
By JAN WILLMS
The sounds of spring are res-

onating through St. Paul: the whis-
tle of a bird, the roar of a lawn-
mower, the hum of a bicycle, the
squawk of a chicken.  That’s right,
the squawk of a chicken.

The urban scene is increasing-
ly becoming home to chicken
growers. 

“We used to have a handful of
people apply for a chicken-raising
permit each year,” said Bill
Stephenson, supervisor of Animal
Control, under the auspices of the
Department of Safety and Inspec-
tions.

“Now we have three applica-
tions a week, give or take,” he said.

One of those who have decid-
ed to raise chickens in the city is
Hamline-Midway resident Audrey
Matson and her husband, Robert
Lies.

“I grew up on a farm and
came to St. Paul to attend college,”
Matson said. “Bob grew up in Min-
neapolis. We really liked living in
the city, and he was a city person
anyway. We started keeping chick-
ens at our house in St. Paul and re-
alized that a lot of others wanted to
do the same thing.”

They got their chickens five
years ago and found they had no
place to go locally to purchase sup-
plies.

“I was also working as a man-
ager of a garden center,” Matson
said. “I had this idea you could
combine gardening and chicken
supplies to make an urban farm
store. There were no others in the

Twin Cities.”
Matson and Lies visited a cou-

ple stores on the West Coast, but
none were really similar to what
they were planning. Besides selling
chickens and chicken supplies,
they wanted to assist city dwellers
in canning and preserving and
making cheese.  They opened their
store, Egg|Plant Urban Farm Sup-
ply, at 1771 Selby two years ago on
April Fool’s Day. 

The store features seedlings,
plants, garden tools and soil, all
with an organic focus, and offers
classes in everything from raising
chickens to beekeeping.

“We sold over 600 chicks last
year, mostly to people buying three
or four at a time,” Matson recalled.
She said the permit process is fairly
simple for those who want to raise
chickens.

“You need to get 75 per cent
of the neighbors within 150 feet of
your property in St. Paul to agree
you can raise chickens,” she noted.
“You submit the drawing of your
coop plan and then pay $25 for

one to three chickens and $72 for
four or more. The city makes an
initial inspection and then makes
yearly inspections.”

Stephenson said some further
restrictions may apply, and some
requirements are still in the pro-
cessing stages.

“You need a five foot setback
from the property line or an exist-
ing structure,” he said. “This is de-
termined by the coop plan you
submit.” He said if someone re-
questing a permit lives in a heritage
preservation district, other rules
may apply, again depending on the
coop plan that is presented. 

“The hardest part is actually
getting the coop built and set up,”
Matson said. “Otherwise, you just
provide the chickens with food and
water, close the coop up securely at
night, collect the eggs every day
and clean the coop once a week or
so.”

“Chickens can eat your table
scraps, and that helps cut down on
waste. They can fertilize your gar-
den. They lay eggs that you can eat,
and they’re fun to have around,”
Matson said.  She added that fami-
lies also raise chickens to save
money in these difficult economic
times.

“The chickens we sell are
called heavy breeds, and they can
handle the cold weather in Min-
nesota,” Matson said. She acknowl-
edged that most chicken growers
do have some kind of heat in their
coops to keep the hens laying in
winter. 

“The chickens tend to stop lay-
ing in late fall and winter, when
the days are shorter,” she added.
She said that heat lamps can pro-
vide both heat and extra light for
the chickens.

Matson advised that the Easter

season is a good time for buying
chicks, but she and her husband
educate people on how to take care
of them. Most customers do not
just buy the chicks for an Easter
present. 

“We discuss with people what
their plans are, and give classes on
raising chickens,” Matson said. 

She noted that a lot of young
families with children want to
know more about where their food
is coming from, and raising chick-
ens is a learning process for the
children.

Faith Krogstad, a Midway resi-
dent, agreed with this. 

“We have a two-year-old
daughter, and one of the benefits
of raising chickens is an education-
al piece,” Krogstad explained. She
said her daughter has a greater un-
derstanding of where eggs and
chickens come from.

Krogstad has six chickens and
has been raising them for the past
four to five years.

“We visited a friend in Taco-
ma, WA, who was raising them,”
she said. “My friend told me about
it, but my husband was not so sure
about having chickens. When we
visited, however, he fell in love
with the plan.”

Matson said raising chickens
in the city was common 50-75
years ago, but people got away
from it. In the 70s, the trend was to
move to the country and return to
the rural way of life. Today, urban
farming is becoming popular,
which includes raising chickens.

“They need the same kind of
care any pet gets,” Matson ex-
plained. “Just keep them clean. By
providing eggs, eating table scraps
and fertilizing the garden,” she said
with a laugh, “these are truly pets
with benefits.”
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Chickens
come to
roost in
St. Paul

Egg|Plant Urban Farm Supply owner Audrey Matson and daughters Mari Lies and Johanna Lies keep chickens at
their home in the Hamline-Midway area and sold over 600 chicks last year at their store. (Photo by Stefanie Berres)

Raising chickens in the city was common 50-75 years ago, but people got
away from it. In the 70s, the trend was to move to the country and return
to the rural way of life. Today, urban farming is becoming popular, which
includes raising chickens. (Photo by Stefanie Berres)



Colossal Café receives
parking variance
Colossal Café will not need to pro-
vide more off-street parking for its
location at 2309 Como Av. The St.
Paul Board of Zoning Appeals
(BZA) unanimously approved a 13-
space parking variance, which will
allow the restaurant to have a beer
and wine license. Adding such li-
censes in St. Paul automatically re-
quires additional parking, based on
the square footage of the restaurant.
The restaurant has 50 seats. 

No one appeared at a BZA
public hearing to speak against the
variance. St. Anthony Park Commu-
nity Council, Luther Place condo-
miniums and St. Anthony Park
Community Foundation recom-
mended approval, as did one other
neighborhood business. City offi-
cials have had calls and emails in
opposition to the variance, but
none were submitted to the BZA.

John Tinucci of Colossal Café
told the BZA that the wine and beer
would only be served with food. It
would allow the restaurant to stay
open an extra hour, to 9 p.m. on
Wednesdays and Thursdays, and 10
p.m. on Fridays and Saturdays.

BZA staff recommended ap-
proval of the variance, noting that
the restaurant will use parking at
nearby Park Midway Bank during
times when the bank is closed.

The café opened in December
2011.

Planning Commission
allows Booth Brown
conditional permit
The Salvation Army Booth Brown
House will be allowed have emer-
gency housing for up to 16 resi-
dents, with St. Paul Planning Com-
mission approval of a conditional
use permit April 6. The commis-
sion decision is final unless it is ap-
pealed to the St. Paul City Council. 

No one appeared at a March
29 Planning Commission Zoning
Committee meeting to speak
against the permit. Both Brown of-
ficials recently met with Como
Community Council to discuss the
project.

Booth Brown is at 1471 Como
Av. built as a home for unwed
mothers in 1913, it has been used
as a shelter and treatment facility
since the 1970s. It has been grant-
ed other permits by the city in the
past. In 1987 it was given a condi-
tional use permit to house a shel-
ter for families and single women
in event of an emergency. In 1994
a permit was issue for a shelter for
up to 21 youth. In 2002 a permit
was approved for an 18-room tran-
sitional housing program for
young people. This program is
now down to 10 rooms.

The facility also has 25 units
of supportive housing.  A youth
treatment program closed in 1998
and a shelter for girls closed in ear-
ly 2010.

The new conditional use per-
mit allows emergency house for up
to 16 youth ages 16-21, on the sec-
ond floor of the building’s east
wing. Youth could stay for up to 30
days.  This would be in addition to
the supportive housing and 10
transitional housing units.

The Planning Commission
approved the permit on the condi-
tion that a certificate of occupancy
is obtained for the property.

