
By TESHA M. CHRISTENSON
Kids and water go together

like peanut butter and jelly. If
your kids are anything like mine,
they spend the summer asking
for pool days. 

Give them their wish with-
out stretching your budget.

An affordable afternoon is as
close as Como Regional Pool
Park. There’s no need to drive out
to the suburbs anymore. My fam-
ily of four bought a family pass
of $16 for the day. Those with
more than five in the family pay
an additional $3 for each person. 

Got a smaller group? The fee
for children under 48 inches is
$4.50, and those under age 16 is
$5. Adults are $6.50 and seniors
cost $6. If you don’t want to get
wet, pay $2 for a non-swimming
deck fee. Those coming with
more than 10 people qualify for
reduced group rates.

You may want to check out
the family season pass. For $195,
your family can swim whenever
they want at any of the city’s
three water parks: Como Region-
al Pool Park, Highland Aquatic
Center and the indoor Great Riv-
er Water Park.

Open since June 2012, the
city-run Como Pool has some-
thing for everyone.

The younger kids will love
the zero-depth entry area with
sprinklers, and the water fun
table situated under a shade
canopy. There are three water-
slides kids of all ages can enjoy
that empty into a two-foot-deep
area. The wide slide was a big hit
with my four-year-old daughter.
It’s not easy to find waterslides
she go on, let alone a slide she
can ride with a parent. 

Older kids (and parents) will
love the zip line, cliff jumping
area, and aquatic climbing wall.

There’s also a 25-yard lap
pool with basketball hoops, and
a 400-foot lazy river.

Plus, you can feel good
about swimming in a pool that
has half the chlorine of others,

thanks to sphagnum moss filters.
St. Paul was the first city in the
nation to adopt sphagnum moss
treatment in its municipal pools
and with its partner, Creative Wa-
ter Solutions, Inc., won the Gov-
ernor’s Award for Pollution Pre-
vention in 2011. Other green fea-
tures at the one-year-old water
park include high-efficiency Nep-
tune-Benson filters in the me-
chanical room that allow the
pool to use less water than con-
ventional filters; 12 solar tubes
on the roof heat that water for
the showers and concession
stand; and rain gardens in the
parking lot that reduce run-off. 

Open swim hours at Como
are weekdays from noon to 8 p.m.
and Saturday and Sunday from 11
a.m. to 7 p.m.  Learn more about
the pool at the St. Paul City web
site http://www.stpaul.gov.

Lots more to do
When the kids are done swim-
ming, check out the many other
attractions that are just a hop,

skip and a jump away. (Browse
http://www.comozooconservato-
ry.org/) If you’re like us, you
might not have time to see every-
thing in one day, but we’ll be
back. 

The Carousel
For just $2 a person, you can take
a spin on Cafesjian’s Carousel.
Originally located for 75 years at
the Minnesota State Fair, it is
now owned and operated by the
nonprofit organization Our Fair
Carousel, Inc. Volunteers have re-
stored the carousel to its 1914
appearance. It was installed in a
new pavilion next to the Marjorie
McNeely Conservatory in 2000.

The Zoo
Como Zoo’s gorillas got a new
home in June 2013 when the Go-
rilla Forest opened. The larger
space of 10,000 square feet is
about two and half times larger
the former outdoor space. The
new exhibit is raised so that visi-
tors get an eye-to-eye, up close
and personal views of the gorillas. 

Admission to the zoo is al-
ways free. Hours are 10 a.m. to 6
p.m. in the summer.

Como Zoo features a seal is-
land, a large cat exhibit, a variety
of aquatic life, primates, birds,
African hoofed animals and a
world class polar bear exhibit.
Don’t miss the ever popular
Sparky the Sea Lion’s show, held
weekend days at 11:30 a.m. and 3
p.m.

Como Town
Soar like an eagle 85 feet in the
air on Como Town’s newest at-
traction, an exhilarating zip line.
A double seat comfortably and

safely accommodates two riders
from one end of the amusement
park to the other. There are more
than 18 rides and attractions in
Como Town, including the
Splash Zone. In addition to the
paid rides, there are free enter-
tainment, events, and activities
for the kids. After 4 p.m., an un-
limited ride wristband is $14.95.

The Conservatory
Don’t forget to bring mom to the
Marjorie McNeely Conservatory
before your day is over. The conser-
vatory’s half acre indoor and out-
door facility features several wings
dedicated to a variety of plant life
including bonsai trees, ferns, or-
chids and seasonal flowers.
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Affordable family fun at Como
One spot has it all: pool, zoo, amusement rides, and conservatory

On the wide water slide, groups of up to four can slide down together. (Photo by Tesha M. Christensen)

Como Zoo features a world class polar bear exhibit, as well as a seal island,
a large cat exhibit, a variety of aquatic life, primates, birds, and African
hoofed animals.

Check out the new $2.8 million
wing of the Como Conservatory
which opened in April. The comple-
tion of The Ordway Gardens leaves
just one more phase in a 10-year
project.

Gorilla Forest opens with ribbon cutting 

Gorilla Forest, an 11 million dollar exhibit redesign and overhaul,
features seven gorillas, six of whom are new to Como Zoo, and the
largest all-mesh gorilla enclosure in North America. The new con-
struction, which at 13,000 square feet is almost three times larger
than the previous space, includes a major outdoor exhibit and signifi-
cant improvements and expansions to the existing indoor facilities.
The exhibit was designed to give the gorillas ample room to play,
climb, forage, and display their extraordinary family and social dy-
namics to the public while minimizing stress on the gorillas and cre-
ating up close and personal views of the gorillas for visitors.



Saga of Rice Street 
gas station ends
The long story of Bilal Assad and
his quest to build a new conven-
ience store and gas station at Rice
Street and Maryland Avenue end-
ed quietly May 3 when the St.
Paul Planning Commission ap-
proved a conditional use permit
for a new auto convenience mar-
ket at 1188-1200 Rice St. No one
appealed the decision to the St.
Paul City Council so it is final.

Assad initially lost part of his
property when Maryland was re-
built, and won a legal settlement
from Ramsey County. His gas
pumps were rendered unusable
by the street reconstruction. For
more than a year he and neigh-
bors and the District 6 Land Use
Task Force have debated plans to
rebuild, then renovate and then
again rebuild the structure on the
site. Because he acquired more

property, a new conditional use
permit had to be sought.

No one appeared at an April
Planning Commission Zoning
Committee public hearing to op-
pose the conditional use permit.
District 6 recommended ap-
proval with several conditions.

Hmong Sports
Festival gets permit
The annual Hmong Sports Festi-
val was granted a sound level
variance May 15 by the St. Paul
City Council, but not without
objections from a handful of res-
idents. This year’s festival is July
6-7 at McMurray Field. The vari-
ance is for the hours of 8 a.m. to
9 p.m.

Churchill Avenue resident
Nyals Kittal told the City Council
that the event disrupts the neigh-
borhood to the east with loud,
early morning noise, traffic and
litter. He told the council that he
lives one block from Lexington
Parkway, describing that street as
“the toilet of St. Paul.”

Kittal said he and his neigh-
bors are tired of being awakened
by loud noises, and that they be-
lieve the festival organizers don’t
face any penalties.

Lexington Parkway resident
Carol Gray told the council that

neighbors put up with noise and
inconvenience every year. She
questioned whether the festival
should look for a new site.

But Jenelle Vang of Lao Fam-
ily Community of Minnesota,
the festival sponsor, said the or-
ganizers and vendors will work
to keep problems to a minimum.

City Council members urged
Lao Family to be especially
mindful of early morning set-up
noise. But they also pointed out
that neighbors haven’t always
shown up for community meet-
ings prior to the festival.

Animal control 
officer retires
Longtime St. Paul Animal Con-
trol Supervisor Bill Stephenson
has retired after decades of cor-
ralling countless critters, from
bears to bats. Stephenson was
honored May 1 by the St. Paul
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The St. Paul Planning Commission approved a conditional use permit for a
new auto convenience market at 1188-1200 Rice St.

Como Lakeside Pavilion
Native Plant Garden event
There was a good crew of volunteers at the Como
Lakeside Pavilion Native Plant Garden on Satur-
day, May 18, for the citywide Blooming St. Paul
Day clean-up event. Even in the pouring rain, nine
volunteers showed up and dug out weeds, lopped off
plant stalks, cut down the dead pagoda dogwood
tree, raked a bit, then spread mulch over the entire
garden. This garden has been planted and main-
tained by volunteers for at least the last 10 years.



