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By JAN WILLMS
Visitors to the St. Paul Ar-

lington High School cafeteria
during the latter part of Novem-
ber might have done a double
take.

They would have stumbled
upon a taped-off murder scene,
complete with body, upon the
stage at the end of the dining
room.

“This whole project is part of
the Bio-SMART Initiative,” said
Mary Hanson, forensic science
teacher at Arlington.  The Bio-
SMART grant, which has been in
place for more than a year, al-
lows many of Arlington’s stu-
dents to be exposed to scientific
fields they might not otherwise
consider for careers. 

“At the end of the last school
year, we voted on a project to
pursue,” Hanson said. “The CSI
theme held the most promise.”

This fall, Hanson, who is al-
so a reserve officer with the St.
Paul Police Department, began
to weave all the forensic science
pieces for a murder case into the
fabric of the entire school, which
houses about 1200 students.

“Two of the custodians
found the victim early the morn-
ing of Nov. 3,” Hanson said. The
body, portrayed by a dummy,
had drops of blood on its neck. 

By measuring the width and
length of the blood drops, it was
determined the victim had been

killed at the scene. 
“There were two drops of

blood from different sources,”
Hanson said. “One drop of
blood was from the suspect.”

She said her forensic science
classes helped create some of the
clues. Math students made a

graph of stride marks to deter-
mine the height of the alleged
killer.

“No pun intended, but they
were dead on,” Hanson said with
a smile.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 3
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Conservatory's Holiday Flower Show

The Holiday Flower Show in the Marjorie McNeely Conservatory is a
ride of senses with hundreds of poinsettias surrounding six carousel hors-
es from Cafesjian's Carousel which began December 6. The Holiday
Flower Show tradition began in 1925 and continues to be the most an-
ticipated and visited flower attraction at the Conservatory today.

Visitors to the St. Paul Arlington High School cafeteria during the latter part of November would have stumbled upon a
taped-off murder scene, complete with body, upon the stage at the end of the dining room. (Photo by Denis Jeong Plaster)

Arlington students rope off an area outside of the school with tire tracks left
by the suspect's vehicle. Students used forensic science to sift through the
evidence to learn more about the crime. (Photo by Denis Jeong Plaster)

‘CSI’ murder mystery
surrounds Arlington
Senior High School



Transitional housing
under review
Two area transitional housing fa-
cilities, in Hamline-Midway and
the North End, have been under
review by the St. Paul Planning
Commission in recent weeks. The
commission’s Zoning Committee
and full commission could vote as
early as December 11 and 19 on a
request from Juel Fairbanks for a
conditional use permit for 1754
Blair Av.  The dwelling has been
used for about 20 years for up to
four women in recovery from
chemical dependency. The permit
would allow the dwelling to house
up to six women at a time. The
permit and a parking variance are
required before the facility can
house the additional residents.

Transition Homes, 1609 Jack-
son St., was granted a conditional
use permit for housing 21 resi-
dents November 14. District 6
Planning Council supported the
request and only one neighbor at-
tended a Zoning Committee pub-
lic hearing to ask questions about
the project.

The Jackson Street building,
which dates from about 1960, has
been used as transitional housing
for many years. It housed persons
with mental and physical disabili-
ties for a long time before becom-
ing a home for women in recovery
from chemical dependency. It
most recently was known as the
Tapestry Center.

Transition Homes Corpora-
tion is buying the property for use
as a facility for 20 residents and
one on-site staff member. It will
house adults with chemical de-
pendency and mental illness is-
sues. Transitions Homes staff ap-
peared before the Zoning Com-
mittee to explain how the proper-
ty is being improved physically
and the rules residents will follow
in a safe, sober environment. 

Conditional use permits are

required for transitional housing
facilities so that city staff, district
councils and neighbors can ask for
various operating conditions and
physical improvements to a facili-
ty. These can range from limiting
the number of residents to requir-
ing adequate off-street parking.

St. Anthony Park
adopts plan
St. Anthony Park is the latest dis-
trict council to have its district
plan adopted, an action the St.
Paul City Council took November
12. The plan outlines a future vi-
sion for the neighborhood includ-
ing goals for future land use, tran-
sit and transportation, parks and
recreation, and residential, com-
mercial and industrial redevelop-
ment. The plan was drafted by the
district council in cooperation
with city Planning and Economic
development (PED) staff and was
recently recommended for ap-
proval by the St. Paul Planning
Commission.

Ward Four Council Member
Russ Stark praised the plan, saying
it is one of the best he has seen.
He said it will serve as a good
guide for the neighborhood for
years to come.

District plans become part of
the city’s comprehensive plan. The
city is working to finish its entire
comprehensive plan, which has to
be submitted to the metropolitan
Council next spring. The compre-
hensive plan was due at year’s end
but the city had to ask for more
time.

District plans are used to
guide future land use and zoning
decisions, to advise various capital
plans and projects, and to obtain
support for funding for neighbor-
hood projects.

Of Monitor area neighbor-
hoods, St. Anthony Park is the last
to complete its district plan. A few
other neighborhoods throughout
the city have plans pending at the
city staff level.

The plan replaces a St. Antho-

ny Park plan adopted in 1983.
District councils are supposed to
adopt new comprehensive plans
every decade but cuts to city plan-
ning staff and grant funding over
the years has made that difficult.

In the current realm of neigh-
borhood planning, some districts
including Hamline-Midway are
updating plans adopted in the
1990s while other districts are still
working on updates to 1980s-era
plans. 

Council awards money
to Como Circulator
Como Park is the beneficiary of
two actions November 5 by the St.
Paul City Council. The council al-
located $150,000 toward the Co-

mo Circulator project, which will
provide three buses for the Como
Campus to provide transportation
to and from the park. City officials
hope the new circulator buses will
ease traffic and parking congestion
at the park.

The funds are coming from a
parks supply and maintenance
fund. The money will be used
along with a federal grant for the
project. The grant of $1.6 million
was approved in 2005 for Como.

The council also accepted a
Metropolitan Council Regional
Parks and Open Space develop-
ment grant for $637,000 toward
the work on the new Como Park
Pool (see related story) and
$503,000 for the design and re-
construction of Eastbrook Drive.

- Compiled by Jane McClure
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By JANE MCCLURE
With just a few weeks left in

2008, St. Paul city officials are
working to balance the 2008
budget and set spending and fi-
nancing plans for 2009. The
council needs to adopt its 2009
budget and levy December 19,
following the December 11
truth-in-taxation public hearing.

But before adopting the
2009 budget and levy, the coun-
cil must also bring 2008’s books
into balance. That means ap-
proving a budget-balancing res-
olution as soon as December
17.

At this point it appears that
the city will  be fi l l ing fewer
budget holes in 2008 than pre-
viously anticipated. Council
members and city staff  have
spent much time in November
discussing options for 2008.
Revenues are down in a number
of areas, including sales tax rev-
enue, hotel/motel taxes, parking
meter revenues and building

permit fees. But revenues are up
in other areas, including para-
medic fees, franchise fees and
vacant building inspection fees.

General fund revenues for
the city for the first 10 months
of 2008 show revenues of
$187.1 million, with spending
at $186.5 million, for a balance
of $620,000. Mayor Chris Cole-
man’s administration would
like to use some of that funding
to address the city’s growing
problem with vacant buildings.

The resolution the City
Council is considering calls for
shifts of $1.470 million in spe-
cial funds and $2.668 million in
the general fund. Those shifts
reflect additional revenue as
well as spending. The bottom-
line change and amount that
must be taken from budget re-
serves is likely to fluctuate be-
fore the council votes on the
2008 balancing measures.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

St. Paul city officials grapple
to balance 2008 budget
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Coupon-Cutouts

2045 Marshall Ave. St. Paul • 651-644-5039

1 FREE TAN
New Customer ONLY

Limit 1 per person. With coupon. Exp. 1/15/09
Suds America Laundromat & Tanning Salon

Purchase 
1 Neptune 
Front Load
Wash & Get

1 FREE
Limit 1 per person. With coupon

Exp. 1/15/09
Suds America Laundromat & Tanning Salon

1 FREE TAN
When you buy a package of 5 ($25 + tax)
Limit 1 per person. With coupon. Exp. 1/15/09
Suds America Laundromat & Tanning Salon

2 FREE TAN
When you buy a package of 10 ($4495

+ tax)
Limit 1 per person. With coupon. Exp. 1/15/09
Suds America Laundromat & Tanning Salon

Drop Off LaundrySame Day Service

Monitor readers: Welcome to Mastel’s

$5.00 OFF
any $40 or more

purchase
with this coupon thru Jan. 15, 2009.

Not valid with any other offers or
juicer purchases.

Vitamins, Minerals,
Supplements, Books,

Homeopathic Remedies,
Herbs, Personal Care,

Vegetable Juicers,
Farm Fresh Eggs,

Gluten Free Ingredients,
Gift Certificates,

Snacks and More!

Give the Gift of Health!

$15
haircut

includes shampoo/conditioning/style                                 

Just mention ad when you call for an appt.

Specializing in color 
and body waxing

1619 University Ave.
full service salon and spa

651.603.8887
no expiration on offer

www.salonelise.com
FREE PARKING

Free Haircut
with any

Color
Application

Buy any 
product, 
get one 
of equal 
or lesser 

value 1/2 OFF

The FOUNDRY Pub
Jackson & Maryland – St. Paul

ONE FREE DRINK
with this coupon & purchase of a like drink
$15 OFF on your Birthday ask for details.

Please Clip & Save with your valuable documents.

Jane Scheidnes
The Art of Organizing
2083 Cohansey Blvd.
651-487-9153

Estate Organizing Services

Following the death of a loved one, I help family members with
the details and documents so they have time to grieve.

The Art of Organizing is insured.  Jane Scheidnes, owner, has been in business
for 11 years, is on the board of directors for NAPO-Minnesota.