Wilder reaches agree-
ment on Frogtown sale
The Amherst H. Wilder Founda-
tion announced March 5 that is
has reached sale terms with The
Trust for Public Land for its ap-
proximate12 acre property in the
Frogtown neighborhood.  The
sale involves what had been
Wilder’s main campus on Lafond
Avenue.

The Trust for Public Land
will purchase the property for
$2.2 million.  Past appraisals of
the property place its value in the
range of $4.5 to $5.4 million.
Originally home to the Sisters of
Good Shepherd convent, the 919
Lafond Avenue site has been
owned by the Wilder Foundation
since 1971 and was used as ad-
ministrative and program head-
quarters until the construction of
the new Wilder Center facility at
the corner of Lexington Parkway
and University Avenue in 2007.  

Three adjacent acres with
buildings on Lafond will contin-
ue to be used by the Wilder
Foundation for its Child Devel-
opment Center and for its youth
day treatment programs.  

The sale price is significantly
reduced from the appraised value
as Wilder’s contribution to the
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By JAN WILLMS
Can’t find fresh produce at

your corner store?  Then start
growing your own!

The Local Food Resource
Hub is starting this spring in the
Hamline-Midway area, offering
low-cost seed packets and
seedlings to residents, as well as
residents from surrounding
neighborhoods.

“This is a great way to gain
access to healthy foods,” said
Faith Krogstad, a community ac-
tivist who works with the Ham-
line Midway Coalition.

The first seed distribution for
cool season crops will take place
9 am -12 noon April 14 at Griggs
Recreation Center/Leonardo's
Basement, 1188 Hubbard Ave.
The seed distribution for warm
season crops will occur May 19.

Residents can join the Local
Food Resource Hub and select
one of four types of membership,
with varying prices. “You can pay
as little as $10 for $45 worth of
seeds,” Krogstad said. She added
that members can work on poli-
cy issues, mapping food re-
sources and pulling information
together so more will know
about it.

She emphasized that many
people do not have the land on
which to grow gardens. “Another
barrier is the cost for seeds and
seedlings,” she said. “Another

might be tools, so we’re starting a
tools library so that people can
gain access to them as well.”

Food hubs were begun in
Minneapolis last year by Garden-
ing Matters, partnering with oth-
er community organizations and
using an initiative from the City
of Minneapolis.

Nadja Berneche, director of
Gardening Matters, said the or-
ganization supports community

gardens and helps gardeners be
more successful and sustainable.

“We’re not a horticulture
group, and we don’t manage any
gardens,” she said. “We really
work with people.”

She said the food resource
hubs began in Detroit, and some
of the leaders came out and
spoke in the Twin Cities in 2010. 

“People got really excited
and started talking about it,”

Berneche explained. “The idea
made its way into Minneapolis.”
She said funding was made pos-
sible from the Minneapolis De-
partment of Health and Family
Support and the Minnesota De-
partment of Health’s Communi-
ties Putting Prevention to Work
initiative, targeted at obesity pre-
vention. Four hubs were started
in Minneapolis, and the Hamline
Midway Coalition started a local
foods committee about a year
ago. 

“Nadja came and told us
about the resource hubs,”
Krogstad said. “It sounded like a
good way to get people involved,
and health was definitely one of
the issues.”

Krogstad said the Midway
Resource Hub will connect the
community, so that residents will
find out who is selling squash or
heirloom beans or honey. 

“We felt the Hub would be
stronger if it is inclusive of neigh-
borhoods surrounding us, and
we are getting other neighbor-
hoods involved,” Krogstad said. 

She added that people can
become members of the Hub,
just to provide support, even if
they do not pick up seedlings.
Scholarships are also available to
cover membership costs.

Berneche said that an evalua-
tion of the Minneapolis hubs
started last year showed that

slightly less than half of the peo-
ple participating said they had
experienced some food insecuri-
ty, in that at least once they had
not had sufficient money to buy
food. “We hope this program can
combat that,” she said.

“We know learning and
planting can provide healthy
meals with fresh produce,”
Berneche said. “People were hap-
py with the Local Food Resource
Hubs in Minneapolis last year.
Ninety per cent said they wanted
to do it again.”

She said $60,000 to
$100,000 worth of produce was
grown last year in Minneapolis.
“That was significant for the
homes that grew it,” she said. 

Berneche said she has heard
stories of people saying the food
hubs were really great, helping
them eat things they normally
would not have eaten. She said
gardeners eat more servings of
fruits and vegetables and also get
physical exercise from their
planting chores.

“It’s not just a one-time
thing,” she explained. “People
don’t just eat one tomato and
quit. It is changing habits and a
lifestyle, which is very hard. We
are looking at the long-term ef-
fects.”

And those effects are expect-
ed to result in a healthier way of
life.
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Local Food Resource Hub gives folks tools to grow their own produce

Metro Automotive
Midway’s Complete Automotive Service Center

675 N. Snelling Ave.
(6 blocks north of University)

651-644-5208
(Open Mon. - Fri. 7 a.m. - 6 p.m.)

www.metroautomotive.net
Foreign and Domestic Cars

and Light Trucks

No Cost Gentle Yoga
A six week session of Gentle Yoga
will be held Tuesdays from May 1
through June 5 from 10:00 –
10:45 a.m.  at 1514 Englewood
Ave, St. Paul (Hamline Church,
lower level). The class will begin
and end with five minutes of
relaxation and will focus on
strength, balance and flexibility
as well as practical techniques to
release tension.  Call HM Elders
to register 651-209-6542.

The Local Food Resource Hub is starting this spring in the Hamline-Mid-
way area, offering low-cost seed packets and seedlings to residents, as well
as residents from surrounding neighborhoods.



By JANE MCCLURE
Construction is underway

along much of the Central Corri-
dor light rail line, as the project en-
ters its peak year.  That means
noise variances requests all along
the line, including in the neighbor-
hoods where much construction
took place last year.

The St. Paul City Council held
two sound level variance public
hearings at 5:30 p.m. Wednesday,
April 4. Both variance requests,
filed by the Metropolitan Council,
are for overnight construction
work.

One variance is for on Univer-
sity Avenue from Emerald to Ham-
line, between 10:00 p.m. and 7:00
a.m. from April 5 and November
30. All jack hammering, saw cut-
ting and similarly loud activities
will not be permitted during these
overnight hours. 

The second variances is for
work between Cedar St. between
11th and 12th; 12th between
Cedar and Robert; Robert between
12th and University Avenue. The
Metropolitan Council has applied
for a sound level variance for up to
25 dates of overnight work, 10:00
p.m. to 7:00 a.m. between April 5
and December 31. The use of jack
hammers, saw cutting, and other
similarly loud activities will not be
permitted during this time period
with the exception of May 18, 19,
and 20, 2012 when these activities
will be permitted. 

Earlier this month variances

will approved for the east end of
the project, including University
Avenue from Hamline to Rice
Street.

Noise complaints have al-
ready roiled the construction zone
in downtown St. Paul. Ward Two
Council Member Dave Thune has
been meeting with downtown resi-
dents, including hosting a commu-
nity meeting March 19. Thune said
the desire to get the rail project
complete needs to be balanced
with the quality of life issues
downtown residents face due to
overnight construction noise.

Cedar Street downtown will
be a focus of much work this sea-
son. As a through street, “Cedar
Street will be, for the most part,
closed,” said Central Corridor Sen-
ior Manager Dan Soler. The Cen-
tral Corridor project staff and con-
tractors are working with the city
to stage intersection closing and
mitigate potential problems. One
challenge in working downtown is
that there is bedrock fairly close to
the surface. Another is the plethora
of underground utilities that have
to be relocated.

The variance requests signal
that this will be project’s busiest
year. Already there is construction
underway along much of the line,
as well as some Xcel Energy electric
duct bank work at University and
Rice Street. “We will have all 10
miles of light rail under some level
of construction,” said Project Di-
rector Mark Fuhrmann. The goal is

to have 75 percent of the project
completed by year’s end.

