
By JANE MCCLURE
When Central Corridor light

rail construction began on Uni-
versity Avenue in March, some
business owners will brace them-
selves for lost on-street parking
and difficult access. Others are
planning to relocate. A few have
already closed or moved in antic-
ipation of the project, fearing dif-
ficulty in deliveries and customer
access.

Chocolat Celeste owner
Mary Leonard made the decision
to shut down for a time and then
move her business last year, leav-
ing the University-Highway 280
area for new quarters on Transfer
Road. She enjoys the new space
and its off-street parking, but
noted that the decision to move
wasn’t easy. Her old location of-
fered high visibility but is already
in thick of construction activity.

“The reality for me was, was I
going to leave or was light rail go-
ing to close me down?”Leonard
said her old shop location relied
on on-street parking. “Without
parking I have no business – no
retail business at all.”

Martha’s Garden owner
Martha Gabler Lunde will follow
the construction from her new
storefront at Selby and Snelling.
She moved her floral design busi-
ness from the University-High-
way 280 area last fall. The move
provided the opportunity for her
to open a retail shop as well as
serve wedding and events clients.
But Lunde said she had mixed
emotions about the move.

“I loved my old space and I
truly loved the neighborhood,”
Lunde said. “But I had to move
because we had only one en-
trance in and out of our studio
and there was just no way we
could load and unload flowers
and props for weddings and
events when we’d have no park-
ing.”

Light rail may be a boon for
some businesses, Lunde said.
“But for my type of business it
just didn’t work.”

No one is sure how many
businesses have already left or
are leaving University Avenue be-
cause of light rail. It’s not a num-
ber that the city or Midway Area
Chamber of Commerce track.
Only a couple of smaller organi-
zations are trying to follow busi-
ness comings and goings. Univer-
sity Avenue Betterment Associa-
tion (UABA) estimates that more
than two dozen retail and service
businesses have moved or are
planning to move. Asian Eco-
nomic Development Association
(AEDA) leaders said they also
know of more than a dozen busi-
nesses that have closed or plan to
move.

Calls to more than three
dozen businesses brought a
mixed response. A few business
owners didn’t want to be quoted
saying they want to find new
space before giving notice to
landlords. 

But the calls showed that
typically the most turnover is be-
ing seen in areas near station

platforms, and in other areas
where on-street parking is being
eliminated. Many business own-
ers are not only frustrated with
Metropolitan Council, which is
building the line, they are also
unhappy with the City of St. Paul
for what are seen as unacceptable
parking options.

Construction on University
from Hamline Avenue to Emer-
ald Street started in March, said
Dan Soler, project engineer.  Pre-
construction work, including
utilities work, has been under-
way for some time and ramped
up recently. Although plans call
for University to have two-way
motor vehicle traffic and bus
traffic throughout construction,
there will be delays. “You’re go-
ing to see a lot of orange cones,
you’re going to see a lot of or-
ange barrels, you’re going to
hear a few car horns,”Soler said.

That has some business
groups seeing red due to frustra-
tions over loss of off-street park-
ing and lack of financial assis-
tance. “The message we’d like to
tell the Metropolitan Council
and the city is that your pro-
grams suck and they don’t pro-

vide enough assistance for
us,”said UABA leader Jack Mc-
Cann. UABA has lobbied for
many months for assistance for
businesses and replacement of
lost on-street parking spaces.
Business owners said their pleas
aren’t being heard but city offi-
cials contend they are doing all
they can.

Metropolitan Council offi-
cials have long said that they
have no resources for business
and parking mitigation and that
all of the $957 million for the
light rail project has to go into
construction of the line itself.
The city and the Central Corri-
dor Funders Collaborative are
offering more than $1 million in
business assistance, or up to
$10,000 per business in loan
funds. The city is also providing
more than $1 million to im-
prove off-street parking lots. But
UABA said that is too little, too
late and that some businesses
that were granted parking funds
may not use them due to costs as
well as complexities in the agree-
ments.
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Business bailout
on University 
Avenue begins 
as construction
chaos looms

Chocolat Celeste owner Mary Leonard made the decision to shut down for a
time and then move her business last year, leaving the University-Highway
280 area for new quarters on Transfer Road. (Photo by Stefanie Berres)

“The reality for me was, 
was I going to leave 

or was light rail going 
to close me down?”

- Chocolat Celeste owner Mary Leonard
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Buildings to come down
Two vacant and deteriorated
buildings in the Front Avenue area
must come down, the St. Paul City
Council decided February 2. In
separate actions the council gave
15 days to repair or remove 859
Front and five days to tear down
954 Galtier, at the southeast cor-
ner of Front and Galtier. 

Both buildings have long his-
tory in the neighborhood as com-
mercial properties. The one-story
building at 859 Front was a corner
grocery store for many years but
has been vacant off and on for
more than a decade.

The other building at Galtier
and Front was extensively dam-
aged in a fire several months ago.
The building was almost a block
long along Front before the fire.
Part of the building was destroyed
in the blaze and the rest has been
covered with plastic and left va-
cant. This building, which was
more than 100 years old, housed a
number of businesses and resi-
dents over the years. In its early
days it housed a print shop. It
most recently housed a salon on
part of its main floor.

No one appeared at public
hearings to speak for saving either
building.

Moratorium weighed
for rec centers
A two-year moratorium on any

further St. Paul recreation center
closings and building demoli-
tions will be considered by the
St. Paul City Council this spring.
East Side council members, who
face the closing of recreation
centers in their neighborhoods,
brought forward the moratori-
um idea following a review of
the city’s new parks system plan.

Council  members Dan
Bostrom suggested the two-year
moratorium during a February
23 council policy session. Two
East Side recreation centers, Du-
luth/Case and Hayden Heights,
would close if the plan recom-
mendations are adopted.
Bostrom said it doesn’t make
sense to close the centers, as
they serve neighborhoods that
have already lost schools and
churches. 

Other council members in-
dicated that while it would be
difficult to close more facilities,
the city simply doesn’t have the
money to operate its 25 recre-
ation centers. That’s a concern
raised by Parks and Recreation
administration.

Area neighborhoods have
already lost  several  centers.
Front and Sylvan have had
buildings torn down. Griggs,
South St. Anthony, Dunning,
Orchard and Desnoyer are
among the buildings that have
been rented out to private
groups. The plan calls for  those
buildings to possibly be turned
over to the groups, so that the
city doesn’t have ongoing main-
tenance costs. But how small or-
ganizations would afford to pay

for major maintenance needs
was questioned by council
members.

Right-of-way 
charges eyed
Could right-of-way maintenance
assessments in St. Paul increase?
The St. Paul City Council is con-
sidering changes to the fees. But
if one group of property owners
gets a break, someone else will
have to pay more. Or services
will have to be cut.

“The more we dig into this,
the more we find that it’s hard
to create a system that is both
simple and tries to be fair,’ said
Ward Four Council  Member
Russ Stark.

Most council  members
agree they want to find a way to
provide relief for property own-
ers who may not be treated fair-
ly. But the notion of shifting
right-of-way maintenance costs
onto other property owners is
troublesome.

Several changes looked at
for assessments of neighbor-
hood corner commercial proper-
ties could bring huge shifts in
how much is collected, ranging
from a $4.2 million increase to
a $2.9 million decrease in as-
sessments. A decrease would
have to be made up by charging
other property owners more;
any increase would have to go
back into right-of-way funded
work and could not be used for
other city services, such as police

or libraries.
For nonprofits,  the five

changes on the table range
could either bring reductions to
downtown tax-exempt property
owners or increases to tax-ex-
empt owners citywide.

For corner property owners,
all  three changes proposed
would bring a decrease. But the
amount of decrease depends up-
on whether a property a classifi-
cation is changed, or which side
of a property is assessed – the
frontage or whichever side is
longer.

Rates for street maintenance
assessments are set in a two-step
process, with the 2011 rate tenta-
tively set at the end of 2010. The
final rate will be approved this
fall, so there is still time for ad-
justments. 

Two factors affect the assess-
ments. One is the type of prop-
erty, such as commercial, resi-
dential or tax-exempt. Another
is the type or classification of
street or alley. Rates vary by type
of street or alley, ranging from
$20.11 per assessable foot for
downtown brick streets to 37
cents per assessable foot for
unimproved assessable alleys.
The typical residential street has
an assessment rate of $3.20 per
assessable foot. The increase for
emerald ash borer will mean a 2
percent increase, for about $3
for the typical property owner.

The council held a work-
shop on the fees in February but
took no action.

- Compiled by Jane McClure
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By DEBORAH BROTZ
Midway resident Chris Foss

never dreamed he would be part
of a group named 2010 “Artists
of the Year” by City Pages. Foss,
who is a member of Cantus, a
nine-member professional male
vocal ensemble, will be perform-
ing in “That Eternal Day,” which
is also the name of their recent
acclaimed  CD, on Fri., March
18, at 7:30 p.m., in Sundin Mu-
sic Hall, at Hamline University.

The concert brings together
the distinct styles and unique
content of sacred music that
spans more than eight centuries.
From the music of the Renais-
sance and ancient chant to tradi-
tional African-American spiritu-
als and contemporary American
composers, Cantus finds com-
mon ground in the rich and di-
verse language of sacred music.

While Foss shares the recog-
nition with eight other guys who
form Cantus, that award is an in-
dication of the success the en-
semble has received this last
year. Also, as Classical Minnesota
Public Radio’s “Artists-in-Resi-
dence,” they are traveling to give
out-of-state concerts and classes
with high school choirs, and do-
ing a variety of on-air and online
projects. 

Doing 70 concerts a year na-
tionally as they tour all across
the United States, the Cantus
members are all friends and get
along well with each other. 

While Foss knew he liked
making music, he never realisti-
cally considered it until he
signed his contract with Cantus a
couple years ago.  

After a short two years at the
University of Nebraska directing
the Vocal Jazz program and earn-
ing his master’s in music in
choral conducting, Foss relocat-

ed to the Twin Cities.
“I was just looking for a bet-

ter art scene than Lincoln, Neb.,
had to offer,” he said. “I decided
to relocate and give it a go in a
bigger city. I had some friends
from undergrad school living in
the Twin Cities.”

Moving to the Twin Cities
without any job, Foss worked for
a year at Lutheran Church in
Minnetonka, where he was con-
temporary worship music leader,
before joining Cantus.

“I was always aware of
them,” he said. “When I was go-
ing through college they were
achieving prominence around
the country. After I graduated
from college with my master’s, I
did audition with professional
choirs.”

While Foss knew he liked
making music, he never realisti-
cally considered it until he
signed his contract with Cantus a
couple years ago. He had audi-
tioned for Cantus the year before
he joined them. Cantus is con-
sidered the pre-eminent vocal
ensemble.

“They’re one of two ensem-
bles that have full-time choral
ensembles in the entire nation,”
he said. “They’re a top-notch
artistic level ensemble, which is
highly respected in the choral
community.”

Cantus is unique in several
ways.

“It’s all men, there are only
nine of us,” said Foss. “There’s
no director or conductor. We’re
all involved in making decisions.

