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By JAN WILLMS
Gov. Tim Pawlenty likens the

state’s response to its financial
woes to that of a family sitting
around its kitchen table, deciding
what expenditures need to be cut. 

Sen. Ellen Anderson (D-66)
sees a different kind of scenario in
the governor’s budget plan.

“He would have the family
just cut off its most vulnerable
members,” she said. “The baby,
who can’t contribute, and Grand-
ma, who can’t work. Just cut off
Grandma’s health care and kick
her out.”

“That’s not Minnesota’s
kitchen table,” Anderson said in a
recent interview. “And this is not
the time to be cutting health
care.”

She was giving her view of
Gov. Pawlenty’s resolutions for
dealing with Minnesota’s project-
ed deficit of $4.8 billion. He
hopes to curb state spending by
2.2 per cent, lowering taxes for
businesses and making cuts to
cities and counties, higher educa-
tion, health and welfare pro-
grams. 

“The Governor’s budget is to-
tally unacceptable to me,” Ander-
son said. “I think we have a really
serious financial problem, but this
is not a responsible proposal.”

The state’s budget cuts bring
to mind Tip O’Neill, long-serving
Democratic Speaker of the House,
who was famous for saying “Poli-
tics is local.”

His words especially ring true
when across the country states are
facing high unemployment rates,
closing businesses and increasing
health care costs. 

Whether it’s closing a library
branch, seeing a University Av-
enue business fail, or having less
routes on a higher cost bus line,
the local results of a budget deficit
can be felt throughout the neigh-
borhoods.

“He’s cutting 100,000 people
off health care,” Anderson contin-
ued. “And he has this other idea
for a bunch of corporate tax cuts.
He claims this will produce jobs.
This is what Bush did, and you
see where that got us. Eleven hun-
dred state employees would lose
jobs under Pawlenty’s budget.”

Anderson said DFLers in the

Legislature want to focus on jobs.
“We want to see how we can get
more Minnesotans working
again,” she said. 

Anderson said she is chairing
a task force that will attempt to
bring more green jobs to Min-
nesota. 

“We want greener jobs, and

want to invest in solar for small
businesses along University Av-
enue,” Anderson stated. “We want
to put financing out there for
home owners to retrofit their
homes and save energy. This
could really help St. Paul residents
and small businesses.”

Anderson said she sees broad
community support for Light Rail

Transit (LRT). However, the Met
Council is currently operating at
a deficit. The deficit is not due to
fewer riders, but to fewer cars be-
ing driven, which in turn causes a
decrease in the gasoline tax that is
designated for funding mass tran-
sit. 

“We are hoping that jobs in

building the Central Corridor
light rail will be offered to com-
munity residents,” Anderson said. 

She said there is also a desire
to get some University Avenue
businesses exempt from property
taxes for a time. This should help
the businesses that will be facing
excessive costs as the Central Cor-
ridor LRT is built along Universi-

ty Avenue.
“We want the small business-

es to be able to stay,” Anderson
said.

She said there is a bonding
bill in the Legislature that would
provide money to fix up Universi-
ty Avenue, put solar panels on
schools and restore forests, rivers,
wetlands and parks. 

“Some of that money is from
a constitutional amendment,”
Anderson said.

She said she is concerned
that cuts to local government
would mean drastic cuts to St.
Paul that would affect all the
neighborhoods.

“If we can prevent cuts to
health care and put more people
back to work, it will help,” Ander-
son said. 

She said DFL legislators are
holding town meetings around
the state, giving Minnesotans a
chance to weigh in to balance the
budget. 
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Drop in local aid puts St. Paul in frenzy…

Legislators debate merits
of Governor’s budget

Minnesota Governor Tim Pawlenty hopes to curb state spending by 2.2 per cent, lowering taxes for businesses and
making cuts to cities and counties, higher education, health and welfare programs. The proposal has sparked a
fierce debate at the Capitol. (Photo illustration by Robert Wasiluk)

“The Governor’s budget is totally
unacceptable to me.” 

- Senator Ellen Anderson



Sports Café 
license revoked
A troubled Como Avenue night-
club and restaurant has had all of
its licenses revoked by the City of
St. Paul. The St. Paul City Council
voted unanimously Jan 21 to re-
voke all licenses held by WHT,
Inc., doing business as America
Sports Café – Playground, 2554
Como Av. 

The business has been the site
of frequent police calls and was
considered one of the city’s most
troubled night spots due to inci-
dents of violence on and near its
premises. It has been the subject
of action against its licenses in the
past, which has resulted in many
additional conditions on its oper-
ations.

The revocation came after the
business failed to pay its license
fees and failed to pay a fine of
$500 the City Council imposed in
May 2008.

In June 2008 city licensing
staff was notified that the business
had had its liquor liability insur-
ance canceled as of June 1, 2008.

American Sports Café-Play-
ground didn’t appeal the city’s rec-
ommendation that the licenses be
revoked, so the matter wasn’t set
for a council public hearing.

University Ave. tattoo
parlor fined $700
A University Avenue tattoo parlor
must pay a $700 fine for allowing
a 14-year-old girl to have her
tongue pierced without parental
consent, the St. Paul City Council
decided Jan. 7. The council reject-
ed a request from Planet Ink, 1449
University Av., that the fine be
waived.

The piercing took place in
November 2007. The father of the
14-year-old complained to St. Paul
police when his daughter came
home with her tongue pierced
without parental consent. Police
and city licensing staff investigated
and found that parental consent
wasn’t obtained and that Planet
Ink had no proof of consent.

The independent contractor
who pierced the girl’s tongue sub-
sequently pled to a misdemeanor.
Body piercing of a person under
age 18 without written consent of
a parent or guardian violates state
law. The independent contractor
paid a $300 fine and served 16
days in jail.

The violation also brings a
$700 fine against the business li-
cense. But Planet Ink owner Jen-
nifer Cobb asked that the council
waive the fine, citing economic
hardship. “Nobody right now is
doing very good,” she said.

Cobb said the independent
contractor no longer works at her
business. “I love kids, kids of all
ages, and I would not allow this to

happen,” she said. Cobb now
does all body piercing at the busi-
ness.

Even though the body artist
involved was an independent con-
tractor and not an employee, As-
sistant City Attorney Rachel Tier-
ney explained that the business
owners and license holder still
bears responsibility in the event of
a violation. “We do not license the
artist – we license the location,”
she said. The city licenses Planet
Ink as a tattoo parlor and not as a
body piercing business. There is
no separate city license for body
piercing.

This is the second violation in
recent years at Planet Ink. In 2005
the business was fined $1,000 af-
ter allegations of unsanitary condi-
tions and tattooing minors with-
out parental consent.

And there may be at least one
more complaint in the pipeline, as
Ward Four Council Member Russ
Stark said he has heard from an-
other parent, whose minor child
was tattooed at the business with-
out parental consent. That would
have to be dealt with as a separate
case.

Crackdown on buildings
tough on non-profits
St. Paul’s crackdown on vacant
buildings with code violations
may be making it more difficult
for non-profit community devel-
opment corporations to work with
city officials to rehabilitate some

properties. That’s why the St. Paul
City Council is considering
amendments to stringent code
compliance regulations adopted
in 2008. Changes to the ordinance
could be adopted this month.

The mortgage foreclosure cri-
sis and recession have left the city
with more than 2,000 registered
vacant buildings. Concerns that
buildings in dilapidated condition
were being sold to unsuspecting
owners promoted the council to
adopt a categorization system last
year. Buildings are categorized on
a 1-III scale, with Category III
buildings being the worst. The
changes adopted last year call for
many of the vacant buildings to be
rehabilitated and brought up to
code before they are sold. That re-
quirement was opposed by real es-
tate agents, lenders and contrac-
tors. The requirements were later
amended to require some of the
Category I and II buildings to be
sold without undergoing rehabili-
tation, if other requirements are
met. These requirements include
paying outstanding vacant build-
ing fees, submitting a Truth In Sale
of Housing (TISH) report and
posting a performance bond or
cash deposit and a work schedule
if repairs are needed.

The ordinance change under
discussion would create an ex-
emption for transfer of ownership
of vacant buildings if the building
acquisition is by the city’s Housing
and Redevelopment Authority
(HRA) or by someone acting with 
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651-644-4110
lulasvintagewear.com

Our customers like us so much--
We’ve been on Rice Street for 41 years...

INCOME TAX
Electronic Filing • Reasonable Rates

ARK TAX SERVICE
1138 Rice Street at Geranium

For Information Call: 651-489-5314
Hours: Mon.-Fri. 9-6; Sat. 9-2 

Or come in, No Appointment Necessary



By MARY THOEMKE
Reza (Ray) Ghassemlou works

at his sewing machine in a little
shop filled with boots and shoes
and jackets and  all sorts of articles
in need of repair. While many
businesses have come and gone
from the Rice Street scene in recent
years, Ray is proud to say that he is
celebrating 19 years in business on
Rice Street. He operates Angel
Shoe Repair and Tailoring at 1138
Rice Street at Geranium. His story
is one of persistence and determi-
nation coupled with careful atten-
tion to every detail in the  work he
does for a customer. 

Born in Iran, Ray came to the
United States in 1975 to study at
Metro State College (now Metro
State University). When the Iran-
ian Revolution broke out he was
determined to get his parents and
siblings out of Iran. He quit school
to earn the money to bring his
family to this country. He went to
work building computers, know-
ing that at that time “no one could
come out” [of Iran]. His persist-
ence paid off, and eventually, fam-
ily members joined him here.
Once the family arrived they
moved to California, and Ray went
with them. After a year he came
back to Minnesota because he
missed the change of seasons.

Self-taught in repairing shoes,
Ray set about finding a place to
open a business. He found what
he was looking for on Rice Street
when he purchased the equipment
from Hartland Shoe Repair which
formerly operated the shop. He
believes that, “Fate brought me
here and I’ve stayed all these years”
despite the closing of so many
businesses in the neighborhood. 

Along the way Ray was able to
go back to school and earned a de-
gree in chemical dependency
counseling, all the while running
the shop and adjusting the hours
around his class schedule. He
worked in the counseling field for
a short time, but in the end, be-
cause he likes working with his
hands, he decided to devote all of
his energy to the shoe repair and
alteration business. 

Most of his customers live
within a three or four mile radius
of the shop, while others stop in
on their way to or from work
downtown. His customers are loy-
al, often continuing to patronize
the shop long after they have
moved from the neighborhood. 

Janet Barrett lives in Oakdale
but used to live in the North End,
and continues to bring her tailor-
ing needs to Ray. She said, “I al-
ways come back. He does a great
job with tailoring.” 

