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Midway Environmental Group
sprouts tree planting project

By JAN WILLMS

“I think that I shall never see a poem
lovely as a tree.”

Although poet Joyce Kilmer
wrote these words in 1913, they
could be used today to describe
the tree planting project in the
Hamline-Midway area.

The Hamline Midway Envi-
ronmental Group (HMEG) was
formed by the Hamline Midway
Coalition in 2005, according to
Stephanie Hankerson, who has
been with HMEG since its begin-
ning.

“They gave us an intern, and
we worked on a wide range of
projects,” Hankerson said.

And one of those projects, the
planting of trees, resulted in a sub-
group called HMEG Tree Team be-
ing developed. Hankerson, a Ram-
sey County master gardener and
community organizer in Min-
neapolis, met with Hannah Texler,
who also lives in the neighbor-
hood and works with the DNR.
They were joined by Barb Spears,
who has her degree in urban
forestry from the University of
Minnesota and in 2005 was work-
ing at Tree Trust, a community or-
ganization that implemented tree
planting projects at the communi-
ty level.

A grant for tree planting from
Home Depot was available, and
they decided they could apply this
grant to the Hamline Midway
neighborhood.

“We said ‘Let’s go for it,; and
we developed the Tree Team, a lit-
tle group of people to work on
planting trees,” Spears explained.
“Hamline Midway Coalition han-
dled the finances, and the result
was 70 native trees planted
throughout the neighborhood,
primarily on residential proper-
ties.”

With those trees planted, the
Tree Team laid low for awhile. But
in 2010, with the onslaught of the
Emerald Ash Borer (EAB) in the
Hamline Midway area, the group
made plans to plant again.

“When the EAB was found in
our neighborhood, | knew I
couldn't sit still,” Spears said. The
2010 Tree Team project focused
on residents who had an ash in
their yard and available tree plant-
ing space. These residents were
sent a direct letter.

“We told them that if they
had an ash and a space to plant
another tree, they would get first
dibs on a tree, because they may
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Hamline Midway Environmental Group volunteer Chad Giblin helps a cou-
ple select a tree during the tree distribution.

Hamline Midway resident and tree distribution volunteer Deb Olander

(left) and resident Kathy Oaks with the trees for the tree distribution.

lose their ash. We gave them two
weeks to respond, and then we of-
fered trees to everyone,” Spears
said.

The trees for 2010 and the
most recent planting in Septem-
ber 2011 were provided by fund-
ing from the McKnight Founda-
tion and a grant from the Office
of Ward 4 Council member Russ
Stark through the Community
Opportunity Partnership Pro-
gram, and donations from com-
munity residents.

There was no charge for the
shade trees available in 2010, but
a fee of $5 has been requested for
the fall 2011 planting.

“It's a tough call, whether to
charge,” Spears admitted. “It's not

a large amount, and people make
a commitment. And the Hamline
Midway Coalition handles all the
money.”

Tanner Larson, who was then
a student at Metro State Universi-
ty and an area resident, conducted
an inventory of how many ash
trees were in the neighborhood.

Spears said the volunteers
working on the tree planting have
been wonderful. “One woman
couldn’t physically help with the
inventory, but she did all the data
entry,” she said.

“The EAB is serious,” Sears
said, “and just getting people to
think about their trees and what
the community will look like in
five to ten years is important. We
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will get through it, but we have to
keep planting trees more and take
care of the ones we have.”

She said the US Forest Service
has provided a Tree Owner’s Man-
ual to the community, as well.

“We know there will be in-
creasing losses,” agreed Hanker-
son. “Energizing planting trees
now allows the trees to grow and
become substantial when others
have to be removed.”

“We offered fruit trees this
fall,” she continued, “which are
shorter in stature than the shade
trees. The majority were cherry,
plum and apricot.”

Hankerson said private prop-
erty owners were recruited and
could self-select a tree.

“We have a distribution day,
give them the manual and high-
light important tips for the care of
their trees,” she added. “This Sep-
tember, we hosted two workshops
on fruit trees and broughtin a
specialist.”

The HPEG Tree Team part-
nered with Egg Plant Urban Farm
Supply to help distribute the trees
this year.

“They have expertise in fruit
trees, can order wholesale and
have space for the delivery and
distribution of the trees,” Spears
said. And the owner lives in the
neighborhood.

“That is very important, that
whatever we do has a direct con-
nection to the community,”
Spears emphasized.

Another resident, Mona Toft,
was aware of a barren space near
the Gateway Garden, a communi-
ty planting space near Snelling
and Taylor. She contacted the Tree
Team, and two trees were planted
in this space.

“That garden received strong
support from the Midway Motel,
located on the north edge of Mid-
way,” Hankerson said. “It is fan-
tastic to see a business get that in-
volved.”

One tree was also provided to
the Horton Park Arboretum
through the Friends of Horton
Park.

“There has been a native
plant garden in the corner of Hor-
ton Park, which is a city park,”
Spears said. “Many years ago it
was looked at as a mini arbore-
tum, and now we're working with
the city to develop an arboretum
with an emphasis on native trees.”

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10
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District 10 approves plan for Walgreens

By DEBORAH BROTZ

It's been about a year and a
half since Como Park residents
found out about Semper Develop-
ment’s proposed redevelopment
plan for a Walgreens store on the
southwest corner of Lexington
Parkway and Larpenteur Avenue.
After much discussion, a decision
had been made. At the Oct. 18
District 10 Community Council
Meeting, the community voted 26
“yes” and 7 “no” to approve the
Walgreens plan, with three condi-
tions. Following the community
vote, the District 10 board unani-
mously approved the request, and
a letter of support was sent to the
City of St. Paul.

