
By CLAYTON SCHANILEC
A spawning ground for an

Irish dance champion, a hub for
performing folk artists, a funky
space for a wedding celebra-
tion—Celtic Junction is stretch-
ing out to cover all of that, just
as its young dancers stretch their
legs to rattle off  rapid-fire
rhythms. Now into its first year
amid the warehouses on Prior
Avenue north of University, this
rapidly growing business has
added a unique cultural center-
piece to the Newell Park neigh-
borhood.

Celtic Junction is the brain-
child of Natalie and Cormac
O’Shea, she a Minnesota native
and he an Irish dancer who
toured from the beginning with
Riverdance, arguably the most
successful touring dance show
the world has ever known. The
two bought a mobile radio
building and shaped its 13,000
square feet into a functional
space for the folk community. 

A spacious main hall has a
stage and can seat 280 at a con-
cert or serve as a wedding dance
floor. Four nights a week it be-
comes an intense training
ground for young Irish dancers
who skip across the “sprung”
marly-covered floor before
floor-length mirrors. Two other
studios are usually crowded
with dancers, and one of them

doubles as an intimate concert
venue for audiences of up to
100. The carpeted lobby with its
nooks and crannies makes for
an attractive reception setting
when it isn’t crowded with par-
ents during lessons, reading
books or accessing the free Wi-
Fi. Office space in the building
has been scooped up by notable
local folk musicians. One tenant
has found the largely unfinished
basement to be an adequate
space to build a replica of a 16th
century wire-string harp.

The dance school, though,
was the driving force for pur-
chasing the building, said the
O’Sheas. Their traditional Irish
dance school known as O’Shea
Irish Dance opened with 7 stu-

dents in 2005. Once word
spread that an original River-
dance performer with TCRG des-
ignation—meaning he was certi-
fied by the Irish Dancers Com-
mission in Dublin—had begun
teaching in the Twin Cities, stu-
dents flocked to a master. A larg-
er space was soon needed and
the O’Sheas moved onto Prior.
In just four years the ranks
swelled to 170 students and are
projected to reach 220 soon,
showing phenomenal growth in
a declining market.

Cormac’s pedigree goes be-
yond Riverdance. His parents be-
gan the O’Shea School in
Dublin in 1971 and their fastidi-
ous attention to proper styling
in a dance known for its stiff car-

riage and almost manic disci-
pline helped them churn out
world champions with regulari-
ty. Cormac’s sister Dara won first
at the world championship once
and his brother, Colm, held the
men’s crown for a decade before
an American unseated him.

The school’s intent is to
train students for competitions,
but they make clear that com-
peting in one of the country’s
300 plus yearly Irish dance com-
petitions is not compulsory. A
love for Irish dance is enough,
and the discipline and physical
demands have other benefits.
Soccer coaches, for instance, not-
ed Natalie, love it when one of
their athletes take classes be-
cause the training helps develop
footwork.

Dorinda Von Tersch is one
parent who appreciates the
school’s attention to form. Thir-
teen months ago she left Chica-
go and searched the area for an
Irish dance teacher for her chil-
dren, Hunter and Alexandria.
“We absolutely love it,” she said.
“Natalie and Cormac are partic-
ular about form and precision of
technique. I think that’s helped
my kids evolve better as dancers
because it’s not allowed them to
have bad habits. They’re learning
it correctly early on.”
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Celtic 
Junction a 
cultural hub 
in Newell Park

“Natalie and Cormac are particular
about form and precision of technique.

I think that’s helped my kids evolve 
better as dancers because it’s not
allowed them to have bad habits.”

- Dorinda Von Tersch, parent of dancer

Now into its first year amid the warehouses on Prior Avenue north of University, the Celtic Junction has added a unique cultural centerpiece to the Newell
Park neighborhood. (Photo by Liberty Willms)



Teen center 
receives funding
The move to establish a teen cen-
ter in the North End took a big
step forward Nov. 18 as the St.
Paul City Council allocated
$350,000 in Neighborhood Sales
Tax Revitalization (STAR) funds
toward the project. The funds are
from money allocated for Ward
Five projects. Ward Five Council
Member Lee Helgen brought the
funding request forward.

The teen center is located at
Rice Recreation Center, which is
in Washington Technology Mid-
dle School. It is a project of St.
Paul Parks and Recreation.

Next year Rice and North
Dale will be the only North End
area recreation centers still open.
Sylvan and Front are closing due
to city budget cuts. Both of those
smaller buildings will be torn
down. Field and restroom facility
improvements are promised in ex-
change for the loss of the build-
ings, but the move still leaves the
neighborhood with just two recre-
ation centers.

Orchard Recreation Center
was closed a few years ago and
taken over by the St. Paul Black-
hawks soccer club.

Having a teen center is a goal
North End residents and organi-
zations have pursued for several
years. In the 1990s District 6 Plan-
ning Council operated a youth
coffee shop and teen center on
Rice Street. A charter school assist-
ed in the operation of that facility.
But the coffee shop struggled fi-
nancially and had to close.

No opening date for the new
teen center has been announced.

No bikes on Ayd 
Mill Road
A proposal to allow bicycles onto
Ayd Mill Road has been curbed –

at least for now. Ward Four
Council Member Russ Stark
withdrew the measure Nov. 4 in
the face of concerns from St. Paul
Public Works and other council
members. He had postponed a
final vote on the measure last
month.

The council ordinance
would have eliminated a long-
standing prohibition on bicycles
on Ayd Mill Road, which was
originally known as Short Line
Road. The ban dates from 1956,
when the street was planned. The
ban is believed to be linked to
long-standing plans to use the
street as a link for the area’s free-
way system.

The ordinance drew no op-
position at a public hearing in
October. But Ward One Council
member Melvin Carter III, whose
ward includes the north end of
Ayd Mill Road, said he has con-
cerns about putting bicycles on
the street. So do city Public
Works officials, who questioned
whether the four-lane street has
room for bikes.

The ordinance had been
amended in its weeks of consid-
eration at the council. The origi-
nal ordinance would have al-
lowed bikes all along Ayd Mill
Road, from Selby Avenue all the
way to I-35E. But it was amended
last month to exclude the area
from Jefferson Avenue to I-35E.

Stark said it is best to with-
draw the ordinance. Instead the
bicycle and pedestrian access is-
sues will be addressed next year
when city staff reopens studies of
Ayd Mill Road’s future.

City officials are trying to de-
cide the road’s configuration and
to find space for off-street bike
and pedestrian trails. The City
council recommended Ayd Mill
Road be rebuilt as a two-lane
parkway in 2000; former Mayor
Randy Kelly pushed through a
study of a four-lane roadway four
years later. The council voted ear-
lier this year to ask that the Ayd
Mill Road studies be reopened
and the two-lane option gets
more study.

“We don’t want to take one
step now when a different rec-
ommendation might come out
of the community process later,”
Stark said.

Stark also noted that even if
the prohibition is lifted, Ayd Mill
Road as it is today isn’t the best
bicycling route, “If I and others
had no qualms about bicycling
there it would be different,” he
said. “But no one thinks it’s safe
as it is today.”

Sign rules won’t
change in a flash
Changes to St. Paul’s dynamic
signs ordinance have been post-
poned under year’s end at the
earliest. The St. Paul City Council
laid over a vote on the new regu-
lations in November and may
consider more changes to the
regulations.

Dynamic signs are electronic
signs that can flash, scroll or oth-
erwise change messages. The
signs can show text or in some
cases show pictures. As the signs
have become more popular with
businesses, they have also drawn
complaints for being a distrac-
tion to drivers and passersby.

The St. Paul Planning Com-
mission recommended approval
of a detailed ordinance regulat-
ing dynamic systems this fall. It
outlines which types of signs can
be installed in various zoning
districts, ranging from industrial
to residential. It outlines the vari-
ous sign sizes allowed as well as
distance requirements for each
zoning district.

However, the City Council
heard concerns from district
councils, the anti-billboard
group Scenic St. Paul and citizens
about the need to more tightly
regulate the signs.

One of the district councils
most heavily involved in the sign
issue is St. Anthony Park, where
the West Midway industrial area
is very close to homes in some
places. Many homes there could

be affected by the regulations
proposed by the Planning Com-
mission. The St. Anthony Park
Community Council submitted a
detailed list of regulations that
several council members are in-
terested in looking at for city-
wide regulations.

The West Midway industrial
area, much of University Avenue
and parts of Selby Avenue could
also see more dynamic signs un-
der the proposed regulations.
Council members said the com-
mercially and industrially zoned
areas are often next to residential
neighborhoods, and the spillover
light from dynamic signs could
be a distraction.

Pollution cleanup 
grant OK’d by Council
Brownfield sites along the
planned Central Corridor light
rail route could be cleaned up
with the assistance of a federal
grant. The St. Paul City Council
voted unanimously Nov. 18 to
accept the $1 million grant from
the U.S. Environmental Protec-
tion Agency (EPA).

About $400,000 of the grant
will be earmarked for remedia-
tion of petroleum remediation.
The rest will be used for cleanup
of other contaminants. There are
a number of sites along universi-
ty Avenue that have contamina-
tion due to past industrial uses,
according to City Planner Josh
Williams.

Other contaminated sites re-
main from auto-related uses,
such as repair businesses.

It’s not known yet how many
sites will need environmental re-
mediation, according to
Williams. And it is likely that the
demand for funds will exceed
what is available.

One way sites will be select-
ed is through the Central Corri-
dor Development Strategy, a de-
tailed city plan for land use
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By JANE MCCLURE
Despite efforts to save it, one

of the area’s most unique and his-
toric churches will be torn down
soon. St. Matthew’s Evangelical
Lutheran Church, which has
stood on Dale Street since 1888,
is too deteriorated to save. St. Paul
City Council members reluctantly
approved the church’s demolition
Oct. 28. 

The church at 507 N. Dale St.
will be the focus of extensive sal-
vage efforts. The congregation that
most recently occupied the struc-
ture, Rock of Ages Missionary
Baptist Church, would like to re-
move church fixtures. But city
could members, led by Dave
Thune and Melvin Carter III, want
to see if the church windows can
be salvaged and reused, possibly
in a public building. 

