
By JAN WILLMS
Surviving as an artist is not

easy in the best of times.
For artists and creative busi-

nesses along or near University
Avenue, the economic downturn
as well as the onset of light rail
transit is making the survival
even more difficult.

But for Lori Greene, the
owner of Mosaic on a Stick at
595 Snelling, the trick is to learn
how to turn lemons into lemon-
ade. In spite of traffic congestion
that has affected her sales, she is
reinventing her business and
planning to make a move in Oc-
tober to a bigger building just
across the street from her present
location.

She plans to move her busi-
ness of eight years into the Ham-
line Park Playground building.
Greene said the move has no
connection to construction traf-
fic, but is based upon her need
for more space.

“I need a place for people to
work, and where they feel like
they are invited,” Greene said.

She said that individuals of-
ten come in off the street and
work on a mosaic project.  “An-
other reason we’re popular is
that we are a neighborhood recy-
cling center,” Greene said. “Peo-
ple bring stuff in almost daily,
and they are really happy to have
a place to drop things off.”  

She is not denying that the
work around the light rail is
slowing business down.

“I have had people tell me
they are not coming because they
can’t deal with the traffic,” said
Greene.

“I live in the neighborhood,”
she said, “and I don’t drive down
Snelling.”

However, Greene is adding a
nonprofit, Urban Mosaic, to her
business and said the move is
necessary to accommodate the
things she will be doing. 

“More than anything, my
store is a community space, and
that part is not dying down,” she
claimed.  And with the nonprofit
aspect, she will be collaborating
with teens and teaching them
how to plan and make a living
working with art.

Concerns not only with the
congestion of construction but
with the possible uptick in costs
for studios and rentals along the
Central Corridor are worrying

business people and artists alike.
“I don’t think the rates will

go up right away, we first have to
see some growth,” Greene ex-
plained.  But she said higher costs
for studios and living spaces are
always a concern for people

working in the arts.
“Artists move into a neigh-

borhood and make it nice, then
get forced out.  People want to
move in. If it wasn’t for the Lega-
cy Amendment, (which funds an
array of arts programs), we would

not be doing well at all,” Greene
said. She said Minnesota has a lot
more for the arts than other
states, but when the economy is
bad, the arts are the first to go.

“I don’t think the arts get a
lot of respect,” Greene continued.
“But our neighborhood is espe-
cially arts-friendly, and I hope we
get more artists here.”

She said that in spite of the
construction problems, she is
very involved in a lot of projects.
This summer she is working on a
mosaic mural with teens as a
community project through a
participatory arts program called
COMPAS.  The work on the mu-
ral is being done at Mosaic on a
Stick, and when finished it will
be put on a wall at Canvas, a teen
art center located within the Han-
cock Rec Center at 1610 Hubbard
Ave.

“I’m doing a mosaic at Café
180 at University and Dale,”
Greene added. The restaurant, set
to open this fall, is training home-
less people to operate the busi-
ness. 
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New Como Pool opening makes a splash

Hamline Midway artists work on
turning lemons into lemonade
Snelling Avenue's Mosaic on a Stick plans move to Hamline Park Playground building…

Lori Greene, the owner of Mosaic on a Stick at 595 Snelling Avenue, is rein-
venting her business and planning to make a move in October to a bigger build-
ing just across the street from her present location. (Photo by Jan Willms)

The new Como Pool made a big splash in its opening weekend celebration June 9 as crowds jammed the new fa-
cility to cool off over an unusually warm weekend. The new $9 million facility features a 400-foot Lazy River
with single rider and double rider tubes, an Aquatic Zip Line, and a Diving Well featuring a 1-meter diving
board, two diving platforms, and an Aquatic Rock Climbing Wall. (Photos by Stefanie Berres)



Planning Commission
allows refugees at 
St. Bernard’s Church
St. Bernard’s Catholic Church
will be allowed to house refugees
in its rectory, as the result of a
vote June 1 by the St. Paul Plan-
ning Commission. The commis-
sion approved a conditional use
permit to allow as many as 26
adults and children to live in the
rectory, which has been vacant
for several years.

The decision is final unless it
is appealed to the St. Paul City
Council.

The District 6 (North End-
South Como) Land Use Task
Force recommended approval, al-
though the group did have some
concerns about the number of
people living at the property.
They asked that the housing be
for refugees only, a condition city
officials agreed with.

The rectory was built in

1939 and in the past housed sev-
eral priests. It has 5,600 square
feet of space on two stories, with
several one and two-bedroom
suites and 3.5 baths. For the past
few years, the remaining priest
has lived elsewhere and refugees
have lived in the rectory. Four
families are living there now.

It wasn’t until city officials
recently inspected the property
that the need for a conditional
use permit was pointed out.

Tom Flood is the parish’s
refugee coordinator. The rectory
residents get help with language
skills, school enrollment, job
placement and housing, and live
in the church building for as
long as 18 months before mov-
ing on. Flood said most want to
find permanent homes and stay
in the North End.

“These people are helping to
revitalize St. Bernard’s,” he said. It
makes more sense for such a large
rectory to be used to house fami-
lies, instead of just one person.

Council eases parking
requirements
This summer more St. Paul rest -
aurants will be able to seek wine,
beer and liquor licenses without
having to add off-street parking.
On a 5-1 May 23 vote the St.
Paul City Council eased its park-
ing requirements for restaurants
and bars. 

Other business owners, com-
munity groups and City Council
members continue to debate the
ordinance change’s impact. Ward
Two Council Member Dave
Thune, who cast the lone vote
against, said the changes are “a so-
lution in search of a problem.” He
said restaurants wanting to add al-
cohol could apply for parking
variances if there is a lack of on-
street parking available. 

But Ward Four Council
Member Russ Stark, who spon-
sored the ordinance, said it pro-
vides a compromise. He hears
from restaurant owners wanting
to add wine and beer, who can-
not meet the current parking re-

quirements. Stark said the ap-
proach taken provides flexibility
for businesses while also protect-
ing neighborhoods from noise
and behavior issues.

The restaurant and bar park-
ing changes were originally pro-
posed in 2010 as part of a city-
wide package of off-street park-
ing changes, but were laid over
for more study at the council’s
request. In June 2011 the Plan-
ning Commission asked that the
changes be considered again. 

Most community groups
support the changes, with Union
Park District Council, Highland
District Council’s Community
Development Committee, Ham-
line Midway Coalition, Grand
Avenue Business Association, St.
Paul Area Chamber of Com-
merce, Midway Chamber of
Commerce and the nonprofit
community development group
Sparc supporting the changes.
Summit Hill Association (SHA),
a few restaurant and bar owners
and several Grand Avenue area
residents oppose the changes. 
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By JANE MCCLURE
Projects along the Central

Corridor light rail line are among
those that shared $15.4 million
in Metropolitan Council grant
funding this spring. Seventeen
grants were awarded, for projects
in St. Paul, Minneapolis, Anoka,
Apple Valley, Eden Prairie, Hop-
kins, Minnetonka, Richfield and
St. Louis Park. The funds are for
projects along transit lines.
Grants range from $2.7 million
to $40,000.

The projects were chosen
from 28 applicants. Projects cho-
sen are along current and future
transit corridors, including North
star commuter rail line, Hi-
awatha light rail transit (LRT),
proposed Southwest Corridor
LRT, and bus rapid transit corri-
dors eyed for West Seventh Street,
Cedar Avenue and Interstate
35W. The grants are a new Metro-
politan Council Transit Oriented
Development (TOD) fund pro-
gram. 

