
By JAN WILLMS
A small sign identifies the

shop at 712 University Ave. as
Sibley Bike Depot. Open the
door, walk down a hallway, and
sounds of activity can be heard.
It is a warm Wednesday evening,
and a room is filled with people
of various ages working on bikes
in different stages of repair.

It is open shop day, and vol-
unteers are working with neigh-
borhood residents who may be
fixing up a bike or building one
for themselves.  There is a sense
of community in the shop that
has been open at this location
for the past year and a half.

“Moving here was like a re-
birth of our organization,” said
Jason Tanzman, volunteer and
youth coordinator. “We brought
some bright new people on
board.”

The Sibley Bike Depot had
been located in downtown St.
Paul for several years. It started as
a community hub of the Min-
nesota Bike and Pedestrian Al-
liance, a statewide advocacy
group serving St. Paul com-
muters. 

“People would ride to work,

and maybe leave their bike to be
worked on during the day,” he
said. “We were serving people in
the community. Bu the problem
with the whole advocacy thing is
that it was a lot of work, as well
as the work of running a bike
shop. We stopped doing the
statewide advocacy and re-
mained as just a community
hub, doing affordable repairs.”

Tanzman said the shop is
now open to anyone to use the
stands and tools for free.

“We’re a community bike re-
source shop, teaching people
how to maintain their bikes for
themselves,” he said. 

Sibley Bike Depot has a
number of different programs.
Tanzman said the shop sells used
bikes for between $80 and $200. 

“Our main source of funding
is low-level grants, and we get
contributions and earn some
money teaching classes for or-
ganizations,” he said.

He said the St. Paul Connec-
tion gets funding from the St.
Paul Public Schools to pay for a
number of bike maintenance
classes for youth. 

“What we do is try to make

bikes affordable,” Tanzman said.
He said people can volunteer to
work at the Bike Depot and re-
ceive $7 in credit towards bikes
and parts for every hour worked. 

“If they put in 120 hours,
they can get a $140 bike,” he
said. They record their volunteer
hours in a binder.

“Youths come in, and home-
less folks who can earn a bike

they can rely on,” Tanzman said.
“College students and all kinds
of people come in.”

He said Sibley Bike Depot
has a nine-member working
board of directors. 

“Each board member staffs
one shift per week at the shop,”
Tanzman said.

“We have board members di-
rectly involved, who teach classes
and do all the work,” he said.
“There’s not enough money to
hire a full-time staff.”

Tanzman was a board mem-
ber from 2006-2008 before mov-
ing into a staff role this year.

He became involved with
biking when his uncle gave him
an Italian bike for his 16th birth-
day. He lived in Chicago, and he
said the bike opened up new
worlds for him. 

“I could go farther and faster
without bugging my parents for
rides,” Tanzman said. “I didn’t get
a driver’s license until I was 22.”

He got involved in bike ac-
tivities as a social and political
statement, connecting with the
Sibley Bike Depot in 2000.

“I’m in the process of be-
coming a League of American Bi-
cyclists safety instructor,” Tanz-
man said. “We want to develop a
safe riding curriculum.”

Besides the earn-a-bike pro-
gram and open shop, Sibley Bike
Depot offers bike maintenance
education for youth, bike recy-
cling and bike donations.

The bike shop has several
community partners. An example
of one of those partners is the
Center for Victims of Torture
(CVT). 

“We help them get bikes to
clients,” Tanzman said. Aug. 10
was fix a bike day for CVT. 

“Volunteers fixed up bikes
for CVT to give to their clients,”
he said, “getting as many bikes
done as possible.”  
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Sibley Bike Depot
'peddles' bicycles,
fosters community

Sibley Bike Depot worker Kevin
Kalla checks a bike wheel as he
makes repairs to a bike at the Bike
Depot. (Photo by Liberty Willms)

“Moving here was like a rebirth
of our organization.”

- Jason Tanzman
Volunteer and youth coordinator

Sibley Bike Depot is a community bike resource shop, teaching people how to maintain their bikes for themselves.
(Photo by Liberty Willms)



Turf Club obtains 
café license
Chairs and tables are outside of
the Turf Club, 1601 University
Av. It’s the latest area establish-
ment to obtain a liquor outdoor
service area/sidewalk café li-
cense. The St. Paul City Council
voted unanimously July 15 to
grant the license and to waive a
45-day waiting period.

Hamline-Midway Coalition
recommended approval of the 
license and agreed to support
waiver of the 45-day waiting 
period. No one contacted 
city officials to object to the li-
cense.

The Turf Club is the benefi-
ciary of a city ordinance passed
earlier this year that allows bar-
restaurants to seek the licenses
under changes to regulations.
The previous regulations called
for a consent petition signed by
at least 90 percent of the residen-
tial property owners within a
300 foot radius of the business’s
proposed patio. Because of com-
plaints that some property own-
ers never responded to requests
to review and sign the petitions,
the City Council set new regula-
tions that allow fewer consent
petition signatures in exchange
for meeting other conditions.

Turf Club employees were
only about to get signatures
from two of nine residential
property owners, or 29 percent.
The employees went door to
door to obtain signatures and
sent registered letters to some
neighbors, but were unable to
contact them. No negative feed-
back was received and no one re-
quested that the license request
go to a legislative hearing.

City Council members
agreed that a good faith effort
had been made to obtain signa-
tures and approved the license
with nine conditions. The condi-
tions, which are standard for this
type of license, include require-
ments to keep at least 48 inches
of sidewalk space clear for

pedestrians, to stack tables and
chairs when they are not in use,
and to keep the tables, chairs
and area in a clean and sanitary
condition.

City to fight decision 
on billboards
St. Paul will fight a June court
decision against the city’s effort
to regulate billboards. The St.
Paul City Council voted unani-
mously July 22 to hire Briggs
and Morgan to be special coun-
sel representing the city in the
case of Clear Channel Outdoor
Inc. versus the City of St. Paul.

Briggs and Morgan was
hired at the request of City At-
torney John Choi. 

Compensation of the out-
side counsel will  not exceed
$260 per hour, in line with a
city policy on attorneys’ fees.

In June U.S. District Court
Judge Donovan Frank ruled that
the city didn’t give reasons for
approving a 2006 ordinance
that bans billboard extensions.
The council banned the exten-
sions outright;  the Planning
Commission had recommended
additional regulations for the
extensions.

Some of the extensions cit-
ed as most distracting to mo-
torists have been those on the
billboards along I-94 in the
Midway area.

In court documents Clear
Channel called the city’s actions
arbitrary and capricious and a
violation of state law and the
equal protection and due
process clauses in the United
States Constitution. Frank
agreed that the council’s deci-
sion to adopt the ordinance was
arbitrary and capricious and
that it is unenforceable.

Billboard extensions typi-
cally consist of lettering or ob-
jects attached to the top, side or
front of a billboard. Billboard
extensions were studied by 
city planners and the Planning
Commission in 2005-2006, 
and 2006 the city banned 
extensions that are letters, pic-

tures or objects.
After  the ordinance was

adopted, Clear Channel filed
suit against the city in August
2006. The billboard company
contended that St. Paul showed
no reason to ban the extension.
The ban is also seen as harmful
to Clear Channel’s ability to
lease bil lboard space.  Clear
Channel has almost 400 St. Paul
billboards, the most any bill-
board company has in the city.

No timelines for the appeal
have been announced. It will go
to the Eighth Circuit Court of
Appeals. The legal action is just
the latest salvo in more than a
decade’s squabbles over bill-
boards and billboard regulation
in St. Paul.

City approves 
maintenance projects
Como Park facilities, Merriam
Park Recreation Center and Fire
Station 22 will get some needed
improvements.  The St.  City
Council unanimously approved
2009 capital maintenance proj-
ects July 1, at a cost of $1.832
million. That funding will cover
36 projects throughout the city
at parks, recreation centers, li-
braries,  f ire stations,  public
works and police facilities. 

Several Como facilities will
be funded, with the largest proj-
ect ($175,000) for replacement
of the air handler of the marine
mammal facility. The large cat
facility will get a new furnace, at
a cost of $142,000. Skylights
will be replaced in the primate
building, at a cost of $120,000.
Seven other smaller zoo, main-
tenance and conservatory proj-
ects were also funded.

Merriam Park Recreation
Center will get new gym lights,
at a cost of $9,500. It is the only
area recreation center funded
this year.

Fire Station 22, at front and
Marion, will received $69,000
for new windows.

No area police facilities or
libraries are slated for major
capital maintenance this year. 

Every year city departments
submit capital maintenance re-
quests, which are then reviewed
and ranked by the CIB Commit-
tee. Committee recommenda-
tions then go to the mayor and
City Council for approval. The
capital maintenance program
has been in place since 1986.

St. Paul seeks money
for vacant houses
St. Paul is seeking $45.86 mil-
lion in federal economic recov-
ery act funds to demolish or re-
pair vacant houses. The St. Paul
City Council unanimously ap-
proved the funding request July
8. The funds would be awarded
through the Neighborhood Sta-
bilization Program.

If the city receives the mon-
ey it would be used for property
acquisition, rehabilitation, rede-
velopment, land-banking and
program administration. The
funds would be directed toward
the city’s Invest St. Paul neigh-
borhoods. Those areas include
part of North End, Frogtown
and Summit-University, in the
Aurora-St. Anthony neighbor-
hood.

Other Invest St. Paul neigh-
borhoods are Dayton’s Bluff,
Payne-Phalen and part of the
West End. The city was awarded
federal Neighborhood Stabiliza-
tion Program funds of $10.5
million in a previous funding
round. That money hasn’t been
received yet. 

The federal government
should announce a decision on
the second round application in
the fall. The application is due
at U.S. Housing and urban De-
velopment (HUD) July 17.

For this second application,
city officials estimate that they
will be able to sell about 120 of
the houses they purchase and
put $12 million back into the
city’s Invest St. Paul program.
That would bring the total avail-
able for projects to $58 million.
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By JANE MCCLURE
Is the tide turning for a re-

placement swimming pool at
Como Park? As decision time for
a pool approaches at City Hall,
pool replacement has won two
votes of support.

On July 15 the St.  Paul
Parks and Recreation Commis-
sion unanimously passed a reso-
lution of support for a new
pool. The Como (District 10)
Community Council  unani-
mously adopted its own resolu-
tion in support of a replacement
pool July 21.