Carter said he hates to see
such a historic building razed.
He had postponed final city
council action on the structure
earlier this fall, to see if other op-
tions could be found. But the
church’s congregation, which
moved out a few years ago, does-
n’t have the resources to save the
building. Nor could anyone be
found to step in.

The loss of the historic
church is also a concern for the
St. Paul Heritage Preservation
Commission (HPC). The HPC
and others wanting to save the
church have worked with the
Minnesota Historical Society and
Minnesota Preservation Alliance
to explore options for the
church, to see if there are re-
sources to repair and reuse the
structure.

“It’s an incredibly historic

building,” said Carter. “Unfortu-
nately, it’s in pretty bad repair.”

HPC members and city staff
fear that in a difficult economy,
more of the city’s beautiful and
historic places of worship could

fall to the wrecking ball. Congre-
gations struggling to keep operat-
ing may not have the resources
to maintain and repair their his-
toric structures.

HPC Chairman John Man-
ning said the church’s demolition
is a huge loss for its surrounding
community. “It’s a really beautiful
building,” he said. Other HPC
members noted that the windows
are especially unique and beauti-
ful in their design, in terms of
style and colors used.

Carter said it’s his hope the
windows can be reused. But re-
moving them may be especially
difficult, due to the church’s
structural condition. “We don’t
want to end up with a bag of
pieces,” he said.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 5
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City Council reluctantly approves demolition…

Historic church scheduled
to be torn down soon
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Dale St. since 1888, is too deteriorated to save. St. Paul City Council mem-
bers reluctantly approved the church’s demolition Oct. 28. 
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By JANE MCCLURE
Property owners along Uni-

versity Avenue and downtown
will still have to chip in for
streetscape improvements related
to the Central Corridor light rail
project. But they will split $2.9
million in costs, not the $3.9
million in assessments originally
proposed. Still, an $18.8 million
streetscape payment plan ap-
proved 6-1 Nov. 25 by the St.
Paul City Council will be contro-
versial. Not only will it mean as-
sessments, it includes features
the Metropolitan Council has
not agreed to pay. Metropolitan
Council is building the $941 mil-
lion light rail line.

“We heard loud and clear
from a number of businesses that
all of the streetscaping won’t
solve the parking problems,” said
Ward Four Council Member Russ
Stark.

Many property owners ques-
tioned the notion that $2.9 mil-
lion of the improvement costs
would come out of their pockets,
in the form of assessments
against their properties. 

Some oppose the assess-
ments outright. Others say if they
are going to be assessed, that
money should go for parking im-
provements and business mitiga-
tion, not trees, benches and light
posts.

“It doesn’t do us any good to
have trees and benches and
pavers if we’re not going to be
here,” said Jim Segal, owner of
the Ax-Man Surplus Store at Uni-

versity and Fry Street.
“They can come up with

(funding) for streetscape and yet
there is so little for off-street
parking,” said Jeff McCann, Uni-
versity Avenue Business Associa-
tion (UABA) President and an
owner of Update Companies.
Update owns several com-
mercial and industrial
properties in the Mid-
way.

“Streetscape is
important but it’s
not more impor-
tant than trying
to assist the
businesses that
want to stay
here,” said Uni-
versity Avenue
Business Asso-
ciation Director
Linda Winsor.
Businesses might
be more
amenable to chip-
ping in if they knew
city officials were
committed to helping
them survive the con-
struction project.

“We need to know we’re
going to be in business before we
start worrying about streetscape,”
said Segal. “We need to know if
we’re going to have enough
funds to pay for parking im-
provements, we need to know if
we’re going to have a business
mitigation fund.”

At this point it’s not clear
how much each property owner

would be assessed for the im-
provements. The assessments
would vary by amount of street
frontage, as well the zoning clas-
sification of each

property.
The council debated the

measure at length before voting
Nov. 25. Ward Five Council
Member Lee Helgen failed at at-
tempts to keep Neighborhood
Sales Tax Revitalization (STAR)
funding out of the mix, and to

substitute in surplus dollars from
a $2 million surplus in the city’s
sewer fund. He cast the lone vote
against the proposal.

Other council members
agreed that while the funding
mix may not be what everyone

wants, it is an attempt to ad-
dress the streetscape

needs. They also indi-
cated that the sewer

funds may be used
to balance other

areas of the city
budget.

The plan
approved Nov.
25 is whittled
down from a
$22.3 million
proposal. It
adds $1.5
million for
parking im-

provements ,
which business

owners have
clamored for. It re-

moves $3.1 million
in median improve-

ments and $185,000 in
downtown street improve-

ments. City officials say those
are needed safety features; light
rail project staff doesn’t want to
pay for them.

Other cost savings were
found by lowering lighting and
paving costs.

A number of business
groups are reviewing the propos-
al. The Midway Chamber of
Commerce, St. Paul Area Cham-

ber of Commerce and St. Paul
Building Owners and Managers
got their first look at the plans
Nov. 24. Ethnic business groups
are also weighing in. University
Avenue businesses will be asked
to weigh in on the plan 5-7 p.m.
Thursday, Dec. 10 at the Central
Corridor Resource Center, 1080
University Av. A public hearing
on the assessments is 5:30 p.m.
Wednesday, Jan 6 at City Hall.

The City Council was to ap-
prove the assessments Nov. 18
but laid the plans over at the re-
quest of council members Stark
and Melvin Carter III. The two
represent neighborhoods along
the light rail line. Stark said he’s
not convinced that the city
should be financing all of the
proposed improvements, such as
those that are life safety-related. 

Council members Pat Harris
and Helgen had concerns about
the proposed financing sources.
Harris expressed concern about
using TIF dollars and how that
would affect the tax base as a
whole. Helgen said he has
“strong objections to using mon-
ey for infrastructure that could be
used elsewhere for economic de-
velopment citywide.

“All along Central Corridor
the businesses are saying they
need help to survive,” said Hel-
gen. If the city spends its most
flexible funds for infrastructure,
that takes money away from oth-
er needs.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 12
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Commercial and residential bur-
glaries rose slightly along the
lower Rice Street corridor for the
month of October. Most of these
crimes involved night entry of a
residential garage or an unoccu-
pied business. 

In response, the Saint Paul
Police Department’s GRID Unit
started looking at the cases. We
determined that a well-known
burglar named Eddie Dupree
who had recently been released
from custody was popping up in
the areas where the burglaries
were taking place. The method
of some of the property crimes
fit those employed by Dupree
during previous burglaries. 

We were able to make a
break on a case in the area of
Front and Rice Streets.  With
stolen property identified and
recovered, and with photo line-
ups completed, we arrested
Dupree. He later admitted to
that burglary and several others. 

Since his arrest, burglaries
have leveled off along the Rice
Street corridor. While Dupree
was certainly responsible for
some of them, the fact remains

that commercial and residential
burglaries happen at the hands
of many individuals. Their tac-
tics and methods may vary, but
the following precautions could
help you, your family, or your
business from being a property
crime victim:

-Install motion detectors,
especially at entrances or areas
hidden from public view.

-Install deadbolts on doors,
as well  as effective window
locks.

-Install a quality security
system with a police call service. 

-Install a quality video sur-
veillance system with recording
capability.

-Leave one or two lights on
overnight, especially ones that

may cover merchandise or a
showroom floor. Criminals pre-
fer to work from the cover of
darkness.

-Clean up yards and shop
exteriors to make them appear
well-cared for.

-Create an aesthetically at-
tractive physical boundary be-
tween your property and foot
traffic. This could take the form
of a wrought iron fence, land-
scaping, wood fence, shrubs, or
retaining wall.

-Create a security routine
when you leave your home or
business. Check locks before
you leave.

-Dissuade would-be thieves
by not leaving valuables in plain
view.

-Consider using a secondary
lock to secure tools inside a
chest or cabinet, then locking
the door to the garage. These
items are now protected twice.

-Keep track of brand, mod-
el,  and serial numbers. Keep
them on file. In the event that
something is stolen, police will
have a greater ability to track
these items.

-Talk to your neighbors,
whether they be businesses or
residents. Get involved with a
block club or business associa-
tion. Look out for your neigh-
bors, and they will look out for
you.

With a little bit of prepara-
tion and common sense, we can
work together to reduce criminal

behavior in our neighbor-
hoods, thus making them
safer and more enjoyable
places to live and work. As
one of your many dedicated
police officers, I’d like to ask
for your help in making this
possible. In my upcoming
columns, I’ll be introducing
a little more about myself,
the GRID Unit, and the po-

lice department, but what I’m
really looking forward to is con-
necting with you. Look for con-
tact information to be forthcom-
ing in my next column. Be vigi-
lant. Be safe.

(Editor’s note: The Saint Paul Po-
lice Department’s GRID (Getting
Residents Involved Daily) Unit is a
federally funded program designed
to address street crimes and quality
of life issues utilizing problem ori-
ented policing while working in co-
operation with the community.
GRID focuses on five geographic
sectors within the Central District’s
Rice Street corridor that have his-
torically experienced an elevated
level of criminal activity and
neighborhood blight.)
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On the Beat
By OFFICER CHARLIE ANDERSON

Historic
church
Continued from page 3

Paul Clifford Larson, who
recently chairs the HPC, has ex-
tensively documented the
church. Its congregation was
founded in 1887 by a growing
German Lutheran community in
Frogtown. The original church,
built the following year, was a
clapboard building.

The structure was extensive-
ly rebuilt in 1912-1913. Accord-

ing to Larson, the existing sanc-
tuary walls remained in placed
but were raised to create a full
basement. Then the entire build-
ing exterior was sheathed in
brick with Bedford stone trim.
The architect, H.A. Miller, was a
Frogtown resident who later
would work on the city’s archi-
tectural staff. Nearly all of the
church’s existing interior fit-
tings, furnishing, and casework,
and all of the surviving decorat-
ing date from this time.

