
By JAN WILLMS
Calling it emotionally the

hardest decision she has ever had
to make professionally, St. Paul
Public Schools’ (SPPS) Supt. Vale-
ria Silva nonetheless said it was
the right decision to end the high
school program at Arlington.

After more than a week of
meetings with parents and school
board members and hearing testi-
mony from students, Silva’s rec-
ommendation to change the
school’s population was approved
by the SPPS board April 21.

“It’s not a decision you want
to make in your first three
months as Superintendent,” Silva
said. 

Juniors at Arlington will still
be allowed to graduate from Ar-
lington next spring as the final
graduating class. However, that
program will not be offered if
fewer than 150 students have
signed up for it by May 14.This
fall, Washington Technology Mid-
dle School will move its opera-
tions into the Arlington building
at 1495 Rice St.

Washington Middle School
will continue the BioSMART pro-
gram that was in place at Arling-
ton, operating with a focus on
technology. The building will
house students in grades 7-10 as
well as Arlington’s last senior
class. The BioSMART program
will grow a grade level a year to
become a 7-12 program. 

“We wanted to replicate the
program that was successful in
Arlington,” Silva said. 

“If I had a kid starting 7th
grade, I would put him in that

program in a second,” Silva stat-
ed. “It is hands-on, modern tech-
nology; an opportunity to take
college credits for free and a
beautiful school in a nice part of
town. As a parent, it would be my
first choice.”

The decision to transition Ar-
lington came about in part be-
cause of the steady decline in stu-
dent population. Arlington has
been running at 35 per cent of its
capacity, and Silva said that could

not continue.
“Only 90 ninth-grade stu-

dents had selected Arlington as
their first choice for fall 2010,”
Silva said. “A freshman class of 90
cannot sustain a comprehensive
high school program.”

Silva said that the discontin-
uation of Arlington High School,
relocating some schools and co-
locating others is necessary to fo-
cus the school district’s limited
resources and provide for the suc-
cess of its students.

“The whole idea of change
improves the quality of education
and offers more resources with

co-locations,” she said. “A school
that has had a nurse one day a
week, by joining with another
school at one location, may have
the nurse three times a week.”

“The schools can have music
and physical education programs
in rotation,” Silva continued. 

She said that science is hard
to teach in elementary school,
but that her goal is that every
school have a science specialist in
the future.

Silva said that because of
budget cuts, the district may do
fewer things but do them deeper
and better. She said the schools
need to standardize and articulate
the programs better. 

“The staff is working toward
the best practice we can provide,”
Silva noted.

As an example, she said that
once students reach the sixth
grade, reading classes have not
been provided.

“It has been assumed that
middle school students could
read,” she said, although that has
not always been the case.”Next

year we hope to have reading
classes in all the high school and
middle schools, reading teachers
teaching reading.”

She said that although stu-
dents may know how to do
math, if they can’t read the prob-
lems they cannot succeed in that
area. 

“This is a national issue,” Sil-
va said, referring to reading diffi-
culties. “We teach students how
to break down a sentence and fo-
cus more on the language arts,
but we don’t teach reading.” 

Silva also stressed the impor-
tance of ELL education. She said
St. Paul graduates more students
who are second language learners
than anywhere else in the state.

Regarding administrative
cuts, Silva said that many of the
instructors who worked with the
Arlington BioSMART program
may be rehired by Washington
Middle School. However, new
teachers in the district may have
to be cut. 

With a deficit caused by de-
clining enrollment, rising food
and fuel prices and wage and
benefit increases, tough decisions
are going to have to continue to
be made, according to Silva. But
by making use of empty or
sparsely filled buildings, she sees
hope for the future

“I want schools to be the
center of the community,” she
said. “I am open, for example, to
putting a dental clinic in a part of
a school. We need to utilize the
buildings.”
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“It’s not a decision you want to make
in your first three months as

Superintendent.”
- St. Paul Superintendent Valeria Silva

Board approves closure 
of Arlington High School;
Washington Middle School
to move into site

After more than a week of meetings with parents and school board members and hearing testimony from students, Supt. Valeria Silva decided to end the
high school program at Arlington. Above, students Mai Kao Vang and Seng Vang sit outside the entrance to Arlington.



Page 2 May 2010 • Monitor • www.MonitorSaintPaul.com 

1885 University Ave. 
St. Paul, MN 55104 

651-645-7045

Publishers:

Calvin deRuyter, Tim Nelson

Managing Editor: 

Denis Woulfe

Advertising: 

Denis Woulfe
Dennis Stern (651-452-5324)

Photographers:

Liberty Willms
Andrew Fossbinder

Production/Illustrations:

Bob Wasiluk

Contributing Writers:

Iric Nathanson, Deborah Brotz, 
Jane McClure, Krista Finstad Hanson, 
Jan Willms, Sherri Moore,  

Now, communicate with the Mon-
itor electronically!

Now it’s easier than ever to keep in touch
with the Monitor. Letters to the editor
and news releases for publication can be
sent via e-mail at
denisw@aplacetoremember.com. Be sure
to send copy in the body of the e-mail,
and please mark whether the copy is a
letter, a news release for publication, or
perhaps just your thoughts on the last is-
sue. Don’t forget to write!

And check us out on the web at:
www.MonitorSaintPaul.com

The Monitor  is a monthly community
publication in the Midway, Como and
North End areas of St. Paul, owned and
operated by deRuyter-Nelson Publica-
tions, Inc. All correspondence should
be sent to the Monitor, 1885 University
Ave., #110, St. Paul, MN 55104. Editori-
al and advertising offices can be
reached at 651-645-7045. Our fax num-
ber is 651-645-4780.  

All rights reserved. The contents of the
Monitor cannot be reproduced without
express written permission of the pub-
lisher. Copyright ©2008.

Parks and rec plan
needs public input
A proposed system-wide parks
and recreation plan needs public
input, St. Paul parks and Recre-
ation has announced. The public
can comment on the proposed
plan at upcoming meetings. A
consultant will work with city
staff on the draft plan, which will
be ready in October or Novem-
ber.

In a letter, Parks and Recre-
ation Director Mike Hahm said,
“As you know very well, we are in
challenging economic times.
This has no doubt affected your
household budget, changed how
you think about home improve-
ments or vacations, and possibly
even made you adjust your long-
term plans. I am also sure you
understand that city government
must do the same reassessment
of its practices and facilities.”

Hahm went on to note that
the city’s parks and recreation
system must change. “It is be-
coming increasingly difficult to
pay for the facilities we have, and
many of these facilities do not
meet the needs of current park
users. The system can either
change in an incremental, piece-
meal way, or the Parks and Recre-
ation Department can plan the
whole system for the future. The
Department has chosen to plan,
in order to better meet the needs
of the whole city for decades to
come.” 

Area neighborhoods have
seen several recreation centers
closed or farmed out to nonprof-
its in recent years. South St. An-
thony, Orchard, Griggs, Desnoyer
and Dunning are now occupied
by non-profit groups, although
there is still public use of out-
door facilities. Front and Sylvan
are among the area’s closed recre-
ation centers. Plans there call for
demolishing buildings and im-

proving outdoor facilities.
Any plan will have to go to

the Parks Commission and City
Council for approval.

All the meetings will be held
from 6:30 p.m. - 8:30 p.m. with a
short presentation at 7:15 p.m.
The dates and locations for the
open houses are: 
• May 19th - Oxford Community
Center/Jimmy Lee Recreation
Center, 270 Lexington Parkway
North 
• May 24th - Wellstone Commu-
nity Center/El Rio Vista Recre-
ation Center, 179 Robie Street
East 
• May 26th - Phalen Recreation
Center, 1000 East Wheelock Park-
way 
• June 3rd - North Dale Recre-
ation Center, 1414 St. Albans
Street North 
• June 9th - Hillcrest Recreation
Center, 1978 Ford Parkway 

The content and activities will
be the same at each of the meet-
ings so you can attend the one that
best meets your schedule and loca-
tion. Comments will also be
sought on the city’s Web site.

Sustainable St. Paul
awards presented
Area groups and projects were
among those honored April 28
when the St. Paul city Council
and Mayor Chris Coleman pre-
sented the annual Sustainable St.
Paul awards. “These ten recipi-
ents represent the best in sustain-
able initiatives for this past year,”
Coleman said. “Their dedication
to making our environment bet-
ter every day is an attitude I
greatly admire. I am happy to be
giving these awards to people
and efforts that continue to make
Saint Paul a national leader on
environmental policy.” 

The winners include the
Como Woodlands Outdoor
Classroom Advisory Committee,

which won the Green Spaces
Award–honoring community
groups and residents who
replant, restore, and reclaim the
urban environment into opportu-
nities for the social and physical
renewal. The committee is com-
mitted to transform nearly eight-
een acres of degraded parkland
within Como Regional Park into
the Como Woodland Outdoor
Classroom.  As advisory commit-
tee members worked tirelessly to
clean up the Como Woodlands,
they recognized the ever-decreas-
ing rate of environmental literacy
among Saint Paul schoolchildren,
and realized that the addition of
an outdoor classroom in Saint
Paul could play a significant role
in reversing this trend. The com-
mittee works with Saint Paul stu-
dents to restore parkland and to
provide recreational and educa-
tional opportunities for local res-
idents. 

Two projects advance
in North End
Two North End redevelopment
projects are moving ahead, with
approval of zoning changes by the
St. Paul City Council. On April 21
the council gave final approval to
a request from New Harmony As-
sisted Living to rezone property at
130 Rose Av. from single-family to
multi-family residents. The rezon-
ing will allow for the New Har-
mony nursing home to build as-
sisted living units and parking fa-
cilities next door.

No one objected to the re-
zoning at a public hearing earlier
this spring. The St. Paul Planning
Commission and District 6 Plan-
ning Council recommended ap-
proval of the rezoning.

The second request was the
topic of a public hearing April;
21. Ted and Lynn LLC won a pre-
liminary City Council nod to re-
zone property on Hawley Street
from residential to traditional
neighborhoods or TN use. The

company owns Hamernick’s, a
longtime Rice Street decorating,
paint and floor covering store.
Hamernick’s plans to build a
large new showroom and retail
store on a former rental business
property. 

No one appeared at the City
Council public hearing to op-
pose the zoning change. It will
now go through a series of read-
ings to be finalized. Ward Five
Council Member Lee Helgen is
working with city officials to see
if building permits for the project
can proceed quickly.