Ray specializes in leather re-
pair, including shoes and boots,
golf bags, purses, and luggage. He
repairs heels, does full sole plates
and tips, stretches, dyes and
shines. 

Tailoring services include al-
terations, relining, zippers, hems,
and restyling slacks. He also re-
pairs boat covers and tents. 

As he goes about repairing or
altering the items that customers
bring to him, Ray saves everything
that might be useful for other re-
pairs. Zipper stops and pulls, but-
tons and other useful items are re-
cycled and stored in a tin to be
used again. For example a stop
from a broken jacket zipper might
become the stop in the zipper of a
purse he fixes. 

After all the years that Ray has

been on Rice Street  he has ob-
served that “Rice Street has always
had its own ups and downs with
the economy.” Of the tough eco-
nomic times, now he said, “This
area is low-income. I feel when
people come in they cannot spend
like they used to… they are care-
ful, I feel for them.” Mindful of
that, he said, “I charge the mini-
mum amount I have to.”

Angel Shoe Repair is open
Monday through Friday from 9
a.m. to 5 p.m. and Saturday from
9 a.m. to 2 p.m. Phone number is
651-488-0024.
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Monitor Coupon-Cutouts
Next Coupon Deadline: March 2

Monitor readers: Welcome to Mastel’s

$5.00 OFF
any $40 or more

purchase
with this coupon thru Mar. 25, 2009.

Not valid with any other offers or
juicer purchases.

Vitamins, Minerals,
Supplements, Books,

Homeopathic Remedies,
Herbs, Personal Care,

Vegetable Juicers,
Farm Fresh Eggs,

Gluten Free Ingredients,
Gift Certificates,
Snacks and More!

j Health Month
• Cardiovascular Supplements

• Dark Chocolate
• And more!

$15
haircut

includes shampoo/conditioning/style                                 

Just mention ad when you call for an appt.

Specializing in color 
and body waxing

1619 University Ave.
full service salon and spa

651.603.8887
no expiration on offer

www.salonelise.com
FREE PARKING

Free Haircut
with any

Color
Application

Buy any 
product, 
get one 
of equal 
or lesser 

value 1/2 OFF

Nancy’s
Beauty Salon

Try a New Style for Spring
YOUR CHOICE COUPON

PERM   or COLOR & CUT

1324 Rice Street • St. Paul
Call Today! 651-489-4291

Long Hair Extra
WITH COUPON

Expires 3/31/09 • Not valid with other offers or discounts
Nancy’s Beauty Salon • 1324 Rice Street

651-489-4291

$4495
Eyebrow Wax $8.00

The FOUNDRY Pub
Jackson & Maryland – St. Paul

ONE FREE DRINK
with this coupon & purchase of a like drink. Limited to one FREE drink per day.

$15 OFF on your Birthday ask for details.

Please Clip & Save with your valuable documents.

Estate Organizing Services

Following the death of a loved one, I help family members
with the details and documents so they have time to grieve.

The Art of Organizing is insured.  Jane Scheidnes,
owner, has been in business for 11 years, is on the board of

directors for NAPO-Minnesota.
Jane Scheidnes
651-487-9153

Angel Shoe Repair celebrates 19 years on Rice Street

While many businesses have come
and gone from Rice Street in recent
years, Ray Ghassemlou is proud to
say that he is celebrating 19 years
in business on Rice Street. (Photo
by Sarah Stacke)



By JANE MCCLURE
Como Park’s swimming pool,

which will be shut down during
the 2009 season, should be re-
placed. That’s the sentiment of a
majority of those who responded
to a recent Como Park Alliance
survey.

Of the survey respondents, 72
percent opposed replacing the
pool with a water park that lacked
standard swimming and wading
pool features. Sixty-seven percent
would like the pool to remain as a
pool or water park, with only 7
percent supporting conversion of
the pool’s space to another use
such as green space, play area, ten-
nis courts, skate park or picnic
area.

How the aging swimming
pool should be replaced is generat-
ing ripples of interest, as well as
ideas. One of those ideas, present-
ed Jan. 17 at a meeting hosted by
the alliance, is that of a natural
swimming pool. This type of pool
would be built utilizing technolo-
gy developed and used in Europe
for more than a decade. 

Natural swimming pools use
filtering systems that are like wet-
lands or green space in appear-
ance. The pools can be designed to
look like ponds, rock-lined pools
with rock outcroppings and even

pools with standard swimming
lanes.

More than two dozen people
turned out Jan. 17 to hear survey
results and to discuss the notion of
a natural swimming pool via con-

ference call with Whole Water Sys-
tems, a Colorado-based company.
The company is affiliated with
Buero Grafinger (BioNova), a Ger-
man company that designs and
builds natural swimming pools.

Among those present was
Parks and Recreation Director
Mike Hahm. Hahm said he was
there to listen to the survey results
and to learn more about the natu-
ral swimming pool concept.

But Hahm has since decided
that St. Paul cannot afford to be
the first city in the state to try the
natural pool concept. Unknowns
about costs are one issue; health
codes and requirements to use
chlorine in public swimming
pools are another. Although the al-
liance continues to want the idea
studied, Hahm asked the pool task
force to look at other ideas Feb. 9.

Parks and Recreation has a
task force that is meeting to dis-
cuss pool replacement. The group,
which includes representatives
from area neighborhoods as well
as Municipal Athletics, the Star
Swim Club, lap swimmers, youth,
regular swimmers and the adjacent
Como Woodland Outdoor Class-
room, had a meeting set for Feb. 9,
after this edition of Midway Como
North End Monitor went to press.
The group is scheduled to meet
through April.

How the city will replace the
pool and how much it will cost are
unknowns. Requests for pool
funding are pending in the St. Paul
2010-2011 Long-Range Capital Im-

provement Budget (CIB) process,
which began last month. The city
also listed pool replacement as a
potential project in its request for
federal economic stimulus package
funds. Recommendations from the
task force will be considered as
pool plans take shape. CIB fund-
ing is the most likely funding
source for the pool. Decisions on
CIB projects by Mayor Chris Cole-
man and the St. Paul City Council
won’t be made until later this year.

Alliance members and neigh-
borhood residents expressed inter-
est in the natural pool concept,
looking at pictures of pools from
Europe and hearing an explana-
tion of the technology. Such pools
use filtering systems rather than
the chemicals used in pools in the
United States. Through a confer-
ence call Jan. 17, meeting partici-
pants were able to ask questions of
the pool company representatives.

If the natural pool option is
chosen, it would be the first of its
kind in Minnesota.

It’s not clear what the cost
would be to build this kind of a
pool for Como. It’s possibly the
costs could be less than the $5.25
to $7.25 million estimated costs of
a water park, an idea raised by a
2005 USAquatics study of the city’s
public swimming pool needs. But
installing such a pool would re-
quire changes to health and build-
ing codes that currently regulate
swimming pool construction and
operations.

But no matter what type of
option is ultimately chosen for
Como, the alliance’s survey indi-
cates it would have support. The
survey generated 358 responses,
on the Internet and on paper. The
majority or more than 300 came
from zip codes 55113, 55108 and
55117.

Results indicate that Com resi-
dents use the pool a lot, with 53
percent using it four or more times
a year and 33 percent using it 10 or
more times a year. Twenty-five per-
cent said they never use the pool.

Respondents are also con-
cerned about costs, with 53 per-
cent indicating that a low-cost fa-
cility is “very important.” People
who use the pool a lot are more
likely to value its affordability, ac-
cording to the survey.

Quality would influence pool
use. If the pool is upgraded, the
number of people who never use
the facility decreases from 25 per-
cent to 13 percent. But price influ-
ences use as well. If the pool is up-
graded and costs of use increase,
the percentage of people who visit
10 or more times a year drops
from 53 percent to 32 percent.

Of the features survey respon-
dents want to see in a pool, 69
percent said lap lanes are very im-
portant. Shallow water, sloped en-
try, deep water, water spray and 50
meter lap features also emerged as
very important features. Other fea-
tures like a “lazy river” or a hot
tub/spa ranked low in compari-
son.

Survey respondents also indi-
cated their concerns for congestion
in the park as a whole. Seventy-
one percent felt that traffic is a seri-
ous problem at times. Some con-
gestion-related concerns are tied to
worries about what a larger-scale
water park could bring.

For a complete run-down of
the survey as well as information
on the alliance’s research on natu-
ral swimming pools, look at
www.comoparkalliance.org
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Nereida Peña is an excellent choice for Star Student.
She is always asking questions and wanting to know
more about topics she learns about in school. She
finds ways to connect what she learns to her life and
enthusiastically encourages others. She has a bright,
sunny disposition and a natural curiosity that will help
her be successful in both her academic career and
her life.

Congratulations to Nereida Peña and her family on
her selection as New Spirit School’s Star Student
of the Month. 

New Spirit’s Star Student of the month receives a $25 gift certificate for a local bookstore.

New Spirit School offers small class sizes, a content-rich curriculum, and a
focus on character education. New Spirit School currently has openings for 
K - 8 students. For more information on our tuition free K - 8 program please

CALL 651-225-9177
260 Edmund Avenue (One block west of Marion Street) 

New Spirit School’s

STAR STUDENT

This month we honor,
Nereida Peña

Central Baptist Church
420 Roy Street N., St. Paul

651-646-2751
www.centralbaptistchurch.com
Dr. Ronald Saari, Senior Pastor

Daily Child Care 6:30 a.m. - 6:00 p.m.
Care for children ages 6 weeks - pre-kindergarten

Call 651-646-2846

SUNDAYS AT CENTRAL
9:15 a.m. Sunday School

Classes for all ages

10:30 a.m. Worship 
Mix of Traditional and Contemporary

6:00 p.m. Ekklesia Ministry - Ministry to Young Adults

Wednesday Night Activities
5:30 - 8:30 p.m.

Supper 5:30 - 6:30 p.m.
See website for details of Youth and Children’s activities

Como Park survey says that Como Pool should be replaced

How Como Pool should be replaced is generating ripples of interest, as well
as ideas. One of those ideas, presented Jan. 17 at a meeting hosted by the
Como Park Alliance, is that of a natural swimming pool.



No one can deny that we are in
the thick of winter right now.  It is
cold, there is plenty of ice and
snow, and this will likely continue
for at least two months.

Every year at this time I find
myself saying the same things over
and over to the patients I see in
clinic.  I decided to pass on some
of my winter tips to you.

Your Nose  
Your nose works hard all year

to take good care of you, but it
works overtime during the winter.
Of course your nose brings air into
your lungs.  But it does much
more than that.  It helps to cleanse
the air to protect you from all the
nasties waiting to infect you.  