But Larson found that the
beautiful and detailed stained
glass windows date from the

1888 church, including six goth-
ic-arched windows on either
side of the sanctuary, the beauti-
ful traceried window above the
entry and a window diptych (its
stained glass long gone) sur-
mounted by a miniature rose
window on the third story of the
tower.

Amazingly, these windows
survived a February 1918 fire,
which started in the church’s
furnace room. That forced the
congregation to partially rebuild
their church again. The work to
restore the church continued in-
to 1925.

Another change was made
in 1932 when a 1980 frame
Sunday School building was re-
placed by a two-story brick and
terra cotta building, which was
connected to the church.

The building has housed
different congregations over the
years. In 1949 the First Church
of the Nazarene moved in. (The
original German Lutheran con-
gregation had moved to a new
building at Lexington Parkway
and Minnehaha Avenue.) Larson
found that the church was then
occupied by the Church of God
in Christ (1964), the Apostolic

Faith in 1968 and then Rock of
Ages Missionary Baptist Church.

“Through all  of these
changes, the building has re-
tained a remarkable degree of
historical integrity, with no sig-
nificant alterations to either ex-
terior or interior,” Larson said.

But the church has suffered
from a lack of maintenance in
recent years, according to city
staff reports. It has gone without
heat and that has further affect-
ed its condition. Its congrega-
tion had moved to the North
End but recently had to leave
space and is moving again.



By JANE MCCLURE
MGM Liquors must follow

its approved site plan and re-
place a fence along the Larpen-
teur-California Avenues alley, the
St. Paul City Council decided
Dec. 2. The council unanimously
upheld an October Planning
Commission decision rejecting
the store’s site plan. The council
also asked City Attorney John
Choi to make sure a require alley
fence is installed.

The fence fight has stretched
out over the past few years, in
the neighborhood, at City Hall
and in the courts.

MGM has a retail store and
offices at 1102 Larpenteur Av.,
the southwest corner of Larpen-
teur and Lexington Parkway.
There has been a liquor store at
the corner for more than 50
years. MGM has occupied the
site for 37 of those years. The
site plan for the corner was ap-
proved by city staff in 1980 and
included a fence, which was on

the MGM side of the property.
MGM attorney Chad Lem-

mons and co-owner Mike
Maglich argued that the fence is-
n’t needed. Lemmons said there
is already a screening fence on
the south side of the alley, be-
hind homes MGM already owns
or is negotiating to buy. He said
a second fence isn’t needed and
that the old fence was taken
down because of its age and con-
dition.

Lemmons also disputed
neighborhood and city staff con-
cerns that the lack of a fence and
directional pavement markings
or signage caused a hazard.  He
told the City Council that alley
access is a “Constitutional right”
and that it violates the compa-
ny’s rights to equal protection
under the law.

“This is not a typical resi-
dential alley,” Lemmons said. He
said it should be compared to
shared commercial-residential
alleys in the Grand Avenue and

Ford Parkway areas.
Maglich emphasized MGM’s

long history in the community
and the fact that it is a good cor-
porate citizen in making the ap-
peal. He said the store owners
have worked very closely with
the community over the years.

But neighbors and District
10 (Como) Planning Council
said the issue is one of safety.
Seven letters in opposition to the
appeal were submitted to the
City Council.

Dwight Nelson, a 30-year
resident of California Avenue
and a block club leader, said the
safety of all of the homeowners
on the street needs to be consid-
ered. Safety is also an issue for
residents of Dunlap, Iowa, Idaho
and Hoyt.

“We have had many near-
misses” when people try to pull
out of their garages or rear park-
ing spaces, said Nelson.

Dunlap resident Nathan
Volz also asked that the appeal

be denied. “There have been nu-
merous close calls,” in the alley
and on existing streets.  The
neighborhood not only deals
with alley traffic, it also sees
more cut-through traffic from
people trying to avoid the Lex-
ington-Larpenteur traffic signal.

A study by Public Works

shows that the alley is carrying
three times as much traffic as is
on California Avenue, Volz said.
“This is just a dangerous situa-
tion.”

District 10 understands the
need for commercial business
access, said Chris Martineau,
chair of the council’s Land Use
Committee. But the council is al-
so concerned about safety and
wants to see the fence replaced.

The fence was erected years
before a 1994 city requirement
that restrict access from commer-
cial properties on shared com-
mercial-residential alleys, ac-
cording to city staff. Alley access
in such situations is prohibited
unless the property owner can
demonstrate that a site plan
meets traffic safety conditions.

The fence was removed in
late 2007 without city permis-
sion, and since then there has
been unrestricted access to the
alley. Neighbors contend that
creates an unsafe situation, as
they are unable to get in and out
of their garages safely. Vehicles
entering and exiting the liquor
store parking lot drive at high
rates of speed. Some throw litter
in the alley.

After the fence was taken
down city officials ordered that
the fence go back up, leading to
a legal tussle that went through
district court and the Court of
Appeals. The district court ruling
was that the fence could come
down because there is screening
of the property on the south or
residential side of the alley that
MGM has provided.

The district court also ruled
that the city was trying to take
MGM’s property by denying al-
ley access.

The city appealed to the
Minnesota Court of Appeals.
That court indicated that MGM
should have followed city
process to obtain alley access
and that the city didn’t interfere
with MGM’s property rights.
That ruling also indicated that
MGM hadn’t satisfied the prop-
erty screening requirements.

MGM did submit a new site
plan to city officials,  which
shows no fence or barrier along
the alley. City staff recommend-
ed denial of that site plan for a
number of reasons, including
safety and visual screening.
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We’ll make your payments

WE BUY CANS - 50¢ PER POUND
(Price subject to change)

• We also buy copper, brass and
insulated wire.

• Pick up service for scrapmetal, and
more!

• We can help organize your can drive for
your church or school.

875 Prior Ave.
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City Council affirms 
decision to force MGM
to replace alley fence

MGM Liquors must follow its approved site plan and replace a fence along
the Larpenteur-California Avenues alley, the St. Paul City Council decided
Dec. 2.

Next deadline: January 4



By JANE MCCLURE
The latest step in trying to

save the old Victoria Theater has
been taken at St. Paul City Hall.
Whether that is enough to stave off
building demolition remains un-
clear. But a proposal to tear the
down the building and convert its
space into a parking lot has been
shelved.

Supporters of the effort to
save the theater are hosting a con-
cert 6-9 p.m. Friday, Dec. 11 at the
Paul and Sheila Wellstone Cen-
ter/Neighborhood House, 179 E.
Robie St. Cost is $15.

Area residents and business
owners gathered Nov. 17 to call for
local historic designation of the
building at 825 University Av. Sup-
porters gathered at the nearby
Ngon Bistro to rally support for
saving the building. A letter outlin-
ing that request was then delivered
to the St. Paul Heritage Preserva-
tion Commission (HPC) for con-
sideration.

No timeline for HPC review
has been set. The HPC and the
Planning Commission review lo-
cal designation applications,
which also are reviewed and ap-
proved by the City Council.

The local designation is just
one step taken to try to save the
theater and do land use planning
for the area around it. A group met
Nov. 18 to discuss reuse of the
property and a longer-term vision
of University between Victoria and
Grotto. At that meeting it was an-
nounced that efforts by Model
Cities to buy the theater and tear it
down had been dropped. Model
Cities is a community develop-
ment agency that owns housing

and the Model Cities Brownstone
building just west of the theater
building.

If the theater receives local
historic designation it would join
more than two dozen other build-
ings with local historic status. One
area building with local status is
Thompson Hall at Marshall and
Fairview avenues, a historic social
hall for the deaf community.
While local historic designation
doesn’t carry the same weight as a
spot on the National Register of
Historic Places, it can be an aid
when preserving a structure is be-
ing discussed. Past efforts to get
the structure on the National Reg-
ister have fallen short.

The save the Victoria Theater
Project is behind the drive for local
historic designation. District 7
Planning Council Director Tait
Danielson-Castillo said the desig-
nation is needed to help protect
the building. “We’ve heard an
amazing amount of support for
preserving this structure and
reusing it in some way,” said
Danielson-Castillo.

Danielson-Castillo said dis-
cussion of the Victoria Theater has
led to discussion of how other va-
cant buildings along University Av-
enue should be reused. “With light
rail coming, we need to look more
closely at which structures can and
should be saved and reused, in
ways that benefit the community.”

The push to save the theater
has energized the community,
Danielson-Castillo said. Discus-
sion began when the New Victoria
Theater Project, a group wanting to
turn the property into perform-
ance space, asked the district coun-

cil for support for a Neighborhood
Sales Tax Revitalization (STAR)
grant earlier this year. That effort
fell short, although the members
of that group are still seeking fund-
ing to buy and redevelop the prop-
erty.

Danielson-Castillo said that
no matter who ultimately buys the
property, community members
want to see it saved. “This has gen-

erated a lot of energy and excite-
ment in the community,” he said.

The project members are hop-
ing that additional research on the
old theater will lead to local desig-
nation. Much of the research on
the property has been done by
area resident Kurt Gegenhuber. Al-
though his research has focused
more on the building’s musical
history and an obscure recording

made in 1927, Gegenhuber has
uncovered much of the building’s
past. His plan is to write a book
about the building.

The Victoria Theater was a
silent movie house that opened in
1915. Historic surveys of the city
note that the building was de-
signed by noted architect Franklin
Ellerbe. He founded the longtime
Twin Cities architectural firm that
is Ellerbe Becket. The building still
has many of its exterior details, in-
cluding a terra cotta front. It also
still has murals on its second floor.

The building’s days as a movie
theater lasted for only five years. It
was then converted into the Victo-
ria Café, a dance hall which had its
own orchestra. Gegenhuber’s inter-
est in the building was piqued by a
recording, Moonshiner’s Dance,
which is included on the Antholo-
gy of American Folk Music album.
The anthology was released in the
1950s and is credited as musical
influence on artists including the
Grateful Dead and Bob Dylan.