The St. Paul Planning
Commission and District 6
Planning Council recommended
approval of the rezoning.

University Avenue 
project underway
Photos in windows and on the
sides of buildings all along Uni-
versity Avenue are just part of
photographer Wing Yung Huie’s
University Avenue project. Huie’s
photos are also part of an exhibit
with music every night through
Oct. 31.

St. Paul City Council ap-
proved a sound variance for the
music April 21; at 1433 Universi-
ty Av. Huie’s images will be pro-
jected onto a screen there most
evenings starting at twilight, for
two hours each night. Images are
also shown on a stack of freight
containers at the front of the
property. The property is vacant.
It was a motor vehicle sales lot
for many years.

The sound level variance is-
sued by the city calls for the mu-
sic to end no later than 11:30
p.m. Music will begin at 7 p.m.
May 29, June 26, July 31, Aug.
28, Sept. 25 and Oct. 30 and end
no later than 11:30 p.m. The vari-
ance was sought by Public Art St.
Paul. Neighbors of the property
were contacted.
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By ELIZABETH MCLISTER
Who Wants To Be A Million-

aire? I’ll give you a few hints: he’s
an animated minister with a pas-
sion for trivia and a penchant for
argyle sweaters  – and he may be
your neighbor. On May 24th and
25th, Jehovah Lutheran Church’s
own Pastor Bob Benke will appear
in the hot seat on Who Wants To
Be A Millionaire with Meredith
Viera. Between 5 p.m. and 8 p.m.
on May 25th Jehovah Lutheran
will host a special viewing of the
show at their Snelling and
Thomas location. Partygoers are
encouraged to pay $8.00 for ad-
mission and refreshments.

Benke brims with enthusiasm
when asked about this unique ex-
perience. “It has been our prayer
that something as serendipitous
as an appearance on Who Wants
To Be A Millionaire will give the
ministries we foster greater visibil-
ity and invite people to come and
join our family of faith!”

“Pastor Bob” may appreciate
a good game show but he takes
his faith seriously. Over the years
this Milwaukee, WI native has
worn many hats in service to his
Lutheran values, from grade
school teacher to choir director to
mentor. Benke and his family
moved to the Midway in 1999
when he was installed as Campus
Pastor at Concordia University.
He currently serves as Jehovah
Lutheran Church’s fifth full-time
pastor, a post he’s held since
2003. 

Jehovah Lutheran Church has
exerted a strong influence on the
Midway Community since 1923.
The “big box” of a church on the
corner of Snelling and Thomas is
home to many groups aside from
its traditional congregation,
among them the Mykane Jesus
Ethiopian Church, Rainbow
Childhood Development Center,
and the Lutheran Counseling
Center. 

What compelled Pastor
Benke to enter the running for
Who Wants to be a Millionaire?
Twenty-one months ago Prior
Lake’s Mystic Lake Casino adver-
tised open testing for the show. At
the insistence of his wife and chil-
dren, Benke applied. He rose at
5:00 a.m. on his day off, stood in
line for two hours alongside 1600
other hopefuls, and dutifully took
the two required tests (one on
movie trivia, the other general
knowledge).

Benke failed the movie por-
tion but passed the general
knowledge segment without trou-
ble. Upon learning that his foot
was in the door, he submitted two
brief interviews and headed home
again. Two weeks later a postcard
arrived with news that Benke had
made it into the contestant pool,
where he could expect to remain
for about two years. 

Benke went wild cramming
facts, signing up for online trivia

quizzes, and practicing daily
crossword puzzles but he cut back
on these activities after about six
months had passed. He was sur-
prised when the show contacted
him again in November of last
year. A whirlwind of preparations
ensued and taping commenced
two weeks after that fateful phone
call. 

Selection for the contestant
pool is a major achievement rela-
tive to the number of people who
attempt it. Of the 20,000 individ-
uals who take the tests every year
1,000 pass and only 300 appear
on the show. 

Those who know Benke re-
gard him as something of a trivia
hound but he certainly had his in-
securities. “I have always loved
trivia but I had no expectation of
actually being a contestant on this
famous and challenging game
show . . . . I was terrified I’d freeze
up and walk away with nothing!”

We’ll have to wait to learn

how much (if anything) the pas-
tor walked away with – he’s
vowed to keep mum about the re-
sults until after the program airs.
However, Benke is candid about
how he may spend his winnings.
“My wife and I have always given
a tithe to the congregations or
university where I’ve served in
ministry. It is really fun to think of
the difference such a blessing
might bring.” Benke may also
contribute to other ministries and
the international group Lutheran
World Relief. With a son at Con-
cordia Academy, a daughter fresh

out of Concordia University, and
another son in graduate school,
Benke says if he wins he’ll be
obliged to pay back personal
debts too.

Regardless of the show’s out-
come, Pastor Bob raves about par-
ticipating on Who Wants to be a
Millionaire. “It really was life-af-
firming and rather unexpected at
age 56.”

In addition to the May 25th
Jehovah Lutheran event, many
other viewing parties are in the
works. Pockets of Benke’s friends,
family, and former colleagues

plan to convene in Marshall, MI,
Melrose Park, IL, New York City
and elsewhere. Because Benke’s
mother has been critically ill of
late, he and his family may view
the first screening (which will fall
on her 98th birthday) with her in
Milwaukee.

Be sure to tune in on May
24th and May 25th to find out if
one of our own has become a mil-
lionaire! For information on Jeho-
vah Lutheran Church and Pastor
Bob Benke, call the church office
at 651-644-1421 or visit
www.jehovahlutheran.org. 
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Jehovah Lutheran
Pastor Bob Benke
to appear on 'Who
Wants To Be A 
Millionaire'

On May 24th and 25th, Jehovah Lutheran Church’s own Pastor Bob Benke will appear in the hot seat on "Who
Wants To Be A Millionaire" with Meredith Viera. (Photo by Katie Benke)



By JANE MCCLURE
A request to rezone the for-

mer Minnehaha Lanes site is
rolling toward the St. Paul City
Council, with a recommendation
of approval from the Planning
Commission May 7. The request
to rezone the old bowling alley
property from commercial to light
industrial use is seen as creating
jobs for Frogtown and surround-
ing neighborhoods. The redevel-
opment effort is led by the St. Paul
Port Authority, which will redevel-
op and the sell the 4.1 acre parcel
to a new owner or owners.

The ell-shaped site is bound-
ed by Pierce Butler Route, Milton
Street, the northern boundary of
Minnehaha Business Center and
Chatsworth Street. Addresses
along Seminary, Milton and Hub-

bard would be rezoned and Semi-
nary and Hubbard vacated on the
site. The property has been cleared
and is vacant. It is fenced and has
been seeded with grass as an inter-
im measure.

However, the owners of Min-
nehaha Business Center, the strip
mall south of the site, oppose the
rezoning. They question how adja-
cent industrial use, even light in-
dustrial use, will affect their at-
tempts to revitalize the strip mall.
They are already affected by site
changes that impact access to
parking and the businesses.

At the April 29 Planning
Commission Zoning Committee
meeting, Minnehaha Center attor-
ney Tim Keane said the business
center has filed a claim in Ramsey
County District Court to challenge

the process used to develop the
site and the street vacation re-
quest. He said it is premature to
rezone the property when the legal
dispute hasn’t been resolved and
asked the Planning Commission
to postpone rezoning.

Keane said his clients weren’t
consulted by the Port to discuss
the intended zoning change and
vacation of streets, which will
have an impact on the center. He
said the business center and its
tenants have been “severely bur-
dened” by the redevelopment to
the north. There are also ques-
tions about an easement agree-
ment allowing shared parking.

Keane said his clients are also
worried about compatibility of
their center with any future indus-
trial use to the north.

But Kelly Warden of the Port
said the development agency is
working with the business center
owners to resolve their concerns.
The parking area that is covered
by the easement agreement is
owned by the Port and will con-
tinue to be available for the center
as well. 

Because of the legal dispute,
Warden said she couldn’t go into
too much detail about some issues
raised by Keane. But she said the
intent is to create jobs and a new
development that will be compati-
ble with the surrounding area.

Planning Commission mem-
bers agreed with Warden that the
only issue they are to decide is the
rezoning request and that the le-
gal issues need to play out on
their own.

City staff recommended ap-
proval of the rezoning, noting
that there is industrial zoning
north of the property along Pierce
Butler. City Planner Luis Pereira
said the site has been zoned for
commercial use for more than 50
years. Prior to 1957 parts of the
site served as a city dump. Some
longtime Frogtown residents said
part of the property was swamp
before that.

The site has been part of the
shopping center area for many
years but the center has struggled
over the past two decades. A su-
permarket, drugstore and other
businesses have moved out in re-
cent years. Currently the largest
tenant is Family Dollar.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 5
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Rezoning request for 
Minnehaha Lanes rolls 
toward City Council

A request to rezone the former Minnehaha Lanes site is rolling toward the St. Paul City Council, with a recommendation of approval from the Planning Commission May 7. The ell-shaped site is
bounded by Pierce Butler Route, Milton Street, the northern boundary of Minnehaha Business Center and Chatsworth Street. (Photos by Andrew Fossbinder)
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On June 4, students, staff, friends
and community members will
gather at Longfellow Humanities
Magnet school to celebrate 127
years of continuous service to the
Merriam Park neighborhood and
the City of Saint Paul. Take part
in the festivities, Thursday, June
4, 2010, 6-8:30 p.m. at Longfel-
low Humanities Magnet, 318
Moore Street in Saint Paul.

Longfellow Humanities
Magnet, one of Saint Paul Public
Schools, will close its doors on
June 11, 2010, as a result of de-
clining enrollment and budget.

“Amidst the fond memories
and the bitter sweet feelings of
seeing a long education tradition

come to a close, members of the
Longfellow community can feel a
real sense of accomplishment,”
said Principal Mark Vandersteen,
who has led the school for the
past five years. “Longfellow has
enjoyed a great and long history
of preparing young children for
their futures. It is with great pride
and joy that we can look back to-
gether, celebrate our accomplish-
ments and pay tribute to this
beloved school.”

Events begin at 6 p.m. with a
short program at 7:30 p.m. Light
refreshments will be served and
exhibits documenting the
school’s history will be on dis-
play. In addition, a brief history

of the school is included on the
following page.

