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Pine Crest Nursing Home in Merrill.

MMC photo

Lincoln County A&L
Committee approves
sale of Pine Crest
Nursing Home

Now the recommendation
goes to full Lincoln County
Board, County to hold Town
Hall information meetings

BY TINA L. SCOTT
EDITOR

The Lincoln County Administrative & Legislative
(A&L) Committee has approved forwarding an Asset
Purchase Agreement and Operations Transfer
Agreement to the full Lincoln County Board. If approved,
the Agreement would facilitate the sale of Pine Crest
Nursing Home to a subsidiary of The Ensign Group, Inc.

The Lincoln County Board will consider the

See PINE page 3
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Wlsconsm Rlver Pro Rodeo celebrates cowboy
and cowgirl action and crowns new rodeo royalty

BY TINA L. SCOTT
EDITOR

The Wisconsin River Pro Rodeo
(WRPR) wrapped up this past weekend
following three days of competitive
rodeo action that showcased bronc
riding, barrel racing, calf tie-down
roping and breakaway roping, team
roping, steer wrestling, and the
ultimate rodeo quest—to stay astride
a bull for that infamous eight-second

ride in the bull riding event.

The Lincoln County Rodeo
Association brought the annual
Wisconsin River Pro Rodeo to the
Merrill ~ Fairgrounds June 6-8,
2025, drawing in contestants from
throughout Wisconsin and many other
U.S. states, as well as Merrill residents
and rodeo-lovers from beyond Lincoln
County to get a taste of this traditional
celebration of western cowboy and
cowgirl action. Though the skills

required to manage cattle and horses
and the idea of rodeo itself—including
rodeo ‘“fashion,” like cowboy boots
and hats and leather chaps—didn’t
originate in the United States as we
know it today, rodeo competitions
and displays of horsemanship as we
know them now have become iconic
American traditions.

In addition to the flag-bearing

See RODEO page 5

! ‘. ABOVE: Paul Kienitz on the green.

Outing!

LEFT: Janet Schreiber and Val Mindak from Park
City Credit Union seem to be enjoying this year’s
annual Merrill Area Chamber of Commerce Golf

Tina L. Scott photos.

Merrill Chamber holds annual Golf Outing

BY TINA L. SCOTT
EDITOR

The Merrill Area Chamber of
Commerce held their annual Golf
Outing fundraiser on Monday, June
2, 2025. Attendance was high, with 39

V/

Advancement Opportunities

MARATHON

CHEESE CORPORATION

teams playing golf and competing,

making for approximately 156
participants. Another 25 people
volunteered for the event, the

organization’s largest fundraiser of
the year.
Three teams were recognized for

their golfing prowess—with first
place awards noted for an all men’s
team, an all women’s team, and
a mixed team comprised of both
men and women. The team of Rex

See GOLF page 2
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be appreciated. You will matter

Great Benefits Package * Paid Vacation
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PUBLISHER’S LETTER

Father’s Day!

Dear Reader,

Father’s Day is just around the corner—a perfect time
to reflect on the men who raised us, guided us, and helped
shape who we are. Fathers,
notably, were there at the very
beginning of our lives—and
have hopefully stood by us ever
since. Everyone needs a good
father. A good father takes
his responsibilities seriously,
especially the profound
responsibility of raising
children.

We can learn so much from
a good father. He teaches, he walks with us through the
victories and tribulations of life. He is there when we
need him most.

I remember when I was heading off to school, I asked
my father for advice I could carry with me. He shared
something timeless—essentially the advice Polonius gives
his son Laertes in Shakespeare’s *Hamlet*: “To thine own
self be true, and it must follow, as the night the day, thou
canst not then be false to any man.” Simple words that
carry profound wisdom: authenticity and integrity serve
as the foundation for a life well-lived.

The best fathers provide both roots and wings—
stability to know where home is and confidence to venture
into the world. They teach us to face challenges with
courage, to treat others with respect, and to understand
that character matters more than achievement.

My father taught me that listening is often more
important than speaking, that keeping promises builds
trust that no amount of explanation can restore once
broken, and that showing up—consistently and reliably—
speaks volumes about what we truly value.

To all the fathers who show up day after day, who
balance guidance with freedom, who demonstrate love
through both words and actions—thank you. Your legacy
lives on in the lives you’ve touched and the values you’ve Al i ;
instilled. Tl ! o

PATRICK J. WOOD
Publisher
Author of “Reflections” a new book now available on Amazon.
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From L to R: Derek Hoff, Adam Karcz, Lora Bladow, and

Michelle Jaje took first place in the Mixed Team Division at the

annual Merrill Area Chamber of Commerce Golf Outing.
Submitted photo.

The Men’s Team taking first place for 2025 included (from L
to R) Rex Richard, Tim Schrieber, Jim Hasenberg, and Mark
VanderSanden. Submitted photo.

Sue Kunkel, Jeff Hoffman, David Flasch, and Paul Kienitz pose

For the ladies, the Women’s Team of (L to R) Donna Hansen, for a photo on the course. Tina L. Scott photo.

