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By JAN WILLMS
The Hamline Midway

Branch Library, built in 1929, is
more than just a collection of
books. It’s also a collection of
memories.

“The first place a child gets
to walk to in the neighborhood
is the library,” said Triesta Brown,
a longtime Hamline-Midway res-
ident and member of the advoca-
cy committee of the Friends of
the Library.

Brown reflected on her own
memories of Hamline Midway
Library recently as she contem-
plated news that the Library may
face closure within the next cou-
ple of years. 

Brown has been a witness to
the many times over the years
Hamline Midway Library has
been faced with closure, and her
neighbor Annette Sorensen, 84,
has been a patron of the branch
since its beginning.

Sorensen remembers going to
the storefront library on Snelling
when she was very little, and she
was about 6 when the library had
a grand opening at its current loca-
tion at 1558 West Minnehaha.

The Hamline Midway
Branch has been a part of the
fabric of people’s lives over gen-
erations. Brown recalled that her
son, Pippin, now 22, was around
5 when the library was once be-
ing considered for closure. He
told his mom he wanted to write
a letter about how important it
was to keep the doors open. 

“He wasn’t old enough to
write the letter, but he dictated
it,” she said. “And he read it at a
meeting about the library. Jim
Scheibel was the mayor, and
when it was decided the library
would remain open he com-
mented that Pippin Brown
would not have to worry.”

Although Pippin just com-
pleted his basic training at Fort
Knox, Brown said he still keeps
the library in mind, and in a re-
cent conversation with her ex-
pressed his hopes that the Ham-
line Midway Branch would con-
tinue to operate.

In the wake of the current
budget crisis, however, library of-
ficials are predicting that Ham-
line Library’s days may be num-
bered.

“Hamline Library has been
the one that has been slated for
closure or reduction every budget
year,” said Melanie Huggins, di-
rector of Saint Paul Public Li-
braries. “It has been put forth as
the branch that could save some

money if it were closed. It was
first cited for closure in 1967, but
that never transpired. Another
year that it came the closest to

shutting its doors was 1981,”
Huggins said. 

Huggins said she has again
had to address the possibility of

the branch closing in a recent
conversation with Council Mem-
ber Jay Benanav. 

“I told him that if we don’t
fix the problem with the libraries
so that we are not stretched so
thin, we are going to have to
close a library within the next
three to five years,” Huggins said.

Although hours were sched-
uled to be cut for 2008, Benanav
has convinced Mayor Chris Cole-
man to restore the Hamline Li-
brary hours for the next year. He
also cited his concern about the
proposed closing of Hamline
while the city plans new library
developments citywide, and he
was able to include an additional
amendment of $50,000 in CIB
funding for the preservation of
the Hamline Library.

Huggins said that the Ham-
line branch is usually on the table
for closure because of multiple
factors. It is close to the bottom in
terms of usage, based on people
walking through the doors and
how many items are checked out.
Another factor is its proximity to
other library facilities, such as
Rondo and Merriam Park.

“No library director I have
ever met wants to see a library
close,” said Huggins.  She said,
however, that when Hamline was
targeted for closure in 1981, St.
Paul had one fewer branches. Fa-
cilities were open 100 fewer total
hours per week. 

CONTINUED ON PAGE 17

www.monitorsaintpaul.com

Serving the Midway, Como, and North End Communities of St. Paul

NOVEMBER 2007  • Vol. 32 No. 4  • 30,000  Circulation

Hamline Midway Library: 

Will a community icon be closed?

Hamline Midway Library supporter Triesta Brown, in the garden she and
Annette Sorensen tend in front of the Hamline Midway Library. (Photo by
Terry Faust)

As the season begins to change from summer to fall outdoors, so does the Marjorie McNeely Conservatory’s Sunken
Garden. The Fall Flower Show runs through November 25. The second edition runs November 3 through November
25 and features an additional 500 plants in harvest yellow, maroon and orange tones, ideal for a Thanksgiving re-
treat. To complement the golden array, Chilly Chili pepper, ornamental grasses and Swiss chard will be highlighted.

Autumn’s splendor comes to life at the Conservatory



Neighborhoods show
windstorm scars
For years to come, area neighbor-
hoods will show the scars of severe
windstorms that hit in August and
September. City crews have put in
countless hours of cleanup but
have needed some outside help.
The St. Paul City Council gave
unanimous approval October 3 to
additional grant funding for
cleanup from the Minnesota De-
partment of Natural Resources
(DNBR). The DNR funds are from
the state’s Shoreland Habitat Grant
program and will be used to re-
store shoreline damaged August 11
in the first major storm.

The increase brings the total
budget for shoreline restoration to
almost $30,000. Como Park and
its surrounding neighborhoods
were hit very hard by the August
storm and another storm in Sep-
tember. Areas of the park lost
many trees and parts of the shore-
line sustained considerable dam-
age.

The Minnesota State Fair
grounds and buildings also took a
hit from the August storm, which
hit just days before the fair was to
open. The August storm also hit a
number of area homes hard, with
some homes and garages damaged
extensively.

It took crews several weeks to
get trees cleaned up and limbs
hauled from neighborhood curbs
and from the park.

Ayd Mill Road 
debate returns
The Ayd Mill Road debate rolled
back to the St. Paul City Council
October 24, with the council de-
ciding to reopen final environmen-
tal studies of the project. That will
allow for studies of rebuilding the
street as a two-lane parkway. Ward

Four Council Member Jay Benanav
is asking that no additional funds
or work be done on Ayd Mill Road
until a final environmental impact
statement (EIS) is completed. This
pending EIS would reflect a 2000
City Council decision that the
street be rebuilt as a two-lane park-
way. That option called for a direct
connection at Interstate 35E and
an indirect connection with Inter-
state 94 at the north end.

Benanav is also asking that the
Ayd Mill Road Task Force, which
hasn’t met for more than seven
years, be reconvened to revise the
final EIS.

During his term as mayor,
Randy Kelly rejected the City
Council recommendation and had
the EIS finished to support the re-
construction of Ayd Mill Road as a
four-lane roadway. His administra-
tion connected Ayd Mill Road at its
south end and set up directional
signage at the north end to help
motorists connect with I-94.

Kelly also had Ayd Mill Road
resurfaced and some of its connec-
tions with city streets rebuilt. That
move was applauded by those who
wanted the road opened as a free-
way connection, but bitterly op-
posed by those who wanted the
road downgraded to a parkway or
replaced with a linear park. The
connection has also wreaked hav-
oc in the Snelling-Selby area, with
higher levels of traffic on Selby be-
tween Snelling and the north end
of Ayd Mill Road.

Benanav said the directive
mirrors Mayor Chris Coleman’s
contention that it is necessary to
open and revise the final EIS be-
fore the two-lane option is built.

Ironically, Benanav was one of
two council votes against the two-
lane option in 2000. He supported
a linear park. “But this (Two-lane
option) is what a majority of the
council wanted,” he said. “This
moves that forward.”

NIIP benefits from
Council funds
An area project will benefit from

Neighborhood Investment Initia-
tive Program (NIIP) funds from
the St. Paul City Council. The
council unanimously adopted
the funding recommendations
October 10.

NIIP dollars come from the
Neighborhood Sales Tax Revital-
ization (STAR) funds. The half-
cent sales tax paid on most pur-
chases in St. Paul supports city-
administered neighborhood and
cultural development programs,
as well as funding to pay for Xcel
Energy Center. The City Council
takes a portion of the Neighbor-
hood STAR dollars each year to
pay for ward-specific capital im-
provement projects.

All NIIP projects are re-
viewed by the Neighborhood
STAR Board, a citizens’ advisory
committee. The City Council has
the final say on projects and can
waive the Neighborhood STAR
requirement that projects be
matched one-to-one with fund-
ing, materials or labor. Both area
projects do have a match.

Council members Jay Be-
nanav allocated $5,000 toward
the cost of a new mural on the
wall of a commercial building
near the northwest corner of
University and Fairview avenues.
The mural is on the building
shared by two businesses, Major
Tire and Buckaroo Coffee con-
vention. The mural, which was
completed this fall, depicts a his-
toric scene with old vehicles and
yellow trolleys and a new light
rail train.

The City Council also ap-
proved NIIP allocations for
Payne Avenue improvements and
for a new playground at Grove-
land Park Elementary School.

Council members Jay Be-
nanav allocated $5,000 toward
the cost of a new mural on the
wall of a commercial building
near the northwest corner of
University and Fairview avenues.
The mural is on the building
shared by two businesses, Major
Tire and Buckaroo Coffee con-
vention.

Security cameras 
on University Avenue 
move ahead
The long-awaited effort to put se-
curity cameras along University Av-
enue is moving ahead, as the St.
Paul City Council approved instal-
lation plans October 17. The $1.5
million plan draws on a $1.2 mil-
lion grant and a $300,000 dona-
tion from Target Corporation. It
will cover the costs for 25 cameras
from the city limits to Robert
Street. The cameras will be in-
stalled on street light poles and
will stream live video into police
headquarters, and the new West
District building near completion
on Hamline Avenue and to laptops
in police squad cars. Police will be
able to see crimes in progress and
intervene quickly.

Installation of the system will
start soon. Police hope to have pri-
vate security firms work with the
camera system, as a number of
businesses along University work
with private security groups. Metro
Transit is also involved in the cam-
era program.

The cameras and the funding
have been on the drawing boards
for the past few years. Police hope
to have them in place, along with
other cameras downtown, before
the 2008 Republican National
Convention.

The cameras on University are
seen as a boon to businesses and
residents in the University Avenue.
Police will work with businesses
and residents near where the cam-
eras will be installed to address any
concerns about privacy issues.

Some concerns have been
raised about privacy issues but no
individuals or groups have attend-
ed city meetings to discuss the is-
sues. In earlier discussions of the
camera system the Minnesota Civil
Liberties Union has indicated that
because the cameras are in a public
area the privacy claims are more
difficult to defend.

- Compiled by Jane McClure
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By DEBORAH BROTZ
Hamline Midway resident

Charity McCoy always loved to
drive to the hoop at Hamline
Park even when the basketball
court was in poor condition. Re-
alizing the park needed a little
TLC, she formed a group of
neighbors and youth to work on
improving the park. She also
brought the park’s needs to the
attention of St. Paul Parks and
Recreation. Through an impres-
sive partnership with St. Paul
Parks and Recreation, the Min-
nesota Timberwolves have do-
nated $10,000 to renovate the
park’s basketball court.

A big basketball fan, McCoy
was thrilled St. Paul Parks and
Recreation chose to renovate the
basketball court at Hamline
Park, at Thomas and Snelling av-
enues.

“Being a player myself, I’m
so tickled,” she said.

On Oct. 25, the Minnesota
Timberwolves dedicated and of-
ficially opened the newly reno-
vated basketball court at Ham-
line Park with a dedication event
indoors at the Hancock Rec Cen-
ter. St.  Paul Ward 4 Coun-
cilmember Jay Benanav hosted
the dedication ceremony.

Players also put on a clinic,
run by Timberwolves player Mark
Madsen. Upon completion of the
clinic, the Minnesota Timber-
wolves distributed tickets to Han-
cock Elementary School for fu-
ture Wolves games. 

When the opportunity arose,
Madsen jumped at the chance to
run the clinic.

“I love the game of basket-
ball,” he said. “I wanted to share
something about the game of
basketball with the kids over
there.”

Madsen taught the children
a lot of things about basketball.

“We taught them about bal-
ance, ball handling, and keeping
their head up so they can see
what’s going on, on the court.
We talked about mistakes, too.
It’s important to learn from mis-
takes both on the basketball
court and in life.”

Working with the children at
the clinic was enjoyable for Mad-
sen.

“It was one of the most fun
things I’ve done in a long time,”
he said. “The kids were so enthu-
siastic about the game and
shooting contests. I fed off their
energy and enthusiasm”

Supporting the community
makes sense to Madsen.

“It’s important for people to
get out in the community and try
and give back in whatever they
do,” he said. “I’m a basketball
player. That’s what I do. I’m obli-
gated to share some of the great
memories I’ve had in basketball.
It’s something I enjoy doing.”

McCoy was very impressed
with Madsen at the clinic.

“He was a gentle giant, so
helpful and so friendly,” she said.
“The Timberwolves gave out T-
shirts and NBA schedules, and
took pictures. We will always re-
member them and support them
because they support us.”

As a Leadership in Support
of Neighborhood (LISN) Pro-

gram fellow alum and State of
Minnesota Council on Black
Minnesotans board member, Mc-
Coy started an “improvement

Movement” within her commu-
nity centered around Hamline
Park. She chose the park because
of its racial and generational ten-

sion as well as the public park’s
very visible rough appearance
and excessive usage in its urban
community.

“The improvement move-
ment came from my participa-
tion in the LISN Program (Lead-
ership In Search of Neighbor-
hood Program),” she said.

“We had to choose an area
of interest to improve within the
community. I chose Hamline
Park because of the problems go-
ing on loitering, littering, crime,
and negligence of the park.”

Steering a group of neigh-
bors and youth called Pals of
Hamline Park, McCoy is trying
to improve the community in
unity by people working along-
side each other in cleaning and
making the public playspace bet-
ter. Pals of Hamline Park include
residents Deb Ahlquist, Stephen
Wensman, Peter Solheid, Becky
Landon, Diane Dodge, Cheryl
Gfrerer, and Vita Taormina-Orte-
ga.

The group of neighbors real-
ized some of the park’s issues
were coming from issues in the
neighborhood, which could best
be taken care of by neighbors.

“We could have gone to
Parks and Recreation and say fix
it, but it’s us who have had a
hand in it,” said McCoy. “It’s up
to us to fix it.”