“You have such an intuitive sense as to what will help,
and you are such a calming influence.  You are very
good at talking through what needs to be done and

then doing it.” K.T., Roseville

CSI
Continued from page 1

She said that only five peo-
ple in the school knew the iden-
tity of the killer.

“The victim was a stranger
with several aliases,” she noted.
“We gave him the name of Bul-
mer Lemark.”

Some students came up
with a biography for the victim,
placing items in his briefcase
that belonged to him and helped
determine his identity.

“The Junior ROTC has
served as security for the crime
site,” Hanson said.

She said the school princi-
pal, Patty Murphy, has been a
big proponent of the project. 

“She has been known as
Commander Murphy and she
made the first announcement to
the school, informing everyone
of the crime. She has continued
to make announcements as the
case has progressed.”

Hanson said updates on the
case have been announced each
day, and students can sign in and
enter the crime scene to investi-
gate.

“One class is looking for
fibers, and taking photos,” she
said. “We designed this so the
whole school could experience
it.”

U.S. history students have
been competing for places on
the jury, and going through the
process potential jurors go
through. Once the crime has
been solved, a trial is planned.

“The criminal justice class
has divided up into prosecutor
and defense teams,” Hanson ex-
plained. “Their teacher, who is a
real-life attorney, will preside as
judge.”

She said English classes col-
lected handwriting samples from
the suspects and analyzed them
for personality characteristics.

“The human geography class
took full sets of fingerprints,”
she said.

Hanson said several adults
had volunteered to serve as one
of the five suspects in the case.

Environmental science stu-
dents used GPS tracking devices
and figured out coordinates. 

Photography students took
mug shots of the five suspects,
and there have been student-
generated videos on the school’s
website.

“Some classes wrote descrip-
tions of the suspects’ faces, based
on mug shots,” Hanson said.
She said an art teacher used a
faces biometric program that
Hanson has. “They looked
through 4,000 facial characteris-
tics, with 250 different noses and
eye shapes.”

As the investigation contin-
ued, all of the school was
brought into play in some fash-
ion.

A note was left at the scene
of the crime, written in French,
and the French classes translated
it. An anonymous call was made
in Spanish, interpreted by the
Spanish classes.

Hanson said teachers in-
volved with the investigation of
the case wore Special Agent ID
badges and dark sunglasses,
adding a bit of humor to the in-
tensity of the criminal pursuit.

The investigation lasted un-
til Nov. 21, when an arrest was
made. 

CONTINUED ON PAGE 16



By JANE MCCLURE
Midway Center, which has

anchored the southeast corner
of Snelling and University for
50 years, is for sale. Welsh Com-
panies is working with owner
RD Management Corporation
to sell the 15-acre site and its
293,732 square feet of retail
space. The active marketing of
the property was to start in early
December, according to Welsh
Companies Senior Vice Presi-
dent Bob Pounds.

Word of the sale has Uni-
versity UNITED calling for a
joint marketing, sale and plan-
ning process for the Midway
Center property and the adja-
cent 10-acre site that was occu-
pied by many years by Metro
Transit’s Snelling bus mainte-
nance facility. 

UNITED Executive Director
Brian McMahon said the prop-

erties combined, which total
about 30 acres, offer a unique
opportunity for redevelopment.
UNITED has pushed for more
dense, transit-oriented develop-
ment all along the proposed
Central Corridor light rail line.

The UNITED Board passed
a resolution in November call-
ing for the joint sale and a city
planning process, as efforts by
the city to identify private and
public sources of financial assis-
tance for  redevelopment.
McMahon is hoping to meet
with city officials soon to dis-
cuss the UNITED proposal.

Despite a difficult economy,
Pounds said he believes there
will be strong interest in Mid-
way Center.  The Universi ty-
Snelling intersection is a high-
traffic, dense area, surrounded
by strong neighborhoods.

The center is owned by RK

Midway, which is part of RD
Management. The center itself is
more than 90 percent leased,
with tenants including Rainbow
Foods, OfficeMax, Walgreens,
Jo-Ann Fabrics, Foot Locker, Big
Top Liquors,  Family Dollar,
Midway Bowl and several small-
er shops and restaurants. The
pending plan to relocate Wal-
greens and Big Top to new
buildings just east of Snelling is
a plus for a new owner, Pounds
said. Having a grocery store in
place is also important.

The property will be listed
without a price and is tied to as-
sumption of existing debt on
Midway Center. A buyer would
take over the existing mortgage
on the property.

Midway Center is in an area
with more than 1 mill ion
square feet of retail space. Past
UNITED studies have focused

on the amount of retail in Mid-
way Center,  Midway Market-
place and SuperTarget, citing it
as a strength for the area. It’s al-
so next to the proposed Central
Corridor light rail line, which
would be built in the center of
Universi ty  Avenue.  While
Pounds said he personally be-
lieves light rail will be an asset
for a new owner, the potential
downsides include construction
impacts as well as any taking of
property. The current construc-
tion plans call for no property
to be taken from Midway Cen-
ter.

I t ’s  not clear  what new
ownership would mean for a
proposal  to put a home im-
provement store at Pascal and
St. Anthony avenues. In 1998
the city worked with RD Man-
agement to clean up the Pascal-
St. Anthony site, using grants

and tax increment financing to
pay for the $1.6 million project.
In return RD Management
agreed to spend $4.4 million to
redevelop the site, but only if it
could be combined with the
bus barn property.

RD Management obtained
St. Paul Planning Commission
approval in 2007 for a home
improvement retailer at Pascal
and St. Anthony. That project
has languished but the site plan
is valid until June 2009. Zoning
goes with property, not with
ownership, so that plan could
be valid for  a  new property
owner.

The fate of a pending rede-
velopment agreement may be
another matter.  RD Manage-
ment has tried for years to buy
the 9.5 acre former bus mainte-
nance facility southwest of the
center. That property is owned
by Metro Transit and the Metro-
politan Council. A new owner
for Midway Center could be in a
prime position to purchase that
site. RD Management has a re-
development agreement for that
property,  which the St .  Paul
Housing and Redevelopment
Authority (HRA) Board ap-
proved in 2005. The agreement
lapsed in December 2007 but
was renewed in March 2008 for
a period that ends in June 2009.
Renewal of the development
agreement was controversial as
UNITED and area district coun-
cils objected. RD Management
proposed a $12 million retail
development; area groups ob-
jected to what they saw as sub-
urban-style development on a
site that should have more den-
sity. Any reassignment of the
development agreement would
have to go back to the HRA
Board, which is made up of the
City Council.

The Metro Transit site has
been vacant since the bus main-
tenance facility was relocated
several years ago. The buildings
there were demolished in 2002.
Besides the controversy over re-
developing the larger site there
has also been the obstacle of
trying to find Metro Transit a
new east  metro bus mainte-
nance facility site. Without a
new site, council officials con-
tend they cannot give up the
Snelling property.

For the past two decades,
changes proposed for Midway
Center have sparked debate. The
development of frontage lots
for a McDonald’s and Perkins
restaurants was controversial
because of concerns about traf-
f ic .  Various redevelopment
plans f loated in the 1990s
called for office, theater and ho-
tel uses around the center. Alli-
na eyed the bus facility site for
its headquarters several years
ago. the site was also consid-
ered for a National Guard ar-
mory and even for new Metro-
politan Council offices.
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By JANE MCCLURE
Years ago it just wasn’t the

holiday season unless the family
piled into the car or donned
boots and layers of clothing for a
trip out to see brightly lit Midway
businesses. While many area
home owners enjoy decorating
their homes and yards today, for
many years it was businesses that
staged some of the most gaudy
and elaborate lighting displays.
Organizations including the Mid-
way Club (now Midway Cham-
ber of Commerce) would en-
courage businesses and indus-
tries to be all decked out for the
holidays. Some years there were
contests to see which businesses
could put up the best and bright-

est decorations.
This picture is from the Par-

ranto Brothers Shell Service Sta-
tion, which stood at the corner of
University and Syndicate. The
picture, which was found on
eBay and is also in the Minnesota
Historical Society collections, ap-
parently is reproduced from a
postcard or other giveaway items.
(Remember when almost every
business handed out calendars,
blotters, postcards and other free
items in December thanking you
for your patronage?)

Santa, Christmas trees and
what appears to be an elf are
atop the service station, with
what appears to be a little town
at their feet. The building and

grounds are emblazoned with
holiday banners and more lights.
The picture is believed to be from
the late 1940s.

The tradition of businesses
decorating for the holidays is
centuries old. In the days before
electricity, wreaths, garlands of
greens, cardboard decorations,
plaster figurines, woolly snow
blankets and snow made of mica
were common. Even simple holi-
day windows displays helped
draw shoppers at a time when
most people spent their money
close to home.

Electricity turned on the de-
sire to decorate more. The book
Holiday Lights! by David Seid-
man points out that in the early

20th century, big-city retail stores
were among the first to string
lights. But the earliest strings of
lights burned out quickly, mak-
ing them too expensive for most
home owners and small busi-
nesses to use. Seidman points
out that years ago a string of
lights cost $12 - a week’s salary
for millions of Americans. Only
after World War II did more peo-
ple start decorating their homes
and businesses with lights.

Some of downtown St.
Paul’s most elaborate light dis-
plays went up in the late 19th
and early 20th century time
frames. Lights were also strung
downtown for parades and spe-
cial occasions. Typically newspa-
per scribes of the day could not
resist describing the displays as a
wonderland or fairyland. Neigh-
borhood business districts fol-
lowed suit. It wasn’t unusual to
travel University, Rice, Dale or
other business streets and see
garlands and lights strung over-
head.

By the early 20th century the
Midway business owners were
decorating their establishments.