Vicky Davis, Mary Klug, and Angela Jeske took first place in
the tournament. Submitted photo.
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Gourmet Pies & Deserts

Scone Dough
BUY 1 GET 1
50% OFF

6 Flavors

Ready-to-bake Turnovers,
Strudel Sticks & Nibblets
BUY 1 GET 1

50% OFF
Over 10 varieties

A great

of flours, sugars &
baking additives
over 40 varieties

20% OFF
Jams, Jellies & Honey
Over 25 varieties

20% OFF
over 70 different fresh
spices to pick from

Excludes ongoing sales

over 20 varieties

20% OFF

All Fresh Snacks,
Candies & Chocolates-
100 to choose from

20% OFF

A dozen different
fruit filling

2lb. tubes

Father’s Day gift

LAMBEAU

for the Packers fan in your family!

AVAILABLE AT:

Bookcellar, Waupaca
Bosse's News Depot, De Pere
Janke's Book Store, WWausau
Mind Chimes Bookshop, Three Lakes

Neville Public Museum of Brown County, Green Bay

Janke's Book Store, Wausau

Thimbleberry Books, Marshfield
Yardstick Books, Algoma

Amazon: https://a.co/d/fjIASNE

Shop MMC: https://shopmmclocal.com/product/lambeau

Richard, Tim Schreiber,
Jim Hasenberg, and Mark
VanderSanden took first
place for the men. For the
ladies, the team of Donna
Hansen, Vicky Davis. Mary
Klug, and Angela Jeske
took first place. And in the
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Agreement for full approval
at its upcoming June 17,
2025, meeting. If approved,
the sale/ownership
transfer would be effective
Aug. 1, 2025.

Details of Asset

Purchase Agreement

The Asset Purchase
Agreement proposes a
purchase price of $9.5
million for the real
estate and  buildings/
improvements and fixtures
for both Pine Crest Nursing
Home at 2100 E. 6th St.
and the Health & Human
Services (HHS) Building
located at 607 N. Sales St.
in “as is” condition, with a
down payment of $500,000
due within days of signing.
This is $1 million more than
the amount of the previous
contract with  another
prospective buyer in 2024,
and this Asset Purchase
Agreement has no buyer
financing included. The
trade-off, for Dbetter or
worse, is that this purchaser
is a larger corporation with
300+ nursing homes rather
than the small family-
owned company with less
than 10 nursing homes, five
of which were in Wis., that
had previously contracted
to purchase the nursing
home in 2024. That buyer
also had training facilities
within the state to train
new nursing home staff
which might have also been
able to help fill staffing
shortages. It is unclear
whether the new purchaser
has any such resources.

According to the Asset
Purchase Agreement, this
purchaser also agrees to
enter into new sublease
agreements  with  the
current tenants of the HHS
Building as sublessors,
not to exceed the terms of
the current leases, which
is similar to the terms of
the agreement with the
previous buyer.

A brief history

Pine Crest has served
Lincoln County since
1954 and has been county-
operated for more than
70 years. In 2019/2020,
Lincoln County partnered
with North Central Health

Care to manage the facility
due to ongoing financial
challenges, first via an
Interim Nursing Home
Management Agreement,
then will a full agreement
effective Jan. 1, 2020.

Despite the
management partnership,
“Unfortunately, the County
continues to be challenged
financially,” a June 16
press release from Lincoln
County said. “Dedicated to
serving our area seniors,
Lincoln County Board
of Supervisors began in
2023 assessing how to best
meet the needs of our area
seniors given the financial
position of the County.
Through that process, the
Ad Hoc Committee was
able to learn how senior
care has continued to
evolve over the past decade,
specifically the continuum
of services from in-home
supports, assisted and
independent living, and
skilled nursing, as well as
revenue streams.”

Decision to sell/the
sales process

“After carefully
exploring various options,
Lincoln County has
determined that the best
option for the future of Pine
Crest to continue operating
as a skilled nursing facility
in Merrill is to transition
the ownership to another
organization.”

“Lincoln County
Staff, specifically the
Administrative and
Legislative Committee who
was designated to vet the
sale of the sale, worked
with an experienced broker
to solicit high offers, as
a broker could leverage
their network, industry

knowledge, and marketing

strategies that qualified
buyers find drive up the
sale price,” the release said.
“Equally important, if not
more, was giving careful
consideration to key factors
thatimpact the transaction,
such as quality of care, long
standing history in nursing
home operations, staff
retention and testimony by
other facilities staff which
were previously purchased
by this organization,
vision and mission of
the organization, and
community engagement.”

Town Hall meetings

To share more
information about the
proposed sale, Lincoln
County scheduled two
Town Hall meetings held
Tuesday, June 10—one at
Merrill City Hall at 3:30
p.m. in the City Council
Chambers, and the other at
Pine Crest Nursing Home
at 6 p.m. for residents and
families.

Information about
attendance and  what
occurred at the two Town
Hall meetings was not
available, as both meetings
were set to occur after this
newspaper has already
gone to print. However, the
meetings were designed
to be informational only,
with just four items on
the Agenda for each
meeting: 1) A welcome
and opening remarks to
share the purpose of the
meeting and key discussion
points; 2) A presentation
from representatives of
Jack Pines Healthcare
LLC, a subsidiary of The
Ensign Group, Inc., the
proposed purchaser of Pine
Crest per the approved
Agreement; 3) Lincoln
County Board discussion;

,i.
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and 4) Next steps/closing
remarks. The published
Agendas of the meetings
noted the meetings were
to be “informational only”
and no action would be
taken by the Lincoln
County Board or any of
its committees at the Town
Hall meeting, nor would
there be any opportunity
for public comment. Time
for public comments would
be on the Agenda for the
next regularly-scheduled
County Board meeting.