Dan Soler, who is one of the
Central Corridor senior project
managers, said the work on Uni-
versity between Hamline and Rice
Street is well underway. University
traffic will be one lane in each di-
rection and moved to one side of
the street as construction gets un-
derway on the other side.

Part of this year’s project in-
volves closing intersections, to get
work at each one done more
quickly. Last year the partial clos-
ings of north-south intersections
caused many traffic headaches so
the decision was made this year to
close intersections to speed up the
work.

But having the intersections
closed has also caused headaches
for businesses. The closing of
Hamline Avenue earlier this
month is affecting businesses that
battled construction last year.

Businesses in the Hamline-
University area, which dealt with
construction last year, are dealing
with it again. “It’s just ridiculous,”

said Ryan Wilson, who owns the
UPS Store at Midway Marketplace,
His sales were down almost 8 per-
cent last year, for a loss of more
than $20,000. 

Wilson said he is hoping the
work at University and Hamline is
done quickly. “We will be able to
hang on, but another year of this is
hard.”

Between Cleveland Hamline
this spring, crews will be installing
rail track. That has already started,
said Soler, and will be completed
midsummer. There will be inter-
mittent lane closures to accommo-
date this.

Another 2011 construction
zone that is the focus of much ac-
tivity again is between Cleveland
and Prior. That is an area where the
positioning of the Minnesota
Transfer Railroad Bridge caused ad-
ditional construction issues. Work
there should done by early sum-
mer. 

Motorists also should watch
for work on the University Avenue
Bridge over Highway 280, where a
partial bridge deck and mill and

overlay project will be completed
in early summer.

Some of the heaviest activity
will be on University in Minneapo-
lis in Prospect Park and in St. Paul
between Hamline and Rice Street.
The street will be reduced to one
lane of traffic in each direction to
allow for reconstruction of the
street and sidewalks, installation of
new traffic signals. landscaping
and street lights, and preparation
for the rail bed. The new stations
will be built at Hamline, Lexing-
ton, Victoria, Dale, Western and
the Capitol Area/Rice Street.

After the Minnesota Legisla-
ture ends its  regular session, work
can start on University behind the
State Capitol. University between
Rice and Robert streets will be
closed for 120 days.

One project feature there that
is still up in the air is whether or
not there will be a pedestrian tun-
nel beneath University, said Soler.
A request is in the 2012 bonding
bill but that hasn’t gotten through
the legislative review and approval
process yet.
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Central Corridor
enters peak 
construction year

Another 2011 construction zone that is the focus of much activity again is between Cleveland and Prior. That is an
area where the positioning of the Minnesota Transfer Railroad Bridge caused additional construction issues. Work
there should done by early summer. (Photo by Stefanie Berres)



By DEBORAH BROTZ
From the beginning of time,

dogs have been considered man’s
best friend. But who would think
of them as great reading buddies?

Toby, a 6-year-old Border Ter-
rier, and his owner Marsha Macey,
volunteer at Hamline Midway Li-
brary, at 1558 W. Minnehaha Ave.,
one Saturday a month for Paw
Pals reading time, where children
have the opportunity to read to
Toby one-on-one.

Isabella Hoke, a first-grader at
Crossroads Elementary School in
the Montessori Program, has been
coming to Paw Pals at Hamline
for about two years.

“I like reading with dogs,” she
said. “It’s something I grew up to
love to do.”

What Hoke likes best about
Toby is that he’s not a cat.

“I don’t like cats because they
hiss, and they scratch me,” she
said. “I like dogs because they’re
more playful, and cats are just
lazy. Toby reminds me of my other
dog, Gabby, who is my grandma’s.
She is my favorite dog, a Hungari-
an Vizsla.”

Hoke likes reading about Jack
and Annie, in the Magic Treehouse
series by Mary Pope Osborne,
which are adventure books from
the past. She also likes reading the
elephant named Gerald and Piggie
books by Mo Willems.

“I like the Magic Treehouse
books because they have adven-
tures and go to a different time,”
she said. “The Gerald and Piggie
books are really fun and cute.”

The best thing for Hoke about
reading to Toby is that he sits qui-
etly and listens.

“I can read big words that I
don’t know and sound them out,”
she said. “Sometimes, I stop read-
ing and pet him.”

Participating in Paw Pals has
improved Hoke’s reading.

“It’s really good,” she said.
“I’ve wanted to read all my life,
and here I am reading.”

Hoke plans to continue com-
ing to Paw Pals to read to Toby.

“Reading inspires me,” she
said. “When I’m reading, it teaches
me things that I never knew be-
fore.”

Macey found out about Paw
Pals by calling Shelly Hawkins, the
founder of the program who
works in Youth Services at Central
Library in downtown St. Paul.

“When I got Toby, I knew I
wanted to do a reading program
for kids with him,” said Macey. 

Starting out reading with Paw
Pals at Dayton’s Bluff Library that
ended due to staff cuts, Macey
went back to Hawkins at the main
library and asked if there might be
another library interested in the
program.

“The folks at Hamline Mid-
way were really interested,” said
Macey.

There is a checklist of 14 tests
that Toby had to pass in order to
be a certified therapy dog. 

“He’s very calm when he is
with kids,” said Macey. 

In addition to doing Paw Pals
with Toby at the library, Macey al-
so reads with Toby at Paul &
Sheila Wellstone Elementary, a
preK-6 St. Paul School, once a
week and at Harambee Commu-
nity Cultures/Environmental Sci-
ence School, a year-round magnet
school serving students in K-5 in
St. Paul and nine neighboring
school districts, once a month.

“I just wanted to give back to
the community,” said Macey. “I
like doing things with my dog. I
thought it would be a good thing
to do.”

Macey feels being involved in
Paw Pals has made her life better.

“It’s just so great to see we’re
reaching the kids,” she said. “They
just so enjoy it.”

Macey has high hopes for the
program.

“I’d like to see it at every li-
brary in the City,” she said. “It
would be nice if it could expand.”

Jen Larson, library associate at
Hamline Midway library, decided

to host the program there.
“I thought it would be a good

fit with our branch,” she said.
“There are a lot of families here
and a lot of young kids. I thought
it would be a good series to offer.”

The purpose of Paw Pals is to
encourage and improve children’s
reading.

“A lot of times children strug-
gling with reading are afraid to do
it in the classroom or out loud

with the teacher,” said Larson.
“Reading out loud with a dog
helps kids because a dog is non-
judgemental. It’s a comfortable at-
mosphere. It makes reading more
fun and helps them build skills for
reading aloud with the teacher. It
also builds confidence and pro-
vides pleasurable experiences for
kids.”

Reading to a dog takes the
pressure off the child.

“An animal is a non-judge-
mental partner that they can prac-
tice in front of and don’t have to
worry about getting the pronunci-
ation of a word wrong or missing
words,” said Larson. “It’s a safe,
comfortable space for them to
practice reading.”

Children come to read to To-
by for many reasons.

“First of all, they might need
extra help in practicing how to
read,” said Larson. “It might just
be a fun thing for them. It’s fun,
like watching Toby do tricks.
There’s also a number of families
that don’t have a dog or someone
in the family may be allergic to
dogs but the kids might really like
dogs. This is a way for them to ex-
perience being with a dog. Toby is
a Licensed Therapy Dog and being
around him can help kids who are
afraid of dogs get used to being
around a dog.”

Larson hopes Paw Pals can
grow at the library.

“I hope to keep the program
strong here at the library and help
to continue matching kids with
Marsha and Toby so that more
and more people can benefit from
the program,” she said.

The next Paw Pals at Hamline
Library will be held Saturday, April
21, from 1:30 p.m.-3:30 p.m. To
sign up for a 15-minute spot, call
651-642-0293.
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WEST BUILDING MAINTENANCE, LLC 
Cleaning Services

Mike West — Serving the Minneapolis-St. Paul area since 1965

(800) 451-6753
www.westcleaning.com

COMMERCIAL CLEANING

Creative and playful project building for
children, teens and adults at workshops
located at Griggs Park, 1188 Hubbard
Ave. and in south Minneapolis.

