
By JAN WILLMS
Phil Winger describes himself

as a guy who hangs out with kids
and builds boats with them.

That’s a pretty simple descrip-
tion, however, of what the pro-
gram manager of Urban Boat-
builders,  1460 University Ave, ac-
tually does.  He spends a lot of
time working with at-risk youth in
school, after school and correc-
tional settings.

The latest project the organi-
zation has been working on is the
construction of two canoes in the
pavilion at Como Park. The canoes
were launched July 1, and they will
be used as part of a five-day trip in
the Boundary Waters in August.

Urban Boatbuilders began as
a nonprofit organization in 1995. 

“Before it existed as a youth
development group, it was mainly
a bunch of guys getting together in
garages talking about wooden boat
building,” Winger said. “The criti-
cal masses of them were youth
workers. One other organization in
Alexandria, VA, is doing the same
thing. Our group drew some inspi-
ration from that program. One of
the first projects was constructing
two 20-foot rowboats.”

In 2003, the director at the
time took an unusual step. Accord-
ing to Winger, it was very “field of
dreams-ish.”

The plan was to start an ap-
prenticeship program for an inten-
sive boat-building program. 

“He told us if you do it, we
will find the money,” Winger said.
“We hired five apprentices and
drew up an outline of what we
would do with them. We have im-

proved that basic program ever
since. We’re getting better and bet-
ter at evaluating outcomes.”

Apprentices Kong Moua, 17,
and Cole Mueller, 18, would agree.

Moua, a student at City Acade-
my, said his dad is a carpenter and
builds houses for people, so he has
had some experience with tools. 

“I learned more things here,
too, and putting the boats together
has been pretty interesting,” he
said.

Mueller, a graduate of Park
High school, said he would like to
get a job working with wood.

“This experience has helped

us a lot, actually,” he said. “We can
use these skills later in life.”

Winger said Urban Boat-
builders partners with schools and
an autistic organization for one of
its programs.  The organization al-
so works with youth from Totem
Town, a youth correctional facility. 

“I work with the boys twice a
week at Totem Town,” Winger said.
“We recruit apprentices and work
with them intensely for a year. We
give them a stipend; it’s a paid po-
sition.”

Winger said Urban Boat-
builders has sharpened its focus on
youth development.

“We’re more interested about
the process of the experience of
boat building,” Winger noted, “as
a tool that young people can use to
change their life trajectories.”

He said the boatbuilding at
Como has been a great opportuni-
ty for the youths to showcase their
skills in public.  He said the young
men had usually been caught com-
mitting an offense. This project
gave them the opportunity to get
caught in the act of doing some-
thing positive.

“We hope it’s an addictive
feeling,” Winger said.

Building the two canoes at
Como Park has been an intensive
two-week project.  Usually the
boys work nine hours a week on
the apprenticeship program, but
they have been putting in ten-hour
days to finish the canoes. 

A part of the process they have
been doing is to steam-bend the

ribs of the boat.
“This process is not something

most wood builders need to use,”
Winger said, “but it requires a lot
of teamwork. The boys cook a
piece of wood 15 minutes and
communicate clearly to each other
to get that rib in final position in
15 minutes. We show them how to
do one, and they do the others
without us. We now try to inten-
tionally build boats using this
process.”

Winger, instructor Brian
Thorkildson and executive director
Bruce Casselton make up the staff
of Urban Boatbuilders. Winger
said Thorkildson had suggested
the public boatbuilding project,
and they made it happen.

Winger said the organization
received a lot of help with the proj-
ect. Majestic Tree Care donated sal-
vaged urban timbers, Siwek Lum-
ber provided pine at half price,
Black Bear Crossing provided
space, HB Fuller helped pay ap-
prentice stipends, and Recreational
Equipment Inc. and Travelers
Foundation provided additional
support. Travelers Foundation in-
vited six apprentices to the Great
River Gathering, where about 1200
people meet to talk about how to
do things on the river. 

“A lot of the kids describe this
as a refuge,” Winger said. “It can
provide them with a legitimate ex-
cuse to get out of things and make
choices.”  He said they can tell
their friends they have a job now,
and can’t go out and get in trouble.
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Urban Boatbuilders creates canoes,
better lives for local at-risk youth

Staff at Midway-based Urban Boatbuilders say the boatbuilding at the Como Park Pavilion has been a great oppor-
tunity for the youths to showcase their skills in public. (Photo by Liberty Willms)

Building the two canoes at Como Park has been an intensive two-week
project. Usually the boys work nine hours a week on the apprenticeship pro-
gram, but they have been putting in ten-hour days to finish the canoes.
(Photo by Liberty Willms)
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Tin Cup is back
A longtime Rice Street bar-restau-
rant is open under new owner-
ship. Tin Cup, formerly Tin
Cup’s Place, was granted its bar,
restaurant and entertainment city
licenses June 23 by the St. Paul
City Council.

The licenses have the sup-
port of the District 6 Planning
Council. A legislative hearing was
held on the license requests in
May after city officials received
one letter of concern. Owner
Darren Wolke appeared at the
hearing to explain his plans for
the business. Tin Cup will be
open for lunch and dinner serv-
ice; eventually breakfast will be
added. The entertainment
planned is acoustic music and
karaoke. 

Wolke has extensively reno-
vated and improved the business.

The letter received by city of-
ficials raised concerns about pa-
tron behavior under a past owner
of the business. Wolke’s plan is
to pick up litter daily, use a
bouncer to keep loitering to a
minimum, set up surveillance
cameras, remind patrons of the
need to behave appropriately in
a neighborhood and lock dump-
sters to prevent dumping of trash
by the public.

The licenses were granted
with two conditions. One is that
the shared parking agreement be-

tween Tin Cup and the adjacent
mall, owned by Horn Invest-
ments, remain in effect. If that
agreement is cancelled, city offi-
cials must be notified.

The city also placed condi-
tions on the entertainment li-
cense, stating it shall not be used
for patron and/or performance
dances, but can be used for
acoustic music or karaoke.

Residents opt 
out of rehab
Residents in one part of the
Front-Victoria Residential Street
Vitality Program (RASVP) do not
want to have their section of
street reconstructed this year. The
St. Paul City Council voted June
23 to accept the request from Kil-
burn Street residents to opt out
of the project and schedule it for
a public hearing July 7.

More than 70 percent of the
property owners on Kilburn be-
tween Orchard Avenue and the
railroad tracks have signed a peti-
tion asking that their street not
be reconstructed. This allows
them to forgo the additional as-
sessments for the project, which
has an estimated cost of $22,896.
But it also means that if they or
future property owners change
their minds, the street cannot be
rebuilt until 2018 at the earliest.
That is when RSVP is scheduled
to end.

Owners of eight properties

signed the petition.
Opt-outs for street paving

are rare as most people have
waited for many years to have
their streets rebuilt.

Como Avenue bike
lanes OKed
Completion of the Como Avenue
bike lanes project can move
ahead with St. Paul City Council
approval June 23. The council
approved an agreement with
Minnesota Department of Trans-
portation (MnDOT) to complete
the project between the Ray-
mond/Cleveland area and the
west city limits.

The project is funded
through a federal Non-Motorized
Transportation Pilot program
grant. The city and MnDOT will
work with the nonprofit Transit
for Livable Communities, which
oversees the grants for the Twin
Cities. The grants have been used
for other area projects.

But completing the project
requires an agreement with the
state, to allow the state to accept
federal funds on the city’s behalf.

Como Avenue has already
gained bike lanes, corner bump-
outs and other improvements as
a result of the project. When
completed the project will cover
the street’s entire length.

Port Authority seeks
parcel rezoning
Rezoning for a property owned 

by the St. Paul Port Authority is
moving ahead, following a St.
Paul City Council public hearing
June 2. The St. Paul Port Authori-
ty request to rezone 955 Semi-
nary Av. is now going through a
series of public hearings, before
it wins final approval later this
summer.

As of Monitor deadline, the
Port Authority Board was consid-
ering a purchase agreement for
the site.

The Port purchased the for-
mer Minnehaha Lanes bowling
alley, demolished the building
and cleaned up the site to make
way for light industrial use. The
property was zoned for commer-
cial or business use but requires
a zoning change before a new
structure can be built there. The
St. Paul Planning Commission
recommended approval of the re-
zoning request this spring.

Port Authority officials have
met with Frogtown residents to
discuss possible reuse of the site.
Any company buying the site for
light industrial redevelopment
would have to meet a number of
conditions tied to the purchase
agreement. Requirements are tied
to building design, number of
jobs created and the types of uses
that are and aren’t allowed there.

The rezoning is opposed by
the owners of the Minnehaha
Mall to the south. The mall own-
ers are taking legal action against
the rezoning, contending it
would have a negative impact on
parking long shared by the two
properties. 

– Compiled by Jane McClure

The Midway Como Monitor is typically 
published the second Thursday-Friday of each

month . If you’re not receiving a timely 
delivery call 651-645-7045
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By DEBORAH BROTZ
If the hassle of making a list

and packing up a truckload of
items for a family weekend is get-
ting to be too much, an upcom-
ing weekend in July is sure to
give you a break to stay home.
The first annual Como Neighbor-
hood Staycation will be held the
weekend of July 23, 24, and 25.
The District 10 Como Communi-
ty Council, Northwest Como Rec
Center, Chelsea Heights PTO,
and The Coffee Grounds are
working together to bring you a
weekend filled with family fun
events.

On Friday, July 23, North-
west Como Rec Center, at 1515
Hamline Ave. N., will have
grilled food, fun games and
events, karaoke, a talent show,
and a free outdoor movie, “The
Incredible Mr. Limpet.” The
movie starts at sunset, and peo-
ple are encouraged to bring lawn
chairs, blankets, and bug spray.
There will also be free popcorn.

The Coffee Grounds, at 1579
Hamline Ave. N., will have a mu-
sic festival from 5 p.m. to 9 p .m.
On Saturday, July 24, District 10
is holding a Como Art Crawl 10
a.m.-7 p.m. and garden tours
from 10 a.m. to noon (maps will
be available soon on website:
district10comopark.org)

The Coffee Grounds will be
having a music festival from 2
p.m.-10 p.m., a flea market,
prizes, and grilled food as well as
beverages.

Sunday, July 25, Chelsea
Heights Elementary, 1557 Huron
St., will be having Como “Bin-
go,” a bike ride with free helmet

check for kids, and the opportu-
nity to win Minnesota Twins and
Saint Paul Saints tickets.

The Coffee Grounds will be
closing with a music festival
from 2 to 9 p.m. (Times subject
to change. Please call The Coffee
Grounds at 651-644-9959.)

According to District 10 Co-
mo Community Council organ-
izer Rhonda DeBough, the fist
annual Como Neighborhood
Staycation grew out of making a
plan for an Art Crawl.

