
By JAN WILLMS
Borrowing a phrase from the

Elvis Presley hit of 1960, “It’s
Now or Never.”

This is how Cecile Bedor, di-
rector of Planning and Economic
Development for the city of Saint
Paul, sees transit development.

In particular, the develop-
ment of the Central Corridor, the
primary east-west route between
downtown Saint Paul and down-
town Minneapolis.

The proposed light rail transit
(LRT) line along University Av-
enue will connect the two down-
towns, the State Capitol, the Uni-
versity of Minnesota and the Mid-
way area.

“It is unlikely the opportuni-
ty will present itself again,” Bedor
said, “and we need to provide the
options for transportation.”

“We think we’ll have signifi-
cant importance in terms of devel-
opment and moving the people
of this city with the Central Corri-
dor,” Bedor said. “We are provid-
ing another mode of transporta-
tion.”

Based on the high numbers
of people who have been using
mass transit, the demand for bet-
ter transportation in the Twin
Cities and surrounding areas is in-
creasing. 

Donna Drummond, a Saint
Paul city planner who is focusing
on the Central Corridor, said the
Hiawatha line, which runs be-
tween the Mall of America and
downtown Minneapolis, has
opened a lot of people’s eyes. 

“That line is already at
33,000 per day,” she said. “We’re
projecting 43,000 people per day
by 2020 for the Central Corridor.

The potential is certainly there.”
However, the plans for im-

proving transit may hinge on
whether voters approve a consti-
tutional amendment on Nov. 7.

The proposed amendment
would require that all revenue
from the state’s existing vehicle
sales tax be spent only on roads
and transit. Currently nearly half
of that money goes into the gen-

eral fund to balance the state
budget.

“Folks working on the Cen-
tral Corridor feel passage of the
amendment is really critical,” said

Drummond. 
If the project wins final feder-

al approval, the estimated cost of
$930 million will have 50 per
cent of the capital costs funded by
the Federal Transit Administra-

tion. The remaining half will be
funded 2/3 by the state and 1/3
by Ramsey and Hennepin Coun-
ties.

“It would be increasingly dif-
ficult to find those resources if the
amendment doesn’t pass,” Drum-
mond said.

She said she does realize that
passage of the amendment would
leave a gaping hole in the general
fund that has to be filled by some
other source, but she felt it only
makes sense that the motor vehi-
cle sales tax should go to trans-
portation.

Steve Dornfeld, public affairs
director for the Metropolitan
Council, said in a later interview
that he is hoping the amendment
will pass.
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Como considers
mounted police

By JANE MCCLURE
St. Paul Police are warning

Hamline-Midway residents about
suspicious behavior in the neigh-
borhood. The person involved is
believed to be a male registered
sex offender who lives in the
community.

The man has knocked on
doors asking if he can use a tele-
phone or get a glass of water. He
has also asked children if there is
a parent home. The suspect de-
scription does match that of a
known sex offender who lives in

the community. He is described
as a white male, 28 to 38 years
old, 5 foot 9 inches to 6 feet 2
inches tall and weighing 215 to
240 pounds.

The suspect has engaged in
similar behavior in the past. At
least three incident have been re-
ported in the neighborhood re-
cently.

The St. Paul Police Depart-
ment with our partners in the
Ramsey County Probation and
the sheriff's office work closely to
monitor the activities of sexual

offenders, said Assistant Police
Chief Nancy DiPerna. “We be-
lieve this information serves to
better inform our community so
they can take basic steps to in-
crease their safety and the safety
of entire neighborhoods.”

Anyone experiencing a situa-
tion similar to the one reported
should call police at 651-291-
1111. Police do monitor sex of-
fenders, even though they are no
longer under intensive supervi-
sion as a result of their sentences.

Police remind everyone that

basic safety practices should be
used at all times when anyone
comes to your door. Keep the
doors locked, even when you are
home. Attempt to identify the
person through the use of a peep
hole or window, and communi-
cate with the person through the
locked door.

Be especially mindful of an-
swering the door when you are
home alone and instruct children
on expected procedures for an-
swering the door when adults are
away.

Police send out warning on registered sex offender

Cecile Bedor, director of Planning and Economic Development for the city of Saint Paul, thinks its now or never for
the development of the Central Corridor. (Photo by Terry Faust)

“It is unlikely the opportunity will present
itself again, and we need to provide the

options for transportation.”
- Cecile Bedor, director of Planning and Economic Development for the city of Saint Paul
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Frogtown motorcycle
mechanic honored
A Frogtown motorcycle mechanic
and racer will be honored October
14 when it is "Steve Hamel and
his Marvelous Race Bike Day" in
St. Paul. The St. Paul City Council
declared the special day Septem-
ber 27.

Hamel owns and operates
Sterling Cycle in Frogtown. He is
well-known for his work with Vin-
cent motorcycles and has been
featured in articles and television
programs. In late October, a mo-
torcycle he built an engine for will
be featured on the Discovery
Channel. The engine was build for
Biker Build-off Champion Matt
Hotch.

But Hamel does much more
than build bikes. He recently set
the national speed record on a
Vincent cycle, besting motorcycle
legend Rollie Freed's record. In
1948 Freed set the record of
150.313 miles per hour on a Vin-
cent at Utah’s Bonneville Salt
Flats. In his Frogtown shop Hamel
reengineered a 1950 Vincent to
challenge Freed’s record and sur-
passed that record on September
6. He rode at 152.604 miles per
hour.

Hamel’s next goal is to break
the 1967 land speed record of
183.585 set by new Zealand native
Burt Monro. Munro set that record
on a 1920 Indian motorcycle. 

Snelling Cafe OKed for
wine, malt liquor
Snelling Café, 638 N. Snelling Av.,
will be allowed to sell wine and
malt liquor on-sale, as a result of
St. Paul City Council action Sep-
tember 20. The council approved
the licenses with conditions, fol-
lowing a legislative hearing earlier
in September.

Restaurant owner Afeworki
Bein, who has owned the business
for three years, will have to follow

four conditions to retain the li-
censes. One is to only sell strong
beer and wine in conjunction with
the sale of food. City licensing staff
will be allowed to periodically re-
view the receipts to verify that at
least 60 percent of the restaurant’s
gross sales would be for food.

A second condition prohibits
entertainment at the business,
such as karaoke, live bands or
dancing. A separate entertainment
license would be needed before
this is allowed.

A third condition would re-
quire the post of signs to direct ve-
hicles to enter the parking lot from
Snelling and exit onto Snelling,
and not use the alley.

The fourth condition would
prohibit the sale of alcohol bever-
ages before 5 p.m. The restaurant
closes at 10 p.m.

The legislative hearing was
held because the city received two
letters of complaint. One neigh-
bor objected in general to the sale
and service of liquor. A second
raised objections citing the prox-
imity of a school and park near
the restaurant. The city has a dis-
tance requirement for some
liquor licenses. However, that
does not apply for beer and wine
licenses. No one attended the leg-
islative hearing to speak against
the licenses.

BNSF Railway OKed to
build crane facility
Burlington Northern Santa Fe Rail-
way can build a new crane mainte-
nance facility, as a result of St. Paul

Planning Commission action Sep-
tember 22. The commission unan-
imously approved an enlargement
of non-conforming  has been
posted until mid-September. 

The Planning Commission’s
action is final as it was not ap-
pealed to the St. Paul City Council
in 10 days.

Hamline Midway Coalition
had recommended approval of
the BNSF request. No one ap-
peared at a September 14 Plan-
ning Commission Zoning Com-
mittee public hearing to speak
against the request.

The intermodal yard has gen-
erated complaints about noisy op-
erations for years. The yard is
north of Newell Park and its sur-
rounding neighborhood. Neigh-
borhood residents and the rail-
road have also wrangled over ex-
pansion of operations. In  1996 a
building erected without proper
city permits was allowed to re-
main in place by the Planning
Commission, despite protests
from neighborhood residents.

The railroad’s intermodal fa-
cility is on Pierce Butler Route be-
tween Snelling and Prior avenues.
BNSF needs an enlargement of
non-conforming use permit to
build the new facility. the building
would house cranes used and re-
paired on the site and would al-
low the railroad to move the
equipment and maintenance work
indoors. The building would be
located on the north central por-
tion of the property, next to an ex-
isting maintenance building. It
would be 9,600 square feet in size.

City staff recommend ap-
proval of the request, with addi-
tional conditions on the permit.
One condition is that all work as-
sociated with the structure shall be
limited to the hours of 6 a.m.-6
p.m. The structure shall be built
with sound insulation or similar
materials to abate noise created by
the work within the structure.

No work may be brought in
from outside of the facility. All
work conducted here shall be lim-
ited to equipment that is operated
by BNSF and its partners at the
Pierce Butler site.
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liquor on-sale, as a result of St. Paul City Council action September 20. 
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By JANE MCCLURE
Years of debate may be wind-

ing down as HealthEast prepares
to tear down Merriam Park hous-
es and build a large parking lot at
its Midway Hospital campus. The
Merriam Park Community Coun-
cil approved the project in Sep-
tember.

But there is still controversy
over the loss of housing and po-
tential loss of alley access for
neighbors. Another concern is
that despite the district council’s
intentions, a community task
force process never materialized—
despite a 1997 city conditional
use permit requirement that such
an ongoing task force be formed.

Yet another issue raised by
district council members is that
tearing down houses to build
large surface parking lots is in
conflict with the Merriam Park
Community Plan, the long-range
plan for the neighborhood.

Neighbors are also unhappy
that despite promises to work
with the Midway Transportation
Management Organization, few
solutions have been found to the
problems created by most Health-
East employees going to and from
work in single-occupancy vehicles.

The parking lot site plan was
recommended for approval Sep-
tember 13 with conditions, with
one district council member ab-
staining from the vote. The plans
are currently undergoing review
by city staff.

HealthEast wants to tear
down four Aldine Street houses it
owns and create one large park-
ing lot of about 170 spaces on
the eastern half of the block
bounded by Shields Avenue, Al-
dine Street and St. Anthony Av-
enue. The half-block already has
a 48-space lot at one end and a
44-space lot at another.

What the next steps are for
HealthEast will depend on which
of two site plans is chosen. It’s
possible lot plans could have to
go through a variance review and
approval process through the
Board of Zoning Appeals (BZA).
Or the plans would require only
a city site plan review. One plan
has 172 spaces and the other
175. The key difference is that
one plan would allow lot access
on an east-west alley and the al-
ley would be widened. When the
plans will be considered by city

officials isn’t known.
The alley is in the north one-

third of the lot site and connects
to a north-south alley between Al-
dine and Herschel Street. The plan
allowing alley access to and from
the lot is the one the district coun-
cil supports. But whether that
could actually happen is unclear
as the city restricts commercial use
of alleys that are shared with resi-
dential neighbors.

A district council committee
recommendation that would pro-
hibit HealthEast from ever vacat-
ing that alley was deleted from
the site plan conditions on an 8-7
vote after HealthEast’s district
council representative, Ann Son-
nee, won an appeal of the chair’s
ruling that she could not vote on
the site plan issue. MPCC Presi-
dent Scott Banas said HealthEast
representative Ann Sonnee should
not vote due to conflict of inter-
est, a recommendation other dis-
trict council members objected
and overruled him on a split vote.

MPCC Land Use Committee
Chairperson Jim Marti said that
maintaining alley access is im-
portant. “In addition to the loss
of the housing, the possible loss
of the alley is a real concern to
the residents.” Neighbors have
asked that the alley remain in
place as it currently is part of a T-
shaped alley that provides access

to their properties.
Herschel resident Bill Oetting

said the north-south alley slopes
and gets icy in the winter. “If the
alley is vacated, it will make it
much more difficult for the neigh-
bors to get in and out of their
garages,” Oetting said.

But HealthEast representa-
tives demanded that they retain
the right to vacate the alley in the
future, with HealthEast represen-
tative Tony Thomas calling the
proposed prohibition “unaccept-
able.

“I don't see where anybody's
rights would be inadvertently di-
minished,” he said. Thomas said
the City Council would hold a
public hearing if and when
HealthEast would try to vacate the
alley in  the future.

The Merriam Park HealthEast
campus is roughly bounded by
University, Pierce, St. Anthony
and Aldine. The campus formed
in 1997 after Midway Hospital
closed. Since then residential
neighbors around the hospital
have contended that HealthEast
officials don’t do enough to work
with them. They also say that be-
cause their neighborhood is sepa-
rate from the rest of Merriam Park
by Interstate 94, the district coun-
cil also ignores their needs. The
neighborhood has had trouble
finding someone to serve continu-

ously on the district council in re-
cent years.

Those controversies resur-
faced in fall 2004 when plans
were outlined for a parking lot.
It’s not clear why the latest at-
tempt to start the task force failed.
Creating a task force to study
HealthEast campus-neighbor-
hood issues and HealthEast par-
ticipation in the district council is
part of a 1997 special condition
use permit agreement between the
city and HealthEast, after Midway
Hospital closed and was convert-
ed into outpatient and office facil-
ities.