• Amazing ½ day summer classes
• After school and Saturday classes
• Field trips
• Community events
• Birthday parties

Scholarships available.
Class schedule and registration online
at  www.leonardosbasement.org
612-824-4394

Dogs: Man’s best friends…and now…best reading companions

Marsha Macey brings her six-year-old Border Terrier, Toby, to Hamline
Midway Library to be a reading buddy to children like Isabella Hoke, a
first-grader at Crossroads Elementary School. Isabella has been coming to
the Paw Pals at Hamline Midway Library for about two years. (Photo by
Stefanie Berres)



By JANE MCCLURE
Hamline Church United

Methodist marks an important
event on Sunday, April 22. The
church was recently listed on the
National Register of Historic
Places, ending a process that
took many months of reviews
and approvals by the St. Paul
Heritage Preservation Commis-
sion and State Historic Preserva-
tion Office before the application
went to federal officials.

The day’s events start with a
special worship service at 10
a.m., with dedication of plaques
and greetings from Rev. Clay
Oglesbee, River Valley District
Superintendent. Oglesbee is a
former pastor at Church of the
Good Shepherd, which merged
with Hamline recently.

Between 2:30-4 p.m. there
will be an open house with fami-
ly-friendly activities, opportunity
to meet neighbors, elected offi-
cials, historians, building tours
and more. Visitors can also learn
about the church’s programs and
services, including its historic
Minnesota State Fair dining hall,
active men’s and women’s
groups, and social justice activi-
ties.

The day’s events conclude
with an Evensong service, featur-
ing the Te Deum Laudamus
chant. The church is at 1514 En-
glewood Av.

Mary Bakeman, church his-
torian and archivist, said Ham-
line members look forward to

welcoming visitors and sharing
the church’s history. The Ham-
line congregation can trace its
roots to 1880, when worship be-
gan in the chapel at Hamline
University. The church incorpo-
rated in 1885 and dedicated its
first building in 1900. That
building was destroyed by fire
right after Christmas 1925.

The current church building
was built in 1926-1928, for
about $250,000. It is a Gothic
style, of Bedford limestone and
seats about 1,040 people. A
building addition was erected in
1929, and a larger administra-
tive/education wing added in
1955. The newer education wing
is not included in the National
Register designation.

The church was dedicated on
April 1, 1928. Its architect was
Fred Slifer, whose family was ac-
tive in the congregation. His
daughter Lorna was the model
for the angel statue between the
church’s front doors. She visited
the church several years ago and
told congregation members that
she was paid for her time with a
box of chocolates.

Contractors J.S. Sweitzer and
Son and Gustav Anderson and
Son were also church members. 

The open house offers an
opportunity to see and learn
about the church’s stained glass
windows. Although the windows
were designed as a set, they
weren’t all created at once. In-
stead they were pieced together

over many years, starting in the
late 1920s and ending in the
1960s. The windows tell Bible
stories. The church distributes
pamphlets detailing the story
told by each window. 

The church’s steeple, which
features gargoyles, is another of
its most unique features. The
church still has the molds that
were used to make the gargoyles. 

Bakeman notes that the deci-
sion to apply for National Regis-
ter was not made lightly, and the
process to be listed was lengthy.
“From a practical perspective, it
confirms that we care about our
assets and see value in their
preservation,” she said. “That list-
ing is also the first step for us to
apply for grants to help in that
effort.” 

The quest for National Regis-
ter status and celebration also
give witness to the potential of
the new congregation, Bakeman

said. Hamline, through its merg-
er with Church of the Good
Shepherd and other churches,
can trace its roots to the earliest
days of Methodist history in St.
Paul. Half a dozen earlier congre-
gations are part of Hamline’s his-
tory.

“We go forward to the future
with faith,” she said. 

Visitors who pass by the
church each day may be sur-
prised to see how vivid the win-
dows are. “We can look to the
four large windows at the tips of
the cross in the gothic structure,
and see the story of Christ’s life,”
Bakeman said. “They also remind
us of our association with Ham-
line University, our first service at
Old Main held the Sunday before
the first classes opened on their
new campus, and the potential of
that continuing relationship.”

“We can look to the set of
ten windows in the nave, which

illustrate the fourth century Te
Deum chant of praise to God.
Here, with the chant, we find a
soldier who fought in the
U.S./Dakota War of 1862 and the
Civil War, the pastor who worked
with the architect to design the
building, the two contractors
who built it, memorials to music,
plus many Bible stories. We can
see ordinary people doing ex-
traordinary things, and wonder
what God has in mind for each
of us.”

Visitors will also see hand-
carved pictographs of the faithful
disciples encircling the pulpit,
the hand-carved reredos with its
Christian symbols, and the bread
and cup on the communion
table with the memorial to a
long-term Sunday School
teacher. Over the front door, visi-
tors will see hand-carved sym-
bols of faith with representations
of the four gospel writers. 

Page 6 April 2012 • Monitor • www.MonitorSaintPaul.com 

Hamline Church reaches historic milestone

Hamline Church United Methodist marks an important event on Sunday, April 22. The church was recently listed
on the National Register of Historic Places, ending a process that took many months of reviews and approvals by the
St. Paul Heritage Preservation Commission and State Historic Preservation Office before the application went to
federal officials.

“From a practical perspective, it 
confirms that we care about our assets
and see value in their preservation.” 

-  Mary Bakeman
Church historian and archivist

Like us on



Save the date! You are invited to
attend the Hamline Midway
Heartwood Festival on Saturday,
June 2, from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m.!

The Hamline Midway Heart-
wood Festival is a one-day, family-
friendly, outdoor event celebrating
community, sustainability, and art.
Join in the Bike/Walk Parade at
10:00 a.m. at Hancock Rec Center,
1610 Hubbard Ave. to Newell
Park, 900 N. Fairview Ave. via
Hubbard and Wheeler Avenues.
Entertainment, food, exhibits, art
fair, and activities will run from 11
a.m. to 6 p.m. at Newell Park.
Find out more at www.hamline-
midway.org/heartwood.

NEW this year: the festival
will bring together environmental
sustainability and art themes and
feature a Green Home Improve-
ment Fair, Local Business Fair, and
Green Living Workshops. Learn
about urban chicken raising, build
a rain barrel to take home, practice

proper tree planting, and more! 
In preparation for the

Bike/Walk Parade, the Canvas
Teen Arts Center is opening up a
mask-making workshop to all
community members on Thurs-
day, May 31 from 4 p.m. to 8 p.m.
at 1610 Hubbard Ave. with the
help of a Heart of the Beast The-
ater artist and puppet maker.

The Hamline Midway Heart-
wood Festival, formerly known as
Spring Festival, is planned by the
Community Building Committee
of Hamline Midway Coalition
with the support of Celtic Junction
and Union Park District Council.
For more information, contact
Faith at 651-494-7683 or
faith@hamlinemidway.org.
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Save the Date: Hamline Midway’s
Heartwood Festival 2012

District 6 Planning Council had
its Annual Meeting and Board
Elections on April 2nd. District 6
welcomed back incumbents and
said hello to the new members;
Ronna Woolery, Gidget Bailey,
Matt Sletten and Paul Raymond,
for a complete list of members
visit www.district6stpaul.org . Our
gratitude goes out to Daniel Ward
II and Aaron Ferguson for their
years of service. District 6 also
thanks JMT Subs, Dars Double
Scoop, Tin Cup and Pupraya Thai
Restaurant for the samplings of
food. District 6 also wants to
thank North Emmanuel Lutheran
Church for the great space.