By JANE MCCLURE
Some Hamline-Midway resi-

dents may not know about May
Park. One member of St. Paul’s
Long-Range Capital Improve-
ment Budget (CIB) Committee
called May Park “the saddest lit-
tle park I have ever seen.” Ham-
line-Midway Coalition calls it
“the park that time forgot.” But
unless city officials act, the park’s
old equipment may remain in
place for at least a few more
years.

May Park is what the city
calls a “mini-park,” on a .81 acre
site on Clayland Place, just west
of Fairview Avenue and south of
Newell Park. Its equipment is
more than 25 years old. It has
the dubious distinction of rank-
ing fifth citywide, out of 77 play
areas needing work due to safety,
accessibility and existing condi-
tions. 

May Park’s equipment in-
clude an old six-swing swing set,
a wood and metal toddler-sized
slide and a slightly leaning mer-
ry-go-round. The merry-go-
round is of the type area parents
and grandparents might remem-
ber playing on. It isn’t the type
of equipment the city has used
for many years.

Its site includes a field area
and trees that also need atten-
tion.  One concern St. Paul De-
partment of Parks and Recre-
ation staff has is that the park’s
two old oak trees have soil com-
paction because of years of  chil-
dren playing beneath them. “To
preserve and protect these trees,
any new park amenities such as
a play area should be located
away from the root zones, yet
still take advantage of the tree
canopy,” a city staff report said.

If and when the project is
funded, May Park would get
new, relocated pay equipment.
Work would be done to improve
the field and address the issues
facing the trees. A sidewalk
would be added on the park’s
north side. The project has an es-
timated cost of $254,000.

“Ths is absolutely the sad-
dest little park I have ever seen,”
said CIB Committee Member
Kellie Charles Connor. “It has
the only old merry-go-round still
being used in the entire city.”

“It looks like one of the old-
est, if not the oldest, of the play
areas,” said CIB Committee
Member Melanie McMahon.

But the two women were
unable to get May Park moved

up into the ranks for committee
funding. With more than 100
projects vying for funds for the
next two years, May Park faces
staunch competition.

Hamline-Midway Coalition
ranked the park third. The dis-
trict council’s top priority was
multi-model improvements to
Snelling Avenue, which also have
missed out on funding.

“We do hear from people
saying from time to time that
they would like to see the park
improved,” said Hamline Mid-
way Coalition Executive Director
MichaelJon Olson. But the capi-
tal budget request came from
Parks and Recreation. 

In a letter to the CIB Com-
mittee, the Coalition stated,
“The existing play area is anti-
quated and referred to by local
residents as ‘the playground that
time forgot.’  As the proposal
notes, the existing play equip-
ment is not accessible to those
with disabilities and does not
meet current playground safety
standards. Also, the multi-pur-
pose field is sorely in need of re-
habilitation.”

But what hurt the park in
the eyes of some CIB Committee
members was not having a
group of neighborhood residents
lobbying for support.  But some
neighbors said they didn’t know

the proposal was being heard
and that they would have attend-
ed a hearing. 

Of the households around

the park, 24% of households
have children under the age of
18, according to the 2010 US
Census.

By JANE MCCLURE
The vacant Victoria Theater

building may have more acts left
in it after all. A coalition of the-
ater and arts groups is rallying to
find funds and save the building
at 825 University Av.  More than
a dozen supporters of the effort
to save and reuse the building
met May 28 with Frogtown
Neighborhood Association mem-
bers and staff to discuss ideas.

A number of groups are
working together on plans to
raise money and make a down
payment on the building, said
Sam Buffington, community or-
ganizer for the Frogtown Neigh-
borhood Association (District 7
Planning Council). Those include
the performing companies Dan-
gerous Performances and Trans-
Atlantic Love Affair, as well as arts
organizations Irrigate, Spring-
board for the Arts and Center for
Hmong Arts and Talent.

The quest to save and reha-
bilitate the Victoria Theater has
gone on for several years. The the-
ater has had local historic desig-
nation since 2011. That designa-
tion doesn’t necessarily protect it
from demolition but more review
would be required before the
structure could be razed or exten-
sively remodeled. The designa-

tion could also help with historic
tax credits and other types of
funding.

The groups are discussing
ways to fund a purchase of the
building and share space, which
could happen in the next few
weeks. The current focus is on
raising enough money for a
down payment on the building
and getting site control, said Buff-
ington. Meetings are underway
with a number of prospective
funders. The district council
would work with the arts and
theater groups to pull together
funding and obtain site control.
Eventual ownership hasn’t been
determined but one idea would
be an arrangement similar to the-
aters in Minneapolis where artists
are arts organizations are the
owners.

“Right now there are a num-
ber of groups at the table,” said
Tyler Olsen of Dangerous Pro-
ductions. His group has staged
performances at various locations
on and near University Avenue.
“We’d like to see the building be-
come community art space, what-
ever that may be.”

Olsen said the building’s lo-
cation on the Green Line light
rail service will be an asset as it is
redevelopment. Light rail service

is expected to start next year.
Those at the meeting were

supportive of the request to bring
and arts and entertainment venue
to the theater, which dates from
1915. It has been vacant for more
than a decade. Frogtown potter
Laurie Nevers said she’d like to
see any redevelopment include a
gallery space. Others suggested a
space to show movies as well as
have live theater.

Owner Bee Vue would like to
sell the property and recently
made an unsuccessful bid for
Neighborhood Sales Tax Revital-
ization (STAR) funds to renovate
the building. Others have also
considered buying and redevel-
oping the property. It is currently
listed for $350,000.

Music historian Kurt Gegen-
huber said that the quest for his-
toric designation was followed by
people around the country. He
extensively researched the theater
and its significance. The Victoria
Theater opened in 1915 for
movies and live performances,
but became a nightclub less than
a decade later. The nightclub was
known as the Victoria Café and
later Casa Grande. 

In 1927 the recording
“Moonshiners Dance: Part One”
was recorded there, by the Victo-

ria Café Orchestra. A history of
the Victoria Café, Moonshiners
Dance and the recording’s influ-
ence on and role in the history of
American folk music is on the
blog Celestial Monochord, at
ht tp ://www.celes t ia lmono-
chord.org/2009/10/moonshiners-
parking-lot.html

Gegenhuber notes that
Moonshiner’s Dance is the only
one of 84 recordings in the An-
thology of American Folk Music
not recorded in the American
South or Chicago. The anthology
has inflected many musicians.

The nightclub itself was a
speakeasy during Prohibition and
was raided at least twice by feder-
al agents during that era. It be-
came a target of political leaders
who wanted it shut down.  It
housed a number of businesses
after that, most recently a lighting
store.

But Gegenhuber said that
while he wants to see the build-
ing preserved and reused, sup-
porters need to not set them-
selves up for the financial woes
that have plagued other commu-
nity theater groups. Other agreed
with that sentiment, saying that
any future ownership group
needs to run as lean an operation
as possible.
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Victoria Theater: Alive again?

The park that “time forgot”?

May Park, one of the city's mini-parks, did get recommended for 2014-
2015 funding on June 10 just as the Monitor went to press. But its fate
won't be known until year's end, when the St. Paul City Council adopts the
capital budget. (Photo by Denis Woulfe)



Summer is a busy time in the
Como Park neighborhood.
While our neighborhood enjoys
easy access to the great amenities
of Como Regional Park, we also
experience some problems be-
cause of its popularity.  The Dis-
trict 10 Como Community
Council is committed to working
on behalf of our neighbors to de-
velop positive solutions to the
traffic congestion, parking prob-
lems, and crime that are an un-
fortunate side effect of being
home to one of Minnesota’s
most-visited attractions.  

Traffic congestion and park-
ing problems are among the
most common neighborhood
complaints related to Como Re-
gional Park.  This year, through
our District Land Use planning

process, the Como Community
Council is working to systemati-
cally catalog problematic areas,
identify alternatives, and incor-
porate recommendations and
guiding principles for solutions

into our neighborhood’s land
use plan, which will eventually
be adopted by the St Paul City
Council.  In May, we hosted a
community meeting specifically
focused on transportation issues
where attendees participated in a
mapping exercise.  As the com-
mittee continues its work
throughout 2013, please watch
our website and weekly e-
Newsletter for other opportuni-
ties to participate in their work.

