
By MATTHEW DAVIS
Saint Agnes baseball coach

Mike Streitz had a difficult call to
make when the Lions All-Star
committee contacted him to
choose between two of his nomi-
nated players for a roster spot. 

Seniors Charlie Turch and
Mitch Kippenberg each played vi-
tal roles for the Saint Agnes Aggies
in their recent Class A state cham-
pionship run. Streitz had in-
formed both that he had nominat-
ed them to the Lions All-Star
game.

“I couldn’t pick one or the
other because each has their own
separate values to the team,” Stre-
itz said. 

Knippenberg had called him
later that evening, which he often
did prior to games. Streitz in-
formed him of the situation with
the Lions All-Stars and that proba-
bly neither will get on the team. 

Knippenberg texted Streitz
following the conversation, “pick
Charlie.”

“Charlie would have done the
same thing,” Streitz said. “They’re
just a very humble group.”

The Aggies (23-6) used their
humble, team-first approach to
put together a championship sea-
son.  They capped it off with a 6-0
victory over Lac Qui Parle Valley
on June 18 at Target Field.  

Saint Agnes, a K-12 Catholic
school located in Frogtown, not
only won their first baseball state
title since 2001. They did so by
knocking out the top two teams in
the state and winning the state ti-
tle without a single opponent

reaching home plate.
“I can’t thank our pitchers

enough,” Aggies senior first base-
man Evan Morehead said. “They
did an outstanding job of hitting
their spots and getting ahead in
the count. Our defense was solid
behind our pitchers. We fed off
that to get our offense going. To
not give up a single run meant
that our team was clicking on all
cylinders, and when that happens
I believe we are hard to beat.”

Jack Fossand, a sophomore
pitcher, pitched shut outs in two
of the Aggies’ three games at state.
He helped the Aggies hold off pre-
viously undefeated and No. 2-
ranked New York Mills 1-0 in the
quarterfinals with 12 strikeouts.

“I want to throw a no-hitter,
that’s my mindset,” Fossand said. 

Streitz also implemented a
new play, stealing home base
while the pitcher stood on the
rubber, for his team prior to the
game.  Aggies designated hitter Joe
McDonald executed the play in
the fourth inning for the lone run
of the game. 

“We got in a situation to use it
and it ended up working perfect-
ly,” Knippenberg said. “The pitch-
er stepped off the mound and
ended up balking.”

The Aggies won their semifi-
nal game with much more breath-
ing room in a 7-0 drubbing of
Blackduck.  They also jumped on
the Lac Qui Parle Valley Eagles ear-
ly in the title game with three runs
in the first inning on three fielding
errors. The Aggies never looked
back and piled on three more runs

for the victory.
“Once we jumped up to that

3-0 mark, we could exhale and
just play our game,” Morehead
said. “Like I told our guys, all we
have to do now is win every in-
ning and do the little things and
avoid big innings.”

The Aggies added to their sto-
ried baseball history. The team had
been back to state a couple times in
the past decade since the 2001 title,
but came up short.  The school also
nearly closed six years ago. 
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Saint Agnes’ championship run
rooted in humility and talent

By DEBORAH BROTZ
On May 4, Como Park Ele-

mentary students learned that
hard work does pay off. For the
second year, Conny McCullough,
owner of Conny’s Creamy Cone,
at 1197 Dale St. N., generously
subsidized the cost for Como’s
500+ students so they could en-
joy a slushie or ice cream cone.

The frozen treats were a re-
ward for the students who had
worked hard to do their best on
the rigorous MCA III tests during
the previous two weeks.

Last year, Como students
achieved the second highest
gains in reading for elementary

schools in the district. The school
was also recognized as a “Beating
the Odds” school for their in-
crease in math scores. Adminis-
trators and staff are hoping to
top that this year.

McCullough decided to sub-
sidize the cost for the students to
have a frozen treat because of her
ties to the community.

“I was raised by parents who
taught me the importance of giv-
ing back to the community,” she
said. “We did it for the kids. Try-
ing to serve that many children
in a short amount of time is
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Saint Agnes baseball players (left to right) Charlie Turch, Josh Gutzmann,
Mitch Knippenberg and Evan Morehead  with the championship trophy.
(Photo courtesy of Saint Agnes School)

Conny’s Creamy Cone rewards students’ efforts…

Ice cream sweet reward to Como Elementary’s hard work

For the second year, Conny McCullough, owner of Conny’s Creamy Cone, at
1197 Dale St. N., generously subsidized the cost for Como’s 500+ students so
they could enjoy a slushie or ice cream cone. (Photo by Stefanie Berres)



By DEBORAH BROTZ
What do Kirsten Libby, Gid-

get Bailey, and Joan Knippen-
berg have in common besides
owning businesses on Rice
Street? All three were chosen to
be grand marshals for the 2012
Rice Street Festival Parade,
Thursday, July 26, at 7 p.m.

Libby, who has practiced
law in the North End since
2003, recently purchased and
renovated 855 Rice St. The two-
story brick building that had
been vacant since the 1980s is
where she envisioned an old-
fashioned main street law office.
The building is home to Libby
Law Office on the first floor and
Sparc on the second floor.

“I think it’s important to
have a presence in the Rice Street
Parade if you’re working in the
North End and to be able to give
some time and participate in the
community,” she said.

“It ’s  kind of like being a
good will ambassador to the Pa-
rade,” said Libby. “You make
sure folks are comfortable when
they participate in the Parade
from other areas and you help
things along. You help the
process run smoothly.”

Because she practices law in
the area, Libby decided to pur-
chase the building at 855 Rice St. 

“I have a lot of clients in the
area,” she said. “There are really
energetic, hard-working people
who live here. There are a lot of
good people in the neighbor-
hood; good, down-to-earth
folks. It’s a good mix for me to
provide service at a reasonable
cost. Also, I think it’s nice to
have a variety of services in the
North End, from grocery stores
to legal services and restaurants.”

Active in her community,
Libby is the past president and
current vice president of the
North End Business Association.

In addition to being a mem-
ber of the Rice Street Develop-
ment Team, Libby is also a
member of the Rice Street Busi-
ness Watch.

