
By ERIK BURGESS
It may seem difficult to pon-

der the work of Leonardo da Vin-
ci from behind the protection of
a cardboard box castle. It may al-
so be increasingly difficult to
consider the spirit of such a con-
struction with water balloons
sailing over your head.

But according to Steve Jevn-
ing, founder and executive direc-
tor of Leonardo’s Basement, fos-
tering an imaginative environ-
ment for children – a la da Vinci
– is one of the sole purposes for
his organization.

“We help [children] realize
the imaginative dreams they have

with the materials we have avail-
able and the skills they have,”
Jevning said. 

Leonardo’s Basement was
created in 1999 by parents and
students who wished to work
hands on with arts and science
projects, types of projects that
were not available to them at
school. A non-profit, Leonardo’s
has been working out of their
Minneapolis headquarters since
then, providing year-round after
school and summer courses for
children, with the help of gifts
and donations from individuals
and foundations, such as the
Midway Men’s Club.

Operating out of this
Minneapolis location for the past
11 years, Leonardo’s Basement is
now creating an additional loca-
tion in the Midway’s Griggs Park. 

The idea for a new location,
Jevning said, came from his wish
to provide a new convenient lo-
cation for parents and children
in the area, but especially to cre-
ate a new community environ-
ment for the surrounding neigh-
borhood. 

“We want to just help con-
vert that sort of sleepy, underuti-
lized park into a gathering
place,” Jevning said.

Griggs, however, was not

Jevning’s first choice for loca-
tions in St. Paul. He said the or-
ganization considered several
other parks around the St. Paul
area before Griggs was presented
to them by the St. Paul Parks and
Recreation Department. 

“We had our eye on a couple
of parks, and we eventually
learned that those buildings were
going to be torn down,” he said.

Susie Odegard, program co-
ordinator for St. Paul Parks and
Recreation, said the city was
looking to reevaluate the uses of
several parks and recreation cen-
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Bear-y glad to be here

The Minnesota Twins aren’t the only ones moving into a new home this
summer. Twin polar bears, Neil and Buzz, arrived safely back to Como
Zoo and into their new home, Polar Bear Odyssey, the Zoo’s newest at-
traction which opened June 3. The fourteen-year-old male bears were
accompanied by animal care staff during their trip from the Detroit Zoo
where they have lived since February 2008. They were born at the
Louisville Zoo and came to Como Zoo in 2002. The male bears are
named for the Apollo 11 astronauts Neil Armstrong and Buzz Aldrin.

Leonardo’s Basement was created in 1999 by parents and students who
wished to work hands on with arts and science projects, types of projects
that were not available to them at school. The program has recently set up
space in the Griggs  Playground building, with the idea of providing a con-
venient location for parents and children in the area.
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Fireworks tent
approved by Council
Barring an appeal to the St. Paul
City Council, a fireworks tent
will be allowed this summer at
Midway Marketplace. The St.
Paul Planning Commission rec-
ommended approval of the
needed conditional use permit
for the Renaissance Fireworks
tent June 4, on recommendation
of its Zoning Committee.

In past years the notion of a
fireworks tent in the Midway area
has drawn numerous objections.
In 2004 a permit was approved
by the Planning Commission but
denied on appeal to the City
Council.

But this time, only one letter
of objection to the permit was re-
ceived. Union Park District
Council recommended approval
with conditions, as did Hamline
Midway Coalition.

City staff placed four condi-
tions on the permit, limiting
hours and days of operation,
calling for compliance with ap-
plicable state and federal laws,
and asking that fireworks be se-
curely stored when the business
isn’t open. The city’s fire marshal
must approve the business as
well.

City ordinance limits fire-
works stands to be open June 25-
July 5; Renaissance asked for per-
mission to be open June 18-July
7. The fireworks stand owner
asked for the longer period and
said it isn’t an issue with other
businesses he operates. The Plan-
ning Commission did approve
the longer operating period.

Tobacco 
regulations eyed
More stringent regulation of to-
bacco shops, especially business-

es where hookahs or water pipes
can be smoked, is the focus of a
one-year moratorium and zoning
study in St. Paul.  The moratori-
um was introduced May 12 by
Ward Four Council Member Russ
Stark.

The city allows tobacco
shops in most of its commercial,
mixed-use and industrial dis-
tricts. But there is no land use
definition of or development
standard for a tobacco shop,
which could open the door for a
fairly broad range of activities.

One concern Stark is raising
is that while state law does allow
customers to light tobacco prod-
ucts in a tobacco shop for the
purpose of sampling such prod-
ucts, there is no guidance to the
regulatory term of “sampling.”
Questions have been raised
about shops where tobacco is
smoked in water pipes or
hookahs and whether or not that
is indeed sampling of a product.

St. Paul has a handful of
shops where water pipes are sold,
including Grand Hookah on
Grand just west of Fairview Av-
enue.  The pipes can also be
found in some neighborhood
convenience stores. In Stark’s
ward there have been concerns
raised about businesses in the
University-Raymond and North
Snelling Avenue areas where wa-
ter pipes are regularly smoked by
customers.

Passage of a zoning morato-
rium means that no new busi-
nesses can be opened for one
year or during the period in
which proposed new zoning reg-
ulations are studied. The resolu-
tion adopted May 12 puts an in-
terim moratorium in place.  It
will be superseded in the next
several weeks by a yearlong
moratorium. The moratorium re-
quest approved May 12 will be
the subject of a series of readings
and a public hearing.

The request for a study goes
to the St. Paul Planning Com-
mission and Planning and Eco-
nomic Development (PED) staff.

The Planning Commission study
will include a public hearing.
Recommendations from the
Planning Commission will then
be sent on to the St. Paul City
Council for another public hear-
ing and a final vote.

State law only allows zon-
ing-related moratoriums to be in
place for one year.

Parking 
regulations curbed
A proposal to ease St. Paul’s off-
street parking regulations has
been curbed for 30 days and will
return to the council for a vote in
mid-June. Ward Six Council
Member Dan Bostrom laid over
the proposed regulations May
12. The layover postpones a final
vote on the regulations, which
have been in the works for sever-
al months.

The regulations, which were
recommended for approval earli-
er this year by the St. Paul Plan-
ning Commission, would require
new businesses, residential, in-
dustrial and institutional uses to
have fewer parking spaces than
are required now. Existing land
uses wouldn’t be affected by the
changes. The changes are meant
to make it easier to redevelop
and reuse properties.  City staff
found that in many cases, new
developments or redeveloped
properties weren’t using all of the
parking spaces they were re-
quired to have.

The changes also would re-
quire more landscaping and wa-
ter runoff management for new
parking lots, and would require
larger-scale developments to de-
velop transportation demand
management plans.

The proposal to change the
regulations went through a series
of community meetings over sev-
eral months. Input was sought
from district councils and neigh-
borhood business associations.

No one testified against the

regulations earlier this spring at a
St. Paul City Council public hear-
ing. But Bostrom said he is wor-
ried that in some neighbor-
hoods, requiring new businesses
to provide fewer off-street park-
ing spaces will cause parking
congestion as well as spillover
parking into adjacent residential
neighborhoods. Bostrom’s ward
includes older commercial strips
including Payne Avenue and Ar-
cade Street.

“I’m concerned about the
possible unintended conse-
quences of this,” Bostrom said.
He said the regulations need
more scrutiny.

Building must be
removed or repaired
A burned-out University Avenue
building must be removed or re-
paired in 15 days, the St. Paul
City Council decided May 19.
The building at 1559-1563 Uni-
versity Av. was damaged by a fire
in July 2008 and has been vacant
since then.

Legislative Hearing Officer
Marcia Moermond said that due
to the building’s condition it
may not be a good candidate for
rehabilitation. The two-story
building is about 5,663 square
feet in size. It had housed a num-
ber of office and retail uses since
it was built in 1962.

The fire that gutted the
building was believed to be ar-
son.

Ramsey County records indi-
cate the building’s value was
$464,900 with a land value of
$163,600 before the fire. The
building is owned by RKL Land-
holdings Inc. The owners do owe
back taxes. It would cost more
than $150,000 to repair the
building. At an April legislative
hearing the owners had indicated
it was their intent to rehabilitate
the building but that they were 

CONTINUED ON PAGE 4
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Mosaic exhibit
begins June 12
The Picking up the Pieces Mosa-
ic exhibit  will  be held June
12–July 17, at Mosaic on a Stick,

595 North Snelling Avenue. The
opening reception will be 7 to
9:30 p.m., on Saturday, June 12.

Picking up the Pieces fea-
tures mosaics by Suzanne Grant
of St .  Louis Park,  and Julie
Reeve, Minneapolis. For both,
combining random bits and

pieces to create something beau-
tiful is therapeutic and reward-
ing.

Grant’s work reflects her
love of brilliant color, mixed
media, and the beauty and di-
versity found in flowers. Her
mosaics include millefiori ,

beads, old jewelry, glass and tile.
“It  would be hard for me to
complete a piece using one ma-
terial,” says Grant. Her work is
heavily influenced by the colors
in Mexico and fields of flowers
growing naturally, proof that all
colors go together, even bright

pink and bright orange.
Reeve, who draws inspira-

tion from nature,  carries a
sketchbook with her at all times
so she can sketch or cut and
paste things that catch her inter-
est. “When I’m ready to start a
mosaic, I go through my sketch
book and something will speak
to me,” she says. Reeve, who al-
so uses mixed materials, often
recycles frames from thrift
stores. “I like how it gives a new
piece a sense of history.”

Mosaic on a Stick is a mosa-
ic supply shop, community class-
room and artist studio located in
the Minnesota State Fair corridor.
Visit www.mosaiconastick.com
for more information.

By JANE MCCLURE
Final design can get underway

for the Central Corridor light rail
project. The Federal Transit Ad-
ministration (FTA) gave the proj-
ect permission to enter final de-
sign May 25. This is the next step
before the 11-mile light rail line
obtains a full funding grant agree-
ment from the FTA. That is expect-
ed to happen in late fall.

Immediately upon receiving
permission to enter final design,
the Central Corridor project staff
planned to submit the documen-
tation needed for the full funding
grant agreement. 

The full funding grant agree-
ment is critical because it commits
the federal government to paying
half of the $957 million light rail
line’s costs. The remaining project
costs are split among several enti-
ties: 30 percent from the Counties
Transit Improvement Board, 10
percent from the state, 7 percent
from Ramsey County and 3 per-
cent from Hennepin County and
lesser amounts from St. Paul, Met-
ropolitan Council and the Central
Corridor Funders Collaborative.

“The FTA’s approval repre-
sents another important step in
transforming this project from a
20-year-old dream into reality,”
said Metropolitan Council Chair-
man Peter Bell. “It will mean im-
proved access for thousands of
metro area residents to employ-
ment, educational and economic
opportunities all along the corri-

dor and beyond.”
St. Paul Mayor Chris Cole-

man also hailed the agreement.
“The benchmark has been years in
the making. The Central Corridor
will be the largest economic de-
velopment opportunity our
region has ever had – the
announcement is an-
other huge step for-
ward,” he said.
The City of St.
Paul has led
land use
planning ef-
forts tied to
the project
and will
help pay
for one of
the three
planned
s ta t ions
at West-
ern, Victo-
ria or Ham-
line.