Replacement of the pool has
been a topic of controversy for
several months. Some neighbor-
hood residents and the Como
Park Alliance, a group that
formed last year to organize
around park issues, have raised
questions about pool replace-
ment. Some have opposed re-
placed outright, saying it would
bring too much traffic to an al-
ready busy park area.

Now pool supporters are be-
ginning to make their voices
heard, calling for its replacement
and saying that their families
and others miss the pool. The
pool was demolished this spring
after it could no longer be re-
paired. Pool supporters say their
concerns have been drowned out
by a vocal minority.

The pool narrowly missed
out on funding in the 2010-2011
Long-Range Capital Improve-
ment Budget (CIB) process.
Mayor Chris Coleman, who
wants to see the pool replaced,
could put it back into his pro-
posed budget.  The 2010 city
budget was to be unveiled Aug.
11, after this issue of the Moni-
tor went to press.

The budget question has
loomed over the recent debates
and votes of support. “Until we
know where the project is in the
CIB process, it’s hard to repre-
sent what will  happen,’  said
Parks and Recreation Director
Mike Hahm.

“At this point we have a
plan and no money,” said Don
Gagne, pool project manager for
St. Paul Parks and Recreation.
The pool has recently obtained
about $2 million in state fund-
ing but that won’t even cover
half of its budget.

Pool supporters and oppo-
nents packed the two July meet-
ings, with more than two dozen
people at the District 10 meeting.
At the district council meeting
neighborhood residents heard a
review of the community task
force process that resulted in a
pool design including a series of
three pools, a lazy river and space
for lap swimming, diving and
shallow depth water activities.

“It’s not like the old 1965
Como Pool,” Gagne said. But
nor would the proposed pool be
the large water park some neigh-
bors have feared. 

The old pool could accom-
modate a maximum of 33
bathers; the new could accom-
modate 540. The recently reno-
vated Highland pool can hold
up to 824.

Gagne said the planning

process has also given Parks and
Recreation the opportunity to
look at making the park work
better, in the area around the
pool. The pool site is near Mc-
Murray fields, the outdoor class-
room and tennis courts, as well
as the Humane Society for Com-
panion Animals.  Streets and
parking areas would be re-
designed. Pool improvements
wouldn’t be made without im-
proving the streets and parking.

Part of the July 21 District
10 discussions centered on how
pool impacts could be mitigated
and whether the pool projects
and related projects could be
built  in stages.  But that also
prompted some debate as some
thought the pool and improve-
ments should be built all at once
and not in a piecemeal fashion.

District 10 Board member
Ken Kunkle brought forward the
resolution supporting a replace-
ment pool. He said the resolu-
tion doesn’t address pool size or
features, just replacement. 

“I personally like the design
and don’t have issues with it,
but this resolution doesn’t ad-
dress that,” he said.

Kunkle and other neighbor-
hood residents said there is mis-
information about the level of

community support for the
pool. He and other District 10
board members emphasized that
before July 21, the council had
taken no position. Kunkle noted
the community task force voted

7-2 for the pool.
“People are getting the

wrong impression of our posi-
tion,” he said. His family, which
used the old pool, has a six-year-
old child. “I don’t  think we

should have the city think the
community does not want a fa-
cility.” The Como Park Alliance’s
own online survey had 21 of 34
respondents say online that they
want a pool at Como Park.

Other board members
agreed. “I live in a neighbor-
hood full of kids,’ said District
10 Board Member Barbara Clark.
“Four of them are mine. There
are members of the community
who want a pool back in place –
I want a pool back in place.”

“Our neighborhood misses
the pool,” said Como resident
Vicky Stewart, who served as the
Ward Four representative on the
task force. The project needs sup-
port “or it won’t get replaced.”

While admitting that there is
“large support” for a pool at Co-
mo, park neighbor Chi Insook
said the resolution could do
more damage than good. He al-
so said it is irresponsible to dis-
cuss the pool without doing
more to address the traffic issues.

Neighborhood resident and
Como Park Alliance activist Su-
san Janda agreed. “It  seems
strange to me that we would
build a larger, more attractive
pool in a location where we
spend time going back and forth
about traffic,” she said.
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Tide may be turning for replacing
keenly missed Como Park Pool

Pool supporters are now beginning to make their voices heard, calling for its
replacement and saying that their families and others miss the pool. The
pool was demolished this spring after it could no longer be repaired. Pool
supporters say their concerns have been drowned out by a vocal minority.



By JANE MCCLURE
Residential permit parking

could help home owners west of
Como Park, who sometime must
haul groceries or tote children
long distances to and from their
homes. But would allowing resi-
dents to set up a parking district
and obtain permits cause prob-
lems elsewhere in the neighbor-
hood?

That’s a question St. Paul
Public Works, neighborhood resi-
dents and Como Community
Council must answer in the weeks
ahead. The council’s Neighbor-
hood Relations Committee is
working with city staff and neigh-
borhood residents on permit
parking issues and how those is-
sues relate to the parking demand
around Como Park. The commit-
tee will have an update for the
council August, with more study
likely in the months ahead.

How permit parking is scruti-
nized could be weighed in con-
junction with results of this year’s
use of the Como Shuttle, which is
meant to alleviate parking and
traffic demand created by the
park. 

St. Paul has had residential
permit parking districts for more

than two decades. There are more
than 40 districts around colleges
and universities, hospitals, the
downtown area, places where bus
commuters park and near busy
shopping districts including Vic-
toria Crossing and Highland Vil-
lage.

Permit parking starts at the
neighborhood level. Petitions to
set up a district are obtained from
public Works. Residential proper-
ty owners must submit petitions,
with at least 60 percent of the
property owners on a block sign-
ing on. The requests then go to
the neighborhood district council
for review and to the St. Paul City
Council for approval. A public
hearing is held at the City Council
and most district councils consid-
er the requests at neighborhood
meetings before making a recom-
mendation to the city.

Once a district is approved
signs go up and property owners
have the right to buy permits for
themselves and their guests. Vehi-
cles parked on a street without a
permit can get tickets for illegal
parking. 

Permits are not specific to an
address or street but to a permit
area. A permit for one area, such

as Victoria Crossing, cannot be
used to park near United Hospi-
tal.

The complication west of Co-
mo Park is that much of the area
is already covered by a separate
set of parking restrictions that go
into effect during the Minnesota
State Fair. There are also unique
parking restrictions that are used
during the Hmong Soccer Festival.

Some Midway Parkway area
residents have been seeking per-
mit parking for more than a year.
But there have been questions
among city staff and some City
Council members about the over-
all effectiveness of residential per-
mit parking throughout St. Paul.

One issue is that in other ar-
eas, as parking gets pushed off of
one street due to permits, the
parking demand moves elsewhere
– and more residents petition for
the districts to expand. The dis-
trict around the University of St.
Thomas grew so large; residents in
the Marshall Avenue area were us-
ing their permits to park south of
Summit Avenue. The city broke
that district into several smaller
districts a few years ago.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 11
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Como neighbors weigh
merits of permit parking

Residential permit parking could help home owners west of Como Park,
who sometime must haul groceries or tote children long distances to and
from their homes. (Photo by Andrew Fossbinder)



By JANE MCCLURE
Club Cancun may have had

the latest allegations against it
dismissed by the St. Paul City
Council but that doesn’t mean
the longtime Rice Street night-
club is off of the hook.

Before dismissing a noise
complaint July 15, City Council
members scolded club owner
Richard Defoe and said he must
do more to address neighbor-
hood issues.

Club Cancun is at 1638 Rice
St. The building there has
housed various bars and night-
clubs for more than 40 years.
Current owner Richard Defoe
bought the property in 1997,
sold it in 2007 and then got it
back in 2008 from the previous
owner.

One of the issues raised
when Defoe reopened Club Can-
cun was noise. He took a number
of measures to muffle music and
other noise, but has still drawn
complaints.

The issue went before an ad-

ministrative law judge in May.
The judge recommended that the
City Council dismiss the com-
plaint. But what dismayed may
North End activists and City
Council members was how the
judge used his report to single
out one neighbor for raising con-
cerns about the noise. They were
further upset by newspaper cov-
erage of the complaint.

The City Attorney’s Office
and Department of Safety and
Inspections (DSI) received the
hearing testimony at length, and
also recommend dismissal based
on the judge’s recommendation
that evidence presented by Club
Cancun outweighed the evidence
from the city.

Council members reluctant-
ly agreed with that recommenda-
tion. “The staff recommendation
doesn’t give us a lot of wiggle
room,” said Ward Five Council
Member Lee Helgen. He said that
at some point, the history of the
club and its problems, rather
than one incident, need to be

considered when setting penal-
ties.

Helgen urged club owner
Defoe to “come up with a new
business model” that is less dis-
ruptive to neighbors and that
will minimize impact on the sur-
rounding community.

“It’s very possible to run a
good bar and not be a nightmare
to the neighbors,” said Ward Two
Council Member Dave Thune.
He and Ward Three Council
Member Pat Harris said what is
happening at the nightclub
comes down to management is-
sues. Harris said what is happen-
ing at Club Cancun is “unaccept-
able.”

“We’ve been at this for too
long,” Harris added. “I think
we’re all just fed up with it.”

“Figure it out – honestly,”
said Council President Kathy
Lantry. She told Defoe he “ought
to be ashamed of himself.”

Defoe’s attorney, Dennis 

CONTINUED ON PAGE 9
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St. Paul Council discusses allegations against Club Cancun

Ward Five Council Member Lee Helgen said that at some point, the history
of Cancun Club and its problems, rather than one incident, need to be con-
sidered when setting penalties.

Bike Depot
Continued from page 1

One of those volunteers is
board president John Carlson, who
became involved with Sibley Bike
Depot when he started commuting
to work. 

“I bought my first winter bike
at the shop when it was located
downtown,” he said. “I liked the
work they were doing and the com-
munity concept of the bike shop.”

“One thing that always im-
pressed me is the difference in peo-
ple’s backgrounds,” Carlson said.
“Kids are working next to women.”

Another part of Sibley Bike De-
pot that Carlson likes is the recy-
cling of bike parts.

“We’re recycling good usable
parts,” he said.

Terry Hanson is a volunteer
who started working in the down-
town shop, first getting introduced
to the Bike Depot as he began vol-
unteering to earn a bike.

“I got my own bike and kept
volunteering,” he said. “I change
flat tires and do simple things, but
my skills have grown. There are on-
ly a few parts of a bike I’m not able
to work on yet.”