A bit about the buyer
“The Ensign Group
(ENSG) has  provided
communities with
compassionate, post-
acute care since 1999,” the
release said. “Each one
of the 300+ businesses is
run independently by its
own management team
and employees, which is
consistent with a field-
driven, flat structure. This
unique approach empowers
local leaders and their
teams to provide superior
solutions to the specific
medical needs of the
communities they serve.”
“The Ensign Group,
Inc.’s independent
operating subsidiaries
provide a broad spectrum
of skilled nursing and
senior living services,
physical, occupational
and speech therapies and
other rehabilitative and
healthcare services at
323 healthcare facilities

in Arizona, California,
Colorado, Idaho, Iowa,
Kansas, Nebraska, Nevada,
South Carolina, Tennessee,
Texas, Utah, Washington,
and Wisconsin. Two
locations are nearby
in Clintonville, Wis.—
Greentree  Health and
Rehabilitation Center and
The Pines Post-Acute and
Memory Care, and the
Third is Wood Aven Health
and Rehabilitation Wausau,
Wis.”

“Lincoln County has
valued the partnership

with North Central Health
Care and commends the
North Central Health Care
Team and Lincoln County
Maintenance Team in
continuing to provide a
high standard of care,” the
press release said.

“North Central Health
Care and Lincoln County
Administration have
already begun to assess
remaining gaps and
remedies to work towards
a smooth and successful
transition for employees
and residents.”
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1400 Logan Ave.

Meet Poppy! She is good with other cats,
dogs and kids. Poppy can be more of a
independent lady and just likes to lounge
around and do her own thing most times.
g Poppy enjoys being petted and can’t wait
.| to find a home of her own!

the adoptable pets at the

310 N. Memorial Dr., in Merrill. Hours:

Call the shelter at 715-536-3459, or visit

Merrill » 715-536-2491 us at www.furrypets.com.
© 06 000000000000 00000000 o0 o0

County Humane Society,
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May Youth Optimists
Two Merrill High School Seniors were named Youth Optimists of the Month for May 2025. Haylea Drabek and Austin
Depies were recognized for their positive attitudes, leadership qualities, and commitment to excellence both in and
out of the classroom.

Haylea Drabek was nominated by Ms. Katherine Holz, who teaches her in astronomy
class. “Haylea comes into my room with the perspective of ‘to think only the best, to
work only for the best, and to expect only the best,”” Ms. Holz said. “She has no time
for foolishness! She is a serious young lady who, in the classroom, is on task, keeps to
herself, and always is prepared. She will be an amazing boss someday.”

At school, Haylea has participated in Softball, DECA, Raise Your Voice, Student
Council, Junior Optimist, and Link Crew. Outside of school, she is involved with
Merrill Fastpitch, Brooke’s School of Dance, and Kate Goodrich Elementary summer
school.

The daughter of Matt and Sarah Drabek, after graduation, Haylea plans to attend

Northcentral Technical College to obtain a degree in Business Administration with
the goal of becoming a business analyst or marketing assistant.

Austin Depies

animal nutritionist.

Austin Depies was nominated by Mr. Brian Suchocki, who has known him
as both teacher and coach. “I have known Austin since he was little, but most
recently as his teacher and as his football and wrestling coach,” Mr. Suchocki
said. “Austin helps young wrestlers and is always willing to volunteer. He is a
leader amongst his peers, has a positive outlook, and has a great attitude.”

“He has grown into someone who can be counted on to volunteer and help when
needed,” Mr. Suchocki said. “We do a lot of set-ups for tournaments, from rolling
out mats and setting up tables, to scoring and officiating, and Austin can be
counted on to get things done. He treats teammates with respect and encourages
them to do their best. His optimistic attitude makes him a pleasure for others
to be around.”

At school, Austin is active in football, wrestling (Leader, Team Captain,
Honorable Mention for All-State Academic Team), FFA, and NHS. Outside of school, he participates in Make
A Difference Day, Grampa’s Farm, and helping youth wrestlers. He has also received the Beef Integrity Award.

The son of Geoff and Katrina Depies, after graduation, Austin plans to attend River Falls to become an

academically and personally.”

to the class.”

Aceson Graap, an eighth grader at Prairie River Middle School (PRMS), is the
May Youth Optimist of the Month.

“It is with great pleasure that I nominate Aceson Graap as the 8th grade Youth
Optimist for the month of May,” said Ms. Danielle Bloch in her nomination.
“I have the distinct privilege of working with Aceson in several of my classes
throughout the day, and I've had the opportunity to see him grow both

“Aceson may be one of the quieter students in the classroom, but his presence is
always felt through the positive dynamic he brings to the learning environment,”
she said. “While he may not seek the spotlight, his contributions—whether
through insightful comments or subtle encouragement—add a valuable layer

“One of the things that stands out about Aceson is his ability to engage in one-on-one conversations,” Ms. Bloch
said. “In these moments, he displays a depth of thought that is both insightful and refreshing. His sense of humor
often shines through as well, making our discussions not only meaningful but also enjoyable.”

“Aceson is never afraid to ask for help when he doesn’t understand something, which is a testament to his
commitment to learning,” she said. “His willingness to seek clarity and his consistent effort to improve his
understanding of the material have made a noticeable difference in his academic performance.”

“As a student athlete, Aceson serves as an excellent role model, demonstrating the values of hard work,
perseverance, and teamwork,” Ms. Bloch said. “He balances his academics and extracurricular activities with
maturity and grace, inspiring others to do the same.”