Prior to the community and
District 10 board vote on Oct. 18,
the Land Use Committee had
been working with Semper Devel-
opment to address the residents’
concerns with the proposed Wal-
greens store. At the Oct. 3 Land
Use Committee meeting Ed Ter-
haar, of Wenck Associates, present-
ed the draft traffic study that was
completed in the area surrounding
Lexington and Larpenteur.

At the Oct. 18 District 10 Community Council Meeting, the community vot-
ed 26 “yes” and 7 “no” to approve the Walgreens plan, with three conditions.

Members also sent a recom-
mendation to the District 10
board in support of the current
plans, with consideration of the
following recommended condi-
tions: The store and drive-through
is closed for business by 10 p.m.
The fence bordering the south
edge of the property and sur-
rounding the alley turn-around is
constructed of a substantial mate-

rial (brick or steel). Delivery hours
are respectful of the neighborhood
and during off-peak traffic flow,
such as not before 7 a.m. or after 2
p.m.

The Land Use Committee felt
these conditions were important
because residents brought them
up during meetings about the pro-
posed development.

“Neighbors didn’t want it to

turn into a 24-hour Walgreens,”
said Kim Moon, Land Use Com-
mittee chair and District 10 board
member. “They want the store to
be closed by 10 p.m. Years ago,
MGM (the property owner) tore
the fence down between their
property and the alley. They've
been able to tie it up in court.
Neighbors were concerned a
wooden fence could be torn down
easily. They want the fence to be
more substantial than wood. They
also want delivery hours during
the day.”

A traffic study was done with
actual data from the site, as well as
a national database, which is used
to forecast future traffic loads
based on type of business. The
database for pharmacies with a
drive-through predicted an in-
crease in traffic trips in and out of
the site compared to actual current
data for MGM Liquor Store and
office.

“The Lexington-Larpenteur
corner right now is really awful to
get through at 5 p.m.,” said Moon.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 8
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Several St. Paul neighborhoods to
See Increases In property taxes

By JANE MCCLURE

Despite declining or stag-
nant property values, several area
neighborhoods will see increases
in property taxes due to tax shifts
and changes made at the state
level. Although many home
owners will feel the pinch, com-
mercial, industrial and apart-
ment property owners will be hit
even harder. St. Paul, Ramsey
County and St. Paul Public
Schools officials are preparing
for a deluge of questions and
protests when tax notices go out
in November.

Elected officials meeting this
fall as the Joint Property Tax Ad-
visory Committee worry that
property tax impacts may be
harder to explain than ever be-
fore, due to changes made by
state lawmakers when a budget
deal was negotiated in July. The
legislative special session has al-
so provided less time than usual
for local officials to analyze what
was passed.

The complexity of the
changes will be difficult to ex-
plain, local officials fear. Taxes
on most properties statewide will
increase in 2012, even before lo-
cal levy amounts are factored. Yet
the impact of the state changes
will vary dramatically from
neighborhood to neighborhood,
and when different types of
property are compared.

Ramsey County has adopted
a 1.7 percent levy increase for
2012. St. Paul Public Schools’
levy increase is 3.6 percent and
the city levy increase is 6.5 per-
cent. Those maximums were
adopted in September and can
be decreased but not increased
before year’s end.

“We realize this is a difficult
message to get out there because
the impacts are going to be all
over the board,” said Chris
Samuel of Ramsey County Prop-
erty Records and Revenue. Ram-
sey County is already planning to
double the number of people it
has answering phones in its tax
division, up to 15 people, just
because so many questions are
anticipated.

For home owners, the major
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change will be seen due to the
elimination of the homestead
credit, a tax break that provided
single-family homeowners with
savings. The homestead credit
had a cost to the state that would
have been more than $260 mil-
lion in 2012. Local units of gov-
ernment will no longer get those
payments.

There is now a homestead
market value exclusion. This re-
duces the market value share that
can be taxed on homes valued
under $413,800. It excludes 40
percent of the first $76,000 in
market value to a maximum ex-
clusion of $30,400. A formula is
used to factor the exclusion,
which declines as value of homes
increases. This shifts more of the
burden to higher-valued proper-
ties.

But many lower-valued
homes, even some that have seen
values decline, may still see a
property tax increase due to the
levy increases as well as the shifts
and changes in the property tax
system.

Samuel said it’s going to be
confusing. The frustrating part
for local elected officials is that
so much is out of their control.
“Local government can’t undo
what the state has done,” he said.
“We're going to hear ‘Don’t do it’
and that’s not an option.”

“We're just going to have to
tell people that your taxes are go-
ing to be higher due to a bunch
of stuff we just can’t control,”
said City Council President
Kathy Lantry.

“It is a difficult message, said
County Manager Julie Klein-
schmidt. “My property value
went down, my taxes are going
up, my services are being cut and
that does not compute.”

When single-family home
median taxable market value is
compared for area planning dis-
tricts, the Merriam Park/Snelling-
Hamline/Lexington-Hamline
neighborhoods will see the high-
est percentage increase at 9.5 per-
cent. The home value here drops
from $247,400 in 2011 to
$227,500 in 2012 for an 8 per-
cent drop. This median value

home owner paid $3,523 in 2011
and would pay $3,857 in 2012,
for a $334 or 9.5 percent in-
crease. That is also the highest
percentage citywide.