For those planning to attend,
please RSVP by May 14 by calling
Longfellow Humanities Magnet
at 651-293-8725, RoseMary Cam-
pos at 651-455-3935 or online at
www.facebook.com – go to
“Longfellow School St. Paul -
Celebrating 127 Years.”

For more information on the
June 4 events, please call Rose-
Mary at 651-455-3935.

For more information on the
school history, please call Mark
Vandersteen at 651-293-8725.

Longfellow 
History
The name Longfellow honors
the American poet Henry
Wadsworth Longfellow (1808-
1882).

The first school bearing the
Longfellow name, a three room
brick school at the corner of Pri-
or and Iglehart Avenues in the
village of Merriam Park, opened
for classes in 1883.  In those
days, Merriam Park was a sepa-
rate village just west of the capi-
tal City of Saint Paul, a budding
railroad hub and future gateway
to the Northwest. The school be-
came part of the Saint Paul Pub-
lic School system in 1885 when
the village of Merriam Park was
annexed by the City of Saint
Paul.  

In 1887, a larger school was

completed on the corner of Igle-
hart and Prior Avenues.  The
original three-room school had
been moved to the corner of
Iglehart and Cleveland to make
way for the new school. 

The 1887 structure served
until 1974 when a new Longfel-
low school opened its doors at
318 Moore Street, immediately
north of the old building.  The
1887 building was demolished
later that year.  

In 1921, the nation’s first
school patrol was created at
Longfellow, following an inci-
dent several years earlier when a
student ran in front of a car be-
cause he was afraid to cross the

street with an adult policeman.
In the summer of 1985,

Longfellow was remodeled and
reopened in the fall as Longfel-
low Humanities Magnet school
serving kindergarten through
eighth grade. Grades seven and
eight were later discontinued.

A 1999, an addition added
three rooms to the southeast cor-
ner of the building, with a
kindergarten addition added to
the northwest corner a few years
later. 

Due to declining enrollment
and tight district budgets, the
Saint Paul Board of Education
voted to close the school in July
2009.
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Minnehaha
Lanes
rezoning
Continued from page 4

The bowling alley was hit
hard when the citywide smoking
ban was implemented a few years
ago.

Ways to redevelop the site, as
well as the surrounding area, have
been discussed for many years. At
one point a church wanted to buy
and redevelop the entire block.
Other industrial and even recre-
ational uses have also been sug-
gested.

Since 2008 District 7 Plan-
ning Council and neighbors have
met with the Port Authority to
discuss the current plans and have
been in support of redevelopment
that would create new jobs. The
site has room for a light industrial
or warehouse building of about
67,000 square feet. Depending on
the use there, between 50 to 100
jobs could be created.

“We have had a positive re-
sponse from the community,”
said Warden. Before the property
is sold to a new owner, the Port
would work to make sure an envi-
ronmentally sustainable, attractive
and well-landscaped building is
erected. Uses would be restricted
for compatibility with the neigh-
borhood. For example, no outside
storage would be allowed. Nor
would industries with auto-relat-
ed uses be allowed. The condi-
tions, called restrictive covenants,
would be conditioned as part of
the land sale and would not be
part of the zoning change as the
city legally cannot place condi-
tions on property when it is re-
zoned.

Longfellow Humanities Magnet celebrates 127 years

The first school bearing the Longfellow name, a three room brick school at
the corner of Prior and Iglehart Avenues in the village of Merriam Park,
opened for classes in 1883. In those days, Merriam Park was a separate vil-
lage just west of the capital City of Saint Paul, a budding railroad hub and
future gateway to the Northwest.

On June 4, students, staff, friends and community members will gather at
Longfellow Humanities Magnet school to celebrate 127 years of continuous
service to the Merriam Park neighborhood and the City of Saint Paul.



In a minute
Continued from page 2

Bill Gunther of the city’s
licensing staff said that sound levels
will be monitored and that the city
will investigate if there are any com-
plaints.  No one appeared at the
public hearing to object to the vari-
ance, although some neighbors
attended to learn more.
Representatives of the project were
on hand to explain their work and
answer questions.

Rice-Maryland work
continues
Work to rebuild the Maryland-Rice
intersection continues. The St. Paul
City council voted unanimously
April 28 on agreements to secure
permanent and temporary ease-
ments for two properties, at 90 W.
Maryland and 99-121 W. Maryland.

The council agreed to com-
pensation levels for the property
owners, who will lose small pieces
of frontage along Maryland and at
the corner. The compensation also
covers slightly larger temporary
construction easements. The coun-
cil action pays the property owners
a total of $13,600. One property is
a home and the other is the shop-
ping center at the northeast corner
of Rice and Maryland.

Properties west of Rice Street
have already been acquired and
demolished in recent years, includ-
ing a former bar and a barber shop.
But any work east of Rice involves
existing property owners. 

- Compiled by Jane McClure

A local volunteer group, the Como
Woodland Advisory Committee
(CWAC), received a 2010 Sustain-
able Saint Paul Award in the
Green Spaces category on April 28.
The members of the CWAC have
been developing and steering the
Como Woodland Outdoor Class-
room (CWOC) project and work-
ing on the project site since 2006. 

The CWAC were one of ten
groups to be presented an award
by Mayor Chris Colman at a cere-
mony in Saint Paul City Council

Chambers. Ward 4 Councilman,
Russ Stark, introduced the four
committee members who accept-
ed the award: Ann Heyer, CWAC
chair; Alison Bunge, project advi-
sor; Deb Robinson, project
founder; and Ann WhiteEagle,
project advisor. The CWAC is hon-
ored to have their grassroots, com-
munity-based project recognized
by the City of Saint Paul.  

The Como Woodland Out-
door Classroom project site is a
17.75-acre woodland located in

the southwest corner of Como
Park. The site was the last large
woodland left in Como Park and a
group of local residents wanted it
to remain woodland.  

CWAC, Como Park Sr. HS stu-
dents and teachers, District 10 En-
vironment Committee members,

City of Saint Paul Park & Recre-
ation’s Natural Resources Depart-
ment, and hundreds of communi-
ty volunteers, all pitched in to
help clean up the site, remove in-
vasive species – now the site is be-
ing used for field studies by local
students. CWAC members secured

funds for a master plan, environ-
mental field study equipment, a
biological survey, and restoration
of an on-site historical memorial.
However, the work of woodland
restoration has just begun.  For
more information about the
CWAC: www.comowoodland.org
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We’ll make your payments

From left to right: Councilman Russ Stark, Ann Heyer, Alison Bunge, Deb Robinson, Ann WhiteEagle, and Mayor
Chris Coleman. (Photo by Matt Schmitt)

Como Park 
neighborhood 
group receives 
Sustainable 
Saint Paul Award

Arlington
closure
Continued from page 1

Silva said the school board
had been very gracious in work-
ing with her on the issue of the
changes at Arlington. 

“The reality is that this was
long due,” she said. 

Silva added that she feels re-
ally blessed that Mayor Chris

Coleman is working so closely
with public education. 

“The City Council and the
County have also been helpful,”
she said, “in finding resources. It
already feels invigorating.”

Silva is also pleased with the
strong connection the new police
chief, Tom Smith, has to the
school system.

“He has been a mentor at
Humboldt for three years,” she
said. She said the hope is for the
school and community and agen-
cies to promote prevention rather
than intervention of problems.

Silva stressed the importance
of listening to parents and stu-
dents and focusing on how to do
more with less. She said the cur-
rent changes, difficult though
they may be, will lead the way to
providing a world class educa-
tion.

Next year Washington Middle
School will be housed on the Arling-
ton Senior High site. (Photo by An-
drew Fossbinder)



By JANE MCCLURE
Redevelopment of a long-va-

cant 4.5 acre parcel south of Mid-
way Center hinges on placement
of a free-standing business sign
near the corner of Pascal and St.
Anthony avenues. On a 4-3 vote
May 3 the St. Paul Board of Zon-
ing Appeals (BZA) approved a
22.5-foot height variance to allow
a 60-foot tall business sign there.

The sign variance is granted
to Midway Center owner RK Mid-
way with the condition that the
sign only be for a new business
that is negotiating for the long-va-
cant lot at the northwest corner of
Pascal and St. Anthony avenues.
The main sign face and two
smaller “tag” signs below it would
be for that business only.

Negotiations are underway
with a potential new business for
the vacant lot, said RK Midway
representative Paula Maccabee.
But one pre-condition of a lease is
that the business has a sign visi-
ble from the Interstate 94 trench.
Recently adopted city sign regula-
tions restrict the maximum height
there to 37.5 feet.

The variance can be appealed
to the St. Paul City Council within
10 days. Scenic St. Paul activist and
Merriam Park resident Jeanne
Weigum, who testified against the
sign at a previous BZA hearing,
has offered to pay for an appeal by
Union Park District Council (UP-
DC). UPDC voted May 5 to file an
appeal of the BZA decision. Last
month the UPDC Land Use Com-
mittee recommended denial of the
variance request.

Several emails opposing the
variance were received by the BZA.

After the BZA vote, Weigum
stuck her face within inches of ar-
chitect James Cox’s face and said,
“See you in court” as she left the
room. She later confronted Cox
and Maccabee outside of the
meeting.

The site eyed for redevelop-
ment had to be cleaned up in the
1990s after it was polluted by an
adjacent dry cleaning business.
“My client has been trying to rede-
velop this site for more than 15
years,” said Maccabee.

Redevelopment ideas for the
property, which have ranged from
a movie theater and restaurant to
stand-along retail buildings, have
stalled over the years. A city-ap-
proved site plan is in place to put
a large home improvement store
there but a tough economy has
slowed those plans.

Maccabee said she cannot
name the prospective tenant and
that RK Midway officials haven’t
even told her who the tenant is.
But if the variance isn’t granted
and the larger sign isn’t allowed,
RK Midway will lose the prospec-
tive tenant.

A 60-foot sign would be sim-
ilar in height or even lower than
existing signs along I-94, said
Maccabee and Cox. Maccabee
said if the sign is built within the
current regulations, it could be
seen from neighborhood streets
and the frontage road, ‘but it
would definitely have less visibili-
ty from the freeway.” They
showed computer-generated im-
ages of how a 60-foot sign could
be seen from I-94.

The freeway is about 25 feet
below the frontage road and
shopping center, said John Hard-
wick of the BZA staff. He recom-
mended approval of the variance,
noting that the shopping center
has no other business signs on
that part of the property. There is
a large monument sign on the
University Avenue side of the
shopping center.