We all sing in our normal
singing voices.”

Foss likes the music Cantus
sings because they pull from
many types of music.

“A lot of choral organiza-
tions do standard, straight for-
ward concert repertoire, but we
do all kinds of music that tells a
story,” he said. “It makes for a
more effective message for the
entire show. We choose an idea
then everybody brings in every-
thing that fits the theme.”

While “That Eternal Day” is
entirely acappella choral music,
the “Covers” concerts Cantus
does every year in June at the
Ritz Theater are pop songs from
the 1950s to the present.

“We hire a band,” said Foss.
“We do a few acappella songs.
It’s not traditional choral litera-
ture. We do all the arrangements
ourselves for that show.”

Midway resident Paul Wil-
son, Cantus board chair, decided
to be chair because he used to be
in the ensemble in the early days
of the group.

“It’s a chance for me serving
on the board to give back to an
organization I really did believe
in,” he said. “It’s been fantastic
as board chair, being a former
member of the group, and living
in the Midway. Midway is in a
time of renaissance. Arts organi-
zations are getting a hold in the
Midway. We want to help bring
Cantus to our neighbors and
broaden arts offerings in our
neighborhood.”

Wilson feels Sundin Music
Hall is the perfect location for a
Cantus concert.

“It’s a fantastic venue as far
as acoustics,” he said. “Cantus
has a very intimate relationship
with the audience. It’s a chamber
ensemble. They’ll perform in a

hall designed for chamber mu-
sic. The audience is pulled into
the performance largely because
of the intimate setting of
Sundin.”

Started at St. Olaf College
the fall of 1995, Cantus was
formed by a group of friends
who wanted to sing together.

“It grew from there to a pro-
fessional organization with full-
time salaried employees,” said
Wilson. “They perform some of
the highest quality music in the
country. What’s important is
knowing where they came from.
That sense of friendship and ca-
maraderie is still evident today.”

Midway resident Andy
Davis, who is also on the Cantus
board, decided to be a board
member because he believes
strongly in the mission of Can-
tus.

“I think they’re one of the
most gifted, talented artistic or-
ganizations in the Twin Cities,”
he said. “They bring so much
artistic excellence to everything
they do. I used to be a trumpet
player. I was blown away by how
incredibly talented they are.”

Davis was excited to hear
Cantus will perform at Sundin.

“It’s great to bring that kind
of music into the Midway,” he
said. “The acoustics are wonder-
ful, and it’s an intimate venue.
It’s great to be able to walk to
something like that.”

While Foss likes to brew
beer and play Frisbee in his spare
time, singing is his real love. 

“I ’m excited,” he said.
“Sundin is a great place for a
concert. I hope we put on a great
show and give people something
interesting to listen to.”

Tickets are available online
at www.cantussings.org or by
calling 612-435-0055.

Midway resident part of musical
group dubbed an ‘Artist of the Year’

Midway resident Chris Foss, who is a member of Cantus, a nine-member
professional male vocal ensemble, will be performing in “That Eternal Day,”
which is also the name of their recent acclaimed CD, on Fri., March 18, at
7:30 p.m., in Sundin Music Hall, at Hamline University.



By JANE MCCLURE
The start of major construc-

tion on Central Corridor light rail
starts in March along University
Avenue, from Emerald Street to
Hamline Avenue. It will mean
months of disruption for area
businesses, home owners, mo-
torists and transit riders.

“We’re going to all have to
co-exist to get around,” said Dan
Soler, project engineer for Metro-
politan Council. He outlined the
construction schedule February 9
for the Central Corridor Coordi-
nating Committee, a group of
elected officials and metropolitan
council members overseeing the
project.

Utility work already under-
way along University has caused
minor traffic tie-ups in recent
weeks, with huge traffic backups
in the University-Highway 280
area. The start of what is referred
to as “heavy construction” will
bring many more changes. “We’ve
been doing a lot of work to get
ready for a very big and very im-
pactful 2011 construction sea-
son,” Soler said.

The change also means the
elimination of some of the most
heavily used bus stops on Univer-
sity Avenue. As of early March
Route 16 bus stops will close at

nine locations, including Albert,
Pascal and Simpson, which are
heavily used by Midway Market-
place and Midway Center shop-
pers. That not only frustrates
shoppers who will have to tote
groceries and goods to Hamline
or Snelling stops, it also is a wor-
ry for Ward 4  Council Member
Russ Stark. Stark said it will be a
“huge inconvenience” and won-
dered aloud if buses could even
swing into Midway Marketplace
to pick up business patrons. 

But big and complex as Cen-

tral Corridor is it isn’t the only
game in town. There are also oth-
er major construction projects
planned, including work in Inter-
state 94 and work on Minneapo-
lis streets. That raised red flags for
some Corridor Management
Committee members.

“We’re obviously very con-
cerned about how people get to
and from our campus,” said U of
M Vice President Kathy O’Brien.
Major work on the Washington
Avenue bridge began in late Feb-
ruary.

Soler said there will need to
be continued coordination be-
tween Metropolitan Council,
Minnesota Department of Trans-
portation (MnDOT), St. Paul,
Minneapolis and Hennepin and
Ramsey counties to help mo-
torists get around. “We don’t
want to send someone on a de-
tour and then have them drive
right into someone else’s proj-
ect.”

The Central Corridor work
will be the largest project of all.
Crews will be working six days a
week, with some very long days
ahead, Soler said.

At the start of construction,
parking changes will take place
along University. All on-street
parking will be eliminated. Two-
hour parking time limits take ef-
fect on most side streets, meaning
changes on many blocks north
and south of University. Existing
meters and residential permit
parking will be enforced.

Two-thirds of the first stretch
of University will be under con-
struction for a time. The work will
start on the south side of Univer-
sity at Emerald and continue east-
ward in approximately one-mile
sections to just east of Hamline.

The first phases of construc-
tion will take place in from March

into July between Emerald and
Hampden, with work starting in
mid-March between Hampden
and Aldine. By June work should
be shifted to the north side of
University between Emerald and
Hampden, with completion in
October. Work between Hampden
and Aldine is to take place from
July into November.

Between Aldine and Ham-
line, the south side of university
will be under construction from
April into August, with the north
side work starting in July and end-
ing in November.

Schedules are tentative due to
weather. The goal is to get three
miles of street ready for light rail
by late fall.

Traffic control measures, in-
cluding barricades, signs, tempo-
rary traffic signals and temporary
access will be installed. Left turn
lanes across University will be re-
stricted to 11 signalized intersec-
tions.

Each section of street is to be
under construction for up to 150
days, according to construction
contracts. The street lanes and
sidewalks on side have to be re-
stored before work can begin on
the other side.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 14
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Central Corridor construction begins
as disruptions already ensue on the ave

The start of major construction on Central Corridor light rail starts in March
along University Avenue, from Emerald Street to Hamline Avenue. It will
mean months of disruption for area businesses, home owners, motorists and
transit riders. (Photo by Stefanie Berres)



By JANE MCCLURE
Business owners concerned

about potential loss of revenue
during Central Corridor light
rail construction get another
chance to speak Wednesday,
March 16 with Metropolitan
Council and federal authorities.
The comments will become part
of a supplemental environmen-
tal assessment. Comments made
at the meetings and in writing
by March 31 will be considered.

The meetings are at 8 a.m.
at Lao Family Community of
Minnesota, 320 University Ave.
W., at 6 p.m. at Goodwill/Easter
Seals,  553 Fairview Ave. N.
Comments made will be part of
the environmental review
process. After the comment peri-
od ends March 31, Metropolitan
Council and Federal Transit Ad-
ministration (FTA) staff will re-
spond to all  comments.  The
comments and responses,  as
well as mitigation efforts, will be
part of the final environmental
document.

Draft copies of the 88-page
document are available at area li-
braries. It includes an inventory
of businesses, summary of con-
struction-related business im-
pacts, description of construc-
tion work and timelines, and in-
formation on business impacts
and mitigation. 

The document outlines po-
tential impacts on businesses.
Along Central Corridor there are
947 businesses. That number
doesn’t include the downtown
areas.

Of the businesses 798 or 84
percent have annual revenue of
less than $2 million. The docu-
ment notes that there have aren’t
previous studies to assess the
loss of revenue directly due to
construction-related impacts on
businesses in a setting like Cen-
tral Corridor. The best estimate
for small business under $2 mil-
lion in annual sales revenue is a
loss of 2.5 percent and zero. But
the document also states that
“Changes in sales revenues to in-
dividual businesses could fall
above or below this range. Some
businesses that sell to the con-
struction workers and contrac-
tors will likely benefit with high-
er revenues during construction.
However, some businesses that
experience disruption but do not
attract business from construc-
tion spending may see their rev-
enues decline.”

The report also summarizes
the impacts on pedestrian and
vehicular access to businesses,
the loss of on-street parking and
other impacts, such as problems
caused by utility shutoffs during
construction.

The document suggests a
range of mitigation options,
such as the city’s business loan
and parking improvement pro-
grams, as well as marketing of
businesses, business counseling,
adjustments to how construction
is phased, and traffic manage-
ment. The report also focuses on
the need for good communica-
tions between contractors and
affected businesses during con-
struction.

If turnout March 16 is any-
thing like the turnout for a simi-
lar meeting February 17, expect a
crowd. More than 150 people
turned out to meet Metropolitan

County and FTA officials. About
50 business owners and their
supported protested outside of
the morning meeting, holding
picket signs and carrying a “cof-
fin” that they said represented
what will happen to University
Avenue businesses during light
rail construction.

The Supplemental Environ-
mental Assessment process be-
gan as a result of a January U.S.
District Court order in a St. Paul
activist groups’ lawsuit against
the U.S. Department of Trans-
portation (DOT). Judge Dono-
van Frank ruling resulted in
more studies of the potential
business revenue losses, as well
as suggestions for mitigation.
The assessment is conducted in
accordance with the National
Environmental Policy Act
(NEPA) requirements for envi-
ronmental review. 

Business owners contend
that not enough is being done to
address their potential losses
during light rail construction.
Pre-construction work began in
February along University Av-
enue, will full construction get-
ting underway in March.

The rally, organized by Uni-
versity Avenue Betterment Asso-
ciation (UABA), preceded what
organizer saw as another chance
to make their case for business

mitigation during and after light
rail construction. Under a ban-
ner stating “Justice and Equity
Must Run This Train” and the
watchful eyes of three Metro
Transit police officers, business
owners said it was important to
make their arguments one more
time. UABA leader Jack McCann
said that frustrating as it has
been for business owners; they
needed to weigh in one more
time.  “Don’t be brushed off any
more.”

“If you’re going to move be-
cause of light rail ,  let them
know,” McCann said. For busi-
nesses that plan to stay, “let
them know that if your neighbor
moves or if two of your neigh-
bors move, it’s going to affect
you.”

“This project should not be
built on the backs of business
owners,” said Ax-Man Surplus
owner Jim Segal. He wants to
stay at university and Fry but will
lose all of his on-street parking.
“Without replacement parking
it’s going to be very difficult to
do business here.”

