
By JAN WILLMS
In spite of an economic cli-

mate that has dumped cold show-
ers on many expanding projects
requiring a financial commitment,
Hamline University has focused
its efforts on building a new stu-
dent center and is moving full
steam ahead.

A ground-breaking ceremony
April 11 kicked off the construc-
tion of the 75,000-square-foot
building at the corner of Snelling
and Englewood Avenues in St.
Paul. 

According to Dean of Stu-
dents Alan Sickbert, the student
center is part of a 20-year master
plan developed by the university
in 2008. 

“It was decided that within
the first five years, the plan would
include a new university center

and building,” Sickbert explained.
“This is the first major domino in
that plan.”

Sickbert said Hamline has
been short of space on campus,
and the old student center, built in
the 1960s, did not provide the
type of gathering place required.
Nor has there been an easy acces-
sibility to food service.

“The current dining is in
Sorin, which doubles as student
living, with dorms upstairs,” said
Tony Grundhauser, vice president
of development and alumni rela-
tions.

“One of the hallmarks of the
new center is its multipurpose
ability,” added Sickbert. “There
will be three programming cen-
ters, which can be used separately
or in tandem. The building is very
flexible, not extremely large but

very modern looking.”
Hamline is planning to meet

the U.S. Green Building Council’s
standards for LEED silver, in part
through solar panels and a green
roof. 

“There will be a cascading of
light throughout the entire build-
ing,” Sickbert said.  He said the
first floor will feature a coffee
shop, fireplace area, lounges, con-
venience store and information
desk. On the second floor will be
a new dining center and retail
space. The third floor of the build-
ing will provide space for student
government, student affairs, meet-
ing and program needs. 

“The third floor will also have
a meditation center and outdoor
patio,” Sickbert added. “The walk-
out patio is in the midst of a green
roof.” Sickbert also noted that
there will be underground parking
with 105-110 spaces available.

Grundhauser said the new
student center will be a key piece
of the puzzle to provide student
spaces and resources immediately.
The center is expected to be com-
pleted by August 2012. 

“One of the things we recog-
nize is that this gives us more op-
tions with the spaces we do have
on campus,” Grundhauser noted.
He said the Klas building, erected
in 2004, created an awareness of
Hamline University for those driv-
ing on Snelling from the Fair-
grounds. 

“For those coming north on
Snelling, they could pass the Uni-
versity without knowing it’s there,”
he explained. “This building will
be welcoming to our students and
the community.”

Grundhauser admitted this

has been a difficult time for
fundraising, a factor that Sickbert
agreed with. 

A donation of $8.3 million
has been given to Hamline by
alumnus Carol Anderson and her
late husband, Dennis.  In honor of
their major donation, the center
will be named the Carol Young
Anderson and Dennis L. Anderson
University Center. 

“We have been so fortunate to
have people like the Andersons,”
Grundhauser said. “And with the
groundbreaking, we can talk to a
wider array of people about the
project.”

So far, the school has raised
approximately $14.5 million to-
wards the $36 million cost of the
building. Grundhauser said Ham-
line hopes to raise up to $24 mil-
lion by fundraising and have the
other $12 million come in
through long-term investments. 

He said two major factors are
to have the alumni understand the
need for the facility and to gener-
ate excitement on campus. 

“There has been a lot of ex-
citement on campus,” Sickbert
said. “And this project is set aside
from the cost of tuition, so stu-
dents should not feel an impact.”

He said there are hopes the
new building will maintain the
current student population, as
well as attract students in general.
“We have seen in other schools a
correlation between a new build-
ing and the student population
rising,” he added.

Hamline is the oldest contin-
uously running university in the
state of Minnesota, opening in
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Hamline University launches ahead,
breaks ground on new student center

A ground-breaking ceremony April 11 kicked off the construction of the 75,000-square-foot building at the corner of Snelling and Englewood Avenues in St.
Paul.

Hamline University alumnus Carol Anderson, class of 1946, and President
Linda Hanson turn the first shovels of dirt at the groundbreaking ceremony
April 11 for Hamline's new $36 million University Center. Anderson and
her late husband, Dennis, donated $8.3 million to the project. This is the
first major project in Hamline's 20 year master plan for development.



Firefighters protest
sidelining fire rig
Area residents and business own-
ers have had many questions since
recently receiving notices stating
“Your engine is getting the pink
slip.” During the last week of
April, St. Paul firefighters distrib-
uted the notices throughout the
Hamline-Midway, Como and St.
Anthony Park neighborhoods.

The issue is staffing shortage
and the lack of use of Engine 13.
The rig operated out of Station 23
at 1929 Como Ave. The depart-
ment has not used the rig for
more than half the days in Febru-
ary, March and April due to staff
shortages, according to fire admin-
istration and International Associ-
ation of Fire Fighters Local 21.

Union members contend
that sidelining the rig is a public
safety issue and affects response
times.  But the flier has generated
confusion, with some people
calling city officials to ask if the
station is closing. Ward Four
Council Member Russ Stark said
that is not the case. Nor is the
city laying off firefighters. But the
department strength is down as
35 of 434 firefighters aren’t on
duty due to military leave, train-
ing or injuries. One solution is
that fire academy members will
graduate May 20, and will be
placed in stations soon.

Recreation centers eyed
No more St. Paul recreation cen-
ters should be torn down, the St.
Paul City Council declared April
20. The council passed a resolu-
tion opposing the demolition of
recreation centers. The resolution
was brought forward by Ward Six
Council Member Dan Bostrom,
who is trying to stave off two
recreation center closings in his

ward.  The Parks and Recreation
Commission approved a parks
system plan in January which
calls for two centers in Ward Six
to close.

The resolution may be large-
ly symbolic as the decision to ac-
tually close and demolish recre-
ation centers is up to the mayor’s
administration. The city has
closed more than a dozen recre-
ation centers in recent years due
to tight budgets. The fear council
members have is that once a
building is torn down, a neigh-
borhood loses its recreation cen-
ter for good.

“Once you lose a recreation
center, you never get it back,”
Bostrom told fellow council
members at a recent policy ses-
sion.

The North End neighbor-
hood has lost two longtime
recreation centers in recent years,
Front and Sylvan.

The council is allowing one
center to be torn down. The old
Valley Recreation Center, which
is northeast of the State Capitol,
will be torn down as a result of a
property swap approved April 20
by the City Council. The St. Paul
School Board approved the swap
April 19. Valley will be torn
down and replaced with the for-
mer Franklin Elementary School.
The Mount Airy Boys and Girls
Club, which has leased Valley for
more than a decade, will move to
Franklin. Franklin will be given
to the city.

In return the city will give
the school district control of the
East Side Community Center on
East Sixth Street. 

Activist is remembered
Verna Gilson, a longtime North
End community activist and
block club leader, was remem-
bered by the St. Paul City Coun-
cil April 13.

Gilson died April 10. She

was 79 years old.
The council declared April

13 to be Verna Gilson Day. Ward
Five Council Member Lee Helgen
called her  “a treasure of the
North End” and noted that
Gilson had been involved with
the district council system since
its beginning. She served for
many years on the District 6
(North End/South Como) Land
Use Task Force.

She was also remembered
for having a pragmatic “let’s get
something done” attitude. She
was also very active in her chil-
dren’s and grandchildren’s activi-
ties, and at First Baptist Church.
Services have been held.

Construction funds 
allocated by Council
Rice and Maryland intersection re-
construction can move ahead as a
result of St. Paul City Council ac-
tion April 20. The council ap-
proved an amended project financ-
ing and spending plan. The city’s
Long-Range Capital Improvement
Budget Committee recommended
approval of the changes in March.

The amendment is to reflect a
cooperative agreement with Ram-
sey County on the project, as Rice
Street is a county road. The county
is contributing $1.76 million to-
ward the project.

Much work on the project has
already been done, including the
demolition of a longtime neigh-
borhood barbershop and the old
Sports Break bar building at the
southwest corner of Rice and
Maryland. City staff has also
worked with businesses and resi-
dential property owners east of the
intersection to buy needed right-
of-way for street widening.

The widened intersection,
which will also have new traffic
signals, will provide more safety to
motorists.

Fireworks tent
approved by city
TNT Fireworks can put up a tent
at Midway Marketplace, the St.
Paul Planning Commission de-
cided April 29. But the vendor
can only have the tent up for a
short time and must follow re-
quirements spelled out in a con-
ditional use permit.

The Planning Commission
decision is final unless it is ap-
pealed to the City Council within
10 days. As of Monitor deadline
no appeal had been filed.

The fireworks tent will be
erected near Wal-Mart. It can on-
ly be in place June 25-July 5, and
can only operate between 9 a.m.
and 8 p.m. It must have a permit
issued by the city fire marshal’s
office. 

TNT Fireworks must also
meet all local and state require-
ments pertaining to the sale of
commercial fireworks. The fire-
works must be stored securely
when the tent isn’t open.  

Union Park District Council
took no position on the request,
even though the district council’s
land use committee opposes the
sale of fireworks there. But in a
letter the district council indicat-
ed that state law doesn’t allow
the city to simply prohibit fire-
works sales. The district council
did ask that the 50-foot smoking
perimeter around the area be
physically marked off, as that
hasn’t been seen with other fire-
works tents in the past. The
council also asked that the sales
period not be extended.

No one appeared at a Plan-
ning Commission Zoning Com-
mittee hearing to speak against
the request, although one letter
was received.
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By DEBORAH BROTZ
Now in its third year, the

Hamline Midway Spring Festival
is really the merger of two events,
the Hamline Midway Coalition
Annual Meeting and the Hamline
Midway Folk Festival. Besides giv-
ing residents the chance to vote
for board members and see local
entertainment, the event cele-
brates all the delights of living in
the Hamline Midway neighbor-
hood.

This year’s Hamline Midway
Spring Festival will be held Sat.,
June 4, from noon to 8 p.m., at
Newell Park, 900 N. Fairview Ave.
This free, family-friendly outdoor
festival features art, community,
and music. It showcases local
bands, theater performances, visu-
al arts, food vendors, civic engage-
ment opportunities, and resources
for residents.

Growing bigger over the
years, the festival will have two
stages this year featuring 16 differ-
ent music, theater, dance, and
spoken word acts as well as board
candidate speeches. 

“This is our opportunity to
bring together the musical and vi-
sual talents of the neighborhood,”
said Faith Krogstad, Hamline
Midway Coalition community or-
ganizer. “We want to get people
out to spend time in the sun. It’s
our time to elect board members
for the organization. We want to
get people out so we get a repre-
sentative vote of the neighbor-
hood. We want to celebrate the
talents of people in the area.”

The Spring Festival came
about by combining two events.

“In the past, there has always
been an annual meeting when
residents come out to vote for
board members,” said Krogstad.
“It’s been a dry meeting. The festi-
val grew out of a partnership be-
tween Arie Kroeger holding a Folk
Festival and the Coalition. We
wanted to bring more people out
to get involved in local politics.”

The festival’s focus is on the
local neighborhood.

“The food vendors are neigh-
borhood based,” said Krogstad.
“The vast majority of musicians
and artists have strong ties to the
neighborhood. It’s all about get-
ting to know what’s going on. We
want people to know all the great
things happening in the neigh-
borhood and having time to cele-

brate that.”
The Coalition’s Community

Building Committee, a group of
eight people, have been in charge
of the festival: Arie Kroeger, Erin
Pavlica, Justin James, Karen
Shapiro, Kathy Carlson, Sasha
Mackin, Seth McCoy, and Rob
Clapp. 

