
By JAN WILLMS
Arriving in a new country

with little money and not know-
ing the language is difficult for
anyone. But for Valeria Silva, 48,
it was a starting point. In a little
over 25 years, since she left Santi-
ago, Chile, she has gained the ed-
ucation and experience that has
resulted in her being selected as
the superintendent of Saint Paul
Public Schools (SPPS).

As Silva looks back on her
own progress since she came to
this country, she credits her par-
ents for the tenacity and determi-
nation she needed to accomplish
her goals.  She also is keenly
aware of her roots and where she
came from. She knows her family
deserves recognition for influenc-
ing where she is today.

“My dad died three years
ago,” she noted. “But he would
tell me ‘If you are going to do
something, you have to do it 120
per cent. You have to have a pas-
sion for it.’”

“My mom is still alive, and I
talk to her about three times a
week,” Silva continued. Her
mother resides in Chile and does
not speak English. 

“I am not sure if she under-
stands the magnitude of this job,
but I send her pictures of me
with the students. She did watch
my interviews for the superinten-
dent’s position on the Internet.”
Silva said.

Silva said her mom did not
complete 10th grade because she
had to go to work. 

“I am the baby of the fami-
ly,” she said. “I accomplished
this for her,” she added, referring
to her job leading SPPS. 

Silva graduated from the
Pontifical Catholic University of
Chile and began her teaching ca-
reer in Santiago. She continued
her education at St. Cloud State
and the University of Minnesota.

She most recently served as
the chief academic officer in
SPPS. Before that she was the di-
rector of the English Language
Learner (ELL) programs, princi-
pal at Dayton‘s Bluff Elementary
and Adams Spanish Immersion
schools and coordinator of the
district’s Spanish Immersion Pro-
gram/Curriculum. She also
worked as a specialist for stan-
dards and accommodation in the
Minnesota Department of Educa-
tion. She began her career with
SPPS as a teacher.

Silva considers her back-

ground in ELL and Spanish Im-
mersion to be a plus in her new
position. 

“I think, first of all, in my
country having two languages is
almost a necessity,” she said.
“Knowing English in many parts
of the world is essential, and I
came to the United States to
learn English.”

Silva’s life experiences have
guided her approach and style as
a superintendent.  While her wel-
coming smile makes her ap-
proachable as a person, her intel-
lectual curiosity pushes her to be

tenacious in solving academic
problems.

One of these is the challenge
of a language barrier. However,
in a district that is comprised of
22 per cent students who do not
have English as their native lan-
guage, Silva is not asking them to
do anything she did not do her-
self 25 years ago.

“When I came here, to one

of the most amazing countries in
the world, I found many people
spoke only one language,” she
said. “Why not learn another lan-
guage early in life? Research
shows that by learning one lan-
guage, you learn another faster.”

“I know what it’s like to have
to learn a second language,” Silva
said. “I was in the same situa-
tion.”

She said the world is chang-
ing in how people  are encour-
aged to retain their native lan-
guage while beginning to embark
on learning another.

“People who came here in
the 1940s and 50s and 60s did
not allow their kids to speak
their native language.” She said
the trend now is to keep your
language and speak another as
well. 

Silva said that education and
the economy and a lot of other
factors have made this a totally
different world. 

Silva said the choice of St.
Paul to select someone locally,
who has been in the public
school system for many years, can
affect the Superintendent’s effi-
ciency. Of the three finalists, she
was the only candidate who came
from within the SPPS system.

“If you come to a new city
and a new school district you
have to learn about it,” she said.
“It takes a year to learn a new
school system.”

She said someone chosen
from another locality may have
experience, but every district has
its own culture. 

“Our learning curve will be
faster,” she said, regarding being
hired from within SPPS. 

“SPPS has given me a
chance to work at many different
levels,” she added. “What I have
done is the result of hard work
and experience. If it doesn’t
work, it’s because I can’t make it
work.” 

Silva, who is known for be-
ing a hands-on type of adminis-
trator, said she believes this effort
will serve her well.

“I think one of the strengths
I have is that I have been all over
the (SPPS) organization,” she
said. “I have been given an op-
portunity to find what it is to be
a teacher, and an assistant princi-
pal. I have that emotional sense,
and I like that.”
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Passion for job guides new 
St. Paul Superintendent Silva

In a little over 25 years, since she left Santiago, Chile, Valeria Silva has gained the education and experience that
has resulted in her being selected as the superintendent of Saint Paul Public Schools (SPPS).

“I know what it’s like to have to 
learn a second language. 

I was in the same situation.”
- St. Paul Superintendent Valeria Silva
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Wilder building is sold
A longtime Snelling Avenue
apartment building will continue
to provide housing for low-in-
come residents, but not under
the auspices of Wilder Founda-
tion. The St. Paul City Council,
acting as the Housing and Rede-
velopment Authority (HRA)
Board, signed off on the sale of
Wilder Apartments at 545 N.
Snelling Av. and American House
in downtown St. Paul. Wilder is
selling the properties to Ply-
mouth Church Neighborhood
Foundation from Minneapolis.
The HRA has loaned Wilder
money to improve the two build-
ings and the new owners will as-
sume that debt and make needed
improvements to the Snelling Av-
enue building.

Wilder Foundation’s board
decided last fall to sell most of
their affordable housing to other
providers. The Wilder Apart-
ments and American House are
single-room occupancy build-
ings. A request for proposals to
sell; the properties was issued
last fall.

Over the last six years, Ply-
mouth has acquired eight devel-
opments in Minneapolis consti-
tuting 119 rental units of which
100 have been rehabilitated. Ply-
mouth’s developments serve a
variety of tenants including
homeless families, low income
students pursuing nursing de-
grees from Minneapolis Commu-
nity and Technical College, and
limited equity cooperatives.

The Snelling Avenue build-
ing is 90 years old and was a ho-
tel many years ago. Wilder has
owned it since 1986. The build-
ing has 76 units. Rents range
from about $210 - $290 per
month.

The building has not had
substantial improvements for
many years; Plymouth plans to

make property improvements in
the future. Last year the city
awarded Wilder $501,130 to ren-
ovate the Wilder Apartments, as
part of a larger project with addi-
tional state and federal funds.
Plymouth will now take on this
project.

New Crossroads 
playground is funded
Crossroads Elementary School,
which lost its new school play-
ground to fire last year, will be
getting a replacement. The St.
Paul City Council April 7 ap-
proved an allocation of up to
$25,000 toward the project,
through the Neighborhood Sales
Tax Revitalization (STAR) year-
Round Program. The program
provides grants and loans to
projects outside of the annual
small grant and large grant and
loan cycles. Proceeds for the pro-
gram come from a half-cent sales
tax paid on most purchases in
the city.

The school is on Front Av-
enue in the North End, near the
Como-Dale-Front intersection.
Its playground was heavily used
by students as well as children in
the community, before it was ex-
tensively damaged by fire last
year. The fire was intentionally
set.

Since the fire students, par-
ents and community members
have worked to raise money for a
replacement playground.

Bike/walk hearing set
A public hearing on the Central
Corridor Bike/Walk Action Plan
is set for 5:30 p.m. Wednesday,
April 21 at City Hall. The plan
has been developed over the past
several months by city staff from
Planning and Economic Devel-
opment, Public Works and Parks
and recreation. Its preparation
included community meetings

and a community survey which
almost 300 people took part in.

The plan calls for a number
of bicycle and pedestrian im-
provements in the neighbor-
hoods around University Avenue
and the planned Central Corri-
dor light rail project. The plan
not only proposes improved
connections to the light rail serv-
ice, it also is meant to outline
proposed improvements for peo-
ple traveling through the neigh-
borhoods around the Central
Corridor. One complaint about
the area is that bicycle com-
muters don’t have a lot of op-
tions when passing through the
area, both east-west and north-
south.

One potentially controver-
sial point about the plan is that
it doesn’t call for any specific bi-
cycle improvements on Universi-
ty Avenue itself. Bicyclists will
continue to be able to travel
with motor vehicle traffic on
University after light rail is built
but there won’t be special bike
lanes or improvements for them.
That has generated some protests
from bicyclists who want to use
University.

However, in the plan survey
responses recreational bicyclists’
issues greatly outweighed those
of bicycle commuters.

The plan was developed
with the assistance of funding
and technical support from Bike
Walk Twin Cities and Transit for
Livable Communities. The plan
is available on the city’s Web
site.

City, County 
approve broadband
Like many other communities,
St.  Paul and Ramsey County
have thrown their hats into the
ring for a Google Fiber-to-the-
Home project. The St. Paul City
Council approved the applica-
tion March 24; the Ramsey

County Board took a similar ac-
tion earlier in March.

St. Paul is applying as part
of the Ramsey Broadband Coali-
tion (RBC), which is made up of
the county and other cities in
Ramsey County.

City officials have been
looking at ways to address what
is called a “digital divide” since a
2005 consultants’ report outlin-
ing the city’s broadband technol-
ogy needs. That led to the ap-
pointment of a citizen advisory
committee, which made several
recommendations on ownership
and technology strategies to pro-
vide broadband access city-wide.
One of the committee’s recom-
mendations was to create a part-
nership of public institutions
and build the core of the com-
munity fiber network. Another
was to leverage the community
fiber network to facilitate the
construction of an open access
fiber network throughout St.
Paul.

This February Google an-
nounced that it plans to launch
an experiment to test 29 ultra-
high speed broadband fiber-to-
the-home networks, with trial lo-
cations in one or more commu-
nities in size between 50,000 to
500,000 in population. Commu-
nities needed to apply by March
26.

In the chosen communities
Google would provide ultra-
high-speed broadband networks
that would deliver Internet
speeds more than 100 times
faster than usual. Many commu-
nities, including Dakota County,
have sought the service, not just
for residents but as an economic
development tool.

- Compiled by Jane McClure
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By ELIZABETH MCLISTER
“I got so much on my mind /

school is closing/ I’m trying to keep
flowing but man / we’re running
out of time / not to mention we’ve
gotta leave so much behind/ no mat-
ter what happens it will always be
mine.”

These words were lifted from
“Bulldog Spirit”, an anthem
penned, performed, and record-
ed by St. Bernard’s students Andy
Broadnax and Steve Quam.
Broadnax, Quam, and 196 other
students are coping in their own
ways with news that their high
school has been slated to shut
down this year. 

Current students aren’t the
only people grieving. St.
Bernard’s left an imprint on the
lives of many alumni as well.
Emily Korf’s response to the loss
is personal. “I feel if St. Bernard’s
closes I will lose a piece of my
family history.” Korf’s great-
grandmother, mother, aunts, un-
cles, and cousins all attended the
school at different points in time.
She insists that her deep roots are
not unusual - “Our family is not
the exception, we are the norm!” 

Weeks have passed since the
Archdiocese’s February 16th an-
nouncement that St. Bernard’s
will close its doors for good at
the end of the academic year.
Archbishop Nienstedt and St.
Bernard’s pastor Mike Anderson
have blamed the decision on de-
bilitating financial troubles. In a
letter posted to St. Bernard’s offi-
cial website, Father Anderson
lamented, “[Many] challenges
have added up to an insur-
mountable reality that con-
tributes to closing our high
school.”