The largest median taxable
value decrease citywide is in the
Frogtown neighborhood, where
the median value drops from
$96,500 in 2010 to $61,700 in
2011. That'’s a drop of 36.1 per-
cent. This median value home
owner paid $1,147 in property
taxes in 2010 and will pay $1,084
in 2011, for a $63 or 5.5 percent
decrease. Frogtown is one of only
four neighborhoods citywide
where the median home owner
will pay less.

North End property taxes
would stay flat for a median val-
ue home. The median value
home is at $114,00 in 2010, and
would decline 27.9 percent to
$82,200 in 2011. The home own-
er paid $1,423 in 2010 and
would pay $1,427 in 2011, a $4
or .3 percent increase.

If you own a home in Ham-
line-Midway neighborhood, ex-
pect an increase. The median
home value dropped from
$160,100 in 2010 to $132,600 in
2011, or 17.2 percent. This home
owner paid $2,149 in property
taxes in 2010 and will pay $2,270
in 2011, for a $121 or 5.6 percent
increase.

Como home owners will see
median home values drop 12.6
percent, from $198,400 in 2010
to $173,500 in 2011. Property
taxes of $2,752 in 2010 compare
to $2,954 in 2011, for a $202 or
7.3 percent increase.

That'’s also true for St. An-
thony Park. The median value
home of $252,100 in 2010 drops
13.5 percent to $218,100 in 2011.
property taxes were $3,597 in
2010 and would be $3,700 in
2011, for a $103 or 2.9 percent
increase.

The largest dollar increase in
the city is seen in Summit Hill.
The median home value declines
from $343,650 in 2011 to
$324,000 in 2012 for a 5.7 per-
cent drop. This median value

CONTINUED ON PAGE 4
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Griggs Street bicycle boulevard plan approved Oct. 28

By JANE MCCLURE

Six traffic circles, corner
bumpouts and a new bike path
through Dunning Park are part of
the Griggs Street bicycle boule-
vard plan en route approved
unanimously October 28 by the
St. Paul Planning Commission.
The plan, which went through a
neighborhood review process this
fall, goes to the St. Paul City
Council for a public hearing in
January. It won support October
17 from the commission’s Trans-
portation Committee.

The project has an estimated
cost of $400,000, which would
be covered through a federal
grant. If City Council approval is
obtained in November, work
would be done in 2012.

Improvements are eyed for
Griggs from Summit Avenue to
Minnehaha Avenue, making Grig-
gs a north-south connection be-
tween bike lanes on both of those
streets.

The Griggs route is also seen
as a connection via Minnehaha to
a Hamline Avenue bike route to
Energy Park and a planned Como
Park connection paralleling Lex-
ington Parkway. The Lexington
Parkway project is planned for
2012. Longer-term, Griggs is also
eyed as a connection to Marshall
Avenue bike route. Marshall al-
ready has bike lanes west of
Snelling. City plans call for ex-
tending those lanes to the east.

Griggs carries 400 to 600
motor vehicles per day. It has
been identified in various city
plans as a potential north-south
bike and pedestrian connection,
and as a future connection to the
planned Central Corridor light
rail line.

The Griggs project needs ap-
proval from the St. Paul City
Council and submission to the
Minnesota Department of Trans-
portation (MnDOT) by Decem-
ber 1, said St. Paul Public Works
Traffic Engineer Paul St. Martin.
That timeline was set by the non-
profit group Transit for Livable
Communities (TLC), which is ad-
ministering a federal pass-
through grant for bike-walk proj-
ects.

The Transportation Commit-
tee vote October 17 was 6-0-1
with committee member and TLC
leader Barb Thoman abstaining.

Public Works hosted a bike
tour of Griggs and two communi-
ty meetings, the most recent of
which was October 11. About 30
people attended that meeting to
review the plans. The Transporta-
tion Committee praised the pub-
lic outreach and communication
process. This was the first time
city officials have conducted a
biking tour of a proposed bike
route.

“We’ve gotten a lot of good
feedback on the project,” St. Mar-
tin said. At both meetings and the
bike tour, only one person ex-
pressed outright opposition to
the project. Others have raised
concerns about issues including
potential loss of parking on-street
parking, snow plowing and traffic
circles, but have indicated they'd
like to see the project move for-
ward.

“Griggs is a proposed region-
al route,” said Emily Erickson,
sustainable transportation plan-
ner for Public Works. “It's already
a good place to bike and walk but
it could be better.”

.The city did outreach via
mail to property owners on and
around Griggs, and used district
council and community group
electronic communications as
part of project outreach.

All along Griggs, bicyclists
will share the street with motor
vehicles, with parking to remain
in most places. Share the road ar-
rows or ‘sharrows” will be paint-
ed on the street and street name
signs will be replaced with signs
including a bicycle symbol.
Guideway or wayfinding direc-
tional signs will be installed,
along with destination signs at
key locations. If there is commu-
nity support, “paint the pave-
ment” projects to slow down traf-
fic can be completed. These proj-
ects involve painting designs on a
street surface to attract driver at-
tention and slow down motor ve-
hicle traffic. Hamline-Midway
neighborhood already has several
paint the pavement projects.

One of the ideas that gener-
ated debate October 11 is that of
removing stop signs and adding
traffic circles at some intersec-
tions. This is proposed at Port-
land, Laurel and Dayton avenues
in Lexington-Hamline neighbor-
hood, and at Sherburne, Edmund
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and Blair avenues in Hamline-
Midway neighborhood.

