
INSIDE
News...................3

Feature..............9

New holes
come to Como

New Hamline U.
Business School

Ginkgo toasts
15 years

News..................4

By JAN WILLMS
Although she is over the

shock of Gov. Tim Pawlenty’s re-
cent slashing of the bonding bill,
DFL Rep. Alice Hausman of Saint
Paul said she still feels anger,
confusion and grief. “This is re-
al,” she said, “and it does have
the potential to do great econom-
ic harm to our city and region.”

Hausman, chairwoman of
the House Capital Investment
Committee, was chief sponsor of
the bill, which funds the building
of physical infrastructure in high-
er education, environment, cor-
rections, public safety and trans-
portation. 

When Pawlenty received the
$925 million bill from the Legis-
lature, he used his line item veto
to cut it to $717 million. The big
loser in projects was St. Paul,
with its projects getting cut by 60
per cent. Forty per cent of the line
item veto was for transit funding
cuts. 

“I think people just assume
we can still figure this out, but
the complexity of this process
makes it very, very difficult,”
Hausman said. She took a break
from the House session April 28
for a brief interview, sitting in a
nearby area so that she could
quickly return to House Cham-
ber and be counted when a vote
came up.

The emotional tug of war
that has been playing out over
the bonding bill has not out-
wardly affected her, as she ap-
pears fresh and fit at the end of a
long day of discussion. But when
she speaks, the seriousness of the
situation is apparent in her voice.

“The bonding bill, unlike
any other passed by a simple ma-
jority, requires a super majority,
81 out of 134 votes,” she said.
“The only way you can accom-
plish that is by putting a bal-
anced bill on the table, with
something for everyone in every
part of the state.”

Hausman said that since the
governor had signed virtually
everything for greater Minnesota,
most other regions are celebrat-
ing the windfall that the bill
brought to their districts.

“There is no question the big
loser on the line item veto was
Saint Paul,” she said.

Regarding the extensive cut
to the Central Corridor light rail
project, Hausman said Minnesota
is dangerously close to losing
$450 million in federal money
because of a line item veto of $70
million. 

“The business community
finds it almost impossible to be-
lieve,” she said.

Hausman said she spoke to
the Midway Chamber in late
April about the light rail situation
and found the group dismayed at
the Governor’s veto.

“What I’m aware of is a lot of
tension,” she said. “Groups like
the Chamber and business organ-
izations have worked hard to
hold a whole coalition of people
together, and they keep working
hard and hanging in there. Now

they wonder, how long do they
do this?

Hausman said that because
businesses along the Central Cor-
ridor route have been planning
for so long on how to deal with
parking and construction issues,

no other investment has been
put in to that area. She said the
light rail funding cut has put
these businesses in a state of sus-
pended animation that presents
a problem in so many areas.

“But it’s a fact that invest-
ment in the West Metro contin-
ues,” she said. “Not all the transit
was vetoed.” Hausman said the
Urban Partnership Agreement,
covering 35W and Cedar Ave.
South in Minneapolis, was ap-
proved. That provides for $200
million of investment between
federal and state funding. 

“Investment is continuing in
the West Metro, while we poten-
tially in the East Metro get weak-
er,” she said, citing concerns for
Chisago, Ramsey and Washing-
ton counties. 

She expressed concern that
the transportation veto for Saint
Paul has such consequences for
all of the East Metro. 

“Every year we get further be-
hind,” she stated. “Dallas, Hous-
ton, Denver, Phoenix and Salt
Lake City are building multiple
lines. They understand the val-
ue.”

Hausman said that for three
years in a row, there have been
Central Corridor losses. 

“Three years ago, in the gov-
ernor’s office, $2 million for the
Central Corridor disappeared in
24 hours,” she said. “Last year,
with $40 million in bonding, the
entire bill was vetoed. This year,
$70 million was line-item ve-
toed. The rug has been pulled
out from under the Central Cor-
ridor, and at a certain point you
stop believing in the support of
the governor.’

Hausman said it was diffi-
cult to meet the governor’s desire
for an $825 million bonding
bill. 

“My problem is that we
don’t have a single house—we
have two houses,” she said. “The
Senate said it would never vote
for an $825 million bill. The
Senate wanted a $965 million
bill. That put me in an impossi-
ble position, because I have to
work with the other body.”

Hausman said a lot of peo-
ple are saying the transportation
funding will happen, but she has
doubts. She said although the
Met Council thinks it will be
worked out, she feels the Met
Council has zero power to do
anything.

Citing how little time is left
before the end of the session,
Hausman acknowledged that
pressure is mounting.

“Getting 81 votes is the chal-
lenge,” Hausman said. That is the
number needed to pass another
bill with the Central Corridor in
it.
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Washington
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State Rep. Hausman
examines loss of 
$70 million for
Central Corridor

Although she is over the shock of Gov. Tim Pawlenty’s recent slashing of the
bonding bill, DFL Rep. Alice Hausman of Saint Paul said she still feels anger,
confusion and grief. (Photo by Terry Faust)

“There is no question the big loser on 
the line item veto was Saint Paul.”

- DFL Rep. Alice Hausman



Dunning Field 
lighting gets OK
Lighting improvements for Dun-
ning Field can go ahead, as a re-
sult of St. Paul City Council ac-
tion April 16. The council unani-
mously adopted the financing
and spending plan for the proj-
ect, allowing the Friends of St.
Paul Baseball and St. Paul Parks
and Recreation to implement the
project.

The field is used by many
area teams, including Midway
Baseball programs.

Last year the baseball boost-
ers got two Neighborhood Sales
Tax Revitalization (STAR) alloca-
tions, a $55,750 loan and a
$55,750 grant. The boosters have
raised an additional $75,000 to-
ward the project as part of the re-
quired match for the sales tax
proceeds. The city will provide
$103,500 in capital maintenance
funding. The project will have a
total cost of $290,000.

Dunning has field lights but
the funds will allow for the light-
ing to be improved. Dunning,
which is located in Lexington-
Hamline neighborhood, is one
of the oldest and most extensive-
ly used baseball facilities in the
area. It hosts a wide range of
youth, prep and municipal
games. Its stadium was rebuilt
several years ago.

City Council members laid
over the original vote on the
lighting project because they had
questions about the mix of fund-
ing and use of the capital main-
tenance dollars. The improve-
ments will be made later this
year.

Groups compete for Neigh-
borhood STAR funds on an an-
nual basis, through small grant
and large grant and loan review
and approval processes. The
Dunning project fell into the
large grant and loan category.

The 2008 small Neighbor-
hood STAR projects must await

their fate for a bit longer. The
projects were to be selected April
9 but a lack of a quorum at that
meeting meant pushing the deci-
sion back to May. The City Coun-
cil will finalize the board’s rec-
ommendations in May or June.
North End, Hamline-Midway
and Frogtown projects are in the
running for funds this year.

Awards handed 
out for projects
Nine awards for environmental
projects were handed out April
16 by the St. Paul City Council
and Mayor Chris Coleman. The
Sustainable St. Paul Awards are
in their second year, given to
honor groups or individuals that
work to protect the environment.
Anyone can make a nomination
for the awards, with winners se-
lected by a city staff committee.
The awards are part of the Cole-
man administration’s efforts to
make St. Paul a “green” and envi-
ronmentally friendly city.

Local award winners include:
*Water quality and conserva-

tion: St. Paul Parks and Recre-
ation environmental services
staff for their work to restore the
Como Lake shoreline after last
year’s storms.

*Youth leadership: Como
Park High School’s Greeneyez
Club, which promotes environ-
mental awareness. The students
work on projects including a
push for more paper recycling
and use of recycled paper in
schools.

*Waste reduction and recy-
cling: Como Zoo and Conserva-
tory Society for its cell phone re-
cycling programs. Como build-
ings, area libraries and other
public places can put out the col-
lection boxes, which are a fund-
raiser and environmental aware-
ness program.

*Transportation options: St.
Paul Bicycle Classic. The annual
bicycle event draws more than
7,000 riders each year. The event
promotes non-motorized trans-
portation options and provides

public education. It is organized
by the Neighborhood Energy
Connection.

*Commercial green building
design: Gordon Parks Alternative
High School at University Av-
enue and Dunlap Street. The
school, which recently opened,
was built in what had been a pol-
luted site. It utilized a number of
energy efficiency and materials
conservation measures in its con-
struction. It is part of St. Paul
Public Schools’ ongoing effort to
reduce energy consumption sys-
temwide.

A citywide program honored
is Eco Education, which received
the environmental education
and awareness award. This pro-
gram provides teacher training
and other assistance for educa-
tors, More than 2,400 St. Paul
middle school and high school
students have benefited from Eco
Education programs over the
past five years.

Other honorees include the
Community of Peace charter
school and the green roof it in-
stalled on its East Side Building;
Macalester College’s work to pro-
mote energy efficiency and city
employee Larry Zangs, who
worked on an East Side wetlands
restoration project.

Rice St. Bridge 
project postponed
It ’s  official – the Rice Street
Bridge project has been post-
poned until  2009. Ramsey
County and St.  Paul Public
Works officials decided in mid-
April to postpone the project,
due to delays in Burlington
Northern Santa Fe Railroad ap-
proval of the bridge plans. The
delay was announced April 14 at
the annual meeting of the Dis-
trict 6 (North End-South Como)
Planning Council by County
Commissioner Janice Rettman.

The bridge is ¼ mile north
of the Maryland-Rice intersec-
tion. It’s one of two area bridge
projects slated for this summer.
The other is the Maryland Av-

enue Bridges over the rail tracks
just west of I-35E. That project
will go on as scheduled and the
street will remain open on a lim-
ited basis during construction.

Although city and county of-
ficials said it made more sense to
have one summer of disruption
and do both bridge projects at
once, some business owners still
worried about being cut off from
two directions. That is especially
true for the Rice-Maryland area
businesses.

But lack of approval by the
railroad means there is not time
to get the Rice Street Bridge
plans finalized and out for bid
in time for the 2008 construc-
tion season. Public Works want-
ed work to start in May and be
done by October.

Officials have made it clear
they do not want construction
slipping into the late fall or even
early winter months. And a delay
of a year could be a worst-case
scenario if the project got a late
start. That rarely happens but
when it does it can be devastat-
ing for area businesses and a
huge inconvenience for resi-
dents.

It is estimated that the Rice
Street Bridge would have to be
closed for 120 days during con-
struction, a schedule that could
stretch longer if  it  is a rainy
spring and summer.

The Rice Street Bridge will
be 50 years old this year. The
Rice Street Bridge has an estimat-
ed construction cost of  $2.886
million. It’s not known what a
one-year delay will do to the
construction costs, which have
been rising on all  road and
bridge projects due to higher fu-
el prices and higher materials
prices.

The cost for the Maryland
Avenue bridges is $2.215 mil-
lion. A combination of funds is
being used to pay for each proj-
ect, with federal, state, county
and city funds used for the Mary-
land Avenue project and city,
county and state funds for the
Rice Street Bridge.
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SMOKERS!
Cigarette Smokers Wanted for Research Study.

This is not a quit smoking study.
This study requires 6 visits to the 

University of Minnesota.
Participants will receive up to $240.

If interested, call 612-624-9407.

District 10 holds
Neighborhood 
Garage Sale May 17
Attention District 10 Como Com-
munity Council residents: Meet
your neighbors, sell your stuff! On
Saturday, May 17, from 9 a.m. to
4 p.m., any District 10 resident,
church, or school can take part in
our free annual Neighborhood
Garage Sale. (A tax-free donation
to the District 10 Como Commu-
nity Council is also welcomed).

Visit our website to find a
map and list of all participants’
addresses, including yours. Print-
ed copies of the map and list also
will be available to the public at
two Como neighborhood loca-
tions. Signup deadline is May 14,
8 p.m.  To register your sale loca-
tion, please visit the District 10
website: www.comopark.org or
call the District 10 office: 651-
644-3889.
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By ANDY FINKEN
You can’t slice your ball on

holes 3 or 11 at Como Golf
Course anymore; there is a pond
there now. 

Last year, the course under-
went heavy renovations during a
joint effort by the county water-
shed district, city public works,
and the Como Golf Course to im-
prove the drainage conditions of
the course and the neighborhood.

“There was a lot of flooding
in that area during the spring and
after storms,” said Vince Gillespie,
Section Manager for the Saint Paul
Parks Department. “The renova-
tions to those holes were part of a
bigger issue. We had a master plan
to better manage storm water, and
now with a major storm we can
divert some of the water to that
area where it is able to drain slow-
ly.”

Gillespie said that the Public
Works Department often had to
pump water out of the area, espe-

cially during spring. Now, after the
renovations, a standing pond re-
mains to catch the excess water
that would usually invade fair-
ways. Their other option was to
build a second large drainage pipe
under the course from the third
hole to the pond behind the
eighth tee box. 

“Those two holes were not in
good shape. The turf was bad, the
soil was bad and the drainage was
bad,” said Gillespie. “The pond
that was there would first over-
flow, then turn into swamp as it
dried.” He said a lot of rain could
raise the water level in the new
pond by a fair amount but that
now it would not do any harm to
either fairway.