Inside, the meeting room
was jammed as area residents
and business and property own-
ers met with Metropolitan Coun-
cil and city staff. The meeting
was held to gather comments for
the supplemental environmental

studies recently ordered by
Frank. The judge found that the
studies leading up to light rail
construction failed to adequately
address the business impacts,
and ordered Metropolitan Coun-
cil to provide more information. 

Those at the rally demanded
that the study be thorough.
Many held signs stating Don’t
Let LRT Kill My Job, University
Demands Justice, We Want The
Truth About LRT Parking and
Where Is My Parking?

Tables at the Metropolitan
Council-FTA forum provided in-
formation on business market-
ing, construction communica-
tions, pedestrian and vehicle ac-
cess and other topics. Some of
the longest lines were at a City of
St. Paul table that had informa-
tion on parking and business
loans.  Nancy Homans, senior
policy advisor to Mayor Chris
Coleman, said she understands
the business owners’ frustra-
tions. “It’s extremely complicat-
ed and it’s going to be a big dis-
ruption,” she said.

But Homans noted that the
city is providing business loans,
as well as $1.35 million in funds
to improve off-street parking
lots. There is also a façade im-
provement program to help
businesses. The city is also work-
ing to defray the costs of

planned streetscape improve-
ments for businesses.

The city is continuing to
seek additional resources to help
business and offers drop-in re-
sources through UABA at 712
University Av., Rondo Commu-
nity Outreach Library at Univer-
sity and Dale, and the St. Paul
Small Business Administration
Business Planning Center at
2324 University Av. W.

The Supplemental Environ-
mental Assessment is posted on
the Central Corridor LRT Project
website and is available for pub-
lic review and comment for 30
days. 

The direct link to the SEA
page is http://www.metrocoun-
cil.org/transportation/ccorri-
dor/EIS/SEAFeb2011.htm 

The direct link to the EA is
http://www.metrocouncil.org/tr
ansportation/ccorridor/EIS/Sup-
plementalEnviroAssessment.pdf 

In addition to giving testimo-
ny at the hearings, the public may
submit written comments by
March 31 to Kathryn O’Brien at the
address below or via email at
Kathryn.obrien@metc.state.mn.us 

Her mailing address is:
Kathryn O’Brien, Environmental
Services Manager, Central Corri-
dor Project Office, 540 Fairview
Ave. N., Ste. 200, St. Paul, MN
55104, 651-602-1927.
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Meetings planned March 16…

University Avenue business owners stage protest over Central Corridor



By DEBORAH BROTZ
When former Como Park res-

ident Deb Robinson proposed the
concept of a Como Woodland
Outdoor Classroom to the Dis-
trict 10 Environment Committee
in 2005, she started on a long
journey that is still years away
from completion. Now, her
dream is one step closer. Recently,
the City of St. Paul received a
$218,000 grant from the Min-
nesota Environment and Natural
Resources Trust Fund to transform
a 17.75-acre woodland located
within Como Regional Park into
the Como Woodland Outdoor
Classroom.

The Classroom will provide
environmental education and his-
torical interpretation for school
children and adults, habitat for
native wildlife, and an urban
woodland oasis for the inner-city
community where local place-
based hands-on environmental
learning opportunities are rare.

The idea for the outdoor
classroom sprang from Robin-
son’s work as a member of the
District 10 Environment Commit-
tee. They had already been organ-
izing small buckthorn busts and
trash removal events in the wood-
land area near the southwest cor-
ner of Como Park.

“Rumors had been circulating
that the woodland site was being
considered as a possible parking
lot or dog park,” she said. “We felt
that the last remaining woodland
of its size in Como Park should
remain a woodland. And, besides

the many values trees provide us,
perhaps the woodland had educa-
tional value as well.”

Having seen a presentation
about the Belwin Outdoor Class-
room in Afton (its name has since
changed to Valley Branch Envi-
ronmental Learning Center),
Robinson got ideas for Como’s
Woodland Outdoor Classroom.
All St. Paul Public School students
visit the Center once in the third
grade and again in fifth grade.

“Belwin’s outdoor classroom
is huge in comparison to the
17.75 acres of Como Woodland,
but the idea behind both large
and small outdoor classrooms is
the same: get kids unplugged and
outside to learn,” she said.  

Eloise Butler Wildflower Gar-
den in Minneapolis was another
outdoor space Robinson thought
was a good model for them. At 14
acres, its size was closer to Como
Woodland’s size, it has three dif-
ferent Minnesota plant communi-
ties, and it has a network of trails
with information posts.

Those two models provided a
useful starting point for develop-
ing the concept of a Como Wood-
land Outdoor Classroom. With
the support of the District 10 En-
vironment Committee, Robinson
wrote the first draft for the Out-
door Classroom. She did this as a
student project for a “Grant Writ-
ing and Project Development”
Class she was enrolled in at Metro
State University.

“But, that was just the begin-
ning, and the concept grew over

time as more people gave input,”
she said. 

Helping Robinson get the
Outdoor Classroom off the
ground was the project’s Advisory
Committee, which first met in Ju-
ly 2006. Those members include:
Josh Leonard, Susan Jane Cheney,
Jennifer Otremba, Joan McKear-
nan, Matt Schmitt, Teri Heyer, and
Ann White Eagle, some of who
are still active project advisers.

For physical site work, the
Como Woodland Outdoor Class-
room received $242,100 in 2009
for the 2010/11 cycle. Phase 1 of
the Master Plan is Restoration of
the Joyce Kilmer Memorial Fire-
place. The  $218,000 grant for the
2011/13 cycle is for Phase 2 and 3
of the Master Plan. Beginning lat-
er this month, Conservation
Corps Minnesota will be selective-

ly removing invasive trees as out-
lined in the Outdoor Classroom
Master Plan.

The grant will be used for de-
veloping six outdoor study areas,
for construction of 4,000 feet of
ADA  accessible trails, for four en-
try signs and Interpretative trail
signage, for teacher training and
student involvement, and for
propagation gardens.

Because there is a limit to
what volunteers can do, such as
trail work that involves heavy
equipment, cutting down invasive
trees with chainsaws, and invasive
species removal that involves
chemicals or fire, this grant is
needed.

“Plantings for the different
biomes (i.e. unique plant com-
munities) needs to be done by a
trained natural resource manager

so the plants selected will be able
to survive in the soils and weather
conditions present at the Como
Woodland site,” said Robinson.

Residents of St. Paul will
benefit from having this Outdoor
Classroom.

“Our economic wealth is to-
tally dependent on natural eco-
logical systems, yet the under-
standing of those vital systems is
hard to teach in traditional class-
rooms in a way that connects stu-
dents to the real world outside,”
said Robinson. “A well-educated
public is necessary if we are go-
ing to solve the serious ecological
problems we face, so people
need access to places like this
close to where they live.” 

The Como Woodland Out-
door Classroom is important to
Robinson for many reasons.

“The amount of time and ef-
fort I’ve put into researching out-
door education, gathering input
from stakeholders, going to the
woodland site to lead educational
tours and taking part in invasive
species removal events there, writ-
ing and giving presentations to
gain project support, writing
grants, and attending meetings has
made me a true believer in the val-
ue of outdoor education and the
value of providing a place for na-
ture in our big cities,” she said. 

Robinson hopes the Como
Woodland Outdoor Classroom
gets finished in her lifetime.

“My personal hope is that it
matures into a secure and sus-
tainable project—perhaps under
the guidance of a Friends-style
non-profit in partnership with
the Parks and Recreation Depart-
ment and the community,” she
said. “I also hope to see a new
crop of Como Woodland Advis-
ers watching over the project and
making it their own.”

For more information about
the Como Woodland Outdoor
Classroom readers can go to: co-
mowoodland.org
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Self Defense Training. Our self defense classes teach
awareness of self and the world around, help kids deal with bullies; teach
adults to be secure in their world; and with New Girl Order, teach women &
girls to avoid sexual assault: Next NGO seminar is 5/21/11. 2 persons $75
Free Uniforms in March for New Members! 
4 Classes $75 – Sign up at: www.runningtiger.com.
783 Raymond Ave. dave@runningtiger.com 651-247-6602

GIFT CERTIFICATES AVAILABLE

Dream of Como Woodland Outdoor Classroom one step closer

Recently, the City of St. Paul received a $218,000 grant from the Minneso-
ta Environment and Natural Resources Trust Fund to transform a 17.75-
acre woodland located within Como Regional Park into the Como Wood-
land Outdoor Classroom. Above, former Como Park resident Deb Robinson,
who proposed the concept to the District 10 Environmental Committee, pos-
es with other members of the Como Woodland Advisory Committee. (Photo
by Matt Robinson)

“My personal hope is that it matures into
a secure and sustainable project.”

- Deb Robinson



The Rice Street Branch Library
has many activities planned for
March. Please stop in and visit us!

In the Heart of the Beast will
present the puppet show “Coyote
Stories” on Saturday, March 26 at
2 p.m. Listen as Nimisee the
clown tells some favorite trickster
tales from the stories of the Assini-
boine of the Great Plains, the
Aztecs of Mexico and the Okana-
gun and Salishan of the Great
Basin.

Family story times will be of-
fered on Friday and Saturday
mornings at 10:30 a.m. Join Rice
Street’s storytelling experts for sto-

ries, finger plays, rhymes, and
songs. 

The Computer Gaming Club
will meet on Tuesdays, 4 to 5:30
p.m. Play Runescape, Wii, or learn
Scratch. Bring your friends!

The Collector’s Corner Neigh-
borhood Trading Post will be
open Wednesdays from 4 to 7
p.m. and Saturdays from 11 a.m.
to 1 p.m. Bring a tradable natural
object to the library and volun-
teers from the Science Museum of
Minnesota will help you learn
more about it

Free Family Friendly Movie
Matinees will be shown Saturdays

at 2 p.m. Please stop in or call the
library at 651-558-2223 to learn
which movie will be shown each
week.

Free Job Search Assistance will
be offered on Fridays from 10:30
a.m. to 12:30 p.m. A consultant
from Goodwill-Easter Seals will
provide help with job applications
and resumes. Please call 651-558-
2223 for more information.

The North End Book Club
will meet on Monday, March 28,
from 12:45-2:30 p.m. For more in-
formation or to register, please call
Sandy at 651-293-8733. This

group is offered in partnership
with the Community Education
Senior Program.

Computer classes will be of-
fered on Friday mornings from
10:15 a.m.-12:15 p.m. For more
information or to register, please
call Sandy at 651-293-8811. Class-
es are offered in partnership with
North End Community Educa-
tion.

The STARS Homework Help
Center is a quiet place for students
of all ages to work on schoolwork.
If you need help with homework
or would like to be a Homework

Helper, please visit STARS Monday
through Wednesday from 3 pm
to7 pm, Thursday from 3 p.m. to
5 p.m. or Sunday from 1 p.m. to 4
p.m.