Libby wants to see the Rice
Street commercial corridor revi-
talized.

“It’s got a great potential for
developing the neighborhood
and good, affordable places to
live,” she said.

The Rice Street Festival is
important to Libby because it’s
been going on for over 100
years.

“It’s a really good opportu-
nity to continue the tradition
that’s been going on for a centu-
ry,” she said. “If there’s some-
thing I can do to keep it going
on, I’m all for it. It’s also a way
to bring others into the neigh-
borhood and show them what
good things we’ve got going on.”

Joan Knippenberg, who pur-
chased Tin Cup’s restaurant and
bar June 1, 2011, with Gidget
Bailey, grew up in the North End
and graduated from Washington
High School in 1980.

“We were looking for a place

to call  home,” she said. “We
were looking for a bar. The pre-
vious owners were looking to
close the doors. That afternoon
we decided to buy the place.”

Tin Cups had the filming of
Man v. Food Nation, which aired
on national TV Oct. 5, 2011, in
which Jon Wolfe, from Lakeville,
Minn., attempted the Lucy Chal-
lenge. A Juicy Lucy is two quar-
ter-pound patties pressed togeth-
er with filling in the middle. This
challenge is two, 1-pound Lucifer
Juicy Lucy’s  with 2 pounds of
fries. The Lucifers have Pepper
Jack cheese, jalapenos and a spe-
cial Diablo sauce, which is a mix-
ture of several hot sauces. It
needs to be eaten in 45 min. to
win the Challenge. 

“That was a crazy day,” she
said. “It was a 14-hour day. It
was quite interesting. It was a
long day, but fun.”

Although it’s a lot of hard
work, Knippenberg enjoys being
a co-owner of Tin Cup’s.

Knippenberg says she and
Bailey did not actually seek be-
ing Parade grand marshals but
were chosen.

“They surprised us,” she
said. “It’s very much an honor to
be named this. This community
supports us. We need to give
back to this community.”

Bailey, a 1985 graduate of St.
Bernard’s High School, says sev-
en people have completed the
Lucy  Challenge and, of those, 99
percent are competitive food
eaters. People who are not com-
petitive eaters can’t do it. The
most difficult part of the Lucy
Challenge is the french fries.

“They expand in your stom-
ach and you hit your food wall
quicker,” said Bailey. “They can
get the Lucy’s down with no
problem, but they can’t get the
french fries down.”

Tin Cup’s is an active mem-
ber of North End Business Asso-
ciation, the business crime
watch prevention program, and
Rice Street Festival planning
committee. Bailey also holds a
seat on the District 6 Planning
Council.

Bailey says the Rice Street
Festival has been important to
her as long as she can remember.

“I’ve always attended the
Rice Street Parade,” she said.
“I’ve lived in the area all my life.
It’s such an old parade with a lot
of history. It’s just important
that we carry on this tradition.”

After the Parade, Born’s Bar;
Ron’s Bar; Wilebski’s Blues Sa-
loon; and Dean’s Tavern will be
doing the first annual “Rockin’ &
Rollin’ Down Rice Street.” Each
bar will play a different era of
music (Ron’s, ‘50s; Born’s, ‘60s;
Tin Cup’s, ‘70s; Wilebski’s, Blues;
and Dean’s, Back to ‘80s). Shut-
tle buses will be running be-
tween bars.

“We look forward to work-
ing with them,” said Bailey. “The
community will really have a
good time ‘Rockin’ & Rollin’
Down Rice Street.’”
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Grand Marshals hold court
over 2012 Rice Street Festival
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By JANE MCCLURE
Central Corridor construction

is proceeding ahead of schedule,
but that hasn’t meant that all is
going smoothly, especially east of
Hamline Avenue. Concrete barri-
cades, dug-up streets and blocked
sidewalks are hurting businesses
and angering residents. One of
the biggest complaints is how
north-south intersections are be-
ing rebuilt and how traffic is
rerouted. In some cases traffic tie-
ups have had cars backed up over
Interstate 94.

In late June tempers flared as
Ngon Bistro owner Hai Truong ac-
cused construction workers of sit-
ting on the sidewalk by his restau-
rant and eating lunch, blocking
pedestrian traffic with their legs.
Truong said that was retaliation
for his raising concerns about
construction workers parking in
the neighborhood. He received an
apology and visit from Central
Corridor project staff and a repre-
sentative of Walsh Construction.
But the issue highlights one of the
many challenges in balancing a
major project with neighborhood
needs.

One of the biggest issues this
season has been access across
University, especially in the Frog-
town and Summit University ar-
eas. “The message we’re hearing is
that it’s just too hard to get across
University Avenue,’ said Ward One
Council Member Melvin Carter

III. He has been caught in the traf-
fic tie-ups. “It’s crazy.”

Much of the concern has
been at the Western and Victoria
intersections, which have been the
focus of reconstruction efforts.
Central Corridor project, St. Paul
Public Works and Walsh staff have
been meeting with businesses to
work out details on detours, as
well as business directional sig-
nage and temporary access. Still,
some business owners say their
income is down by 50 percent or
more.

During construction last year
on University Avenue’s west sec-
tion, most cross-streets were
blocked. Major cross-streets were
rebuilt one half at a time, causing
long traffic tie-ups and detoured
traffic. This year, crews initially
opted for short-term closures of
major north-south streets, over a
period of a few weeks. While Lex-
ington and Dale stayed partially
open during construction, the
south sides of Hamline and Victo-
ria were closed and rebuilt. Ham-
line traffic was detoured through
Midway Marketplace; Victoria ve-
hicles used Avon Street. 

But the Western area was
more problematic. Traffic prob-
lems generated many complaints,
to the point that work stopped in
May so that community members
could be asked for input. 

“As they say, the devil is in
the details,” said City Engineer

John Maczko. While most streets
can be rebuilt half at a time, West-
ern and Victoria are only 40 feet
wide. Some residents and busi-
ness owners have asked for those
streets to stay partially open.
Keeping two-way traffic during
construction, even a single lane in
each direction, isn’t possible. 