Newspaper articles indicate
that the Victoria Café was a
speakeasy, where patrons could
enjoy liquor during the nation’s
Prohibition era. It was the site of at
least two raids by federal agents
trying to stop the flow of alcohol
there. The St. Paul Dispatch report-
ed in 1927 that the Victoria Café
was one of several establishment
targeted for selling “set-ups” –
non-alcoholic beverages patrons
would add their own alcohol to.

The Victoria Café closed in the
1930s. The building housed a
lighting store for many years after
that but has been vacant for about
a decade.
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Greetings To All
Peace and joy, health and happiness...
May all things that embrace the spirit
of the season, be yours to experience!

Thank-You for your continued support!

Janice Rettman
Ramsey County Commissioner, District 3

Prepared and paid for by the Rettman Volunteer Committee, Ramsey County
Commissioner, P.O. Box 17063 Rice Street Station, Saint Paul, MN 55117,

Joyce Haselmann, Treasurer

City Hall takes steps to save old Victoria Theater

ADVERTISE!

Area residents and business owners gathered Nov. 17 to call for local his-
toric designation of the building at 825 University Av. Supporters gathered
at the nearby Ngon Bistro to rally support for saving the probuilding.



By JAN WILLMS
The romance for Bob and

Josiane Reinhardt began over 50
years ago in Paris, France, and it
continues today in the Hamline-
Midway area.

The couple met in 1957
when Bob, a journalist from
Philadelphia, was on a junket to
Paris.  By 1958, Josiane had
joined him in the States. They
married and raised three sons.
After a long and distinguished
career in journalism, he and
Josiane purchased the Wausa
Gazette, a weekly newspaper in
Nebraska. When Bob, 83, had his
first stroke in 2000, they sold the
paper and moved to Yankton,
SD, a town of about 14,000 that
has a large hospital, rehab center
and clinic. A second stroke in
2006 and a fall that broke his leg
in 2008 put Bob in a nursing
home for convalescence. But the
recovery period became extend-
ed, and Josiane, 73, brought him
home in December 2008.

The Reinhardts’ decision to
bring Bob home from the nurs-
ing home is not unusual. Accord-
ing to a recent New York Times
article, a growing number of
states are reaching out to people
who have been in nursing homes
for over six months, aiming to
disprove the notion that once
people have settled into a nurs-
ing home, they will be there for-
ever. 

“Nursing homes can be very
fine for a person who can walk
or express himself, or for those
who do not know what is going
on,” Josiane Reinhardt said. “For
someone like Bob, whose brain
is fine but he can’t walk or com-
municate, it’s very hard. 

The Reinhardts decided to
move to the Twin Cities, where
their son Philip and his family
reside. Their other sons are in
Alaska and California. 

Reinhardt got in touch with

Monica Gallagher, service and
volunteer director for Hamline
Midway Elders, one of 14 Block
Nurse Programs in St. Paul that
offers volunteer and professional
assistance to enable elders to re-
main in their homes.  Although
budget cuts have caused agencies
like the Wilder Foundation to
end its home health services for
the elderly, the Metro area offers
a strong support system.

Gallagher referred the couple
to HealthEast, which has provid-
ed a physical therapist, social
worker and bath giver. 

“Bob has been improving,”
Reinhardt said. “He has been

able to cut down on medication.
He is taking Ritalin to stimulate
him, and I have noticed a differ-
ence.”

Even with assistance, the
days are full for Josiane. She
helps Bob do exercises in bed
and gets him up about 7 a.m.
She feeds him breakfast at 9 and
gives him his meds. At 11, she
gives him his Parkinson medica-
tions. At 12:30 she fixes him
lunch and gives him medication.
She starts giving him his dinner
at 5, and at 7 p.m. gives him his
last Parkinson’s medication.
Shortly after that, she gets him
ready for bed.

She relies heavily on a lift
that enables her to move Bob as
needed. 

“Without it, I couldn’t do
this,” she said. By the end of the
day, Reinhardt said she has little
energy left. “I’m exhausted, but
it’s a good kind of exhaustion,”
she said. 

Gallagher said it is not often
that people can leave a nursing
home and return to their private
residence, but it happens. 

“It takes a perfect storm of
willingness and desire,” she said.
Hamline Midway Elders lets
clients know what assistance is
available if they do want to re-

main in their own homes.  
“We provide resources and

connections to resources,” she
said. 

Although the Wilder Foun-
dation’s budget cuts have ended
its provision of visiting nurses
and home aides, Gallagher said
the block nurse programs have
recently issued an RFP for new
providers. 

“We are confident that we
will find another home care ven-
dor that will allow us to continue
our work,” she said. 

Gallagher said she has seen
more interest in home care and
more recognition of it. AARP has
gathered figures for 2007, show-
ing the difference in assisted liv-
ing and residential care nation-
wide. For Minnesota, assisted liv-
ing costs $30,876 per year. Nurs-
ing home care for a private room
averages $84,315.

“It is an interesting time for
programs like ours because in this
economy people are eager to save
money or cut programs and the
case can be made for long-term
staying at home,” Gallagher said.

Gaylen Mills, an RN and care
manager for Midway Clinic,
1650 University Ave., a part of
HealthEast Care Systems, has
been a part of the process that al-
lows Bob Reinhardt and others
like him to remain in their
homes. She assisted them in get-
ting Medicare-skilled services
that are available to homebound
residents.

“Care management is a fairly
new area of nursing,” Mills said.
“We have seven care managers at
HealthEast and cover most of the
Health East clinics.”

“There are a few diagnoses
we care managers look out for,”
she said. “Dementia, congestive
heart failure, coronary artery dis-
ease, diabetes or COPD.”

CONTINUED ON PAGE 9
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The Season’s Best To You!

Midway couple navigates home care
despite recent agency cutbacks

The romance for Bob and Josiane Reinhardt began over 50 years ago in Paris, France, and it continues today in the
Hamline-Midway area. When Bob, 83, had his first stroke in 2000, they moved to Yankton, SD, a town of about
14,000 that has a large hospital, rehab center and clinic. A second stroke in 2006 and a fall that broke his leg in
2008 put Bob in a nursing home for convalescence. But the recovery period became extended, and Josiane, 73,
brought him home in December 2008. The Reinhardts work with agencies such as the Hamline Midway Elders
Program, one of 14 Block Nurse Programs in St. Paul that offers volunteer and professional assistance to enable eld-
ers to remain in their homes.  (Photo by Liberty Willms)



Home care
Continued from page 8

She said Midway is an inter-
nal medicine clinic and its doc-
tors deal with chronic long-term
illness having to do with aging.

“As care managers, our work
is kind of like an air controller,”
Mills said. “We see where pa-
tients are in the continuum of
health care. I can see what’s go-
ing on with a patient in the com-
munity, in the hospital or in a
nursing home. I can then coordi-
nate home care services.”

“We often refer to Eldercare
Partners, who provide caregiver
coaching,” she said. “If someone
needs to find alternative living,
assisted living, senior housing or
a nursing home, I enlist the help
of Toby Mullenger, a family advi-
sor for A Place for Mom.” She

said Mullenger is wonderful at
locating the right living situation.

With new cultures develop-
ing in the area, Mills said there is
a whole department at Health-

East for interpreting services. 
“There are all kinds of sup-

port groups and resources for
caregivers,” Mills added. “Part of
a care manager’s job is being a

detective and investigating possi-
ble resources. We always start by
calling the family and seeing what
they perceive they need. Every
family is different.”

Kristin O’Connor of Eldercare
Partners understands those differ-
ences in helping to provide sup-
port for the caregiver. Eldercare
Partners is a collaborative of four
organizations: DARTS in Dakota
County; Amherst Wilder Associa-
tion in Ramsey County; Human
Services Inc.  in Washington
County and Senior Community
Services in Hennepin County.

“We are most known for
caregiver support services,” O’-
Connor said. “Caregivers experi-
ence physical, emotional and fi-
nancial stress.”

She said that the caregiver
coaches work with family mem-
bers to establish goals, follow-
ing a model using life coaching

techniques. 
“We really work with the

family member, doing a formal
assessment with the caregiver,”
O’Connor said. “Do they need
meals on wheels? A respite situa-
tion a few hours a week? Adult
daycare, or community trans-
portation?”

O’Connor said relieving the
stress for the caregiver allows
them to provide care for a longer
period of time.

Offering non-medical home
care to families is Right at Home,
an organization that focuses on
housework, laundry, vacuuming,
medication reminders or trans-
portation. Lisa Harmon opened
her agency, one of four in the
Twin Cities, in July of this year. 

“We have served a 92-year-
old man whose son lived in an-
other state and needed some
help,” Harmon said. “Another
woman needed rides to radiation
therapy.”

“We help with the chores of
life that can get a little more
challenging as we get older,” Har-
mon said. 

For Josiane and Bob Rein-
hardt, and others like them, Min-
nesota’s multitude of services has
made a world of difference. Bob
can listen to classical music,
watch an occasional DVD and
play with his cat, Millie, all in the
comfort of his own home. 

“I am grateful I have good
health and can take care of Bob,”
Reinhardt said. “But it’s a team
effort, really. We have been
blessed with really good people.”
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You are invited . . .
Maternity of Mary - St. Andrew School

Gymnasium Grand Opening / Dedication

and All Class Reunion / Open House

January 3, 2010

following 10:30 Mass

Maternity of Mary Church

Take a tour down memory lane and help us dedicate
the 1st gymnasium in our school’s history.

All are Welcome!

Call the MMSA School Office at 651.489.1459, for more details.