But the task force hasn’t met
for many years and it technically
puts HealthEast in violation of its
permit to continue to operate in
Merriam Park. HealthEast did re-
join the district council in 2005.

Banas said he’s disappointed
that both sides didn't get together
and form the task force. “I had
hoped these issues would have
been discussed.”

Not only were district council
members disappointed that the
task force process wasn’t followed,
some believe the health care cor-
poration isn’t doing nearly
enough to encourage its employ-
ees to get out of their single-occu-
pancy vehicles and use transit and
transportation alternatives such as
car-pooling. “I’m not convinced

you’ve completely explored all of
the options to driving single-occu-
pancy vehicles,” said MPCC mem-
ber Chip Welling. He also said
HealthEast should consider charg-
ing employees for parking, a sug-
gestion company officials imme-
diately rejected.

HealthEast officials said they
did work with Midway Trans-
portation Management Organiza-
tion (TMO) to find transit and
transportation alternatives, but
that most of their employees drive
in to work from a distance. Son-
nee said the healthcare organiza-
tion has only had “minimal suc-
cess” in promoting transportation
alternatives. Nor has HealthEast
been successful in finding off-site
parking.

HealthEast has gradually
moved offices here to make Mid-
way its corporate operations center,
with all data operations, financing
and accounting here. Human serv-
ices, which includes employee ori-
entation and meetings, is also at
Midway, along with outpatient sur-
gery, radiology and a pain clinic.
The campus has 741 lot and ramp
parking spaces, but will have about
850 employees as more move here
in the near future.

With more employees mov-
ing to the Midway campus,
HealthEast needs to get to get the
lot built, said Sonnee. About 100
people are relocating here, some
due to construction at the St.
Joseph’s Hospital campus down-
town.

In 2005 MPCC and neigh-
bors asked HealthEast to consider
expanding its parking ramp or
building a new ramp. But expan-
sion alone would cost more than
$1 million, said Thomas.

Thomas said the lot needs to
be built to keep parking from
spilling over into the neighbor-
hood. “I think we’ve done our lev-
el best to find parking, he said.

MPCC’s Land Use Commit-
tee had recommended that:

*HealthEast will provide at-
tractive landscaping and fencing
for the lot.

*All campus parking lots will
have lighting and security im-
provements.

*HealthEast needs to contin-
ue to make meaningful efforts to
seek transit and transportation al-
ternatives for its employees.
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Autumn is the time to enjoy
crisp cool nights,  clear blue
skies,  and brightly colored
leaves. October and November
are also the months to get your
flu vaccination. Immunization
during these months allows you
to have the greatest immunity
from December through March
(prime flu months).

Influenza (or the flu) is a
viral respiratory illness that causes symptoms similar to a
really bad cold: sudden onset of body aches, fever and
chills, severe cough, sore throat, fatigue. Usually by the
time you realize you have the flu, it is too late for treat-
ment. Medications to treat must be given within 48
hours of becoming ill and usually only shorten the
course of illness by one day.

Most people who get the flu will be sick for about 7
days ... which means time away from work, school, and
play. It also means infected people can spread the flu to
others. Some folks are susceptible to serious flu compli-
cations including hospitalization and even death. The
Advisory Committee on Immunization Practices places
the following people in a high risk category and recom-
mends they be vaccinated.

- People over the age of 50.
- People living in nursing homes or chronic care

facilities.
- Pregnant women.
- Children ages 6-35 months.
- People of any age with asthma, heart disease,

or lung disease.
- People hospitalized during the last 12 months

because of diabetes, kidney  disease, blood or metabolic
disorders, immunosuppression, or other chronic  dis-

eases. In addition, anyone working or living with the
people listed above should be vaccinated. 

I hear lots of myths about flu vaccines. Most com-
monly, people insist they became really sick after their
vaccination, and therefore they won’t be vaccinated
again. While flu vaccinations are not without possible
side effects, you cannot get the flu from the vaccination.
You could coincidentally catch a cold right after you get
the shot, which might make you think the shot made
you sick. But because it is not made from live flu virus,
the flu shot cannot give you the flu. You might get the
flu even if you receive a vaccine, because it is not protec-
tive against all strains. Hopefully, however, you will de-
velop a milder case.

Side effects of a flu shot can include a sore arm or al-
lergic reaction at the site of injection, fever and/or fa-
tigue. These symptoms usually last less than 48 hours. It
is rare, but possible, to have an immediate allergic reac-
tion to the vaccine. For that reason people allergic to
eggs should not be vaccinated. (The vaccine is grown in
chicken eggs.)

Pregnant and breast feeding women can and should
be vaccinated. Some physicians wait until women are in
the 2nd trimester of pregnancy to vaccinate, but many
will give the vaccine at any time. There is no research

that demonstrates any risk to the
fetus if a vaccination is given in
the first trimester.

When children are vaccinat-
ed for the first time, they require
two shots given 4 weeks apart.

Protective measures to help
avoid the flu, and other winter
illnesses include a generally
healthy lifestyle. Eat a balanced
diet which includes a variety of

foods, exercise, allow yourself enough sleep, and wash
your hands often. Remember to plan time for fun amidst
all your daily responsibilities.

If you do get sick, rest and pamper yourself. Don’t go
to work when you are sick because you will expose others
to your illness and it will take longer for you to recuper-
ate. I have said this before, but rest is as important as any
medicine when recouperating from an illness.

I hope you enjoy the fall. I encourage you to walk
around Como Lake, enjoy the leaves on Summit Avenue
or along the North Shore, eat some tasty apples, and get
a flu shot. So far it sounds like there will be plenty of
flu shots available this year, so we won’t have the prob-
lems we have some years of needing to “ration” the
shots. So there are no excuses for not getting the vaccine.

Have fun. Stay happy and healthy. 

(Dr. Kilian is a family practice physician who lives and works
in the Midway Como community. She believes that good med-
icine means caring for people as well as curing diseases. We
want to address your health concerns so please let us know
what topics you would like to see in future columns. If you
have suggestions or questions, write to the Monitor c/o 1885
University Avenue West, #110, St. Paul,  MN 55104. Or e-
mail denisw@aplacetoremember.com.)
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Cares and Cures
By JANE KILIAN, M.D.

By JANE MCCLURE
Plans for Central Corridor are a month behind where

regional officials want them to be. Still. Metropolitan
Council officials are still hoping for federal approval of
preliminary engineering documents by year’s end. Coun-
cil Chairperson Peter Bell told the University Avenue Cen-
tral Corridor Task Force September 28 that the plans
should be submitted to the federal Transportation Admin-
istration (FTA) in October.

The FTA approval is needed so that the federal gov-
ernment can eventually cover half of the capital costs for
the proposed 11-mile light rail line between downtown
Minneapolis and St. Paul.

The document is more than six inches thick. “We
don’t count the pages, we weigh them,” said Bell.

Regional officials had hoped to submit the prelimi-
nary engineering application documents, including a draft
environmental impact statement (EIS) and numerous
public comments and responses, by September 1. But
more time was needed to respond to comments and con-
tinue working with FTA officials on the documents.

The task force, which was recently appointed by May-
or Chris Coleman, is under the wing of city planning staff
and the St. Paul Planning Commission. The task force is
examining a variety of issues ranging from land use to
public art along the corridor. It recently hosted a project
open house in September and will host another October
28. The task force will submit its recommendations to the
Planning Commission and City Council next year.

If FTA approval is granted, preliminary engineering
would take place in 2007-2008. If the project proceeds
through final design and a tentative construction sched-
ule, rail would start operating in 2014.

But Bell warned that if project costs cannot be held
down, Central Corridor may not be built. During the pre-
liminary engineering phase, officials will try to nail down
the project costs and scope, and develop budget and fund-
ing plans. Some estimates put the Central Corridor costs
at $930 million. Regional officials are concerned that may
not meet the cost effectiveness index the FTA uses to de-
termine whether a project should obtain federal funds.

“This project, in my judgment, simply will not go for-
ward without federal funding,” Bell said.

Many Metropolitan Council members want the cost
information for Central Corridor determined as quickly as

possible during the preliminary engineering phase, Bell
said. “We don’t want to spend $45 million—to be blunt—
to figure out we can’t get the costs down,” he said.

That means key scoping decisions about the project
have to be made by mid-2007. These include decisions as
to whether a tunnel should be built to carry light rail
through the University of Minnesota
West Bank area, and how far the
rail line will extend in down-
town St. Paul. There are
also questions about
the costs of getting
rail through con-
gested University
intersections, in-
cluding Univer-
sity and
Snelling.

“ E v e r y
component of
this project
has to be
looked at,”
Bell said. The
project current-
ly includes 16
stations, plus five
Minneapolis sta-
tions shared with the
Hiawatha Corridor
light rail line. But St.
Paul neighborhood groups
have pushed for more stations,
which would in turn increase proj-
ect costs.

Bell also outlined the public input process for the
Central Corridor project for the task force. Public input is
an issue that has generated discussions in recent weeks in
area neighborhoods. The District Councils Collaborative,
a coalition of St. Paul district councils and Minneapolis
neighborhood associations along Central Corridor, has
been lobbying to add three citizen seats to the corridor
management committee. Several area district councils
have voted in recent weeks to support a resolution calling
for more citizen involvement on the corridor manage-

ment committee, ideally with members of the collabora-
tive itself involved.

Typically corridor management committees don’t
have citizen seats. But Bell did appoint task force co-
chairperson Reggie Aligada as a community member to
the task force. Aligada is a Hamline-Midway resident and
former St. Paul Planning Commission member.

The rest of the corridor management commit-
tee is made up largely of elected and political-

ly appointed officials. Bell will chair the 11-
member group, which includes St. Paul

Mayor Chris Coleman, Minneapolis
Mayor R.T. Rybak, Ramsey County

Commissioners Toni Carter and
Rafael Ortega and Hennepin
County Commissioner Peter
McLaughlin. Metropolitan
Council Transportation Com-
mittee Chairperson Mary Hill
Smith, Assistant Minnesota De-
partment of Transportation
Commissioner Robert McFarlin,
Minnesota Finance Commis-
sioner Peggy Ingison, University

of Minnesota Vice President of
University Services Kathleen

O'Brien and Jim Westerhaus, vice
president of government relations

for Ecolab. Westerhaus will represent
business.

This committee, which will meet
monthly, holds its first meeting at 1 p.m.

Wednesday, October 11 at the Metropolitan
Council offices at 390 N. Robert St.
The corridor management committee is one of sever-

al committees that will weigh in on the project. These
committees will be appointed later this fall. There will al-
so be a technical committee, made up of staff of the vari-
ous agencies involved in the project, and a citizens’ advi-
sory committee.

Business input will be obtained through a business
advisory committee and the Central Corridor Partner-
ship, a group made up of the Chambers of Commerce
from St. Paul, Midway and Minneapolis. These groups
will have input to the corridor management committee.

Plans for Central Corridor a month behind schedule
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By JANE MCCLURE
The owner of median-valued

$174,800 home in St. Paul could
face a property tax increase of $84
in 2007. That increase could
climb to $275 if a proposed St.
Paul Public Schools excess levy
referendum is approved by voters
November 7, according to infor-
mation reviewed September 25 by
the St. Paul-Ramsey County-St.
Paul Public Schools’ Joint Proper-
ty Tax Advisory Committee.

But because the referen-
dum’s impacts won’t appear on
the state-mandated truth-in-taxa-
tion notices, elected officials wor-
ry that will generate taxpayer ire.
“I just think people are going to
be very confused and angry, and
will feel that they have been mis-
led,” said Mayor Chris Coleman.
He and other elected officials
said it’s imperative that the pub-
lic get as much information as
possible about potential property
tax impacts.

Only Ramsey County Com-
missioner Janice Rettman voted
against the joint levy. She voted
against the county's 6.2 percent
increase last month and said she
wanted to be consistent with that
vote. Coleman and City Council
President Kathy Lantry, School
Board members and County
Commissioners Toni Carter and
Rafael Ortega voted for the joint
levy resolution.

The Joint Property Tax Advi-
sory Committee set the date of
its annual truth-in-taxation hear-
ing for 6 p.m. Tuesday, Decem-
ber 12 at Arlington Senior High
School. The committee also
adopted its joint levy for 2007
and stated support for passage of
the schools’ excess levy referen-
dum and for the 84.8 percent
levy increase in Ramsey County
Regional Rail Authority. The re-
gional rail levy is increasing be-
cause of upcoming projects in-
cluding the Central Corridor
light rail line and proposed im-
provements to Union Depot.

The combined levy for tax-
able payable in 2007 is 1.7 per-
cent. The total proposed maxi-
mum levy as of September 20 is
$255,605,974, a $4.2 million in-
crease over 2006’s amount. This
increase will drop to .1 percent
or $.2 million once fiscal dispari-
ties are factored in. The proposed
maximum levy amount will drop
to $211,313,981. Fiscal disparities
is a program through which
property tax revenues are shared
between local jurisdictions. Some
communities pay in while others
receive funding.