Hanson and his brother also
have purchased a rickshaw bike to
provide rides for people at various
festivals in the area. Hanson gives
people rides to and from their
parked cars at festivals at Harriet Is-
land and at the Minnesota State
Fair.

Hanson, who does not drive,
said a bicycle and bus are his main
modes of transportation.

“I like helping out people who
don’t know how to repair their
bikes, showing them things,” Han-
son said.

Reflecting once more on the
mission of the Sibley Bike Depot,
Tanzman said the shop has tried to
create a space where people can get
to know each other. 

“We’re building community
and trying to empower people in
the do-it-yourself ethic of maintain-
ing their bikes,” he said. “We’re try-
ing to do outreach and serve the
folks who live closest to us. They
can’t pay $400 for a bike and $200
a year for bike repair.”

By teaching people in the area
to maintain their own bikes, and by
donating 250 bikes last year, Sibley
Bike Depot is fulfilling its mission.
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Como Zoo’s oldest sea lion, and the second oldest sea lion in North Ameri-
ca, passed away last week at the age of 31.

Como Zoo bids farewell to
Sparky, its oldest sea lion 
Como Zoo’s oldest sea lion, and
the second oldest sea lion in
North America, passed away last
week at the age of 31. The aver-
age life expectancy of a sea lion
is 15-25 years. Millions of peo-
ple, young and old, have been
entertained by this California sea
lion as he stared in the “Sparky
Show” from 1981 up until his re-
tirement in 2001. In 2001 both
he and his trainer, Norm Byng
decided 20 years in show busi-
ness was enough and passed the
beach ball on to the current, and
sixth sea lion to take on the cov-
eted Sparky role, Sealia (CC) The
Sea Lion. While CC has assumed
the stage name Sparky, the 20
year veteran performer was actu-
ally named Sparky V. 

Even though Sparky V re-
tired in 2001, he was still trained
daily. Senior Zookeeper Allison
Jungheim said “he was eager to
please and incredibly patient
which allowed us many opportu-
nities we would not have had
with a typical male sea lion. He
would allow zookeepers to brush
his teeth, put eye drops in his
eyes, collect blood samples, per-

form physical therapy for his ag-
ing joints, x-rays, and even pull a
loose tooth.” In the 1990’s, a dif-
ficult and dangerous surgical
procedure was performed which
would normally require putting
the animal under using anesthe-
sia. Zookeepers trained Sparky V
to expose his belly, thus allowing
injections of a local anesthetic
and veterinarians performed the
surgery at Como Zoo all while
he was awake, thus minimizing
the health risk. “It was an incred-
ible accomplishment that illus-
trates the purpose in training
these animals” said Michelle Fur-
rer, Como Park Zoo & Conserva-
tory Manager. 

“Como Zoo is proud of the
great work we do with our ani-
mals, and this animal’s long life
is a result of the amazing care by
zoo keepers and veterinary staff,
as well as the Zoo industry em-
bracing and learning more about
geriatric animals in captivity”
said Furrer. “Great medical care,
carefully formulated diets, and
comfortable housing for all Co-
mo’s animals contribute to the
excellent health and lifespan of

our animals.”
While many associate the

“Sparky Show” with a seal, it has
actually been a sea lion that has
been the star of the educational
performance and attraction at
Como Zoo since 1956 when
Archie Brand brought his travel-
ing sea lion show permanently
to Como Zoo. Sea lions, such as
Sparky V and CC have external
ear flaps, are able to rotate their
hind flippers beneath them to
walk on all four flippers, and use
their front flippers to propel
themselves through the water. By
comparison, seals have no exter-
nal ear flap, move on land much
like an inchworm, and use their
back flippers to swim. 

As a performer, Sparky V
wore many hats; among them he
played a lifeguard, a trumpet
player, a baseball player, and a
lounge singer. Sparky V passed
away peacefully on Monday, Au-
gust 3, 2009, and will be deeply
missed by all  who knew and
cared for him, including his fin
footed friends Mystic, Max, CC,
Chino & Ginger.

A new 
Farmers’
Market 
location?
As I read the recent article in the
Monitor about SPROUT—
“‘SPROUT’ project germinates
perfect union of soil, water and
community partners”—I found
myself once again wondering
what would become of the va-
cant lot at University and Simp-
son Avenues. Now that the
building is gone and grass is try-
ing to grow there, I believe this
would be an ideal location for a
new farmers’ market/community
market.

As I write this, the lot is now
home to a new fence and some
bags of garbage (it would have
been nice if the fencing company
had removed the garbage before
putting up the fence). This space
has the potential to offer locally-
grown food to the Midway
neighborhood, and, potentially,
to future light rail travelers on
University Avenue. The grass
growing there inspired me to
imagine a garden and trees, a
community mural created by lo-
cal kids and teens on the wall of
the adjacent building, benches
for resting and visiting, and sea-
sonal farmers market stands
overflowing with beans, onions,
carrots, peas, and more. Why
should we have to drive to the
farmers market off of Lexington
Avenue? Or downtown? Why
should we have to drive at all,
when this lot has possibilities.

Jenni Bowring
Hamline-Midway

LETTERS



By JANE MCCLURE
Comments on the Central

Corridor final environment state-
ment or FEIS, due July 27, are un-
dergoing review as the light rail
project moves along toward an
August 19 deadline.

The comments become part
of the public record and were
gathered during a comment peri-
od that began in late June.

The Aug. 19 decision is key to
the light rail project moving
ahead. It is the final step in the
FEIS process and allows Metropol-
itan Council to seek a final design
agreement for the light rail project. 

Several area groups did re-
view the environmental studies,
which stack up about one foot
high in paper form. The docu-
ments are the result of 30 months’
detailed planning and studies,
said Mark Fuhrman, project direc-
tor for the proposed light rail proj-
ect.

Fuhrmann jokes that the doc-
uments are “light summer read-
ing.”

The comment period is just
one of many action steps needed
for the 11-mile light rail line to be-
come reality. The Federal Trans-
portation Administration (FTA)
published the FEIS June 26. The
FEIS gives detailed descriptions of
the light rail line’s route, explains
why it was chosen other alterna-
tives and gives a history of the
project itself.

Light rail in the Central Corri-
dor has been discussed for more
than two decades, with routes
studied including University Av-

enue, the Interstate 94 median,
railroad right-of-way and Pierce
Butler Route. In the 1980s I-94
was chosen as the route through
area neighborhoods. But those
plans had to be shelved after state
officials wouldn’t provide needed
funding.

The current study process
got underway in 2001, led
by Ramsey County Re-
gional Rail Authority.
When the draft EIS was
done and University
Avenue selected as
much of the local
project route, Central
Corridor was turned
over to Metropolitan
Council. 

The council has
led the studies since
then. The council voted
to adopt the route as the
locally preferred alternative
on Sept. 3, 2008, following
three public hearings.

The final EIS reviews the his-
tory of the previous studies and
provides information on project
changes made since 2006. One of
the biggest changes made area
groups and the St. Paul City
Council lobbied hard for is that of
adding infrastructure for three in-
fill stations at Hamline, Victoria
and Western. If there is contin-
gency funding available during
project construction, one of those
stations could be built in conjunc-
tion with the project. The Central
Corridor Management Committee
reviewed scenarios in July that
laid out costs and timelines for

when at least one of the stations
can be added. No decisions were
made.

The FEIS covers other aspects
of the projects including station

l o c a -

tions,
pedestrian safety, economic im-
pacts, impacts on cultural and his-
toric resources, pedestrian cross-
ings, impacts on the area transit
system and locations of various
transmission stations and signal
boxes needed for the rail line.

After the FEIS comment peri-
od closed, the FTA will review the
comments and issue what is
called a Record of Decision on the
Central Corridor. This is expected
Aug 19, according to Fuhrmann.
The FTA could decide whether the
project should move ahead or

whether more work is needed by
the project staff. 

Once design approval is ob-
tained from the FTA, Central Cor-
ridor project staff will then seek
what is called a full funding grant
agreement. This provides the fed-
eral funds, which will pay for 50
percent of the $914 million proj-

ect. The grant agreement will
be submitted to the FTA in

2010. That’s when construc-
tion on Central Corridor
will begin on University
Avenue. 

At this point project
staff has a tentative rak-
ing of “medium high”
in hand from the FTA.
The federal agency has
been reviewing aspects of

the FEIS throughout the
studies. 

Fuhrmann said that
ranking was pushed by com-

mitments of local and state
funding. What has also aided the
project in the eyes of the FTA is
the City of St. Paul’s detailed Cen-
tral Corridor Development Strate-
gy, which provides long-range
plans for redevelopment along the
rail route.

Concurrent with the FEIS
comment period, Metropolitan
Council is also seeking what is
called a Letter of No Prejudice.
That request was filed with the
FTA June 30. The letter is another
federal approval needed for the
light rail project to move ahead.
The FTA is expected to act on the
letter at the same time it releases
its decision on the FEIS.

While that is going on Metro-
politan Council and its Trans-
portation Committee will also re-
view the comments received and
determine if the FEIS is adequate
or if more work is needed. The
council’s Transportation Commit-
tee will take up the issue Aug. 10,
with the full council voting Aug.
12.

Yet another process going on
at the same time is that of utility
relocation in downtown St. Paul.
Central Corridor project staff
opened bids on utility relocation
July 22, with the idea of having
Metropolitan Council award the
utility work contract at a special
meeting Aug. 24. Most of the util-
ity work slated for this summer
and fall will take place in down-
town St. Paul. The work has to be
timed so that it doesn’t interfere
with District Energy’s extensive
heating and cooling system,
which covers most of downtown
St. Paul. Getting the downtown
work done this year is critical to
preserving the rest of the project
schedule, said Fuhrmann. If all of
the upcoming federal approvals
fall into place, construction of the
rail line would start in mid-2010
at its east end, with completion
and operations getting underway
in 2014.

Some initial downtown utili-
ty work was to get underway in
early July but was postponed so
that more information could be
given to bus riders. The Fourth
and Minnesota area was to be re-
stricted starting July 6 but that has
been postponed until late July.
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Comments on Central Corridor under
review as project chugs along path



By DEBORAH BROTZ 
On Saturday morning at 8

a.m. when most Como residents
are asleep in bed, a dozen fitness-
minded women are lined up in a
circle in Como Park near the “Tor-
pedo” standing in the yoga war-
rior pose. The women, who are of
all ages standing in the warrior
pose, look like if they had a shield
and sword they would be ready to
fight.