S o m e
construction
tied to the light
rail project began
in downtown St.
Paul last year, with
more downtown and
around the University of Min-
nesota’s East Bank campus under-
way this year. Heavy construction
will begin in August on Robert
and 12th streets east of the state
Capitol and north of Interstate 94.

Most of the construction

along University Avenue is expect-
ed to take place in 2011 and 2012,
with the west end work starting in
spring 2011 and the east end work

in spring

2012. Ham-
line Avenue is the dividing line for
work on University.

Trains are to start operating in
2014.

Work on the project in down-
town St. Paul was able to start last
year because Ramsey and Hen-
nepin counties and the Counties
Transit Improvement Board were
able to advance funding for the
light rail project. That also had to

obtain federal approval. The
FTA has already agreed to re-

imburse the counties and
the board for the feder-

al share of the ad-
vance work, once

the full funding
grant agreement is
approved.

The next
steps for the
project will
play out this
month as the
Metropolitan
Council is ex-
pected to award
the bid for the

St. Paul portion
of the light rail

line. This is the
largest of the bid

packages. Bidders had
to pre-qualify in order

to bid. In May it was
learned that five of the sex

bidders came in below the
$234.4 million price estimated.
The bids ranged from $205.4 mil-
lion to $246.2 million. Central
Corridor project staff has to review
all of the bids to make sure they
meet all of the specifications. It is
possible the project could come in

below cost. The bid for the work
around the University of Minneso-
ta came in about $1 million below
the estimate. However, that won’t
be known until the entire project
is completed.

The Metropolitan Council’s
Transportation Committee heard
an update on the bids May 24.
The committee will hear the staff
recommendation on the winning
bid June 14 and forward that to
the full Metropolitan Council for a
vote June 23.

When the Central Corridor
line is completed in 2014, the re-
gion will have 115 miles of bus
and rail transitways. This includes
the Hiawatha light rail line from
Mall of America to downtown
Minneapolis and the Northstar
commuter rail line 40 miles from
Big Lake to Minneapolis. The
1125-mile total doesn’t include
the Southwest Corridor from Min-
neapolis to Eden Prairie, which
Metropolitan Council approved
last month. That planned light rail
line extends through several Min-
neapolis neighborhoods and
southwestern suburbs.

The Central Corridor line will
connect with Hiawatha at
Metrodome Station in downtown
Minneapolis and travel its last
mile over existing Hiawatha track,
stopping at five downtown Min-
neapolis stations. Hiawatha, Cen-
tral, Northstar and Southwest will
all eventually meet at the Target
Field Station.
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Central Corridor seeks full funding agreement

In a
minute
Continued from page 2

still working with their insurance
company. The insurance compa-
ny has not decided whether the
building can be rebuilt or
whether it should be torn down.
The owners have had to take le-
gal action in an attempt to speed
the process of insurance pay-
ment.

No one spoke for saving the
building at the City Council
public hearing May 19.

The city has issued 22 sum-
mary abatement orders on the
building since the fire. City
workers had to board up the
building to keep trespassers out ,
remove improperly stored debris
and clear the sidewalk of snow
and ice.

- Compiled by Jane McClure



By JANE MCCLURE
Land use plans for three

Central Corridor light rail sta-
tions are nearing completion
and will be released for public
hearings and city action this fall.
A steering committee working
on plans for the Hamline, Victo-
ria and Western stations un-
veiled draft proposals May 18.
More than 50 people attended
an open house to view the plans,
which outline future land use
ideas for University Avenue and
the neighborhoods around the
stations.

The three stations, known as
infill stations, were the subject of
much debate before they were
added to the light rail line plans
in 2008. Residents of neighbor-
hoods around the stations ar-
gued that the stops should be
added. Otherwise, there would
be a mile between train stops in
some of the city’s most transit-
dependent neighborhoods.

Metropolitan Council mem-
bers and Central Corridor project
staff objected, saying that adding
stations would add to project
costs and line travel time, harm-
ing the chances for federal fund-
ing. But community pressure and
changes to federal transit funding
formulas made it possible for the
three stations to be added.

The city has been involved in
land use planning for neighbor-
hoods around the Central Corri-
dor stations for more than four
years. Detailed proposals have
been developed suggesting long-
term ideas for redevelopment.

Because the Hamline, Victo-
ria and Western stations were
added to Central Corridor plans
as the first City of St. Paul station
area planning process was wrap-
ping up, the Planning Commis-
sion and City Council decided to
have an additional planning
process for the three stations. 

George Johnson served as
Planning Commission represen-

tative on the station area plan-
ning steering committees. “Light
rail transit is probably the most
important development that that
will occur in St. Paul in the next
50 years,” he said. While there
will be short-term pain due to
rail construction, the line and
plans for the future will have
long-term benefits for the city.
He compared the station area
planning process to the more
than 20 years’ planning on the
East Side that resulted in the
Phalen Corridor redevelopment
and the construction of Phalen
Boulevard.

“I think all of the station
area planning has been a critical
step in getting people to ac-
knowledge the reality of light rail
transit coming through their
neighborhoods,” said Johnson.
He said the steering committees
received a lot of good neighbor-
hood input, which played a ma-
jor role in shaping the plans.

In contrast to the packed
Metropolitan Council and com-
munity meetings where activists
pushed for the stations, the May
18 land use planning open house
was low-key. Only a handful of
suggestions were made to change

the plans. Area residents and
steering committee members
said that that for many people, it
was most important that the sta-
tions be added. Another factor
was that there had already been
considerable public input into
the first plan draft.

Another factor in the meet-
ing turnout may be the level of
change proposed, said City Plan-
ner Christina Morrison. Land use
proposals for the Western and
Victoria areas call for smaller-
scale neighborhood redevelop-
ment and preservation of most of
the existing commercial and resi-
dential areas. Much of the hous-
ing all around Victoria and Uni-
versity is intact, as is housing
north of Western and University
and in the neighborhoods.

Both sets of plans for Victo-
ria and Western call for improved
pedestrian and bike connections
north-south and east-west
through the neighborhoods. In
the Western area there are pro-
posals to add small pockets of
green space, including green
space at the southeast corner of
University and Western where
Old Home Foods was located.
The only public green space in

the area around that station is at
Maxfield and Jackson schools. 

Any plans to change the
Western area would include a
proposed World Cultural Her-
itage District, meant to promote
the many cultures that live and
work in the area. The neighbor-
hood currently has a high con-
centration of Asian businesses.

“People wanted to see small-
er-scale redevelopment in these
areas,” said Morrison. “They
wanted to see the areas maintain
more of a ‘main street’ feeling.”

The Hamline station plan
calls for more sweeping changes.
Most of the changes would be
seen in the blocks south of Uni-
versity, where much infill devel-
opment is proposed in areas that
are now parking lots and retail
stores. More pedestrian and bike
connections through the larger
blocks are proposed.

Residents of the Skyline
Towers high-rise participated in
Hamline station area planning.
Many of those residents are So-
mali. One request they made was
to see more Somali businesses in
the Hamline area, to meet the
needs of Skyline residents.
“They’d like to see the area be-

come more of an international
marketplace,” Morrison said.

The neighborhoods around
Hamline and University had
been studied earlier as parts of
the Snelling and Lexington sta-
tion area plans. But Morrison
said the new plan allowed for
more of a focus around Hamline
itself. 

Comments received last
week will be incorporated into
the draft plans and released
again in mid-July, said Morrison.
The steering committee will meet
again to review and make recom-
mendations on the draft. The
plan will also be sent to area dis-
trict councils, community devel-
opment corporations and other
neighborhood groups for review
and approval. 

The recommendations go to
the Planning Commission and
City Council for public hearings
and final approval by the coun-
cil. The Planning Commission is
expected to receive the plans in
mid-September.

Draft plans and steering
committee agendas and minutes
are on the city’s Web site under
Central Corridor, at
www.stpaul.gov.
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By JAN WILLMS
As Lori Fritts reflects on her

past seven and a half years as
president of the Midway Cham-
ber of Commerce, there are many
memorable moments that come
to mind. But one of her favorites
revolves around Kou Vang, presi-
dent of JB Realty.

“While he was chair of the
Midway Chamber, the situation
with the Hmong funeral home
arose,” Fritts said. “The Port Au-
thority was trying to build by the
river, and Kou stepped up. He
knew nothing about the funeral
business, but he did it.”

Fritts said she would call
him about a meeting, and he
would be out picking up a body.
“I got to know him very well dur-
ing that time, and he explained
to me about the four-day funer-
als, and people coming from
across the nation to attend the
ceremonies of a clan member,”
Fritts explained. “It was the most
incredible thing.”

She said the Midway Cham-
ber had a catered luncheon at the
funeral home, and Vang spent
about 15 minutes talking about
the cultural aspects of the
Hmong funeral before the busi-
ness meeting.

“Kou is a great storyteller,”
Fritts added. “There were about
120 people at that luncheon, and
when he was talking it was so
quiet you could have heard a pin
drop.”

Fritts recalled the event as
she prepares to leave her position
with the Chamber. She has
presided over economically
tough times as well as the plan-
ning for the Central Corridor
light rail along University Avenue
and all that entails. 

“Everything goes in cycles,”
Fritts said. “When I started, a year

after Sept. 11, we were at the pit
of the economy. I came into this
job to build relationships, get
people to sponsor events and
show up at events. We had better
times, and then it (the economy)
went down again.”

Fritts said businesses experi-
enced trying times that first year
she started. She dealt with that
and with marketing the Central
Corridor. 

“It’s been a long road from
there, but I feel very good about
where things are at now,” she
said. “It’s a perfect time to have
someone new come in.”

During her tenure, she has
seen a lot of changes along the
Midway area. 

“The car dealerships are
gone, and there are some long-
time businesses you don’t see,”
she said. “But there are a lot of
great interesting new ones, in-
cluding some in the industrial
area. Things are constantly mor-
phing into different uses.”

Fritts said all businesses,
large and small, have felt the im-
pact of economic change. 

“We have an interesting
mix,” she noted. “There are non-
profits, small retail and new resi-
dential buildings that have come
in.”

Fritts said that for the most
part, the businesses have man-
aged to survive. 

“There is a difference be-

tween now and 2001,” she
added. “Back then there was fear
of terrorism and more reasons to
cut back. A lot of businesses
made the decision then that they
would be better prepared for a
downturn the next time. A lot
have been operating lean for so
long, they are able to better pre-
pare for next time. They were not
so shaken by the more recent
economic problems, and worked
through it with more confi-
dence.”

Fritts said she also realizes
the concerns that some of the
merchants have about the im-
pending LRT.