“The real focus is community
building and getting neighbors
out to know each other,” said
Krogstad. “Committee members
set the direction and vision.
They’re doing a lot of work to
make this happen.”

Krogstad emphasizes this is a
volunteer-run festival.

“This speaks a lot to people
on the committee,” she said.
“People have done a ton of work
to make this happen. We want to
see them recognized for the work
they’ve done.”

For children at the festival,
Leonardo's Basement will be do-
ing a science expose. Mighty Mid-
way Storytellers will have a story-
time at 12:30 p.m.  Midway Inde-
pendent Businesses will have a
Fish Pond, The Canvas Teen Arts
Center will be on stage 2 at 3:40
p.m., and Moronic State, a youth

garage band, will be on stage 2 at
4:30 p.m. The Center for Irish
Music & O’Shea Irish Dance will
be on stage 1 at 1 p.m., and Adam
Levy & the Bunny Clogs will be
on stage 1 at 1:45 p.m., which is
kid-oriented rock hip-hop jazz fu-
sion music.  

The two stages will feature a
wide variety of entertainment.
Stage 1 will have the Roe Family
Singers with folk bluegrass music

at noon, Bitter Spills with folk
rock music at 2:45 p.m., Martin
DeVaney with Americana music at
3:45 p.m., Mayda with R&B soul
and rock at 5 p.m., John Ewing
with folk rock at 6 p.m., and
Loudray with folk rock at 7 p.m.
Stage 2 will have Pocahantas
County with bluegrass music at
noon, Denise Armstead, of DA
Dance, with interpretive dance at
12:50 p.m., Leslye Orr, of Dream-

land Arts, with a children’s per-
formance act at 1:20 p.m., Mid-
way Frogtown Arborators with Big
Band music of the 1920s and
1930s at 2 p.m., Dancers Studio
with Latin dance at 3 p.m., The
Canvas with spoken word and
creative dance at 3:40 p.m., Mo-
ronic State at 4:30 p.m., and Pop
Wagner with blues, country, and
folk music at 5:20 p.m.

Chicks on Sticks will be stilt-
walking, and Heather Reade will
be doing Dr. Lam’s Thai Chi.
There will also be kite making
with Marie Oberpriller and a free
yoga class at 2 p.m. with Midway
Movement Arts. 

There will be food available
to purchase from Ginkgo’s, Zan-
der, and Flamingo.

Krogstad feels the festival is
important for community build-
ing.

“It’s important to do this to
celebrate the wonderful commu-
nity we have here,” she said. “We
have lots of creative residents in
the neighborhood. We want to
make sure residents know what’s
going on and have a chance to get
involved. We want to celebrate the
great neighborhood we have.”

Now, with two stages and the
addition of spoken arts, this grow-
ing festival promises to bring peo-
ple together for a fun day.

“I hope everybody comes out
to Newell Park, and we have a
good turnout,” said Krogstad. “I
hope everybody brings their kids
and has a good time.”

For further information visit
hamlinemidway.org or call 651-
646-1986.
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Hamline Midway Spring Festival celebrates
the delights of living in the neighborhood
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This year’s Hamline Midway Spring Festival will be held Sat., June 4, from noon to 8 p.m., at Newell Park, 900
N. Fairview Ave. This free, family-friendly outdoor festival features art, community, and music. It showcases local
bands, theater performances, visual arts, food vendors, civic engagement opportunities, and resources for residents.
One of the performances will feature Martin DeVaney with Americana music.

Hamline
Continued from page 1
Red Wing in 1854. The student
population overall is close to 5,000.
The undergraduate population is
just under 2,000 with graduate stu-
dents enrolled in business, educa-
tion, nonprofit management and
creative writing programs.

Sickbert said there has been
very detailed thought put into the
process of the building construc-
tion, considering also that streets in
the Midway are currently torn up
preparing for light rail.

He said care has gone into the
trucks hauling dirt, making the ap-
propriate turns and setting up a
route and time table for the day.
“There’s much more detail than
ever dreamed of,” Sickbert said.

“Most of the work is limited to
a fenced-off area,” Grundhauser
added. “There will be pretty mini-
mal interruption, some increased
deliveries but things will be kept
quite contained.”

“We are focusing on this piece
of the plan right now,” Grund-
hauser said. “Down the line, we
might expand on our campus living
opportunities.”

“One of the real motivations
for this decision this year is that it
was a perfect storm as far as the cost
of materials and the financing
costs,” Sickbert explained. “Both of
those things are at an all-time low,
and there are low interest rates.”

“I think the students are excit-
ed about what’s going to be there,
and it will be a wonderful new wel-
coming feature for Hamline Uni-
versity,” Sickbert said. 



By JANE MCCLURE
The arrival of spring – such

as it has been – has also been
marked by a resurgence of graffiti
in area neighborhoods. One area
that was especially hard-hit was a
two-mile stretch of West Univer-
sity Avenue, which was tagged
overnight April 25. Graffiti was
scrawled on about two dozen
buildings between Raymond and
Snelling avenues, in black, white,
yellow and red paint.

Other neighborhoods, in-
cluding a stretch of Selby Avenue
in Summit-University neighbor-
hood, have also been struck by
graffiti vandals recently. Other
taggers have also been hitting
buildings and fixtures along

north-south streets that cross
University.

While St. Paul Police and
Department of Safety and Inspec-
tions (DSI) staffs say they typical-
ly see an upswing in graffiti every
spring, any vandalism is a con-
cern. The amount of damage
along West University is trou-
bling as the area has been the
subject of additional police pa-
trols since the Central Corridor
light rail construction work be-
gan earlier this year.

Police said the West Univer-
sity tagging isn’t believed to be
gang-related. It did include pro-
fanity and sexually explicit lan-
guage, as well as the words
“Becker,” “NK” and “Boozer.”

The vandals also hit portable toi-
lets, piles of construction materi-
als, street signs, light posts, junc-
tion boxes and other street fix-
tures. Most of the graffiti was
cleaned up within 72 hours, with
the city handling some cleanup
and property owners doing the
rest of the work themselves.

City staff aid they hope the
graffiti isn’t indicative of a trend.
“Generally, we’ve seen a decline
in gang-related graffiti,” said St.
Paul Police Department
spokesperson John Keating. In-
stead, graffiti by so-called “tag-
gers” has been on the upswing. 

Taggers are graffiti vandals
who use a specific word or “tag”
when they commit vandalism.

Keating said it’s not clear
whether there has been an in-
crease in graffiti this spring as
compared to past years. A check
with area district councils and
block clubs indicated that graffiti
is up in some areas. For example,
some brick apartment buildings
in Merriam Park west of Selby-
Snelling have been hit.

But the worst-hit area may
be University Avenue. Several
building owners and managers
said they have never seen so
much graffiti, in all of their years
owning and managing proper-
ties.

Jack McCann, an owner of
Update Companies, said three of
his buildings sustained tens of
thousands of dollars in damage.
The Specialty Building at the
southeast corner of University
and Raymond also sustained ex-

tensive damage with graffiti plas-
tered on the building’s front, ac-
cording to building management
there.

Police have stepped up pa-
trols in the area and are also
looking at surveillance video
from University area buildings.
As of last week no arrests had
been made in connection with
the University Avenue graffiti.

According to the city web-

site, graffiti vandalism has been
an ongoing problem since 1991
with youth aged from twelve to
their mid-twenties being respon-
sible for the approximately
$300,000 to $500,000 in proper-
ty damage each year. In the early
1990s the police set up a graffiti
unit within the gang unit.

Several St. Paul city depart-
ments work on graffiti vandalism
and cleanup issues, including po-
lice, public works, parks and
recreation, and DSI. Graffiti van-
dalism is a misdemeanor under
city ordinance. The city doesn’t
allow property owners to have
graffiti on their property, because
gangs use the tags to mark terri-
tory. Removing gang graffiti is
seen as limiting gang activities.

But property owners can take
steps to make sure graffiti is
cleaned up, said Angie Wiese of
DSI. Property owners can go on-
line and file forms with the city,
giving permission to have the
city clean up any graffiti that is
found. If permission is on file,
the city can go in and clean up
the vandalism at no cost to the
property owner.

Otherwise, if the city has to
clean up graffiti on private prop-
erty without owner permission, it
does so through a process called
“summary abatement.” That
process can result in the cleanup
costs being assessed back to the
property owner. The costs can
easily get into hundreds of dol-
lars. Occasionally disputes over
the cleanup costs do land before
the St. Paul City Council.

Wiese said property owners
should consider signing up for
the graffiti cleanup. “Once we
have your permission on file to
clean up property, it’s on file and
the cleanup is ongoing,” she
said.

Graffiti vandalism can be re-
ported by calling 651-266-8989
or by filling out forms online
through the Safety and Inspec-
tions tab on the city website.
Anyone needing to make a police
report about graffiti can call 651-
291-1111.
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West University Avenue
area hit hard by graffiti

The arrival of spring – such as it has been – has also been marked by a
resurgence of graffiti in area neighborhoods. One area that was especially
hard-hit was a two-mile stretch of West University Avenue, which was
tagged overnight April 25. (Photo by Stefanie Berres)

Graffiti was scrawled on about two dozen buildings between Raymond and
Snelling avenues, in black, white, yellow and red paint. (Photo by Stefanie
Berres)



By JANE MCCLURE
An announcement that more

than $11 million is available for
businesses affected by Central
Corridor construction is hailed
by elected officials and the St.
Paul Area Chamber of Com-
merce. However, it is questioned
by small businesses represented
by University Avenue Betterment
Association (UABA). 

“They are finally listening,
but survival time is short for
many businesses. We need to get
these resources into the commu-
nity now,” said UABA President
Jack McCann.

Susan Haigh, Metropolitan
Council chair, said that since a
February forum and March pub-
lic hearings on an environmental
assessment of the light rail proj-
ect, she and others have been
working to identify more re-
sources for businesses affected by
Central Corridor construction.
The package includes more than
$6 million in forgivable loans
and grants. It was reviewed by
the Central Corridor Coordinat-
ing Committee and Metropolitan
Council April 13, and approved
by the council that same day.

The business issues were
raised before and during the
March public comment period on
a Supplemental Environmental
Assessment conducted by Metro-
politan Council and Federal Tran-
sit Administration (FTA). Many
business owners have said their
sales have dropped dramatically
since construction began and sev-
eral businesses have closed or re-
located. More than 70 comments
were received before the environ-
mental assessment comment peri-
od closed. FTA and Metropolitan
Council staff is currently working
to respond to the comments.

The assessment is needed af-
ter a January federal court order
that the Central Corridor project
has to supplement its analysis of
business interruption impacts on
businesses during light rail con-
struction.

Haigh told the coordinating
committee that St. Paul, Min-
neapolis, and Hennepin and
Ramsey counties officials have

sought ways to help businesses
since meetings and hearings in
February and March. “We had to
ask, ‘How can we respond?’”

The Central Corridor Fun-
ders Collaborative and Living
Cities philanthropic collabora-
tive have also been involved in
the quest for more money. The
resources available now include
more than $5.6 million,
$650,000 in grants and $4.9 mil-
lion in other forms of assistance
for a total of $11.1 million.

