokes interaction. 

The Wednesday evening class
begins A Woman’s Heart: God’s
Dwelling Place, using the Beth
Moore study guide and based on a
unique look at the Book of Exodus.
For more information please call
Dawn at the church office, 651-644-
1421, or check the website at
www.jehovahlutheran.org.

Caregivers Support 
Group begins Jan. 20
Make a New Year’s Resolution to
take better care of yourself so that
you can continue taking good care
of others!

Being a caregiver for a loved
one requires an abundance of emo-
tional and physical energy. You can
take care of others only by taking
care of yourself, including talking
about your caregiving journey and
gathering more resources. Sessions
will include a brief education com-
ponent plus time to talk. By partici-
pating, you can support yourself
and others in the journey of care-
giving.

Coordinated by Lyngblomsten
Community Wellness & Education,
this Caregivers Support Group will
be held on the 3rd Tuesdays of the
month (starting 01/20/09) from
6:30 –8  p.m. at Lyngblomsten (use
the “Visitors Entrance” at 1415
Almond Avenue). The sessions are
FREE. Materials and snacks includ-
ed. No pre-registration needed;

come as often as you are able. 
For more information, contact
Bonnie Connolly, MS, RN 
at (651) 414-5293 or bconnol-
ly@lyngblomsten.org.

Readings by the Hearth at
Hamline Library
The Fireside Literary Series returns
for its 15th year starting January 15
at the Hamline Midway Branch Li-
brary, 1558 West Minnehaha Av-
enue.  Warm your heart and enliv-
en your spirits as some of Minneso-
ta’s best writers share their works
during fireside readings sponsored
by The Friends of the Saint Paul
Public Library.  The programs begin
at 7 p.m. and are accompanied by
coffee, cookies and book signings.  

The series kicks off with Julie
Kramer on January 15, reading
from her impressive thriller,
Stalking Susan, where investigative
TV journalist Riley Spartz searches
for a serial killer targeting women
named Susan.  John Coy and Julie
Schumacher join the Fireside line
up to read from their new young
adult novels on January 22.  On
February 5, acclaimed poet and
memoirist David Mura reads from
his debut novel, Famous Suicides of
the Japanese Empire.  Twelve
Branches author Nora Murphy
reads from her new book, Knitting
the Threads of Time on February
12.  The Fireside Series closes with
an evening of poetry on February
19, as James Cihlar and William
Reichard read from their recent col-
lections.  The Fireside Series is spon-
sored by The Friends of the Saint
Paul Public Library and Micawber’s
Books. For more information, con-
tact The Friends at 651-222-3242 or
visit www.thefriends.org.  

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10
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In Our
Community
Continued from page 9

Activities at Rice St. Library
The Rice Street Branch Library
has many programs and activities
planned for January. Please stop
in and join us!

Digital Television — Are you
Ready? will be the topic of Senior

Social Time on Thursday Jan. 15,
from 1-2 p.m. Learn how to con-
vert your television to digital sig-
nals and have your questions an-
swered about the digital conver-
sion occurring in February 2009.

A Bilingual Spanish-English
story time will be offered on Fri-
day, Jan. 16 from 10:30-11 a.m.  

On Wednesday, Jan. 21 at
6:30, join authors Lee Ann Land-
strom & Karen I. Shragg as they
read from their children’s book
Nature’s Yucky: Gross Stuff That
Helps Nature Work .

The North End Book Club
will be discussing Friday Night
Knitting Club on Monday Janu-
ary 26, from 12:45 -2:30 p.m. For
more information or to register,
please call Sandy at 651-293-
8811. This group is offered in
partnership with North End
Community Education.

Would you like to help your
child find books he/she wants to
read? Learn the tricks children’s
librarians use to keep kids read-
ing when you attend Family
Read: Books Kids Want to Read
on Wednesday, Jan. 28 at 6:30
p.m.

Family story times will be of-
fered on Tuesdays and Fri-
days from 10:30 – 11 a.m. 

Saturday Movie Matinees will
be shown every Saturday at 2:00.
Please stop in or call the library at
651-558-2223 to learn which
movie will be shown each week.

Teens in Action will meet on
Tuesdays from 4:15 -5:15. Get in-
volved, get connected! Campfire
Teens In Action hosts activities
that help you make your commu-
nity better. Ages 12 & up.