“In trying to get different
neighbors involved in different
aspects, we decided to get an Art
Crawl together, and other things
started snowballing on it,” said
DeBough. “When Northwest Co-
mo Rec Center and I met to dis-
cuss Neighborhood Night Out,
we decided to put that in with
the Art Crawl giving neighbors a
fun thing to do. Northwest Co-
mo has been trying to raise mon-
ey for a new playground, and
Chelsea Heights PTO is also try-
ing to raise money for that.”

The Coffee Grounds has
been doing a weekend music fes-
tival for a long time.

“They have community
events all weekend long,” said
DeBough. “A lot takes place at
the Hamline Hoyt intersection. If
we have the music festival going
on at the same time as the Stay-
cation, there will be a whole lot
of different activities for neigh-
bors to choose from.”

Some of the Staycation part-
ners usually held their events at
different times but changed them
to the Staycation weekend.

“The Rec Center does a big

event on National Night Out but
moved that,” said DeBough.
“They did that so people would
not go to the rec center on Na-
tional Night Out and would
hang out on their own block. The
Rec Center moved the big party
to July 23. Coffee Grounds
planned for a different weekend
but moved it a week later so we
could have a big event.”

District 10 is participating in
Staycation because they’re
charged with block leadership,
neighborhood safety, and neigh-
bors getting to know each other.

“We’ll have a table with in-
formation about being a block
leader,” said DeBough. “The En-
vironmental Committee has de-
cided to have a garden tour at
this event. We’re charged with
bringing neighbors together and
getting to know each other. We’re
interested in just getting people
together and raising awareness of
who we are.”

Northwest Como Rec Center,
Chelsea Heights PTO, The Coffee
Grounds, and District 10 have
been meeting to plan the Stayca-
tion for four or five months to
plan this event.

“We wanted to make this
event special and attractive to
people who live in the neighbor-
hood,” said DeBough. “It’s help-
ful that the music festival is es-
tablished and that the party at
the Rec Center is an established
party. I hope the whole neigh-
borhood turns out for this.”

Organizers of the Staycation
want this event to get neighbors
out.

“Como at this point did not

have a Como Festival,” said De-
Bough. “We just want to do that
for our neighbors. This is some-
thing fun to bring people togeth-
er with movies, art, and music.
We want to get people out and
about, feeling good and being
connected to our neighbor-
hood.”

Holding this event is impor-
tant to the neighborhood be-
cause there are a lot of benefits to
people.

“Feeling connected to the
neighborhood is one,” said De-
Bough. “People act differently
than people who don’t. They
may pick up their dog poop, take
better care of their property, or
drive more carefully. All these
things make living here nice.
When things go wrong, they’ve
got rapport and can deal with
problems more respectfully.”

DeBough says all the part-

ners involved in putting on the
Staycation have worked well to-
gether.

“It’s been a really nice coor-
dinated effort from all of us to
get this done,” she said. “Each of
us has a reason for sitting at the
table. The Coffee Grounds wants
to bring people into their busi-
ness. Parks & Recreation wants to
fulfill its mission of providing ac-
tivities for the neighborhood.
Chelsea Heights wants a new
playground. It’s a really nice co-
operative effort. It’s been a pleas-
ure to work with them.”

Besides good weather, De-
Bough hopes Staycation brings
neighbors together.

“I hope that people come
out for it and have a good time,”
she said. “I hope that people get
to meet each other and find out
about businesses in the commu-
nity.” For more information, call
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By JANE MCCLURE
Redevelopment of a long-va-

cant 4.5 acre parcel south of Mid-
way Center is on, but a sign
height dispute remains unre-
solved.

RK Midway, owner of Mid-
way Shopping Center, filed a
building permit for an unnamed
store at the northwest corner of
Pascal and St. Anthony Avenue
June 29. The building permit, for
footings and foundation work
and a fence, was file late that day.
Had the permit not been filed
the site plan for a 100,000 square
foot home improvement store
would have expired at day’s end,
according to RK Midway repre-
sentative Paula Maccabee.

Filing of the building permit
keeps the site plan alive but it
doesn’t resolve debate over a re-
quested sign height variance for
the property. The variance re-
quest, which was the topic of a
St. Paul City Council public hear-
ing June 16, was laid over June
23. The earliest the council could
act on it is July 7.

The debate over the sign
variance divided council mem-
bers. Ward One Council Member
Melvin Carter III wanted to deny
the variance and uphold a neigh-
borhood appeal, with support
from Council President Kathy
Lantry. But Council members
Dan Bostrom, Pat Harris and Lee
Helgen have been leaning in sup-
port of Midway Center owner RK
Midway and against the appeal.
Council members Dave Thune
and Russ Stark weren’t present
for the June 16 vote but histori-
cally have voted against sign
height variances.

Carter said he’d like both
sides in the debate to continue
talking about redevelopment,
which he believes will happen.
RK Midway and Union Park Dis-

trict Council representatives met
the last week of June and have
agreed to continue to meet to
discuss a wide array of site devel-
opment issues.

UPDC representative Scott
Banas said he is encouraged by
the tone of the meetings and is
confident that development-re-
lated issues can be resolved.

Carter is encouraged that the
two sides are still talking. But he
said if the site plan had expired,
that didn’t stop redevelopment
of the property. “If the site plan
expired, RK Midway still owns
the property and District
13/Union Park District Council
(which filed the appeal) still
owns the property.”

RK Midway owns the shop-
ping center and the 4.5 acre par-
cel, which is at the northwest cor-
ner of Pascal and St. Anthony av-
enues. The intent is to sell the
parcel to an unnamed retailer,
said Maccabee. She has expressed
concerns that the sale would fall
through if a taller sign isn’t al-
lowed. She also said that while
RK Midway did approach UPDC
about discussing a compromise,
neighbors and the district coun-
cil weren’t interested.

The project was set to go for-
ward a few years ago but stalled
due to the recession. RK Midway
was able to line up project fi-
nancing this spring.

“If we lose this tenant, it’s
going to be a big loss.” While
saying she doesn’t know who the
prospective tenant it, Maccabee
said the site plan approved more
than two years ago is for a home
improvement store.

The variance is supported by
Midway Chamber of Commerce,
which sees the project as provid-
ing a sign to other prospective
developers that the area is being
revitalized.

City regulations allow a 37.5
foot sign on the property; RK
Midway initially wanted a 60-
foot freestanding sign but would
be willing to talk about a slightly
lower sign. One suggestion is
that a new sign match the Mid-
way SuperTarget sign, which is 59
feet and was granted a variance
in the 1980s.

City staff recommended ap-
proval of the variance. In May the
St. Paul Board of Zoning Appeals
(BZA) voted 4-3 to approve a
22.5-foot height variance to al-
low a 60-foot tall business sign
there. Approval is with the condi-

tion that the sign only be for a
new business that is negotiating
for the long-vacant lot at the
northwest corner of Pascal and
St. Anthony avenues. The main
sign face and two smaller “tag”
signs below it would be for that
business only. 

The variance was sought so
that a sign would be more visible
from Interstate 94, which is just
south of the property, said Johns
Hardwick of the BZA staff. The
freeway is about 25 feet below
grade in that location. “Certainly
portions of a sign could be seen
at a lower height but a portion of
it wouldn’t be visible at that
height,” he said.

UPDC appealed the BZA de-
cision.

Council members debated
the issue at length June 16. “The
site definitely represents an im-
portant development opportuni-
ty, not just for the neighborhood
but for the entire city,” said
Carter. But he believes it can be
developed with a shorter sign. He
expressed concern that a taller
sign could set a precedent.

But Helgen, Bostrom and
Harris said there are reasons to
grant the variance. “A business
does get to have a business sign,”
said Helgen. He said a taller sign
makes sense, given the location
and the size and scale of the pro-
posed development.

Helgen and Bostrom also
spoke about the need to create
jobs and improve the property
tax base by granting the variance
and allowing the project to move
ahead. Bostrom said he’d wel-
come the project in his ward.

“This isn’t about whether or
not we want to have jobs or con-
struction jobs there,” said Lantry.
The issue is whether or not the
sign complies with the city zon-
ing regulations and whether the
property can be developed with-
out a variance.

“If you want to keep using it
(economic development) as an
excuse, change the code,” she
said.

Maccabee and RK Midway
architect Jim Cox of Afton Archi-
tects said the sign variance is
needed for visibility from Inter-
state 94. Even if granted a vari-
ance, the sign won’t be visible
from University Avenue or
Snelling, once the development
goes up.

Glenn McCluskey, chair of
the UPDC Board, said the sign
would be “a great big sore thumb
sticking out in the middle of the
district. We’re not Boondocks
USA.” Boondocks USA is a truck
stop along Interstate 35 in north
central Iowa. That business has a
very large sign.

Another objection is from
the Snelling Park neighborhood,
which is about 450 feet south of
the site. The BZA staff report stat-
ed that the nearest affected resi-
dential property is 1,000 feet
away, but UPDC representatives
argued that’s not the case.

UPDC Board Member Jeff
Zeitler the sign could be built at
a lower height, with a larger sign
face and larger fonts as a com-
promise. He is a former Snelling
Park resident.

“I don’t think there’s any-
body by any stretch of the imagi-
nation who would consider that
sign to be attractive to the neigh-
borhood,” he said.

Representatives of Scenic St.
Paul also spoke against the sign.
Jeanne Weigum, a Merriam Park
resident and community garden-
er who planted and maintains a
garden at Snelling and Concor-
dia avenues, showed pictures of
her flower. Then she described
the proposed sign as a “weed’.

“They’re trying to plant a
weed in my neighborhood,” she
said.

But Maccabee said the Pas-
cal-St. Anthony site will continue
to be blighted until it can be re-
developed, something she has
worked on since her stint as a
City Council member in the early
1990s.  “There’s nothing more
hideous than a vacant lot,” she
said.
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Sign height dispute remains unresolved…

Redevelopment of Midway Center site takes next step

City regulations allow a 37.5 foot sign on the Midway Center property; RK Midway initially wanted a 60-foot freestand-
ing sign but would be willing to talk about a slightly lower sign. One suggestion is that a new sign match the Midway Su-
perTarget sign, which is 59 feet and was granted a variance in the 1980s. (Photo by Andrew Fossbinder)



By JANE MCCLURE
Businesses along the

planned Central Corridor light
rail line got good news on two
fronts June 23. The St. Paul City
Council, acting as the Housing
and Redevelopment Authority
(HRA) Board, approved $1.3
million toward 24 off-street
parking projects all along Uni-
versity Avenue. The funds will
allow small businesses to make
needed improvements to pri-
vately owned and in a few cases,
city-owned property. 

That same day Metropolitan
Council approved a joint pow-
ers agreement with the City of
St. Paul to implement a busi-
ness support loan program with
the ci ty.  The Metropolitan
Council earmarked $1 million
in community development
funding toward the loan pro-
gram, which will also draw on
foundation grants and other
public funding. That program
will also be set up by the St.
Paul HRA; details will be an-
nounced at a later date.

The parking lot funding,
which is in amounts ranging
from less  than $25,000 to
$250,000, will help businesses
in 11 parking “hot spots” identi-
fied in studies of Central Corri-
dor. Lots will be improved in ar-
eas from Rice Street to the west
city limits.