This represents an increase
from an initial package totaling
$7.8 million. Haigh called the in-
crease in forgivable loans and

grants “key.” She added, “Even
while the project itself is creating
many hundreds of jobs and is
great news for some businesses,
other business owners are strug-
gling due to issues of access and
parking. We’ve heard their voices.
They’re valued members of the
community and the funding
partners want to lend financial
support. And, we want to get the
word out that businesses in the
Central Corridor are open for
business during construction.”

Mark Fuhrmann, Central
Corridor project director, out-
lined the new sources of funding
for the coordinating committee.

Of the additional $3.335 mil-
lion, the largest amount is $3.5
million in forgivable loans. In
turn $1 million in non-forgivable
loans was eliminated. Funds
were also added for business
marketing support, alley im-
provements and access signage,
street lighting and streetscape im-
provements. “These are critical,
important resources to business-
es when they are experiencing a
dip in their revenues due to con-
struction,” Fuhrmann said.

One idea Fuhrmann raised is
that of using the Central Corri-
dor’s “rolling billboards” to ad-
vertise. “We call them buses,” he

quipped.
Other partners hailed the ex-

tra money. “We’ve long been in-
terested in supporting businesses
in the corridor as they prepare
for the market changes brought
about by construction and the
impending operation of the Cen-
tral Corridor Light Rail Line,”
said Jonathan Sage-Martinson,
director of the Central Corridor
Funders Collaborative. The col-
laborative, which includes several
regional and national founda-
tions, has already invested more
than $1 million for businesses.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 8

By JANE MCCLURE
University Avenue business

owners and advocates for minori-
ty communities are disappointed
with a Federal Transit Administra-
tion (FTA)-Metropolitan Council
report on Central Corridor light
rail construction impacts on busi-
nesses. The 700-plus page report,
released April 20, has an official
“finding of no significant im-
pact,” also known as a FONSI.

The report came just days be-
fore federal, state and local offi-
cials gathered to celebrate federal
approval of the full funding grant
agreement April 26, which means
that half of the $947 million proj-
ect will be paid for with federal
dollars. Project work to date has
been done with local funds from
Ramsey and Hennepin counties
and a regional transit fund.

The report is one of the steps
needed to complete environmen-
tal studies of the Central Corridor
project. It indicates that it will be
difficult to separate business im-
pacts caused by light rail construc-
tion from other impacts, such as
an economic downturn and other

external factors. "Business revenue
will be adversely affected during
construction of the Central Corri-
dor project, but the extent to
which business revenue will be
adversely affected as a result of
construction activity is speculative
in the extreme,” the report said.

It also states that "providing
any hard estimate of future lost
revenues is not possible given the
current state of knowledge . . .
and (would) have the effect of un-
derstating the actual impacts
some businesses may incur dur-
ing the construction phase." But
the report also notes that the
$957 million project will create
impacts that small businesses and
minority-owned businesses will
feel. 

The report also notes more
than $14 million in mitigation ef-
forts, including more than $4 mil-
lion spent on communications,
outreach coordinators to work
with affected businesses and sig-
nage.

The report findings frustrated
advocates. University Avenue Bet-
terment Association (UABA),

which submitted more than 250
pages of findings to the FTA and
Metropolitan Council, is disap-
pointed yet not surprised with the
findings, said UABA President
Jack McCann.

“We feel like they’re (FTA and
Metropolitan Council) not in
touch with what the business
community is saying,” McCann
said. He said that many business-
es have already moved off of Uni-
versity Avenue or closed and that
more will follow. He disputed the
report’s contention that there are
adequate programs in place to
help businesses and said many
businesses are struggling.

“We submit all of these docu-
ments and all of this testimony
and yet they conclude that the
project won’t have a significant
impact,” he said.

What was not clear as of last
week is whether the plaintiffs in a
federal court case will use the re-
port as a basis for an appeal. The
Preserve and Benefit Historic Ron-
do Committee and NAACP sued
over the project. The additional
environmental assessment on

business impacts was ordered in
January by a federal judge in re-
sponse to that lawsuit, which was
filed against the U.S. Department
of Transportation. Earlier this year
an attorney for the group said
they would wait and see before
deciding whether or not to take
further legal action.

One requirement in the re-
port that is encouraging is that as
of May 10, Metropolitan Council
must make monthly reports to
the FTA on the extent of business
mitigation measures taken. This
will include construction com-
plaints and what is being done to
respond to each complaint.
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Money for Central Corridor businesses subject of debate

University business community angry with Met Council report on LRT impacts

University Avenue business owners and advocates for minority communities
are disappointed with a Federal Transit Administration (FTA)-Metropolitan
Council report on Central Corridor light rail construction impacts on busi-
nesses.



By JANE MCCLURE
Dramatic changes to zoning

along University Avenue and the
planned Central Corridor light
rail route won unanimously ap-
proval from the St. Paul City
Council April 20, capping years of
study and debate. More work will
get underway as the council is al-
so asking the city’s Planning
Commission to study a number
of concerns raised by community
members, ranging from alley ac-
cess and use policy to creation of
an anti-displacement action plan
to keep residents and businesses
in the community.

The adopted zoning changes,
which affect properties on and
around University, extend from
Marion Street to the west city lim-
its. Many of the properties cur-
rently zoned for commercial, resi-
dential and industrial uses will be
changed to traditional neighbor-
hoods (TN) use. This zoning clas-
sification is meant to promote
denser, mixed-use redevelopment
over time. Existing land uses can
stay in place.

But the intensity of the TN
zoning to be implemented was
scaled back by the council in the
April 20 vote, due to objections
from the NAACP, the Preserve and
Benefit Historic Rondo Commit-
tee, and residents and business
owners in the Frogtown and Sum-
mit-University neighborhoods.
Many people there contend that
the higher-density zoning classifi-
cation could ultimately result in
gentrification and force them out.

The TN zoning classification
initially eyed for parts of that
stretch of University could have
allowed buildings up to 45 to 55
feet tall. With a conditional use
permit from the Planning Com-
mission, those structures could
have been built up to 90 feet tall.
Advocates said that could have
created a situation in which
buildings towered over neighbor-
ing single-family homes.

The changes brought in by
Ward One Council Member
Melvin Carter III adopted limit
the height of new structures to
two to three stories or 35 feet. In
areas within 600 feet of planned
transit stations, the heights could
go to 45 feet. Anything taller
would require a conditional use
permit or about two or three sto-
ries. With a conditional-use per-
mit, the limit will be 45 feet for
structures within 600 feet of a
transit stop. 

The changes dismayed many
members of the St. Paul Planning
Commission, who questioned
whether reducing the potential
size of new buildings was a good
move. They question whether re-
ducing density means redevelop-
ment may not happen at all, and
instead is pushed to the western
stretch of University.

Planning Commission Chair-
man Jon Commers said the
change was disappointing, given
the years of work on the zoning
and the Central Corridor develop-
ment strategy itself. He said the
commission had a very thorough
process, over a number of years.

More than a dozen people at-
tended the public hearing, with
supporters of the change outnum-
bering opponents.

The change drew protests
from advocates of transit-oriented
development (TOD) and more
density. Brian McMahon, execu-
tive director of University UNIT-
ED, said the changes undermine
years of planning for change tied
to Central Corridor, UNITED, a
coalition of district councils, busi-
nesses and community groups
along University, has been advo-
cating for mixed-use development
and more density along the av-
enue since the 1980s.

He questioned changing the
vision for University Avenue at
the eleventh hour, after years of
community support and input.
“We produced a great plan and
now it is being nickeled and
dimed to death.” The change cuts

the potential for more density in
half.

“What we’re ending up with
now is TOD-lite,” McMahon said.
“We think this is bad policy.”

Reducing the density also
puts the zoning in direct conflict
with the city’s Comprehensive
Plan, which calls for more density
along University. “This is not a
small, subtle change,” McMahon
added. “This is a huge change.”

Veronica Burt, cultural organ-
izer and policy advocate for Pre-
serve and Benefit Historic Rondo
Committee, said the change is
needed. “People are very con-
cerned about having a potential
for downtown Manhattan to be
right outside their doorsteps,” she
said. Asking for the density to be
lowered is a reasonable compro-
mise.

Jeff Martin, president of the
St. Paul chapter of the NAACP,
thanked the council for the
amendment. He said McMahon’s
comments disturbed him and
that the City Council needs to
consider the current residents of
the neighborhoods along Univer-
sity.

Area resident Keith Swan,
who heckled McMahon while he
spoke, said “Don’t forget Rondo.
Please don’t forget Rondo.” Much
of the historic African-American
neighborhood was wiped out due
to construction of Interstate 94
and urban renewal in the 1960s
and 1970s.

Carter said the wishes of the
neighborhood residents should
be taken into account when zon-
ing changes are made. “We have
heard concerns from community
members who feel like they are
being walled off,” he said. Carter’s
own family has lived in the area
for five generations. Family mem-
bers lost several properties when

the freeway was built.
Other council members

agreed that the lower density is
appropriate. “These people ought
to be able to see the sun every
once in a while,” quipped Coun-
cil President Kathy Lantry.

“It’s a balancing act,” said
Ward Four Council Member Russ
Stark. “I’m concerned this may
prevent some redevelopment
from happening.” But another ef-
fect may be to push the higher-
density redevelopment to the west
end of University, into his ward.

Stark also addressed issues
raised by Union Park District
Council (UPDC). The council’s
Land Use Committee is asking
that two properties on Pelham
Boulevard near Wabash Street be
rezoned for high-density TN use,
rather than be kept as industrial
zoning. The properties have been
used by trucking companies for

decades and are candidate for
light industrial-warehouse rede-
velopment by the St. Paul Port
Authority and am private owner.

UPDC Community Organiz-
er Annie Johnson said the district
council and the desnoyer Park Im-
provement Association (DPIA)
want TN zoning to promote rede-
velopment as mixed-use. But
Stark noted that the two proper-
ties in question are the furthest
from a proposed station area. He
also pointed out that leaving the
properties as industrial use now
doesn’t prevent any long-term ef-
forts toward redevelopment.

During the months of review
of the zoning changes much of
the West Midway was proposed
for rezoning to TN or restricted
industrial use, promoting objec-
tions from property owners, busi-
ness owners, the Port and busi-
ness groups.

Stark also bought in a resolu-
tion asking that the Planning
Commission and city staff study
several issues that were raised dur-
ing the zoning change process.
One study focuses on alley access
and the planned use of residential
permit parking in the neighbor-
hoods around Central Corridor.
Stark is asking that process and
timeline on these issues be
brought back to the City Council
in one month.

He is also asking for more
study of ways to promote more
affordable housing, through in-
centives for developers. Another
idea is that of allowing detached
accessory dwelling units on sin-
gle-family lots in the Central Cor-
ridor area. He is also asking that
ways be found to promote more
small businesses, by asking devel-
opers of large new retail uses to
include spaces for small business-
es.
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“We produced a great plan and now it is being
nickeled and dimed to death.”

- University UNITED executive director Brian McMahon



By JANE MCCLURE
Station area plans for the

Hamline, Western and Victoria ar-
eas will be voted on by the St.
Paul City Council next month.
The vote will cap years of plan-
ning for how neighborhoods
around Central Corridor light rail
stops could be redeveloped in the
future.

But one of the plans will have
some key changes. One is the
elimination of references to the
Victoria station area as a “world
cultural heritage district.”