Crime in the neighborhood
also increases in the summer,
and visitors to Como Park are of-
ten the victims of property
crimes, especially auto thefts.
The Como Community Council
has an active partnership with
the St Paul Police Department to
prevent crime in the neighbor-
hood through community educa-
tion and outreach.  Many blocks
have active block clubs that keep
an eye out for suspicious activi-
ties and organize community-
building activities that help
neighbors get to know each other
and watch out for each other. In
Como Regional Park itself, the St
Paul Police Department recently
installed closed circuit TV
(CCTV) cameras around Como
Lake.  These cameras, positioned
in and near parking lots, are de-
signed to discourage crime and
aid in prosecution.  

Evolving uses for the space

in Como Regional Park are also a
concern for Como Park neigh-
bors.  This year, a proposal by the
St Paul Parks and Recreation De-
partment to fund a study of alter-
native uses for the Como Park
Golf Course received a lot of at-
tention.  While it doesn’t appear
that this study will receive fund-
ing from the city, the Como
Community Council is working
to actively engage with Parks and
Rec about future plans for the
Park.  Last year, Parks and Rec
launched the Como Regional
Park Advisory Committee, a citi-
zen advisory panel.  After a learn-
ing year for all parties, the com-
mittee structure is being tweaked
to ensure that it is the start of the
foundation for more citizen par-
ticipation in park-related deci-
sions.  Our representatives to the
committee provide reports to the
full Como Community Council
at each of our monthly board
meetings, and work with other
committees to address issues of
mutual concern.

Despite these challenges,
summer is a great time for us to
enjoy all of the benefits of this
world-class park in the heart of
our neighborhood.  I look for-
ward to seeing neighbors at the
pool, at a concert, on a walk
around the lake, or checking out
the new exhibits at the Zoo and
Conservatory!

(Jon Knox is the Chair of the Dis-
trict 10 Como Community Council,
a non-profit 501(c)3 organization
dedicated to informing, educating,
and connecting the Como Park
neighborhood to increase communi-
ty pride and confidence.  More in-
formation is available at www.dis-
trict10comopark.org.)
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A creative new approach to
building community, raising so-
cial awareness and inspiring lo-
cal action through art is gaining
momentum in the Hamline
Midway area.

Local resident and spoken
word artist Justin James has been
hosting “Poetry for Thought” at
Groundswell Coffee every first
Friday of the Month since No-
vember. He has brought together
some of the Twin Cities best spo-
ken word artists who write origi-
nal pieces based on a monthly
theme of local and social signifi-
cance chosen by the community. 

It’s not just about listening
to great poetry, though. Follow-
ing each performance is a discus-
sion between audience members
and performers, with the goal of
inspiring people to act and con-
necting them with the resources
to do so.

Spurred by the value he per-
ceives in strengthening local
communities, the aim of “Poetry
for Thought” is to create a safe
space for occasionally unsafe
ideas where poetry can pervade
as a dialogical force in the public
sphere, James says.

“We are hoping that through
dialogue with participants and
finding what their visions and
hopes for the neighborhood are,
we can connect people who
share those same visions and
then provide them with the re-

sources to make those visions a
reality,” he said.

“Poetry for Thought” is just
the beginning of what James has
planned. With grant funding
from the Artist Neighbor Partner-
ship Initiative through the Uni-
versity of Minnesota’s Center for
Urban and Regional Affairs and a
cooperative partnership with The
Hamline Midway Coalition, he
plans to expand the monthly
events into a full-fledged com-
munity action project called “Art
for the Movement.”

By building relationships
with new artists of varying disci-
plines, including visual and per-
formance, and partnering with
social justice organizations,
James hopes to grow Art for the
Movement into a widespread ini-
tiative that begets meaningful
change through the vehicle of
art.

One manifestation of “Art
for the Movement” community
residents can look forward to
this summer is regular youth
workshops James plans to host.

Recently finishing work in the
Education program at Hamline
University, he intends to put his
skills as an educator to use work-
ing with area youth and local
artists. 

He is also in the process of
planning more frequent “Poetry
for Thought” performances and
is looking for venues interested
in hosting the events. 

James is open and eager to
collaborate with other organiza-
tions, artists and people in the
community. If you are interested
in learning more or collaborat-
ing with “Poetry for Thought”
and “Art for the Movement,” feel
free to contact Justin James at
justino.james@gmail.com.

(Kyle Mianulli (kyle@hamlinemid-
way.org) is communications coordi-
nator for District 11 Community
Council.)

Art meets social justice in Hamline Midway community

News from District 11
BY KYLE MIANULLI, HAMLINE MIDWAY COALITION - DISTRICT COUNCIL 11

Popularity of Como Park draws many to area

Como Community Council Corner
JON KNOX, BOARD CHAIR OF THE DISTRICT 10 COMO COMMUNITY COUNCIL 

Town meeting 

well received

Thank you to the people who
joined me and Representative
John Lesch at a town meeting
on Saturday, April 27, at the
McDonough Recreation Center.
As your neighbors and your leg-
islators in House District 66B,
we were pleased to meet with
you.

This was a great opportuni-
ty for community members to
voice their feelings and con-
cerns about events at the Capi-
tol and in our district. A num-

ber of excellent questions were
raised at the meeting, which
made for worthwhile, com-
pelling discussion.  

If you would like to be no-
tified about future town meet-
ings, please contact my office at
taina.maki@senate.mn or 651-
296-5645 with your informa-
tion. I look forward to meeting
with you all soon.

Until then, please feel free
to contact me to share your
thoughts and concerns.

Senator John Marty

Letters to the Editor



By JAN WILLMS
There is an old saying that what
goes around comes around.  The
actions and thoughts that you
emit into the universe will some-
day be returned to you.

And for Bowen and Nancy
Phelps, residents of Albert Street,
this old axiom is coming true.

Friends, family, neighbors
and co-workers are joining to-
gether to present a fund-raiser
for the couple June 15 from 3 to
8 p.m. on Albert Street, between
Hoyt and Nebraska Avenues.

They are both suffering from
cancer, and all the volunteering
and support and friendship they
have offered over the years is be-
ing returned in full to them.

“It’s kind of a boomerang
commitment to life,” said long-
time friend Bill O’Neill. “You get
back what you give.”

Bowen had a seizure at his
work as a sales associate for Cen-
tury Link nearly a year ago, and
was eventually diagnosed with
brain cancer. Nancy had been di-
agnosed with a slow-moving
leukemia ten years ago.

Recently both have been un-
dergoing chemotherapy and ex-
periencing exhaustion, as well as
dramatic increases in insurance
co-pays. 

“That is what they are most
concerned about,” said Erin
Phelps-Stark, Bowen’s sister.
“Bowen is not working, and they
knew their insurance would
change. Bowen has had two sur-
geries, chemo and radiation.” 

She said that quite a few
people are in love with her
brother, and she and her other
brothers and sisters are putting
the fundraiser together. Nancy’s
siblings are also helping.

“Our younger brother is a
pit master, and he is hauling a
smoker up from Florida,”
Phelps-Stark said. “My sister is
doing face-painting, and another

brother has been collecting
prizes for an auction and raffle.”

Bracelets for $10 will be sold
at the entrance, and this will
provide the purchaser with a
meal of pulled pork. Music,
games and activities for children,
a bake sale by Century Link
Friends and a silent auction and
raffle will all be a part of the
day’s events.

O’Neill, who said his kids
grew up with the Phelps’ three
sons, identified Bowen and Nan-
cy as always being the life of the
party.

“They were people who, un-
til this unfortunate event, gave to
their friends and community
whenever they could,” he said. 

“Bowen is animated and full
of life, a music lover,” he contin-
ued. “The best way to connect
with him is watching him at a
concert and seeing him enjoying
himself.”

In spite of a recent tough
round of chemotherapy, Bowen
is planning to enjoy the block
party with his family and
friends.

“We have lived here awhile,
and we go to church at St. Ce-
celia’s. All our kids grew up here,
and I used to hang out by Muf-
fuletta’s when I was in high
school. My wife lived in the Co-
mo Park area her entire life.

Everybody who we have touched
has been in this general neigh-
borhood,” he said.

On the flyers that have been
passed out for the June event,
there is a picture of a buffalo
and the phrase “In the spirit of
the Buffalo.” 

“When the doctor told my
wife that I had stage 4 brain can-
cer and the worst form you can
have, my wife asked her if she
couldn’t be more positive. The
doctor said she had to be realis-
tic.  When my wife asked her
what we could do, she said to
surround ourselves with people
with good thoughts and good

spirits. She suggested we get a
totem and visualize the cancer,
which would help the internal
body fight,” Bowen recalled.

He said he heard about a
young kid who visualized Star
Wars storm troopers attacking
his cancer cells, and Bowen de-
cided to go with a buffalo.