What may have been the Midway
area’s first and brightest light dis-
play was not held at Christmas-
time. It celebrated the installa-
tion of the new electric Universi-
ty Avenue street lights, in May
1921. The Midway Club joined
with area residents and business
owners to stage a daytime parade
of more than 300 decorated
floats and touring cars, which
wound its way through the Mid-
way and both downtown Min-
neapolis and downtown St. Paul.
The lighting ceremony was held
at dusk at Montgomery Ward
where there was a community
dance and military band. News-
paper accounts report that cheers
rang through the neighborhood
at 9 p.m., as the lights went on.

Montgomery Ward, which
was located where Midway Mar-
ketplace is now, had opened its
doors a month before the new
street lights were lit. April 28,
1921 was billed as “Midway’s Big
Night,” when the sparkling new
Midway Montgomery Ward store
opened its doors to the public. 

CONTINUED ON PAGE 16
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Holiday 
memories 
abound in 
Midway

This picture is from the Parranto Brothers Shell Service Station, which stood at the corner of University and Syndi-
cate. The picture, which was found on eBay and is also in the Minnesota Historical Society collections, apparently is
reproduced from a postcard or other giveaway items.

Montgomery Ward, which was located where Midway Marketplace is now,
had opened its doors a month before the new street lights were lit.



By DEBORAH BROTZ 
Is there such a thing as a

match made in heaven? Well, sort
of. That may be the best way to de-
scribe how Hamline United
Methodist Church, at 1514 Engle-
wood Ave., came to open its doors
to the “Old Catholic” Church of St.
Anthony. That’s right: One build-
ing, two churches.

“We’re glad to have them
here,” said the Rev. Patricia Hinker,
pastor of Hamline United
Methodist Church. “It’s a beautiful
church with magnificent stained
glass windows. We’re glad to share
it.”

The idea for the Church of St.
Anthony to share space took hold
the earlier part of this year when

Monsignor Anthony Dinzeo decid-
ed he wanted to open a new parish
for his Old Catholic denomination
here in St. Paul.

“There is no one to go to for
money for expenses to start a
church,” he said. Most churches
around the country are in one or
more denominations. They’re in
the facility of a rented church.”

After getting approval from
Old Catholic Bishop James Judd to
proceed, Dinzeo decided he didn’t
want to go too far from where he
lives in St. Paul to start a parish.

“There was St. Paul’s Episcopal
Church on Summit, but they did-
n’t have a time slot for mass,” he
said. “I went to a couple of Luther-
an churches. Then, a friend men-

tioned checking out the Methodist
Church. Their mission statement is
very similar to our mission state-
ment. They were very happy with
us. Within a week, they made a de-
cision about us using their
church.”

Dinzeo chose the Midway lo-
cation for his church for many rea-
sons.

“I thought it would be good
for Hamline students on campus
who would have a mass at their
disposal,” he said. “It’s good to
be in the Midway. There’s good
access to freeways. It’s close to
the bus line. There’s easy access
to public transportation.”

CONTINUED ON PAGE 7
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Looking for friendly pharmacists
who know your name?

A match made in heaven?

The Catholics join the
Methodists at Hamline
United Methodist

Father Tony Dinzeo of the Old Catholic Church of St. Anthony shares space
with Rev. Patricia Hinker of Hamline United Methodist Church, 1514 En-
glewood Avenue. Dinzeo chose the Midway location for his church for many
reasons. (Photo by Denis Jeong Plaster)



Hamline
United
Methodist
Continued from page 6

The location seems just
about perfect for the church.

“Being on the campus is a
nice place for us,” said Dinzeo.
“They were willing to take us. So
many Protestant churches already
rent to start up churches. We were
very fortunate they didn’t have
anybody.”

Sharing the church space has
worked out well with Hamline
United having their services on
Sunday morning and the Church
of St. Anthony having their serv-
ices at 1 p.m. on Sunday. While
Hamline United will have their
Christmas services on Christmas
Eve at 4 p.m. and 10 p.m., the
Church of St. Anthony will have
Christmas mass at 10 a.m. on
Christmas Day.

“Our first mass was Trinity
Sunday, May 18,” said Dinzeo.
“We’ve had five baptisms at the
church. Because we had to start
from rock bottom with finances,
we had to search for parishes
willing to let us come in and pay
minimal rent. We pay $100 a
month. We had a six-month lease
in the beginning. They were so
impressed with us, they extended
our lease automatically. The rent
barely covers turning on the
lights and heat.”

Many people are not aware
that there are four branches of
the Catholic Church: Roman,
Eastern Orthodox, Episcopal, and
Old Catholic. Old Catholic is dif-
ferent from Roman Catholic.

“It was 1789 when we broke
away from the Roman Catholic
Church due to issues over the in-
fallibility of the Pope and celiba-
cy of priests,” said Dinzeo. “Our
denomination worldwide is very
strong in Europe—Switzerland,
Austria, Holland, Germany—and
now we’re in Italy, Indonesia,
and England. We’re big in Cana-
da but small in this country.”

There are three essential dif-
ferences between Roman Catholi-
cism and Old Catholic Catholi-
cism.

“We don’t recognize the Pa-
pacy,” said Dinzeo. “We have an
option for married clergy and
women priests. About 90 percent
of our clergy are former Roman
Catholic priests and deacons.”

The Church of St. Anthony is
a very inclusive church.

“We do not discriminate
against sexuality,” said Dinzeo.
“Everyone is welcome around the
table of the Lord for Eucharist.
We would not be welcomed at
the Methodist Church unless we
were inclusive. We accept people
for who they are.”

Before he was an Old
Catholic priest, Dinzeo was a per-
manent deacon in the Roman
Catholic Church. 

After his friend, Bishop
Charles Braun, who was a Roman
Catholic priest in Washington,
D.C., decided to switch over to
Old Catholic and was appointed
a bishop, Dinzeo decided to
switch to Old Catholic, too.

“I was a banker at the time,”
he said. “I decided I was going to
become a priest with him. I was
ordained 10 years ago here in St.
Paul. I’m 70 years old and still
working in the ministry. I love it.
I’m a kid at heart. I’ve been in
ministry over 45 years.”

At the State Fair last sum-
mer, the St. Anthony congrega-
tion got to know the Hamline
United parishioners by helping
out at the Fairgrounds dining
hall.

“About 30 of us volun-
teered,” said Dinzeo. “Our
parishioners got to know their
parishioners on a one-to-one ba-
sis.”

The St. Anthony congrega-
tion is pleased to share space
with Hamline United.

“We’re extremely happy,”
said Dinzeo. “We felt very wel-
comed. When we started to work
at the dining hall,  they were
wonderful and accepting of us.
They always say it’s been a bless-
ing to have our congregation in
their church.”

Hamline United feels shar-
ing their church building is part
of their mission.

“We believe the building is
here to serve the needs of the
community,” said Hinker. “Shar-
ing the church space is what we
see as our mission. They pay us a
very modest stipend. We want to
share our building. We see it as a
ministry not a fund-raiser. The
space is worth far more than
what we get for renting it.”

Hinker looks forward to the
partnership with the Church of
St. Anthony continuing.

“Our hopes are that they
find it a meaningful place to
worship,” she said.

Dinzeo hopes to make Ham-
line United their permanent
home.

“I truly believe we can be a
family—an ongoing family con-
tinuing to unite people to come
to worship and be considered a
family,” he said. “We both love
the same God.”
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Sundays:
9:00 and 10:30 Worship
9:00 Sunday School/Adult Bible Class

Christmas Worship
Dec. 24 Lessons and Carols, 4 p.m.
Dec. 25 Worship w/Communion, 10 a.m.

Pastor Bob Benke

The Holiday Flower Show in
the Marjorie McNeely Conser-
vatory is a ride of senses with
hundreds of poinsettias sur-
rounding six carousel horses
from Cafesjian’s Carousel be-
ginning December 6, 2008.
The Holiday Flower Show tra-
dit ion began in 1925
and continues to be the most
anticipated and visited flower
attraction at the Conservatory
today. This year’s show offers a
variety of cultivars new to the
market  including Carousel
Dark Red and Carousel Pink.

This January, Cafesjian’s
Carousel  wil l  celebrate i ts  
95th anniversary and in honor
of that , guest will see six of
the original horses from the
Carousel amongst the poinset-
tias.  In 1914, an enterprising
man named Austin McFadden
paid the Philadelphia Tobog-
gan Company $8,500 to build

a carousel, bring it to Saint
Paul, and assemble it on the
grounds of  the Minnesota
State Fair.   In 1988,  the
Carousel  was saved from 
auction and in the spring
2000,  Cafesj ian’s  Carousel
opened in a new pavilion in
Como Park.  

The poinsettia is a native
to Mexico and was cultivated
by the Aztecs, long before the
arrival of Europeans.  During
the 17th century a community
of Franciscan priests found the
bright red flowers blooming
naturally on the slopes during
the Season of Advent and they
used it to adorn the Nativity
Celebration.   This  custom
soon became a tradit ion
throughout Mexico.  Today
there are over 100 varieties of
the plant and represent over
85% of all potted plant sales
over the holiday season.

Merry-Go tidings at Conservatory’s Holiday Flower Show



By JAN WILLMS
Tall and lean, Nick Garafola

has a quiet demeanor. The Mid-
way resident speaks in measured
tones, enunciating softly as he
speaks about his recently pub-
lished book, “Hot Metal Boys.”

But as he warms to his sub-
ject, his tone takes on a passionate
bent. He is talking about the labor
union movement, and he cites
pension reform acts and dates
with no hesitation.

He talks about company
bankruptcies and corporate re-
structuring and labor contracts
with an intensity that also comes
through in his book.

“Hot Metal Boys,” published
in September of this year, is about
a factory worker who becomes
swept up in a labor strike.

“I never worked for a labor
union,” Garafola said, “but I un-
derstand the value of unions be-
cause they have helped to bid up
the price of labor for all fringe
workers. Most of the benefits I
have, such as an eight-hour work-
day, health care or paid vacations,
came from unions. None came for
free, and I wouldn’t have those to-
day if strikers had not gathered
out on the picket lines.”