Last  year  ci ty  off icials
scrambled to find solution after
learning that light rail construc-
tion would take away 85 per-
cent of University Avenue’s on-
street parking.

Council  members Russ
Stark and Melvin Carter  I I ,
whose wards including Univer-
sity Avenue, praised the loan
program. The seven-year loans
have no interest, and will be
forgiven over the term if the
parking is maintained. Continu-

ance of  any shared parking
agreements are also key to hav-
ing a loan forgiven.

“These projects represent
very customized solutions to
the loss of on-street on Univer-
sity Avenue, and are a testament
to the City of St. Paul’s desire to
work with the community to-
ward practical solutions. The
projects will also dramatically
improve the experience of pa-
tronizing these businesses,” said
Stark.

“One of the biggest chal-
lenges for businesses on Univer-

sity Avenue is the loss of the on-
street parking,” said St. Paul
Planning and Economic Devel-
opment (PED) Director Cecile
Bedor.

“This is the first step in mit-
igating development of light rail
in the Central Corridor,” said
PED Project  Manager Craig
Blakely.

In August 2009 city officials
set aside $2.3 million for the
loan program, said Blakely. A

combination of Neighborhood
Sales Tax Revitalization (STAR),
tax increment financing (TIF)
and other city funds were used.
Because the Metropolitan Coun-
cil’s $957 million Central Corri-
dor project budget doesn’t cover
off-street  parking,  “al l  eyes
turned to the city to step up to
address this issue,” Blakely said.
Pulling the project and funding
together, and then reviewing the
applications, “has been a mas-
sive amount of work.”

For the first round of fund-
ing, city officials received 50 ap-

plicants totaling almost $2 mil-
lion. Property owners are seek-
ing help to reconfigure, repave,
light and landscape their lots.
Sharing of lots among business-
es is encouraged.

If the project is a success,
Blakely said it is hoped it can
someday be a citywide program.
St. Paul has had no dedicated
off-street parking project since
the early 1990s, when a pro-
gram called Places to Park was

offered. Lack of funding scut-
tled that program.

The 24 projects funded will
benefit about 50 businesses,
said Stark. “Many of these proj-
ects can still move ahead this
construction season, prior to
the street being torn up for Cen-
tral Corridor construction.”

Much of the intense work
along University won’t start un-
til 2011.

Projects are to start con-
struction by Oct. 15. “Many of
these projects could actually be
done by then,” said Stark.

Blakely said the project was
challenging. PED and Public
Works staff held almost 11 area
workshops. “That’s when we re-
alized the challenges,” he said.
“This is the most incredibly di-
verse group of businesspeople
I’ve ever encountered.”

Stark praised the University
Avenue Business Association
(UABA) for  i ts  working in 
highlighting the parking issues.
UABA President Jack McCann in
turn praised the parking pro-
gram and the loan terms, saying
they will help small businesses.
Business with no off-street  
parking continue to have con-
cerns and UABA will continue
to work with them. UABA is
studying issues including a
parking benefi t  distr ict ,  in
which meter proceeds collected
in an area would be used in that
area.

University Avenue business-
es and residences have about
25,000 off-street parking spaces
available. The vast majority are
privately owned and restricted. 

The pilot program won’t
provide large parking lots or
parking ramps, Stark noted. In-
stead it will help small busi-
nesses and the city improve ex-
isting off-street parking in most
cases.

The projects approved June
23 vary in size. Some are small
and will take less than $10,000
to complete. Others are larger.
One example is a city-owned lot
near University and St. Albans,
which was once eyed as part of
a larger mixed-use development
site. That project fell through
due to a tough economy. The
vacant land can now be used to
create parking for nearby Uni-
versi ty  businesses.  Up to
$150,000 was allocated toward
that project.

Other large projects are at
University and Snelling. The
city allocated up to$150,000 for
the area northeast of than inter-
section. Up to $250,000, the
largest amount allocated, will
go to land north of CVS Phar-
macy at the northwest corner.
That site, which is already desig-
nated for off-street parking but
is little-used, will get needed
improvements.

More parking loans will be
allocated in the future. The PED
staff is also working to set up a
small business loan program for
business that might suffer dis-
ruption during light rail con-
struction, The Central Corridor
Funders Collaborative, a group
of foundations, has put forward
$500,000. Metropolitan Coun-
cil will use its reserves to put in
$1 million. The City of St. Paul,
through its Housing and Rede-
velopment Authority (HRA),
would set  up the program
guidelines and operate the pro-
gram.

One idea being eyed is that
of  offering deferred loans,
which could be repaid after a
business sells its property or re-
locates from the corridor. City
off icials  haven’t  announced
when they’ll vote to set up the
program or what its terms will
be.
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BANKRUPTCY LAW GROUP LLC
Attorneys at Law

• Find out if a Chapter 7 or 13 bankruptcy is right for you!

• Immediate relief from dept!

• No more annoying calls from creditors!

• Affordable rates with no hidden charges!

FREE INITIAL CONSULTATION & FLEXIBLE SCHEDULING!
We are a debt relief agency.

We help people file for bankruptcy under the Bankruptcy Code.

Sushi Happy Hour 5 - 8:30 pm Mon. - Sat.

If you knew Sushi...
like we know Sushi!

LUNCH BUFFET $9.99
Lunch Bulgogi $5.99 /Dinner Bulgogi $11.99

Mon. thru
Fri. 11-2

Korean 

& Sushi

Also
Japanese Cuisine 

Beer & Wine

OPEN 11 am - 9 pm Monday thru Saturday

694 No. Snelling Ave. 651-645-2000

City Council approves Central Corridor parking loans

“One of the biggest challenges for
businesses on University Avenue is
the loss of the onstreet parking.”

- St. Paul Planning and Economic Development 
(PED) Director Cecile Bedor



By DEBORAH BROTZ
Sholom Home East, at 1554

Midway Parkway, which has been
sitting empty since February 2009
when the Sholom Community Al-
liance opened a new continuous
of care campus at Otto and West
Seventh Street, will soon have
new owners. Rich Pakonen with
Pak Properties and Clint Blaiser
with Halverson and Blaiser
Group, Ltd. have made an offer
on the property, and the offer has
been accepted by Sholom Al-
liance. The two plan to build mar-
ket rate housing on the old
Sholom Home East site. 

The future use of Sholom
Home East, a long-term facility in
the Como neighborhood since
1922, became controversial in Oc-
tober 2008 when RS Eden, a drug
and alcohol rehabilitation agency,
had been exploring acquiring the
Sholom Home site. The con-
tentious issue had prompted
some neighbors to work overtime
to shut it down and to send a
message to RS Eden that any pro-
gramming was not welcome in
Como Park. Under intense com-
munity pressure, RS Eden decided
against pursuing a supportive
housing development at the
Sholom site.

Currently, the prospective
buyers are in the due diligence
phase and nothing is final.

“Normally, you get through
due diligence then buy the prop-
erty,” said Pakonen, owner-opera-

tor of Pak Properties. “It’s essen-
tial to receive feedback on designs
early. Como is a very organized
neighborhood.”

Pakonen and Blaiser made an
offer on the property for a lot of
reasons.

“One is the location in the
Como Park neighborhood,” said
Pakonen. “It’s a wonderful neigh-
borhood. From a Class A apart-
ment standpoint, there’s a very di-
verse customer base. It’s a stable
community. It’s in the geographic
center of the Twin Cities. Light
rail is coming a few blocks away.”

The building was also attrac-
tive to Pakonen and Blaiser to
renovate.

“The property itself is a high
quality concrete building,” said
Pakonen. “The building lends it-
self to a high quality renovation.
It will positively serve that cus-
tomer base—grad students, pro-
fessional people, and seniors.
There’s a very diverse customer
base around that location.”

Pakonen says his team is
well-suited to do this kind of ren-
ovation.

“This is the fifth building
where we’ve done comprehensive
renovations,” he said. “We’re used
to taking apart old buildings and
putting them back together. We’ll
be literally gutting the building
and rebuilding it from the inside
out.”

The current vision of the de-
velopers is a high quality apart-

ment complex of 100-110 units
and two retail bays. Pakonen’s Pak
Properties recently redeveloped
the historic Lowry Building.

“The size is coming from
comments from the community,”
said Pakonen. “The retail bays are
not a certainty. We envisioned the
neighborhood would like to see a
small retail unit. That’s the only
reason we put retail in the build-
ing. We’ll back away if the com-
munity doesn’t want it.”

Pakonen envisions the two
retail bays to be self-managed.

“One of the amenities we
need to construct is a first class ex-
ercise facility,” he said. “It makes
a little bit of sense to make it
available to the neighborhood. It
provides a resource to community
folks to take advantage of.”

A bistro type restaurant could
occupy the other bay below street
level on the west side of the build-
ing by Snelling Avenue where

there is a sunken courtyard.
“It would help brand our

apartment building,” said Pako-
nen. “Because of parking con-
cerns, that’s a question that is not
resolved.”

Pakonen says they hope to
close on the deal near the end of
the year.

“We’ll start construction as
soon as possible after we close,”
he said. “Our hope is for initial
occupancy probably fall 2011.
Construction will be finished
around the end of 2011.”

The building’s renovation
will be comprehensive.

“We’ll use the existing me-
chanical system but by and large
everything will be new,” said
Pakonen. “This will be a very
sharp, beautiful building. It’s
something as an owner, we’ll be
very proud of.”

Already receiving feedback,
Pakonen says among the list of
concerns, it’s crystal clear the
number one concern is parking.

“We need to address it from a
neighborhood standpoint and for
customers we hope to attract,” he
said. “It’s paramount in this proj-
ect.”

Although the property has
been on the market since the
move to the new campus, Sholom
was committed to finding a buyer
who would share the organiza-
tion’s commitment to the neigh-
borhood. The price was recently
dropped and Sholom received
three full price offers.

“Our board of directors ac-
cepted this offer because they be-
lieve that Rich Pakonen and Clint
Blaiser are committed, not only to
the neighborhood that we were
part of so many years, but to the
greater St. Paul Community as
well,” explained Burt Garr,
Sholom Community Alliance in-
terim CEO. “The decision was
based on the merits of the project
not just the price.”

CONTINUED ON PAGE 13
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We’ll make your payments

Fearful

Patients

Welcome!

• Preventive Care
• Fillings
• Root Canals

• Extractions
• Whitening
• Crown & Bridge

• Veneers
• Dentures

Visit us at:

www.AustinFamilyDental.com

Austin Family Dental
1360 Energy Park Drive, Suite 140

Energy Park Financial Center

Providing Quality Care in a Gentle Environment

$50 OFF
any service including

Dental Whitening
(New patients only — good thru Aug. 15, 2010)

Call us

today at

651-641-1908

Sholom Alliance
plans sale of 
Como property
to new investors

Rich Pakonen with Pak Properties and Clint Blaiser with Halverson and Blaiser Group, Ltd. have made an offer on the
Sholom Home property at 1554 Midway Parkway, and the offer has been accepted by Sholom Alliance. The two plan to
build market rate housing on the old Sholom Home East site. (Photo by Andrew Fossbinder)



By ERIK BURGESS
One hundred years is a long

time.  
But for the citizens in the

North End, those who live along
the curbs of Rice Street, shop at
Kamp’s Food Market and eat their
lunches at Mama’s Pizza, 2010
marks the hundredth year of cele-
brating community and culture. 