Some business owners said
they want work done on major in-
tersections as quickly as possible
and could live with a shorter-term
full street closing. Business owners
want detours to be clearly com-
municated and work to be done
quickly. Mai Village owner Mai
Nguyen said her family’s restau-
rant at University and Western has
lost more than $20,000 since con-
struction began this spring. Cus-
tomers get caught in traffic tie-ups
and don’t come back.

“We cannot survive if it con-
tinues like this,” she said. “It was
bad last year and it’s even worse
this year. We have people who tell
us it takes them an hour to get
here.”

Residents in neighborhoods
north and south of University are
unhappy about motorists speed-
ing down their streets, endanger-
ing children and side-swiping
parked vehicles. They are also up-
set about late-night construction
noise. Pedestrians have to navi-
gate through muddy areas to get
across and then evade speeding
traffic. 
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Central Corridor construction proceeding ahead of schedule

Barricades and blocked
streets hurting businesses

WEST BUILDING MAINTENANCE, LLC 
Cleaning Services

Mike West — Serving the Minneapolis-St. Paul area since 1965

(800) 451-6753
www.westcleaning.com

COMMERCIAL CLEANING

Concrete barricades, dug-up streets and blocked sidewalks are hurting businesses and angering residents. One of the
biggest complaints is how north-south intersections are being rebuilt and how traffic is rerouted. (Photo by Stefanie
Berres)



National Night Out is the nation’s
largest, annual crime preven -
tion/safety event in the country.
District Councils are charged with

incorporating Crime Prevention
into our work plans. At District 6
we work closely with neighbors,
businesses, block clubs, Western

District Police, Central District Po-
lice, Department of Safety and In-
spections other stakeholders and
with Ward 1 and Ward 5 to ad-

dress the quality of life
crimes/concerns that can really ef-
fect neighborhoods. If we can
help with any concerns you may
have don’t hesitate to call us.

We appreciate the help! You
are the eyes and ears of the neigh-
borhood. Also if you see some-
thing and think, well they’ll be
gone before the police can re-
spond, or maybe this isn’t impor-
tant enough to bother with, please
rethink and call. Even if they are
gone before the police arrive, you
have made sure with that one call

that there is a public record. That’s
how it works—call and get it into
the record, build the record and at
some point you will see results. If
there is no call, there is nothing to
look at, it’s like it never happened.
Call 651-291-1111 the general line
and always call 911 if needed.
Then call us. We’ll start a file and
see what is happening. It’s great if
you can get your neighbors to call
as well. One thing to remember:
know the address/intersection
where the problem is and make
sure you give that to dispatch. 

National Night Out is “Ameri-
ca’s Night Out Against Crime,”
and began in 1984.  It is a night
where neighbors come together to
support crime prevention.  The
partnerships between the commu-
nity and police teams are support-
ed at these events, as well as com-
munity relationships in general.
The night is designed to get neigh-
bors out talking and getting to
know each other, celebrate safety
and everyone’s enthusiasm and
determination to prevent crime in
their neighborhood. 

District 6 Planning Council
supports our block clubs or neigh-
bors who want to have a NNO
event. We will assist you with your
flyers, creating them or just having
them printed, we have crime pre-
vention literature and some give a-
ways. You can also email us if you
need any forms-to block off your
street or invite the Fire Department
and/or the Police Department. 

This year National Night Out
is Tuesday, August 7th. If you have
your own event please consider
sharing your photos with us, if you
don’t have plans please join us at
the District Wide event co-spon-
sored with Como Avenue Block
Club and Parks and Recreation at
Marydale Park from 6:00 to 8 p.m.
Volunteers are always needed! dis-
trict6ed@dist6pc.org, www.dis-
trict6stpaul.org, 651-488-4485.

It’s time to celebrate the Como
neighborhood! Bring your neigh-
bors, and join us for Como Fest
(formerly known as Staycation) set
for Thursday, July 19 through Sun-
day, July 22. For the 3rd year in a
row, we will bring you “hot fun in
the neighborhood” with family-
friendly activities at several loca-
tions around the neighborhood.
Neighbors can appreciate all that
the Como Park neighborhood has

to offer, while enjoying an afford-
able weekend celebration in their
own backyard.

Como Fest continues to ex-
pand as a weekend event that is
fun for the whole family. “It is ex-
citing to see the event grow,” said
Jessica Bronk, District 10 Adminis-
trator and Coordinator. “We have
even more events than last year,
and fun activities for all ages.” 

Thursday, July 19
The long weekend will kickoff on
Thursday with the Lyngblomsten
Mid-Summer Festival from 3-9
p.m. There will be entertainment
on two stages, interactive art ex-
hibits and demonstrations, make-it
and take-it art activities, fun games
and great food

Friday, July 20
Friday events include a Wine &
Cheese Neighborhood Social at
Black Bear Crossings from 5-7 p.m.
A $15.00 pre-registration is re-
quired. Coffee Grounds will also
be hosting a talent show from 6-7
p.m. and live music and food from
7-10 p.m. NW Como Recreation
Center will have family activities
starting at 6:30 p.m., including a
puppet show from 8:15-8:45 p.m.
and an outdoor movie featuring
“The Muppets” beginning at 9 p.m. 

Saturday, July 21
Saturday events begin early at 8am
with a flea market in the fields of
NW Como Recreation Center. And
don’t miss the Como Park Art Festi-
val at Como Park Lutheran Church
from 9-3 p.m., including make-

and-take it art project for kids from
10-12 p.m. The widely popular gar-
den tour throughout Como Park
will be from 10-2 p.m. Maps will
be made available online. Head
over to the NW Como Rec Center
from 11-1 p.m. for free kite-making
for kids and kid’s activities until 4
p.m. Coffee Grounds will top it off
again with a their summer music
festival from 2-10 p.m. 

Sunday, July 22
Join the Como Park Lutheran
Church on Sunday morning for a
Parking Lot Worship at 10 a.m. The
busy weekend will finish off with a
kickball tournament starting at 2
p.m. at the NW Como Recreation
Center and more live music at the
Coffee Grounds from 2-10 p.m. 