The hairs in your nose keep
out larger particles. There are also
cells in your nose that produce
lots of mucus to keep out smaller
particles.  And when you are ex-
posed to infectious organisms,
those cells work extra hard to flush
your nose of contaminants.  That
is why you sometime get a super
runny nose (I call it faucet nose).
It is amazing to me how much
goo can pour out of a tiny thing
like a nose. Sorry to be so graphic,
but I am sure you know what I
mean.

How can you help your nose?
It gets dried out in winter (too
much dry, heated, indoor air).  If
the skin in your nose gets too dry,
it cracks, and those cracks let all
the creepy viruses and bacteria in
so that you might get sick with a
cold (also known as an upper res-
piratory infection or URI).

Keeping your nose moist
helps to keep the skin intact and
able to fight infections.  I suggest
using a nasal saline spray daily
(don’t buy an expensive brand -
any generic will work).  A small
amount of vaseline or aquaphor
in each nostril at bedtime will also
help keep your nasal skin moist. 

Your Mood
By the time you read this,

the days are actually getting
longer.  Hooray!  Many people
suffer from low mood when the
daylight hours shorten.  As we
head into the next months of di-
minished light, try to be exposed
to whatever sunlight is available.
Open your shades.  Walk outside
during daylight hours.

If you think you suffer from
seasonal affective disorder (a
condition which results in low
mood during the winter months)
consider using a light box.  Some
insurance companies will pay for
it if your doctor thinks it will
benefit you.  You need to use a
10,000 luxe light in order for it to
be effective. 

Your Skin
The largest organ of your

body is your skin.  It helps to
keep you warm (and to cool you
in the heat), to hold your in-
nards together, and to protect
you from infections.

Pamper your skin during the
winter by taking warm (not hot)
showers and baths.  You may not
need to shower daily.  You can
wash off “certain areas” to main-
tain good hygiene without get-
ting your whole body wet.

Adjust your shower sched-
ule to whatever seems to work
for your level of grime.  Folks
working in offices and not sweat-
ing much during the day need to
shower less frequently that those

who get dirty and/or work up a
sweat either at work or play.

When you do bathe, use
non-fragranced soaps, or no
soaps at all.  While your skin is
still moist, apply lotion/oil to
help seal in the moisture you
have absorbed from your
bathing.  

Keep your skin covered (that
means wearing gloves/mittens
even for short outdoor expo-
sures).  

The other primary way to
keep your skin hydrated is to stay
well hydrated yourself.  So drink
lots of fluids (non-caffeinated).

Your Doctor
When to go?  When not?  Al-

ways hard to know.  If you have a
sore throat and fever, without any
other cold symptoms - go in be-
cause you may have strep throat.

If you wake up with a stuffy
nose, cough, feeling achy and tired
- wait a few days.  Try fluids, rest,
ibuprofen, acetaminophen.   Most
URIs are caused by viruses, not
bacteria, and antibiotics will not
make you better any sooner.  

If you are coughing so much
that you cannot sleep, if you are
short of breath, if you are a smok-
er, or if you have lung diseases
(asthma, COPD) then you should

see your health care provider
promptly. 

Most URIs get better with
time, rest, fluids.  Remember the
rest part.  Don’t go to work if you
are sick.  You could infect others
and you will delay your recovery.

I hope this information will
help you protect yourself from
some of the challenges of winter
so that you can enjoy all the beau-
ties of Minnesota at this time of
year.

Have fun.  Stay happy and
healthy.

(Dr. Kilian is a family practice physi-
cian who lives and works in the Mid-
way Como North End community.
She believes that good medicine means
caring for people as well as curing dis-
eases. We want to address your health
concerns so please let us know what
topics you would like to see in future
columns.  If you have suggestions or
questions, write to the Monitor c/o
1885 University Avenue West, #110,
St. Paul, MN  55104.  Or e-mail
denisw@aplacetoremember.com.)
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In the thick of winter

Cares and Cures
By JANE KILIAN, M.D.

In a minute
Continued from page 2
the HRA. In most cases non-profit
community development corpora-
tions in St. Paul work with the
HRA to purchase properties,
which the organizations then re-
habilitate and sell.

The change is sought by Ward
Two Council Member Dave
Thune, who chairs the HRA
Board. Thune said one unintend-
ed consequence of the regulations
adopted last year is that it is hard-
er for the HRA and community
groups to buy and rehabilitate
properties. Ward Six Council
Member Dan Bostrom, who led
the charge for more stringent regu-
lation of vacant buildings, is in
support of the changes.

St. Paul restaurants that ob-
tain beer and wine licenses in the
future will have to close by 1 a.m.,
under ordinance changes unani-
mously adopted Jan. 21 by the St.
Paul City Council. The changes ex-
empt restaurants that have already
obtained permission from the city
and state to close at 2 a.m. The 2
a.m. permits that were in effect
prior to Jan 1, 2009 will not be af-
fected.

The change was brought for-
ward because in some situations,
restaurants that have beer and
wine licenses have functioned as
de facto nightclubs or bars. The
businesses are supposed to sell
food with beer and wine but have
been found to simply be selling al-
cohol and in some cases, offering

musical entertainment or dancing
without proper city licenses.

The council held two public
hearings in January to discuss the
change. Although businesses that
have violated the wine and beer
sales regulations have caused
problems in several neighbor-
hoods, no one appeared at either
public hearing to speak for the
change. No one appeared to speak
on behalf of the city’s hospitality
industry, either.

For almost two decades, St.
Paul city officials have moved to-
ward allowing new on-sale liquor,
beer and wine licenses to be grant-
ed to restaurants only. Existing
bars and a few remaining 3.2 beer
joints have been grandfathered in
and allowed to continue operating
under new ownership. The long-
standing intent has been to phase
out problem bars while allowing
restaurants to service liquor, wine
and beer to patrons. 

Any new business getting an
on-sale liquor, wine or beer li-
cense is supposed to serve food
with alcohol.  But that caveat has
raised questions among neighbors
of problem establishments, who
point out that under state law
what is defined as food can a bowl
of nuts or pretzels and not a full
meal. The food sales are measured
by the city during compliance
checks or stings, or by looking at
the gross annual receipts. Retain-
ing an on-sale liquor, beer or wine
license means sales have to at least
60 percent for food.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 16



By DEBORAH BROTZ 
Longtime Minnesota Capitol

photographer Sarah Stacke always
wondered what the neighborhood
around the Capitol was really like.
After shooting pictures of legisla-
tors and the Capitol Rotunda over
the past four years, she finally got
the opportunity to shoot pictures
of people and businesses in St.
Paul’s North End.

Stacke was awarded an artist
grant by OverExposure to record
the North End as part of the sec-
ond phase of “What’s New.”

“What’s New” is a three-year
photography project to artistically
document the changing demo-
graphics and challenges currently
facing Twin Cities neighborhoods.
OverExposure, a non-profit media
arts organization whose mission is
to create photography projects
that build community, initiated
“What’s New” in 2007. OverExpo-
sure creates partnerships between
tax-exempt non-profits whose
budget precludes media expenses
and photographers on theme spe-
cific photography projects. 

Stacke was one of four artists
who received a $5,000 grant to
work with and record over 30
neighborhoods last summer. St.
Paul’s community partners for
Stacke are District 6 Planning
Council and Sparc.

Among the photos Stacke
shot are: Jerry Born, owner of
Born’s Bar, at 899 Rice St., casually
dressed in jeans and a green V-
neck T-shirt sitting on a bar stool
in front of  his bar with liquor
bottles in the background. Sophia
Vang, manager of Kathy’s Live Bait,
at 1239 Rice St., smiling as she
scoops small fish out of  water
with a mesh wire basket. Rezza
Ghassemlou, owner of Angel Shoe
Repair & Tailoring, at 1138 Rice

St., sitting
at a black
s e w i n g
m a c h i n e
holding a
work boot
with an-
other large
green ma-
chine and a
peg board
of hanging
shoelaces in the background.

Stacke chose the North End
along with seven other neighbor-
hoods to photograph.

“When I chose the North
End, I didn’t know much about
the area except that it’s very close
to the Capitol, where I work as a
photographer during the legisla-
tive session,” she said. “I was curi-
ous what the communities were
like that surrounded the Capitol.
I’ve spent so much time in the
area but never really looked
around.”

Through places of interaction
like Wingspan Life Resources,
Ron’s Bar, Kathy’s (Gimp’s) Bait
Shop, Double Dragon Foods,
South China Island Inn, and
Born’s Bar, Stacke has been able
to identify characteristics of North
End.

“The North End feels like a
small town to me,” she said. 

Too difficult to explain in
words, Stacke’s style is evident in
her photos.

“I really just try to create a
compelling and well-composed
image,” she said. “My goal is not
to chronicle sensational subjects,
but to capture the intricacies, dig-
nity and beauty of life.”

Stacke hopes her photos will
move people.

“I hope my photography en-
ables others to think about the

world in a different light, or at
least introduce a new person,
place or issue into the viewer’s
conscious,” she said. 

Stacke says a lot of people
have made her feel very welcome
in the North End.

“Photographing in the North
End is fascinating because of the
diversity,” she said. “There is so
much to explore there that I think
I could spend months photo-
graphing there.”

Growing up in Edina, Stacke
took her first pictures when she
was a child.

“I didn’t have my own cam-
era as a child, but I could always
use my dad’s,” she said. “I re-
member trying to load the film in
my dad’s camera and learning
how to rewind it. I got my first
camera when I was a senior in
high school.”

Having majored in anthro-
pology, Stacke chose to pursue
photography because she felt the
two worked well together and
photography, for her, is the best
way to learn about a community.

“One of the main goals of my
photographic career is to photo-
graph for non-profits and the
communities they serve,” she
said. “It’s important to me to con-
tribute something to the world,
and one way to do that is to help
the people who have created or-
ganizations that facilitate helping
others.”

Sparc, a non-profit commu-
nity development corporation,
became a community partner
with a photographer to take pic-
tures of the North End and South
Como neighborhoods with a spe-
cial focus on Rice Street mer-
chants.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 14
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We’ll make your payments

Former Capitol photographer
turns lens on North End

Sarah Stacke

Sarah Stacke’s photos vividly portray the people and businesses of the North
End. (Photo by Sarah Stacke)

Jerry Born, owner of Born’s Bar, at 899 Rice St., poses for Sarah Stacke
while sitting on a bar stool. (Photo by Sarah Stacke)

Photographer Sarah Stacke said that many folks, such as the man above,
made her feel comfortable. (Photo by Sarah Stacke)



By JANE MCCLURE
Looking for 38 E. Geranium

St.? Don’t draw a blank – just look
for the house with no visible
house numbers, no windows, and
no door. In short, look for a blank
wall facing the street. 