The blow comes less than a
year after St. Bernard’s grade
school closed last spring. The ele-
mentary school had become a
fixture in the North End since it
was forged 119 years ago by the
Sisters of Benedictine. School ad-
vocates hoped that the high
school (founded in 1957) would
continue to be an anchor in the
community, but even without ex-
penses being funneled toward
the grade school the parish still
struggled to make ends meet. 

Financial issues have afflict-
ed St. Bernard’s parish and
schools for years. Debts were in-
fluenced by a constellation of
factors, including a high student
demand for financial aid; fewer
contributions from valued
donors; changing demographics;
and declining enrollment on the
whole.  

St. Bernard’s High School re-
ported a $350,000 shortfall for
the 2009-2010 school year and a
projected deficit of $279,000 for
next year. Total indebtedness to
the Archdiocese is somewhere in
the vicinity of 3.7 million dol-
lars; tack on an additional
$800,000 loan for the grade
school (also owed to the Arch-
diocese), and St. Bernard’s total
deficit reaches $4.5 million plus
operating costs. It was with this
daunting figure in mind that the
School Board approached the
Archbishop with the request to
close.

As far as Archdiocese com-
munications director Dennis Mc-
Grath is concerned, the status of
St. Bernard’s has remained virtu-
ally the same since bad news
broke in February. But the recent
activity of “Save Our School”

(“S.O.S.”), a massive grassroots
fundraising effort, suggests that a
glimmer of hope still exists. 

In the days following the
Archdiocese’s mid-February an-
nouncement, a volunteer move-
ment of business owners, family,
alumni, and friends mobilized to
rescue Saint Bernard’s. S.O.S. set
out to generate $1.5 million by
April 1 and by that date the
group’s exhaustive drive had
raised $873,510 in pledges. 

A successful phone cam-
paign reached out to all 5,650 St.
Bernard’s alumni, a March 14 ral-
ly on Rice Street attracted 300
people, and an array of media
tactics have been employed to
bring in donations from the
North End community and be-
yond. Students have chipped in
too, hosting an all-night bowl-a-
thon and participating in out-of-
uniform day to amass funds. 

Last month the S.O.S.
fundraising committee said it
would bow out gracefully if it
didn’t foresee mustering its origi-
nal goal of $1.5 million. So far
the movement hasn’t wavered.
S.O.S. is closing in on $1 million
but they say they already have
enough money to cover the
budget deficit for the first two
years that St. Bernard’s would be
back in business. 

S.O.S. co-chair Ron Rud
maintains, “If we can get the
thumbs up, we will continue our
pledge drive until we hit the
$1.5M, which covers us through
the four years, the number of
years we feel we need to imple-
ment the new plan and turn the
school around for long term sus-
tainability.” Given the chance,
S.O.S. hopes to present the Arch-
diocese with a detailed sustain-
ability model then secure ap-
proval for the 2010/2011 school
year.

Dennis McGrath is skeptical.
He says he can discern more than
one loophole in the grassroots ef-
fort. In the first place, he says in
his experience pledges don’t al-
ways equate to money in the
bank – and St. Bernard’s desper-
ately needs money. Secondly, he
says even $1.5 million is still a
small sum compared to an over-
arching debt of $4.5 million. Fur-
thermore, McGrath says, “God
love their effort but you cannot
operate an institution with a stu-
dent body of just 198.”

School supporters hoped
that the promise of an Interna-
tional Baccalaureate program (St.
Bernard’s would be the first
Catholic high school in the Twin
Cities to offer one) would bolster

its current enrollment. Grassroots
advocates say that an I.B. pro-
gram still holds potential for reel-
ing in new students, including
kids from outside the North End.
Rud says, “As an I.B. school, our
demand has started to and will
continue to reach far beyond the
borders of the neighborhood.”

McGrath’s math is sound but
he concedes that he has not
viewed S.O.S.’s comprehensive
Five Year Strategic Plan Proposal.
S.O.S. insists it is committed to
providing a viable and thorough
business model to ensure St.
Bernard’s continued success for
at least another four years. Vol-
unteers are currently on version

14 of a strategy that includes an
action plan for generating rev-
enue and a blow-by-blow time-
line for the first year back. In the
words of Saint Bernard’s parent
Patti Rud, “There is a very com-
plete and thorough process tak-
ing place well beyond figuring
out the money issue.”

Money may not be the sole
issue under consideration but
S.O.S. acknowledges that it is a
critical one. Volunteer and parent
George Niece says that realistical-
ly, the school still needs up to
five million dollars in order to
rescind the request to stay open. 

CONTINUED ON PAGE 13

Page 3www.MonitorSaintPaul.com • Monitor • April 2010

St. Bernard’s High slated to close; grassroots campaign
keeps the faith that school can still be saved

www.monitorsaintpaul.com

Monitor readers: Welcome to Mastel’s!

10% OFF
Your Complete

Purchase
with this coupon thru May 31, 2010.

Not valid with any other offers or 
juicer purchases.

651-690-1692
1526 St. Clair Ave.
St. Paul, MN 55105
(2 blocks East of Snelling)

M-F 9am - 8pm • Sat. 9am - 6pm
Sun. Noon - 5pm

Dedicated to the Good Health
of St. Paul since 1968.

www.mastels.com

Monuments, Markers and 
Cemetery Restoration

save 10% with this ad
Best Prices Anywhere! 

Phone 651-269-2191“Personal care in every project.”

Save with your valuable documents

Students and other supporters of St. Bernard's staged a rally recently to call attention to their campaign to save the school.

S.O.S. is closing in on $1 million but they say they already have enough
money to cover the budget deficit for the first two years that St. Bernard’s
would be back in business.



By JANE MCCLURE
A Selby Avenue building

will become an urban farm sup-
ply store, tapping into a growing
movement for city dwellers to
grow their foods and even raise
their own chickens.. Egg/Plant
Urban Farm Supply will open
soon at 1771 Selby. The St. Paul
Planning Commission granted
the conditional use permit for
the property March 26. The
Planning Commission is final
unless an appeal is filed with
the St. Paul City Council within
10 days.

The Planning Commission
Zoning Committee unanimous-
ly recommended approval of the
conditional use permit March
18.

Egg/Plant Urban Farm Sup-
ply is planning to tap into what
is becoming a nationwide urban
farming and backyard food pro-
duction movement, as people
plant vegetable and herb gar-
dens, and backyard orchards.

Store owners Audrey Mat-
son and Robert Lies want to sell
seasonal “kitchen garden” plants
at the property, along with sup-
plies for backyard food produc-
tion. Although the main floor of
the building has been a retail
use since it was built almost a
century ago, all garden centers
in St. Paul are required to have
conditional use permits.

Matson and Lies are Ham-
line-Midway residents, involved
with community gardening and
urban chicken-keeping groups
in their neighborhood. She is al-
so a 4-H leader

City staff recommended ap-

proval of the conditional use
permit, and asked the Planning
Commission to modify one con-
dition on the property.  City

Planner Anton Jerve said that
zoning lots where garden cen-
ters are to be located are re-
quired to be on lots of at least

20,000 square feet. The Selby
Avenue property is only 4,366
square feet in size.

But Jerve said the garden

center request meets other con-
ditions. The sale of plants will
be an accessory use to the main
store. The sales will be located at
the rear of the building, in a
fenced area.

The store is consistent with
the Selby-Snelling Small Area
Plan and with the Merriam Park
Community Plan. Both plans
call for attracting new business-
es that serve local residents and
maintaining the mix of com-
mercial and residential develop-
ment along Selby Avenue. No
one appeared at the public hear-
ing to speak against the permit.
Three letters were received in
support, including a letter from
Union Park District Council.

The outdoor sales will be of
live plants, April through Octo-
ber. Plants won’t be grown on-
site. Plans call for selling plants,
containers, bagged mulch and
soil, and garden décor.

“Not having the ability to
have outdoor sales would re-
strict potential sales volume,”
said Jerve.

Matson said she and Lies
were surprised to learn that they
would need a garden center per-
mit to sell plants, and that the
permits are typically issued for
such large properties. The busi-
ness has received a nursery deal-
er license.

“We don’t think of our busi-
ness as a garden center,” she
said. Matson does have previous
garden center experience, work-
ing most recently as manager of
Hermes Garden Center on Lar-
penteur Avenue. But the plan for
Egg/Plant Urban Farm Supply is
of a smaller scale, meant to help
area resident show are interested
in raising vegetables and fruits
in small backyard or “kitchen”
gardens.

“2009 is also the year that
‘locavore’ entered the national
lexicon, referring to people who
try to eat only locally grown
produce and food,” Matson said
in a presentation to the Zoning
Committee. “The Twin Cities
market has seen an increase in
the number of restaurants that
serve locally sourced foods, as
well  as some delis  and food
shops.”

“It doesn’t get any more lo-
cal than your own backyard,”
she added.

The store will be a combina-
tion garden center, hardware
store, bookstore and gift shop.
Along with the plants sold out-
side during the growing season,
Egg/Plant will also sell seeds,
growing supplies, fertilizers,
soil, garden tools, books and
canning and preserving equip-
ment. Classes are planned as
well as a garden plant pot recy-
cling program.

The store will  also carry
supplies for people who raise
chickens and bees. Having more
than three chickens in St. Paul
requires a city permit and per-
mission from surrounding
neighbors. Home owners cannot
own roosters. Nor can they sell
eggs without a permit. Keeping a
backyard bee hive also requires
a permit from the city.
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By JANE MCCLURE
Business owners, landlords

and residents along the planned
Central Corridor light rail line
now know when construction
will take place. Announcement
of the project construction
schedule for 2010 and beyond
has set off a flurry of planning.
University Avenue Business Asso-
ciation (UABA) hosts a meeting
at 8 a.m. Thursday, April 15 at
Model Cities Brownstone, Uni-
versity and Victoria, to review
construction details with Central
Corridor project staff.

Business owners got a gener-
al schedule but want more de-
tails, said UABA President Jack
McCann. “People need the hand-
holding and explanation of
what’s going to happen in
front of their proper-
ties.” While getting a
general schedule is
welcome news, “it
still doesn’t carry
a lot of weight
until you see a
map and dia-
grams.”

Business
owners have
sought infor-
mation on
construction
schedules for
more than a
year, saying
they need time
to plan for light
rail work. Univer-
sity Avenue will lose
about 85 percent of
its on-street parking to
the light rail project. While
the current schedule doesn’t
include specifically when a block
in front of business will be torn
up, McCann said it does give
people a general idea of what
will happen.

The intent is for light rail
trains to be running on Central
Corridor in 2014. Central Corri-
dor will connect downtown St.
Paul to downtown Minneapolis
and the Hiawatha alight rail line.
Project staff and Metropolitan
Council, which is in charge of
the project, are awaiting Federal
Transportation Administration
(FTA) approval this spring to cov-
er half of the project costs. State
and county funds will cover the
rest, through what is called a Full
Funding Grant Agreement.