Aceson Graap

462971

Optimist Clubs: Bringing Out the Best in Kids
Merrill Noon Optimists — Wednesdays at 12:00 noon at the
Eagles Club, 1205 Lake St., Merrill
Adult volunteers join Optimist Clubs to conduct positive
service projects in their communities aimed at providing a
helping hand to youth. Their upbeat attitudes empower youth
to be the best they can be. Optimists International, with 3,000+
clubs, conducts 65,000 service projects, serving more than six
million youth annually. Locally, Merrill Noon Optimists serve
3,000+ area youth, contributing or organizing events and
service projects in our Merrill community.

Sponsored by:

(715) 551-8016
Gail Abegglen

CONGRATULATIONS!
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LeRoy E. A. Schmidt

—

- "9 The seat in Heaven promised
to LeRoy E. A. Schmidt was
filled on the afternoon of June
4,2025.

He was a resident at Pine
Crest Nursing Home and under
the care of Interim Hospice
services.

LeRoy was born on December
11, 1935 in Merrill and was 89
at the time of his passing.

He was a lifelong resident of]
the Merrill area and a member
of Trinity Lutheran Church for
most of his adult life.

LeRoy married Carol E
(Schult) Schmidt on January 15, 1955, they were married for
69 years, she has saved him a place alongside her in Heaven
since her passing on November 4, 2024.

LeRoy spent most of his life as a carpenter preferring to
work mostly on his own. He was known for his quality work
and fair prices; his strong work ethics left a lasting imprint
that has carried on to his children. He also became a “Mr.
Fix It” and could figure out how to fix just about anything
without the help of “Google” and most likely had the parts
needed in his “stash” to complete the job. If you needed a
helping hand, you could always count on him to be there.
LeRoy was a kind and generous man and often used
his talents for volunteer work especially at Trinity Church
and School, he supported many charitable organizations. He
was a proud republican and spent many hours engrossed in
the FOX news channel. He was also an avid gardener and in
recent years took a strong interest in growing geraniums, he
was able to winter them over and keep them blooming
throughout the cold months to bring them back outdoors the
following summer. LeRoy also enjoyed fishing and loved
tending a smoker full of bullheads.

Together with Carol, they owned and maintained rental
properties and in their younger years owned Schmidt’s
Concession’s, many weeks were spent at fairs, football
games and 4th of July celebrations serving up treats that
were loved by all.

LeRoy was a humble man and often quiet, but when
prompted had a theory and an opinion on just about
everything, some might even say he had a feisty side.
He often used the words “you be careful” as a parting
sentiment, we learned to interpret that as “I love you”.

LeRoy is survived by his children: daughter: Barb (Bryan)
Bonke of Missouri, with their son, Brandon, daughter: Chris
( Keith) Maahs, of Merrill, with their children, Ryan (Emily)
Maahs, Tyler (Kristin) Maahs, Gina (Nick) Zurbey and Jacob
(Amber) Maahs, son: John (Ellie) of Merrill with their
daughter Katie Halverson, and JoAnn (Jeff) Brandenburg of]
Merrill, with their daughter Jennifer (Jon) Lee, great grand-
children: Cale, Kaeden, Hudson, Kinley, Hayden, Bentley,
Hollis, Owen, Hazel, Eldrick, Jazalyn and Juliann, brother
Garry (Barb) Schmidt.

In addition to his wife Carol, LeRoy was proceeded in death
by his parents, Elmer and Alma Schmidt and a daughter:
Katherine Schmidt
The funeral service for LeRoy was held on Monday, June 9,
2025, at 11:00 a.m. at Trinity Lutheran Church in Merrill.
Rev. Joel Danner officiated. Visitation was held on Monday,
June 9, 2025, from 9:00 a.m. until the time of the service,
also at the church. Burial at the Scott Cemetery immediately
followed the service.

The family wishes to thank both the Pine Crest Nursing
home and Interim Hospice for the care, love and compassion
that was shown to LeRoy and his family during his stay.

The family requests that donations be made to Trinity
Church and School in lieu of flowers.

Taylor-Stine-Waid Funeral & Cremation Services of Merrill
is assisting the family with arrangements. Online condo-
lences are encouraged and may be made at www.taylorstine
waid.com.

“You all be careful now.”

YOUR FAMILY’S
PERSONAL MEMORIALIST
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Specialists in Pre-Needs Plonning

FROM SELECTION TO DESIGN TO SETTING,
ALL OF OUR WORK IS PROUDLY DONE IN - HOUSE
20 N. 2nd St., Tomahawk, WI ® 715-453-6523
Visit us at: www.tomahawRmonument.com
Email us at: contactus@tomahawkmonument.com
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Protect your
funds.

Pre-funding assures the
money you set aside
will be there when it’s needed.

@TAYLOR-STWE-WMD

FUNERAL & CREMATION

301 Eagle Drive ¢ 903 E. Third Street
(715) 536-4646

www.taylorstinewaid.com
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Loren Worden

Loren Worden, 72 of Rothschild, died Thursday, June 5,
2025. Ascend Funeral Home & Cremation Care of Weston is
assisting his family with arrangements.