St. Paul, Ramsey County and
St. Paul Public Schools are re-
quired by state law to adopt the
joint levy every year by October
1. But it’s doubtful that many
property taxpayers will see such a
low increase, given the levy in-
creases already approved by the
City Council County Board and
School Board.

What worries elected offi-
cials is that the requirements for
the tax statements are likely to
cause confusion. The truth-in-
taxation notices are meant to
give property owners an estimate
of what their payable taxes will

be for the following year. But the
latest any information can be
printed is November 1, in order
to meet the mailing require-
ments. The vote on the excess

levy referendum is November 7.
The notices cannot be

mailed out until November 13,
according to state law, and must
be mailed out within a few day
of that date.

The wording of the notices is
also dictated by state statute.
“State law dictates what we can
say,” said School Board Member
Al Oertwig. “We don’t have a hell
of a lot of choice.”

County Administrator David
Twa said there can be an insert
with the notices that provides
further information. But that
prompted some debate among
elected officials as to whether
people read inserts.

In St. Paul, a median taxable
value single-family home is val-
ued at $174,800. This assumes a
15 percent increase in taxable
market value. 

In 2006 this home had a tax
bill of $1,567. Loss of homestead
credit adds $21 to the bill, but a
gain in fiscal disparities money
for local governments means a
$39 reduction. Other shifts in the
tax system account for a $49 in-
crease, leaving a net increase of
$31 due to tax shifts and changes.

The county levy adds $50 to
the bill, with the regional rail
levy tacking on another $34 and
the city adding $56. Other taxing
districts, such as watershed dis-
tricts, add $1 to the bill.

Without the schools’ excess
levy referendum the tax bill is re-
duced by $88. The net increase
caused by levy changes is $53.

That brings the total proper-
ty tax bill to $1,651, with a total
increase of $84. If the referen-
dum is adopted, the tax total is
$1,842, or an increase of $275
over 2006’s payable amount.

What a property owner’s bill
actually says is dictated by factors
including the market value of a
home and how much that mar-
ket value has increased over the
past year. Improvements to a
property can prompt a value in-
crease. So can sales of compara-
ble properties in a neighbor-
hood.

The Joint Property tax Advi-
sory Committee has tracked
three properties for several years.
One, 749 Summit Av., has an es-
timated market value of $1.510
million and a taxable market val-
ue of $1.197 million for 2007.
This dwelling had $13,819 in
property taxes payable for 2006

based on an estimated market
value of $1.421 million and a
taxable market value of $1.041
million.

The estimated tax for 2007

including the school referendum’s
passage is $15,908, a $2,089 or
15.1 percent increase. The esti-
mated property tax refund for this
house is $258.

Higher percentage increases
are seen on lower-valued homes.
A house at 1971 Hawthorne Av.
on the East Side has an estimated
market value of $179,300 and a
taxable market value of $179,200
for 2007. This dwelling had
$1,644 in property taxes payable
for 2006 based on an estimated
market value of $171,000 and a
taxable market value of $155,800.

The estimated tax for 2007
including the school referen-
dum's passage is $1,928, a $284

or 17.3 percent increase. The esti-
mated property tax refund is $58.

A home at 204 Granite St. in
the North End has an estimated
market value of $145,600 and a
taxable market value of $121,000
for 2007. This dwelling had $969
in property taxes payable for
2006 based on an estimated mar-
ket value of $129,500 and a tax-
able market value of $105,200.

The estimated tax for 2007
including the school referen-
dum's passage is $1,161, a $192

or 19.8 percent increase. The esti-
mated property tax refund is $46.

Homes are not taxed at the
maximum value due to the use
of the Limited market Value for-
mula. in St. Paul, 82 percent of
properties benefit from Limited
Market Value. But Chris Samuel
of Ramsey County Property Tax-
es, Records and Revenue noted
the state is phasing out Limited
Market Value by 2010. The phase-
out will force property values
and taxes up even more.
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Excess levy referendum for St. Paul
may confuse some voters Nov. 7

Offering the Latest Advances in Family & Cosmetic Dentistry

Dentistry For All Ages
Creating Smiles to Last a Lifetime

Come In For A FREE
Consultation Today!

Call 651-646-2392

• Certified Invisalign™ orthodontic provider
• Zoom II™ in-office tooth whitening as seen on

ABC’s Extreme Makeover
• Cosmetic tooth colored fillings
• The Wand™ computerized anesthetic system 
• Gendex eHD high definition digital x-rays 
• Nobel Biocare system implant surgery &

restoration • Stabilize dentures

• Waterlase® M.D. – No Drill Dentistry
• Diagnodent® Laser decay detection
• Biolase Plus laser gum treatment

• Oral surgery • Root canal therapy
• Well trained caring, courteous professional staff
• No interest financing plans available

Your neighborhood dentist for over 23 years

“For Care You Can Trust”
Steven R. Hagerman, D.D.S.

1605 Minnehaha Ave.
(Just west of Snelling on Minnehaha)

651-646-2392

“I just think people are going to be 
very confused and angry, and will feel 

that they have been misled.”
- Mayor Chris Coleman

The owner of a median-valued $174,800 home in St. Paul could face a
property tax increase of $84 in 2007.
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By SHARON LACOUR
One year ago, Sia Vang left

the Wat Than Kabrok refugee
camp in Thailand and came to
Minnesota. At 15, Sia is one of
only three children left to her
mother, who lost 12 others to
illness before coming to the
United States.

Sia hesitates to find words,
but there is nothing tentative
about her warm smile and eager-
ness to talk and to learn. “My fa-
ther died years ago,” she says. “I
come here with my mother, my
brother, and sister, and my sis-
ter-in-law. They have eight chil-
dren, four boys and four girls.”
She seems very happy when she
describes her home in east St.
Paul and her family. “I love Min-
nesota. My favorite seasons are
Spring and Fall. I love my teach-
ers and my school.”

Sia is one of 500 students at
the International Academy/
LEAP (Limited English Achieve-
ment Program), nestled in the
heart of Midway on a street lined
with fragrant linden trees. The
students have gathered at the Ar-
boretum for a picnic marking
the end of summer term. A boy
behind her deflects a soccer ball
from a group of students who
hold plates of spicy Hmong food
brought to share at the picnic.
The original LEAP Academy
opened in 1994 in a former shoe
factory in downtown St. Paul. In
2003 it moved to Midway and

for the next two years, shared the
space with the Wilson Middle
School students. Since 2004 the
building has housed only the
LEAP students, and has expand-
ed to maximum capacity.

This past July,  the class-
rooms were bright with light
from windows that reached to
the ceiling. The stuffy heat did
not deter the students of
Sophorn Lissick’s first level sci-
ence class. With enthusiasm and
humility, they tackled the phases
of the moon looking up words
such as reflects, glows, crescent,
shape, phase, and idioms like
“make up your mind’. Students
read one of their sentences
aloud to the group and were
supported with smiles and ap-
plause.

A group of boys pounds a
stick into the ground with the

croquet mallets that the teachers
brought to the picnic. They urge
a young woman, Peng, to sing.
She laughs and shakes her head.

“Teacher, in my culture, you can-
not sing if you are married.”
Three of the women on the blan-
ket are married, one is single, as
is Sia. They all attend classes to-
gether. The school offers a com-

prehensive high school curricu-
lum which includes art, music,
gym and a sewing and tailoring
program. Most classes are taught

in English and students are
grouped according to their com-
petence in the new language.

At LEAP the students’ native
languages include Spanish to
Amharic,  the language of
Ethiopia, to Arabic to Hmong
and Thai, and the list goes on.
There is no evidence of a com-
mon style of dress, or of a preva-
lent social group that determines
such a style. They are all English
language learners, and as new ar-
rivals to this country, are dealing
with many of the same adjust-
ments to their new lives. Many
come from a desert or tropical
climate and now face harsh win-
ters for the first time. They share
the common goals of fluency in
English and a high school diplo-
ma.

Lissick herself came to Min-

nesota at 16 as a refugee. She en-
joys the intimate size of LEAP
and the supportive cooperation
of the staff. They work together
closely to create English lan-
guage speakers who can go out
into the world as creative and
productive members of the com-
munity.

“My challenge,” she explains
between bites of shrimp and
green tomatoes, “is to reach the
whole class at their different lev-
els of English comprehension.
As a science teacher, I am very
interested in content. I want
them to understand the con-
cepts, but I have to be aware that
some of them will not retain the
content in their efforts simply to
understand the language.”

CONTINUED ON PAGE 7
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Sen. Anderson and Rep. Hausman at the new
Como Conservatory Visitors’ Center.

Vote Nov. 7th

Sen. Ellen Anderson
contact info:
anderson4senate@msn.com
www.ellenanderson.org

Rep. Alice Hausman
contact info:
alicehausman@hotmail.com
www.alicehausman.org

Paid for by the Volunteers for Ellen Anderson, 905 Lakeview Avenue, St Paul MN 55117

Paid for by the Hausman Volunteer Committee, Wanda Lorentzen, Treas., 1447
Chelmsford, St Paul, MN  55108
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For information 
on how to vote,
call the DFL at 
651-293-1200

English language
learners thrive at
Hamline–Midway’s
LEAP Academy

Sia and her mother, Ya Xiong, discuss work on a skirt they are making for Sia to wear at the Hmong New Year Cel-
ebration. Sia's family works for months on the elaborate traditional dresses and beaded vests that are customary at-
tire for the occasion. It takes place at the Xcel Energy Center November 25-27 at the Convention Hall at the River-
Centre in St. Paul. (Photo by Terry Faust)

“My challenge is to reach the whole class at
their different levels of English comprehension.”

- LEAP Teacher Sophorn Lissick
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LEAP
Continued from page 6

She pointed out one group
who had taken her first level sci-
ence class the previous year
working in home made books
containing one simple sentence
per page. Now, they converse eas-
ily in English, joking, teasing and
discussing the challenges of life.

Some of the students come
to LEAP as adults in their late
teens and twenties, and 12 years
of education must be condensed
into two to four years. “Due to
wartime conditions in their
country or a regime that denied
education to their ethnic group,
some students may have never
experienced any formal educa-
tion. To some, paper is an oddity,
paper clips even more so,” ex-

plains Paul Gore, the program di-
rector.

However, once they reach
the age of  21, there is no funding
for them through the St. Paul
Public Schools. Since most pro-
grams assume a certain level of
educational experience, there is
no place for these students to go.
Although a group of students
over age 21 remains at LEAP, the
school must foot the bill.

Like all other schools, LEAP
Academy faces the challenges
that budget cuts have imposed,
including the loss of a Somali so-
cial worker. For Paul Gore, how-
ever, the greatest challenge facing
the school is this issue of older
students. His hope is that aware-
ness of the problem will increase
and that the legislature will pro-
vide the necessary funding for
the school to educate the older
population of students.

“Pick a word and I will make

a sentence,” one tutor suggested
on a hot afternoon outside. “Re-
frigerator,” one student offered.
“In my refrigerator I have juice.
What do you have? Shoes? Do
you have shoes in there?” At first
there was silence, then, laughter,
“No, soda, milk, cheese, apples,”
slowly the words began to come.
The LEAP school brings to the
Midway a thriving center of
hope, inspiration and cultural di-
versity.

Students like Sia and others
at the picnic will move on to
large mainstream St. Paul schools
after one or two years at LEAP.
Lissick agrees that this can be an
ideal transition for some. For
others, the small, protective envi-
ronment may be more appropri-
ate. “If they are young enough
and learn to communicate well
after one or two years, a larger
high school setting can provide
more stimulation and choices.

The transition to the work force
or to a large college will be easi-
er.”

This fall Sia is thriving at
Harding High School, making
new friends and excited to be in
the larger, more diverse environ-
ment. When asked if the transi-
tion has been difficult, she shook
her head with a quizzical expres-
sion as though that never oc-
curred to her. Considering the
challenges and changes that she
has endured in her young life, it
makes sense that she is prepared
to face the next one with similar
courage and enthusiasm.

The LEAP school continues
to strive to meet the needs of its
students. Enrollment this year is
at 350 students, many of them
returning from last year. The high
percentage of returning students
is new for the school and an im-
provement over previous years.

“We have many students

who are returning for their third
year and LEAP Academy,” says
Paul Gore. “We are not only see-
ing their academic progress, but
their experience here, and with a
U.S. school in general, has been
a good influence on the newer
students. With more veteran stu-
dents there are fewer issues to
manage, and newer students can
check in with a student who has
more experience with the
school.”

Gore would like to include
an extended program earlier in
the day to offer more opportuni-
ties for students, but transporta-
tion is an issue. Students have ex-
pressed interest in having intra-
mural or club sports at their
school. Although funding is not
available for coaching and equip-
ment at this point, Gore is opti-
mistic that the zeal of the stu-
dents will make it happen some-
how.