At Summit, the Griggs proj-
ect will tie into existing bike
lanes. Striping and signs will be
added to help eastbound cyclists
turn north onto Griggs. Bushes in
the median will be trimmed back
to improve sight lights. Summit
at Griggs carries about 9,500 ve-
hicles per day.

Two options were studied for
Griggs and Selby Avenue. One is
to install crosswalks and corner
bumpouts at Selby, which would
eliminate two parking spaces. The
second is to install a median or
pedestrian refuge, which would
eliminate six parking spaces. The
preference is for corner bumpouts
and crosswalks because of the
loss of parking.

At Marshall and Griggs, there
is an existing stop light and cor-
ner bumpouts. But the signal is-
n't triggered by motor vehicles or
bikes on Griggs, which can mean
long waits as well as illegal turn
movements at times. Public
Works proposes adding a count-
down timer at this intersection,
as well as audible pedestrian sig-
nals to assist pedestrians who are
visually impaired. The audible
signals are being installed
throughout St. Paul, St. Martin
said.

Bicycle detection equipment
would be added on Griggs to
trigger signal changes and allow
bikes to cross safely.

Marshall carries about 5,650
motor vehicles per day.

Griggs ends at Dunning
Park. Public Works proposes con-
structing a north-south dedicated
bike path through the park, to
separate pedestrians and cyclists.
These plans would need approval
from St. Paul Parks and Recre-
ation. Preliminary plans call for
bikes to travel east of Dunning
Recreation Center.

The Interstate 94 frontage
roads pose some of the greatest
challenges for Griggs, according
to Public Works staff, due to
sight lines, visibility and speed of
traffic. Cars on the frontage roads
often exceed 40 miles per hour,
above the 30 miles per hour
speed limit. Concordia Avenue
carries about 5,675 motor vehi-
cles pr day, with 5,225 on St. An-
thony Avenue.

At Concordia plans call for
using the existing bumpout and
signed/marked crosswalk to fun-
nel pedestrians to the
bike/pedestrian bridge over the
freeway. A bumpout or street nar-
rowing on St. Anthony is being
considered.

At both frontage road cross-
ings push-button crossing flash-
ing lights would be installed at
the crosswalks. Public Works is
also looking into equipment hat
would detect bikes and pedestri-
ans, and change the signal auto-
matically. Dynamic speed display
sign would be installed to the
east to show vehicle speeds Street
lighting would be added and
brush cleared to improve visibili-
ty.

Work on St. Anthony would
tie into plans to improve pedes-
trian safety there, especially near
the Skyline Tower high-rise.

On Griggs from St. Anthony
to University Avenue, plans call
for installing more lantern-style
street lights there. This would re-
guire a one-time assessment to

property owners, there of about
$7.87 per front foot of property.
Potential traffic conflicts with ex-
isting commercial driveways
would be reviewed for possible
changes.

University is the busiest of
the streets bikes and pedestrians
would cross, carrying an average
of 24,625 vehicles per day. A traf-
fic signal will be installed here as
part of the central Corridor proj-
ect. Public Works is exploring the
use of video or motion detection
for bikes so they will trigger the
signal and be able to cross safely.

At Thomas, who carries
about 2,525 vehicles per day, an
existing four-way stop would re-
main.

Existing stop signs would al-
so be retained on Griggs at Min-
nehaha. Striping and signage
would be installed to connect
Griggs to the Minnehaha bike
lanes. Bumpouts would be in-
stalled on the south side of Min-
nehaha, meaning one parking
space would be lost. Marked
crosswalks would be installed.

Property
taxes

Continued from page 3

home owner paid $5,039 in
2011 and would pay $5,471 in
2012, for a $432 or 8.6 percent
increase. The largest dollar de-
crease is in Payne-Phalen, of
$90. The median home value
here dropped 32.2 percent,
from $116,700 in 2010 to
$79,100 in 2011. Taxes would
decline from $1,465 in 2010 to
$1,375 in 2011, or 6.1 percent.
That is also the largest percent-
age decrease.

Officials also looked at me-
dian taxable value property
types. The median value single
family home in St. Paul had a
value of $155,500 in 2011,
which will drop 4 percent or to
$149,300 in 2012. The property
taxes paid in 2011 totaled
$2,076. Shifts and changes in-
cluding the loss of homestead
credit will bring a $16 reduc-
tion. But add in the local levy
increases and the increase is

$91. Subtract the $16 and the
net increase that will appear on
a tax notice is $75. The estimat-
ed 2012 payable tax would be
$2,151 or a 3.6 percent increase.

The median value St. Paul
commercial property would
have the same value of
$385,000 in 2011 and in 2012.
Taxes payable in 2011 are at
$13,160. Shifts and changes in
the tax system would bring a
$565 increase, and the levy in-
crease bumps that up $738. The
tax notice or this property
would list a $1,303 or 9.9 per-
cent increase, for estimated
payable 2012 taxes of $14,463.

The median value apart-
ment building in St. Paul will
see an even bigger hit. The value
was $1,085,800 in 2011 and
would have a 2 percent increase
to $1,107,800 in 2012. Taxes
payable in 2011 are $19,755.
Shifts and changes in the prop-
erty tax system would add
$2,141 and the levy changes
would add on another $1,024,
for a total increase of 16 percent
or $3,165. The total estimated
payable taxes for 2012 would be
$22,920.
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St. Paul Schools revs up
the bus for enrollment

By JAN WILLMS

People are jumping on the
bandwagon—make that a school
bus—for St. Paul Public Schools
(SPPS).