MMSA School is accepting students in Pre/K to Grade 8 for the

2010 - 2011 School Year. Join us for our Pre/K Information Night

Thursday, January 21 at 6:00 p.m. to learn more about 

MMSA’s academic, spiritual, and enrichment programming.

www.mmsaschool.org   •   651.489.1459   •   592 West Arlington, St. Paul

MATERNITY of MARY, ST. ANDREW,
AND MMSA CATHOLIC SCHOOL ALUMNI

Community Resources for 
Home Health Care

Brightstar Healthcare ....................866-592-3320 • 651-429-1306
HealthEast Care System ............651-232-1573
Hamline Midway Elders..............651-209-6542
Eldercare Partners ......................651-234-2262
Senior LinkAge Line....................1-800-333-2433
Right at Home ............................651-429-1306Josiane Reinhardt relies heavily on a lift that enables her to move Bob as needed. (Photo by Liberty Willms)

“As care managers, our work is
kind of like an air controller. We see
where patients are in the continuum

of health care.”
- Gaylen Mills, an RN and care manager 

for Midway Clinic
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HM Elders offers pro-
gram on low vision
Maintaining Independence with
Low Vision,” will be the topic at
a luncheon for seniors on Janu-
ary 12 beginning at 11:30 at 1415
Englewood Avenue (lower level,
Hamline Methodist Church).  If
you’re an elder and your vision
prevents you from performing a
certain task, don’t assume it can’t
be done. Decreased vision does
not have to lead to the loss of in-
dependence. A representative
from the Vision Loss Resources
will explain how simple changes
in the home, using low vision
aids and proper organization can
allow you to live independently.
A free will donation is asked for
the meal. Call the office of Ham-
line Midway Elders 651-209-
6542 to make reservations, re-
quest free transportation for the
1/12 event, grocery shopping or
medical appointments.  
Anyone interested in joining a
small group that will make use-
able things out of common items
found around the house is asked
to call the office of Hamline
Midway Elders, 651-209-6542 to
learn more.   

December activities at
Rice St. Library
The Rice Street Branch Library
has many fun and exciting pro-
grams planned for December.
Please stop in and join us!

Family story times will be of-
fered on Tuesday and Friday
mornings from 10:30-11 a.m.
and Tuesday and Thursday
evenings from 7:00-7:30 p.m.
Join Rice Street’s storytelling ex-
perts for stories, finger plays,
rhymes, and songs. All ages wel-
come.

The Collector’s Corner
Neighborhood Trading Post will
be open Wednesdays from 4:00-
7:00 p.m. and Saturdays from 1-
4 p.m. Bring a tradable natural
object to the library and volun-
teers from the Science Museum
of Minnesota will help you learn
more about it

Teen Time will be offered
Wednesdays from 3:30-5
p.m. Join us for a rotating roster
of activities each Wednesday!
Video games, board games, &
crafts are just a few of the activi-
ties teens can do. 

The Runescape Club will
meet on Thursdays from 3:30-5
p.m. Each week it’s nothin’ but
Runescape. Bring your friends!

Free Family Friendly Movie
Matinees will be shown Satur-
days at 2 p.m. Please stop in or
call the library at 651-558-2223
to learn which movie will be
shown each week.

Free Foreclosure Counseling
will be offered by the Saint
Paul Department of Planning
and Economic Development on
Wednesdays from 12:30-5:30

p.m. No appointment is neces-
sary.

The STARS Homework Help
Center is a quiet place for stu-
dents of all ages to work on
schoolwork.  If you need help
with homework or would like to
be a Homework Helper, please
visit STARS Monday through
Thursday from 3-7 p.m.

The Rice Street Library is
located at 1011 Rice Street
between Lawson and Hatch.
Hours are Monday, Wednesday,
Thursday, 12:30-9 p.m.; Tuesday
10 a.m.-9 p.m.; and Friday and
Saturday, 10 a.m.-5:30 p.m.  The
library will be closed December
24, 25, and January 1. Hours on
December 31 will be 10 a.m.-5:30
p.m.

Jehovah Lutheran 
adopts theme
In November members of
Jehovah Lutheran Church took
the path of helping the hungry at
home and abroad as they fol-
lowed their theme: “Jesus   the Joy
in Our Journey.” Love gifts of
food and dollars have “jour-
neyed” to local Keystone food
shelves and overseas to families
needing a helping hand out of
poverty through Heifer, Int’l. In
December members have adopt-
ed several homeless youth in the
neighborhood with Christmas
gifting and are sending gifts for
elderly residents of Lyngblomsten
Care Center. The journey together
continues and all are invited to
worship and serve on that road
with Jesus. 

Christmas Craft Party
December 13
Kids in the Frogtown area from
Pre-school through 8th grade are
invited to join us for a neighbor-
hood Children’s Christmas Craft
Party from 2-4 p.m. on December
13 at St Stephanus Lutheran
Church on the corner of Lafond
and Grotto. There will be enter-
tainment, a puppet show, and
you can make presents for your
parents, decorate cookies, and
make other Christmas crafts.

Concert at Celtic Junction
December 12
John C. Van Orman and Sherry
Minnick will be appearing in
concert at the Celtic Junction on
Saturday, December 12th at
7pm. John will be releasing a
recording he and Sherry made in
1988, when he enjoyed much
popularity in the Twin Cites as a
songwriter and performer of tra-
ditional music. John currently
lives in Arkansas, where he was
the Music Director of the Ozark
Folk Center for six years.

Sherry has been performing
here since 1974, and was a final-

ist for a McKnight Fellowship in
Performing Arts in 2007. They
will perform separately and
together, a cappella and accom-
panied by guitar, concertina,
hurdy-gurdy, and oud. Todd
Menton of Boiled in Lead will
appear as a guest. The Celtic
Junction is located in St. Paul at
836 Prior Avenue, north of
University Avenue. The cost is
$15.00 at the door. For further
information, contact Sherry
Minnick at 651-644-8682.

Join us for Christmas Eve
Thursday December 24th at 6
p.m. we are Gathering for Food,
Karaoke and Surprise Gifts
(Dress Casual).

All are Welcome. Knox
Church at 1536 West Minnehaha
Avenue (Minnehaha & Asbury).

For more information please
call us at 651-645-6488 or e-mail:
knoxpres@comcast.net 

Jehovah Lutheran 
selects new classes
The “Four Looks at Luke” Adult
Bible Class runs through Advent
at Jehovah Lutheran Church, cor-
ner of Thomas and Snelling. The
class meets Sunday mornings at
9 a.m. in the lounge. The study
whets the appetite for the up-
coming year’s lectionary readings
from the gospel of Luke and is
for adults of all ages. DVD lec-
tures by Dr. Luke Timothy John-

son introduce three lessons, and
Dr. Maynard Dorow facilitates
the ensuing discussion. On Dec.
6 Dr. Victor Gebauer leads a spe-
cial look at the Lucan gospels
read in Advent and how they pre-
pare for Christ’s coming.

“Jesus’ ‘I Am’ Words” begins
January 10. The “I am…” state-
ments from the gospel of John
will be explored in depth under
the leadership of Dr. David
Lumpp, head of the religion
department of Concordia
University in the Midway. All are
welcome. Each gathering of this
small group study begins with
coffee fellowship and prayer fol-
lowed by interactive study.
Questions: 651-644-1421.

Community holds benefit
for local cabbie
Hamline-Midway resident Pat
Burkman was shot in front of his
house, coming home from his
shift as a cabbie last week. Burk-
man has been a cab driver for 30
years. His family and friends are
hosting a fundraiser to help him
out.

Please come out to show
your support. The Fundraiser will
be at Ideal Hall, Sunday, Decem-
ber 13, 4-8 p.m., 1494 North
Dale Street.

There will be a Silent Auc-
tion along with food and drink
served.

Also we want to help Crime
Stoppers with a reward fund. We
are encouraging as many people

that care about this issue to step
up! If you are interested in help-
ing Crime Stoppers with a reward
fund please contact the Saint Paul
Police at 651-291-1111.

Reading Series December
17 at Library
Neighborhood Voices Readings
Series with Carolyn Holbrook
and Pauline Danforth, Thursday,
December 17, 7-8 pm at the
Hamline Midway Public Library,
1558 Minnehaha Avenue West.

Writers Carolyn Holbrook
and Pauline Danforth will read
at the last of the 2009 Neighbor-
hood Voices Readings at the li-
brary. The series is sponsored by
the Hamline Midway Library As-
sociation and features musicians
and writers with a connection to
the Hamline Midway communi-
ty.

Carolyn Holbrook’s writing
has appeared in Black Renais-
sance/ Renaissance Noire, The
Black Body, and White Teach-
ers/Diverse Classrooms. A long-
time arts advocate, she is the
founder of SASE: The Write
Place, an innovative community-
based literary arts organization.
Pauline Danforth, an essay
writer, has been published in Yel-
low Medicine Review.

The event is free and open to
the public, and refreshments will
be served. For further informa-
tion, contact the library at 651-
642-0293.

By ELIZABETH MCLISTER
When Debora Drower

moved to the Midway area over
a decade ago she was eager to
connect with members of her
new community. Drower, a pho-
tographer and ice cream vendor
by trade, viewed Saint Paul’s
Hour Dollars service exchange
program as a valuable social net-
working tool.

“I think neighbors are be-
coming disconnected today.
Sometimes you forget to talk to
people down the street, or you
just never see them. With Hour
Dollars you have a new way to
meet people.” The personal and
professional relationships Drow-
er has forged through the pro-
gram have ensured her contin-
ued membership.

Hour Dollars functions un-
der the national organization
Time Banks but it is essentially a
locally run operation. The grass-
roots effort was pioneered over a
decade ago by East Side resi-
dents Sue Stapleton and Beth
Mueller. Since then its reach has
broadened to encompass all of
greater Saint Paul, and its mem-
bership has multiplied from two
to 150 people. Participants

“earn” hours by supplying serv-
ices to fellow users. This unique
currency is entered into an on-
line log, at which point it can be
withdrawn for use on an array of
other member offerings. 

Hour Dollars is currently
embraced by about 40 other
members across the Midway. Lo-
cal member Kristine Vesley is
optimistic about potential pro-
gram expansion within the area.

She observes, “The Midway is
definitely more centrally located
for more people in the metro
area, and I am betting we will
grow as a proportion of HD
membership.” 

Because Hour Dollars is
committed to both intra- and in-
ter-community networking, it
does not have regional chapters 

CONTINUED ON PAGE 12

Hour Dollars in the Midway: 

A network within a network

Richard Pecar, 66, has wanted to learn to play the piano since he was a
child. He is now getting his chance with Hour Dollar teacher Dean John-
son. (Photo by Bailey Oden)



On June 3rd, 2010 Como Zoo will
proudly unveil “Polar Bear
Odyssey”. The new World Class
Exhibit features 13,140 square
foot of outdoor polar bear living
space, and a 3,260 square foot
state-of-the-art holding building
with large indoor bedrooms, a
cub den, daylight and pools. 