The Rice Street Festival, a
multi-day festival and parade cel-
ebrating the North End commu-
nity along Rice Street, is celebrat-
ing a century this July.

Fred Huerta has been in-
volved with the festival as a vol-
unteer for ten years. For the past
five years he has worked as the
festival director. 

He said the festival acts as a
way to bring the community on
Rice Street closer. 

“It’s actually become more of
a real family community, I’d say,”
Huerta said. 

One large factor in the con-
tinuation of the festival has been
the continued of support of small
businesses and the North End
Business Association (NEBA),
Huerta said. Many small busi-
nesses in the North End provide
funding and other help for the
festivities, and in return the festi-
val brings attention and new cus-
tomers in for the local businesses. 

“There’s a lot of businesses
out there that do a lot to make
this work. It’s very costly,” said
Paul Kamp, owner of Kamp’s
Food Market.

Kamp’s Food Market, located
on Western Avenue, has been in-
volved in the festival for near 50
years, Kamp said. Kamp, born in
the North End, said he personally
has been involved with the festi-
val as long as he can remember. 

“I went down there as a kid,
probably in the early 70s,” Kamp
said.

In the past, Kamp said his
market has provided donations,
helped with parade floats and
worked with different organiza-
tions on their booths. As a grocer,
Kamp’s has also provided food at
no cost to the receiving organiza-
tions.

Kamp said, more so than
bringing in business for his gro-
cery, the feeling of community is
the reigning achievement of the
festival. 

“There’s a feeling of separa-
tion a lot of times and things like
this bring people together,”
Kamp said.

Another portion of the festiv-
ities sponsored by local business-
es is the Rice Street Royalty. Each
year, Huerta said, one queen and
two princesses are chosen to rep-
resent Rice Street at multiple fes-
tivals and events around St. Paul.
This year the queen is St. Thomas
alum Maddie Dosch. Her
princesses are former Miss
Hutchinson, Alesha Prior, and
fellow St. Thomas alum, Christa
Niznik. 

According to an interview on
the Rice Street Festival website,
Dosch is excited and proud of her
position as Rice Street Queen. 

“It is an absolute honor to
represent my sponsor, Rice Street
Family Dental and the entire
North End Community as Miss
Rice Street 2009-2010,” Dosch
said. “Alongside my lovely
Princesses, Alesha & Christa, I am
so excited to celebrate the
100th year of this wonderful
community festival.”

Another aspect of the parade
is choosing the Grand Marshal.
This year, this role went to a long
time citizen of the North End, Vi-
vian Clausen. At 97 years-old,
Huerta said she has lived at Rice
Street since 1939. 

“She has a lot of history here
on Rice Street,” Huerta said.

Huerta said Clausen has
been especially involved with
crime prevention, acting as a
neighborhood watchdog for
many years. Readers may remem-
ber Clausen’s name from an inci-
dent in spring 2009 when
Clausen had her necklace stolen

off of her neck while walking her
dog around the North End. 

According to the report in
the Pioneer Press, many residents
of North End refer to Clausen as
“grandma,” and the man, Allen
James Fenton of St. Paul, used
this nickname to get in close to
Clausen and take her necklace.
Fenton was eventually caught and
sentenced to two years in prison,
and the necklace was returned to
Clausen, according to the Pioneer
Press report. 

Huerta said Clausen was
chosen because of her commit-
ment to the North End commu-
nity, and her title as the neigh-
borhood’s “grandma” defines her
role and love by North Enders. 

Huerta said many years ago
some of the more grandeur festiv-
ities were removed from the an-
nual celebration due to high cost. 

Kamp attested to this, stating
that recently those involved with
the festival have to be conscious
of the fluctuating economy. 

“[We are] trying to keep the
cost down while still providing a
good product,” he said. 

Kerry Antrim, Executive Di-
rector for District 6 Planning,
said she believes the Rice Street
Festival is one of the few tradi-
tional festivals left. 

“I think St. Paul, for whatev-
er reason, has lost some of their
neighborhood festivals,” she said.

Always keeping the costs in

mind, Huerta said this year he
has made it a mission to include
new and entertaining events. This
includes a new series of tradition-
al dances from different ethnic
groups around the community.
Huerta said this was an effort to
showcase the rich cultural tradi-
tions present in the North End.
These dances will be featured be-
tween acts at the talent show. 

Other new events this year
include a kickball tournament
and a car show.

Kamp and Huerta agreed the
coming together of a community
during the celebration is the best
part of the entire process. 

“It brings everyone together,
and really shows … the great out-
look this community has,” Huer-
ta said. 

Antrim echoed these senti-
ments.

“I think anything that brings

communities together is impor-
tant,” she said.

Kamp said he hopes the festi-
val continues for many more
years to come. 

“I think it’s really important
for our area to continue,” Kamp
said. “I think we have a lot to be
proud of.”

The festival begins Thursday,
July 29 with the parade that be-
gins on Atwater Street and goes
north to Arlington Avenue. The
celebration continues Friday with
a softball tournament, royalty
fashion show and movie in the
park. Saturday features the newly
installed kickball tournament as
well as the talent show. The festi-
val ends Sunday, August 1 with
the Rice Street Royalty coronation
ceremony. 

More information can be
found at www.ricestreetfestival.org.
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Rice Street Festival marks 
100 years of celebrating 
community and culture



20

Celebrating   A  C
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Congratulatio
on a Century of Fun 

Kendall’s
Ace Hardware & Paint
"The Friendliest Store in Town."

978 Dale Street North, Saint Paul -

(651) 489-3210
1200 Payne Ave., St. Paul - 

(651) 776-6996

PORK SPARE RIBS
CASE 9 Slabs $89.00

1059 West

488-

Kamps Fo
Welcomes Jim Biglow to our 

Kamps Fo
JULY SP

102 years 
go to "KAMP'S FOOD MARKET" on fac

Rice Street Festival 2010
“Celebrating a Century: 1910-2010”

www.ricestreetfestival.org

Thursday, July 29:

2010 Rice Street Festival Parade 7:00pm

Friday, July 30:

Invest St. Paul Community Days
4-6pm at Rice Street Rec Center

2nd Annual Co-Ed Kickball Tournament
5pm at Rice Street Fields

Movie in the Park: “Cloudy with a Chance of Meatballs”
6pm at Klub Haus, 1079 Rice Street

Royalty Fashion Show
6pm at Klub Haus, 1079 Rice Street

2010 Rice Street Festival 

Saturday, July 31

2nd Annual Co-Ed Kickball Tournament
10am at Rice Street Fields

Childrens Area
11am-5pm at Jessamine & Rice

9th Annual Talent Show/Treasure Hunt
11am-5pm at Rice Street Fields

3rd Annual Car Show
12-5pm at Lawson & Rice

Live Music: Mike Ryan Band and Brandon Scott Sellner
6-10pm at Rice Street Fields

Sunday, August 1

Rice Street Festival Royalty Coronation

A Festival Tradition –
Lunch or Dinner at Mama's

For the Best Italian Food...

489-2005
961 Rice St.

St. Paul
NOWOPENSUNDAYS

Monday-Thursday 11am to 9pm
Friday 11am to 10pm • Saturday 4pm to 10pm

Sundays 4pm to 9pm

Celebrating
46 Years



010

Century 1910−2010
August 1
• www.ricestreetfestival.org
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COUNCILMEMBER

LEE
HELGEN

Congratulations on 
Rice Street Festival’s 
100th Anniversary!

“Wishing you another 
century of success”

– Lee Helgen

“Let’s Keep
Rice Street
Blooming”

Prepared and paid for by Helgen for City Council

ns, Rice Street
and Community Pride

SCHROEDER
Milk Co., Inc.

"Four Generations of Good Taste."

2080 Rice St.
St. Paul, MN 55113

651-487-1471

Ronna Woolery
Community Manager

Wheelock Parkway 
Apartments

1609 Woodbridge Street
St. Paul, MN 55117

phone:  651.488.9474
fax:      651.487.3566

CHICKEN WINGS
CASE 40 lb. $59.00

tern Ave. N.

-6636

ood Market
Staff from Capitol City Meat Market

ood Market
PECIALS

in business
cebook for more information and specials.

Rice Street Festival Kickball Tournament
Friday & Saturday, July 30th - 31st 2010

$100 registration fee per team
2 games guaranteed-traveling trophy for the winning team!

Location Rice Street Recreation Center
Adults Only!

Visit the website www.ricestreetfestival.org for a complete list of Festival Activities

Space is limited to the first 12 teams. Games start 5 p.m. 
on Friday. For a registration form or more information
contact District 6 Planning Council at 651-488-4485,

district6@qwestoffice.net or websites
www.district6stpaul.org or www.ricestreetfestival.org

Register early!

HAPPY 100TH

RICE ST. FESTIVAL
A Place To Grow...

A Place To Call Home...
A Place To Do Business...

THAT’S 
RICE STREET!!

See you at the festival!



By JANE MCCLURE
A Chicago-based firm will

build the seven miles of Central
Corridor light rail line in St.
Paul, with a bid that came in be-
low budget. The Metropolitan
Council awarded the contract
June 23 to Walsh Construction.
Walsh bested a field of six firms
selected to bid on the project.
Central Corridor project staff
had estimated the seven-mile
project, known as Civil East, at
$205.1 million. It is the largest
part of the $957 million light
rail project.

Work on Central Corridor
began last year in downtown St.
Paul, with completion slated for
2014.

Walsh had the project’s low
bid. The highest bid came in at
$246.8 million. The Walsh bid
includes $194.7 million of proj-
ect expenses, including up to $6
million in sales taxes. It also in-
cludes $10.4 million in project
betterments requested by the
City of St. Paul, Ramsey County,
District Energy, Capital Region
Watershed District, Minnesota
Department of Transportation,
the Capitol Area Architectural

and Planning Board and Xcel
Energy. The betterment costs will
be covered by those public agen-
cies and utilities requesting
them. St. Paul has the largest
share of the betterments, at $5.9
million in this phase of the proj-
ect.  St.  Paul has requested a
number of streetscape improve-
ments as part of Central Corri-
dor.

“This is another exciting
milestone for the Central Corri-
dor project,” said Peter Bell,
chair of the Met Council. Bell is-
sued a statement after the coun-
cil vote. He was absent from the
meeting itself. “While we haven’t
had any ceremony or ribbon cut-
ting, the fact is we are starting
construction this summer on the
largest and most important tran-
sit improvement project in state
history.” Metropolitan Council
approval was unanimous, with
one abstention.