“Investing in development
and job growth along corridors is
a council priority as we work to-
ward our goal of a 21st Century
transit system,” said Metropoli-
tan Council Chair Susan Haigh.
“As we continue to build out the
region’s transit system, we need
to ensure that transit and devel-
opment investments go hand-in-
hand. That will help to not only
ensure the success of transit in-
vestments, but also to improve

connections between home,
work and school so people can
get where they need to go.” 

Metropolitan Council indi-
cated that the $15.4 million will
help create about 1,000 construc-
tion jobs and another 1,000 full-
and part-time jobs, 1,246 hous-
ing units, and leverage nearly
$272 million more in other pub-
lic and private investment. The
investment could also increase
the market value of properties by
nearly $400 million. 

The St. Paul projects include

locations in the Iris Park, Ham-
line-Midway and Frogtown
neighborhoods. One of the most
high-profile projects would be at
Episcopal Homes, 1890 Universi-
ty Av., which received $2 million
from Metropolitan Council. The
property is the site of the former
Porky’s restaurant and is near the
planned Fairview LRT station.
The 1.2 acre site is now eyed for a
$32 million complex with 170
units of senior housing. This
would be broken down into
memory care, assisted and inde-

pendent living, with a number of
units set aside for low-income
residents. The project would also
include about 90 below-grade
parking spots as well as a small
1,300 square foot coffee shop
space on the main floor. 

Another project that received
a grant is at the site of Midway
Chevrolet, at the northeast cor-
ner of Hamline and University.
Project for Pride in Living would
use a $2.5 million grant to help
build two four-story buildings
next to the Hamline Avenue tran-

sit station. These buildings
would contain 13,000 square feet
of commercial space and 108
units of rental housing offered to
families earning 60 percent of
the area median income. It
would also include underground
parking and a small pocket park.
The project has an estimated cost
of $24 million. The council
funds would be used toward site
cleanup.

A third project, in Frogtown,
is at the Central Exchange site at
771-778 University Av. The proj-
ect received $979,100 to demol-
ish two old commercial and resi-
dential buildings and replace
them with 8,500 square feet of
commercial space on the ground
floor, 30 units of mixed-income
housing and underground park-
ing. The developer is Model
Cities Community Development
Corporation. The total project
has a cost of more than $2 mil-
lion.

The lone Central Corridor
project funded in Minneapolis is
in Prospect Park, where $2.7 mil-
lion was awarded to the City of
Minneapolis and Cornerstone
Group. A former sheet metal fab-
rication plant will be purchased,
torn down and redeveloped for
mixed-use, near the  Prospect
Park/29th Avenue LRT station.
This project would include 250
units of rental housing. The grant
would be used to gain site con-
trol and clean up the property.
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Projects along the Central Corridor light
rail line share $15.4 million in funding

Projects along the Central Corridor light rail line are among those that shared $15.4 million in Metropolitan Coun-
cil grant funding this spring. Seventeen grants were awarded, for projects in St. Paul, Minneapolis, Anoka, Apple
Valley, Eden Prairie, Hopkins, Minnetonka, Richfield and St. Louis Park. (Photo by Colette Mullenmaster)



Could you name each of the
people who live within a stone’s
throw of your home?  Do you
and your neighbors ever get to-
gether to get to know each other
and talk about mutual concerns?
Do you keep an eye on your
neighbor’s house when they are
on vacation?  We’re all so busy
today that it sometimes seems
like we each live in our own
world, and our neighbors live in
theirs, yet we all know that a
strong neighborhood requires a
strong community of neighbors.

To help bring neighbors to-
gether, the District 10 Communi-
ty Council in the Como Park
neighborhood helps facilitate the
creation of block clubs, led by
volunteer block club leaders.
Traditionally, block clubs were
groups of people who live on the

same block and joined together
to improve the quality of life in
their neighborhood. Initially,
block clubs were created across
the nation to address issues of
crime and safety.  Today, they
have grown into a larger role
where neighbors can get together,
meet each other, share informa-
tion, identify concerns, and act to
address those concerns.  

For many block clubs, the

annual National Night Out offers
the opportunity to take the time
to bring everyone together for a
cookout or potluck. Celebrated
this year on Tuesday, August 7,
National Night Out is a great way
to promote neighborhood spirit
and share issues of mutual con-
cern.  I always look forward to
National Night Out on my block
and the chance to renew old ac-
quaintances and meet new

neighbors.  The great food that
we share is a nice bonus, too!  As
Como Park block club leader Ted
Blank noted, “Whenever we have
a block event, we always have
close to 100% turnout.  People
really seem to appreciate an ex-
cuse to get together and chat.”

While the Como Park neigh-
borhood has over 70 active block
clubs, many blocks others do not
have one.  District 10 is actively

recruiting volunteer block club
leaders to fill in these gaps.
Block club leaders, with the sup-
port of District 10, welcome new
residents to the neighborhood,
coordinate block events, and
share important information with
neighbors, especially crime alerts.
District 10 provides quarterly
block club leader meetings, a
Google email group to share in-
formation and tips, and a variety
of useful information to share
with neighbors.  In addition, Dis-
trict 10 communicates crime alert
bulletins to block club leaders as
necessary.  If you are interested in
volunteering as a block club
leader, please contact the District
10 office at 651-644-3889 or
www.district10comopark.org.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 5

In 1974, the Federal Government
changed the Urban Policy
method of addressing municipal
and neighborhood concerns by
instituting the Housing and
Communities Development Act
of 1974; which allocated block
grant funds to local municipali-
ties. These funds were primarily
designated for physical improve-
ments to neighborhoods of low
to moderate income. Part of the
guidelines for the Community
Development Program indicated
there must be citizen participation
in determining where and how
federal funds were spent. In Saint
Paul Minnesota, this resulted in
dividing the city into seventeen
Citizen Participation Districts
where neighborhood organiza-
tions could provide resident in-
put.

Throughout the time from
1975 until present the District
Councils have evolved to address
a multitude of issues pertaining to
the unique neighborhoods of
Saint Paul, for example, housing,

land use, crime prevention, eco-
nomic development, neighbor-
hood long-term planning, em-
ployment and youth services to
name a few, all issues need citizen
input which is where the councils
have a voice. In a nutshell District
6 Planning Council takes the col-
lective thoughts of the neighbor-
hood and makes recommenda-
tions to the City on that input. 

“...participation is a process,
not a structure. The City has a re-
sponsibility to develop a process
that will ensure that everyone has
the opportunity to communicate
with City government, and further
that everyone is assured that they

will be heard. This process cannot
guarantee that there will always
be agreement nor is it a substitu-
tion of one level of government
for another or any other transfer
of power.” 

- Formal definition of com-
munity participation, as adopted
in 1975 by the Saint Paul City
Council. 

District 6 is governed by a
Board of Directors and to ensure
and promote participation Dis-
trict 6 is divided into five
“precincts” as well as having 5
District Wide Seats. The Board
meets the first Monday of the
month (except July and Decem-

ber) at 1414 North Saint Albans
beginning at 6:30 p.m.; the Land
Use Task Force meets the fourth
Tuesday of the month at the same
time and location. 