Cox said one challenge for
Midway Center to market itself,
even with a new sign, is the large
billboards in the area. Two bill-

boards near Midway Center are
on property owned by Metropoli-
tan Council on a former bus
garage site. A large billboard is
south of the freeway, atop a build-
ing.

The BZA laid over the RK
Midway request in April. At that
time the sign request was present-
ed as possibly being for tenants in
the shopping center, such as a
new Walgreens planned along
Snelling Avenue. Midway Center
is working with Walgreens and
Big Top Liquors to build two new

freestanding store buildings along
Snelling Avenue. The center is al-
so actively marketing several va-
cant spaces. And Jo-Ann Fabrics
store moved out of the center ear-
lier this year. A driver’s license bu-
reau moved out last year.

But the negotiations for the
Pascal-St. Anthony site, and the
possibility of a major new tenant
there, prompt the need for a sign
for that tenant, said Maccabee.

UPDC Executive Director
Roger Bromander said the district
council committee believes that

the tall sign won’t fit into the sur-
rounding neighborhood. A num-
ber of residents south of the free-
way, in Snelling Park neighbor-
hood, are opposed to the sign as
it would be in their line of sight.

The design of the sign was al-
so criticized by those at the neigh-
borhood meeting. Maccabee and
Cox said the design could be
changed with input from neigh-
bors.

BZA members and city staff
debated the visual impacts of the
sign variance, as well as whether
or not it would set precedent.
BZA Chairperson Joyce Maddox
said variances shouldn’t be
viewed as setting precedent, as
different sets of standards are
written for each variance request-
ed.

Some board members said
the sign should be allowed, citing
the taller and larger business signs
along I-94. BZA Member Daniel
Ward noted the large sign recently
erected at Concordia University’s
new Seafoam Stadium. But that
sign is allowed under a condition-
al use permit for the university
and doesn’t fall under the same
regulations as a business sign.

Other board members said
the taller sign isn’t needed and
that a lower sign could be seen
from the freeway. “I don’t see the
hardship here,” said BZA Member
Gloria Bogen. “I don’t think they
need that large of a variance.”
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Como Park Elementary
780 West Wheelock Parkway

651-293-8820
Ms. Christine Vang, Principal

PreK - Sixth Grade

PreK - Kdgn.
Orientation
Meeting
Thursday, May 13th,
6:00-7:30 p.m.

* Exceptional Achievement...
* Exceptional Diversity...

School Carnival - Thursday, May 20, 5:30-7:30p.m.

St. Paul Board of Zoning Appeals approves
signage for Midway Center parcel

Redevelopment of a long-vacant 4.5 acre parcel south of Midway Center hinges on placement of a free-standing
business sign near the corner of Pascal and St. Anthony avenues.



By JAN WILLMS
If you ask Wing Young Huie

about his work, he simply says “I
photograph everyday life.”

From May through October
31, his depiction of everyday life
will line University Avenue in
Saint Paul on a six-mile stretch
from the Minneapolis border to
the Minnesota State Capitol.

Over 250 photos will be dis-
played in storefronts and as giant
murals, with a nightly projection
of 450 images beginning at twi-
light and running for two hours
on movie-sized screens at a vacant
lot at 1433 University Avenue.
This nightly show will be accom-
panied by a sound track featuring
50 local musicians.

The University Avenue Proj-
ect, created by Huie and presented
by Public Arts Saint Paul, is the
largest public art exhibition in the
United States this year. 

According to Huie, the exhi-
bition took nearly four years to
complete, and he is still working
on it.

“It is meant to be taken as a
little bit now, a little bit later,” he
said. “We will think about what
we are going to add to it as we go
along,”

With light rail coming to
University Avenue, Huie said this
was a good time to do this proj-
ect. He had first been approached
about it by Christine Podas-Lar-
son, president of Public Art Saint
Paul, when the two were working
on a design for St. Paul’s Dicker-
man Park.

“No one knows the eventual
impact of light rail,” Huie said.
“This may be the last record.”

And the record will show the
residents of University Avenue, at
their work or in class, visiting a
neighbor, or expressing their faith. 

“Reality is so interesting,”

Huie said. “University Avenue is
vast. It’s a kaleidoscope of hu-
manity. It’s the future and the
present.”

Huie, a self-taught photogra-

pher with a degree in journalism,
has spent much of his career re-
flecting the images of everyday
life. In his first solo exhibition he
focused on the Frogtown commu-

nity and its growing Southeast
Asian population. He later docu-
mented Lake Street in Minneapo-
lis through 700 black and white
photographs.

“You drive or walk down
University Avenue and you don’t
get a sense of it in the same way
you do on Lake Street,” Huie said.
“Lake Street is more dense and
narrow, with mom and pop busi-
nesses. You see people on the
street.”

He said that on University
Avenue, you have to go inside and
seek people out. He cited the
Hubbs Center, one of several
schools where he photographed
students. 

“There are a thousand stu-
dents, with nearly 50 countries
represented,” he said. “It’s mind-
boggling.”

Huie said there is a big gap
between the reality of the area
and the perception of who we are
as Minnesotans.

He said the reality is not re-
flected in the media or popular
culture or entertainment.

“The first Hollywood movie
that included a Hmong person
was Gran Torino, a couple years
ago,” he said. “That was it. You’re
Hmong, you live in America, and
you have that one movie.”

Huie said that individuals
live in a polarized society, today
more than ever. 

“The word immigrant is a
loaded term now,” he reflected.
“What I am doing is really just try-
ing to show who we are.”

Huie, the only member of his
family who was not born in Chi-
na, said he was formed by the
myths of the icons of the state: the
Vikings, Paul Bunyan and Mary
Tyler Moore. 

“Everyone in my family is an
immigrant,” he noted. “Growing

up (in Duluth), there was nothing
in the culture that reflected the re-
alities of my family. Just Kung Fu
stars and Connie Chung.”

“The realities of who I am
and the realities of my family and
the realities of hundreds of thou-
sands of hyphenated Minnesotans
buy into those cultural myths on
a continued and regular basis,”
Huie continued. “I am trying to
create a new iconography that re-
flects who we are.”

Huie said the University Proj-
ect is not just about diversity. It is
also about photography. Using
black and white and color film,
and not digital cameras, Huie said
he shot what the world around
him looks like.

In some of his photos, his
subjects are holding blackboards
with a chalked answer to ques-
tions he posed. “Who are you?
What advice would you give oth-
ers? How has race affected you?”
were some of the questions he
asked. 

“I like real,” Huie said,
“which is a curious concept in this
age of Photoshop.”

He said that on one hand,
the Internet democratizes. On the
other, photographs form us.

“They tell us what to buy,
what kind of attitude we should
have and how to think of others
and ourselves,” he said. “But with
all the photos that are out and
that you have access to, how
many are real?”

Huie said the current genera-
tion has seen more photos than
any other generation n the history
of the world. But he questions
what they see.

“When I was growing up, we
believed that what a photo depict-
ed really happened, whether it

CONTINUED ON PAGE 13
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New owners Darren & Debbie Wolke and Chef Fred invite you to stop
in and see how much the restaurant has changed! You'll love the new

look, we promise. We are restoring one of St. Paul's favorites to
prominence—now with almost 70 years of great food and fun history!

It’s Ba-a-ck!
(June 1st)

Tin Cup Re-born

1220 Rice Street • 651-487-7967

Classic American Bar 
Food Kicked-Up a Notch

Tin Cup Fried Chicken, 
and Specialty Juicy Lucy’s

that say “Wow”

From May through October 31, Wing Young Huie’s depiction of everyday life
will line University Avenue in Saint Paul on a six-mile stretch from the Min-
neapolis border to the Minnesota State Capitol. (Photo by Liberty Willms) 

Wing Young Huie 
photographs everyday
life with University 
Avenue Project
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GINKGO
721 N. Snelling Ave. (at Minnehaha)

(651) 645-2647
www.ginkgocoffee.com

Treat yourself to 
a single scoop 

Brown’s Ice Cream Cone 
for only $1

(Coupon good thru June 10, 2010)

Looking for friendly pharmacists
who know your name?

Make sure your business is listed in the

2011 Membership Directory
• Used year-around for important

community information and phone
numbers

FOR MORE INFORMATION
Call the Midway Chamber of
Commerce at 651-646-2636

CONGRATULATIONS
Snelling Avenue Businesses!
Ramsey County Commissioner

Janice Rettman
Prepared & paid for by the Rettman Volunteer Committee,

PO Box 17063 Rice St Station, St. Paul, MN Joyce Haselmann,Treasurer

SEWING MACHINE 
TUNE-UP COUPON

$19.99
Reg. $35.00 - Clean, oil, check, delint,

inspect mechanical machines

Associated Sewing
New and Used Sewing Machines

690 Snelling Ave., N. • St. Paul • Ph. 651-645-9449
www.associatedsewing.com

Coupon Expires June 4, 2010

Business owner
volunteers
needed to help
plant Snelling
Avenue planters
Business and property owners
and friends are needed to help
plant our neighborhood’s mo-
saic-adorned Snelling Avenue
planters on Thursday, May
20th.

We are hoping that for
each planter, we will have a
business owner who is able to
help with bringing the plants
to the planter, planting them,
and/or giving them some ini-
tial water before the City crews
start coming around to water
them regularly. 

Plants, donated by Ham-
line University, are scheduled
to arrive around 11 a.m. on
May 20 at the Hamline Park
building at Lafond and
Snelling. Neighborhood resi-
dents will organize the plants
and help show you what to do. 

If you can help, please call
Allison Sharkey Simpkins at
651-488-6309.



Free money managing
seminars at the Library
Saint Paul Public Library is offering
free money-managing seminars at
four library locations on Wednes-
day evenings in May. 

Geoff Bullock will present
“Developing a Stellar Credit Rat-
ing” on Wednesday, May 12 at
6:30 at Rondo Community Out-
reach Library, 461 Dale Street N.
This event will clarify how credit
reporting and scoring work, how
to read credit scores and how to fix
errors.

Participants will learn what
their FCRA rights are and how to
increase their credit scores.