Thomas Milton Fugere

Thomas Milton
Fugere, 90 of
Escanaba, passed
away at home on
Monday, May 26,
2025 (Memorial Day). He was
born on August 28, 1934 in
Escanaba, Michigan to Leo
and Flora (Gascon) Fugere. At
just 10 years old, Tom began
working, delivering  bread
throughout the community. His
strong work ethic continued
into adulthood, and at the age
. of 17, he enlisted in the US
- Army (Infantry) proudly serv-
ing two tours in Korea and two tours in Vietnam. In 1957
Tom married his childhood sweetheart, Joan Bichler.
Together, they traveled extensively, living in Kansas,
Colorado (where Michelle was born), Illinois, and Germany.
After his retirement from the military the couple returned to
Escanaba to enjoy their well earned rest.

During his 20 years of service. Tom held numerous roles,
including instructor of cadets, drill sergeant, quartermaster,
and ROTC instructor at both Loyola University and Wells
High School in Chicago. He was recognized for his
dedication and leadership with multiple commendations.
After retiring from the military in 1971, Tom worked for 13
years at Lakeshore Inc. operating a 15 ton lift before
transitioning to a position at Sears.

Tom had a deep love for his family, his country and his
faith. He was also a very passionate Green Bay Packers fan.
His hobbies included adopting and training shelter dogs,
fishing, and camping, often in his beloved canvas tent.
Known for his reliability, organization and resilience, Tom
leaves behind the legacy of hard work, love and dedication
to those he cared about.

Thomas is survived by his daughter, Michelle (Joseph)
Fugere Brown; grandchildren Cherish (Adam) Hoy of]
Escanaba and Ben Brown of Merrill, Wisconsin; great-
granddaughter Alice Hoy; as well as his sister-in-law Connie
Schmidt and his brother-in-law Robert Bichler. In addition to
his parents he was preceded in death by his beloved wife,
Joan of 67 years and his many brothers and sisters.

Services were held in Escanaba at the Anderson Funeral
Home. In memory of Tom please make any donations to a
local animal shelter.

Guy W. Hartl

Guy W. Hartl, 69,
of Merrill, passed
away Tuesday, May
27,2025, at Aspirus
Wausau Hospital.
Guy was born September 2,
1955, son of William Hartl and
Frances (Boland) Hartl. He
was a jack of all trades and
excelled in  woodworking.
Guy’s favorite pastime was
riding his motorcycle. He
worked with several Veterans
organizations including the
Patriot Guard and Rolling
Thunder. At one point, he was
the president of the Rolling
Thunder. Guy also enjoyed
hunting and fishing. He was a
gun enthusiast and attended
many gun shows. Guy loved
music and played guitar. At
one point, he owned over 80
guitars.

Survivors include his wife,

Sharon Wendt of Merrill;
children, Waylon Hartl of]
Merrill, William ‘Billy’

(Brenda) Hartl of Shelbyville,
TN, Joseph Bean of Chicago,
and Destiney Bean of Merrill;
two grandsons, Logan Hartl,
Braylon Hartl; siblings, Robin (JJ) Johnson of Park Falls,
Kerry (Mariann) VenRooy of Merrill, Trudy (Craig) Hall of]
Clarksville, TN, and Keith (Liz) VenRooy Jr. of Newald; and
several nieces and nephews. Guy was preceded in death by
his father, William Hartl; mother and step-father, Frances
Hartl VenRooy and Keith ‘Jim’ VenRooy, Sr; and siblings,
Brenda Pyan and Vaughn ‘Jay’ VenRooy.

A celebration of life will be held at a later date.
Taylor-Stine-Waid Funeral & Cremation of Merrill is assist-
ing the family with arrangements. Online condolences are
encouraged and may be made at www.taylorstinewaid.com.

F’Tariffs HAVE NOT
- Affected Our Prices
The Price On All
In Stock Monuments
Have Not Changed. -
SES Merrill
* Custom Etching Monument
¢ Pre-Need Monuments N2182CTHK 3
» Final Dates & Inscriptions ~ Merrill, WI54452 &
* Custom Cemetery Work ~ 715-536-6654

& EMAIL US: merrillmonument@gmail.com 5
STORE HOURS: Mon.-Fri. 9am-Noon & 1pm-4pm

Jack L. Kleinschmidt

Jack L.
Kleinschmidt, age
76, of Merrill,
entered his heav-
enly home to be
with his Lord and Savior on
Saturday, June 7, 2025, at his
home, while surrounded by his
beloved family and under the
care of Compassus Hospice.
Jack was born on April 12,
1949 to the late Leonard and
Joyce (Quick) Kleinschmidt in
Merrill.  He attended and
graduated from Merrill High
School. Jack bravely enlisted
in the United States Army, and proudly served his country
during the Vietnam War, until his honorable discharge. After
his military career, he went on to further his education in law
enforcement. Jack was a dedicated police officer for the
Merrill area for over 27 years, until his retirement. He
married his best friend, the love of his life, Cheryl “Sherry”
Eye, on January 22, 1972 in Merrill, a loving union lasting
over 53 years. She survives.

After retiring from law enforcement, Jack and Sherry owned
and operated The Guy’s Shop & Thelma’s for many years.
They truly loved being a part of the Merrill community and
created many lasting friendships. Jack then went to work for
Waid Funeral Home in Merrill as a funeral assistant, some-
thing he was currently still doing until his death. He was a
valued friend and employee to his funeral home family, and
will be missed dearly. Jack had an unbreakable faith in his
Lord, and he was able to witness to not only his family, but
to families he served during his work at the funeral home.
Jack and Sherry were very active in their church, and also
led many Bible studies. Jack had a close relationship with
Christ and passed that belief and faith on to his children and
grandchildren. He was so proud of his grandchildren and
they adored their “Bapa”. Jack looked forward to working on
his daylilies with his family; everyone had a part. The whole
family owned and operated Barnes Creek Daylilies, and
spent many days working in the fields. Jack is remembered
as a great leader to his family and community, a kind and
generous man that stayed active right up until he couldn’t
anymore. He has left a lasting impression on his family,
friends and community, and all who he had witnessed to and
were touched by him and his love. Now is your time to rest
in the Lord, good and faithful servant.