District Councils are an advi-
sory board to the City and our
Land Use Task Force makes rec-
ommendations to the City on all
uses of land, including but not
limited to; licensing, site plan re-
view, variances, conditional use
permits and modifications of
permits. While Land Use makes
the recommendations, one must
remember that some applica-
tions that are brought forth are
an allowable use under City

code. When that occurs, District
6 attempts to get applicants to
utilize design guidelines, fenc-
ing, buffering, times of opera-
tion, security and traffic mitiga-
tion to ensure that the neighbor-
hood is enjoying the same quali-
ty as before a development of
business comes in. There is a
balance of economic develop-
ment and neighborhood wants,
which at times is tricky. The
Land Use Task Force is made up
of residents who have attended
three consecutive meetings. If
you have met that then you may
be seated as a member. The Task
Force is a working committee
and if you are interested please
contact us at 651-488-4485.
Check out our agendas at
www.district6stpaul.org or call
the office before the day of the
meeting to see what’s on the
agenda. Also if you want to be
on our l ist  serve to receive 
information email us at dis-
trict6ed@dist6pc.org. Hope to
see you at a meeting! 
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District councils created to address neighborhood concerns

News from District 6

Block clubs strengthen community’s fabric

Como Council Corner
BY JON KNOX, BOARD CHAIR OF THE DISTRICT 10 COMO COMMUNITY COUNCIL 



By JANE MCCLURE
As work on the reconstruc-

tion of Rice Street and Maryland
Avenue wound down this spring,
plans began heating up for rede-
velopment at the southeast cor-
ner. The Rice Street Deli, 1200
Rice St., won a $1 million legal
settlement May 8 from the Ram-
sey County Board. Owner Bilal
Alsadi and his wife and business
partner Iman Akli will be able to
rebuild their deli, convenience
store and gas station with the set-
tlement.

But rebuilding required city
approval. On May 18, the couple
won a needed conditional use
permit from the St. Paul Plan-
ning Commission, despite con-
cerns raised by some neighbors
about the proximity of the new
business to their homes. Neigh-
bors are concerned about the
traffic, trash and foot traffic im-
pacts the business has on homes
to the south and east.

The actions are among the
last in the long process of re-
building Rice and Maryland that
has been discussed for many
years. Several property owners
lost part of their frontage along
Maryland. Two businesses, a
longtime barber shop and a bar,
were torn down. By early June
much of the work was done to
reopen the intersection. The
changes should make the inter-
section safer and reduce the
number of crashes there.

Maryland Avenue has been
reconstructed and has additional
left turn lanes. But this meant the
loss of about 20 feet of the busi-
ness property for Rice Street Deli.
The gas pumps, canopy and
building must be torn down and
rebuilt, triggering the need for a
new conditional use permit.

The permit also had to be
amended. A condition use per-
mit for a new auto convenience

market in St. Paul requires at
least 12,000 square feet; the land
lost to road construction means
the site is now 11,830 square feet.
The Planning Commission grant-
ed a variance for the project
along with the permit.

The property has been home
to various gas stations and later
convenience stores since at least
1940, according to city records.
The current Rice Street Deli has
gotten good reviews for its food.
But the loss of land due to the in-
tersection project sparked a
three-year legal fight between the
owners and the county. 

Both the legal settlement
and the conditional use permit
have sparked controversy. The
County Board vote was 6-1 with
Commissioner Tony Bennett in
opposition. Bennett questioned
the worth of the property and

wanted more time to look into
the matter. The settlement could
ultimately be covered by state
highway funds. 

Commissioner Janice
Rettman, who represents the
area, said it was better to settle
than to continue the legal fight

and keep running up costs.
County staff recommended ap-
proval of the settlement.

County property tax records
show the property market value
at $357,000. But the settlement
amount rose over the past few
years as the case went through a
court process and to a commis-
sion that considers condemna-
tion requests. The various legal
decisions were appealed before
both sides agreed to settle and
not go to trial. The settlement
will cover the business owners’
legal costs but does require them
to pay for new utility connec-
tions.

As for the conditional use
permit and rebuild business,
neighbor Dan Zangs spoke for
community members who live
south and east of the business. 

District 6 (North End-South
Como) Land Use Task Force rec-
ommended approval with several
conditions meant to address
neighborhood concerns about
enclosure of trash receptacles,
foot traffic behind the building,
light spillover into the neighbor-
hood, security cameras and street
egress.
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Como
Council
corner
Continued from page 4

Block clubs aren’t limited
only to people who live in
houses, either.  Many apartment
complexes in the neighborhood
don’t have active building clubs.
If you live in an apartment, I’d
especially urge you to consider
volunteering to create a building
club.  In many cases, the apart-

ment management is willing to
help out, and your neighbors
will really appreciate the chance
to meet each other and learn
more about safety and other
neighborhood issues.

Summer is a great time to
catch up with your neighbors,
but it also seems to be one of
the busiest times of the year.  I
encourage everyone to block out
a little time, on National Night
Out or any time, and have a
conversation with the people
who share your block.  Your
community will be the stronger
for it.

(Jon Knox, elected in 2009, is the
board chair of the District 10 Como
Community Council. The Como
Community Council serves an impor-
tant role in advising the City about is-
sues that directly affect residents in the
Como Park neighborhood. The Coun-
cil works with residents and commu-
nity partners to promote public safety,
maintain good housing, improve envi-
ronmental quality, foster a healthy
business climate and maintain a de-
sirable neighborhood. Board Members
are residents, business owners and vol-
unteers who dedicate their time to ed-
ucation and outreach in the commu-
nity. For more information, visit
www.district10comopark.org.)

Plans heat up for redevelopment at Rice and Maryland

As work on the reconstruction of Rice Street and Maryland Avenue wound down this spring, plans began heating up
for redevelopment at the southeast corner. The Rice Street Deli, 1200 Rice St., won a $1 million legal settlement
May 8 from the Ramsey County Board. (Photo by Stefanie Berres)



By JAN WILLMS
A concept that has been in

play for at least a couple of years
may be coming to fruition as the
St. Paul Port Authority recently
signed a purchase agreement with
Diamond Products in Lower-
town.

The $1.85 million purchase
of that site, which currently hous-
es an empty warehouse, would
provide the location for a new
Saints stadium. The current Saints
location at Midway Stadium will
be turned over to the Port Author-
ity, eventually torn down and the
spot designated for industrial use.

“The first trigger for this ex-
change is that the existing ball-
park has long since reached its
useful life,” said Louis Jambois,
president of the Port Authority.
He said St. Paul had expressed in-
terest in a replacement for the
Midway site, and a new location
was sought.

The Lowertown location, be-
tween the Farmers Market and
Lafayette Bridge, seemed like a per-
fect fit, according to Jambois. The
old Diamond Products/Gillette
warehouse has been empty for
some time.

“At one time they used to
make Suave shampoo in the base-

ment,” said Tom Collins, director
of marketing and communica-
tions for the Port Authority.

“You can still smell it down
there,” added Jambois.

“The ballpark’s total cost is
$54 million,” Jambois said. The
city and Saints organization are
planning to put up $27 million,
and the city has applied for a
grant for $27 million from the
Minnesota Department of Eco-
nomic Development (DEED) for

the non-city and non-team por-
tion of the project.

Jambois said that by spend-
ing $2 million of Port Authority
money to buy the Diamond Prod-
uct site, the city’s share of the cost
would be reduced. 

“We’re happy to acquisition a
new ballpark,” Jambois said. He
said it would be a positive move
for the city, and the Port Authority
would end up with a new site in
the middle of an existing rail de-

velopment.
“There is new housing in

Lowertown and several new enter-
tainment areas,” Jambois added.
He said the new stadium could
hold 7,000 people.

It would provide serious eco-
nomic benefit to downtown. He
said that after the old stadium,
which is showing its age, is torn
down, there would be about
200,000 square feet to redevelop. 

Collins said that experience
has shown you can usually count
on one new job per 1,000 square
feet, so a minimum of 200 new
jobs could be expected at the Mid-
way area. And construction jobs
would be plentiful at both sites.

There is no guarantee that
DEED will award the $27 million
to the city of St. Paul for this proj-
ect. 

“Competition for the grant
will be fierce, for sure,” Jambois
admitted. “But we have some real
positive aspects. We are ready to
proceed with the demolition of
the Diamond Products/Gillette
building. We can start in 2012.”