“There is no way to avoid
impact with such a massive proj-

ect,” she said. She recalled that
six years ago, the Midway Cham-
ber had to decide how it would
deal with light rail. 

“I told the members we had
three choices. We could say no,
and we would be left out of all
the discussions. We could stay
neutral and serve as a networking
group and sidestep this project,
or we could be strong advocates
for the project and work with the
businesses every step of the way,”
Fritts said. “We could be the con-
science on the shoulder of those
making decisions, some subtle
and some significant.” The
Chamber chose to be a strong
advocate.

A Business Advisory Council
was formed, with the Chamber’s
involvement completely relating
to working for businesses of any
size regarding the pending light
rail.

“Our members understand
the domino effect,” Fritts said.
She said a small business affected
by light rail construction, for ex-
ample, could be renting and a
loss in its sales could affect the
building owner. A printer work-
ing on restaurant menus could
have its profits affected if the
restaurant loses business.

“If a business goes under, it
can result in all kinds of conse-
quences,” Fritts stated. 

She said a key group she has
advocated for is the Business Re-
source Collaborative, which in-
cludes several chambers of com-
merce groups and business
groups in Minneapolis.

“This has become more for-
mal over the past eight months,”
she said. “We have a huge plan
and big roll-out planned for June
17 with mayors of both cities in-
volved. We’re going to lay out a
plan and identify all issues, work
on construction and business
mitigation.”

Fritts said the Collaborative
would give merchants technical
assistance and prepare small
businesses to be successful for
the long-term, not just through
construction.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 13
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Outgoing Chamber 
President Fritts reflects 
on challenges and fun of
last seven years 

Lori Fritts reflects on her past seven and a half years as president of the Midway Chamber of Commerce. (Photo by
Liberty Willms)



By JANE MCCLURE
A study of the West Midway

industrial area will get underway
soon. The St. Paul Planning
Commission authorized the
study May 13, on recommenda-
tion of its Neighborhood Plan-
ning Committee.

The study will eventually be
the topic of community meet-
ings, as well as public hearings
before the Planning Commission
and City Council. The study,
when adopted, would guide fu-
ture zoning and land use deci-
sions in the area.

The intent of the study, ac-
cording to city staff, is to look at
the West Midway industrial area
as identified in the Central Corri-
dor Development Strategy. City
staff and members of a commu-
nity task force will look at ways
to best strengthen the area’s in-
dustrial sector and employment
base.

Ward Four Council Member
Russ Stark and his legislative
aide, Samantha Henningson, will
be on a task force steering com-
munity, along with city staff,
Planning Commission member
Jon Commers and a community
co-chair from St. Anthony
Park/District 12. The task force
itself will have representatives
from Hamline Midway Coalition
and Union Park District Council,
as well as Midway Chamber of
Commerce, an industrial real es-
tate broker, a major property
owner, a representative of the
railroad, University UNITED and
St. Paul Port Authority .

The West Midway Study will
focus on how elements of land
use can be utilized to provide a
foundation for industries, broad-
ly defined, and labor markets,
both of which can capitalize on
the development of light rail
transit, as well as changes in the
economy wrought by the current
recession, fluctuating business
markets, and emerging labor
markets. 

The study area is irregularly
shaped and encompasses indus-

trial areas north of Interstate 94,
north to Como Avenue and the
Intercampus Transitway; and, be-
tween the city’s boundary with
Minneapolis eastward to Snelling
Avenue and Fairview Avenue.  It
doesn’t include the Central Cor-
ridor transit station areas that
were studied previously. Nor
does it include residential prop-
erties or properties that have re-
cently been improved or redevel-
oped. But at the request of the St.
Anthony Park Community
Council, part of the planned
study will focus on how the in-
dustrial area can fit with an exist-
ing residential neighborhood.
The objective is to develop strate-
gies and techniques that allow
both to thrive.  

The study was called for in
the land use chapter of the city’s
recently adopted comprehensive
plan. The industrial area, which
is in an area roughly bounded by
Snelling Avenue, the west city
limits, rail lines and areas around
University Avenue, is one of St.
Paul’s largest and oldest continu-
ously used industrial areas. The
area’s roots as an industrial area
spring largely from the historic
presence of railroad lines and re-
lated industries. The area has
strong ties to railroad, truck and
bus transportation, and will have
light rail in 2014.

But while many of the exist-
ing businesses in the area are
successful, they do not employ
large numbers of people. Job
density is a huge concern, as the
city needs to replace tens of
thousands of jobs lost over the
past two decades.

The study in part will focus
on how the West Midway can
evolve to capture “knowledge-
based” business activity and tap
into the jobs/housing mix that
could grow out of the Central
Corridor project.

The study is not a conven-
tional economic development
strategy, according to city staff.  It
will focus on land use founda-
tions that will allow an econom-

ic development strategy to suc-
ceed, particularly in an older, in-
creasingly intense urban area.  

It will tie into a number of
previous University Avenue, Cen-
tral Corridor and area studies
and land use plans, including the
plans developed by the district
councils in the area including St.
Anthony Park, Hamline-Midway
and Union Park.

The study will also look at
existing businesses and indus-
tries, new opportunities, trans-
portation and transit systems,
possible design guidelines, sus-
tainable or “green” development
and how the various current and
proposed land uses can interface.

Industrial areas and the West
Midway in particular, face chal-
lenges, according to a report pre-
sented to the Planning Commis-
sion. These challenges and op-
portunities include:
• Construction of light rail

transit through the Central
Corridor.

• Redevelopment potential
along University Avenue,
particularly surrounding the
three transit stations within
the West Midway.

• Changing economy, particu-
larly as influenced by the re-
cession.

• Emerging industries (green
manufacturing is an exam-
ple).

• Emerging labor force; its
readiness to take advantage
to changes in the economy
and emerging industries.

• Job density and strategies to
increase job density.

• Sophisticated transportation
access, including rail, high-
ways, and transit.

• Local street system with per-
ceived gaps.

• Contaminated sites. 
• Proximity to the SEMI area

in Minneapolis.
• Proximity to the University

of Minnesota.
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1514 Englewood Avenue – St. Paul 651-645-0667

SUNDAY WORSHIP SCHEDULE
10:00 AM Worship
10:30 AM Hospitality 

Child Care Provided

h

Details on website:
www.hamlinechurch.org

HAMLINE CHURCH
United Methodist
A New Christian Community

Study of West Midway
authorized by Council

St. Bernard's High School says goodbye

On Saturday, June 5, several hundred students, alumni, parents, current/former staff and community friends
turned out to bid farewell to St. Bernard's High School (1961-2010). The grade school, open since 1890, closed in
2009. At 9:50 p.m., a representative from each high school class turned out one light in a classroom or other com-
mon area of the school until the building was dark. The crowd then sang the school song while holding candles in
the darkness. 



By DEBORAH BROTZ 
Como Park residents are now

one step closer to having a Wal-
greens replace the MGM Liquor
Warehouse at Lexington Parkway
and Larpenteur Avenue. Commu-
nity residents had an opportunity
to see the third conceptual plan
for a new stand alone Walgreens
at the District 10 Land Use Com-
mittee Meeting on May 10.

Under the plan, the liquor
store would be demolished to
make way for a 14,000-square-
foot Walgreens.

“Walgreens would lease the
land from an investment group,
put a store on the site, improve
the sidewalks and add green
space,” said Chris Harkness, chair
of the District 10 Land Use Com-
mittee. “MGM will rehab the
houses behind the property on
California.”

The MGM corner became
controversial a few years ago after
MGM removed a fence separating
its lot from a row of houses be-
hind it on California Avenue.
MGM and the City have been in
an ongoing legal battle ever since
MGM removed the 8-foot-high
cedar fence in 2007.

“Their position is they want
to make sure the Walgreens con-
cept sits well with neighbors,”
said Harkness. “MGM and the
neighborhood have been meeting
with the Land Use Committee at
District 10.  We’ve had two meet-
ings where MGM presented differ-
ent plans.”

The plan proposes removal of
one house on California and the
addition of garages with shared-
access driveways for the four re-

maining houses, which are cur-
rently owned by MGM. A fence
would separate the commercial
and residential properties. Neigh-
bors have several concerns.

“One of the biggest concerns
is foreshortening of the lot sizes
on California,” said Harkness.
MGM added space to these yards.
They moved the Walgreens store
and changed the plan a little bit
so the lots would be bigger.”

Traffic and the alley are also
main concerns.

“The concern with the alley is
that people will come in from
Dunlap and go into the Walgreens
parking lot,” said Harkness. “They
were not able to solve the alley is-
sues at all at the second meeting.
The week of April 16, MGM sub-
mitted a third conceptual plan
with the alley dead-ended to the
Land Use Committee. There
would be a three-lane exit en-
trance on Lexington—one in and
two out and two lanes on Larpen-
teur—one in and one out.”

MGM has no signed lease
with Walgreens for the site.

“This allows them to work
with Walgreens,” said Harkness.
“We had action items we vote on.
The Board heard the action item,
considered the rationale and vot-
ed on the approval of the foot-
print and placement of a Wal-
greens store at that site. MGM
wants to be sure that District 10 is
in favor of the proposal. District
10 will do what neighbors want.”

Harkness says at this time,
they know that more people at
Land Use Committee meetings
support the idea of a Walgreens
than don’t.

“There are concerns about
whether the site will be too big or
if it will generate too much traf-
fic,” she said. “At a Land Use
Meeting a straw poll taken on
April 12 showed more of them in
favor of a Walgreens than other

things.”
Earlier in 2009, Paster Enter-

prises presented a redevelopment
plan that included the construc-
tion of a new commercial build-
ing at the site currently occupied
by Flowerama, Ted’s Bar, and a

couple of residential houses
across Lexington from MGM’s
properties.

“We got neighborhood feed-
back,” said Howard Paster, presi-
dent of Paster Enterprises. “We’re
still working on it. There’s noth-
ing new to present to the neigh-
borhood to discuss and get their
feedback.”

People may have made an in-
correct assumption that Paster
was planning to put a Walgreens
on his site.

“I don’t think at any point
did we say the tenant was Wal-
greens or say we had a deal with
them,” he said. 

Paster is still working on a de-
velopment for that corner.

“We’re not at a point that it
makes sense to share it with
neighbors,” he said. “We want to
continue discussions with neigh-
bors and the City. We’re still put-
ting our plan together and trying
to finalize what we’re working
on.”

Hopefully, Paster will be
making a formal proposal to the
Land Use Committee soon.

“We didn’t want it to take as
long as it has,” he said. “We hope
to get back to them shortly.”

At the May 10 Land Use
Committee Meeting, the
MGM/Walgreens plan was dis-
cussed for the purpose of generat-
ing an action item to bring to the
District 10 Community Council
Meeting on May 18.

“The Land Use Committee
voted to recommend that the
Board approve the concept,” said
Harkness.