Jack is survived by his loving wife: Sherry Kleinschmidt of]
Merrill, daughter: Karli (Jess) Severt of Merrill, with their
children: Jalie “Bean”, Jazi and Jillian, son: Kory (Ahn Na)
Kleinschmidt of Wausau, with their son: Braylon, brother:
Leonard “Penny” Kleinschmidt of Marshfield, aunt: Ferne
Isaacson and many nieces, nephews and good friends. He
was preceded in death by his parents, sister: Roxanne
Campbell and sister-in-law: Jayme Kleinschmidt.

The funeral service for Jack will be held on Thursday, June
12,2025, at 11:00 a.m. at Trinity Lutheran Church in
Merrill. Rev. Scott Gustafson will officiate. Visitation will be
held on Wednesday, June 11, 2025, from 4:00 p.m. until 7:00
p-m. at Taylor-Stine-Waid Funeral Home at 301 Eagle Drive
in Merrill, and again on Thursday, June 12, 2025, from 9:00
a.m. until the time of the service, at the church. Entombment
and military honors will be conducted at the Merrill
Memorial Park Cemetery immediately following the service.

In lieu of flowers, please direct any donations in Jack’s
name to the Trinity Lutheran School in Merrill.

The family wishes to thank Dr. Richard Bailey, Dr. Redmer
& Marissa with the Veterans Administration in Wausau,
Compassus Hospice nurses, Courtney & Rachel, Dr. Jessica
Wernberg — Marshfield Clinic, Marshfield, WI, Merrill Fire
Department responders, countless family members and
friends that supported Jack and Sherry during the last several
months.

The service will be live streamed for those unable to attend
in person. It can be found under his obituary on the funeral
home website, and will start at 11:00 a.m. on Thursday, June
12, 2025.

Taylor-Stine-Waid ~ Funeral & Cremation Service of]
Merrill is assisting the family with arrangements. Online
condolences are encouraged and may be made at www.tay
lorstinewaid.com.

Rita Osness Penkwitz

Rita Osness Penkwitz of Port
Washington, WI passed on
04/15/2025.

Rita was born in Avon, IL in
1939 to William Schisler and
Klaryne Anderson. Rita is
survived by three siblings,
Daughters Lucinda Osness,
Karyn Osness Schwenner (Jim
Erlicher), and Shirley Osness
Hatfield Dormanen (Johnny).
Rita is also survived by 8
grandchildren and 12 and 2
great great-great grandchil-
dren. She was proceed in death
by 3 siblings and her parents.
Rita married Ray Osness in 1959 at Our Saviour’s Lutheran
Church and moved to Merrill, WI. She enjoyed activities that
was anything Osness. She babysat multiple nieces, nephews
and others. The Osness family brought her in with love and
understanding as she had no family of her own in the area.
She enjoyed babies, dogs and cats and bowling in Merrill,
traveling, Canasta and later UNO with family and friends.
Rita loved her independence and was so proud to get her dri-
vers license after the age of 40.

After relocating to Port Washington with her family, she
worked in the community, as a cook, server and at a local
pharmacy.

There will be a private immediate family service at Memor-
ial Park in Merrill on Saturday 06/21/2025 followed by a
Celebration of Life luncheon at the Eagles Club from 11-2
where family and friends can come and share their memories
and laughter that they came to know Rita for.
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Faye 1. Latzig

Faye 1. Latzig, 88, of
Rockford, passed away on Sat-
urday, November 9, 2024.
Born June 3, 1936, in rural
Wausau, WI, the daughter of]
Arther and Margaret (Kufahl)
Muschinske.  Graduate  of
Wausau High School, Class of]
1954. Faye married Rodney
Latzig on June 8, 1957. He
predeceased her on October
31, 2021. She worked as a
beautician in Wausau and as a
teacher in Rockford and
Belvidere. Faye was a member
of Saint John’s United Church
of Christ, Belvidere and sang in the choir.

Survived by her children, Wendie Temple and Thomas
Latzig; six grandchildren; and seven great-grandchildren.
Also predeceased by her parents; daughter, Deanne
Mulligan; grandson, Brady Mulligan; and brother, Ronald
Muschinske.