Additional programs in this
series include: “Survival Budgeting:
Living on Reduced Spending” pre-
sented by Jim Davnie on Wednes-
day, May 19 at 6:30 p.m. at Arling-
ton Hills Library, 1105 Greenbrier
Street, St. Paul; and “Home Own-
ership: Tips for Buying and Keep-
ing a House” presented by Jim
Davnie on Wednesday, May 26 at
6:30 at Hayden Heights Library,
1456 White Bear Ave., St. Paul. 

These programs are co-spon-
sored by Lutheran Social Services.
For more information, please visit
www.sppl.org or call651-266-7000.

Dead Sea Scrolls Lecture
on Sunday, May 16
Dr. Suzanne Hequet, professor at
St. John’s University, will set the
stage for understanding the Dead
Sea Scrolls during the Adult Bible
Class (ABC) of Jehovah Lutheran
Church, 1566 Thomas Ave.,
Sunday, May 16 starting at 9 a.m.
with coffee in the lounge. All are
welcome to this introduction to
the context and debates sur-
rounding the Dead Sea Scrolls
and the nearby archeological site
of Qumran. This hour will pre-
pare one well for seeing the current
exhibition of the Dead Sea Scrolls at
the Science Museum. Call 651-644-
1421 with questions or check
www.jehovahlutheran.org .

Bethlehem Lutheran 
Church hosts ‘Lawn Party’
Bethlehem Lutheran Church in-
the-Midway will host a
Neighborhood Lawn Party
“Reaching Out with God’s Love”
on Saturday, June 26, from 11
a.m.– 2 p.m.  There will be live
music, free hot dogs, chips and
ice cream, free giveaway items
and crafts and activities for kids.
The church is located at 436
North Roy Street, across from the
Spruce Tree Center, one block
south of the Snelling and
University Avenues intersection.
Please call 651-646-6549 for
additional information. All are
welcome!!

Rummage sale donations
at Bethel Lutheran
Bethel Lutheran Church will
hold its 9th Annual Rummage
Sale benefiting the Children’s
Christian Education Fund on
Wednesday, June 16th through
Saturday June 19th. Bethel is lo-
cated in St. Paul’s Como Park
neighborhood at 670 W. Whee-
lock Parkway.

We are looking for a wide
range of items including books,
furniture, tools, houseware items,
dishes, glassware, stemware, crys-
tal, collectibles of all kinds, arts
& crafts, jewelry, office supplies,
working electronics, sporting
goods, gently used toys & cloth-
ing for the whole family. The
church is open to receive ‘almost
new’ donations from those with
an interested in supporting this
fundraiser from 9 a.m.-1 p.m. on
the following Saturdays: May
29th, June 5th and 12th.

For more information about
Bethel Lutheran Church, its pro-
grams and ministries visit
w w w . b e t h e l s t p a u l . c o m
http://www.bethelstpaul.com or
call 651-488-6681.

Register now for St. Paul
Urban Tennis
St. Paul Urban Tennis (SPUT)
provides 6 weeks of hourly ten-
nis along with life skills at 34
outdoor sites across St. Paul for
youth ages 5 though 13 & older,
from June 14th through July 23,
2010. On-line registration is en-
couraged as some sites are filling
rapidly. Mail-In registration
forms are available at your local
Park & Rec. Centers. No child is
turned away because of an inabil-
ity to pay. You can request a
scholarship when you register
on-line, or ask for a form at your
Rec Center. Please visit our web-
site at www.sput.us.

If you would like more infor-
mation or to schedule an inter-
view please contact Pat Theriault
or Lois Charboneau.

All Corridor Energy
Workshop May 25
The energy efficiency workshop
hosted by the Green Institute will
highlight low and no-cost ways
to reduce energy usage in the
home. Homeowners and renters
alike are encouraged to come. Re-
ducing energy usage can save
homeowners and renters money
as well as reduce carbon emis-
sions. The workshop is open to
all St. Paul residents. 

It will take place at Central
High School, May 25th, 7pm in
the Auditorium. All attendees are
eligible for an energy squad
home visit. At the home visit, the
squad will install Compact Fluo-
rescent Bulbs (CFL’s), a program-

mable thermostat, and many
other energy saving improve-
ments.

For further details or informa-
tion, contact Carl Samuelson at
csamuelson@greeninstitute.org or
612-278-7123.

St. Mark’s Parish 
Festival May 21
Please join us for the 11th annual
Grand Olde Saint Mark's Days
Parish Festival Carnival Rides,
Kid’s Games, Bingo, Entertain-
ment, Food, Raffle, and FUN! Fri-
day, May 21, 5:00pm – 10 p.m.;
Saturday, May 22, 12:00 p.m. –
10 p.m.

Church of Saint Mark, 2001
Dayton Avenue, Bethlehem
Lutheran Church in-the-Midway
will host a Neighborhood Lawn
Party “Reaching Out with God’s
Love” on Saturday, June 26, from
11:00 a.m.-2:00 p.m.  There will
be live music, free hot dogs, chips
and ice cream, free giveaway
items and crafts and activities for
kids. The church is located at 436
North Roy Street, across from the
Spruce Tree Center, one block
south of the Snelling and
University Avenues intersection.
Please call 651-646-6549 for
additional information. All are
welcome!!

Storytime at Hamline
Midway Library June 5
Monkey Business Storytime - Sat-
urday, June 5 at 11:15am at Ham-
line Midway Library, 1558 W.
Minnehaha Ave. St. Paul, MN
55104.

Ooh-ooh, aah-aah! Come
go bananas with the Mighty Mid-
way Storytellers! We’ll read fa-
vorites like Goodnight Gorilla,
Hug, and Caps for Sale, play with
action rhymes and songs, and
make a monkey craft. Swing on
over for some serious monkeying
around. 

The Mighty Midway Storytellers
are your neighbors leading monthly
interactive storytimes for children.
We need more storytellers! If you

are interested or have questions,
please contact Erin Sutton at 
erincarlson22@yahoo.com or
651-645-7411. Visit us at
www.mightymidwaystorytellers.
wordpress.com

TOPS meets every
Wednesday at Zion
TOPS (Taking Off Pounds
Sensibly) has been helping peo-
ple obtain personal weight loss
success for over 60 years. Give
yourself the gift of support, inspi-
ration, and a healthier lifestyle.
Enjoy positive changes with
TOPS. We meet in the basement
of Zion Lutheran Church on
Aldine and Lafond on Wednesday
evenings from 6 to 7 p.m.

Membership is inexpensive.
Please come and join us or just
come to observe. Call Margee at
651-227-2076 from more infor-
mation or with questions.

Parkway Garden Club
Plant Sale May 15
Parkway Garden Club Annual
Perennial Plant Sale. Saturday,
May 15, 10 a.m. to 2 p.m., 1407
Arundel St., MN. Proven plants
from members' gardens.  For
more information call Nanette at
651-353-4284 or email parkway-
gardenclub@comcast.net 

All-Church Rummage Sale
May 14-15
Hamline Church All-Church
Spring Rummage Sale will be
held at 1514 Englewood Ave. May
14 to May 15, 9 a.m. to 6 p.m.
This is a huge sale with great
items for sale. Appliances, small
electronics, in working order; a
great selection of books, toys,
games; furniture for home and
office use. Don’t miss this event.

Spring Rhapsody will ben-
efit Conservatory
Spring Rhapsody: a benefit to
support the Saint Paul Conserva-
tory of Music and its mission to
bring high quality music educa-
tion to everyone will be held Fri-
day May 28 7 p.m. at Sundin
Music Hall, Hamline University.
Tickets are $15 adult, $10 stu-
dent/seniors.

Including performances by
the Saint Paul Children’s Chorus,
the Baroque Ensemble, Clarinet
Choir, Gamba Kids Konsort,
Suzuki Strings, Ivan Konev, Oleg
Levin, Marita Link, Peter Arn-
stein, Ed Wharton, David Birrow,
Kim Craig, Patty McPherson,
Teresa Richardson, Ora Itkin,
Orieta Dado, Sophia Kor, Olivia
Sohlen, James Brockhurst and
Megan Ruan performing works
by Brahms, Shostakovich, Tele-
mann, Granados, Dvorak and
more.

Come support your local
community music school and
enjoy an evening of beautiful
music.

In-Home Nursing Services
discussed at luncheon
“In-Home Nursing Services Avail-
able from Hamline Midway Eld-
ers (HME),” will be the topic on
June 8 at a luncheon for seniors
at 11:30 at 1415 Englewood Av-
enue (Hamline Church). HME
has signed a contract with Recov-
er Health to provide home
health care and the presentation
will address the nursing, home
health aide and physical therapy

services now available. A free
will donation is asked for the
meal. Call the office of Hamline
Midway Elders 651-209-6542 to
make reservations, or request free
transportation for the event or
grocery shopping or medical ap-
pointments.

Hamline Midway Elders pro-
vides support for caregivers as
well as application assistance for
Lifeline monitoring, energy assis-
tance, food support, amplified
phones, grocery delivery and
more. Contact Hamline Midway
Elders to receive helpful informa-
tion. Call 651-209-6542 for more
information.

Family and the Breastfed
Baby topic for June 8
The Baby Arrives: The Family and
the Breastfed Baby is the topic of
the meeting of the Como-Midway
La Leche Group on Tuesday, June
8. All expectant and nursing
mothers are invited to attend
with their babies and toddlers.
Call Heidi at 651-659-9527 for
more information.

“Millionaire” Evening at
Jehovah on May 25
Join the fun starting at 5 p.m. on
Tuesday, May 25, at Jehovah
Lutheran Church, 1566 Thomas,
where the community is invited
to celebrate Pastor Bob’s partici-
pation in Who Wants to be a
Millionaire? hosted by Meredith
Viera. How did Pastor Bob do?
Come and find out! Food, fun,
showing of the program; fundrais-
er to match an anonymous $5,000
gift; suggested donation of $8 at
the door. Enter at the Thomas
Street entrance.

Free community 
breakfast May 23
FREE Community Breakfast will
be served  8-9 a.m. Sunday, May
23 at  North Emanuel Lutheran
Church.  Come one come all to
our fellowship hall. 

North Emanuel Lutheran
Church, 301 Hatch Ave.,  at
Matilda Street bringing hope and
help to the

North End. Emanuel means
‘God is with Us’. May He be with
you also as we share this FREE
Community Breakfast with your
North End neighbors.

Directions to North
Emanuel are easy when you
know where the Rice Street Li-
brary is located.