By JANE MCCLURE
A St. Paul Public Schools ex-

cess levy referendum, a state
Constitutional amendment to
redirect some of the motor vehi-
cle sales tax dollars and a num-
ber of state and federal offices are
on the November 7 ballot.

The excess levy referendum,
which the School Board ap-
proved this summer, would re-
place a referendum that expires
this year. The referendum, which
proponents say is needed to
maintain the quality of educa-
tion, hold down class sizes and
meet a variety of other educa-
tional needs, has support from a
number of groups. At this point
there is no organized opposition
to the referendum although con-
cerns have been raised about its
passage and the impact on prop-
erty taxpayers.

In St. Paul, a median taxable
value single-family home is val-

ued at $174,800. If the referen-
dum is adopted, the tax total is
$1,842, or an increase of $275
over 2006's payable amount.

The state Constitutional
amendment would dedicate all
of the motor vehicle sales taxes
to transit and transportation pur-
poses. Currently a portion of the
taxes go to the state's general
fund. Proponents of the amend-
ment say that approval would
redirect badly needed funds to
new roads and to transit projects,
including the proposed Central
Corridor light rail line. But oppo-
nents contend that redirecting
the funds would hurt programs
that currently benefit from the
vehicle taxes.

Voters will also select mem-
bers of Congress and the entire
roster of state offices, starting
with governor. Ramsey County
races are on the ballot, but not
City of St. Paul seats. The City

Council isn't up for election until
next year.

Here's an overview of local
county and state races:

*The most high-profile
county race is for sheriff as 12-
year incumbent Sheriff Bob
Fletcher is challenged by retired
St. Paul Police Chief and former
School Board member Bill
Finney. Finney has DFL endorse-
ment. Fletcher doesn't have polit-
ical party endorsement.

County Attorney Susan
Gaertner is running unopposed.
Several judges are also on the
ballot, including a contest be-
tween incumbent Elena Ostby
and Ward Four Council Member
Jay Benanav. Candidate Paul W.
Godfrey was eliminated in the
primary.

*Both Midway area Ramsey
County commissioners, Janice
Rettman in District Three and
Toni Carter in District Four, are

running unopposed in the gener-
al election.

A former Frogtown resident,
Charles Barklind, lost his bid for
County Board in the primary.
Barklind, who now lives down-
town, finished behind incum-
bent Rafael Ortega and chal-
lenger Dan Galles. Ortega and
Galles go on to the general elec-
tion.

*In the District 64A race,
voters will elect a new representa-
tive to replace Matt Entenza. Erin
Murphy topped John Gehan in
the DFL primary and faces Green
Party candidate Jesse Mortenson
and Republican Kirsten Beach
November 7.

In the District 64 Senate
race, incumbent DFLer Dick Co-
hen faces Republican Christine
Van Tassel.

*In District 65A, DFL incum-
bent Cy Thao and Republican
Paul Holmgren are the voters’

choices. In District 65B incum-
bent DFLer John Lesch faces Re-
publican David R. Buehler. In
Senate District 65, incumbent
DFLer Sandy Pappas faces Repub-
lican Lori Windels and Indepen-
dence Party candidate Bill Dahn.

*Senate District 66 incum-
bent DFLer Ellen Anderson will
be running against Republican
Warren Anderson. In the House
races in this district, incumbent
DFLer Alice Hausman is running
against Republican Joyce Nevins.

Call 651-266-2171 if you
have questions about the elec-
tion. You can also log onto the
Ramsey County, Minnesota Sec-
retary of State and City of St.
Paul web sites for information
on voting and voter registration.
Minnesota does allow election
day registration with proper
identification or a registered vot-
er in the precinct to vouch for
you.
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St. Paul Schools’ excess levy tops the Nov. 7 ballot

Next deadline: October 30
Next Issue: November 9

Central Baptist Church
420 Roy Street N., St. Paul

651-646-2751
Dr. Ronald Saari, Senior Pastor

SUNDAYS AT CENTRAL
9:15 a.m. Sunday School

Classes for all ages
10:30 A.M. WORSHIP SERVICE

Wednesday Activities
5:30-6:30 p.m. Super Suppers (reservations needed)

6:30-8:00 p.m. Children (kindergarten-6th grade) Activities
“Around the World in 40 Wednesdays”

6:00-8:30 p.m. Youth (Junior High & Senior High)
6:30 p.m. Adult Bible Study/Prayertime

7:00 p.m. Pilates (begins Oct. 18 - 6 weeks) Cost $5.00 a week

Call Central for details (651) 646-2751
or visit our web site at www.centralbaptistchurch.com

Additional Small Groups/Support Groups:
Call the Church Office for further information (651) 646-2751
Divorce Care • Beth Moore Bible Study • Men’s Bible Study

Daily Child Care
6:30 a.m. - 6:00 p.m. Monday-Friday

Care for children ages 6 weeks through Pre-Kindergarten
Summer Care for Kindergarten through age 12

Call: 651-646-2846
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By JANE MCCLURE
A proposed pizzeria near

Snelling and Minnehaha avenues
has lost its bid for a parking vari-
ance. The Macalus family wants to
open the restaurant, and is sup-
ported by the Hagen family, own-
ers of the building at 735 N.
Snelling Av. But at the September
25 Board of Zoning Appeals
(BZA) meeting the body voted 5-2
to deny the variance.

As the Monitor went to press,
however, we learned an appeal
was filed this past Monday. The
appeal means that the variance re-
quest will now go to the full City
Council for a vote, although no
date has been set. 

Debate over the parking vari-
ances pits several small businesses
and two families that own proper-
ty on the block against each other.
The two-story building has most
recently housed consignment
shops. Fred Macalus Jr. wants to
open a pizza restaurant there, but
would need an additional eight
off-street parking spaces.

A restaurant of the size and
type proposed needs 18 off-street
spaces. The previous retail uses re-
quired 10 spaces, so the variance is
8 spaces. The building has just
four to six spaces behind it but the
Hagens and Fred Macalus Jr. said
they would lease space from Ham-
line Hardware to the north.

City staff recommended ap-
proval of the variances on the con-
dition that the restaurant owners
and landlord lease space from
Hamline Hardware or find anoth-
er parking lot within 300 feet. An-
other condition limits restaurant
hours from 4-11 p.m. The request
is actually considered a minor
variance because of its size and
potential impacts.

But a majority of BZA mem-
bers said they believe that granting
the variance would only add to
parking problems in the Snelling-
Minnehaha area. They noted that
the hardware store spaces are al-
ready shared with the adjacent
Mirror of Korea restaurant. BZA
Member Vince Courtney said he
believes the building could be
used for other retail purposes. “I
think other businesses in the area
would be hurt if we grant this vari-
ance,” he said.

Macalus said his target clien-
tele would be Hamline Universi-
ty students and he would expect
many to walk to the restaurant.
He and building owner Matthew
Hagen said they would also con-
tinue to look for more off-street

parking options.
The Hamline Midway Coali-

tion took no position on the re-
quest but did forward pro and con
comments from a recent meeting.
The district council’s land use
committee had recommended de-
nial. The city has also received sev-
eral letters and emails for and
against the variance. “This is a situ-
ation where there is a lot of com-
munity support and a lot of oppo-
sition,” said John Hardwick of the
BZA staff.

Attorney Patrick Smith, who
represents the Macalus family, said
University UNITED and the
Snelling Avenue Business Initiative
have discussed the need for more
parking in the area, and possibili-
ties of redeveloping the area be-
hind the businesses for more park-
ing.

Owners of neighboring busi-
nesses  complained that granting
the proposed restaurant a variance
would be a detriment to the area.
“I feel pretty strongly about park-
ing variances,” said Kathy Sund-
berg, owner of Ginkgo Coffee-
house at 721 N. Snelling Av. She
said the area already has a parking
crunch and questioned how the
city would be able to regulate fu-
ture ownership or hours changes
at the restaurant. But Hardwick ex-
plained that the variance and con-
ditions would remain in place un-
til a business and property owner
came back to the BZA to try and
change them.

Gary Carlson of Iver Carlson
and Sons at 749 N. Snelling Av.,
said his family has owned proper-
ty and operated a business on the
block for four generations. “If

(customers) are going to have to
fight to get a parking space, they’re
not likely to come back at all,” he
said.

Carlson said if necessary his
family would take the step of
booting and towing vehicles that
aren’t authorized to park in his
business’s space or his tenants’
spaces. He also said the Hagens’
building could be put to other us-
es. But Hagen pointed out that the
building has been vacant for eight
months and that the family has
turned down other businesses, in-
cluding a dollar store, because
they weren’t seen as desirable ten-
ants. Hagen said many people
support the idea of a pizzeria and
that a web site in support of the
restaurant has been started.

Macalus, Smith and Hagen
objected to the variance oppo-
nents’ claims. Smith said that by
denying the variance, the city
would be blocking a business that
wants to put in more than
$100,000 in improvements and
sign a 10-year lease.

Hagen, whose family has also
been on the block for four genera-
tions, said there is strong commu-
nity support for a restaurant. He
said that efforts would be made to
direct restaurant customers to the
hardware store lot and parking be-
hind Mirror of Korea. Restriping
that area could create 19 spaces.

Hagen also said the Carlsons
have erected physical barriers be-
tween the parking lots, which
make it impossible for pedestrians
to get from one lot to another. In-
stead patrons would have to walk
to the north to Englewood and
then to Snelling.
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AND SELL THEM FOR CHEAP!
TAKE TOO LLC - HOMEVESTORS

651-
228-1000

Proposed pizzeria loses bid
for new parking variance

A proposed pizzeria near Snelling and Minnehaha Avenues has lost its bid
for a parking variance. The Macalus family, which wants to open the
restaurant, and the Hagen family, owners of the building at 735 N.
Snelling Av., made the proposal at the September 25 Board of Zoning Ap-
peals (BZA) meeting where the BZA voted  5-2 to deny the variance. The
denial was appealed earlier this week.

Block Party in Iris Park
A block party in Iris Park drew over
200 people Sunday, October 1 for
live music, food, a moonwalk, and
other entertainment including a
martial arts demonstration.
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The Food Snob
Gnomes are among the most be-
nign of the legendary creatures.
Their name comes from the Greek
word for knowledge and accord-
ing to legend (according to
Wikipedia), gnomes gathered se-
cret knowledge just as they hoard-
ed treasure. We figured that the
namesake of the Happy Gnome
restaurant, bar and musical tor-
ture chamber (more about that
later), must know something that
Without Reservations doesn’t.
Hoping that it was fine food, the
Without Reservations crew – ac-
companied by our cub reviewer
Bassett Boy – went to unearth the
Happy Gnome’s treasure.

We found a clean, sunny
space that formerly housed Chang
O’Haras, and surprisingly ambi-
tious food for a bar that purport-
edly offers more than 100 beers. A
very similar concept to its sister
restaurant on Dale, the Muddy
Pig. 

Among the dishes we sam-
pled were salmon in coconut cur-
ry, fig and wild mushroom pizza,
bacon bison burger, and carrot
cake and cheesecake. I ordered the
crab cakes, which were more like
croquettes – firm and somewhat
dry. There was more breading and
less crab than ideal, but the ac-
companying salad was nice and
fresh. 

It was difficult to concentrate
on the food because of the ’70s
middle-of-the-road music playing
(loudly) throughout our lunch.
As the oldest person at the table, I
knew all the songs, but I didn’t
like them 30 years ago, and find
them less appealing now. The mu-
sic acted as an irritant to my
younger companions, as if I was
forced to listen to Perry Como for

an extended period. Gnomes may
demand easy listening music like
Harry Chapin, but what about the
rest of us? Try the Happy Gnome
for beer, above average food, but
consider bringing earplugs. 

The Cheapskate
I have been studying up on the
nuanced distinction between ob-
stinacy and stubbornness. Being
obstinate is when you refuse to do
something. Being stubborn is
when you refuse NOT to do
something. The Bachelor is obsti-
nate. If he is not on board, you
can threaten and cajole to your
heart’s content. He just smiles
with implacable serenity. The
Snob, on the other hand, is stub-
born. 

Between the two of them, it’s
always interesting to predict
which form of hard-headedness
will prevail. In this case, the Snob
was so stubbornly intent on visit-
ing a beer palace at lunchtime
(which sounded dubious to the
rest of us) that even the Bachelor’s
obstinacy was reduced to a sad,
knowing shake of the head. 

Thus it was that we found
ourselves strapped into the red
Matrix, barreling down Selby Av-
enue and screeching to a halt in
the barren tundra that is the Hap-
py Gnome parking lot at 11:30
a.m.

The Happy Gnome is open
for lunch … technically. On the
bright side, we had our choice of
seating and enjoyed a spacious,
sunny booth right next to the
bar. It was almost as if we had
the entire wait staff and kitchen
staff to ourselves. Wait, we did. 