“I got a buffalo hide, and
my brother had it blessed by a
medicine man,” he said. “I wrap
myself in it and think. Some-
times bad thoughts, sometimes
good thoughts,” he admitted.

He said that personally, the
fact that both he and his wife are
currently fighting cancer leaves
them both exhausted. But he
said it does bring them closer to-
gether with their faith communi-
ty and friends. People drop off
gift cards or food, and he said
the family really appreciates the
kindness.

“The things I prefer doing, I
can’t do right now,” Bowen con-
tinued. “I like to go to the
boundary waters and kayak.” But
he is hopeful that he will be able
to do those activities once again.

For now, he likes to read and
journal. Nancy likes to sketch
and paint. And both are looking
forward to the June block party.
They are hoping sons Anthony,
14; Keith, 20 and Jason, 26, will
all be able to attend.

“Everyone is invited. We’ll
have lots of food, and we have to
get rid of it,” Bowen joked. 

O’Neill said he has always
been impressed with Bowen and
struggles he has overcome.
Bowen currently has 30 years of
sobriety.

“He had some real struggles
early on, but he has taken all
those emotions and turned them
into something that has been
positive. And he has been posi-
tive through all this.”
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:MAKE YOURS A

ONION RINGS
(Recipe No. 16)

DOUBLE CHEESE BUTTERBURGER® 
(Recipe No. 3)

© 2013 Culver Franchising System, Inc. 

Culver’s of 
St. Paul - Midway  
1491 University Ave. 
St. Paul, MN 55104
(651) 797-3467

Come on in to your local Culver’s restaurant:

Como community comes together for couple stricken by cancer
June 15 block party planned to raise spirits, support funds for longtime Como family

Como Park residents Nancy and Bowen Phelps pose with son, Anthony, 14, and hold pictures of sons Jason and
Keith. They hope that all sons will be able to attend the fundraiser for the couple on June 15 from 3 to 8 p.m. on
Albert Street.



By DEBORAH BROTZ
While the Rice Street Festival

is the oldest community festival
around going back to 1910, it is al-
ways changing. This year the Free
Family Fun Night has been ex-
panded to include many more ac-
tivities.  And, the newly formed
Rice Street Festival Committee has
many more community members
involved in the festival, which
runs from Wed., July 24-Sun., July
28.

“The festival committee is just
expanding its volunteer base,” said

Kirsten Libby, chair of the Rice
Street Festival Committee and
president of the North End Busi-
ness Association (NEBA). “We’re
getting more help from the com-
munity. Many hands make light
work. We put a group together so
more people from the community
can get involved.”

Now, there’s a little more
structure and involvement.

“Louis Ryg, who had been
our parade director for many
years, retired,” said Libby. “He
handled so much. We had to bring

new people on and get people ed-
ucated as to what he did. Cindy
Shanley retired as well so we have
a new royalty director, Monette
Moorman. Between Cindy retiring
and Louis retiring, we had to fill a
gap.”

In addition to Moorman,
Don Apitz is the new parade direc-
tor; Gidget Bailey, from Tin Cup’s,
and Kevin Barrett, from Dar’s
Double Scoop, are sharing activi-
ties director; while Gina Stokes,
recreation director at Rice Street
Recreation Center, is in charge of

Family Fun Night at the center.
Libby, owner of Libby Law

Office, wanted to be chair of the
Rice Street Festival Committee for
many reasons.

“I do like to be involved in
the North End,” she said. “There
are so many good things going on.
The festival is a good opportunity
to showcase Rice Street and the
North End. With as many people
who work on Rice Street, the festi-
val shows the commitment and
enthusiasm these volunteers
have.”

The committee decided to ex-
pand the Family Fun Night be-
cause it’s so popular with families.

“It was so well-attended and
liked last year,” said Libby. “It’s an
opportunity for good, clean, free
family fun for kids and their par-
ents.”

Family Fun Night will be held
Fri., July 26, at the Rice Street
Recreation Center, 1022 Marion St.
and will feature several activities
from 6 to 8 p.m.: a rock climbing
wall, a jump castle, carnival games,
face painting, temporary tatoos,
and spin art and button making. A
fire truck and a canine unit are al-
so planned to be at the festival. At
8 p.m., a free outdoor movie,
“Wreck It Ralph,” will be shown.

The schedule of festival activi-
ties is: Wed., July 24, Old Timers
Softball Game; Thurs., July 25,
Rice Street Festival Parade; Fri., Ju-
ly 26, Family Fun Night; Sat., July
27, Kickball Tournament, on ath-
letic fields at Rice Street and Law-
son across the street from Dar’s
Double Scoop and JMT Subs. The
Car Show and the High Heel Race
are also on Saturday, which people
can register for at Dar’s Double
Scoop. Sun., July 28, is the Queen
Coronation.

Apitz, who moved to the Rice
Street area from Isanti in February
2013, helped out with the Isanti
Parade as a float driver for the
Isanti Ambassador Program for 15
years.

“I love community involve-
ment,” he said. “The Rice Street
Parade director was stepping
down. It was the perfect opportu-
nity to help the community I’m
in. The more volunteers you have,
the better everything is.”

Finding it difficult to pinpoint
one parade highlight, Apitz says
he’s trying to make the whole pa-
rade a highlight.

“There is one thing,” he said.
“There’s going to be a lot of fire
trucks. I’m trying to get all the fire
trucks from the area that represent
the different areas. When the little
kids see a city block of fire trucks
with sirens and lights flashing, it’s
exciting. The Half Pint Marching
Band from Farnsworth Elementary
will be in the parade. A lot of
schools don’t have marching
bands.”

Moorman, who was a past
Rice Street Princess six years ago,
brings her past experience to her
new position as royalty director.

“We like to keep our Royalty
Program really based in the com-
munity,” she said. “We’d like to get
more royalty from the Rice Street
area.”

Moorman is in charge of the
Kickoff Dinner, on Mon., June 24;
the Fashion Show, on Mon., July
15; and the Coronation, on Sun.,
July 28.

The Kickoff Dinner is the in-
troduction of candidates running
for Rice Street Royalty. The social
starts at 6 p.m. with dinner at 7
p.m. and will be catered by TST, at
Ideal Hall, 1494 Dale St. N.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 8
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The newly formed Rice Street Festival Committee has many more communi-
ty members involved in the festival, which runs from Wed., July 24-Sun.,
July 28.

In addition to Monette Moorman, Don Apitz is the new parade director; 
Gidget Bailey, from Tin Cup’s, and Kevin Barrett, from Dar’s Double Scoop,
are sharing activities director; while Gina Stokes, recreation director at Rice
Street Recreation Center, is in charge of Family Fun Night at the center.

Rice Street Festival: 
Always changing, adding activities



Midway YMCA has always been
a hotbed for Handball. A few
key long time handball players
Gary Aeles, Rich Ryan, Emanuel
Woods,  Ray Miller, Greg Taylor,
Ted Bergstrom ( 83 years young)
and all the other handball play-
ers have helped build a new
group of young handball players
at the Y.

David Miller (16 years old)
took first place in the A Division
at the Minnesota State Handball
tournament last weekend. Jesus
Cordova (17 years Old) took 3
place in the B division.

The really good news is the
Minnesota State Handball recog-
nize the need to invite more
young players to join them at the
state handball tournament (April
27 ) at the University of Minneso-

ta. Matt Johnson Director of
Recreation (handball player) set
up two courts to allow 9 young
handball players from the Mid-
way YMCA and 2 players from
Mankato into the tournament.

Sportsmanship, support of
the other players, hard play and
having fun was some of the key
ingredient to this Youth 2
bounce tournament. The 9 play-
ers were from 4 different coun-
tries and all have been playing
for only 3 months.

The 3 top finisher were Zach
Wells, Joseph Lallier and Youssef
Abdallah. All the participants
Ahmed Ellebishy, Amen Ellbishy,
Jonah Engelking, Lelan Engelk-
ing, Lucas Wells, Braden La-
tourneau were all great sports
and all were winners.
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Rice Street Festival
Kickball Tournament

Saturday July 27th 8:00 AM
$100 registration fee per team-amateur teams only! 

No Professional Players! 2 games guaranteed
Cash Prize for 1st, 2nd, 3rd Place Winners

Location Rice Street Recreation Center-Rice Fields 
on Rice Street & Lawson Avenue

18 and over! Space is limited to the first 12 teams.
For a registration form or more  information contact District 6 Planning Council at 

651-488-4485, district6ed@dist6pc.org or website  www.district6stpaul.org

Register by July 12th-a minimum of 6 teams must be 
registered to begin the tournament

Visit the website www.ricestreetfestival.com for a complete list of Festival Activities! 