Then go west five blocks on
Hatch Ave. and stop at Matilda
Street. Pastor Kisten Thompson,
and the members of North
Emanuel, welcome all to this
event.
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By TOM CONLON
Pastor Patricia Hinker knows

that anxiety is natural when there is
a change in any system, and con-
gregants of her Hamline United
Methodist Church along with the
Church of the Good Shepherd
UMC will explore new traditions
when the two congregations merge
on May 23rd.

The soon-to-be-renamed
church will be based at today’s
Hamline United Methodist Church
and promises to challenge some
traditional Mainline church prac-
tices while preserving traditional
liturgy and music. Sermon style,
multi-generational appeals and
new ministerial outreach are possi-
ble examples.  

Church of the Good Shepherd
UMC, at 1849 Marshall Avenue,
and Hamline UMC, 1514 Engle-
wood Ave., voted last October to
merge their congregations in light
of flat growth patterns, costs of do-
ing structural repairs and the op-
portunity to try vibrant new min-
istries with enhanced membership
numbers. 

After each congregation holds
its final services May 16th, the true
test of the merger’s success begins,
said Hinker, Hamline’s current in-
terim pastor who will remain as as-
sistant pastor for one year in a
phased-retirement. 

“In churches, anxiety and
change may be greater than one
would face in one’s workplace or
any other system,” she said.

“Church is where people share
their life’s most precious memories
and decisions – baptism, mar-
riages, counseling, personal sup-
port – and it is important that we
acknowledge that.” 

Rev. Peter Boehlke, currently
Good Shepherd’s pastor, will be-
come senior pastor at the new con-
gregation. “We’re dealing with the
reality – like it or not – that fewer
people are churched and rather
than competing with other de-
nominations, we are competing
with yoga, bicycling, Facebook or
other activities on Sunday morn-
ings,” he said. “We may be seeing
the end of the neighborhood
church as we know it.”

Boehlke added that Good

Shepherd, averaging 120-130 Sun-
day congregants, could have con-
tinued independently as a neigh-
borhood but tapping into endow-
ment funds for growing building
maintenance negatively impacts
church programming. “The merger
will give us greater numbers of
worshippers and resources with
which to build our ministerial out-
reach to our community and ex-
plore new ministries we could not
do before.” 

Hinker said Hamline faced
similar challenges with a some-
what older demographic group
than Good Shepherd and bringing
in more young families would be a
boon to a larger, merged congrega-
tion. Her church voted overwhelm-

ingly for the merger (90%), while
Good Shepherd’s vote was closer
(60%) and more emotional,
Boehlke said. 

Evelyne Anderson, a Good
Shepherd member since grade
school, met and married her child-
hood friend Ted, now in their 70s.
Good Shepherd played a lifelong
role in their confirmations, wed-
ding, 25th and 50th wedding an-
niversaries, baptisms of their 3 chil-
dren, and funeral services for their
four parents.  

“My first reaction to the merg-
er vote was shock, which later
turned to sadness and bitterness,”
she said. “I could not imagine why
people would support this merger
and had so little faith we could
continue to be a vibrant congrega-
tion. “Our numbers were fairly sta-
ble and we had a lot of young fam-
ilies. We had a top notch music
program and organist, a beautiful
building, and a good preacher.
Sure, we would have had work to
do over time, but I think we would
have been up to the challenge.” 

Boehlke acknowledged the
merger created sadness for some
members, especially those with
long histories at the church. “I am
proud of the work we did there
and of the members who made it
happen,” he said. “When I came in
1997, Sunday attendance was 20 to
30 people and primarily seniors.
We talked about smaller communi-
ties that could be sustainable, tried
some eclectic things while preserv-

ing the traditions people loved,
and aimed at just being a good lit-
tle church. 

“But we topped out at 140-
150 attendance in 2005 and faced
major repairs on the horizon,” he
added. 

Boehlke said he struggled with
how we could compete with those
realities and get people interested
in the message God has for them.
“We simply did not have the long
term resources or ministries to do
that, but the merger would give us
new opportunities to do that,” he
said. “The Mainline churches have
been losing members everywhere
and must work wiser, smarter and
become more relevant to our com-
munities.  In the end, I knew this
was the ultimate call of the church,
and that recommending a merger
would be beneficial to the long-
term interests of both congrega-
tions.”

And Boehlke promised change
will continue. Pending approval of
the new congregation’s administra-
tive council later this month, the
merged church will be renamed
“Hamline Church” with “United
Methodist” and “A New Christian
Community” taglines to follow.
The congregation will remain in
Minnesota Annual Conference of
the United Methodist Church.

“We believe the name change
speaks to more people beyond our
traditional Methodist roots, and 

CONTINUED ON PAGE 13

Page 11www.MonitorSaintPaul.com • Monitor • May 2010

Fearful

Patients

Welcome!

• Preventive Care
• Fillings
• Root Canals

• Extractions
• Whitening
• Crown & Bridge

• Veneers
• Dentures

Visit us at:

www.AustinFamilyDental.com

Austin Family Dental
1360 Energy Park Drive, Suite 140

Energy Park Financial Center

Providing Quality Care in a Gentle Environment

$50 OFF
any service including

Dental Whitening
(New patients only — good thru July 30, 2010)

Call us

today at

651-641-1908

Central Baptist Church
420 Roy Street N., St. Paul

651-646-2751
www.centralbaptistchurch.com

Dr. Ronald Saari, Senior Pastor

SUNDAYS AT CENTRAL
9:15 a.m. Sunday School

10:30 a.m. Worship Service 

Memorial Weekend, Sunday May 30
9:45 a.m. Fellowship/Coffee Time

10:30 a.m. Worship Service

WEDNESDAY NIGHT ACTIVITIES
5:30-8:00 p.m. Children, Youth and Adults

through May 19th
See Website for details

Good Shepherd, Hamline United Methodist Churches to merge

The Rev. Pat Hinker, current interim pastor at Hamline UMC, and the Rev. Peter
Boehlke, Good Shepherd UMC’s pastor, will lead the newly merged church on
May 23rd. Shown here is a memorial window in the foyer at Hamline UMC. 



By DEBORAH BROTZ
Como Park is a neighborhood

that keeps drawing more and more
visitors to the Zoo and Conserva-
tory. But, the price of this for fami-
lies living near the facilities has re-
sulted in additional traffic, no
place to park in front of their
house, and visitors trash left be-
hind. 

Outraged that so many people
are coming to Como Park, turning
it from a city park into a regional
one, neighbors have been working
on solutions to traffic, parking,
and trash problems for years. Re-
cently, they had a chance to hear
some new innovative ideas.

David Engwicht, of Creative
Communities International, who
is Australian, gave a workshop
called “It’s a Zoo Out There! Tam-
ing Traffic Around Como Park,”
on April 21. The workshop, which
was geared especially for residents,
applied the principles of creativity
to taming traffic in and around
Como Park. It was part of the
North American tour of Creative
Communities International and
was offered by Bike Walk Twin
Cities, a full-out program to pro-
mote walking and biking in the
Twin Cities and reduce unneces-
sary driving.

Living in Brisbane, Australia,
Engwicht made an accidental dis-
covery in 1996 that turned every-
thing he believed about streets and
calming traffic upside down. Bris-
bane City Council agreed to trial
an idea he called the Traffic Reduc-
tion Treaty, in which neighbor-
hoods would exchange a treaty
with each other. It read: ‘We will
drive slower and act like a guest in
your neighborhood if you do the

same for us.’ He suggested to the
city that no neighborhood should
get traffic calming unless they first
signed this treaty.

“I felt we needed a new gen-
eration of traffic calming,” he said.
“Instead of using negative devices
(like speed bumps) to force mo-
torists into slowing down, I advo-
cated using positive devices (like
play areas for kids). I believed that
these positive-oriented devices
were needed to change the physi-
cal geometry of the street in order
to force motorists into slowing
down.”

One important point in traf-
fic calming is how the street is
viewed—whether it is seen as a le-
gitimate  place for play and social-
izing rather than a place just for
traffic.

“The speed of traffic on most
streets is determined to a large ex-
tent by the degree to which the res-
idents have psychologically retreat-
ed from their street,” said Eng-
wicht. “Moving the kids from the
roadway to the sidewalk is like giv-
ing the motorist a permission slip
to speed in the street. I work with
residents to psychologically re-
claim their street and move some
of their everyday activities closer to
the street.”

In dealing with problems
from more and more people com-
ing to Como Park, Engwicht be-
lieves people should take action
themselves rather than wait for the
government to solve the problems.

“Everybody thinks it’s some-
body else’s responsibility,” he said.
“Do something yourself to directly
address a problem. You need to
look at your resources—what
you’re willing to do or give. You

can build an entire campaign on
real stuff you have access to. You
must live today like you want to
live tomorrow.”

Rather than having a city
throw a lot of money to solve a
problem, Engwicht feels people
should try to build civil relation-
ships with each other.

“Traffic is a community prob-
lem not a city problem,” he said.

“It’s related to the degree we’ve
psychologically retreated from the
street. Traffic is not something that
falls from the sky. It’s a citizens re-
sponsibility of how to deal with
that.”

As far as Como Park residents
not being able to park and their
kids not able to play in front of
their house, Engwicht says many
tourist destinations have the same
problem. The psychology of a per-
son out for a tourist experience is a
different mindset than driving to
work.

“The movement of where
they leave their car can be part of

the experience,” he said. “It’s not
so important how long it takes to
get there. You have to make the
movement part of the actual expe-
rience.”

Engwicht has several sugges-
tions of what people can do to get
people to want to park farther
away from the park.

“The experience must start the
moment they park their car,” he

said. “If they don’t park 15 min-
utes away, they’ve missed out. Kids
could get a bingo card with 15
things on it. There could be five lit-
tle sculptures of polar bears kids
can find. There could be a compe-
tition for the most artsy letterbox
on the route or interesting yard
displays. If we all retreat from the
street, the experience starts when
we get to the destination.”

There was a time when front
yard life was very important.

“The more traffic artifacts in
the space, the more the corridor is
owned by traffic,” said Engwicht.
“If you want people to act like a

guest in your neighborhood, they
need to be treated like a guest.”

Como resident Dennis
O’Rourke, who attended the work-
shop, thought Engwicht’s perspec-
tive was fascinating.

“It was a perspective and an-
gles I never considered,” he said. “I
look forward to thinking about
what he had to say over time. His
stories were interesting. He’s a very
good storyteller.”