We had Councilmember Amy
Brendmoen and County Commis-
sioner Janice Rettman on hand as
well as Jane McClure. In partner-

ship and with a stewardship grant
with the Capital Region Watershed
District we are creating a history of
the Willow Reserve. Local histori-
an Jane McClure gave a presenta-
tion on what facts have been gath-
ered so far, and is continuing
with preparing the history, so if
you have any information regard-
ing Willow Reserve, please con-
tact us at 651-488-4485 or dis-

trict6ed@dist6pc.org- we are very
interested in hearing from you!
The history should be completed
late spring! 

At March’s Land Use Task
Force meeting District 6 heard
from the Volunteers of America’s
proposed plan to purchase 1394
Jackson and use the property as a
Federal Re-entry program. This
would require a modification of

an existing permit. The code al-
lows for 16 residents, the appli-
cant is requesting 74, which
means the modification would be
58 residents. There was quite a
turn-out at the meeting and after
lengthy discussion the Task Force,
which is an advisory board that
makes recommendations to the
City, will recommend a denial of
the proposed modification.  

Whatever your opinion is of
the proposal, residents and busi-
nesses came together for a com-
mon cause which is vital to the
health of a neighborhood. District
6 sincerely thanks those in atten-
dance for being there and voicing
their opinion. The next North
Central Business Watch meeting is
scheduled for Thursday, April 26,
at 10:00AM at the Klub Haus,
1079 Rice Street. Businesses and
organizations are welcome to at-
tend.

The Spring Clean-up for Dis-
trict 6 and District 7 residents is
Saturday May 19th from 8:00 a.m.
to 1:00 p.m. at Veolia, 309 Como
Avenue.  Give us a call if you’d like
to become involved in District 6
activities, need a recycling bin or
just want information. 

District 6 holds Annual Meeting, Board Elections April 2

News from District 6
By KERRY ANTRIM

The Hamline Midway Heartwood Festival is a one-day, family-friendly, outdoor event celebrating community, sustainability, and art. Join in the Bike/Walk
Parade at 10:00 a.m. at Hancock Rec Center, 1610 Hubbard Ave. to Newell Park, 900 N. Fairview Ave. via Hubbard and Wheeler Avenues. Entertain-
ment, food, exhibits, art fair, and activities will run from 11 a.m. to 6 p.m. at Newell Park. Find out more at www.hamlinemidway.org/heartwood.



The Johnson Como Devils B1
PeeWee’s played in seven youth
hockey tournaments this year,
making the championship
game in six of them. They won
the Inver Grove Heights invita-
tional and the Governors Cup,
but the real fun started during
the playoffs, where the Devils
turned up the “heat.” 

They beat Eastview first,
then Lakeville South in the semi
finals and then stuck the “pitch-
fork” to Woodbury Black, the
top ranked team in the state, to
win the 2012 District 8 Cham-
pionship. The team moved on
to the regional championship
in Rosemount finishing in 3rd
place. The team’s final record
was 30 wins 6 losses and 3 ties.
These young men brought pride
not only to their parents, coach-

es and the Johnson Como na-
tion, but most of all they repre-
sented their communities with
class and hard work! Roll Dev-
ils!
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1587 SELBY AVE. ST. PAUL

651•644•4110

It’s 
Spring

at
Lula’s!

Johnson Como Devils B1 PeeWee’s 
2012 District 8 Champions - Team
photo – from left to right – On ice:
Ezra Weintzweig, Jackson Craw-
ford. 1st row: Coach Eric Moberg,
Zack Dornbusch, Carl Fish, Jake
Boje, Danny Banegas. 2nd Row:
Coach Lonnie Fahey, Max
Weyandt, Alex Jordan, Drew John-
son, Tommy Hayes, Nicholas Skw-
eres, Luke Heffernan, Coach Mike
Heffernan, Coach Rick Kieger. 3rd
Row: Johnny McGuire, Isaac
Moberg, A.J. Austin

Johnson Como Devils
B1 Pee Wees play in
championships

Next deadline:
April 30

Next issue:
May 10



Como Park holds Funtastic
Carnival May 17
The Como Park Elementary Fun-
tastic Carnival is scheduled for
Thursday, May 17 from 5:30 p.m.
to 7:30 p.m. at 780 West Whee-
lock Parkway. 

We will have crafts, games,
bingo, face painting, crazy hair,
inflatable jumpers and a raffle.
Please come and join us for a
night of activities, food and fami-
ly fun. Proceeds go to maintain
our school playground and
equipment. 

Heartwood Fest call for
artists and crafters
You are invited to display your
work at the  on Saturday, June
2nd from 11 a.m.-6 p.m. at
Newell Park (900 N. Fairview
Ave.)!

Under the oaks at Newell
Park, you can build relationships
within the local community, gain
a following, and join in the fun!
Booths are $75 or FREE with a
donation of equal or greater val-
ue to the silent auction. Booths
are 10’x10’ and may be shared. To
participate, submit an image of
your work (file size no larger
than 1MB) or a link to  no later
than Friday, May 18. Visit
www.hamlinemidway.org/art-fair
for more information.

The Hamline Midway Heart-
wood Festival (formerly Spring
Fest) is one-day, family-friendly,
outdoor celebration of commu-
nity, sustainability, and art. In its
third year, the festival draws over
1,000 people. Visit www.ham-
linemidway.org/heartwood to
learn more.

The Hamline Midway
Coalition (HMC) — District
Council 11 — is a community-
based non-profit organization
dedicated to making the Hamline
Midway neighborhood a better
place to live, learn, work, and
play.

New couples golf 
league at Como Park
Como Golf Course, located at
1431 N. Lexington Parkway, is
pleased to announce a new cou-
ples league for the 2012 season.
The Como Couples league will
play on Friday nights for 8 weeks
beginning Friday, June 8 through
Friday August 3 (excluding July
6). Weekly prizes, weekly pay-
outs!  Four Ball Stroke Play, each
twosome plays with a different
twosome each week. Each two-
some is playing against the field.
To register or for more informa-
tion, visit our website at
www.golfstpaul.org  Deadline for
registration is May 15. You can
also call Como Golf Course at
651-488-9673.  See you on the
tee!

Hamline University
produces ‘Twelfth Night’
Hamline University Theatre con-
tinues its 81st season with William
Shakespeare’s TWELFTH NIGHT
directed by Theatre Arts Professor
Jeff Turner.  This classic produc-
tion will run at Hamline’s Anne
Simley Theatre at 7:30 p.m. on
April 20, 21, 26, 27, and 28 as well
as April 21 at 2:00 p.m. We ask
that you print our calendar request
during the weeks of April 2nd
through April 27th. If you have
any questions or concerns please
contact the Hamline University
Theatre Box Office at 651-523-
2905 or tickets@hamline.edu.

Hamline Church seeks
donations for sale
Hamline Church United Metho -
dist is seeking donations for its
New to You rummage sale, May 4-
5-6 at the church at 1514
Englewood Av. Proceeds benefit
the church. Sale committee mem-
bers are asking for donations of
housewares, toys, law and garden
items, collectibles, books, counter-
top and large working appliances,
furniture, bedding, rugs, home
décor, holiday décor, toys, blue
jeans and baby clothes. No other
clothing, electronics (computers,
TVs, large stereos) or torn, stained,
broken or dirty items. Donation
day is 10 a.m.-3 p.m. Saturday,
April 21 at the church’s state fair
dining hall at 1667 Dan Patch
Avenue. Questions? Call Teresa
Renneke, trenneke@gmail.com;
651-646-5721; or Jane McClure,
McClure50449@aol.com, 651-
646-3473.

Native plants
program April 15 
Erik Olsen, landscape designer
with Out Back Nursery & Land-
scaping, shares his native plant
expertise in a beautifully illustrat-
ed presentation on Sunday, April
15 at 2 p.m. at St. Timothy
Lutheran Church, 1465 Victoria
St. No. His presentation is free
and open to everyone.