The Rice Street Library is lo-
cated at 1011 Rice Street between
Lawson and Hatch. Hours are
Monday and Wednesday, 12 p.m.-
8 p.m.; Tuesday 10 a.m.-8 p.m.;
Thursday, Friday and Saturday, 10
a.m.-5:30 p.m.; and Sunday 1
p.m.-5 p.m. For more information
about the Rice Street Branch Li-
brary or any of our programs,
please call 651-558-2223. 

By JANE MCCLURE
A proposal to put a coffee

shop at 843 Rice Street would
mean a new use for a longtime
problem property turned office-
residential use. But could it also
create traffic headaches on Rice
Street and access problems for a
building to the north? Those are
questions the St. Paul Planning
Commission had to wrestle with.

The Planning Commission
approved a conditional use permit
for Sparc and its building at 843
Rice St. March 4, with several con-
ditions. The commission decision
is final unless it is appealed to the
St. Paul City Council within 10
days.

The coffee shop’s need for a
drive-through window has result-
ed in the District 6 (North End-
South Como) Planning Council
being at odds with Sparc, the com-
munity development corporation
for North End, South Como and
Hamline-Midway neighborhoods.
District 6 supported the drive-
through window only if several
conditions were met and had also
suggested that a coffee shop with-
out a drive-through window be
considered. District 6 has concerns
about the project including poten-
tial traffic backups on Rice Street
and access problems for the build-
ing to the north.

District 6 Executive Director
Kerry Antrim said that having the
district council and community

development corporation at odds
isn’t a good situation. But she said
Rice and Atwater is already a bad
corner, with tall buildings that re-
strict visibility. Traffic tie-ups on
Rice Street are already a problem.

Sparc Executive Director
Matthew Ides urged the Planning
Commission Zoning Committee
to recommend approval of the
permit, during a February 24 pub-
lic hearing. Ides said the approval
process has dragged on for so
long, Sparc could lose its building
buyer. The buyer was out of the
country and unable to attend the
public hearing. The buyer, who
wasn’t named, is interested in pur-
chasing other commercial proper-
ties along Rice Street.

One previous effort to sell the
building has already fallen
through, Ides said. He rejected
Planning Commission suggestions
for a layover. 

“We have laid this over be-
fore,” Ides said. He said the new
use will be good for Rice Street
and will allow Sparc to move to
another building and rehabilitate
it for future sale. That is what
Sparc and its predecessor, North
End Area Revitalization (NEAR)
do as a community development
corporation.

Ides and project architect Paul
Gates questioned whether the
change in use would cause traffic
problems. The coffee shop drive-
through would only get about 25

customers per day, with 100 to
125 customers in the coffee shop
building itself.

Even if there is no appeal of
the permit, the project may face
questions as it continues through
a city staff site plan review process.

A traffic study for the project had-
n’t been completed at the time of
the Planning Commission vote.
The project also lacks an approved
site plan and a completed proper-
ty survey, which raised red flags for
some Planning Commission
members. The site plan, once it is
approved by city staff, can also be
appealed to the Planning Com-
mission.

“There are surprises many
times in surveys,” said Commis-
sioner Barb Wencl. But Commis-
sioner Richard Kramer, who chairs
the Planning Commission Zoning
Committee, said that if the site plan
and survey results aren’t consistent,
the permit cannot be granted.

Conditional use permits for
all business drive-through win-
dows in St. Paul must meet several
conditions. The Sparc proposal

needs modifications on two con-
ditions. One is that the drive-
through window be at least 60 feet
from residential property. This
condition isn’t met for 843 Rice St.
as the window is 27 feet from a
four-plex on Atwater. City staff rec-

ommended modifying that condi-
tion, and modifying a second con-
dition requiring the fence on the
northern property line.

The Planning Commission
then added more conditions. One
condition of approval of the per-
mit is that the project needs an ap-
proved site plan. Another is that a
property line survey be completed
and that the survey be consistent
with the site plan. The drive-
through operation will be limited
to the hours of 6 a.m. and 5 p.m. 

The Planning Commission is
also recommending that no fence
or screening buffer be built along
the northern property line. That
would address concerns raised by
District 6 Planning Council  and
Dareld Meggitt, who owns the
building at 849 Rice St. Meggitt is
worried that putting a three-foot

fence on the property line would
make it difficult for his tenants to
use a narrow sidewalk that is adja-
cent to the 843 Rice St. parking lot.

Sparc argued for some kind of
fence or buffer. The zoning code
requires a six-foot buffer but the
Planning Commission can waive
that condition.

Sparc has its office at 843 Rice
St., which is at the northwest cor-
ner of Rice and Atwater streets.
The building is in a neighborhood
that is a mix of commercial, indus-
trial and residential properties. For
many years the building housed
the Cosmos sauna, which com-
munity activists believed was a
front for prostitution.

Sparc extensively rehabilitated
the building and now plans to sell
it. A building NEAR rehabilitated
years ago near Rice-Lawson fields
was sold and used as a coffee shop
in the 1990s. 

The property is zoned for tra-
ditional neighborhoods (TN)
mixed use. A coffee shop and of-
fices could go into the building
with no Planning Commission re-
view and approval process but a
drive-through window requires a
conditional use permit under city
zoning regulations. 

The window will be put in the
building’s attached garage. Vehi-
cles using the drive-through will
exit onto Atwater. Vehicles can en-
ter and exit the building lot via
Rice Street.
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City considers proposal for Rice St. coffee shop

“We have laid this 
over before.”

- Matthew Ides, Executive Director of Sparc

Wide variety of March events planned at Rice Street Branch Library



By JAN WILLMS
The gentle flakes fell softly,

coating the ground with a shim-
mering carpet of white. This po-
etic description could be applied
many times over to St. Paul this
past winter, but the reality of
having nearly 80 inches of snow-
fall lends itself more to destruc-
tion than to poetry.

There may be serious flood-
ing in the streets of St. Paul this
spring as the snow begins to
melt, but for many homeowners
the flooding may also be seen in
their bedrooms, basements and
gardens.

“I think the main thing this
year would be the damage done
to ceilings and walls, related to
water leaking into the house,
caused by ice dams,” said Ed
Gross of Merriam Park Painting. 

Ice dams are formed when
heat from the attic melts snow at
the ridge or peak of the roof
causing an “avalanche” of snow
and ice to overflow the gutters.
The melted water can then back
up under the shingles and work
its way into the house.

Gross said the solution usu-
ally requires getting rid of the ice

dam and possibly doing some
shingle repair by getting a water
shield underneath the shingles.
This could keep the ice from
forming. 

“You have to make sure the
area underneath the ice dam is
properly insulated so that warm
air doesn’t escape up into the
roof, which causes the snow to
melt,” Gross said.  “The water
runs a few feet, then freezes and
builds up a dam. The pool of wa-
ter runs down the roof and ends
up seeping into the house.”

Gross said if damage to the
interior is already there, the
homeowner needs to call some-
one like him for help.  

“Insulation may need to be
repaired or dried out, or taken
out and replaced. Maybe there is
no insulation in there,” he said.

“At times, depending on the
extent of insulation repair, the
homeowner may need to get an
insulation contractor up to prop-
erly replace the insulation,”
Gross said. He said that some-
times melting snow is due to
light fixtures that are recessed.
This may cause the roof to heat
up and melting to occur.

He also warned that a lot of
ice dam contractors just seem to
appear out of the woodwork. 

“The industry has grown
overnight, and a lot of these guys
have no track record,” he noted.
“These guys may show up with a
sledgehammer on your roof.”

Dave Austad of Austad Con-
struction agreed with Gross that
with all the damage to roofs

from the heavy snow,  there are a
lot of would-be contractors out
there, operating with no insur-
ance or license, doing substan-
dard work. 

“They come from every-
where and are good at rounding
up customers,” Austad said. He
said that all in all, people who
travel around do not have a vest-
ed interest in the community.

“If it sounds too good to be
true, it probably is,” Austad said. 

He said it has been an awful
year for ice damming problems,
which can be solved with insula-
tion and ventilation. 

“A lot of people with old
roofs have been waiting to fix
them,” Austad said. “Now they

CONTINUED ON PAGE 9
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Winter snowfall may mean spring
flooding and local home damage

Ice dams are formed when heat from the attic melts snow at the ridge or peak of the roof causing an “avalanche” of
snow and ice to overflow the gutters. The melted water can then back up under the shingles and work its way into
the house.



Winter
snowfall
Continued from page 8
realize they have to get some-
thing done with it. There are
more exterior projects than in the
past three or four years.”

Austad said that while peo-
ple have been remodeling before
to add to the value of their
homes, they are doing it now to
protect their homes from the ele-
ments.

“People have been very frugal
in the last two years,” he said.
“Now they know where they sit
in this economy. They’re not
moving, but fixing up their
homes to live in them.”

He advised people to check
their sump pumps and do what
they can outside to keep water
away from their houses and side-
walks. “We’re not seeing as much
fancy stuff being done, but peo-
ple are doing the stuff that needs
to be done,” Austad said.

Rob Gardner of Gardner
Construction said he sees people
just trying to fix up their homes
in general this year. “They’re put-
ting in new floors and fixing
basement walls,” he said. He said
that while most of his customers
are taking care of necessities, oth-
ers may be doing more.

“It depends on the person,”
Gardner said. “If they’ve got
money to spend, they’ll spend it.”

Gardner said he does mostly
concrete work, on sidewalks,
driveways and steps. 

“Once the snow is gone, peo-
ple start looking at their side-
walks and driveways and seeing if
there is anything to do,” he said.

Julie Pirie, the showroom
manager at Hamernicks Decorat-
ing Center, said the store’s resi-

dent expert, Mel Deal, advises wa-
terproofing concrete basement
walls now while they are dry. 

“This will help combat wet
walls when the snow melts,” she
noted. “When the weather warms
to 60 degrees or greater, caulking
any voids around the windows
and doorframes will prevent any
future leaks. In warmer weather,
waterproofing paint can also be
applied to exterior cement walls.”

Pirie said there are customers
who want to do minimum im-
provements to hopefully sell their
home in the near future, such as
installing inexpensive carpet or
laminating countertops. 

“But the majority of people
coming in are looking for good,

sound design advice and quality
products,” she added. 

She said new yarn systems
such as Anso and Smartstrand of-
fer lifetime stain warranties and
come in a variety of styles and
price points. “Granite and solid
surface countertops have a classic,
rich look and are easy to clean,”
she said. “Hardwoods and lami-
nates have new finishes for easier
maintenance and the newest cate-
gory, luxury vinyl tile, has taken
the lead in popularity for hard
surface flooring.”

Taking the worst hit this win-
ter are rain gutters, paint on the
outside of the house and shingles
that are beat up from the snow
on the roof, according to Kendall

Crosby, owner of Kendall’s Ace
Hardware.

“We are stocking up this year
on UGL, a waterproofing paint
you put in your basement.” Cros-
by said. “You paint your base-
ment walls with it and have no
water leaks.”

“We’re expecting a lot of
flooded basements this year,” he
said.