Memorial Service will be held at 11:00 a.m. on Saturday,
June 21, 2025 at St. John’s United Church of Christ, 401 N.
Main St., Belvidere, IL 61008. Visitation will be from 10:00
to 10:45 a.m. prior to the service. Memorials may be made to
St. John’s UCC to the landscaping fund. To share a memory
or condolence please visit olsonfh.com

| LEGALS|

BY THE COURT:
DATE SIGNED: 05/19/2025

Notice is hereby given that the following

applications for a Class ‘B’ combination
license to deal in intoxicating liquor has ISIHON. GALEN BAYNE-ALLISON

p : CIRCUIT COURT JUDGE, BR 1
g?:rrllz filed with the Town of Corning STATE OF WISCONSIN
CIRCUIT COURT, LINCOLN COUNTY
Notice and Order for
Name Change Hearing
Case No. 25-CV-71
IN THE MATTER OF THE NAME
CHANGE OF
Dylan James Ellis
NOTICE IS GIVEN:
A petition was filed asking to change the
name of the person listed above:
From: Dylan James Ellis
To: Dessire June Ellis
Birth Certificate: Dylan James Ellis
IT IS ORDERED:

William D. Dinges

W8047 Joe Snow Road

Merrill, WI 54452

Ed & Sharon’s, LLC

N1294 Hwy 64 & 107

Merrill, WI 54452

Rick Hass, Clerk, Town of Corning
Published June 12, 2025 WNAXLP

BY THE COURT:
DATE SIGNED: May 29, 2025
Electronically _signed by Robert R.

Russell This petition will be heard in the Circuit
Circuit Court Judge Court of Lincoln County, State of
STATE OF WISCONSIN WIScopsm: .
CIRCUIT COURT, LINCOLN COUNTY /J\L;lsiges Name: Hon. Galen Bayne-
ison

IN THE MATTER OF THE ESTATE OF
Ryan P. Burns
Order Setting Time to Hear Petition
for Special Administration

Place: Lincoln County Courthouse-Br 1
1110 E. Main St, Merrill, WI

Date: 07/10/2025

Time: 8:40 AM

l;"’_'ﬁ
i ¥
W1 S

(Formal Administration)
Case No. 2025 PR 13
A Petition for Appointment of a Special
Administrator was filed.
THE COURT FINDS:
The decedent, with date of birth
07/02/1961 and date of death
03/11/2025 was domiciled in Lincoln
County, State of Wisconsin, with a
mailing address of W10236 County
Road M, Merrill, WI 54452.
THE COURT ORDERS:
1. The petition be heard at the Lincoln
County Courthouse, Merrill, Wisconsin,
Room Branch 2, before Robert R.
Russell, Court Official, on July 2, 2025
at 11:30a.m.
You do not need to appear unless
you object. The petition may be
granted if there is no objection.
2. Notice by publication is required.
Publication of this notice is notice to any
interested persons whose names or
addresses are unknown.
The names or addresses of the
following interested persons (if any) are
not known or reasonably ascertainable:
Scott Burns
If you require reasonable accommoda-
tions due to a disability to participate in
the court process, please call 715-536-
0342 prior to the scheduled court date.
Please note that the court does not
provide transportation.
Attorney Gordon E. Stillings
251 E. Wisconsin Ave
Neenah, WI 54956
Phone 920-725-5305 Bar #1000041
Published June 5, 12 & 19, 2025
WNAXLP

Find uson
f Facebook

www.facebook.com/
Merrill Foto News

If you require reasonable accommoda-
tions due to a disability to participate in
the court process, please call 715-536-
0319 prior to the scheduled court date.
Please note that the court does not
provide transportation.

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED:

Notice of this hearing shall be given by
publication as a Class 3 notice for three
(3) weeks in a row prior to the date of
the hearing in the Foto News a
newspaper published in Lincoln County,
State of Wisconsin.

Published: June 5,12 & 19 WNAXLP

BY THE COURT
DATE SIGNED: May 30, 2025
Probate Registrar
STATE OF WISCONSIN,
CIRCUIT COURT, LINCOLN COUNTY
IN THE MATTER OF THE ESTATE OF
Bonnie Woller
Notice to Creditors
(Informal Administration)
Case No. 2025-IN-33
PLEASE TAKE NOTICE:
1. An application for informal administra-
tion was filed.
2. The decedent, with date of birth
02/04/1962 and date of death
03/07/2025, was domiciled in Lincoln
County, State of Wisconsin, with a
mailing address of 1408 River Street,
Merrill, WI 54452.
3. All interested persons waived notice.
4. The deadline for filing a claim against
the decedent's estate is September 12,
2025.
5. A claim may be filed at the Lincoln
County Courthouse, Merrill, Wisconsin,
Room Register in Probate.
Tori Smith (Woller)
416 N 6th Ave., Wausau WI 54401
715-571-8499
Published June 5, 12 & 19, 2025
WNAXLP

TOWN OF CORNING

MERRILL, WI

NOTICE OF BOARD OF REVIEW

WI 54452,

The Board of Review for the Town of Corning will meet
at the Corning Town Hall, N1569 Hwy 64/107 Merrill,

Tuesday, June 24, 2025 from 6:00 to 8:00 PM

Property owners wishing to make a formal objection to
an assessed valuation must obtain an objection form
from the Town Clerk and schedule an appointment
48 hrs. in advance of hearing.

Contact Rick Hass 715-536-3432

Open book for the Town of Corning will meet Monday
June 16, 2025 from 3:00 to 7:00 PM at the Corning Town
Hall, N1569 Hwy 64/107 Merrill, WI 54452

The full notice of the Board of Review can be found on
the website www.townofcorningwi.com

Published June 5 & 12, 2025

WNAXLP

More photos onllne
merrlllfotonews com
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Madilynn Skic, 2026 WRPR Queen.

RODEO from page 1

cowgirls on  horseback, the
competitors, the rodeo clowns, and
the kids events in the arena, one
highlight of the weekend was the
crowning of new rodeo royalty.
Madilynn Skic was crowned the 2026
Wisconsin River Pro Rodeo Queen, a
role that represents the grit, grace,
and heart of rodeo and provides
her the opportunity to promote
rodeo, horsemanship, and western
heritage for the coming year. Miah

Miah Graap, WRPR Princess.