Placement of the manufac-
tured house on a vacant lot last fall
sparked outrage in the North End
and a push for St. Paul to adopt
regulations for new single-family
and duplex housing. The St. Paul
City Council could finalize interim
regulations Feb. 11, following a
Feb. 4 public hearing. Permanent
regulations would be then be de-
veloped by the Planning Commis-
sion and adopted by the City
Council later this year.

The interim measures in
place, which were implemented in
January, require all new single-
family and duplex construction to
have a site plan review. Previously
these homes only required more
review if a variance to zoning regu-
lations is sought. Otherwise, only
city building permits were re-
quired.

Permanent regulations would
include the site plan review re-
quirement, as well as requirements
meant to compel new dwellings to
fit into an existing neighborhood.
That wasn’t the case for 38 E. Gera-
nium, which was simply issued a
building permit and plopped into
place.

While neighbors are glad that
such placement of houses isn’t
likely to happen again, they fear
that they are stuck looking at a
blank wall for a long time. Mem-
bers of Tri-Area Block Club, who
have been lobbying for infill de-
sign guidelines for the past few
years, are wondering why it took a
high-profile incident to get their
concerns addressed. District 6 and
Sparc have had infill housing
guidelines since 2005, when a
house was placed sideways on
Magnolia near Rice Street. The city
eventually forced that property
owner to install a window facing
the street.

The Geranium house irks
neighbors and the North End Ele-
mentary school community. Some

note that at a time when the
school is trying to attract new fam-
ilies, having what they see as an
unattractive house across the street
isn’t helpful.

“It may be a perfectly fine
house but they put it on the lot
sideways,” said District 6 Land Use
Task Force Chairperson Jeff
Martens.

Other neighborhood resi-
dents note that house siding does-
n’t match. Because the house takes
up most of the lot, even placement
of sidewalks could be challenging.

The push to regulate infill
housing comes as the city deals
with a record number of vacant
buildings. As many of those are
torn down there is concern that
developers will buy the lots and
put in cheap, poorly designed
housing. Other houses have also
been placed on lots sideways. In

other cases, large houses have been
built on too-small lots, crowding
neighboring properties and caus-
ing water runoff problems.

Ideas that the Tri-Area Block
Club are raising for the interim
and permanent ordinances in-
clude:

*If a house is demolished and
a lot is less than 40 feet wide, it
should be considered an unbuild-
able lot. It could be sold to a
neighboring property owner or
used as green space or community
garden space.

*Infill housing should be re-
quired to go through a site plan re-
view, to address such issues as wa-
ter runoff and drainage, blocking
light and air flow of neighbors,
noise issues, percentage of lot cov-
erage and the impact on future ac-
cess for repairs to neighboring
homes. One new house in the
1300 block of Rice Street is so
large; neighbors question how ad-
jacent property owners would ac-
cess their roofs or exterior walls if

repairs are needed.
*New houses need to be set

back from property lines, with
placement of adjacent homes in
mind.

The ordinance and request for
a study comes from council mem-
bers Melvin Carter III, Dave
Thune, Russ Stark and Lee Helgen.
All represent areas of the city
where homes have been con-
demned and torn down recently.
In many cases that has left small
lots. As those lots are developed
with new housing, city officials are
hearing complaints about houses
that are too large for the lots or
that don’t fit into the surrounding
neighborhood.

Infill housing guidelines have
been discussed for several months,
said Helgen. The push for the ordi-
nance was renewed after the Gera-
nium house drew attention.

The council is asking the Plan-
ning Commission to study the in-
fill housing issue and come up
with a set of guidelines for new
single-family and duplex homes.

Helgen said infill houses need
doors and windows facing the
street, as well as setbacks that
match other houses in an area.

“They are just as ugly as can
be,” said Ward Six Council Mem-
ber Dan Bostrom of the homes
he’s seen placed on infill lots.
“They just don’t fit into the sur-
rounding neighborhoods.”

The city has faced similar
problems over the years. More
than a decade ago Summit-Univer-
sity neighborhood residents
protested when a manufactured
home was placed sideways on a lot
in that neighborhood. Years later
the home was moved elsewhere af-
ter the city bought the lot. The
property was sold to Habitat for
Humanity and a new house built.
But at this time the city has fewer
resources for such purchases.
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ADVERTISE!

‘Sideways house’ in North End 
sparks hot controversy

“If a house is demolished and a lot is less than 40 feet wide, it
should be considered an unbuildable lot.”

- District 6 Land Use Task Force Chair Jeff Martens



By JAN WILLMS
Valentine’s Day, and thoughts

turn to romance. What better way
to celebrate than attending a
bridal fair?

The Goodwill Bridal Show-
case opens at 9 a.m. Saturday, Feb.
21, at 553 Fairview Ave. N. in the
main office building, next to the
Goodwill retail store.

“The weekend after Valen-
tine’s Day, there are many newly
engaged couples,” said Kristen
Hirsch Montag, marketing com-
munications manager for Good-
will-Easter Seals. “This sale is an
opportunity for everyone to come
in and see everything we have at
once.”

The sale, which continues un-
til 3 p.m., features wedding
gowns, bridesmaid and mother-
of-the-bride dresses, and special
occasion dresses.

Two thousand new or gently
used dresses will be on sale, with
wedding gowns starting at $99.

“We receive individual dona-
tions at the stores,” said Sherry
Mattfield, field merchandise man-
ager for the retail stores. There are
18 Goodwill retail stores located
in Minnesota. Most are in the
Metro area, but stores are also in
Rochester, Hastings, St. Cloud and

Willmar.
“We thought the chances of

someone finding the right dress in
one store were very nil, so we de-
cided to have them all sent here,”
Mattfield said. She said the stores
saved donated dresses from indi-
viduals and then sent them to her.

“We have about a million dol-
lar value in dresses of all kinds,”
Mattfield said. “We also contacted
bridal shops and asked for dona-
tions.”

“A lot of bridal shops need to
clear out the season’s gowns,”
Montag added. “It’s a tax write-off
for them, and it helps us out.”

She said one dozen dresses,
ranging in value from $5,000 to
$9,500, will be sold through a
silent auction. Those are mostly
donated through bridal stores.

“A former Miss America do-
nated all her gowns, we have one
anonymous donor, and several
shops as well as individuals,” Mat-
tfield said.

“What’s really unique about
this is that it is not just a bridal
gown sale,” said Mattfield. “We
will have wedding musicians play-
ing, and wedding cake will be
served as refreshments.” 

The free event also includes

vendors, such as musicians, cater-
ers, alteration seamstresses and
dry cleaners on site. 

“We encourage people to
wear a body suit or swimsuit, so
they can try the gowns on,” Mon-
tag said. “There will be communi-
ty dressing rooms.”

Mattfield said the wedding
gown sizes can be misleading, and
she recommends customers try on
the gowns. 

“We have a wide array of
sizes, from 6 to 24,” she said. She
said wedding gowns are usually
European sized, and a larger-sized
wedding dress is usually required.

Montag said that a customer
can be shown how a slight alter-
ation might make the dress fit per-
fectly, also. 

“We want everyone to leave

with a dress they like that fits,” she
said.

The event was first held last
year about the same time, and 200
dresses were offered, with 424
people in attendance. This year,
with 2,000 dresses, the event has
greatly increased in scope.

“Some men attend, wanting
to see what their fiancée’s dress
will look like,” she said. “And a lot
of people bring mothers and
friends along to let them know
how they look in the gowns.”

Montag said that although
the economy is not the reason for
the bridal showcase, thrift stores in
general are seeing an increase in
customers. 

“The green movement plays
into it as well,” she said. “Many
people are into recycling clothes.

And shopping at Goodwill, you
find very nice, clean and friendly
stores.”

She said that the profits from
the sale will go right back into
Goodwill’s programs, which in-
clude training and workforce de-
velopment. 

“Eighty-four cents out of every
dollar goes back into our pro-
grams,” she said. 

Mattfield, who said the ener-
gy level last year was so high, is
anticipating an even bigger event
this year. 

Although the sale starts at 9,
she encourages people to come
later in the day, also. 

“We will be feeding the racks
with dresses all during the day,”
she said. Free parking is available.

“A lot of the dresses will also
be appropriate for proms,” Mon-
tag said, “which are just around
the corner.” 
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Goodwill Bridal
Showcase fills
need for romance,
pocketbook

The Goodwill Bridal Showcase opens at 9 a.m. Saturday, Feb. 21, at 553 Fairview Ave. N. in the main office build-
ing, next to the Goodwill retail store. (Photo by Denis Jeong Plaster)



Two Hamline Midway businesses
were awarded mini-grants for im-
provements that would inten-
tionally make their space more
welcoming to families and chil-
dren. Fusion Salon at 712 N.
Snelling added a children’s mag-
azine subscription and a lap desk
for the waiting area as well as a
step stool for the sink in the rest-
room. Ginkgo Coffeehouse at
721 N. Snelling added a magnet-
ic chalkboard wall and a child-
sized coffee bar to their chil-
dren’s area.  The coffee bar was
custom built by a neighborhood
resident and wood craftsman,
Steve Vadnais.  

“We have always had a chil-
dren’s area, but I could not have

made these improvements with-
out the mini-grant,” said Kathy
Sundberg, owner of Ginkgo Cof-
feehouse. In addition to the mi-
ni-grant funds, business owners
also received materials to share
with employees about ways phys-
ical factors or personal interac-
tions can influence a difficult sit-
uation with families.  

The mini-grant was funded
through the Leadership in Sup-
port of Neighborhood (LISN)
program and was part of Lend-A-
Hand: The Wakanheza Project, a
neighborhood project meant to
decrease family violence.
Throughout 2008, Lend-A-Hand:
The Wakanheza Project gave pre-
sentations at Zion Lutheran

Church and Hamline United
Methodist Church, Galtier Early
Childhood Education (ECFE)
parent classes and to area busi-
ness leaders. The Wakanheza
Project has been developed and
led by The Initiative for Peaceful
Families and Communities in
Ramsey County.  The materials
presented simple yet intentional
ways individuals can be support-
ive to the families and children
we encounter in our daily lives. 
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The Best Steak House
Greek Family Restaurant 35 years in St. Paul

860 University Avenue
651-228-0310

Chopped Sirloin & 4 Jumbo Shrimp
Includes • Baked Potato
• 2 Texas Toast • Salad

* * * * * * * * New Everyday Special * * * * * * * *
$695

Wakanheza Project awards
two mini-grants to Hamline
Midway businesses

New child sized coffee bar, custom built by neighborhood resident and wood
craftsman, Steve Vadnais.