The Civil East work will in-
clude 14 stations and 6.9 miles
of double track. It also includes
street reconstruction, under-
ground public utilities, drainage,
street lighting, bridge and retain-
ing wall construction, light rail

stations, sidewalks and the sys-
tems needed to operate light rail.

Civil East is the first major
construction contract for Central
Corridor. Work on utilities near
the State Capitol will start after
the July 4th holiday. Other con-
struction there, near 12th and
Robert streets, will start in Au-

gust. Most of the heavy construc-
tion on University Avenue will
occur in 2011 between Emerald
Street and Hamline Avenue and
in 2012 between Hamline and
Robert. More work in downtown
St. Paul will occur in 2011-2012,
utility relocation began there last
year.

Detailed, block-by-block
schedules will be announced in
the future. Those are of most in-
terest to University Avenue busi-
nesses. Business owners are con-
cerned about loss of access to
their businesses, as well as loss
of on-street parking and difficul-
ty in having supplies delivered.
Metropolitan Council does have
staff working with businesses in
designated areas all along the
light rail route.

The Civil East bids were re-
viewed June 14 by the council’s
Transportation Committee.
Committee Chair Robert McFar-
lin pointed out that the award of
the contract is subject to a final
approval from the Federal Tran-
sit Adinistration (FTA) in late
June.

Some council members
asked whether any Minnesota-
based firms bid on the work.
Central Corridor Project Manag-
er Mark Fuhrmann said there
were were local bidders but the
FTA doesn’t allow for any prefer-
ential hiring for home state
firms.

The FTA does require that
the contractor chosen met
agreed-upon goals for hiring of
minority and women subcon-
tractors.  The review by staff
found that Walsh will meet the
goals. During the public com-
ment portion of the June 23
meeting the council heard from
a female African-American busi-
ness owner who expressed con-
cern about minority hiring. 

Although large construction
awards do draw attention, the
building of Central Corridor is a
process that means many con-
tract awards spread out over
many months. Award of the Civil
East contract was one of several
Central Corridor-related projects 

CONTINUED ON PAGE 12

Support for Mark
Ireland
When was the last time you
thought about a Ramsey County
District Judge? Yeah, me too (if
your answer was: huh?).  That
changed for me with the candi-
dacy of my neighbor, friend, and
colleague, Mark Ireland. While
for those of us living in the Mid-
way, Mark represents the best of
our neighborhood, all Ramsey
County residents should be
pleased to have a judge of his ex-
perience and caliber.

I support Mark Ireland for
Ramsey County District Judge
because he is the most qualified
candidate. He has the most expe-
rience in a wide range of con-
texts – from prosecuting to de-
fending, to representing individ-
uals to corporations to govern-
ment.  He knows his role behind
the bench is to make fair deci-
sions based on our laws. He also
knows our judicial system is not
perfect, and I can count on him
to work on improving it to pro-
tect all of our interests.

Please take the time to take
a look at Mark Ireland – and
judge for yourself!

Jun-Li Wang
Hamline-Midway
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Chicago firm selected to build seven miles of Central Corridor

Work on Central Corridor began last year in downtown St. Paul, with com-
pletion slated for 2014. (Photo by Andrew Fossbinder)



July is a busy month for the Ham-
line Midway Library. It’s the per-
fect time of year to walk or bike
over, stock up on novels and mag-
azines for your summer vacation,
and enjoy some excellent pro-
gramming while you’re there!

Our outdoor music sessions
continue this month with library
staff member Sam playing family
favorites on the guitar on Mon-
days July 12 and 19 at 6:30.  Jam-
min’ Out With Sam is fun for the
whole family!  Bring bug spray
and a blanket—music will take
place on the front lawn.

Summer Reading Program
performances will be taking place
Wednesdays at 2:00 through July
21. We have magicians, circus
events, and dancing! Pick up a

complete schedule of all our
events at the library—and be sure
to sign up for the Summer Read-
ing program while you’re there!

There will be two family
movie matinees held in July.
Cloudy with a Chance of Meat-
balls will be shown on July 13 at
2:00 pm. Up will be shown on Ju-
ly 27 at 2:00 pm.  There will be
snacks and prizes! 

On Saturday, June 10 there
will be a Paw Pals event at the li-
brary. Call the library at 651-642-
0293 to register your child for a
reading session with our favorite
licensed therapy dog, Toby. This
literacy-building opportunity is
open to kids ages 6-12.

Regular storytimes continue
to run every Friday at 10:30; and

the Mighty Midway Storytellers
will be hosting a special story
telling event on Saturday, August
7.  

There will be a showing of the
Twilight Saga movie New Moon
on August 3 at 2 p.m. with a
chance to win fabulous Twilight-
themed prizes!

The Hamline Midway Library
Association will be meeting Mon-
day, July 26 at 6:30.  Call the li-
brary to find out to how join and
become an advocate for our li-
brary. 

Call 651-642-0293 or stop by
the library at 1558 W Minnehaha
Ave, near the intersection of
Snelling and Minnehaha, to sign
up for events that require registra-
tion. All events are free.
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WEST BUILDING MAINTENANCE, LLC 
Cleaning Services

Mike West — Serving the Minneapolis-St. Paul area since 1965

(800) 451-6753
www.westcleaning.com

COMMERCIAL CLEANING

By JAN WILLMS
A clinic at 1115 Rice Street

has served another purpose on
weekends this past year—it has
become the office headquarters
for a film production company.

And several scenes of the up-
coming film itself, “Opposite
Blood,” have been shot in Asian
businesses along Rice Street and
University Ave.

“We filmed a scene in the
parking lot of Highlight AA Mar-
ket on May 23,” said Billy Xiong,
the director and screenwriter of
the production, as well as one of
the principle actors.

He describes the film as a
story of blood lines and vision
blinded by money. Two brothers
plan a development to assist
their community in the Midwest.
But as plans go awry, the busi-
ness district turns to a crime
zone, raising concerns for the
government, law enforcement
and the community.

“Opposite Blood” is drawing
on a diverse production and act-
ing company, according to
Xiong. He said the cast is about
half Hmong and half Caucasian,
and also includes African Ameri-
cans and an Ethiopian actor. 

Kamron Seraye, who has
studied theater at the Guthrie

and done workshops there for
five seasons, went on a casting
call for the film. He read for a
scene and was called back. He
was offered the role of Tango,
right-hand man of a mob boss.
Seraye has a background of nine
years with martial arts, which
form a major part of the film.

“I became very intrigued
with the Hmong community,”
Seraye said, “and asked to jump
on as an executive producer and
facilitate some of the needs not
being met.”

Seraye said he brought in
some additional locations and
helped with financing. He also
brought in Akbar Muhammad,
the assistant director.

“For many years, the Hmong
have been striving for identity,”
Seraye said. “They don’t even
have a flag. In terms of entertain-
ment, the identity has not been
there. There are a lot of Chinese
martial arts films, but Hmong
films are growing.”

“In the United States,” he
continued, “the quality of what
we are doing far surpasses what
any Hmong company has done.”

Xiong, who himself has
eleven years’ experience with
martial arts, called on the Min-
nesota Martial Arts Academy and

Open Air, an action design com-
pany, for martial arts and stunt
coordination.

“One scene can take a week-
end,” Seraye said.

“We got Spencer Peter from
Open Air as the leader of the
pack,” Xiong added. 

He said he was trying to tell
a story about the Hmong com-
munity with his latest film. 

“If one person does some-
thing, another tries to shoot it
down,” he said. “And if money is
involved, the situation gets more
sour.”

Xiong said he had the idea
for this film for several years, but
had been doing some previous
filming in Thailand. He decided
to focus on “Opposite Blood”
and started writing the script two
years ago. He finished the script
and started casting in February
2009. They started shooting in
August of 2009.

But there have been setbacks
to the filming, and numerous
challenges in the lives of those
involved in producing the movie.

Xiong’s mother died in Janu-
ary of this year, after a three-week
illness. He said this delayed
shooting for a couple months.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 16

A clinic on Rice Street has served another purpose on weekends this past year—it has become the office headquar-
ters for a film production company. And several scenes of the upcoming film itself, “Opposite Blood,” have been shot
in Asian businesses along Rice Street and University Ave. Above are pictured members of the production company.
(Photo by Liberty Willms)

Rice Street serves as important
backdrop to Hmong film

Bevy of activities at Hamline Midway Library

CARON-FABRE FURNITURE
842 Rice St, St. Paul, MN 612-206-1380

July 15-19, 2010  July 29-August 1, 2010
Hrs. Thurs, Fri, Sat - 11am to 6:30pm

Sunday Noon to 5:00pm

DOUBLE DISCOUNT SALE 
40% plus another 40%

Classifieds $1 per word



Crossroads Summer
Festival July 23
Crossroads Elementary School will
be having a Summer Festival on
Friday July 23, from 5 p.m. to 8
p.m. The purpose of the festival is
to raise additional funds to rebuild
our playground, which was burned
down by vandals in September
2009. In order to begin rebuilding,
we still need to raise an additional
$30,000. We are doing this through
a variety of fundraisers at local
restaurants as well as our summer
festival. The festival will include
live entertainment, food, inflatable
jumpers, a dunk tank, games
(including the cake walk and pop
toss) and much more! Please join
us - community members, stu-
dents, parents, family, and friends
are all welcome to attend this fun-
filled, fund-raising event! For more
information please contact Ms.
Sylvia Perez at 651-767-8547.

St. Columba to 
hold Fun Fest
Saint Columba Church, 1327
Lafond Avenue, will hold their
annual summer Fun Fest, Saturday
and Sunday, July 10th from 1–10
p.m. and July 11th from 11 a.m. to
4 p.m. On Sunday, Bishop Lee
Piche will celebrate Mass at 10 a.m.
This two-day Fun Fest will feature a
wonderful blend of Vietnamese
foods such as Egg Rolls and Pork
Skewers and American classics
such as BBQ Ribs, Sweet Corn and
more! A variety of beverages will
be served including ice-cold beer,
soft drinks and bottled water.
There will be an all-cash raffle,
games of chance, children’s games,
bingo, country store and music.
This event will be held rain or
shine. All proceeds from the event
will benefit Saint Columba and its
continued mission to be a light in
the heart of the Midway.
Admission to this event is free of

charge. More information visit
www.stcolumba.org

Rein in Sarcoma event
planned for July 26
On Monday evening July 26, from
6–9 p.m., the Karen Wyckoff Rein
in Sarcoma Foundation will cele-
brate its 10th Annual “Party in the
Park” event at the Cafesjian’s
Carousel at Como Park. The joyful
evening, presented this year by
CVS/Caremark, will offer fabulous
family fun for an expected gather-
ing of over 1,000 people, and will
include soulful music, children’s
games, magic and more. All is
available for a suggested donation
of $15 per person or $20 per fami-
ly. Also, you may win $1,000 or an
Apple iPad in the RIS Raffle, pur-
chase gorgeous sunflower posters
or t-shirts, and bid generously on
hundreds of amazing gifts and
experiences through the silent auc-

tion. Celebrate life, honor those
who have not lived, and support
cancer research. If you are interest-
ed in volunteering for this event
please contact Nancy Hendrickson
at 651-487-3031. To learn more,
visit www.reininsarcoma.org. 