Teen Time will be offered
Wednesdays from 3:30-5:00. Join
us for a rotating roster of activi-
ties each Wednesday! 

The Runescape Club will
meet on Thursdays from 3:30-
5:00. Each week it’s nothin’ but
Runescape. Bring your friends!

The Rice Street Library is
located at 1011 Rice Street
between Lawson and Hatch.
Hours are Monday, Wednesday,
Thursday, 12:30-9 p.m.; Tuesday
10 a.m.-9 p.m.; and Friday and
Saturday, 10 a.m.-5:30 p.m.  The
library will be closed Monday Jan
19 in observance of Martin Luther
King, Jr. Day.

Fish Dinner at St. Bernard’s
A Fish Dinner will be held at St.
Bernard’s Parish Center, 4:30
p.m. to 7 p.m., Rice and
Geranium, every Friday during
Lent (except Good Friday). The
cost is $8 for adults, children 12
and under $3.50, which includes
beverage, dessert and bottomless
cup of coffee. For more informa-
tion call 651-488-6733.
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Central Baptist Church
420 Roy Street N., St. Paul

651-646-2751
www.centralbaptistchurch.com
Dr. Ronald Saari, Senior Pastor

Daily Child Care 6:30 a.m. - 6:00 p.m.
Care for children ages 6 weeks - pre-kindergarten

Call 651-646-2846

SUNDAYS AT CENTRAL
9:15 a.m. Sunday School

Classes for all ages

10:30 a.m. Worship 
Mix of Traditional and Contemporary

6:00 p.m. Ekklesia Ministry - Ministry to Young Adults

Wednesday Night Activities
5:30 - 8:30 p.m.

Supper 5:30 - 6:30 p.m.
See website for details of Youth and Children’s activities

Sundays:
9:00 Education Hour
9:00 and 10:30 Worship

Pastor Bob Benke

MPR
Continued from page 5

lines coexist harmoniously with
noise and vibration-sensitive venues
in numerous cities around the coun-
try, including Denver, Houston and
Newark. Mitigation measures have
been used effectively in other proj-
ects and this can be done here too.”

City of St. Paul Transportation
Planner Al Lovejoy said there is a
“fairly substantial amount of frustra-
tion” among Central Corridor staff
and consultants over the MPR issue.
“We don’t know what’s going to
happen there,” he said.

Planning Commission mem-
bers said they don’t believe the city
has been strong enough in stating
their case for the project, to counter-
act MPR. Commissioner Steve Gor-
don said the campaign he has been
hearing on the radio is “very one-
sided.” He and others urged city staff
and the Coleman administration to
take a stronger stance.

Commissioner Kristina Smit-
ten, who co-chaired a downtown
land use planning task force on
Central Corridor, said the city has
been ‘very open’ to concerns
throughout the light rail planning
process.  



Monitor Want Ads are now $1 per
word with a $10 minimum. Send
your remittance along with your ad
to Monitor Classifieds, Iris Park
Place, 1885 University Avenue, Ste.
#110, St. Paul, MN 55104.
Classifieds must be prepaid via
cash, check, or credit card.
Classified ads can be e-mailed to
denisw@aplacetoremember.com.
Want ads must be in the Monitor
before February 2 for the February
12 issue. Call 651-645-7045 for
more information. Your classified
ad will also be automatically placed
on the Monitor’s website at
www.MonitorSaintPaul.com

BATHROOMS
Bathroom/kitchens!! Basement fin-
ishing. Bad water pressure? Sinks,
toilets and tub/surrounds, etc.
Ceramic tile. Basement bathrooms
installed. Call 612-275-9815. 2-09

Need a handyman?? Any job, big or
small plumbing? Electrical? Remod -
eling? Decks? Etc. Call Dave 612-
701-2272. Competitive prices! 5-09

BIRTH SERVICES
Lamaze childbirth preparation.
Because mothers never forget
their experience of giving 
birth. Personalized, in-depth,
confidence-building classes.
Elizabeth, 612-724-4956,
www.lamazeclasses.org. 1-09

CONTINUED ON PAGE 12
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Call Ed 651-224-3660 or Norm, 651-208-7294

ALL HANDYMAN SERVICES
Clean Ups & Haul Aways.

Attics, Basements, Garages,
Yards, Tear Offs and Roofing.