“It was a nice compromise.
We get some better holes. They
(public works) get a place to put
water,” said Como Golf Course
Superintendent Stephen Dinger.
“It’s an improvement in the sense
that the holes will be drier, have

better turf quality and actually de-
crease our costs.” 

He said that with the addition
of the new ponds, a pond was
built between the seventh and
eighth hole for drainage purposes
as well, the course will save on fer-
tilizer and other chemical costs by
using that rain water for irrigation
during the dry season. The Como
Zoo paid for the construction of
the latter pond to catch the runoff
from their new polar bear exhibit,
according to Zinger.

“We act as a kind of filter for
Como Lake for all the water com-
ing from the North,” said Zinger.
“I now have an additional one
million gallons of water to use as a
backup irrigation source.” He said
that all of the water the course us-
es for irrigation comes either from
Lake Como or is pumped from
wells. Now, he says, he will never
run out.

Both Zinger and Gilespie
agreed that the changes represent

an aesthetic improvement as well.
There is, however, still some con-
cern about whether those areas
will be ready for play in a couple
of weeks. 

“The course is supposed to be
ready, but some of the sod was

laid a little late last fall and had al-
ready started to freeze up,” said
Zinger. “As of now, the pond is
beautiful, the trees are nice – some
vandals cut the tops off of a row of
trees in one location – and the turf
looks nice.”

651-488-1515
LOCATED AT 560 W. COMO

651-488-4040
www.abettos.com

Liquor • Deli
Banquet Hall

Family Friendly Entertainment
With Your Pizza!
Abetto's has live, easy listening, music during our lunch
buffets Tuesday's and Friday's, and live, foot tapping,
music every Friday from 6pm to 9pm.

Every Day Special:

Large Pizza $7.99
(one item)

$1.00 OFF Any 6" Specialty Sub
or 6" Meatball Sub
with this coupon thru June 10, 2008

Monitor readers: Welcome to Mastel’s

$5.00 OFF
any $40 or more

purchase
with this coupon thru June 30, 2008.

Not valid with any other offers or
juicer purchases.

Find 
Nordic Natural's 

Fish Oil for Kids on
Sale in April at Mastel's

Vitamins, Minerals, Supplements, 
Books, Homeopathic Remedies, 

Herbs, Personal Care,
Vegetable Juices, Farm Fresh Eggs, 

Gluten Free Ingredients, 
Snacks and More!

Omega-3for Kids!

A Recent Customer Says... ...Super Smooth–Super   
Sharp–and They Last!

2 Sharpenings For 12 Sharpenings For 1 (Reg. $5 each)

826 Como Avenue • St. Paul, MN • 651-491-6667
Business Hours: Monday’s 10-6  •  Saturday’s 9-3  •  prochef1@yahoo.com

FREE Regular 6-inch Sub
when you purchase a 6-inch sub of equal or

greater value & a 21 oz fountain drink 
2121 University Ave W, St. Paul (University & Cleveland)

651-646-3096
One coupon per customer per visit.  
Not good with any other offer or on 
Big & Hearty and Double Stacked Subs. Expires 6/30/08

City and county team to improve Como Golf Course drainage

Last year, Como Golf Course underwent heavy renovations during a joint effort
by the county watershed district, city public works, and the Como Golf Course
to improve the drainage conditions of the course and the neighborhood. (Photo
by Denis Jeong Plaster)



Hausman
Continued from page 1

She said the whole process
has felt like a political game, but

she doesn’t understand the rea-
soning. 

“It doesn’t make any sense to
me,” she said. “Why would Saint
Paul have been targeted? We’re
hosting the Republican conven-

tion, and we’re being very accom-
modating. To have chosen this
moment in time to line-item veto
every project for Saint Paul will
have huge consequences.”

Hausman said she has been

floating ideas to people as to
what to do next. 

“What I ultimately discov-
ered is that there is no clear direc-
tion from the governor,” she said.
“I think we need a very, very clear

statement.” Hausman said the
governor needs to say that he
wants a bonding bill, and state
what he wants in it. 

“Were he to say that also to
the minority, it would give us the
impetus we need,” she said.

Hausman said she had com-
plained that energy and environ-
mental groups had done noth-
ing, but they are stepping up to
the plate. She said a huge grass-
roots effort is taking place, and
business groups also are talking
to the governor.

As the Monitor goes to press,
there are signs that this grassroots
effort may be having an effect.
On May 1, Pawlenty called for in-
cluding two of his own pet proj-
ects in a final budget solution
which would involve a nursing
care facility at the Minneapolis
Veterans Home and a new state
park in Lake Vermilion. The deal
would also involve capping prop-
erty taxes, all in return for putting
the Central Corridor back into
the State budget.

Still, as of last week, Haus-
man soberly reflected on the tri-
als and tribulations that the Cen-
tral Corridor has presented.

“I began in the Legislature in
1990,” she said.  “I have had
challenging years before.” She
paused for a moment. “I can’t
think of anything that has been
quite so personally traumatizing
as the loss of the Central Corri-
dor because of what’s at stake for
the East Metro.”

By ANDY FINKEN
Hamline University formal-

ized their entrance into the un-
dergraduate business education
market on April 23 when Presi-
dent Linda Hanson and Dean of
the Graduate School of Manage-
ment Julian Schuster christened
the Hamline University School of
Business.

Since Hanson became the
university’s president in 2005,
committees have been running
nonstop in search of the best way
to carve Hamline’s niche into the
future of higher education. They
found business.

In an interview in February,
Hanson said that the university
missed out on upwards of 4,000
prospective students between
2003 and 2006 because the ma-
jors they were interested in were
not being offered at Hamline.
She said the business school was
created in response to these con-
temporary trends.

The business school will be
situated comfortably next to the
new Hamline Masters in Busi-
ness Administration program

launched by the University on
the first of this year. Both schools
now make up the Hamline
School of Business, girded under
the auspices of Schuster as his ti-
tle now switches to Dean of the

Hamline School of Business.
It is not immediately clear

exactly where classroom facilities
will be built or leased in order to
support the emerging enrollment
that is expected to populate un-

dergraduate business programs.
Last year’s strategic plan set a
goal of increasing undergraduate
enrollment by 500 students by
2012, so it appears as if some
structural additions will have to
be made in the near future.

At the ceremony on April 23,
Hanson did announce the dis-
covery of a location in St. Louis
Park that will accommodate the
MBA program’s eventual transi-
tion from its current location in
Minneapolis. In addition, the
university has nearly finalized a
twenty year master plan that an-
ticipates student housing addi-
tions (2011) as well as a new stu-
dent center (2012) to be built on
the three blocks immediately
bordering the south end of cam-
pus. 

During a presentation on
Hamline’s second quarter fi-
nances, Vice President for Fi-
nance Doug Anderson said that
the university is anticipating that
the majority of the capital re-
quired to build a student center
and resident housing will come
through the use of debt financ-

ing. Much of the immediate cost
of these endeavors will then be
deferred to a date in the future,
however, tuition will eventually
have to follow in order to finance
continued expansion. According
to Anderson, there is no indica-
tion that it won’t.

“Every year since 2002, we
have met and/or exceeded our
budget,” Anderson said. “Across
the board, in terms of enroll-
ment, we’re strong.”

Fernando Delgado, Dean of
the Hamline College of Liberal
Arts, agrees with Anderson. He
said there was marginal growth
this year and that current enroll-
ment levels for next year are indi-
cating further marginal growth.
Although, he said the heart of ex-
pected enrollment expansion will
not come until undergraduate
business classes are integrated,
which will be at least one more
year.

Regardless of the speculative
changes in Hamline’s future, the
university is now, in fact, the
proud owner of their very own
business school.
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Spring Purchase SPECIALS!
• 10% OFF
Pre-leased Furniture
• 20% OFF
New Furniture

Central Baptist Church
420 Roy Street N., St. Paul

651-646-2751
www.centralbaptistchurch.com
Dr. Ronald Saari, Senior Pastor

Daily Child Care 6:30 a.m. - 6:00 p.m.
Care for children ages 6 weeks - pre-kindergarten

call 651-646-2846

SUNDAYS AT CENTRAL
9:15 a.m. Sunday School

Classes for all ages

NO Sunday School May 25th

10:30 a.m. Worship

Mix of Traditional and Contemporary

6:00 p.m. Ekklesia Ministry - Ministry to Young Adults 

Wednesday Night Activities
See website for Youth and Children’s activities

Wednesday Night Activities end May 14th!

ALLIE
CHIROPRACTIC

Primary Care and Rehabilitation
• Chiropractic    • Acupuncture

• Physical Therapy    • Therapeutic Massage
David Allie, DC.    Steven Hagstrom, DC., ACCU.

Scott Wagner, LPT.    Laurie Reis, MT

651-487-5334
1654 Rice St • Rice & Larp. • Mon.-Fri. 8am to 6 pm

Most Insurance Accepted
Sister Rosalind Gefre Massage & Wellness Center

Provides massage services at our clinic.

10% OFF A 1 HOUR MASSAGE
With this coupon

ALLIE CHIROPRACTIC CLINIC
Expires 6/30/08

Hamline University christens School of Business

Dean of the Graduate School of Management Julian Schuster talked about
Hamline University's new School of Business at a reception on campus
April 23. 

“What I ultimately 
discovered is that there 

is no clear direction
from the governor.”

- State Rep. Alice Hausman



By JANE MCCLURE
Block by block, storefront by

storefront, business owners are
getting to see the impacts the pro-
posed Central Corridor light rail
project could have on their on-
street parking. As the project’s fu-
ture hung in the air at the State
Capitol, planning continues with
an eye toward public hearings in
May and June.

Despite Governor Tim Paw-
lenty’s veto of the project in early
April, work continues on detailed
engineering plans for the 11-mile
light rail project. (See related sto-
ry.) Metropolitan Council and the
Regional Rail Authority boards of
Ramsey and Hennepin counties
will hold a public hearing and
take comments on the detailed
plans at 5 p.m. Thursday, May 29
at Goodwill/Easter Seals, Fairview
and Charles avenues. St. Paul and
Ramsey County will hold another
public hearing or hearings in June,
with a final Metropolitan Council
vote August 27. Then the project is
to go to the Federal Transportation
Administration.

Although there has been
uncertainty about whether Cen-
tral Corridor will get funding
from the 2008 Legislature, many
business owners said it ’s  
crit ical  to get involved and 
deal with parking issues now.
Parking maps have been posted
on the project  web site,
http://www.centralcorridor.org

“We need to be able to argue
our case as a group, collectively,”
said Ax-Man Surplus owner Jim
Segal. “Otherwise, we’ll get what
they decide we’ll get.”

More than 40 business own-
ers met with city and Metropoli-
tan Council staff April 16 and 17
to share concerns about parking,
at meetings organized by the Uni-
versity Avenue Business Associa-

tion, the Hmong Chamber of
Commerce and Hmong Business
Association. Many are in the
same situation as Ax-Man, which
is located at University and Fry
Street, with no off-street parking.

Segal’s business will lose its
University spaces when the
Snelling station platform is built.
“Without customer parking in
front of our businesses, we’re go-
ing to go away,” he said.

Businesses are not only wor-
ried about the loss of on-street
parking, they are also wondering
how to plan for the future with so
much uncertainty hanging over
them. They speak of delaying im-
provements or even questioning
whether to sign new leases.

The latest count shows that
University could retain only 185
of its 1,150 parking spaces, under
the worst-case scenario. Robin
Caufman, who is leading Metro-
politan Council’s public outreach
efforts on Central Corridor, said
that is 10 more spaces than previ-
ously thought. The 10 spaces were
added back in at locations along
the corridor.

While those involved with
Central Corridor anticipated
some parking loss, no one knew
the numbers would be as high as
they are, said Ward Four Council
Member Russ Stark. “A lot of us
feel pretty sheepish about that.”

Stark said the higher number
amplify what already is a critical
situation. He and Ward One
Council Member Melvin Carter
III, along with County Commis-
sioners Janice Rettman and Toni
Carter, promise to work on the
parking issues. Stark said that al-
though there is less than two
years’ time before light rail con-
struction starts in 2010, that is
enough time to bring forward a
variety of solutions and pull to-

gether resources.
Parking is being lost along

University so that the light rail
project can fit within the existing
street right-of-way, which is 120
feet in most areas. For most of its
length, University Avenue has
120 feet of right-of-way. What has
caused the parking crunch is the
need to fit in two lanes for light
rail vehicles and two lanes of mo-
tor vehicle traffic in each direc-
tion. Space also has to be allowed
for left turn lanes at signalized in-
tersections and for median plat-
forms to allow rail passengers to
get on and off of the trains. Dan
Soler, a project engineer, said the
crunch for space is the worst
where there are station platforms
that must be placed in the street.

“We have to figure out how
we can make this work to serve
all of the competing interests,”
Soler said. “It isn’t like we can
widen the street to fit everything
in.” One issue that has to be de-
termined during preliminary en-
gineering is if and where curbs
have to be pushed back and side-
walks narrowed slightly when
they are rebuilt.