First row left to right: Leland Engelking, Joseph Lallier, Zach Wells, Lu-
cas Wells, Daniel Ramerez. Second row: Mitchell Lallier, Amen Ellbeshy,
Ahmed Ellbeshy, Brandon Latourneau, Jonah Engelking, Youssef Abdal-
lah and Emanuel Woods.

Midway Y: Hotbed for handball

“Like” us on Facebook

The library’s annual Summer
Reading Program, happening at
all 13 library locations and the
Bookmobile, started June 1 and
ends August 30. The program is
for anyone birth to age 18. Kids
read what they choose, earn
book rewards, and enter draw-
ings for other great prizes.

“The success of our students
is crucial to the success of Saint
Paul,” Mayor Chris Coleman
said. “We know that reading dur-
ing the summer is one of the
most critical things we can do to
address summer learning loss
and start to bridge the achieve-
ment gap. The Summer Reading
Program is a great way to address

the achievement gap and keep
our students learning.”

All Saint Paul Public Library
locations host a variety of sum-
mer performances for children
and their families, including ma-
gicians, musicians, puppeteers,
acrobats, jugglers, comedians,
and even visits from live animals.

Summer reading activities
are great for children who are
not as confident in their reading
skills, because they show kids
that books and reading can be
fun. Kids are more motivated to
read when they pursue our own
reading interests. In the Summer
Reading Program, there are no
required reading lists or tests.

Children and young people read
(or are read to) what they
choose. The child (or their adult)
tracks their reading time to be el-
igible for prizes.

The Summer Reading Pro-
gram is sponsored by The
Friends of the Saint Paul Public
Library. 

For more information about
upcoming summer reading activities
and events at the Saint Paul Public
Library, visit www.sppl.org/summer
or stop by your local library for a
Summer Reading Program calendar.

Explore SprocketsSaint-
Paul.org for additional summer
learning opportunities for chil-
dren. 

Saint Paul Public Library kicks off
annual summer reading program

The library’s annual Summer Reading Program, happening at all 13 library locations and the Bookmobile, started
June 1 and ends August 30. The program is for anyone birth to age 18.



By JANE MCCLURE
Several area neighborhoods

lack sidewalk connections,
sometimes for a block or several
blocks. That’s a problem for
walkers, children on bikes or
trikes,  and people who use
wheelchairs or mobility scoot-
ers. It can mean crossing the
street to travel or in some cases,
traveling in mixed traffic.

For property owners, side-
walks add installation as well as
ongoing maintenance expense.
That’s why the notion of adding
the walkways can generate so
much controversy, as happened
recently in the North End.

Getting infill  sidewalks
added in the future will be easi-
er if Ward Five Council Member
Amy Brendmoen is able to craft
new policies for the city’s street
paving program. But during the
upcoming summer construction
season, one North End residents
who wanted infill  sidewalks
added as part of an upcoming
street paving project will be dis-
appointed.

Because the request for side-
walks was made so late in the
street project planning process,
Brendmoen said a request for a
sidewalk along Kent Street’s west
side from Orange Avenue to

Wheelock Parkway would be de-
nied. 

Typically when the city re-
does neighborhood streets, ex-
isting sidewalks are replaced as
needed. Under the Residential
Street Vitality Program, residents
pay 25 percent and the city pays
the rest. But in this case, there
isn’t a sidewalk on Ken’s west
side. Some residents contend
that would add too much to
project costs.

“I think sidewalks are im-
portant,” Brendmoen said. She
wants to change the city’s Resi-
dential Street Vitality Program
so that future projects include
potential costs of infill side-
walks up front.

That action disappointed
one group of North End resi-
dents,  who wants to see the
sidewalk installed along Kent.
More than a dozen people at-
tended a May public hearing on
the sidewalk issue, including
several children.

Deborah Kuebler and her
family live on Front Avenue, and
use Kent frequently. They told
the City Council in May that the
area isn’t safe for pedestrians.
“Our area has a hill and vehicles
tend to speed up there,” she
said. Her children would use the

sidewalk to get to friends’
homes and other destinations.

Deann Urbaniak-Lesch lives
on Wheelock Parkway “I feel
badly that we as a neighbor-
hood are so split on this issue.”
But she walks frequently and
agrees with the safety concerns,
saying a sidewalk is very much
needed.

Others vehemently protest-
ed the idea of sidewalks. Con-
cerns ranged from not wanting
to pay for sidewalks to not
wanting to move landscaping
that has been planted in a city
right-of-way.

Forest Lake resident Corrine
Mitsch owns rental properties at
1309 and 1311 Kent St. “I am
opposed to any sidewalk there,”
she said. She and her tenants
testified at they wouldn’t be able
to keep the sidewalks cleared of
snow, and that paying for snow
removal could make rents cost-
prohibitive.

Steve Nelson lives on the
part of Wheelock Parkway eyed
for sidewalks. He said installing
them would be “a classic over-
reach” by city government. He
also contended that adding side-
walks would be detrimental to
the area and would affect neigh-
borhood character.
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1220 Rice Street • 651-487-7967

Celebrating Cowboy Style!

YOU ARE WANTED
on June 22nd to help Tin Cups Celebrate 2 years! OPEN to CLOSE, $2 Tall Boys, 

Country Music and a prize for the Best Dressed Western Costume

Rice Street
Festival
Continued from page 6

“This is their first chance to
be seen by the public,” said
Moorman. “It’s a fun way to raise
money for the festival. We also do
a dessert auction.”

The Fashion Show also starts
at 6 p.m. with a social hour, and
at 7 p.m., the show starts. It will
be held at the Klub Haus, 1079
Rice St.

“This is another one of our
fund-raisers we do to support the
festival,” said Moorman.

People can get in to the
Coronation on July 28 with a
button that costs $5. They will be
available at many local businesses
in the area on June 25.

The purpose of the Rice
Street Festival is to celebrate the
community.

“It presents the opportunity
for people to come together and
celebrate their neighborhood,
their history, and their diversity,”
said Libby.

Libby hopes people appreci-
ate all the hard work volunteers
have done to make the festival
the best it can be.

“I hope that we have a lot of
people participate, and they really
have a good time,” she said.

For information, visit: rices-
treetfestival.com

North End fights over more sidewalks

“I think sidewalks 

are important.”

- Ward 5 City Council Member 

Amy Brendmoen 

Support our Advertisers!



Hamline Midway
Community 
Rummage Sale
On Saturday, June 22, CityLife
Church is hosting a Hamline Mid-
way Community Rummage Sale
from 8 a.m. to 3 p.m. at The Cen-
tral Mission located at 1632
Charles Avenue in St. Paul. Free
electronics and scrap metal recy-
cling will be on site as well, provid-
ed by Roque of RW Electronic Re-
cycling. For more information
about opportunities to reserve
table space for selling your used
items, please contact CityLife by
email at citylifechurch.info
@gmail.com.

Come to shop! Come to sell!
Join in the fun!

Ramsey County Fair
celebrates 100th
anniversary
The 100th Anniversary of the
Ramsey County Fair will feature
five days of fun-filled activities at
the County Fairgrounds near
Aldrich Arena – White Bear Ave. at
Frost in Maplewood July 10-14. It
has been the intent of the fair plan-
ners to make this annual county
fair a participation experience as
well as a spectator’s experience.   4-
H and other youth and adults can
compete in all of the educational
exhibits (cooking, sewing, crafts,
gardening, etc.) for ribbons and
cash prizes. Winners in the talent
contest will enter into the
Minnesota State Fair competition.
There will be a variety of entertain-
ment – daily bands, kids can be
“farmer for the day,” car show,
Gibbs Farm demonstrators, chil-
dren’s petting zoo,  fireworks, carni-
val rides, parade and more.
Commercial exhibitors, food ven-
dors and carnival rides round out
the fair activities.  For a com-
plete list of events  -  ramsey-
countyfair.com  Before the fair
opens carnival ride tickets at signif-
icantly reduced prices can now be
obtained. The admission to the
County Fair is free.

Co-ed Drum Circle
June 28
Announcing a Co-ed Drum Circle
on Friday, June 28, 6:30 p.m.
Percussion, rhythm and freedom
of expression will be explored. All
levels of experience are welcomed
and encouraged. Women’s Drum
Center, 2242 University Ave. W.,
St. Paul.  $10.00 at the door.
Drums provided.  Info and regis-
tration at www.womensdrumcen-
ter.org.