Hamline, Victoria and West-
ern weren’t originally set to have
light rail stations. After a lobbying
campaign by a number of com-
munity groups, Metropolitan
Council agreed to add the stations
to the Central Corridor plans. But
by that time the City of St. Paul
had already done the work to plan
for new land uses and future de-
velopment around the other light
rail stations. So the three stations,
originally referred to as “infill” sta-
tions, had their own planning
process.

The plans, which were devel-
oped by a community-Planning
Commission committee, were the
topic of a commission public
hearing earlier this year. Several
comments from the public hear-
ing were incorporated into the
plan that the commission ap-
proved April 15 and sent to the
City Council.

City planners Jess Rosenfeld
and Christina Morrison said the
amount of public comment was a

factor in how the plans were
shaped. One key change in the
Victoria plan was the removal of
reference to the area as a potential
“world cultural heritage district.”
That concept has been promoted
for a number of years by a Con-
cordia University professor and
various planning consultants, and
is referenced in other city plan-
ning documents. But some area
business owners and residents ob-
ject to that designation, saying it’s
not something they would
choose.

Planning Commission mem-
bers agreed. “My sense is that
should a name be chosen, it needs
to be something that is more or-
ganic to the neighborhood,” said
Commissioner Paula Merrigan. “It
shouldn’t be something overlaid
by a consultant.”

“Obviously there is disagree-
ment about the designation,” said
Planning Administrator Donna
Drummond. She said there is
community support for the desig-
nation, which has long been seen
as providing a way to market the

area. Planners and commission
members agreed that the designa-
tion could be brought back at a
later time, if there is more com-
munity support.

Most of the comments came
from Hamline area residents, in-
cluding many residents of the Sky-
line Towers high-rise. While the
Planning Commission was able to
add more general language about
future parks, so as not to restrict
use, many of the jobs and educa-
tion concerns raised by Skyline
Towers residents cannot be easily

addressed in a land use plan,
commissioners said.

Station area plans for Central
Corridor light rail stations at
Hamline, Victoria and Western are
seen as providing opportunities
for area residents, especially those
who are transit-dependent. How-
ever, any long-term land use
changes need to help people who
need access to shopping, jobs and
educational opportunities. Those
were among the key comments at
a February commission public
hearing.

Hamline Midway Library is kick-
ing off the start of summer with
lots of creative programming! 

On Saturday, May 14, join
MacPhail Center for Music’s early
childhood music specialists as we
explore the magic of music and
play in this bilingual program
featuring the English and Somali
languages. We will sing, rhyme,
read, move and create! Please call
to register. 

Career Solutions, a commu-
nity-based nonprofit dedicated to
providing hope and help to peo-
ple in career transitions since
1974, will be in the library on
Thursday, May 19 and Thursday,
June 9 from 11 a.m. to noon for
open lab assistance in cover letter
and resume writing.

Before your summer break
starts, you can make an original
accordion pocket folder book
with a bookmaking artist from
Minnesota Center for Book Arts.
The four-pocket folder will be a
great way to keep your summer
memories and your stories. Par-
ticipants will learn how to make a
four section accordion pocket
folder book by using one big
sheet of paper. This program is
on Saturday, May 14 from 1 to
2:30 p.m. and designed for kids
in grades one through four.
Please call the library to register.

Come share your talent,
whatever it is—join the Cabaret!
The Cabaret talent show is May 21
from 1 to 2:30 p.m. Performers
sign up for a five-minute slot. All
types of performances welcome:
singing, playing an instrument,
reciting a poem, telling or reading
a story, or buzzing on a kazoo. Re-
freshments will be served. Prizes

awarded by our crack panel of ex-
pert judges. Admission is a sug-
gested donation of one thin quar-
ter, though no one will be turned
away. Proceeds benefit Hamline
Midway Library Association.

Paw Pals will be at the library
on May 21 from 1:30 to 3:30 p.m.
Call to register your child for this
opportunity to read with our fa-
vorite dog, Toby! For kids ages 6-
12 who enjoy dogs and reading.

The library will host a Brain
Fitness Workshop at 10:30 a.m.
on Tuesday, May 24. This
Alzheimer’s Association work-
shop is for anyone with an inter-
est in learning more about how
to maintain a healthy lifestyle.
Topics covered are based on sci-
entific evidence that shows us
how to improve the way our
brains work, and potentially low-
er our risk factors for developing
the disease.

On Saturday, June 4th, the
Kids Book Club will meet from at
1pm and the Teen Book Club will
meet at 2 p.m. in Newell Park at
the Hamline Midway Spring Festi-
val. Hope to see you there! New
members are welcome.

Saint & Sinners Mystery Book
Club will meet in the library on
June 4th at 1 p.m. E-mail ger-
rib13@q.com for information.
Please include “Saints & Sinners”
in the subject line.

Explore 3D in bookmaking
with an artist from Minnesota
Center for Book Arts! Your own
story can be made into a 3D pop-
up book by paper engineering.
Students will learn a variety of
box pop-up techniques to con-
struct a landscape scene and space
for additional writing. This pro-

gram is on Saturday, June 11 from
2-3:30 p.m. and is specifically de-
signed for kids in grades 4-8.
Please call the library to register.

The library continues to offer

toddler and preschool storytimes
at 10:30 a.m. on Friday mornings.
Come share the joys of reading
with your children!

Call 651-642-0293 or stop by

the library at 1558 W Minnehaha
Ave, near the intersection of
Snelling and Minnehaha, to sign
up for events that require registra-
tion. All events are free.
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Hamline Midway Library kicks off summer programming

Station area plans go to City Council for vote

Station area plans for the Hamline, Western and Victoria areas will be voted on by the St. Paul City Council next month. The vote will cap years of plan-
ning for how neighborhoods around Central Corridor light rail stops could be redeveloped in the future.



Money
Continued from page 5

Nancy Homans, senior policy ad-
visor to St. Paul Mayor Chris
Coleman, said St. Paul and Min-
neapolis officials hope to have a

lending organization picked and
ready to make business loads by
June 1. “I think we have heard
the message from the businesses
and we are trying to respond in a
proactive manner.”

The St. Paul Area Chamber
of Commerce is pleased to see
more money available for busi-

nesses. “The corridor during con-
struction is dirty, it’s dusty and
it’s vibrant,” said Chamber Presi-
dent Matt Kramer. “The increase
in business assistance provides
corridor business owners with
additional resources to help
them through the construction
phase and ultimately prosper

along the future transitway.” He
called the announcement “fan-
tastic news” although he did ex-
press concern about the potential
wait for business loans.

But UABA leaders said the
announcement raised more ques-
tions than answers. UABA sub-
mitted more than 200 pages of
comments as part of the supple-
mental environmental assess-
ment.

One question UABA raised is
whether the maximum loan
amount of $10,000 was in-
creased. Homans said there has

been no decision on that yet. The
amount, which business owners
have criticized as inadequate,
could be raised or there could be
a second application process
available, Homans said.

UABA is questioning other
aspects of the package, as well as
the $4 million that has been
spent on project outreach coordi-
nators. The business group,
which has about 240 members,
is tracking business closings and
commercial vacancies along Uni-
versity Avenue and hopes to re-
lease a report soon.

By JAN WILLMS
It’s a frequent wish that is

often heard from a teenager.
“I wish I could just spend

my time creating video games.
Wouldn’t that be great?”

For Ansel Lies, 17, who lives
in the Hamline-Midway area, the
wish has come true. Lies will be
receiving a national gold medal
in the video game category of a
ceremony in Carnegie Hall in
New York City at the end of the
month. The award is for the
video game, Binary, which Lies
created.

Although Lies certainly does
not spend all his time on video
games, he has already reached a
point where he is being paid
money for his creation.

Lies said he started working
on developing video games
when he was around 12 or 13.
He taught himself, and he has
noted that the task is not an easy
one.

“You can’t just design a
video game by playing a lot of
games,” Lies said. “You have to
be able to draw and animate and
program the game. There’s a lot
of work involved.”

For his award-winning game,

Binary, Lies did the drawing and
the programming, using Adobe
flash.

“I have my computer at
home, the software and a Wacom
drawing tablet,” Lies said. He ex-
plained that the drawing table
consists of a little plastic pad and
a small pen that corresponds to
movements on screen. 

“It’s like a computer mouse,
but shaped like a pen. That
works the same way,” Lies said.

About the same time that
Lies started developing video
games, a friend told him about
the Arts High School at the Per-
pich Center for Arts Education in
Golden Valley. 

“I worked on the video
games myself, but I went to Per-
pich because of the art work. I
draw and paint as well,” Lies
said.

He said the high school,
where he is a senior, has its art
education divided into six sec-
tions.

“There is visual arts, which
focuses on fine arts. I am in that
section,” Lies said.”There is liter-
ature, which specializes in writ-
ing in various forms. The other
sections are dance, music, drama

and media art, which includes
photography and film.”

Lies created Binary in a rush,
he said, completing it in two and
a half weeks last July.

“That was really continuous
work, every day,” he said. Since
he created the game during sum-
mer vacation, he was able to
spend a lot of hours every day on
it.

He has Binary on a website
that is sponsored by New-
grounds, the largest and oldest
flash development website on
the Internet.

“You contact them and tell
them what you have,” Lies said.
“You receive the rights to your
game, and you can receive mon-
ey as ads come in.”

Lies and his father are head-
ing for New York City for the
awards ceremony on May 31.
His award is in the top 1500
chosen from 185,000 art entries
submitted nationally. 

As to whether Lies continues
in the field of video game cre-
ation, he is not yet sure.  He has
narrowed his college choices
down to Minneapolis College of
Art and design (MCAD) or Digi-
Pen, a school in Washington on

the west coast. DigiPen focuses
on video game development ex-
clusively. MCAD would offer Lies
a broader career in the visual arts
as a whole. He would still work
on video games, but not spend
as much time on their develop-
ment. 

Lies will soon make a
choice. Whatever his decision, he

does say that making video
games is a very challenging thing
to do and requires a huge
amount of effort and time. 

But the end result is worth
it, he said. “Making video games
is more fun and rewarding than
anything I have tried.  No other
art form has advanced as quick-
ly.”
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Hamline-Midway teen
earns national award for
video game creation

Hamline-Midway resident Ansel Lies, 17, will be receiving a national gold
medal in the video game category of a ceremony in Carnegie Hall in New
York City at the end of the month. The award is for the video game, Binary,
which Lies created.



Cafesjian’s Carousel—the his-
toric and treasured merry-go-
round that has delighted riders
for eleven seasons at St. Paul’s
Como Park—is seeking addition-
al volunteers for its eleventh sea-
son, which began May 1.

Volunteers operate the
carousel, sell tickets, and sell
merchandise at the gift shop.
They work 3- or 4-hour shifts,
two or more times each month.
New volunteers are encouraged
to apply individually, in pairs or
as groups. Training is provided
for all positions, and free parking
is available. For information
about volunteers opportunities,
contact Cafesjian’s Carousel at
651-489-4628 or volunteer@our-
faircarousel.org, or visit our web-
site at www.ourfaircarousel.org.

Cafesjian’s Carousel origi-
nally operated for 75 years at the
Minnesota State Fair. It is now
owned and operated by the non-
profit organization Our Fair
Carousel, Inc. Volunteers have re-
stored the carousel to its 1914
appearance and installed it in its
new pavilion next to the Marjorie
McNeely Conservatory at Como
Park in 2000. The group pays op-
erational expenses through ticket
and gift sales. 

The carousel operates Tues-
days through Sundays from May
1 through Labor Day, and week-
ends from Labor Day until the
end of October. 