CONTINUED ON PAGE 12
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Celebrate the neighborhood at Como Fest

Como Council Corner
By Jon Knox, Board Chair of the District 10 Como Community Council

News from District 6 Planning Council

News from District 6

Brazilian Drum 
Class on July 21
Announcing a Women’s
Brazilian Drum Class on
Saturday, July 21, 10 a.m. to 12
p.m.  Sambas and other rhythms
of the region will be explored. All
levels of experience are wel-
comed and encouraged.
Women’s Drum Center, 2242
University Ave. W., St. Paul.
$25.00.  Drums provided.  Info
and registration at www.wom-
ensdrumcenter.org. 



By DEBORAH BROTZ
Since Rice Street is the second

oldest street in St. Paul, it makes
sense that it also has the second
oldest festival in St. Paul. With
new Rice Street Royalty Director
Cindy Shanley, who created some
new events, the Festival promises
to be bigger and better than ever.

While the first event, the Kick
Off Dinner, was held on June 6,
the next event is the Queen’s
Tea/Fashion Show Brunch, on
Sat., July 14, at 11 a.m., at Eventi
Bella, 2900 Rice St., Little Canada.

The Parade will be on Thurs.,
July 26, at 7 p.m. Before the Pa-
rade, at 6:30 p.m., the Richard A.
Hoska Rice Street Mile, a flat, fast
one-mile race will be held starting
at the intersection of Rice Street
and Front Avenue. 

Some events will be held in
Rice Park at the Lawson Avenue
ball field area beginning with a
Kiddie Parade at 10 a.m. Chil-
dren should bring a canned good
to go to Keystone Community
Services and have a Rice Street
Festival Button to participate. The
High Heel Race will be at noon.

The Talent Contest will be
held at 1 p.m., in the Capital
Bank parking lot, 1020 Rice St.
The Street Dance will begin at 5
p.m., at Dean’s Tavern, 1986 Rice
Street, who is hosting the Dance
for them.

St. Paul Parks & Recreation

Kickball Tournament will also be
Sat., July 28, at Rice Recreation
Center, on Rice Street and Law-
son Avenue.

Sun., July 29, is the Corona-
tion, from 6 p.m.-10 p.m., at
Eventi Bella.

The Festival’s Premier Event
Sponsor is Eventi Bella. Another
sponsor is Kanes Catering Service.

All events will be on Rice
Street this year. A $5
Festival button is
needed to partici-
pate.

“Everything will
be on Rice Street be-
cause it’s a tribute to
Rice Street business-
es,” Shanley said.

2012 Candi-
dates and Sponsors
are: Sarah Tobin,
Dar’s Double Scoop;
Peggy Ly, Rice Street
Family Dental Care;
Kara Berzelius, Mike’s Complete
Auto; Heather Logan, Ma Ma’s
Pizza; and Shakira Jones, Kamps
Grocery.

Shanley decided to be royalty
director because she enjoys guid-
ing the girls in the program.

“I love working with the
young women of the Royalty Pro-
grams,” she said. “I like watching
them grow and guiding them
along as representatives for the
community. I designed their

crown. I wanted to design a crown
specifically for Rice Street. The col-
ors for Rice Street and North
Winds Titans are royal blue, silver,
and white. I designed the crown
using those colors.”

One of the girls will be spon-
sored by the Rice Street Festival to
participate in the Winter Carnival
Queen of Snows Program.

“The Rice Street Festival is a

feeder to the Winter Carnival
Queen of Snows Candidate Pro-
gram,” said Shanley. “The North
End Community Foundation
gives us a scholarship for our girls
once they complete their reign.
This year the three outgoing ladies
will get scholarships.”

The Royalty are kept busy
during the year of their reign rep-
resenting Rice Street.

“They visit surrounding festi-
vals, and they volunteer their time

for different pro-
grams such as the
Salvation Army, Feed
My Starving Chil-
dren, Keystone Com-
munity Services, and
Operation Slipper,
which helps the less
fortunate get a gown
or dress for a certain
event,” said Shanley.

At the Queen’s
Tea/Fashion Show
Brunch, the Queen
and two Princesses

give their farewell speeches. The
candidates wear a personality out-
fit that best describes their person-
ality. The girls will wear an outfit
from Dress Barn in Woodbury
and from Sienna Cole Bridal in
Forest Lake. They will also wear
jeans from Vault Denim and a top
from Dress Barn. Regular admis-
sion is $17, Royalty admission is
$10.

“This event is for people to
see and meet the candidates and
current Royalty,” said Shanley.
“This is a way to showcase the
new candidates and give a
farewell to the Queen and two
Princesses.”

Shanley says this year people
will see more of a participation
from businesses in the Rice Street
Parade.

“You will see more business-
es in the Parade than you’ve ever
seen before,” she said. “Gidget
from Tin Cup’s has been a big
backer of getting businesses in-
volved. She’s rallied to get busi-
nesses more involved.”

Shanley says she has created
several new events for the Festival.

“The Talent Contest went
away, and I brought it back,” she
said. “I created the Kiddie Parade.
In order to participate, kids have
to bring a canned good. There will
be a prize for the best decorated
bike or wagon.”

The High Heel Race is a new
event.

“In visiting other councils, I
found out they always have
something to highlight the festi-
val,” said Shanley. “The heels can-
not be more than 2-1/2 inches
tall. My husband, Tim Shanley,
who was Ferty 2009 Vulcan for
the Winter Carnival, will emcee
the event for me.”

The Coronation is where the
new Royalty will be crowned.

“On the stage, the candidates
will be asked questions, and the
judges will judge them on how

they answer the questions,” said
Shanley. “The three outgoing Roy-
al ladies will have a little bit of
speaking time. Without the am-
bassadors, nobody would know
about Rice Street. The Festival and
the North End Business Associa-
tion celebrate its rich neighbor-
hood history and working-class
roots by promoting and celebrat-
ing community pride and citizen
interaction.”

When she was doing her
homework and learning about the
Rice Street area to help her girls
with their interviews, Shanley got
the idea to choose “A Tribute to
Rice Street Businesses.”

“What sparked me to base
the whole fest on businesses was
the rich neighborhood history,
working-class roots of the people,
and the history of businesses once
there,” she said. “Rice Street is one
of the oldest streets in St. Paul. I
thought why not give it to them
this year.”