Sheila Burns, owner of Bliss
Yoga Studio and teacher for Yoga
in the Park, instructs her students
in the warrior pose using a calm
voice telling them where to put
their body parts and when to take
a breath. This challenging pose
strengthens the entire body while
improving mental capacity and
self control.

District 10 Community
Council and Bliss Yoga Studio, at
1563 Como Ave., are offering resi-
dents Yoga in the Park for five Sat-
urdays, beginning July 25 and
ending Aug. 22, from 8-8:45 a.m.
The class is held on the grass near
the “Torpedo” southwest of the
pavilion and south parking lot off
Lexington Avenue. Participants
should bring a towel or mat and
water, if needed. There will be no
class if it in raining, and dona-
tions will be accepted.

Women come to the class for
a variety of reasons, and Susan
Janda is no exception. Janda, 44,
who has two children, ages 2 and
5, and has been attending Yoga in
the Park, is excited about the
chance to do yoga again.

“I haven’t done it for awhile,”
she said. “Laziness, children,
everything gets in the way of going
to an exercise class. The draw was

doing it outside and walking to
class. It was the perfect time, per-
fect place, and perfect setting.”

Although yoga is different
from other District 10 services,
Janda is glad they are bringing it
to Como.

“I was just thrilled,” she said.
“I had hoped that when they open

the Como Pool, Parks and Recre-
ation will offer yoga there. I was
thrilled District 10 took the initia-
tive to offer this. It’s really a de-
lightful thing.”

The way Janda feels after a yo-
ga class is what makes the experi-
ence enjoyable for her.

“You have a feeling that you
inhabit your body better after
class,” she said. “I was going on
my own to a pretty high-powered
yoga studio on the other side of
town. I practiced a lot at home.
This class fits in my busy schedule
much better.”

As a classical violinist with
the Minnesota Opera Orchestra,
Janda hopes yoga will get her
moving.

“It’s good for me,” she said.

“It’s good for the neighborhood to
participate in something being of-
fered. It’s designed for people liv-
ing immediately in the area. I love
that it’s something I can walk to
instead of drive to. It fits my budg-
et.”

Janda hopes Yoga in the Park
will continue.

“I would be a supporter to
see this continue,” she said. “The
person who is doing it is donating
her time. If you’re a novice, it’s
easy to get started if you’re new to
it.”

Burns says the idea for yoga at
Como came from District 10.

“Rhonda DeBough, one of
the community organizers for Dis-
trict 10, called me and asked me if
I was interested in teaching Yoga

in the Park,” said Burns. “That’s
how it got started.”

The practice of yoga does
many things for people.

“It calms the mind, it helps
to open up the body, and if the
body is tight, it can help relieve
tension,” said Burns. “It increases
flexibility, can improve sleep, low-
er blood pressure, and increase a
sense of balance and strength. It’s
wonderful. It can help a person
feel calmer. That’s just a really nice
thing. It’s really good for relieving
mental and physical stress.”

Burns says you can notice the
benefits of yoga after the first yoga
practice.

“Usually, people notice
they’re calmer, have a greater sense
of well-being, are less stressed, are
more flexible, and are more aware
of being in their body,” she said.
“They become more present.”

At Yoga in the Park, Burns
teaches some very basic yoga pos-
es that improve flexibility,
strength, and balance. Participants
do standing poses, seated poses,
and lying down poses.

“It’s been very wonderful,”
said Burns. “The first morning, we
had 12 or more people there. Any-
body can come. It was very serene.
It was a really nice event.”

According to Burns, yoga has
grown in popularity in the last 10
years.

“It’s definitely gone up,” she
said. “More people are practicing
yoga than ever before.”

Doing Yoga in the Park was
an opportunity for Burns to teach
yoga with her community in a
beautiful setting.

“We all share the park,” she
said. “When Rhonda asked me, I
thought it would be a great way to
get together with neighbors and
practice this wonderful thing in
this beautiful summer we’re hav-
ing in a beautiful park.”

For participants who can’t
make it to Yoga in the Park, Bliss
Yoga Studio is offering free intro-
ductory yoga classes on Saturdays,
at 11 a.m., in August.

Burns hopes more people
will come to Yoga in the Park.

“I hope anybody who is even
a little bit curious will come and
give it a try and join us,” she said.
“Maybe, this will turn out to be
something we do every summer.
We’re here to serve the communi-
ty.”

For further information, call
651-230-6510 or visit BlissYogaS-
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Yoga comes to Como Park

On Saturday morning at 8 a.m. when most Como residents are asleep in bed, a dozen fitness-minded women are
lined up in a circle near the "Torpedo," taking steps toward the the yoga warrior pose. The women, who were of all
ages, soon looked as if they had a shield and sword and were ready to fight. (Photo by Andrew Fossbinder)

“I was thrilled District 10 took the initiative to 
offer this. It’s really a delightful thing.”

- Susan Janda



Taiko drums, martial arts, Ike-
bana, delicious food and other
aspects of Japanese culture will
take center stage at the annual
Como Park Japanese Lantern
Lighting Festival, a family-friend-
ly event, reminiscent of Japan’s
annual Obon holiday, on Sun-
day, August 16, 2009 on the
grounds of  the Marjorie Mc-
Neely Conservatory in Como
Park. 

Obon is an important Japan-
ese cultural and family holiday,
at which ancestral spirits are said
to revisit their families for three
days. Families pay their respects
at gravesites and put out offerings
of food and drink on a tray be-
fore household alters. They also
light lanterns or small fires out-
side the house to symbolically
guide the souls to the home. On
the last evening of Obon,
lanterns again guide the spirits
back to their resting places.

The theme of this year’s
Japanese Lantern Lighting Festi-
val is ‘The Spirit of Music.’ Japan
has a rich musical history that
features a variety of musical in-

struments and genres of music.
Guests will feel the beat of the
taiko drum pulsing through the
air as they explore the festival
grounds, an ancient instrument
dating back to at least the sixth or
seventh century. Those strolling
through the Japanese Garden will
experience the soft melodies of
the Shakuhachi, a bamboo flute,
while others will find themselves
surrounded by soothing songs
played on the koto, a wooden
stringed instrument considered
Japan’s national instrument. 

The Lantern Lighting Festi-
val encompasses Japanese tradi-
tion—through music, dance,
crafts, martial arts and lanterns.
The Marjorie McNeely Conserva-
tory grounds will open at 3 p.m.,
and live entertainment in the Co-
mo Ordway Memorial Japanese
Garden and on the main stage
will begin at 3:30 p.m. Entertain-
ment will include several taiko
drumming groups, koto (Japan-
ese sitar), shakuhachis (bamboo
flutes), traditional and contem-
porary dance and singing. Mar-
tial arts, Ikebana (Japanese

flower arranging), origami
demonstrations, and a host of
other cultural exhibits and
demonstrations will line several
paths through the grounds. Sa-
vory Japanese food and dozens
of culturally-related items will al-
so be for sale. 

The day will culminate at
dusk with the main event—the
lantern lighting. Stone lanterns
as well as hundreds of floating
paper lanterns throughout the
Japanese Garden pond and the
Frog Pond will create a vision of
peacefulness and harmony to
commemorate the dead. 

The Como Park Japanese
Lantern Lighting Festival, pro-
duced by Como Park Zoo and
Conservatory, Japan America So-
ciety of Minnesota, and Saint
Paul Nagasaki Sister City Com-
mittee will be held on Sunday,
August 16, from 3 p.m.-9 p.m.
Admission is $5 per adult (13+),
$3 per child (3-12) and free for
under 3 years of age.  Free shuttle
bus service will be available from
the St. Paul Public School facility
located at 1930 Como Avenue. 
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Taiko drums, martial arts, Ikebana, delicious food and other aspects of
Japanese culture will take center stage at the annual Como Park Japanese
Lantern Lighting Festival, a family-friendly event, reminiscent of Japan’s
annual Obon holiday, on Sunday, August 16, 2009 on the grounds of  the
Marjorie McNeely Conservatory in Como Park. 

Como Park’s Japanese Lantern Lighting Fest aglow Aug. 16

Club Cancun
Continued from page 5

Johnson, said his client agreed
with the judge’s report and rec-
ommendation that any adverse
action be dismissed. Johnson
said Defoe is willing to continue
to work with the city and district
council to address issues.

Johnson said his client was
able to bring forward several wit-
nesses to present his side of the
noise dispute. Club Cancun own-
ership and staff will continue to
work on noise issues and do
what they can.

District 6 (North End-South
Como) Planning Council and
Patty Carlson, the neighbor sin-

gled out by the judge, said they
are frustrated by the judge’s re-
port and recommendation, and
the way the judge belittled Carl-
son’s concerns. Carlson said the
underlying message in the
judge’s recommendation will
serve only to discourage others
who try to make their neighbor-
hoods better places to live.
Neighbors have felt bullied by
the club.

Club Cancun and its prede-
cessors have caused problems in
the North End for more than a
decade, Carlson said. The recom-
mendation to dismiss the com-
plaint “is a slap in the face to the
community,” she said.

The administrative hearing
on the complaint was incom-

plete, Carlson said. One concern
she raised is that even though
she provided names of others to
testify, people weren’t invited to
speak. Nor was evidence allowed
on previous complaints about

Club Cancun.
District 6 Community Or-

ganizer Kerri Antrim said the dis-
trict council requested back in
2002 that licenses not be reis-
sued for the club. Its crowds,

combined with those from a
neighboring Maplewood night-
club, cause a number of prob-
lems in the Rice-Larpenteur area.

“I don’t know of other com-
munities where streets have to be
blocked off (by police) when a
nightclub lets out,” Antrim said.

Antrim also expressed frus-
tration with the entire process
used to deal with residents’ com-
plaints. “Residents are told to
call, call, call,” Antrim said. Yet
the outcome of the hearing may
mean people call less.

She expressed skepticism
that things will change. “I have a
feeling than in less than 18
months, we’ll be back in this
same room, having this same dis-
cussion.”