When O’Rourke finds trash
left behind by Como Park visitors
in front of his house on a Monday
morning, he feels they don’t re-
spect his neighborhood.

“I want people to respect my
neighborthood,” he said. “I’ve
found three or four diapers in
front of my house.  There are
garbage cans within half a block.”

As a result of the workshop,
O’Rourke plans to try some of  En-
gwicht’s ideas.

“I’m going to try to spend
more time in my front yard other
than raking,” he said. “I want to try
to show it’s a home where people
live and not just a conduit of trans-
portation.”

Engwicht’s presentation sur-
prised Como Park resident Laurel
L’Allier.

“I expected something differ-
ent,” she said. “I expected ways
other people can help. He encour-
aged ways we can help ourselves.”

L’Allier says Engwicht’s work-
shop gave her new ideas about
how the Como Park shuttle can be
used.

“He gave me the insight to
look at turning things around and
going at things from a different

CONTINUED ON PAGE 16
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Affordable Coffins
Dignified hand built wooden coffins.

Eco-friendly, no metal & custom styles
available. Priced from $249.00

Email: affordablecoffins@gmail.com
651-208-6902

1514 Englewood Avenue – St. Paul 651-645-0667

SUNDAY WORSHIP SCHEDULE
8:00 AM Communion
9:30 AM Worship
9:45 AM Sunday School

10:30 AM Hospitality 
10:45 AM Youth Group

May 23 – Pentecost and Confirmation Sunday
8:00 AM Communion

10:00 AM Worship (note new time)
10:30 AM Hospitality

h

Details on website:
www.hamlinechurch.org

Como Park hears national expert’s ideas on traffic calming

David Engwicht, of Creative Communities International, who is Aus-
tralian, gave a workshop called “It’s a Zoo Out There! Taming Traffic
Around Como Park,” on April 21. 



Huie
Continued from page 8
was on the cover of Life Magazine
or in a family album,” he said.
“The current generation automati-
cally assumes that photos are ma-
nipulated and suspect, whether on
the cover of People or on Face-
book.”

“Technology has made it pos-
sible for people, no matter how
young, to customize their own
bubbles,” Huie said. “That differ-
ence in photographic projection is
immeasurable.”

Huie said that digital reality
has become our reality. 

“Most people live their life
online, so offline becomes the al-
ternative.

“Authenticity and veracity
don’t exist anymore,” he said.
“Just points of view. That’s a major
dynamic—-a fight for whose point
of view dominates.”

“It doesn’t matter whether it
is a red state or blue state, immi-
gration, or Darwinism vs. Cre-
ationism,” Huie said. “Even sci-
ences fight over a point of view,
and most of those points of view
are ethnocentric in nature.”

The images that will be
shown in more than 70 business
storefronts along University Av-
enue for the next six months will
show the reality and not the per-
ception of the people of the area. 

“The project is a pretty good
overall picture,” Huie said. 

He said that although the
Lake Street exhibit had left him
bankrupt both emotionally and
physically, this project is much
easier. 

“This is easy because of the
support and experience of Public
Arts Saint Paul,” Huie said. He ap-
plied for a grant through the Joyce
Foundation for funding, and he
said Podas-Larson had been ex-
tremely helpful in gathering fund-
ing and assistance.

Huie said the designers of the
projection site and the volunteers
and the photo printers all were a
great help in the exhibit.

“I think this project energizes
me, too,” he said. “The Lake Street
project was stressful, and this is
not at all like that. I try to think
about things differently, and em-
brace more what I do.”
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WE BUY CANS - 55¢ PER POUND
(Price subject to change)

• We also buy copper, brass and
insulated wire.

• Pick up service for scrapmetal, and
more!

• We can help organize your can drive for
your church or school.

875 Prior Ave.

651-789-0123 P
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Sushi Happy Hour 5 - 8:30 pm Tues. - Sat.

Miso hot! Miso Hungry!
LUNCH BUFFET $9.99

Lunch Bulgogi $5.99 /Dinner Bulgogi $11.99

Tues. thru
Fri. 11-2

Korean 

& Sushi

Also
Japanese Cuisine 

Beer & Wine

OPEN 11 am - 9 pm Tuesday thru Saturday, Sundays Noon - 8pm

694 No. Snelling Ave. 651-645-2000

See us online: www.monitorsaintpaul.com

Church merger
Continued from page 11

that we are open to new ways to
minister to our community,” he
said. “It will be the place where the
ancient traditions meet a new day,
where the university meets the
neighborhood , where the genera-
tions older and younger  worship
and learn and grow and are in
ministry together.”

Hinker said the merger discus-
sions, from Hamline’s perspective,
emphasized the ability to do min-
istry together that neither could do

separately. “We were very inten-
tional about framing the merger in
terms of ‘more ministry’ rather
than ‘saving money’,” she said.
“We believed that ministry offer-
ings and stewardship of finances
would be better spent going to
ministry work rather than main-
taining two different buildings.

“Merging two congregations
involves more than property, en-
dowment or naming issues, but
about merging two cultures, tradi-
tions and ways of worship,” she
said. 

Boehlke said that compared to
the brighter Good Shepherd sanc-

tuary, Hamline UMC’s stone Goth-
ic-like miniature cathedral (built in
the late 1920s) has a more formal,
darker feel, but that “we will defi-
nitely be trying some new things
while keeping the great traditional
music and sacred traditions of both
churches.”

Boehlke noted, for example,
that Good Shepherd  has a mo-
ment of silence following the ser-
mon and worshippers don’t leave
until the organ postlude is com-
plete. Hamline’s choir, by contrast,
wears robes and has a more formal
worship style. Worship times, an
hour  earlier at Hamline, now  split

the difference with a 10 a.m. start
time. “Like mergers of any organi-
zations, we will have some excite-
ment and perhaps discomfort as
we build a new joint traditions,” he
said. “Churches are not exempt
from life and societal changes, and
we must meet that challenge to
keep God’s word alive in those
contexts.”

Hinker and Boehlke both are
optimistic about the future post-
merger. These include family-fo-
cused ministries for parents with
children, adult spiritual formation,
hands-on mission opportunities
for all ages, fellowship opportuni-

ties for all interest and age groups,
community ministry and witness,
and closer connections with Ham-
line students and other local col-
leges. Hamline also operates a din-
ing hall at the Minnesota State Fair
each year and that tradition will
continue.

Boehlke said he expects Sun-
day worship numbers of 250 after
the merger, which would be in the
mid-range of most Methodist con-
gregations in Minnesota. The Min-
nesota Conference Bishop, Sally
Dyck, will preside at the first
merged service at 10 a.m. on May
23rd.

We have spring on our mind at
Hamline Midway Library this May.
It’s time to get out of the house, en-
joy the weather, and join us at one
of the fun and free events we are of-
fering this month!

Anusara Yoga blends the preci-
sion of universal principles of align-
ment with a deep connection to the
heart. Its uplifting philosophy cele-
brates life and looks for the good in
all people and all things. Hamline
Midway Library offers free Anusara

Yoga classes every Tuesday in May
from 10:30 to 11:30 a.m. Please
bring a yoga mat and a firm blanket
(Mexican style or a wool yoga blan-
ket) and wear comfortable clothing
that stretches. This class is taught by
instructor Chris Gordon.

Our FREE, popular Computer
Basics class is back! Learn basic
computer skills, such as how to use
a mouse and keyboard, create and
save documents, how to use the in-
ternet and set up your own email

account. This four part class that
will meet on May 6, 13, 20 and 27
from 9:30 to 11:30 a.m. Participants
must pre-register by calling 651-
642-0293.

Attending regular storytimes at
the library helps your child build
pre-literacy skills and gets them
ready to read.  Hamline Midway Li-
brary offers toddler and pre-school
storytimes every Friday in May from
10:30 to 11:30 a.m.  

The Hamline Midway Library

Association is a group of library
lovers working to build community
and support the Hamline Midway
Public Library through political ad-
vocacy, volunteering, and fundrais-
ing.  The next meeting will be held
on May 24th at the Hamline Mid-
way Branch, 6:30-7:45 p.m.

Senior Surf Day provides
hands-on computer training to sen-
iors who have little or no experi-
ence with computers. Seniors will
learn how to type in a web address

and how to safely navigate from
one webpage to the next. Seniors
will also learn how to access inter-
net sites that will assist them in ob-
taining information on their own,
including Minnesotahelp.info, the
Administration on Aging webpage
and the Medicare.gov website.
Classes are taught by representa-
tives from the Senior LinkAge Line.
Call the library at 651-642-0293 to
register for our next Senior Surf Day
on June 2, 9:30 to 11:30 a.m.

Hamline Midway Library offers free yoga classes



Local Northstar Watercolor Soci-
ety artists will be participating in
this year’s 8th Annual ART ON A
LINE show and sale of original
paintings on May 14th, 15th &
16th.  The event takes place in
the Fine Arts building on the
State Fair Grounds.  Hours are:
Friday, 10 a.m.- 9 p.m., Saturday,
10 a.m.- 6  p.m., Sunday 10 a.m.
– 3 p.m.

There will be over 2500

paintings by 70 regional artists to
browse through and continuous
demonstrations of painting tech-
niques will be presented by
many of the artists. The event is
one of the largest water media
shows in the Midwest, FREE ad-
mission, free parking and door
prizes of original art.

Local artists participating
are: Dave Hedenstrom, Marian
Wolters and Helen Bond.

Northstar Watercolor Society,
was founded in 1975 in the
White Bear Lake area and has
approximately 300 members
from the Greater Metropolitan
area. NWS is made up of novice,
intermediate and professional
artists.  Its mission is to offer edu-
cational programming and create
an environment for artists to
share their art experiences. 
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Any Day, Week, Month of the Year

651-274-0263 or 651-373-6652

We will Haul away and clean
up just about anything, or if

you need help moving

HAULERS & MOVERS STUMP REMOVAL
$59
Reliable, Insured.  

Call Pete: 612-703-6367

SERVICES • SERVICES • SERVICES • SERVICES • SERVICES • SERVICES • SERVICES • SERVICES

WEST BUILDING MAINTENANCE, LLC 
Cleaning Services

Mike West — Serving the Minneapolis-St. Paul area since 1965

(800) 451-6753
www.westcleaning.com

COMMERCIAL CLEANING

One of the local artists participating in the Northstar Watercolor Society's
annual Art-in-Line show May 14, 15, and 16 is Helen Bond.