Construction in downtown
St. Paul got underway last year
and continues through Novem-
ber on Fourth Street. Work gets
underway later this year near the
state office campus, state capitol
and Interstate 94. The Robert-
Cedar Street stretch will be built
between August and November
2010. Work on Cedar Street,
where special equipment is being
installed to allay noise and vibra-
tion concerns, takes place be-
tween June 2011 and November
2012. Minnesota Public radio,
which is on Cedar, has filed a le-
gal challenge to the project, say-
ing its concerns haven’t been
met. The floating slab equipment

being installed is also meant to
protect two nearby historic
churches, Central Presbyterian
Church and the Church of St.
Louis. But MPR and Metropoli-
tan Council disagree on what
type of equipment should be
used.

University Avenue west of
Hamline Avenue will be the fo-
cus of construction in 2011. Work
will take place from Emerald
Street, the west city boundary, to
Hamline between March and
November 2011.

East of Hamline, University
Avenue businesses will feel the
brunt of construction in 2012.

Wo r k

w i l l
take place between Hamline and
Robert Street from March 2012 to
November 2012.

In March St. Paul city staff
began reviewing site plans for
signal equipment and power sta-
tion installations along the line.
Those site plans are expected to
be approved by staff later this
spring.

Major work on Central Cor-
ridor is divided by area and by
the type of work on the $957
million project. Bids for the St.
Paul section or Civil East, were
advertised in early March and
will be opened and awarded June
23. Civil East has an estimated
cost of $231.9 million. It is the
largest part of the project, with
about seven miles of track, con-
struction of 14 stations, bridge
modifications at Highway 280
and Interstate 94, utility reloca-
tion, demolition of the former
Bremer bank building downtown
and reconstruction of the streets.
The Bremer building will be torn
down and rail built between
April to November 2011. The
building’s demolition will mean
the loss of a skyway over Cedar
for a time but plans do call for
an interim connection to be built
by late 2011.

The construction will also
include the controversial

streetscape improvement plan
approved earlier this year by the
St. Paul City Council, which will
be paid for through tax incre-
ment financing, city capital im-
provement bonds and assess-
ments against property owners.

Bids for the Civil West or
western part of the line, the
planned Lowertown operations
and maintenance facility and
other parts of the project will be
sought starting this spring.

The plans were unveiled
March 10 at a Corridor Manage-
ment Committee meeting. The
intent is to try to minimize the
construction impacts and not
tear up University from sidewalk
to sidewalk, so that some traffic

and buses can get through.
No sidewalk is to be

closed for more than 15
days. Storefronts and

business driveways
are to be accessible

at all times.
No area will

be under major
cons t ruc t ion
for more than
150 consecu-
tive days. No-
tice of work
will go out 30
days before
the shovels go
into the

ground.
Elected offi-

cials and Metro-
politan Council

Chairman Peter Bell
hailed the schedule’s

release as an important
milestone for the project.

Nancy Homans, who has led
Mayor Chris Coleman’s adminis-
tration’s work on the project,
said the schedule release is wel-
come news as it gives businesses
time to plan.

The Minneapolis construc-
tion schedule hasn’t been re-
leased yet, although some work
is expected to start this year. Met-
ropolitan Council and University
of Minnesota officials are still
quarreling over how to build
light rail along Washington Av-
enue through the east bank cam-
pus. University officials fear that
light rail vibrations and electro-
magnetic interference could im-
pact research equipment in near-
by buildings.

But the high-profile dis-
agreement with the University of
Minnesota continues to threaten
Central Corridor, with any po-
tential delays likely to further
drive up project costs. Bell said
he is “increasingly pessimistic”
that agreement can be reached
with the university. He and U of
M Vice President for University
Services Kathleen O’Brien
clashed over the U’s refusal to
sign off on easements needed for
the project. The Metropolitan
Council, university and other
project representatives met in
March in a closed session to see
if project details could be ham-
mered out. Those talks are ongo-
ing.
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961 Rice St.
St. Paul

489-2005
Mothers Day Hours: 4 p.m. - 9 p.m.

Monday-Thursday 11 a.m. to 9 p.m.
Friday 11 a.m. to 10 p.m. • Saturday 4 p.m. to 10 p.m.

Sundays 4 p.m. to 9 p.m.
www.mamaspizzaparlor.com

"My Heart Belongs 

to Mama's!"

Featuring Italian Specialties &
Complimentary Special Caramels

for Mom and Everyone in Her Party

On Mothers Day,

Sunday, May 9th -

WEST BUILDING MAINTENANCE, LLC 
Cleaning Services

Mike West — Serving the Minneapolis-St. Paul area since 1965

(800) 451-6753
www.westcleaning.com

COMMERCIAL CLEANING

Affordable Coffins
Dignified hand built wooden coffins.

Eco-friendly, no metal & custom styles
available. Priced from $249.00

Email: affordablecoffins@gmail.com
651-208-6902

Central Corridor 
releases construction
schedule on University



Few cities in America are feeling
the cultural changes of urban im-
migration as rapidly and intensely
as Minnesota’s capital of St. Paul.

Over the past 20 years, a
dizzying diversity of new arrivals
has transformed this formerly
sleepy, predominantly Irish, Ger-
man and Scandinavian city. New
arrivals include Somalis, Mexicans,

African-Americans and one of the
largest contingents of urban
Hmong in the United States.

The pulse of this change beats
strongest along University Avenue,
a six-mile thoroughfare that con-
nects the University of Minnesota
campus with the state Capitol
complex.

Internationally acclaimed

photographer Wing Young Huie
spent three years chronicling the
colliding and evolving American
experience on University Avenue, a
jammed stretch of storefronts, tav-
erns, big-box retailers, blue-collar
neighborhoods and condominium
communities.

The result, “The University Av-
enue Project,” will open May 1 as a

gallery of 500 photographs exhibit-
ed in store windows and on build-
ings along the six miles of Univer-
sity Avenue between the Min-
neapolis border and the state Capi-
tol. At the center of the project is a
spectacular installation site where
images will be projected nightly on
billboard-size screens, accompa-
nied by recorded soundtracks from

local musicians and monthly live
performances.

Blending documentary pho-
tography with revelatory state-
ments by his subjects, Wing has
created a tapestry of words and im-
ages raising complex issues of race,
class, gender, sexual preference, im-
migration, religion and cultural
disconnection.

Presented by Public Art Saint
Paul, the exhibition will run
through Oct. 31.

Wing’s subjects responded to
one of several questions, including:

·What are you?
·How do you think others see

you?
·What advice would you give

a stranger?
·How has race affected you?

Their answers, chalked on
blackboards, reveal the hopes,
dreams and fears of Americans
new and old, all striving to make
their way in a complex, vital urban
community. 

“This is not only a six-mile
public art exhibition,” Wing said.
“This is a six-mile classroom that
explores the changing cultural
landscape of urban life in St. Paul.”

Thousands of students from
kindergarten through college will
engage with the project. Working
with a team of educational advis-
ers, University Avenue Project or-
ganizers have developed a range of
educational activities for use in
schools and universities.

The entire project also will be
published by the Minnesota His-
torical Society Press as an afford-
able, magazine-like book in two
volumes during 2010. The first vol-
ume, available on May 1, gives an
in-depth look at the exhibit itself.
The second volume, available in
August, will focus on the interac-
tion of viewers with the exhibit
during its run.

Unprecedented in its scope
and ambition, the University Av-
enue Project and its subjects carry
messages for every community in a
rapidly changing America.

This project stands as a testa-
ment to the value of art that en-
gages and inspires community
connection and reflection. We in-
vite you to share the messages of
this exciting and important public
art project with your audience.

For more information, visit
www.theuniversityavenueproject.c
om

Page 6 April 2010 • Monitor • www.MonitorSaintPaul.com 

Looking for friendly pharmacists
who know your name?

• Professional prescription compounding
• FREE blood pressure monitoring
• Delivery in the Midway area
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Wing Young Huie
documents a
changing America

Internationally acclaimed photographer Wing Young Huie spent three years chronicling the colliding and evolving American experience on University Avenue, a jammed stretch of storefronts, tav-
erns, big-box retailers, blue-collar neighborhoods and condominium communities.
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By JANE MCCLURE
Without a specific plan for a

small property at Rice and
Sycamore streets, Ace Auto Parts
cannot rezone the property. The
St. Paul City Council voted unan-
imously April 7 to deny a request
to rezone 780 Rice St. from com-
mercial to industrial use.

Instead, council members
want Ace Auto Parts to rezone
the site to vehicular parking use.
That will require a return trip to
the city’s Planning Commission
and City Council. Ward Five
Council Member Lee Helgen said
the council would ask that the
new zoning application fee,
which is about $1,000, be
waived.

A small Dairy Queen has
stood for more than 50 years at
the southeast corner of Rice and
Sycamore. That business has
closed and Ace Auto Parts bought
the property. But Ace Auto Parts
owner Marcus Weyandt has indi-
cated that the property could
have different uses, either by
renting out the building or clear-
ing the site for parking. Ace is al-
so in the process of applying for
a city license to sell used vehicles.

“I’m asking you to just help
me out here,” Weyandt said. His
family has owned Ace since the
1960s.

Ace Auto Parts has been at its
location since 1929 and has ex-
panded after a devastating fire
five years ago. The business em-
ploys 30 people and contributes
a lot to the community, doing
everything from providing jobs
to allowing neighbors to use the

property for overnight parking
during snow emergencies.

“Our business has just been
growing and growing,” Weyandt
said. He said the space is needed.
Weyandt also pointed out that
Ace does a lot to keep its proper-
ty looking good, with landscap-
ing and building upkeep.

Paul Kamp, owner of Kamp’s
Food Market, said the North End
Business Association and many
other business owners support
the rezoning request. Kamp said
the rezoning would allow Ace to
continue to grow and provide
good-paying jobs that benefit the
entire neighborhood.

Opponents agree that Ace
has done a lot for the North End
community, said District 6 Plan-
ning Council Executive Director
Kerry Antrim. But there is con-
cern about a lack of a plan for
780 Rice St. Rezoning to industri-
al and leaving the building in
place could open the property to
uses including a check cashing
business, which some neighbors
don’t want. There are also objec-
tions to a used vehicle sales lot
on Rice Street, given problems
with other lots and their upkeep.
District 6 opposes the rezoning. 

Existing neighborhood plans
call the corner a gateway and
urge that there be no more in-
dustrially zoned property along
Rice Street. District 6 has cited
those plans in its opposition to
the rezoning request.

Helgen also said those plans
have to be considered. The North
End-South Como District 6 Plan
and land use plans for Rice Street

describe the corner as part of a
“gateway” area. The property is in
an area with a mix of land uses
including industrial, commercial
and residential nearby. There
have been issues with land uses
as well as traffic and vehicle ac-
cess to properties in the area.

The vehicular parking zon-
ing classification is the only one
in St. Paul where a property own-
er has to file a site plan with the
rezoning request. Helgen said
that would ensure that the parcel
be used for parking and be at-
tractively landscaped.

The uncertainty over indus-
trial zoning and worries about
future land use are other con-
cerns the council member cited.
“It would have been better if Ace
had worked with the neighbor-
hood,” Helgen said.

“If there is a nice site plan
for parking use I’d be comfort-
able with that,” said Helgen. But
unless there is a clear and know
use for the old building, he’d
rather see it torn down.

City staff had recommended
approval of the rezoning request.
In March the Planning Commis-

sion narrowly recommended
against rezoning the property, af-
ter the commission’s Zoning
Committee split 3-3 on a vote to
approve the zoning change. 