The Action Item put forward
to the Board for consideration by
the District 10 Land Use Commit-
tee requested that the Board vote
to offer preliminary support for
MGM’s conceptual proposal to re-
develop their current site on the
SW corner of Lexington and Lar-
penteur to accommodate a one-
story Walgreens store that will not 

CONTINUED ON PAGE 12
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ST. COLUMBA
FUN FEST

Saturday & Sunday–1:00 p.m.–11:00 p.m.  
July 10 & 11, 2010

St. Columba Parking Lot and Courtyard

Live Music - Raffle--$2,500 total Prizes - Games - 
American & Vietnamese Food - Fun

St. Columba Catholic Church is committed 
to be a light in the heart of the Midway.

1327 Lafond Ave. St. Paul  651-645-9179.

New owners Darren & Debbie Wolke and Chef Fred invite you to stop
in and see how much the restaurant has changed! You'll love the new

look, we promise. We are restoring one of St. Paul's favorites to
prominence—now with almost 70 years of great food and fun history!

OPEN and
Ready

to continue the tradition!

1220 Rice Street • 651-487-7967

Classic American Bar 
Food Kicked-Up a Notch

Tin Cup Fried Chicken, 
and Specialty Juicy Lucy’s

that say “Wow”

Como Park moves closer to Walgreens on MGM site

Under the conceptual plan now being discussed by District 10, the MGM Liquor Store at Lexington and Larpenteur
would be demolished to make way for a 14,000-squarefoot Walgreens.



By TOM CONLON
It’s not your mother’s Good-

will Store anymore, but a Second
Debut.

The rumple of car engines or
boiling cooking oil have been re-
placed with the squeaks of hang-
ers on circular clothes racks or the
clump of shoes as a customer tries
on a pair of stylish stilettos.  

Expanding on a successful
higher-end consignment store that
began in St. Louis Park in 2005,
Goodwill Easter Seals of Minneso-
ta opened Second Debut 2 in the
former Andy’s Garage restaurant at
Fairview and University Avenues
this spring.

“In today’s economy, many
women facing job transitions or
looking for pieces to stand out in
an upcoming job interview had
few affordable options for upscale,
professional clothing and acces-
sories,” said Amy Lewis, Second
Debut 2’s store manager since its
opening on April 9. “When you
thought of the Goodwill Store,
you probably didn’t equate that
with higher-end designer clothes,
shoes or handbags. Second Debut
2 now meets that need.”

Julie Fjellman, marketing
communications administrator
for Goodwill Easter Seals (GES)
said while Minnesota’s 20 tradi-

tional Goodwill stores continue
to sell donated used clothing,
household items, toys and other
traditional items, changing mar-
ket needs presented an opportu-
nity for GES to expand into the
higher-end consignment niche.

“The success of the St. Louis
Park Second Debut store gave us
confidence to open a second
such boutique in the Midway, a
few blocks from our headquar-
ters,” she said. “To date, we’ve
been very pleased with the num-
ber of customers and business it
has generated.”

CONTINUED ON PAGE 14

Page 9www.MonitorSaintPaul.com • Monitor • June 2010

Fearful

Patients

Welcome!

• Preventive Care
• Fillings
• Root Canals

• Extractions
• Whitening
• Crown & Bridge

• Veneers
• Dentures

Visit us at:

www.AustinFamilyDental.com

Austin Family Dental
1360 Energy Park Drive, Suite 140

Energy Park Financial Center

Providing Quality Care in a Gentle Environment

$50 OFF
any service including

Dental Whitening
(New patients only — good thru July 30, 2010)

Call us

today at

651-641-1908

651-642-1838

Leonardo’s
Basement
Continued from page 1
ters. While some parks were slated
for demolition, Odegard said this
was never an option for Griggs. 

“That wasn’t an option – to
take it out of commission,” she
said. “We definitely wanted to
find a partnership [for Griggs].”

Odegard said Parks and
Recreation typically searches for
organizations which benefit the
community and the immediate
neighborhood. She said the part-
nership with Leonardo’s Base-
ment seemed like the perfect fit
for the area, especially because of
the work they do with youth. 

“The partners that we put in
there have to be accessible to the
community,” Odegard said.
“Leonardo is a great organiza-
tion, and it’s a really good fit for
the community.”

While the move to the St.
Paul community provides a near-
er location for interested parents
and students in the immediate
area, Jevning said a major benefit

of moving to Griggs was the in-
creased outdoor space – space
that simply is not available in
their current Minneapolis loca-
tion. 

“We will be able to do bigger
projects and quasi-permanent
projects outdoors at Griggs,”
Jevning said.

One such class project will
involve students building two
large-scale cardboard castles, and
event that Jevning said will more
than likely end with students
storming each castle, armed with
water balloons. 

“Those large building con-
structions always result in some
kind of battle,” he said, laughing.

Jevning said other summer
classes include building an ob-
stacle course, rain gardens, skate-
board ramps and a giant ship. He
said there will also be cooking
courses, now that they have
kitchen facilities available at
Griggs. 

“We’ve done [these sorts of
projects] in the past but not near-
ly to the scale we will be able to
at Griggs,” Jevning said. 

Jevning also said the area at
Griggs will allow many of the
large projects to remain standing

for longer periods of time. 
“Kids will be able to enjoy

them, maybe for the whole sum-
mer,” he said.

However, Odegard made it
clear that other community
events will still be taking place at
Griggs Park, including events or-
ganized by the Booster Club,
community baseball and softball
and an outdoor skating rink in
the winter. She said Jevning has
been very open with ways in
which Leonardo’s Basement and
the City of St. Paul can share the
area. 

“Steve’s been very accommo-
dating,” she said. “We’re still go-
ing to continue to do other
things out of there.”

Jevning said Leonardo’s
Basement held a grand opening
event June 5 to expose the new
location to the community and
to have a big party.

“It’s always good to have
parties,” he said, laughing.

Classes begin June 28. Par-
ents and students can view the
available summer courses at
http://www.leonardosbasement.
org/1summer.php or by calling
612-824-4394.

Second Debut 2 opens on University Avenue

Next deadline:
June 28

Second Debut 2 Store Manager Amy Lewis, Sales Associate Siobhan Ditty,
and Sales Associate Amy Heuberger assemble display accessories, shoes and
clothing inside the new Second Debut 2 shop. (Photo by Tom Conlon)

Taken at an open house at Leonardo's Basement's Minneapolis location, partic-
ipants were testing out bottle rocket contraptions, experiments that would also
be able to be done at their newly opened Griggs Playground location.

(651) 489-9633



Como Park Tree 
Trek June 12
The Environmental Committee
of District 10 is holding its annu-
al Tree Identification Trek in
Como Park on Saturday, June 12,
from 10 a.m. to noon. Meet at the
Como Park pavilion near the
wooden black bear on the west
side. The Tree Trek is free, open to
the public and includes ever-
greens and woody perennials.
Emphasis on tree I.D. and dis-
eases. Call Chet Mirocha for fur-
ther information. 

‘Public Health’ topic 
of luncheon July 13
“The Role of Public Health in
Our Lives: What’s Current?” will
be the topic at a luncheon for
seniors on July 13 at 11:30 a.m.
at 1415 Englewood Avenue.
Maggie Diebel, Director
Community and Family Health,
MN Department of Health will
be the speaker. A registered nurse
will be available to take blood
pressures. Anyone who would
like to come for just the presen-
tations should arrive at 12:10
p.m. A free will donation is
asked for the meal. Call the
office of Hamline Midway Elders
651-209-6542 to make reserva-
tions, or request free transporta-
tion for either event, grocery
shopping or medical appoint-
ments.

FREE Energy Efficiency
Workshop June 29
Attend this workshop to learn
how to save energy and money in
your home.  At the workshop you
can sign up for a home visit from
the Home Energy Squad to iden-
tify your home’s energy needs
and install energy efficient mate-
rials, such as compact fluorescent
light bulbs, low flow shower-
heads, faucet aerators, and hot
water heater blankets.  This home
visit will be offered at the low
price of $30, but only if you
attend the free workshop! The
workshop will be on Tuesday,
June 29, 2010, 6:30 – 7:30pm at
North Dale Recreation Center,
1414 N St Albans, St. Paul. Call or
e-mail Stephanie at 651-488-
7684 or cc@qwestoffice.net to
reserve your spot!

District 6 planning 
meetings moved!
Beginning at the Land Use Task
Force Meeting June 22, the Board
of Directors and Land Use Task
Force Meetings will be held at
North Dale Recreation Center,
1414 North Saint Albans. 

La Leche group discusses
breastfeeding July 13
The Art of Breastfeeding and
Overcoming Difficulties is the
topic of the meeting of the
Como-Midway La Leche Group
on Tuesday, July 13. All expectant
and nursing mothers are invited
to attend with their babies and
toddlers. Call Heidi at 651-659-
9527 for more information.

Rummage Sale at Bethel
Lutheran June 16-19
Bethel Lutheran Church will
hold its 9th Annual Rummage
Sale benefiting the Children’s
Christian Education Fund on
June 16 (PRE-SALE admission:
$3), June 17 and 18 at 9 a.m. to
6 p.m., and Saturday June 19 at 9
a.m. to 3 p.m. Bethel is located
in St. Paul’s Como Park neigh-
borhood at 670 W. Wheelock
Parkway.

We offer a wide range of items
including books, furniture, tools,
houseware items, dishes, glass-
ware, stemware, crystal, col-
lectibles of all kinds, arts & crafts,
jewelry, office supplies, working
electronics, sporting goods, gently
used toys & clothing for the whole
family. The church will be open
to receive ‘almost new’ donations
from anyone interested in sup-
porting this fundraiser Saturday,
June 12 from 9 a.m.-1 p.m.

For more information about
Bethel Lutheran Church, its pro-
grams and ministries visit
www.bethelstpaul.com or call
651-488-6681.

Free film night at
Merriam Park
Free Film Night will be held on
Tues., June 22, 6:30 p.m. Merriam
Park Library.1831 Marshall Ave.
651-642-0385. Audience of One.
Documentary about San
Francisco Pentecostal pastor who
gets the word from God to make
a sci-fi/religious blockbuster film.
And so he does. Or tries to.
Discussion will follow.

Como Park Art Crawl
planned by Council
Calling All Como Artists! District
10 Como Community Council is
holding a Como Park Art Crawl
and is looking for artists to partic-
ipate. For more information:
www.district10comopark.org or
call 651-644-3889 

CARNIVAL benefiting
KIDSPARK June 12
A community carnival is going to
be held at Desnoyer Park, on Satur-

day, June 12, 10 a.m. to 3 p.m.,
benefiting KidsPark childcare cen-
ter! There will be a whole lotta’ fun
for children and their families!

Come enjoy carnival games,
face painting, cupcake walk,
moon bounce, petting zoo from
10 a.m. – 12 p.m., a visit from
the St. Paul Police K9 unit, St.
Paul Firefighters demonstration,
and performances by Engineer
Paul from Choo Choo Bob’s at
10:30 a.m. and 11:30 a.m. The
carnival will also have a variety
of food: slushies, cotton candy,
hot dogs, brats and more.