Holy Childhood celebration
planned for August 8
Join school families, parishioners,
alums, neighbors and friends as we
celebrate Holy Childhood School
1947 though 2010 on Sunday,
August 8. The celebration will
begin with an Orchestral and
Choral Mass at 10 a.m. Following
the Mass there will be a picnic
lunch in the “pit” and Buchanan
Hall. The school will be open for
touring. Please RSVP to mcmadi-
gan@holychoodparish.org by July
31, 2010.

“Planet Zoom” VBS 
Aug. 1-5 at Central
Kids and parents are invited to trek
over to Central Lutheran School,
775 Lexington Street North just
south of Como Park, for a fun, free
picnic at 5 p.m. Sunday, August 1.
The picnic begins five evenings of
VBS (Vacation Bible School) led by
three Midway curches — Bethel
Lutheran, Jehovah Lutheran and St.
Stephanus Lutheran. The five-night
“Planet Zoom” study/craft/activity
sessions run from 6 - 8 p.m. and
conclude on Thursday, August 5,
with a gala, free family ice cream
social. Snacks will be served each
evening. Experienced teachers will
work with children 3 years through
fifth grade. For questions call
Director Ruth Seabaugh at 651-
488-6681 or Pastor Bob Benke at
651-644-1421.

St. Mark’s plans summer
musical Jack & the Giant'
St. Mark’s Children’s Theatre
announces the 19th annual sum-
mer musical, Jack & the Giant.
Seventy eight children from St.
Mark’s parish will sing and dance
their way into your hearts in this
classic fairy tale. The performances
are Friday, July 16 and Saturday,
July 17, at 7 p.m. in the Joseph
Meyer Gym at the corner of
Marshall and Prior Avenues. Tickets
are only $5 for adults and $3 for
children. Those under five are free.
Refreshments will be available. This
is great local entertainment!

Moms in Touch Prayer
Group at Jehovah
“Experience the joy of replacing
anxiety with peace and hope
when you pray with other moth-
ers,” says the Moms in Touch
prayer group, a world wide organ-
ization of women who join in

prayer for the needs of our stu-
dents, teachers and schools ask-
ing God’s blessing and guidance
in all things. One group is meet-
ing during the summer at
Jehovah Lutheran Church form
3:45 to 5 p.m. each Tuesday in
the lounge. All are welcome.
Jehovah is the Lutheran Church
on the corner of Snelling and
Thomas; please enter through the
1566 Thomas Street door.

Feast of Mary July 22
at Carondelet Center
Feast of Mary Magdalene at
Carondelet Center, Thursday, July
22, 7:30 a.m. at Carondelet
Center, free offering, no registra-
tion necessary. For more informa-
tion www.wisdomwayscenter.org

Spiritual Spa July 16
at Carondelet Center
Wisdom Ways Spiritual Spa, July
16, 9am-3pm at Carondelet
Center, free offering, no registra-
tion necessary. For more informa-
tion www.wisdomwayscenter.org

WISE Inc. presents
Cultural Art Imbizo
Please join WISE as we come to-
gether to celebrate friendship, soul,
and spirit at the Cultural Art Imbi-
zo.  WISE’s Cultural Art Imbizo re-
turns on Friday, August 6, from 4
p.m. to 8 p.m. at the park of Ham-
line Park Plaza, 570 Asbury Street.
A donation of $5 is suggested to
help underwrite the cost of this
event.

Hosted by the Women’s Initia-
tive for Self Empowerment (WISE)
Inc., this year’s event will also fea-
ture local artists, art workshops, in-
ternational food, entertainment,
silent auction, and games for chil-
dren.  This event is funded, in part,
by the Minnesota Arts and Cultural
Heritage Fund as appropriated by
the Minnesota State Legislature
with money from the vote of the
people of Minnesota on Novem-
ber 4, 2009.

For more information about
the Cultural Art Imbizo, visit
www.womenof wise.org.

Zion Lutheran Church
holds VBS July 27-28-29
Zion Lutheran church holds this
year VBS on July 27th, 28th and
29th between 6 p.m. and 8 p.m in
the evenings. Children will learn
Bible stories through music, story,
and art. This year theme is “High
Seas Expedition.” There will be
food, fun and games. Children
ages between 3 to 12 are welcome.

We also have a National
Night out Party on August 3rd 6
to 8 p,m. to connect with the com-
munity. Refreshments will be

served. There will be fun activities
for the kids.

We also supply food items on
Wednesdays between 2 to 3 p.m.
Every week the items will vary. It’s
free!

If you have any questions
regarding these events please call
Zion Lutheran church at 651-645-
0851. Zion Lutheran Church is
located on 1697 Lafond Avenue. 

Crossroads Elementary
holds a variety of
fundraisers
Crossroads Elementary School will
be having a variety of fundraisers
to raise additional funds to rebuild
our playground, which was burned
down by vandals in September
2009. In order to begin rebuilding,
we still need to raise an additional
$30,000. We are doing this
through a variety of fundraisers at
local restaurants as well as our
summer festival. We are having a
fundraiser for our playground at
Famous Dave’s Restaurant located
at 1930 West 7th Street, St. Paul,
MN 55116 on Thursday, July 15
and Wednesday, July 28 from 4pm
to 9pm each evening. Show your
support by joining us at Famous
Dave’s, picking up a ticket at the
Crossroads table on your way in-
side, and presenting it to the
cashier when you make your pur-
chase. A percentage of your pur-
chase will be donated to the Cross-
road’s Playground fund!

In addition, we have our
Summer Festival on Friday July 23,
2010 from 5 pm to 8 pm. The festi-
val will include live entertainment,
food, inflatable jumpers, a dunk
tank, games (including the cake
walk and pop toss) and much
more! Please join us - community

members, students, parents, family,
and friends are all welcome to
attend this fun-filled, fund-raising
event! For more information on
either of these events, please con-
tact Ms. Sylvia Perez at 651-767-
8547. 

‘Oliver’ performed at
Como Pavilion
St. Paul will be overrun with or-
phans and pickpockets this sum-
mer when Rosetown Playhouse
presents OLIVER! at the Como
Lakeside Pavilion for two week-
ends July 8-10 and July 15-17.

Originally placed in 19th-
century London, this is a univer-
sal story, whether set in the foggy
streets of London or the gritty
river town of St. Paul. 

After being branded a trou-
blemaker at the workhouse and
orphanage, Oliver (Skyler West),
escapes to the city where he
meets up with the streetwise Art-
ful Dodger (Jordan Reibe), the
sly Fagin (Paul Doude), the mer-
ciless Bill Sykes (Nick Miller),
and the motherly Nancy (Cather-
ine Glommen).

Director Margot Olsen leads
a large cast of 140, including 82
area children playing the roles of
orphans, urchins and precocious
pickpockets, performing such
timeless songs as Food, Glorious
Food, I’d Do Anything, Where is
Love?, Consider Yourself, As
Long As He Needs Me, Who Will
Buy and Reviewing the Situation.

Tickets can be purchased on-
line or over the phone or at the tick-
et booth on the night of perform-
ance. All seats are general admis-
sion. For more information, visit
www.rosetownplayhouse.org/tickets
or leave a message at 651-792-7414
ext. 2.
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Chicago
firm
Continued from page 10

approved June 23 by the Metro-
politan Council, including the
start of land condemantion or
eminent domain proceedings
to acquire property for the
Lowertown operations and
maintenance facility. The for-
mer Diamond Prod-
ucts/Gillette manufacturing
plant is eyed as the new opera-
tions and maintenance facility
site.

The council also approved
a subordinance funding agree-
ment with Ramsey County in
the amount of $350,000 for
work as part of Civil East. The
total St. Paul share of Central
Corridor funding was approved
in May, at a total of $17 mil-
lion for street improvements
and $5.2 million for the three
infill stations.

Yet another contract

awarded June 23 is for environ-
mental testing and monitoring
during Central Corridor con-
struction. The council awarded
that contract,  of up to
$800,000, to the Twin Cities
firm Braun Intertec. The firm
will test materials disurpted by
Central Corridor construction,
to determine whether there is
hazardous and/or contaminat-
ed material present.

More major bid awards are
coming down the tracks. Bids
for the heavy construction
work on the line’s western
three miles are to be opened
July 27. That contract is to be
awarded when the council
meets August 25. 

Fuhrmann asaid the proj-
ect is still on track to receive a
Full Funding Grant Agreement,
which will bring federal fund-
ing to the project, in the fall.
The cities and counties in-
volved in the Central Corridor
project have helped cover the
construction costs at this time,
in anticipation of being reim-
bursed later.



Sholom
Continued from page 6

Although no dates have been
set for the new owners to do an-
other presentation or meet with
the community, they will continue
to receive community feedback as
they determine construction costs,
do a market analysis, and design
the facility.

“We’ll continue to work with
the community and get something
that fits the neighborhood and
that gets their approval,” said
Pakonen. “We’ll seek community
input all the way through.”

Pakonen hopes to construct a
project that fits in the fabric of the
community.

“We want to have a high qual-
ity apartment building that fits in
the neighborhood in a positive
manner,” he said. “The Sholom
Organization was doing a good
job as neighbors. We hope to
maintain open communication
throughout the entire process.”
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Central Baptist Church
420 Roy Street N., St. Paul

651-646-2751
www.centralbaptistchurch.com

Dr. Ronald Saari, Senior Pastor

SUNDAYS AT CENTRAL
9:30 a.m. Coffee/Fellowship

10:00 a.m. Worship Service 

11:00 a.m. Congregational Dialogue 

WEDNESDAY NIGHT ACTIVITIES
Summer schedule

5:30-8:00 p.m. Youth Activities
7:00 p.m. Adult Bible Study - July and August

“Three Philosophies of Life” - Dr. Clarence Bass

See Website for details 1514 Englewood Avenue – St. Paul 651-645-0667

SUNDAY WORSHIP SCHEDULE
10:00 AM Worship
11:00 AM Hospitality 

Child Care Provided

h

Details on website:
www.hamlinechurch.org

HAMLINE CHURCH
United Methodist
A New Christian Community

(Price subject to change)

• We also buy copper, brass and
insulated wire.

• Pick up service for scrapmetal, and
more!

• We can help organize your can drive for
your church or school.