New magnetic chalkboard wall and seating area at Ginkgo Coffeehouse.
New child sized coffee bar, custom built by neighborhood resident and wood
craftsman, Steve Vadnais.



Health Care 
Directive Workshop
Who will make the important
end-of-life decisions for you? For
your loved ones? A workshop on
Advanced Directives for Health
Care will be held on February 19,
Thursday, from 1:30 to 3 p.m. in
the lounge of Jehovah Lutheran
Church, corner of Snelling and
Thomas. The Advanced Directive
forms will be available, and each
question in the directive will be
addressed by health care profes-
sionals. Individuals can ask ques-
tions in a relaxed conversation
format. If you already have such a
document and would like help
filling it in, bring it with you. The
workshop is free; refreshments
will be served by the Human Care
team of Jehovah. Community
members are invited to come and
bring their concerns and ques-
tions about this very important
issue. Call Lydia Volz at 651-644-
7241 for more information.
Please enter the church through
the double doors at 1566 Thomas
Avenue. Parking is available in
the lot east of the church. More
at www.jehovahlutheran.org.

Bethel Lutheran to host
money management
classes
Qualifying participants eligible
for matched savings program.
Bethel Lutheran Church, 670 W.
Wheelock Parkway, will host a se-
ries of six weekly money manage-
ment classes beginning Friday,
Feb. 27. The classes will be led by
staff from Lutheran Social Service
of Minnesota Financial Counsel-
ing and the Eastside Financial
Center. 

The classes, which are free of
charge to participants, cover is-
sues such as budgeting, debt re-
duction, asset building, credit
ratings, consumer production,
employment issues and individ-
ual development accounts. 

In addition to classes, Bethel
Lutheran members serve partici-
pants a meal (funded by a grant
from the Lutheran Immigration
and Refugee Service and Wheat
Ridge Ministries), provide child-
care for participants—children
(infants through eighth grade),
and serve as class mentors. 

At the successful conclusion
of the weekly classes, qualifying
participants may be eligible to
participate in the “Payne-Phalen
Saves 3:1” program at the East-
side Financial Center. This pro-
gram enables low- to moderate-
income individuals and families
to have their savings matched on
a three-to-one basis for the first-
time purchase of a house, for
post-secondary education or for
the development of a small busi-
ness. Every dollar a qualifying in-
dividual saves—up to a maxi-
mum of $1,333—will be

matched with three dollars from
Thrivent Financial and the Feder-
al Government, up to a com-
bined total of $5,333. Partici-
pants can remain in the program
from six to 24 months.

For more information, con-
tact 651-488-6681 or visit
www.bethelstpaul.com

District 6 North End/South
Como Block Clubs
Block clubs are a great way to get
to you know your neighbors and
your community. Strong block
clubs are a great crime preven-
tion tool and can provide much
needed resources for dealing
with community issues. Block
club events are fun, easy, and
worthwhile, and a great means to
connect our community!

We encourage the formation
of block clubs and have many re-
sources to help out with their
creation and making them fun,
helpful and successful.

For assistance or ideas,
please call or email: Marisa,
Community Coordinator at Dis-
trict 6, 651-488-7684,
cc@qwestoffice.net

District 6 Planning Council’s
Annual Meeting and Elections will
be April 6. If you are interested in
running for Board seat, please
contact our office at 651-488-4485
or district6@qwestoffice.net.
More detailed information con-
cerning the meeting and elections
can be found on our website:
www.district6stpaul.org

Turkey Dinner at 
North Emanuel
Turkey Dinner Fundraiser North
Emanuel Church, 301 Hatch Ave.,
will have a turkey dinner on
Valentine’s Day, Feb. 14th, from 4
to 7 p.m. Tickets are available at
the door. Adults $8 and children
ages 4-11 are $4. Don’t miss the
silent auction and Sunday School
boutique. North Emanuel is
located 5 blocks west of Rice St.
and one block north of  Front.

Five Wishes Workshop
February 19 at Jehovah
Who will make important end-of-
life decisions for you? You can
have a say in making these deci-
sions now by preparing a legal
directive. A workshop on
Advanced Directives for Health
Care will be held on February 19,
Thursday, from 1:30 to 3 p.m. in
the lounge of Jehovah Lutheran
Church, corner of Snelling and
Thomas. The forms (Five Wishes
and one other type) will be avail-
able and explained by health care
professionals who will also answer
questions and help individuals fill
out forms if desired. If you already
have such a document and would
like help with it, please bring it

with you. The workshop is free;
refreshments will be served by the
Human Care team of Jehovah.
Community members are warmly
invited. Call Lydia Volz at 651-
655-7241 for more information.
Please enter the church through
the double doors at 1566 Thomas
Avenue. Parking is available in the
lot east of the church. More at
www.jehovahlutheran.org

Ash Wednesday Services
Ash Wednesday (February 25)
Services with the imposition of
ashes will be held at Jehovah
Lutheran Church, 1566 Thomas
Avenue, at 11 a.m. and 6:30 p.m.
Lenten services will be held on
the following five Wednesdays at
the same times. Please enter at
the Thomas Avenue door.

Tax Help at Jehovah
Community members needing
assistance in preparing their 2008
tax returns will find help
Mondays and Fridays from 10
a.m. to 2 p.m. at Jehovah
Lutheran Church. Trained AARP
tax volunteers are receiving
clients on a “walk-in” (no
appointments) basis in the fel-
lowship hall of the church. Enter
through the double doors at
1566 Thomas Avenue and follow
the signs.

St. Cecilia’s to host 
annual parish dinner
The Church of St. Cecilia invites
friends and neighbors to its an-
nual dinner on Sunday, March 1,
from 11:30 a.m. to 3 p.m. in the
church basement. The dinner fea-
tures roast turkey and all the
trimmings. Tickets for the dinner
cost $8; children age 8 and under
eat for free.

The ever-popular raffle is
back. Prizes include Cub gift
cards valued at $500, $300 and
$100; and Target gift cards valued
at $400 and $200.

This year’s silent auction will
include tickets to area theaters,
sporting events and outdoor at-
tractions, theme baskets, various
services and gift certificates for
many local businesses and fine
restaurants.

The Church of Cecilia is
located east of Highway 280 at
2357 Bayless Place, just north of
the intersection of University and
Cromwell Avenues.

Friendly exercise series
begins February 17
A Joint Friendly exercise series
will begin February 17 and run
each Tuesday and Thursday for 8
weeks from 1- 2 p.m. at 1514
Englewood Avenue. There is no
charge for the classes. Instructors
will follow guidelines developed

by the MN Arthritis Foundation.
Please call the office of Hamline
Midway Elders Living at
Home/Block Nurse Program to
register 651- 209-6542.

Technology topic 
of March luncheon
“Modern Technology is Nothing
to Fear!” will be the topic at a
luncheon for HM seniors on
March 10 beginning at 11:30 a.m.
at 1415 Englewood Avenue.  A
representative from Best Buy will
be on hand to answer any ques-
tion related to new technology
and devices.  A free will donation
is asked for the meal.  Call the
office of Hamline Midway Elders
651-209-6542 to make reserva-
tions or request free transporta-
tion.   A If you are a senior, care-
giver or neighbor and would like
information about our services or
volunteer opportunities, visit
www.blocknurse.org. 

Heart of Winter Chili Feed
Warm up with God, neighbors,
and delicious chili. Sunday, Feb.
15th  at  Zion Lutheran Church
1697 Lafond Ave. Free will offer-
ing accepted Worship at 10 a.m.
Chili Feed at 11 a.m. Sponsored
by Zion Men’s Club.

Activities at 
Rice Street Library
The Rice Street Branch Library
has many programs and activities
planned for February. Please stop
in and join us!

Family story times will be of-
fered on Tuesdays and Fri-
days from 10:30 - 11:00. Join Rice
Street’s storytelling experts for
stories, finger plays, rhymes, and
songs. All ages welcome.

A Bilingual Spanish-English
story time will be offered on Fri-
day Jan 16 from 10:30-11:00.  

Saturday Movie Mati-
nees will be shown every Satur-
day at 2:00. Please stop in or call
the library at 651-558-2223 to
learn which movie will be shown
each week.

Teens in Action will meet on
Tuesdays from 4:15 -5:15. Get
involved, get connected! Camp-
fire Teens in Action hosts activi-
ties that help you make your
community better. Ages 12 & up.

Teen Time will be offered
Wednesdays from 3:30-5:00. Join
us for a rotating roster of activi-
ties each Wednesday! Book clubs,
board games, video games, &
crafts are just a few of the activi-
ties teens can do. 

The Runescape Club will
meet on Thursdays from 3:30-
5:00. Each week it’s nothin’ but
Runescape. Bring your friends!

Senior Social Time will be
offered on Thursdays from 1:00-
2:00. Join us for a Valentine Tea
on Feb 12, Bingo on Feb 19,

Scrabble on Feb 26 and Wii for
Adults on March 5.

The North End Book Club
will be discussing The Last Lec-
ture by Randy Pausch on Mon-
day February 23, from 12:45 -
2:30. . For more information or
to register, please call Sandy at
651-293-8811. This group is of-
fered in partnership with North
End Community Education.

Computer classes are offered
on Tuesday mornings from 10:15
– 12:15. For more information or
to register, please call Sandy at
651-293-8811. Classes are offered
in partnership with North End
Community Education.

Free Foreclosure Counseling
will be offered by the Saint
Paul Department of Planning
and Economic Development on
Wednesdays from 12:30-6:30. No
appointment is necessary.

The STARS Homework Help
Center is a quiet place for stu-
dents of all ages to work on
schoolwork.  If you need help
with homework or would like to
be a Homework Helper, please
visit STARS Monday through
Thursday from 3 p.m. - 7 p.m.

The Read with Me literacy
program is still accepting appli-
cations! If you know of a child in
1st, 2nd or 3rd grade who needs
help with reading or writing, or if
you would like to tutor a child in
the Read with Me program,
please visit any branch of the
Saint Paul Public Library to com-
plete an application or call 651-
266-7437 for more information

The Rice Street Library is
located at 1011 Rice Street
between Lawson and Hatch.
Hours are Monday, Wednesday,
Thursday, 12:30-9 p.m.; Tuesday
10 a.m.-9 p.m.; and Friday and
Saturday, 10 a.m.-5:30 p.m.  The
library will be closed Monday Feb
19 in observance of Presidents’
Day.