The rough winter has not

been too bad for landscaping, ac-
cording to Andrew Pierce of
Beaks Lawn Care Landscaping.
He said there has been a lot of
snow cover, and anything that is
not cold hardy, including deli-
cate plants, should be fine. 

“Flooding is the main prob-
lem, but it shouldn’t drown
everything out,” Pierce said. He
said that the steady cold has
been helpful for vegetation, bet-
ter than if the temperatures had
been up and down.

“The plants have something
similar to antifreeze in their
cells,” Pierce explained. “Others
have water in between their
cells.” He said the heavy snow
has been hard on the branches of
some plants.

“I’m really worried about
some of our evergreens,” said
Mark Armstead, assistant retail
manager and grower at Linders.
“The heavy amount of snow has
ripped and torn away some of
their branches.”

He said snow mold is also
pervasive this spring.  He said
snow mold resembles crop cir-
cles that show up on the lawn.

“The ground has not had a
chance to dry up, and snow
mold should disappear when it
does dry. Once the yard is dry,
you should get out there and
rake,” Armstead advised.

He said he expects the
ground will be very soggy this
year. He said that if people have
questions about their yards and
gardens, they can always call Lin-
ders. 
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“A lot of people with old roofs 
have been waiting to fix them.

Now they realize they have to get 
something done with it. There

are more exterior projects than in
the past three or four years.”

- Contractor Dave Austad



St. Bernard’s holds
Spaghetti Dinner Mar. 19
The Saint Bernard Men’s Club
25th annual Spaghetti Dinner
will be on Saturday, March 19th,
from 4 p.m. to 7 p.m. (or we run
out of food), in the Parish Center,
Rice and Geranium. Adults $8,
Seniors $6, Young Adults 6-12
years, $4, and Under 6, FREE.
Menu is Spaghetti, (all you can
eat), plus Meatballs, Bread,
Butter, Coffee or Milk, and
Dessert. All profits go to parish
needs.

Pre adoption session for
Minnesota’s children
Have you ever wondered about
adoption?  Or if you could par-
ent an “older” child?  Or what
they mean by “special needs”?
Or what it costs to adopt a wait-
ing child:  Or who are Minneso-
ta’s waiting children?

Downey Side…families for
youth, invites community mem-
bers to attend a FREE informa-
tion session regarding adoption
and Minnesota’s Waiting
Children.  Downey Side’s next
information session will be
Tuesday, March 22rd, from 6:30
to 8 p.m.  at Downey Side
Minnesota, 450 North Syndicate
Street, Suite 90, St. Paul, MN
55104.  Pre-registration required.
To register, email
stpaulmn@downeyside.org or
call 651-228-0117.

Spring concert at Church
of the Redeemer Mar. 27
Lutheran Church of the
Redeemer, 285 N. Dale St., will
host the Spring Concert of the
Minnesota Valley Men’s Chorus
at 3:30 p.m. on Sunday, March 27
as part of its Compline and
Concerts series.  The Chorus con-
sists of 40 men, directed by
Stephen O. Boehlke and accom-
panied by Margaret Boehlke, and
their program consists of sacred
and secular works.  There is no
charge, but a freewill offering will
be collected.  The concert will be
followed by refreshments and the
service of compline.  Call 651-
227-8295 for more information.

Teens Create! with
Intermedia Arts
Saint Paul Public Library is team-
ing up with Intermedia Arts to
offer several interactive events for
teens in March. All programs are
free, but space is limited, so pre-
registration is required.

At three Experimental Film-
making workshops, teens can
create short films while experi-
menting with the elements of
filmmaking including sound,

color, light, texture, and pattern
rhythm. Sessions available are:

Saturday, March 19 at 1:30
p.m. at St. Anthony Park Library,
2245 Como Ave., 651-642-0411;
Thursday, March 24 at 1 p.m. at
Rondo Library, 461 N. Dale St.,
651-266-7400.

Intermedia Arts is also pre-
senting a Design Your Own
Video Game teen workshop at
Arlington Hill Library, 1105
Greenbrier Street, on Monday,
March 21 at 2 p.m. Teens will cre-
ate their own video game using
Scratch software to explore char-
acter development, narrative and
story structure, and video game
scoring technology. Call 651-793-
3930 to register for this event.

For more information on
these and other programs for
teens, visit www.sppl.org.

Poet Kysar at Hamline
Midway Library April 4
St. Paul poet Kathryn Kysar, who
grew up in the Hamline Midway,
returns to the Hamline Midway
Public Library on Monday, April
4, 7 p.m., to debut her new poet-
ry collection, Pretend the World.
Author of Dark Lake and editor of
Riding Shotgun: Women Write
About Their Mothers, Kysar
teaches at Anoka-Ramsey
Community College. Midway
musician Sean Egan will provide
accompaniment on jazz clarinet.
Free, open to the public, with
refreshments served, and books
and CDs will be available for pur-
chase.  For further information,
call the library at 651-642-0293.

Lenten Renewal Class at
Jehovah Lutheran
A new Adult Bible Class (ABC)
series, “Lenten Renewal   the Ten
Commandments in Daily Life,”
begins Sunday, March 13, at 9:30
a.m. in the lounge of Jehovah
Lutheran Church, 1566 Thomas
Avenue at Snelling.  The series
runs six weeks and examines each
of the Ten Commandments for
how they can help deepen one’s
faith and life with God and one
another.  Six members of the class
are preparing to lead the interac-
tive sessions.  Coffee is served at
9:30 a.m., prayers shared at 9:40
a.m. and study begins at 9:45
a.m. in the lounge.  All are wel-
come.

Nutrition, weaning 
discussed April 12
Nutrition and Weaning is the
topic of the meeting of the
Como-Midway La Leche Group
on Tuesday, April 12. All expec-
tant and nursing mothers are
invited to attend with their
babies and toddlers. Call Heidi at
651-659-9527 for more informa-
tion

Workshop at 
Bethel Lutheran
A one-day workshop on Satur-
day, March 26, from 9 a.m. to 2
p.m. (lunch included) to help
you wisely manage your money
throughout life’s financial up$
and down$…  

“Financial Foundations for
Life” is a FREE, fast-paced, inter-
active workshop offering practi-
cal tips to help you wisely man-
age your money. Issues addressed
include: (1) Budgeting to create
savings; (2) Debt reduction and
asset building;   (3) Building a
good credit rating; & (4) Con-
sumer protection and under-
standing financial institutions. 

The workshop is ideal for
those who struggle with monthly
bills, those who have difficulty
saving money & those seeking a
more secure financial future.
Easy-to-use, practical informa-
tion for graduating students and
those entering work, engaged
couples and newlyweds, those in
job transitions and those sud-
denly facing finances alone.  

The workshop is led by
Bethel Lutheran members who
have received special training
from Lutheran Social Service
Financial Counseling Service at
Bethel Lutheran Church  670
Wheelock Parkway,    Register by
March 21 at  or 651-488-6681.

Christ in the Passover
What do the Jewish Passover and
Jesus last supper have in com-
mon?  Amer Olson, with Jews for
Jesus, will answer that question as
he presents “Christ in the
Passover” at Bethel Lutheran
Church located at 670 W
Wheelock Pkwy on Friday, April
15th, at 7 p.m.  You’ll gain won-
derful insights on how the pieces
of God’s plan of salvation fit
together, and you’ll remember
this visual display of the Passover
pageantry for years to come. Join
us for Christ in the Passover from
Egypt to Calvary to what it means
for us today. For more informa-
tion contact Bethel at 651-488-
6681.

Wed Devotions/Soup at
Jehovah Lutheran
The Lenten season began at
Jehovah Lutheran, 1566 Thomas
Avenue at Snelling, with Ash
Wednesday (March 9) worship
and imposition of ashes at both
the 12:00 noon and 6:30 p.m.
services.  Worship around the
Word continues along with
Fellowship over a simple meal on
the Wednesdays in Lent after Ash
Wednesday -  March 16, 23, 30,
April 6 and 13 -  at noon and
eventide.  “By Faith,” based on
the Biblical book of Hebrews,
chapter eleven, is the theme of
the devotions at 11:30 a.m. and
6:30 p.m.  A light soup meal will

be served at noon following wor-
ship and at 5:30 p.m. before
evening worship.  The “By Faith”
persons to be studied are Noah,
Abraham, Moses, the Israelites
and finally, Jesus, “the perfecter
of our faith” as he takes the path
to the cross. Please enter at the
Thomas Street door to join this
Lenten journey of faith.

Legislators hold town
meeting March 19
Sen. Ellen Anderson, Rep. Alice
Hausman, and Rep. John Lesch
will hold a town meeting Satur-
day, March 19, from 10 to noon,
at the Lakeside Pavilion on Co-
mo Lake. The meeting is free and
open to all District 66 con-
stituents.

The Midway is in 66B, repre-
sented by Sen. Anderson and
Rep. Hausman.  North End is in
66A, represented by Sen. Ander-
son and Rep. Lesch. Como lies in
both. Legislators want to hear
views on education, jobs, health
care, housing, energy, environ-
ment, transportation, taxes and
other issues. 

One issue will dominate:  a
five billion dollar budget deficit.
Governor Dayton proposed a
balanced approach of cuts and
revenue, while new legislative
majorities propose all cuts. Min-
nesota’s constitution requires a
balanced budget.  

The Pavilion on Como Lake
has free parking (enter from
Lexington). An elevator goes to

the third floor, where the meeting
will be held. Food and beverages
are available for purchase on 
the ground floor. For more 
information, call Sen. Anderson
at 651-296-5537 or email at
sen.ellen.anderson@senate.mn

HM Elders Food Growing
talk April 12
April 12: “Teaching Others about
Food Growing, Storage and
Usage," will be addressed on
April 12 at 11:30 at 1514
Englewood Avenue. What do you
remember about by-gone habits
for growing, storing or cooking?
What money saving tips could
you share?  Lunch is served from
11:30  a.m.– 12:15 p.m. and a
free will donation is asked for the
meal.  A registered nurse will also
be available to take blood pres-
sures. Call the office of Hamline
Midway Elders 651-209-6542 to
make reservations. 

Healthy Eating discussed
Thursdays
New!  Healthy Eating for
Successful Living, Thursdays,
April 14 – May 19, 6:30 p.m.
Learn about nutrition, how to
make effective behavior changes
and realistic goal setting, all in an
interesting, relaxed setting.  No
cost. Call HM Elders 651-209-
6542 to register.  
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By JANE MCCLURE
Two construction projects on

Snelling Avenue may be months
away but advocates for safety and
“Complete Streets” say now is the
time to push for changes. Com-
ments from a February 7 Snelling
Avenue Complete Streets work-
shop will be forwarded to Min-
nesota Department of Transporta-
tion (MnDOT) and St. Paul Public
Works for consideration. The or-
ganizations are also asking that
the projects be delayed, if possible,
to see if ideas can be considered.

More than 80 people filled a
Highland Arena meeting room for
the workshop, which was spon-
sored by the Sierra Club North
Star Chapter, St. Paul Bicycle
Coalition, Fresh Energy, Mn
GreenCorps, St. Paul Smart Trips,
Active Living Ramsey Communi-
ties and Transit for Livable Com-
munities (TLC).