Como Park Tree Trek
UMN Professor Emeritus Chet
Mirocha will lead a walking tour
highlighting some of Como Park’s

tree species at 10 a.m. on Saturday,
June 22nd.  This free event, open to
all ages, will begin in front of the
Como Carousel and end at the
Como Lakeside Pavilion.  Come
learn about some of Como’s spe-
cial trees!  For more information,
call District 10 at (651) 644-3889 or
visit www.district10comopark.org.

Viking Toastmasters
switches to summer
meetings
Viking Toastmasters will switch to a
summer meeting schedule for June,
July and August, Meetings will be
held on the second and forth
Wednesdays at the Rice Street
Library, 1011 Rice St., St. Paul. All
meetings start at 6:30 PM.  Anyone
interested in improving their com-
munication skills is welcome. You
may visit without cost or obligation. 

New pastor at Central
Baptist Church
The Reverend Dr. Joel Lawrence
preached his first sermon as the
Pastor of Central Baptist Church,
420 Roy Street N., on Sunday,
June 9.

Pastor Joel comes to Central
from Bethel Seminary in Arden
Hills where he has been Associ-
ate Professor of Systematic Theol-
ogy since 2007. A graduate of
Texas A & M University and Dal-
las Seminary, Joel earned a Mas-
ters degree and Ph.D. from Jesus
College, Cambridge University.
Lawrence’s dissertation explored
Dietrich Bonhoeffer’s  theology
of human transformation.  He
has published numerous articles
and one book on Bonhoeffer.
Another book is to be released
soon. While in Cambridge he
served on the staff of St. Andrew
the Great Church, Cambridge,
England.

Pastor Lawrence is married to
Myndi, and they have four chil-
dren. The Lawrence family will be
formally welcomed on Sunday,
June 16th when Joel will be
installed at a special 9 a.m.
Installation Service. The public is
invited.

District 10 Boundary
Change Committee
seeks volunteers
The District 10 Como
Community Council is looking
for volunteers to join the
Boundary Change Ad Hoc
Committee, charged with ensur-
ing a smooth transition of the
South Como neighborhood from
the District 6 Planning Council to
District 10.  The committee’s
work begins in June and will last
until the end of April, 2014.
Volunteers, who will work on
bylaw revisions and plans to
engage residents in the district,

should expect a time commit-
ment of four hours per month
this summer, and five to six hours
per month from September
through April.  Desired qualifica-
tions include service on non-
profit boards/committees, knowl-
edge about the role of district
councils, familiarity with neigh-
borhood issues, and an ability to
work with others towards a com-
mon goal.  Individuals interested in
serving should visit http://www.dis-
trict10comopark.org/boundary_ch
ange_ad_hoc_committee.html, or
call the District 10 office at (651)
644-3889 by June 15.

Midway Y begins
community garden
This Summer, St Paul Midway
YMCA will have a community
garden on-site in front of the
building. Over 150 kids from
childcare and day camp will be
learning about gardening and
growing produce for their fami-
lies and for Open Hands Midway,
a local food shelf. Community
partners include Blue Cross Blue
Shield, Cuningham Group, and
The Minnesota Horticulture
Society. The community is invited
to participate in the planting of
the garden which will take place
on Friday, June 14th from 9-noon.
Bring your gardening tools if you
have them. For more information
contact Cathy Quinlivan,
Director of Healthy Living at
Catherine.quinlivan@ymcatwinc
ities.org or 651-292-4138.

Rummage sale at
Bethel June 12-15
Bethel Lutheran Church will hold
its 12th Annual Rummage Sale
benefiting the Children’s Christian
Education Fund on June 12 (Pre-
sale 6-8 p.m.; $3 admission), June
13 and 14 (9 a.m.-6 p.m.) and
June 15 (9 a.m.-3 p.m.).  Bethel is
located in St. Paul’s Como Park
neighborhood at 670 W. Whee-
lock Parkway, St. Paul.

We offer a wide range of
items including books, furniture,
tools, houseware items, dishes,
glassware, stemware, crystal, col-
lectibles of all kinds, arts & crafts,
jewelry, office supplies, working
electronics, sporting goods, gen-
tly used toys & clothing for the
whole family.  

For more information about
Bethel Lutheran Church, its pro-
grams and ministries visit
www.bethelstpaul.com or call
651-488-6681.

Keystone Senior
Picnic June 26
Keystone Senior Picnic – will be
on Wednesday, June 26th at
11:45 a.m.  There will be “sum-
mer food” and our  special pro-
gram will be “America’s Favorite 

Pastime…Baseball” present-

ed by  Full Bloom.  Come join
your friends or meet new ones for
a fun and filling afternoon. $6.00
Call to register.

River Cruise 
planned July 23
Upcoming St. Croix River Cruise
will be on Tuesday, July 23rd
from 10 a.m. – 2:30 p.m. when
we will travel to Stillwater, board
the Andiamo and enjoy the
sights and sounds of the St. Croix
River.  A deli lunch will be served
during the cruise. The cost for
coach bus, cruise and lunch is
$39.50.  Call to register. 

Free Health Insurance Coun-
seling….3rd Thursday of the
month… call to sign up  for a
one hour appointment.

Nutritious meals through
Keystone Community Services…
fresh unheated, frozen, and fresh
hot available delivered daily.
Call for further information. 

Call Keystone Senior

Program at 651-645-7424 to reg-
ister for these events and to
receive a copy of our current
Senior Hi-Lites newsletter.

‘Services for Seniors’
discussed at luncheon
“Local Services for Seniors” will

be the topic for the Tuesday, July
9 luncheon sponsored by
Hamline Midway Elders. The
guest speaker for this monthly
luncheon program will be
Monica Gallagher who has served
as the Service/Volunteer Director
at Hamline Midway Elders for the
past 11 years. The luncheon
begins at 11:30 am, and free
blood pressure checks are also
provided. Free transportation can
be provided to seniors in the
Hamline Midway neighborhood.
For more information, please call
(651) 209-6542.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10
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Send us your news! When you submit your press release it will be considered for both the newspaper as well as the Monitor Facebook page 
(facebook.com/monitorsaintpaul). You can also go to our website, MonitorSaintPaul.com and enter the information in the online Event Calendar.

In Our Community
Monitor

Behind the Curtain with Park Square Theatre 
Join cast members of Park Square Theatre’s upcoming production
of Sherlock Holmes and the Adventure of the Suicide Club for an
intimate discussion of their work on the play on Monday, June 17,
7 p.m., at the Hamline Midway Library, 1558 W. Minnehaha Ave.
Contact The Friends for information about a half-price ticket deal
in conjunction with the library program, good for any perform-
ance June 19 through July 14 (limit four tickets). 651-222-3242

In the heart of London, in a windowless house, some of Eu-
rope’s most powerful men gather to play a game. The game is mur-
der. This is The Suicide Club, and they have a new member: Sher-
lock Holmes—brilliant, perceptive, the greatest detective in the
English-speaking world. Does Holmes wish to die? Will he have to
kill? Can Dr. Watson save him?

Theater discussion programs are free and open to the public. As
a regular benefit, members of The Friends receive a $5 discount on
regular-price tickets at Park Square Theatre throughout the year (not
available with website purchases). For more information on their
other plays, please visit www.parksquaretheatre.org.

Join cast members of Park Square Theatre’s upcoming production of
Sherlock Holmes and the Adventure of the Suicide Club for an intimate
discussion of their work on the play on Monday, June 17, 7 p.m., at the
Hamline Midway Library, 1558 W. Minnehaha Ave. Contact The
Friends for information about a half-price ticket deal in conjunction
with the library program, good for any performance June 19 through July
14 (limit four tickets).



In Our
Community
Continued from page 9

Ice Cream Social,
Dinner both planned
Save the Dates - Hamline Midway
Elders is planning two events
where the entire community is
invited to attend. The annual Ice
Cream Social will be held
Wednesday evening, July 17 and
the Friends, Feast & Fine Art
(lasagna dinner) will be held on
Friday evening, September 20.
Details coming soon! For more
information, please contact Tom
Fitzpatrick at (651) 209-6542 or
tom@hmelders.org. 

Como Business
Network holds kick
off June 19
The Como Business Network, 
a new initiative of the District 
10 Como Community Council,
will hold a kick off meeting 
on Wednesday, June 19 from 8:00
a.m.-9:30 a.m. at Black Bear
Crossings Cafe and Banquet Center
on Lake Como  (1360 Lexington
Parkway North, St Paul).  