Creative Job Searching
for Older Adults
Creative Job Searching for Older
Adults will be offered 6:00 p.m.
to 7:30 p.m. Tuesday February 10
at the Rice Street Branch of the
Saint Paul Public Library. Kevin
Corcoran, Employment Consult-
ant with Goodwill-Easter Seals,
will discuss strategies and pro-
vide tips for adults over 50 who
are looking for a job. Please call
the Rice Street Branch Library to
register at 651-558-2223.

The Rice Street Library is lo-
cated at 1011 Rice Street, Saint
Paul, between Lawson and
Hatch. Hours are Monday,
Wednesday, Thursday, 12:30-9
p.m.; Tuesday 10 a.m.-9 p.m.;
and Friday and Saturday, 10 a.m.-
5:30 p.m. 

For more event information,
please contact 651-558-2223 or
visit www.sppl.org.                                  
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By JANE MCCLURE
Worries about parking along

University Avenue during Central
Corridor light rail construction
and after the line is built contin-
ue to be a focus for the street’s
small businesses. Needless to say,
many are eagerly awaiting the re-
lease of the city’s parking plan
later this month.

That plan will show many
ideas used as a package, accord-
ing to Craig Blakely, project man-
ager for St. Paul Planning and
Economic Development (PED).
It will be a plan developed on a
block-by-block basis with ideas
including more shared parking,
parking meters and more signage
to direct customers and delivery
vehicles. Residential permit park-
ing in adjacent neighborhoods is
also a possibility, to guard again
commuter park and ride issues.

More than 40 people attend-
ed a Jan. 29 University Avenue
Business Association (UABA)
meeting to hear an update on
parking and look at possible so-
lutions in other cities. The loss of
on-street parking to make way
for Central Corridor light rail is
significant and is a key concern
for University Avenue businesses.

University Avenue has 1,215
on-street parking spaces between

St. Paul’s Rice Street and 29th
Street in Minneapolis, according
to the latest count. The need to
add station platforms, turn lanes,
cross walks and other features
means that only 212 on-street
spaces would remain, an
83 percent loss. Many
blocks would lose all
on-street parking.
For businesses
without off-
street parking
of alley ac-
cess, that
means no
place for
deliveries
as well as
no con-
v e n i e n t
customer
parking.

A l -
t h o u g h
light rail
has been
discussed for
many years,
only in the last
year did more de-
tails about parking
become available.
“Slowly but surely much
of the on-street parking was
taken out of the plans,’ said Stark.

UABA’s ongoing survey of
business concerns indicates that
more than 90 percent of respon-
dents believe that small busi-

nesses need a stronger voice to
influence the decision-making
process. Seventy percent said
they do not believe that light rail
will expand their business op-
portunities. A similar number

said they don’t believe the
Metropolitan Council is

addressing their con-
cerns. About 50 per-

cent said they’d
been contacted by

M e t r o p o l i t a n
Council in the
last six
months. But a
similar num-
ber said they
hadn’t been
contac ted .
F i f t y - s i x
businesses
had re-
sponded to
the survey as

of late Febru-
ary.

P a r k i n g
emerged as the

highest-priority is-
sue for businesses,

with more than 80
percent ranking it high

on a high-medium-low pri-

ority scale. Property taxes topped
the 60 percent mark. That was
followed by financial support 
for businesses, crime and 
zoning regulations.

Survey responses are still be-
ing gathered this month. Busi-
nesses can contact Linda Winsor
at 651-641-0334 or lin-
da@universityavenuebiz.com

Business owners continue to
be frustrated by the loss of park-
ing, as well as what they see as a
fragmented and confusing Cen-
tral Corridor project structure.
The light rail line itself was ini-
tially planned by Ramsey Coun-
ty, then handed off to Metropoli-
tan Council. Metro Transit and
Minnesota Department of Trans-
portation (MnDOT) are also in-
volved. While the City of St. Paul
and Ramsey County have staff
working with the light rail proj-
ect team, the city’s responsibility
is focused on land use around
the line and parking.

That’s confusing for busi-
ness owners, said Jim Segal of
Ax-Man Surplus. “At some point
there should be one point of
contact.”

CONTINUED ON PAGE 13
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MILL-DIRECT CARPETS
1337 Rice St., St. Paul • 651-489-2272

Hours: M-Th 9-7, Fri. 9-5, Sat. 9-5

Shop & 
Save at

We Love to Beat 
Competitor’s  Prices

Carpet 
starting at

50¢ a sq. ft.
& up

Buy Today,
Install Tomorrow

Hamernick’s

ON
NOW

FEBRUARY
SALE

ALL CARPET &
VINYL PRICED

TO SELL!

w

SE

Hours: Mon.-Fri. 8am-9pm, Sat. 9am-7pm, Sun. 9am-5pm

1685 RICE ST., ROSEVILLE • 651-488-0251

For Your Sweetheart..... Fresh Flowers, 
Cards & Gifts, Candy & More

FREE
RED OR PINK SOLID 

MILK CHOCOLATE ROSE
WITH 91/2” STEM

With any $20.00 Gift Purchase
While Supplies Last

Setzer Pharmacy. Not good with any other offer 
1 coupon per customer, Expires 3/15/09

FREE
LIP PALM

With any Purchase
While Supplies Last

Setzer Pharmacy. Not good with any other offer 

1 coupon per customer, Expires 3/15/09

LEADER
ENTERIC ASPIRIN

$1.99
Adult Low Strength, Coated 120 Ct.

Compare to Bayer. Reg. $7.49
Limit 2, While Supplies Last

Setzer Pharmacy. Not good with any other offer 
1 coupon per customer, Expires 3/15/09

North Spirit Medical
February Specials

10% OFF
All Scooters,

Standard Wheel Chairs
& Wheel Chair Cushions

Expires 2/28/09

Valentines Day is 
Saturday, February 14th

FAX: 651-488-7517 • “YOUR LOCAL FAMILY OWNED PHARMACY SINCE 1956”

US Postal stamps available • Free Blood Pressure Check • Glucose Monitoring

489-2005
961 Rice St.

St. Paul NOW 
OPEN 

SUNDAYS

Monday-Thursday 11am to 9pm
Friday 11am to 10pm • Saturday 4pm to 10pm

Sundays 4pm to 9pm

Love-Italian Style!
It’s Our 36th Anniversary 

for Heart Shaped Pizzas on
Valentine’s Day Saturday

February 14th
For the Best Italian Food...

(Open at 3 p.m. Valentines Day)

University Avenue businesses await release of city’s parking plan



Governor’s
budget
Continued from page 1

“My town meeting will be
Feb. 28 at the Como Park Pavil-
ion,” Anderson said.

Taking a very different look at
the governor’s budget is Rep. Steve
Smith, (R-33A) Deputy Minority
Leader. 

“In order to see where one is,
you sometimes have to look in
the rearview mirror,” Smith said.
“Two years ago we had a $2.2 bil-
lion surplus.”

He said money was spent on
new programs, and in 2007 there
was a $935 million state budget
deficit. 

“All the reserves we had built
up were spent,” he said.

Smith said another problem
he saw with the last session was
that the “so-called gas tax” was
passed over the governor’s veto.
He said that raised taxes to $6.6
billion.

“The governor has three basic

thrusts to the budget,” Smith said.
“Job growth, education and pub-
lic safety.” 

These are areas Pawlenty
wants to maintain. Spending for
K-12 education would be in-
creased, but higher education
would take a hit. 

“Under the governor’s pro-
posal for big business, the Min-
nesota business tax rate would be
cut from 9.8 per cent to 4.8 per
cent, roughly in half,” Smith said.
“For small business, he wants to
provide exemption from capital
growth taxes. If we reduce busi-
ness taxes, it would allow busi-
nesses to bring in new jobs.”

Smith said that America is a
capitalist society, relying heavily
on private industry. 

“By cutting the business tax
in half, an employer can reinvest
in new equipment, provide higher
wages, return to the state or move
to the state for the first time.
Looking down the road, we hope
that by cutting taxes you will in-
crease business.”

Smith said Pawlenty also is
proposing to tie pay raises for

teachers to performances by stu-
dents. 

“For a growing work force, we
need educated children,” he said.

“I agree completely that we
should not cut public safety,”
Smith said. “The number one job
of government is to keep its citi-
zens safe. If you can’t get from
your home to school or work and
back again safely, nothing else re-
ally matters. It doesn’t matte how
good the roads are,” he said.

Smith added that keeping the
country safe does not just pertain
to maintaining the strength of po-
lice and fire departments. 

“We need to have a vigorous
judicial system, with enough
judges to handle the cases that
come in,” he said. 

Regarding health and human
services, Smith said that right now
670,000 Minnesotans are receiv-
ing some kind of public assis-
tance. “That’s about 20 per cent,”
he noted.

He said the governor propos-
es cutting medical assistance to
55,000 able-bodied and able-
minded adults with no children.

“Republicans would like to
have health care where the premi-
ums are affordable and the pa-
tient has more say,” Smith stated.
“We do not support universal
health care.”

He cited an example of going
into a restaurant where your
friend is about to buy you dinner.
You don’t check the prices, since
you won’t be paying for it.

He said that with health care,
as a consumer, you have the right
to know the cost. Or if your em-
ployer pays, he or she has the
right to know the cost.

Although transportation was
not a major concern in the pro-
posed budget, Smith said the
transportation bill last year raised
taxes to $6.6 billion.

“We were told this would
solve all our transportation prob-
lems and create 34,000 new jobs
in the process,” he said. 

As to whether some govern-
ment jobs could be consolidated
to save money, Smith said the is-
sue of consolidation would have
to come from department heads. 

“I don’t want to see the legis-
lature impose cuts on government
workers,” Smith said. “My person-
al viewpoint is that our state
workers are some of the best
workers in the country,” Smith
said. 

Although Anderson and
Smith look at the proposed bill
from very different perspectives,
one thing they agree on is not to
rely heavily on federal stimulus
funding.

“We can’t use the federal
stimulus to balance the budget,”
Anderson said. “It may help, but
it’s only for one year. It’s not a
long-term solution.”

“The federal stimulus is not a
done deal yet,” said Smith. “I
have heard it could be as high as
$3 billion or as low as $920 mil-
lion. To count on money coming
in to shore up the hole in our
budget doesn’t answer the ques-
tions of reform restructure and
cutting expense. It’s one-time
money and doesn’t address how
we got into this. It’s just a band-
aid.”

Sen. Ellen Anderson, Rep. Alice
Hausman, and Rep. John Lesch
will hold a town meeting on Sat-
urday, February 28, from 10:00
a.m. to Noon, at the Lakeside
Pavilion on Como Lake.  

The Midway neighborhood is
part of District 66B, which is rep-
resented by Sen. Anderson and
Rep. Hausman.  The North End is
part of District 66A, which is rep-
resented by Sen. Anderson and
Rep. Lesch.  The Como Park
neighborhood lies in both 66A
and 66B.