CONTINUED ON PAGE 15
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Timberwolves partner with neighbors to
bring improvements to Hamline Park

On Oct. 25, the Minnesota Timberwolves dedicated and officially opened the newly renovated basketball court at
Hamline Park with a dedication event indoors at the Hancock Recreation Center. St. Paul Ward 4 Councilmember
Jay Benanav hosted the dedication ceremony. Players put on a clinic, run by Timberwolves player Mark Madsen,
pictured above. (Photo by Terry Faust)
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Irritated by plans for 
Rock-Tenn incinerator
When I first heard about the plan to build an incinerator
that would burn garbage to supply the fuel needs of Rock-
Tenn recycling at Cretin and I94, I was concerned about
emissions, but also about saving 500 good jobs in St. Paul.
It seems I have been the victim of a “Bait and Switch”
scheme. Having received $4.5 million dollars from the Leg-
islature to study the issue the Port Authority and District En-
ergy now map out the hidden agenda. In their publication
of last week The Energy Independent they brazenly state
that what they really have in mind is a huge incinerator that
will supply not only Rock-Tenn but all of University Ave. It’s
a no-brainer to see that the larger the plant the more foul
air we will be breathing. District Energy and their for-profit
arm, Market Energy, will build an empire and make mil-
lions at the taxpayers expense. Take RDF (garbage) off the
table as a possible fuel source and we can start talking about
healthy solutions to meet everyone’s needs.

Beverly Ferguson
Merriam Park

Response to rebranded
garbage burning
The Saint Paul Port Authority has been inserting propa-
ganda called ‘The Energy Independent’ in neighborhood

newspapers that are distributed downwind from the
Rock-Tenn plant.

Read between the lines: Once upon a time it was
called ‘rubbish.’ Then it was called ‘trash.’ Then it was
called ‘garbage.’ Recently, it was called ‘refused-derived
fuel.’ Until citizens figured out what that meant. Now, af-
ter a bit of rebranding it is known as ‘renewable fuel’ and
‘biomass.’ The incineration industry even went so far as
to change the definition by law.

In 2005 legislative session ‘garbage’ got defined,
legally, as “renewable energy” and biomass burn plants
are now legally allowed to burn up to 30% garbage.

Biomass and garbage burning are dirtier than coal
when it comes to greenhouse gas emissions and fine partic-
ulate emissions. Let’s save those jobs at Rock Tenn with
truly clean energy and not rebranded garbage burning.

John Schatz
Desnoyer Park

Opposition to incineration
spreads to other locations
Neighbors Against the Burner oppose the proliferation of
incineration. We started our effort by opposing the build-
ing of a garbage (RDF) incinerator at I94 and Cretin Van-
dalia at the Rock Tenn Paper Recycling facility.

Since then, we have become aware of plans for an in-
cinerator at Hiawatha and Lake, and others in Morris and
Kandyohi County. A garbage burner just got a permit to
double in size in Rochester. There are 4 other garbage
burners in Minnesota currently; 2 in Red Wing, one in Elk
River and one in Mankato. Don’t forget the one in down-
town Minneapolis.. So what are our public officials think-
ing to even consider enormous public funds to support
incineration. 

CONTINUED ON PAGE 5

I think this has been a won-
derful autumn. Fall is always my
favorite season, but this year I was
beginning to think that we might
not see much leaf color.
However, the rains seem to have
brought new life to the trees. My
commute to work is through Co-
mo Park and it has been delight-
ing me with surprise color bursts
for the last three weeks.

Fall is also fu shot time. Immunization during
these months allows you to have the greatest
immunity from December through March
(prime flu months). Some years, because
of shortages of influenza vaccine, we
have tried to limit who gets flu shots.
This year is different. There is no
shortage of vaccine so we are hop-
ing that almost everyone be vacci-
nated.

Influenza (or the flu) is a viral respi-
ratory illness that causes symptoms similar
to a really bad cold: sudden onset of body
aches, fever and chills, severe cough, sore throat,
fatigue. Usually by the time you realize you have
the flu, it is too late for treatment. Medications to treat
must be given within 48 hours of becoming ill and usu-
ally only shorten the course of illness by one day.

Most people who get the flu will be sick for about 7
days...which means time away from work, school, and play.
It also means infected people can spread the flu to others.
Some folks are susceptible to serious flu complications in-
cluding hospitalization and even death. The Advisory Com-
mittee on Immunization Practices strongly encourages the
following people be vaccinated:

- Children between the ages of 6 months and 5 years
- People over the age of 50
- People living in nursing homes or chronic care facili-

ties
- Pregnant women, or women who will be pregnant or

who will be breast feeding during influenza season
- Children ages 6 months - 18 years who are receiving

long-term aspirin therapy
- People of any age with asthma, heart disease, or lung

disease
- Anyone who is immunosuppressed by medications or

HIV infection
- People hospitalized during the last 12 months be-

cause of diabetes, kidney disease, blood or metabolic
disorders, immunosuppression, or other chronic

diseases
- Anyone who works in a health care set-

ting
- In addition, anyone working or

living with the people listed above
should be vaccinated. So that

means anyone who works with
children, or people over 50,

or anyone in contact with
the general public.

That probably
means you!

Some peo-
ple should not
be vaccinated.
This includes:

- Any-
one with hy-
persensitivity

to eggs or
other com-
ponents of
the vaccine

- Anyone who is moderately
or severely ill should postpone vacci-
nation until they are feeling better. Mi-
nor illness, without fever, should not pre-
vent vaccination.

- Anyone who has had Guillain Barre Syndrome
I hear lots of myths about flu vaccines. Most common-

ly, people insist they became really sick after their vaccina-
tion, and therefore they won’t be vaccinated again. While
flu vaccinations are not without possible side effects, you
cannot get the flu from the vaccination. You could coinci-

dentally catch a cold right after
you get the shot, which might
make you think the shot made
you sick. But because it is not
made from live flu virus, the flu
shot cannot give you the flu. You
might get the flu even if you re-
ceive a vaccine, because it is not
protective against all strains.
Hopefully, however, you will de-
velop a milder case.

Side effects of a flu shot can include a sore arm or aller-
gic reaction at the site of injection, fever and/or fatigue.
These symptoms usually last less than 48 hours. It is rare,
but possible, to have an immediate allergic reaction to the
vaccine. For that reason people allergic to eggs should not
be vaccinated. (The vaccine is grown in chicken eggs.)

Pregnant and breast feeding women can and should be
vaccinated. Some physicians wait until women are in the
2nd trimester of pregnancy to vaccinate, but many will give
the vaccine at any time. There is no research that demon-
strates any risk to the fetus if a vaccination is given in the
first trimester.

When children are vaccinated for the first time, they re-
quire two shots given 4 weeks apart.

Protective measures to help avoid the flu, and other
winter illnesses include a generally healthy lifestyle. Eat a
balanced diet which includes a variety of foods, exercise, al-
low yourself enough sleep, and wash your hands often. Re-
member to plan time for fun amidst all your daily responsi-
bilities. And if you do get sick, rest and pamper yourself.
Don’t go to work when you are sick because you will expose
others to your illness and it will take longer for you to recu-
perate.

I hope you enjoy the fall. I encourage you to walk
around Como Lake, enjoy the colorful leaves, eat some tasty
apples, and get a flu shot. This year, there is no reason not
to protect yourself and others ... let us give you a shot in the
arm.

Have fun. Stay happy and healthy. 

(Dr. Kilian is a family practice physician who lives and works in
the Midway, Como and North End communities. She believes
that good medicine means caring for people as well as curing dis-
eases. We want to address your health concerns so please let us
know what topics you would like to see in future columns. If you
have suggestions or questions, write to the Monitor c/o 1885 Uni-
versity Avenue West, #110, St. Paul, MN 55104. Or e-mail
denisw@aplacetoremember.com.)

LETTERS

The flu ... shot or not?

Cares and Cures
By JANE KILIAN, M.D.

The St. Paul Port Authority sought legislative assistance to help
keep Rock-Tenn's Midway paper recycling facility operating.



By JANE MCCLURE
Want to draw a crowd along

University Avenue? Start talking
about the proposed Central Cor-
ridor station areas and how those
neighborhoods should change.
More than 200 people attended
station area planning meetings
October 23-35, to discuss plans
for future land uses around sta-
tions at Westgate, Raymond,
Fairview, Snelling, Lexington,
Dale and Rice.

City Planner Donna Drum-
mond said city staff was pleased
with the turnout and strong in-
terest in land use planning
around the future light rail sta-
tions. Two to three different sta-
tion areas were discussed each
night, with the groups breaking
into roundtables to draw on
maps, move miniature buildings
on models and share ideas.

Residents of surrounding
neighborhoods, business and
property owners, and staff from
district councils turned out for
the meetings. Getting a diversity
of viewpoints in the planning
process is important, said
Melanie Hare of Toronto-based
Urban Strategies. That planning
firm worked with city staff and
two community task forces to
draft the Central Corridor Devel-
opment Strategy, which was
adopted by the St. Paul City
Council October 24. (See related
story.)

Although every station area
has different suggestions in the
Central Corridor Development
Strategy, one concern heard in
every group is to address the po-
tential impact of commuters who
park and ride in the neighbor-

hoods. Planners said the intent is
for riders to use transit to link to
Central Corridor. One of the few
locations suggested for a park
and ride facility is northwest of
Highway 280 and University.

Not surprisingly, all of the
groups talked about the need for
more green space in station areas
and along the transit corridor.
Another issue raised in every
group is there is a need
not only for good bicy-
cle connections to
light rail, there is
also a need for
east-west routes
through the
area. Universi-
ty won’t be
able to ac-
commodate
bike lanes, so
other options
need to be
sought.

A n o t h e r
component of
station area
planing is eco-
nomics. The con-
sulting firm of Col-
liers has done exten-
sive marketing studies
of the Central Corridor,
breaking the rail route into
five sub-districts. All of the sub-
markets are quite distinct, said
Jeff Patterson of Colliers. Of the
areas, the west end stations and
Snelling-Lexington have the
strongest potentials for retail and
office redevelopment.

Here is an overview of some
of the ideas out of each round-
table:

Rice Street: The roundtable

liked the precedent the League of
Minnesota Cities building sets
for the corner, although that has
to be balanced with the need to
reserve views of the State Capitol.
Group members suggested a
number of areas around the in-
tersection for long-range

changes, including the Bethesda
complex.

There was interest in extend-
ing the idea of improvements up
Rice Street, developing more of a
Como/Rice “gateway” area and
improving bicycle and pedestrian
connections to surrounding
neighborhoods. Suggesting a

number of changes, ranging from
extending improvements up Rice
Street, was seen as important.

Dale Street: Roundtable
participants discussed the rede-
velopment potential and chal-
lenges of the Uni-Dale Mall site,
and the pending redevelopment
at the West District Police build-
ing. That building will be vacated

soon and will make way for a
new housing-retail develop-

ment. Concerns were
raised that develop-

ment not exceed four
stories in height.

Many ideas for
this area centered
on preservation
of small busi-
nesses and exist-
ing housing
and avoiding
the displace-
ment caused by
gentrification.
Emphasis on di-

verse cultures was
a repeated idea,

ranging from the
idea of promoting a

proposed World Cul-
tural Heritage District to

putting a multi-cultural
museum at Uni-Dale.
Lexington Parkway: This

roundtable debated the ideas of
protecting surrounding housing
stock versus encouraging redevel-
opment and finding locations for
higher-density housing. One is-
sue raised here is that any new
buildings north of University be
no more than two or three stories
tall.

Preserving existing historic
buildings along University,

building on area history in de-
sign of buildings and streetscape
improvements were also suggest-
ed.

The need to better connect
pedestrians to this stations was
discussed, as it was for other sta-
tion areas, but several people
said more needs to be done to
get pedestrians safely across In-
terstate 94 to light rail.

Snelling: Because a station
location hasn’t been set, the
group was polled. Eighteen pre-
ferred the station right at
Snelling, with only a few wanting
the station at either Pascal or be-
tween Asbury and Simpson. Pros
and cons of each station were
outlined.

This group debated which
historic buildings should be kept
or razed for redevelopment, and
whether or not the area should
have a park and ride lot. Intro-
ducing a smaller street grid south
of University was also debated.

Fairview: Roundtable partic-
ipants like the Episcopal Homes
campus and existing older com-
mercial buildings, but don’t be-
lieve new buildings should be
higher than those structures.
Taller new buildings should be
placed at corners, with a variety
of heights and setbacks.

Opportunities and chal-
lenges for redevelopment in the
commercial-industrial area to the
northwest was discussed, and
whether the area could eventual-
ly be redevelopment for light, en-
vironmentally friendly industry.

Raymond/St. Anthony
Park: This group debated includ-

CONTINUED ON PAGE 19
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Letters
Continued from page 4

Incineration causes green-
house gases and particulates
(soot) no matter how “state of
the art” the burners are. Burning
garbage adds to the mix over 200
toxic chemicals all known to
cause cancer, heart disease, asth-
ma and many other related
health problems. Please write
your public officials and tell
them to keep Minnesota Clean
and stop this madness before we
all end up having to wear gas-
masks.

Come hear more about the
dangers of incineration Novem-
ber 14 7 p.m. at Macalester Col-
lege at a free public meeting. For
more information and a free
lawn sign to help this effort, visit
our website neighborsagainstthe-
burner.org.

Nancy Hone 
Merriam Park

Citizen input is
essential for
Rock-Tenn
The Minnesota State Legislature
has wisely mandated that the cit-
izen’s voice be heard when gov-
ernment entities are making im-
portant decisions regarding our

health and safety. The proposed
building of a garbage incinerator
at the Rock-Tenn plant in St. Paul
is a perfect case-in-point. Citi-
zens are discovering that the
Minnesota Pollution Control
Agency can only be as strong as
the law allows; that for-profit
Market St. Energy and Rock-Tenn
view their bottom-line as para-
mount.

The Rock-Tenn Citizens Ad-
visory Panel (RCAP) as been
formed to advise St. Paul & Ram-
sey County about the merits of
proposed solutions to Rock-
Tenn’s energy needs. Mounting
evidence has been presented
about the known health hazards
of any type of incineration—es-
pecially using garbage (politely
referred to as RDF/Refuse-De-
rived-Fuel). Genuinely renew-
able alternatives, such as conser-
vation, geo-thermal, solar and
wind energy, are being explored.
Consult the RCAP website,
www.rtadvisory.org, for upcom-
ing meetings. 

I applaud State Representa-
tive Erin Murphy who came to
an RCAP meeting and implored
the Advisory Panel  and Project
Team for the Rock-Tenn decision
to genuinely consider the public
input offered and to make the
right decision today so we don’t
have to undue a terrible mistake
tomorrow.

Jan Greenfield
Highland Park

Crowds drawn to discuss station area planning for LRT



By JANE MCCLURE
After more than a year’s

work the St. Paul Central Corri-
dor Development Strategy is offi-
cial. The St. Paul City Council
adopted the document October
24, following more than a year’s
review my two citizen task forces,
numerous public meetings and
hearings before the St. Paul Plan-
ning Commission and City
Council.