The rezoning and use of the
parcel would add about 25 park-
ing spaces, more if the building
is torn down. Ace Auto Parts
wouldn’t change the site access,
Weyandt said, which includes a
driveway on Rice and a driveway
on Sycamore.

One recommendation from
the Rice Street plan is that indus-
trial uses not be expanded 
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Rice Street rezoning denied for Ace Auto Parts

Without a specific plan for a small property at Rice and Sycamore streets, Ace Auto Parts cannot rezone the proper-
ty. The St. Paul City Council voted unanimously April 7 to deny a request to rezone 780 Rice St. from commercial
to industrial use.

Hamline Midway Library offers
wide variety of programs
Hamline Midway Library has a
wide variety of cultural and edu-
cational programs in April—there
is sure to be something of interest
for everyone!

Join The Friends of Saint Paul
Public Library and the University
of St. Thomas Irish Studies De-
partment on April 19 at 7 p.m.
for a Writers in Conversation
event with the visiting O’Shaugh-
nessy Award recipient Theo Dor-
gan and local poet Sharon
Chmielarz (The Rhubarb King,
The Other Mozart).

Regular storytimes are offered
every Friday at 10:30 am. 

Anusara Yoga blends the pre-
cision of universal principles of
alignment with a deep connection
to the heart.  Join instructor Chris
Gordon for this free class Tuesdays
from 10:30 to 11:30.  Please bring
a yoga mat and a firm blanket
(Mexican style or a wool yoga
blanket) and wear comfortable

clothing that stretches.
Learn basic skills for using a

computer, such as how to use a
mouse and keyboard, create and
save documents, how to use the
internet and set up your own
email account. This is a four part
class that meets April 8, 15, 22,
and 29 from 9:30 to 11:30 a.m.
Participants must pre-register.

Call to register your child for
an opportunity to read with dog
and human team in a relaxed, fun
environment on April 10 from
1:30-3:30 p.m. 

April is poetry month!  Join
the Saturday Club on April 17th
from 1:30 to 3:30 to engage in po-
etry making for writers and pre-
writers.  All children are welcome.

Call 651-642-0293 or stop by
the library at 1558 W Minnehaha
Ave, near the intersection of
Snelling and Minnehaha, to sign
up for events that require pre-reg-
istration. All events are free.



By JANE MCCLURE
A former North End corner

store will become the new home
of the District 6 (North End-South
Como) Planning Council. The St.
Paul Planning Commission unan-
imously approved re-establish-
ment of a nonconforming use at
171 Front Av. March 26. The Plan-
ning Commission decision is final
as it was not appealed to the St.
Paul City Council in 10 days.

In March District 6 also re-
ceived assistance from the City
Council, acting as the Housing
and Redevelopment Authority
(HRA) Board, to purchase the
building. The district council will
receive a $47,000 loan from the
city to purchase the property, the
same amount the city paid to ac-
quire the building. The loan is for-
givable and will be repaid if and
when the building is sold.

District 6 has also received
$35,000 in Neighborhood Sales
Tax Revitalization (STAR) dollars
to rehabilitate the property.

The purchase allows District 6
to move out of rented space on
Front Avenue, once renovation of
the building is completed. It is al-
so meant to revitalize a building
that is in the Invest St. Paul pro-
gram area. Invest St. Paul is a pro-
gram that targets neighborhoods
where foreclosures, vacant and
blighted properties have caused
problems in recent years. The
building District 6 is purchasing
has sat vacant for more than two
years. The city purchased the prop-
erty two years ago from a bank.

The two-story brick building
housed a grocery store and corner

store over the years; one of the old
painted grocery advertisements is
still visible on one side of the
building. The building had been
used most recently as residential
rental space on its first and second
floors. But the property has sat va-
cant for many months. A few years
ago a stamp company had looked
at rezoning the property from resi-
dential to commercial and pur-
chasing the building, but those
plans fell through.

The building has been on the
city’s registered vacant building list
and is in poor condition. Much of
the past renovation work has not
held up well and needs to be re-
done.

The property is zoned for
multi-family residential use but
will no longer have residential ten-
ants. The Planning Commission
decision allows for the office use
again.

District 6 Community Organ-
izer Kerry Antrim said that pur-
chasing and renovating the old
building is not only a way to pro-
vide a permanent space for District
6, it also is a way to restore and
reuse an older, historic building.
“We hope this is a catalyst for im-
provements to other properties in
the area,” she said.

Ward Five Council Member
Lee Helgen said he, too, hopes the
purchase and building renovation
will give the area a boost. The
building is just one block west of
the Rice-Front intersection.

One challenge District 6 has
had is finding a permanent, acces-
sible space for its offices and its
meetings. Earlier this year board

meetings were moved to North
End Elementary School at the invi-
tation of school administration.

Most district councils in St.
Paul are in rented space. Several
are in city-owned buildings, in-
cluding Hamline-Midway Coali-
tion, Como Community Council
and Thomas-Dale Community
Council. A few, including Union
Park District Council, rent com-
mercial space. For many years Dis-
trict 6 was in North End Multi-
Service Center, moving in the early
1990s to rented space on Dale
Street.

Only two St. Paul district
councils, District 6 and District 9
(West Seventh/Fort Road Federa-
tion) own buildings. Several years
ago the Federation purchased and
rehabilitated a building on West

Seventh Street near the old
Schmidt Brewery.

District 6 has owned a build-
ing before. In the 1990s the dis-
trict council owned a building at
Rice and Cook, using state youth
program funding to buy that
property from Sparc’s predecessor,
North End Area Revitalization
(NEAR). A youth-run coffee house

opened there, but had difficulty
finding operating funds. District 6
sold that building and then
moved to Front Avenue.

Antrim said this time around,
District 6 will be the sole occupant
of the building and won’t lease
space to tenants. The district coun-
cil is confident that it will be able
to cover its costs.
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District 6 finds
new home on
Front Avenue

A former North End corner store at
171 Front Avenue will become the
new home of the District 6 (North
End-South Como) Planning Coun-
cil. (Photos by Andrew Fossbinder)



By DEBORAH BROTZ
When Como resident Tinne

Rosenmeier, 50, was 8 years old,
she saw William Shakespeare’s
“Twelfth Night” at the Guthrie
and fell in love with acting and
Barbara Byrne. Because of Byrne,
she decided to become an actress
herself, and she has been in about
40 shows making her own appear-
ances on a host of stages ever
since both locally and nationally.

Rosenmeier was exposed to
theater when her grandmother
and mother took her to the
Guthrie as a child. She was in awe
of Guthrie company member
Byrne, a petite redhead and a well-
known actress then and now, who
she saw in “Twelfth Night.”  

“I was enamored at what I
saw,” said Rosenmeier. “She was
so adorable and so fabulous. I
wanted to desperately be on stage
like her.”

After a 12-year hiatus from
acting, Rosenmeier is delighted to
return to the stage in the Pangea
World Theater and Teatro del
Pueblo co-production of Federico

Garcia Lorca’s “The House of
Bernarda Alba,” at 7:30 p.m.,
April 9-25, at SteppingStone The-
atre, 55 Victoria St. N. She will
play the role of Bernarda Alba, the
cruel, controlling mother of five
daughters, who are forced into
mourning by their mother after
their father’s death. One by one,
they make a bid for freedom, with
tragic consequences. In the play,
Lorca addresses patriarchal con-
straints faced by women and an-
ticipates Spain’s fall to a fascist
regime. Within a year of complet-
ing the play, Lorca was murdered
as the Spanish Civil War escalated.

Although Rosenmeier hadn’t
been acting in the Twin Cities for
several years, auditioning for “The
House of Bernarda Alba” was a
dream come true.

“I knew about the play when
I was back in college,” she said. “It
was something I always wanted to
work on. It’s a fascinating story.
It’s something that resonates with
the condition of women in the
world like with the Taliban and
other countries.”

With her second husband’s
death, Alba becomes the head of
her house and forces her daugh-
ters into mourning.

“All doors and windows are
sealed and they cannot see the
light of daytime for eight years,”
said Rosenmeier. “She controls
them. It’s a tragedy. Her family
honor is tied up in the virtue of
these girls. There’s no female free-
dom in this world.”

Rosenmeier was attracted to
the character she plays because
she’s a strong woman.

“She’s cruel, domineering,
and mean,” she said. “I’m a classi-
cally trained actor. I love to get my
artistic piece into these huge char-
acters. People think of her as evil.
She’s not evil, but what she does
is evil. For me as an actress, I un-
derstand her humanity, when she
seems completely inhuman to the
audience.”

CONTINUED ON PAGE 12

Cafesjian’s Carousel—the his-
toric and treasured merry-go-
round that has delighted riders
for ten seasons at St. Paul’s Co-
mo Park—is seeking additional
volunteers for its eleventh sea-
son, which begins May 1.

Volunteers operate the
carousel, sell tickets, and sell
merchandise at the gift shop.
They work 3- or 4-hour shifts,
two or more times each month.
New volunteers are encouraged
to apply individually, in pairs
or as groups. Training is pro-
vided for all positions, and free
parking is available. For infor-
mation about volunteers op-
portunities, contact Cafesjian’s
Carousel at 651-489-4628 or
volunteer@ourfaircarousel.org,

or visit  our website at
www.ourfaircarousel.org.

Cafesjian’s Carousel origi-
nally operated for 75 years at
the Minnesota State Fair. It is
now owned and operated by
the nonprofit organization Our
Fair Carousel, Inc. Volunteers
have restored the carousel to its
1914 appearance and installed
it in its new pavilion next to
the Marjorie McNeely Conser-
vatory at Como Park in 2000.
The group pays operational ex-
penses through ticket and gift
sales. 

The carousel operates Tues-
days through Sundays from
May 1 through Labor Day, and
weekends from Labor Day until
the end of October. 
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Carousel seeks volunteers
for its eleventh season

Como resident returns to stage in
Lorca drama at SteppingStone

Volunteers operate the carousel, sell tickets, and sell merchandise at the
gift shop.

After a 12-year hiatus from acting, Como resident Tinne Rosenmeier (right) is delighted to return to the stage in
the Pangea World Theater and Teatro del Pueblo co-production of Federico Garcia Lorca’s “The House of Bernarda
Alba,” at 7:30 p.m., April 9-25, at SteppingStone Theatre, 55 Victoria St. N.



Free energy efficiency
workshops planned
Neighborhood organizations are
teaming up to offer a residential
energy efficiency program to
Saint Paul residents. The first step
is to attend one of our free work-
shops on saving energy and
money in your home. Next, you
schedule a home visit where the
Home Energy Squad will install
energy-saving materials for only
a $30 co-pay. Finally, we provide
one year of personalized home
energy reporting.

By attending one of our free
workshops you’ll qualify to re-
ceive the home visit with up to
$400 worth of goods and services
for only a $30 co-pay.

There are two workshops,
Thursday, April 29th 7-8:30 p.m.
and Tuesday, May 4th, 7-8:30
p.m. both are being held at St.
Timothy Lutheran Church 1465
Victoria St. N. For more informa-
tion and to RSVP please contact
us at 651-644-3889 or
Nick.Smith@district10comopark
.org

Toastmasters event
at Hamline April 19
Distinguished Toastmaster and
St. Paul Board of Education Di-
rector Keith Hardy will lend his
high energy and enthusiasm to
Wordsmiths Toastmasters Club’s
first annual poetry slam at 6:30
p.m. April 19 at the Bush Memo-
rial Library, room 305, at 1536
Hewitt Ave. on the Hamline Uni-
versity campus. Come and hear a
variety of dramatic and humor-
ous poetry readings from Word-
smiths members and guests. Feel
free to bring a poem and partici-
pate.