“Complete Streets” is a city
policy for street reconstruction
projects. It is also state law, with a
Complete Streets policy passed by
the 2010 Minnesota Legislature. It
is a policy that calls for transporta-
tion planning and design process-
es that emphasize safety and acces-
sibility for all users of a public
street. The needs of pedestrians, bi-
cyclists, motorists and transit rid-
ers have to be taken into account
when a street is redesigned or
built.

MnDOT has two projects
planned this summer. One is a
mill and overlay of Montreal Av-

enue from West Seventh Street to
Snelling, and Snelling from Mon-
treal to Dayton Avenue. This proj-
ect would start late this summer,
with a break to accommodate
Minnesota State Fair traffic, said
MnDOT Project Manager Jennie
Read. It would include reconfigu-
ration of the handicapped accessi-
ble ramps at each street crossing.
The current ramps, which are the
area where the sidewalk slopes to
accommodate people who use
wheelchairs, don’t meet current
federal Americans with Disability
Act (ADA) standards. Pedestrian
signals that are audible for visually
impaired persons, like those re-
cently installed at Ford Parkway
and Cleveland, would also be
added.

A second project would be re-
habilitation of the two concrete
Snelling bridges that cross Pierce
Butler Route, railroad tracks and
Energy Park Drive in the Hamline-
Midway and Como neighbor-
hoods. The specific timeline for
this project hasn’t been set. This is
a stretch of Snelling where speeds
are increased and many pedestri-
ans and bicyclists who use the nar-
row sidewalks along the bridges
said it is an area where they don’t
feel safe. One huge problem here
is how quickly vehicles merge into
traffic from Pierce Butler Route
and Energy Park Drive.

Snelling is one of the busiest
north-south streets in the Twin
Cities.  It carries about 9,600 vehi-
cles per day at Snelling and Mon-

treal. That increases to about
19,600 vehicles at Snelling and
Ford Parkway, and climbs to
43,000 at Snelling and Marshall
avenues. Along the bridge, vol-
umes range from 39,000 to 41,000
on Snelling in the Pierce Butler
and Como Avenue areas. 

Ethan Fawley of the Sierra
Club said the projects provide a
rare opportunity to seek improve-
ments to Snelling. “These projects
only come around every 10 to 15
years and we need to act quickly.”

Read said MnDOT is open to
looking at ideas for Snelling. But
she and St. Paul Public Works offi-
cials noted that the project budg-
ets don’t include major street re-
construction. Snelling won’t be
widened, for example, and the
street won’t be rebuilt beyond its
existing right-of-way. Funding for
improvements beyond what is
budgeted is also a question mark.

The other issue Read pointed
out is that Snelling is a state trunk
highway and is a major truck route
through the area.

The intent of the workshop
wasn’t to advocate for specific
ideas but to bring forward a range
of traffic calming and Complete
Streets ideas MnDOT and city offi-
cials can consider during the two
projects, said Josh Houdek, a Sier-
ra Club organizer on land use and
transportation issues. Workshop
organizers urged those present to
contact state and city officials with
their ideas. 

The groups also may ask Mn-

DOT to delay the project so that
more public input can be sought,
Houdek said. “I think that many
people want to see ideas consid-
ered that would make Snelling Av-
enue safer for everyone – pedestri-
ans, bicyclists and motorists. And
there’s a question of whether there
is time to do that.”

“Unfortunately there is little
in the current complete streets leg-
islation that forces MnDOT to
make changes without significant
community backing, and even
then their existing design guide-
lines allow minimal variance,”
said Jeff Zaayer of the St. Paul Bicy-
cle Coalition. He said the meeting
would help engage MnDOT and
Public Works with community
members.

On the two bridges, requests
were made to lower speeds there,
which increase to 40 miles per
hour as vehicles travel the bridge,
and to reconfigure the entrance
ramps so that vehicles can merge
safely. Lowering the speed limit
would require a speed study, ac-
cording to MnDOT.

One idea is to design the en-
trance ramps at right angles where
Pierce Butler and Energy Park
Drive feed traffic onto the bridge.
Several speakers said driving, rid-
ing a bike or even using the bridge
sidewalks is dangerous because of
the way vehicles speed onto
Snelling.

Many at the meeting also dis-
cussed the need for bicycles to get
through the area safely. Bicycles

can and do use Snelling but sever-
al people at the meeting said
there’s a need for an alternative
safe north-south bicycle route
through St. Paul’s western neigh-
borhoods. The Snelling bridges are
one of the only ways to get across
the streets and railroad tracks in
that area. Some speakers at the
meeting said they want to see a
dedicated pedestrian and bicycle
bridge.

Zaayer said establishing a safe
route is a “huge goal’ for bicyclists.
“It’s a critical link but it’s been a
missing link for a long time.” He
said that while some cyclists
would like a lane on Snelling, that
isn’t likely. But Zaayer and other
cyclists said that making Snelling
safer for bikes in mixed traffic
would make it safer for everyone.

At minimum, said Zaayer, bi-
cyclists would like to see what is
called an uphill bike lane on Mon-
treal. Bicyclists can travel Montreal
now but the steep hill means
some riders need to be able to take
a break out of motor vehicle traf-
fic. An uphill bike lane has small
uphill refuges or raised places cy-
clists can stop out of traffic. 

Many meeting participants
signed a large banner and wrote
down ideas to make Snelling safer,
including corner bumpouts, more
marked crosswalks and pedestrian-
activated crossing signals. Several
meeting attendees described hav-
ing to dash across Snelling to catch
buses or get to their destinations
on foot. Requests were also heard
to preserve as much on-street park-
ing as possible. Houdek said the
intent of bringing forward ideas is-
n’t to take away business parking.

One idea for the bridges
would be to change the way traffic
flows onto Snelling from east-west
streets, possibly by redesigning the
ramps to be right-angled to slow
down traffic. Many Monitor area
residents who attended the meet-
ing said the ramps as designed
now are simply too dangerous.

But some ideas did cause de-
bate. A suggestion of narrowing
the traffic lanes brought a protest
from a woman who said she is a
frequent bus rider. “I would be
scared to death to be in a bus in a
10-foot lane,” she said.

But Steve Clark from TLC and
other organizers said buses down-
town already travel in 10-foot
lanes. He commented that vehicles
could drive safety in 10-foot lanes
although some professional driv-
ers “might lose a mirror.”

Another idea that is generat-
ing debate is that of extending the
new median between St. Clair and
Grand north along Snelling. The
idea of a median on all or part of
Snelling from Summit Avenue to
Marshall Avenue has been dis-
cussed by Union Park District
Council (UPDC). A district coun-
cil committee wants a median
considered to calm traffic and im-
prove pedestrian safety. But that
has raised red flags for Snelling-
Selby businesses. Eugene Monnig,
business association vice president
and owner of Cadenza Music, said
the businesses lost parking several
years ago when bumpouts were in-
stalled. He said businesses cannot
lose any more parking.

“We’re certainly not promot-
ing a median,” Houdek said.
Groups and district councils can
bring forward the idea but he said
it most likely would be beyond the
scope of the mill and overlay proj-
ect. 
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Bailout
Continued from page 1

At least two of the organiza-
tion’s 14 board members’ busi-
nesses are planning to move.

McCann, whose Update
Company and Midtown Com-
mons owns and leases office and
warehouse space, said there will
be places that benefit from light
rail. There is interest from office
and non-retail businesses that are
interested in the convenience of
rail once the line starts operating
in 2014. But that is three years
away and many businesses will
suffer in the meantime.

“We know this will have ben-
efits for some but we’re concerned
that a lot of the businesses that
have stuck it out for years won’t
survive to see it,” he said.

City staff contends that they
are willing to continue to try to
help businesses get through the
expected disruption and the long-
term loss of parking. But they
note light rail will bring change
and that everyone needs to work
together.

“I think there is an expecta-
tion in St. Paul that we can always
park at the front door of a busi-
ness and in reality, we’re not al-
ways able to do that,” said Al
Lovejoy, a planner for St. Paul
Public Works. Public Works and
PED have worked since 2008 to
help find locations for shared off-
street parking.

PED Project Manager Craig
Blakely said it’s challenging to get
businesses in an area to work to-
gether and to have everyone look
at parking as part of a larger sys-
tem. It has taken months to get
the University-Snelling businesses
to work together, to lease space
northwest of the corner that is
owned by American Bank.

But city staff challenges many
of the parking arguments. Studies
have found that off-street parking
along University is “dramatically
underutilized”in many areas and
that redesign of lots is needed to
promote more off-street parking.
City staff are also actively working
on ways to improve alleys to con-
vert them for more business and
parking access.

Lovejoy, Blakely and Nancy

Homans, Mayor Chris Coleman’s
point person on light rail, say the
city is doing all it can to help
businesses thrive during and after
rail construction. But they also
point out that city resources are
limited. In recent months, city of-
ficials have expanded their offers
of help to say that not only will
help businesses wanting to stay
on University, they will; help busi-
nesses relocate elsewhere in the
city.

Midway Chamber of Com-
merce Executive Director Kari
Canfield said her organization is
trying to focus less on businesses
leaving University and more on
helping with the marketing to
help those businesses that stay. A
marketing program will be rolled
out soon to promote shopping,
dining and using services on Uni-
versity. 

“We’re really trying to focus
on the positive,”Canfield said.
While the Chamber knows busi-
nesses will leave, the hope is that
businesses work together to mar-
ket themselves and keep cus-
tomers coming. And over the long
term, Canfield said light rail does
provide opportunities for new
businesses to come in.

Businesses that plan to stay
know they could be in for months
of disruption. Tryg Truelson, who
owns Porky’s Drive-In Restaurant,
said he plans to keep the popular
hangout open. “But the lack of ac-
cess will be tough for a time.”

The other unknown he is eye-
ing is how vintage car fans, who
hang out at his business on week-
ends, will be able to easily cruise
University Avenue with restricted
turning movements when con-
struction begins

Other business owners, in-
cluding Russian Tea House co-
owner Nikolai Alenov, may shut
down for a time. Alenov said his
restaurant has off-street parking
but said he may shut down his
restaurant for a time. “It’s hard for
us to plan if customers can’t get
here,”he said. “We have to buy the
right amount of food and not
have it go to waste.”

Landlords including Tim
Holden, worry that they will lose
tenants. Holden owns a construc-
tion business and property in the
University-Snelling area. Business-
es there have worked with city

staff in shared parking, but Hold-
en and other property owners
question paying for off-street
parking that few will lose. “It’s just
going to be a mess,’ Holden said.

Other tenants are already
gone. Swank, a vintage show near

Iris Park, closed in early February.
Owner Alan Gutttenfelder is out
$30,000 for the shop he opened
more than three years ago. “We
were facing years of construction
and no parking during and no
parking after the light rail is

scheduled to begin service in year
2014,”he said. “I would like to
have relocated my business but
there is no business support fund
for St. Paul businesses.”