The strategy now can be
used to guide land use changes
all along the Central Corridor
light rail route in St. Paul. Relat-
ed station area planning began
last month. (See related story.)

City Planner Donna Drum-
mond said the construction of a
light rail line provides St. Paul
with the chance to bring forward
ideas for how areas along the
light rail line could be redevel-
oped to complement and take
advantage of light rail. “This is
not only an opportunity to im-
prove transit, it is also an oppor-
tunity to improve the communi-
ties around the transit line,” she
said. Many of the ideas would be
implemented over the next 20 to
30 years.

Two task forces, one for Uni-
versity Avenue and another for
the area from Rice Street through
downtown St. Paul, worked for a
year on land use recommenda-
tions. Consultants from Toronto-
based Urban Strategies and hun-
dreds of community meeting
and workshop participants
shaped the plan.

The long-term impacts of
light rail could be dramatic. The
development strategy indicates
that as many as 30,000 more
people and 15,000 more hous-
ing units could be built along
the corridor by 2030. During
that same time the area could al-
so have an additional one mil-
lion square feet of retail space
and an additional five million
feet of office space developed.

Drummond said the future
land use planning would be
more oriented toward transit.
“It’s so out of balance on Univer-
sity Avenue,” Drummond said.
“It’s so oriented toward the car.”
Part of the development strategy
focuses on improving pedestrian
and bicycle connections to light
rail, as well as north-south bus
connections.

Planning Commissioner

Kristina Smitten and former
Planning Commissioner Ham-
line-Midway resident Reggie Ali-
gada and Merriam Park resident
Kristina Smitten respectively co-
chaired the downtown and Uni-
versity task forces. Smitten noted
that in the downtown area,
much of the development strate-
gy focus is not on major redevel-
opment but on providing better
connections to downtown streets

and skyways. The two most dra-
matic recommendations are to
redevelop the Rice Street Sears
area as a mixed-use urban village
and to run the rail line diagonal-
ly through a redeveloped Cedar
and Fifth Street area.

In the downtown recom-
mendations, the task force pro-
posed that the light rail line end
in front of Union Depot. Ramsey
County wants the line to end at

the concourse two blocks away,
to connect with other future
commuter rail, light rail, high-
speed rail and bus rapid transit
lines. Smitten said the task force
recommendation reflects a desire
to better serve the 4,000-plus res-
idents of Lowertown neighbor-
hood.

More opportunities for rede-
velopment are suggested along
University, said Aligada. But that
had to be done with community
concerns about gentrification
and minority business displace-
ment in mind. Some recommen-
dations in the development strat-
egy focus on preserving neigh-
borhoods.

The University Avenue corri-
dor eyed for long-term redevel-
opment is irregularly shaped,
Drummond said. “We didn’t take
a wide swath on both sides of
the street and say, ‘This is the
corridor and this is up for
grabs’,” she said. The corridor is
narrow at its east end, to reflect
the interest in preserving the resi-
dential communities north and
south of University Avenue. It is
wider in areas around the Mid-
way shopping district blocks.

Although none of the 10
speakers at the hearing opposed
the plan, a number of minor
amendments were suggested.
Some of the requests, such as
adding more transit stations and
continuing Route 16 University
Avenue bus service at its current
level, are transit operations is-
sues that need to be forwarded to

Metropolitan Council. The re-
gional government and its Metro
Transit arm operates the bus sys-
tem and will eventually operate
the Central Corridor rail line.

Several speakers including
representatives of the JUST Equi-
ty coalition and the Selby Area
Community Development Cor-
poration want the plan to in-
crease its focus on ideas to
strengthen and promote African-
American and Pan-Asian history
and current commercial and resi-
dential communities. One oft-re-
peated concern during the devel-
opment strategy planning
process is that the displacement
of minority communities, as
happened 50 years around when
Interstate 94 construction de-
stroyed much of the African-
American Rondo neighborhood,
not be repeated with light rail
development. Gentrification is
also a huge worry for many resi-
dents north and south of the rail
line.

Aurora-St. Anthony resident
Frances Goodlow told the City
Council that any redevelopment
must be done in a way that does-
n’t displace seniors and low-in-
come home owners. “I want the
city to help seniors, so that we
are not taxed out of our homes,”
she said.

The city is incorporating the
concerns into the development
strategy and into follow-up ac-
tions with Metropolitan Council.
One of the issues they will be
following up on centers on his-
toric downtown churches and
Minnesota Public Radio.

The Church of St.  Louis,
King of France and Central Pres-
byterian Church. MPR and the
churches are worried about vi-
brations from light rail trains
and the impacts it will have on
their buildings as well as radio
station operations. Although that
is a rail operations issue and not
one of land use, Ward Two
Council Member Dave Thune
said the city should support the
churches and MPR in asking that
the vibrations issue be ad-
dressed. That could be brought
forward in a separate resolution.

“The Central Corridor light
rail line will run within 20 feet
of our front door,” said Jeff Nel-
son, MPR’s director of public af-
fairs. While the churches and
MNPR support light rail, “signifi-
cant” problems could be caused
by vibrations from trains. The
section of Cedar Street where
light rail will run is built on top
of 2 to 5 feet of sand, with
bedrock below. The foundations
of all three buildings are on the
bedrock, which means vibrations
and airborne sound will affect
the buildings.

Structural and sound issues
are the primary concerns. The
churches, which date from the
late 19th and early 20th cen-
turies, don’t have acoustical insu-
lation. Although MPR has state-
of-the-art facilities, Nelson said
there are fears that noise, vibra-
tions and electromagnetic inter-
ference could interfere with
MPR’s ability to record and
broadcast in downtown St. Paul.
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CHURCH OF ALL NATIONS
4301 Benjamin St. NE, Columbia Heights MN, 55421

Sunday Worship 10am
Jin S. Kim, Senior Pastor

“A truly multi-cultural congregation”

For more information
Call 763-503-2600

or visit www.cando.org

WE’RE YOUR
PARTS EXPERTS

106 Arlington Ave. E.
at Jackson

ONLY 3 BLOCKS EAST OF RICE ST.
Phone: (651) 227-8996 • Fax: (651) 489-4981 • Toll Free: 1-800-243-2448

Open To The Public Mon-Fri: 8am to 5pm
WE BUY CARS & TRUCKS & SELL SOME REPAIRABLES

q t y e

FOR ALL MODELS – DOMESTIC & FOREIGN
Minivans • Cars • Trucks • 4x4’s • HUGE INVENTORY

SINCE 1984WE DELIVER –
FAST & RELIABLE

Save up to 50% or more

with our recycled auto parts!

City Council adopts Central Corridor
development strategy to guide usage

“This is not only an opportunity to improve
transit, it is also an opportunity to improve
the communities around the transit line.”

- City Planner Donna Drummond



By JANE MCCLURE
The long-awaited reopening

of a Rice Street landmark should
occur this month. Mama’s Pizza,
961 Rice St., has been undergo-
ing extensive renovations since a
water pipe break in February
2007. Co-owners Tony Mudzins-
ki, Regina Hammes and Gerri
Mudzinski are the second gener-
ation of their family to operate
the longtime Rice Street busi-
ness, which opened its doors in
1964.

The business got a much-
needed boost from the St. Paul
City Council.  Acting as the
Housing and Redevelopment
Authority (HRA) Board, the
council unanimously approved a
$150,000 amortized loan to the
business October 24. The loan
will be used to purchase needed
equipment.

The costs to gut and reno-
vate the building eventually
came in at $600,000. The restau-
rant’s insurance company has of-
fered to settle the claim for
about $300,000, with the city
loan and owners’ equity making
up the balance.

Ward Five Council Member
Lee Helgen, who sponsored the
loan request, said it’s important
to get the restaurant open as
soon as possible.

Mama’s current owners
could not be reached for com-
ment. Mama’s has maintained
its longtime phone number and
used its voice mail to provide
updates for customers, but the
voice mail is usually full. Earlier
this year the family posted a web
site, mamaspizzaparlor.com, to
provide updates on building ren-
ovations and the new opening
date.

On the most recent voice
mail,  Tony Mudzinski said,
“We’re working very hard to get
the restaurant open again.”

The water main break devas-
tated the restaurant, which is at
the corner of Rice and Front. Not
long before the water pipe break,
the building’s exterior had been
redone. The business had shared
space for many years with
Schwanke Studios, a longtime
Rice Street photographer that oc-
cupied the upper floor.

As work progressed on the
restaurant’s interior, damage was
found to be more serious than
originally believed. The owners
had hoped to reopen the busi-
ness this summer but kept push-
ing back the date as work pro-
gressed. Now they may be able
to reopen before Santa Claus
makes his annual visit to the
popular restaurant.

Mama’s has always done a
thriving carryout business, with
a small seating area. It is one of
a dwindling number of small,
old-fashioned “red sauce” Italian
neighborhood restaurants in St.
Paul. It’s not unusual to have
several people waiting for space
to open in the small dining area,
which had a fireplace, cozy
booths, checked tablecloths and
a display of Gopher hockey
memorabilia.

Pizza has always been the
main menu item along with oth-
er Italian specialties including
spaghetti  and meatballs and
moscaciolli. Diners were rou-
tinely offered plastic bibs, as
well as small ice cream cones af-
ter every meal. A jar of suckers
sat by the cash register. Passersby
could watch Tony Mudzinski
tossing pizza dough through the

front window.
The abrupt closing was a

shock to North End residents.
The restaurant is a longtime sup-
porter of community activities,
including area churches, schools,
Rice Street Festival, North End
Business Association, youth
sports and the North End Holi-
day Party, a longtime tradition
that ended several years ago.

The timing of the water pipe
break meant no heart-shaped
pizza last Valentine’s Day, a
longtime Rice Street tradition. It
also has created a void in the
dining options of neighborhood
residents as well as state employ-
ees and a steady stream of politi-
cians who enjoy Mama’s. Former
Attorney General Skip
Humphrey was a frequent cus-
tomer when he held state office.
It’s also a popular destination
for legislators when the Min-
nesota House and Senate area in
session.

The business is known by
longtime residents as Peachie’s
Mama’s Pizza. The longtime
owner was the late Patricia
“Peachie” Mudzinski, mother of
the current owners. She was part
of a longtime St. Paul restaurant
family, the Manginis. They oper-
ated a popular Italian restaurant
near Lake Phalen for many years.

Peachie Mudzinski died in
April 1999 after a bout with liver
cancer. Peachie was well-known
for closely guarding her recipes,
especially her red sauce recipe.
But she was also well-known as a
generous and kind-hearted
woman who cared deeply about
the North End and her many
customers and friends.
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YOUR ONE STOP AUTO SHOP
Tires & Alignments • Full Auto Repair

651-488-4704
Friendly Professional Customer Service • Mon.-Fri. 7am-5pm, Sat. by appointment

Available Here!

1360 Rice Street
(Previously Trans-Auto)

$1999

Oil, Lube, Filter Change
Fall Special

Elmhurst Cemetery
Locally Owned

Serving All Faiths Since 1872
A Full Service Cemetery
Specializing in pre-need arrangements

1510 N. Dale
651-489-1707

Office Hours: 8:00am to 4:00pm, Monday-Friday Closed Sunday

On Saturday, December 1,
Snelling Avenue businesses and
other Midway organizations in-
vite everyone to stroll the av-
enue from 2-6 p.m., enjoy-
ing free children’s activities,
special discounts and open
houses. Participating organiza-
tions and businesses will in-
clude GINKGO coffeehouse,
Lloyd’s Pharmacy, Hamline
Hardware, Stormcloud Trading,
Midway Animal Hospital,
Greatfans and Blinds, the Mid-
way YMCA, Hamline Midway
Library and others. Participat-
ing locations will be marked
with balloons. Scheduled

events and activities include:
The GINKGO Holiday Art and
Craft Fair (from 10 a.m.-6
p.m.), Stick Juggler Andy Edgar
strolling the area from 2- 6
p.m., YMCA Carnival and Fit-
ness Fun from 2 - 6 p.m. at 735
N Snelling Ave., Face Painting
and Tours at the Midway Ani-
mal Hospital, and Make a Sim-
ple Winter Decoration at the Li-
brary from 3:30-4:30 p.m. The
avenue will become lit with
thousands of white lights in the
windows at 5 p.m. For more
information, see the flyers post-
ed on business doors. All activ-
ities are free. 

District 6 is still collecting socks,
mittens, hats and gloves for chil-
dren through the end of Novem-
ber. Drop-off your donation to
the office (hours vary), at 213
Front Avenue of Mike’s Complete
Auto Care at 1174 Rice Street
from 7 a.m. to 6 p.m. weekdays.

The Rice Street Arts Scoop
was a huge success. Many people
showed up at this event and the
artists from Your Enchanted
Florists did a phenomenal job!
We would like to thank all those
who participated as well as Sparc,
Council Member Lee Helgen’s of-
fice, the North End Business As-
sociation, Dars Double Scoop,
Classic Pizza and Thomas Blanck
for all of their hard work! Look
for future arts events coming in
2008.

The District 6 Planning
Council hosted the first Open
House on Saturday October
27th. We enjoyed a modest suc-
cess and will be hosting another
Open House in 2008!

The Board of Director’s and
the Land Use Task Force will not
be meeting in December, but will

be back in January. The Commu-
nity Building meetings will be as
scheduled, they are held the sec-
ond Monday of each month at
6:30 p.m. at the District 6 office,
213 Front Avenue.

The Neighborhood Gem
project is winding down. Photo-
graphs of fences, retaining walls,
alleys, curb appeal and yards
have been collected and neigh-
bors have had the opportunity to
offer their opinion on what they
felt was the best representative
photograph. A brochure will be
created and will be available at a
later date.

The Neighborhood Safety
Equipment project will be over
December 1st. If you have not
had the opportunity to receive
lights, locks or house numbers,
please call the office at 651-488-
4485. District 6 has a new infor-
mational brochure at the office as
well as more copies of the Neigh-
borhood Nuisance Handbook
from the City. Stop by and pick
up the brochures! Please call the
office at 651-488-4485 if you
have questions or concerns.