The parking situation along
University Avenue already is one
of haves and have-nots, if com-
ments from business owners are
any indication. Businesses with
off-street parking question
whether they will have to police
their lots, to reserve spots for
their own customers. Businesses
without off-street parking wonder
where their customers can go.

Chang Thao, whose family
owns Foodsmart at Uni-Dale
Mall and a smaller grocery store
near University and Virginia
Street, is already worried about
two different problems. One is
that of keeping commuters from
parking in the Foodsmart lot at

University and Dale, taking space
from customers. The other is the
prospect of the smaller store los-
ing its on-street parking. Thao
wondered if the city would be
able to help affected businesses.

Dr. Bobby K. Yang, who op-
erates a clinic on University at
Oxford, said she is worried about
her 18 off-street spaces. Those are
needed for staff and customers. “I
don’t want to have to share park-
ing,” she said.

Other businesses feel tapped
out already due to what they
spend on parking. Tina Lehmann
of Metro Dental Clinic said the
clinic spends $8,000 per month
to provide employee parking off-
site, at the nearby Spruce Tree
Ramp and in a nearby restaurant
lot. Metro Dental also must pay
to have its patient lot patrolled.
“We have no other resources at
this time,” she said.

The city has no dedicated
funds for neighborhood parking,
said Craig Blakey of St. Paul Plan-
ning and Economic Development
(PED). Finding resources may
mean drawing on programs such
as the Neighborhood Sales Tax
Revitalization (STAR) funds or as-
sessments to property owners.

The city also will seek help from
the Central Corridor’s budget for
mitigation, which is meant to ad-
dress areas affected by the light
rail project. That budget is at $32
million, but much of that may be
sought by the University of Min-
nesota to address its rail-related
parking and traffic needs.

If business owners see advan-
tages to shared parking, Blakely
and City Planner Al Lovejoy said
there can be efforts to study avail-
able parking and find areas where
space can be shared. That may al-
so take relaxing the standards the
city has for how much off-street
parking a business needs, so that
businesses with shared parking
don’t have to seek a conditional
use permit.

The city cannot simply force
property owners to share off-street
lots but could offer incentives to
do so. In the 1990s the city used a
$1 million Places to Park fund to
create shared lots. One, near
Grand and Snelling, continues to-
day through assessments to bene-
fitting business owners. Another,
using the House of Hope Presby-
terian Church lot on Summit, 

CONTINUED ON PAGE 12
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KAMP’S FOODKAMP’S FOOD
MARKETMARKET

1059 WESTERN AVE. N.
(651) 488-6636

PRICES GOOD THROUGH MAY 31, 2008

WE RESERVE RIGHT TO LIMIT QUANTITIES OR DISCONTINUE

ITEMS DUE TO UNFORSEEN MARKET CHANGES

IT’S BBQ TIME!IT’S BBQ TIME!
CHECK OUT OUR SELECTION OF

USDA CHOICE BLACK ANGUS

T-BONES, PORTERHOUSE, RIB EYES, SIRLOINS

FRESH GROUND BEEF, STUFFED PORK CHOPS

OUR OWN HAMBURGER & BRATWURST PATTIES

ITALIAN SAUSAGE & HOT DAGOS

We still Grind our

own Hamburger

Fresh Daily

GROUNDPOPPY SEEDGround Freshwhile you wait

ALL PRODUCTS

PEPSI
12 PACKS

2/$6.00

USDA CHOICE

BLACK ANGUS

RIB EYE
STEAKS
$7.99 lb.

LEAN
GROUND

BEEF
10# BAG

$22.90

SCHROEDER

ICE
CREAM

PINTS

99¢
SCHROEDER

FRUIT
DRINKS

GALLON

99¢

DELI SLICED

HAM
$1.99 lb.

Abby’s Fresh Bakery • Birthday Cakes Made to Order

8 DIFFERENT FREEZER PACKS TO CHOOSE FROM

ONE FOR EVERY PRICE RANGE AND FREEZER SIZE

WE’RE OPEN 8am - 9pm   7 DAYS A WEEK
WE’RE OPEN 365 DAYS A YEAR

(Reduced hours on major holidays)

The Midway Como Monitor is typically 
published the second Thursday-Friday of

each month. If you’re not receiving a timely
delivery call 651-645-7045

Many University Avenue businesses are in the same situation as Ax-Man, which
is located at University and Fry Street, with no off-street parking. Ax-Man’s busi-
ness will lose its University spaces when the Snelling station platform is built.

Business owners weigh impacts of
Central Corridor on street parking



By JANE MCCLURE
The studies of energy options

for the Midway’s Rock-Tenn pa-
per recycling plant are at a point
where more public input has
sought. A series of community
meetings began April 26 with a
sparse turnout at Luxton Park in
Southeast Como neighborhood.
A meeting May 3 at South St. An-
thony Park Recreation Center was
held after Monitor deadline. The
turnout is expected to be higher
at the upcoming St. Paul meet-
ings, which include:

*Macalester-Groveland, 7
p.m. Wednesday, May 7 at Grove-
land Park Elementary, 2045 St.
Clair Av.

*Union Park (including Mer-
riam Park and Desnoyer Park
neighborhoods), 7 p.m. Monday,
May 12, at Bethel Christian Fel-
lowship, 1466 Portland Av.

*Hamline-Midway, 10 a.m.
Saturday, May 17 at Hamline-
Midway Library, 1558 W. Min-
nehaha Av.

Rock-Tenn has recycled pa-
per in the West Midway for about
a century. The plant currently em-
ploys 500 people. Since losing its
source of steam power in 2007,
Rock-Tenn has used an older
boiler system to burn a mixture
of natural gas and fuel oil. The
company needs to find a more
cost-effective energy sources and
would like to have a new power
facility up and running by 2011.

The Rock-Tenn Community
Advisory Panel (RCAP) was set
up by the 2007 Minnesota Legis-
lature to find a new source of
thermal energy for Rock-Tenn.
The St. Paul Port Authority, Dis-
trict Energy and a team of con-
sultants are working with RCAP
on the studies of numerous po-
tential fuel sources and technolo-
gies for the paper recycling plant,
which needs to generate steam as
well as electricity.

Rock-Tenn requires as much
energy as would be needed by
20,000 homes. The high demand
means that some energy sources,

such as wind, solar, hydroelectric
and geothermal, have been set
aside. Various forms of biomass,
ranging from wood waste to agri-
cultural byproducts, are still be-
ing studied. But biomass options
may be limited by factors includ-
ing availability of materials, costs
of transportation, technology and
emissions controls. RCAP will
continue its studies of biomass
this month.

RCAP is set to complete its
studies and prepare a report in
May or June, said Nina Axelson,
who is coordinator for RCAP. The
report, drawn from studies that
began in August 2007, is consid-
ered a pre-environmental review.

“We’re nearing a key point in
the study process,” said Axelson.
That is why the upcoming series
of public meetings are important,
as a way for neighborhood resi-
dents to learn about and weigh in
on the process thus far.

RCAP is looking at different
fuels, energy production technol-
ogy and other related issues with
the goal of finding a fuel source
and technology that is environ-
mentally friendly. The report will
address the economic and techni-
cal feasibility of the various fuel
types, and prospective environ-
mental emissions and environ-
mental controls for each fuel
type. Part of the report will cover
potential energy efficiency im-
provements that can be made at
the Rock-Tenn facility and poten-
tial additional uses for steam and
electricity generated at Rock-
Tenn.

RCAP meets twice and
month and has been spending
part of its meeting time on a re-
port draft. The report then goes
to district councils in Districts 11
(Hamline-Midway), 12 (St. An-
thony Park), 13 (Union Park)
and 14 (Macalester-Groveland).
The district councils weigh in be-
fore all of the information is sent
to the St. Paul City Council, most
likely in the fall.

The City Council then de-

cides which options should go
on for further environmental re-
view. Or the council could send
the matter back to RCAP and its
consultants for further study.

The studies have been con-
troversial, with foes of burning
refuse-derived fuel and forms of
biomass organizing as Neighbors
Against the Burner. In recent
weeks discussion has focused on
technology including gasifica-
tion, refuse-derived fuel or RDF,
and anaerobic digestion, a
process which uses decomposing
organic materials and microbes
or bacteria to produce biogas.
Biogas, such as methane, can be
used to produce thermal energy
in the form of steam or electrici-
ty.

Burning of refuse-derived fu-
el to generate energy is a highly
regulated industry at the state
and federal level. Whether those
regulations would do enough to
ease concerns about potential
health risks for communities
around the Rock-Tenn paper re-
cycling plan is generating intense
debate. More than 100 people
heard recent presentations on re-
fuse-derived fuel or RDF before
RCAP.

Zack Hansen, solid waste
programs manager for Ramsey
County and retired Minnesota
Pollution Control Agency (MP-
CA) Engineer Peter Torkelson dis-
cussed how refused-derived fuel
or RDF is produced, how its
burning is regulated, and what
pollutants are generated at RDF
plants in the region.

Panel and audience mem-
bers compiled lists of questions
on the RDF issue. When Torkel-
son was asked what concerns he
would have if an RDF plant went
into his neighborhood, his an-
swer surprised some audience
members.

“I would be more concerned
about the peripheral operations
of the plant than the emissions
themselves,” he said. Traffic from
trucks bringing RDF in and out,

as well as the potential for loose
trash, would be his concerns.

RDF is made from mixed
municipal solid waste. Resource
recovery projects to convert trash
into fuel picked up steam in Min-
nesota in the 1980s because an
energy value was seen in solid
waste. Processing solid waste into
fuel is preferred over burying
garbage in landfills, where it can
contaminate soil and groundwa-
ter and emit gases. “No waste dis-
posal method is free, said
Hansen. “It all has a cost to it.”

Some panel members won-
dering if the need to process trash
into fuel is at odds with the no-
tion of promoting more recy-
cling, especially recycling with a
goal of zero waste. When the
Newport plant was built there
were concerns that such “waste to
energy’” plants would impede re-
cycling, Hansen said. But histori-
cally, areas with waste-to-energy
plants have had higher recycling
rates than other areas.

Others asked if more could
be done to remove plastics from
waste processed into RDF, to re-
duce hazardous emissions. St.
Paul only allows certain types of
#1 and 2 plastics to be placed
with curbside recycling. Other
plastics drop-off options for recy-
cling are limited. Torkelson said
that although plastics provide
some of the highest BTUs (British
Thermal Units, a measure of en-
ergy) when RDF is burned, most
of RDF is still made up of paper.

If RDF is burned at Rock-
Tenn it would most likely come
from a processing plant built in
Newport more than 20 years ago.
The plant was built by Ramsey
and Washington counties and is
now owned by a private firm
called RRT.

Garbage trucks come to the
Newport plant and dump waste
on a tipping floor. Although
household hazardous waste items
such as cleaners or pesticides can
make their way into this waste
stream, medical waste, construc-

tion waste and more toxic haz-
ardous wastes are banned.

On the tipping floor bulky
items are removed first, including
appliances, tires, carpet, propane
tanks or concrete. The remaining
garbage is carried onto a convey-
or to a hammer mill area. Ferrous
materials are removed with a
magnetic separator. Through a
process of using hammer mills to
shred garbage and screens to sift
out small, noncombustible items
called “fines,” the waste is sepa-
rated repeatedly. At one point in
the process the waste goes
through an air classifier. Lighter
waste is blown off and heavier
materials falls away to be sorted
out. An electromagnetic process is
used to remove aluminum. Large
magnets remove ferrous materi-
als.

The screening and sifting
does allow products such as
smaller batteries to fall out and
not be burned. Other household
hazardous waste, such as pesti-
cide cans, are broken open and
the contents drained out when
waste is hammermilled.

Minnesota doesn’t require
RDF plants to analyze what
makes into the final fuel. RDF is
fluffy-looking. About 23 percent
is paper, with plastics making up
another 15 percent.

When RDF is burned, various
pollutants are produced includ-
ing sulfur dioxide, nitrogen diox-
ide, hydrogen chloride, carbon
dioxide, dioxides and furans.
There are various technologies
used at RDF plants to control
emissions and to control the
gathering and disposal of ash.
The controls vary from industrial
scrubbers used to clean emissions
to activated carbon and ammonia
used to control such pollutants as
mercury and nitrogen dioxide.

Dioxins are created by in-
complete combustion, Torkelson
said. Plastics and the materials
they are of can be a source of
dioxins. Con injection or fabric
filters can be used to control
dioxins.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 12
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Community meetings encourage
public input for Rock-Tenn options
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By JAN WILLMS
Thinking about your relation-

ship with your mother is one
thing. Putting it down on paper to
share with the public is another.

Yet that is what 21 women au-
thors have recently done in an an-
thology entitled “Riding Shotgun:
Women Write About Their Moth-
ers.”

Edited by Kathryn Kysar, the
book features authors who grew
up or now live in the Midwest, de-
scribing that unique bond that
connects a mother and daughter.

Several of the authors have a
Minnesota link. Some were raised
here and several are teachers at
Hamline, Metro State or Anoka
Ramsey.