Tickets for activities will be
$1 a piece; or $15 for an all day
wristband that will include - un-
limited time in the bouncy, pet-
ting zoo, games, one face paint-
ing and one time in the cake-
walk. The Carnival will be held at
Desnoyer Park, 525 Pelham Blvd
N.  This event is cash only. For
more information, visit
www.kidsparkdropin.org.

KidsPark is a non-profit,
hourly drop-in childcare center
for children 6 weeks to 5 years.

June Events at 
Rice St. Library
The Rice Street Branch Library
has many fun and educational
programs planned in June. Please
stop in and visit us!

Jazz with an Attitude! will be
offered on Saturday June 12 at 2
p.m. Join vocalist Lee Engele, gui-
tarist Reynold Philipsek & their
friends as they perform a mixture
of hip jazz, swing, flamenco and
Latin music.

Wendy’s Wiggle Jiggle and
Jam will perform at the library
on Tuesday June 16; the Brodini
Comedy Magic Show will enter-
tain on Tuesday June 23; and the
Science Museum of Minnesota
will visit on June 30. All pro-
grams begin at 10:30 am and are
part of the St. Paul Public

Library’s Summer Reading
Program.

Family story times will be of-
fered on Tuesday mornings June
1 & 8 and on Friday mornings at
10:30. Join Rice Street’s story-
telling experts for stories, finger
plays, rhymes, and songs. 

The Runescape Club will
meet on Tuesdays from 3:30-5
p.m. 

Teen Time will be offered
Wednesdays from 3:30-5:00. Join
us for a rotating roster of activi-
ties each Wednesday! Video
games, board games, and crafts
are just a few of the activities
teens can do. 

The Collector’s Corner
Neighborhood Trading Post will
be open Wednesdays from 4-7
p.m. and Saturdays from 1 p.m.-
4 p.m. Bring a tradable natural
object to the library and volun-
teers from the Science Museum
of Minnesota will help you learn
more about it

Free Family Friendly Movie
Matinees will be shown Satur-
days at 2 p.m. Please stop in or

call the library at 651-558-2223
to learn which movie will be
shown each week.

The North End Book Club
will be discussing The Shack by
William Young on Monday June
28, from 12:45-2:30. For more in-
formation or to register, please
call Sandy at 651-293-8733. This
group is offered in partnership
with the Community Education
Senior Program.

The Community Education
Senior Program will offer comput-
er classes beginning Friday June
11 from 10:15 to 12:15. For more
information or to register, please
call Sandy at 651-293-8733. There
is a fee for each class.

A series of classes on Swedish
Embroidery on Monks Cloth will
begin on Wednesday, June 30
from 12:45 to 2:45 p.m. For more
information or to register, please
call Sandy at 651-293-8733. This
group is offered in partnership
with the Community Education
Senior Program

Practice giving speeches and
making presentations in Spanish
with the Los Lagos Toastmasters
on Mondays from 6:00-7:30 p.m.
Contact Ralph at 651-730-9817
for more information.

Free Foreclosure Counseling
will be offered by the Saint Paul
Department of Planning and Eco-
nomic Development on Wednes-
days from 12:30-6:30 p.m. No ap-
pointment is necessary.

Free Job Search Assistance
will be offered on Fridays from
10:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m.

A consultant from Goodwill-
Easter Seals will provide help with
job applications and resumes.
Please call 651-558-2223 for more
information.

The Rice Street Library is
located at 1011 Rice Street between
Lawson and Hatch. Hours are
Monday and Wednesday, 12 p.m.-
8 p.m.; Tuesday 10 a.m.-8 p.m.;
Thursday, Friday and Saturday, 10
a.m.-5:30 p.m.; and Sunday 1 p.m.
to 5 p.m. The library will be
closed July 4 and 5 in observance
of Independence Day.

Minnesota’s ‘Waiting
Children’ info  sessions
Have you ever wondered about
adoption? Or if you could parent
an “older” child?Or what they
mean by “special needs”? Or
what it costs to adopt a waiting
child? Or who are Minnesota’s
waiting children?

Downey Side…families for
youth invites community mem-
bers to attend a FREE informa-
tion session regarding adoption
and Minnesota’s Waiting Chil-
dren. Sessions are held every
third Tuesday of the month from
6:30 to 8 p.m. at Downey office
located in the Bigelow Building
at 450 No. Syndicate Street –
Suite 380. 

Downey Side Minnesota is a
non profit adoption agency,
working exclusively to place
“waiting children” – children

who are currently in the foster
care system and are legally free
for adoption – into permanent,
safe, stable and loving adoptive
families. Downey Side is proud
to work in collaboration with the
Minnesota Department of Hu-
man Services on the Public Pri-
vate Adoption Initiative (PPAI), a
partnership between the public
and private agencies through the
state.

There is no charge for this
meeting; however, pre-registra-
tion is required. Please e-mail
stpaulmn@downeyside.org or
phone 651- 228-0117 to speak
with Denise or Deb.

Midway Y holds 
board recognition
The Midway Family YMCA of
Greater Saint Paul recently held
their annual board recognition
ceremony and election. 

Kathy Bjerke, Park Midway
Bank was elected board chair,
Roberta “Bobbi” Megard, Vice
Chair, and Catherine Holtzclaw
as immediate past board chair.

New directors elected for a
three-year term to the board in-
cluded Joe Dotson, Marilyn
Porter, Inta Sellars, Doc Smith,
and Vuthy Taing.

Current board directors
elected to a second three- year
term included David Gill, Annie
Huidekoper, Mary Marsden and
Al Emory.

Retiring board member Lori
Fritts was recognized for serving
six years on the community
board. 

Immediate Past Board Chair,
Catherine Holtzclaw was recog-
nized at the 154th Annual
Meeting of the YMCA of Greater
Saint Paul with the 2009
Distinguished Leader Award for
her YMCA leadership to the
Midway Family YMCA.

Como Park resident in 
HU internship
Molly Ellison from St. Paul’s
Como Park neighborhood is
interning this spring with the
Department of Corrections Record
Center in Saint Paul, MN. She will
be serving as a Records Clerk and
Administrative Assistant.

Ellison is majoring in
Political Science at Hamline
University.  

Hamline University attracts a
diverse group of 4,900 undergrad-
uate and graduate students who
develop their passions working
alongside professors invested in
their success. Challenged to create
and apply knowledge in local and
global contexts, students develop
an ethic of inclusive leadership
and service, civic responsibility,
and social justice. Hamline stu-
dents are transformed in and out
of the classroom to discover truths
that shape the way they see and are
able to change the world.
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By JANE MCCLURE
Tight budgets, aging facilities

and changes in how people play
are challenges for St. Paul’s parks
and recreation system. How parks
and recreation should change is
being explored at community
workshops, which should result in
a new systems plan this fall. More
than a dozen people attended the
first workshop, held at Oxford
Community Center. Additional
workshops were held at Phalen
Recreation Center and North Dale
Recreation Center, with a final
workshop June 9 at Hillcrest Recre-
ation Center, 1978 Ford Parkway.
All meetings start at 6:30 p.m.

Cuts to the parks and recre-
ation system, have hit area neigh-
borhoods hard as Griggs, Desnoy-
er, Dunning, Orchard and South
St. Anthony recreation centers have
been rented out to other groups.
Front and Sylvan were closed sev-
eral months ago and torn down
this spring. That’s almost half of
the centers in Monitor area neigh-
borhoods.

But with more cuts in Local
Government Aid from the state
looming, and an inability to con-
tinually raise property taxes to cov-
er needs, a hard look is needed at
the rest of the system.

“This is a process that is long
overdue,” said Parks and Recre-
ation Director Mike Hahm. He
said the city has needed but lacked
a comprehensive look at the parks
and recreation system.  “It’s some-
thing we should have done 10 to
15 years ago.”

“The parks and recreation sys-
tem we have simply isn’t sustain-
able now,” said Greg Ingraham of
Hoisington Koegler Group, one of
the study consultants. The sustain-
ability issue is both from an eco-
nomic as well as a needs stand-
point. Patron needs are changing
as the city becomes more diverse.
Types of recreation have changed. 

There’s more of a focus on ac-
tivities promoting a healthy
lifestyle. “We need to respond to
trends and changes in recreation as
well as changing demographics.”

The lack of a system plan has
been a frustration for city staff, said
Hahm, especially in recent years
when tough decisions have had to
be made. The city had 41 recre-
ation centers but is now down to
25. St. Paul has closed 16 recre-
ation centers over the past few
years and leased 13 of the facilities
to other groups. Three buildings
were torn down earlier this spring.
All of the centers do allow for out-
side field and playground use by
parks and recreation, although in a
few cases the fields are scheduled
by the nonprofit tenant. Orchard is
an example of the tenant getting
field priority, as the tenant is the
Blackhawks soccer club.

When centers have been
closed, Hahm said there hasn’t
been a vision for how to provide
other services for their surrounding
communities.

Parks and recreation is aware
of many unmet needs, ranging
from more programs for seniors to
newer amenities such as splash
pad water features for kids in the
summertime, said Hahm.

Hahm noted that activities
don’t need to be tied to a building
and that some of the busiest facili-
ties and programs have no recre-
ation center. “I drove by Dunning
Field before this meeting and there
must have been 400 people out
there,” he said. All of the ball fields

were full. Yet Dunning’s recreation
center closed two years ago. Mc-
Murray Field near Como Park also
has no recreation center but is
heavily used.

Another need is to work more
closely with St. Paul Public Schools
to share building space and not
duplicate facilities.

City staff emphasize that no
park land or facilities will be sold,
as the city charter has a no net loss
of parkland provision. But some
facilities may change in use, de-
pending on the input received.

“St. Paul is fortunate to have
many good parks and recreation
facilities, and much open space,”
said Ingraham. Parks and recre-
ation is a key part of quality of life
in St. Paul.

When the vision plan for
parks and recreation was complet-
ed, it included 38 action steps. Of
those 28 are tied to facilities, ac-
cess, connections to community
and activities. The vision plan also
emphasizes that parks and recre-
ation should seek quality facilities
over quantity of facilities.

City staff and consultants
working on the systems plan know
there will be resistance to closing
more recreation centers. The cur-
rent recreation center system was
based on a model of having a facil-
ity within six blocks of every home
in the city. Looking back over the
past 30 years, that model has
changed. For example, Aldine Park
in Merriam Park neighborhood
had a recreation center years ago.

The distance now is for every
home to be within a mile of a
recreation center. That distance is
now a mile. One of the questions
meeting participants are being
asked is to fill out a chart indicat-
ing how far they would walk or
drive for activities, ranging from
playing at a playground to running
a dog off-leash.

Over the past two decades St.
Paul has added large recreation
centers that serve as hubs for more
activities, including North Dale
and Oxford. The trend seen is that
the hubs, which can offer more
classes and activities, have increas-
ing participation. Hillcrest’s drop-
in numbers have climbed from
191,632 to 314,773 between 2007
and 2009. Overall, attendance at
centers throughout the city has in-
creased from 2.52 million in 2009
to an estimated 2.85 million this
year.