Snelling Avenue businesses hold
‘Stroll the Avenue’ December 1

Mama’s Pizza parlor grapples
to reopen business following
water damage back in February

District 6 still collecting clothing



October’s many days of cloudy
wet weather (combined with the
shorter days) made me as slow
as a slug.  However, after the sky
finally cleared my energy rose as
high as Como Lake’s water level. 

A strong west wind was
whipping the last of the leaves
off the backyard trees and blow-
ing them straight into the
mulch pile; I had put off raking
and now my procrastination was
being rewarded.  

By late October, the arc of
the sun at noon drops below 35
degrees; slanting light shines
deep into the once hidden
woods of the park. A muted tap-
estry of burgundy, ochre, and
yellow leaf litter covers the forest
floor.  That familiar fall aroma
fills the air as I kick up the de-
caying leaves. On this autumn
day, the temperature was reach-

ing for the high 60s; mighty fine
weather for earthworms, mush-
rooms, and students of nature.

The woods are usually
rather quiet in the fall. However,
along with the noisy bike path
construction, buckthorn busts
and an educational field day en-
livened the typically somber
woodlands.

Removing piles of invasive
buckthorn shrubs from the
woods is hard, but satisfying

work. On October 27, over 165
volunteers came to Como Park
to do just that, and most of the
volunteers were teenagers. Como
Park High School students are
turning out to be the real local
heroes of Como Park’s wood-
land restoration efforts, but they
are putting in more than one
day a year for the benefit of the
park’s woodlands. The students
have embarked on a long-term
ecological research project to
measure changes in the Como
Woodland during the restora-
tion process.

On the morning of October
4, two classes of advanced place-
ment juniors and seniors from
Como Park High School came
together with 20 adult volun-
teers to take part in the first
Field Day for the Como Wood-
land Education project.  The
project will span many years,
and future science students will
build on the data and knowl-
edge acquired by these kids.  

“Every long journey starts
with a single step” and that is
what the October 4th Field Day
was. The students had been prac-
ticing how to use the equipment
(like global positioning system
unites). And they had already
done classroom studies on the
basic science concepts such as
biodiversity, ecological succes-
sion, and invasive species im-
pacts. Nevertheless, such con-
cepts are best understood when
applied in the real world. 

The 61 students were divid-
ed into small study groups and
were given an adult mentor to
help them with their field data
collection. At the Como Wood-

land site, each group was as-
signed their study plot in the
woodland.  The student study
groups will track changes at their
woodland plots until next May.
Each group was also asked to
formulate a study question that
their group would investigate in
detail over the coming months.  

The volunteer mentors
generously shared their time and
scientific expertise with the
teenagers. These volunteers came
from the University of Minneso-
ta, Ramsey Conservation Dis-
trict ,  USDA Forestry Depart-
ment, St. Paul Audubon Society,
St.  Paul City Environmental
Services, and the Native Plant
Society. And who knows – per-
haps a few hours spent mentor-
ing today might motivate a curi-
ous youngster to choose a career
in the sciences tomorrow.  

According to the Como Park
High School students’ science
teacher, Josh Leonard, “It is rare
today that a small group of stu-
dents can get such direct instruc-
tion for any extended period of
time . . . this is important for
their social acculturation in ad-
dition to their scientific under-
standing.” Spoken like a true sci-
entist, but I’ll translate: Kids pay
closer attention and learn more
when the mentor/student ratio

is 1 to 4. And the kids remem-
ber what they’ve learned be-
cause of the appropriate out-
door setting.

One of the study groups
found several jelly fungi (com-
mon name: yellow brain jelly).
Their mentor,  Chase Davis,
brought back the fungi for the
rest of us to examine. Giant ex-
ploding puffballs,  smelly
stinkhorns, and slimy gilled
mushrooms are not the most at-
tractive things in the woods. But,
this quivering blob of jelly was
down right nasty. And we still
had to do an earthworm count! 

After lunch, the study
groups and mentors went back
to their plots to perform an
earthworm analysis. The stu-
dents poured mustard water over
a one square-foot area within
each of their plots, and a large
variety of worms came slithering
to the surface to escape the irri-
tating fluid.  

Josh Leonard later told me
that the students claimed to be
utterly disgusted by the earth-
worm analysis. Yet many of the
research questions the kids
chose to pursue over the next six
months seemed to involve sub-
jects with a high yuck factor, like
earthworms and fungi . . . I won-
der why?  But that may be a re-
search question for a future class
of Como Park High School sci-
ence students.

Endnotes: *A television pro-
gram about the October 4th
Field Day will air on NBC’s Min-
nesota Bound sometime in
spring – I’ll post the date and
time in a future column. *To
contact this writer: dmrobin-
son@bitstream.net
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Como Park High School students have a field day

Nature in the City
By DEB ROBINSON

Abell Gebreselassie, Sam Rassett, and Beniam Melekin were three of the
61 Como Park High School science students who took part in the Como
Woodland Education project’s first Field Day on October 4. (Photo by:
Ann Heyer)

Illustration by Deb Robinson



The Food Snob

Whenever one of my Without
Reservations colleagues proposes
reviewing a pizza parlor, I try to
veto, delay, sabotage or other-
wise prevent this from coming to
fruition. Pizza is the most sub-
jective of all everyday foods, and
our always-contentious group
tends to go ballistic debating the
merits of pies. Thick vs. thin
crust? Veggie vs. meat-laden? Tra-
ditional vs.  fusion? Lots of
cheese? What kind? On and on
and on.

Like water torture, the
Cheapskate chipped away at my
defenses, so I swallowed a Vali-
um and prepared for the battle
royal. The décor was a pleasant
surprise and the brother/sister
duo on duty couldn’t have been
nicer. We squabbled over what
to order, finally settling on an
eclectic combination. We had a
Thai pizza - half broccoli and
half chicken; a sausage and
mushroom, and an Eden pizza
with white sauce and loads of
onions and peppers. We round-
ed off our lunch with a platter of
cheesy garlic bread and a dessert
pizza loaded with cottage cheese
and chunks of fruit.

Disclaimer: What follows is
my opinion only and does not
reflect the views of Without
Reservations’ writers,  family
members or friends; nor the
Monitor or anyone else. Just me.

Eden’s crust is good, thin
and crispy. The red sauce is
marred by too many dried herbs
and cheese is ladled on too thick.
The Italian sausage was delicious,
but there wasn’t enough of it.
The Thai pizza was very saucy
but quite tasty and carrots were a
nice addition. The Eden Pizza is
good if you don’t mind blue
cheese in your white sauce. The
dessert pizza had a heaping help-
ing of cottage cheese - too heap-
ing for me. Finally, the garlic
bread should be spread with real
butter, not margarine.

With those remarks, I for-
mally retreat, crouch down and
wait for the artillery blast that is
sure to follow.

The Bachelor

KABOOM!!! Yes, whenever any-
one - the Food Snob in particu-
lar - speaks in disparaging terms
about the greatest gift ever given
to mankind - I’m talking about
pizza of course - I feel the need
… an obligation really … to
open up with a volley of verbal
Howitzer blasts.

But before I fire at will, I
thought you should know that
I’ve recently been thinking of
opening a pancake shop in my
kitchen. Really, it’s the perfect
plan. Each morning I’d stumble
out of bed in my threadbare pa-
jama pants and vintage Motley
Crue T-shirt, wander over to my
kitchen and start flippin’ flap-
jacks for any confused neighbors
or errant food reviewers who
happen to wander through my
kitchen door. Think about it.
The commute would be about 8
feet. The overhead costs would

be limited to Aunt Jemima and
Bisquick. And my neighbor’s 13
cats could lick the dishes clean.
Like I said, perfect!

The owners of Eden Pizza
are the inspiration for my new-
found dream. They own the
building (a house really) and
live upstairs from their shop.
The eating area of Eden Pizza
has about as many tables and
square footage as my kitchen, so
why shouldn’t I follow their ex-
ample?

Well, for starters they know
how to cook (and apparently
have some semblance of a work
ethic). So that’s where we differ.
For example, they demonstrated
some genuine culinary creativity
with their Thai pizza. Although
your precious Bachelor was too
overwhelmed by the Thai sauce
(whatever that is) to taste much
else, I couldn’t help but give
them credit for their adventure-
some spirit. 

The Eden Pizza was almost
too pretty to eat. And for the
Bachelor to say that about a piz-
za, you’d think this pie rivaled a
Monet. The selection of purple
onions and green apple chunks
and other brilliantly colored
peppers almost seemed to glow
on top of the white cheese and
sauce. Although I typically have
an aversion to blue cheese (you
know it tastes like vomit!), I
snarfed down four or five slices
with greedy abandon. My only
issue was that those slices were a
wee bit soggy and limped sadly
in my hand when I tried to steer
them into my mouth.

All in all,  you can’t beat
Eden Pizza for a cozy, homey at-
mosphere. And if you see one of
the owners dash upstairs for a
quick nap, know that you are not
alone as you seethe with envy.

The Chowhound

I Can’t Believe It’s Not Butter!®

Dang, it’s only now that I come
up with the perfect retort for the
Food Snob when she began criti-
cizing the garlic bread for using
some fake butter spread. Serious-
ly though, it tasted good to me,
and I can’t help but think that
our snobby counterpart was be-
ing just that, snobby.

I also can’t believe that up
until this point no one has men-
tioned the delicious Rice Crispy
treat that we shared before the
garlic bread. It may not have
been as gooey-good as the kind
Mom made for my 14th birth-
day at the roller-skating rink, but
it was pretty tasty. And while I
prefer most of my treats to be
sans-chocolate, the addition of
M&Ms was a nice surprise. 

Of the different Eden vari-
eties, I was most impressed with
the Thai pizza, which had a per-
fectly cooked crust and a nice
slathering of tangy Thai sauce. I
was delighted to find Snobby fo-
cusing on the sausage pizza and
the Bachelor on the Eden pizza;
this meant the Thai leftovers
were all mine. 

But before we were done,
our dessert pizza came. This time
I had a flashback to an even ear-
lier childhood memory, the time
Dad served canned peaches
topped with loads of chunky
cottage cheese. I nearly gagged
on the first bite and after making
a huge fuss I was told to eat it or
go to bed hungry. Well, Eden’s
apple and cottage cheese pizza
didn’t evoke the gag reflex, but
I’m still a bit scared of the fruit
and cheese combo. So I took my
“no-thank you” bite and instead
of making a huge fuss I politely
said I was full.

The next day at work I put
my Thai leftovers to the true test:
I popped it in the microwave for
45 seconds and ate it for lunch.
It passed with flying colors.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 19
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Voted Best Cafeby City Pages!

Hearty Home-Cooked
Daily Lunch Specials

2160 University Ave. W. at Vandalia

St. Paul 651-644-3393

BUTTERMILK SPECIAL
Two Pancakes, Two Eggs, Sausage $5.69
Two Pancakes, Sausage $5.29
Two Pancakes $3.89

Mon. thru Thurs. 5:30 am - 2:30 pm

Fri. & Sat. 5:30 am - 7:00 pm

Sun. 6:30 am - 4:00 pm

NEW HOURS
Fri-Sat. 

Dinners til 7:00

Best Breakfast in Town!- Served All Day!

your Lutheran church on the 

c
o
r
n
e
r

Sundays:
9:00 and 10:30 Worship
9:00 Education Hour
Pastor Bob Benke

a community of      joy

Jehovah LUTHERAN at Thomas and Snelling

www.jehovahlutheran.org 651-644-1421

Since 1894

Pizza at the Midway’s ‘Eden’

Without Reservations

Eden Pizza
629 Aldine Street

651-646-7616
Sunday - Thursday 11-3, 5-11

Friday and Saturday, 11-3, 5-midnight



By JAN WILLMS
Preparing students for careers

in health care and biotechnology
has just been made easier with a
grant from the U.S. Department of
Education awarded to Arlington
High School and Washington
Technology Magnet Middle
School.

The Bio-SMART grant pro-
vides $2.19 million to the Saint
Paul School District this year, and
the funding over the next three
years is expected to exceed $5.9
million.

“The District Superintendent
came to us last spring with an op-
portunity to submit the grant,”
said Patty Murphy, principal at Ar-
lington. She said Washington

Middle School is Arlington’s top
feeder school, and geographically
the two are close. 

“We get most of our students
from there,” she said. The two
schools are the only ones in the
district receiving this grant. 

Murphy said Arlington has a
high concentration of poverty
among its student body, and the
students sometimes struggle aca-
demically. This grant will allow
many of these students to be ex-
posed to scientific fields they
might not otherwise consider for
careers. 

Murphy said that nationally
there is a concentration on health
and technology education. 

“We’re trying to increase ca-

reer opportunities for high school
students to consider fields from
biochemistry to certified nursing
assistants,” Murphy said. 

“Locally, people have said
Minnesota is an industry leader in
businesses related to the biotech
areas, such as Boston Scientific, St.
Jude’s Medical and Medtronic,”
Murphy said. 

She said Arlington has used a
small learning communities mod-
el, with students grouping with
other students and staff two years
at a time. In tenth grade students
would choose a focus area. 

“We have always had three
strong focus areas: health environ-
ment, information technology
and business,” Murphy said. 

She said the Bio-SMART grant
offers students an opportunity to
align with three pathways. They
are Bio-SMART engineering and
technology, Bio-SMART business
and marketing and Bio-SMART

medical and health sciences. 
The grant will afford students

a chance in their senior year for
dual enrollment with Arlington
and a community college. 

“A student can become a certi-
fied nursing assistant, and can go
on to be an RN or in pre-med or
pursue a four-year degree,” she
said. 

“Last year we restructured the
building at Arlington and cut
some staff not related to science,
math, technology or business,”
Murphy said. “If the grant came
through, we would be ready.”

Murphy said Arlington has
spent about $200,000 in technolo-
gy, materials, resources and equip-
ment. She said students are learn-
ing how to use technology at a
higher level.

“We’re known as the high tech
high school in Saint Paul,” she
said. “Our wiring and infrastruc-
ture allows us to be further ahead.”

She said the staff went on va-
cation over the summer, came
back, and instructors were reas-
signed to put people’s talents
where they made the most sense. 

She said the grant calls for a
district project director and a site
project director at Arlington and
Washington who will work with
the principals, director and lead
teachers to have the model move
forward.

“As the building begins to de-
fine what this is for us, we will do
some outreach in business, indus-
try and higher education,” Mur-
phy said. “Century College was on
board right away and wants to be
a partner.” She said there will be
dual enrollment with the high
school and college, field trips for
Arlington students with college
students and a summer camp at
Century. 