A specially designed school
bus is part of an enrollment cam-
paign to raise student population
at SPPS. The bus has been at
homecoming parades, schools
and school events, and is covered
with a special 3M-donated adhe-
sive wrap on which students, par-
ents and community members
can grab a sharpie and write the
“One Thing | Love About St. Paul
Public Schools.”

School board member Jean
O’Connell was at Como High
School when the bus was in the
homecoming parade, and students
and parents wrote messages on
the bus.

“Several mentioned the one
thing they liked was the peer me-
diation program at Como,” O’-
Connell noted. “As a school board
member | learned things about
the schools | did not know. The
next time 1 visit Como | will ask
more about that program.”

O’Connell said a student at
Central had written on the bus
that he liked the fact that his
teachers challenged him. He fur-
ther explained that he was chal-
lenged not just in his calculus
class, but in his woodworking
class, as his teacher kept sending
his project back, knowing that the
student could do better.

O’Connell said a mom wrote
that what she loved most is the
trust she has in the schools. The
mother commented that the hard-
est thing for a parent is when a
child leaves home for the first time
to go to school.

“A part of your heart goes
with them,” the mother explained.
“| trust SPPS with that part of my
heart.”

Julie Schulz Brown, SPPS di-
rector of communications, mar-
keting and development, said the
campaign is a way to gather infor-
mation from stakeholders to share
with other stakeholders about
what they think of SPPS. “It helps
us all realize there are a lot of
good things in the St. Paul Public
Schools,” she said.

Brown said SPPS has been go-
ing through changes as it adopts a
new strategic plan, Strong Schools,
Strong Communities. The plan fo-
cuses on achievement, alignment

and sustainability.

“As we go through changes,
there will be some fall-out,”
Brown stated. “A reduced student
population, as well as growth in
charter schools, could come from
this change.”

She said that community sup-
porters came forward and offered
to help SPPS maintain enrollment
as it goes through the three years
of implementation of the strategic
plan. Funding of $225,000 was
provided for marketing.

“The St. Paul Foundation, 3M
and F.R. Bigelow provided private
funding for us to do marketing,”
Brown explained. “When using
taxpayer money, the taxpayers
want that to go directly to the stu-
dents. It doesn’t allow us to be
competitive.”

She said the “One Thing |
Love” campaign has an interactive
website where people can go and
write about what they love about
SPPS and read what others have
written. There are also stickers and
window clings promoting the
project.

She said the bus is available
through mid-November, but the
school is trying to see if it can keep
it running longer.

“This campaign has reinvigo-
rated a sense of pride,” Brown
claimed. “It's generating conversa-
tion, and that’s the hope.”

O’Connell said the good
news for SPPS is that this school
year is the first in close to 10 years
that the district has actually seen a
growth in enroliment.

“Last year we were happy that
we didn’t fall in enrollment as
badly as we thought we would,”
she said.

O’Connell said that some-
thing the district has needed to do
for quite awhile is market SPPS.

“Charter and private schools
spend lots of money on market-
ing,” she said.

“What mostly gets in the me-
dia,” she continued, “is about
fights in schools or the negative
things going on. It gives the par-
ents concern and causes them to
make decisions that may or may
not be the best decisions.”

O’Connell explained that the
current growth in school popula-
tion in Minneapolis reflects how
many students Minneapolis had
lost compared to St. Paul. “Over
the past 10 years, they have had a
really major drop. SPPS has not

The "One Thing | Love” campaign has an interactive website where people

can go and write about what they love about SPPS and read what others have
written. There are also stickers and window clings promoting the project.

had that big a loss,” she noted. St.
Paul is the 2nd largest school dis-
trict in the state, and Minneapolis
the 3rd.

“Our overall Strong Schools,
Strong Communities plan is based
on attracting more kids,” O’Con-
nell added. The strategic plan is
calling for an increase of 3,000
students by 2014-15.

“We are going to have more
kindergarten kids, and we also
need to look at our market share.
Seventy-three per cent of the kids
living in St. Paul go to St. Paul
Public Schools. We can encourage
parents to make a different
choice,” she said.

Brown said the district recog-
nizes that it educates some stu-
dents very well, and some are not
changing.

“The superintendent wants
principals to be more instructional
leaders,” she commented. “We al-
so are working on restructuring
transportation. We were going all
over the city, and that was not
working.”

She said that when schools
have less enrollment, there is less
revenue from the state and so
there are less programs, which
leads to less enrollment—an end-
less cycle.

“Qur people in research say
the enrollment decline is over, and

is seeking women who are

Are you pregnant or considering a pregnancy?
Interested in participating in a children’s research study?

* between the ages of 18 - 49
* pregnant or considering pregnancy
¢ living in selected Ramsey County neighborhoods

http://RamseyKids.nationalchildrensstudy.gov/

A specially designed school bus is part of an enrollment campaign to raise
student population at SPPS. The bus has been at homecoming parades,
schools and school events, and is covered with paper on which students, par-
ents and community members can grab a sharpie and write the “One Thing

| Love About St. Paul Public Schools.”

working itself through,” she said.
“There is a potentially small in-
crease in students going through
the Metro. We will be opening
buildings, similar to Minneapo-
lis.”

She said over the next three
years, SPPS plans to reopen six
school buildings: Roosevelt, Well-
stone, Longfellow, Prosperity
Heights, Ames and Sheridan Ele-
mentary. “The school names may
change,” she explained. “These are

UNIVERSITY OF MINNESOTA

Help us learn how where we live — from the air we breathe to the water
we drink — impacts the health of our community’s children.