With competition through-
out the state for the $47.5 million
grant pool from DEED, Jambois
said the Port Authority and the
City intend to buy the property

regardless.
“The old Midway Stadium is

obsolete and deteriorating and
must be replaced,” he explained.
“The Lowertown site is still a bet-
ter place for a regional ballpark,
and the Midway site is still a bet-
ter place for an industrial develop-
ment. We are confident that
DEED will find our application
compelling.”

DEED Commissioner Mark
Phillips said the closing date for
grant applications is at 4:30 p.m.
on June 26. 

“We haven’t set a final date
for determination,” he said. “We
don’t know what kind of volume
we will get, so we don’t know
how long it will take to go
through all the applications.  The
matching funds criteria might
eliminate some.”

Phillips said it would take at
least six weeks for DEED to go
through all of the entries, so a de-
cision might be made by early Au-
gust. 

“A lot have expressed interest
in the grant,” Phillips said. “I am
assuming the City of St. Paul
would have a very competitive
proposal.”

CONTINUED ON PAGE 8
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1955 University Ave. (across from Menards on Prior)

Come visit us at our new headquarters!

Open: Mon - Thurs. 8 am - 8 pm, Fri and Sat. 8 am - 10 pm

Bring this coupon in for
15% off all wine.

Come visit us for

our Father’s Day

Specials!

(Coupon good thru June 30, 2012)

SAVE 5¢ 
per gallon
ON GAS

with coupon-limit one – thru 7/12/12 – at

CLARK ON RICE
Corner of Rice St.& Arlington

651-487-2932
Deli-Pop-Ice Cream-Propane-Money Orders-

Stamps-Check Cashing

COUPON

St. Paul Saints may likely ‘Play Ball’ in Lowertown

The current Saints location at Midway Stadium will be turned over the Port
Authority, eventually torn down and the spot designated for industrial use.
(Photo by Jan Willms)

ADVERTISE!



By DEBORAH BROTZ
Since December 2011, it

looked like the major hurdles for
a new Walgreens store at Lexing-
ton Parkway and Larpenteur Av-
enue had been jumped. But, re-
cently, things have changed. The
District 10 Land Use Committee
held a meeting on June 4 to dis-
cuss new proceedings in Semper
Development’s proposed redevel-
opment plan for a Walgreens
store at 1102 Larpenteur Ave., on
the southwest corner of Lexing-
ton Parkway and Larpenteur Av-
enue.

The St. Paul Planning Com-
mission had approved a Condi-
tional Use Permit on Nov. 22,
2011, to rezone 1105-1125 Cali-
fornia Avenue from R4 One-Fam-
ily Residential to B2 Community
Business. As a result of several
community meetings in 2011,

District 10 supported approval of
the Conditional Use Permit with
conditions. Among the condi-
tions the Planning Commission
placed on the Conditional Use
Permit request are that deliveries
shall not be made prior to 7 a.m.
or after 2 p.m. Another one is
that the drive-through window
must close by 10 p.m.

Now, Walgreens has request-
ed District 10 to consider modifi-
cations to the conditions noted
in the Conditional Use Permit.
The modification requests were
to extend the delivery hours to
5:30 a.m. to 2 p.m. from the ap-
proved 7 a.m. to 2 p.m. and to
remove the restriction on the
hours of operation of the drive-
through window. 

Kim Moon, Land Use Com-
mittee chair and District 10
board member, says Semper De-

velopment asked the Land Use
Committee on behalf of Wal-
greens to change their operating
hours and delivery hours from
what they already supported.

“At an hour and a half earli-
er, people are still sleeping and
getting ready for work, said
Moon. “7 a.m. is early enough.”

The Land Use Committee is
asking District 10 to write a letter
to the City Council about why
they want the hours to stay the
same.

“We decided this a year ago,
and we’re not changing our
mind,” he said.

MGM Liquor Warehouse,
which has sold its property at
1102 Larpenteur Ave. to Semper
Development about a month ago
and has now moved its business,

CONTINUED ON PAGE 8
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“I have been reviewing the sales num-
bers for my two St. Paul hardware
stores for the past year and I’m very
pleased to learn that sales are up quite
significantly. At the Dale Street store,
specifically, my sales are up 10% and I

attribute that to my monthly ad program in the
Midway/Como/North End Monitor. Thank you,
Monitor, for helping me boost sales!”

Kendall Crosby
Kendall’s Ace Hardware

“Sales are

up10%...
thanks, Monitor !”

Kendall Crosby’s 
son, Josh

Midway / Como / North End

www.MonitorSaintPaul.com

Denis Woulfe
651.917.4183
Denis@deRuyterNelson.com

Colette Mullenmaster
651.494.8047

Colette@deRuyterNelson.com

MONITOR ADS WORK FOR YOU!

Community sets new standards 
for new Walgreens store

Monitor in
a Minute
Continued from page 2

The city has a per-ward cap
on the number of on-sale liquor
licenses, so those could only be
added where licenses are available.
It’s expected that most requests
will be to add wine and beer to
menus.

Currently restaurants require
one off-street parking space for
every 100 to 125 square feet of to-
tal floor area. Additional parking
is required for beer, wine and
liquor licenses, based on floor
space. If a business has an enter-
tainment license, that ratchets up
the parking needs.

Under the changes, an estab-
lishment with wine, beer or liquor
that closes by midnight is a restau-
rant. Restaurants will need one
off-street parking space for every
400 square feet of gross floor area
in their establishment. That is the
same standard for restaurants that
don’t sell alcohol, and for the
city’s office and retail uses. 

A bar is defined as an estab-
lishment that serves alcohol past
midnight. Bars will need one off-
street parking space for every 150
square feet of floor area.

Council votes to hire law
firm in code dispute
St. Paul’s long and complex dis-
pute with landlords over property
code enforcement has taken an-
other turn. The St. Paul City Coun-
cil voted May 23 to hire the law
firms of Dickstein Shapiro and
Fredrikson & Byron to represent St.
Paul in the Magner versus Gal-
lagher case. The city is facing the
possibility of federal litigation.

The case was filed in 2004-
2005 by a group of about a dozen
landlords who said they were un-
fairly targeted for increased proper-
ty code enforcement. Some of the
properties were in the Hamline-
Midway and North End neighbor-
hoods. Magner refers to property
cod enforcement official Steve
Magner; Gallagher is landlord
Thomas Gallagher. The current
case is a consolation of several law-
suits. The cases were merged in
2008.

Because the group of land-
lords had many low-income, mi-
nority tenants, the landlords
claimed that the city’s actions
against them had what is known
legally as “disparate impact” and
reduced the amount of low-in-

come housing in St. Paul. City offi-
cials disagreed, saying that the
properties had numerous code vio-
lations and needed repairs. 

The Eighth U.S. Circuit Court
of Appeals found sufficient reasons
in the landlords’ arguments to al-
low a trial. The city appealed the
case to the U.S. Supreme Court but
withdrew the appeal in February at
the behest of many low-income
housing advocates and advocates
for minority groups including for-
mer Vice President Walter Mon-
dale, the NAACP and the ACLU. 

The concern was that the
Supreme Court, which leans con-
servative, could have made a ruling
that would reduce protections for
minorities in federal fair housing
laws. The withdrawal sends the
case back to a lower court. The law
firms hired May 23 could repre-
sent the city if there is federal liti-
gation tied to the city’s withdraw-
al from the Supreme Court case.
This spring the U.S. House Com-
mittee on Oversight and Govern-
ment Reform began scrutinizing
the city’s withdrawal from the
case, and the role that President
Barak Obama’s administration
played in that withdrawal. City
officials aren’t commenting on
the House investigation.