Garafola has a degree in jour-
nalism from the University of
Minnesota, and he has worked as
an associate editor for the Utne
Reader. He currently works in the
shoe business.

He started working on his
book in 2005, and he interviewed
people from the steel and airline
industries. 

“I got some first-person narra-
tives from the picket line,” he said.
“People were happy to tell some-
one their stories, what they were
heartened by. They also talked
about broken hopes and dreams,
the promise of a good living wage
and good health care that could
all be jerked away by a bankruptcy
judge.”

Garafola said that even before
he knew about labor strikes, he
knew that he wanted to write
about a working class kid who had

not been stimulated by his job or
education. His main character,
Buck, meets a young woman who
has been active in the labor move-
ment and inspires something in
him.

“As Buck learns how workers
have been marginalized, it’s like a
veil has been lifted,” Garafola said.
“He goes from black and white to
color.”

Garafola also draws from his
interest in muscle cars for part of
the narrative for his novel.

“The title of the book is a
double entendre,” he said. He ex-
plained that the steel mill and the
car club are both components of
the “Hot Metal Boys.”

Buck and his friends have
formed a car club, and spend their
weekends and spare time driving
and fixing up their cars.

“It’s like you could find at
Porky’s, the muscle car lot, on a
Saturday night,” Garafola said.
“Growing up, I went to Porky’s
every weekend.” Garafola has a '77
Nova, 10 years (newer) than the
one the book's protagonist has.

Garafola said he listened in
on conversations as he spent time
at Porky’s, wanting to someday
work that experience into a story.

Although Garafola never
worked in a steel mill, he had a
brother and uncle who did. 

“I think a lot of my passion
about labor came from being dis-
heartened by partisan politics,” he
said. “If people are crying to get
the things they need to survive,
that is what the government
should be about. It has been
about employers, and it should
only really be about employees.”

Garafola said legislation has
allowed companies to underfund
and mismanage pension funds.
Some have stopped funding the
plans altogether. 

He referred to Steve Miller,
currently at the helm of Delphi, a
GM parts manufacturer. 

“The company has been in
bankruptcy since 2005,” Garafola
said. “They were asking for bonus-
es for upper management, then
rushed to bankruptcy to exploit
these benefits. He called Miller,
who also was at the helm of Beth-
lehem Steel, a bankruptcy profes-
sional.

“CEOs are earning 250 times
what the average worker makes,”
Garafola said. He added that the
vast majority of people have been
conditioned to vilify the employ-
ees, who are earning $10 to $15

an hour.
“The idea that a labor contract

is negotiable used to be about
how much employees could get,
not about how much they are will-
ing to give up,” Garafola said. 

He said he believes the cost of
living is going up at a much higher
rate than the government admits. 

“Maybe it has to get real bad
before people wake up,” he
lamented. “That’s how the labor
movement began in the first place.
People had nothing to lose, and
they were fighting for improved la-
bor conditions and improved
pay.”

Garafola said that if organized
labor is going to grow, he believes
it has to go into the ranks of the
white-collar worker.

As he researched his book,
Garafola said he was surprised at
how much information was out
there that he had not learned in
school. 

“It was amazing to me, read-
ing about these historic events,”
he said. “American citizens killing
other American citizens, people
being hanged, leaders of the In-
dustrial Workers of the World be-
ing killed.”

When he began his book,
Garafola could not have known
the big three auto companies
would be in such dire straits when
his book was published, but he
said he thought something might
be happening in the auto industry.
“I knew it would be awhile for the
water to slowly boil,” he said. That
slowly boiling water has erupted
into the auto companies begging
for a bailout.

“I think with a buyout, the ul-
timate goal is to have less of a
health care plan and lower wages,”
Garafola stated. “It’s pure theater
on TV. The Big Three have lobbied
and given hundreds of millions to
Congress.”

Referring back to his book,
Garafola said Buck had to learn,
sometimes painfully, about what
was going on around him and 

CONTINUED ON PAGE 9
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CHURCH OF ST. ANTHONY
Pastor: Fr. Tony Dinzeo

Christmas Day Mass 
at 10 a.m.

Co-located in:
Hamline United Methodist Church

1514 Englewood Avenue
651-224-0617

Email: Tony.429@live.com
“An old Catholic community”

Midway local publishes 
‘Hot Metal Boys’

“Hot Metal Boys,” published by Midway author Nick Garafola in September of this year, is about a factory worker
who becomes swept up in a labor strike.

Next deadline: Jan. 5
Next issue: Jan. 15



By JANE MCCLURE
Employees and supporters of

Advance Shoring can rest easier –
for now. The St. Paul City Council
decided November 26 to postpone
action on a St. Paul Port Authority
request to condemn the longtime
area business’s property. Instead
the Port Authority will set aside its
efforts to obtain the property at
1400 Jackson St. and negotiate
with Advance Shoring officials.

The negotiations are governed
by a confidentiality agreement that
expires in May 2009. That is meant
to give the two sides time to dis-
cuss options. The Port Authority
would like to relocate Advance
Shoring and redevelop its site as
part of the second phase of the Ar-
lington-Jackson Business Park. Ad-
vance Shoring doesn’t want to
move.

Ward Five Council Member
Lee Helgen asked other City Coun-
cil members to approve the delay,
which they did November 26. He
said it would give the two sides
time to discuss options for the
property and for a possible new
home for Advance Shoring. He
said the balance is between want-
ing to retain Advance Shoring and
its jobs, and wanting to continue
the Arlington-Jackson project.

The Port Authority had asked
the St. Paul City Council to use the
power of condemnation or emi-
nent domain to take the Jackson
Street property. Two public hear-
ings this fall drew more than 50
people to speak against the con-
demnation, saying they don’t want
the company to be forced to move
and possibly close. Advance
Shoring, which was founded in
1960, is a company that rents out
heavy equipment for construction
projects. It has been involved in
many of the region’s major con-

struction projects over the past
409-plus years.

Advance Shoring has about
40 employees with wages averag-
ing around $24 per hour.

The Port Authority and city
could condemn the land because
of underlying pollution, caused by
decades of other area industrial
and commercial uses, as well as
past uses of its site. The Advance
Shoring property is near a large
junkyard that neighborhood resi-
dents have pushed for years to get
rid of. Soils in the area contain
lead, petroleum contaminants and
elevated levels of methane. Port
and Advance Shoring representa-
tives debate how dangerous the
pollution levels are; the Minnesota
Pollution Control Agency has stat-
ed that the pollution creates no
immediate health risk.

The pollution cleanup costs
are also being debated. The Port
Authority figures indicate that the
pollution costs are estimated at
$4.8 million, which is more than
the property is valued. Ramsey
County records place the proper-
ty’s 2008 taxable market value at
$2.5 million. The condemnation
action hinges on the pollution is-
sue. recent court cases, as well as
actions by the Minnesota Legisla-
ture, have made it much more dif-
ficult to condemn land for redevel-
opment.

How successful the negotia-
tions are may hinge on which relo-
cation sites Advance Shoring is of-
fered. Company officials have in-
dicated they would like to stay in
St. Paul.

Meanwhile, debate over the
Arlington-Jackson plan itself con-
tinues. The plan was developed by
the District 6 (North End-South
Como) Planning Council years
ago to redevelop blighted and un-

derused land in the area between
Arlington, Interstate 35E, Mary-
land and Jackson. Four light indus-
trial firms came to the area to fill
the first phase of the business
park.

What has changed since the
original Arlington-Jackson plan
was developed is the proposal to
develop land south of Maryland as
a park and nature preserve. That
site has been the focus of planning
and fund-raising by District 6 and
a number of neighborhood resi-
dents. But the residents were frus-
trated recently to learn that Arling-
ton-Jackson plan amendments
they had worked on with city staff,
that would tie the business park to
the nature preserve area, had never
been completed by city planning
staff. Now the focus for the Tri-
Area Block Club and District 6 are
trying to determine what hap-
pened to the plan amendments,
which would have to go through
the Planning Commission and
City Council for review and ap-
proval.
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We’ll make your payments

Hearty 
Home-Cooked
Daily Lunch 

Specials

Mon. thru Fri. 5:30 a.m. - 2:30 p.m.
Sat. 6:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m.
Sun. 6:30 a.m. - 2:00 p.m.

Voted Best Cafeby City Pages!

The Midway Como Monitor is typi-
cally published the second

Thursday-Friday of each month . If
you’re not receiving a timely deliv-

ery call 651-645-7045

Hot metal
Continued from page 8

how it was affecting his life. He
had to move away from the car
club, perhaps losing friends but
growing into the person he knows
he can become.

He admits he used his pro-
tagonist to editorialize a little. 

“It was like a newspaper edi-
tor who publishes a letter that he
can’t write, but it gets the point
across,” Garafola said. 

He may write a next book
about the shoe business, or may
be another coming of age story.
“Maybe a kid out of college, mak-

ing loans for a predatory loan
company. But then some kind of
conscience kicks in.”

He said in writing “Hot Metal
Boys,” he wanted to write the kind
of book he would read.

He also hopes somebody like
Buck will read the book, although
realistically he expects readers are
more likely to be individuals in-
terested in the labor movement.
He is not sure if the narrative
about the car club is sufficient for
car aficionados to be interested,
but he purposely put some shock
value into the first chapter, in
hopes that those into “guy things”
would keep reading.

And he said he very much en-

joyed doing the book.
“I liked going out, talking to

strikers,” Garafola said. “It was
good old-fashioned shoe leather
journalism. I was not on the
phone; I was talking to them
where they were.”

He admitted there were cer-
tain risks in telling this kind of
story. 

“It’s not in the interests of the
powers that be,” he said.

The book, published by 
Cold Piece Books, is available 
at Arise, Common Good Books,
Magers and Quinn, May Day
Books, Micawber’s and Mystery Cat
Books. It can also be purchased
through www.hotmetalboys.com.