On April 26, at the same
time and location, in a separate
Toastmaster program, doctoral
candidate Lindsay Orr will be
practicing her upcoming disserta-
tion defense, which she will pres-
ent later in May at the University
of Minnesota Department of
Food Science and Nutrition.
Come share your advice to help
her have a successful defense.

Community breakfast
offered April 25
North Emanuel Lutheran Church
will be offering free community
breakfast, Sunday, April 25 from 8
to 9 a.m.

Chris Cagle, attorney at law of
Cagle Law Group PLLC will pro-
vide free consumer law informa-
tion (bankruptcy, debt collection,
foreclosures, etc) during the com-
munity breakfast. He will also
hold a Q & A session during the
Faith Formation Hour at 10:45
p.m.

Directions to North Emanuel
are easy when you know where

the Rice Street Library is located.
Then go west 5 blocks on Hatch
Ave. and stop at Matilda Street.

Pastor Kisten H. Thompson,
and the members of North
Emanuel welcome all to this
event. For more information call
651-489-5611.

For more information call
Larry at 651-373-5797 or Sandy
651-283-1681.

Third Annual Celebration
of Seniors at Jehovah
On Sunday, May 2, Jehovah
Lutheran Church, corner of
Snelling and Thomas in the
Midway, will celebrate its senior
members for the third year at the
10:30 a.m. morning worship and a
noon luncheon. The Human Care
Commitee, youth and Sunday
School are participating to make
this a special day for members over
80 years of age and their accompa-
nying family members. For more
information call 651-644-1421.

Como Women’s Golf Club
Interested in joining a women’s
golf club? Here is a chance to
establish a handicap, learn the
rules and etiquette of golf, while
gaining playing experience and
confidence of the game. We open-
ings for new members for the 2010
golf season at Como Park 18 Hole
Golf Course at 1432 N. Lexington
Parkway. Membership is $63, plus
green fees. Tee times are available
Tuesday, Friday, Saturday, and
Sunday mornings. Application
forms are available at Como
Clubhouse or by calling 651-488-
9673. More information is avail-
able online at www.golfstpaul.org

New course on 
Gospel of John
On Sunday, April 11, the Adult
Bible Class of Jehovah Lutheran
Church, corner of Snelling and
Thomas in the Midway, begins a
study of the Gospel of John with
lectures on DVD by Prof. of New
Testament at Emory University,
Luke Timothy Johnson, a Great
Courses Teacher. All interested
may come to the lounge of the
church for get-acquainted coffee
and rolls at 9 a.m. followed by
prayer, Johnson’s lectures and
interactive discussion. Call 651-
644-1421 for more information.

Curbside Clean-Up for
Como April 17th
Join the Como Lake Neighbor Net-
work (CLNN), District 10 Environ-
mental Committee, Freshwater So-
ciety, Capitol Region Watershed
District and City of St. Paul Public
Works for a day-of-action to help
Como Lake!

On April 17th, between 9 a.m.

and 2 p.m., we are asking Como
neighbors to sweep, rake and bag
the leaves and other organic debris
that has settled on boulevards and
in the street in front of their homes.
Then, please share with us how

many bags of organic debris you
filled and the name of your
street (call 651-487-8648 or
email jcaywood@goldengate.net).

Como holds school 
carnival May 20
Como Park Elementary is having
its annual school carnival on
Thursday, May 20th from 5:30 to
7:30 p.m. at 780 West Wheelock
Parkway. We are a non-profit or-
ganization, we use the proceeds
from the carnival to keep our
playground safe by updating and
replacing our playground equip-
ment.

The playground is used not
only by our school students but
also the surrounding community.
The carnival will have 19-20
games for small children to mid-
dle school age children.

We will have face painting, a
crazy hair booth, basketball and
an inflatable obstacle course.
There are also inexpensive meal
deals for families. It will be a
night of good fun and activities.
Please join us!

Breastfeeding topic of
May 11 La Leche
The Advantages of Breastfeeding
is the topic of the meeting of the
Como-Midway La Leche Group
on Tuesday, May 11. All expectant
and nursing mothers are invited
to attend with  their babies and
toddlers. Call Heidi at 651-659-
9527 for more information.

Candidates play baseball
with blindfolds
Susan Gaertner and Matt Enten-
za, both running for governor,
will join a team of local celebri-
ties playing beep ball or baseball
for the sight-impaired before the
Saint Paul Saints exhibition game
May 6th, Thursday evening, at
6:15 p.m. You can see members
of the St. Paul Midway Lions
beep ball team, who this year
will be re-named Minnesota
Fighting Lions, as they prepare to
be in their first World Series since
the 1980’s.

This year’s series featuring 16
teams from around the country
and Taiwan, will play in Rochester,
Minnesota August 2-8. Proceeds
from the Saints game will go to
helping pay expenses for that and
two other team trips. For more
information on beepball and the
team, please see www.nbba.org
and www.beepball.webs.com. For
donating, email dennis-
stern@comcast.net 

April events planned
at Rice St. Library
The Rice Street Branch Library
has many fun and educational
programs planned in April.
Please stop in and visit us!

Family story times will be
offered on Tuesday and Friday
mornings at 10:30 and on Tues-
day evenings at 7 p.m. Join Rice
Street’s storytelling experts for
stories, finger plays, rhymes, and
songs. 

The Runescape Club will
meet on Tuesdays from 3:30-5
p.m. Each week it’s nothing but
Runescape. Bring your friends!

Teen Time will be offered
Wednesdays from 3:30-5 p.m.
Join us for a rotating roster of ac-
tivities each Wednesday! Video
games, board games, & crafts are
just a few of the activities teens
can do. 

The Collector’s Corner
Neighborhood Trading Post will
be open Wednesdays from 4-7
p.m. and Saturdays from 1-4
p.m. Bring a tradable natural ob-
ject to the library and volunteers
from the Science Museum of
Minnesota will help you learn
more about it.

Free Family Friendly Movie
Matinees will be shown Satur-
days at 2 p.m. Please stop in or
call the library at 651-558-2223
to learn which movie will be
shown each week.

The STARS Homework Help
Center is a quiet place for stu-
dents of all  ages to work on
schoolwork. If you need help
with homework or would like to
be a Homework Helper, please
visit  STARS Monday through
Wednesday from 3-7 p.m.,
Thursday from 3-5 p.m. and
Sunday from 1 to 4 p.m.

The North End Book Club
will be discussing Innocent Man
by John Grisham on Monday
April 26, from 12:45-2:15. For
more information or to register,
please call Sandy at 651-293-
8733. This group is offered in
partnership with the Communi-
ty Education Senior Program.

Practice giving speeches and
making presentations in Spanish
with the Los Lagos Toastmasters
on Mondays from 6:00-7:30
p.m. Contact Ralph at 651-730-
9817 for more information.

Free Foreclosure Counseling
will be offered by the Saint Paul
Department of Planning and
Economic Development on
Wednesdays from 12:30-6:30
p.m. No appointment is neces-
sary.

Free Job Search Assistance
will be offered on Fridays from
10:30-12:30 p.m.

A consultant from Good-
will-Easter Seals will provide
help with job applications and
resumes. Please call 651-558-
2223 for more information.

The Community Education
Senior Program will offer com-
puter classes on Facebook,
Google, and Blogging on Fridays
April 16, 23 and 30. For more

information or to register, please
call Sandy at 651-293-8733. 

The Rice Street Library is
located at 1011 Rice Street
between Lawson and Hatch.
Hours are Monday and
Wednesday, 12 p.m.-8 p.m.;
Tuesday 10 a.m.-8 p.m.;
Thursday, Friday and Saturday, 10
a.m.-5:30 p.m.; and Sunday 1
p.m. to 5 p.m.

Composting discussed
May 11 at Hamline
“All About Composting,” will be
the topic at a luncheon for sen-
iors on May 11 beginning at 11:30
at 1415 Englewood Avenue
(Hamline Methodist Church). A
representative from the Ramsey
County Department of Public
Health will be talking about why
good, old fashioned practices are
often best. A free will donation is
asked for the meal. Call the office
of Hamline Midway Elders 651-
209-6542 to make reservations
for the May 11 event, request free
transportation for event, grocery
shopping or medical appoint-
ments. Also, gentle, in home
exercise instruction is also avail-
able at no cost. 

Community Ed offered 
for permit
Community Education, St Paul
Public Schools has an opportuni-
ty for people who are 18 or older
who do not have their drivers per-
mit. For $150 a certified driver
education instructor will facilitate
two hours of intense classroom
instruction and, after obtaining
your permit, two hours of behind
the wheel instruction. The next
class is Thursday, April 22 from
6:30–8:30 p.m. at Gordon Parks
High School, 1212 University
Ave, 55104. Limit 10 per class. For
more information please contact
the Community Education office
at 651-632-6020.

Green Living and Mother’s
Day Celebration
Practical Green Living - Get over
green guilt and learn small ways
to make a real difference, April
22, 7-9 p.m. Carondelet Center,
1890 Randolph Avenue.

Cost $25, 651-696-2788 or
wisdomways@csjstpaul.org

Mother’s Day Celebration
on the Labyrinth
Expand your vision of mothering
and/or nurturing relationship,
May 6, 7-9 p.m. Carondelet
Center, 1890 Randolph Avenue.
Cost $25, 651-696-2788 or wis-
domways@csjstpaul.org

Page 10 April 2010 • Monitor • www.MonitorSaintPaul.com 



By JANE MCCLURE
A Lafond Avenue dwelling

must remain as a single-family
home and not be used as a du-
plex, the St. Paul City Council has
decided. The council voted March
4 to uphold an appeal by neigh-
bors and reverse a previous Plan-
ning Commission decision allow-
ing the dwelling at 1784 Lafond
Av. to be used as a duplex.

The council adopted a resolu-
tion memorializing that decision
April 7. In the resolution, au-
thored by Ward Four Council
Member Russ Stark, the council
stated that property owner Kim
Nguyen didn’t show evidence that
the property could not be used
again as a single-family home.
That use would be consistent with
the underlying zoning. The reso-
lution also states that a majority
of homes on the block of Lafond
between Fairview and Wheeler are
single-family in use. Because the
property was vacant for a year, its
use should revert to single-family.

What had frustrated several
property neighbors was that the
Planning Commission held pub-
lic hearings and a vote on the re-
establishment of nonconforming
use request in late December, dur-
ing the holiday season. A request
by neighbors and Hamline-Mid-
way Coalition to delay action on
the request and allow time for a
neighborhood meeting was reject-
ed by the Planning Commission.
Commissioners indicated that
they believed they had enough in-
formation to make a decision.

Nguyen has indicated that
the property has historic use as a
duplex, and that use should be re-
established. She and her family
would like to make improve-
ments to the property and use it
as a duplex. She also has indicat-
ed that her family would occupy
one unit of the building. Each
unit has its own bathroom,
kitchen and bedrooms, and there
is adequate parking for two units.