Some smaller recreation cen-
ters are seeing a decrease in drop-
ins and program registration.
Some still thrive and are busy, not-
ed Hahm.

Of the comments received
May 19, some were pleas to keep
smaller centers. “Even small recre-
ation centers are hugely important
for community building and a
strong sense of neighborhood,”
one person wrote. 

Another person wrote, “We
need opportunities for kids to get
as much physical activity as possi-
ble, neighborhood recreation cen-
ters provide this.”

Parks and recreation complet-
ed a vision plan in 2008 to outline
goals and objectives for the parks
system. That is guiding the system
plan. An inventory of all facilities
was recently completed. Part of the
process underway will match
needs with demand.

One of the findings so far is
that three areas of the city could be
consider underserved, when it
comes to recreation facilities. One

gap was found in a circle just south
of Interstate 94, between Marshall,
Snelling, Randolph and Cleveland
avenues. Another is bounded by
Minnehaha, Victoria, Marshall and
Hamline. The third area was near
the Highway 61-Interstate 94 area.

Another part of the process is

a community survey, asking why
people visit recreation centers,
what activities are missing and
what activities are important to
them. Participants are also being
asked to submit comments and to
mark maps to show which facili-
ties are important to them and

which need work.
Efforts are being made to each

out to many communities and
groups or parks and recreation us-
es. Persons who cannot go to a
community meeting can take the
survey online at www.stpaul.gov
on the parks and recreation page.
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Come cool off in Hamline Mid-
way Library this June!  We have
lots of exciting new things hap-
pening:  the start of our summer
reading program, special outdoor
storytimes, and Movie Matinee
Tuesdays.  There’s always some-
thing fun happening at the li-
brary!

Our popular Anusara Yoga
classes, provided by instructor
Chris Gordon of Big River Body-
Works Yoga Studio, continue to

be offered Tuesday mornings
from 10:30 to 11:30 a.m. Please
bring a yoga mat and a firm
blanket (Mexican style or wool
yoga blanket) and wear comfort-
able clothing.

As the school year ends we
are keyed up to kick-off our Sum-
mer Reading Program!  Summer
Reading Program. Performances
will be held Wednesdays at 2
p.m. starting June 16th when we
kick off the summer with Music

with Ross Sutter.  
On Friday, June 18th, the li-

brary is pleased to host a special
event put on by the MacPhail
Center for Music: Sing, Play,
Learn!  MacPhail’s early child-
hood music specialists will ex-
plore the world of music and
play with parents and their chil-
dren. Through hands-on musical
play activities families will expe-
rience music’s impact on learn-
ing and reading readiness. To-

gether we will sing, rhyme, read,
move and create! Please call the
library at 651-642-0293 to regis-
ter.

The library will continue to
offer toddler and preschool sto-
rytimes Fridays at 10:30 in June,
as well as two special outdoor
musical on our front lawn on
June 21 and 28 at 6:30 p.m.
Bring your blankets and bug
spray!

Join us on June 22 at 2 p.m.

for a family movie matinee
showing of Disney’s The Princess
and the Frog.

On June 24 from 2 to 5 p.m.
there will be a party for
teens..with pizza!  

Call 651-642-0293 or stop
by the library at 1558 W Min-
nehaha Ave, near the intersection
of Snelling and Minnehaha, to
sign up for events that require
pre-registration. All events are
free.

The Rice Street Branch Li-
brary has many fun and educa-
tional programs planned in June.
Please stop in and visit us!

Jazz with an Attitude! will
be offered on Saturday, June 12
at 2 p.m. Join vocalist Lee En-
gele, guitarist Reynold Philipsek
& their friends as they perform a
mixture of hip jazz, swing, fla-
menco and Latin music.

Wendy’s Wiggle Jiggle
and Jam will perform at
the library on Tuesday
June 16; the Brodini
Comedy Magic Show
will entertain on Tues-
day, June 23; and the
Science Museum of Min-
nesota will visit on June
30. All programs begin at
10:30 a.m. and are part of
the St. Paul Public Li-
brary’s Summer Reading
Program.

Family story times will be
offered on Tuesday mornings
June 1 & 8 and on Friday morn-
ings at 10:30 a.m. Join Rice

Street’s storytelling experts for
stories, finger plays, rhymes, and
songs. 

The Runescape Club will
meet on Tuesdays from 3:30-5
p.m. 

Teen Time will be offered
Wednesdays from 3:30-5:00 p.m.
Join us for a rotating roster of ac-
tivities each Wednesday! Video
games, board games, and crafts
are just a few of the activities
teens can do. 

The Collector’s Corner
Neighborhood Trading Post

will be open Wednesdays
from 4-7 p.m. and Sat-

urdays from 1-4 p.m.
Bring a tradable natu-
ral object to the li-
brary and volun-
teers from the Sci-
ence Museum of
Minnesota will
help you learn
more about it.

Free Family
Friendly Movie

Matinees will be
shown Saturdays at 2

p.m. Please stop in or
call the library at 651-

558-2223 to learn which
movie will be shown each

week.

The North End Book Club
will be discussing The Shack by
William Young on Monday June
28, from 12:45-2:30. For more
information or to register, please
call Sandy at 651-293-8733. This
group is offered in partnership
with the Community Education
Senior Program.

The Community Education
Senior Program will offer com-
puter classes beginning Friday,
June 11 from 10:15 a.m. to 12:15
p.m. For more information or to
register, please call Sandy at 651-
293-8733. There is a fee for each
class.

A series of classes on
Swedish Embroidery on Monks
Cloth will begin on Wednesday,
June 30 from 12:45 to 2:45 p.m.
For more information or to regis-
ter, please call Sandy at 651-293-
8733 p.m. This group is offered
in partnership with the Commu-
nity Education Senior Program

Practice giving speeches and
making presentations in Spanish
with the Los Lagos Toastmasters

on Mondays from 6:00-7:30
p.m. Contact Ralph at 651-730-
9817 for more information.

Free Foreclosure Counseling
will be offered by the Saint Paul
Department of Planning and
Economic Development on
Wednesdays from 12:30-6:30
p.m. No appointment is neces-
sary.

Free Job Search Assistance
will be offered on Fridays from
10:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m. A consult-
ant from Goodwill-Easter Seals
will provide help with job appli-
cations and resumes. Please call
651-558-2223 for more informa-
tion.

The Rice Street Library is lo-
cated at 1011 Rice Street between
Lawson and Hatch. Hours are
Monday and Wednesday, 12
p.m.-8 p.m.; Tuesday 10 a.m.-8
p.m.; Thursday, Friday and Satur-
day, 10 a.m.-5:30 p.m.; and Sun-
day 1 p.m. to 5 p.m. The
library will be closed July 4 and
5 in observance of Independence
Day.
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Summer class schedule at  www.leonardosbasement.org
Contact Leonardo’s Basement at  612.824.4394 or  info@leonardosbasement.org with questions.

Follow us to summer
CLASSES & FAMILY EVENTS!

• Girls and boys ages 6-16 design and build imaginative science, art, engineering and technol-
ogy projects at Leonardo’s Basement. LEGO robotics, giant cardboard structures, computer
animation, stilt making and more!

• Half-day classes at a new workshop located at Griggs Park, 1188 Hubbard Ave in Saint Paul
and the existing shop in south Minneapolis. Sliding scale class fees from $0-165.

Families living in the 55104 zip code are eligible for
scholarships provided by the Midway Men’s Club.

• Check the web site for weekend family events with food, music, building and lots of fun.
Bring your friends and neighbors!

Cool off at Hamline Midway Library this June

June events at Rice Street Branch Library
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MGM site
Continued from page 8

exceed 14,000 square feet. Fur-
thermore, the Action Item calls
for MGM and Walgreens (Sem-
per Development) to continue
to work with the Land Use
Committee and the community
on the design details and further
plans for the site.

On May 18, the District 10
Community Council voted 8 to
6 in support of the MGM Land
Use Action Item. A community
vote was also taken, and of the
eligible registered voters the to-
tal vote resulted in 30 support-
ing the action and 35 against.

Because of the results of the
community vote, the Board felt
it was important to capture the
community concerns in a letter,
which is posted at the Council’s
website: district10comopark.org.
In the May 25, 2010, letter to
John Kohler at Semper Develop-
ment, John Knox, board chair of
District 10 Como Community
Council, stated the community’s
concerns.

“The main issues of trepida-
tion, for both the community
and council board members, are
centered on maintaining the sta-
bility and residential character
of the neighborhood,” he said.
“Community  members feel re-

zoning of residential property
for commercial use is something
that could threaten said stabili-
ty. Increased traffic levels and
safety issues also worry residents
and some board members. Ad-
ditionally, as with any major re-
al estate venture in a residential
neighborhood, stability of prop-
erty value is a major item of
concern.”

Also at the May 10 meeting,
the Land Use Committee accept-
ed the Node Study and submit-
ted an Action Item to the Board,
which was voted on at the May
18 meeting.

The Board voted unani-
mously to adopt the entire Re-
port and Recommendations of
the Ad Hoc Committee as a De-
velopment Guide Appen-
dix/Amendment to the 2006
District 10 Land Use Plan and
Summary.

The next step in this process
with the MGM/Walgreens rede-
velopment will be for Walgreens
to submit three-dimensional
drawings to show what the
building will look like and to
do a traffic study.

“It’s pretty tight for them to
be ready for the next Land Use
Meeting on June 7,” said Knox.
“Things are still in the very early
stages. At this point, we have
not given any type of recom-
mendation to the City.”



Lori Fritts
Continued from page 6

“They’ll get to know each
other, how they can contribute
and lean on each other,” Fritts
said. 

She said the Chamber also
plans to start informal lunch-
eons twice a month, starting at
restaurants at one end of Uni-
versity and going to the other
end.

“They’re going out to lunch,
anyway, and we’ll get people in-
to dif ferent restaurants  and
build a customer base,” Fritts
said. “It will be small groups,
creating energy and making it
fun.  The potential  is  enor-
mous.”

Frit ts  said the past  years
have not been without their
challenges. 

“There are times there was a
target on your forehead in lead-
ership,” she acknowledged. “I
have been a big advocate to get
the LRT done, and sometimes I

was portrayed as not feeling the
impact it would have on small
businesses. That was tough, be-
cause I did understand.”

Fritts said she knew what it
would take: a lot of hard work,
constant contact with merchants,
and many, many meetings.

“I felt LRT was in serious
jeopardy many times along the
way,” she admitted. “To get so
close and not get it done would
have been tough.”

She said her job has
changed a lot over the years,
and the future duties for the
Midway Chamber president will
be much different. 

“With the whole Central
Corridor thing, the planning is
done.  Now there’s  a need to
look at where it’s going to go.
The new person will learn what
he or she has to as things move
along,” Fritts said.