In “Beyond Coneflowers:
Native Gardens for City Living,”
Olsen tells how native plants dif-
fer from non-natives, and how
you can choose from a palette
wider than the popular cone-
flower and goldenrod. Olsen,
who is also a neighborhood resi-
dent, will advise on ways to inte-
grate natives into small urban
properties and how to transform
our backyards into beautiful but-
terfly and bird sanctuaries and
outdoor living spaces.

Please come to this presenta-
tion and get fired up for spring
planting.

Como Neighborhood
Garage Sale May 19
The 2012 11th Annual District 10
Como Neighborhood Garage
Sale is set for Saturday, May 19.
Since 2002, come rain or shine,
the District 10 Como Communi-
ty Council has sponsored an an-
nual neighborhood-wide garage
sale. Participation is easy. Inter-
ested participants may register
their sale location with the Dis-
trict 10 office. A $10.00 registra-
tion fee covers the cost of adver-
tising and administrative costs.
District 10 will advertise in the
weeks prior to the event, as well
as distribute a map of the ad-
dresses and sale descriptions of
all participants. 

The registration deadline is
Friday, April 27. Any registrations
submitted after that deadline will not
be included on the official garage sale
map. For more information and to
register your location, visit www.dis-
trict10comopark.org/2012garage-
sale.html, email district10@dis-
trict10comopark.org or call the
District 10 office at 651-644-3889. 

Income needs after
retirement discussed
“Re-evaluating Your Investments
(an overview of retirement
income, Trusts information, Long
Term Care, etc.), will be presented
at a luncheon for seniors on
Tues., May 8 at 1514 Englewood
Ave at 11:30.   The speaker will be
an Associate from Thrivent
Financial for Lutherans.  A $4.00
free will donation is asked for the
meal, there is no cost to attend
the program which begins at
12:15.  (651) 209-6542.

Como Park garden 
needs volunteers!
Spring is early this year, and the
large native plant garden just
north of the Como Lakeside
Pavilion in Como Park needs
some early attention. The Como
Community Council and St. Paul
Audubon are asking for volun-
teers to help remove last fall’s
debris—plant stalks, grasses and
other stuff—to make way for
spring growth. Please come to the
garden on Sunday, April 15 at 9
a.m. to help spruce up the gar-
den. Bring pruners or hedge lop-
pers, gardening gloves, maybe a
leaf rake if you wish, and a big
trash bag (plus drinking water for
yourself). We’ll work for an hour
or so, and the results should be
spectacular. Volunteers have been
providing all the upkeep at this
garden for a number of years. No
need to register, just show up. For
further information, contact Val
Cunningham at writers2@com-
cast.net.

Sunday Series at
Lyngblomsten
Rog Bergerson, neighborhood
historian, regaled a crowd of over
200 on Sunday, March 18 at
Lyngblomsten Care Center
Chapel, with “Tales of Old
Como.”

The presentation was the
second of a three-month Sunday
Series sponsored by the Como
Community Council’s Environ-
ment Committee. If you missed
the presentation, you can watch a
full video at http://www.dis-
trict10comopark.org/talesofold-
como.html. Landscape designer
Erik Olsen will make series last
presentation, at 2 p.m. on April
15 at St. Timothy Lutheran
Church, 1465 Victoria St. N. with
“Beyond Coneflowers: Native
Gardens for City Living.” 

Zion holds Spring Craft
Sale April 21
Zion Lutheran Church, 1697
Lafond Ave., will hold its Spring
Craft and & Bake Sale on
Saturday, April 21, 9 a.m. to 5
p.m. and Sunday, April 22, 11
a.m. to 3 p.m. Crafts and baked
goods will be on display and for
sale by vendors and staff.
Members of the public are invited
to reserve a booth and sell their
handmade items. To reserve a
booth, to donate items or for
information, call Chrissy Bennett
at 612-812-4697, or email chris-
sybennett2@aol.com or visit
www.zlcmidway.org. Hope to see
you there.

Ward 4 businesses
offered free booths
The Hamline Midway Heartwood
Festival, formerly known as
Spring Festival, will include a Lo-
cal Business Fair this year to
drum up support of area busi-
nesses. Businesses located in St.
Paul’s Ward 4 can secure a booth
for free – a savings of $150!

The Hamline Midway Heart-
wood Festival is a one-day, fami-
ly-friendly, outdoor event cele-
brating of community, sustain-
ability, and art. The Hamline
Midway Heartwood Festival will
be held on Saturday, June 2 from
10 a.m.-6 p.m. at Newell Park
(900 N. Fairview Ave.)

Exhibiting starts at 11 a.m.
Businesses interested in exhibit-
ing and sponsoring are encour-
aged to register at www.hamline-
midway.org/fest-registration. For
more information, contact Faith
at 651-494-7683 or faith@ham-
linemidway.org. Sponsored by
Hamline Midway Coalition and
Russ Stark, Ward 4 City
Councilmember.  

New Support Group for
Caregivers started
You call it, “visiting the doctor
with your wife.” We call it care-
giving. Find support, exchange
information and resources in a
new group beginning April 12 at
6:30 – 8 p.m.  and continuing
every second Thursday thereafter
at 1514 Englewood Ave. The
group is open to anyone caring
for older adults or persons any
age with special needs.
Participants may attend as they
are able. For more information,
contact the office of Hamline
Midway Elders (651) 209-6542 or
info@hmelders.org  

ECFE fundraiser at
Crossroads School
Crossroads Early Childhood
Family Education program will
host a craft-night fundraiser in
the gymnasium at Crossroads
Elementary School, 543 Front
Ave., on Friday, April 20, from 5
to 9 p.m. Bring a craft to work on.
Scrapbooking, Card Making,
knitting, jewelry making. All
Crafts Welcome! The event will
include workshops, make-and-
take projects, raffle and vendors,
including Tupperware, Creative
Memories, Stampin’ Up, Usborne
Books and Thirty-One Gifts.
Proceeds benefit Early Childhood
Family Education Advisory
Council. Cost is $10. Email ecfe-
craftnight@yahoo.com  or call
651-332-6308 to find out more.

Advantages of
Breastfeeding discussed
The Advantages of Breastfeeding
is the topic of the meeting of the
Como-Midway La Leche Group
on Tuesday, May 8. All expectant
and nursing mothers are invited
to attend with their babies and
toddlers. Call Heidi at 651-659-
9527 for more information.

Jehovah Lutheran hosts
thrift sale April 20-21
Jehovah Lutheran Church will
host a thrift sale from 9 a.m. to 7
p.m. Friday and from 9 a.m. to 4
p.m. Saturday, April 20-21, at the
church, 1566 Thomas at Snelling.
Donations are welcome. Please
drop good-quality used or new
items at the church the first week
of April. Proceeds go to the
church youth group and mis-
sions. If you need help getting
any items to the church, contact
Dawn Johnson at 651-702-5479.
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In a
minute
Continued from page 2

community, and to ensure the
property will be used in a way
consistent with the community’s
vision to be of benefit to the
community.

“We are thril led that the
Wilder Foundation has gener-
ously accepted our proposal and
is giving us the opportunity to
ensure that the land is conserved
to benefit the people and the
community of Saint Paul,” says
Susan Schmidt, The Trust for
Public Land’s Minnesota Direc-

tor.  TPL’s proposed plan pro-
vides for an urban park that will
be the site for a variety of activi-
ties including an urban demon-
stration farm, a recreation area
and a nature sanctuary.

Frogtown has been identi-
fied by the City of Saint Paul
Parks and Recreation Depart-
ment as one of only two areas in
the city in need of a new park.
In addition to providing green
space as part of inner-city living,
the Wilder Foundation sale of
the property at the reduced price
will allow a safe place for neigh-
borhood residents to experience
nature, preserve dozens of ma-
ture growth trees, provide com-
munity sledding and other
recreation, and preserve public
access. Nearly 56% of house-

holds in the area have incomes
below $35,000. 