Nguyen currently doesn’t live
in the city.

What has caused confusion is
differences between public
records on the property. County
records indicate the property is a
duplex and Nguyen and her hus-
band have indicated that the
building layout and configuration
indicates duplex use.

But city records do not show
duplex use. Neighbors contend
that the property has not histori-
cally been a duplex and in fact has
been a single-family home for
more than 30 years. 

Several neighborhood resi-
dents turned out for the City
Council hearing and to support
an appeal filed by Lafond Avenue
resident Neil McMahon. McMa-
hon and other residents of the
area said the Planning Commis-
sion made errors when it granted
the property owner’s request.

Some neighbors also said
that the request to the Planning
Commission was misrepresented
to them, and that they wanted to
withdraw their signatures from a
consent petition for the change in
use. They said information about
the property’s historic use wasn’t
made clear.

Residents said allowing the
property to become a duplex will
add to the problems the commu-
nity already faces with absentee
landlords and rental properties in
the area. McMahon said the

neighborhood sometimes faces
“tumultuous” situations due to
behavior of tenants and condi-
tions of some properties.

Neighbors also cited ongoing
problems at Nguyen’s building.
The written appeal states that
there have been 48 complaints
and city work orders for the prop-
erty since 2006, which neighbors
said indicates that the property
has been allowed to be in a deteri-
orated condition. City records in-
dicate most of those complaints
centered on tall grass and weeds,

the need for garbage removal and
the need to have walks cleared of
ice and snow. 

A 2006 complaint revealed
that work was being done on the
building without proper permits.
That complaint resulted from a
pile of construction and demoli-
tion debris that was left outside.
Nguyen has contended that she
and her family now have the
means to make proper repairs to
the building and that they should
be able to use it as a duplex, once
it is brought up to code.
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Recently the Saint Paul Police De-
partment rolled out a new pro-
gram entitled “Blueprint for Safe-
ty” which provides guidelines for
dealing with domestic violence
cases. This plan is designed to be
implemented at all stages of the
criminal justice system; from 911,
patrol, investigations, prosecution,
corrections, and probation. It also
seeks to further cement the close
working relationship that the po-
lice and other city agencies have
with the many advocacy groups
that are part of the domestic abuse
support system.

Over the past few months,
from Hugo to Mankato, we’ve
seen the tragic toll that domestic
violence takes on a person, a fami-
ly, and a community. To date, the
majority of homicides in Saint
Paul have been linked to some
kind of domestic situation. In oth-
er words the lethal violence in our
neighborhoods is not being com-
mitted by strangers, gangsters or
drug dealers, but by family mem-
bers.

As a police officer I’m con-

fronted by domestic situations on
a daily basis. They range from the
peculiar (a verbal argument over a
pork chop) to the downright trag-
ic. I can think of a recent case
where I encountered a female vic-
tim who had bruises on her face
and cuts on her arms. She was
sobbing and her body was shaking
with fear. I eventually learned that
the suspect (her boyfriend) had
assaulted her because she would-
n’t give him money. This guy had
no job, but he expected his girl-
friend to provide for his every
want. When she didn’t, he turned
violent. When police were called
he ran away like a coward.

Unfortunately she had been

so manipulated that she blamed
herself for what had happened. I
pleaded with her to allow us to
bring her to a safe shelter, but she
refused. I released a pick-up for
the suspect, and several hours later
a couple of my hard working col-
leagues arrested him. He was with
the victim inside her car. She
screamed at the officers to let him
go as they took him into custody.

This sad case is just one more
reason why we are stepping up our
efforts as a department to stand
on the side of those victimized
through domestic violence. If
you’d like to learn more about the
Blueprint for Safety, go to the city’s
website at www.ci.stpaul.mn.us

and type “blueprint” in the search
bar.

As a neighbor or concerned
citizen, please do not hesitate to
call the police about what might
be a domestic dispute. If you hear
raised voices, threats of violence,
or the sounds of a physical fight,
call 911. You can be anonymous if
you wish. While we understand
that everyone (myself included)
has had a spirited but non-crimi-
nal argument with a loved one,
the difference between action and
inaction might be one of life and
death.

Be vigilant. Be safe.

Do you have a question or

story regarding policing prac-
tices or safety concerns? Write
in to the editor and we’ll do
our best to address your query!

(Officer Charlie Anderson is a
member of the Saint Paul Police
Department’s Central District
GRID Unit. GRID (Getting Resi-
dents Involved Daily) utilizes
problem oriented policing to ad-

dress crime and quality of life con-
cerns within certain geographical sec-
tors along the Rice Street corridor that
have historically experienced higher
levels of criminal behavior. If you live
or work in the North End and have a
tip or need to get in contact with the
GRID Unit, please contact them at
SPPD-GRIDunit@ci.stpaul.mn.us or
call (651) 266-5937 to reach Ser-
geant Jeff Parsons or (612) 751-4423
to reach Officer Anderson.  For those
in the Como/Midway neighborhoods,
please contact Sergeant Bob Donahue
with the West District Anti-Crime
Unit at (651) 266-5412. If you don’t
know which district you are in, call
the SPPD HQ Front Desk at (651)
266-5628 to find out.)

'Blueprint for Safety' fights violence

On the Beat
By OFFICER CHARLIE ANDERSON
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By JANE MCCLURE
Hamernick’s Decorating Cen-

ter is growing into Hamernick’s
Hill. The St. Paul City Council
hosts a public hearing at 5:30
p.m. Wednesday, April 21 to hear
the longtime Rice Street business’
request to rezone property near
Rice and Cottage.

Hamernick’s is purchasing
the former United Rentals proper-
ty at 1386 Rice St. and plans to
build a new home decorating
showroom and warehouse there. 

The new building will be on
the east side of Rice Street; Hamer-
nick’s is currently in buildings on
the west side of Rice Street. The
company will retain its current
buildings on the west side of the
street.

The new building will repre-
sent a change for a site that has
housed rental business uses since
the late 1950s. It also is a big step
for Hamernick’s, which needs to
accommodate growing customer
demand with a new facility.

The zoning and variance re-
quests have support of District 6
Planning Council, neighboring
property owners and area business
owners. No one spoke against the

project at an April 1 Planning
Commission Zoning Committee
meeting.

Ted and Lynn Natus own
Hamernick’s. “We want to help
clean up the area, bring Rice Street
back to the way it used to be,” said
Lynn Natus. She said the family-
owned business wants to build a
new showroom and warehouse
that the community can be proud
of.

Last year the City council
awarded the project a $150,000
grant and $150,000 loan to re-
place an old building with a new
showroom and storage facility. A
$1 million match is proposed.

The new one-story building
will be at the northeast corner of
Rice and Cottage streets, with an

overall area of 20,782 square feet.
That includes a new 9,352 square
foot showroom and 11,430 square
feet of warehouse area. Two of
three old rental business buildings
will be demolished to make way
for the new showroom and ware-
house; a third smaller building
will remain to the northeast.

Pope Architects is designing
the new showroom/warehouse.
The one-story building will fea-
ture large windows and precast
walls.

But getting that new building
up and operating require a zoning
change for a nearby site that will
be used for parking and truck ma-
neuvering, as well as variances.
The St. Paul Planning Commis-
sion approved the needed vari-

ances April 9 and recommended
approval of rezoning.

Variances are needed to the
city’s TN or traditional neighbor-
hoods zoning standards. Parts of
Rice Street are zoned TN to en-
courage more walkable, dense
neighborhood development. But
that zoning classification has a
number of restrictions, which re-
quire variances in order to build
the size and configuration of
space Hamernick’s wants.

In a TN district, warehouses
are restricted to no more than
10,000 square feet of space so that
requires variances. The city also re-
quires a floor area ratio minimum
of new development of .5; the
proposed floor area ratio for the
new development is .319. Win-
dow and door openings for the
front of the building also require a
variance. TN zoning requires that
at least 30 percent of the build-
ing’s front facade be windows and
doors; 25.8 percent is proposed.

City staff recommended ap-
proval of the variances, noting the
site’s unique circumstances. The
property is a long, narrow lot. The
size of space needed for a home
decorating showroom, plus the

placement of windows and doors
as related to building interior de-
sign, were additional arguments
for granting variances. The build-
ing will be an enhancement to a
neighborhood seeking to add
more businesses, especially busi-
nesses that make Rice Street more
pedestrian-friendly and attractive.

The old rental property is al-
ready zoned TN; Hamernick’s is
asking that two properties to the
east, on Hawley Street, also be re-
zoned from residential to TN use.
Those properties were used for
years by United Rentals for park-
ing and vehicle maneuvering but
never had their zoning changed.

One issue the Planning Com-
mission and city staff may look at
in the future is how TN affects
proposals such as the Hamernick’s
Hill development and whether
the TN standards should be
changed in the future. The zoning
classification was added several
years ago because the city needed
a way to promote denser, mixed
use development. But the variance
process is very complex and can
be a frustration for applicants as
well as for communities clamor-
ing for development.
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Sushi Happy Hour 5 - 8:30 pm Tues. - Sat.

Miso hot! Miso Hungry!
LUNCH BUFFET $9.99

Lunch Bulgogi $5.99 /Dinner Bulgogi $11.99

Tues. thru
Fri. 11-2

Korean 

& Sushi

Also
Japanese Cuisine 

Beer & Wine

OPEN 11 am - 9 pm Tuesday thru Saturday, Sundays Noon - 8pm

694 No. Snelling Ave. 651-645-2000

The Best Steak House
Greek Family Restaurant 35 years in St. Paul

860 University Avenue • 651-228-0310

Includes • Baked Potato
• 2 Texas Toast • Salad

* * * * * * * * * * * New Everyday Special * * * * * * * * * * *

* * * * * * * * * * * www.mmmsteak.com * * * * * * * * * * *

16 oz. T-Bone Steak Dinner

Hamernick’s grows headquarters into Hamernick’s Hill

Rosenmeier
Continued from page 9

Her character’s attributes are
what Rosenmeier likes about her
role.

“She’s smart, and she’s a sur-
vivor,” she said. “She likes beauty,
is a devout Catholic, and loves
her children.”

Some of Rosenmeier’s fa-
vorite roles from past plays in-
clude Miss Hannigan in “Annie,”
Helena in “A Midsummer Night’s
Dream,” Tamora in “Titus An-
dronicus,” and La Marquise de
Merteuil in “Les Liaisons Dan-
gereuese.”

“I like these parts because I
get kind of controlling,” she said.
“It’s a blast. I get it out of my sys-
tem that way.”

The play is different than
other plays Rosenmeier has been
in because she has to do some
stage fighting.

“It’s actual violence, but all of
that is carefully staged so nobody
is hurt,” she said. “It’s important
for the audience to know it’s not
really happening so they can fo-
cus on the story.”

All things considered, Rosen-
meier finds now is the perfect
time to get back into acting. As a
member of Park Square Theatre’s
acting company in the ‘80s, she
played several parts but learned
she needed to perfect her craft.
She did that at the National
Shakespeare Conservatory, an act-
ing school in New York City.

“Performing is really great,”
she said. “I love to act. My whole
career has gone back and forth

between performing and teach-
ing.”