But whether their mothers
hail from Minnesota or Illinois or
Laos, their strength and independ-
ence shines through. 

“The original idea was an an-
thology on mothering,” said Kysar,
author of a book of poetry, “Dark
Lake.”

She sent the proposal to the
Minnesota Historical Society Press,
and they volleyed ideas back and
forth with her. 

“They were interested in a
book about mothers,” Kysar relat-
ed, “and I said sure. Ann Regan
and Alison Vandenberg at the
Minnesota Historical Society Press
came up with the idea.”

Kysar said she went about col-
lecting women to write, and ended
up with a mosaic of portraits of
women. 

“The struggles many of these
women had came through,” Kysar

said, “even in the lighthearted sto-
ries.” She noted that she has been
surprised how many people have
thought the book would be syrupy
sweet stories about mothers and
daughters. Instead, the stories re-
flect the very real tensions and is-
sues that are often a part of a
mother-daughter relationship. 

“There is the cliché about the
perfect mother, but none of us is
perfect,” Kysar said. 

Kysar said some of the
women she asked to submit a sto-
ry were women she knew. Others
she wanted to have in the book. 

“When I invited people, I did-
n’t know their relationship with
their mothers,” she said. “I was
striving to get diversity in age, cul-
ture, ethnicity and gender prefer-
ence. I was trying to create a full
picture.”

Kysar said the youngest writer
is around 33. 

“You have to be a certain age
to have some clarity about your
mom,” Kysar said.

As editor of the anthology,
she did not include a story about
her own mother.

“I don’t like anthologies
where the editor puts in her own
work,’ she said. Kysar said she and
Rogers, from the Minnesota His-
torical Society Press, did the edit-
ing. “If I had written, there would
have been one less editor,” she
added. 

Kysar said that editing and
writing are very different. 

“It’s like a right-brain, left-
brain thing,” she said. “Writing is
a creative process and editing is

more analytical, more detail-ori-
ented. But very fulfilling, too.”

She said the creativity came in
through choosing the writers and
organizing the book. 

“It took a couple of years to
get it done,” Kysar said. “It was a
significantly difficult writing as-
signment. Now that the book is
out, a couple authors have not yet
sent it to their mothers to read.
Some mothers have been in the
audience at readings, and the au-
thors are still a little nervous.”

Midway resident Carrie
Pomeroy, a contributing author to

the book, said that writing about
her mother was definitely difficult.

“If you saw my laptop, you
would see Mothers Essay 1, 2 and
3,” she said. 

Pomeroy said she had previ-
ously been doing some free form
writing, trying to get some kernels
of her childhood memories down. 

“The anthology was the impe-
tus to shape those thoughts into
something more complete,” she
said. 

“I would guess it is more diffi-
cult writing this when your mom
is still alive,” Pomeroy said. “Now

that it’s finished, I worry that I ex-
posed too much of my mother’s
privacy. If I had to do it again, I
might not write as intimately as I
did.”

She said she felt she had to
get her mother’s approval before
publishing her story. 

“She read it, suggested a few
things to take out, which I did,
and I took a few more things out.
She has mixed feelings about it.” 

Pomeroy said her mother has
always been very supportive of her
writing, but she was sure there was
a part of her that said, “Oh, could-
n’t she write about something
else.”

Pomeroy said she thought
that women who have lost their
mothers seemed to have a differ-
ent perspective of their mother’s
life, perhaps more compassion.

“What strikes me as a theme
that seems to play out for many of
the writers is seeing your mother
as someone you want to emulate
and at the same time trying to
avoid some of the things she did,
and learning from her,” Pomeroy
said.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 16

Page 8 May 2008 • Monitor • www.MonitorSaintPaul.com 

Check out our new web address:
www.MonitorSaintPaul.com

Book features local authors…

‘Riding Shotgun’
anthology about
mothers a mosaic
of portraits

Schedule of Readings
Sunday, May 11 at, 2:00 p.m. 
Common Good Books 
Shannon Olson 
Susan Power 
Ka Vang 

Friday, May 16 at 7:00 p.m. 
Amazon Books 
Barrie Jean Borich 
Susan Power 
Morgan Grayce Willow 

Saturday, May 31 
Highland Park Barnes and
Noble 
Heid Erdrich 
Susan Steger Welsh 
Sun Yung Shin 

Thursday, June 19 at 7:00 p.m. 
Micawber’s Books 
Sandra Benitez 
Carrie Pomeroy 
Susan Steger Welsh 

Edited by Kathryn Kysar (left), "Riding Shotgun" features authors who
grew up or now live in the Midwest, describing that unique bond that con-
nects a mother and daughter. Hamline-Midway resident Carrie Pomeroy
(right) is one of the authors featured in the book. (Photo by Terry Faust)



By ANDY FINKEN
On his way to work every

morning, Midway resident Mark
Dahlager stops by Ginkgo Cof-
feehouse, says hi to a few of the
regulars, and orders a cup of cof-
fee. It has been that way for 15
years.

Since 1993, Ginkgo has giv-
en local residents a place to gath-
er, musicians a crowd to play for
and coffee addicts some darn
good coffee.

“I think I go there every day
of the week,” said Dahlager. “It’s
a nice way to start my day.”

Before 1993, Ginkgo owner
and operator Kathy Sundberg
lived and worked in Boston do-
ing research and technology mar-
keting. She said that the word
“coffeehouse” in Boston actually
means “a place to hear music.”

“I was used to looking in the
paper and seeing ads for five or
six shows a night. We didn’t have
that around hear,” said Sund-
berg. “I didn’t open this because
I had experience in the food
business. I wanted to manage a
business and this felt like a really
good fit for me.”

She said that at the time she
opened Ginkgo there were only
five or six other coffee houses in
Saint Paul. Hers is now the oldest
single-owner coffee house in the
city.

She attributes Ginkgo’s
longevity to three simple ideas
she is continually trying to incor-
porate: make everyone feel wel-
come, music, and staying fresh. 

Without a coffee house,
Sundberg argues that there
would be nowhere for people to
meet outside of going to a restau-
rant, and the music, she said, has
made Ginkgo well known in mu-
sic circles all over the country. 

On Thursday evenings, when
notable musicians perform at
Ginkgo, the lights are turned
down, the cappuccino machine is
unplugged and the coffee
drinkers become a crowd. She re-
counts these nights with a deep
sense of accomplishment, then
adds, “Not that it’s helps the bot-
tom line,” and laughs.

As for staying fresh, she said
there’s always something new to
try. Ginkgo recently added booth
seating near the rear entrance as
well as a play area for kids and
she said the cards and other retail
gizmos offer a unique spice to
the space.

In addition to the Snelling
location, Sundberg operates three
hospital coffee bars. She said that
these locations offer a different
sort of service on the order of a
five minute escape from work for
health care professionals. Ginkgo
offers a full coffee bar at Saint
Paul Saint’s baseball games as
well.

The fact that she lives in the
community as well, she said, is
what really brings it all home for
her.

“It gives you a chance to real-
ly participate in the community
when you both live and work in
a neighborhood – and I really
like this neighborhood,” she
said. Just after opening Ginkgo,
Sundberg got married and has
since been raising a family of two

boys, now ages seven and nine.
“These kinds of places

(Ginkgo) add such depth to the
community,” Sundberg said.
“Corporate coffee houses try to
get people out the door as fast as
they can. This place is about
gathering.”

Dahlager agrees. “Kathy is a
neighbor too. She’s really con-
nected to the community and
not just another corporate coffee
shop.”

He said Sundberg has effec-
tively represented the communi-
ty’s interest over the years while
working with the Hamline-Mid-
way Coalition. 

“She’s committed to the
neighborhood, so I’m committed
to her,” said Dahlager.

Having lived in the commu-
nity for twenty years, and stop-
ping at Ginkgo almost every day
of the last fifteen, Dahlager has
earned the right pass judgment
on one of the most fundamental
services of this coffee house: The
coffee is good.

“I don’t even remember
what I did for coffee before Gink-
go,” he said. “Maybe I made it at
home…Ish.”
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Hearty 
Home-Cooked
Daily Lunch 

Specials

Mon. thru Fri. 5:30 a.m. - 2:30 p.m.
Sat. 6:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m.
Sun. 6:30 a.m. - 2:00 p.m.

Voted Best Cafeby City Pages!

After 15 years, Ginkgo Coffeehouse
becomes a Hamline-Midway addiction

Ginkgo coffeehouse owner Kathy Sundberg attributes Ginkgo’s longevity to three simple ideas she is continually try-
ing to incorporate: make everyone feel welcome, music, and staying fresh. (Photo by Terry Faust)
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Your Lutheran Church On The Corner

www.jehovahlutheran.org

invites you to discover
what everyone is talking

about Sunday
9:00 a.m. Contemporary Worship
9:00 a.m. Adult Bible Study
9:15 a.m. Kids Bible Class

10:30 a.m. Traditional Worship

Jehovah Lutheran Church
1566 Thomas Ave.

at Snelling Ave. in the Midway
(651) 644-1421

CONGRATULATIONS
Snelling Avenue Businesses!
Ramsey County Commissioner

Janice Rettman
Prepared & paid for by the Rettman Volunteer Committee,

PO Box 17063 Rice St Station, St. Paul, MN Joyce Haselmann,Treasurer

Make sure your business is listed in the

2009 Membership Directory
• Used year-around for important

community information and phone
numbers

FOR MORE INFORMATION
Call the Midway Chamber of
Commerce at 651-646-2636

Looking for friendly pharmacists
who know your name?

SEWING MACHINE 
TUNE-UP COUPON

$19.99
Reg. $35.00 - Clean, oil, check, delint,

inspect mechanical machines

Associated Sewing
New and Used Sewing Machines

690 Snelling Ave., N. • St. Paul • Ph. 651-645-9449
www.associatedsewing.com

Coupon Expires May 31, 2008
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•Small business loans 
and grants

•Home improvement loans

•Working with Snelling
Avenue Business Initiative
to improve Snelling Avenue

Allison Sharkey • 651-488-1039 • www.sparcweb.org



In a
minute
Continued from page 2

Como Ave. club could
have license suspended
Numerous health code violations
mean that a Como Avenue night-
club has had its licenses suspended
by the St. Paul City Council. The
council voted unanimously April
16 to take adverse action against
all licenses held by American
Sports Café – Playground at 2554
Como Av.

City officials allege that the

business failed to correct numer-
ous health code violations docu-
mented in a November 2007 in-
spection. The business owners con-
tested the allegations but did not
respond in time to get a public
hearing scheduled before the
council. The city then suspected
the licenses until the violations are
corrected and there is a new in-
spection. The business also must
pay a $500 fine.

City inspectors found 9 critical
and 20 non-critical violations in
the restaurant and bar. Sixteen of
the 20 non-critical violations were
repeat offenses, as were seven of
the nine critical violations.

Lack of maintenance of
plumbing fixtures, unsafe condi-
tions with the exhaust hood over
cooking equipment, fruit fly and
mouse infestations, non-working
equipment, heavily soiled surfaces,

improper sanitizing, disrepair of
walls and floors and other viola-
tions were found. Paper towels
were found stuffed in a fire sup-
pression system in order to soak
up excess grease on filters. A dish-
washer was discharging dirty wash
water directly onto the floor.

The city has met with the busi-
ness representatives but the viola-
tions have not been corrected.
American Sports Café—Play-
ground has had other license viola-
tions in the past due to patron be-
havior and alleged illegal activity.

Coffee houses allowed
to host events
Coffee houses and small restau-
rants that want to host a limited
number of entertainment events

will be allowed to do so, as a re-
sult of an ordinance adopted by
the St. Paul City Council April 8.
The ordinance would allow a
restaurant to have no more than
12 events, or no more than two
per month, each calendar year
without holding a cabaret li-
cense. It is limited to venues with
fewer than 50 seats.

The ordinance, brought for-
ward by Council President Kathy
Lantry, would especially benefit
coffee shops. These business oth-
erwise have to pay $172 for a
cabaret license and go through a
neighborhood notification and
review process.

No one appeared at a recent
public hearing on the proposal
to speak in support or opposi-
tion. Department of Safety and
Inspections (DSI) staff said it
would help small businesses that
want to offer limited entertain-
ment, such as acoustic music. For
example, a coffee shop could not
bring in a large band with ampli-
fied music or host a dance under
the new ordinance.

If there are complaints about
a business holding too many
events without a license, or if an
event is disruptive to the sur-
rounding neighborhood, the city
can take steps to block the busi-
ness from holding more events
in the future. Or the business
could be forced to apply for the
license and then have conditions
attached to the license to prevent
future problems.

When coffee houses began
popping up around St. Paul in
the 1990s, the city was forced to
crack down on establishments
that hosted entertainment with-
out the required cabaret licenses.
Several businesses complained at
that time that the requirement
was onerous.

The vote on the ordinance
was unanimous with Ward Two
Council Member Dave Thune ab-
staining. He owns a tea house
and art gallery in the city’s West
End.