City Council agrees to negotiate for Advance Shoring property

The St. Paul City Council decided November 26 to postpone action on a St.
Paul Port Authority request to condemn the longtime area business’s property.



Saturday Club at Hamline
Midway Library 
The new Saturday Club at Ham-
line Midway Library will begin
in January 2009!  The Saturday
Club is a place for kids to meet
friends and participate in fun ac-
tivities around different themes
each month.  Upcoming dates
are:

January 10, 1-3 p.m.: games
for grades k-5; January 24, 1-3
p.m.: game day for grades 5-8;
February 14, 1-3 p.m.: creative
activities for grades k-5; Febru-
ary 28, 1-3 p.m.: creative activi-
ties for grades 5-8.

Stop by the library for more
details or to suggest an activity!

Other events and activities
at the Hamline Midway Library
include:

Celebrate Edgar Allen Poe’s
200th birthday at the Hamline
Midway Library on Wednesday,
January 7, 2009, at 7 p.m.  Pro-
fessional character actor Jake
Esau portrays scenes from Poe’s
life and selections from his
works.  Bring the family.

Join us by the fireside for
another Fireside Reading Series
five Thursdays in January and
February. Author Julie Kramer
kicks off the series on Thursday,
January 15, 2009 at 7 p.m.  She
will read from her impressive
debut thriller, Stalking Susan.

Regular storytimes are of-
fered every week. Toddler and
preschool storytimes are Fridays
at 10:30 am.  Bedtime story-
times are Tuesdays at 7 p.m.  

Share age appropriate books
and toys with your child from
birth to 5 years at Play & Learn
Storytimes on Saturday, January
10th and February 14th, 2009
from 10:30 a.m.-12 p.m.  No reg-
istration required.  Provided by
Resources for Child Caring.

Community Foundation
gives gifts, recognition
The North End Community
Foundation of Saint Paul gave
their annual Gifts & Recognition
at the Dec. 3rd NEBA noon meet-
ing and holiday luncheon at the
Klub Haus. The cash awards to-
talled $5,000. President Tom
Fashingbauer and board mem-
bers announced the following 10
non-profits as giving outstanding
service to the North End commu-
nity this year:

North End Elementary;
Open Cities North End Health
Center; North End-South Como
Block Nurse Program; St.
Bernard’s High School; SPARC;
Washington Middle School;
Naval Junior ROTC at Arlington
High School; Keystone Commu-
nity Service—Food Shelf; Arling-
ton High School, and District 6
Planning Council.

This foundation, founded in
2000, has a mission of “con-
tributing to a progressive and

meaningful future through serv-
ice to our children, families and
communities.” Contributions are
welcome. Their address is 197 W.
Geranium Ave., St. Paul, MN
55117.

Speech Craft Course by
Viking Toastmasters
The course is presented by
Vikings Toastmasters.  This
course will help you develop
communication skills used in
everyday life: work, social, and
community activities.

The course is registered with
Community Education, Class
#5693 EA.   The class meets at 7
p.m. to 8:30 p.m. on Wednesday,
at the Arlington High School,
1495 Rice Street, Room 1710,
starting January 28, 2009 for
eight weeks.  The cost is $48, in-
cluding all materials. 

For more information call
Nancy or Les at 651-735-3953, or
Dan at 651-483-5190.

District 6 hosts Open
House December 13
District 6 Planning Council is
hosting an Open House on Sat-
urday December 13th from 1 to
3 p.m. Find out ways you can be-
come involved in your commu-
nity, get information on Crime
Prevention, Community Building
and Block Clubs. Find out exactly
what a District Council does.

District 6 and District 10 are
hosting a Senior Resource Fair.
Please join us on December 15,
2008 from 1 to 3 p.m. at Arbor
Point.

Don’t forget the District 6
Planning Council meetings are
back at 1021 Marion Street-Rice
Street Recreation Center (middle
doors) beginning January 2009!
Hope to see you there. District 6
hopes you and yours have a safe
and happy holiday season.

Living/Giving Study 
at Jehovah Church
Pastor Timothy Kinne, Executive
Assistant to the president of the
MN South District of The
Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod
(LCMS), will wrap up the month-
long “Consecrated Stewards -
Giving Life to the Next
Generation” study at Jehovah
Lutheran Church with his mes-
sage at the 10:30 a.m. Sunday
worship on Dec 14. The study
has focused on the “need of the
giver to give,” “enriching our
Biblical awareness of steward-
ship,” “cheerful living/giving,”
and awareness of “how God’s
grace abounds in our life.” A
Celebration Luncheon at noon
follows the worship. Jehovah
Lutheran church is at the corner
of Snelling and Thomas.

North Korea 
hunger project
“Giving Hope and Healing to the
Hungry of North Korea” is the
theme of the current world
Hunger project at Jehovah
Lutheran Church. Specifically the
congregation is gathering funds
to replace plastic on greenhouses
at Tuberculosis (TB) hospitals
and rest homes served by
Christian Friends of Korea (CFK)
in North Korea. Sunday School
children made banks for mem-
bers to take home to gather funds
especially on “Thankful
Thursdays.” Food grown in the
greenhouses accounts for 60-70%
of the diet of the TB patients and
is essential to their healing.
Replacing plastic on one green-
house costs $35. CFK works
closely with North Korean offi-
cials and visits the north three to
four times a year to monitor the
delivery of goods and plan for
future needs. For more informa-
tion call Dawn at 651-644-1421.

Master Singers perform
at St. Bernards Church
The Master Singers from Eau
Claire, Wis., will perform a
Festival of Lessons & Carols at
The Church of St. Bernard, 187
Geranium Ave. W. on Saturday,
Dec. 13th at 7 p.m. There is free
admission, but there will be a free
will offering for the St. Vincent de
Paul Society. This will be the
third year for the popular group
appearing at St. Bernard’s, and
everyone is welcome.

Toys For Tots at 
Dean’s Tavern
Dean’s Tavern at 1986 Rice St.

will collect for Toys For Tots all
day, Sat., Dec. 13. Raffles for
prizes will be held all day also,
and at 6 p.m. karaoke and a beer
special will start. For further
information, call 651-488-6868.

December activities at
Rice St. Branch Library
The Rice Street Branch Library
has many activities planned
for December. Please stop in and
join us!

The library will offer family
story times on Tuesdays and Fri-
days from 10:30–11 a.m. Join
Rice Street’s storytelling experts
for stories, finger plays, rhymes,
and songs. All ages welcome.

A Bilingual Spanish-English
story time will be offered on Fri-
day, Dec. 19 from 10:30-11 a.m.

A Saturday Movie Mati-
nee will be shown at 2 p.m. every
Saturday in December. Please
stop in or call the library at 651-
558-2223 to learn which movie

will be shown each week.
Teens in Action will meet on

Tuesdays and Fridays from 4:15 -
5:15 p.m. Get involved, get con-
nected! Campfire Teens In Action
hosts activities that help you
make your community better.
Ages 12 & up.

Teen Time will be offered
Wednesdays from 3:30-5
p.m. Join us for a rotating roster
of activities each Wednesday!
Book clubs, board games, video
games, & crafts are just a few of
the activities teens can do. 

The Runescape Club will
meet on Thursdays from 3:30-5
p.m. Each week it’s nothin’ but
Runescape. Bring your friends!

The library will offer a Sen-
ior Social Time on Thursdays
from 1:00-2:30 p.m. Join friends,
neighbors or other older
adults for a rotating variety of di-
versions, including wii, bin-
go, card games, and other activi-
ties.

Free Foreclosure Counseling
will be offered by the Saint
Paul Department of Planning
and Economic Development on
Wednesdays from 12:30-6:30
p.m. No appointment is neces-
sary.

Free Job Search Assistance
will be offered by a consultant
from Goodwill-Easter Seals on
Friday Dec 12 from 10:30 a.m.-
12:30 p.m. No appointment is
necessary. 

The STARS Homework Help
Center is a quiet place for stu-
dents of all ages to work on
schoolwork.  If you need help
with homework or would like to
be a Homework Helper, please
visit STARS Monday through
Thursday from 3-7 p.m.

The Read with Me literacy
program is still accepting appli-
cations! If you know of a child in
1st, 2nd or 3rd grade who needs

help with reading or writing, or if
you would like to tutor a child in
the Read with Me program,
please visit any branch of the
Saint Paul Public Library to com-
plete an application or call 651-
266-7437 for more information.

The Rice Street Library is lo-
cated at 1011 Rice Street between
Lawson and Hatch. Hours are
Monday, Wednesday, Thursday,
12:30-9 p.m.; Tuesday 10 a.m.-9
p.m.; and Friday and Saturday, 10
a.m.-5:30 p.m.  The library will
be closed Wednesday and Thurs-
day, Dec 24 & 25 and Thursday,
Jan 1 for the Christmas and New
Year’s holidays. The library will
be open 12:30-5:30 p.m. on
Wednesday Dec. 31.

For more information
about these events, contact
the Rice Street Branch Library at
651-558-2223.

‘Good Habits’ on 
Elders program
On January 13 at 11:30 a.m.,
“Exercise Some Good Habits”
will be the topic presented by
Debbie Hanka, a physical thera-
pist and Health and Wellness
Coordinator at Wilder
Community Services for the
Elderly, at a luncheon for HM
seniors at 1514 Englewood Ave.
A free will donation is asked for
the meal.  Call the office of
Hamline Midway Elders 651-209-
6542 to make reservations and
request free transportation.  If
you are a senior, caregiver or
neighbor and would like infor-
mation about our services, visit

HM Elders has a variety of vol-
unteer opportunities available
including daytime driving and
snow shoveling.
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2008 budget
Continued from page 2

Council President Kathy
Lantry said she is pleased that the
2008 budget shortfalls appear to
be coming in lower than anticipat-
ed. “It’s not as bad as we thought
it was going to be,” she said.