The Gnome thing was bug-
ging me before we even got there.
It’s over. It was clever in “The Full
Monty” and all those TV ads for
something or other. But gnomes
have seen their day. Somebody
needs to inform Wikipedia. 

The food is not your average
bar fare. I had the salmon, served
over fresh greens soaked in a
sweet coconut milk sauce. I really
enjoyed it.  Learning that the
desserts come from A Piece of
Cake bakery across the street, we
split a couple and polished them
off in no time. 

Bottom line for the Cheap-
skate: Ample free parking is a
boon on Cathedral Hill, and I’ll
be returning sometime in the
near future to sample the beer
and the atmosphere—in the
evening. The Happy Gnome, by
its location and ambitious menu,
has lunch destination potential.
However, in my view, it did not
measure up to the gastro-gnomic
reputation that made the Snob
so stubborn about going in the
first place. 

Bassett Boy
Wanting to enjoy the still bearable
weather, the first thing we did af-
ter arriving at the Happy Gnome
was check out the outdoor seat-
ing. Blocked off by tall privacy
fences and a lot of plants, it
would have been a perfect spot to

eat, except for the swarm of angry
bees. Well actually we only saw
one bee, but the Bachelor got
scared, so we headed inside. 

First to catch my attention
were the large totem poles on ei-
ther side of the entrance. I won-
dered about the connection be-
tween gnomes and the strange
looking figures that made up the
totem poles. Maybe that’s one of
the secrets that the gnomes are
keeping. After sitting down, my
eyes were drawn to the large sign
listing out the impressive beer se-
lection. If only I didn’t have to go
back to work in a functional
state. 

CONTINUED ON PAGE 14
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The Happy Gnome
498 Selby Ave., St. Paul
651-287-2018 
www.thehappygnome.com

Talk back to the reviewers:
withoutres@yahoo.com

Unearthing the Happy Gnome’s treasure on Selby Avenue

Without Reservations
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Como Zoo ZooBoo scares
up Halloween fun
The 19th Annual Cub Foods
ZooBoo at Como Zoo offers a
spook-tacular line up of new ac-
tivities and events for 2006!  The
Cub Foods ZooBoo takes place
October 21, 22, 27, 28, and 29;
gates are open from 5-7:30 p.m.

ZooBoo is a non-scary Hal-
loween festival for families and
young children. For this unique
fall event, the grounds of Como
Zoo transform into a world of
fairy tales and fun! Over 200 live
costumed characters interact and
entertain children. This magical
event offers families a safe trick-
or-treating alternative plus many
Halloween surprises.

New this year—live enter-
tainment including puppet
shows, storytelling, dancing, and
a Scarecrow Search sponsored by
Star Tribune. Children are encour-
aged to come in costume and
should dress appropriately for
this outdoor event.

This year also includes a
pumpkin coloring contest spon-
sored by Subway.  Stop by any
participating Subway location to
pick up the official pumpkin
contest entry form.

ZooBoo guests are encour-
aged to park at Bandana Square
and take the free shuttle to and
from the Zoo grounds. Bandana
Square is located at 1021 Ban-
dana Blvd., just off Energy Park
Drive.

Advance tickets for the Cub
Foods ZooBoo are $5 and avail-
able at Como’s Garden Safari
Gifts and all metro-area Cub
Foods stores beginning in Octo-
ber. Tickets may also be pur-
chased at the gate each evening
for $6. Tickets are good for any
night of the event. The event is
held rain or shine. For more in-
formation call 651-487-8226 or
visit www.comozooconservato-
ry.org.

Proceeds from ZooBoo bene-
fit two of Minnesota’s most treas-
ured year-round attractions,
Como Zoo and Marjorie McNeely
Conservatory. ZooBoo is a pro-
duction of the Como Zoo and
Conservatory Society.

Senior Federation holds
info fares this month
How does your Medicare fare?
Join the Minnesota Senior Feder-
ation at one of our informational
events in St. Paul to get answers
you need about the donut hole,
prescription drug costs, and what
you should know before Novem-
ber 15-December 31 to make
sure your Part D plan will meet
your needs. 

St. Paul events will take place
on Friday, October 20 at the
Wilder Community Center, 958
Jessie Street; and on Monday,
October 23 at Lyngblomsten
Chapel at 1415 Almond Ave.

Events are free and open to all—
coffee and treats, flu shots, and
on site health plan reps will be
featured from 9:30 a.m.-12:30
p.m.  Call Dawn at the MnSF at
651-783-5047 for information. 

Hamline reception for
Water~Stone Review 
Come and join Minnesota writ-
ers as they celebrate the release of
their original work in Hamline
University’s ninth annual Wa-
ter~Stone Review with a public
reading and reception at Sundin
Music Hall, Hamline University,
1531 Hewitt Ave., 7:30 p.m. on
Saturday, October 28.
Water~Stone is filled with poetry,
short stories, essays and writers‚
interviews from emerging and es-
tablished writers from Minnesota
and across the nation. Selected
sections of Water~Stone will be
read by the authors at the event.
Book lovers of all ages are wel-
come to attend. It is free and
open to the public.

Water~Stone Review, now
celebrating its ninth year, is an
annual review published by
Hamline’s Graduate School of
Liberal Studies. It includes trend-
setting work and the artistic excel-
lence of a proud Midwestern liter-
ary tradition. Water~Stone is
geared to the curious reader who
prefers a range of style and voices,
intelligent and lively discourse,
and strong, original writing.
Water~Stone publishes work in
all genres, as well as essay/reviews
and writers‚ interviews.

Art of breastfeeding 
discussed November 14
The Art of Breastfeeding and
Avoiding Difficulties is the topic
of the next meeting of Como-
Midway La Leche League, to be
held on Tuesday, November 14,
at 7 p.m.

Mothers-to-be, mothers, ba-
bies and toddlers are invited to
attend. La Leche League meetings
offer breastfeeding information
and support through mother-to-
mother helping.

A lending library on a wide
variety of related topics is also
available. For meeting location or
more information, call Heidi at
651-659-9527.

Community celebration at
Mosaic on a Stick Nov. 4
Come to Mosaic on a Stick on
Saturday, November 4th for Any-
thing Worth Doing is Worth
Overdoing, a community cele-
bration of creativity and the
Stick’s two-year birthday party.

The party will include a mo-
saic cookie decorating contest,
make your own mosaic on a
stick, a big thank-you to those
who have participated in the

Snelling Avenue Planter Project,
and a community creativity show
featuring arts and crafts and un-
usual creations by anyone and
everyone in the neighborhood.

So, bring your art to show off
and your best cookie decorating
talents to the Stick between 11
a.m.-3 p.m. on November 4.  All
activities are free and open to the
public. For more information,
contact Mosaic on a Stick at 651-
645-6600 or www.mosaiconas-
tick.com.

Tea time at Hamline
Church November 12
The annual Holiday Tea will be
held on Sunday, November 12, at
2:30 p.m. Faith Sullivan will be
our speaker this year. She is a
well known author from the
Twin Cities and is a gifted speak-
er as well as an author of many
books.  One of her first books is
The Cape Ann. The latest book
she has written is Gardenias
which is now out in paperback
and will be for sale at the Tea.

Faith Sullivan comes to us
highly recommended by Kent
Krueger and Lorna Landvik. Mark
your calendars now for Sunday,
November 12, at 2:30 p.m. and
plan to join us for a delightful
time. We will start taking reserva-
tions for this event on October
15. Please call the church office at
651-645-0667 to make your
reservation. The cost will remain
at $25 this year.  Reservations will
not be held after November 1st
without payment.

CPSHS senior semifinalist
for academic Scholarship
CPSHS Senior, Hannah Worku,
was one of 11 African American
Minnesota Seniors who have
been named as a semifinalist in
the 43rd annual Achievement
Scholarship competition.

The semifinalists were cho-
sen on the basis of their PSAT
scores and will submit essays and
other information for the next
stage of the competition.

Semifinalists are competing
for 800 Achievement Scholarships,
worth a total of $2.5 million.

Candidates in District
66B to Debate Oct. 16
The League of Women's Voters is
sponsoring a debate between can-
didates for Senate and House seats
in District 66B. The debate is open
to the public and will be on Mon-
day, Oct. 16 starting at 7 p.m.  It
will be held in the Chapel at the
Lyngblomsten Care Center at 1415
Almond Ave. The candidates run-
ning for the House seat for District
66B are incumbent Rep. Alice
Hausman and Joyce Nevins. The
candidates for the Senate seat for
SD66 are incumbent Sen. Ellen
Anderson and Warren Anderson.

This event will give the public
a chance to evaluate the candidates
and to hear important discussions
on many current issues. It is free
and open to everyone.

Gospel discussed at Mt.
Olive Church Nov. 3-5
Professor Mark Paustian of Martin
Luther College, New Ulm, will talk
about effectively communicating
the Gospel in a series of three ses-
sions at this year’s Reformation
Renewal Weekend Friday, Nov. 3-
Sunday, Nov. 5 at Mt. Olive
Lutheran Church, 1460 Almond
Avenue.  Friday’s session 7- 8:30
p.m., Saturday’s session 10 a.m.-12
noon, Sunday’s session 10:30 a.m.-
11:45 a.m. All are welcome to
attend any or all of the sessions.
Meals and snacks will be provided.
For more information call 651-
645-2575.

Elders looks for 
volunteers for seniors
Hamline Midway Elders provides
services to keep seniors in their
own homes. Current volunteer
openings include daytime driving
(to take seniors to nearby medical
appointments), grocery shopping,
telephoning. friendly visiting and
snow shoveling.  For more infor-
mation, or if you are an elder and
could use some help, please call
the Hamline Midway Elder's office
at 651-209-6542.

Clovia Bazaar holds 
event October 20-21
Bazaars come and go. Forty six
years ago when the Clovia Bazaar
opened its doors for the first time
in 1962,  large bazaars were rare
and unusual.

A single, popular and unique
Children’s Hospital Bazaar attract-
ed a committee of women from
the Beta of Clovia Alumnae Chap-
ter to use that success as a model
for the first ever Clovia Bazaar.  

This model, as a two-day
event, has continued. For the
twenty third time, the biennial
Clovia Bazaar will feature its pop-
ular merchandise on Friday and
Saturday, October 20 and 21 at
the St. Paul Campus Student Cen-
ter Ballroom, 2017 Buford Ave.
Hours are Friday, 9 a.m.– 7 p.m.
and Saturday, 10 a.m –2 p.m. 

Continuing to attract the
shoppers are the popular home-
baked foods in the Clovia Kitchen
displayed with jams, jellies and
pickles. Dozens of hand woven
rugs and gifts for the home or per-
sonal giving along with collected
natural items from home gardens
and fields fill two areas. Delight-
ful gifts for children, treasures
from around the world and the
ever popular fall and winter holi-
day handcrafts feature current
trends. The old in “Grandma’s At-
tic” and the chance at a new
handsome designer quilt in the
“Shortcut to School” pattern are
all in a visit to the 23rd Clovia
Bazaar. 

Shoppers can easily reach the
Student Center using a free shuttle
from the University’s State Fair
parking lot on Randall Avenue on
the east side of the campus on
Friday. Campus parking is avail-
able on Saturday.

‘Natural’ camps offered at
Como Park this winter
Kids can join in the fun at Como
during school break Wednesday-
Friday, December 27-29, 2006
and Tuesday-Friday, January 2-5,
2007. Como’s camps focus on ex-
panding each child’s appreciation
for the natural world while meet-
ing zookeepers and gardeners,
having “behind the scenes” expe-
riences and meeting Como’s plant
and animal ambassadors up
close!  Camps are half-day ses-
sions, but are set up so that all day
adventures are available by taking
two camps in the same week
within the same age group.  

A supervised lunch period is
available for “all-day” campers.
Extended care sessions are also
available for a fee.  Camps are
age/grade appropriate for
Preschoolers (4-5 years old) to
Kindergartners and 1st to 3rd
graders.

Call 651-487-8272 to register
or for more information or register
online at www.comozooconserva-
tory.org, then click on Education.

Have a birthday party for your
child here at Como!  Adult learn-
ers can also join in the fun with
our Discovery Series classes.

For more information on
these exciting programs and to reg-
ister for fall classes for our Adult
Art program; Family &
Parent/Child Preschool program;
Winter Camps for kids and more
call 651-487-8272 or visit our web-
site at www.comozooconservato-
ry.org then click on Education. 

CONTINUED ON PAGE 11
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Como Park Senior High School Se-
nior Hannah Worku was one of 11
African American Minnesota Seniors
who have been named as a semifi-
nalist in the 43rd annual Achieve-
ment Scholarship competition.
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In Our
Community
Continued from page 10

Zion Lutheran Church’s
1st annual Costume Party
Zion Lutheran Church, 1697
Lafond Ave. at Aldine St., will be
hosting their 1st annual Costume
Party on Sunday, October 29,
from 4 to 6 p.m.  All ages are wel-
come to come for food, fun, and
fellowship.  There will be games,
food and prizes for all.  Cost to
get in is a non-perishable food
item for the Keystone
Community Food Shelf.