Compiled by Jane McClure

The District 10 Land Use Committee held a meeting on June 4 to discuss new proceedings in Semper Development’s pro -
posed redevelopment plan for a Walgreens store at 1102 Larpenteur Ave., on the southwest corner of Lexington Parkway
and Larpenteur Avenue.



Walgreens
store
Continued from page 7

MGM Wine & Spirits, across
the street next to Roseville Bak-
ery at 1149 Larpenteur Ave., was
also at the June 4 meeting to dis-
cuss an appeal they have filed to
the Board of Zoning Appeals
(BZA) about the rear setback re-
quirements for the houses they
own on 1111 and 1117 California
Ave. W. The rear yard setback of
both properties was reduced as a
result of the relocation of the
property line southward to allow
the construction of the new Wal-
greens store on the north side of
the properties. Although a rear
setback of 25 feet is required,
MGM is requesting a variance of
about 22 feet at 1117 California
Ave. W. and a variance of 2 feet
at 1111 California Ave. W. in or-
der to keep the existing build-
ings at their current locations.

“The Board of Zoning did
not approve of the variance the
Maglich brothers are asking for,”
said Moon. “I was surprised the
Board of Zoning opposed the re-
quest before we said yes or no.”

At the meeting there were
no objections so the Land Use
Committee is recommending to
the Board that they write a letter
to the BZA approving of the vari-
ances being requested. 

In the permitting process
right now, Walgreens will begin
initial construction once the per-
mits have been issued.

Working on the proposed
Walgreens development for sev-
eral years, the Land Use Com-
mittee looks forward to seeing a
new building that looks nicer
than the current MGM and is set
back further.

“We would like to see it fin-
ish up as soon as possible,” said
Moon. “We’d like to see a store
in there.”
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DISABLED?
CAN’T WORK?
Call Mary F. Hastings

651-645-0894

Local Attorney in Midway 19+ years’ experience 
Skilled Representation

WEST BUILDING MAINTENANCE, LLC 
Cleaning Services

Mike West — Serving the Minneapolis-St. Paul area since 1965

(800) 451-6753
www.westcleaning.com

COMMERCIAL CLEANING

New 
ball park
Continued from page 6

Kari Canfield, president of the
Midway Chamber of Commerce, is
hoping that the proposal will be a
winner. 

“We love having the Saints cur-
rently as part of the Midway,” she
said, “but they do need a better
ballpark. And anything that draws
people is great for Lowertown or
any part of St. Paul. It’s great for the
Midway to have that developed as
well.”

Canfield added that the con-
struction that comes with develop-
ment is also good for the city.

The Saints organization, ac-
cording to its executive vice presi-
dent, Tom Whaley, supports the
move as a good thing for the team
and the city.

He said the need for a new sta-

dium is evident. 
“If you go up in the stands and

see the seats, not much has
changed in the 20 years we have
been there,” he said. “What has
changed are the building systems,
the infrastructure, the HVAC and
electrical.” 

“You’ve got to renovate what
you’ve got or look at something
new,” he stated. “Thirty years is
about what you use for sports facil-
ities. The infrastructure has taken a
beating over the years.”

He added that the Midway site
will need soil remediation.

“Once that is done, it’s a fairly
prime industrial site,” he said. As
for the new location, he said the
Saints have liked the downtown
area from the beginning.

“We like it because it’s down-
town and has great transit connec-
tions,” he explained. “The old Mid-
way site has only one way in and
out, and downtown has a few dif-
ferent ways. The Midway has been
good for us, but it is not the ideal

location for a ballpark.”
For Tim Weiss, owner of

Gabe’s in the Park, the move might
hold less promise. He answers his
business phone by identifying his

restaurant as the home of the
Saints. His business is extremely
close to the Midway Stadium.

But Weiss said his business has
been there before the Saints and

during the reign of the Saints and
will hopefully be there if they de-
cide to move downtown.

“I am all for what is best for
the City of St. Paul,” he said.

Port Authority President Louis Jambois says that by spending $2 million of Port Authority money to buy the Dia-
mond Product site, the city’s share of the cost would be reduced. (Photo by Jan Willms)

Next deadline:
July 2



Rummage Sale at Bethel
Church June 13-16
Bethel Lutheran Church will hold
its 11th Annual Rummage Sale
benefiting the Children’s
Christian Education Fund on
June 13 (Pre-sale 6-8 p.m.; $3
admission), June 14 and 15 (9
a.m.-6 p.m.) and June 16 (9 a.m.-
3 p.m.). Bethel is located in St.
Paul’s Como Park neighborhood
at 670 W. Wheelock Parkway. We
offer a wide range of items includ-
ing books, furniture, tools, house-
ware items, dishes, glassware,
stemware, crystal, collectibles of all
kinds, arts & crafts, jewelry, office
supplies, working electronics, sport-
ing goods, gently used toys & cloth-
ing for the whole family. For more
information about Bethel Lutheran
Church, its programs and ministries
visit www.bethelstpaul.com or call
651-488-6681.

Viking Toastmasters 
celebrate 50th
Viking Toastmasters, who are cur-
rently meeting at the Rice Street
Library, 1011 Rice Street, held
their 50 year celebration recently.
The event was attended by former
members and guests. Summer
meetings are held on the 2nd and
4th Wednesdays at 6:30 p.m.
Toastmasters share ideas, work on
communication skills and give a
boost to member’s self-confi-
dence. Visitors are always wel-
come. For more information see
our website http://591.toastmas-
tersclubs.org or call Les or Nancy
Anderson 651-735-3953. You
may attend three meetings with-
out charge.

Area candidates file for
state seats
The filing for state office elec-
tions has closed and we now
have a clear picture of the races
coming up in the Monitor distri-
bution area. Remember, because
of redistricting, you may be in a
different district than you were
previously. To find out what dis-
trict you are now in you can go
to http://www.gis.leg.mn/html/re-
districting.html.

In State Senate District 66,
incumbent John Marty (DFL)
will be challenged by Wayde
Brooks (R). 

In Senate District 65 there
will be a runoff between 3 DFLers.
Incumbent Sandy Pappas, Marcus
Walker and Tom Goldstein will
face off in a primary. The winner
of the primary will face Rick
Karschnia (R). 

A small portion of the west
Midway now falls into District
64—and in that race incumbent
Dick Cohen (DFL) will be chal-
lenged in a primary by Alexander
H. Jeffries (DFL). The winner of
that race will face Sharon Ander-
son (R) in the November election.

Here are the upcoming candi-
dates for Minnesota House seats
in the Monitor distribution area:
In 64A, incumbent Erin Murphy
(DFL) will be challenged by An-
drew Ojeda (R). In District 65A,
Daniel Lipp (R) will run against
incumbent Rena Moran (DFL).

In House District 66A, incum-
bent Alice Hausman (DFL) will be
challenged by Dave Thomas
(IND) and Mark Fotsch (R). In
District 66B, incumbent John
Lesch (DFL) will face Ben
Blomgren (R).

Rice Street in Bloom
on North End
Rice Street will bloom once again
this year thanks to contributions
by North End Business
Association who will sponsor the
baskets grown by Linder’s. It’s
part of the Blooming Saint Paul
program, which helps beautify
the city by encouraging the use of
hanging flower baskets in the
public right of way. Private spon-
sors purchase discounted hang-
ing baskets and the City of Saint
Paul administers the program
and maintains the flowers
throughout the season. Come
down to Rice Street this summer
and enjoy the blooms while
shopping, dining or doing busi-
ness at one of the many great
North End establishments.