During her 12-year hiatus
from acting, Rosenmeier started a
family with her husband Jon
Bassewitz.  While she enjoyed her
time off raising her daughter, who
is now in middle school, she
found herself at a place in her life
when she thought she could re-
turn to acting.

“It’s another facet of my life
to go back to,” she said.

Rosenmeier finds it fascinat-
ing as an actress to play a charac-
ter who is both grieving and
thrilled to pieces to be in charge.

“To play a fully human and
damaged individual is really ex-
citing and gratifying,” she said. “It
got my juices flowing.”

The compassionate and car-
ing Rosenmeier decided to get a

master’s degree in educational
theater because she wanted to
know more about teaching and
how theater is used in education.
While living in New York City,
she got a master’s degree in Edu-
cational Theater from New York
University and teaches theater in
the East Metro Integration District
at Crosswinds Arts and Science
School.

“I love teaching theater,” she
said. “I believe theater encom-
passes all of human experience in
all its dozens of forms. In study-
ing theater, students find out
about themselves and other peo-
ple around them.  It’s a window
to the human condition.”

When she is not acting or
teaching, Rosenmeier spends time
walking her dog around Como
Lake.

“I look forward to getting my
garden in shape,” she said. “I like
to sew and quilt during the winter
months.”

Rosenmeier wanted to be an
actress because it’s a way of reach-
ing people and communicating.

“As a teacher, one of the rea-
sons why I act is to change peo-
ple’s lives,” she said. “I just love it.
I  love going deep into these char-
acters and why they make choic-
es. It’s so challenging to be so
many different parts of who I am.
I thrive at it.”

Playing one of the parts she
has always wanted to play, Rosen-
meier’s dream is coming true.

“I hope it’s well-received,”
she said. “It gives me a ticket back
in the door.”

For tickets, call the Box Office
at: 1-800-838-3006.

The St. Paul City Council hosts a public hearing at 5:30 p.m. Wednesday, April
21 to hear Hamernick's request to rezone property near Rice and Cottage.



The 8th annual Walk-a-Thon Pig
and Turkey Roast to benefit Sur-
vivor Resources will be held
Monday, May 17, beginning at 6
p.m. at the East Picnic area at Co-
mo Park.

Survivor Resources lends its
support to those who have lost a
loved one violently and sudden-
ly. The organization works

through Minneapolis and St.
Paul police departments, reach-
ing out to survivors of someone
who has been killed in a homi-
cide, accident or as a result of
suicide. 

A Walk to Remember and a
Walk for Hope is the major
fundraiser for Survivor Resources.
Registration fees for the walk in-

clude dinner. The pig and turkey
roast will be served by Divine
Swine and will be followed at 8
pm by the walk, with a closing
ceremony and lighting of lumi-
narias. 

An RSVP for the dinner is
necessary. Call Julie Chalmers at
612-673-3951 or 612-325-9655
by May 7. 
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WE BUY CANS - 60¢ PER POUND
(Price subject to change)

• We also buy copper, brass and
insulated wire.

• Pick up service for scrapmetal, and
more!

• We can help organize your can drive for
your church or school.

875 Prior Ave.
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Central Baptist Church
420 Roy Street N., St. Paul

651-646-2751
www.centralbaptistchurch.com
Dr. Ronald Saari, Senior Pastor

SUNDAYS AT CENTRAL
9:15 a.m. Sunday School

10:30 a.m. Worship Service

WEDNESDAY NIGHT ACTIVITIES
5:30-8:00 p.m. Children, Youth and Adults

See Website for details

BANKRUPTCY LAW GROUP LLC
Attorneys at Law

• Find out if a Chapter 7 or 13 bankruptcy is right for you!

• Immediate relief from dept!

• No more annoying calls from creditors!

• Affordable rates with no hidden charges!

Call Attorney Michael O’Gara
(651) 699-5257

FREE INITIAL CONSULTATION & FLEXIBLE SCHEDULING!
We are a debt relief agency.

We help people file for bankruptcy under the Bankruptcy Code.

651-642-1838

A collaboration of student organ-
izations at Hamline University
has confirmed 11 gubernatorial
candidates for their non partisan
forum on student issues taking
place April 15th.  The forum, en-
titled “Students Decide: What’s
Your Vision for Minnesota?” will
bring student’s questions and
concerns for the next Governor
of Minnesota to the forefront of
the debate.

“We want to make sure that
Governor’s candidates are listen-
ing to the student voice.  Stu-
dents need to be a strong pres-
ence in the gubernatorial debate
to ensure that candidates are
talking about our issues, such as
the rising cost of higher educa-
tion, and growing the economy
so that graduates have entry-level
jobs,” said Antonia Kurtz, fresh-
man at Hamline and one of the
lead organizers of the forum.

Young people ages 18-29
represent 30% of the electorate
in Minnesota.  In 2008, Min-
nesota had the highest youth vot-
er turnout in the country.  There
has been an overwhelming re-
sponse from candidates attend-
ing the forum, because they
know that students are paying at-
tention to the issues.

Everyone is encouraged to
submit their own questions to be
asked during the forum to ensure
representation of a diverse range
of student voices.  Questions can
be submitted in blue boxes on
Hamline’s campus, or online at
HamlineGovForum@gmail.com.
All questions must be non parti-
san.

Students from MPIRG, Ham-
line Undergraduate Student Con-
gress, Inter-Varsity Christian Fel-
lowship, College Democrats,
College Republicans, and

Women’s Resource Center have
come together to organize this
forum to represent a wide range
of student interests.

The forum will on April 15th
in Kay Fredericks Ballroom, 3rd
floor of the Klas Center at Ham-
line University, located at 1535
Taylor Ave in St. Paul.  Doors will
open at 5:30, and people are en-
couraged to come early so they
can vote on which questions they
would like to hear answered by
the candidates.  The forum will
be held from 6pm-7:30pm and is
open to the public.  The media
are welcome and a mult-box will
be available for use by broadcast
media.

Confirmed candidates:  John
Marty, Paul Thissen, Mark Day-
ton, Susan Gaertner, Tom Rukiv-
ina, Bob Carney, Jr, Leslie Davis,
Peter Roess, Rob Hahn, Tom
Horner, Peter Idusogie.

Eleven candidates confirmed for student-
organized gubernatorial forum April 15

Walk-a-Thon Pig and Turkey Roast planned May 17

Rally
Continued from page 3

“The Archdiocese and Father
Mike, our pastor, have been fairly
consistent of late, although their
message has changed a bit as a
result of our unexpected success
in raising a significant amount of
money in our pledge drive. Even
with a strategic plan for future
success and enough pledges to
keep the school open for three to
four more years they indicate
that cash now is the key.”

After cordial meetings with
both the Superintendent and the
Vicar general and the drafting of
multiple versions of their Five
Year Strategic Plan Proposal, the
campaign’s self-imposed April 1
pledge drive deadline has been
extended in hopes that S.O.S.
will be able to meet with the
Archdiocese on the matter. 

News that St. Paul stands to
lose another Roman Catholic
school sent shock waves beyond
St. Bernard’s high school. Fac-
tions of the Rice Street Commu-
nity have stood in solidarity with
the school: Ace Auto, Mama’s,
the Klub Haus, Rice Street Hard-
ware, and other businesses have
contributed to the grassroots ef-
fort in one form or another. Sup-

port has also come from farther
away - the Home Depot of
Maplewood, Midway Rental, and
even sports teams like The Wild
and The Timberwolves have
shown their support.

For the moment, St.
Bernard’s families are being en-
couraged to enroll kids in one of
the Twin Cities’ 13 remaining
Catholic high schools, including

St. Agnes School, Cretin-Derham
Hall, and Hill-Murray School.
Superintendent Martha Frauen-
heim has said that teens who ap-
ply at other Catholic high
schools may receive financial aid. 

The St. Bernard’s student
body, staff, and parishioners are
adjusting to the sobering reality
that the school may be in its last
days. In the meantime, S.O.S.
continues to come up with both
creative and pragmatic ideas for
raising $1.5 million. If all goes
well they anticipate presenting
their plan in detail to the Arch-
diocese. To learn more about the
S.O.S. campaign and upcoming
fundraisers, visit
www.savesaintbernards.com.

The “Rally to Save Our School” was
held at the Klub Haus, 1070 Rice
Street, Sunday, March 14, 7 p.m.

After cordial meetings with both the Superintendent and the Vicar general
and the drafting of multiple versions of their Five Year Strategic Plan Pro-
posal, the campaign’s self-imposed April 1 pledge drive deadline has been
extended in hopes that S.O.S. will be able to meet with the Archdiocese on
the matter.

"Even with a strategic plan for future success and
enough pledges to keep the school open for three to four

more years they indicate that cash now is the key.”
- Volunteer and parent George Niece



Silva
Continued from page 1

“The only things I haven’t
done are cook and custodian,” she
noted, with a soft chuckle in her
voice, “although there is a lot of
cleaning up to do in this job.”

She said her knowledge of the
curriculum will be a big plus. And
in going through budget cuts, she
knows from experience what peo-
ple can live with. 

“I know in times like these we
have to make cuts from other
plans,” she said. “You may have to
lay off a person you really know. I
have to be business-like and look
at what is best for the whole or-
ganization.”

Silva said budget cuts are the
biggest challenge facing her ad-
ministration, but it has been done
before.

“We have been trimming the
bear,” she said. “Now we have to
reinvent the bear. What do we do,
to deliver in a different way? We
are recreating programs, not just
cutting them.”

Silva said it is important to
get students able to read, write
and graduate and go to the next

level of life. “They no longer can
live with just a high school diplo-
ma,” she said.

Silva said the biggest issue fac-
ing schools across the country is
the achievement gap between
white students and minorities.

“Eventually it will affect our
economy in ways we don’t even
know,” she said.  

“We need to have reading to

be prescriptive to give better re-
sults,” Silva said. She said school
systems are dealing with chal-
lenges with children who are
homeless or who may not have
eaten the night before. “We have
to maximize how we face those
challenges,” she said.

Minnesota has been compet-
ing in Race to the Top, a $4.35 bil-
lion incentive program designed

by the U.S. Department of Educa-
tion to spur progressive reforms in
state and local district K-12. Al-
though Minnesota did not receive
any money initially, Silva said they
would go for the second round.

Basically, Silva will do what-
ever it takes to bring money and
resources to SPPS. She wants to
enable students to become more
proficient.

She said she would like to
leave a legacy that all kids can
learn, given the right experiences
and the right opportunities.

“We are not perfect,” she ad-
mitted, “But we are in a lot better
shape in the St. Paul school dis-
trict than some others. If we can’t
narrow the student achievement
gap, I don’t know who can.”

Silva said education is a job
not just for the schools, but it re-
quires the help of the community,
churches and agencies. 

“If the schools are failing, the
communities are failing,” she said.
“We have to rally and work togeth-
er, not only to help one group, but
to help us all.”

Silva’s days as school superin-
tendent are long, but when she
does have a few moments to spare
she likes to spend them reading,
dancing, scrapbooking or garden-
ing at her home in Woodbury,
where she lives with her husband
and children.

“But I mostly like to spend
time with my friends and family,”
she said.