CONTINUED ON PAGE 11
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Arlington High,
Washington 
Middle School 
receive federal 
Bio-SMART grant

John Witzmann (Bio-Engineer and Technology lead teacher), senior Tom Geisler, Mary Toner (Bio-Business and
Marketing lead teacher), and senior Tong Vang discuss Bio-Smart in the library computer lab. (Photo by Terry
Faust)

Seniors Tom Geisler and Tong Vang from Arlington High School will benefit
from the $2.19 million Bio-SMART grant to the St. Paul School District.
(Photo by Terry Faust)



Bio-SMART
Continued from page 10

Murphy said the three-year
grant will begin with transition
this year.

“The grant primarily sup-
ports the director and adminis-
trative positions, salaries for lead
teachers, classroom professionals
with lots of experience, and sec-
ondary partnerships,” Murphy
said. “There is also money in the
grant for additional high-end sci-
ence and technology-related
equipment.”

She said there will be an in-
ternship coordinator position for
an individual who will work with
staff and students. Students will
be doing on-the-job training.

“There are two reasons stu-
dents at Arlington have fallen
short in academic testing,” Mur-
phy said. “Fifty per cent of our
students are ELL, English Lan-
guage Learners.” Murphy said she
supports testing students in their
own language. “I’d like to see our
governor try and take a test in the
Somali language,” she said. 

Murphy said the second rea-
son is mobility. “It comes with
poverty,” she said. “The parents
have to move a lot, and it’s un-
fair to the kids.” She said stu-
dents are in school one day, may
move the next, come back a year
later.

“Our kids are bright, ex-
tremely street-savvy and re-
silient,” Murphy said. “Once
someone comes here as a staff
member he or she stays; there is
great joy in interacting with these
kids. This model may help them
to pursue careers they may not
have traditionally thought of.”

“This is the type of system
that allows our kids to be suc-
cessful in the future,” said Gina
Moore, assistant principal. “We
have dedicated personnel, who
are forming relationships with
these kids. Everybody wants
them to succeed.”

Mary Toner, one of the lead
teachers in the Bio-SMART pro-
gram, said that industry in the
area is also very excited about
the grant. 

“Our partners and potential
partners are very committed to
finding ways they can work with
us and our students,” she said.
“No business has said it is not

interested.”
Mike McCollor, the principal

at Washington, has also ex-
pressed his excitement about
what the Bio-SMART grant will
mean to his school.

“We have a pretty stable stu-
dent population,” he said, “and
technology is strong in our cur-
riculum.”

He cited the school’s music
program as an example. 

“We have band and choir,
but also a music technology pro-
gram. Students learn keyboard,
compose music on the computer
and learn how it is done profes-
sionally. They learn every part of
music,” he said.  He added that
for math classes, two different
computer technology programs
are in use.

He said the grant will
strengthen Washington’s science
field.

“In seventh grade, it will give
us an interdisciplinary curricu-
lum focused on the biosciences,”
he said.

He said some of the oppor-
tunities for students will include
designing on computer using en-
gineering software and learning
how to make digital videos, pic-
tures and web design.

“This grant gives us more
support staff,” he said. He said

four additional staff people have
been added to Washington.
“There is one in each of the three
pathways and an overall coordi-

nator,” McCollor said.
“In Junior High we will do

some fun stuff,” he added. “In
the summer program we will be

building robots and shooting off
rockets.”

McCollor cited the great
need for strengthening the sci-
ence field.

“India is graduating a mil-
lion engineers a year,” he said.
“We are not turning many out in
the Saint Paul public schools.”

McCollor emphasized that
the Bio-SMART program is not
just designed to serve as a college
prep school. 

“There are a lot of great jobs
in the biolife sciences,” he said.
“If you study to be a nursing as-
sistant, for example, you can get
a job at any city in the country.
There are jobs out there, but we
don’t have people ready to fill
them. There is a labor shortage.”

He said that if a student is in
a program that might have a
partnership with Regions Hospi-
tal, the student will have the op-
portunity to actually see the
workers in the labs and be ex-
posed to some of the technical
jobs that he or she has not been
aware of.

McCollor said some pieces
of the Bio-SMART program have
been started, but he expects it to
really take off by September
2008. 
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ADVERTISE!

Senior Marques Johnson works in Arlington's computer lab. Businesses near Arlington, as well as Washington Mid-
dle School, have all expressed interest in partnering with the schools to find ways they can work with the schools
and its students. (Photo by Terry Faust)

Performances for 'The Nutcracker' will be at 7 p.m. on Friday, November 30, 2 p.m. and 7 p.m. on Satur-
day December 1, and 2 p.m. on Sunday December 2. Anne Simley Theatre, Drew Fine Arts Center, Ham-
line University. Tickets $10 Adults and $8 Children and Students. For information call 651-644-2438.
Rachel Hite (pictured at the right), a Midway area resident and senior at the St. Paul Conservatory for the
Arts, is tackling the lead role of Clara. Hite is shown with fellow dancers (left to right) Elly Hollenhorst and
Natalie Gorg.

Midwest Youth Dance Theatre presents 'The Nutcracker'



GINKGO coffeehouse hosts
Holiday Art and Craft Fair
On Saturday, December 1, from
10 a.m.-6 pm, GINKGO coffee-
house will host its annual Holi-
day Arts and Crafts Fair.

Artists will present a wide
selection of affordable, unique
items, perfect for holiday gifts or
a something special for yourself.
For the last seven years, this has
been a place to support local arti-
sans. The handmade products
displayed have included pottery,
handmade paper items, jewelry,
visual arts, origami gift boxes,
and handmade soaps. Like previ-
ous years, the products will
include a wide variety of items.

Community Ed North End
Senior Program Dec. 11 
The North End Senior Holiday
Party will be held on Tuesday,
December 11th from 12:30-2:30
p.m. at North Emanuel Lutheran
Church, 301 Hatch Ave. Cost is
$12. This year’s program includes
entertainment by magician
Richard Cunningham, food,
prizes and lots of fun. Registra-
tion and payment due by Decem-
ber 3rd. Registrations can be
made at 651-293-8811. 

Tour: Como Poinsettia
Show/Alexander Ramsey House.
This tour will include a visit to
the Como Conservatory for the
Poinsettia show, guided tour of
the conservatory, visit to the new
tropical encounters, an animal
presentation and lunch at Como.
After lunch we will travel to the
Alexander Ramsey House to re-
ceive a guided tour of the home
decorated in its 19th century hol-
iday décor. Wednesday, Decem-
ber 19th, Fee $50.

Pick-ups Sites: 9:15 a.m.
Conway Rec. Center – 2090
Conway St., 9:35 a.m. Rice and
Arlington Athletic Complex–
1500 Rice Street. Approximate
return time is 3:30 p.m.
Registrations can be made at 651-
293-8634. Registration Due by
December 1st. 

Art Blooms at
Conservatory Holiday
Show opening Dec. 1
Imagine the Marjorie McNeely
Conservatory as an artist’s can-
vas, the holiday poinsettias his
paint and the Holiday Flower
Show his greatest work of art.
The Holiday Flower Show takes
on an art theme with this year’s
cultivars named after renowned
artists.  The Marjorie McNeely
Conservatory Sunken Garden’s
Holiday Flower Show, opens De-
cember 1, 2007 and runs through
January 21, 2008.

Making an appearance at the
Holiday Flower Show are Da Vin-

ci, Monet Twilight, Premium Van
Gogh, Premium Picasso, and Pre-
mium Miro along with Avant-
garde Red and Avant-garde Mar-
ble. Over 1,000 plants in a red to
pink palette, accented by artist
series Ageratum in a blue purple
hue.

The poinsettia is a native to
Mexico and was cultivated by the
Aztecs, long before the arrival of
Europeans. During the 17th cen-
tury a community of Franciscan
priests found the bright red flow-
ers blooming naturally on the
slopes during the Season of Ad-
vent and they used it to adorn
the Nativity Celebration. This
custom soon became a tradition
throughout Mexico. Today there
are over 100 varieties of the plant
and represent over 85% of all
potted plant sales over the holi-
day season.

Visitors can get a sneak peak
of the Holiday Flower Show
with, Bouquets: An Evening of
Wine & Flowers, on Thursday,
November 29 from 6-9 p.m.
Marvel at the beautiful arrange-
ments while sampling a variety
of wines and an array of hors
d’oeuvres. Tickets for this
fundraiser are $50 per person in
advance.  Bouquets: An Evening
of Wine & Flowers is a produc-
tion of the Como Zoo and Con-
servatory Society. For reserva-
tions, call 651-487-8229.  

For more information, visit
www.comozooconservatory.org. 

November adult forum
held at Jehovah
Each Sunday of November the 9
a.m. Bible Class at Jehovah
Lutheran Church, corner of
Snelling and Thomas Avenues, is
studying some of the more than
2,000 Bible verses about loving
the poor and doing justice. The

Rev. Dr. Maynard Dorow, retired
missionary/New Testament pro-
fessor will lead the Bible study
starting with Old Testament and
the prophets through the
Gospels, Jesus and Apostle Paul.
As a complement to the “God’s
Mercy Mandate: Loving the
Needy” scripture study, a video
or DVD showing love in action
internationally and locally will
round out each class, followed by
sharing and fellowship. On No-
vember 28 Lydia Volz will report
on her trip to India, including es-
pecially work among the needy
there. The visual segments are
from Lutheran World Relief,
Lutheran Social Services of MN
and Keystone Community Cen-
ter. 

All are welcome to come,
share stories of God’s love in
action and be energized by God’s
call to further love in action. Enter
through Thomas Avenue door and
come to the lounge. More infor-
mation at 651-644-1421 or
www.jehovahlutheran.org.

Zion Holiday Bazaar, Bake
Sale November 10th
Zion Lutheran Church, 1697
Lafond at Aldine St. will host a
Holiday Bazaar on Saturday,
November 10, from 9 a.m. to 1
p.m. Bake sale, craft, recycled
Christmas items, coffee and cook-
ies are available for purchase. A
light lunch can be purchased
between 11 a.m. and 12:30 p.m.
Please bring your neighbors and

friends. For more information call
the church office at 651-645-0851.

Thanksgiving Eve Service
at Zion Church
Zion Lutheran Church, 1697

Lafond Ave., will host the Midway
Ecumenical Thanksgiving Eve
Service this year on Wednesday,
November 21st at 7 p.m.
Everyone is welcome! Hope to
see you there.

Midwest Youth Dance
presents “Nutcracker”
Performances at 7 p.m. on Friday
November 30,  2 p.m. and 7 p.m.
on Saturday December 1, and 2
p.m. on Sunday, December 2:
Anne Simley Theatre, Drew Fine
Arts Center, Hamline University.  

Tickets $10 adults and $8
children and students. For infor-
mation call 651-644-2438.

This production of  “The
Nutcracker” is a lively version of
the holiday tradition, which is
unique in featuring over 80
dance students (and a few par-
ents) in all of the roles including
the lead roles of Clara, the Snow
Queen and the Sugar Plum Fairy.  

Rachel Hite, a Midway area
resident and senior at the St. Paul
Conservatory for the Arts, is tack-
ling the lead role of Clara who is
the young woman given a
Nutcracker at the holiday party by
her eccentric grandfather
Drosselmeier.  

Conservatory hosts
Holiday Tea December 7
Leave the cool weather and holi-
day stress outside and relax as
you delight in an afternoon gar-
den tea service surrounded by the
majesty of the Marjorie McNeely
Conservatory’s gardens, includ-
ing the Holiday Flower Show fea-
turing over 1,000 poinsettias. The
Holiday Tea will be held Friday,
December 7, with two seatings
one at 11 am and one at 2 p.m.

Guests will dine on a five-
course traditional tea service in
the North Garden, as well as be
taken on a behind-the-scenes
tour of the Conservatory and wit-
ness the Sunken Garden’s Holi-
day Flower Show.  The menu in-
cludes oven hot scones, petite
sandwiches , fruit tarts and more.
This traditional tea service is
hosted by volunteer Tea Ladies in
traditional Victorian attire and
the tea is provided by the Tea
District.

The Holiday Tea is Friday,
December 7 at 11 am and one at
2 p.m. Ticket prices for the
Holiday Tea is $45, which
includes the meal, tea and a
behind-the-scenes tour of the
Conservatory. Space is limited
and reservations are required by
calling 651-487-8250.

Mt. Olive Lutheran Church
hosts seminar Nov. 9
Mt. Olive Lutheran Church in St.
Paul will host its 5th Annual Ref-
ormation Renewal Seminar on
Friday, November 9, from 6:30 to
9:30 p.m.

The presenter will be a for-
mer Muslim who is now a Chris-
tian. During the 3-hour seminar
the following topics will be pre-
sented:  1) Islam - Basic Beliefs
and Chronology; 2) Islam – The-
ology; 3) Islamic Culture; 4) One
Man’s Personal Journey and Out-
reach.

There is no cost for the
evening seminar, and refresh-
ments will be served.

Mt. Olive is located just east
of the State Fairgrounds, and west
of Como Park, at 1460 Almond
Avenue at Pascal Street.  You may
call Pastor Carl Henkel at the
church office (651-645-2575) for
directions to the church or for
more information.

‘Osteoporosis’ topic of
Nov. 13 luncheon
On Tuesday, November 13, the
topic, “Osteoporosis: What Is It
and What Can You Do About
It?” will be presented at a lunch-
eon from 11:30 a.m.-1 p.m. in
the community space of Ham-
line Methodist Church, 1514 En-
glewood Avenue. A free will do-
nation is taken for the meal. Call
the office of Hamline Midway
Elders 651-209-6542 to make
reservations for the luncheon, re-
quest free transportation or if
you are a senior or caregiver and
would like information about
keeping seniors independent at
home (www.blocknurse.org).

Anyone interested in volun-
teering to gift wrap
between December 16-22 at
a neighborhood retail location
should call 651-209-6542.
Several shifts are available and
proceeds will benefit Hamline
Midway Elders.
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Como resident to
receive award
Como area resident Dan
“Daddy Squeeze” Newton
has been named this year’s re-
cipient of the Lifetime
Achievement Award by the
Minnesota Accordion Associ-
ation. Newton will receive the
award during his November
9th performance at the 2007
Northeast Accordion Festival.