We also do Demolishing & Repairs
CALL: 651-274-0263

BOILER SAFETY CHECKS & CLEANING
Check water levels, pressure relief valve and

clean if necessary. Checks recommended
weekly, and cleaning yearly. All Handyman

Services, Richard—Chief Boiler Licensed with
15 years experience. 651-274-0263. 

HAR MAR LOCK & KEY
“We Solve Life’s Little Problems”

24 Hours A Day

651-636-8171
1551 W. LARPENTEUR AVE. ROSEVILLE, MN 55113

TOTAL HOME
IMPROVEMENTS
Your Complete Contractor • Lic. #20095403

✓ Additions/Basements ✓ Decks/Porches
✓ Bathrooms/Kitchens ✓ Renovations
✓ Doors/Windows ✓ Roofing/Siding

Pictures & refs available

651-777-3911

TSCHIDA BROS.
PLUMBING
• Remodeling &

Repairing
• Water Heaters
• Discount For Seniors

1036 FRONT AVE.,
LICENSED • BONDED

LIC. NO. 7212

651-488-2596

SNOW PLOWING
Lots - Alleys

Shoveling

TWIN SET................ $119.00
FULL SET ................ $129.00
QUEEN SET ............ $149.00
KING SET................ $249.00

SO SHOP
HERE FIRST!

DELIVERY AVAILABLE!

908 Rice Street • 651-487-9595 • St. Paul

AFFORDABLE MATTRESS INC.
A good night’s sleep doesn’t have to cost alot!

GARY’S AUTOMOTIVE REPAIR

455 ATWATER ST. • ST. PAUL, MN 55117
651-776-9088 • 651-487-3659

MANAGER
GARY NIPPOLDT

ASST. MANAGER
GREG NIPPOLDT

• Tire Repair
• Tune-Ups
• Brakes
• Exhaust

• Oil Changes
• Air Conditioning
• Computer Diagnosis
• General Repair



Classifieds
Continued from page 11

BUY AND SELL
“**Wanted** HiFi Consoles, Old
Stereo Gear, Big Spkrs, Ham
Radios, homemade audio gear,
ETC. Need Not Work Andy 651-
329-0515. 7-09

Vintage 1900-1949 lights, house
hardware, doors, tubs, radiators,
etc. Also furniture hardware. 651-
644-9270. 20% off with ad. 12-08

CARPET INSTALLATIONS
Professional carpet installations.
Repairs – restretches. 30 yrs. Exp.
Ward 651-774-3738. 1-09

COMPUTER SERVICES
Joe’s Friendly Computer Help.
Home, business visits to help you
with computer trouble shooting,
maintenance, email, internet,
network, purchasing advice,
upgrades, set-up, tutoring, and
more! Computer experience since
1975. Bachelor’s Degree,
Computer Science, University of
MN. Reasonable rates. Life-long
Midway resident. Contact: 651-
528-1533, joezas-
trow@hotmail.com. 2-09

ELECTRICAL
Need a handyman?? Any job, big
or small plumbing? Electrical?
Remodeling? Decks? Etc. Call
Dave 612-701-2272. Competitive
prices! 5-09

EMPLOYMENT
Looking for delivery carriers to
deliver the Monitor approximate-
ly 3 to 4 hours per month. Pay by

route. Also looking for contract
carriers for work two or three
times a week. Great for supple-
mental income! Call 763-432-
6047, ask for Lloyd. 12-08

HAULING
Cleanups—all types and haul-
aways. No restrictions or limits.
15 years experience.  All Handy -
man Services, Richard—651-274-
0263, 651-373-6652. B-08

PAINTING
Pa i n t i n g / Re p a i r — I n t e r i o r /
Exterior. Best workmanship, price
guaranteed. Insured. 651-699-
2832. B-08

Painting – wallpaper removal.
Average 3 room paint job - $250.
Average house $650. Average
garage $250. Painter Jim 651-
698-0840. B-08

Interior/exterior painting, enam-
eling, plaster patching, free esti-
mates. Bob. 651-633-5565. 12-08

PIANO TUNING
Quality piano tuning and repair.
Reasonable rates. Call Robert
Clough @ 612-722-7586 or e-
mail: robtclough@aol.com. 11-09

RENTALS
For Rent: 41xx 39th Ave. S.
3BR, 2BA, fncd yd, garage
$1250+dep+gas & elec
612-701-2272. 1-09