The goal of the business net-
work is to bring together business-
es serving the Como Park neigh-
borhood to offer networking and
business growth opportunities.
The kick off meeting will provide
the opportunity to join other busi-
ness representatives and owners to
help guide the direction of the new
Network, including planning a
network launch event and other
activities over the coming month.
Membership in the Network is
open to all businesses located in or
providing services to the Como
Park Neighborhood.  Please RSVP to
district10@district10comopark.org
or 651-644-3889.

District 6 Council
moves meetings
Beginning in July the District 6
Planning Council’s Board of
Directors and Land Use Task
Force meetings will be held at 301
Hatch-North Emmanuel Lutheran
Church. Starting time remains
the same, 6:30 p.m. The sched-
uled July 2013 Board of Director’s
meeting has been cancelled. Visit
our Facebook page or website,
www.disrict6stpaul.org for infor-
mation, if you want to receive
email notifications on neighbor-
hood happenings, crime reports
and D6 events, meetings and
other communications email dis-
trict6ed@dist6pc.org, we do not
share your information. 

Co-ed Drum Circle
planned June 28
Announcing a Co-ed Drum Circle
on Friday, June 28, 6:30 p.m.
Percussion, rhythm and freedom
of expression will be explored. All
levels of experience are welcomed
and encouraged.  Women’s Drum
Center,  2242 University Ave. W.
$10 at the door.  Drums provided.
Info and registration at
www.womensdrumcenter.org.

Churches offer joint
Vacation Bible School
North Emanuel Lutheran Church
(301 Hatch Ave.) and Galilee
Lutheran Church (N. McCarrons
Blvd and Rice Street, Roseville)
are offering a free joint Vacation
Bible School June 24-27 from
5:30 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. for chil-
dren ages 4-4th grade (completed
4th grade).  The theme is “God’s
Backyard Bible Camp-under the
Sun-where kids have a blast serv-
ing Jesus!”  Vacation Bible School
will be held at North Emanuel on
Monday and Tuesday and at
Galilee on Wednesday and Thurs-
day.  Free transportation is pro-
vided to each site.

Here’s the schedule: Monday
and Tuesday: 5:15 p.m. Bus pick-
up at Galilee with transport to
North Emanuel Wednesday and
Thursday: 5:15 p. Bus pickup at
North Emanuel with transport to
Galilee. Supper is at 5:30 p.m.
with activities, stories and games
from 6:00 to 7:30 p.m.

The bus will transport chil-
dren back to the church of origin
each night.

For more information or to
register for this free event

La Leche meets July
9 to discuss ‘The Art
of Breastfeeding’
The Art of Breastfeeding and
Overcoming Difficulties is the
topic of the meeting of the
Como-Midway La Leche Group
on Tuesday, July 9. All expectant

and nursing mothers are invited
to attend with their babies and
toddlers. Call Heidi at 651-659-
9527 for more information.

Free Music in 
the Parks series 
in full swing
Saint Paul’s annual summer Music
in the Parks series is in full swing
with performances scheduled at
locations across the city. The Mu-
sic in the Park series features mu-
sic from a variety of genres includ-
ing orchestra, blues/jazz, 50s doo-
wop and popular music. The 2013
season boasts more than 130 free
concerts taking place now through
September 1.

In addition to the free Music
in the Parks concerts, there will
also be evening theater-style mu-
sicals taking place at Como Lake-

side Pavilion on Thursday, Friday
and Saturday evenings in July
and August. This season’s sched-
ule includes performances of
“Annie” by the Rosetown Play-
house, “Grease” by the Hillcrest
Theater and “Memories of Como
Park-The Musical” performed by
Como Park Productions. The cost
of the musical theater perform-
ances varies depending upon the
show.  

Music in the Parks perform-
ance locations for the 2013 season
include:

Como Lakeside Pavilion,
Phalen Amphitheater, Raspberry
Island, Rice Park, and Mears Park. 

A complete schedule of Music
& Theater in the Parks performanc-
es and information on how to be-
come a performer for the Music in
the Parks series can be found online
at http://www.stpaul.gov/index.as-
px?NID=1357
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GARY’S AUTOMOTIVE REPAIR

455 ATWATER ST. • ST. PAUL, MN 55117
651-776-9088 • 651-487-3659

MANAGER
GARY NIPPOLDT

ASST. MANAGER
GREG NIPPOLDT

• Tire Repair
• Tune-Ups
• Brakes
• Exhaust

• Oil Changes
• Air Conditioning
• Computer Diagnosis
• General Repair

CONCRETE
SIDEWALKS,
STEPS AND 

STUCCO REPAIR

GLASS BLOCK
WINDOW

good for basements
any size

CHIMNEY &
FIREPLACE

WORK
Call Mark Larson
651-642-5090

SERVICES • SERVICES • SERVICES • SERVICES • SERVICES • SERVICES • SERVICES

Monitor in a
minute
Continued from page 2

City Council. He has served the
city for 33 years, starting his ca-
reer with the St. Paul Public
Schools in 1979 and then going
to the city to be an animal con-
trol officer in 1987. He has been
the supervisor since 1995. His
last day of work was May 3.

Department of Safety and
Inspections Director Ricardo
Cervantes jokingly asked
Stephenson to hold up his
hands and show the City Coun-
cil that he hadn’t lost any fin-
gers while working in animal
control. Cervantes and council
members said they will miss
Stephenson and wished him
well in retirement. Stephenson
thanked the council and city
staff for their support over the
years. The council praised him
for his innovations with new
programs and for running a de-
partment on a tight budget.

He has helped impound
hundreds of animals. Most were
cats and dogs but he has also
been called to deal with ven-
omous and non-venomous
snakes, lizards and even alliga-
tors. He has worked in a city
that has seen more and more
wildlife, including bears, deer
and now coyotes.

He has not only worked
hard to reunite St. Paul residents
with lost pets, he has also led ef-
forts to provide education to the
public on how to deal with wild
animals. One of his most un-
usual efforts was to find ways to
control pigeons, which the city
is doing by putting birth control
drugs into bird food. He has al-
so worked on city ordinances
that regulate dangerous dogs.

Pope Automotive will
pave its lot
The new owner of a longtime
North End auto repair business
can continue to use a parking lot
associated with his shop, the St.
Paul Planning Commission de-

cided May 17. But Pope Automo-
tive will have to pave its lot at
977 Chatsworth Av. The commis-
sion approved a nonconforming
use permit for the lot but denied
a request  that the lot not be
repaved.

The business was known as
Dave’s Automotive for many
years. It was recently purchased
by Justin pop and will be Pope
Automotive. The business is lo-
cated at 991 Front Av. The
Chatsworth lot has been used as
parking since 1979, although it
is zoned for residential use.

Pope told the Planning
Commission Zoning Committee
he plans to make improvements
to the business and parking lot,
but that he wants to use class five
or gravel rather than parking. But
the Planning Commission said
that they want to see the lot
paved.

Neighbors support the con-
tinued use as a parking lot, as
does District 6 Land Use Task
Force. But the task force agrees
that the lot should be paved.

- Compiled by Jane McClure



Monitor Want Ads are now $1 per
word with a $10 minimum. Send
your remittance along with your ad
to Monitor Classifieds, Iris Park
Place, 1885 University Avenue, Ste.
#110, St. Paul, MN 55104. Classifieds
must be prepaid via cash, check,
or credit card. Classified ads can
be e-mailed to denis@deruyter-
nelson.com. Want ads must be in
the Monitor before July 1 for the July
11 issue. Call 651-645-7045 for more
information. Your classified ad 
will also be automatically placed 
on the Monitor’s website at
www.MonitorSaintPaul.com 9-12

AIR CONDITIONERS
Recyling discarded air condition-
ers. Free pick-up. No charge!
Roger 612-210-3529. 8-13

ANTIQUES
For Sale: Vintage 1900-1949
lights, house hardware, doors,
tubs, radiators, etc. Also furniture
hardware. 651-644-9270. 20% off
with ad. B-12

ATTORNEY
Creative Solutions With a
Personal Touch.  Legal Services in
the areas of: Small Business, Wills
and Trusts, Probate, Real Estate,
and Family.  Kirsten Libby, 855
Rice Street, Suite 100, St. Paul,
MN, 651-487-1208 www.libbyla-
woffice.com. B-12