“I have a feeling than in less than 18
months, we’ll be back in this same room,

having this same discussion.”
- Kerry Antrim, District 6



Events at the Hamline
Midway Library
The summer fun continues at the
Hamline Midway Library!  Join
us for Drop-in Craft Time every
Friday from 3-5 pm until August
28th.  Then come paint the li-
brary’s sidewalk with chalk on
Wednesday August 19th from 1-
2:30, and enjoy a glass of refresh-
ing lemonade (weather permit-
ting).  

The Mighty Midway Story-
tellers will present a special
“Things That Go!” Storytime on
Tuesday, August 25th at 6 p.m.
Bring your kids to experience the
joys of reading!

The Saints and Sinners Book
Club will meet on Saturday Sep-
tember 12th from 1-3 p.m., and
the Great Books Book Club will
meet on Tuesday September 8th,
from 7:15-8:45 p.m. to discuss
Love in the Time of Cholera by
Gabriel García Márquez.

Regular storytimes are of-
fered every week.  Storytimes are
a wonderful way for children to
experience the joys of reading.
Bedtime Storytime is every Tues-
day at 6 p.m.  Toddler and Pre-
school Storytime is every Friday
at 10:30 a.m.

The Hamline Midway Library
is located at 1558 W Minnehaha
Ave, Saint Paul, MN 55104 and
can be contacted at 651-642-
0293.  Library events are free and
open to the public.

Como Northtown 
holds book drive
Como Northtown Community
Credit Union is organizing a
book drive to collect new and
gently used books for Como Ele-
mentary students ages  5-13.
They are asking the community
to help out in this event to give
the children the resources to de-
velop literacy skills and the op-
portunity to experience all the
joy and imagination reading has
to offer.

Beginning July 1st, a box will
be placed in the lobby of Como
Northtown Community Credit
Union for you to drop off any
books you wish to donate.  If you
do not have books to donate,
you can ask our tellers how to
purchase a book by making a do-
nation.  The book drive will run
until August 31st and all pro-
ceeds will benefit Como Elemen-
tary to purchase books for their
classroom libraries.

We collected more than
3,000 books last year and are ask-
ing for your help to expand that
number this year.  If you wish to
make a donation or drop off a
book, Como Northtown is locat-
ed at 976 North Lexington
Parkway in Saint Paul on the cor-
ner of Lexington and Front.
Thank you and we appreciate
your support of the community. 

District 6 sponsors
school drive
Once again it is that time of year,
thinking about getting ready for
school. When you are out shop-
ping for supplies, please remem-
ber some of our families are hav-
ing difficulty making ends meet
and many teachers buy supplies
out of their own pocket. District 6
is sponsoring a school supply
drive so please drop off supplies
to our office located at 213 Front
Avenue or Mikes Complete Auto
Care at 1174 Rice Street. Supplies
will be sent to local schools and
families.

Project Blue 
community building
Many of you have received infor-
mation concerning Project blue.
If you are interested, at the next
Community Building District 6
will be discussing the background
of the projects as well as next
steps. Community Building
meets the third Wednesday of
each month at 1021 Marion
Street-Rice Street Recreation
beginning at 6:30 p.m. Hope to
see you on the 19th!

District 6 holds 
fall clean-up Sept. 12
Mark your calender for the Fall
Clean-up set for Saturday, Sep-
tember 12th. More information
will be sent out. 

Some of you know Marisa
Gustafson has left District 6 to teach
in Honduras. She will be missed by
all of us! If you need to contact
District 6 please use the following
numbers: 651-488-4485 and dis-
trict6@qwestoffice.net. 

Drivers’ classes 
offered in August
Plus 55 Driver Improvement
Classes will be offered Thursday,
August 20; Friday, August 21 and
Thursday, August 27 beginning at
12:30 p.m. each day at Jehovah
Lutheran Church, 1566 Thomas
Avenue. The classes on the 20 and
21 are 8-hour classes; the class on
the 27th is a 4-hour class. The class-
es are offered by the Minnesota
Highway and Safety Department.
For questions or to register call 1-
888-234-1294. Participants should
enter the church through the
Thomas Avenue door.

Interactive Storytime 
at Hamline library
The Mighty Midway Storytellers
will present a themed,
interactive storytime for toddlers
and preschoolers at 6 p.m. Tues-

day, August 25th at the Hamline
Midway Library near the intersec-
tion of Minnehaha and Snelling
streets.

Our theme this month is
Things That Go. Join us as we
race (small!!) cars and sing to
tune of The Wheels on the Bus. 

The storytellers present the
themed story time at 6 p.m. the last
Tuesday of each month..Themes to
be announced. 

Zion Church holds 
Open House August 29
A Sunday school open house will
be held on Saturday, August  29th
from 4  to 6 p.m. at Zion
Lutheran Church, 1697 Lafond
Avenue. Come and meet other
parents of Sunday school kids
and have preview of what the
Sunday school education look
like at Zion. There will be food,
story telling, Music, craft and
games. Come and have a fun.

Zion Lutheran holds 
Corn Feed August 20
Zion Lutheran Church, 1697
Lafond Ave. will hold a Corn Feed
on Thursday, August 20th 5 to 7
p.m. There will be buttered roast-
ing ears, beverages, and hot dogs
with pickles onions, relish, mus-
tard and Ketchup. Ticket prices
are $6 for ages 12 and up, $3 for
kids ages 7 to 11, free for ages and
under. Tickets can be purchased
at the event.

Knox Church 
sponsors benefit 
A benefit fundraiser will be held
for Knox member Ingrid Poer-
wantini and her seven year old
daughter Jolanda Simbolon on
August 23rd from 2-4 p.m. at Ar-
nellia’s, 1183 University Ave. Two
live bands will perform, Maxx
Band and Sli’je. 

Ingrid is from Indonesia
and is in the process of applying
for asylum in the United States.
Her immigration status is legal
but does not allow her to receive
public assistance for treating her
Ovarian Cancer. Jolanda has
Cerebral Palsy and cannot walk
or talk.

The fundraiser includes a
raffle for a week at a timeshare
resort, an oil painting of the St.
Paul skyline and a room
makeover. There is also a silent
auction and a separate raffle for
smaller prizes every fifteen min-
utes. Contact persons: Joanne
Mancha 651-675-9559 or Margie
Johns 651-489-4092.

August activities at Rice
St. Branch Library
The Rice Street Branch Library

has many fun and exciting pro-
grams planned. Please stop in and
join us!

Family story times will be of-
fered Tuesdays and Fridays from
10:30-11 a.m. Bedtime Stories will
be read on Tuesday and Thursday
evenings at 7 p.m. Join Rice Street’s
storytelling experts for stories, fin-
ger plays, rhymes, and songs. All
ages welcome.

Teen Time will be offered
Wednesdays from 3:30-5 p.m. Join
us for a rotating roster of
activities each Wednesday! Book
clubs, board games, video games,
& crafts are just a few of the activi-
ties teens can do. 

The Runescape Club will meet
on Thursdays from 3:30-5 p.m.
Each week it’s nothin’ but
Runescape. Bring your friends!

Free Family Friendly Movie
Matinees will be shown every Sat-
urday at 2:00. Please stop in or call
the library at 651-558-2223 to
learn which movie will be shown
each week.

The Saturday Sewing Circle
will meet 10-11:30 on Saturdays.
Bring your knitting, crocheting,
embroidery or mending projects.
Learn techniques and share tips
with others.

Free Job Search Assistance will
be offered Friday July 21 from
10:30-12:30. A consultant from
Goodwill-Easter Seals will provide
assistance with applications and re-
sumes. No appointment necessary.

Senior Summer Social Time
will feature the movies Casablanca
on Thursday August 13 and
Leatherheads on Thursday August
27. Scrabble and other board
games will be offered on Thursday
Aug 20. All activities begin at 1:00
pm. To register or for more infor-
mation, please call Sandy at 651-
293-8733. This group is offered in
partnership with the Community
Education Senior Program.

The North End Book Club
will be discussing The Bean Trees
by Barbara Kingsolver on Monday
August 24, from 12:45-2:30. For
more information or to register,
please call Sandy at 651-293-8733.
This group is also offered in part-
nership with the Community Edu-
cation Senior Program.

A class on Purchasing or Up-
grading a Computer will be offered
on Tuesday, Aug. 18 from 10:15-
12:15. For more information or to

register, please call Sandy at 651-
293-8733. This class is offered in
partnership with the Community
Education Senior Program.

Free Foreclosure Counseling
will be offered by the Saint
Paul Department of Planning and
Economic Development on
Wednesdays from 12:30-6:30. No
appointment is necessary.

The Rice Street Library is locat-
ed at 1011 Rice Street between
Lawson and Hatch. Hours are
Monday, Wednesday, Thursday,
12:30-9 p.m.; Tuesday 10 a.m.-9
p.m.; and Friday and Saturday, 10
a.m.-5:30 p.m.  The library will be
closed Sept. 5, 6 & 7 in observance
of Labor Day.

Help from an Ombudsman
discussed Sept. 8
“How an Ombudsman Can Help,”
will be the topic at a luncheon for
seniors on September 8 beginning
at 11:30 at 1415 Englewood
Avenue (lower level, Hamline
Methodist Church).  A representa-
tive from the Ombudsman
Program of the MN Board on
Aging will explain how the Office
advocates for adults needing or
receiving long term care.  Call the
office of Hamline Midway Elders
651-209-6542 to make reserva-
tions or request free transporta-
tion.  A free will donation is asked
for the meal.  If you are a senior,
caregiver or neighbor and would
like information about our services
or volunteer opportunities, visit
www.blocknurse.org

Como-Midway Le Leche
meets August 11
The next meeting of the Como-
Midway La Leche Group will be
on Tuesday, August 11 at 7 p.m.
All expectant and nursing moth-
ers are welcome to attend with
their babies and toddlers. Call
Heidi at 651-659-9527 for more
information.

The September meeting of
the Como-Midway La Leche
Group will be on Tuesday,
September 8 at 7 p.m. Call Heidi
at 651-659-9527 for more infor-
mation.
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By JANE MCCLURE
Longstanding disagreements

over parking at and around the
Church of St. Columba could land
before the St. Paul City Council in
the weeks ahead. On a 5-2 vote Ju-
ly 27 the city’s Board of Zoning
Appeals (BZA) approved two vari-
ances for the parish at 1327 La-
fond Av. The variances would al-
low expansion of off-street parking
off of Lafond.

A BZA motion to table the
matter and send it back to the
community for more discussion
failed on a 3-4 vote.  Some board
members said there should be
more time to discuss the plans, es-
pecially since the site plan was
changed. But others said the plans
should be approved.