“Daddy Squeeze” is a fre-
quent guest on the “A Prairie
Home Companion” radio
broadcasts, leads the Café Ac-
cordion Orchestra, Rockin’
Pinecones, and has recorded
and produced nearly 20 al-
bums of mostly accordion-
oriented music.

The Northeast Accordion
Festival, presented in association with the Walker Art Center, will be held at the Cedar Cultural Center in
Minneapolis, November 9th-11th. 

For schedule and ticket information go to http://airaccordion.com/neaf2007.htm, or call The Cedar
Ticket Line 612-338-2674 ext 2.

Dan Newton will be performing at 8 p.m. on Saturday, November 24th at The
Coffee Grounds, Hamline and Hoyt.



Rice Street 
Library plans
November
activities
The Rice Street Branch Library
has a wide variety of activities
planned for November. Please
join us!!

The Rice Street Branch Li-
brary will be celebrating the
125th Anniversary of the Saint
Paul Public Library with an
Open House on Saturday No-
vember 10 from 2:00 to 4:00
pm. A dedication of the colored
glass windows by local artist Bar-
bara Keith will be held at 2:30
pm followed by Billie Young
reading from her new book, A
Noble Task: Saint Paul Public Li-
brary Celebrates 125! at 3 p.m.
Refreshments will also be served.

The Library will offer early-
literacy-based preschool story
times on Tuesdays from 10:30-11
a.m. on November 13, 20 and
27.

A Neighborhood Police
Meeting will be held Tuesday,
November 13 at 6:30 p.m.  Meet
with the local police to discuss
conditions in the North End
neighborhood. Everyone is wel-
come.

Free Job Search Assistance
will be offered by a consultant
from Goodwill-Easter Seals on
Fridays November 16 and 30
from 10:30 am to 12:30 pm. No
appointment is necessary.

The North End Book Club
will meet Monday, November
26, at 12:30.  All are welcome to
attend. For more information
please call Sandy at 651-293-
8811. This group is sponsored by
North End Community Educa-
tion of Saint Paul Public
Schools.

The STARS Homework Help
Center is a comfortable place for
students of all ages to work on
schoolwork. STARS also provides
homework helpers to help stu-
dents with their questions. Open
Mondays through Thursdays
from 3- 7 p.m.

Teens in Action Club will be
meeting Tuesdays and Thursdays
from 4:15 – 6 p.m. This pro-
gram, offered in collaboration
with Camp Fire USA, offers teens
the opportunity to play crazy
games, compete in challenges,
plan and do projects that help
our community, meet special
guest speakers, and learn about
different cultures. Stop in, have
fun, or learn something new!

The Rice Street Library is lo-
cated at 1011 Rice Street between
Lawson and Hatch. Our phone
number is 651-558-2223.  Hours
are Monday, Wednesday, Thurs-
day, 12:30-9; Tuesday 10-9; and
Friday and Saturday, 10-5:30.

Saint Paul Public Library, 90
West Fourth St., Saint Paul, MN
55102 - www.sppl.org
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New Everyday Specials!
• Build your own 6-pack from our selection

of over 100 Micro & Import Beers 
and receive 10% OFF.

• Purchase $30 worth of any wine 

and receive $5 OFF purchase. Excludes sales items

• Every Friday lunch is pasta buffet 
for $5.95. Dine in only

651-488-1515 651-488-4040
LOCATED AT 560 W. COMO

Liquor • Deli
Banquet Hall

Coming very soon... look for entertainment nights, 6pm to
9pm, at Abetto's. Enjoy dinner with the finest selection of

beer and wine found anywhere, and be entertained by local
talent playing Jazz, Blues and Classic Rock!

Expires 12/31/07 Expires 12/31/07

Perm Special

Perm & Haircut
$60

651-488-2579

MAKE YOUR
APPOINTMENT TODAY!

651-488-2579

q
e

New customer
special only

1129-1/2 W. LARPENTEUR
(corner of Lexington & Larpenteur)

Tues thru Thurs - 9AM-7PM
Fri & Sat - 9AM-5PM

$49
FOIL!

Roseville
Hair Designers Roseville

Hair Designers

(Coupon good thru Dec. 31, 2007)

We specialize in wedding parties!

Any Length Hair!

FREE Regular 6-inch Sub
when you purchase a 6-inch sub of equal or

greater value & a 21 oz fountain drink 
2121 University Ave W, St. Paul (University & Cleveland)

651-646-3096
One coupon per customer per visit.  
Not good with any other offer or on 
Big & Hearty and Double Stacked Subs. Expires 12/31/07

Hours: M-F 10AM-8PM
Sat. 10AM-7PM PARIS NAILS SPECIALS
FREE French With Fullset - $23
FREE French with Pedicure - $25
Please bring ad in for discount, good thru 11/30/07

We will take all competitor’s coupons.

651-489-9099
1264 Rice St.
St. Paul, MN 55117

$15
haircut

includes shampoo/conditioning/style
for new clients only.

Just mention ad when you call for an appt.

Specializing in color

FFRREEEE  PPAARRKKIINNGG
1619 University Ave.
St. Paul, MN 55104

651.603.8887
no expiration on offer

full service
salon 

and 
spa

Buy any 
product, 
get one 
of equal 
or lesser 

value 1/2 OFF

MONITOR COUPON CUT-OUTS

Monitor readers: Welcome to Mastel’s

$5.00 OFF
any $40 or more

purchase
with this coupon thru Dec. 29, 2007.

Not valid with any other offers or
juicer purchases.



By JANE MCCLURE
Midway Center’s new Big

Top Liquors and Walgreens stores
can proceed with October 10 ap-
proval of the stores’ site plans.
But St. Paul City Council ap-
proval isn’t likely to end the on-
going and at times heated debate
over redevelopment along the
proposed Central Corridor light
rail line.

The council unanimously
denied an appeal led by Univer-
sity UNITED. But approval of the
site plan comes with a number of
requirements meant to make the
development more attractive.

The plans approved have
stores facing north toward Spruce
Tree Drive and University Avenue.
Four different design proposals,
including the idea of having the
stores face Snelling Avenue, were
rejected by Midway Center owner
Rein Midway. The council post-
poned a decision on the site plan
October 3, so that a compromise
plan could be sought. University
UNITED and area district councils
had pushed for a new design that
they contend would be more in
keeping with city plans for transit-
oriented development along Uni-
versity Avenue.

But Rein Midway representa-
tives contended that their Mid-
way Center plans as designed do
meet the intent of transit-orient-
ed development. They also ar-
gued that the proposed transfor-
mation of Midway Center and
plans called for breaking up its
super-block with an extension of
the area’s street grid system, are
many years away. Their argu-
ments have been supported by
business groups.

The layover was punctuated
by sharp words between council

members Debbie Montgomery
and Jay Benanav. Montgomery
contended that the community
groups didn’t discuss alternative
plans with her, a situation she
said would “not be tolerated” in
the future. Representatives of the
community groups said they had
invited Montgomery to meetings
and had met with her staff.

The development’s location
at the southeast corner of
Snelling Avenue and Spruce Tree
Drive is in Ward 1 but is across

Snelling from Ward 4. Benanav
contends the project as designed
by Rein Midway will have more
traffic impacts for his ward than
for Ward 1.

Montgomery said everyone
tried hard to find a compromise.
“None of the plans are perfect,”
she said. “They all have strong
points and weak points.”

After that flare-up, the coun-
cil members and community
members did try to seek a com-
promise. Tom Beach, who over-

sees site plan reviews for the city,
said the two sides met October 9
but were unable to reach agree-
ment on a compromise plan. 

Rein Midway wants to tear
down Big Top’s existing building,
which also houses Great Clips
and previously housed a video
store.

On the site two new build-
ings would be erected. The site it-
self is about 1.7 acres, only a
small part of the 18-acre shop-
ping center.

The Walgreens building
would be 14,490 square feet on
each level and would be closest
to Snelling. It would have a
drive-through lane on its east
side. The Big Top building would
be 17,200 square feet in size,
with 2,400 square feet of that
space in the mezzanine.

The plan is seen as reviving a
shopping center that has strug-
gled with vacancies in recent
years. A south side storefront,
which more recently housed a
beauty school, is now vacant. A
women’s clothing store and a
dollar store recently moved out.

The redevelopment site is
just north of the former Metro
Transit bus barn property and an
east-west alley that Rein Midway
would like to ultimately trans-
form into a street called Midway
Drive. The site’s location and the
need to accommodate merchan-
dise deliveries and trash removal
make it difficult to design a site
that hides those uses. There is al-
so the need to design a site that
has east-west and north-south ac-
cess to the bus barn property,
which Rein Midway would like
to buy from the Metropolitan
Council. Rein midway already
has plans to put a home im-
provement store on land it owns
southeast of Midway Center, at
Pascal and St. Anthony Avenues.

There have already been de-
sign changes to the Walgreens
and Big Top plans. Walgreens
will be in a two-story building,
not one story. The Big Top build-
ing will have a mezzanine level.
The Snelling sides of the Wal-
greens building will not be a flat
wall but will have glass windows.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 18
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Debate continues over redevelopment on Central Corridor…

New Big Top Liquors and Walgreens
stores given City Council approval

Midway Center’s new Big Top Liquors and Walgreens stores can proceed with October 10 approval of the stores’
site plans.



Hamline
Park
Continued from page 3

On Oct. 20, the Pals held Re-
furbish Day Phase 1: Paint the
Pavement at Hamline Park. Com-
munity residents planted a com-
munity peace pole with Melvin
Giles, a regional peace representa-
tive of the World Peace Prayer So-
ciety, headquartered in New York
state; painted sidewalk games
(hopscotch, 4 corners, snail, and
Chinese hopscotch); and also
painted dinosaur and elephant
feet along the paths of the park.

“It was so wonderful,”said
McCoy. ”Melvin Giles assisted us
with the peace pole ceremony to
create peace in our community.
We paraded through the neighbor-
hood with the peace pole, blew
bubbles and planted it together in
the garden by the tennis courts.”

Another part of the park’s im-
provement movement is to get
money for a new tot lot, which
residents will build together as a
community. McCoy is currently
involved in grant writing to get
funding for it.

“They want neighbors in the
community to tell them why they
should give us money,” she said.

“We really need everybody’s sup-
port to finish the project. We’e ask-
ing for money for the tot lot as
well as a large rope jungle maze
for kids 5 and older to replace the
exercise equipment area right by
the basketball court.”

McCoy was instrumental in
getting St. Paul Parks and Recre-
ation to renovate the basketball
court at Hamline Park.

“Charity McCoy pointed out
it was in need of repair,” said Bob
Bierscheid, St. Paul Parks and
Recreation director. “She brought
it to our attention. It was high on
our list in the top five. The com-
munity really wanted it there. So,
we bumped it up.”

Having partnerships with
outside groups like the Timber-
wolves is important to Parks and

Recreation.
“By partnering with them, we

save tax money and get the
amenities that citizens of St. Paul
should deserve,” said Bierscheid.
“We try to get people as active in
St. Paul as we can. This is one way
to do that. At the same time, we
can reduce the burden on taxpay-
ers.”

These partnerships help Parks

and Recreation.
“I’m convinced this will be a

heavily used facility,” he said. “I’m
very pleased with the Timber-
wolves and very pleased with
Charity’s dedication to help that
particular park.”

McCoy feels the new basket-
ball court greatly affects what she
is trying to do at Hamline Park.

“It gives it a new facelift,” she
said. “It creates a new mood with-
in the park. It helps youth know
there are people who cared and
actually did something. It creates
more unity and respect in the
community.”

Understandably, McCoy can’t
stop praising the Timberwolves.

“I’m so grateful that they sup-
port us and they care enough to
stand by their word,” she said.
“That means a lot. Investing in
each other keeps us going.”

Improving Hamline Park is
important to McCoy because she
loves parks.

“I’m a big kid myself at
heart,” she said. “I loved to go to
the playground and run around.
It’s a place for creativity and spon-
taneity. It’s the focal point of our
community of interaction.”

McCoy’s  hope for Hamline
Park is simple.

“I hope that it becomes the
safe and playful place it really is
and can be with everyone’s help,”
she said.      
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1514 Englewood Avenue – St. Paul 651-645-0667

SUNDAY WORSHIP SCHEDULE

8:00 AM Worship

9:30 AM Worship

9:45 AM Sunday School

10:30 AM Youth Group

10:30 AM Hospitality

10:30 AM Children’s Choir

8:30 PM Compline (Service of Evening Prayer)

h

Details on website:
www.hamlinechurch.org

Christ Lutheran Church
on Capitol Hill

A multi-cultural Lutheran Community of Faith

105 W. University Ave. • 651-222-3619
Worship: 9:30 am

Sunday School and Adult Education:
10:45 am

Interim Pastor: Ronald K. Johnson

651-642-1838

On Oct. 20, the Pals held Refurbish Day Phase 1: Paint the Pavement at Hamline Park. Community residents
planted a community peace pole with Melvin Giles, a regional peace representative of the World Peace Prayer Socie-
ty, headquartered in New York state; painted sidewalk games (hopscotch, 4 corners, snail, and Chinese hopscotch);
and also painted dinosaur and elephant feet along the paths of the park.



Como Park Senior High
seeks business partners
Como Park Senior High is seeking
St. Paul businesses to serve as sites
to hire students through its Com-
munity Outreach Program and
Academy of Finance. The benefits
of participating are enormous.
Students begin to apply what they
learn in a work environment and
they can receive amazing training
in a selected occupation in the
community. The businesses have
a chance to provide input into de-
veloping the local workforce and
to foster positive workplace be-
haviors, such as increased atten-
dance and productivity among
prospective workers. Contact Ms.
Rosenow at 651-293-8800 or
gail.rosenow@spps.org for more
information.

St. Anthony Park
Elementary School 
gives thanks
November is a good month to
give thanks to the community
that supports St. Anthony Park
Elementary School, 2180 Knapp
Street. Thanks to those who vol-
unteer their time to run the fund
raising events and to those who
respond with generosity. The
school enjoys a wealth of sup-
porters who really make a differ-
ence in the quality of its pro-
grams. The St.  Anthony Park
School Association’s (SAPSA)
mission is to support, encourage
and enhance learning at the
school by providing volunteers
and funds. SAPSA meets month-
ly to plan and execute activities

that take place throughout the
year.