Self Defense for Women
Workshop November 11
Running Tiger Shaolin Kenpo is
hosting a Self Defense workshop
for Women on Saturday, Novem-
ber 11, from 12-4 p.m. Claim

your inherent power and im-
prove your focus, awareness and
relaxation.  Delivered with sensi-
tivity and respect, this intensive
session will introduce women to
the best self-defense techniques
from Shaolin Kenpo and other
self-defense methods and teach
practice strategies for ongoing
development.

Presented by Black Belts Robyn
Lingen, and David Meyer at the
Running Tiger Studio, 783 Raymond
Avenue, St. Paul.  The cost is $49.  For
more information please contact
David Meyer, 651-247-6602; email
runningtiger@comcast.net or visit
our website: www.runningtiger.com.

Knox Fall Festival and
Book Fair October 21
The Knox Presbyterian Fall
Festival and Book Fair will be
held October 21, 10 a.m. to 3
p.m. A sloppy joe lunch will be
served 11 a.m.-1 p.m. Knox
Church is located at the corner of
Minnehaha and Asbury Avenues.
New and used books and book
related items will be offered for

sale. Baked goods, white ele-
phant items, crafts, face painting,
chair massage and more.

MMSA holds Gold Plate
Dinner Oct. 15
MMSA’s annual Gold Plate Din-
ner is Sunday, October 15, at
Mancini’s Char House in St.
Paul. The grand prize is $2000.
Tickets are $100 per couple. The
public is invited. Call the school
at 651- 489-1459 for ticket infor-
mation.

Many students and families
would appreciate help paying tu-
ition at MMSA. Can you sponsor
a student? Whatever you can
contribute will help some fami-
lies in big way. Donations to the
Sponsor A Child program can be
sent to MMSA at 592 West Ar-
lington Ave. West, St. Paul, MN
55117. Please mark Sponsor A
Child on the envelope.

MMSA School is located at
592 West Arlington Ave. in St.
Paul’s Como Park area. 

CONTINUED ON PAGE 14
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New Skills,
New Job,
New Life!

Ready to work hard to improve your job skills?

Twin Cities RISE! a training and development pro-
gram teaches marketable life and job skills, lead-
ing to a career position earning $20,000 or more,
plus benefits.

Make an investment in your future by calling today!
In Minneapolis (612) 338-0295

In St. Paul (651) 603-8520

Doris Menne
Allstate Insurance Company

1575 W. Minnehaha Ave
(Corner of Snelling and Minnehaha)

St. Paul, MN 55104

DorisMenne@allstate.com

Auto • Home • Life
FINANCIAL PRODUCTS
If you think you’re paying too much

for your insurance, call me for a FREE
no obligation evaluation.

651-917-2445 • Fax: 651-917-2441
MN Ins. Lic. #2010513

Re-Elect Janice

RETTMAN
Ramsey County Commissioner

District 3
AFL CIO / LABOR / DFL ENDORSED

Prepared and paid for by the Rettman Volunteer Committee, Ramsey County Commissioner,

P.O. Box 17063 Rice Street Station, Saint Paul, MN 55117, Joyce Haselmann, Treasurer

“Extreme Landscape Make-over:
School Edition” could well be
the title of this summer’s project
undertaken by members of  Em-
maus and St Stephanus Luther-
an Churches, St. Paul, Minneso-
ta this summer. Just as in the
television program name sake
there is a giver and a receiver
but in the end all are really re-
ceivers, some of material things
and others of the tremendous
satisfaction of having con-
tributed something consequen-
tial to another.

During the months of May
through August of 2006, 57 vol-
unteers spent over 500 hours to
beautify the landscapes of two
local schools, Central Lutheran
and Concordia Academy, Ro-
seville.  The entryway of Central
Lutheran got a "new look" de-
signed to streamline and em-
phasize the entrance and cam-
ouflage some necessary but un-
sightly pipes and meters.  The
landscape plan which was fol-

lowed provides for seasonal
changes in colors and blooming
patterns and simultaneously
varying shapes and textures.

Concordia Academy now
has a reflection garden at the
southeast corner of the build-
ing.  The empty space has been
filled with a relaxing and visual-
ly stimulating assortment of
shrubs, trees, and herbaceous
plants.  The meandering path as
well as plant balance and repeti-
tion enhance the solitude. The
herbaceous plants proclaim the
school colors of green and
white. On the opposite side of
the building, the north entrance
way, once barren, now is accent-
ed by an array of plants of
mixed shades of color and vari-
ous shapes and sizes.

The project was partially
funded by Thrivent Financial
for Lutherans and ably assisted
by the generosity of Lawn and
Landscape Gardens of
Moundsview, MN.

Extreme Landscape Makeover: 
School Edition

.10/06 Monitor.quark  10/10/06  2:37 PM  Page 11



Page 12 October 2006  • Midway/Como Monitor • www.MidwayComoMonitor.com 

deRuyter
Nelson

A St. Paul communications,

design, and publishing company

serving clients for over 30 years.

1885 University Ave. W. Suite 110
St. Paul, MN 55104

ph 651.645.7045 

www.deruyternelson.com

Central
Corridor
Continued from page 1

“It is critical to improving our
transit system,” he said. “If it does-
n’t pass, we have to go to the Leg-
islature for another solution.”

Dornfeld said the amend-
ment would be phased in over five
years, and he is confident that
growth from existing revenue
would more than cover other
budget needs.

“Transit is at a disadvantage
right now,” he said. “Every legisla-
tive session, we have to go back
with requests.”

Russ Stark of University
UNITED said he is not sure if the
amendment will pass.

“It is worded in such a way
that the amendment is not real
clear,” he said.

He said the coalition support-
ing the amendment, Minnesotans
for Better Roads and Transit
(MBRT), is trying hard to educate
voters about it.

According to the coalition’s
website, passing an amendment to
the constitution requires a majori-
ty vote of all people voting. If a
voter leaves this question blank on
the ballot, that is considered a
“no” vote. 

Although over 1,000 organi-
zations reportedly support the
amendment, the outcome of the

vote is uncertain.
“If the amendment does not

pass, it could mean a couple of
things,” Stark said. “It could mean
that people are not supportive of
putting more money into roads or
transit, but I don’t think that
would be correct.”

“It could also mean looking
at a new funding source for tran-
sit,” Stark said.

He said that source could be a
regional sales tax. Stark said sever-
al other cities who have been put-
ting in transit have passed regional
sales tax increases to support the
transit costs.

Meanwhile, plans for moving
ahead with the Central Corridor
continue.

“The mayor has developed
two task forces,” Bedor said. “They
are the University Avenue Central
Corridor and the Capitol/Down-
town Central Corridor Task
Forces.” She said there are a lot of
interested parties along the Corri-
dor, and these task forces include
representatives from a significant
number of groups in the area. 

“There will be a lot of conver-
sation about parking and other
concerns,” Bedor said, adding that
the task forces will serve as a clear-
inghouse for businesses and resi-
dents to be heard.

A consulting team led by the
planning and urban design firm
Urban Strategies is assisting the
task forces and city staff in devel-
oping recommendations for the
Central Corridor.

“Our goal is for the two task

forces to complete their recom-
mendations by February 2007,”
Drummond said.

She said disruption to busi-
nesses along University is clearly a
concern, especially the small busi-
nesses east of Lexington Avenue. 

“There is a real interest in at-
tempting to strengthen these busi-
nesses and not push them out,”

Drummond said. “We hope to
keep local businesses flourishing,
and we hope there will be ideas
brought out at the task force meet-
ings.”

Drummond said that in gen-
eral, University Avenue has a dif-
ferent character. The LRT project
hopes to maintain that character.

She said she sees a place and
need for both small businesses
and larger stores in making the
Midway shopping area more
pedestrian-friendly.

“People like to shop at both,”
she said, “but we would like to see
fewer surface parking lots.”

“The market drives the situa-
tion,” Bedor added. “We want to
make sure all the needs can be

met along the Avenue, insuring
current businesses are successful
and that there is room for new op-
portunities, as well.”

Although Bedor and Drum-
mond see the Central Corridor
project as a positive step for Uni-
versity Avenue, not all merchants
and residents share their opti-
mism. 

Take Tom Stransky, owner of
Midway Rare and Used Books at
the corner of University and
Snelling Avenues. He’s been a
staunch opponent of light rail for
University Avenue since the begin-
ning.

“You know the fix is in. It’s all
about big developers coming in
and getting the little people,”
Stransky said. Stransky believes
that light rail is virtually a done
deal.

“Big business wants to put us
(small businesses) out of busi-
ness,” he said. Stransky just hopes
the transit amendment doesn’t
pass. “It will be used to finance the
corridor along Unversity.” But he’s
afraid that the money will be used

only for light rail on the Central
Corridor, as opposed to other
transit applications.

Stransky feels that the light
rail lobby is too powerful to fight.
“The minority businesses and the
small, white independent business
owners just don’t have the politi-
cal power,” Stransky said.

Stransky isn’t alone in speak-
ing out against light rail.

At a recent meeting of the
Midway Chamber, one of the busi-
ness owners along University cited
his concerns about loss of sales
during the construction period.
He noted that businesses along
Lake Street have been dropping
like flies during the reconstruction
project in that area.

Not so, according to Joyce
Wisdom, executive director of the
Lake Street Council. She said there
have not been any business clo-
sures this season at all as a result
of reconstruction.

She added that with business-
es, however, the more they have
been proactive, the better they
have fended.

To address some of the busi-
ness concerns of the toll that con-
struction might take, Wisdom will
be meeting with the Midway
Chamber and will offer informa-
tion on what the area has learned
to keep its businesses healthy dur-
ing times of construction.

Another group that has not
voiced its concerns over the im-
pact of light rail are the many 

CONTINUED ON PAGE 13

“It is worded in such a way that the
amendment is not real clear.” 

- Russ Stark, University UNITED
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By DEBORAH BROTZ
If neighbors approve and

funding can be found, Como
Park may be getting some horses.
The District 10 Como Communi-
ty Council has contacted the St.
Paul Police Department to sug-
gest that Como Park be the per-
manent home for the horses in
the mounted police unit. The
horses are currently using rented
stables in rural Washington
County.

“We would like to house the
horses someplace in the city,” said
Cmdr. Eric Anderson, one of the
original members of the mounted
police unit, which was created in
1994. “We always wanted to be in
the city. Our biggest down time is
transporting the horses to and
from their boarding facility. We
spend a minimum of an hour in
transporting. I could get more
time on a beat out of my officers.
They could be on the street an ex-
tra hour a day if they did not have
to drive 12 miles a day one way.
It’s 22-24 miles a day going to
and from the barn.”

Because the project is still in
its very early stages, a site has not
been chosen for the proposed sta-
bles and offices.

“It will depend on what
Parks says they have available for
us,” said Anderson. “There is a
piece of land near the Humane
Society, at the intersection of Co-
mo and Beulah, just north of that
wooded area. That’s one spot I’m
aware of. We can’t be too close to
the actual zoo. We don’t want air-
borne diseases.”

The paddock area at Como
Park would likely be much small-
er than the 10,000-square-foot
area the horses enjoy outside the
rented ranch stables in Stillwater.

“We would not have enough
area for pasture turnout,” said An-
derson. “That’s one of the things
we would like to look at. In the

past, we’ve rotated horses in and
out of a boarding stable type en-
vironment. If we’re in town, I
would like to maintain a relation-
ship with a stable to rotate the
horses working every day.”

While working a beat atop a
horse, officers are better poised to
bust dope dealers and prostitutes.
In addition to peering over fences
they can move through tight
spaces where cars can’t maneuver.
Being on a horse hasn’t affected

officers ability to sneak up on of-
fenders.

“I’ve actually walked up be-
hind people in a situation when I
worked on a horse,” said Ander-
son. “I’ve been behind a fence
and saw drug deals happening.
The advantages far outweigh the
negatives. We can’t transport peo-
ple and don’t go into buildings
and leave the horse untended. If
we make an arrest, we have to call
another officer to transport.”

Anderson would like to see
the number of horses in the fleet
double to 10, which is close to its
original size.

“There are 55 square miles of
city,” he said. “We could support
the size and area and effectively
use 10 officers. It would be nice to
have that many. They would cer-
tainly have plenty to do.”

The District 10 Como Com-
munity Council feels Como Park ,
the most heavily used city park in

Minnesota, is the perfect site to
board the mounted police horses.

“It’s something that came
from the Land Use Committee,”
said Sue McCall, District 10 com-
munity organizer. “This is some-
thing that has not gone out to
neighbors.”