More time is needed to draft
proposed new regulations on St.
Paul sober houses. The St. Paul
Planning Commission had hoped
to have a draft ready for an April
28 public hearing. But that has
been postponed until June.

Sober houses are residences
for persons who are recovering

from alcohol or chemical de-
pendency. The group living situa-
tion allows residents to support
each other in the quest for sobri-
ety. Sober houses typically have
rules that call for residents to re-
main sober, attend meetings or
obtain counseling to stay sober,
and hold jobs or attend school.

Sober houses cannot be reg-
ulated in the same way that the
city regulates shelters for battered
persons, homeless shelters or
group homes for the mentally
handicapped or mentally ill. That
is because the courts have deter-
mined that sober house residents
have a disability that is protected
by the Federal Fair Housing Act. 

The city can regulate sober
houses under fire and building
safety codes. But the houses do
not have to meet other regula-
tions. For example, the city typi-
cally doesn’t allow more than
four unrelated persons to live in
a single dwelling units. That rule
doesn’t apply to sober houses.

City officials have no idea
how many sober houses are op-
erating in St. Paul. A growing
number of sober houses in some
neighborhoods, including Merri-
am Park, has neighborhood resi-
dents and district councils asking
that the city find some way regu-
late the homes and avoid an
over-concentration in some
neighborhoods. 

Condition of some homes is
one concern. Another is resident
behavior. Homes that have a
large number of residents or host
meetings can generate problems
with on-street parking. But oper-
ators of sober housing and resi-
dents say that those who want
more regulations are being dis-
criminatory.

Any new regulations would
affect new sober houses, not the
ones in existence.

A Planning Commission
committee has been looking at
the proposed regulations for the
past few months, working with
the City Attorney’s Office. The
group was supposed to have
wrapped up its work this spring
but hasn’t finished yet. The clock
is ticking on the committee’s
work as a one-year moratorium
on new sober houses in St. Paul
expires in October.

- Compiled by Jane McClure
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RockTenn
Continued from page 6

RDF plants have constant
monitoring for emissions. Permits
are required to be tested an annu-
ally. Air quality permits, written by
the MPCA, limit what can be
emitted. Limits on emissions can
also be placed during the environ-
mental impact statements (EIS)
process when a facility is planned,
in federal and state air emissions
permits.

Anaerobic digestion also has
its pros and cons. The success of a
system is closely tied to its energy
source or feed stock. Patrick Hill,
an engineer who has worked on
several types of anaerobic diges-
tion systems, said the most viable
feed stock for a system for Rock-
Tenn would be agricultural or
food byproducts. Human waste or
animal waste has been used in sys-
tems elsewhere but the quantity of
waste available means that isn’t
feasible for Rock-Tenn.

The pros include the fact that
it uses renewable fuels, with a low
temperature, low-pressure form of

fuel gas production. It is also an
efficient form of energy produc-
tion in use of feed stocks with a
high water content. It allows for
the recovery of nutrients such as
ammonia, phosphorous and
potassium. It also allows for water
recovery and reuse of water. Or-
ganic solids that are a byproduct
of anaerobic digestion can be re-
covered and sold as topsoil.

But anaerobic digestion
plants can be large, which is one
drawback. Hill estimates Rock-
Tenn would need a facility the size
of eight to 10 acres. That facility,
which would have six three mil-
lion gallon digester tanks, could
cost $50 to $60 million to build.

Another con is the potential
for air emissions and odors, al-
though the system is enclosed to
prevent the escape of methane.
Odors could come from ammonia
or organic used in processing, the
latter of which would generate a
musty, earthy smell. Some RCAP
members were concerned about
odors and the risks involved with
methane, especially the risks for
any plant workers.

Yet another challenge to

anaerobic digestion is that the sys-
tem can be easily disrupted and go
off-line, making it necessary to
have a back-up power source. That
is why it is important to have a
consistent quality and quantity of
feed stock. Hill said that would be
one challenge to using garbage as
a fuel source. Plants in Europe that
use garbage need to have the
garbage carefully sorted before it is
used in a digester.

Hill studied the types of feed
stocks available for an anaerobic
digester, finding that the food or
agricultural wastes available in
and around the Twin Cities aren’t
available in large enough quanti-
ties or of a consistent quality.
Food waste or agricultural waste
generated or processed in the re-
gion is usually used as food for
livestock. That could mean pro-
ducing biogas elsewhere and then
piping it in, an idea that drew
mixed reactions from RCAP mem-
bers. Some said that sounded fea-
sible while others questioned why
anyone producing biogas would
not use it on-site for energy, rather
than sending the biogas else-
where.

Street
parking
Continued from page 5

failed because only a few busi-
ness owners were willing to
foot the costs.

The city can lease a private
lot and improve it for use as
shared parking, if business
owners are willing to pay an
assessment for the lot’s up-
keep, Blakely said. A recent
state law allows cities to set up
parking improvement districts,
where an assessment against
property owners can be dedi-
cated to parking improve-
ments, in a parking improve-
ment district.

What the city could do is
make it easier for lots to be
shared, said Stark. He is look-
ing at the possibility of chang-
ing the conditional use permit
requirement process, which
can be time-consuming and

costly.
Another way to pay for

shared parking improvement is
through on-street meters. After
making that comment, Blakey
quipped, “I can hear the sud-
den intake of breath.” Busi-
nesses may not like meters but
the income can be directed to
parking-related improvements.

Other ideas include look-
ing behind University busi-
nesses to see if alley parking
can be shared, or seeing if
parking on north-south cross
streets can be angled rather
than parallel parking. There
are also programs, mainly for
business employees, through
the Midway and St. Paul Trans-
portation Management Organ-
izations.

There is no one-size-fits-
all solution. “Some businesses
might do fine with rear park-
ing,” said Lovejoy. “At others
customers need to get in and
out quickly. In some places
that is going to be a tougher is-
sue.”



Central presents 
show May 16-17 
Saint Paul Central Touring The-
ater is proud to present “We are
Called to Speak” and Seeds of
Change; two original plays creat-
ed by the youth ensembles. The
event is being held at Concordia
University in the E.M. Pearson
Theater, 312 Hamline Avenue,
Saint Paul, Minnesota, on Friday
May 16 at 8 p.m and Saturday
May 17 at 2 p.m. and 8 p.m. The
cost is $5.

“We are Called to Speak”
follows this story of a young,
Charles, who tries to help his
younger brother to stay in school
by introducing to what is hap-
pening in the world. The story
connects to life of an average
Minnesotan teenager to sweat-
shops, child labor, and global
warming. This play was inspired
by the indifference the youth
experiences in their classmates
and community at large. The
play also explores the issues of
teenage self-identity, public edu-
cation, and the importance of
family.

La Leche League 
discussing breastfeeding
The Advantages of Breastfeeding
is the topic of the next meeting
of Como-Midway La Leche
League, to be held on Tuesday,
May 13 at 7:00 p.m.

Mothers-to-be, mothers, ba-
bies and toddlers are invited to
attend. La Leche League meet-
ings offer breastfeeding informa-
tion and support through moth-
er-to-mother helping.

A lending library on a wide
variety of related topics is also
available. For meeting location
or more information, call Heidi
at 651-659-9527.

District 10 seeks
Community Organizer
The District 10 Como Commu-
nity Council is accepting appli-
cations from qualified candi-
dates for the position of Com-
munity Organizer/Crime Pre-
vention Coordinator. Applica-
tions will be accepted through
May 27, 2008. For more infor-
mation, visit the Council web-
site at www.comopark.com.

This is the principal staff
position for the District 10
Como Community Council and
provides support for all of the
Council’s activities. The
Community Organizer reports
directly to the Chair of the Board
of Directors but works closely
with all Board members, City
staff, representatives of partner
organizations, and the district’s
residents and businesses.

Movie, History, Novels 
at Hamline Library
Learn how to design your own
graphic novel and share your
anime with others on Saturday,
May 31, at 11 a.m. Hosted by
guest graphic artist Teri Blauer.

Interested in the history of
St.  Paul and your neighbor-
hood? On Thursday, May 15, at
7 p.m. the Hamline Midway
History Corps will present an-
other local author.

The next movie matinee
will be on May 17 at 2 p.m.
Call 651-642-0293 for details.

Join in a few friendly
matches against your friends
and neighbors and play chess or
checkers on Tuesday, May 27,
anytime between 10:30 a.m un-
til 12:30 p.m.

Bedtime storytimes are held
every Tuesday evening at 7 p.m.
Toddler and preschool story-
times are held every Friday
morning at 10:30 a.m. On
Saturday, May 10, a special Play
& Learn Storytime will be
held from 10:30 - noon. Share
age appropriate books and toys
with your child from birth to 5
years old. Drop in! No registra-
tion required. Provided by
Resources for Child Caring.

Mount Olive holds plant
exchange May 17
The Mount Olive “Great Give,
Grow, and Grill Day” is coming
Saturday, May 17th!

Mount Olive will hold its
annual plant exchange on May
17 in conjunction with the Dis-
trict 10 neighborhood garage sale
the same day.  Again this year the
Memorial Blood Bank Blood Mo-
bile will be on site conducting a
blood drive from 9:30 to 2 pm.  

Plant exchange will begin at
10 am. Thin you garden and
bring your surplus plants to ex-
change, or get a new plant for
nominal cost. Many varieties of
plants will be available.

To satisfy your hunger free
hot dogs and other food will be
provided under the big tent from
10:30 – 2 pm, along with free
music.  Come and enjoy the
“Give, Grow, and Grill” events at
Mt. Olive May 17th!  

Holy Childhood holds
Rummage Sale May 15
Holy Childhood Rummage Sale
will be held Thursday, May 15th,
9:00 a.m to 7:00 p.m. and Friday,
May 16th 9:00 a,m. to noon. The
church is located at 1435 Midway
Parkway, St. Paul. [at the corner of
Pascal and Midway Parkway].

Alpha comes to Midway
ALPHA will begin on April 24th
at Zion Lutheran Church, 1697
Lafond Ave. This is an excellent
course with a history of helping
people learn some of the basics
of Christianity. It will help peo-
ple answer questions like, “Why
did Jesus Die? And Why and
How do I pray?” We really want
to encourage everyone who is
new to Christianity or who is
just checking it out to come and
be a part of this Alpha
course. We’ll meet Thursday
evenings from 6-7.30 p.m.
beginning April 24th and end-
ing June 26th (9 weeks).
Dessert will be provided each
week. This course is totally
free. Please begin asking your
neighbors, friends and cowork-
ers to attend this course with
you. This is a very non-threat-
ening way to introduce your
friends to Christ. Alpha Preview
Dinner is on April 20th on
Sunday at 5 p.m. For registra-
tion and further information
contact Zion Lutheran church at
651-645-0851. Alpha’s website:
www.alpha.org 

“ART-CYCLE” event 
at Mosaic May 10
Saturday May 10th, 1-4 p.m. at
Mosaic on a Stick, 595 N.
Snelling Ave and across the
street at Hamline Park, Snelling
and Thomas. Come help deco-
rate and celebrate the new “ART-
CYCLE” - a bike and trailer that
will be used to distribute free art
supplies and promote bicycling
throughout the Twin Cities.
Also help create a bike mural for
the Sibley Bike Depot and deco-
rate your own bike helmet
(bring it). This will be a free
event with food, music, games,
art, bikes and more!
Macalester’s Bike Organization
will also provide bike informa-
tion and an on site mechanic
for a drop-in hour for bike tune-
ups. We will raffle three chil-
dren’s bikes donated by the
Sibley Bike Depot. Organized
by Mosaic on a Stick, Mac Bike
and Sibley Bike Depot.

Como Park Tree Trek
Identification June 14
The Environment Committee of
District Ten and Capitol
Watershed District is holding its
annual Tree Identification Trek
through Como Park on June 14,
(Saturday) from 10 a.m. to
noon. Meet at the Como Park
Pavilion near the wooden black
bear on the west side. The tree
trek is open to the public and is
free. Please call Chet Mirocha
651-646-4226 if you have ques-
tions.

AAUW Scholarships
awarded
The St. Paul Branch of AAUW
[American Association of Uni-
versity Women] awards scholar-
ships and grants to area women
to further their education. The
scholarship will be given to Ash-
leigh Hayes, a senior of Como
Park Senior High School. Two
grants will be given to Bao Vue,
a senior at Arlington Senior
High and to Ka Xiong, a senior
at Como Park Senior High
School.

The St. Paul Branch began
educational awards in 1911. Its
trust fund is supported by an
annual book sale, house tour,
concerts, etc. plus gifts and
bequests.

Safe Travel” topic 
for program
“Safe Travel for Seniors,” will be
the topic on May 13 at a lunch-
eon for Hamline Midway sen-
iors at 1514 Englewood Avenue
beginning at 11:30. A free will
offering is collected for the
meal. Call the office of Hamline
Midway Elders 651-209-6542 to
make reservations for the lunch-
eon or if you require free trans-
portation or if you are a senior,
caregiver or neighbor and would
like information about our serv-
ices. Visit www.blocknurse.org
Hamline Midway Elders is a
neighborhood non profit with a
goal to keep seniors in their own
homes.