875 Prior Ave.
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Ramsey County Fair
held July 14-18
The 97th Annual Ramsey County
Fair will be held July 14-18. The
free admission fair is located in
Maplewood on White Bear Av. at
Frost. Now is the time to start
planning how you can participate
in the fair besides being a specta-
tor when that time comes. There
are many opportunities to exhibit
you skill or hobby at the fair– rib-
bons and prize money are given to
winners in horticulture, arts and
crafts, clothing, foods, photogra-
phy, home furnishings, etc. There
are youth and adult divisions for
the competition. Our web site will
give further details about entering
into the Talent Contest. Back for
another year are the Marionettes
from California, fireworks, open-
ing night parade, farmer for the
day children’s petting zoo, carnival
rides, bands and many food choic-
es. The Talent contest is open to
pre-teens, teens, and an open divi-
sion. Take advantage of the nearly
50% discount on carnival ride
tickets purchased before the fair
starts. Keep watching on the web
site “ramseycountyfair.com” for all
of the entertainment and educa-
tional opportunities. For more in-
formation call 651-770-2626.

www.MonitorSaintPaul.com



The Rice Street Branch Library
has many cool and fun events
planned in July. Please stop in and
visit us!

The Schiffelly Puppets will be
performing on Tuesday July 13;
and Bill the Juggler will be juggling
on Tuesday July 20. All programs
begin at 10:30 am and are part of
the St. Paul Public Library’s Sum-
mer Reading Program.

Chemists in the Library will
be visiting on Saturday July 24
from 1:30 to 3:30. Experience
hands-on chemistry activities de-
signed for children and their par-
ents. Volunteers will be on hand to
help with each activity. 

The Minnesota Percussion
Trio will perform Click Clack
Clunk on Monday July 26 at 7:00

pm. Learn how to make music us-
ing a five gallon bucket, some old
tin cans, spoons, sheets of paper
and more. Please call 651-558-
2223 to register for this free fami-
ly-friendly event.

The Kids’ Summer Reads pro-
gram will be offered Monday-
Thursday from 1:00-5:00. Join our
AmeriCorps VISTAs for crafts,
songs and many other reading-re-
lated activities.

Family story times will be of-
fered on Friday mornings at 10:30.
Join Rice Street’s storytelling ex-
perts for stories, finger plays,
rhymes, and songs. 

The Runescape Club will meet
on Tuesdays from 3:30-5:00. Each
week it’s nothin’ but Runescape.
Bring your friends!  

The Collector’s Corner Neigh-
borhood Trading Post will be open
Wednesdays from 4:00-7:00 and
Saturdays from 1:00-4:00. Bring a
tradable natural object to the li-
brary and volunteers from the Sci-
ence Museum of Minnesota will
help you learn more about it

Teen Time will be offered
Wednesdays from 3:30-5:00. Join
us for a rotating roster of activi-
ties each Wednesday! Video
games, board games, & crafts are
just a few of the activities teens can
do. 

Free Family Friendly Movie
Matinees will be shown Saturdays
at 2:00. Please stop in or call the li-
brary at 651-558-2223 to learn
which movie will be shown each
week.

The North End Book Club
will be discussing The Shack by
William P. Young on Monday July
28, from 12:45-2:30. For more in-
formation or to register, please call
Sandy at 651-293-8733. This
group is offered in partnership
with the Community Education
Senior Program.

The Community Education
Senior Program will offer comput-
er classes on Fridays in July from
10:15 to 12:15.  For more informa-
tion or to register, please call Sandy
at 651-293-8733. There is a fee for
each class.

Practice giving speeches and
making presentations in Spanish
with the Los Lagos Toastmasters
on Mondays from 6:00-7:30. Con-
tact Ralph at 651-730-9817 for

more information.
Free Foreclosure Counseling

will be offered by the Saint
Paul Department of Planning and
Economic Development on
Wednesdays from 12:30-6:30. No
appointment is necessary.

Free Job Search Assistance will
be offered on Fridays from 10:30-
12:30. A consultant from Good-
will-Easter Seals will provide help
with job applications and resumes.
Please call 651-558-2223 for more
information.

The Rice Street Library is locat-
ed at 1011 Rice Street between Law-
son and Hatch. Hours are Monday
and Wednesday, 12 pm-8 pm;
Tuesday 10 am-8 pm; Thursday,
Friday and Saturday, 10 am-5:30
pm; and Sunday 1 pm to 5 pm. 

Fall Sport Registration at North-
west Como Recreation Center be-
gins July 6 for soccer (ages 3-14)
and flag football (ages 7-10).
Registration will end on July
29th unless space is available.
Space is available on a first-come,
first-served basis. Register on line
at www.stpaul.gov/parks, at all
recreation centers in person, or
through the mail for all classes
and activities. No registration is
complete until fee is paid.  All re-
funds are subject to a $10 admin-
istrative charge, unless program
is cancelled. All refunds must be
initiated through the Recreation
Director.

Yoga for Caregivers Class is
for adults who look after their
kids, spouse, neighbor or any in-
dividual in need. In partnership
with the Como Park Living At
Home Block Nurse Program this
Yoga class will give you time to
exercise and distress. Bring a matt
and blanket to class. All levels are
welcome. Class begins Tues, June
29 from 6:30-7:30pm for 8 weeks
with a fee of $20.

C h e e r l e a d i n g
Dance/Tumbling Camp: An In-
troductory program designed for
children ages 4-8 years old. This
camp helps children explore
cheerleading, dance and tum-
bling in a fun and non-competi-
tive setting. No pressure, just lots
of fun while learning: mo-
tion/jump technique and side-
line/performance cheers, dance
routines. On final day partici-
pants will perform a cheerlead-
ing program in front of friends
and loved ones. Participants

should bring: appropriate cloth-
ing/shorts/t-shirt, two snacks and
a water-bottle, sun screen, and
tennis shoes. Participants will re-
ceive: pom-poms and sports un-
limited water bottle. Start Day:
July, 19–22, Time: 9:00 am-12:00
pm, Cost: $80, Ages: 4-8

Soccer Camp: This camp is
designed to introduce the sport
of soccer through skill develop-
ment and small group games.
Sports Unlimited staff will focus
on helping the children learn the
rules of soccer while working on
team play and sportsmanship.
Individual skills taught: shoot-
ing, passing, dribbling along
with learning the strategies of of-
fense and defense. Children will
be divided by age and skill level.
Staff to camper ratio is 10:1.
Please bring shin guards, water
bottle, sunscreen, snack and a
great attitude! Start Day: July,
19–22, Time: 1:00-4:00 pm,
Cost: $75, Ages: 6-12

Aero Space Engineering
Camp: This amazing class is a
journey into the world of Aero-
space engineering, and allows
student's minds to travel by land
and by air. Your student will
learn the fundamentals of build-
ing and engineering in this excit-
ing hands-on class. Student will
build, test, launch then cus-
tomize different projects while
exploring aerospace design. Stu-
dents will be building their own
models to take home including;
Hot air balloons, gliders, cars,
parachutes, and kites. We will use
a Hot air balloon launcher to
gracefully launch our balloon up.

We will conduct speed, distance,
and durability challenges to test
our other models. Start Day: July,
19-22 Time: 6:00-8:00 pm, Cost:
$25, Ages: 13-16

Como Neighbor Night Spe-
cial Event: Northwest Como
Recreation Center, District 10,
Coffee Grounds, and the Chelsea
Heights PTO will join together
for a fun evening of activities for
the whole family. The evening
will conclude with a Comcast
Movie in the Park Showing “The
Incredible Mr. Limpet” at sunset.
Start Day: Fri., July 23, Time:
5:30-11:00 pm, Cost: FREE, Ages:
All.

Mad Science: -My First Lab
Camp: From creepy crawling
things and fossils to bubbles and
experiments with air pressure,
preschool children discover a
wide variety of fascinating sci-
ence topics. Learning about
something new every day, chil-
dren perform experiments and
make fun take home projects.
Start Day: July, 26-29, Time: 9:00
am-12:00 pm, Cost: $105, Ages:
3.5-5.

Abrakadoodle: Princess,
Fairies, & Ballerinas (Girls Only)
Camp: We are offering this fa-
vorite little girl camp with lots of
new projects for 2010. We now
will also add an art day featuring
Ballerina art projects. We'll deco-
rate tiaras, create wands, make
model magic ballet slippers,
make a tutu, paint wooden jewel-
ry boxes, and more! Please bring
a favorite snack. Start Day: Aug,
2-5, Time: 10:00 am-12:30 pm,
Cost: $95, Ages: 3.5-6.

Flag Football Camp: This
camp is designed to introduce
the young athlete to the sport of
flag football through skill devel-
opment and small group games.
Sports Unlimited staff will focus
on helping the campers learn
the rules of flag football while
working on team play and
sportsmanship. Individual skills
taught: passing, catching, kick-
ing along with learning the
strategies of offense and defense.
Children will be divided by age
and skill level. Staff to camper
ratio is 1-10. Please bring a wa-
ter bottle, sunscreen, and a great
attitude! Start Day: Aug, 2 – 5,
Time: 1:00-4:00 pm, Cost: $75,
Ages: 6-12.

Art –Jewelry Making Class:
Learn how to handcraft your own
earrings, necklaces, bracelets, key
chains and more. Explore differ-
ent handcrafting techniques us-
ing different methods. All the
supplies and tools needed, will
be available at the sessions. Start
Day: Wed., Aug 4, Time: 6:30-
8:00 pm, Cost: FREE, Ages: 13-
16, Sessions: 3.

Video Game Animation Jr.
Camp: Dive into the world of
video game design and animation
by creating characters that dance,
sing and interact with one another.
Working in pairs students will add
sound effects and music clips to
create a dynamic video animation
game using Scratch, the innovative
programming language created
just for kids by the MIT media lab.
Learn to make 2D video games in
the hands-on class. Students in this
class will create 3-6 mini games.

Games created in class will be
available online or students can
bring in a USB drive for immediate
access. Games are uploaded to
www.computerexplorersmn.com/S
tudentWork. Start Day: Aug, 9–12,
Time: 10:30 am-12:30 pm, Cost:
$90, Grades: 1-3.

Digital Comic Book Design
and Graphics Camp: Write and
design your own comic book
tales about princesses, goblins,
genies, and princes. Create your
own characters (even scary look-
ing monsters!) for your comic
book scenes. Students working in
pairs will use innovative comic
book software, digital art and
photos to illustrate their story.
The completed creations can
then be posted to blogs and e-
mailed to friends, or printed in a
comic book form. Students must
bring a USB jump drive the last
day to take home their projects.

Start Day: Aug, 9–12, Time:
1:00-3:00 pm Cost: $90, Grades:
2-6

The City of Saint Paul has
great places to visit and fun activ-
ities for the whole family to en-
joy. Included among its facilities
are more than 170 parks and
open spaces, the Como Park Zoo
and Marjorie McNeely Conserva-
tory, a 9 hole and three 18 hole
golf courses, over 100 miles of
trails, indoor and outdoor pools,
a public beach, sports and aquat-
ics facilities, and wonderful
rental facilities for weddings, pic-
nics, and corporate events.