Plans calls for expanding the
parking area between the church
and property to the east, which is
owned by the Franciscan Brothers
of Peace. The expanded lot will
serve both facilities. But it needs a
16-foot setback variance along La-
fond, as a well as a variance of the
city’s parking lot screening require-
ments. The city requires parking
lots next to houses to be visually
screened. Church officials want to
put up a four-foot black vinyl fence
and plantings, which also requires
a variance.

What has frustrated neighbors
as well as some St. Columba
parishioners is what they see as a
lack of communication over the
parking issues and a lack of atten-
tion to solutions other than build-
ing more off-street parking. If the
variances are appealed to the City
Council, the appellants will have
to argue that the BZA made errors
in its findings.

Father Hoang Nguyen of St.
Columba said more parking is
needed to accommodate parish-
ioners, especially senior citizens
who cannot walk long distances.
He said that people who come to
services late often cannot find
parking that is convenient to the
church.

Nguyen was critical of neigh-
bors who object to the parking lot
plans. “Those who complain about
parking (in the neighborhood) are
the same ones who oppose the

parking lot plans.”
Paul O’Donnell, one of the

Franciscan brothers, said the group
bought the land from the parish in
1989. The group had planned to
build a garage there but never did
so. The Franciscans would share
the parking lot and use it for their
food shelf and other programs. Fif-
teen people currently live at the
Queen of Peace Priory.

“There’s been a longstanding
tension over parking in the neigh-
borhood,” he said. O’Donnell and
others said that’s why more off-
street parking is needed.

Some neighbors and parish
members spoke for the expanded
parking lot, saying it is needed to
get vehicles off of neighborhood
streets. They said the church has a
growing Vietnamese membership
that needs to be accommodated.

Peter Mihn, who owns three
properties on Lafond, said his
driveways are sometimes blocked
on Sundays by church-goers and
that more parking is needed. 

Some church supporters ob-
jected to the district council’s
process of review of the variance.
Hamline-Midway Coalition’s exec-
utive committee recommended de-
nial of the variances, overruling a
recommendation from its land use
committee to recommend ap-
proval. There was disagreement
over communications about the
variance and its review.

“We’re well aware that park-
ing is a major issue,” said HMC Ex-
ecutive Director Michael Jon Ol-
son. What concerns the district
council and many neighbors is the
size and configuration of the pro-

posed lot, as well as the need to
design something that is more en-
vironmentally sensitive. 

HMC is concerned that build-
ing such a large parking lot would
change the look and feel of the
neighborhood, with a loss of
much green space and trees. The
fence and proposed screening are
another objection. Building a large
parking lot is in conflict with the
Hamline-Midway District 11 Plan

and the neighborhood’s trans-
portation plan.

The district council would like
the opportunity to discuss other
lot configurations and other ways
to address the parish’s parking
needs.

There are longstanding con-
flicts in the area over parish park-
ing, said HMC Board President
Cheryl Gferer.  “There is a parking
problem in the neighborhood but
we think there are other ways to
address it.”

Neighbors want the church to
find other ways to meet its parking
needs without simply paving more
green space, and to not use a pub-
lic alley as their private parking lot.
They also question why some
parishioners cannot park on neigh-
borhood streets and walk up to a
block to get to church. Another
concern is the amount of paved
area already on church property
and the lack of attention to water
runoff. Yet another issue raised is
that St. Columba only plows half

of the alley and sometimes push
snow onto private property.

Helen Zummer, a longtime St.
Columba member who lives on
Lafond near the church, said not
all of the parishioners know about
the lot plans. She also called for
more discussion with the commu-
nity before any new plan is ap-
proved. Zummer said the church
doesn’t consistently maintain its
own off-street parking and handi-
capped-accessible parking.

Blair Avenue neighbors said
they have trouble getting through
the alley and even accessing their
garages due to spillover parking.
“The church has dealt with us in
an indifferent fashion,” said Blair
Avenue resident Alexander Dixon.
Parishioners use the alley for park-
ing but block parking on Lafond in
front of the church on Sundays.

“Putting up ‘Thou shalt not
park here’ signs in front of the
church does nothing for the park-
ing problem in the alley,” Dixon
said.

St. Columba embroiled in parking fight

Parking
Continued from page 4

Parking around Como Park
could bring its own issues. Eliza-
beth Stifler of Public Works said
city officials from Public Works
and Parks and Recreation would
like to continue to study parking
issues around the park as a whole
before the district request goes for-
ward. It’s possible there could be
studies over the winter. But that
would mean not implementing a
solution until 2010 at the earliest.

“We’re trying to look at this as
a whole neighborhood issue,
rather than as a small area,” Stifler
said.

Stifler said not everyone likes
permit parking. “Permit parking is
not a perfect system,” she said.
“Some people hate it.”

“But some people like it,” said
Dennis O’Rourke, who lives on
Midway Parkway. He is among the
neighbors wanting permits.

When Como residents sought
permit parking last year city staff
asked them to wait to see how im-
plementation of the Como Shuttle
would work before taking the per-
mit request forward. The shuttle to

and from the park began operating
this year. Public Works has been
studying parking demand since
the shuttle began operations.

Despite shuttle operations,
some neighbors say they’ve seen
more demand for parking. “This
has been the worst,” said
O’Rourke. “It’s been like the state
fair, every other weekend.”

O’Rourke said neighborhood
residents are following the city’s
own process to obtain residential
permit parking. He questioned
whether the arguments over
spillover parking are a “red her-
ring.”

But other neighbors said a
study is needed. “We have our own
parking issues,” said Panod
Klangtruantoke. His family lives
on Arona and he would be con-
cerned if permit parking were im-
plemented without a discussion
about the whole Como area. Resi-
dents of other streets, including Al-
mond and Churchill, voiced simi-
lar concerns.

But Chi Insook, another Mid-
way Parkway resident who wants
residential permit parking, said
that as more attractions are added
to Como Park, the parking prob-
lems will get worse.

“There’s been a long-standing
tension over parking in the

neighborhood.”
- Franciscan brother Paul O’Donnell



By JANE MCCLURE
How public art is incorporat-

ed into city-funded and city-op-
erated projects is going to change
in St. Paul. Supporters say the
policy change will make art more
attractive and functional, not an
add-on to projects. But oppo-
nents wonder why, in tight budg-
et times, this type of expense is
necessary.

On a 4-2 July 22 the St. Paul
City Council adopted a public art
ordinance that requires 1 percent
of each project’s budget to be de-
voted to public art. The policy
laid out in the ordinance will af-
fect all city-funded facilities and
capital improvement projects, as
well as community planning
processes.

The public art policy ordi-
nance won’t include projects that
receive city subsidy from the
Housing and Redevelopment Au-
thority (HRA) or Neighborhood
Sales Tax revitalization (STAR)
projects. But when a consulting
team is hired for a major plan-
ning study, such as Central Corri-
dor land use planning or Ford
plant site reuse, a public artist
will have to be part of the staff
team. According to Planning Ad-
ministrator Donna Drummond,
the first study that will receive
public artist involvement is the
station area planning for Central
Corridor’s proposed Hamline,
Victoria and Western stations.

Those planning studies start this
fall.

The ordinance will also re-
quire that public art be incorpo-
rated into small area plans and
district plans, as well as master
plans for parks and redevelop-
ment plans for sites more than
10 acres in size. The CIB Com-
mittee and district councils will
be involved in review and selec-
tion of public art.

The art covered by the ordi-
nance will include “permanent
visual art, performances, installa-
tions, events and other tempo-
rary works.” The ordinance also
lays out an artist in residence
program and sets up a city artist
registry.

The most significant impacts
of the ordinance could first be
seen with the 2010-2011 Long-
Range Capital Improvement
Budget (CIB) process. More than
150 projects went through a
community review and commit-
tee ranking process earlier this
year. Mayor Chris Coleman is ex-
pected to announce his CIB proj-
ect selections August 11, when
the 2010 city budget is unveiled.
Budgets for each project, from
sidewalks to recreation centers,
will now have to include public
art components. The ordinance
lists any capital project paid for
wholly or in part by the city as
falling under the policy, includ-
ing construction or remodeling

of any building, structure, park,
utility, street, sidewalk or parking
facility, located in St. Paul and
operated by the city.

Council members Melvin
Carter III, Lee Helgen, Russ Stark
and Dave Thune voted for the or-
dinance; Pat Harris and Kathy
Lantry voted against. Lantry and
Harris cited tight budget times as
well as problems with how the
new public art policy will be ap-
plied.

“I’ve really struggled with
this,” said Lantry. “Who can be
against public art?” But she ques-
tions applying the ordinance to
all capital projects, such as street
paving, where property owners
are assessed part of the costs. 

“I’ve had calls from people
who cannot afford the assess-
ments already,” said Lantry. Hav-
ing a “manhole cover with a cool
design” isn’t going to alleviate
those concerns.

Harris criticized the method-
ology of the ordinance, saying it
will cause confusion when the
city issues contracts for capital
projects. “This will create a level
of bureaucracy that is very diffi-
cult to manage,” he said.

Another objection Harris has
to the ordinance is that it will
take city general funds to support
public art. He’d rather see Cultur-
al Sales Tax Revitalization (STAR)
dollars directed to pay for public
art. Those dollars were intended

for capital arts projects when the
state statute for the half-cent
sales tax was adopted in 1991. In-
stead, state law has been changed
to funnel the money into arts
group operating funds.

Supporters said the public
art policy will ensure that art is
incorporated as part of capital
improvement projects, not added
as an afterthought after a project
is completed. “This moves us in-
to the direction of moving public
art into place-making,” said
Carter. By adding public art
when a facility or infrastructure is
designed, it can be less expensive
than adding art later.

“These are tough times but I
don’t think that’s a reason
against this ordinance,” Stark
said. He and other supporters cit-
ed the funding spent to build the
City Hall-Courthouse during the
Great Depression. The building is
on the National Register of His-
toric places and is hailed for its
design and use of materials.

“Cities should aspire to be
inspirational,” said Thune. He
said the public art policy has
been discussed for several years
and that it needs to implement-
ed.

One-half percent of the pub-
lic art budget for each project
will be set aside for maintenance.
That was criticized by Lantry,
who noted that no other city cap-
ital projects have maintenance

built in. “What a great idea – ex-
cept that we don’t do it for any-
thing else.” Money will be set
aside to keep up public art, she
said, but not for a library roof
that is leaking.