She said there would be less
of an advocacy role and more
working with construction liti-
gation and marketing. 

A farewell luncheon will be

held for Fritts June 17, as she
prepares to leave for her new
position with Data Recognition
Corporation, headquartered in
Maple Grove. She will be direc-
tor of government affairs, team-

ing up with some former em-
ployers  she worked with in
Washington, DC. 

“I’m very excited to have
this new opportunity,” she said.

Reminiscing one more time

about her position as Midway
Chamber president, she said the
most unexpected part of the job
was that you could work that
hard and still have that much
fun.

The Como neighborhood has a
great community asset that many
of us take for granted—the trees
in our yards and boulevards.
These gentle giants clean our air
and reduce rain runoff, save on
heating and cooling costs, reduce
noise pollution and increase our
property values. Trees also beau-
tify our landscapes, support
wildlife—especially birds—and
make our streets seem more liv-
able and healthy.

To encourage Como area res-

idents to value existing trees and
to plant more of them, the Dis-
trict 10 Environment Committee
is sponsoring a Tree Appreciation
Program. Each year, several
stand-out trees will be selected in
the Como neighborhood for
recognition. Trees will be chosen
based on criteria such as size,
type of species, historical signifi-
cance, health, location, aesthetic
value, wildlife value or other
characteristics.

“We’d like to encourage all

District 10 residents to provide
good care to the trees on their
properties and to plant more
trees, where possible,” said Chet
Mirocha, member of the task
force that developed the recogni-
tion program. “Trees are a trust
left to us by the previous owners
of our homes and one that we
should leave to those that come
after us.”

The Tree Appreciation Pro-
gram’s winners will be an-
nounced in late May. Homeown-

ers sharing their properties with
winning trees will earn a ribbon
to tie around the trunk and pho-
tos of the tree and property will
be featured on the District 10
web site. In addition, winners
will be featured at a short pro-
gram at 9:30 a.m. on June 12 at
the Historic Streetcar Station at
Horton and Lexington. Free trees
will also be given away at this
event.

“We hope to inspire a great
deal of tree planting,” said

Mirocha, adding that he’d like to
see a new tree put in place of
every one cut down on private
property. “With so many trees be-
ing lost to invasive pests like the
emerald ash borer and Dutch
elm disease, we lose more of the
urban forest every day.”

The District 10 program
dovetails with the City of St.
Paul’s new Landmark Tree Pro-
gram which recognizes special
trees on public or private proper-
ty.
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Sushi Happy Hour 5 - 8:30 pm Mon. - Sat.

If you knew Sushi...
like we know Sushi!

LUNCH BUFFET $9.99
Lunch Bulgogi $5.99 /Dinner Bulgogi $11.99

Mon. thru
Fri. 11-2

Korean 

& Sushi

Also
Japanese Cuisine 

Beer & Wine

OPEN 11 am - 9 pm Monday thru Saturday

694 No. Snelling Ave. 651-645-2000

WE BUY CANS - 55¢ PER POUND
(Price subject to change)

• We also buy copper, brass and
insulated wire.

• Pick up service for scrapmetal, and
more!

• We can help organize your can drive for
your church or school.

875 Prior Ave.
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Como area Tree Appreciation drive underway

“I have been a big advocate to get the LRT
done, and sometimes I was portrayed as not

feeling the impact it would have on small 
businesses. That was tough, because I 

did understand.”
- Midway Chamber President Lori Fritts

Crossroads Elementary School's
Playground sustained $112,000
worth of arsonist damage in
September last year. The school
at 543 Front Ave., is holding  a
fundraiser at the Famous Dave's
Restaurant at 1930 W. 7th St. on
these dates: June 17, July l, 15
and 28 from 4-9 p.m. Simply
pick up a ticket at the table on
your way in and present to the
cashier when you make your pur-
chase. A percentage of purchase
will be donated to the
Playground Fund. 

Bethlehem Church hosts
Lawn Party June 26
Bethlehem Lutheran Church in-
the-Midway will host a Neigh-
borhood Lawn Party “Reaching
Out with God’s Love” on Satur-
day, June 26, from 11 a.m. – 

2 p.m. There will be live
music, free hot dogs, chips and
ice cream, free giveaway items
and crafts and activities for kids.
The church is located at 436
North Roy Street, across from the
Spruce Tree Center, one block
south of the Snelling and
University Avenues intersection.
Please call 651-646-6549 for
additional information. All are
welcome.

Crossroads Elementary
holds fundraiser at
Famous Dave's to rebuild
after arsonist damage



By JANE MCCLURE
A vacant auto sales lot at the

Como-Dale-Front intersection
will become the new home of
Enterprise. The vehicle rental
business is moving there from a
location on University Avenue in
Summit-University neighbor-
hood to avoid potential parking
problems that will be caused by
the Central Corridor light rail
project.

The St. Paul Planning Com-
mission voted unanimously May
21 to approve a conditional use
permit and setback variances
needed for Enterprise. Those de-
cisions are final unless appealed
to the St. Paul City Council with-
in 10 days. As of Monitor dead-
line no appeal had been filed. An
appeal isn’t expected because the
proposal didn’t generate any op-
position.

The District 6 (North End-
South Como) Planning Council
recommended approval of the
permit. No neighborhood resi-
dents or business owners have
spoken out against the new busi-
ness at a May 13 public hearing
of the Planning Commission
Zoning Committee.

All auto-related uses in St.
Paul area required to have condi-
tional use permits, to regulate is-
sues including hours of opera-
tion, number of vehicles on a
property at any one time, types
of services offered, outside stor-
age and other facets of a business
operation.

The variance is needed for a
setback along Como Avenue,
which is a designated city park-
way. A 25-foot setback is required
and a zero foot setback is pro-
posed for the new building. The
building is being located closer
to the corner to provide a more

pedestrian-oriented feel for the
area.

The Enterprise proposal is
one of two redevelopment plans
eyed for the property in recent
months. Another prospective
owner obtained a conditional
use permit from the Planning
Commission in January, to set up
a used vehicle sales business on
the property. But that never ma-
terialized and the property is be-
ing sold to Enterprise instead.
Planning Commission members
questioned what would happen
to that permit. According to city
staff, the previous conditional
use permit is rescinded with ap-
proval of the new permit May 21.

Work on the former St. Paul
Auto Sales location at 605 Como
Av. will included tearing down
and replacing a building on the
site, redoing the parking lot and
installing new signage. Enterprise
should be able to move onto the
site later this year. The rental ve-
hicle company is in the process
of buying the property from a
bank.

Enterprise’s current location
at 900 University Av. is one of
the area where on-street parking
will be lost after light rail is built,
said company spokesman Rick
Mendlik.

The property is about 22,991
square feet in size and has
frontage on Como and Front. A
home and garage are on the
Front side of the property.

The new site plan shows 27
off-street parking spaces, for
rental vehicles, customer vehicles
and staff vehicles. That is more
than enough parking as required
by the city.

University Avenue will lose
about 85 percent of its on-street
parking when light rail is built,

which has sparked worry among
businesses in affected areas. A
handful of businesses have an-
nounced they are moving from
University, rather than lose on-
street parking.

The current building at the
Como site was one of several in

the Como-Dale-Front area target-
ed for improvements several
years ago by North End Area Re-
vitalization (NEAR), which is
now part of Sparc. The building
was extensively remodeled, the
parking lot redone and a new
sign put up. The area was target-

ed for extensive building façade
improvement and revitalization
plans not only because of its role
as a business node but also be-
cause of efforts to develop the
Great Northern Corridor busi-
ness and light industrial area to
the south.
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Any Day, Week, Month of the Year

651-274-0263 or 651-373-6652

We will Haul away and clean
up just about anything, or if

you need help moving

HAULERS & MOVERS

TOTAL HOME
IMPROVEMENTS
Your Complete Contractor • Lic. #20095403

✓ Additions/Basements ✓ Decks/Porches
✓ Bathrooms/Kitchens ✓ Renovations
✓ Doors/Windows ✓ Roofing/Siding

Pictures & refs available

651-777-3911

HARDWOOD FLOORS – 
Beautifully Refinished
1/2 the Cost & 
1 Day Service

WOOD FLOORS BY MCCORMICK
Call Leo at 488-1961

SERVICES • SERVICES • SERVICES 

Enterprise moves to Como-Dale-Front intersection

Second
Debut 2
Continued from page 9

Goodwill Easter Seals is a
non-profit charity that assists peo-
ple with barriers in education,
employment and independent
living, and all profits from its
stores go to support that mission.

“What sets us apart from the
typical consignment store is that
we have a unique building,”
Lewis said. “We maintained the
historical integrity of the original
garage, including the sliding
doors (now incorporated into
walls and windows) and shape of
the building, as the restaurant
did. But there’s no grease on the
floor – everything is now hard-
wood and we’ve added chande-
liers!” 

Lewis added that customers
are thrilled to hear that, unlike a
for-profit consignment store, Sec-
ond Debut 2’s proceeds support a
charitable mission. “We offer top-
notch service from experienced
retail and apparel professionals,
the latest styles of women’s cloth-
ing and accessories, and are open
daily,” she said. “Offering what
for-profit consignments have but
in support of our mission is the
real reward for us.”

Sales Associate Siobhan Ditty
said that the store’s opening days

were so busy they had to get rush
deliveries of inventory from the
GES warehouse. “Within two
weeks of opening, we already had
repeat customers,” she said.
“Every day is like Christmas
here....each daily delivery of do-
nations brings new packages or
presents. I think that’s why I see
many “regulars” now.

All items sold at Second De-
but 2 are determined by GES’
clothing and accessories selector
at another site, who seeks out ap-
propriate items likely to sell and
that are consistent with the store’s
niche. While the store sells only
women’s clothing and accessories,
the St. Louis Park Second Debut
carries men’s clothing as well.

Amy Heuberger, another
sales associate, sees support of
GES’ mission manifested in ob-
serving her customers. “A couple
weeks ago, a woman pulled a Co-
lumbia tank top off the rack and
said, ‘oh my God, this is the piece
I donated to the Goodwill.’ She
didn’t buy it back, though,” she
said with a laugh. 

Lewis said she is amazed at
the generosity of donors in the
items that are delivered. “Lots of
pieces arrive with new tags on
them.”

Before opening Second De-
but 2, Lewis managed a Golden
Valley art gallery for 10 years and
was a costume designer for the
Plymouth Playhouse. She also

was an alteration fitter at the old
Dayton’s Department Store’s Oval
room in downtown Minneapolis
after completing a degree in Ap-
parel Design from the University
of Minnesota. Another of her
store’s associates ran a designer
boutique in Toronto for 20 years.

“I believe our staff bring
great consulting experience to
help our customers find an item
they may be seeking for a certain
occasion, or to pick out an ap-
propriate style or accessory that
might match a need they have,”
Lewis said. “I’ve heard from cus-
tomers that our store is so much
nicer than the typical consign-
ment shop...that it’s bigger, more
organized, brighter and more cre-
atively decorated. I’ve also heard
our items are more ‘trend for-
ward’ than they’ve seen else-
where. 