Shanley has high hopes for
the Festival.

I’m hoping to see a whole lot
more community involvement
than I’ve ever seen before,” she
said. “I hope to see more people
participate and come out. There
are events for young and old.
There’s new blood that’s come in.
We want to help rejuvenate the
Festival and get more community
involvement.”

For more information, visit
ricestreetfestival.com.  
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Lead Window 
Paint Program
• Grants for replacement of lead paint 

windows in your home

• Must have children six and under living 
in the home

• Must meet income guidelines

• Can be owner-occupied or rental

• Funded by STAR and Ramsey County 
Public Health

ABOUT SPARC
Sparc is a Community Economic Development Corporation.

Since 1984, Sparc has provided over $45 million in financing to over
1,500 Saint Paul homeowners and businesses as part of its mission to

support vibrant Saint Paul neighborhoods.

CONTACT
Frank Sprandel, Project and Construction Manager

855 Rice Street, Suite 200, Saint Paul, MN 55117
651-488-1039 x4 Frank@sparcweb.org www.sparcweb.org

Second oldest festival in St. Paul promises
to be bigger and better than ever

Visit the
2012

Rice Street
Festival!
July 25-29
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Parade Thurs
www.ricestree

July 2July 25-29

Kirsten J. Libby
Attorney at Law

855 Rice Street, Suite 100
Saint Paul, MN 55117

Phone: 651-487-1208
www.libbylawoffice.com

Wills  •  Trusts  • Probate
Real Estate  • Business Matters

• Creative Solutions with a Personal Touch •

1046 Rice Street 
Enjoy ou

Like us on Facebo

Kendall’s
Ace Hardware & Paint

"The Friendliest Store in Town."

978 Dale Street North, Saint Paul -

(651) 489-3210
1200 Payne Ave., St. Paul - 

(651) 776-6996

Image is Everything
Hours

Tues-Fri: 9am-7pm
Saturdays 7am-6pm

1199 Albemarle Street
St Paul, MN 55117

Visit HairCut City on FB

651-487-2887

Big Lew Master Barber
COUPON

$5 OFF HAIRCUT
Monday, Wednesday and Thursday 

(Expires August 8, 2012)
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sday, July 26
etfestival.com

25-29July 25-29

$5.00 
OFF

(food only)
any $25 min. order

with coupon thru Aug. 8th, 2012

Tin Cup's Grand Marshalls pictured with the Vulcans
Gidget & Joanie

1220 Rice Street - 651-487-7967

• 651-487-7827
ur Patio!
ook.com/jmtsubs

A Festival Tradition –
Lunch or Dinner at Mama's

For the Best Italian Food...

489-2005
961 Rice St.

St. Paul
NOWOPENSUNDAYS

Monday-Thursday 11am to 9pm
Friday 11am to 10pm • Saturday 4pm to 10pm

Sundays 4pm to 9pm

Celebrating
48 Years
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Metro Automotive
Midway’s Complete Automotive Service Center

675 N. Snelling Ave.
(6 blocks north of University)

651-644-5208
(Open Mon. - Fri. 7 a.m. - 6 p.m.)

www.metroautomotive.net
Foreign and Domestic Cars

and Light Trucks

GINKGO coffeehouse
721 N. Snelling Ave. 

651-645-2647 
parking behind building

www.ginkgocoffee.com

Present this coupon for a free 
single ice cream cone with any food
or beverage order of $8 or more.

Snelling Ave. location only
(Coupon expires August 8th, 2012)

COUPON

1053 Western Ave, N. St. Paul 651.489.2171  Open daily, 8:30-6pm. Closed Sunday's.

Food Market Stasny's
Stasny's FRESH Homemade Brats

8 varieties

$1 OFF per lb. Up to 5 lbs.
Expires August 8th

Welcomes 
Stu Gerr!

Jim and Stu have a combined
100 years of experience!



St. Columba holds Fun
Fest July 14 & 15
Saint Columba Church, 1327
Lafond Avenue, will hold their
fourth annual Fun-Fest, July 14
and 15, Saturday Noon to 10:30
p.m. and Sunday 11 a.m. to 5
p.m. There will be a wonderful
blend of authentic Vietnamese
food such as Egg Rolls, Pho, and
Pork Skewers and American clas-
sics such as BBQ Ribs, burgers,
hot dogs and cotton candy. A
variety of beverages will be served
including ice-cold beer, soft
drinks, shaved ice, boba tea, and
bottled water.  There will be an
all-cash raffle, games of chance,
children’s games, bingo, musical
entertainment and ethnic danc-
ing.  This event will be held rain or
shine. Admission to this event is
free of charge. Free vacation Bible
school mornings July 23-27.

Knox Church 
Yard Sale July 21
Household items, books, cloth-
ing for kids and adults, baked
goods and more. Additional
items inside our historical build-
ing. Saturday, July 21st 9 a.m.-3
p.m. 1536 Minnehaha Avenue
West. Located one block east of
Snelling Avenue, next door to
Hamline Library. 

Central Lutheran students
make wood-duck houses
Central Lutheran School students
built 10 wood-duck houses to
donate to Camp Omega, a
Lutheran camp near Waterville,
Minn. The seven students were
directed in the after-school activity
by volunteer Dave Jahr, whose wife
taught at at Central Lutheran. The
pre-K through grade 8 school is at
775 N. Lexington Pkwy.

Free vacation Bible School
at Jehovah Church
Free vacation Bible school is set
for 9 a.m.-1 p.m. from Monday,
July 23, to Friday, July 27, at
Jehovah Lutheran Church, 1566
Thomas. A partner congregation
called The Alley is leading the ses-
sions. An Ethiopian partner con-
gregation, Mekane Yesus, will be
involved as well. Sessions will
include a free lunch each day. The
curriculum is called “Back Stage
With the Bible,” from a popular
Christian band called Go Fish
(www.gofishguys.com). The ses-
sions are best for children enter-
ing kindergarten through grade 6
this autumn. All are welcome.