CONTINUED ON PAGE 15

By JANE MCCLURE
Long-term plans for a former

Midway Chevrolet property call
for development of housing there.
But in the meantime, that property
and another site to the west will
help alleviate the potential park-
ing crunch created by Central Cor-
ridor construction.

Hamline-Midway Coalition,
city officials and LISC host a work-
shop to identify the goals for the
redevelopment of 1433 University
Ave. West. The city owns the prop-
erty and purchased it with the
long-term goal of providing af-
fordable housing on the site. But
no development plans have
emerged since the city bought the
land in 2009.

The workshop to discuss ideas
for the site is 6:30-8 p.m. Monday,
March 14 at the Central Corridor
Resource Center, 1080 University
Av. West. Contact Gretchen
Nicholls, Twin Cities LISC, 651-
265-2280 or gnicholls@lisc.org.
Child care services will be provid-
ed by request only.

Site zoning would accommo-
date housing or mixed use devel-

opment.
In the meantime, the St. Paul

City Council, acting as the Hous-
ing and Redevelopment Authority
(HRA) Board, voted February 23
to lease the site to Constantino Re-
al Estate LLC. The company owns
property on University Avenue
west of the vacant lot has two ten-
ants, Elsa’s House of Sleep and Big
Ten LLC, that need parking. Other
businesses in the area, including
Blessings Salon and Earth’s Beauty
Supply are also potential users of
the lot for parking.

Businesses will share in the
maintenance costs for the property
but won’t pay rent under the
agreement with the city. The agree-
ment approved by the HRA is ini-
tially for one year but can be con-
tinued until Oct. 31, 2014, when
rail construction is to be complete
and trains up and running.

If necessary, the lease can be
cancelled with 30 days’ notice.

Ward Four Council Member
Russ Stark said the lease provides
an interim use for the property
while helping the businesses at the
same time. While the long-term

goal is for redevelopment, there
are no development plans for the
site at this time.

The council, acting as the
HRA, also approved a second in-
terim parking lot February 23. A
lease with the St. Paul Federal
Credit Union was approved to
provide 30 temporary parking
spaces at 1644 University Av. The

property was the site of the Kim
Huoy Chor restaurant until that
business closed due to ongoing
health code violations. 

The credit union owns the
property and hopes to put a new
facility there in the future. The
credit union has variances to put a
needed drive-through lane at the
rear of the property. But no specif-

ic timeline has been announced to
renovate the building and open a
credit union there.

With no development under-
way, and a shared parking agree-
ment nearby still on the drawing
boards, city staff proposed the
lease as an interim step. Parking at
the east end of the lot is already
shared with Pawn America; that
arrangement will not change.

In June 2010 a $250,000 allo-
cation was given to businesses at
the northwest corner of University
and Snelling to create a shared lot.
But negotiations continue and
that lot won’t be completed before
construction gets rolling this
spring. That lot, northwest of the
businesses, is owned by American
Bank. The lot needs improvements
and businesses need to sign leases
and create a parking improvement
district.

The lease is for a minimum of
five months for $6,750 and a max-
imum time of nine months for
$12,150. It will serve businesses
from 1601 to 1639 University. 

The only obligation for the
HRA is for rent and snow removal. 
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Next Deadline:
April 4

Parking lots discussed, development eyed for former Midway Chev

Hamline-Midway Coalition, city officials and LISC will host a workshop to
identify the goals for the redevelopment of 1433 University Ave. West on
March 14. (Photo by Stefanie Berres)



By JAN WILLMS
A creative mind, an adventur-

ous spirit and an open heart.
According to Nancy Antenuc-

ci, these are what you will need to
properly experience her recently
published book “Psychic Tarot.”

Antenucci, who lives and
works in the Midway area, teaches
and mentors Tarot and intuitive
development classes in Minneapo-
lis and St. Paul. Tarot is a pack of
cards (most commonly number-
ing 78), used from the mid-15th
century. From the late 18th century
until the present time Tarot has al-
so been used as a map of mental
and spiritual pathways.

Antenucci is also the creator
of Midway Independent Business,
an alliance for the entrepreneurs in
her neighborhood.

With the assistance of Melanie
Howard, a psychic and Tarot read-
er from Hastings, Antenucci has
written a book to teach readers
how to use their natural psychic
abilities to read Tarot cards.

“I had my first deck of cards

when I was about 12, but I didn’t
start paying considerable attention
to Tarot until I was in my 20s,” An-
tenucci said. At that time, there
were not many choices in decks of
cards, and she taught herself how
to use them.

“I was working as a profes-
sional dancer in Pennsylvania,”
she recalled, “and the message I re-
ceived was that I should move to
Minnesota to find the teacher I
needed. I moved, but did not find
anyone, and I became my own
teacher.”

Antenucci said that is the mes-
sage at the core of her book—be-
come your own authority.

Howard met Antenucci eight
years ago at a Women in Spirituali-
ty conference in Mankato. She at-
tended one of the classes Antenuc-
ci was teaching, and loved it. She
became an apprentice of Antenuc-
ci.

Antenucci received a proposal
to do a book, and she and Howard
began working on it about a year
ago.

“Most of the time, it helped
for us to bounce ideas off each
other,” Antenucci said with a
smile.

“I use Tarot to do creative en-
ergy and coaching,” Antenucci
said. “I do counseling and mentor-
ing for organizations. For people

who want more creativity in their
own lives, I teach intuitive devel-
opment classes. The challenge for
the book was to blend Tarot and
intuitive development.”

Antenucci said that reading
Tarot cards can help one connect
to his or her own purpose. 

“What is it you really want?
How do you handle the hard stuff?
You have to enjoy the adventure
part,” Antenucci said. “Whatever
works for you to feel creative in
your own life is what works for us.
The world needs a lot more joy
and people thinking outside the
box.”

“For a lot of us who use Tarot,
we are very image-oriented and vi-
sual people,” Antenucci contin-
ued.  She said Mary Greer, a well-
known name in the Tarot field,
has said that learning about psy-
chic energy and Tarot is like com-
pleting a self-imposed degree. 

“You have to know art history,
psychology, philosophy and mod-
ern science,” Antenucci said. “It
opens the door for all kinds of
studies of human nature.”

She said her book is the per-
fect book for a beginner.

“A lot of Tarot readers don’t
see themselves as psychic,” she ex-
plained. “This book is for them, as
well as psychics.” She said readers
can learn how to develop their
psychic nature if they so choose. 

She said she is not sure if
everyone might feel comfortable
speaking to ghosts and spirits, and
they should perhaps not do that.
She recommended that readers
just give themselves permission to
feel their own energy.

“Nancy teaches having good
boundaries,” Howard added, “and
I like that.”  She said a psychic can
be empathic, but does not need to

keep the shingle out all the time.
Antenucci stressed that psy-

chic energy can be a part of one’s
routine. “If it can’t be used in daily
life, it isn’t worth much,” she not-
ed. “It’s like in church. It’s not
who you are on Sunday, but who
you are on Monday that’s impor-
tant.”

“How are you using your en-
ergy?” she asked. “What does this
mean to your client tomorrow?
You could get really lost in theory.”

She said that even beautiful,
loving words can have a kick to
them.

“If I see something, I have to
say it,” she said. “Truth is what
makes you feel better. I don’t think
I ever give someone information
they don’t have power over.”

Antenucci said she doesn’t say
something to a client that he or
she does not already know on
some level. 

“You almost always have a
sense, and I am here with you.
Let’s explore it,” she will tell a
client. “Talk to the fear instead of
letting it yell at you.”

Even if a reader is not a Tarot
believer, Antenucci said he or she
can benefit from reading the
book. 

“’Psychic Tarot’ encourages
just as much exploration of your
own spirit and journey as it does
of your Tarot cards,” she ex-
plained.

She and Howard have already
had book signings and are sched-
uled to have another at Valley
Book Seller in Stillwater March 11
at 6:30 p.m. Antenucci also has a
Tarot meet-up called Tarot For Us
online, through Yahoo. She plans
to sell “Psychic Tarot” at confer-
ences and directly to bookstores. It
is also available on Amazon.

Construction
Continued from page 4

The intent is to maintain ve-
hicle and pedestrian access to all
properties. Project outreach staff
members have spent several
months contracting businesses
and meeting with owners to dis-
cuss access and how it will be pro-
vided when construction is going
out outside the front door.

At least four feet of front side-
walk is to be maintained except
when the new sidewalk is in-
stalled in front of a property. Side-
walks are to be replaced in 15
days. Properties may have to have
temporary sidewalks and ramps.

Work in the one-mile sec-
tions will shift to the north side of
University only after the new road
and sidewalks are built and re-
opened on the south. The final
piece of construction in each seg-
ment of the line is that of in-
stalling the track, guideway and
station platform foundations.

While the street is torn up,
public and private utilities must
be relocated, including storm and
sanitary sewers, electrical lines,
phone and other communica-
tions system lines. District Energy,
which wants to install a steam
line along university, will be in-
stalling some of its infrastructure
as well.

The intent is to keep Universi-
ty Avenue open at all times for
traffic, with one lane of through
traffic in each direction. Traffic
will be in two lanes on one-half of
the street. Traffic will be on the
north side during the first phases

on construction. Project staff will
provide notification prior to shift-
ing traffic lanes. 

Once the street and sidewalk
is restored on the north and south
sides of University, Work in the
center of the street gets underway
to install track, guideway and sta-
tion platforms. That is expected to
continue through November. In
2011 crews will be back to com-
plete installation of the rail infra-
structure and install overhead
wires and communications sys-
tems.

When work is done on the
north side, two lanes of traffic will
be moved the south.

Power outages and water
shutoffs are anticipated during
construction. Project outreach
staff will work with businesses to
get the word out as much as possi-
ble before that happens.

One challenging area during
construction will be University
and Snelling. Utility work there re-
cently caused some traffic tie-ups.
Soler said contractors will work
closely with Xcel Energy on reloca-
tion of major utilities there. 

Snelling will be open for full
traffic during the Minnesota State
Fair. “We don’t want to create sig-
nificant traffic impacts for the
fair,” Soler said.

University Avenue will be go-
ing on while there is work under-
way on the Washington Avenue
bridge, the East and West Bank
University of Minnesota campus-
es, and in downtown St. Paul. The
permanent closure of Washington
Avenue through the U of M cam-
pus is also slated to take place this
construction season.
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• Preventive Care
• Fillings
• Root Canals

• Extractions
• Whitening
• Crown & Bridge

• Veneers
• Dentures

Visit us at:

www.AustinFamilyDental.com

Austin Family Dental
1360 Energy Park Drive, Suite 140

Energy Park Financial Center

Providing Quality Care in a Gentle Environment

Spring Break Special!
FREE Bleaching kit with New Patient Check-up

a $120 value!
(Coupon expires April 30, 2011)

Call us

today at

651-641-1908

Midway resident uses Tarot as a map of spiritual pathways

Midway resident and author Nancy
Antenucci.