The legislators want to hear

the views of local residents on ed-
ucation, jobs and economic devel-
opment, health care, housing, en-
ergy and the environment, trans-
portation, taxes and other issues
affecting our area. 

In 2009, there is one issue
looming over all others:  Minneso-
ta faces a $5 billion gap between
expected revenues and currently-
scheduled expenditures over the
next two years.  Unlike the Fed-
eral government, which uses
deficit spending, Minnesota’s con-
stitution requires a balanced budg-
et.  Anderson, Hausman and Lesch

are interested in hearing con-
stituent views on how best to solve
this projected deficit.

The Pavilion on Como Lake
has adjacent parking (enter from
Lexington Avenue).  An elevator
inside the building goes to the
third floor, where the town meet-
ing will be held.  Coffee and food
are available for purchase on 
the ground floor.  For more infor-
mation regarding the 
town meetings, please call 
the office of Sen. Anderson at 
651-296-5537 or email her at
sen.ellen.anderson@senate.mn
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Ash Wednesday / Feb. 25th: 11:30 a.m. and 6:30 p.m.

Wednesdays in Lent 
March 4th - April 1st
Devotions at 11:00 a.m. and 6:30 p.m.
Soup served at 12 Noon and 5:30 p.m.

Sunday Mornings
9:00 and 10:30 Worship
9:00 Education Hour Pastor Bob Benke

Sen. Anderson, Rep. Hausman
& Rep. Lesch to hold town
meeting February 28

Sparc, a non-profit community
development corporation pres-
ents the 18th Annual Greater
Midway Home & Garden Show
at Crossroads Elementary
School, 543 Front Ave., (Front &
Dale). Visit expanded workshops
on bathroom remodeling, mak-
ing a rainbarrel, neighborhood
safety, shade gardening, saving
energy, pruning, and lead glass
windows! Exhibit Hall features
local home improvement con-
tractors/products, garden/land -
scaping experts, financing op-

tions, senior resources, “green”
remodeling options, and Q&A
with Ramsey County Master Gar-
deners. New! Free Foreclosure
Clinic, meet with certified coun-
selors and understand your op-
tions. Children’s Building Project
- (10-12 noon) build a wood
basket with Elpis Enterprises.
Workshops - 9 a.m.-2:30 p.m.,
Exhibit Hall - 10 a.m.-3 p.m.
Free admission and parking. 
651-488-1039. Find more details
at sparcignites.blogspot.com or
sparcweb.org.

18th Annual Greater 
Midway Home & Garden
Show, Sat., March 14th



Parking
plan
Continued from page 11

Businesses are also unhappy
that there still aren’t specific ideas
to offer businesses. 

“There’s been so much brain
damage on all of the issues,” Se-
gal said. “But no one has come
up with solutions.”

City officials said the unhap-
piness is understandable. Despite
all of the Metropolitan Council
outreach staff , city staff and com-
munity organizing, that can unin-
tentionally create barriers instead
of engaging people, said Carter.
“We definitively recognize that
what you’re saying is true.”

“I think it’s a fair criticism,”
said Stark. He said the upcoming
parking report should be a key
step in presenting possible solu-
tions.

But Stark also pointed out
that funding is a huge question
mark, at a time when the city and
state are slashing spending. The
$910 million Central Corridor
project budget includes no mon-
ey for parking mitigation. Nor is
there money for streetscape im-
provements. The streetscape
work, as well as much of the
parking mitigation, must be com-
pleted before the light rail line is
built.

The city is seeking funds
through the 2010-2011 Long-
Range Capital Improvement
Budget (CIB) process and
through a federal economic stim-
ulus package. Last month UABA
members met with state legisla-

tors to discuss their concerns
about parking and project plan-
ning.

The streetscape issues are an-
other looming concern. Stark
pointed out that city officials and
neighborhood groups postponed
streetscape improvements along
University for years, waiting for
decisions about light rail. “Now
the funding has gotten tighter
and tighter,” he said.

But Blakely said there may be
better news on the parking front,

once the plan is released. “At
about a year ago this time, we
were looking at a parking prob-
lem in capital letters,” he said.
Since then the city has been able
to define problems, area by area,
and pull together possible solu-
tions for each block. Those prob-
lems and solutions then need to
be looked at as part of an overall
system.

Some of the ideas proposed
have been controversial. City
Council members have pushed

for University Avenue to be re-
duced from four lanes of traffic to
two, so that on-street parking
could be saved. But John Maczko
of St. Paul Public Works said that
traffic volumes don’t allow for
that. Public Works is looking at
whether the number of vehicular
traffic lanes could be reduced
from four to two during non-
peak hours but that doesn’t ap-
pear to mesh with when some
businesses need parking the
most.

The group that met Jan. 29
viewed light rail line layouts from
San Francisco, Sacramento, Salt
Lake City and Portland, Oregon
to see if ideas from those cities
could be used here. But some of
the ideas won’t work for space
reasons, Maczko said. One sug-
gestion was that a seven-foot
parking lane be added. But
Maczko pointed out that the aver-
age delivery truck is 10 feet wide,
if measured side mirror to side
mirror.

The Rice Street Branch Library
has many programs and activi-
ties planned for February. Please
stop in and join us!

Family story times will be
offered on Tuesdays and
Fridays from 10:30 - 11:00. Join
Rice Street’s storytelling experts
for stories, finger plays, rhymes,
and songs. All ages welcome.

A Bilingual Spanish-English
story time will be offered on Fri-
day Jan 16 from 10:30-11:00.  

Saturday Movie Mati-
nees will be shown every Satur-
day at 2:00. Please stop in or
call the library at 651-558-2223
to learn which movie will be
shown each week.

Teens in Action will meet
on Tuesdays from 4:15 -
5:15. Get involved, get connect-
ed! Campfire Teens in Action
hosts activities that help you
make your community better.
Ages 12 & up.

Teen Time will be offered
Wednesdays from 3:30-
5:00. Join us for a rotating roster
of activities each Wednesday!
Book clubs, board games, video
games, & crafts are just a few of
the activities teens can do. 

The Runescape Club will
meet on Thursdays from 3:30-
5:00. Each week it’s nothin’ but
Runescape. Bring your friends!

Senior Social Time will be

offered on Thursdays from 1:00-
2:00. Join us for a Valentine Tea
on Feb 12, Bingo on Feb 19,
Scrabble on Feb 26 and Wii for
Adults on March 5.

The North End Book Club
will be discussing The Last Lec-
ture by Randy Pausch on Mon-
day February 23, from 12:45 -
2:30. . For more information or
to register, please call Sandy at
651-293-8811. This group is of-
fered in partnership with North
End Community Education.

Computer classes are of-
fered on Tuesday mornings from
10:15 – 12:15. For more infor-
mation or to register, please call
Sandy at 651-293-8811. Classes

are offered in partnership with
North End Community Educa-
tion.

Free Foreclosure Counseling
will  be offered by the Saint
Paul Department of Planning
and Economic Development on
Wednesdays from 12:30-6:30.
No appointment is necessary.

The STARS Homework
Help Center is a quiet place for
students of all ages to work on
schoolwork.  If you need help
with homework or would like to
be a Homework Helper, please
visit STARS Monday through
Thursday from 3 p.m. - 7 p.m.

The Read with Me literacy
program is still accepting appli-

cations! If you know of a child
in 1st, 2nd or 3rd grade who
needs help with reading or writ-
ing, or if you would like to tutor
a child in the Read with Me pro-
gram, please visit any branch of
the Saint Paul Public Library to
complete an application or call
651-266-7437 for more infor-
mation

The Rice Street Library is lo-
cated at 1011 Rice Street between
Lawson and Hatch. Hours are
Monday, Wednesday, Thursday,
12:30-9 p.m.; Tuesday 10 a.m.-9
p.m.; and Friday and Saturday,
10 a.m.-5:30 p.m.  The library
will be closed Monday Feb 19 in
observance of Presidents’ Day.
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1514 Englewood Avenue – St. Paul 651-645-0667

SUNDAY WORSHIP SCHEDULE
8:00 AM Communion
9:30 AM Worship
9:45 AM Sunday School

10:30 AM Hospitality & Fellowship 
10:45 AM Youth Group
8:30 PM Compline (Service of Evening Prayer)

FEBRUARY 25
7:00 PM Ash Wednesday Service

h

Details on website:
www.hamlinechurch.org

February Activities at Rice Street Branch Library



Photographer
Continued from page 6

“The idea behind this project
was to document some of the
people and events that make this
neighborhood special,” said Alli-
son Sharkey, program manager
for Sparc. “We wanted to show-
case the pride that North Enders
have in their neighborhood, and
the pride that Rice Street business
owners have in their businesses.”

The mission of the “What’s
New” project is to artistically doc-
ument the changing demograph-
ics of Twin Cities neighborhoods.

“We hope that residents and
merchants of different back-
grounds will get to know each
other more after seeing each other
in the pictures,” said Sharkey.
“And we hope that community
members will commit to shop-
ping more with the merchants
right here in our neighborhood.
We’re also interested in attracting
more businesses and residents to
the neighborhood, so we want to
show that this is a committed
neighborhood that organizes fes-
tivals and arts events.”

Stacke’s photos vividly por-
tray the people and businesses of
the North End. 

“It’s exciting to see people I
know from the neighborhood in
the photos,” said Sharkey. “You
can see the pride that Rice Street
business owners have in their
businesses in these photos.”

Seeing the photos makes peo-
ple feel like they have visited the
North End.

“We think that people will be
excited to see people they know
from their neighborhood in these
photographs,” said Sharkey. “I al-
so think that people will say hi
and start up a conversation with
someone they haven’t met before
who they saw in the photos.”

Sparc recently received a
$14,865 Cultural STAR grant from
the City of St. Paul for the Lens on
the Community Project to bring
the photographs back to the
neighborhood. The grant will be
used to create an exhibit and ac-
tivities in the neighborhood,
which will take place in the fall of
2009. It will bring a multi-

pronged photography project to
the area, which has historically
been underserved by arts activities
or public art. Photographs of
community members will be
shown through a traveling exhibit,
an opening night event, poster-
sized color images mounted in
storefront windows, and market-
ing materials.

Sharkey says Sparc is very ex-
cited about the grant.

“The ‘What’s New’ project
created a series of photographs to
document the neighborhood,”
she said. “This next phase allows
us to bring those photos back to
the neighborhood and creates arts
programming. Dozens of artists
live in the neighborhood. This
will be the third year that a visual

arts event will be held on Rice
Street.”

Bringing these photos to the
neighborhood does several things.