During November special
activities at the school include:
The Art Adventures Program,
which will begin in November.
The Minneapolis Institute of Art
provides training and materials
for volunteers to teach students
in art classes about select pieces
of art from the MIA. Art special-
ist Courtney Oleen creates art
projects to go along with the les-
sons.

The Second Grade Saint An-
thony Saints Reading Celebra-
tion will take place on Thursday,
November 8. Parents and others
will join teachers Bro Just and
Ruth Krider as they cheer on stu-
dents as they read their way to a
goal of 15 or more books or 400
or more pages by November.
There will be no school on Fri-
day, November 9 as teachers pre-
pare for conferences later this
month.

Magazine Sales begin on
November 12. Now is the time
to subscribe to your favorite
magazines.

Site council and SAPSA
meetings are scheduled on the
second Monday of the
month. November 12 the site
council will meet at 5 p.m. and
the SAPSA meeting will follow
from 6:30 to 8 p.m. Childcare is
always provided.

Conferences will take place
on the following dates:

Monday and Tuesday
evening, November 19 and 20.
Wednesday, November 21, dur-
ing the day.

During conferences, families
are encouraged to visit the Do-
nate-a-Book table in the hallway
and to purchase a special book
for the school library.

There will be no school on
November 21, 22 and 23,
Wednesday through Friday, for
the Thanksgiving holiday.
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Mi is an incredibly patient student who is always
willing to lend a helping hand.  She takes it upon
herself to work with students who need extra
explanations.  Mi exhibits compassion to
newcomers and spends a lot of time translating
and showing them how to do assignments. She
can be counted on to participate in classroom
discussions every day.  Mi has never had a
missing or late assignment, which proves what a
hard worker she truly is.  She is quietly confident
and extremely gentle with others. It’s a pleasure
to have Mi as a student in sixth grade at New
Spirit Middle School!  

New Spirit’s Star Student of the month receives a $25 gift certificate for a local bookstore.

New Spirit School offers small class sizes, a content-rich curriculum, and a
focus on character education. New Spirit School currently has openings for 
K - 8 students. For more information on our tuition free K - 8 program please

CALL 651-225-9177
260 Edmund Avenue (One block west of Marion Street) 

New Spirit School’s

STAR STUDENT
This month we honor,

Mi Lee
Teacher: Ms. Eull

FREE DELIVERY
Complete Menu Delivered

1641 Rice Street.
651-488-0549

$1.00 OFF
Any Medium or Small
2 or More Item Pizza

HEARTHSIDE
Within our delivery area only. Not

valid with other coupons or specials

$2.00 OFF
Any Large 14”
or Family 16”

2 or More Item Pizza
HEARTHSIDE

Within our delivery area only. Not
valid with other coupons or specials

BUY ONE BREAKFAST
GET ONE

1/2 OFF
Must be equal or

lesser value
HEARTHSIDE

Within our delivery area only. Not
valid with other coupons or specials

yqre

Reedem for one 
FREE Cheesy Pizza Fries

with the purchase of a Jumbo Pizza
Expires 12/23/07

Dreamland Arts presents
‘Stuffed Animal Show’
Dreamland Arts, 677 Hamline Avenue North, will present The
Stuffed Animal Show co-hosted by Chipmunk Zip and Leslye Orr.
The show is an interactive theater experience for children ages 3+

The show will run Fridays, November 9, 16 and 23 at 7 p.m.,
Saturdays, November 10, 17 and 24 at 11 a.m. and 2 p.m. The
cost is $7 ($5 for children, free for stuffed animals). Call 651-
645-5506 for reservations and more information. Only 40 seats
are available per show, so reserve early.

Children, bring your favorite stuffed animal to Dreamland
Arts to meet Chipmunk Zip and his playful pals who interact
with the audience with funny tales, and even funnier tails. Leslye
Orr animates the whole gang with wacky sounds and voices while
also sharing creative ideas for imaginative play. A tiny-sized tea
party for all stuffed animals follows every performance. Running
Time: 45 minutes.

Leslye Orr performs in ‘The Stuffed Animal Show.’ (Photo courtesy of
Dreamland Arts)Como Park students recognized for PSAT scores

Congratulations to three Como Park High School “Commended Stu-
dents” recognized for their excellent scores on the PSAT exam. Over 1.4
million students nationwide took this test. Michela Dimond, Elisabeth
Edgerton and Amanda Muehlbauer scored in the top 50,000 students.
Pictured in photo are: Dan Mesick, Como Park H.S. principal (left to
right) Michela Dimond, Elisabeth Edgerton and Amanda Muehlbauer. 

Next deadline:
November 26



Hamline
Midway
Library
Continued from page 1

“We did not have the com-
puters that the public comes in
and uses in droves,” she said. 

“The usage number was nev-
er what it is now. We had 160
full-time employees.”

Huggins said that 26 years
later, there are only 19 more em-
ployees. 

“That’s barely one new em-
ployee a year, but business is
booming,” she said.

Huggins said the irony in
the targeting of Hamline is that
she knows the area is a literate,
book loving community. 

“I know it’s a neighborhood
of readers, families who bring
children to story time and uni-
versity students,” she said. “Peo-
ple are reading somewhere.” 

And if Brown has anything
to say about it, Hamline-Midway
neighbors will continue to read
at the Hamline Midway Library
in the years head.

“I tell them: ‘The library will
close over my dead body,’”
Brown said.

She said she thinks it is pre-
mature to be discussing what
may happen with the Hamline
Midway Library. 

“It’s not a question of how
many books are checked out,”
she said. “I think that’s a little
misleading.”

“The library building be-
longs to the citizens, and it’s up
to them to decide what to do
with the physical plant they
own,” Brown said. “I know
Melanie wants to get together
with people in the community
to discuss options.”

Brown said St. Paul has al-
ways had an incredibly strong re-
lationship with its libraries. She
said it is hard to just measure the
use of a library by its circulation.

“You have to look at the en-
tire library system, and that takes
time,” she said. “When you final-
ly accomplish a plan, it works
for about 25 years. A lot of reno-
vations have been accomplished
to bring us into the 21st century.
Now it’s time for us to take an-
other look at what’s happening
and what needs to be done.”

She said unique things
could be done in the neighbor-
hood. 

“Hamline University is in-
terested in giving assistance, but
doesn’t want to take over run-
ning the library,” she said. She
added that people have been
generous over the years in library
giving. 

Brown said she is a member
of a loose-knit but longstanding
community group, the Hamline
Midway Library Association, that
gets together once a year and
passes around a can to collect
donations for the Hamline
Branch. 

“There are about a half
dozen of us, and we get about
$400 to $600 every year,” she
said. Brown said that money
goes to the branch for the librar-
ian to use as needed for things
that are too small to go through
regular appropriations. 

“Sometimes there is just a

need for the community to feel
it can give that kind of discre-
tion,” she said, “because a small
branch should be personal.”

Brown said putting a coffee
shop in the library might hurt
the local coffee shops, but she
thinks there might be some oth-
er service a library needs, such as
a little teahouse. 

“Other things could be done
to generate revenue,” she said.
But she feels the best solution is
to not close the library. 

Huggins also emphasized
the need for the community to
stay in touch and know what is
going on with the Hamline
Branch. 

“We don’t want to lose the
library, but the budget is going
to make a difference,” she said. 

She contemplated what
kinds of services the library
could provide.

“We have got to get really
creative,” Huggins said. “We
need to think beyond the physi-

cal building. Is there some part-
nership that would work?”

She said she would love to
have a conversation with Ham-
line University. 

“I know they have space
needs—so do we. They promote
lifelong learning—so do we. 

They are interested in the
community—so are we,” Hug-
gins said. 

Huggins said 2008 is a time
to spend in exploration. 

“Right now the worst thing
we could do is say we could only
partner with Hamline Universi-
ty,” she said.  “It sounds like lots
of people are willing to enter the
conversation, and that’s really
exciting. I would hope for Ham-
line University to stay interest-
ed.”

“The real message here is
that every community loves its
library dearly,” Huggins said.
“No one wants to close. But
when faced with budget realities
that are sometimes grim, we

have to make difficult choices.
The best thing is that we come
up with other choices that are
not so challenging.”

Jun-Li Wang, community or-
ganizer for the Hamline Midway
Coalition, said that she fears that
the circulation numbers for
Hamline Midway Library may
not reflect the accurate picture of
library usage.

“Perhaps we should not be
surprised that the gate counts are
reported as lower at times,” she
said. “In the past few years, there
has been less outreach about li-
brary events that often attract
new or different types of users.”

“We need to simply remind
folks that the library is a re-
source for more than just books
and videos,” Wang added.

Wang pointed out that with
the opening of the new Rondo
Library at University and Dale in
fall of 2006, Hamline Midway
Library undoubtedly lost some
traffic.

“With the opening of Ron-
do, some users may have been
interested in the new facility for
its novelty factor or greater offer-
ings than the small library we
have here. But this does not
mean that the Hamline Midway
Library should be considered
less successful or less needed
than other libraries,” Wang said.
“The gate counts do not tell us
the cause of a drop or increase in
numbers. From the comments I
have heard from community
members, even before this cur-
rent budget shortfall, there was a
desire and now, plenty of energy,
to turn the library into a more
vibrant community asset with
more innovative programming
and outreach.”

She suggested that any com-
munity members who want to
get involved with preserving the
Hamline Midway Library and
deciding how the facility can be
better used can call her at 651-
646-1986. 
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Central Baptist Church
420 Roy Street N., St. Paul

651-646-2751
www.centralbaptistchurch.com
Dr. Ronald Saari, Senior Pastor

SUNDAYS AT CENTRAL
9:15 a.m. Sunday School

10:30 a.m. Worship
Mix of Traditional and Contemporary

6:00 p.m. Ekklesia Ministry - 
Ministry to Young Adults

Wednesday Night Activities
See website for Youth & Children’s activities

Daily Child Care
For Pre-kindergarten children and

Before and After School Care for Elementary age
For more information see website or call 

651-646-2846

The North End Area’s Premiere Rental Hall

The Klub Haus
1079 Rice Street • St. Paul

Reserve Now for Your Fall & Holiday Events
Make YOUR event one to remember!

Newly Renovated with Stage, Hardwood Dance Floor,
Full Kitchen & more • Available for Large or Small Groups

Call: (651) 489-4656 or (651) 489-4808 today!

ALLIE
CHIROPRACTIC

Primary Care and Rehabilitation
• Chiropractic • Acupuncture

• Physical Therapy • Therapeutic Massage
David Allie, DC. Steven Hagstrom, DC., ACCU.

Scott Wagner, LPT. Laurie Reis, MT

651-487-5334
1654 Rice St • Rice & Larp. • Mon.-Fri. 8am to 6 pm

Most Insurance Accepted
Sister Rosalind Gefre Massage & Wellness Center

Provides massage services at our clinic.

10% OFF A 1 HOUR MASSAGE
With this coupon

ALLIE CHIROPRACTIC CLINIC
Expires 11/30/07

Executive Rental Returns
Dresser and Mirror from .......................................$99
Sofa & Loveseat Sets from ...................................$299
Coffee & End Table Sets from.................................$79
Sofa Tables from ....................................................$49
Table & Chair Sets from ......................................$149
Desk & Chair from.................................................$49
Lamps from ..............................................................$5 ea

VCR 30 day warranty from .....................................$19 ea

Pictures from ............................................................$9 ea



Monitor Want Ads are now $1 per
word with a $10 minimum. Send
your remittance along with your ad
to Monitor Classifieds, Iris Park
Place, 1885 University Avenue, Ste.
#110, St. Paul, MN 55104.
Classifieds must be prepaid via
cash, check, or credit card.
Classified ads can be e-mailed to
denisw@aplacetoremember.com.
Want ads must be in the Monitor
before November 26 for the
December 6 issue. Call 651-645-
7045 for more information. Your
classified ad will also be automati-
cally placed on the Monitor’s web-
site at www.MonitorSaintPaul.com

ADDITIONS
Kustom additions, distinctive
kitchens, bathrooms, patio decks,
ramps. Expert workmanship.
Marty. Referral Service
Consultant. 612-724-8819. 1-08

AUTO REPAIR
Gary’s Automotive Repair - Tune-
ups, brakes, exhaust. 455 Atwater
St., AC, computer diagnosis. 651-
487-3659. 2-08

BUSINESS 
OPPORTUNITIES

Business Partner Wanted. Inc 500
Co. expanding business looking for
someone who has owned or oper-
ated a business or has experience in
marketing, teaching or public

speaking. Send resume to lifespure-
balance@gmail.com. 12-07

BUY AND SELL
“**Wanted** HiFi Consoles, Old
Stereo Gear, Big Spkrs, Ham
Radios, homemade audio gear,
ETC. Need Not Work Andy 651-
329-0515. 7-09

Vintage lights, house hardware.
Doors, tubs, radiators, etc. Also
furniture hardware 651-644-
9270. 11-07-00

CONCRETE WORK
Concrete work - Steps our special-
ty, ornamental step rails, small
jobs and repair. Al Hansen 651-
227-4320. 2-08

COMPUTERS
PC911 Computer and Network
Repair, virus, email, internet,
installation, purchasing, assess-
ment. Fast, friendly service for
residential and business, local
since 1993. Call Frank Brandon,
651-290-0120. 11-08

EMPLOYMENT
Looking for delivery carriers to
deliver the Monitor approximately
3 to 4 hours per month. Pay by
route. Also looking for contract
carriers for work two or three times
a week. Great for supplemental
income! Call 651-458-8053, ask
for Lloyd. 12-03

HAULING 
Just call, we haul – Will haul
almost anything from old furni-
ture and appliances to yard waste
and construction debris. Will do
all of the loading and cleanup for
you. For free estimate on cleaning
your garage, attic, basement and
yard, just call 612-724-9733. 11-07

HOUSECLEANING
Sherry’s Housecleaning Services.
651-225-1479. Complete clean-
ing services! Very affordable. 5-08

LANDSCAPE PRODUCTS
Kern Landscape Resources—we
deliver composted manure, deco-
rative mulches, rock, top soil,
sand. Peter-651-646-1553. 9-07 

LAWN SERVICE
Lawn Service - Landscaping - lawn
contracts, tree and shrub mainte-
nance. 20 years experience. John
612-328-6893. 9-07

Leaf Clean-up from $49.
Satisfaction Guaranteed! Call for
free quote 651-343-3944. 10-07

REAL ESTATE
Lake Lots For Sale - Rare opportu-
nity. 2+ acre lake lots near Siren,
Wisconsin. Only 90 minutes
from St. Paul. Call Tom Peterson
at Century 21, 715-349-5300.