Pork Roast Dinner 
May 17 at St. Bernard's 
St. Bernard’s Catholic Aid
Council will be holding a Pork
Roast and Sauerkraut Dinner on
Saturday, May 17, 4 to 7 p.m. at
St. Bernard’s Parish Center, Rice
and Geranium. The cost is $7 for
adults and children 12 and
under $3. Dinner includes: pota-
toes, dumplings, gravy, dessert
and beverage. Bottomless cup of
coffee. For more information
651-488-6733.

Galtier holds annual
Beach Party May 22
Galtier Magnet School of Math,
Science and Technology, located
at Charles and Hamline Avenues,
is hosting its annual Beach Party
on Thursday, May 22, from 5
p.m. – 7 p.m. Families and
friends are invited to join us for
food, games, raffle, music, limo
rides, cake walk, and more. Our
Beach Party celebrates the com-
pletion of a successful year of
learning.
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Central Lutheran teacher retires in June
Connie Petersen, 1st grade teacher at Central Lutheran School
(CLS), St. Paul, Minnesota, will retire in June of this year after 40
years of teaching. Ms. Petersen has been teaching 1st grade at CLS
since 1977.  Prior to coming to CLS, she also taught in Lutheran
schools in Berlin, Clintonville, and Oshkosh, all in Wisconsin.

A special day honoring Ms. Petersen is planned for Sunday,
June 1. She will be recognized for her 40 years of teaching at a 9:00
a.m. worship service at St. Stephanus Lutheran Church, 739 La-
fond Avenue.  An open house reception will be held at Central
Lutheran School, 775 North Lexington Parkway, also on Sunday,
June 1, 2 p.m. to 4 p.m.  All former and current students and fami-
lies and friends are invited to attend and reminisce with Ms. Pe-
tersen.

Ms. Petersen grew up in Denison, Iowa.  She received her teach-
ing degree from Concordia College, St. Paul, in 1967.  She also
holds an M.S. in Reading from the University of Wisconsin
Oshkosh.  Ms. Petersen is a member of St. Stephanus Lutheran
Church, St. Paul, where she has been active in choir, Sunday School,
and the usher team.
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ADVERTISE!

By JANE MCCLURE
Restoring $70 million in state

funding before the Minnesota Leg-
islature adjourns on May 19 is just
one roadblock facing the Central
Corridor light rail project. As this
issue of the Monitor went to press,
state lawmakers and Governor
Tim Pawlenty were discussing
budget ideas that could add some
of the governor’s priorities into the
mix and restore the $70 million
that he vetoed in April.

But the veto is just challenge
the project is facing. On May 21
the Central Corridor Corridor
Management Committee must de-
cide whether or not to put the
brakes on the northern alignment,
a route which would take light rail
off of Washington Avenue and ex-
tend it through the East Bank cam-
pus and Dinkytown.

Members of the Corridor
Management Committee, a group
made up of local elected officials
and appointees from the Universi-
ty of Minnesota and Minnesota
Department of Transportation
(MnDOT) are at odds over how
light rail should extend through
the U of M. The committee will do
a side-by-side comparison of the
route alternatives May 21 and
make a decision then as to how to
proceed. The committee hopes to
have ridership projections and im-
pacts on the Cost Effectiveness In-
dex or CEI for both routes. The
CEI is a complex formula the Fed-
eral Transportation Administra-
tion (FTA) uses to rank and fund
transit projects.

At a sometimes tense meeting
April 30, committee members de-
bated the northern alignment and
what further studies of the option
could mean. Committee members
are already worried that the dis-
sension over the U of M route will
not reflect well on chances for fed-
eral money for the $909.1 million
project.

Metropolitan Council Chair
Peter Bell said the project planners
would need a “very compelling
reason” to shift from Washington

Avenue to the northern alignment.
If that decision is not made in
time for preliminary engineering
to be done, it could push the proj-
ect back by at least a one year and
add at least $40 million in project
costs. “I feel strongly that we need
to make a decision,” Bell said.

“We believe the northern
alignment is a worthy alternative,’
said U of M Vice President Kath-
leen O’Brien. She said it should be
included in studies of the project
and that U of M officials want
all options studied.

Those involved say
that moving rail off
of Washington Av-
enue and to a
northern route
would save the
project $15
million. In
April the
Board of Re-
gents reaf-
firmed that po-
sition. But
changing the U
of M alignment
could add a year’s
delay and at least
$40 million to its price
tag, project planners say.
The project is due at the Fed-
eral Transportation Administra-
tion (FTA) by early September,
which means the full Metropoli-
tan Council must sign off on it in
August.

The route selected by the Met-
ropolitan Council February 27 in-
cluded an at-grade alignment on
Washington Avenue, after the idea
of a tunnel was dropped due to
costs. At that time the committee
and Metropolitan Council agreed
that the U of M could continue
studying a northern alignment
through the campus. This route
would cross the Mississippi River
at the Ninth Street Bridge, then ex-
tend through Dinkytown and past
athletic facilities and a planned
biosciences research area before
connecting with University Av-
enue at the campus’s east end.

The northern alignment isn’t
a new plan, said O’Brien. It has
been considered as long ago as
2001. At that time the U of M
Board of Regents passed a resolu-
tion calling for the tunnel beneath
Washington Avenue. If the tunnel
could not be built, the board stat-
ed, it wanted the northern align-
ment pursued. That resolution was
reaffirmed by the Regents in April.

U of M officials held onto
their desire

for a
tun-

n e l
up until

the February
27 vote. The tunnel was scrapped
because dropping it cut about
$147 million from the project
budget. Tunnel construction plans
had to be changed due to the
placement of the Gophers football
stadium that is now under con-
struction.

The concern about Washing-
ton Avenue is traffic and how traf-
fic would be mitigated for the sur-
rounding neighborhoods if other
vehicles have to be moved off of
that street. One estimate is that
25,000 vehicles could be detoured
off the street each day if light rail is
built at-grade there. But a list of re-
lated mitigation measures needed
hasn’t been finished, yet another
question mark for the Corridor
Management Committee.

The committee heard a report
April 30 from Michael Monahan
of SRF Consultants about how the
northern alignment could be
built, then a response from Cen-
tral Corridor Project Director Mark
Fuhrman about the alignment’s
shortcomings including bridge re-
placement and negotiations for
railroad right-of-way.

Other committee members
said they understand the U of M
concerns. But they are also wor-
ried about the future of the light
rail project. “Delay is our enemy,’
said Hennepin County Commis-
sioner Peter McLaughlin. He said
the project is at a “lethal mo-
ment.”

St. Paul Mayor Chris Cole-
man said he would respect the
wishes of Hennepin County,
Minneapolis and U of M lead-
ers on the U of M alignment.
But he is concerned about any-
thing that would “delay or
threaten the future of this proj-
ect.”

“I’m not going to vote for
anything that delays this project,”
said Minneapolis Mayor R.T. Ry-
bak. He pushed for an objective
look at both alignments and for
the Metropolitan Council and U
of M planners to work together.
But Bell said the two groups have
been working together, to the
point that he is concerned that
time spent on the northern align-
ment is creating a time crunch for
the rest of the Central Corridor
project.

What is also roiling the Corri-
dor Management Committee is
the U of M’s high-profile lobbying
effort for the northern alignment,
which has included meetings with
Minnesota’s Congressional delega-
tion. In March U of M officials
sent the FTA a 23-page legal mem-
orandum that claims the Metro-
politan Council forced the univer-
sity to support the Washington Av-
enue route and may be violating
federal laws due to the rail pro-
ject’s timelines.

The letter, signed by U of M

General Counsel Mark Rotenberg,
said the U of M has not modified
its opposition to the at-grade
Washington Avenue rail plans.

Another point of debate for
the U of M is how the light rail
project’s impacts will be paid for.
The Central Corridor project’s
$909.1 million budget only in-
clude $39 million for mitigation
along the entire 11-mile route.
When the light rail plans were ap-
proved February 27 it was with the
understanding that any leftover
mitigation money would be used
to build one of three additional
stations sought along University
Avenue in St. Paul.

St. Paul businesses that would
lose on-street parking due to light
rail construction are also eyeing
the mitigation budget, as is the St.
Paul Fire Department. Two Uni-
versity Avenue fire stations and
one downtown station would
have access impacted by light rail
running outside of their buildings.
But some members of the Corri-
dor Management Committee have
indicated that $39 million may
not be enough to meet the U of M
needs around Washington Avenue,
let alone any other project issues.

State lawmakers and Pawlenty
are watching the U of M debate as
they seek a way to get $70 million
for Central Corridor approved be-
fore the end of the legislative ses-
sion. Pawlenty has indicated he
would be amenable to restoring a
vetoed $70 million allocation if
several conditions are met includ-
ing a a cap on property tax increas-
es. The governor is also seeking
funding for a nursing home for
the Minnesota Veterans Home in
Minneapolis and a new state park
on Lake Vermillion in northern
Minnesota. Meetings to negotiate
an agreement began last week.

But the governor’s offer to
fund the light rail project is also
contingent on working toward res-
olution of the issues surrounding
the U of M light rail alignments
and to have a process in place to
resolve those issues.

Legislature, Governor wrangle
on funding for Central Corridor



By KRISTA FINSTAD HANSON
Most people familiar with

Brian McMahon know he is the
Executive Director of University
UNITED, in the news for its advo-
cacy along the Central Corridor.
What may be less well known is
that McMahon’s sideline docu-
menting, preserving, and cele-
brating the urban built environ-
ment. He has had his eye trained
on University Avenue for the last
eight years, and it is McMahon’s
belief that “there is no corridor
that has more history related to
transportation in the country.”

The Hamline Midway Histo-
ry Corps is pleased to host
McMahon who will share his re-
search and a large assortment of
historical images of transporta-
tion along University Avenue.
This Speaker Series event will take
place at the Hamline Midway
Branch Library (1558 Minnehaha
Avenue West, St. Paul) on Thurs-
day, May 15th in the lower level
Auditorium beginning at 7 p.m.
The event is free and is co-spon-
sored by the Friends of the St.
Paul Public Library. 

“Historical rehabilitation is
a big part of my professional ca-
reer,” says McMahon.

Born and raised in New York,
McMahon trained to be an archi-
tect at the Pratt Institute. He did
coursework in Historic Preserva-
tion at Columbia, and worked
with the South Street Seaport
project, revitalizing a historical
dockyard area complete with re-
built clipper ships. He later be-
came a historic property redevel-
oper. A move to Minnesota 15
years ago found McMahon work-
ing as a consultant with the

North East Neighborhoods De-
velopment Corp. Under Brian’s
leadership, the NENDC along
with the Ramsey County Histori-
cal Society put together a large
show on “Bungalows of the Twin
Cities” at the Landmark Center in
the 1995.  He then did oral histo-
ries for an exhibit for the Min-
nesota Labor Interpretive Center,
a proposed museum for which
funding was vetoed by Jesse Ven-
tura. 

McMahon is currently work-
ing on a book about the history
of the Ford Company in Min-
nesota for the University of Min-
nesota Press.  A tour of the St.
Paul Ford plant in Highland Park
prompted McMahon’s interest in
the plant’s history, and eventually
led him to discover there was an-
other St. Paul Ford plant at 117
University Avenue (which pro-
duced Model Ts) and one in Min-
neapolis. “I am fascinated with
history in general, “says McMa-
hon, “but my interest in Ford is
part of my interest in industrial
architecture.”

Along the way McMahon has
become inspired by transporta-
tion history too, as many of the
artifacts and stories he’s turned
up in the 8 years of working for
University United relate to some
aspect of transportation. Perhaps
it is fate that University UNITED’s
offices are located in the Zimmer-
man building, owned by a de-
scendent of the joint proprietor
of Barrett & Zimmerman, a horse
trading company formerly oper-
ating at 1933 University Avenue.
In the 1896 St. Paul City Directo-
ry, Barrett & Zimmerman was one
of four horse dealers at what be-

came the Great Horse Market at
Prior and University. While the
firm eventually went out of busi-
ness, McMahon states that “there
was a long transitional period
where all modes [of transporta-
tion] were competing against
each other – horses, railroad,
streetcars, trucking, and automo-
biles.”  

McMahon has also enjoyed
following serendipitous leads to
other facets of  transportation
history along University Avenue
and the surrounding neighbor-
hoods. One such interest is
William Stout, who attended
Hamline University and became
an engineer, founding Stout Avia-
tion which was later bought out
by Ford. However, William
Stout’s connection to aviation
history goes even further as “he
was one of the founding charter
partners in Northwest Airlines,”
says McMahon. 

With a busy day job, a wife,
and four kids, McMahon admits
that “research is my weekend
job.” He hopes to complete his
Ford book this year, but it may
stretch into next year. 

He also admits to a long-
standing avocation for “trading
on eBay” allowing him to amass
a large collection of photographs,
ephemera, and artifacts related to
University Avenue.