Office of Financial Services
(OFS) Director Margaret Kelly told
council members that the admin-
istration and city departments are
carefully tracking spending. That
has helped reduce anticipated
gaps. The administration is ap-
proving expenditures of more
than $5,000 and is reviewing
every city vacancy before replace-
ments are hired.

Financial Services staff is also
carefully following revenue
sources. One issue that is being
tracked closely is sales tax revenue,
from the city’s half-cent sales tax.
Even though the 2008 budget was
planned with an anticipated
bump for the Republican National
Convention, that didn’t happen,
said Todd Hurley of OFS. “We did
not foresee the dramatic decline in
retail sales in St. Paul.” He said the

revenues will be about $800,000
below projections.

One big impact on the 2008
budget is fringe benefits, which
are over budget in seven depart-
ments. This is attributed in part to
not having employee benefit set-
tlements reflected in the 2008
budget, as well as police and other
staff overtime related to the Re-
publican National Convention.
The largest fringe benefit increase
that has to be covered is for the
Police Department, at $612,721,
with Fire Department fringes
needing an additional $426,195.
Still, the police budget hole is
smaller than the $1.6 million ini-
tially projected for that depart-
ment alone.

Some special fund changes al-
so are tied to the RNC, as the city
anticipates receiving federal funds
to cover expenses incurred before
and during the convention.

Of city departments, the De-
partment of Safety and Inspec-
tions (DSI) has the largest budget
hole, of about $1.7 million. Much
of that can be addressed by a com

CONTINUED ON PAGE 16
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RICE STREET HARDWARE
1110 Rice Street (3 Blocks So. of Maryland)

651-488-4064 • Fax 651-487-8517
www.ricestreet.doitbest.com

Window Repair
Sharpening Services

Cut Keys 
Cut & Thread Pipe

Sale ends 12/24/08

Hours: Mon.-Fri. 8am-9pm, Sat. 9am-7pm, Sun. 9am-5pm

If you have Medicare Part D Prescription Drug coverage questions,
call for an appointment with one of our specialists

1685 RICE ST., ROSEVILLE • 651-488-0251

Happy Holidays from the Staff
at Setzer Pharmacy

PRE CHRISTMAS SALE
25%to 40%OFF

Selected Gift Items
For the whole family

ON NOW! ON NOW!

Prices good thru 12/23/2008

LARGE SELECTION OF:
• Bath Aids • Aids for Daily Living • Walking Aids 

• Incontinence Supplies • Hospital Bed and Wheelchair Rentals

Christmas on the North End



By JANE MCCLURE
Anaerobic digestion and the

production of biogas could keep
Rock-Tenn recycling paper for
years to come, if a recommenda-
tion approved November 29 by
the St. Paul City Council becomes
reality. The council unanimously
capped for than a year’s debate by
endorsing a proposal brought for-
ward by the Rock-Tenn Communi-
ty Advisory Panel (RCAP) and a St.
Paul Port Authority-led consulting
team.

The council vote, following
public testimony in support of the
proposal, drew applause from the
more than 40 people on hand for
a public hearing and vote. The next
step in the process is for the Port
Authority to seek a federal loan
guarantee to move the project for-
ward.

The anaerobic digestion facili-
ty would be built in rural Min-
nesota and would use either agri-
cultural wastes as fuel. Animal ma-
nure, sugar beets or stillage left
from ethanol production are
among the fuels that have been cit-
ed as possibilities. The rural facility
would use anaerobic digestion to

generate biogas, which could then
be processed and put into the nat-
ural gas pipeline system. While the
biogas wouldn’t be piped directly
to Rock-Tenn, it would allow the
Midway paper recycler to use ener-
gy credits to buy down the costs of
natural gas it would use on-site.

Currently the plant is burning
a mixture of fuel oil and natural
gas, at a ratio of 75 percent to 25
percent. The production of biogas
would allow that ratio to be re-
versed.

“There’s still a lot that has to
be done to make anaerobic diges-
tion work,” said Ward Four Coun-
cil Russ Stark. But he is pleased
that an option that has widespread
community support emerged from
the months of sometimes emo-
tional debate over Rock-Tenn’s
need to preserve 475 jobs versus
concerns about air pollution and
health impacts of some possible
fuels.

Stark noted that while there
was “very little trust” in the RCAP
study process initially, the result is
one of the few cases where “the
most environmentally friendly op-
tion also turns out to be the most

economic option.”
One of the flashpoints during

the months of debate over Rock-
Tenn was whether refuse-derived
fuel should be used at Rock-Tenn,
as some early studies had suggest-
ed. Stark said he never wanted to
see refuse-derived fuel considered.
“I’m glad we didn’t get to the point
where we had to have that discus-
sion,” he said.

But with refuse-derived fuel
off of the table in favor of biogas
or other biomass options, the testi-
mony November 19 was largely
positive. “This has been a real
team effort,” said Port Authority
Director of Development Lorrie
Louder.

Rock-Tenn’s energy situation
was affected by the construction of
the new Xcel Energy High Bridge
plant. In summer 2007 Xcel’s work
to decommission the old plant
meant that the steam line to Rock-
Tenn was shut down. The new
plant, which will operate on an in-
termittent basis, doesn’t have the
capability to generate and pipe out
steam.

The 2007 Minnesota Legisla-
ture earmarked funds to set up the

RCAP process. The panel included
representatives of labor, Midway
businesses and four district coun-
cils: Union Park, Hamline-Mid-
way, St. Anthony Park and
Macalester-Groveland.

The group looked at a num-
ber of energy options, even visiting
several sites, before supporting
anaerobic digestion as the top
choice. The choice was also en-
dorsed by the four district coun-
cils.

Louder said the notion of an
off-site anaerobic digestion facility
is very different from what was
contemplated for Rock-Tenn at
first. Many people assumed a new
facility would have to be built at
the plant or elsewhere in the West
Midway industrial district. The

proposed anaerobic digestion fa-
cility would be built by private in-
vestors, with assistance from the
Port Authority.

“Keep this plant open,” said
Bob Ryan, a 28-year Rock-Tenn
employee. His family has worked
at the plant for three generations.
“Please support us on this issue.”

Area residents who had
fought the burning of garbage
praised the process and the out-
come. Several thanked Pete Klein,
who led the Port Authority team.
“We’ve kept in mind that this is
about keeping a paper recycling fa-
cility with good jobs open,” said
Neighbors Against the Burner
(NAB) co-founder Nancy Hone.
But it is also about protecting pub-
lic health. She said NAB members
were pleased that their concerns
were listened to during the RCAP
study process.

Merriam Park resident Bev
Ferguson said the Rock-Tenn stud-
ies are a good example of how
people can work together on an is-
sue. “My response at first was that
we should burn garbage,” Fergu-
son said. Then as she and others in
NAB got more involved in the
Rock-Tenn debate, “we learned just
how complex the issues are.”

Hone said that NAB intends
to stay involved in the Rock-Tenn
issues until the new plant is built.
The group also wants to stay active
in efforts toward zero waste dis-
posal in St. Paul, encouraging
more recycling and reuse of
garbage. NAB is also likely to con-
tinue to monitor the fate of refuse-
derived fuel produced at Newport
from garbage collected in Ramsey
and Washington counties. The
counties’ contract with Xcel Energy
for that waste stream ends in 2012.
NAB members believe there will
be pressure to burn the fuel else-
where.

The November 19 council
vote means an end – at least for
now – to the RCAP process. If
anaerobic digestion and two other
recommended options don’t work
out as a fuel source, it’s possible
that the panel could be recon-
vened to discuss other options. But
most of those involved in the
Rock-Tenn issue believe that anaer-
obic digestion will prove to be a
feasible option.

The RCAP web site,
www.rtadvisory.org, will remain
online and be maintained by St.
Anthony Park Community Coun-
cil. But it will not be updated. No
will the RCAP listserv, which host-
ed many lively debates over the
past year, be updated. Additional
inquiries on the project are to be
directed to the St. Paul Port Au-
thority.
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Central Baptist Church
420 Roy Street N., St. Paul

651-646-2751
www.centralbaptistchurch.com
Dr. Ronald Saari, Senior Pastor

Daily Child Care 6:30 a.m. - 6:00 p.m.
Care for children ages 6 weeks - pre-kindergarten

Call 651-646-2846

SUNDAYS AT CENTRAL
9:15 a.m. Sunday School

Classes for all ages
10:30 a.m. Worship 

Mix of Traditional and Contemporary
6:00 p.m. Ekklesia Ministry - Ministry to Young Adults

Sunday, December 21, 10:30 a.m.
Christmas Musical, “All Is Calm, All Is Bright”

presented by Worship Choir, Soloists, Instrumentalists

Wednesday, December 24, 11:00 p.m.
“Candlelight Carol Service”

December 28, 10:30 a.m.
Anna, the Prophetess portrayed by Janet Hanson

Wednesday Night Activities
5:30 - 8:00 p.m.

Supper 5:30 - 6:30 p.m.
No Wednesday Night Activities December 24 and 31

See website for details of Youth and Children’s Activities

Biogas could keep 
Rock Tenn in business 
for many years to come

Anaerobic digestion and the production of biogas could keep Rock-Tenn re-
cycling paper for years to come, if a recommendation approved November
29 by the St. Paul City Council becomes reality.



By JANE MCCLURE
The debate over public art at

Central Corridor light rail stations
continues, if October 22 votes are
any indication. Not all council
members like paying $2.8 million
for train station public art. Not do
council members support letting
area residents and business own-
ers have a say in which artists de-
sign individual stations.

The council voted 9-6 to ap-
prove contracts with five artists to
incorporate public art in 15
planned light rail stations. Al-
though the public art cost is only
a fraction of the projected $914.8
million Central Corridor budget,
the split vote reflects ongoing de-
bate as to whether money should
be spent on public art at all.