The store’s official grand
opening takes place June 17-20
and will include refreshments
and a free drawing for a $500
wardrobe makeover and a $100
SpaFinder message gift card. Spe-
cialized sales are planned in July
and at other times during the
year.

Second Debut 2 is open
weekdays from 10 a.m. to 7 p.m.
(Saturdays to 6 p.m.) and on Sun-
days from noon to 5 p.m. For
more information, call 651-645-
5048 or visit
www.seconddebut.org . 



Monitor Want Ads are now $1 per
word with a $10 minimum. Send
your remittance along with your ad
to Monitor Classifieds, Iris Park
Place, 1885 University Avenue, Ste.
#110, St. Paul, MN 55104.
Classifieds must be prepaid via
cash, check, or credit card.
Classified ads can be e-mailed to
denisw@aplacetoremember.com.
Want ads must be in the Monitor
before June 28 for the July 8 issue.
Call 651-645-7045 for more infor-
mation. Your classified ad will also
be automatically placed on the
Monitor’s website at
www.MonitorSaintPaul.com

APPRAISAL PARTIES
Entertain-have fun. Raise money
for your charity. Bring favorite
collectibles. For information, call
Shannon 612-729-5910. 11-10

ADOPTION
Loving family looking to grow
through adoption. Please contact
Emily at 480-227-1377 or grow-
ingclovers@gmail.com 

BATHROOMS
Bathroom/kitchens!! Basement
finishing. Bad water pressure?
Sinks, toilets and tub/surrounds,
etc. Ceramic tile. Basement bath-
rooms installed. Call 612-275-
9815. 6-10

Need a handyman?? Any job, big
or small plumbing? Remodeling?
Decks? Etc. Call “Dynamo” Dave
612-701-2272. Competitive
prices! 12-10

CATERING
TST Catering & Ideal Hall, All
Occasions. 1494 No. Dale. 651-488-
0971. www.TSTcreativecatering.com
10-10

EBAY SALES
Contract with us to sell your busi-
ness overstock, belongings, vehi-
cles and real estate on eBay.
Shannon 612-729-5910.
www.personalpropertysolutions.
net 10-10

HANDYMAN
Need a handyman?? One call
does it all. Any job, big or small.
Plumbing? Remodeling? Don’t
tell my wife, but keeping your
house in tip-top condition is
more important than my own!
Call “Dynamo” Dave 612-701-
2272. 12-10

ANTIQUES
For Sale: Vintage 1900-1949
lights, house hardware, doors,
tubs, radiators, etc. Also furniture
hardware. 651-644-9270. 20% off
with ad. 6-10

HAULERS AND MOVERS
Will haul away and clean up
almost anything, or help you
move. Any day. 651-274-0263 or

651-373-6652. B-09

HOUSEKEEPING SERVICES
Great domestic employer, with 6
years of experience and excellent
references! Contact Carmen 651-
399-2857. 651-603-5146.6-10

LAWN CARE
Sorensen Lawn Care. Mowing,
spring and fall clean-ups, fertil-
ization, aeration and overseed-
ing. Emerald Ash Borer treat-
ment. Jeff. 651-695-1230. 7-10

Lawn mowing. Per time or sea-
sonal. From $20 per cut.
Satisfaction guaranteed. 651-343-
3944. 6-10

CONTINUED ON PAGE 16
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STUMP REMOVAL
$59
Reliable, Insured.  

Call Pete: 612-703-6367

CONCRETE
SIDEWALKS,
STEPS AND 

STUCCO REPAIR

GLASS BLOCK
WINDOW

good for basements
any size

CHIMNEY &
FIREPLACE

WORK
Call Mark Larson
651-642-5090

Floyd Anderson
Concrete Construction

Steps, sidewalks, driveways, patios,
exposed aggregate patios, blockwork,
patching basement & garage floors.

Call 651 644-8567
LICENSED • BONDED • INSURED

S E R V I N G S T .  P A U L

FRANK’S HOME REPAIRS
Residential Projects / Repairs

Frank Durkin   •   651-276-7094

Carpentry - Sheetrocking
Concrete - Tile Work 
Electric - Plumbing

Exterior Drain Tile Systems
Decks - Fencing - Windows

Doors - Mold Abatement
Painting - Demolition - Landscaping

Tree Cutting - Clean-Ups and Hauling

GARY’S AUTOMOTIVE REPAIR

455 ATWATER ST. • ST. PAUL, MN 55117
651-776-9088 • 651-487-3659

MANAGER
GARY NIPPOLDT

ASST. MANAGER
GREG NIPPOLDT

• Tire Repair
• Tune-Ups
• Brakes
• Exhaust

• Oil Changes
• Air Conditioning
• Computer Diagnosis
• General Repair

GARY’S AUTOMOTIVE REPAIR

455 ATWATER ST. • ST. PAUL, MN 55117
651-776-9088 • 651-487-3659

MANAGER
GARY NIPPOLDT

ASST. MANAGER
GREG NIPPOLDT

• Tire Repair
• Tune-Ups
• Brakes
• Exhaust

• Oil Changes
• Air Conditioning
• Computer Diagnosis
• General Repair

Phil
Larson
Construction
Family business since 1951

612-414-4612



Classifieds
Continued from page 15

NANNY
Experienced nanny looking for a
full-time or part-time summer
position in the Twin Cities. I am a
middle school teacher looking
for a summer job. I have nannied
full-time for three previous sum-
mers and have cared for children
from ages 2-14. I am willing to
work flexible hours and work
with any age children. Please call
651-983-6364 or email jessi-
ca.woulfe@gmail.com. BB-00

SHOES
Got shoes?! Need fixed?!
www.HartlandShoes.us or 651-646-
4326. 5-10

PAINTING
Interior/exterior painting, enamel-
ing, plaster patching, free estimates.
Bob. 651-633-5565. 12-10

Painting – wallpaper removal.
Average 3 room paint job - $250.
Average house $650. Average garage
$250. Painter Jim 651-698-0840. 8-10

All Seasons painting/repair. Wood
frames/stucco, power washing.
Window glazing. Quality workman-
ship. Insured. 651-699-2832. 8-10

PIANO TUNING
Quality piano tuning and repair.
Reasonable rates. Call Robert
Clough @ 612-722-7586 or e-mail:
robtclough@aol.com. 12-10

PET SITTING
Wagner’s Pet Sitting. Walking –
Day and Overnight Care. 651-
771-0421. 9-10

SERVICES
RAM Handyman Services LCC.
Good service, reasonable rates,
“no job too small.” Rich – 651-
485-9680 – or
www.ramhandyman.com. 6-10

Need a handyman?? Any job, big
or small plumbing? Remodeling?
Decks? Etc. Call Dave 612-701-
2272. Competitive prices! 12-10

Save 20% furniture cleaning.
Also, carpet cleaning. Two rooms
$59.00 Dave 612-721-5105. 612-
636-3073. 12-10

Computer (PC) generalist. Need
a document created? (MS Word /
MS Excel / MS PowerPoint / PDF
file converted from Word doc,
web page / etc.) Need CD or
DVD created? Need photos
cropped, enlarged, improved
using Photoshop? Need your PC
repaired? Other PC-related prob-
lems? Why not let me do it for
you? No job too small. Free esti-
mates. Very reasonable prices. 30
years experience at U of MN. Call
David: 651-472-3767. 6-10

General Labor: mowing lawn,
raking, weeding, gardening, lift-
ing, moving, cleaning garage,
removing trash, etc. $15/hr. No
job too small. Call Mike: 612-
282-8938. 6-10

Chimney Repairs—Phil Larson. A
family business since 1951. 612-
414-4612. 5-10-BB

VACUUM CLEANER
Vacuum Cleaners: Sales, service
and supplies. Experts since 1952.
666 University @ Dale. 651-222-
6316. www.a-1vacuum.com 6-10

WANTED TO BUY
Paying the most cash for your fur-
niture, dishes, glassware, knick-
nacks, costume jewelry, antiques,
pictures, lamps, household items
etc. I make housecalls. Call Mary
Anne 612-729-3110.  6-10

Wanted to buy - toy trains, Jerry.
651-645-6259. 6-10

Wanted to buy: Top cash paid,
older furniture, beer items, mis-
cellaneous antiques. 651-227-
2469. 12-10
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Chelsea Heights School is part-
nering with St. Paul’s North-
west Como Recreation Center
and the Chelsea Heights Parent
Teacher Organization to design
and build a new playground to
replace older, dilapidated
equipment at the school/Rec
center, located on the corner of
Hamline and Hoyt in the Co-
mo Park neighborhood.  As
part of the project, the PTO is
planning to incorporate a
block beautification effort,
bringing in additional land-
scaping and art, in addition to
new playground equipment for
the school and neighborhood
families. 

The cost of this project is
close to $250,000, and the PTO
has been actively seeking grants
and other funding to pay for
new playground equipment.
In addition to grant money, the
PTO hopes to seek donations
from both the school commu-
nity and the larger Como Park
community as well.

Other fundraising and
beautification efforts
Community members are also
invited to donate money for

the new playground by going
to one of two sites:  the Ham-
line-Hoyt Playground website at
www.hamlinehoytplayground.
org, or the Chelsea 
Heights PTO webpage at
http://chelsea.spps.org/PTO.html.
Donors should then click on
the PayPal link for a secure way
to contribute to the long-term
fundraising efforts.

“At a time when budgets
are being slashed and schools
are often struggling with the
shortfall, it seems more impor-
tant than ever for all of us to
contribute what we can to our
community,” said Ann Smith, a
Chelsea Heights parent and co-
chair of the playground com-
mittee.  “Our proposed play-
ground will be an asset not on-
ly to our school but also to the
larger St. Paul community.”

“Neighborhoods with ac-
tive gathering places are more
stable, have less crime, and fos-
ter more ways for kids to play
outdoors,” added Smith.  “A
new playground would en-
hance our already wonderful
neighborhood.”

In addition to rebuilding
the playground, the Chelsea

Heights PTO is planning to
beautify the grounds and trans-
form the existing site into a
neighborhood green space with
community gardens, vegeta-
tion, plants and flowers.  These
gardens will also serve as a
form of outdoor classroom,
where students can learn more
about the environment. 

“The PTO is reaching out
to our community to ask for
their support in working with
us to create the garden and this
great community playground,”
said Sue Gunderson, co-chair
of the playground committee.
“We need and welcome finan-
cial contributions, expertise, in-
kind donations, and people’s
willingness to spread the word
about our efforts.”

CONTACTS:
Elizabeth Arnstein: 612-
396-4754 (c) or emarn-
stein@msn.com
Sue Gunderson: 651-707-
7232 or 
Ann Smith: 651-387-0442 or
smith786@umn.edu. 

Hamline-Hoyt Playground and beautification project and fundraiser

Classifieds 
$1 per word