We are all the more fortunate
then to have Brian McMahon
present his research and visual
details of University Avenue
transportation history at the next
Hamline Midway History Corps
Speaker Series. For more informa-
tion please visit our website at
www.HamlineMidwayHistory.org
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1587 SELBY AVE. ST. PAUL
651•644•4110

lulasvintagewear.com

It’s 
Spring

at
Lula’s!

Next deadline:
June 2

Speaker Series event at Hamline Library May 15…

University UNITED’s McMahon
shares history of transportation
on busy University Avenue

University UNITED Executive Director Brian McMahon has had his eye trained on University Avenue for the last
eight years, and it is McMahon’s belief that “there is no corridor that has more history related to transportation in
the country.” The Hamline Midway History Corps is pleased to host McMahon who will share his research and a
large assortment of historical images of transportation along University Avenue at the Hamline Midway Branch Li-
brary (1558 Minnehaha Avenue West, St. Paul) on Thursday, May 15th in the lower level Auditorium beginning
at 7 p.m. (Photo by Bill Klotz)



By JANE MCCLURE
A two-space parking variance

has been granted to a growing Co-
mo Park restaurant. But the St.
Paul Board of Zoning Appeals
(BZA) vote isn’t likely to end con-
troversy over Java Train, 1337 Pas-
cal.

The April 21 BZA decision,
adopted on a 5-2 vote, is final un-
less it is appealed to the St. Paul
City Council. As of Monitor dead-
line no appeal had been filed.

The variance is subject to the
condition that Java Train close at
10 p.m. The board split on the
vote because two members dis-
agreed with the idea of overturn-
ing a staff recommendation to de-
ny the variance. Staff found that
the variance request didn’t meet a
series of conditions the city ap-
plies to every variance.

The business has four off-
street parking spaces but was re-
quired to have 11 for Java Train
and a florist, The Fighting Iris. Ex-
panding the restaurant requires
two more off-street parking
spaces, prompting the variance re-
quest.

Java Train is seen by its sup-
porters as the little coffee house
that could. Business owners Steve
and Christine Finnegan are
praised for their efforts to create a
community-friendly business.
Getting the doors open took
months of wrangling at the neigh-
borhood and City Hall levels. But
its detractors see it as a business
that is trying to grow in an area
where it doesn’t belong, in a
neighborhood where parking is
already an issue.

In 2004 Java Train was issued
a non-conforming use permit to
allow the coffee shop and a flower
shop, the Fighting Iris, to open
there. The Pascal Street structure
was erected in 1928, and housed

a drugstore and a grocery store.
The property was originally zoned
commercial, then rezoned for res-
idential use in the 1970s as part
of a citywide zoning code change.

Then came a request to allow
the coffee shop to become a
restaurant. In May 2007 the City
Council rezoned the property
from residential to business use as
a way of allowing the coffee
house to expand its menu to
restaurant status. That was contro-
versial because the St. Paul Plan-
ning Commission and city staff
considered the move to be a spot
zoning, which is illegal in Min-
nesota. Spot zoning is when a
zoning change is made that isn’t
considered to be legally compati-
ble with the surrounding zoning.

One concern with a zoning
change is that it stays with the
property. That means that in the
future, if Java Train moves, other
types of businesses the property is
zoned for could move in, such as
a liquor store. City staff looked at
a variety of ways to help the
Finnegans, possibly by making
other changes in the city code, but
were unable to come up with any-
thing in a timely manner.

Similar concerns were also
raised by city staff about the two-
space parking variance, which city
staff recommended against. The
variance is sought because the
Fighting Iris has closed and the
Finnegans want to expand the
restaurant into the former floral
shop space. They also need to ren-
ovate the kitchen and expand the
food offerings allowed under the
restaurant’s current license classi-
fication. The current expansion is
not tied to any request for a beer
and wine license, said Steve
Finnegan. That has been debated
by the community in the past.

Como Community Council

recommended approval of the
parking variance. Three people
spoke for granting the variance,
two parishioners of the nearby
Holy Childhood Catholic
Church, and one neighbor.
Neighbor Sarah Ford said there
have not been parking problems
and she anticipates that the vari-
ance and business expansion
won’t create any. She also said it is
“embarrassing” to be wrangling
over the parking variance.

But another neighbor, Bill
Sylvester, said there is a parking
problems in the area, which will
be made worse by the expansion
and variance. “This will dramati-
cally increase the number of cars,”
he said. Sylvester gave the BZA
photos of illegally parked vehicles
in the area and noted that even
city vehicles sometimes park ille-
gally in the neighborhood so that
city employees can go to Java
Train.

BZA Member Vince Courtney
asked Steve Finnegan if he’d be
willing to accept a variance with
the condition that any request for
a beer and wine license be
brought back for action later. But
Finnegan refused, saying “I don’t
want to tie my hands as a busi-
ness owner and limit my menu.”

John Hardwick of the BZA
staff said issuance of beer and
wine licenses for Java Train would
require a separate review process,
with Como Community Council
and neighbors. At that time the
parking needs would be looked at
again.

Other BZA members asked if
shared parking could be pursued
with Holy Childhood. But
Finnegan said that would be an-
other city process and more costs,
for a separate conditional use per-
mit from the Planning Commis-
sion.
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Part Time
Positions Available:

Morning Stock Crew
5 AM - 9 AM Weekdays. 
NO NIGHTS or WEEKENDS!

Cashiers
Must have excellent people skills and
be detail oriented. Retail experience
preferred but not required. Flexible
schedule and benefits available. Add’l
$2.50 per hour for weekend hours.

Apply in person at:

2005 University Avenue West
St. Paul, MN 55104

I am very excited to announce Hlee Vang as the 
STAR Student of the month! Hlee is a very well
respected student at New Spirit Middle School. Hlee
comes to school every day thirsty for more knowledge.
She puts 110% into what ever assignment or task she is
given, which proves that she is a hard worker. Hlee is
very caring, compassionate, and respectful. It is a
pleasure to have had Hlee in my classroom for the past
two years. Hlee is a model student for New Spirit and I
know she will continue to be through the rest of her
education career. WAY TO GO HLEE!

Congratulations to Hlee Vang and her family on her selection
as New Spirit School’s Star Student of the Month. 

New Spirit’s Star Student of the month receives a $25 gift certificate for a local bookstore.

New Spirit School offers small class sizes, a content-rich curriculum, and a
focus on character education. New Spirit School currently has openings for 
K - 8 students. For more information on our tuition free K - 8 program please

CALL 651-225-9177
260 Edmund Avenue (One block west of Marion Street) 

New Spirit School’s

STAR STUDENT

This month we honor,
Hlee Vang

Christ Lutheran Church
on Capitol Hill

A multi-cultural Lutheran Community of Faith

105 W. University Ave. • 651-222-3619
Worship: 9:30 am

Sunday School and Adult Education:
10:45 am

Interim Pastor: Ronald K. Johnson

Java train chugs back

Authors
Continued from page 8

Pomeroy said another com-
monality she saw in the stories
was that many of the mothers
were struggling with roles they
had not chosen for themselves,
but had been foisted upon them. 

“Issues like divorce, death,
political upheaval or cultural ex-
pectations defined them,” she
said.

This seemed like a common
thread drawing the women to-
gether, however different their
lives and backgrounds. And this
book has brought several of the
authors together, participating in
readings locally. 

“We’re having a great time,”
said Kysar. Some writers have
come from Kansas and Washing-
ton to participate in the readings.

Kysar said the book’s title,
“Riding Shotgun,” came from
one of the stories. A daughter de-

scribes how she “rode shotgun”
for her mother as she drove
across the country selling Stanley
products. It was the daughter’s
job to make sure her mom stayed
awake on the long drive home.

“We needed a title that
would explain that this is not a
book just about sweetness and
light,” Kysar said.  She said it also
described the mother-daughter
relationship, helping each other
on the metaphorical journey of
life.

A two-space parking variance has been granted to a growing Como Park restaurant.
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1514 Englewood Avenue – St. Paul 651-645-0667

SUNDAY WORSHIP
8:00 AM Worship

9:30 AM Worship

10:30 AM Fellowship & Hospitality

8:30 PM Compline Service (May 18, last service until fall)

h

Details on website:
www.hamlinechurch.org

605 Front Ave • St. Paul • 651-489-9633

Schroeder’s
COMO •  FRONT •  DALE

BREAKFAST • LUNCH • DINNER
DAILY LUNCH SPECIALS

BAR & GRILL

Mother’s Day Brunch
Sunday May 11

Seatings at 9:00 a.m., 11:00 a.m. and 1:00 p.m. 
Reservations Suggested

Adults $14.95 • Ages 6-12 $7.95 • 5 & under Free
Mom gets Free Glass of Champagne

We’ll make your payments

Carty Heights holds Grand Opening, honors funders

Classifieds 
$1 per word

Carty Heights is a federally-subsidized residence for limited-income indi-
viduals age 62+ at 412 North Dunlap. It opened November 1, 2007 as
a full house with a waiting list. As last week’s official Grand Opening
celebration on May 1, 2008, the waiting list had grown to an estimated
10 years long. The program honored the organizations and individuals
that participated in the funding of Carty Heights. (Back Row): Jerry
Timian, The Saint Paul Foundation; Melvin Carter III, City Council,
Ward 1, City of Saint Paul; Chris Coleman, Mayor, City of Saint Paul;
Robert Odman, Assistant Commisioner, Multi-Family Division, Min-
nesota Housing; Paul Woxland, Director, Minneapolis Multi-Family
Hub, U.S. Dept. of Housing and Urban Development; (Front Row):
Sylvia Carty, wife of namesake Fr. Denzil Carty, flanked by daughters
Jaqueline and Celeste.

Brian Madison, 15 yrs. old, of St.
Paul, MN, has earned the highest
advancement award the Boy
Scouts of America offers to
Scouts, the Eagle Scout Award.

Madison will be recognized
in ceremonies on Thursday, May
15th, 2008 at 7pm in the school

auditorium at the Church of St.
Columba.

A member of St. Columba’s
Troop 13, Madison is one of
approximately 4 percent of all Boy
Scouts who attain the Eagle rank,
according to Scoutmaster Nick
Denkinger.

Eagle Scout Award May 15

Washington Middle School
announces $17 renovation
By JAN WILLMS

Changes to a Northside
landmark add the latest in tech-
nology but holds onto historical
tradition. 

A grand reopening at 10
a.m. on May 28 will celebrate the
completion of the $17 million
renovation to Washington Tech-
nology Magnet Middle School at
1041 Marion St.

“We kept the shell of the
building, the nice brick exterior
and the natural woodwork,” said
Dr. Mike McCollor, principal of
the school. “But we gutted a lot
of the interior.”

The architectural changes,
which make the building handi-
cap accessible and more usable,
have earned the school the FAB
award for design.

According to McCollor,

plans to renovate the 1924
building began about four years
ago, with the actual process tak-
ing place the past two years.

“The biggest piece of the
project has been to bring more
technology to the school,” Mc-
Collor said. “We have eight dif-
ferent computer labs, a new me-
dia center and wireless computer
network.”

The three-story Technology
Gallery addition is the heart of
the school, according to McCol-
lor. The atrium space is described
as flooded with daylight and
alive with student interaction.

The contrast between the
traditional exterior and the
bright and fresh interior look is
energizing and invigorating. The
improvements in the technologi-
cal aspects of the school are de-

signed to match the new pro-
grams, such as the BioSMART
initiative, that Washington has
undertaken.

The school remained open
all during the renovation and
construction process, with the ar-
chitect and school coordinating
closely to maintain safety and se-
curity in order to help avoid dis-
ruption.

According to information
provided by Washington School,
the goals for the renovation in-
cluded unifying and rejuvenating
an old building; clarifying circu-
lation in a complex floor plan;
increasing security and visibility
within the school; enhancing
technology capabilities to sup-
port special curriculum and ex-
ploring sustainable opportuni-
ties. 