For more information about
Saint Paul Parks & Recreation vis-
it www.stpaul.gov/parks
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Northwest Como Rec schedules summer programming

July events at Rice Street Branch Library



Monitor Want Ads are now $1 per
word with a $10 minimum. Send
your remittance along with your
ad to Monitor Classifieds, Iris Park
Place, 1885 University Avenue, Ste.
#110, St. Paul, MN 55104.
Classifieds must be prepaid via
cash, check, or credit card.
Classified ads can be e-mailed to
denisw@aplacetoremember.com.
Want ads must be in the Monitor
before August 2 for the August 12
issue. Call 651-645-7045 for more
information. Your classified ad will
also be automatically placed on
the Monitor’s website at
www.MonitorSaintPaul.com

APPRAISAL PARTIES
Entertain-have fun. Raise money
for your charity. Bring favorite
collectibles. For information, call
Shannon 612-729-5910. 11-10

ADOPTION
Loving family looking to grow
through adoption. Please contact
Emily at 480-227-1377 or grow-
ingclovers@gmail.com 

BATHROOMS
Bathroom/kitchens!! Basement
finishing. Bad water pressure?
Sinks, toilets and tub/surrounds,
etc. Ceramic tile. Basement bath-
rooms installed. Call 612-275-
9815. 8-10

Need a handyman?? Any job, big
or small plumbing? Remodeling?
Decks? Etc. Call “Dynamo” Dave
612-701-2272. Competitive
prices! 12-10

CATERING
TST Catering & Ideal Hall, All
Occasions. 1494 No. Dale. 651-488-
0971. www.TSTcreativecatering.com
10-10

EMPLOYMENT
Position available for part-time
advertising representative with
the Monitor’s parent company,
deRuyter-Nelson Publications.
Must be highly motivated indi-
vidual with experience in sales.
Ideal for creative marketer strong
in telemarketing. Great potential
for self-starter. Work from the
comforts of home and set own
schedule. Send resume and letter

of application to Tim Nelson,
deRuyter-Nelson Publications,
1885 University Av. W., #110, St.
Paul, MN 55104. 

EBAY SALES
Contract with us to sell your busi-
ness overstock, belongings, vehi-
cles and real estate on eBay.
Shannon 612-729-5910.
www.personalpropertysolutions.
net 10-10

HANDYMAN
Need a handyman?? One call
does it all. Any job, big or small.
Plumbing? Remodeling? Don’t
tell my wife, but keeping your
house in tip-top condition is
more important than my own!
Call “Dynamo” Dave 612-701-
2272. 12-10

ANTIQUES
For Sale: Vintage 1900-1949
lights, house hardware, doors,
tubs, radiators, etc. Also furniture
hardware. 651-644-9270. 20% off
with ad. 6-10

HAULERS AND MOVERS
Will haul away and clean up
almost anything, or help you
move. Any day. 651-274-0263 or
651-373-6652. B-09

HOUSEKEEPING SERVICES
Great domestic employer, with 6
years of experience and excellent
references! Contact Carmen 651-
399-2857. 651-603-5146.6-10

LAWN CARE
Sorensen Lawn Care. Mowing,
spring and fall clean-ups, fertil-
ization, aeration and overseed-
ing. Emerald Ash Borer treat-
ment. Jeff. 651-695-1230. 7-10

CONTINUED ON PAGE 16

Page 15www.MonitorSaintPaul.com • Monitor • July 2010

STUMP REMOVAL
$59
Reliable, Insured.  

Call Pete: 612-703-6367

Any Day, Week, Month of the Year

651-274-0263 or 651-373-6652

We will Haul away and clean
up just about anything, or if

you need help moving

HAULERS & MOVERS

HARDWOOD FLOORS – 
Beautifully Refinished
1/2 the Cost & 
1 Day Service

WOOD FLOORS BY MCCORMICK
Call Leo at 488-1961

GARY’S AUTOMOTIVE REPAIR

455 ATWATER ST. • ST. PAUL, MN 55117
651-776-9088 • 651-487-3659

MANAGER
GARY NIPPOLDT

ASST. MANAGER
GREG NIPPOLDT

• Tire Repair
• Tune-Ups
• Brakes
• Exhaust

• Oil Changes
• Air Conditioning
• Computer Diagnosis
• General Repair

Phil
Larson
Construction
Family business since 1951

612-414-4612

Floyd Anderson
Concrete Construction

Steps, sidewalks, driveways, patios,
exposed aggregate patios, blockwork,
patching basement & garage floors.

Call 651 644-8567
LICENSED • BONDED • INSURED

S E R V I N G S T .  P A U L

FRANK’S HOME REPAIRS
Residential Projects / Repairs

Frank Durkin   •   651-276-7094

Carpentry - Sheetrocking
Concrete - Tile Work 
Electric - Plumbing

Exterior Drain Tile Systems
Decks - Fencing - Windows

Doors - Mold Abatement
Painting - Demolition - Landscaping

Tree Cutting - Clean-Ups and Hauling

CONCRETE
SIDEWALKS,
STEPS AND 

STUCCO REPAIR

GLASS BLOCK
WINDOW

good for basements
any size

CHIMNEY &
FIREPLACE

WORK
Call Mark Larson
651-642-5090
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Classifieds
Continued from page 15

NANNY
Experienced nanny looking for a full-
time or part-time summer position
in the Twin Cities. I am a middle
school teacher looking for a summer
job. I have nannied full-time for
three previous summers and have
cared for children from ages 2-14. I
am willing to work flexible hours
and work with any age children.
Please call 651-983-6364 or email
jessica.woulfe@gmail.com. BB-00

PAINTING
Interior/exterior painting, enam-
eling, plaster patching, free esti-
mates. Bob. 651-633-5565. 12-10

Painting – wallpaper removal.
Average 3 room paint job - $250.
Average house $650. Average
garage $250. Painter Jim 651-698-
0840. 8-10

All Seasons painting/repair.
Wood frames/stucco, power
washing. Window glazing.
Quality workmanship. Insured.
651-699-2832. 8-10

PIANO TUNING
Quality piano tuning and repair.
Reasonable rates. Call Robert
Clough @ 612-722-7586 or e-
mail: robtclough@aol.com. 12-10

PET SITTING
Wagner’s Pet Sitting. Walking –
Day and Overnight Care. 651-
771-0421. 9-10

SERVICES
RAM Handyman Services LCC.
Good service, reasonable rates, “no
job too small.” Rich – 651-485-9680
– or www.ramhandyman.com. 6-11

Need a handyman?? Any job, big
or small plumbing? Remodeling?
Decks? Etc. Call Dave 612-701-
2272. Competitive prices! 12-10

Save 20% furniture cleaning.
Also, carpet cleaning. Two rooms
$59.00 Dave 612-721-5105. 612-
636-3073. 12-10

Chimney Repairs—Phil Larson. A
family business since 1951. 612-
414-4612. 5-10-BB

SPECIAL EVENT
Meet and Greet with Twin Cities
Author Audrey McClellan. Author
of “O’Leary, Kat and Cary Grant“
Saturday, July 17, 2:00-4:00 pm
Java Train Café, 1341 Pascal St. N.
Proceeds go to Feline Rescue
www.felinerescue.org 7-10

TUTORS
Help children learn to read. Wanted:
caring adults (50+ yrs) to tutor K-3
students in Mpls and SP schools 4-
15 hrs/wk Sept-June. Training pro-
vided. Small stipend available for
those who qualify. Call now for fall
placement. 612-708-5933. 8-10

VACUUM CLEANER
Vacuum Cleaners: Sales, service
and supplies. Experts since 1952.
666 University @ Dale. 651-222-
6316. www.a-1vacuum.com 6-10

WANTED TO BUY
Paying the most cash for your fur-
niture, dishes, glassware, knick-
nacks, costume jewelry, antiques,
pictures, lamps, household items
etc. I make housecalls. Call Mary
Anne 612-729-3110.  9-10

Wanted to buy: Top cash paid,
older furniture, beer items, mis-
cellaneous antiques. 651-227-
2469. 12-10

Hmong film
Continued from page 11

His newborn grandson also un-
derwent heart surgery and was
hospitalized for a month.

Seraye said that Nhia Nou
Xiong, a cinematographer and
producer, has a son battling can-
cer, and it is really difficult for
him to put time and effort into
the film, but he has done so.

“Sakee Xiong, the editor and
other cinematographer, works all
the time, non-stop,” Seraye
added. “He would be at a loca-
tion at 8 a.m. and shoot all day
until midnight. Then he would
leave and shower and go to work
at another job, with no sleep.”

“A lot of sacrifices have been
made for this film,” Seraye said.
“The film is about accomplish-
ments through challenges and
opposition. These are extremely
dedicated people.”

And none more dedicated
than Xiong, according to Seraye.

Xiong works in Rochester
full-time in federal law enforce-
ment.

“Billy has driven back and
forth from Rochester after work
and on weekends,” Seraye said.
“Billy has made the most sacri-
fices. He has so much invested in
this. Most people would have giv-
en up.”

For Xiong, it has been his
dream to be a film director and
story-teller. 

“I want to try and tell a story
by motion picture,” he said.
“Since I was little, I thought about
being an actor.”

Xiong was born in Laos and
raised in a camp In Thailand. He
grew up watching films at the
camp, mostly martial arts and ac-

tion films. He came to the United
States at age 17, speaking a little
English he had learned in the
camp.

Xiong took acting and danc-
ing classes while attending college
in Ladysmith, WI, and acted in
two projects. He has already com-
pleted two films, action and dra-
ma pieces. 

“The hardest part of the film-
ing is time,” he noted. “Every-
body works, and a scene involves
three or four people. When one is
available, another is not.”

He said doing an independ-
ent film also presents difficulties
in lack of high-end equipment
and lighting. But what might be
lacking in funding is compensat-
ed by the drive of all those in-
volved in the filmmaking.

Xiong said most of his family
supports his dream. His brothers,
while still living in Thailand,
helped him with his previous
films. They have since moved to
the United States and help as
much as they can, but are raising
families and don’t have much
time to invest. 

For Xiong, after his regular
job ends, he reads and re-reads

the script, does all the planning,
contacts people and calls and
does e-mail.

“I filmed in the Twin Cities
because most of my cast and
helpers live here,” he said. 

He said another difficulty the
filming presents is that he does
not want to do anything that dis-
respects his culture. And he is not
that familiar with the American
culture. 

“I have one foot on two
boats,” he said. “I am still learn-
ing the American culture, while
drawing on the traditions of my
own.”

The film is scheduled to be
completed in the spring, and dis-
tribution is planned through flea
markets and festivals.

“There are festivals ready for
us as soon as we’re done,” Seraye
said. 

“My goal, like the director
Robert Rodriguez, is to be an ac-
tion director, but in the Hmong
film industry,” Xiong said. “I
hope that Hmong filmmakers can
reach out to the mainstream,
sharing our story with our com-
munity but also throughout the
world.” 

The film is scheduled to be completed in the spring, and distribution is
planned through flea markets and festivals. Above, Daniel Xiong and
Nou Zheng Vue perform a martial arts move from the upcoming film,
while Rocky Her watches in the background. (Photo by Liberty Willms)