Polar Bear Odyssey was de-
signed with polar bears and the
public in mind. Visitors will de-
light in up-close and per sonal
views of the worlds largest land
predator. Visitors will be able to
observe the polar bears inside the
1,270 square foot Outpost - a cli-
mate-controlled building that pro-
vides both underwater views and
expansive views of the entire habi-
tat. Outside, visitors will have un-
obstructed views that bring the
bears as close as twenty feet.

The new exhibit will emulate
a Hudson Bay ecosystem com-
plete with a river-washed stream,
rocky cliffs and evergreen vegeta-
tion.  Three salt water pools of var-
ious depths will provide the bears
with options that mirror their na-
tive Tundra habitat. A unique fea-
ture of the Polar Bear Odyssey
structure is the two separate habi-
tat areas that can be joined togeth-
er by a corridor. This allows Como
Zoo to separate the two habitats
when housing a family group, as
the male bear must be isolated
from the female and cubs. All
land space in the habitat will be
covered with soil, vegetation and
gravel so the bears have a soft, tac-
tile, natural surface under their
paws. Other features include a 260
square foot digging pit filled with
bark chips, gravel and sand and
two designated stations for the
public to watch operant animal
training sessions between
zookeepers and polar bears. 

The project was designed us-
ing the most stringent require-
ments available for polar bears to
insure it contains the features
needed to provide the highest
stan dards of quality care for this
threatened species. Polar Bear
Odyssey places the bears in a nat-
ural landscape immersive environ-
ment. The habitat provides a mul-
titude of opportunities for the
bears to exhibit natural behaviors
such as digging, swimming, forag -
ing and hunting. 

The new $15.35 million dol-
lar exhibit meets or exceeds the
most recent versions of the USDA
Marine Mammals Act, As sociation
of Zoos and Aquariums Polar Bear
Standards and the Canadian Polar
Bear Protection Act. These three

standards provide detailed re-
quirements for all elements of the
care and management of polar
bears, including square feet of
habitat space per bear, height of

habitat barriers, opportunities for
bears to display natural behaviors,
type of water, filtration systems,
size of hold ing space, and more.
Como Zoo elected to pursue the

most stringent standards available
for polar bear care to insure a high
quality of life for the bears, to in-
crease the probability of receiving
a wild bear from Canada, and to

guarantee the habitat could house
a family group with cubs. Polar
Bear Odyssey also received a ma-
jor endorsement from Polar Bears
International (PBI). PBI is a non-
profit organization whose mission
of conservation through research
and education has caused it to
emerge as the key resource center
world-wide for polar bears. This
internationally-recognized expert
on polar bears endorsed Polar
Bear Odyssey as an exceptional
design for a polar bear habitat and
believes it will serve as a model for
other zoos in North America.

Also new is the 650 square
foot Lodge which can provide a
great get-away for business meet-
ings, education classes and private
receptions. The Lodge has floor to
ceiling windows looking out into
Polar Bear Odyssey. Attached to
the Lodge will be beautiful new
restroom facilities. 

Como Zoo has managed po-
lar bears as a part of its animal
collection for over forty years.
Since the beginning, the polar
bears have been one of the pub-
lic’s most beloved animals.
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Hours: Mon.-Fri. 8am-9pm, Sat. 9am-7pm, Sun. 9am-5pm

If you have Medicare Part D Prescription Drug coverage questions,
call for an appointment with one of our specialists

1685 RICE ST., ROSEVILLE • 651-488-0251

Happy Holidays from the Staff
at Setzer Pharmacy

PRE CHRISTMAS SALE
25%to 40%OFF

Selected Gift Items
For the whole family

ON NOW! ON NOW!

LARGE SELECTION OF:
• Bath Aids • Aids for Daily Living • Walking Aids 

• Incontinence Supplies • Hospital Bed and Wheelchair Rentals

Stamps Available • FREE Blood Pressure Check • Glucose Monitoring

Prices good thru 12/21/2009

20% OFF ALL
SPECIAL PRICES!

(In Store)
• 4-Wheel Walkers with Seat
• Wheelchairs
• Scooters
• Power Chairs
• Canes
• Crutches and more!

3 Position 
Lift Chair

Check out our 
BLOWOUT PRICES!

Polar Bear Odyssey to open June 3, 2010

Visitors will be able to observe the
polar bears inside the 1,270 square
foot Outpost - a climate-controlled
building that provides both under-
water views and expansive views of
the entire habitat.

On June 3rd, 2010 Como Zoo will proudly unveil “Polar Bear Odyssey”. The new World Class Exhibit features
13,140 square feet of outdoor polar bear living space.

Christmas
on the

North End



Hour
Dollars
Continued from page 10
per say. However, neighborhoods
like Midway, Como, North End,
and Merriam Park can use the
citywide infrastructure to enrich
relations within their own dis-
tricts. Reports Midway member
Alexandra White, “You come to
find out that this person you are
talking to lives practically down
the street from you. I think
[Hour Dollars] helps to make a
tighter knit community.” 

Hour Dollars’ scale may
have changed over the years but
its democratic vision has not.
The program grants equal value
to all member contributions, re-
gardless of their nature. 

By this model Drower can
earn an hour photographing
White, who may have obtained
her hour working in Vesley’s
home. Vesley may in turn have
received her hour in service to
Drower. In this way, financial sta-
tus, age, and other factors pre-
sumably fall to the wayside when
participants do business.

The crux of the Hour Dollars
philosophy is a belief that neigh-
bors will readily cooperate with
one another if given the chance.
This egalitarian model sounds
ideal in theory but is it viable in
practice? Does the electrician feel
shortchanged because she values
her own labor above the garden-
er’s? 

In fact, most members ac-
cept the program’s equal oppor-
tunity philosophy at face value.
Local user Paul Bush asserts,
“Hour Dollars is a truly egalitari-
an way of doing business. Be-
cause money is kept out of the
picture it’s fairer and friendlier.”
He continues, “I think we’re go-
ing to be shifting more toward
local economies as time goes by.”

Fellow Midway member
Judy Gibson echoes this senti-
ment. “I think people are going
to be using Hour Dollars more
and more now that we have
more time than money.” Indeed,
one of the infrastructure’s biggest

“selling points”, especially in
these uncertain economic times,
is its potential to increase user
spending power. 

Monitor readers can join
Hour Dollars when they attend
regularly held orientations. Dur-
ing these gatherings board mem-
bers address questions, distribute
literature, and encourage new-
comers to share their unique
skills. Prospective members are
encouraged to pay a fee of $12,
given three complementary
hours, and welcomed into the
network.

Midway members report
having learned about the pro-
gram through flyers, notices in
the Hamline Midway newsletter,
and meetings at Newell Park and
Hamline Park. That said, locals
agree that the best modes of net-

working and recruiting are those
made accessible to Saint Paul at
large. The organization is kept
afloat through orientations, a
well-maintained website, the oc-
casional social function, and old-
fashioned word of mouth.

Midway Hour Dollars mem-
bers attest to a range of practical
and values-driven benefits result-
ing from their participation in
the program. But among Hour
Dollars’ most sustaining features
is its potential to forge mutually
beneficial relationships within
individual neighborhoods and
throughout Saint Paul.  

To learn more about the
Hour Dollars mission and up-
coming events, visit hourdol-
lars.org or send inquiries to P.O.
Box 600126, Saint Paul, MN
55106.

Hour Dollars instructor Dean Johnson, 39, gives a piano lesson to Richard
Pecar. Johnson began classical piano studies at 6, claiming top prize at in-
ternational competition by age 17. For 7 years he has mentored and direct-
ed the PYPs (Pursuing Your Passion), a vocal ensemble consisting primarily
of retired music lovers coming late to music. (Photo by Bailey Oden)
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Central Baptist Church
420 Roy Street N., St. Paul

651-646-2751
www.centralbaptistchurch.com
Dr. Ronald Saari, Senior Pastor

SUNDAYS AT CENTRAL
9:15 a.m. Sunday School

10:30 a.m. Worship Service
DECEMBER 20TH 

Worship Choir Christmas Selections
WEDNESDAY NIGHT ACTIVITIES

December 2, 9 and 16. NO programs December 23 & 30
5:30-8:00 p.m. Children, Youth and Adults

Christmas Eve Service - 11:00 p.m.
New Year’s Eve - 6:00 - 9:00 p.m.

Old Fashioned Potluck, Games, & Praise Service
Call the Church Office for Reservations

See Website for details

www.MonitorSaintPaul.com

Central
Corridor
Continued from page 4

He was especially critical of
spending sale tax funds, saying
the city should not use those
funds for “whatever shiny object
is in front of us next.” But Hel-
gen’s efforts to amend the financ-
ing plan and protect Neighbor-
hood STAR and other dollars
failed. Stark said he sees “no bet-
ter way to spend economic devel-
opment dollars than in making
private investment more attrac-
tive along Central Corridor.

The $22.3 million was an es-
timate and could be reduced,
said Nancy Homans, policy di-
rector for Coleman. City and
Metropolitan Council officials
continue to negotiate on which
aspects of the project should be
paid for out of federal, state and
county funds, and which should
be St. Paul’s share. One sticking
point is the overhead poles that
will carry the light rail line’s elec-
trical service. Project staff wants

basic poles; city officials want
poles that are painted and more
attractive.

“We’re still developing an
agreement with Met Council, to
determine what are and are not
eligible expenses,” said Homans.

“This is a work in progress,”
said City Engineer John Maczko.
He said the streetscape costs
could be reduced as the city and
Central Corridor project staff
work on which cost the project
should cover and which costs are
the city’s responsibility.

The 11-mile rail line has a
cost of $941 million but none of
that goes beyond rail line and
street construction due to federal
regulations. That’s a frustration
for business leaders and residents
of neighborhoods along Central
Corridor, who had been prom-
ised streetscape improvements
for decades.