More than a dozen people
turned out for a July 15 public
hearing on the ordinance, Down-
town art gallery owner Bill
Hosko opposed the ordinance,
saying it needs more work.
Hosko is critical of the way some
current public art pieces have
been selected, saying there is a
lack of community input. He
cites several examples of what he
considers to be less-than-desir-
able public art, including the
“Skygate” sculpture on Ecolab
Plaza downtown, the onion-like
sculpture in Lowertown. He was
especially critical of some of the
sculptures at Western Park in
Summit-University neighbor-
hood, saying “It’s actually very
depressing when you go up
there.” 

The ordinance should be
tabled for now, said Hosko. Its
backers should make available
pictures of the city’s current in-
ventory of public art. “Let us
then open the ballot box and de-
cide which should stay and
which should go.”

But more than half a dozen
artists and representatives of the
group Public Art St. Paul turned
out to support the ordinance.
Public Art St. Paul has been
working with city officials on the
new ordnance since 2004. Group
president Christine Podas Lar-
son, said that “virtually every city
has a mandated set-aside policy
for public art.” St. Paul has had
an ordinance and policy in place
for about 20 years but it was vol-
untary.

Podas Larson said the new
policy has had extensive input
from a number of groups over
the past few years and includes
input from a survey that indi-
cates strong support for public
art in St. Paul.

Seitu Jones, a Frogtown resi-
dent and artist, is an artist in resi-
dence for the city of Minneapo-
lis. He is also designing public
art for Central Corridor light rail
stations. Jones said his work for
Minneapolis has included side-
walk patterns, bridge railings and
project details that can add to in-
frastructure without adding a lot
to costs.
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Central Baptist Church
420 Roy Street N., St. Paul

651-646-2751
www.centralbaptistchurch.com
Dr. Ronald Saari, Senior Pastor

SUNDAYS AT CENTRAL
9:15 a.m. Sunday School

10:30 a.m. Worship Service 

WEDNESDAY NIGHT ACTIVITIES
7:00 p.m. Adult Bible Study

5:30 - 8:00 p.m. Activities for Junior High/Senior High

See website for details

Classes meet evenings or Saturdays for 10 weeks
and are taught by native Spanish Speakers

Council adopts public art ordinance

The Midway Como Monitor is 
typically published the second

Thursday-Friday of each month . 
If you’re not receiving a timely
delivery call 651-645-7045



By JAN WILLMS
Once again the residents of

Hamline Midway have rallied to
try and save their library at 1558
W. Minnehaha. Although Mayor
Chris Coleman has committed to
keeping the Hamline-Midway Li-
brary open through the end of
2009, potential budget cuts sig-
nal the possibility of closure. The
total budget for the branch li-
brary is $350,000 per year.

In light of this, a 13-member
Hamline Midway Library Task
Force has been working to assess
what current library services are
critical and what services are
lacking in the neighborhood. To
that end, a public meeting was
held Aug. 6 to gain further input
from the community on what
people are seeking from their li-
brary.

The meeting was crafted as a
community brainstorming ses-
sion, designed to come up with
grassroots ideas. Because of this,
Mayor Chris Coleman, Ward 4
Council Member Russ Stark and
new St. Paul Public Library direc-
tor Kit Hadley were asked not to
attend. 

Facilitator Roger Meyer
presided over several tables of
residents gathered at the Ham-
line University Law and Graduate
Schools Building and conducted
a brainstorming session of ideas
about what the community is
lacking, separate and distinct
from the library’s fate. 

A bookstore, nutritional cen-
ter, children’s theater, dog park,
wine bar, movie theater, organic

restaurant, bakery, computer lab,
food co-op, antique store and
playground for adults and chil-
dren were just some of the possi-
bilities suggested by the meeting
attendees. 

From there, they were asked
to come up with suggestions on
how saving Hamline Library
might tie into bringing one of
these community dreams to
fruition. 

One participant said that it's
important to maintain the in-

tegrity of the library. 
Another said he would

rather have the library open three
days a week than not at all. 

“If they are really going to
gut the library building, then we
need to look at another build-
ing,” said another audience
member, referring to possibili-
ties. He suggested a combination
library/coffee house/church, per-
haps housed at Hamline United
Methodist Church.

Some of the themes that

people seemed to be considering
for the community were environ-
mental, small business develop-
ment, health and wellness, eco-
logical or entertainment centers. 

Community members also
considered what could be used
to raise revenue to keep the li-
brary going, such as office
rentals, a daycare facility or
restaurant or bakery.  Although
donations were also considered
as a source of revenue, the library
administration does not support

donation bins, citing them as a
target for theft. Residents of St.
Paul already support the library
with property taxes, and can pro-
vide additional support through
joining or donating to Friends of
the Saint Paul Public Library.

Someone half jokingly sug-
gested contacting Garrison Keil-
lor for support, noting that sci-
ence fiction author Ray Bradbury
has been doing a lot of work for
his local library system.

In another exercise, the resi-
dents chose what services they
considered the most essential in
the branch library.  Having a col-
lection of actual books on the
shelf available for browsing rated
the highest priority. Access to the
Internet and children’s program-
ming were also deemed essential.

The Task Force is committed
on coming up with a proposal in
time for the city’s September
budget meeting, and Meyer said
members would welcome ideas
from community members on
partners or sponsors that could
work with the Hamline Midway
Library. 

He said the Task Force has
been looking at the demograph-
ics of the community now and in
the future as they contemplate
possibilities for the library. 

“We want to start moving to
concrete ideas by Sept. 10,” Mey-
er said. The Task Force is plan-
ning to come up with three vi-
able options for the city to con-
sider.  “The more options, the
more likely we can keep the li-
brary going,” Meyer added.
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Residents brainstorm to save Hamline
Midway Library, boost neighborhood

Although Mayor Chris Coleman has committed to keeping the Hamline-Midway Library open through the end of 2009,
potential budget cuts signal the possibility of closure. The total budget for the branch library is $350,000 per year.



In a minute
Continued from page 2

About $16 million of the sec-
ond-round funding would be used
to buy about 400 homes. Most of
the second-round funding, or $30
million, would be used to rehabili-
tate 300 of those houses. There

would be another $1.5 million set
aside to demolish the remaining
100 homes, $4.5 million to pro-
vide incentives to home buyers
and $5 million for administrative
costs. The smallest amount,
$600,000, would be used for land
banking. In some cases city offi-
cials and neighborhood groups an-
ticipate buying properties, demol-

ishing them and holding the land
for future redevelopment when the
economy improves.

The city has about 1,900 regis-
tered vacant buildings. Most are
single-family homes swept up in
the mortgage foreclosure crisis.
City officials estimate that there are
as many as 2,000 additional
homes in foreclosure. 

Merriam Park bakery
OKed for new space
A proposed Merriam Park bak-
ery can move into its new space,
with St. Paul City Council ap-
proval of a needed rezoning re-
quest July 1. Following a public
hearing the council unanimous-
ly approved a request  from
Theodore and Elaine Kvasnik to
rezone 2032-2042 Marshall Av.
from business to traditional
neighborhoods or TN use.

The rezoning allows the va-
cant storefront at 2036 Marshall
Av.  to be occupied by Thuro
Bread and its parent company,
Bonus Vivus. Thuro Bread is a
nutri t ious,  low-sugar snack
made of amaranth, spelt and
oats. The company also makes
and sells gluten-free snacks. The
company has producing the
bars for more than a decade.

Bonus Vivus needs a bakery,
off-site sales and small retail
space, which is why the zoning
change is required.  Most of the
facility space at 2036 Marshall
is for baking. Because the new
business is one of “limited pro-

duction and processing” under
city regulations, it would first
be allowed in a TN zoning dis-
trict.

The storefront at 2036 Mar-
shall  most  recently housed
Northern Exposure Imaging, a
photo processing and digital
imaging business. It is just one
storefront in the property; the
four other storefronts in the
building would also be rezoned.
The change in zoning wouldn’t
affect existing businesses Izzy’s
Ice Cream, A Fine Grind coffee
house and Piisch Salon. Legacy
Chocolates recently moved out
of the fourth storefront.

Renovations at 2036 Mar-
shall began earlier this summer.
No opening date for the new
bakery has been announced.

The St. Paul Planning Com-
mission unanimously recom-
mended support of the rezon-
ing in May. Union Park District
Council took no position on
the request. No one appeared at
Planning Commission or City
Council  public  hearings to
speak against the rezoning re-
quest.

- Compiled by Jane McClure
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Call Ed 651-224-3660 or Norm, 651-208-7294

Sullivan Roofing
& Siding

* Expert Roofing/Siding
* Outstanding Quality
* Lowest Price
* 25 Years Exp.

Free Estimates
Licensed & Insured

651-436-8975
Lic. # 20515019

HAR MAR LOCK & KEY
“We Solve Life’s Little Problems”

24 Hours A Day

651-636-8171
1551 W. LARPENTEUR AVE. ROSEVILLE, MN 55113

TSCHIDA BROS.
PLUMBING
• Remodeling &

Repairing
• Water Heaters
• Discount For Seniors

1036 FRONT AVE.,
LICENSED • BONDED

LIC. NO. 7212

651-488-2596
BEAKS 651-224-9299

• Retaining Walls
• Pavers • Sodding

• Ponds & Water Features
• Irrigation Systems

• Decorative Rock & Wood Mulches
• Natural Stone & Plastic Edging

Quality Service Since 1983
FREE ESTIMATES

LANDSCAPING
“No pressure - we listen”

CONCRETE
SIDEWALKS,
STEPS AND 

STUCCO REPAIR

GLASS BLOCK
WINDOW

good for basements
any size

CHIMNEY &
FIREPLACE

WORK
Call Mark Larson
651-642-5090

Floyd Anderson
Concrete Construction

Steps, sidewalks, driveways, patios,
exposed aggregate patios, blockwork,
patching basement & garage floors.

Call 651 644-8567
LICENSED • BONDED • INSURED

SERVICES • SERVICES • SERVICES • SERVICES • SERVICES • SERVICES • SERVICES 
Classifieds 

$1 per word

The Saint Paul Public Library
Homework Centers need volun-
teers to tutor students of all ages
with homework during after-
school hours. Homework Cen-
ters provide free one-on-one tu-
toring to students seeking extra
help with homework and study
skills. This opportunity directly
impacts the lives of students in
our communities. Previous expe-
rience is helpful; training is pro-
vided.  