Monitor Want Ads are now $1 per
word with a $10 minimum. Send
your remittance along with your
ad to Monitor Classifieds, Iris Park
Place, 1885 University Avenue, Ste.
#110, St. Paul, MN 55104.
Classifieds must be prepaid via
cash, check, or credit card.
Classified ads can be e-mailed to
denisw@aplacetoremember.com.
Want ads must be in the Monitor
before June 2 for the June 12 issue.
Call 651-645-7045 for more infor-
mation. Your classified ad will also
be automatically placed on the
Monitor’s website at
www.MonitorSaintPaul.com

APARTMENT FOR RENT
One bedroom basement apart-
ment. Garage, utilities and laun-
dry paid. $595 per month. No
pets or smoking. References.
Available 6/1. 651-489-6965. 5-08

BATHROOMS
Bathroom/kitchens!! Bad water
pressure? Sinks, toilets and
tub/surrounds, etc. Ceramic tile.
Basement bathrooms installed.
Call 612-275-9815. 5-08

BUY AND SELL
“**Wanted** HiFi Consoles, Old
Stereo Gear, Big Spkrs, Ham
Radios, homemade audio gear,
ETC. Need Not Work Andy 651-
329-0515. 7-09

Vintage 1900-1949 lights, house
hardware, doors, tubs, radiators,
etc. Also furniture hardware.
651-644-9270. 20% off with ad.
6-08

CARPET INSTALLATIONS
Professional carpet installations.
Repairs – restretches. 30 yrs. Exp.
Ward 651-774-3738. 1-09

CONCRETE WORK
Goodmanson Construction.
Concrete experts since 1971.
Steps, driveways, walls, 
basement and garage floors. 
Call NOW! 651-636-4996,
www.goodmansonconstruction.c
om 7-08

Concrete work - Steps our specialty,
ornamental step rails, small jobs
and repair. Al Hansen 651-227-
4320. 2-08

COMPUTERS
PC911 Computer and Network
Repair, virus, email, internet, instal-
lation, purchasing, assessment.
Fast, friendly service for residential
and business, local since 1993. Call
Frank Brandon, 651-290-0120. 11-08

DAYCARE
Daycare openings, all ages,
licensed, certified, food program,
fenced yard. Pre-school program.
No smoking. No pets. Lots more.
Sue. 651-644-1873. 5-08

EMPLOYMENT
Looking for delivery carriers to deliv-
er the Monitor approximately 3 to 4
hours per month. Pay by route. Also
looking for contract carriers for work
two or three times a week. Great for
supplemental income! Call 651-
458-8053, ask for Lloyd. 12-03

HAULING
Hauling - We haul away
almostanything from old furni-
ture and appliances to yard waste
and construction debris. For free
estimate on cleaning your garage,
attic, basement, and yard. Just
Call 612-724-9733. We Haul. 5-08

HOUSECLEANING
Sherry’s Housecleaning Services.
651-225-1479. Complete clean-
ing services! Very affordable. 5-08

CJ’s housecleaning. One time,
temporary, spring cleaning, and
ongoing housecleaning services
offered. Reliable and thorough.
651-776-4824. 5-08

INSTRUCTION
Music for Little People: Music
classes for newborns through age
7 featuring Kindermusik. 651-
793-5132. 6-08

LAWN SERVICE
Sorensen Lawn Care, full service
lawn care including mowing,
spring and fall clean-ups, fertil-
ization, aeration. Call Jeff for free
estimates. 651-695-1230. 7-08

LAWN CARE
Lawn mowing. Free estimates.
763-783-1014. 5-08

PAINTING
Painting - wallpaper removal,
skim coating. Painter Jim 651-
698-0840. B-08

Interior/exterior painting, enam-
eling, plaster patching, free esti-
mates. Bob. 651-633-5565. 12-08

PET SITTER
Loving care of your pets while
you’re at work or on vacation.
Daily dog walks. Bonded &
Insured. KajasHappyTails.com.
651-644-3162. 8-08

PIANO TUNING
Quality piano tuning and repair.
Reasonable rates. Call Robert
Clough @ 612-722-7586 or e-
mail: robtclough@aol.com. 9-08

SERVICES
Tiling. Back-splashes, floors, tub
surrounds. Artisan quality.
Insured remodeler (MN
#20454530). 612-702-0761. B-08

Chimney Repairs – Phil Larson
Construction. Family business
since 1957. 612-414-4612. B-08

Home Repair Services - painting,
wallpapering, sheetrock/taping,
ceiling texturing, ceramic tile, re-
grout kitchen, bathroom repairs,
carpet/steam cleaning; 30 years’
experience. Mark 651-771-0661. 6-

08

Professional Exterior and Interior
Painting, wall repair and plaster-
ing; ceiling texturing, wallpaper-
hanging, moderate prices; free
estimates, licensed, bonded,
insured; Merriam Park Painting,
651-224-3660, 651-552-2090. B-08

VACUUM CLEANER
Vacuum Cleaners: Sales, service
and supplies. Experts since 1952.
666 University @ Dale. 651-222-
6316. www.a-1vacuum.com 8-08

VOCAL LESSONS
Vocal/drama coach in the Como
neighborhood. Voice lessons for
music theatre and interpretation
technique. Florence Schaffer. 651-
488-2212. 6-08

WANTED TO BUY
Paying the most cash for your fur-
niture, dishes, glassware, knick-
nacks, costume jewelry, antiques,
pictures, lamps, household items
etc. I make housecalls. Call Mary
Anne 612-729-3110.  6-08
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651-642-1838MATT’S PAINTING & DRYWALL
Exterior & Interior Painting

• Drywall Hanging • Mudding • Sanding
• Wallpaper Removal • Garage Floor Epoxies

Insured / References / 15+ years exp.
Call Matt 651-206-9247

Free Estimates

Start off your spring garden
We have composted manure

We Sell: • Decorative Landscape Mulches • Decorative Landscape Rock
• Soil Ammendments (compost) • Top Soil & Sand

We Accept: • Brush • Yard Waste • Stumps • Sod & Soil

• Locally owned and operated • Over 20 years experience • 4th year at this location

Hrs: Mon-Fri 8:00 am - 5:30 pm, Sat. 9:00 am - 4:00 pm

10% OFF
on your first visit

Valid thru 6/10/08

1/2 price delivery
for orders of

10 yards of product or more
Valid thru 6/10/08

Landscape Supplies
Environmental Processing 

The Midway Como Monitor is 
typically published the second

Thursday-Friday of each month .
If you’re not receiving a timely
delivery call 651-645-7045
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Additions • Remodeling
Renovation • Windows & Siding

Concrete • Garages

$Money
For Ju nkers

• Paying Top Dollar
• Free Towing

651-216-3523
Bob’s Towing – Since 1977

TOTAL HOME
IMPROVEMENTS
Your Complete Contractor • Lic. #20095403

✓ Additions/Basements ✓ Decks/Porches
✓ Bathrooms/Kitchens ✓ Renovations
✓ Doors/Windows ✓ Roofing/Siding

Pictures & refs available

651-777-3911

TSCHIDA BROS.
PLUMBING
• Remodeling &

Repairing
• Water Heaters
• Discount For Seniors

1036 FRONT AVE.,
LICENSED • BONDED

LIC. NO. 7212

651-488-2596

Total Lawn Maintenance
Large or Small Landscaping Projects

Tree and Shrub Maintenance
Plowing and Snow Removal

John: 612-328-6893
21 YEARS EXPERIENCE / MAJOR CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED

www.kernlawnservice.com

LAWN SERVICE

LANDSCAPING

NormanDale
Electric Co.

Residential, Commercial
& Industrial

651-644-0655
Norman D. Bartlett Free Est.

CONCRETE
SIDEWALKS,
STEPS AND 

STUCCO REPAIR

GLASS BLOCK
WINDOW

good for basements
any size

CHIMNEY &
FIREPLACE

WORK
Call Mark Larson
651-642-5090

HARDWOOD FLOORS – Beautifully Refinished
1/2 the Cost & 1 Day Service
to Clean and Re-coat Your Existing Floors

WOOD FLOORS BY MCCORMICK
Free Estimates • 35 Years of Experience • Call Leo at 488-1961

Price Rollback to
2000 Prices

The refinishing of your
existing hardwood floors

Present coupon when bid is given

It’s Spring

Clean Up Time

for Your Floors

TWIN SET................ $119.00
FULL SET ................ $129.00
QUEEN SET ............ $149.00
KING SET................ $249.00

SO SHOP
HERE FIRST!

DELIVERY AVAILABLE!

908 Rice Street • 651-487-9595 • St. Paul

AFFORDABLE MATTRESS INC.
A good night’s sleep doesn’t have to cost alot!

AIR-CONDITIONER &
FURNACE SALE

Over 25 Years Experience / Licensed • Bonded • Insured
Furnace & Air Conditioners • Sheet Metal-Ductwork • Gravity System Ductwork Replacements

KEVIN’S
HEATING & COOLING INC.

“Residential Installation Expert”

651-270-0427         FREE ESTIMATES COLEMAN

GARY’S AUTOMOTIVE REPAIR

455 ATWATER ST. • ST. PAUL, MN 55117
651-776-9088 • 651-487-3659

MANAGER
GARY NIPPOLDT

ASST. MANAGER
GREG NIPPOLDT

• Tire Repair
• Tune-Ups
• Brakes
• Exhaust

• Oil Changes
• Air Conditioning
• Computer Diagnosis
• General Repair

• Basement Glass Bock
Windows

• House Foundation Repair
• Step Railings Repaired &

Reset
Small jobs our specialty

• Quality Concrete
Step Repair

Phil
Larson
Construction
Family business since 1951

612-414-4612

KITCHEN & BATHS

Showroom Hours:
M-Th 10-4:30 Sat 10-2, Eve by appt
968 Grand Ave., St. Paul, MN 55105

651-222-6830 www.regaldesigners.com

DESIGNS       MN LIC. # 1168       ADDITIONS

ALL HANDYMAN SERVICES
Clean Ups & Haul Aways.

Attics, Basements, Garages,
Yards, Tear Offs and Roofing.

We also do Demolishing & Repairs
CALL: 651-274-0263 Call Ed 651-224-3660 or Norm, 651-208-7294

Classifieds $1 per word
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By KRISTA FINSTAD HANSON
Getting a good meal from an

independently-owned restaurant
is high on my list of favorite
things to do. Finding a place with
excellent locally-grown food, a
lovely interior, and fair prices is
definitely hitting the trifecta!

Recently my husband and I
tried Ngon Vietnamese Bistro
(799 University Avenue,
www.ngonbistro.com ). The 1922
historic retail corner store has
been gloriously restored by cur-
rent owners Hai and Jessica
Truong. The building housed the
Caravelle restaurant (1984-2001)
and recently Pho Anh, both
owned by Truong’s family, where
he cut his teeth in the restaurant
business. Although his degree is
in economics and he previously
worked as a stock broker, he
joined his passion for food with
his wife’s interior design skills in
unearthing a diamond in the
rough along the avenue.

I was instantly pleased with
the charming interior. The shim-
mer of light inside comes from
the buttery yellow walls, wrought
iron candelabras, silk-shaded
sconces, and the brilliant open-
ness of the restaurant that still
feels intimate. There is an air of
French Colonial Vietnam, which
is certainly fitting. With the whis-
pery curtain panels blocking the
unsightly view of the bus shelter, I
had for a moment a quick déjà vu
… were we in Paris or were we in
the Midway? Then I realized that
this restaurant was exactly what
University Avenue needed. When
you want to talk about revitaliza-

tion of the Central Corridor, you
needn’t look any further than
Ngon.

On our first dinner out my
husband sampled appetizers. We
had the lettuce wraps, spring rolls,
soup, and the Asian pear salade
with walnuts, organic spring
greens, and a lychee vinaigrette.
Local food supporters will be
happy to know that Executive
chef/Proprietor Hai Truong
sources as many local and organic

ingredients as possible, as well as
featuring organic wines and a
Minnesota beer selection.  

We were impressed with the
food presentation initially and
the quick service of the profes-
sional servers. While we had cer-
tainly too much food for our
small table, we enjoyed the large
white platters of food with gar-
nishes that made even simple
spring rolls appear elegant. We
had nary a complaint with the

taste of our food, and were smil-
ing even wider when our bill for
two came out with tip for under
$50.

I decided to visit again for
lunch. A friend and I were treated
to a lovely sunny day wherein the
curtains were closed, yet the
restaurant continued to sparkle.  

My friend had the lettuce
wrap appetizers and fried tofu,
glazed in a house ginger sauce.
She thought that the tofu had a

“terrific texture - a little crisp, a lit-
tle chewy” with the “right amount
of sauce” and that it was “very fla-
vorful” and “not greasy.”  

The “Bun” dishes consist of a
grilled piece of meat or tofu
served over rice vermicelli. I had
the Bun Ga Nurong which was
served room temperature. It was
topped with shredded carrot, scal-
lion, chicken, and lettuce. With a
side of peanut sauce thrown on as
the dressing, it was heavenly.

The Com Tam is served warm
with a center pile of rice topped
with shredded carrots, surround-
ed by the grilled meat (again
chicken) and sliced tomatoes.
Both dishes had unique tastes
and textures, were light yet filling,
and were generous portions for
their $6.95 price tag.

I have yet to return to sample
the soups, but my friends who
have eaten there several times
swear the Pho is the best around.
Those who don’t eat beef should
know that Pho is made from a
beef stock, but can be glad that it
is grass-fed, Minnesota-raised
beef. A vegetarian soup option is
the Hu Tieu with a vegetable-
broth base, that can be had with
duck, chicken, seafood, or vegeta-
bles. There is also a daily fish fea-
ture, as well as other entrees and
specials. 

The only complaint I could
possibly muster is that I ordered
way too much food and had to
request a to-go box, which was
unfortunately Styrofoam. Next
time I will know to bring along
more friends and some Tupper-
wear from home just in case! 

Ngon Vietnamese bistro a diamond in the rough

Ngon Chef Hai Truong  holds the “Tuna Mango Pasta” which is seared ahi tuna with frisée, pickle mango salade,
fresh herbs, green beans and angel hair pasta. Ngon Vietnamese Bistro, 799 University Avenue, is a  1922 historic
retail corner store which has been gloriously restored by current owners Hai and Jessica Truong. (Photo by Denis
Jeong Plaster)