While the city pays $25,500 a
year to board the five horses at a
Stillwater ranch, it will cost rough-
ly $190,000-$240,000 to build
the stables and adjoining offices.

“It hasn’t been easy to get an
estimate for combined stables
and offices, and site preparation
is kind of unknown,” said Mc-
Call. “It’s a fairly tentative figure.”

With Como’s 126 fairly un-
controlled acres, the community
needs to find creative ways to se-
cure the park with limited re-
sources. Many teens come to the
park to drink beer and party.

“The Park Rangers Program
was discontinued,” said McCall.

“There are only three or four peo-
ple to do security in St. Paul.
There are a lot of parks. Como
has a huge amount of visitors.”

Nathan Volz, a Como district
council board member, actually
came up with the idea of moving
the stables to Como Park more
than a year ago at a district board
meeting.

“We were discussing some is-
sues related to break-ins in auto-
mobiles in the spring and sum-

mer,” he said. “There was a grad-
ual increase in stealing purses and
laptops. It really started from that.
The police having more of a pres-
ence might be a deterrent.”

Volz says when they first
started working on the project,
they talked to all stakeholders.

“There was some general sup-
port for the idea so we were able
to move forward,” he said. “If
anybody indicated we were going
to hit a brick wall, we would have
stopped. The only issues are how
to pay for the facility and what
kind of environmental impact
there would be by putting up sta-
bles.”

The project is getting a lot of
attention even though the process
has barely started.

“Not all board members are
convinced this is a project they
want to back,” said Volz. “They
want more information and a
chance to weigh all pros and
cons.”

Anderson feels it’s important
for the city to have a mounted po-
lice unit because it provides a very
visible law enforcement presence.

“When officers go on a beat,
they’re a little more proactive,” he
said. “They’re not driving through
an area. They can see much farther
than an officer on foot. Horses are
trained to push or pin people
against things. On foot or on a
bike, you will not get away from a
horse. They can go in and out be-
tween houses. Officers get more
voluntary compliance with re-
quests when they’re on a horse.”

At its Oct. 17 board meeting,
District 10 hopes to hear how res-
idents feel about having the sta-
bles at Como Park.

“It’s really encouraging that
District 10 started this grassroots
effort,” said Anderson. “It would
be a plus for the area and certain-
ly it would be a plus for us to be
in town somewhere.”
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Central
Corridor
Continued from page 12

Hmong business owners along
University.  Although Mayor
Chris Coleman has made a
strong effort to include them in
the planning process, very few
have participated. Those who do
have attempted to draw their
fellow business owners into the
discussion to express any mis-
givings they may have.

Drummond said that as part
of the process of the develop-
ment of LRT along University, a
series of open houses is being
held for community members to
learn more about the project
and voice their opinions. The
first one was held Sept. 16, and
another is scheduled for Oct. 28.

“These are being held at the
old Lexington Library,” Drum-
mond said. “This is where the
Central Corridor community of-
fice is housed.”

“This was set up so folks
would have an opportunity to
be heard,” Bedor said. “We real-
ize there are a lot of issues. We
hope the decisions we make are
informed decisions.”

While the city is responsible
for land-use planning, the Met
Council is primarily in charge of

building the LRT track. The Met
Council has also organized a
group to address issues called
the Citizens Advisory Commit-
tee, which will start meeting at
the end of the year. It is another
venue for people to have some
input, according to Drummond.

The Saint Paul Area Cham-
ber is setting up Business Advi-
sory Council, as well.

“We want light rail down
University to beautify as well as
be functional,” Bedor said. “The
trees and other amenities are
just as important.”

She suggested looking at
Chicago and the density of that
city, but the ease in which peo-
ple get around with mass tran-
sit.

“It is very seamless, and I
think we’ll get there. We’re mov-
ing in that direction.”

“We want people to come
to the open houses and tell us
what they think,” Bedor said.

(Editor’s note: If you have an opin-
ion about light rail transit coming
to the University Avenue corridor,
let US know. You can e-mail the
Monitor at denisw@aplacetore-
member.com, and we will post re-
sponses on our website, www.Mid-
wayComoMonitor.com, and publish
a selection of responses in the next
edition of the Midway Como Moni-
tor.)

Como Park reviews proposal for mounted police

The District 10 Como Community Council has contacted the St. Paul Police Department to suggest consideration of
Como Park as the permanent home for the horses in the mounted police unit.
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Without
Reservations
Continued from page 9

When the waiter rattled off
his favorite dishes, I was excited

to learn that they have a bison
burger, and not just a regular
one, a bacon bison burger. I
called “dibs” and patiently wait-
ed while my counterparts decid-
ed. The food came and I took a
big juicy bite. It was delicious
and cooked exactly as I asked,

medium rare. It was so flavorful
that I could avoid dipping it in
ketchup, the true test of a burg-
er’s worth. When I go back to the
Happy Gnome, next time after
work, I will definitely order the
bacon bison burger again. 

The Bachelor
I’ll have Bassett Boy know I’ve
been wearing “bee beards” since
his stubby little mohawk was lit-
tle more than a bad case of bed
head. I only wanted to go inside
because I couldn’t find enough

hornets to assemble into the
proper sort of Grizzly Adams-es-
que chin drapery that I ’m
known for. 

And as for the Cheapskate’s
outrageous accusation of me be-
ing obstinate, let me just say I
will never, ever, ever, ever, ever
agree with that assessment. 

Now, on to the gnomes.
(You have no idea how long I’ve
waited to utter that phrase.)
Where the heck were they? I was
expecting a virtual Candyland™
of frolicking, wizened little men
littering every conceivable inch
of this rather large bar (it’s not
really a restaurant.) Yet, I could
only find one sad, lonely little
ceramic gnome perched incon-
spicuously above the bar. A day
trip to one of those impressive
yard ornament outlets on the
way to Brainerd could have
stocked this place with more
gnomes than even the Food
Snob has in her curio cabinets.
Yet, it was virtually barren. There
would be no woodland magic,
no wisps of pixy dust, no creepy
glassy-eyed stares from little old
men. Our hearts were heavy….. 

Alas, this wasn’t the first
time – and I’m sure won't be the
last – that I’ll be disappointed
by a gnome fantasy unfilled. I
was left with no choice but to
try and console myself with the
fig and wild mushroom pizza (a
bit doughy for my taste but with
a flavorful topping) and half the
Cheapskate’s salmon (tasty and
succulent) that arrived amid the
soulful croonings of Cat Stevens.
I have to agree with the Snob
that the choice of musical selec-
tions at the Happy Gnome de-
fied any explanation of taste or
cognitive reasoning.

I recommend that you try
the Happy Gnome one of these
cool fall evenings – for the food
and the beer – but bring your
own gnome. 
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Re-Elect    Janice

RETTMAN
Ramsey County Commissioner

District 3
AFL CIO / LABOR / DFL ENDORSED

Prepared and paid for by the Rettman Volunteer Committee, Ramsey County Commissioner,

P.O. Box 17063 Rice Street Station, Saint Paul, MN 55117, Joyce Haselmann, Treasurer

Classifieds 
80¢ per word

On September 14th, eight students from Como Park High School's
Conflict Resolution Team went on a peaceful field trip to Denver
Colorado. This field trip was to the 10th Anniversary Celebration
of PeaceJam. It was an international event with 2,700 participants
from all 50 states and 31 countries. While there the students at-
tended several workshops, listened to numerous Nobel Peace Prize
Laureates and worked in family groups. In their workshops they
learned about the peace work happening around the world. 

Peacejammers from ComoIn Our
Community
Continued from page 11

Volunteers sought for 
shopping for seniors
Store To Door is a non-profit gro-
cery/prescription delivery service
for over 1000 seniors and disabled
individuals in the Twin Cities.  We
have a great need for volunteers in
the Midway area. Meet Tu-Fri
mornings at Cub on 1440 Univer-
sity to shop grocery orders, or call
clients from home for their orders
(days, nights or weekends) and
enter orders online.

Please contact Karen Liu,
Volunteer Coordinator, at 651-641-
4047 or karen@storetodoor.org

Cub Foods ZooBoo at looks
for volunteers
Como Park is seeking hundreds of
volunteers to help with this annu-
al event. Persons over 16 years of
age, who can volunteer for late af-
ternoon or evening shifts on Oct.
21, 22, 27, 28 and 29, are needed

to wear fabulous costumes, greet
and entertain young children and
families and pass out Halloween
treats. Also needed are many non
costumed volunteers—helping at
the shuttle bus stops, providing di-
rection during the event, applying
simple make-up or helping to set
up before the event. Individuals or
organizations are encouraged to
volunteer for this major fund-rais-
ing event for the benefit of Como
Park Zoo and Conservatory. Pre-
registration and event orientation
required—apply now.

For more information call
the Como Volunteer Services
office at 651-487-8252 or apply
on line at: www.comozoocon-
servatory.org/vol/ZooBooapplic
ation.

Zion Lutheran’s Holiday
Bazaar November 11
Zion Lutheran Church, 1697
Lafond at Aldine St. will host a
Holiday Bazaar on Saturday,
November 11, from 9 a.m. to 1
p.m. Bake sale, craft, recycled
Christmas items, coffee and cook-
ies will be available for purchase.  A
light lunch can be purchased
between 11 a.m. and 12:30 p.m.
There will be musical entertain-

ment. Bring your neighbors and
friends. For more information call
the church at 651-645-0851.

Hamline Sr. Hi-Rise
Bazaar November 4
The Hamline Sr. Hi-Rise at 777
North Hamline Avenue will hold
its annual bazaar Nov. 4, 9:30
a.m. to 1:30 p.m. There will be
craft tables, featuring painted folk
art, embroidered tea towels,
dream-catchers and more; Many
white elephant tables; bike sale,
lunch and a silent auction with
an antique Limoges. Luncheon
set as one of the offerings.

St. Andrew’s Rummage
sale October 19-20
St. Andrew’s Church, 1051 Como
Avenue, will be having their
annual rummage sale on
Thursday, Oct. 19 and Friday,
Oct. 20 from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. and
Saturday, October 21 from 9 a.m.
to noon in Carroll Hall in the
church basement. We are handi-
capped assessable (elevator on
the east side of the church).
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Monitor Want Ads are now 80
cents per word. Send your remit-
tance along with your ad to
Monitor Classifieds, Iris Park Place,
1885 University Avenue, Ste. #110,
St. Paul, MN 55104. $8.00 mini-
mum on all classifieds. Classifieds
must be prepaid via cash, check, or
credit card. Classifieds are accepted
over the phone with credit card
payment only ($16 minimum
order). Want ads must be in the
Monitor before October 30 for the
November 9 issue. Call 651-645-
7045 for more information.

ADDITIONS
Kustom additions, kitchens, bath-
rooms,  patio decks, ramps,
garages. Expert workmanship.
Marty. 612-724-8819. 11-06

ASBESTOS ABATEMENT
Furnace and boiler removal, pipe
insulation, chimney flues, floor tile
and mastic, spray on ceilings, ‘tran-
site’ siding. All removed safely.
Residential and commercial.
Licensed by Minnesota Dept. of
Health. Environmental Solutions.
David Scavo. 612-522-7213, 612-
481-3109. Mention this ad for $100
discount. 10-06

BIKE FOR SALE
14 inch female Huffy bike, about 5
years old, good condition. Just
tuned up. $150. 651-646-0259. 10-06

BUY AND SELL
Vintage lights, house hardware.
Doors, tubs, radiators, etc. Also
furniture hardware 651-644-9270.
11-06

CRAFT FAIR
Faith Lutheran Church, 499
Charles Ave., 651-227-5299. Our
annual craft sale Nov. 4, 9 a.m. to 3
p.m. and Nov. 5, 10:30 a.m. to 12
noon. Come shop, eat and have
some fun. Something for everyone.
10-06

EMPLOYMENT
Looking for delivery carriers to
deliver the Monitor approximately
3 to 4 hours per month. Pay by
route. Great for supplemental
income! Call 651-458-8053, ask for
Lloyd. 12-03

HAULING
Hauling/Rubbish. Small trees cut
down or trimmed. Licensed and
insured. 612-869-8697. 12-06

LAWN SERVICE
Kern Lawn Service - total mainte-
nance, lawn, trees and shrubs, 20
years experience, John (cell) 612-
328-6893. 3-07

MOVING/HAULING
Moving/Hauling/Small demo/
Clean-up. Prompt, dependable, fair
cost. Roger 612-616-1987. 12-06

PLUMBING
Change pipe to copper. Replace toi-
lets, sinks, tubs/shower, water
heater, etc. Ceramic tile. Add a new
basement bath. Terry. 612-306-
7878. 11-06

FOR RENT
Como area - 3 bed, 2 bath home
avail. immed. Large fenced in yard,
db garage, w/dry. $1250 plus utility.
Call Roxie 763-413-9532. 10-06

REAL ESTATE
River view - Complete remodel!
Gorgeous St. Paul condo on 24th
Floor with patio and view of
Mississippi River! Sale price:
$149,900. Washer dryer in unit,
new stainless steel appliances
including dishwasher, new carpet
and new matching tile in
kitchen/bathroom. Private patio
with view of Mississippi River, and
secure underground parking! 1
Bedroom / 1 Bath.  620 sq. ft. Call
Melissa at 651-261-3305 with any
questions or if you would like to set
up a showing. 9-06

Lake Lots For Sale - Rare opportu-
nity. 2+ acre lake lots near Siren,
Wisconsin. Only 90 minutes from
St. Paul. Call Betty Knutson at
ReMAX Northwoods Realty, toll-
free 877-648-0648.