Old-timers Softball 
Game July 25
The Old-timers Softball Game
will be July 25 at 6 p.m. at Rice
and Cook fields. The game is the
kick-off event for the Festival. The
game is sponsored by Stasny’s
Food Market and Kamp’s Food
Market. Hosted by Tin Cup’s for
the party after the game. Everyone
is welcome. Hope to see you
there!

North End Improvement
Club back on Rice St.
The North End Improvement
Club is once again meeting on
Rice Street, at St. Bernard’s, Rice
and Geranium, the 2nd Tuesday
of each month at 6:30 p.m. For
more information call George
Kramlinger at 651-486-4963.

Como-Midway La Leche
meets August 14
Nutrition and Weaning is the
topic of the meeting of the
Como-Midway La Leche Group
on Tuesday, August 14. All expec-
tant and nursing mothers are
invited to attend with their

babies and toddlers. Call Heidi at
651-659-9527 for more informa-
tion. 

Anniversary Celebration
July 18 at Block Nurse
You are cordially invited to the 20
year Anniversary Celebration of
the Merriam Park Living at
Home/Block Nurse Program.
This event will take place at
O’Gara’s Restaurant at the inter-
section of Selby and Snelling
Avenue. It will be on Wednesday
July 18th, from 6-8 p.m.
Appetizers and non-alcoholic
beverages will be served.

‘When Should I Stop
Driving?’ to be topic
“When Should I Stop Driving,”

will be addressed by a representa-
tive from the Courage Center at a
luncheon on Tues., Aug. 14,
11:30, at 1514 Englewood Ave.  A
$4 free will donation is asked for
the meal, there is no cost to
attend the program which begins
at 12:15 p.m.  Call for free trans-
portation or to learn more how
Hamline Midway Elders helps
seniors live well at home 651-
209-6542.

Shop locally, support 
HM businesses
A book of “use again & again”
coupons good for discounts at 17
Hamline Midway businesses is
now available for sale at Black Sea,
Groundswell Coffee, Fusion Salon,
Flamingo Restaurant, Borealis
Yarns and Hartland Shoes or call
651-209-6542. Books are $20 or
$10 for persons 65+.  All proceeds
support HM Elders. 

Networking group 
promotes resource and
idea sharing
A casual networking group for
persons 50+ meets at
Groundswell Coffee, corner of
Hamline and Thomas Aves., the
third Thursday of each month
from 10:30 a.m. to noon. Contact
HM Elders at 651-209-6542 for
more info.

July 23 Rein in Sarcoma
“Party” at Como Park
Come enjoy a fun family night
from 6-9 pm with a silent auction,
lots of entertainment, activities for

kids, and a chance to win $1,000 or
an Apple Ipad in the raffle drawing.
This event helps to raise money for
sarcoma cancer research.  Sarcoma
is a rare aggressive cancer often
striking children and young adults.
Celebrate life, honor those who
have not lived, and support cancer
research. Volunteers are needed!
There are many fun jobs for both
adults and youth.  For more infor-
mation or to volunteer please
check our website at www.reinin-
sarcoma.org or contact Nancy
Hendrickson at 651-214-5821.

Wingspan Ministry
Uganda Project Benefit 
Peterson Toscano, highly regarded
theatrical performance activist, per-
forms to benefit Wingspan’s Uganda
Project, supporting Bp. Christopher
Senyonjo’s efforts to secure safety &
dignity for LGBTQ persons in
Uganda.   Friday Aug. 10 at 7 p.m.,
Hamline University, Sundin Music
Hall, 1531 Hewitt Ave.: “Transfig -
urations: Transgressing Gender in
the Bible” Must see events offer
hearty laughter and poignant
insight. Tickets: www.stpaulref.org/ -
wingspan or at the door. $15 gener-
al admission, $10 students/limited
income; $10 group sales (10+).
Contact David Weiss, 651-645-2079,
drw59@comcast.net.
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DISABLED?
CAN’T WORK?
Call Mary F. Hastings

651-645-0894

Local Attorney in Midway 19+ years’ experience 
Skilled Representation

SAVE 5¢ 
per gallon
ON GAS

with coupon-limit one – thru 8/9/12 – at

CLARK ON RICE
Corner of Rice St.& Arlington

651-487-2932
Deli-Pop-Ice Cream-Propane-Money Orders-

Stamps-Check Cashing

COUPON

Saint
Agnes’
Continued from page 1

“This state championship was
extremely important to our Saint
Agnes Community,” Streitz said.
“We nearly closed in 2006, we are
financially stable now and thriv-
ing. But it is no secret that our ath-
letics have been down a bit due to
remaining in the Tri-Metro Con-

ference where we are the smallest
school. This team showed every-
one that we can win consistently
when the coaching staff and play-
ers strive towards a common
goal.”

A tough regular season sched-
ule helped prepare the Aggies for
teams such as West Lutheran in
postseason play. The Warriors had
been ranked No. 1 in Minnesota
Class A and were recognized in
the ESPN High School Magazine.
The Aggies took two of three
games against the Warriors to ad-

vance to state.
“We had a lot of composure,”

Fossand said. 
Four of the six graduating

seniors will play college baseball.
In addition, Fossand, Turch and
Morehead made the All-Tourna-
ment team.  

Turch also earned Class A
Player of the Year honors and All-
State honors. He and Knippen-
berg, also an all-state award win-
ner, represented the Aggies at the
Lions All-Star game. 

Conny’s
Continued from page 1

quite a challenge. My employees
were good sports about it, too.”

Last year, McCullough also
subsidized the cost of giving the
students a frozen treat.

“Judy Paitich, who works in
the office, called me and asked if
we would donate,” she said. “It
sounded like quite a challenge.
But, I thought we needed to do it
for the kids. They do a wonderful
job at Como. Everybody has so
much passion for the students.”

McCullough felt it was im-
portant to reward the students.

“I think it teaches students
the value of hard work,” she said. 

McCullough hopes the re-
ward she’s given the students will
inspire them to continue to do
well.

“I think it’s positive rein-
forcement,” she said. “Hopefully,
it will be a grade school memory
that they’ll never forget.”