These are the hours: May
1–Sept. 4: Tuesday–Friday 11

a.m.–4 p.m. and Saturday–Sun-
day 11 a.m.–6 p.m. Sept. 5–Oct.
31: Saturday–Sunday 11 a.m.–4
p.m.

Infants under age 1 ride free;
tickets for all other riders are
$1.50. 

The historic carousel that
graced the Minnesota State Fair
for 75 years (and was in down-
town St. Paul for a few years) has
operated since 2000 in a $1.1
million pavilion just next to the
Marjorie McNeely Conservatory
at Como Park and the new Visi-
tor Center.

The carousel’s 68 horses and

two chariots have been fully re-
stored to the way they looked
when new in 1914, and a fully
restored band organ plays
waltzes, marches and popular
tunes. About 100,000 people ride
the carousel each season.

The carousel is owned and
operated by Our Fair Carousel,
the non-profit community group
that saved it from being auc-
tioned to collectors in 1988.
More volunteers are needed to
operate the ride, assist riders, and
sell tickets and merchandise. For
information, call (651) 489-4628
or see www.ourfaircarousel.org.

‘Get Closer’ to Como Park Zoo &
Conservatory’s plants, animals,
and the front door with the Co-
mo Shuttle. The Como Shuttle is
a quick, convenient and free bus
service to the Como Park Zoo and
Conservatory.

The free shuttle service begins
weekends April 30-September 25
(with the exception of June 17-19
& July 2-4, when there will be no
service), and daily service begins
June 4 - August 7. The shuttle bus
allows passengers to board at the
staffed off-site parking lot at the
Minnesota State Fair Grounds, lo-
cated on the south side of Como

Avenue across from the State Fair’s
Warner Coliseum, and within
minutes of the front doors of Co-
mo’s Visitor Center. The shuttle
runs continuously 9:30 a.m .-
6:30 p.m. The busses are wheel-
chair and stroller accessible.

This is the third year of the
free shuttle service. The four low-
emission diesel shuttle buses,
each wildly designed, aim to im-
prove service, ease traffic conges-
tion in and around the park, im-
prove safety, and mitigate vehicle
emissions thus improving air
quality while reducing green-
house gasses. “Como encourages

walking, biking and public trans-
portation” said Michelle Furrer,
Como Campus Manager. “If visi-
tors choose to drive to Como, we
strongly encourage they use the
free shuttle service.”

The City of Saint Paul is im-
plementing residential permit
parking restrictions effective May
1st on streets west of Como Park.
Taking the shuttle will be the
most convenient and best alter-
ative to finding parking at Como
Park Zoo & Conservatory, a pre-
mier family attraction in the state
of Minnesota with over 2 million
annual visitors. 
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Como Shuttle launches
service for the season

Carousel seeks volunteers
for eleventh season in Park

Cafesjian’s Carousel—the historic and treasured merry-go-round that has
delighted riders for eleven seasons at St. Paul’s Como Park—is seeking ad-
ditional volunteers for its eleventh season, which began May 1.
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1360 Energy Park Drive, Suite 140

Energy Park Financial Center

Providing Quality Care in a Gentle Environment

Spring Special!
FREE Bleaching kit with New Patient Check-up

a $120 value!
(Coupon expires June 30, 2011)

Call us

today at

651-641-1908

Fearful patients

welcome!



District 10 holds 10th
Annual Garage Sale
With close to 50 official garage
sale locations in the Como Park
neighborhood, bargain hunters
are sure to find a deal at the 10th
Annual District 10 Neighborhood
Garage Sale, Saturday, May 21.
This event is sponsored by the
District 10 Como Community
Council. Garage sale maps with
sale locations and descriptions
are available for download at
www.district10comopark.org/201
1GarageSale, and are also avail-
able for pick up at our office at
the Historic Streetcar Station
(1224 Lexington Parkway North)
and other local locations. Check
out the website for more infor-
mation.

Historians gather May 21st
The Hamline Midway History Corps
will hold its next Sharing Meeting
on Saturday, May 21, from 2-4 p.m.
Meetings are on the third Saturday
of the month at Ginkgo
Coffeehouse, 721 Snelling Avenue
(at Minnehaha). The public is invit-
ed to share items or stories about
local history. A new feature: ask
History Corps members for family
history/genealogy help. Upcoming
dates are June 18 and July 16. Visit
www.HamlineMidwayHistory.org
for more information.

Bike safety rodeo at
Hancock June 11
Kids can practice their safety skills
at a bike safety rodeo at Hancock
Recreation Center, 1610 Hubbard
Avenue, on Saturday, June 11, 10
a.m.-1 p.m.  $5 per participant
covers a bike  safety rodeo and
bicycle safety check and tune-up,
as well as a helmet for partici-
pants who need one.  Contact
Hancock Recreation Center at
651-298-4393 for details.

Rummage Sale June 3, 4
Spring is here and it’s time to start
thinking about summer activities
for the kids here at Zion Lutheran
Church, 1697 Lafond Avenue.
They are really looking forward to
Bible Camp this summer.  We will
be having a Rummage Sale June 3
and 4 from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. in
hopes of raising enough money
to send all of the children to
camp.  On June 1st and 2nd we
will be accepting donated items,
no applicances or big furniture.
Everyone come and see what
treasures we have!  Lunch will be
available (for a small fee) all day.

Safe Medication 
Use June 14
Luncheon seminars are held by
Hamline Midway Elders the 2nd

Tuesday of each month at 11:30
a.m. at Hamline Church, 1514
Englewood Avenue.  June 14 the
topic will be “Safe Medication
Use.”  A Pharmacist PhD will
address the do’s & don’ts for safe
medicine use, common drug
interactions when medicines are
mixed and how a pharmacist can
help. Call 651-209-6542 to make
reservations or to request free
transportation for the events, gro-
cery shopping or medical
appointments.  A free-will dona-
tion is requested for the meal.
Presentations are free and begin
at 12:15 p.m.  

‘Healthy Moves’ 
program helps seniors
Healthy Moves” is a free, home
based, physical activity program
specifically designed to help
adults age 62+ build strength,
increase flexibility and reduce the
risk of falls. Enrollment is a three-
month commitment and
includes goal-setting, instruction
and weekly check-ins conducted
by staff trained through the
Wilder Foundation.  Exercises are
extremely gentle and can be done
sitting or standing.  Call the office
of HM Elders to learn more, 651-
209-6542.

The Breastfed Baby 
discussed June 14
The Baby Arrives: The Family and
the Breastfed Baby is the topic of
the meeting of the Como-Midway
La Leche Group on Tuesday, June
14. All expectant and nursing
mothers are invited to attend
with their babies and toddlers.
Call Heidi at 651-659-9527 for
more information.

N.T. Wright Summer Study
Pastor Bob Benke will help
unfold each of the 13 chapter of I
Corinthians this summer on 13
consecutive Sundays at Jehovah
Lutheran Church, corner of
Thomas and Snelling in the
Midway.  The study begins June 5
at 10:45 a.m. in the lounge of the
church.  N.T. Wright, bishop of
Durham and a well-known schol-
ar who taught New Testament
studies for twenty years at
Cambridge in England, authored
the study guide.  All are welcome
for coffee and interactive study
and fellowship. Call Dawn at
651-644-1421 with questions.

Senior Driving 
Course at Jehovah
A MN Highway Safety and
Research Center “certified”
instructor will teach a 4-hour
refresher course in senior driver
improvement at Jehovah
Lutheran Church, 1566 Thomas

Avenue, May 15 from 12:30 p.m.
to 4:30 p.m. in the lounge.
Persons age 55 and older who
complete the course qualify for a
ten percent discount on their
auto insurance premiums for
three years, according to
Minnesota law.  For more infor-
mation, or to register, call TOLL
FREE 1-888-234-1294.  Please
enter at the Thomas Avenue door.

A Fun Saints Baseball
Package with Jehovah
Jehovah Lutheran Church is part-
nering with the St. Paul Saints for
a fun-filled afternoon at the ball-
park on Sunday, June 12, starting
at 1:05 p.m.  Kids can run the
bases and get autographs from
the team after the game.  The cost
is only $15 for an admission tick-
et, hot dog and soda voucher and
a Saints hat! A great idea for a
family outing.  Go to  Home page
or Neighborhood page and click
on the Saints logo for full infor-
mation for ordering or go directly
to SAINTSGROUPS.com and use
the password: Jehovah.

Donations for Sale at
Bethel Church
Bethel Lutheran Church will
hold its 10th Annual Rummage
Sale benefiting the Children’s
Christian Education Fund on
June 15 (Pre-sale 6-8 p.m.; $3
admission), June 16 and 17 (9
a.m.-6 p.m.) and June 18 (9
a.m.-4 p.m.).  Bethel is located in
St. Paul’s Como Park neighbor-
hood at 670 W. Wheelock Park-
way.

We are looking for a wide
range of ‘almost new’ donations
including books, furniture, tools,
houseware items, dishes, glass-
ware, stemware, crystal, col-
lectibles of all kinds, arts & crafts,
jewelry, office supplies, function-
al electronics, sporting goods,
gently used toys & clothing for
the whole family. Sorry, we can’t
accept mattresses, tires, comput-
ers, exercise bikes, Christmas
trees, hazardous waste, or just
plain junk. The church will be
open to receive your donations
from 9 a.m.-1 p.m. on Saturday,
May 28th, June 4th and 11th.

For more information about
Bethel Lutheran Church, its pro-
grams and ministries visit
www.bethelstpaul.com or call
651-488-6681.

Coffee and Community
Gatherings
RSVP Volunteer Program Pres-
ents: 55+ Coffee & Community
Gatherings! Free coffee at Perkins
when you join us to learn of lo-
cal volunteer opportunities. Are
you over 55 and looking for
more ways to be involved in your
community? You’re invited to

join us for a FREE cup o’ joe and
muffin at your friendly neighbor-
hood Perkins! 

Come on down: meet cur-
rent volunteers and learn how we
can connect your skills and inter-
ests to a rewarding volunteer op-
portunity in your community.
Please Join us at Midway Perkins
on Wednesday, May 25, 2-3:30
p.m., 1544 University Avenue.
Response appreciated: Call 952-
945-4165 to reserve your spot to-
day!

RSVP of the Greater Twin
Cities is a program of the MN
Senior Corps, and is locally spon-
sored by Volunteers of America of
MN. The RSVP program connects
people 55 and over with mean-
ingful opportunities to become
engaged as volunteers—while
providing a variety of benefits
and ongoing support.  

Como Park Funtastic
Carnival May 26
The Como Park Elementary
Funtastic Carnival is scheduled
for Thursday, May 26th from 5:30
p.m. to 7:30 p.m. at 780 West
Wheelock Parkway.  We will have
a raffle, games, bingo, face paint-
ing, crazy hair, inflatables castles
and crafts.  Please come and join
us for a night of good food and
fun activities with your family.
Proceeds go to maintain our
school playground and equip-
ment. 

Mississippi Creative Arts
Magnet Spring Carnival
June 8th 
The Mississippi Creative Arts
Magnet School Spring Carnival is
scheduled for Wednesday, June
8th, from 5:30 p.m. to 7:00 p.m.
at 1575 L’Orient Avenue, Saint
Paul. The location is near Whee-
lock Parkway and 35E. 

We will have games, face
painting, crazy hair, inflatable
castles, kite making, free crafts
and more. Please come and join
us for a great time with your fam-
ily, teachers and friends. Food
will be available for sale. 