Loan Program available
through SPARC
SPARC, a neighborhood commu-
nity development nonprofit organ-
ization, is introducing assistance
programs for Saint Paul businesses
and homeowners. Small businesses
can apply for a financing program
with forgivable loans up to
$50,000 for business needs such as
equipment, signage, facade, build-
ing rehabilitation, etc. Struggling
homeowners can apply for deferred
forgivable loans for needed home
repairs or grants to replace lead
paint windows. Take advantage of
these programs and visit www.spar-
cweb.org.

Hmong Sports Festival
slated at Como Park
The 32nd Annual Hmong Sports
Festival is slated for June 30 and
July 1. This event brings thou-
sands of people out to Como
Park’s McMurray Fields for a
weekend of competitive soccer
and volleyball tournaments, cul-
tural shopping and food. The
event’s sponsor, Lao Family, wel-
comes everyone to this event to
enjoy sports and festivities and
learn more about the Hmong
community. Saint Paul Police and
Parks staff will be present at the
event to address traffic, noise and
other event-related issues. Learn
more at www.laofamily.org/july4. 

Queen's Tea Show
planned for July 14
The Rice Street Festival Royalty
Program will be holding their
2012 Queen’s Tea Fashion Show,
Luncheon and Raffle on July 14.
Social hour and lunch starts at 
11 a.m. with program starting at
noon. The event will be held at
Eventi Bella, 2900 Rice Street in
Little Canada. They will showcase
casual, business and bridal/evening
wear by Casual Corner, Vault
Denim and more, with vendors, raf-
fle baskets and door prizes. Tickets
$17. To order tickets go to
http://www.ricestreetfestival.com. 

La Leche meets in
Midway-Como
“The Art of Breastfeeding and
Overcoming Difficulties” is the
topic of the meeting of the
Como-Midway La Leche Group
on the second and fourth
Tuesdays of every month (June 19
and July 10). All expectant and
nursing mothers are invited to
attend with their babies and tod-
dlers. Call Heidi at 651-659-9527
for more information on the time
and place.

Luncheon for seniors
planned July 10
Hamline Midway Elders are pre-
senting “Cooking for One” at a
luncheon for senior on Tuesday,
July 10 at Hamline United
Methodist Church, 1514
Englewood Ave. A $4 free will
donation is asked for the meal
which begins at 11:30 a.m., and
there is no cost to attend the pro-
gram which begins at 12:15 p.m.
Call for free transportation or to
learn more how Hamline Midway
Elders helps seniors live well at
home 651-209-6542.

Register now for Rice St.
Kiddie Parade
Register now for the Rice Street
Area Kiddie Parade which will be
held on Saturday, July 28. The
theme for the 2012 Parade is
“Sharing is Caring.” Please bring
a Rice Street Festival Button to
participate (available for pur-
chase on site for $5) AND please
bring a canned good! Food items
will be donated to Keystone
Services (food shelf). Children
ages 12 and under are invited to
decorate their bikes, trikes, scoot-
ers and wagons for this annual
event. Children must be accom-
panied by a parent or guardian.
You can find the pre-registration
form at http://www.ricestreetfes-
tival.com

HD 66B Republicans 
to meet Sat., June 23
Minnesota House District 66B
Republicans will be holding their
next meeting on Saturday, June
23 from 9-11a.m. at the Michael
Donald Glass room at the Como
Park Pavilion, 1360 Lexington
Pkwy. No.

Volunteer as an English
teacher or tutor
The Minnesota Literacy Council
is looking for volunteers to help
adult refugees and immigrants
learn the reading, writing and
speaking skills needed to thrive in
the US. Morning, afternoon or
evening classes are available
throughout the Twin Cities. The
literacy council provides training
and support. If interested, contact
or call Allison at 651-251-9110.
You can visit their website at:
www.mnliteracy.org/volunteers/o
pportunities/adults.

Neighborhood 
Ice Cream Social
An Ice Cream Social and Resource
Fair will be held Wed., July 18
from 6:30 – 8 p.m., NW lawn
Hamline Church, 1514 Englewood
Ave. Event will include music, free
blood pressure checks, informa-
tion booths and games for all ages.
Call Hamline Midway Elders to
request free transportation 651-
209-6542 or if someone from your
organization or business would
like to display information.

Networking Group
Promotes Resource and
Idea Sharing
A casual networking group for
persons 50+ meets at
Groundswell Coffee, corner of
Hamline and Thomas Aves., the
third Thursday of each month
from 10:30 a.m. to noon. For
more information, contact
Stephanie Digby at 642-1288 of
HM Elders 651-209-6542.

Anxiety Support Group
Meets in St. Paul 
Midway Area
The National Alliance on Mental
Illness (NAMI) of Minnesota
sponsors free support groups for
persons with anxiety disorders.
The groups help individuals devel-
op better coping skills and find
strength through sharing their
experiences. An Open Door
Anxiety and Panic support group
meets in St. Paul from 6:30 to 8:00
p.m., on the 2nd & 4th Thursday

of the month, at Goodwill-Easter
Seals, 553 Fairview Ave. N., in
Room 123. For information, call
NAMI at 651-645-2948, or go to
www.namihelps.org.

Evil and hope: Book of
Revelation Bible study
continues at new time
A Bible study on Revelation con-
tinues at a new time at Jehovah
Lutheran Church, 1566 Snelling.
The new time is 10:45 a.m., after
9:30 a.m. worship. The Apocalypse
of St. John, better known as the
Book of Revelation, “discloses
dimensions of two age-old myster-
ies: the character of evil and the
nature of hope,” says Craig Koester,
a New Testament scholar at Luther
Seminary in St. Paul. Koester leads
the Bible study on Revelation via
DVD. The sessions in the church
library are free and open to all,
with coffee and snacks provided.
Information is available by calling
the church office at 651-644-1421.

Hillcrest  Rec Center
presents ‘Guys and Dolls’
Hillcrest Community Theater, a
program of Hillcrest Community
Recreation Center, announces this
summer’s musical production of
Guys and Dolls, a musical with
music and lyrics by Frank Loesser
and book by Jo Swerling and Abe
Burrows.

Guys and Dolls will be held
on the weekends of July 26, 27,
and 28 as well as August 2, 3, and
4 at the Como Lakeside Pavilion at
7 p.m. each evening. Tickets will
be available during regular busi-
ness hours at Hillcrest Recreation
Center or at the door beginning
approximately 1 hour prior to each
showtime. Gates will open at 6:30.
Tickets cost $10 for individuals
over 12 years of age and $8 for
children 12 and under.

For more information contact
Hillcrest Recreation Center at 651-
695-3706.
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MORE NEWS ON

Visit the Monitor Facebook
page to find news that did not
make it in this issue of the print
publication.

www.Facebook.com/
monitorsaintpaul

READ ABOUT:
• Conny’s Creamy Cones donates

over 500 ice cream cones to
Como Elementary Students

• Central Lutheran School lauds
graduates

• Twin Cities Jazz Festival events
planned at the St. Paul Public
Library



By JANE MCCLURE
A proposal to open a re-en-

try program for offenders at
1394 Jackson St. ended with a
compromise June 1. After much
debate the St.  Paul Planning
Commission voted 7-5 to issue
Volunteers of America (VOA) a
conditional use permit for a De-
partment of Corrections–li-
censed community residential fa-
cility. But the permit will only be
for 34 residents, not the 74 VOA
had requested.

North End residents and
property owners had tried to
block the project, which is in the
Arlington-Jackson industrial
area. They said the site should be
redeveloped for industrial use, as
specified in neighborhood plans. 

A Planning Commission de-
cision on a conditional use per-
mit is final unless it is appealed
to the St. Paul City Council in 10
days. The District 6 appeal of the
VOA decision was just filed and
released June 11.