“We are pleased that the
property will be used to provide
green space for public use and
will continue to be of benefit to
the community,” said MayKao Y.
Hang, Wilder Foundation Presi-
dent and CEO. 

The Trust for Public Land
will immediately begin a private
and public fundraising cam-
paign for purchase of the prop-
erty and initial development
and programming. TPL expects
fundraising will take approxi-
mately 18 months to complete. 

Prior Avenue Bikeway
on track
The Prior Avenue Bikeway is on
track for summer construction, as
a result of St. Paul City Council
approval March 21. No one ap-
peared at a council public hear-
ing to speak against the proposal,
which has been through a com-
munity review process over the
past several months. About half a
dozen project supporters also at-
tended but didn’t testify.

The project has generated lit-
tle opposition. The greatest con-
cern was that on-street parking
would be lost south of Marshall.
That isn’t going to happen, so
most neighbors who had initially

raised concerns about the project
had no other objections.

Parking will be eliminated
on the west side of Prior between
Marshall and University, by the
Four Seasons (formerly Longfel-
low) School and Merriam Park.

The $53,000 project, which
extends from Summit Avenue to
Pierce Butler Route, has the sup-
port of both Union Park District
Council and Hamline-Midway
Coalition. It was funded through
the city’s Long-Range Capital Im-
provement Budget (CIB) three
years ago. Community meetings
were held last fall and this spring
to discuss the project, which in-
cludes signage and route markers
the length of the project. In Mer-
riam Park there will be share the
road arrows or sharrows from
Summit to Marshall Avenue, and
a bike lane from Marshall and
University. There are already bike
lanes north of University. The
route will also include a connec-
tion through the Iris Park neigh-
borhood, to get cyclists to the
Fairview Avenue central Corridor
light rail station. The specifics of
that connection haven’t been an-
nounced but most likely will be
signage.

The project is seen as a key
part of the city’s transportation
and bike plans and will provide
connections to bike routes on
Summit, Marshall and Minneha-
ha avenues and Pierce Butler
Route.

The project won St. Paul
Planning Commission support
earlier this month, and a recom-
mendation of support from the
commission’s Transportation
Committee.

Streetcar study 
moves ahead
St. Paul’s long-awaited study of
streetcars can move ahead, with
March 21 City Council action to
accept a study grant of $250,000.
The grant will be used to study
whether streetcars could be used
to connect to the Central Corri-
dor light rail line.

Ward Four Council Member
Russ Stark pushed for the grant,
noting that streetcars could pro-
vide connections above and be-
yond what the Metro Transit bus
system would provide. Metro
Transit is currently conducting a
study of how bus routes could be
changed top better connect with
the rail line. Stark, who observed
streetcars on a visit to Portland
last year, said having lines in St.
Paul could provide spin-off eco-
nomic development benefits.

The study is expected to take
about one year. Minneapolis is
already studying potential street-
car lines in that city, on Central
and Nicollet avenues. Part of the
St. Paul study will be to see how
the two cities could possibly
work together on a streetcar sys-
tem. System funding will also be
studied.

Funding for the study is
from the federal government,
which has provides more than
$20 million for studies in other
communities around the United
States. The federal funding allows
cities to look at transit projects,
including streetcars, to see if
there are related socio-economic
and community development-re-
lated benefits, not just on the cri-
teria of ridership and costs.

- Compiled by Jane McClure
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DISABLED?
CAN’T WORK?
Call Mary F. Hastings

651-645-0894

Local Attorney in Midway 19+ years’ experience 
Skilled Representation



Monitor Want Ads are now $1 per
word with a $10 minimum. Send
your remittance along with your ad
to Monitor Classifieds, Iris Park
Place, 1885 University Avenue, Ste.
#110, St. Paul, MN 55104. Classifieds
must be prepaid via cash, check, or
credit card. Classified ads can be e-
mailed to denisw@aplacetoremem-
ber.com. Want ads must be in the
Monitor before April 30 for the May
10 issue. Call 651-645-7045 for
more information. Your classified
ad will also be automatically placed
on the Monitor’s website at
www.MonitorSaintPaul.com

ADDITIONS
Martin Dynneson & Son - kitchens,
bathrooms, roofing, siding, gutters,
expert painting, and home repairs.
612-724-8819. 6-12

ANTIQUES
For Sale: Vintage 1900-1949 lights,
house hardware, doors, tubs, radia-
tors, etc. Also furniture hardware.
651-644-9270. 20% off with ad. 6-12 

ATTORNEY
Creative Solutions With a Personal
Touch. Legal Services in the areas of:
Small Business, Wills and Trusts,
Real Estate, Family, and Bankruptcy.
Kirsten Libby, 855 Rice Street, Suite
100, St. Paul, MN, 651-487-1208
www.libbylawoffice.com B-12 

BATHROOMS

Bathroom/kitchens!! Basement
finishing. Bad water pressure?
Sinks, toilets and tub/surrounds,
etc. Ceramic tile. Basement bath-
rooms installed. Call 612-275-
9815. 6-12 

COUNSELING SERVICES
Help is available right here in the
Midway! Your well-being is my
focus. You can often be seen with-
in one week and we accept ins.
Get the help you deserve—call
Peg Truax, MA, Psychotherapist,
at 651-699-7050. 4-12

EMPLOYMENT
Seeking Direct Care staff for our
group home near Como Park. Every
other Friday 10 p.m. thru Sunday 10
p.m. plus 1-2 evenings per week.
Earn $600 paycheck. Understanding
of Hmong culture preferred. Also
have a Live In opening. Receive a pri-
vate bedroom and bath with free
monthly rent, in exchange for living
on site. Paid hours required Mon-Fri
6:45 a.m.-8:30 a.m. ($11.50+/hour).
No children or pets as this is an
employment opportunity.  Require
driver’s license, car, insurance, over
age 21. Pat 612/788-3998 x 1007 or
patm@pktenterprises.com. 4-12

FOR RENT
Red Wing pottery dishes. Twelve
place settings plus extras.
Excellent condition. 651-488-
0856. 4-12

HANDYMAN
Need a handyman?? One call
does it all. Any job, big or small.
Plumbing? Remodeling? Don’t
tell my wife, but keeping your
house in tip-top condition is
more important than my own!
Call “Dynamo” Dave 612-701-
2272. 12-12 

HARDWOOD FLOORING
Sanding/Installation. 13 yrs.
Locally Owned/Operated. Free
Estimates. Peter, 651-323-4751. 4-

12

HAULERS & MOVERS
Will haul away and clean up
almost anything, or help you
move. Any day. 651-274-0263 or
651-373-6652. B-12

HOUSE CLEANING
House Cleaning & Pet Sitting,
smith.laura.laura955@gmail.co
m, 651-274-2212. B-12

LAWN CARE
Spring clean ups, seasonal lawn
service, use small push mower,
not big riding mower. Gutter
cleaning, $70 average monthly
cost. 651-490-7617. 5-12

Lawn Service, spring lawn
cleanups, de-thatching, gutter
cleaning. Best price guaranteed.
651-699-2832. B-12

Sorensen Lawn Care serving St.
Paul for 17 years. Services include
mowing, spring and fall clean-
ups, aeration, fertilization, mulch
installation, emerald ash borer
treatment. Call Jeff 651-695-
1230. 6-12

PAINTING
Interior, exterior painting, wallpa-
per removal, small wall repair, aver-
age garage $250, average 3 rooms
$250. Jim 651-698-0840. 6-12

Interior/exterior painting, enam-
eling, plaster patching, free esti-
mates. Bob. 651-633-5565. 12-12

All Seasons painting/repair.
Wood frames/stucco, power
washing. Window glazing. Gutter
cleaning. Quality workmanship.
Insured. 651-699-2832. B-12

PET SITTING
Wagner’s Pet Sitting. Walking –
Day and Overnight Care. 651-
771-0421. 4-12