The National Children’s Study at the University of Minnesota
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Call toll-free 1-866-315-7126 or email info@ncs.umn.edu to find out if you qualify.

| t http://www.twitter.com/ramseykids

%O,
i

o

L

n http://www.facebook.com/ramseykids

the buildings.”

“We are headed in the right
direction,” Brown affirmed. “We
are very focused on the strategic
plan’s achievement, alignment
and sustainability.” She said the
strategic plan in growing schools
also entails working with partners
and volunteers in the community.

With any luck, St. Paul Public
Schools will continue to recruit
more people to their bandwagon
in the years ahead.

SAINT PAUL COLLEGE
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Surplus in STAR funds considered...

City Council works to restore critical budget cuts

By JANE MCCLURE

Finding $1.1 million to re-
store some fire, police and library
budget cuts is the St. Paul City
Council’s goal as they race against
the calendar. At a budget work-
shop November 2, council mem-
bers agreed on priorities to restore
funding. But with the 2012 budget
approval date of December 14
looming, there isn’t a lot of time
left.

Another priority is to see if
there are unspent half-cent sales
tax dollars that could be reallocat-
ed.

In August Mayor Chris Cole-
man proposed a $556.2 million
city budget. The 2011 adopted
budget amount was $553.7 mil-
lion. The city would levy
$100.758 million in 2012 if Cole-
man’s budget is adopted. That
compares to $94.609 million for
2011. The increase is $6.149 mil-
lion.

The 2012 budget contains
$6.2 million in city services cuts.
“We are having to make some in-
credibly tough choices to see
which cuts can be restored, said
Council President Kathy Lantry.
“We obviously can't restore every-
thing.”

Largest of the cuts to be re-
stored would be about $500,000
for the fire department, to retain a
rescue squad and preserve some
overtime funding. One of three
rescue squads is slated for elimi-
nation.

Another $100,000 would pre-
serve funding for the police de-
partment’s motorcycle unit, which
also faces cutbacks. A third priori-
ty is to restore some library hours.

Not included in the $1.1 mil-
lion is a request by Ward Five
Council Member Lee Helgen to
restore some lost recreation center
hours and help more low-income
families pay fees for recreation

The City Council continues to scrutinize $1 to $2 million in Neighborhood
and Cultural Sales Tax Revitalization (STAR) loans and grants, to see if
any of that money can be reallocated. The council began reviewing the sale
tax budgets in October, and must now determine which projects are still vi-
able. One STAR project that was completed this past year was the North
End Teen Center, pictured above. (Photo by Stefanie Berres)

center programs.

One funding source eyed No-
vember 2 is the city’s sewer utility
reserve fund. Council members
debated taking $250,000 out of
that account to plug budget holes.

The council is also continu-
ing to scrutinize $1 to $2 million
in Neighborhood and Cultural
Sales Tax Revitalization (STAR)
loans and grants, to see if any of

that money can be reallocated.
The council began reviewing the
sale tax budgets in October, and
must now determine which proj-
ects are still viable.

Council members were sur-
prised to see some balances dating
back to 2001 and asked for more
scrutiny of 11 Neighborhood
STAR loans and 35 grants, as well
as 13 Cultural STAR grants and

loans. Those funds were allocated
between 2001 and 2008. “There’s
absolutely no reason to just have
this money sitting there if projects
aren’t going forward,” said Lantry.

If projects are not going for-
ward or if there are balances of
money remaining, council mem-
bers want to see the money spent
elsewhere. Lantry said the funds
should go back to the Neighbor-
hood STAR Program. She notes
that in recent years that program
has been cut to less than $1 mil-
lion for citywide projects. The city
has had to divert about $5 million
per year to pay for capital debt
service and for public safety capi-
tal budget needs.

“We’ve taken a lot from
Neighborhood STAR and should
give that program more funding if
possible,” she said. “There are al-
ways more applications than dol-
lars available.”

That'’s a sentiment shared by
Neighborhood STAR Board Chair
Kerry Antrim. Antrim was sur-
prised to learn that there were
such large balances. The Neigh-
borhood STAR Board does get up-
dates on projects and balances,
but not as far back as 2001. “I
think that the Neighborhood
STAR Board needs to be part of
the discussion before the funds
are allocated,” she said.

Other council members want
to see some Neighborhood STAR
dollars restored to a per-ward allo-
cation, which the council hasn’t
given itself for the past two years.
That program, which has gone
under different names over the
years, allows council members to
allocate grants and loans in their
own wards. It has funded projects
including streetscape work, home
improvement programs, play-
grounds, security cameras, parking
lots and traffic circles. Lantry has
criticized the program as a “slush

fund” in the past, but admits she
probably doesn’t have the votes to
block a council move to restore it.

As of last week city staff was
still tracking down which projects
have and haven't been completed.
Many projects on the neighbor-
hood and cultural lists are com-
pleted, so removal may just be a
record-keeping issue or an issue of
unspent balances. For a few proj-
ects, the unspent balances are
hefty. The largest and oldest proj-
ect, the ill-fated Pan-Asian Village,
dates from 2001 with $950,000.

Pan Asian Village is likely to
be the largest target. The ambi-
tious redevelopment project was
awarded a $750,000 loan and a
$200,000 grant. The project,
which went through many
changes, centered on the south-
east corner of University Avenue
and Dale Street. Planning began
in the late 1990s.