The debate over the facility
has been a long and complicated
one, pitting the VOA’s desire to
reuse a large residential facility
with neighborhood desires to see
the redeveloped over the longer
term. The site is in the Arlington-
Jackson area, which has been en-
visioned as an industrial site and
job creator since the 1980s. 

The District 6 (North End-
South Como) Land Use Task
Force recommended denial of the
permit in March. The city plan-
ning staff recommended approval,
as did the Planning Commission
Zoning Committee May 24.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 12
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Stability Loan Program
About the Sparc Housing Program

• Deferred forgivable loans for 
households with negative equity
(underwater)

• For safety, health, and code 
compliance repairs

• Must meet income guidelines
• Must be owner occupied
• Funded by City of Saint Paul Capital

Improvement Budget (CIB)

ABOUT SPARC
Sparc is a Community Economic Development Corporation.

Since 1984, Sparc has provided over $45 million in financing to over 1,500
Saint Paul homeowners and businesses as part of its mission to support

vibrant Saint Paul neighborhoods.

CONTACT
Cindy Fowler, Financial Manager

855 Rice Street, Suite 200, Saint Paul, MN 55117
651-488-1039 x3 Cindy@sparcweb.org www.spacweb.org 

VOA proposal
reaches a 
compromise

Midway
artists
Continued from page 1

Greene is also doing a mosaic
mural with Holistic Health Farms,
an organization that is part of the
urban neighborhood. “I’m doing a
mosaic mural on food healthy
lifestyles,” she said. “It seems like
everything I am doing is very local
right now.”

Being a destination business
has helped, according to Greene.
Yet her customers have said they
are ordering online rather than
struggle with traffic.

Regarding the light rail proj-
ect, Greene said she is hoping it
works and that it will eventually
draw more customers. 

“Change is always painful,”
she admitted. “But we need to
change the way we get around and
the way we use our resources.”

For Ward 4 Councilmember
Russ Stark, the concerns of the
artists along the Central Corridor
are warranted, but he is hopeful
for the future.

“We’ve already started to see a
lot of development interest in the
University-Raymond areas,” he

said. “A lot of artists who have
been in cheap places have been
displaced. But I don’t know that
it’s as simple as rental increases.”

Stark said developers see value
in buildings for other uses. He said
he thinks that artists are more con-
cerned with loss of studio space
than lack of housing in the area. 

He said studio rentals have
been relatively cheap for a long
time, and many artists have
worked regular jobs and done their
art on the side. “They may need to
scale up their art work to make it
more of a business for them-
selves,” Stark noted.

He said he has been doing
some work with University United,
SPARC and other organizations to
try and identify buildings in the
area that are good candidates to
replicate a model in Brooklyn, NY,
offering long-term affordable space
for small creative businesses.

“We’re narrowing down the
search to find partners from the
philanthropic community to try
and make this a reality,” he said.
Stark indicated that although the
public may be scaling back from
purchases at this time, ultimately
the light rail construction will end
and more people will want to
come and spend time on Universi-
ty Avenue.

“Both the arts and small cre-

ative businesses are an important
part of the community and local
economy,” Stark continued. “We
need to figure out as a city how we
can do more to support small busi-
nesses.”

Answering that call for sup-
port is the Creative Enterprise
Zone, the result of team efforts by
Jon Schumacher, executive director
of the St. Paul Anthony Park Com-
munity Foundation; artist Cather-
ine Day; architect Geoffrey Warner
and Amy Sparks, director of the
District 12 St. Anthony Park Com-
munity Council. Day said that 25
citizens from a cross-section of the
area are looking at a vision during
this time of transition and after. 

“Our vision is for a livable,
mix use community known and
recognized as the transit-oriented
center of creativity and enterprise,”
Day said. “We want to see more
people make a living through cre-

ative arts.”
She said it is important to

stress the “make a living” aspect.
She emphasized that this is not
just about artists, but about cre-
ative businesses, whether it be
graphic design, software, game de-
velopment, light construction or a
brewery.

“Our goal is to create condi-
tions in which that kind of work
can strive and more people are at-
tracted,” Day explained. She cited a
business at 550 Vandalia St. as an
example. Developer Peter Remes
bought the Old Mattress Factory
and intends to rehab the space
while retaining the current occu-
pants, a group of woodworkers.

“People can stay informed
through our Face book page, Cre-
ative Enterprise Zone, about what
is happening,” Day said. “Artists
can use the page to make us aware
of their enterprise.”

She said an event is planned
in mid-July called Give and Take.
Speakers from the neighborhood
will be present, and people can ex-
change information and share
ideas.

“We provide technical assis-
tance, communication, mentoring
and building relationships,” Day
said.

Another boon for artists along
the corridor comes from Spring-
board for the Arts, according to
Laura Zabel, the organization’s ex-
ecutive director. Under its auspices,
a “creative place-making initiative”
called Irrigate is training and sup-
porting artists to help businesses
during construction.

“We want to provide beautifi-
cation along the corridor and see
what the arts can do for the com-
munity,” Zabel said.

Irrigate artists are designing
temporary murals in the windows
of Café 180 during its build out. 

Zabel said there is also help
for artists who are first-time home
buyers, with a handbook and
workshops centered around home
ownership.

“We want to help creative
businesses find space along the
Central Corridor,” she continued.
“We want them to find a place to
put down some roots.”

“More than anything, my store is a community
space, and that part is not dying down.”

- Lori Greene
Mosaic on a Stick



Monitor Want Ads are now $1 per
word with a $10 minimum. Send
your remittance along with your ad
to Monitor Classifieds, Iris Park
Place, 1885 University Avenue, Ste.
#110, St. Paul, MN 55104. Classifieds
must be prepaid via cash, check, or
credit card. Classified ads can be e-
mailed to denisw@aplacetoremem-
ber.com. Want ads must be in the
Monitor before July 2 for the July 12
issue. Call 651-645-7045 for more
information. Your classified ad will
also be automatically placed on the
Monitors website at www.Monitor
SaintPaul.com

ANTIQUES
For Sale: Vintage 1900-1949 lights,
house hardware, doors, tubs, radia-
tors, etc. Also furniture hardware.
651-644-9270. 20% off with ad. 6-12

ATTORNEY
Creative Solutions With a
Personal Touch. Legal Services in
the areas of: Small Business, Wills
and Trusts, Real Estate, Family,
and Bankruptcy. Kirsten Libby,
855 Rice Street, Suite 100, St.
Paul, MN, 651-487-1208
www.libbylawoffice.com B-12

BATHROOMS
Bathroom/kitchens!! Basement
finishing. Bad water pressure?
Sinks, toilets and tub/surrounds,
etc. Ceramic tile. Basement bath-
rooms installed. Call 612-275-
9815. 6-12

BOOK SALE
Book Sale! 2000+ HCDJ Bestsellers
$1 each. Mostly fiction, murder/mys-
teries, espionage, thrillers and
romance novels. Local authors too.
June 16th & 17, 10 a.m.- 6 p.m.,
1842 Feronia Ave., St. Paul.