“It provides opportunities for
neighborhood residents to experi-
ence art right here in the commu-
nity,” said Sharkey. “We can see
who is in our community, and the
photos may provoke new conver-
sations. This is also a way to show
other people outside the neigh-
borhood some of the interesting
people and places in the neigh-
borhood.”

District 6 Planning Council is
very pleased with the 10 photos
Stacke chose for their community.

“We are very happy with the
photographer’s work,” said Kerry
Antrim, District 6 Planning Coun-

cil executive director. “They’re very
good photos.”

Stacke hopes her photos for
the North End community will
help promote the community’s
mission.

“I hope the project will help
open doors and opportunities for
the people within the communi-
ty,” she said. “I also hope the proj-
ect will open lines of communica-
tion within the communities.”

A public exhibition of the
completed work, which reflects
the diversity both between and
within neighborhoods, is current-
ly being held through February
2009 at Minneapolis Central Li-
brary.

(Photos by Sarah Stacke)
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CHURCH OF ST. ANTHONY
Pastor: Fr. Tony Dinzeo
“A 21st Century Church”

Sunday Mass at 1:00 p.m.
Co-located in:

Hamline United Methodist Church
1514 Englewood Avenue

651-224-0617
Email: Tony.429@live.com
"An Old Catholic Community"

Classifieds 
$1 per word

Sarah Stacke's photos range from photos of the Winter Carnival queens to Sophia Vang, manager of Kathy’s Live Bait, at 1239 Rice St., smiling as she
scoops small fish out of water with a mesh wire basket. (Photos by Sarah Stacke)



Monitor Want Ads are now $1 per
word with a $10 minimum. Send
your remittance along with your ad
to Monitor Classifieds, Iris Park Place,
1885 University Avenue, Ste. #110, St.
Paul, MN 55104. Classifieds must be
prepaid via cash, check, or credit card.
Classified ads can be e-mailed to
denisw@aplacetoremember.com.
Want ads must be in the Monitor
before March 2 for the March 12
issue. Call 651-645-7045 for more
information. Your classified ad will
also be automatically placed on the
Monitor’s website at
www.MonitorSaintPaul.com

BATHROOMS
Bathroom/kitchens!! Basement
finishing. Bad water pressure?
Sinks, toilets and tub/surrounds,
etc. Ceramic tile. Basement bath-
rooms installed. Call 612-275-
9815. 2-09

Need a handyman?? Any job, big
or small plumbing? Electrical?
Remodeling? Decks? Etc. Call Dave
612-701-2272. Competitive prices!
5-09

BIRTH SERVICES
Lamaze childbirth preparation.
Because mothers never forget their
experience of giving birth.
Personalized, in-depth, confidence-
building classes. Elizabeth, 612-724-
4956, www.lamazeclasses.org. 2-09

BUY AND SELL
“**Wanted** HiFi Consoles, Old
Stereo Gear, Big Spkrs, Ham
Radios, homemade audio gear,
ETC. Need Not Work Andy 651-
329-0515. 7-09

Vintage 1900-1949 lights, house
hardware, doors, tubs, radiators,
etc. Also furniture hardware. 651-
644-9270. 20% off with ad. 6-09

HOUSECLEANING
Need a cleaning house service??
Call Francisco, 651-285-0416.
Good service. Reasonable rates.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 16
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Call Ed 651-224-3660 or Norm, 651-208-7294

BOILER SAFETY CHECKS & CLEANING
Check water levels, pressure relief valve and

clean if necessary. Checks recommended
weekly, and cleaning yearly. All Handyman

Services, Richard—Chief Boiler Licensed with
15 years experience. 651-274-0263. 

ALL HANDYMAN SERVICES
Clean Ups & Haul Aways.

Attics, Basements, Garages,
Yards, Tear Offs and Roofing.

We also do Demolishing & Repairs
CALL: 651-274-0263

HAR MAR LOCK & KEY
“We Solve Life’s Little Problems”

24 Hours A Day

651-636-8171
1551 W. LARPENTEUR AVE. ROSEVILLE, MN 55113

TSCHIDA BROS.
PLUMBING
• Remodeling &

Repairing
• Water Heaters
• Discount For Seniors

1036 FRONT AVE.,
LICENSED • BONDED

LIC. NO. 7212

651-488-2596

SNOW PLOWING
Lots - Alleys

Shoveling

GARY’S AUTOMOTIVE REPAIR

455 ATWATER ST. • ST. PAUL, MN 55117
651-776-9088 • 651-487-3659

MANAGER
GARY NIPPOLDT

ASST. MANAGER
GREG NIPPOLDT

• Tire Repair
• Tune-Ups
• Brakes
• Exhaust

• Oil Changes
• Air Conditioning
• Computer Diagnosis
• General Repair

TOTAL HOME
IMPROVEMENTS
Your Complete Contractor • Lic. #20095403

✓ Additions/Basements ✓ Decks/Porches
✓ Bathrooms/Kitchens ✓ Renovations
✓ Doors/Windows ✓ Roofing/Siding

Pictures & refs available

651-777-3911

Next deadline: March 2 

• Quality Flooring At
Exceptional Prices

• Professional
Installation

• “Stay At Home And
Shop” Convenience

• Residential and
Commercial

• Free Estimates651-964-9569

Floor
Covering



Classifieds
Continued from page 15

COMPUTER SERVICES
Joe’s Friendly Computer Help.
Home, business visits to help you
with computer trouble shooting,
maintenance, email, internet, net-
work, purchasing advice, upgrades,
set-up, tutoring, and more!
Computer experience since 1975.
Bachelor’s Degree, Computer
Science, University of MN.
Reasonable rates. Life-long Midway
resident. Contact: 651-528-1533,
joezastrow@hotmail.com. 2-09

ELECTRICAL
Need a handyman?? Any job, big
or small plumbing? Electrical?
Remodeling? Decks? Etc. Call
"Dynamo" Dave 612-701-2272.
Competitive prices! 5-09

EMPLOYMENT
Como Park Zoo and Conservatory
seeks summer Japanese Garden
guides Register Now, April training.
651-487-8287. 3-09

Looking for delivery carriers to
deliver the Monitor approximate-
ly 3 to 4 hours per month. Pay by
route. Also looking for contract
carriers for work two or three
times a week. Great for supple-
mental income! Call 763-432-
6047, ask for Lloyd. 12-09

HANDYMAN
Need a handyman?? One call does
it all. Any job, big or small. plumb-
ing? Electrical? Remodeling?
Keeping your major investment in
top condition doesn’t have to be
expensive. Call Dave 612-701-2272.
5-09

HAULING
Cleanups—all types and haul-
aways. No restrictions or limits. 15
years experience.  All Handyman
Services, Richard—651-274-0263,
651-373-6652. B-08

PAINTING
P a i n t i n g / R e p a i r —
Interior/Exterior. Best workman-
ship, price guaranteed. Insured.
651-699-2832. B-08

Painting – wallpaper removal.
Average 3 room paint job - $250.
Average house $650. Average
garage $250. Painter Jim 651-
698-0840. B-08

Interior/exterior painting, enam-
eling, plaster patching, free esti-
mates. Bob. 651-633-5565. 12-09

PSYCHIC READINGS
Experienced Psychic/Tarot
Readings. Individuals and events.
Local resident. Appointments
651-587-0046(Kathy). 11-09

PIANO TUNING
Quality piano tuning and repair.
Reasonable rates. Call Robert
Clough @ 612-722-7586 or e-
mail: robtclough@aol.com. 11-09

RENTALS
Retail/Office space for rent : On
bus route Easy access to light rail
Located at Minnehaha Ave and
42nd Street in S. Minneapolis.
Open to build out. 1st and 2nd
floor available. DSL/Fax/Copier.
Call Jim between 8am - 2pm
612-729-2316 or email
KRZ@NELSONELECTRICINC.C
OM. 2-09

1 BR Apt. $550/$300 dep.,
Como/Dale. 612-840-7962. 2-09

For Rent: 41xx 39th Ave. S.
3BR, 2BA, fncd yd, garage
$1250+dep+gas & elec
612-701-2272. 1-09

SERVICES
RAM Handyman Services LCC.
Good service, reasonable rates,
“no job too small.” Rich – 651-
485-9680 – or
www.ramhandyman.com. 6-09

Chimney Repairs – Phil Larson
Construction. Family business
since 1957. 612-414-4612. B-08

Need a handyman?? Any job, big
or small plumbing? Electrical?
Remodeling? Decks? Etc. Call
"Dynamo" Dave 612-701-2272.
Competitive prices! 5-09

Professional Exterior and Interior
Painting, wall repair and plaster-
ing; ceiling texturing, wallpaper-
hanging, moderate prices; free esti-
mates, licensed, bonded, insured;
Merriam Park Painting, 651-224-
3660, 651-552-2090. B-08

VACUUM CLEANER
Vacuum Cleaners: Sales, service
and supplies. Experts since 1952.
666 University @ Dale. 651-222-
6316. www.a-1vacuum.com 1-09

VOCAL LESSONS
Vocal/drama coach in the Como
neighborhood. Voice lessons for
music theatre and interpretation
technique. Florence Schaffer. 651-
488-2212. 3-09

WANTED TO BUY
Paying the most cash for your fur-
niture, dishes, glassware, knick-
nacks, costume jewelry, antiques,
pictures, lamps, household items
etc. I make housecalls. Call Mary
Anne 612-729-3110. 3-09
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BE YOUR OWN BOSS
The St. Paul Midway Menards store is looking

for an aggressive and responsible person
with a Class “A” CDL to Own and Operate
their own Delivery truck and deliver materials

out of our SUPER store.

This opportunity has Super Security with a
Growing company.

Don’t wait; this IS your opportunity of a 
lifetime!!

Call or Stop in and ask for Craig, Jeff or Joe
for more exciting information about the

GREAT opportunity!

St. Paul Midway Menards
2005 University

St. Paul, MN
651-632-5790

In a minute
Continued from page 5

Council members had post-
poned a decision on the ordi-
nance because of disagreements
about how the changes should be
implemented. Council members
Pat Harris and Russ Stark ques-
tioned the fairness of forcing
some existing beer and wine li-
cense holders to close at 1 a.m.
Harris said problems could be ad-
dressed through adverse action

processes and review of individual
business licenses. Or if a business
opts to close earlier, the permis-
sion to stay open until 2 a.m. is re-
scinded.

Other council members had
pushed for broader regulations.
Council members Dave Thune
and Lee Helgen said the business-
es that abuse their beer and wine
licenses cause considerable frustra-
tion for neighbors as well as city
officials.

- Compiled by Jane McClure