The light rail project plans
approved by the council in Febru-
ary and September do include
public art, said Jim Alexander of
the Central Corridor Project Of-
fice. The Federal Transportation
Administration (FTA) does rec-
ommend that art be part of transit
projects and gives extra weight to
projects incorporating public art.

“Are you aware of any light
rail lines with no public art com-
ponent?” said Metropolitan
Council Chair Peter Bell.

Alexander said he has looked
into that question. It’s his under-
standing that most if not all of
the current light rail projects do
have a public art component. For
the Hiawatha light rail line, pub-
lic art costs made up about .5 per-
cent of the $713 million budget,
totaling $3.5 million.

For Central Corridor, there is
a total of $3.7 million budgeted
for all public art for the project or
.4 percent of the total project
budget. Of that amount $2.8 mil-
lion is set aside for the stations.

For the station designs five
artists were chosen. Each will de-
sign three of the 15 planned sta-
tions. This total doesn’t include
the infill stations at Hamline,
Western and Victoria, which will
be built later.

Each artist cannot exceed a
total of $560,000 for his or her
work. The artists are to complete
preliminary work by May 2009,
and can spend no more than
$100,000 each or a total of
$500,000.

But some council members
continue to be concerned about
the cost of public art, especially its
ongoing maintenance. The coun-
cil’s Transportation Committee al-
so split, 5-3, on the artists’ con-
tracts when its members voted
earlier in October.

Council Member Annette
Meeks noted that some of the art
installed at Hiawatha stations has
been costly and difficult to main-
tain. “We have a very strong con-
cern about maintenance,” Alexan-
der said.

Central Corridor Project Di-
rector Mark Fuhrmann, who also
led the Hiawatha Corridor proj-
ect, said he isn’t aware of how
much it has cost to maintain the

Hiawatha public art. But he noted
staff has spent a “significant”
amount of time repairing and re-
placing interactive art, which has
been repeatedly vandalized. No
interactive art projects are
planned along Central Corridor.

Some of the installations
along Hiawatha have also been
criticized by Metropolitan Coun-
cil members because replacement
pieces are expensive to fabricate.
Persons with disabilities have
complained that having every sta-
tion be designed differently cre-
ates challenges for access. Alexan-
der said the Central Corridor sta-
tions will all have a consistent de-
sign.

But that consistency drew fire
earlier this year. Local elected offi-
cials on the central Corridor’s
Corridor Management Commit-
tee complained about what some
saw as stark station designs and
questioned how much art could
be incorporated into each station.
The stations are long and narrow.
Most will be built in the middle
of the street.

Spending money on art was
one issue. How the artists are as-
signed and selected is another.
On a voice vote October 22 the
council rejected the idea of letting
neighborhood groups along the
11- mile light rail line have a say
as to which artists design which
rail stations. Instead, the artists
have been assigned by Central
Corridor project staff. The selec-
tions were based on submissions
during the competition for one of
the five artists spots.

The District Councils Collab-
orative (DCC), a group of St. Paul
district councils and Minneapolis
neighborhood associations along
the 11-mile light rail line, had
pushed for neighborhood groups
to have a say in which artists de-
sign which stations. DDC Chair
Anne White said the artists cho-
sen by Metropolitan Council
could then meet with neighbor-
hood groups before they are as-
signed to specific stations.

Metropolitan Council mem-
ber Kirsten Sersland Beach repre-
sents several neighborhoods
along Central Corridor and chairs
the Central Corridor Citizens Ad-
visory Committee. She asked that
the artists’ assignments be provi-
sional, until there is time to do a
community visioning process for
each station. Sersland Beach said
she has heard from the DCC and
several community members
wanting a choice of artists. The
deadline for each station area art
advisory committee was extended
into mid-November, so that more
applicants for each group could
be found. The committees are to
start their work this month.

But other Metropolitan
Council members said that could
be a lengthy process, which could
set the light rail project back sev-
eral months. They suggested in-
stead that community groups 

CONTINUED ON PAGE 15
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Greetings To All
Peace and joy, health and happiness...
May all things that embrace the spirit
of the season, be yours to experience!

Thank-You for your continued support!

Janice Rettman
Ramsey County Commissioner, District 3

Prepared and paid for by the Rettman Volunteer Committee, Ramsey County
Commissioner, P.O. Box 17063 Rice Street Station, Saint Paul, MN 55117,

Joyce Haselmann, Treasurer

Debate over 
public art along
Central Corridor
continues

ADVERTISE!



Monitor Want Ads are now $1
per word with a $10 minimum.
Send your remittance along with
your ad to Monitor Classifieds,
Iris Park Place, 1885 University
Avenue, Ste. #110, St. Paul, MN
55104. Classifieds must be pre-
paid via cash, check, or credit
card. Classified ads can be e-mailed
to denisw@aplacetoremember.com.
Want ads must be in the Monitor
before January 5 for the January
15 issue. Call 651-645-7045 for
more information. Your classi-
fied ad will also be automatically
placed on the Monitor’s website
at www.MonitorSaintPaul.com

BATHROOMS
Bathroom/kitchens!! Basement
finishing. Bad water pressure?
Sinks, toilets and tub/surrounds,
etc. Ceramic tile. Basement bath-
rooms installed. Call 612-275-
9815. 12-08

BUY AND SELL
“**Wanted** HiFi Consoles, Old
Stereo Gear, Big Spkrs, Ham
Radios, homemade audio gear,
ETC. Need Not Work Andy 651-
329-0515. 7-09

Vintage 1900-1949 lights, house
hardware, doors, tubs, radiators,
etc. Also furniture hardware. 651-
644-9270. 20% off with ad. 12-08

CARPET INSTALLATIONS
Professional carpet installations.
Repairs – restretches. 30 yrs. Exp.
Ward 651-774-3738. 1-09

COMPUTER SERVICES
Joe’s Friendly Computer Help.
Home, business visits to help you
with computer trouble shooting,
maintenance, email, internet, net-
work, purchasing advice, upgrades,
set-up, tutoring, and more!
Computer experience since 1975.
Bachelor’s Degree, Computer
Science, University of MN.
Reasonable rates. Life-long Midway
resident. Contact: 651-528-1533,
joezastrow@hotmail.com. 2-09

CONCRETE WORK
Goodmanson Construction.
Concrete experts since 1971.
Steps, driveways, walls, base-
ment and garage floors. Call
NOW! 651-636-4996,
www.goodmansonconstruction
.com B-08

EMPLOYMENT
Looking for delivery carriers to
deliver the Monitor approximate-
ly 3 to 4 hours per month. Pay by
route. Also looking for contract
carriers for work two or three
times a week. Great for supple-
mental income! Call 763-432-
6047, ask for Lloyd. 12-08

HAULING
Cleanups—all types and haul-
aways. No restrictions or limits.
15 years experience.  All
Handyman Services, Richard—
651-274-0263, 651-373-6652. B-

08

HOUSECLEANING
Need help cleaning your house?
Call Francisca, 651-285-0416.
Good services, reasonable rate. 12-

08

LANDSCAPE
The Best Landscape Design Service
- #1 on Angie’s List. Retaining walls,
walks & patios, grading, sodding,
trees/shrubs/plantings, ponds;
Bluhm Brothers Landscaping, Inc.
651-227-2584. B-08

LAWN SERVICE
Leaf clean-up/gutter clean-up,
from $60. Call for free quote.
651-343-3944. 11-08

PAINTING
Painting/Repair—Interior/Exterior.
Best workmanship, price guaran-
teed. Insured. 651-699-2832. B-08

Odd jobs, painting, wallpaper
removal, snow removal, per time,
per season, Jim 651-698-0840. B-

08

Interior/exterior painting, enam-
eling, plaster patching, free esti-
mates. Bob. 651-633-5565. 12-08

PIANO TUNING
Quality piano tuning and repair.
Reasonable rates. Call Robert
Clough @ 612-722-7586 or e-
mail: robtclough@aol.com. 11-09

RENTAL
For Rent: 41xx 39th Ave. S.3BR, 2BA,
fncd yd, garage$1250+dep+gas &
elec612-701-2272. 1-09

SERVICES
RAM Handyman Services LCC.
Good service, reasonable rates,
“no job too small.” Rich – 651-
485-9680 – or
www.ramhandyman.com. 6-09

Chimney Repairs – Phil Larson
Construction. Family business
since 1957. 612-414-4612. B-08

Professional Exterior and Interior
Painting, wall repair and plaster-
ing; ceiling texturing, wallpaper-
hanging, moderate prices; free
estimates, licensed, bonded,
insured; Merriam Park Painting,
651-224-3660, 651-552-2090. B-

08

SHOPPING
DON’T HAVE TIME TO SHOP
FOR CHRISTMAS? I will do it for
you and take all the stress away
from you. Give Mary a call at 651-
644-5354 and I will take your list,
get everything on it, wrap it and
deliver it to you. Don’t wait! Call
now! 12-08

CONTINUED ON PAGE 15
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Jesus Solorio- Guzman is a first grader in Ms. Mahin’s
class who always has a very positive attitude towards
everything in school. He is a good friend to everyone
and is always willing to be a helper. Jesus is the perfect
example of a Peacebuilder. He tries his best at all his
schoolwork and turns in his homework everyday. He is
polite to adults and is respectful to everyone. He is
definitely a Star Student! 

Congratulations to Jesus Solorio-Guzman and her
family on her selection as New Spirit School’s Star
Student of the Month. 

New Spirit’s Star Student of the month receives a $25 gift certificate for a local bookstore.

New Spirit School offers small class sizes, a content-rich curriculum, and a
focus on character education. New Spirit School currently has openings for 
K - 8 students. For more information on our tuition free K - 8 program please

CALL 651-225-9177
260 Edmund Avenue (One block west of Marion Street) 

New Spirit School’s

STAR STUDENT

This month we honor,
Jesus Solorio-Guzman

The Best Steak House
Greek Family Restaurant 35 years in St. Paul

860 University Avenue
651-228-0310

Daily Specials*
Monday

Chopped Sirloin  . .$4.95
Tuesday

14 oz. Steak Filet . .$9.25
Wednesday

Steak Burger  . . . . .$4.40
Thursday

Chopped Sirloin  . .$4.95
Friday

14 oz. Steak Filet . .$9.25
Saturday

Steak Burger  . . . . .$4.40
Sunday

14 oz. Steak Filet . .$9.25
* Served with Salad, Baked Potato and

two pieces of Texas Toast.