Plans had called for remov-
ing and replacing existing light
poles, but not providing anything
extra. Existing boulevard trees
would have been replaced under
the Metropolitan Council’s plans
but new trees wouldn’t be added.

The plan would cover the
costs of lantern-style street lights,

1,000 boulevard trees, benches,
colored concrete, crosswalk
pavers, planters, irrigation, storm
water diversion and other im-
provements. About $5.2 million
would be earmarked for one of
three infill stations, at Western
Avenue, Victoria Street or Ham-
line Avenue.

The greatest share of funds,
$12.7 million, would come from
scattered-site tax increment fi-
nancing (TIF) districts along the
east end of the proposed rail line.
Originally $15.2 million in TIF
would have been used. Another
$2.9 million would come from
assessments against benefiting
properties, down from a pro-
posed $3.9 million. The city
would bond for another $2 mil-
lion through its Long-Range Cap-
ital Improvement Budget (CIB)
and take $1.2 million in Neigh-
borhood Sales Tax revitalization
funds.

The plans also include
$750,000 in what the city de-
scribes only as “non-transit-relat-
ed improvements,” which would
be taken from city Housing and
Redevelopment Authority (HRA)
funds. That is not included in the
$18.8 million total.



Page 13www.MonitorSaintPaul.com • Monitor • December 2009

Call us

today at

651-641-1908

Fearful

Patients

Welcome!

• Preventive Care
• Fillings
• Root Canals

• Extractions
• Whitening
• Crown & Bridge

• Veneers
• Dentures

Visit us at:

www.AustinFamilyDental.com

Austin Family Dental
1360 Energy Park Drive, Suite 140

FREE Exam 
& X rays
New patients only

Providing Quality Care in a Gentle Environment

$50.00 OFF
Any Dental Service

New patients only

1 coupon per visit (Coupon good thru 1/31/10)

OR

deRuyter
Nelson

A St. Paul communications, 
design, and publishing 

company serving clients for
over 30 years.

1885 University Ave. W. Suite 110
St. Paul, MN 55104

ph 651.645.7045 

www.deruyternelson.com

In a minute
Continued from page 2

adopted in 2007. That plan iden-
tifies a number of sites for rede-
velopment and reuse.

Permit granted for
auto repair shop
A Larpenteur Avenue auto sales
business has obtained a condi-
tional use permit to allow auto
repair at the property. Axtman
Auto, 336 W. Larpenteur, was
granted the permit Nov. 20 by
the St. Paul Planning Commis-
sion.

The permit request has the
support of District 6 Planning
Council. No neighbors contacted
the Planning Commission or ap-
peared at the public hearing to
oppose the request.

Business owner Duane
Axtman has sold vehicles at the
site for 15 years. He wants to add
an auto repair component to his
business but needs a conditional
use permit to do so. So he could
service vehicles on-site for cus-
tomers and do warranty work.

What complicated the re-
quest were lease agreements for
land by the business. Axtman
leases some vacant land from
Ramsey County and uses it for
his business. City officials have
contended that the business en-
croaches on city parkland to the
south.

City licensing officials
pushed for a number of condi-
tions on the business, including
limiting the number of vehicles
for sale on the lot to 57. The
conditions approved by the Plan-
ning Commission call for not al-
lowing more than 57 vehicles on
the lot at any one time. Fourteen
customer parking spaces have to
be provided. Axtman must have
a current lease for the county-
owned property.

City staff wanted a condition
added that would have required
a fence to be built at the south
end of the property, to screen the
site from city-owned park land.
But the Planning Commission
questioned whether this condi-
tion was necessary and dropped
it.

Parks get boost 
from Council
Two area parks - one well-estab-
lished and the other largely on
the drawing board - got a boost
in November from the St. Paul
City Council.

Plans to convert a long-va-
cant area into a nature preserve
took a huge step ahead Nov. 18
as the City Council unanimously
adopted the Trout Brook Region-
al Trail Master Plan. The plan
covers part and trail space from
Lake McCarron all the way to the
Mississippi River, and includes
the proposed Trillium Nature

Sanctuary in the North End. The
natural area, which would be
used for trails, passive recreation
and outdoor classroom area, is
located west of Interstate 35E
and south of Maryland Avenue.

The plans have been many
years in the making, said Ward
Five Council Member Lee Hel-
gen. The plans have the support
of several community groups in-
cluding the Tri-Area Block Club
and District 6 Planning Council.

The plan also has the sup-
port of the St. Paul Parks and
Recreation Commission.

The Master Plan identifies
the entire Trout Brook Regional
Trail which will link Lake McCar-
rons County Park to the Lower
Phalen Creek Valley area, includ-
ing the Bruce Vento Nature Sanc-
tuary and terminate at the Mis-
sissippi River, within the City of
Saint Paul’s Lower Landing Park.
The 4.1 mile trail corridor will
provide connections of regional
significance between the Missis-
sippi River, Sam Morgan Region-
al Trail, Bruce Vento Regional
Trail, Gateway State Trail and
downtown St. Paul metro area
destinations to the north and
east.

The 2006 Ramsey County
Parks and Recreation System
Plan identifies the portion of the
Trout Brook Trail which has been
designated by the Metropolitan
Council as a regional trail. This
System Plan also identified a
search area to link the trail to the
existing Bruce Vento Regional
Trail in Saint Paul. Currently the
trail begins at McCarrons Lake,
within the City of Roseville near
St. Paul’s northern boundary.
The existing trail corridor con-
nects two major open space sites,
Lake McCarrons and Arling-
ton/Jackson Pond, along the his-
toric path of Trout Brook to
where it ends at the intersection
with the Gateway State Trail on
L’Orient Avenue.

The proposed corridor will
expand the existing trail south
from the Arlington Jackson Pond
site via railroad right-of-way
through the Trillium Nature
Sanctuary and then it will utilize
the proposed Gateway State Trail
expansion along the western
edge of 35E to Phalen Boulevard.
From here, the trail will follow
Phalen Boulevard east and curve
beneath Westminster Junction
bridge to minimize vehicular
and pedestrian conflict.

The trail will then proceed
along the western side of railroad
right-of-way and along proposed
Trout Brook Boulevard, a city of
St. Paul Department of Public
Works initiative to connect Uni-
versity Avenue to Warner Road.

On Nov. 4 the council re-
ceived more than $222,000 for
Como Park. The funds will cover
programmic costs and will be al-
located over a four-year period.
Money is provided through the
state’s Legacy amendment, which
provides funding for arts and
natural resources.

- Compiled by Jane McClure

The Midway Como Monitor is typically 
published the second Thursday-Friday of

each month. If you’re not receiving a timely
delivery call 651-645-7045
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GARY’S AUTOMOTIVE REPAIR

455 ATWATER ST. • ST. PAUL, MN 55117
651-776-9088 • 651-487-3659

MANAGER
GARY NIPPOLDT

ASST. MANAGER
GREG NIPPOLDT

• Tire Repair
• Tune-Ups
• Brakes
• Exhaust

• Oil Changes
• Air Conditioning
• Computer Diagnosis
• General Repair

*FALL FURNACE SALE*
Over 25 Years Experience

Furnace & Air Conditioners • Sheet Metal-Ductwork
Gravity System Ductwork Replacements

Licensed • Bonded • Insured

KEVIN’S
HEATING & COOLING INC.

“Residential Installation Expert”

651-270-0427         FREE ESTIMATES COLEMAN

Celtic
Junction
Continued from page 1

Dancers have fared “fantas-
tically well” in competitions,
said Cormac. “We have one kid
who was 19th in the world
championships this year. She
was a classic Riverdance baby
who watched the videos inces-
santly.” A recent trip to a region-
al competition netted the studio
two world qualifiers, ten solo
medals and a ceili team award.

Having begun his training
at four or five years old, the rig-
ors of Irish dance come natural-
ly to Cormac. He sees his
dancers developing metronomic
timing so they do more than
just dance.

“What I foster in these old-
er kids—that becomes its own
entertainment itself—is to
dance a cappella where the
sounds of the steps become the
music,” said Cormac.

Also talented in engineer-
ing,  Cormac laid down the
sprung floor with the help of a
legion of volunteers.  “These
were people who thought we
had something good going
here,” he said.  Parents of
dancers also donated much of
the comfortable lobby furniture.
Volunteers also helped disman-
tle a workshop, paint walls and
install mirrors.

Though the thriving dance
school is their greatest success,
Celtic Junction is striving to
reach out to the larger folk mu-
sic community. Pop Wagner,
Gary Rau and Laura McKenzie—
each well known performers for

decades in the Twin Cities—
have taken office space in the
building. And while McKenzie’s
music has a decidedly Celtic
flair, Wagner plays old-time and
sings cowboy songs. Rau is a
composer. Upstairs is the office
of the Center for Irish Music, a
collection of traditional Irish
and Scottish music teachers. Re-
cently Cormac added a record-
ing studio. The intent, said Na-
talie, isn’t just to record Irish
musicians but to make the space
available to musicians of many
styles who want to record in a
creative-friendly environment.

“We want this to be a hub
for touring bands and to sup-
port local talent,” said Natalie.
“We’d like this to be a place
where new work gets pro-
duced.”

Their calendar does include
many Irish artists. Most notably,
traditional Irish guitar legend
Daithi Sproule, of Altan fame,
will be hosting workshops on
Irish language as well  as a
course called “Introduction to
Irish Mythology and Legend.” A
ceil i  this month will  honor
Brenda Buckley, a local Irish
dance teacher who recently
passed on. But a January 30th
appearance by the renowned
Scottish band Malinky is just
one of many events that reach
beyond the Irish tradition.

The message they want the
local folk community to hear is
simple, said Natalie O’Shea.
“We are stronger together.”

Informat ion on Cel t ic
Junction and a documentary of
the making of it can be found 
at www.thecelticjunction.com
while  informat ion on the
dance  school  i s  a t
www.osheairishdance.com.