Kathy Sullivan, a Como Ele-
mentary kindergarten teacher,
says the students sent in their or-
ders before they arrived for their
treats.

“Our lunch schedule is stag-
gered,” she said. “You could see
little pockets of kids going down
and little pods or pockets of kids
coming back on Maryland. We
had voted back in the classroom.
We sent her an order so the ice

cream machine wouldn’t over-
heat. It was pretty slick. It worked
out really well.”

The students were rewarded
for the hard work they did in tak-
ing the MCA III tests.

“They take the tests every
spring,” said Sullivan. “It’s
statewide testing to see if they’re
learning what they’re supposed to
learn. They start taking the tests
in third grade and take them up
to sixth grade.”

Sullivan says it takes awhile
to find out how the students did
on the tests.

“We won’t find out until Au-
gust,” she said. 

Doing well on the MCA III
tests is one of Como’s goals.

“Everybody is working very
hard to meet the state standards,”

said Sullivan. “Part of it deter-
mines how much funding the
school district gets. We made 12
percent gains last year in the tests
they took in the spring 2011.
We’re really proud. We have so
many second language kids. They
have to be able to understand ac-
ademic English. Sometimes, it’s a
little harder even if they speak
English well.”

This gesture by Conny’s is
important to Como because
these students are our country’s
future.

“The whole idea is not just to
reward what kids are doing on
their own but the whole school
community together,” said Sulli-
van. “Everybody wants them to
do well. They’re the future work-
ers of the American community.” 

“They do a wonderful job at
Como. Everybody has so much

passion for the students.”

- Connie McCullough
Conny’s Creamy Cone



Monitor Want Ads are now $1 per
word with a $10 minimum. Send
your remittance along with your ad
to Monitor Classifieds, Iris Park
Place, 1885 University Avenue, Ste.
#110, St. Paul, MN 55104. Classifieds
must be prepaid via cash, check, or
credit card. Classified ads can be e-
mailed to denisw@aplacetoremem-
ber.com. Want ads must be in the
Monitor before July 30 for the
August 9 issue. Call 651-645-7045
for more information. Your classi-
fied ad will also be automatically
placed on the Monitors website at
www.MonitorSaintPaul.com 7-12

ATTORNEY
Creative Solutions With a
Personal Touch. Legal Services in
the areas of: Small Business, Wills
and Trusts, Real Estate, Family,
and Bankruptcy. Kirsten Libby,
855 Rice Street, Suite 100, St.
Paul, MN, 651-487-1208
www.libbylawoffice.com B-12

BATHROOMS
Bathroom/kitchens!! Basement
finishing. Bad water pressure?
Sinks, toilets and tub/surrounds,
etc. Ceramic tile. Basement bath-
rooms installed. Call 612-275-
9815. 9-12

EMPLOYMENT
Wanted: Licensed union residen-
tial pipefitter - Contact us at 763-
783-4545. 7-12

LAWN CARE
Lawn Service, spring lawn
cleanups, de-thatching, gutter
cleaning. Best price guaranteed.
651-699-2832. B-12

Sorensen Lawn Care serving St.
Paul for 17 years. Services include
mowing, spring and fall clean-
ups, aeration, fertilization, mulch
installation, emerald ash borer
treatment. Call Jeff 651-695-
1230. 7-12

PAINTING
Painting, wallpaper removal,
basement floors, paneling, porch-
es, small wall repairs, average
three rooms $250, average garage
$250, small jobs wanted. Jim
651-698-0840. 7-12

Interior/exterior painting, enam-
eling, plaster patching, free esti-
mates. Bob. 651-633-5565. 12-12

All Seasons painting/repair.
Wood frames/stucco, power
washing. Window glazing. Gutter
cleaning. Quality workmanship.
Insured. 651-699-2832. B-12

PET SITTING
Wagners Pet Sitting. Walking Day and
Overnight Care. 651-771-0421. B-12

PIANO TUNING
Quality piano tuning and repair.
Reasonable rates. Call Robert
Clough @ 612-722-7586 or e-
mail: robtclough@aol.com. 12-12

Registered Piano Technician,
charlesfruhstuck@mac.com, 651-
489-3181. B-12

SERVICES
Need a handyman?? Any job, big
or small plumbing? Remodeling?
Decks? Etc. Call Dave 612-701-
2272. Competitive prices! 12-12

RAM Handyman Services - Good
service, reasonable rates, no job
too small. Contact Rich - 651-
485-9680 or rich@ramhandy-
man.com. 3-13

Bathrooms, General Carpentry,
Trim and Doors, Sheetrock and
Repair, siding and decks. Mike
612-578-1611, 651-762-4705. B-12

THERMOGRAPHY
Safer alternative to mammography.
No radiation, non invasive, painless.
Schedule appointment 651-917-
3990, www.PictureMyHealth.com.
12-12

TUTORING
Help children learn to read.
Adults (50+ yrs) to tutor K-3 in SP
schools 4-15 hrs/wk. Trng provid-
ed. Stipend avlbl for 10-15
hrs/wk. Call now for fall
Placement: 612-708-5933 or
nhuntington@voamn.org. 7-12

VACUUM CLEANER
Vacuum Cleaners: Sales, service,
and supplies. Experts since 1952.
666 University & Dale. 651-222-
6316. www.a-1vacuum.com B-12

CONTINUED ON PAGE 12
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Floyd Anderson
Concrete Construction

Steps, sidewalks, driveways, patios,
exposed aggregate patios, blockwork,
patching basement & garage floors.