EMPLOYMENT
Wanted: Licensed union residen-
tial pipefitter - Contact us at 763-
783-4545. 6-12

HANDYMAN
Need a handyman?? One call
does it all. Any job, big or small.
Plumbing? Remodeling? Dont
tell my wife, but keeping your
house in tip-top condition is
more important than my own!
Call Dynamo Dave 612-701-
2272. 12-12

HAULERS & MOVERS
Will haul away and clean up
almost anything, or help you
move. Any day. 651-274-0263 or
651-373-6652. B-12

LAWN CARE
Lawn Service, spring lawn
cleanups, de-thatching, gutter
cleaning. Best price guaranteed.
651-699-2832. B-12

Sorensen Lawn Care serving St.
Paul for 17 years. Services include
mowing, spring and fall clean-ups,
aeration, fertilization, mulch instal-
lation, emerald ash borer treat-
ment. Call Jeff 651-695-1230. 6-12

PAINTING
All Seasons painting/repair.
Wood frames/stucco, power
washing. Window glazing. Gutter
cleaning. Quality workmanship.
Insured. 651-699-2832. B-12

Interior/exterior painting, enam-
eling, plaster patching, free esti-
mates. Bob. 651-633-5565. 12-12

Painting, wallpaper removal,
basement floors, paneling, porch-
es, small wall repairs, average
three rooms $250, average garage
$250, small jobs wanted. Jim
651-698-0840. 6-12

PET SITTING
Wagners Pet Sitting. Walking  Day
and Overnight Care. 651-771-
0421. B-12

PIANO TUNING
Quality piano tuning and repair.
Reasonable rates. Call Robert
Clough @ 612-722-7586 or e-
mail: robtclough@aol.com. 12-12

Registered Piano Technician,
charlesfruhstuck@mac.com, 651-
489-3181. B-12

SERVICES
Need a handyman?? Any job, big
or small plumbing? Remodeling?
Decks? Etc. Call Dave 612-701-
2272. Competitive prices! 12-12

Bathrooms, General Carpentry,
Trim and Doors, Sheetrock and
Repair, siding and decks. Mike
612-578-1611, 651-762-4705. B-12

RAM Handyman Services - Good
service, reasonable rates, no job
too small. Contact Rich - 651-
485-9680 or rich@ramhandy-
man.com. 3-13

THERMOGRAPHY
Safer alternative to mammography.
No radiation, non invasive, painless.
Schedule appointment 651-917-
3990, www.PictureMyHealth.com.
12-12

VACUUM CLEANER
Vacuum Cleaners: Sales, service,
and supplies. Experts since 1952.
666 University & Dale. 651-222-
6316. www.a-1vacuum.com B-12

WANTED TO BUY
**WANTED** - Old Stereo
Equipment, Hi-fis & Hams. Andy
651-329-0515. 12-12

Top Cash Paid! Furniture (1940s
or older), rugs  pictures  bookcas-
es  collectibles  Beer items  mis-
cellaneous. Antiques  651-227-
2469.11-12

WINDOWS/SCREENS
Custom making/repairs.  Thermal
windows; fix frames, glazing.
Kendall's--651-489-3210, 651-
776-6996. B-12
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FRANK’S HOME REPAIRS
Residential Projects / Repairs

Frank Durkin   •   651-276-7094

Carpentry - Sheetrocking
Concrete - Tile Work 
Electric - Plumbing

Exterior Drain Tile Systems
Decks - Fencing - Windows

Doors - Mold Abatement
Painting - Demolition - Landscaping

Tree Cutting - Clean-Ups and Hauling

CONCRETE
SIDEWALKS,
STEPS AND 

STUCCO REPAIR

GLASS BLOCK
WINDOW

good for basements
any size

CHIMNEY &
FIREPLACE

WORK
Call Mark Larson
651-642-5090

GARY’S AUTOMOTIVE REPAIR

455 ATWATER ST. • ST. PAUL, MN 55117
651-776-9088 • 651-487-3659

MANAGER
GARY NIPPOLDT

ASST. MANAGER
GREG NIPPOLDT

• Tire Repair
• Tune-Ups
• Brakes
• Exhaust

• Oil Changes
• Air Conditioning
• Computer Diagnosis
• General Repair

Floyd Anderson
Concrete Construction

Steps, sidewalks, driveways, patios,
exposed aggregate patios, blockwork,
patching basement & garage floors.

Call 651 644-8567
LICENSED • BONDED • INSURED
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CM: How did you come into this line of work?
LL: My family has had the greenhouses for over a 100
years. It has evolved from a celery farm to a traditional
florist to the garden center it is today.  I used to work
as a kid, planting and doing anything I could to help
my Dad and of course make a few bucks. I loved to be
in the greenhouses, and the smell of all the plants.  

CM: What do you like best about having a
business in this community?
LL: I love the Como, Rice Street area. I grew up here and
love the diverse people that live in the area.  

CM: Going forward, how do you see your business growing/changing in this 
community? 
LL: We are always trying to change with the times and striving to be better.  The demographics of the area
has changed a lot.  We grow many diverse vegetables and plants that our community grows. With more
people aging and choosing to live in townhomes and apartments we have introduced a Naturally Urban
program with many ideas to help them with small space gardening. We are always listening to what our
customers want and have also started our Everyday Value program. We identify what the most popular
products are and offer them at a really good value consistently, instead of having sales on them. 

What’s Blooming...
By COLETTE MULLENMASTER

Lil Linder celebrates 102 years in St. Paul

For your next Container Garden, 
try this lovely combination.

Daisy Duke’s Delight
Exposure: Full to Partial Sun
White Argyranthemum
Blue Diascia
Pink Petunia

Go to www.monitorsaintpaul.com to see a video of Craig Corby, 
Linder's manager hosting a tour of the garden center.

LInder's • 270 West Larpenteur Ave St. Paul, MN 55113 • 651-488-1927

VOA deal
Continued from page 10

City officials noted that the
facility has been used as housing
since 1967, when it was built as a
home for women with mental ill-
ness. That facility housed 114
women at its peak. In recent years
it has housed other uses including
adult day care, offices and a
restaurant. Other redevelopment
proposals have fallen through re-
cently.

City staff had recommended
approval of the conditional use
permit for up to 74 residents; the
District 6 (North End-South Co-
mo) Land Use Task Force recom-
mended denial. Many neighbors
had opposed the permit, although
some were frustrated this spring
when time issues kept them from
testifying before the Planning
Commission Zoning Committee. 

The June 1 Planning Com-
mission debate centered on the
density at the building and
whether it was an appropriate
use in an area that has industrial
neighbors on most sides. Prox-
imity to other facilities and to
the McDonough Homes low-in-
come housing complex were ad-
ditional concerns. 

“It’s just too great a vari-
ance,” said Planning Commis-
sioner David Wickiser.

But Planner Commissioner
and Zoning Committee Chair-
man Gaius Nelson said the site
was an institutional use for many
years and that such reuse is rea-

sonable. He also pointed out
that the plans don’t put District
6 over is maximum number of
community residential facility
residents. City regulations on
community residential facilities
like the one proposed by VOA
are capped at 1 percent of a plan-
ning district’s population. Allow-
ing the facility would have put
the percentage at .23 percent.

At neighborhood meetings
and the Zoning Committee, VOA
representatives said their pro-
grams operate in a safe manner.
VOA has operated social services
programs in the Twin Cities re-
gion for 116 years and has had a
state license to provide re-entry
services since 1969. 

The move to the North End
is proposed because a similar fa-
cility VOA has operated in Ro-
seville since 1985 has been asked
by Ramsey County to relocate, to
make way for redevelopment.
That facility is less than two
miles from the North End site. 

Residents would serve the re-
maining 60 to 120 days of feder-
al prison sentences at the Jackson
Street location. Criminals who
had committed drug offenses
and white collar crimes would be
housed there. No sex offenders
or violent offenders are allowed.
Residents would get help from
the VOA with job readiness and
placement, family reunification,
and housing. Residents have to
have their whereabouts verified
24/7 and follow strict rules. Un-
less residents work at night, they
must abide by a 10 p.m. curfew.

See us online: www.MonitorSaintPaul.com!