SERVICES • SERVICES

Dancers from O'Shea Irish Dance have fared extremely well in competi-
tions, according to its owners.

Park Square Theatre presents 'Jacob Marley's Christmas Carol'
One of the Twin Cities favorite ac-
tors, Jim Lichtscheidl, reprises his
role of Jacob Marley and brings the
old ghost to life with humor and
heartfelt emotion in Park Square
Theatre's "Jacob Marley's Christ-
mas Carol." A sort of flip side of a
classic Christmas tale, Marley's sto-
ry begins in the afterlife where his
business partner Scrooge once again
determines his future. Lichtscheidl
plays 18 characters in all. For more
information call 651-291-7005.



Monitor Want Ads are now $1 per
word with a $10 minimum. Send
your remittance along with your
ad to Monitor Classifieds, Iris Park
Place, 1885 University Avenue, Ste.
#110, St. Paul, MN 55104.
Classifieds must be prepaid via
cash, check, or credit card.
Classified ads can be e-mailed to
denisw@aplacetoremember.com.
Want ads must be in the Monitor
before January 4 for the January 14
issue. Call 651-645-7045 for more
information. Your classified ad will
also be automatically placed on
the Monitor’s website at
www.MonitorSaintPaul.com

ADOPTION
Loving family looking to grow
through adoption. Please contact
Emily at 480-227-1377 or grow-
ingclovers@gmail.com 

BATHROOMS
Bathroom/kitchens!! Basement
finishing. Bad water pressure?
Sinks, toilets and tub/surrounds,
etc. Ceramic tile. Basement bath-
rooms installed. Call 612-275-
9815. 12-09

Need a handyman?? Any job, big
or small plumbing? Remodeling?
Decks? Etc. Call “Dynamo” Dave
612-701-2272. Competitive
prices! 12-09

COMPANION CARE
Companion Care for Seniors.
Providing non-medical care to
help you stay in your home: com-
panionship, housekeeping, meal
prep, transportation to appts.,
etc. Mature, experienced, excel-
lent references. For more info:
h t t p : / s u s a n - h e l p i n g -
hands.blogspot.com or, call
Susan @651-488-1104. 12-09

HANDYMAN
Need a handyman?? One call
does it all. Any job, big or small.
Plumbing? Remodeling? Don’t
tell my wife, but keeping your
house in tip-top condition is
more important than my own!
Call “Dynamo” Dave 612-701-
2272. 12-09

FOR SALE
For Sale: Vintage 1900-1949
lights, house hardware, doors,
tubs, radiators, etc. Also furniture
hardware. 651-644-9270. 20% off
with ad. 12-09

HAULERS AND MOVERS
Will haul away and clean up
almost anything, or help you
move. Any day. 651-274-0263 or
651-373-6652. B-09

HOME SERVICES
Budget Blinds: Save 33% off your
entire order of Blinds, Shades,
Shutters and more! Free in-home
consultations, free installation, call
today! 651-765-4545.
www.budgetblinds.com 12-09

LANGUAGE LESSONS
Instruction in French, Spanish,
Italian, German, Wolof, Latin,
Classical Greek and others. 
Small groups. Reasonable rates.
Dr. Walter Blue 651-646-3355
/wblue@hamline.edu 12-09

SNOW SHOVELING
Residential snow shoveling from
$270/season. Call for free quote.
651-343-3944. 1-10

MONUMENTS
Monument/Marker sales—Care
for any cemetery needs—restora-
tion projects. Repair leaning
monuments. Best prices any-
where. Cemetery lettering. 15
years experience. W/ad 10% OFF
services/products. Ken, K&D
Maintenance. Personal care in
every project. 651-269-2191. 12-09

PAINTING
Interior/exterior painting, enam-
eling, plaster patching, free esti-
mates. Bob. 651-633-5565. 12-09

Painting – wallpaper removal.
Average 3 room paint job - $250.
Average house $650. Average
garage $250. Painter Jim 651-
698-0840. 2-10

PIANO TUNING
Registered piano technician with
the Piano Technician’s Guild.
Call Charles Fruhstuck at 651-
489-3181 or e-mail at
CharlesFruhstuck@mac.com. BB-

09

FOR RENT
2 bedroom upper duplex, North
End, wshr/dryer, on street park-
ing, water, sewer, trsh pd. $800+
gas and elec. Avail. Immed. 651-
462-8578. 12-09

CONTINUED ON PAGE 16
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Call Ed 651-224-3660 or Norm, 651-208-7294

HAR MAR LOCK & KEY
“We Solve Life’s Little Problems”

24 Hours A Day

651-636-8171
1551 W. LARPENTEUR AVE. ROSEVILLE, MN 55113

TOTAL HOME
IMPROVEMENTS
Your Complete Contractor • Lic. #20095403

✓ Additions/Basements ✓ Decks/Porches
✓ Bathrooms/Kitchens ✓ Renovations
✓ Doors/Windows ✓ Roofing/Siding

Pictures & refs available

651-777-3911

TSCHIDA BROS.
PLUMBING
• Remodeling &

Repairing
• Water Heaters
• Discount For Seniors

1036 FRONT AVE.,
LICENSED • BONDED

LIC. NO. 7212

651-488-2596

651-642-1838

S E R V I N G S T .  P A U L

FRANK’S HOME REPAIRS
Residential Projects / Repairs

Frank Durkin   •   651-276-7094

Carpentry - Sheetrocking
Concrete - Tile Work 
Electric - Plumbing

Exterior Drain Tile Systems
Decks - Fencing - Windows

Doors - Mold Abatement
Painting - Demolition - Landscaping

Tree Cutting - Clean-Ups and Hauling

BEAKS 651-224-9299

Lawn Care & Landscaping
Lawn Aeration

Fall Yard Clean-up
Free Estimates

Snow Plowing
Snow Shoveling

Residential / Commercial

HARDWOOD FLOORS – 
Beautifully Refinished
1/2 the Cost & 
1 Day Service

to Clean and Re-coat Your Existing Floors

WOOD FLOORS BY MCCORMICK
Free Estimates • 31 Years of Experience • Call Leo at 488-1961

Next deadline:
January 4

For more information 
about advertising in the

Service Directory, 
call Denis at 651-917-4183



Como Park Zoo & Conservatory
will be home to “The Last Polaroid
Show” December 5, 2009 to  Janu-
ary 19, 2010. This photo exhibit is
unique in that the film dyes of the
Polaroid are hand manipulated be-
fore they harden resulting in spec-
tacular images. The SX-70 (Time
Zero) Polaroid film used in the ex-
hibit is actually now extinct. With
their remaining sheets, artists Mark
D. Roberts and Denise Rouleau
capture the flora and architecture
of Como Park’s Marjorie McNeely
Conservatory. 

“Mark and I were in the midst
of planning an exhibition with Co-
mo when Polaroid announced it
would cease production of the SX-
70 film. We suddenly had to make

some difficult choices on how we
would use the remaining stock of
our precious sheets of film,” said
Denise Rouleau. “We have visited
many places with our Polaroid
cameras and the Marjorie McNeely
Conservatory has become our fa-
vorite place to photograph.” 

The Polaroid camera has the
distinct sound and appeal many
may remember as rollers eject the
film from the camera followed by
the anticipation of the image slow-
ly appearing. The SX-70 (Time Ze-
ro) film that the artists use goes a
step further with its unique proper-
ties as the film dyes of the ejected
sheet behave like wet paint. Using
simple tools, the lines of the image
can be exaggerated and distorted

before they harden. Plain back-
grounds within the image become
an open canvas for creating inter-
esting textures and topographical
relief. The results, depending on
how the film behaves and the cre-
ativity of Mark and Denise, are pic-
tures that can be impressionistic,
surreal or abstract. The manipulat-
ed images are then printed in sizes
of up to four feet square on a
metallic coated paper which en-
hances their textural and luminous
qualities. 

The public is welcome to the
Artists’ Reception on Monday, De-
cember 14, from 6-9 p.m.  and to
view the photos everyday from 10
a.m. -4 p.m. December 5, 2009
through January 19, 2010.
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Classifieds
Continued from page 15

SERVICES
RAM Handyman Services LCC.
Good service, reasonable rates,
“no job too small.” Rich – 651-
485-9680 – or
www.ramhandyman.com. 6-10

Chimney Repairs – Phil Larson
Construction. Family business
since 1957. 612-414-4612. B-08

Need a handyman?? Any job, big
or small plumbing?
Remodeling? Decks? Etc. Call
Dave 612-701-2272.
Competitive prices! 12-09

Gutter cleaning/flushed, experi-
enced and best rates! Butch BOS,
651-308-3410. 11-09

Pierre Repair – I can fix any-
thing! 651-644-1674. 12-09

SNOW
Snow removal—driveways, side-
walks, rooftops. Gutters. Best
price guaranteed, insured. 651-
699-2832. 12-09

SNOW PLOWING
Snow plowing and shoveling
year round maintenance. Locally
based. Call Gene at 651-323-
7311 for quote. 12-09

TUTORING
Help children learn to read. Wanted:
caring adults (50+ yrs.) to tutor K-3
students in St. Paul 4-15 hrs./wk.
Training provided. Small stipend
available. Call now for January
placement. 612-617-7807. 12-09

VACUUM CLEANER
Vacuum Cleaners: Sales, service
and supplies. Experts since 1952.
666 University @ Dale. 651-222-
6316. www.a-1vacuum.com 12-09

VOCAL LESSONS
Vocal/drama coach in the Como
neighborhood. Voice lessons for
music theatre and interpretation
technique. Florence Schaffer.
651-488-2212. 12-09

WANTED TO BUY
Paying the most cash for your
furniture, dishes, glassware,
knicknacks, costume jewelry,
antiques, pictures, lamps, house-
hold items etc. I make house-
calls. Call Mary Anne 612-729-
3110.  12-09

The Last Polaroid Show: Images of Como

Using simple tools, the lines of the image can be exaggerated and distorted
before they harden.

Como Park Zoo & Conservatory will be home to “The Last Polaroid Show”
December 5, 2009 to January 19, 2010.