All funds raised will support
the purchase of new books for
our school library. We hope to see
you there! 

Plant Expo held June 4
Landscape Revival: Native Plant
Expo and Market will be held on
Saturday, June 4, from 9 a.m. to
3 p.m. at the Community Pavil-
ion at Rainbow Foods in Ro-
seville, 1201 Larpenteur.

The Expo and Market offers
gardeners the chance to learn
more about how native plants
can benefit their properties, and
birds and wildlife, and then a
convenient, one-stop location for

buying natives from a variety of
local growers.

A number of conservation
organizations and agencies will
provide information about native
plants. Eleven local native plant
growers will sell non-hybridized
native plants and accessory prod-
ucts, such as organic compost,
organic pest control products,
rain barrels and native plant
seeds.

Everyone is welcome at this
free event, so bring your friends
and neighbors to a celebration
and sale of plants that are native
to our area. The only charge will
be for plants you purchase.

Drum Center holds work-
shop May 28 at Center
Women’s Drum Center, 2242
University Ave. W., invites women
to experience the joy of music
from West Africa. In this work-
shop you will practice basic hand
drum, stick and bell playing tech-
niques and then apply the tech-
niques as the class learns West
African drum songs. They have
drums and percussion instru-
ments to share.  Beginners wel-
come. Saturday, May 28, 10 a.m.
to 12 p.m. Fee:  $25. Info and reg-
istration at www.womensdrum-
center.org.

Carnival benefiting
KidsPark  June 4
A community carnival is going to
be held at Desnoyer Park Satur-
day, June 4th 10 a.m.-3 p.m.,
benefiting KidsPark childcare
center! There will be a whole lot-
ta’ fun for children and their
families! 

Come enjoy carnival games,
face painting, cupcake walk,
moon bounce, petting zoo and
more!

Tickets for activities will be
$1 a piece; or $15 for an all day
wristband that will include - un-
limited time in the bouncy, pet-
ting zoo, games, one face paint-
ing and one time in the cake-
walk. The Carnival will be held at
Desnoyer Park, 525 Pelham Blvd
N. This event is cash only. For
more information, visit.

KidsPark is a non-profit,
hourly drop-in childcare center
for children 6 weeks to 5 years.

Parkway Garden Club
sale May 14
Parkway Garden Club Annual
Perennial Plant Sale. Saturday,
May 14, 10 a.m. to 2 p.m., 1407
Arundel St. Proven plants from
members’  gardens.  For more
information call Nanette at 651-
353-4284 or email parkwaygar-
denclub@comcast.net 

CONTINUED ON PAGE 11

Page 10 May 2011 • Monitor • www.MonitorSaintPaul.com 



In Our
Community
Continued from page 10

5K run/walk at Como
Park on May 20
Participants in a 5K run/walk at Co-
mo Park will learn whether they are
faster than a fifth grader when the
fastest fifth grader crosses the finish
line on Friday, May 20. The family
friendly event, sponsored by Saint
Paul Public Schools and Ramsey
County, is part of the Exercise Your
Right to Feel Better Minnesota
(EYR) campaign, an initiative to en-
courage individuals and families to
make simple steps to eat better and
move more. 

EYR was launched in 2009 by
Saint Paul – Ramsey County Public
Healthh to promote healthy eating
and physical activity. Saint Paul
Public Schools (SPPS) became a
participant in 2010 with multiple
health improvement events includ-
ing the first 5K run/walk that in-
cluded about 600 participants. 

The event supports Saint Paul
Public Schools wellness policy to
improve the health of students and
staff by implementing systemic
changes in the school environment.
The Board of Education approved
the policy following a groundbreak-
ing 2005 study in the New England
Journal of Medicine that predicted
that “unless effective population-
level interventions to reduce obesity
are developed, the steady rise in life
expectancy observed in the modern
era may soon come to an end and
the youth of today may, on average,
live less healthy and possibly even

shorter lives than their parents.” 
Financial aid is available. Fami-

lies can register on the day of the
race. 

To register online go to
http://www.midwestevents.us/event
/1965 

Downey Side event
The Downey Side families for
youth, invites community mem-
bers to attend a FREE information
session regarding adoption and
Minnesota’s Waiting Children.
Downey Side’s next information
session will be Tuesday, May 17th,
from 6:00 to 7:30 PM at Downey
Side Minnesota, 450 North
Syndicate Street, Suite 90, St. Paul,
MN 55104.  Pre-registration required.
To register, email  or call 651-228-
0117

Free community breakfast
A free community breakfast will be
held May 22nd, and every 4th
Sunday of each month, served  8-9
a.m. at North Emanuel Lutheran
Church, 301 Hatch Ave. at Matilda
Street. Pastor Kisten Thompson, and
the members of North Emanuel wel-
come all every 4th Sunday. E-mail
address is nemanuel@juno.com.
Church phone is 651-489-5611.
Questions, you may call Larry 651-
373-5797 or Sandy 651-283-1681.
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Como Conservatory Summer Flower Show runs through October 2

The Summer Flower Show now open at Como Park displays the greatest plant diversity of any of the Sunken
Garden Flower Shows, as well as the longest season. Roses, Statice, Geraniums, Asiatic Lilies, Heliotrope, New
Guinea Impatiens, Petunias and Caladiums are some of the floral features, representing a rainbow of colors,
bloom sequence, form and fragrance. 



By JANE MCCLURE
Stinson and Cayuga parks and

Griggs play areas, Trillium site de-
velopment, a study of a new ani-
mal control facility and bridge re-
placement projects are among the
area proposals winning high rank-
ings from 2012-2013 Long-Range
Capital Improvement Budget
(CIB) task forces. But other much-
desired projects may miss out on
funding this time around.

The city’s CIB citizen-driven
ranking and review process is in
the home stretch. Task forces on
community facilities, streets and
utilities and residential and eco-
nomic development had their proj-
ect rankings completed by mid-
April. Each task force spent the past
several weeks hearing presenta-
tions on each project. One high-
light was a bus tour of project sites. 

The task force rankings now
go to the full CIB Committee,
which meets twice in May to make
its final recommendation. 

The CIB Committee rankings
move to Mayor Chris Coleman
and the St. Paul City Council for a
final vote by year’s end. That in
term determines which capital
projects are completed in the next
two years and which will be left be-
hind.

What was different this CIB
cycle is that each task force needed
only one meeting to complete its
rankings. In past years those rank-
ing meetings have gone on for two
or more weeks. CIB Committee
Chair D’Ann Urbaniak Lesch cred-
its changes to the CIB process to
the streamlined ranking work. 

The new process was designed
with help from University of Min-
nesota Humphrey Institute stu-
dents after the 2010-2011 CIB
process. “I think we were able to
have a smoother process and gave

proposals the reviews they de-
served,” said Urbaniak Lesch. 

More of the CIB information,
as well as project submissions and
task force member rankings, were
done online this round. That saved
the stacks of paper city staff had to
generate in the past.

A number of procedural
changes were also made, including
how district council and city de-
partment project rankings were fac-
tored into task force decisions. In
the past there were questions
among task force and CIB Com-
mittee members about how much
weight those rankings should get.

Another change is that CIB
projects were reviewed by the Plan-
ning Commission for consistency
with the city’s Comprehensive
Plan. That also affected project
rankings.

Urbaniak Lesch said that
when the CIB Committee does its
review and final rankings, the com-
mittee will be looking at the vari-
ous local, state and federal funding
sources for capital projects. The
type of funding a project receives
could be a factor as to whether or
not it is funded, and whether proj-
ects that don’t rank as highly can
move up in the process. Another
factor can be if a project is part of a
larger plan, such as a street that is
in a residential street paving project
area.

Here’s how the task forces
ranked area projects:

Streets and Utilities: With 54
projects, this was the largest group
to be reviewed. At the top of the
heap is the LaFayette Bridge recon-
struction. The city is being asked to
chip in $500,000 toward the
$130.4 million project. Most of the
funding will come from the state.

Reconstruction of the Ham-
line Avenue Bridge over Ayd Mill

Road ranked a close second, at a
cost of $6.876 million. 

Reconstruction of the Whee-
lock Parkway Bridge between Park
and Able streets ($1 million)
ranked sixth overall, with the city’s
share of the I-35E/Cayuga Bridge
work ($500,000) ranking seventh. 

Various projects related to the
Central Corridor light rail project
had mixed rankings. A $3 million
request for Central corridor
streetscape improvements from
Rice Street to the west city limits
ranked ninth overall. The Central
Corridor Friendly Streets Initiative
ranked 22nd overall. This $40,000
project would improve neighbor-
hood streets just north of Universi-
ty Avenue and the planned light
rail line.

Streetscape and pedestrian
safety improvements along St. An-
thony Avenue near Skyline Towers,
the Union Park District Council’s
top priority, ranked 10. This project
has an estimated cost of $178,000.

A high priority for many peo-
ple in Hamline-Midway neighbor-
hood is the Snelling Avenue Green
Streets initiative which would
make improvements on Snelling
north of University. This project,
which has a cost of $880,000,
ranked 17th.

Raymond Avenue storm water
management ($395,000) which is
tied to the Hampden Park master
planning process, ranked 12th.
Raymond Avenue streetscape ($1.5
million) from University to Hamp-
den ranked 13th. The Pierce Butler-
Lexington Parkway bicycle connec-
tion ($200,000) ranked 15th. New
lighting for Rice Street from Uni-
versity to Acker ($555,000) ranked
21st, with the stretch from Rose to
Larpenteur ($1 million) ranking
36th. 

The Marshall Avenue Green

Streets project, which would com-
plete the median work on Marshall
Avenue between the Mississippi
River and Snelling Avenue, ranked
24th. This project has an estimated
cost of $510,000.

The Pierce Butler east exten-
sion ($6.3 million) ranked 28th.
Arlington Avenue reconstruction
between Dale and Jackson streets
($6.2 million) ranked 31st. 

Sycamore Street reconstruc-
tion between East Jackson and
West Jackson ($342,000) ranked
47th.  The Pascal Street bikeway
connection ($65,000) ranked
50th. 

Community facilities: The top-
ranked project in the city out of 52
submissions is the Indian Mounds
Regional Park play area
($500,000). The area project with
the highest ranking is the North
End’s Stinson Park play improve-
ments ($331,000), at second over-
all, with Cayuga play area improve-
ments ($330,000), in third place,
followed by the sixth-ranked Grig-
gs play area improvements
($387,800).

Site development at Trillium
($1.1 million), a long-awaited
North End nature preserve and
park, ranked eighth. Ranked sev-
enth citywide is the Desnoyer Park
Safety Initiative ($5,600), sought
by the KidsPark child care center.
The child care program wants a
fence on the north side of its build-
ing. 

A study of a new animal con-
trol facility ($65,000) ranked
tenth. The current facility by Como
Park is cramped and deteriorated. 

Frogtown Farm and Park, an
ambitious plan to redo the former
Wilder Foundation property and
create an urban farm, ranked 15th.
Backers sought $75,000 in plan-
ning funds. The property was re-
cently put up for sale. Another
Frogtown project, replacement of

Scheffer Recreation Center ($7.7
million) ranked 19th.

Dickerman Park improve-
ments ($3 million) ranked 24th. 