Art on a Line at State Fair

The Midway Como Monitor is typically published the second Thursday-Friday of each month. 
If you’re not receiving a timely delivery call 651-645-7045



Monitor Want Ads are now $1 per
word with a $10 minimum. Send
your remittance along with your
ad to Monitor Classifieds, Iris
Park Place, 1885 University
Avenue, Ste. #110, St. Paul, MN
55104. Classifieds must be pre-
paid via cash, check, or credit
card. Classified ads can be e-mailed
to denisw@aplacetoremember.com.
Want ads must be in the Monitor
before May 28 for the June 10
issue. Call 651-645-7045 for
more information. Your classified
ad will also be automatically
placed on the Monitor’s website
at www.MonitorSaintPaul.com

ADOPTION
Loving family looking to grow
through adoption. Please contact
Emily at 480-227-1377 or grow-
ingclovers@gmail.com 

BATHROOMS
Bathroom/kitchens!! Basement
finishing. Bad water pressure?
Sinks, toilets and tub/surrounds,
etc. Ceramic tile. Basement bath-
rooms installed. Call 612-275-
9815. 6-10

Need a handyman?? Any job, big
or small plumbing? Remodeling?
Decks? Etc. Call “Dynamo” Dave
612-701-2272. Competitive
prices! 12-10

CATERING
TST Catering & Ideal Hall, All
Occasions. 1494 No. Dale. 651-488-
0971. www.TSTcreativecatering.com
10-10

CHILDCARE
Evening, overnight and weekend
childcare available. 651-295-
9202. 5-10

EMPLOYMENT
Position available for part-time
advertising representative with
the Monitor’s parent company,
deRuyter-Nelson Publications.
Must be highly motivated indi-
vidual with experience in sales.
Ideal for creative marketer strong
in telemarketing. Great potential
for self-starter. Work from the
comforts of home and set own
schedule. Send resume and letter
of application to Tim Nelson,
deRuyter-Nelson Publications,
1885 University Av. W., #110, St.
Paul, MN 55104. 

OFFICE SPACE TO RENT
Professional Space: Mac-
Groveland / Snelling; profession-
al setting; shared recep-
tion/waiting area; storage; in-
space bathrooms; HVAC; security
system; convenient to both
downtowns; highly visible loca-

tion; newly remodeled, clean,
quiet; ADA compliant; excellent
for body-worker, therapist, con-
sultant, or other professional.
651-699-7096. 5-10

EBAY SALES
Contract with us to sell your busi-
ness overstock, belongings, vehi-
cles and real estate on eBay.
Shannon 612-729-5910.
www.personalpropertysolutions.
net 10-10

HANDYMAN
Need a handyman?? One call does
it all. Any job, big or small.
Plumbing? Remodeling? Don’t tell
my wife, but keeping your house in
tip-top condition is more impor-
tant than my own! Call “Dynamo”
Dave 612-701-2272. 12-10

ANTIQUES
For Sale: Vintage 1900-1949
lights, house hardware, doors,
tubs, radiators, etc. Also furniture
hardware. 651-644-9270. 20% off
with ad. 6-10

FURNITURE – REUPHOLSTERY
Labor starting at chairs $149.00,
20% off fabric love seats – couch-
es. 35 yrs. Dave 612-721-5105.
612-636-3073. 4-10

HAULERS AND MOVERS
Will haul away and clean up
almost anything, or help you
move. Any day. 651-274-0263 or
651-373-6652. B-09

CONTINUED ON PAGE 16
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TOTAL HOME
IMPROVEMENTS
Your Complete Contractor • Lic. #20095403

✓ Additions/Basements ✓ Decks/Porches
✓ Bathrooms/Kitchens ✓ Renovations
✓ Doors/Windows ✓ Roofing/Siding

Pictures & refs available

651-777-3911

HARDWOOD FLOORS – 
Beautifully Refinished
1/2 the Cost & 
1 Day Service

WOOD FLOORS BY MCCORMICK
Call Leo at 488-1961

TSCHIDA BROS.
PLUMBING
• Remodeling &

Repairing
• Water Heaters
• Discount For Seniors

1036 FRONT AVE.,
LICENSED • BONDED

LIC. NO. 7212

651-488-2596

Phil
Larson
Construction
Family business since 1951

612-414-4612

CONCRETE
SIDEWALKS,
STEPS AND 

STUCCO REPAIR

GLASS BLOCK
WINDOW

good for basements
any size

CHIMNEY &
FIREPLACE

WORK
Call Mark Larson
651-642-5090

GARY’S AUTOMOTIVE REPAIR

455 ATWATER ST. • ST. PAUL, MN 55117
651-776-9088 • 651-487-3659

MANAGER
GARY NIPPOLDT

ASST. MANAGER
GREG NIPPOLDT

• Tire Repair
• Tune-Ups
• Brakes
• Exhaust

• Oil Changes
• Air Conditioning
• Computer Diagnosis
• General Repair

AIR-CONDITIONER &
SPRING FURNACE SALE

Over 25 Years Experience / Licensed • Bonded • Insured
Furnace & Air Conditioners • Sheet Metal-Ductwork • Gravity System Ductwork Replacements

KEVIN’S
HEATING & COOLING INC.

“Residential Installation Expert”

651-270-0427         FREE ESTIMATES MAYTAG

Floyd Anderson
Concrete Construction

Steps, sidewalks, driveways, patios,
exposed aggregate patios, blockwork,
patching basement & garage floors.

Call 651 644-8567
LICENSED • BONDED • INSURED

S E R V I N G S T .  P A U L

FRANK’S HOME REPAIRS
Residential Projects / Repairs

Frank Durkin   •   651-276-7094

Carpentry - Sheetrocking
Concrete - Tile Work 
Electric - Plumbing

Exterior Drain Tile Systems
Decks - Fencing - Windows

Doors - Mold Abatement
Painting - Demolition - Landscaping

Tree Cutting - Clean-Ups and Hauling



Classifieds
Continued from page 15

LAWN CARE
Sorensen Lawn Care. Mowing,
spring and fall clean-ups, fertil-
ization, aeration and overseed-
ing. Emerald Ash Borer treat-
ment. Jeff. 651-695-1230. 7-10

Lawn mowing, free estimates.
763-783-1014. 5-10

Lawn mowing. Per time or sea-
sonal. From $20 per cut.
Satisfaction guaranteed. 651-343-
3944. 6-10

NANNY
Experienced nanny looking for a
full-time or part-time summer
position in the Twin Cities. I am a
middle school teacher looking
for a summer job. I have nannied
full-time for three previous sum-
mers and have cared for children
from ages 2-14. I am willing to
work flexible hours and work
with any age children. Please call
651-983-6364 or email jessi-
ca.woulfe@gmail.com. BB-00

SHOES
Got shoes?! Need fixed?!
www.HartlandShoes.us or 651-
646-4326. 5-10

PAINTING
Interior/exterior painting, enam-
eling, plaster patching, free esti-
mates. Bob. 651-633-5565. 12-10

Painting – wallpaper removal.
Average 3 room paint job - $250.
Average house $650. Average
garage $250. Painter Jim 651-
698-0840. 5-10

PIANO TUNING
Quality piano tuning and repair.
Reasonable rates. Call Robert
Clough @ 612-722-7586 or e-
mail: robtclough@aol.com. 12-10

PET SITTING
Wagner’s Pet Sitting. Walking –
Day and Overnight Care. 651-
771-0421. 9-10

RUMMAGE SALE
Mark your calendars! The
Hamline Church All-Church
Spring Rummage Sale, 1514
Englewood Ave., is scheduled for
May 14 - May 15, 9 a.m. – 6 p.m.
The sale will include: furniture in
good condition, books, toys,
games, tools, office furniture,
electronics in working order, col-
lectibles. 5-10 

SERVICES
RAM Handyman Services LCC.
Good service, reasonable rates,
“no job too small.” Rich – 651-
485-9680 – or
www.ramhandyman.com. 6-10

Need a handyman?? Any job, big
or small plumbing? Remodeling?
Decks? Etc. Call Dave 612-701-
2272. Competitive prices! 12-10

Save 20% upholstery carpet. Two
rooms $59.00 Dave 612-721-
5105. 612-636-3073. 12-10

Chimney Repairs—Phil Larson. A
family business since 1951. 612-
414-4612. 5-10-BB

VACUUM CLEANER
Vacuum Cleaners: Sales, service
and supplies. Experts since 1952.
666 University @ Dale. 651-222-
6316. www.a-1vacuum.com 6-10

WANTED TO BUY
Paying the most cash for your fur-
niture, dishes, glassware, knick-
nacks, costume jewelry, antiques,
pictures, lamps, household items
etc. I make housecalls. Call Mary
Anne 612-729-3110.  6-10

Wanted to buy - toy trains, Jerry.
651-645-6259. 6-10

Wanted to buy: Top cash paid,
older furniture, beer items, mis-
cellaneous antiques. 651-227-
2469. 12-10
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Linder’s Garden Center celebrates 100 years

Traffic
Continued from page 12

angle,” she said. “We should not
look at things the way we nor-
mally do.”

As a result of Engwicht’s
workshop, L’Allier has decided
to take action, which will make
her street more welcoming.

“Tonight my neighbors are
helping me to move my picnic
table in the front boulevard,”
she said. “A lot of people walk-
ing down to the lake cross in
front of my house.”

When Engwicht comes back

in 10 years, he hopes people
will have done something to
make their street more visitor
friendly. Some suggestions were
picnic tables in the front yard, a
lemonade stand, a boulevard
garden, putting stuff you don’t
want out on the sidewalk for
free, or drawing with chalk on
the street.

“I’m an absolute believer at
what happens at the micro lev-
el,” he said. “It starts with some-
thing, and the chain reaction
goes on. All creativity starts with
risk taking. I’m a passionate be-
liever in every person taking a
small positive action.”

Linder’s Greenhouse and Garden Center will celebrate their 100th anniversary on Saturday, June 5 through
Tuesday, June 15, at 270 West Larpenteur in Roseville, Minnesota. Summer hours are Monday through Friday,
8 a.m. to 8 p.m., Saturday 8 a.m. to 7 p.m, Sunday 9 a.m. to 6 p.m. Phone 651-488-1927.