Call 651 644-8567
LICENSED • BONDED • INSURED

S E R V I N G S T .  P A U L

FRANK’S HOME REPAIRS
Residential Projects / Repairs

Frank Durkin   •   651-276-7094

Carpentry - Sheetrocking
Concrete - Tile Work 
Electric - Plumbing

Exterior Drain Tile Systems
Decks - Fencing - Windows

Doors - Mold Abatement
Painting - Demolition - Landscaping

Tree Cutting - Clean-Ups and Hauling

GARY’S AUTOMOTIVE REPAIR

455 ATWATER ST. • ST. PAUL, MN 55117
651-776-9088 • 651-487-3659

MANAGER
GARY NIPPOLDT

ASST. MANAGER
GREG NIPPOLDT

• Tire Repair
• Tune-Ups
• Brakes
• Exhaust

• Oil Changes
• Air Conditioning
• Computer Diagnosis
• General Repair

RIVARD
CONCRETE, LLC

Driveways, Patios, Walks, Steps, Floors, 
Block Work, Retaining Walls, Additions

Decorative Concrete, Colored / Stamped / Exposed Aggregate / Floor coatings 

Garage floor restoration.. 
"Make that ugly old garage floor look brand new"

Free, no hassle estimates • Insured • 651-245-7166, Mitch
mitch@rivardconcrete.com

Family owned 
and operated

CONCRETE
SIDEWALKS,
STEPS AND 

STUCCO REPAIR

GLASS BLOCK
WINDOW

good for basements
any size

CHIMNEY &
FIREPLACE

WORK
Call Mark Larson
651-642-5090

Next deadline:
July 30



Hamline Midway Coalition
(HMC), Frogtown Neighbor-
hood Association (FNA), and the
City of St. Paul invite all interest-
ed residents to attend two public
meetings on plans to transform
Charles Avenue into a “friendly
street” – one that is safe and
inviting for all users, including
local residents and those travel-
ing through the Frogtown and
Hamline Midway neighbor-
hoods.  The meetings will be
held 7 – 9 p.m., Tuesday, July 17
and 7 – 9 p.m., Wednesday, July
25, both at the Central Corridor
Resource Center (1080 University
Avenue, near the intersection of
Lexington and University).  

Since 2010, the Friendly

Streets Initiative, a joint project
of HMC and FNA, has engaged
area residents in a discussion
about the transformation of
Charles Avenue.  Almost 900
people have participated in
Friendly Streets events and pre-
sentations, including five block
parties along Charles during the
summer of 2011, and have ex-
pressed over 2400 opinions
about potential street design fea-
tures.   

Several themes emerged
from these discussions.  First, res-
idents think that there are too
many cars, often driving too fast,
on Charles, and therefore the
street is especially unsafe for chil-
dren.  Further, residents worry

that traffic levels may increase
when construction on the LRT is
completed.  To solve these prob-
lems, residents express over-
whelming support for making
Charles calmer, quieter, and safer
for residents and their children,
and easier for bicyclists and
pedestrians to use.  Among the
most popular street design con-
cepts are traffic circles, median
refuges for pedestrians and bicy-
clists at difficult crossings (such
as Snelling, Lexington, Dale and
Marion), and speed bumps.  Res-
idents also feel strongly that
Charles would benefit from
beautifying and place-making el-
ements such as landscaping, per-
meable pavement, sidewalk mo-

saics and neighborhood book
exchange kiosks.

These thoughts reflect resi-
dents’ genuine concern and care
for the place they live.  According
to Friendly Streets Initiative
leader and local resident Lars
Christiansen, “What we have
learned from residents of Frog-
town and Hamline Midway is
that people are tremendously
proud of their neighborhood
and their streets.  They care about
preserving what they like about
their streets, and they want to see
their streets and their own blocks
improved even more.  I’ve been
overwhelmed by the pride-in-
place that I’ve heard from people
all along Charles in both Frog-
town and Hamline-Midway.”

Recognizing this local senti-
ment, the Friendly Streets Initia-
tive has drawn support from
Councilmember Melvin Carter
(Ward 1) and Councilmember
Russ Stark (Ward 4).  At the up-
coming public meetings, the City
of St. Paul will present plans to
improve crossings at major inter-
sections (Snelling, Lexington,

Dale, Marion, Rice, Western and
Hamline) and to calm traffic
along Charles through traffic cir-
cles, raised intersections, and
other design elements.  These
changes reflect the opinions of
residents who have engaged in
the Friendly Streets Initiative and
will make Charles a more friend-
ly street for residents and all
users.  Come to the meetings and
show your support! 
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Classifeds
Continued from page 11

WANTED TO BUY
**WANTED** - Old Stereo
Equipment, Hi-fis & Hams.
Andy 651-329-0515. 12-12

Top Cash Paid! Furniture
(1940s or older), rugs pictures
bookcases collectibles Beer
items miscellaneous. Antiques
651-227-2469. 11-12

WINDOWS/SCREENS
Custom making/repairs.
Thermal windows; fix frames,
glazing. Kendall's--651-489-
3210, 651-776-6996. B-12

Friendly Streets Initiative moving forward

Hamline Midway Coalition
BY MICHAEL JON OLSON, EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR OF HMC

District 10
Continued from page 4

Spots are still available for ven-
dors and participants in the flea
market, talent show and cheese and
wine neighborhood social. 

For more information and for
a full schedule of events, visit
www.district10comopark.org/2012c
omofest.html. You can also find us
on Facebook at https://www.face-
book.com/ComoFest. Contact
Jessie at 651-644-3889 or dis-
trict10@district10comopark.org
with any questions. 

Partners and participants in the
Como Fest include the District 10
Como Community Council, North-
west Como Rec Center, Chelsea
Heights PTO, the Coffee Grounds,
the Como Park/Falcon Heights Liv-
ing at Home Block Nurse Program,
Como Park Lutheran Church, the
Como Park Language and Arts Pre-
school and Childcare Center, Lyng-
blomsten, Hubert H Humphrey Job
Corps Center, Kinderberry Hill
Child Development Center and
Black Bear Crossings.

(Jon Knox, elected in 2009, is the
board chair of the District 10 Como

Community Council. The Como Com-
munity Council serves an important
role in advising the City about issues
that directly affect residents in the Co-
mo Park neighborhood. The Council
works with residents and community
partners to promote public safety, main-
tain good housing, improve environ-
mental quality, foster a healthy busi-
ness climate and maintain a desirable
neighborhood. Board Members are resi-
dents, business owners and volunteers
who dedicate their time to education
and outreach in the community. For
more information, visit www.dis-
trict10comopark.org.) 

One of the photos from last year's
block party as part of the Friendly
Streets Initiative about the transfor-
mation of Charles Avenue.

Classifieds:
$1.00 per word