Her journey from Chile to
America has been a long one, in
terms of miles and differences in
culture. Silva has managed to
complete that journey, bringing
with her a wealth of experiences
gained not only from her begin-
nings but from the wide array of
tasks and training she has per-
formed along the way. 

She is ready to share those ex-
periences with St. Paul Public
Schools. 
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Any Day, Week, Month of the Year

651-274-0263 or 651-373-6652

We will Haul away and clean
up just about anything, or if

you need help moving

HAULERS & MOVERS

SERVICES • SERVICES • SERVICES • SERVICES • SERVICES • SERVICES • SERVICES • SERVICES

Headed for New Orleans

Superintendent Silva said it is important to get students able to read, write and graduate and go to the next level of life.

Volunteers from Sibley Bike Depot loaded up 150 bicycles April 8 and
took them on the road to New Orleans. Bicycles from Sibley and Mister
Michael Recycles Bicycles will be given to New Orleans volunteers. That
city is still recovering from the effects of Hurricane Katrina and bicycle
groups there are in need of bicycles. (Photo by Andrew Fossbinder)



Monitor Want Ads are now $1 per
word with a $10 minimum. Send
your remittance along with your ad
to Monitor Classifieds, Iris Park Place,
1885 University Avenue, Ste. #110, St.
Paul, MN 55104. Classifieds must be
prepaid via cash, check, or credit card.
Classified ads can be e-mailed to
denisw@aplacetoremember.com.
Want ads must be in the Monitor
before May 3 for the May 13 issue.
Call 651-645-7045 for more
information. Your classified ad
will also be automatically placed
on the Monitor’s website at
www.MonitorSaintPaul.com

ADOPTION
Loving family looking to grow
through adoption. Please contact
Emily at 480-227-1377 or grow-
ingclovers@gmail.com 

BATHROOMS
Bathroom/kitchens!! Basement fin-
ishing. Bad water pressure? Sinks,
toilets and tub/surrounds, etc.
Ceramic tile. Basement bathrooms
installed. Call 612-275-9815. 6-10

Need a handyman?? Any job, big or
small plumbing? Remodeling?
Decks? Etc. Call “Dynamo” Dave
612-701-2272. Competitive prices!
12-10

EBAY SALES
Contract with us to sell your busi-
ness overstock, belongings, vehi-
cles and real estate on eBay.
Shannon 612-729-5910.
www.personalpropertysolutions.
net 10-10

HANDYMAN
Need a handyman?? One call
does it all. Any job, big or small.
Plumbing? Remodeling? Don’t
tell my wife, but keeping your
house in tip-top condition is
more important than my own!
Call “Dynamo” Dave 612-701-
2272. 12-10

ANTIQUES
For Sale: Vintage 1900-1949
lights, house hardware, doors,
tubs, radiators, etc. Also furniture
hardware. 651-644-9270. 20% off
with ad. 6-10

FURNITURE –
REUPHOLSTERY

Labor starting at chairs $149.00,
20% off fabric love seats – couch-
es. 35 yrs. Dave 612-721-5105.
612-636-3073. 4-10

HAULERS AND MOVERS
Will haul away and clean up
almost anything, or help you
move. Any day. 651-274-0263 or
651-373-6652. B-09

LAWN CARE
Sorensen Lawn Care. Mowing,
spring and fall clean-ups, fertil-
ization, aeration and overseed-
ing. Emerald Ash Borer treat-
ment. Jeff. 651-695-1230. 7-10

CONTINUED ON PAGE 16
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TSCHIDA BROS.
PLUMBING
• Remodeling &

Repairing
• Water Heaters
• Discount For Seniors

1036 FRONT AVE.,
LICENSED • BONDED

LIC. NO. 7212

651-488-2596

S E R V I N G S T .  P A U L

FRANK’S HOME REPAIRS
Residential Projects / Repairs

Frank Durkin   •   651-276-7094

Carpentry - Sheetrocking
Concrete - Tile Work 
Electric - Plumbing

Exterior Drain Tile Systems
Decks - Fencing - Windows

Doors - Mold Abatement
Painting - Demolition - Landscaping

Tree Cutting - Clean-Ups and Hauling

CONCRETE
SIDEWALKS,
STEPS AND 

STUCCO REPAIR

GLASS BLOCK
WINDOW

good for basements
any size

CHIMNEY &
FIREPLACE

WORK
Call Mark Larson
651-642-5090

HARDWOOD FLOORS – 
Beautifully Refinished
1/2 the Cost & 
1 Day Service

WOOD FLOORS BY MCCORMICK
Call Leo at 488-1961

TOTAL HOME
IMPROVEMENTS
Your Complete Contractor • Lic. #20095403

✓ Additions/Basements ✓ Decks/Porches
✓ Bathrooms/Kitchens ✓ Renovations
✓ Doors/Windows ✓ Roofing/Siding

Pictures & refs available

651-777-3911

Floyd Anderson
Concrete Construction

Steps, sidewalks, driveways, patios,
exposed aggregate patios, blockwork,
patching basement & garage floors.

Call 651 644-8567
LICENSED • BONDED • INSURED

AIR-CONDITIONER &
SPRING FURNACE SALE

Over 25 Years Experience / Licensed • Bonded • Insured
Furnace & Air Conditioners • Sheet Metal-Ductwork • Gravity System Ductwork Replacements

KEVIN’S
HEATING & COOLING INC.

“Residential Installation Expert”

651-270-0427         FREE ESTIMATES MAYTAG GARY’S AUTOMOTIVE REPAIR

455 ATWATER ST. • ST. PAUL, MN 55117
651-776-9088 • 651-487-3659

MANAGER
GARY NIPPOLDT

ASST. MANAGER
GREG NIPPOLDT

• Tire Repair
• Tune-Ups
• Brakes
• Exhaust

• Oil Changes
• Air Conditioning
• Computer Diagnosis
• General Repair



Classifieds
Continued from page 15

Lawn mowing, free estimates.
763-783-1014. 5-10

Lawn mowing. Per time or sea-
sonal. From $20 per cut.
Satisfaction guaranteed. 651-343-
3944. 6-10

Residential lawn mowing service.
For estimates call Tim @ 612-
743-6670. 4-10-00

NANNY
Need a nanny? Very affordable
rates. Available weekdays and
weekends. Call Kim 651-645-
8331. 3-10

Experienced nanny looking for a
full-time or part-time summer
position in the Twin Cities.  I am
a middle school teacher looking
for a summer job.  I have nannied
full-time for three previous sum-
mers and have cared for children
from ages 2-14.  I am willing to
work flexible hours and work
with any age children.  Please call
651-983-6364 or email jessi-
ca.woulfe@gmail.com.

SHOES
Got shoes?! Need fixed?!
www.HartlandShoes.us or 651-
646-4326. 2-10

PAINTING
Interior/exterior painting, enam-
eling, plaster patching, free esti-
mates. Bob. 651-633-5565. 12-10

Painting – wallpaper removal.
Average 3 room paint job - $250.
Average house $650. Average
garage $250. Painter Jim 651-
698-0840. 2-10

PIANO TUNING
Quality piano tuning and repair.
Reasonable rates. Call Robert
Clough @ 612-722-7586 or e-
mail: robtclough@aol.com. 12-10

PET SITTING
Wagner’s Pet Sitting. Walking –
Day and Overnight Care. 651-
771-0421. 9-10

SERVICES
RAM Handyman Services LCC.
Good service, reasonable rates,
“no job too small.” Rich – 651-
485-9680 – or
www.ramhandyman.com. 6-10

Need a handyman?? Any job, big
or small plumbing? Remodeling?
Decks? Etc. Call Dave 612-701-
2272. Competitive prices! 12-10

Spring garden tilling: Existing gar-
den - $35; New garden - $65;
New garden ready to plant - $100.
Minimum prices shown for 10’ x
20’ garden plot prices for larger
gardens proportionate to size.
Please call Joe to schedule. 651-
366-2221. 

VACUUM CLEANER
Vacuum Cleaners: Sales, service
and supplies. Experts since 1952.
666 University @ Dale. 651-222-
6316. www.a-1vacuum.com 6-10

VOCAL LESSONS
Vocal/drama coach in the Como
neighborhood. Voice lessons for
music theatre and interpretation
technique. Florence Schaffer. 651-
488-2212. 4-10

WANTED TO BUY
Paying the most cash for your fur-
niture, dishes, glassware, knick-
nacks, costume jewelry, antiques,
pictures, lamps, household items
etc. I make housecalls. Call Mary
Anne 612-729-3110.  6-10

Wanted to buy - toy trains, Jerry.
651-645-6259. 6-10

Wanted to buy: Top cash paid,
older furniture, beer items, mis-
cellaneous antiques. 651-227-
2469. 7-10

I buy stuff. Scrap metals, non-
working vehicles, computer scrap,
circuit boards, jewelry and coins.
Cash paid. 651-500-0969. 4-10

The Minnesota Twins aren’t the
only ones moving into a new
home. Twin polar bears, Neil &
Buzz, arrived safely back to Co-
mo Zoo and into their new
home, Polar Bear Odyssey, the
Zoo’s newest attraction opening
June 3, 2010.

The eleven-year-old male
bears were accompanied by ani-
mal care staff during their trip
from the Detroit Zoo where they
have lived since February 2008.
They were born at the Louisville
Zoo and came to Como Zoo in
2002. The male bears are named
for the Apollo 11 astronauts
Neil Armstrong and Buzz
Aldrin.

“We are so excited to have
the bears back home and over
the next several weeks we will be
getting the bears acclimated to
their new surroundings.” noted
Como Campus Manager
Michelle Furrer. “We can’t wait
to share Polar Bear Odyssey
with the community in June.”

Neil & Buzz’s new home
features 13,140 square foot of
outdoor polar bear living space,
and a 3,260 square foot state-of-
the-art holding building with

large indoor bedrooms, a cub
den, daylight and pools. The
new exhibit was designed with
polar bears and the public in
mind. Visitors will delight in
up-close and per sonal views of
the worlds largest land predator.
Visitors will also be able to ob-
serve the polar bears inside the
Outpost - a climate-controlled
building that provides both un-
derwater views and expansive
views of the entire habitat. Out-
side, visitors will have unob-

structed views that bring the
bears as close as twenty feet.

Polar Bear Odyssey, which
emulates a Hudson Bay ecosys-
tem complete with a river-
washed stream, rocky cliffs and
evergreen vegetation, is a world-
class habitat.  It was designed to
not only meet, but exceed all
national and international stan-
dards.  The habitat recently re-
ceived the Three Diamond Rat-
ing by Polar Bears International,
one of only 2 zoos in the world
with that distinction.

A special community cam-
paign kick-off event, Show Your
Love For Como, will be held on
April 24 and 25.  Guests can at-
tend and show their love for Co-
mo at this two-day conservation
event by participating in special
activities, talks, entertainment,
or making a contribution to Po-
lar Bear Odyssey. Como
Friends, the non-profit partner
of Como Park Zoo and Conser-
vatory, goal is to raise $200,000
for this world-class conservation
exhibit from Como’s two mil-
lion annual visitors—the largest
audience of any cultural institu-
tion in the state of Minnesota. 
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Como’s polar bears, Neil and Buzz, return to Como Zoo

Twin polar bears, Neil & Buzz, ar-
rived safely back to Como Zoo and
into their new home.
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