The replacement of Central
team police facilities ($9.5 mil-
lion) ranked 30th overall. One
strike against all fire and police
projects is that they are not covered
in the city’s comprehensive plan.
Area residents have been trying to
replace the police station since it
was moved from Rice and Arling-
ton, and incorporated into police
headquarters north of downtown.

The Hamline-Hoyt beautifica-
tion and block improvement proj-
ect ($485,000) ranked 31st. Merri-
am Park master plan implementa-
tion ($64,000) ranked 34th. Mc-
Murray Field improvements ($2.95
million) ranked 35th and a study
of the Como Park golf course
($100,000) ranked 38th. The fu-
ture of the golf course has been
raised as an issue, as golfing de-
clines in the city.

Residential and economic de-
velopment. The top-ranked project
citywide is Dayton Bluff Neighbor-
hood Housing Services’ East Side
Home Improvement Revolving
Loan Fund ($1 million). It topped
a field of 19 projects.

Of area projects, Frogtown
Facelift Too ($600,000) ranked
third. Sparc’s Stay in St. Paul Pro-
gram ($200,000) , which targets
businesses affected by Central Cor-
ridor construction, ranked fourth.
Sparc’s deferred loan programs ($1
million) ranked fifth. Historic St.
Paul’s Restore St. Paul Commercial
Façade Improvement Program
($500,000) ranked seventh. A city-
sponsored Commercial Corridor
and Economic Development Pro-
gram ($500,000) ranked ninth.

Frogtown Facelift ($698,000)
ranked 11th and the Frogtown
Flexible Fund ($750,000) ranked
12th. 
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Parks and Trillium site earn top rankings
from CIB Long-Range Budget task forces



By JANE MCCLURE
Twenty-two projects and a re-

quest grand total of $2,934,121
are in the hands of St. Paul’s
Neighborhood Sales Tax Revital-
ization (STAR) Board. The appli-
cations, which were due at City
Hall March 31, are undergoing re-
view this month. The Neighbor-
hood STAR Board will interview
applicants in the weeks ahead,
prepare its ranking and then send
those rankings to Mayor Chris
Coleman and the St. Paul City
Council later this spring or early
this summer.

The proposed projects range
from improving a dog day care
business to renovating the his-
toric Victoria Theater.

This is the second year St.
Paul has had just one Neighbor-
hood STAR review process. Last
year the board combined the
large grant and loan and small
grants programs into one applica-
tion process. 

Neighborhood STAR Board
Chair Kerry Antrim said it is en-
couraging to see many different
types of projects, from all around
the city. “I think we have a good
variety of different types of proj-

ects to review and choose from,”
she said.

Nine projects are in Ward
One, with six in Ward Two, none
in Ward Three, six in Ward Four,
three in Ward Five, three in Ward
Six and two in Ward Seven. Some
projects are in more than one
council ward. The applications in-
clude requests for park improve-
ments, commercial building im-
provements and housing rehabili-
tation.

The applications can be bro-
ken down into $1,828,220 in
grants and $1,105,901 in loans.
The matches pledged total
$3,959,677.

The most high-profile re-
quest may be to rehabilitate the
Victoria Theater, 825 University
Ave. The building, which has
been the focus of preservation ef-
forts, was awarded local historic
designation April 13 by the St.
Paul City Council. Building own-
ers Bee and Lamena Vue are seek-
ing a $100,000 grant and a
$100,000 loan to install new
doors, floors, a sprinkler system,
an electrical system, restrooms
and heating, cooling and ventila-
tion improvements so that the

building can be reused as a the-
ater and community gathering
spaces. The Vues have pledged a
$205,000 match.

Of all applicants the largest
request is for a $500,000 loan
and a $500,000 grant from Mid-
way Residence, a proposed
mixed-use development at 1563
University Av. Minneapolis-based
developer Emad Abed has
pledged a $1.2 million match.
Proposed is a two-story building
with retail on the main floor and
four 1,500 square foot apart-
ments on the second floor. The
site is currently occupied by a
building that was extensively
damaged a few years ago in a sus-
picious fire.

Other area projects vying for
Neighborhood STAR funds in-
clude:

*Rainbow Child Develop-
ment Center, 605 Como Av. The
center, which is currently in Ham-
line-Midway neighborhood,
wants a $63,050 grant and a
$94,575 loan to renovate a for-
mer auto sales building into a
child care center, employing 9
workers and caring for 42 chil-
dren. Match is $167,325.

*Sparc job creation and re-
tention fund. The area communi-
ty development corporation
would use an $111,000 grant to
help 12 commercial property
owners make improvements that
would help them retain or create
jobs. Match is $111,000.

*Lead window replacement
program. Sparc is seeking a
$25,000 grant to help about 30
area low-income home owners
replace windows containing lead
paint. Homes with children un-
der the age of six would be target-
ed. Match is $152,500.

*Rental rehabilitation pro-
gram. Greater Frogtown Commu-
nity development Corporation
wants a $120,000 grant to help
landlords improve properties that
house low-income neighborhood
residents. Match is $120,000.

*Dog Days. The dog day care
center at 350 University Av. is
seeking a $93,250 grant and a
$93,250 loan to make exterior im-
provements to its building includ-
ing new awnings,  windows, rail-
ings, doors, a new stone façade
and new roof. Soil corrections
and a new parking lot would also
be added. Match is $186,500.

*Langford Park Recreation
Center. The St. Anthony Park
Booster Club wants a $19,975
grant to build a storage building
with a green roof. This would
house ice rink equipment. Match
is $25,975.

*South St. Anthony Park. Joy
to the People Soccer Club wants
a $13,125 grant to convert a soft-
ball field into a sand soccer/vol-
leyball court, with bleachers,
community garden space and a
walking path. Match is $19,815.

*Hampden Park Master
Plan. St. Anthony Park Commu-
nity Council and St. Paul Parks
and Recreation want a $60,000
grant to create a plaza/public
gathering space, plant more trees
and add lighting, sidewalks and
trash cans. Match is $60,000.

*Keo Enterprise, 867 Pierce
Butler Route. The company wants
to replace its building roof with
an energy-efficient white roof,
with a $41,148 grant and a
$41,148 loan. Match is $82,296.

Anyone applying for Neigh-
borhood STAR funds must
pledge a one-to-one match of
money, materials, professional
services or “sweat equity.”
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Neighborhood star applications under review by STAR Board

By JANE MCCLURE
Those who live and work

along University Avenue already
know that Central Corridor light
rail construction can be noisy.
That noise can now exceed city
decibel limits, as a result of St.
Paul City Council approval of a
noise variance May 4. The vari-
ance, which does cover some
overnight work, will be in effect
until Dec. 31. It covers University
Avenue from Emerald Street, the
west city limits, to Syndicate
Street.

Eight groups including
Union Park District Council (UP-
ODC) weighed in in opposition
to or with concerns about the
noise variance. Only one person,
St. Anthony Park resident John
Schumacher, testified in opposi-
tion. 

Some city staff and council
members were surprised that
more people didn’t attend the
public hearing. A 20-page list of
approximately 400 addresses was
notified about the variance and
council hearing. The notification
list covered blocks north and
south of University Avenue. The
area notified varied along the cor-
ridor, with a larger north-south
area notified at the western end
and notice only going a block
north at the east end.

The council did amend the
variance request to accommodate
residential properties and hotels
that are within 200 feet of the
work, so that extended overnight
work time won’t be allowed. That
affects a number of sites along
Central Corridor, including Epis-
copal Homes at University and
Fairview, Carleton Lofts and
apartments near University and
Raymond and a large group of
apartments and condos near Uni-
versity and Emerald. It also affects
Midwest Hotel at University and
Cretin-Vandalia and Days Inn at
University and Prior.

Ward Four Council Member

Russ Stark asked for the amend-
ment. While saying it’s important
for light rail construction to re-
main on schedule, and that work
needs to be expedited, he said
those who live or stay along the
light rail line need not be disrupt-
ed late at night or early in the
morning.

Schumacher said the noise
has the potential to affect more
than 1,000 people who live along
or near the light rail construction
work. He also expressed concern
about the number of times
overnight noise would occur, say-
ing residents affected by the noise
would like a finite number of
variances.

UPDC’s resolution stated the
district council would oppose a
blanket noise variance and wants
to see overnight noise addressed
on a case-by-case basis. The dis-
trict council also wants to see
more attention paid to noise in
the rail project’s construction
management plan. Other written
comments the city received in-
clude concerns from people who
live close to University and objec-
tions to the early start and late
finish for the noise variance.

“I’m satisfied that the process
we have put in place lets (city li-
censing staff) use their judgment
as to what times are reasonable,”
Stark said. “It would be nice if the
(light rail) project office had a
better idea of their needs but at
this point they don’t.”

The variance is for the hours
of 7 a.m. to 10 p.m. It allows ex-
tended work hours between 10
p.m. and 7 a.m. It covers the time
period of May 5 to December 31.
The variance is needed to accom-
modate heavy equipment, com-
pressors, excavation equipment
and paving equipment. The vari-
ance was filed by Kevin Ryan,
Metropolitan Council manager of
transitways. 

CONTINUED ON PAGE 14

Central Corridor noise can
now exceed city decibel limits



Noise
Continued from page 13

According to Ryan, Metropol-
itan Council will submit any re-
quest for overnight work to the
city’s Department of Safety and
Inspections (DSI). The requests
will be for specific times, dates
and locations. DSI and Public
Works will review and then ap-
prove or deny each specific re-
quest. If a specific request is ap-
proved for overnight work, Metro-
politan Council will notify prop-
erty owners within 200 feet with-
in writing, 72 hours prior to work
getting underway.

Contractors and utility com-
panies will use best practicable
methods to control the noise.
“Construction activities between
10 p.m. and 7 a.m. will only be
done if there are no reasonable al-
ternatives,” the variance applica-
tion stated. Construction and
demolition noise limitations shall
be as follows:

Regulation of noise from con-
struction activities is specifically
spelled out in city ordinance. The
maximum noise level is 85 deci-
bels at a distance of 50 feet meas-
ured from the source.  If a con-
struction site is within or abuts res-
identially zoned property, addi-
tional noise regulations apply.
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Any Day, Week, Month of the Year

651-274-0263 or 651-373-6652

We will Haul away and clean
up just about anything, or if

you need help moving

HAULERS & MOVERS

CONCRETE
SIDEWALKS,
STEPS AND 

STUCCO REPAIR

GLASS BLOCK
WINDOW

good for basements
any size

CHIMNEY &
FIREPLACE

WORK
Call Mark Larson
651-642-5090

WEST BUILDING MAINTENANCE, LLC 
Cleaning Services

Mike West — Serving the Minneapolis-St. Paul area since 1965

(800) 451-6753
www.westcleaning.com

COMMERCIAL CLEANING

SAVE 5¢ 
per gallon
ON GAS

with coupon-limit one – thru 6/11/11 – at

CLARK ON RICE
Corner of Rice St.& Arlington

651-487-2932
Deli-Pop-Ice Cream-Propane-Money Orders-

Stamps-Check Cashing

COUPON

CHURCH OF ST. ANTHONY
Pastor: Fr. Tony Dinzeo
“A 21st Century Church”

Sunday Mass at 1:00 p.m.
Co-located in:

Hamline United Methodist Church
1514 Englewood Avenue

651-224-0617
Email: Tony.429@live.com
"An Old Catholic Community"

See us online: www.MonitorSaintPaul.com!