The Hmong Development
Corporation wanted to tear down
Uni-Dale Mall and replace it with
50-60 units of housing, 200,000
square feet of retail space and
space for Theater Mu and other
cultural groups including an
Asian-Pacific Cultural Center. But
the $35-$40 million project was
opposed by African-American
community groups. They con-
tended that Uni-Dale was meant
to replace community businesses
lost when Interstate 94 was built
and much of the old Rondo
neighborhood lost.

The developers struggled to
get financing and lost tentative de-
veloper status with the city in late
2003. Changes in leadership also
hurt, with prominent developer
Tou Moua Lee moving to Florida.
The project was shelved in when
mall owner Kraus-Anderson sold
the property to private owners,
with Che Ku buying the mall it-
self.
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St. Paul Planning Commission launches urban agriculture zoning study

By JANE MCCLURE

Growing interest in locally
produced food, and a trend to-
ward more community gardens
like the one Sparc planted this
growing season, has prompted the
St. Paul Planning Commission to
launch an urban agriculture zon-
ing study. The commission voted
unanimously October 14 to start
the study, which is on a fast track.
Recommendations will be drafted
for the Planning Commission to
review in the next six to eight
weeks. The intent is to have
changes in place before the 2012
growing season takes root.

The study is going to be
broad-based, to cover as many
possible urban agricultural uses as
possible, said Commissioner Betsy
Reveal. That promoted jokes from
other commissioners about the
staff and commission going
“whole hog” on such a study.

The study will cover many
topics, including community gar-
dens, home occupations tied to
urban agriculture, farmers’ mar-
kets, greenhouses, licensed or larg-
er composting operations, aqua-
culture, greenhouses, hoop hous-
es, animal processing and accesso-
ry uses. Commissioners asked Oc-
tober 14 that the study be expand-
ed to include beekeeping and pos-
sibly water harvesting. The latter is
an expanded effort to capture and
reuse water runoff.

St. Paul has already taken a
number of steps to promote urban
agriculture, including making
changes to ordinances that allow
residents to keep a few chickens at
their homes. The city has also
leased space, where available, to
groups for community gardening.
Since 2009 the city’s Housing and
Redevelopment Authority (HRA)
and City Attorneys’ office have
looked at ways to revise the garden
space lease guidelines.

The zoning study was sought
in 2009 by Ward Four Council
Member Russ Stark, who brought
forward a City Council resolution
asking that St. Paul do more to fa-
cilitate a network of resources to
support the production, distribu-
tion and consumption of healthy
and locally grown food. Only re-
cently has St. Paul Planning and
Economic Development (PED)
been able to devote staff time to
starting the study.

Another group that has called
for attention to urban agriculture
and zoning changes is the St. Paul-
Ramsey County Food and Nutri-
tion Commission, which was es-
tablished last year. The commis-
sion recently released a report ask-
ing that city and county officials
look at urban agricultural issues.

The study is being watched
closely by urban gardening and
agriculture advocates, including
Audrey Matson, co-owner of Egg-
Plant Urban Farm Supply in Mer-
riam Park. She noted that the City
of Minneapolis is looking at simi-
lar regulatory changes, including
eyeing a way to allow people to
grow and sell produce from their
own properties.

Matson said she does hear
about gardeners who would like
to be able to sell their own pro-
duce in St. Paul, as well as people
with chickens who would like to
be able to sell small quantities of
eggs. At least of the city’'s commu-
nity gardens is tended by volun-
teers who would like to sell pro-
duce and put up a small green-
house. “I think there are ways to
make changes, so that people can

ThIS summer the community development corporatlon Sparc began a youth urban farm in the city’s North End
This is a three-acre parcel with several large gardening lots and limited on-site sales. This use doesn’t fit any specific
zoning category and the city’s Department of Safety and Inspections (DSI) wound up issuing a statement of clarifi-
cation declaring that the site is a community garden. (Photo by Stefanie Berres)

sell the items they grow that they
cannot use,” she said.

Matson said she’'d also like to
see the study focus on ways that
make it easier for people to keep
chickens in the city, noting that
she hears confusions from cus-
tomers about the city regulations.

In his report to the Planning
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Commission, City Planner Anton
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provide use for vacant properties.

Other factors also play a
role. The Planning Commission
and city staff have struggled for
several years with how to better
define what a farmers’ market is.
In 2005 the commission recom-
mended that there be more study
to come up with a specific defini-

$\O

tion. The city allows farmers’
markets, typically through a con-
ditional use permit process, but
defines the markets in the same
way it defines other uses such as
temporary garden product sale
kiosks and Christmas tree sales.

Another issue is how to reg-
ulate urban farms. This summer
the community development
corporation Sparc began a youth
urban farm in the city’s North
End. This is a three-acre parcel
with several large gardening lots
and limited on-site sales. This
use doesn’t fit any specific zon-
ing category and the city’s De-
partment of Safety and Inspec-
tions (DSI) wound up issuing a
statement of clarification declar-
ing that the site is a community
garden. That allowed the use to
be in place for the 2011 growing
season, but changes will have to
be made in city regulations if
sales and gardening go out at
that location.

The long-term plan for the
North End garden site is for resi-
dential redevelopment, with
some agriculture use for the
neighborhood.
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November events at Rice St. Library offer Lego Club, computer coaching, and more

The Rice Street Branch Library has
many fun and educational events
planned in November. Please stop
in and visit us!