Volunteers can mentor at
one of six library branches: Ron-
do Community Outreach Library,
Rice Street, Sun Ray, Dayton’s
Bluff, Riverview, or Arlington.
Time commitment two hours
weekly, minimum four months.
Homework Center hours Mon-
day-Thursday 3 to 7 p.m. and at
Rondo and Sun Ray Sunday 1 to
4 p.m. For more information
contact Kara at 651-266-7433 or
kara.fahey@ci.stpaul.mn.us.

Homework Centers seek volunteers tutors



Monitor Want Ads are now $1 per
word with a $10 minimum. Send
your remittance along with your
ad to Monitor Classifieds, Iris Park
Place, 1885 University Avenue, Ste.
#110, St. Paul, MN 55104.
Classifieds must be prepaid via
cash, check, or credit card.
Classified ads can be e-mailed to
denisw@aplacetoremember.com.
Want ads must be in the Monitor
before August 28 for the
September 10 issue. Call 651-645-
7045 for more information. Your
classified ad will also be automati-
cally placed on the Monitor’s web-
site at www.MonitorSaintPaul.com

BATHROOMS
Bathroom/kitchens!! Basement fin-
ishing. Bad water pressure? Sinks,
toilets and tub/surrounds, etc.
Ceramic tile. Basement bathrooms
installed. Call 612-275-9815. 9-09

Need a handyman?? Any job, big or
small plumbing? Remodeling?
Decks? Etc. Call “Dynamo” Dave
612-701-2272. Competitive prices!
8-09

CARPET CLEANING
Two average size rooms $49.95.
Owner/operator – Dave. 612-721-
5105, 612-636-3073. 9-09

COMMERCIAL SPACE
Professional Space for rent: Mac-
Groveland/Snelling; 2 offices
available; shared reception area;
storage; in-space bathrooms; util-
ities (AC/heat); security system;
convenient to both downtowns;
visible, high-traffic location;
newly remodeled, clean, quiet;
ADA compliant; excellent for
body-worker, therapist, consult-
ant, or other professional. 651-
699-7096. 8-09

ESTATE SALE
Estate Sale, 365 No. Finn St., St.
Paul, Aug. 13 & 14, Thursday &
Friday, 9 a.m.-4 p.m.; also Aug. 21
and 22, Friday and Saturday, 9 a.m.-
3 p.m. 8-09

FOR SALE
For Sale: Vintage 1900-1949 lights,
house hardware, doors, tubs, radia-
tors, etc. Also furniture hardware.
651-644-9270. 20% off with ad. 12-
09

HANDYMAN
Need a handyman?? One call does it
all. Any job, big or small. Plumbing?
Remodeling? Don’t tell my wife, but
keeping your house in tip-top con-
dition is more important than my
own! Call “Dynamo” Dave 612-701-
2272. 8-09

HAULING
Just Call, We Haul - We haul away
almost anythingfrom old furniture
and appliances to yard waste and
construction debris. We’ll do all
the loading and cleanup for you.
For free estimate on cleaning your
garage, attic, basement, and yard.
Just Call 612-724-9733. 8-09

Cleanups—all types and haul-
aways. No restrictions or limits. 15
years experience.  All Handyman
Services, Richard—651-274-0263,
651-373-6652. B-08

LANDSCAPES
No pressure—I listen to your yard
problems. 26 years experience.
Brian—651-224-9299. B-09

LEGAL
Quality affordable legal represen-
tation. Payment plans available.
651-270-1806. 10-09

MONUMENTS
Monument/Marker sales—Care
for any cemetery needs—restora-
tion projects. Repair leaning
monuments. Best prices any-
where. Cemetery lettering. 15
years experience. W/ad 10% OFF
services/products. Ken, K&D
Maintenance. Personal care in
every project. 651-269-2191. 12-09

CONTINUED ON PAGE 16
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ALL HANDYMAN SERVICES
Clean Ups & Haul Aways.

Attics, Basements, Garages,
Yards, Tear Offs and Roofing.

We also do Demolishing & Repairs
CALL: 651-274-0263

Angel Shoe Repair & Tailoring
at 1138 Rice Street for 19 years
Specializing in leather repair

“Priced right for you.”

651-488-0024

TOTAL HOME
IMPROVEMENTS
Your Complete Contractor • Lic. #20095403

✓ Additions/Basements ✓ Decks/Porches
✓ Bathrooms/Kitchens ✓ Renovations
✓ Doors/Windows ✓ Roofing/Siding

Pictures & refs available

651-777-3911

GARY’S AUTOMOTIVE REPAIR

455 ATWATER ST. • ST. PAUL, MN 55117
651-776-9088 • 651-487-3659

MANAGER
GARY NIPPOLDT

ASST. MANAGER
GREG NIPPOLDT

• Tire Repair
• Tune-Ups
• Brakes
• Exhaust

• Oil Changes
• Air Conditioning
• Computer Diagnosis
• General Repair

Expert Climbers • Professional Service
Tree Trimming & Removal • Stump Removal
The latest in yard friendly equipment
Aerial lift trucks • Large tree specialists

Licensed &
Insured
LOCALLY OWNED &
OPERATED

RESIDENTIAL
COMMERCIAL

FREE  
ESTIMATES

651-459-7552
1-800-669-TREE (8733)
All Major Credit Cards Accepted

• Additions       • Roofing/Siding
• Kitchens        • Windows/Doors
• Bathrooms     • Decks/Porches   
• Basement Finish      

612.729.6653–Minneapolis www.rpvogel.com
651.489.1110–St. Paul info@rpvogel.com

SUMMER SPECIAL
10% OFF WITH THIS AD

(EXPIRES 9/30/09)

HARDWOOD FLOORS – 
Beautifully Refinished
1/2 the Cost & 
1 Day Service

to Clean and Re-coat Your Existing Floors

WOOD FLOORS BY MCCORMICK
Free Estimates • 31 Years of Experience • Call Leo at 488-1961

Thanks Tom,
for your high quality craftmanship
and attention to detail. What a
difference — We love it!

– D.L. - Falcon Heights, MN

651.492.3566
• Remodeling - Interior & Exterior

• Repairs - Structural & Cosmetic

• Basement Finishes

• Siding - Wood & HardiePlank™

• Windows & Doors

• Garages - Attached & Detached

• Decks - Wood and Composites
www.wagarconstruction.com

20 YEARS 
EXPERIENCE

CALL TOM

License# 20630418

Next deadline:
August 28



Classifieds
Continued from page 15

PAINTING
Interior or Exterior w/power wash.
25 years experience. Butch BOS
651-308-3410. 8-09

Painting/Repair—Interior/Exterior.
Best workmanship, price guaran-
teed. Insured. 651-699-2832. B-08

Painting – wallpaper removal.
Average 3 room paint job - $250.
Average house $650. Average
garage $250. Painter Jim 651-698-
0840. B-08

Interior/exterior painting, enamel-
ing, plaster patching, free estimates.
Bob. 651-633-5565. 12-09

All Seasons Paint/Repair. Wood
frames, stucco, power washing,
quality workmanship, insured 651-
699-2832. 9-09

PET SITTING
Wagner’s Pet Sitting. Walking -
Day and Overnight Care. 651-
771-0421. 10-09

PSYCHIC READINGS
Experienced Psychic/Tarot
Readings. Individuals and events.
Local resident. Appointments
651-587-0046(Kathy). 11-09

PIANO TUNING
Quality piano tuning and repair.
Reasonable rates. Call Robert
Clough @ 612-722-7586 or e-
mail: robtclough@aol.com. 11-09

Registered piano technician 
with the Piano Technician’s 
Guild. Call Charles Fruhstuck at
651-489-3181 or e-mail at
CharlesFruhstuck@mac.com. BB-09

REUNIONS
Washington High School Class of
1979 30 Year Reunion. Saturday,
October 3, Minnesota Music
Cafe. 5 p.m. until close. Food and
drinks available for purchase.
VickyL@bitstream.net or 651-
776-7065 for more information.
Check Classmates.com or
Facebook.com also. 9-09

SERVICES
RAM Handyman Services LCC.
Good service, reasonable rates,
“no job too small.” Rich – 651-
485-9680 – or
www.ramhandyman.com. 6-10

Chimney Repairs – Phil Larson
Construction. Family business
since 1957. 612-414-4612. B-08

Interior or Exterior w/powerwash.
25 years experience. Butch BOS.
651-308-3410. 8-09

Need a handyman?? Any job, big
or small plumbing? Remodeling?
Decks? Etc. Call Dave 612-701-
2272. Competitive prices! 8-09

Professional Exterior and Interior
Painting, wall repair and plaster-
ing; ceiling texturing, wallpaper-
hanging, moderate prices; free
estimates, licensed, bonded,
insured; Merriam Park Painting,
651-224-3660, 651-552-2090. B-

08

TUTORING
Help children learn to read.
Wanted: caring adults (50+ yrs)
to tutor K-3 students in St. Paul 4-
15 hrs/wk Sept-June. Training
provided. Small stipend avail-
able. Call now for fall placement:
612-617-7807. 8-09

Help children learn to read. Wanted:
caring adults (50+ yrs) to tutor K-3
students in Mpls & St. Paul 4-15
hrs/wk Sep-June. Training provided.
Small stipend available for those
who qualify. Call now for placement
this fall. 612-617-7807. 8-09

Tutoring elementary age, reading K-
6 and math K-2, reasonable rates.
Call 651-644-5941. 10-09

VACUUM CLEANER
Vacuum Cleaners: Sales, service
and supplies. Experts since 1952.
666 University @ Dale. 651-222-
6316. www.a-1vacuum.com 1-09

WANTED TO BUY
Paying the most cash for your fur-
niture, dishes, glassware, knick-
nacks, costume jewelry, antiques,
pictures, lamps, household items
etc. I make housecalls. Call Mary
Anne 612-729-3110.  9-09
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Rice Street Parade
Rice Street was alive with a colorful array
of floats and royalty as the sights and
sounds of the Rice Street Parade returned
on Thursday, July 23. This year festival
organizers changed the route of the parade
to begin at Atwater and travel north to Ivy
Street as a result of the closure of the Rice
Street Bridge. (Photos courtesy of Kerry
Antrim)