SERVICES • SERVICES • SERVICES • SERVICES • SERVICES • SERVICES 

Those who live and work along University Avenue already know that Cen-
tral Corridor light rail construction can be noisy. That noise can now exceed
city decibel limits, as a result of St. Paul City Council approval of a noise
variance May 4. (Photo by Stefanie Berres)

Como Ordway Memorial
Japanese Garden Opening
May 1 - September 30

The Como Ordway Memorial
Japanese Garden is a living sym-
bol of the peace and friendship
that exists between Saint Paul and
its sister city Nagasaki, Japan. A
renowned landscape designer in
Nagasaki, Masami Matsuda, creat-
ed the garden according to time
honored Japanese design princi-
ples using plants and trees that
are hardy in Minnesota. Infused
with true Japanese design, the gar-
den is meant to delight your sens-
es. 

Summer Flower Show 
May 7 – October 2 

The Summer Flower Show dis-
plays the greatest plant diversity of
any of the Sunken Garden Flower
Shows, as well as the longest sea-
son.  Roses, Statice, Geraniums,
Asiatic Lilies, Heliotrope, New
Guinea Impatiens, Petunias and

Caladiums are some of the floral
features, representing a rainbow
of colors, bloom sequence, form
and fragrance. Sunken Garden
will be closed May 2 – May 6.

TPT Family Fun Day
Como Town & Como Zoo
May 21, 10 a.m.-4 p.m.

Meet Cat In The Hat, Curious
George, Super Why & Clifford!
Bring the whole family for a day
filled with fun activities. Ques-
tions about this event? Call 651-
229-1330 or 1-866-229-1300.

American Garden Award
May 23 - August, 2011

The American Garden Award is
a unique opportunity for the gar-
dening public to vote on a specific
flower or plant that they think has
the most appealing garden charac-
teristics.  Some of the world's
most prominent breeders have
chosen their best varieties to enter
into this competition.  In cooper-

ation with All-America Selections,
the Marjorie McNeely Conservato-
ry displays seven different flower
entries so garden visitors can view
the plants in person and vote on
their favorite. For those con-
sumers and home gardeners who
are unable to view these plants
in person, a link on the Ameri-
can Garden Award website:
www.americangardenaward.org al
lows for online voting. When vis-
iting us, you can find the Ameri-
can Garden Award entries on dis-
play along the walkway in front of
the Visitor Center.

Sparky the Sea Lion Show 
May 28 – September 5 
11:30 a.m. Monday – Friday
11:30 a.m. & 3:00 p.m. Saturday,
Sunday & Holidays

Sparky presents "Sparky's Zoo
Hop".  Sparky is excited to visit
some of his friends in other zoos.
Watch as Sparky imitates many of
his zoo buddies. Each show is a

little different – you never know
what you might see! 

Creature Feature 
May 28 - September 5 
12:30 & 3:00 p.m. 
Monday – Friday 
12:30 p.m. Saturday, 
Sunday & Holidays

A garden has been ransacked and
the critters of the Creature Feature

are on the case.  Audiences will be
up to their ears in "whodunit" fun
as the Creature Feature animals
solve the mystery of the Great
Garden Caper.* 
This year's Creature Feature will
highlight a variety of small ani-
mals whose stories will delight
audiences of all ages.
*show subject to change due to
weather. 

Roots, Shoots & Fruits – The
Incredible Edible Garden
June 17 – September 5 

Featuring an array of vegetables,
small fruits, and tasty herbs culti-
vated in an imaginative garden
display located south of the Visi-
tor Center. Learn effective growing
techniques, fun ways to harvest &
prepare the fresh food from your
garden, pollinator friendly tips,
natural pest control and creative
edible landscape design. It's not
just about a row of tomatoes and
bush beans!

Como Park Zoo and Conservatory plans upcoming events



Monitor Want Ads are now $1 per
word with a $10 minimum. Send
your remittance along with your ad
to Monitor Classifieds, Iris Park
Place, 1885 University Avenue, Ste.
#110, St. Paul, MN 55104. Classifieds
must be prepaid via cash, check, or
credit card. Classified ads can be e-
mailed to denisw@aplacetoremem-
ber.com. Want ads must be in the
Monitor before May 27 for the June
9 issue. Call 651-645-7045 for more
information. Your classified ad will
also be automatically placed on the
Monitor’s website at
www.MonitorSaintPaul.com

BATHROOMS
Bathroom/kitchens!! Basement fin-
ishing. Bad water pressure? Sinks,
toilets and tub/surrounds, etc.
Ceramic tile. Basement bathrooms
installed. Call 612-275-9815. 7-11

Need a handyman?? Any job, big
or small plumbing? Remodeling?
Decks? Etc. Call “Dynamo” Dave
612-701-2272. Competitive
prices! 12-10

COMPUTER REPAIR
Harmony PC computer repair,
service, instruction. Service in
your home. 20 years exp. State
Courts, Microsoft. Woman-
owned. 651-605-5804 www.har-
monypc.us 7-11

CARPET CLEANING
Two average size rooms $59, 35
years experience, Dave 612-636-
3073. 612-721-5105. 7-11-00

CLEANING RES & COMM.
1st Choice Cleaning Company
LLC—you can trust this 2011
award winner from
Neighborhood Development
Center. Call Harry for Spring
Cleaning Specials—651-354-
6438. Also landscaping, lawn
care, demolition and metal recy-
cling. 7-11

HANDYMAN
Dave’s Handyman Service.
Carpentry, sheetrock, wall repairs,
painting, door, locks. Call Dave—
612-532-5394. B-11

Need a handyman?? One call
does it all. Any job, big or small.
Plumbing? Remodeling? Don’t
tell my wife, but keeping your
house in tip-top condition is
more important than my own!
Call “Dynamo” Dave 612-701-
2272. 12-10

HANDYMAN
#1 Handy Woman! Odd jobs big
or small.  Susanne 612-616-9316.
B-11

ANTIQUES
For Sale: Vintage 1900-1949
lights, house hardware, doors,
tubs, radiators, etc. Also furniture
hardware. 651-644-9270. 20% off
with ad. 6-11 

HAULERS AND MOVERS
Will haul away and clean up
almost anything, or help you
move. Any day. 651-274-0263 or
651-373-6652. B-09

HOLISTIC HEALTH
Relaxation, pain reduction, health
recovery and more. Reiki, healing
touch. Please contact Christine:
651-338-1216, Christine@healin-
garts101.com 6-11

HOME SERVICES
Antique Appraisals/Consultations.
Also brokering fine art, objects and
collections nationally. 612-729-5910.
Shannonlawappraiser@gmail.com 4-

11

CONTINUED ON PAGE 16
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Floyd Anderson
Concrete Construction

Steps, sidewalks, driveways, patios,
exposed aggregate patios, blockwork,
patching basement & garage floors.

Call 651 644-8567
LICENSED • BONDED • INSURED

GARY’S AUTOMOTIVE REPAIR

455 ATWATER ST. • ST. PAUL, MN 55117
651-776-9088 • 651-487-3659

MANAGER
GARY NIPPOLDT

ASST. MANAGER
GREG NIPPOLDT

• Tire Repair
• Tune-Ups
• Brakes
• Exhaust

• Oil Changes
• Air Conditioning
• Computer Diagnosis
• General Repair

S E R V I N G S T .  P A U L

FRANK’S HOME REPAIRS
Residential Projects / Repairs

Frank Durkin   •   651-276-7094

Carpentry - Sheetrocking
Concrete - Tile Work 
Electric - Plumbing

Exterior Drain Tile Systems
Decks - Fencing - Windows

Doors - Mold Abatement
Painting - Demolition - Landscaping

Tree Cutting - Clean-Ups and Hauling

SPRING WINDOW CLEANING 10% OFF WITH THIS AD
(Expires 6/20/11)

AMERICAN WINDOW CLEANING SERVICE
Because your worth it!

Happy customer says:
“Tom is capable, respectful and dedicated.” 

- Diane S., Mpls

Tom@AmericanWindowCleaningService.com    612-709-5808

FREEESTIMATES

Steve Peters Construction L.L.C.
Handyman & Carpentry Services, Decks, 
Windows, Doors, Roofing, Home Repairs

Lic #20638186, Insured

Reasonable rates by the hour or by the job

Steve 612-226-5261

Next deadline: 
May 27



Clasifieds
Continued from page 15

LAWNS
Sorensen Lawn Care serving St.
Paul for 16 years. Services include
mowing, spring and fall clean
ups, aeration, fertilization, mulch
installation, emerald ash borer
treatment. Call Jeff 651-695-
1230. 7-11

Lawn mowing from $22 per cut.
Satisfaction guaranteed. Call for a
free quote. 651-343-3944. 4-11

Lawnmower service. Please call
Tim at 612-743-6670 for free esti-
mate. 5-11

MOBILE SHARPENING
Super Sharp Edges That Last!
Most household implements,
knives, scissors, garden tools.
Scissor Wizard. 826 Como Ave
55103. Schedule @651-489-
7852. 10-11

PAINTING
Interior/exterior painting, enam-
eling, plaster patching, free esti-
mates. Bob. 651-633-5565. 12-11
Interior, exterior painting, wallpa-
per removal, small wall repair,
average 3 rooms $250. Jim 651-
698-0840. 3-11 

All Seasons painting/repair.
Wood frames/stucco, power
washing. Window glazing.
Quality workmanship. Insured.
651-699-2832. 6-11

PIANO TUNING
Quality piano tuning and repair.
Reasonable rates. Call Robert
Clough @ 612-722-7586 or e-
mail: robtclough@aol.com. 12-11

Sean Scott Piano Healing – April
half-price tuning. Visit
www.Seanscottpiano.com 9-11

PET SITTING
Wagner’s Pet Sitting. Walking –
Day and Overnight Care. 651-
771-0421. 4-11

SERVICES
RAM Handyman Services LCC.
Good service, reasonable rates,
“no job too small.” Rich – 651-
485-9680 – or www.ramhandy-
man.com. 6-11

Need a handyman?? Any job, big
or small plumbing? Remodeling?
Decks? Etc. Call Dave 612-701-
2272. Competitive prices! 12-10

Paisely Garden Design - Natural
garden maintenance/design,
planting, mulching & trimming;
U of MN Horticulture Graduate,
St. Paul Resident 952-270-0319. 5-

11

LAWNMOWING
Lawnmowing, since 1981, free
estimates. 763-783-1014. 5-11

LAWN/SNOW
Lawn Service, spring lawn
cleanups, de-thatching, gutter
cleaning.  Best price guaranteed.
651-699-2832. 6-11

ROOM TO RENT
SWF ESL teacher needs room to
rent. Can help with house/yard
work Kim. 651-315-1818. 4-11

VACUUM CLEANER
Vacuum Cleaners: Sales, service
and supplies. Experts since 1952.
666 University @ Dale. 651-222-
6316. www.a-1vacuum.com BB-10

WANTED TO BUY
Top Cash Paid! Older Furniture –
rugs – sports items – wood ice
boxes – bookcases – advertising
items – Beer items –
Miscellaneous Antiques – 651-
227-2469. 6-11

WINDOWS/SCREENS
Custom making/repairs.  Thermal
windows; fix frames, glazing.
Kendall’s—651-489-3210, 651-
776-6996. BB-10

WANTED TO BUY
Paying the most for your furniture,
dishes, glassware, knickknacks, cos-
tume jewelry, antiques, pictures,
lamps, household items etc. I make
housecalls. Call Mary Anne. 612-
729-3110. 6-11
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