PAINTING
Painting - specializing in wallpa-
per removal. Average house $600,
average 3 rooms $200, average
garage $200. Jim 651-698-0840. 1-

07

Interior/exterior painting, enamel-
ing, spray textured ceilings, plaster
patching, free estimates. Bob. 651-
633-5565. 10-06

PIANO TUNING
Quality piano tuning and repair,
reasonable rates. Call Robert
Clough, at 612-722-7586 or email
robtclough@aol.com. 3-07-00

SERVICES
Carpet Reinstalls - Save $$$$.
Repairs, restretches, binding. Guar-
anteed, insured, 25 years exp.  10%
Off w/ad.  Jerry-651-339-1333. 9-07

Zappa Construction and Handy-
man Services. Additions, remodel,
mechanical, drain cleaning. Free
estimates. Quality work at an
affordable price. Stu - 651-271-
6925. 8-06

Prestige Concrete & Driveway
Company.  Garage Slabs, steps,
floors, sidewalks, patios, custom
work-Jim, 651-290-2689. 4-07

Falasco Stucco and Plastering.
Match for change any texture.
Italian Plasters veneer.
Beautifying walls and ceiling. In
your neighborhood, Joe 651-
644-3306. 12-06

Landscape, Garden, Starters: we
deliver composted manure, and
all landscape products, rock, soil
and sand. We accept brush, yard
waste, Kern Landscape
Resources, 915 No. Albert, 651-
646-1553. 3-07

Chimney Repair - tuckpointing,
rebuilding, damper repairs &
replacements, brick, foundation
& masonry, raincaps, roof repair.
Leske Company—for 90 years—
651-488-9668. 3-07

RAM Handyman Services, LLC,
reasonable rates, no job too
small. www.ramhandyman.com
Rich 651-485-9680. 2-07

Professional Exterior and
Interior Painting, wall repair and
plastering; ceiling texturing,
wallpaper-hanging, moderate
prices; free estimates, licensed,
bonded, insured; Merriam Park
Painting, 651-224-3660, 651-
552-2090. 1-03

VOICE LESSONS
Vocal coach in the Como neighbor-
hood will give voice lessons for
music theatre and interpretation
technique. 50 years of experience.
Florence Schaffer. 651-488-2212. 12-

06

WANTED TO BUY
Top cash paid. Older furniture,
crocks, glassware, beer items, much
miscellaneous. 651-227-2469 (any-
thing). 12-06

Paying the most cash for your
furniture, dishes, glassware, knick-
nacks, costume jewelry, antiques,
pictures, lamps, household items
etc. I make housecalls. Call Mary
612-729-3110.  12-06

WRITING
Writing a paper for admission to
Harvard? A resume for your com-
pany’s web site? A journalist with
25 years experience is available for
assisting folks who need help in
writing. Reasonable rates. Call 651-
486-9760. 12-02
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CARPETING
CARPET REINSTALLS

SAVE $$$$
Repairs-Restretches-Binding

Guaranteed & Insured • 25+ yrs. exp.
10% OFF with this coupon
Jerry 612-580-6696

Nilles Builders, Inc.
525 Ohio St.

Additions • Remodeling 
Renovation • Windows & Siding

General Contracting
Licensed • Bonded • Insured #4690

651-222-8701
ROOFING

Nilles Builders, Inc.
Full Warranty

Licensed • Bonded • Insured #4690

651-222-8701

Merriam Park Painting
• Exterior & Interior

Painting - Enameling
• Ceiling Texturing
• Wallpapering
• Free Estimates

Call Ed, 651-224-3660 or Norm, 651-552-2090

MY HUSBAND IS AMAZING!

eqr

He Builds and Fixes almost anything!
Russell Dedrick

651 776-1780
State Lic# 20113561

professional
handyman
services

• Remodeling •

• Additions •

• Renovations •

NormanDale
Electric Co.

Residential, Commercial
& Industrial

651-644-0655
Norman D. Bartlett     Free Est.

TSCHIDA BROS.
PLUMBING
• Remodeling &

Repairing
• Water Heaters
• Discount For Seniors

1036 FRONT AVE.,
LICENSED • BONDED

LIC. NO. 7212

651-488-2596

Doors/Windows,
Tile, Bathrooms, Basements,

Additions, Drywall,
Insurance claims

MRB Remodeling &
Construction

RESIDENTIAL
CONSTRUCTION EXPERTS!

Call 763-439-9384
for a free estimate

Lic. # 20453894

Zappa Construction
and Handyman Services

Additions • Remodel • Mechanical • Drain Cleaning

FREE ESTIMATES
Quality Work at an Affordable Price

Licensed and insured • Lic.# 20546353

Stu - (651) 271-6925

SERVICES • SERVICES • SERVICES • SERVICES 

Next deadline:
Oct. 30

Hamline International Piano In-
stitute & The Schubert Club wel-
come internationally-renowned
pianist Jeffrey Siegel to Hamline
University’s Sundin Music Hall
for a “masterclass” presentation.
It is free and open to the public. 

A masterclass consists of an
artist/master working with stu-
dents as the audience observes.
In the case of our masterclasses,
the students perform on the pi-

ano portions of larger classical
music pieces and then the artist
goes over their performance with
them. 

The class will be at Sundin
Music Hall at Hamline Universi-
ty, 1531 Hewitt Ave, on Wednes-
day, October 25, 10 a.m.-Noon 

Concert is free and open to
the public! For more information
contact Pamela Burger at 651-523-
2332 or pburger01@hamline.edu 

Hamline’s Sundin presents
American pianist Siegel

Find us on the web at:
www.MidwayComoMonitor.com
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The morning glories were past
their glory, but still attracting a few
bumblebees. A bald eagle soared
in circles high in the clear blue sky
above us. The hound and I were
enjoying one last summer-like day
on the deck. It was even warm
enough to encourage a tired dog-
day cicada to belt out a farewell
buzz. There were still a few color-
ful blooms in the garden, but the
turning colors of the trees were be-
ginning to steal the show. It was a
beautiful autumn day made more
precious because I knew it would
be a long wait before I would see
another day as warm and as fine.

As I watched the milkweed
seeds swirl by along with a few
maple leaves, I noticed a move-
ment up against the fence. With its
ears laid flat against it’s back, a tiny
Eastern cottontail rabbit was trying
to look like a rock. Only the
twitching nose gave it away. 

This year looked like a good
year for rabbits, but every year
looks like a good year for rabbits.
In spite of the cottontails’ appetite
for tulips and tree bark, I can’t
bring myself to wish them ill be-
cause they are awfully cute. How-
ever, my dog is not so sentimental. 

On that day, the dog walked
right by the cottontail. Only if the
rabbit bolted in a panic would the
dog have given chase. But this
young cottontail already knows
every nook and cranny in our yard.
I’ve watched the backyard bunny
escape by dodging this way and
that, diving into the thickest part
of the hedge, and leaping through
some cryptic little gap in the fence.
The bewildered dog is left panting
as she watches a white tail bounce
down the alley to safety. In spit of
its tender age, this rabbit already
knows how to pull off a disappear-
ing act.

It seemed odd to see a baby
animal this late in the season, but
Eastern cottontails (Sylvilagu flori-

danus) bred like, well, rabbits.
They start feeling amorous in late
February.  After mating, the gesta-

tion period is only about a month,
and the babies are weaned less
than a month after that.    

We have two terraced plant-
ings in our yard that have been
popular nesting sites for rabbits.
Under thick vegetation, the mother
rabbit digs a shallow depression
and lines it with her own fur and
grass clipping. The first litter of up
to six bunnies is born in early
spring, and the rabbits keep on re-
producing into August.  

A mother rabbit can breed
within hours of giving birth. And a
female bunny born in spring can
produce young of her own by sum-
mer’s end. If one female cottontail
and all her offspring lived and re-
produced at the optimum rate,
that female would have 2.5 mil-
lion descendants within five years.
Now that’s a high reproductive ca-
pacity! 

Cottontail rabbits are most ac-
tive during the morning and at
dusk. When I walked through my
neighborhood woodland to do
this month’s bird survey, I flushed
several cottontails from their day-
time resting spots. While I was
fussing with my Peterson Field
Guide (those two pages labeled:
Confusing fall warblers), I nearly
stepped on a cottontail concealed
in a tangle of raspberry canes. It ex-
ploded from cover with a jolt—I
don’t know which one of us was
more surprised.  

The natural range of the East-
ern cottontail rabbit is on the east-
ern half (no surprise there) of
North America from Canada to
Costa Rica. And, because of their
keen survival instincts and incredi-
ble reproductive capacity, cotton-
tail rabbits are common in urban
yards as well as country land-
scapes. 

According to the Minnesota
DNR, local hunters bag around
60,000 cottontail rabbits a year.
When a good friend told me that
he liked cottontail rabbits best
baked in cream sauce, I was morti-
fied. Then I remembered that the
DNR also reported that 80 percent
of Minnesota’s cottontail rabbits
die every year from natural causes.
Yet, there never seems to be a
shortage of bunnies eating the
spring tulips and gnawing the bark
off the fruit trees the following
winter.  

Love them or loathe them, the
Eastern cottontail has readily
adapted to my backyard, which
must look like an open salad bar
to a rabbit. I have to admit, even
when it’s nibbling on my garden
produce, that little bunny is still
awfully cute.                 

Endnotes:  *One more Como
Buckthorn Bust!  Oct. 28 from 9
AM to noon. Meet with other vol-
unteers at Como Pool Parking lot
for a little conversation and re-
freshments before we start. Sign
up: Environment@comopark.org
or just show up. *A program
about the Great Gray Owl Irrup-
tion of ‘04-5, will be presented by
Mark Alt, at 7 PM on Nov. 9,
Fairview Community Center (1910
W. County Rd. B in Roseville).
This St. Paul Audubon Society
meeting is free and open to the
public. *To contact this writer:
dmrobinson@bitstream.net
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HAMLINE UNIVERSITY
UPCOMING LECTURE FINE ARTS EVENTS
2006 3M/Ronald A. Mitsch Lecture in
Chemistry

“Olefin Metathesis: Where Fundamental
Research Can Lead”

Speaker: 2005 Nobel Laureate 
Dr. Robert Grubbs

Date: Friday, November 10
Time: 12:40 p.m.
Location: Sundin Music Hall
Contact: Christine Berg Schroeder, 651-523-

2426 or cbergschroeder01@hamline.edu

Artaria String Quartet “Tango Ballet”
The featured piece on the program by Piazzola

and includes music by Beethoven, Sculthorpe,
and Mendelssohn.

Date: Sunday, October 22
Time: 4 p.m.
Location: Sundin Music Hall
General admission is $15
Tickets: 651-523-2459

Keyboard Conversations
wtih Jeffrey Siegel

Mr. Siegel begins his third decade of Keyboard
Conversations in the Twin Cities with an all-
Beethoven program of the composer’s most
upbeat, light-hearted works.

Date: Tuesday, October 24
Time: 7:30 p.m.
Location: Sundin Music Hall
Reserved tickets begin at $17
Tickets: 651-523-2459

Guitarist Jeff Lambert
Mr. Lambert performs the premiere of a piece

by David Crittendon
Date: Thursday, October 28
Location: Sundin Music Hall
Tickets and information: David Crittendon,

651-523-2438

Manhattan Piano Trio
Date: Tuesday, October 31
Time: 8 p.m.
Location: Sundin Music Hall
General admission is $17
Tickets: 651-523-2459

Dracula
Bram Stoker’s horrifying classic takes the stage

in a fresh adaptation by local playwright
Steven Dietz. Dracula is directed by local
director Joel Sass.

Date: November 3-4, 9-11
Time: November 3, 8 p.m.; 

all others, 7:30 p.m.
Location: Anne Simley Theatre
Contact: Hamline University Box Office, 651-

523-2905 or tickets@hamline.edu

Did you know....
Hamline University has schools and
programs that are housed in the
Hamline Park Plaza office building at
570 Asbury Street, just five blocks
south of campus. The tenants include
the Graduate School of Management
and the Center for Excellence in
Urban Teaching.

Other neighborhood buildings that
house Hamline University programs
include the School of Law Resource
Center at 734 Snelling Avenue.

Enjoying one last summer-like day on the deck

Neighborhood Naturalist
By DEB ROBINSON
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