Monitor Want Ads are now $1 per
word with a $10 minimum. Send
your remittance along with your ad
to Monitor Classifieds, Iris Park
Place, 1885 University Avenue, Ste.
#110, St. Paul, MN 55104. Classifieds
must be prepaid via cash, check, or
credit card. Classified ads can be e-
mailed to denisw@aplacetoremem-
ber.com. Want ads must be in the
Monitor before April 4 for the April
14 issue. Call 651-645-7045 for
more information. Your classified
ad will also be automatically placed
on the Monitor’s website at
www.MonitorSaintPaul.com

BATHROOMS
Bathroom/kitchens!! Basement
finishing. Bad water pressure?
Sinks, toilets and tub/surrounds,
etc. Ceramic tile. Basement bath-
rooms installed. Call 612-275-
9815. 3-11

Need a handyman?? Any job, big or
small plumbing? Remodeling?
Decks? Etc. Call “Dynamo” Dave
612-701-2272. Competitive prices!
12-10

COMPUTER REPAIR
Harmony PC computer repair,
service, instruction. Service in
your home. 20 years exp. State
Courts, Microsoft. Woman-
owned. 651-605-5804 www.har-
monypc.us 7-11

HANDYMAN
Dave’s Handyman Service.
Carpentry, sheetrock, wall repairs,
painting, door, locks. Call Dave—
612-532-5394. B-11

Need a handyman?? One call
does it all. Any job, big or small.
Plumbing? Remodeling? Don’t
tell my wife, but keeping your
house in tip-top condition is
more important than my own!
Call “Dynamo” Dave 612-701-
2272. 12-10

ANTIQUES
For Sale: Vintage 1900-1949
lights, house hardware, doors,
tubs, radiators, etc. Also furniture
hardware. 651-644-9270. 20% off
with ad. 6-11 

HAULERS AND MOVERS
Will haul away and clean up
almost anything, or help you
move. Any day. 651-274-0263 or
651-373-6652. B-09

HOLISTIC HEALTH
Relaxation, pain reduction, health
recovery and more. Reiki, healing
touch. Please contact Christine:
651-338-1216, Christine@healin-
garts101.com 6-11

HOME SERVICES
Antique Appraisals/Consultations;
Home Photo Inventories; Estate
Downsizing Support; Speaking
Engagements. Shannon@person-
alpropertysolutions.net. 612-729-
5910. 3-11

LAWNS
Sorensen Lawn Care serving St.
Paul for 16 years. Services include
mowing, spring and fall clean
ups, aeration, fertilization, mulch
installation, emerald ash borer
treatment. Call Jeff 651-695-
1230. 3-11

PAINTING
Interior/exterior painting, enam-
eling, plaster patching, free esti-
mates. Bob. 651-633-5565. 12-11

Interior, exterior painting, wallpa-
per removal, small wall repair,
average 3 rooms $250. Jim 651-
698-0840. 3-11 

All Seasons Paint and Repair –
interior, exterior, quality work-
manship; free estimates; insured.
651-699-2832. 3-11

PIANO TUNING
Quality piano tuning and repair.
Reasonable rates. Call Robert
Clough @ 612-722-7586 or e-
mail: robtclough@aol.com. 12-11

PET SITTING
Wagner’s Pet Sitting. Walking –
Day and Overnight Care. 651-
771-0421. 3-11

SERVICES
RAM Handyman Services LCC.
Good service, reasonable rates,
“no job too small.” Rich – 651-
485-9680 – or www.ramhandy-
man.com. 6-11

Need a handyman?? Any job, big
or small plumbing? Remodeling?
Decks? Etc. Call Dave 612-701-
2272. Competitive prices! 12-10

SNOW & LAWN
Snow Removal, residential and
rooftops. Lawn service, spring
lawn clean-ups, de-thatching,
gutter cleaning. Best price guaran-
teed. 651-699-2832. 3-11

SHOES
“Shiny shoes last longer!”
HartlandShoes.us, 651-646-4326.
3-11

VACUUM CLEANER
Vacuum Cleaners: Sales, service
and supplies. Experts since 1952.
666 University @ Dale. 651-222-
6316. www.a-1vacuum.com BB-10

VOICE
Vocal – Drama Coach. Como
area. 50 years music experience.
651-488-2212. 4-11

WANTED TO BUY
Top Cash Paid! Older Furniture –
rugs – sports items – wood ice
boxes – bookcases – advertising
items – Beer items –
Miscellaneous Antiques – 651-
227-2469. 6-11

WINDOWS/SCREENS
Custom making/repairs.  Thermal
windows; fix frames, glazing.
Kendall’s—651-489-3210, 651-
776-6996. BB-10
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Any Day, Week, Month of the Year

651-274-0263 or 651-373-6652

We will Haul away and clean
up just about anything, or if

you need help moving

HAULERS & MOVERS

S E R V I N G S T .  P A U L

FRANK’S HOME REPAIRS
Residential Projects / Repairs

Frank Durkin   •   651-276-7094

Carpentry - Sheetrocking
Concrete - Tile Work 
Electric - Plumbing

Exterior Drain Tile Systems
Decks - Fencing - Windows

Doors - Mold Abatement
Painting - Demolition - Landscaping

Tree Cutting - Clean-Ups and Hauling

GARY’S AUTOMOTIVE REPAIR

455 ATWATER ST. • ST. PAUL, MN 55117
651-776-9088 • 651-487-3659

MANAGER
GARY NIPPOLDT

ASST. MANAGER
GREG NIPPOLDT

• Tire Repair
• Tune-Ups
• Brakes
• Exhaust

• Oil Changes
• Air Conditioning
• Computer Diagnosis
• General Repair

Bailout
Continued from page 13

Tieng Hang owned and op-
erated Cafe Bonxai on University
just west of Snelling until late
last year, and is now focused on
catering. Light rail was a factor in
the closing, according to Hang. A
big issue would have been the
loss of on-street parking, a con-
cern echoed by other University-
Snelling area businesses. A few
other business owners in that
area said they may relocate,
largely due to parking. That frus-
trates city officials who have
worked for the past few months
to set up a shared parking lot
northwest of the businesses. But
some business owners said they
don’t want to sign long leases for
parking customers may not want
to use and only a few businesses
may want to pay for.

Other business owners said
they could tough out the con-
struction, but the permanent loss

of on-street parking would be
too much. Impressive Print, Mike
Baca’s business, has been in the
area since 1987. But he wants to
move. “It just gets ridiculous,”he
said. “I don’t want to leave but I
don’t see how we can do busi-
ness here without adequate park-
ing.”

Baca contends the city has
backed away from promises to
help find off-street parking and
to make it easier for business
employees to park on neighbor-
hood streets when areawide resi-
dential permit parking is imple-
mented. City staff say that’s not
the case and that they are work-
ing on the parking issues. But
during construction, all on-street
parking on University will be
eliminated. Two-hour time limits
will be posted on most side
streets. Existing meter and resi-
dential permit parking will be
enforced.

“I won’t have any place for
my employees to park and the
city isn’t telling me what to do,”
Baca said, 

Classifieds $1.00 per word

Next deadline: 
April 4

Next issue: 
April 14



Think spring and and check out
what the library has going on
this March!

On Saturday, March 12 at 1
p.m. the library will host a Tox-
ic Hazards in Your Community
Workshop. This two-hour work-
shop is for community mem-
bers who are interested in un-
derstanding more about the tox-
ic substances in their homes

and neighborhoods.  The in-
structor is noted researcher/tox-
icologist Dr. William Toscano,
University of Minnesota School
of Public Health, Chair, Envi-
ronmental Health Sciences Di-
vision.

Join Colleen Dooley, CMT-
RYI, for a yoga class at the library
Tuesday mornings at 10:30. Be-
ginners are welcome!

The Library will host Career
Solutions, community-based
nonprofit dedicated to providing
hope and help to people in ca-
reer transitions since 1974, as
they present a workshop on re-
sume and cover letter writing for
today’s job market. Attendees
will receive handouts with infor-
mation on formatting for elec-
tronic submission, matching a
resume to a job description, and
more. We’ll also cover the topic
of formatting, improving and
customizing your cover letters.
This program is on March 17
from 10:15 a.m. to 12:15 p.m.

On Saturday, March 15 from
1-3 p.m. join the fun at the li-
brary! School age kids are invit-
ed to play and participate in fun
activities at the Saturday Club.

Paw Pals will be at the li-
brary on March 19 from 1:30 to
3:30 p.m. Call to register your
child for this opportunity to read
with our favorite dog, Toby! For
kids ages 6-12 who enjoy dogs
and reading.

Join us for a special Teen
Movie Matinee on Monday,
March 21. We will show Twilight
Saga’s Eclipse. There will  be
snacks, prizes, and lots of fun!

On Monday, March 21 at
7pm join finalists from the 23rd
annual Minnesota Book Awards
as they share excerpts from their
work. Presented by the Friends.

Live at the Library on Friday,
March 25 at 11 a.m.: join
MacPhail Center’s Vicky Moun-
tain as we learn about history
with clues from blues music!
This Live at the Library event is
sponsored by MELSA and is

funded by Minnesota’s Arts and
Cultural Heritage Fund.

The Hamline Midway Li-
brary Association is a group of li-
brary lovers working to build
community and support the
Hamline Midway Public Library
through political advocacy, vol-
unteering, and fundraising. Join
them for their next meeting on
March 28 at 6:30 p.m. in the li-
brary.

Wednesdays in March from
3-7 p.m., Hamline Midway Li-
brary will host an open lab for
library patrons to ask questions
and get hands-on computer
help. A staff member will be

available to assist you with fill-
ing out forms online, creating a
resume, and other basic comput-
er operations. This is a drop-in
lab and patrons will be helped
on a first-come, first-served ba-
sis.

The library continues to of-
fer toddler and preschool story-
times at 10:30 on Friday morn-
ings. Come share the joys of
reading with your children!

Call 651-642-0293 or stop
by the library at 1558 W Min-
nehaha Ave, near the intersec-
tion of Snelling and Minnehaha,
to sign up for events that require
registration. All events are free.
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Hamline Midway Library offers an array of programs

Local dental office helps children with their smiles
Dr. Louis Thomas Austin and his staff at Austin Family Dental par-
ticipated in the Minnesota Dental Association’s ìGive Kids a Smileî
event on February 4.

“We were able to provide 28 children with dental cleanings, x-
rays, sealants, fluoride and exams at no cost to their families,” said
Dr. Austin. Families and children were excited to participate in the
program. One parent said “...it was a blessing to my family. I was
impressed by the speed, efficiency and caring of everyone in-
volved.”

Dr. Austin said that ìit was a huge success and something we
are looking forward to doing again next year.î Austin Family Den-
tal is located on 1360 Energy Park Drive.

‘Maskenball’ for German Immersion School
On Saturday, February 26th, Twin Cities German Immersion
School (TCGIS) and the school's sponsor, (German American
Chamber of Commerce) held it's annual "Maskenball" fundraiser
for the school. The theme for this event was "A Night at the Os-
cars" and it took place at The Dancers Studio in Saint Paul. The
band, Ol' Yeller, performed and kept many people dancing for
most of the night.