PAINTING
Painting - specializing in wallpa-
per removal. Average house $600,
average 3 rooms $200, average
garage $200. Jim 651-698-0840.
11-07

Interior/exterior painting, enam-
eling, plaster patching, free esti-
mates. Bob. 651-633-5565. 10-07

PIANO TUNING
Quality piano tuning and repair.
Reasonable rates. Call Robert
Clough @ 612-722-7586 or e-
mail: robtclough@aol.com. 9-08

Piano Tuning & Repair. Registered
Piano Technician. 651-489-3181.
Charles Fruhstuck@mac.com 12-

07

SERVICES
RAM Handyman Services LLC.
Reasonable rates. —No job too
small.— Visit me at
www.ramhandyman.com or call
Rich at 651-485-9680. 4-08

Tiling. Back-splashes, floors, tub
surrounds. Artisan quality.
Insured remodeler (MN
#20454530). 612-702-0761. 11-07

Professional Exterior and Interior
Painting, wall repair and plaster-
ing; ceiling texturing, wallpaper-
hanging, moderate prices; free esti-
mates, licensed, bonded, insured;
Merriam Park Painting, 651-224-
3660, 651-552-2090. 1-03

SNOW REMOVAL
Snow removal residential
$60/month. Satisfaction
Guaranteed! Call for free quote.
651-343-3944. 2-08

VACUUM CLEANER
Vacuum Cleaners: Sales, service
and supplies. Experts since 1952.
666 University @ Dale. 651-222-
6316. www.a-1vacuum.com. 11-07

VOCAL LESSONS
Vocal/drama coach in the Como
neighborhood. Voice lessons for
music theatre and interpretation
technique. Florence Schaffer. 651-
488-2212. 1-08

WANTED TO BUY
$ for Junkers. Paying top dollar,
free towing. 651-216-3523. Bob’s
Towing, since 1977. 12-07

Paying the most cash for your fur-
niture, dishes, glassware, knick-
nacks, costume jewelry, antiques,
pictures, lamps, household items
etc. I make housecalls. Call Mary
612-729-3110.  12-07
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Additions • Remodeling
Renovation • Windows & Siding

Concrete • Garages

GARY’S AUTOMOTIVE REPAIR

455 ATWATER ST. • ST. PAUL, MN 55117
651-776-9088 • 651-487-3659

MANAGER
GARY NIPPOLDT

ASST. MANAGER
GREG NIPPOLDT

• Tire Repair
• Tune-Ups
• Brakes
• Exhaust

• Oil Changes
• Air Conditioning
• Computer Diagnosis
• General Repair

Midway
Center
Continued from page 14

The conditions added by the
City Council include:

*What the City Council de-
scribes as the “majority” of the
exterior of both buildings must
be faced with brick, to match
other buildings in the area.
Montgomery noted that many of
the newer buildings along Uni-
versity Avenue have brick fa-
cades.

*A wall of at least three feet
in height needs to be placed
along Snelling, between Wal-

greens and the sidewalk.
*A wall of six to 12 feet in

height must be placed at the
south end of the building to
screen the loading area.

*More landscaping must be
added to the site.

*Owners of Midway Center
will be involved in station area
planning for Central Corridor
and will participate in efforts to
improve pedestrian access to the
shopping center.

*Windows on the Walgreens
building, which is closest to
Snelling, must be designed with
clear glass that allows people
outside to see into the store. Be-
low that can be translucent glass.
That allows shelves to be placed
against the walls inside the store
and not block the view in and
out.

The windows caused the
most discussion among City
Council members. Ward Five
Council Member Lee Helgen said
that using spandrel glass, which
allows light out but isn’t trans-
parent, hasn’t been an attractive
option at the CVS Pharmacy at
University and Snelling. “I’d ac-
tually rather see some nice brick
work,” he said.

Other council members said
they like what Midway SuperTar-
get has done with its windows
along Hamline Avenue, which
are lit and used for advertising
displays. Montgomery said she
likes the CVS Pharmacy windows
design at Grand and Oxford,
where there is clear glass at the
top of the windows and space for
advertising graphics below.

deRuyter
Nelson

A St. Paul communications, 
design, and publishing 

company serving clients for over 30 years.

1885 University Ave. W. Suite 110
St. Paul, MN 55104

ph 651.645.7045 

www.deruyternelson.com

Classifieds 
$1.00 per word



Without
Reservations
Continued from page 9

The Cheapskate

I can’t tell you how delighted I am
to have Eden Pizza open up in my
own backyard. Having practically
shared a phone number (different
only by 1 digit) for eight years,
first with their predecessor Ch-
eney’s Midway Pizza and now
with the delightfully fresh and
homey Eden Pizza, I feel a certain
sense of ownership, and I could-
n’t be happier. Mr. Cheapskate
and I have enjoyed several takeout

pizzas and look forward to many
more over the course of the cold
winter, when having a steamy hot
pizzeria within two blocks of
home is a great stroke of fortune.

Pay no attention to the
Snob and her issues—just follow
along with the Bachelor, the
Chow Hound, and the Cheap-

skate. And by all means let the
good people at Eden Pizza know
what you like and how you like
it, so they can do more of it.
They are full of goodwill and en-
ergy and youth, and you are
bound to catch some of that
with every disc of cheesy, saucy
goodness.
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ALL HANDYMAN SERVICES
Clean Ups & Haul Aways.

Attics, Basements, Garages,
Yards, Tear Offs and Roofing.

We also do Demolishing & Repairs
CALL: 651-274-0263 MATT’S PAINTING & DRYWALL

Exterior & Interior Painting
• Drywall Hanging • Mudding • Sanding

• Wallpaper Removal • Garage Floor Epoxies
Insured / References / 15+ years exp.
Call Matt 651-206-9247

Free Estimates

$Money
For Ju nkers

• Paying Top Dollar
• Free Towing

651-216-3523
Bob’s Towing – Since 1977

TOTAL HOME
IMPROVEMENTS
Your Complete Contractor • Lic. #20095403

✓ Additions/Basements ✓ Decks/Porches
✓ Bathrooms/Kitchens ✓ Renovations
✓ Doors/Windows ✓ Roofing/Siding

Pictures & refs available

651-777-3911

TSCHIDA BROS.
PLUMBING
• Remodeling &

Repairing
• Water Heaters
• Discount For Seniors

1036 FRONT AVE.,
LICENSED • BONDED

LIC. NO. 7212

651-488-2596

NormanDale
Electric Co.

Residential, Commercial
& Industrial

651-644-0655
Norman D. Bartlett Free Est.

MN Lic. #20320318

TWIN SET................ $119.00
FULL SET ................ $129.00
QUEEN SET ............ $149.00
KING SET................ $249.00

SO SHOP
HERE FIRST!

DELIVERY AVAILABLE!

908 Rice Street • 651-487-9595 • St. Paul

AFFORDABLE MATTRESS INC.
A good night’s sleep doesn’t have to cost alot!

KEITH’S
PLASTER REPAIR
“Repairing all types of Damage”

J Walls J Ceilings J Water Damage
J Basement Foundation Walls

SINCE 1971        651-636-7098

ORNAMENTAL
STEP RAILS

Plain & Fancy
New & RepairLicensed & Bonded

Complete
Year ’round Installation

Al Hansen 651 227-4320

CONCRETE WORK
• Basement Foundation Work

• Basement Painting
• Glass Block Windows

Small Jobs & Repair

Station 
planning
Continued from page 5

ing the Rock-Tenn paper recycling
plant in the redevelopment area.
Adding more buildings in the
Hampden and Ellis areas was dis-
cussed.

This group talked about the
amount of commerce in the sta-
tion area and how that could be
further strengthened with addi-
tional businesses to serve the sur-
rounding neighborhoods. There
were also discussions of extending
the Midtown Greenway bike way
as well as the University of Min-
nesota busway to link with rail.

Westgate: This roundtable
was the most open to discussing
heights, suggesting some new

buildings reaching four to seven
stories. Transitions in building
heights were suggested.

This group had a lot of discus-
sion about the need to have better
connections between Westgate and
surrounding residential neighbor-
hood, for pedestrians and bicycles.

The group also discussed the
types of retail and commercial uses
that would serve an area that is al-
ready becoming more residential,
such as grocery stores and restau-
rants.

The roundtable comments
will eventually be used to draft sta-
tion area plans. The plans will be
reviewed by the St. Paul planning
Commission and adopted by the
City Council. The plans will be
used to make zoning changes and
guide redevelopment around tran-
sit stations along the 11-mile light
rail line. A steering committee will
start reviewing the plans this

month, with the intent of holding
more community meetings. 

The station area plans will in-
clude zoning recommendations
for each area around each station.
The station areas are currently un-
der a year-long interim ordinance
which restricts development. That
ordinance is in place until station
area plans and permanent zoning
changes can be made. The intent is
to promote more dense, transit-
oriented development around the
station areas.

Plans for downtown stations
will take place in 2008. If Metro-
politan Council decides to add sta-
tions at Hamline, Victoria or West-
ern, that planning will also take
place next year.

Anyone interested in the
workshops or upcoming meetings
can find information on the city’s
Central Corridor page, at
http://www.stpaul.gov

“I can’t tell you how delighted 
I am to have Eden Pizza open up

in my own backyard.”

Classifieds online at: www.monitorsaintpaul.com



By KRISTA FINSTAD HANSON
Do you think of cemeteries as

grey, dark, depressing, or even
creepy places, or do they seem
calm, restive, beautiful, and his-
toric? If your connection with
cemeteries is the latter, you will
not want to miss the next Hamline
Midway History Corps Speaker Se-
ries.

Stew Thornley, author of
more than 30 books, is making his
2nd appearance at the Hamline
Midway History Corps’s Speaker
Series. He will be delivering a pres-
entation on his book Six Feet Un-
der: A Graveyard Guide to Minnesota
(Minnesota Historical Society
Press, 2004).

This event will be held Thurs-
day, November 15, 7 p.m. at the
Hamline Midway Branch Library,
1538 West Minnehaha Avenue in
the lower level Auditorium. A
book signing will follow with sev-
eral of Thornley’s titles for sale. 

Stew Thornley’s guidebook
Six Feet Under gives the location of
the final resting places and infor-
mation of the historical signifi-
cance of more than 375 notable
Minnesotans. As Thornley notes in
his introduction, “While some
may find a hobby of visiting
graves to be morose or even
macabre, I find nothing morbid in
seeking out history through ceme-
teries. There’s much to be learned
from our past, and one of the
liveliest ways to do it is through
our dead.” 

The book takes a witty and
light look at death, yet provides

the serious reader with important
historical details. The organization
of the book groups authors, artists,
and architects in one category,
with military or religious figures in
others. Thornley also provides
grave locations for each deceased
Minnesota territorial and state
governor. The book contains a
useful appendix organized by
county and cemetery, as well as a
detailed index for the help in lo-
cating individual names.

This multi-talented and pro-
lific author counts “graveyard
hunting” as one of his hobbies in
addition to his dedicated baseball
historical research. He is a contrib-
utor to the Find-a-Grave website
(www.findagrave.com) and he ac-
tively tries to visit the graves of 
U.S. Presidents and members of
the Baseball Hall of Fame.

He began working on this
book in 2003 with the Minnesota
Historical Society Press. “In this
case I heard from them and [the
project] just kinda fell into my
lap,” said Thornley, who had al-
ready written many books before
this project. He recounts that this
project “sounded like fun, and it
was. I learned so much about Min-
nesota history.”

One challenge with the proj-
ect was narrowing down the field
and determining whom was a
“notable Minnesotan.” Thornley
said that “many people were in-
volved in choosing who’s no-
table.”  He asked friends and col-
leagues for ideas. “You can rattle
off Hubert Humphrey and people
like that,” said Thornley, “but
who’s notable may not really be
who’s famous.” 

Thornley visited every one of
the graves featured in the book. A
memorable grave is that of C.
Elmer Anderson (28th state gover-
nor) who is buried in Brainerd.
His gravestone is a granite marker
crafted in the shape of Minnesota.
Thornley also recalls enjoying
“learning about some different
cultures—the Chippewa, the Ojib-

we, and the Dakota. It wasn’t al-
ways a single grave but really some
of the stories that would go along
with it that were interesting.”

While Hamline Midway’s
own Holcomb-Henry-Boom fu-
neral home has been in business
along Snelling Avenue since
1916, the neighborhood proper
does not have its own cemetery.
For the Hamline Midway con-
nection, Thornley will show
slides from nearby cemeteries in-
cluding the historic Oakland and
Calvary cemeteries. Famed archi-
tect, Emanuel Masqueray (who

designed the St. Paul Cathedral
and St. Mary’s Basilica in Min-
neapolis among many other
buildings) is buried in Calvary
Cemetery. 

The Hamline Midway History
Corps is interested in learning
about where former neighborhood
residents are buried in addition to
our ongoing efforts to gathering
stories and artifacts about this
neighborhood’s history. To share a
story or for more information
about the Hamline Midway Histo-
ry Corps, please visit the website at
www.HamlineMidwayHistory.org
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Thornley to speak at History Corps Speaker Series…

Local author writes guide to visiting gravesites

Stew Thornley is making his 2nd ap-
pearance at the Hamline Midway
History Corps’s Speaker Series. He
will be delivering a presentation on
his book Six Feet Under: A Grave-
yard Guide to Minnesota (Minnesota
Historical Society Press, 2004). This
event will be held Thursday, Novem-
ber 15, 7 p.m. at the Hamline Mid-
way Branch Library, 1538 West
Minnehaha Avenue.

On Saturday, October 27th, as part of the national Make A Difference
Day effort, Admission Possible students gathered 4,749 pounds of food
in communities around the Twin Cities. The more than two tons of
food will be distributed to food shelves in Southern Minnesota, benefit-
ing those affected by recent flooding. Admission Possible is a nonprofit
organization dedicated to helping promising and motivated low-income
young people prepare for and earn admission to college.

Make A Difference Day, October 27th 