Highland Area 1 and 2 BR units
Adams School neighborhood
near Randolph & 35E, secured
entry building, heat/water/trash
paid, great closet space, on-site
caretaker, 1 BR’s from $675, 651-
690-4961, 2 BR’s from $780. 1-09

SERVICES
RAM Handyman Services LCC.
Good service, reasonable rates,
“no job too small.” Rich – 651-
485-9680 – or
www.ramhandyman.com. 6-09

Chimney Repairs – Phil Larson
Construction. Family business
since 1957. 612-414-4612. B-08

Need a handyman?? Any job, big
or small plumbing? Electrical?
Remodeling? Decks? Etc. Call
Dave 612-701-2272. Competitive
prices! 5-09

Professional Exterior and Interior
Painting, wall repair and plaster-
ing; ceiling texturing, wallpaper-
hanging, moderate prices; free esti-
mates, licensed, bonded, insured;
Merriam Park Painting, 651-224-
3660, 651-552-2090. B-08

SNOW REMOVAL
Residential, from $60 per month.
Call for free quote. 651-343-
3944. 1-09

Snow/Ice Removal, driveways,
sidewalks, rooftops. Also interior
painting. Kevin—651-699-2832.
B-08

TUTORS
Help children learn to read.
Wanted: caring older adults (50+
yrs) to tutor K-3 students in Mpls
and SP schools 4-15 hrs/wk.
Training provided. Small stipend
available for those who qualify.
Call now for winter placement.
612-617-7807. 1-09

VACUUM CLEANER
Vacuum Cleaners: Sales, service
and supplies. Experts since 1952.
666 University @ Dale. 651-222-
6316. www.a-1vacuum.com 1-09

VOCAL LESSONS
Vocal/drama coach in the Como
neighborhood. Voice lessons for
music theatre and interpretation
technique. Florence Schaffer. 651-
488-2212. 3-09.

WANTED TO BUY
Paying the most cash for your fur-
niture, dishes, glassware, knick-
nacks, costume jewelry, antiques,
pictures, lamps, household items
etc. I make housecalls. Call Mary
Anne 612-729-3110. 12-08

Page 12 January 2009 • Monitor • www.MonitorSaintPaul.com 

Corridor
Continued from page 3
muter rail and Amtrak service. Yet
another problem is contaminated
and unstable soils.

The change in location of the
operations and maintenance facil-
ity is not enough of a change to
merit reopening the entire EIS
process, according to Erickson and
Fuhrmann. Project staff vetted the
change with the FTA and found
federal support for the idea of
moving to the Diamond Products
building.

Other physical changes in the
final EIS include the proposed
sites for the signal bungalows and
power substations. There will be
seven stand-alone signal bunga-
lows, which are sheds that house
equipment that operates traffic
signals. The power substations
provide power to run the rail line.
These have to be placed within set
distances of the line itself. There
are eight stand-alone substations.

Al Lovejoy, transportation
planner for the City of St. Paul,
that the operations and mainte-
nance facility is one of 16 issues
the city is negotiating with Met
Council on, that are tied to the EIS
and a memorandum of under-
standing. The issues, which the
City Council outlined in a resolu-
tion last year, include parking mit-
igation, property access, the three
additional or infill stations, the

power substations and signal bun-
galows and the bus service that
will tie into the rail line. The Met
Council has decided that when
and  if a decision is made on the
third station (at Hamline, Western
or Victoria) that decision will be
made by the city.

One issue the city has pushed
for but is not likely to have includ-
ed in the final design is to have
University carry two lanes of traf-
fic, one in each direction, instead
of four lanes. The intent was to
free up space for parking and pos-
sibly bike lanes.

“They’re pretty convinced that
a two-lane configuration cannot
work on University,” said Lovejoy.
“There’s just too much traffic.”

The substations are about the
size of a boxcar. The shed-like sig-
nal bungalows are 10 feet tall, ten
feet wide and 16 feet long. At
three Minneapolis sites both struc-
tures will be located together.
None require the demolition of
buildings, although some will
take away off-street parking spaces
or green space.

The final EIS process has also
included studies of noise and vi-
brations all along the light rail
route. To simulate the sound of
the train horn, a horn from a Hi-
awatha train was mounted on the
back of a pickup truck and driven
along the Central Corridor route.
Noise assessments were done at
more than a dozen points along
the light rail route.
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