Thinking about an eReader for
the holidays? Drop in on Monday,
November 14 between 1-2:30 p.m.
for a free eReader Clinic. Get a look
at various eReaders and learn how
to use them to borrow library
ebooks.

The Lego Club will meet on
Sundays from 2-4 p.m. Kids and
adults (who are kids at heart) can
stop in and build things with Le-
gos! Free, fun and entertaining.

The English Language Conver-
sation Circle will meet on Mondays
from 4 to 5:15 p.m. The Circle is
for adults interested in improving

their English speaking skills. Ses-
sions are free and open to the pub-
lic.

Computer coaching will be
available on Tuesday afternoons
from 2-3 p.m. Library staff will as-
sist you with learning more about
the Internet, e-mail or Microsoft
Word.

The Computer Gaming Club
will meet on Tuesdays 4:00 to 5:15.
Try Runescape, Wii, Scratch or oth-
er computer games and programs.
Bring your friends!

The Collector’s Corner Neigh-
borhood Trading Post will be open
Wednesdays from 4-7 p.m. and Sat-
urdays from 11 am.-2 p.m. Bring a
tradable natural object to the li-
brary and volunteers from the Sci-

ence Museum of Minnesota will
help you learn more about it

Family story times will be of-
fered on Friday and Saturday
mornings at 10:30 a.m. Join Rice
Street’s storytelling experts for sto-
ries, finger plays, rhymes, and
songs.

Free Family Friendly Movie
Matinees will be shown Saturdays
at 2:00. Please stop in or call the li-
brary at 651-558-2223 to learn
which movie will be shown each
week.

The North End Book Club will
discuss Midnight in the Garden of
Good and Evil by John Berendt on
Monday November 28, from
12:45-2:30 p.m. For more informa-
tion or to register, please call Sandy

at 651-744-3072. This group is of-
fered in partnership with the Com-
munity Education Senior Program.

Computer classes will be of-
fered on Friday mornings from
10:15 a.m.-12:15 p.m. For more in-
formation or to register, please call
Sandy at 651-744-3072. Classes are
offered in partnership with the
Community Education Senior Pro-
gram.

Free Job Search Assistance will
be offered on Fridays from 10:30
a.m.-12:30 p.m. A consultant from
Goodwill-Easter Seals will provide
help with job applications and re-
sumes. Please call 651-558-2223
for more information.

The STARS Homework Help
Center is a quiet place for students

of all ages to work on schoolwork.
If you need help with homework
or would like to be a Homework
Helper, please visit STARS Monday
through Wednesday from 3 p.m.-7
p.m., Thursday from 3 p.m.- 5 p.m.
or Sunday from 1 p.m.-4 p.m.

The Rice Street Library is locat-
ed at 1011 Rice Street between Law-
son and Hatch. Hours are Monday
and Wednesday, 12 pm-8 pm;
Tuesday 10 a.m.-8 p.m.; Thursday,
Friday and Saturday, 10 a.m.-5:30
p.m.; and Sunday 1 p.m. to 5 p.m.
All Saint Paul public libraries will
be closed Thursday November 24
for Thanksgiving. For more infor-
mation about the Rice Street
Branch Library or any of our pro-
grams, please call 651-558-2223.

Walgreens

Continued from page 2

“People don’t understand it’s ille-
gal to block the intersection. Every-
one wants to jump in the turn lane
a couple blocks early. A lot of peo-
ple were concerned having a Wal-
greens there will increase traffic.
When Semper did the traffic study,
it indicated not much more traffic
there at peak times.”

The Node Study, completed
about a year and a half ago, sug-
gests what the community would

like that intersection to look like
five years from now.

“This is the entrance to the
park from Roseville,” said Moon.
“The community wanted it to be a
park-like entrance. We also have
the other corner. We're thinking
we’'ll hear from Paster Enterprises
about redevelopment in the next
five years.”

Moon feels the building meets
the expectations of what residents
want to see at that corner.

“I think it fits pretty well,” he
said. “It's an inviting looking store.
It's set back from the parkway with

a little bit of green space. For the
most part, people are pretty happy
with the outcome.”

Pete Bolstad, who just fin-
ished up his term on the District
10 board in October, believes the
Node Study outlines in pretty good
detail what residents would like to
see at the intersection five years
down the road.

“I would imagine it's not a vi-
sion as much as a concern about
multi-floor housing development
or mixed dwelling,” he said. “They
would not like what is seen at Lar-
penteur-Snelling to take place at

Midland

Healing & Al Condilioning

DON’'T REPLACE / we will FIX your
FURNACE/BOILER/AIR CONDITIONER

SERVING YOUR COMMUNITY Since 1950
« We service all Brands - furnace / boiler / AC
s Fast - Repair parts stocked on trucks
» Flat Rate pricing - you know cost before we repair
* $90 diagnostic evaluation
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SAVE $20% OFF ON YOUR 15" SERVICE CALL OR $120 OFF INSTALL

Good til November 30th

www.midlandhtg.com

[ Call
612-869-3213

Little Hawks
Winter Skill Builders

2011-2012

Boys & Girls Ages 5-6
Saturdays, Jan. - March
10 sessions for $90
Soccer Center at Orchard

St. Paul Blackhawks

Soccer Glub

Futsal 2011-2012
Boys & Girls Ages 7-10
Sundays, Jan. - March
10 sessions for $90
Soccer Center at Orchard

Winter Skill Builders

2011-2012

Boys & Girls Ages 7-11
Dec. - March

16 sessions for $195

Concordia University Stadium

FoR DETAILS AND REGISTRATION WWW.blackhawk