16 oz.

T-Bone
Dinner
$11.95 Desserts $1.00

Get in the Spirit with a Free Concert 
by The Master Singers from Eau Claire

Festival of Lessons & Carols
Sat., Dec. 13, 7:00 p.m.

Free will offering for St. Vincent de Paul Society
Church of Saint Bernard

187 Geranium Ave. W.
www.stbernardstpaul.org

www.MonitorSaintPaul.com



LRT art
Continued from page 13

work closely with the artists, who
were assigned to specific stations
by a selection committee. That’s
already spelled out in the artists’
request for proposals and project
contracts, which call for working
with the community and hold at
least three community meetings.
Final designs are each station are
due in May 2009.

“Artists are required to par-
ticipate in a public involvement
process,” said Alexander. Each
station will have a community
task force with input on design.

Bell said there will be com-
munity input and that he would
ensure that the community’s
voice is heard when art is de-

signed for each station. “This
will not be a hollow or toothless
exercise,” he said.

Eighty-seven artists from
around the world sought the
Central Corridor contracts. That
field was winnowed to 1-0
artists, with five chosen. The five
are Seitu Jones, a Frogtown resi-
dent, will design the Rice, Dale
and Lexington stations. 

Minneapolis resident Janet
Lofquist will design the 10th
Street, Capitol East and 29th
Street station in Minneapolis.
Nancy Blum, who is from New

York, will design the Fairview,
East Bank and West Bank sta-
tions.  Mykelbust and Sears,
artists  based in Stockholm,
Wisc., will design the Union De-
pot, Raymond and Westgate sta-
tions. Roberto Delgado, who is
from Los Angeles, will design
the Fourth and Cedar, Snelling
and Stadium Village stations. All
of the artists were chosen be-
cause of their past public art ex-
perience and ability to use
durable materials. Almost all
have designed transit station
public art.

Classifieds
Continued from page 14

SNOW REMOVAL
Residential, from $60 per month.
Call for free quote. 651-343-
3944. 1-09

Snow/Ice Removal, driveways,
sidewalks, rooftops. Also interior
painting. Kevin—651-699-2832.
B-08

VACUUM CLEANER
Vacuum Cleaners: Sales, service
and supplies. Experts since 1952.

666 University @ Dale. 651-222-
6316. www.a-1vacuum.com 1-09

VOCAL LESSONS
Vocal/drama coach in the Como
neighborhood. Voice lessons for
music theatre and interpretation
technique. Florence Schaffer. 651-
488-2212. 12-08

WANTED TO BUY
Paying the most cash for your fur-
niture, dishes, glassware, knick-
nacks, costume jewelry, antiques,
pictures, lamps, household items
etc. I make housecalls. Call Mary
Anne 612-729-3110.  12-08
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Call Ed 651-224-3660 or Norm, 651-208-7294

ALL HANDYMAN SERVICES
Clean Ups & Haul Aways.

Attics, Basements, Garages,
Yards, Tear Offs and Roofing.

We also do Demolishing & Repairs
CALL: 651-274-0263

BOILER SAFETY CHECKS & CLEANING
Check water levels, pressure relief valve and

clean if necessary. Checks recommended
weekly, and cleaning yearly. All Handyman

Services, Richard—Chief Boiler Licensed with
15 years experience. 651-274-0263. 

HAR MAR LOCK & KEY
“We Solve Life’s Little Problems”

24 Hours A Day

651-636-8171
1551 W. LARPENTEUR AVE. ROSEVILLE, MN 55113

TOTAL HOME
IMPROVEMENTS
Your Complete Contractor • Lic. #20095403

✓ Additions/Basements ✓ Decks/Porches
✓ Bathrooms/Kitchens ✓ Renovations
✓ Doors/Windows ✓ Roofing/Siding

Pictures & refs available

651-777-3911

TSCHIDA BROS.
PLUMBING
• Remodeling &

Repairing
• Water Heaters
• Discount For Seniors

1036 FRONT AVE.,
LICENSED • BONDED

LIC. NO. 7212

651-488-2596

TWIN SET................ $119.00
FULL SET ................ $129.00
QUEEN SET ............ $149.00
KING SET................ $249.00

SO SHOP
HERE FIRST!

DELIVERY AVAILABLE!

908 Rice Street • 651-487-9595 • St. Paul

AFFORDABLE MATTRESS INC.
A good night’s sleep doesn’t have to cost alot!

GARY’S AUTOMOTIVE REPAIR

455 ATWATER ST. • ST. PAUL, MN 55117
651-776-9088 • 651-487-3659

MANAGER
GARY NIPPOLDT

ASST. MANAGER
GREG NIPPOLDT

• Tire Repair
• Tune-Ups
• Brakes
• Exhaust

• Oil Changes
• Air Conditioning
• Computer Diagnosis
• General Repair

*FALL FURNACE SALE*
Over 25 Years Experience

Furnace & Air Conditioners • Sheet Metal-Ductwork
Gravity System Ductwork Replacements

Licensed • Bonded • Insured

KEVIN’S
HEATING & COOLING INC.

“Residential Installation Expert”

651-270-0427         FREE ESTIMATES COLEMAN

SNOW PLOWING
Lots - Alleys

Shoveling

Classifieds 
$1 per word

“Are you aware of any light rail lines
with no public art component?”

– Metropolitan Council Chair Peter Bell
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CSI
Continued from page 3

“It was three weeks long,
pretty much in keeping with an
investigation of this sort,” Han-
son said.

Although all the clues pointed
to math teacher Mary Bejblik as
the perpetrator of the crime, sci-
ence teacher Joe Osborn was final-
ly arrested. 

He said he was at the school
the night before the victim was
found. He heard a scream, and he
saw Bejblik running away from the
school. Osborn admitted con-
fronting the victim and slashing
him.

A two to three-day trial was
held after the Thanksgiving holi-
day, with jurors given one day to
deliberate.

It was determined the crime
was committed in self-defense, and
Osborn and Bejblik  were eventu-
ally cited as heroes for their role in

trying to keep the school safe.  
“Some of the classes are

preparing a two-hour DVD as a
commemorative souvenir,” Han-
son said. She said the school
would like to send in documenta-
tion to YouTube and  ireport.com
on CNN.

“As far as I know, this total
and complete collaboration in-
volving the whole school is the
first of its kind,” Hanson noted. “It
has never been done on this scale
before.”

She said that she hopes that
this project will show students the
wide number of careers they could
have in forensic science.

“You don’t have to look at
icky things,” she said. “There are so
many different careers you can
have. You can go, study, and be
successful and productive in all ar-
eas.”

Although a challenge, the
project appears to have been re-
warding for Hanson.

“It’s the most exciting time I
have had in my 11 years of teach-
ing,” she said.

Updates on the "CSI" case were announced each day at Arlington High School, and students could sign in and en-
ter the crime scene to investigate. One class is looking for fibers, and taking photos, organizers explained. The proj-
ect was designed so the whole school could experience the effort. (Photo by Denis Jeong Plaster)

Holiday
memories
Continued from page 5

The St. Paul Daily News described
the event as “the largest purely so-
cial event of its kind ever held in
Minnesota.” For the price of $2 per
couple, guests could tour the fine
new retail store and attached ware-
house. They enjoyed refreshments
and danced to music, including the
sounds of the ten-piece Katherine
B. Hensler Ladies Band.

Montgomery Ward also made
holiday decorations a tradition.

The store had large front windows
for many years, which were always
decorated. The roof was lit and
sometimes used as a staging area
for larger decorations. One of the
longtime Midway Montgomery
Ward tradition was to have a Santa
Claus in the store tower, looking
out over all of the boys and girls in
the surrounding neighborhoods.

When Montgomery Ward was
joined by other businesses who
put up decorations, and University
Avenue itself was crossed with
overheard garlands, bells and stars,
University Avenue was a colorful
holiday sight.

While Parranto Brothers may
have had some the largest decora-

tions, they weren’t the only auto-
related business decking their halls.
They and others were part of what
was known as St. Paul’s Auto Row,
the used and new motor vehicle
dealers, filling stations, repair
garages and other businesses that
once dominated University Av-
enue.

Leonard Parranto, a St. Antho-
ny Park resident who owned Par-
ranto Brothers, had moved his
business to 606 N. Hamline Av.
about a decade after the picture
was taken. The Shell station at Uni-
versity and Syndicate was owned
by E. B. Rath. Not too many years
later, an office building went up on
the University Avenue site.

2008 budget
Continued from page 10
bination of reallocating the vacant
building fees and using budget re-
serves. DSI Director Bob Kessler
said the department will be shifting
its focus and employee contingent
next year to address more of the va-
cant building caseload.

One reason it’s so critical to get
a handle of the 2008 budget is to
anticipate further turbulence in
2009. A state budget deficit could
mean mid-year cuts in the city’s Lo-
cal Government Aid (LGA) alloca-
tion. When that happened in 2003
the city had to lay off employees

and cut a number of services.
The state budget deficit num-

bers will be revealed this week. The
deficit could range from $3 to $6
million, said Jeff Van Wychen, a
consultant for the city-county-
school district Joint Property Tax
Advisory Committee. The state is
expected to take a number of meas-
ures to balance its own budget, in-
cluding LGA cuts. Under some sce-
narios outlined the city could lose
more than $10 million in state aid.

Kelly told the City Council that
they need to prepared for the possi-
bility of losing some of next year’s
LGA dollars. The city is slated to
$62.2 million in state aid next year.