BATHROOM
Bathroom/kitchen!! Basement fin-
ishing. Bad water pressure? Sinks,
Toilets and tub/surrounds. etc.
Ceramic tile. Basement bathrooms
installed Call 612-275-9815. 7-13

HANDYMAN
Como Handyman: Your job, your
price, done right, done on time.
w w w. c o m o h a n d y m a n . c o m
steve@comohandyman.com 651-
368-1791. 7-13

HELP WANTED
Liquor Store - cashiers, nites,
weekends, holidays, will train,
East Side Liquor Store, 1361 East
Maryland. No phone calls. 6-13

LAWN CARE
All your GREEN needs:
Mowing/Lawn Care/Landscaping.
20+ Years in St. Paul. Call 651-695-
1230. SorensenLawnCare.com 7-13

Lawn/Snow Service, spring and fall
cleanups, gutter cleaning and
repair. 651-699-2832. B-12

Spring clean ups, seasonal lawn
service, use small push mower, not
big riding mower. Gutter cleaning,
$70 average monthly cost. 651-
490-7617. 6-13

NETWORKING
Group for women who have no
family or no family in the area.
Share experiences and resources.
Ideal for adult only children. This
is not a therapy group. Contact
Elizabeth at 651-698-7019. 7-13

PAINTING
All Seasons painting/repair.
Wood frames/stucco, power
washing. Window glazing. Gutter
cleaning. Quality workmanship.
Insured. 651-699-2832. B-12

Concrete & Masonry Driveways
Sidewalks & Steps Brick Block &
Stone 612.910.5330 MCM13-4 6-13

Interior/exterior painting, enam-
eling, plaster patching, free esti-
mates. Bob. 651-633-5565. 12-13

PET SITTING
Wagners Pet Sitting. Walking  Day
and Overnight Care. 651-771-
0421. B-12

PIANO TUNING
Quality piano tuning and repair.
Reasonable rates. Call Robert
Clough @ 612-722-7586 or e-
mail: robtclough@aol.com. 12-13

RUMMAGE SALE
5/31/13 -  School Rummage Sale -
1550 Summit Ave, St. Paul Friday,
6/7 noon-6, Saturday, 8-3. EVERY-
THING: Furniture, clothes, house-
hold items and more! Support our
school fundraiser! 6-13

SHOES
Winter, spring - summer, fall call.
Hartland Shoes 651-646-4326.
hartlandshoes.us 6-13

SERVICES
Kustom Remodeling - Roofing,
siding, exterior/interior painting.
Sheetrock, taping and texturing.
Marty 612-724-8819. 2-14

SPANISH
Learn Spanish at ease - Spanish
Class Minnesota offers classes for
Beginners to Advanced Students.
Small groups, up to six students.
Timely and original materials.
Private lessons also available.
Next session starts June 25.
www.spanishclassmn.com. 651-
917-3445. 6-13

Concrete & Masonry Driveways
Sidewalks & Steps Brick Block &
Stone 612.910.5330 MCM13-4 6-13

WANTED TO BUY
**WANTED** - Old Stereo, HiFi
Equipment, HAM, and Cameras.
Andy 651-329-0515. 2-14

Paying the most for your furniture,
dishes, glassware, knickknacks, cos-
tume jewelry, antiques, pictures,
lamps, household items, etc., I
make housecalls. Call Mary. 612-
729-3110. 6-13

WINDOWS/SCREENS
Custom making/repairs.  Thermal
windows; fix frames, glazing.
Kendall's--651-489-3210, 651-
776-6996. B-12
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LANDSCAPING

LAWN CARE

Retaining Walls • Pavers • Sodding • Planting and Pruning 
• Lawn Care Sprinklers Contracts • Irrigation Systems

BEAKS
Quality Lawn Care & Landscape Services

Spring Clean-ups • 651-224-9299

S E R V I N G S T .  P A U L

FRANK’S HOME REPAIRS
Residential Projects / Repairs

Frank Durkin   •   651-276-7094

Carpentry - Sheetrocking
Concrete - Tile Work 
Electric - Plumbing

Exterior Drain Tile Systems
Decks - Fencing - Windows

Doors - Mold Abatement
Painting - Demolition - Landscaping

Tree Cutting - Clean-Ups and Hauling

Floyd Anderson
Concrete Construction

Steps, sidewalks, driveways, patios,
exposed aggregate patios, blockwork,
patching basement & garage floors.

Call 651 644-8567
LICENSED • BONDED • INSURED

Next Deadline: July 1
Next Issue: July 11



By JANE MCCLURE
Overhead cantenary pole

and wire installation this sum-
mer along the Central Corridor
light rail line must be completed
as quickly and quietly as possi-
ble, St. Paul City Council mem-
bers said June 5. The council ap-
proved an amended sound level
variance for the project after
much debate and discussion
with project staff and frustrated
Lowertown and University Av-
enue neighbors.

Metropolitan Council ,
which is building the rail line,
initially sought a variance for
overnight work from June 5
through December 5. The end
date was amended to August 1.
The variance covers the hours of
10 p.m. and 7 a.m. Monday
through Friday and would be
used as needed. The council also
asked that work in Lowertown
be done during daytime hours
only.

Kevin Ryan, construction
manager for the project, said the
work could be completed by Au-
gust 1. He said the longer vari-
ance was sought “just to be
safe.”

“If we’re still hanging wire
in December, we’re in big trou-
ble,” Ryan said. If weather does-
n’t cooperate this summer Met-
ropolitan Council could come
back for an amended variance.
That prompted some council
members to joke that it better
not start snowing again.

Major construction on the
light rail line has caused much
noise and disruption for busi-
nesses and residents on and near
the project, with noise, vibra-
tions, dust and even building
damage in some cases. Major
construction wrapped up late
last year.

Ryan said the work would
be much quieter than the con-
struction that has gone on for
the past two years. It doesn’t in-
volve jack hammers, sawing of
concrete, welding or other heavy
equipment. The permit applica-
tion notes that  “The main noise
is backup alarms.” That prompt-
ed Council  President Kathy
Lantry to jokingly ask if  the
work could be done in a way
that doesn’t involve backing up
of vehicles.

“This (work) is absolutely
nothing like the work we have
been doing for the past two
years,” Ryan said. The cantenary
poles are already in place all the
way from Emerald Street to
Fairview Avenue. Crews have
been working days for several
weeks.

“We’re just hanging wire,”
said Ryan. Once the poles go in
place wire is unrolled from a
large spool and installed to pow-
er the trains. Light rail is to be-
gin running in 2014.

But the request for a noise
variance dismayed some project
neighbors. “We are really getting
sick of noise,” said Lowertown
resident Justin Busch. The neigh-
borhood has been roiled by
light rail, LaFayette Bridge and
Union Depot construction, and
will soon be coping with the
demolition of the former
Gillette/Diamond products
building and the construction of
the Lowertown ballpark.

Busch said he and other
Lowertown and downtown resi-
dents are tired of being awak-

ened by noise and having their
buildings shaken.

“We were told we wouldn’t
have to deal with this again,”
said Summit-University neigh-
borhood resident Julie Green. “I
can’t understand why this can-
not get done.” Her Aurora Av-
enue home was not only shaken
by loud construction noise,
bright lights also kept her awake
last year.

“The history of the last two
years of noise has been pretty
significant,” said Ward Four
Council Member Russ Stark. He
said limiting the time period is a
reasonable compromise.

“We’re dealing with some
real consternation due to the
past two years of noise,” said
Lantry.

Council members debated
the variance at length. Ward One
Council Member Melvin Carter
III tried to lay the matter over
for a week so he could get more

information on noise levels.
“The sound travels l ike you
wouldn’t believe,” Carter said.

But Ryan said that would
slow down the project and city
staff said the noise might be
harder to quantify than the loud
noise from previous work. 

Carter’s layover motion was
defeated.

“I say the sooner we get this
done the better,’ said Ward Six
Council Member Dan Bostrom.

While saying that he agrees
with the Lowertown neighbor-
hood complaints, “I think we’re
trying too hard to make every-
one happy,” said Ward Two
Council Member Dave Thune.
But Ryan said limiting work to
days in Lowertown and down-
town wouldn’t hurt the project.
He noted condominiums and
apartments are much closer to
the line than they are on most of
University. University is where
the longer hours are needed.
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City Council amends sound level variance for Central Corridor

Construction along the Central Corridor has progressed nicely since time
that University was torn up near Iris Park Place, but there's still much work
to be done. The City Council recently approved an amended sound level
variance for the project after much debate and discussion with project staff
and frustrated Lowertown and University Avenue neighbors.