PIANO TUNING
Quality piano tuning and repair.
Reasonable rates. Call Robert
Clough @ 612-722-7586 or e-
mail: robtclough@aol.com. 12-12

Registered Piano Technician,
charlesfruhstuck@mac.com, 651-
489-3181. B-12

SALE
Hamline Church United
Methodist ‘New to You’ Sale, 10
a.m. - 7 p.m. Friday, May 4; 9
a.m.-4 p.m. Saturday, May 5, &
after church Sunday, May 6 at the
church at 1514 Englewood Av.
Come and buy housewares, blue
jeans, children’s clothes in good
condition, toys, garden and yard
items, furniture, books, plants,
countertop appliances, working
large appliances, bedding, rugs,
home décor, holiday décor and
more! No early sales! Cash only
please! 4-12

SERVICES
Bathrooms, General Carpentry,
Trim and Doors, Sheetrock and
Repair. Mike 612-578-1611, 651-
762-4705. B-12

Need a handyman?? Any job, big
or small plumbing? Remodeling?
Decks? Etc. Call Dave 612-701-
2272. Competitive prices! 12-12

CONTINUED ON PAGE 12
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651-274-0263 or 651-373-6652

We will Haul away and clean
up just about anything, or if

you need help moving

HAULERS & MOVERS
Floyd Anderson
Concrete Construction

Steps, sidewalks, driveways, patios,
exposed aggregate patios, blockwork,
patching basement & garage floors.

Call 651 644-8567
LICENSED • BONDED • INSURED

S E R V I N G S T .  P A U L

FRANK’S HOME REPAIRS
Residential Projects / Repairs

Frank Durkin   •   651-276-7094

Carpentry - Sheetrocking
Concrete - Tile Work 
Electric - Plumbing

Exterior Drain Tile Systems
Decks - Fencing - Windows

Doors - Mold Abatement
Painting - Demolition - Landscaping

Tree Cutting - Clean-Ups and Hauling

CONCRETE
SIDEWALKS,
STEPS AND 

STUCCO REPAIR

GLASS BLOCK
WINDOW

good for basements
any size

CHIMNEY &
FIREPLACE

WORK
Call Mark Larson
651-642-5090

GARY’S AUTOMOTIVE REPAIR

455 ATWATER ST. • ST. PAUL, MN 55117
651-776-9088 • 651-487-3659

MANAGER
GARY NIPPOLDT

ASST. MANAGER
GREG NIPPOLDT

• Tire Repair
• Tune-Ups
• Brakes
• Exhaust

• Oil Changes
• Air Conditioning
• Computer Diagnosis
• General Repair
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By JANE MCCLURE
A proposal to open a re-en-

try program for offenders at 1394
Jackson St. is raising concerns in
the surrounding North End
neighborhood. Volunteers of
America (VOA) presented its
plans to the District 6 Land Use
Task Force March 27. About two
dozen neighborhood residents
heard the presentation and raised
concerns about how it would af-
fect the neighborhood. The Land
Use Task Force is recommending
that city officials deny any condi-
tional use permit request for the
proposed facility.

The property is in an indus-
trially zoned area, with business-
es and a few residents. The build-
ing has housed offices, an adult
day care center and two restau-
rants, Queen Asia and Vinai
Kitchen. It would cost $750,000
to $1 million to bring the prop-
erty up to VOA standards.

No firm timeline for city re-
view and approval has been set.
Housing as many as 74 people
there would require modification
of a conditional use permit, for a
58-person modification. 

“There are just too many con-
cerns about this,” said Land Use
Task Force Chairman Jeff Martens.
He said the program’s current
Ramsey County facility isn’t as
close to businesses and residences
as the proposed new location is. 

The size of the variance is al-
so a concern for task force mem-
bers, who said that they’d be con-
cerned if the VOA program
moved out and a different pro-
gram and operator moved in un-
der such a large variance.

Paul Odmot and Jim Betten-
dorf of VOA described the plans
as very preliminary. VOA has a
purchase agreement for the Jack-
son Street property. The building
has housed offices, an adult day
care center and restaurants in-
cluding Queen Asia Restaurant
and Vinai Kitchen in recent years.
All but one of the building ten-
ants is under a short-term lease.

VOA has operated social
services programs in the Twin
Cities region for 116 years and
has had a state license to provide
re-entry services since 1969.  A
similar facility VOA has operated
in Roseville since 1985 has been
asked by Ramsey County to relo-
cate, to make way for redevelop-
ment. That facility is less than
two miles from the North End
site. 

VOA runs a similar facility
on Lake Street in south Min-
neapolis. Bettendorf said the
agency has a very good track
record of running programs and
that they haven’t had a negative
impact on the surrounding
neighborhood.

Residents would serve the re-
maining 60 to 120 days of feder-
al prison sentences at the Jackson

Street location. Criminals who
had committed drug offenses
and white collar crimes would be
housed there. No sex offenders
or violent offenders are allowed
in the re-entry program.

Residents would get help
from the VOA with job readiness
and placement, family reunifica-
tion, and housing. “We help peo-
ple become productive members
of society,” Bettendorf said. Resi-
dents have to have their where-
abouts verified 24/7 and follow
strict rules. Unless residents work
at night, they must abide by a 10
p.m. curfew.

He said it is “very uncom-
mon” to have anyone violate the
rules. U.S. Marshals have authori-
ty for enforcement inside the fa-
cility, which would have its own
security staff. St. Paul Police
would have jurisdiction outside
of the facility and could assist in-
side with a joint powers agree-
ment.

Bettendorf said that because
the residents are nearing the end
of their sentences, “They are on
their best behavior now.” No visi-
tors are allowed.

“We monitor people at a
higher level than a halfway house

would,” he said. The site would
be fenced, with security cameras
and 24-hour staffing. Staff is
trained under federal guidelines.

But neighborhood residents
raised a number of concerns. One
is that the proposal flies in the
face of the Arlington-Jackson
Small Area Plan, which recently
was incorporated into a larger
neighborhood plan. The plans
call for job creation in the Arling-
ton-Jackson area. “There was nev-
er any intent for residential use
for the Arlington-Jackson area,”
said North End resident John
Jungwirth.

Others questioned how the
facility would impact property

values, which have declined in re-
cent years. The VOA representa-
tives said that their facilities
haven’t affected surrounding
property values. Nor have the fa-
cilities affected public safety

But the facility would be near
McDonough Homes public hous-
ing and near are least two transi-
tional housing facilities for
women and for men with mental
illness and chemical dependency.
That is raising worries about over-
concentration of transitional
housing facilities and the possi-
bility that if the VOA would move
from Jackson Street, another pro-
gram could come in and take
over the space.

North End weighs proposal for VOA program for offenders

Classifieds
Continued from page 11

RAM Handyman Services -
Good service, reasonable rates,
no job too small. Contact Rich -
651-485-9680 or
rich@ramhandyman.com. 3-13

VACUUM CLEANER
Vacuum Cleaners: Sales, service,
and supplies. Experts since
1952. 666 University & Dale.
651-222-6316. www.a-1vacu-
um.com B-12

WANTED TO BUY
Top Cash Paid! Furniture
(1940’s or older), rugs – pic-
tures – bookcases – collectibles
– Beer items – miscellaneous.
Antiques – 651-227-2469. 5-12

**WANTED** - Old Stereo
Equipment, Hi-fis & Hams.
Andy 651-329-0515. 12-12 

Paying the most for your furni-
ture, dishes, glassware, knick-
knacks, costume jewelry,
antiques, pictures, lamps,
household items, etc., I make
housecalls. Call Mary. 612-729-
3110. 5-12

WINDOWS/SCREENS
Custom making/repairs.
Thermal windows; fix frames,
glazing. Kendall’s—651-489-
3210, 651-776-6996. B-12

“We monitor people at a higher level than
a halfway house would.”

- Jim Bettendorf of the Volunteers of America