Graap was crowned 2026 Wisconsin
River Pro Rodeo Princess and will
serve alongside Skic in her role and
fill in for her as necessary, such
as when two events are being held
simultaneously.

The WRPR Committee expressed
appreciation for everyone involved
in making this year’s rodeo a
success—from the stock contractor
who provided the livestock and the
rodeo personnel that managed event
operations—to the many sponsors,
volunteers, vendors, and community
members  from  Merrill and

Joseph Frederick photos.

surrounding areas who participated.

The rodeo serves as both a
competitive venue for regional
and nationwide contestants and a
community gathering that provides
entertainment and draws tourists to
the area which enhances the Merrill
economy.

Next year’s Wisconsin River Pro
Rodeo will be held June 12-14, 2026,
so mark your calendars.

Enjoy some of the highlights of
this year’s rodeo in photos captured
by 1local photographer, Joseph
Frederick. (More photos online.)
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YOU HAND CRAFTED WINES | -

! & FARM TO TABLE ENTREES! & COSMO &
P ' NSRS < Theatre Slofs .S
Celebrate Father’s Day RO Main St « Merrill ADULTS * $800

Rl MOVIES AND SHOWTIMES
Saturday, June 14th . E | 6/13/25 TO 6/19/25
Live Music - Eric Mahler ___Mondays All Seats $5.00
« BOGO Old Fashioneds HOW TO TRAIN YOUR DRAGON ..
« Wine Samples

E “PG” (2HR SMIN) A
%sm;';'zcﬂ103°;33°7&0%1:ww @ Plautz's| LGN AYSNIES

Come & EXperlence the SUNDAY: 1:00, 3:30 & 7:00PM |
Sunset Hollow Tuscany Atmosphere MONDAY & WEDNESDAY: 1:00 & 7:00PM P Ub Le. Jun. 12 - Veterans Jun. 19 - Veterans
811 E Ist St. - 715-722-0471 and Upper Deck TUESDAY & THURSDAY: 7:00PM | 310 E. 2nd St,, Coffee & Conversation Coffee & Conversation
Thurs-Sat: Noon - 7pm Window Seating! FROM THE WORLD OF 715“232;"2611 at Pine Ridge at Pine Ridge
F JOHN w|c|( BALLERINA * ol Restaurant Restaurant
— vn“ are IIWIIGII Ill ﬂﬁ";’,’s', R” (2HR 4MIN) gﬁﬁ‘g#ﬁ-:g‘;:’n Jun. 12 - Open Mic Jun. 21 - Poker Run
3 FRIDAY: 1:00, 7:00 & 9:15PM . . .
EREMI ! SATURDAY: 1:00, 3:30, 7:00 & 9:15PM i at Sawmill Brewing organized by Rogue
IIA!!- join our hook party! >« SUNDAY: 100, 3:30 & 7:00PM m Company Brigade at VFW
 MONDAY & WEDRESDAY: 1:00 & 7:00PM 4 Jun. 14 - Fill the Gazebo  Jun. 21 - Mud ‘n Jams

June 2 l st Win Your Own TUESDAY & THURSDAY: 7:00PM \ MONDAY ¢ Noon - 6pm

Jun. 15 - St. Paul’s ATV/UTV Rally 2025
Signed Book! ' KARATE KID: LEGENDS TUE. - FRI. + Noon - Close Party on P at St. Paul’s Jun/21 - Padzygrass
%11 am - 2 pm m 'PGI3" (1HRMIN SATURDAY » 3pm - Close ' S .
; First Street ! SATu;IgR¢Y1 1080370807& o%?fghgopm SUNDAY ¢ Noon - 6pm Ghurch, W2604 Cty. at Sawmill Brewing
. s . :
v ~a#e 4k Coffee Station } SUNDAY: 1:00, 3:00 & 7:00PM Hwy. P, Merrill Company

7 MONDAY & WEDNESDAY: 1:00 & 7:00PM JUNE BOOZE Jun. 22 - Bingo at VFW
B, TUESDAY &THURSDAY: 7:00PM 7
WWW. cosmomovies. com OF THE MONTH i i i

For more information, go to: merrilichamber.org/events

Come join the fun at:
501 S. Pine Ridge Ave.
(inside Park City Credit Union)
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$5.00 - 16 oz. Pint ¢

FATHER’S DAY
BINGO/IS, HERE! kst
S'U"f"jav,lune 15t ¢ 4PM yﬁ

Y ackpotlistS960L N siha ornadaay ales)
Stop in for daily food & drink specials!

“ASK A PASTOR” INTERFAITH PANEL I——“—;rﬁ . Conference Room & Hall Rental Available

NN N W e

STARTS AT 6:30PM

Open at 4pm Mon. & Thurs. * Open at Noon Fri.
Open at 11am Sat. & Sun. ¢ Closed Tues. & Wed.

OPEN TO THE PUBLIC [ f]

601 Johnson St., Merrill » 715-536-5708

Are you curious about “church”,
but not sure about “going to” church yet?

EST.1933

Do you have questions you’d like to ask pastors, FOR A GOOD OLD TIME (WE[SELIY
but not sure how to? 11420$S. County Rd. K,
. . . . Merrill Wi « 715-536-9391 -
Then this free, family friendly event is for you! UL B L St. Vincent de
: . N 2:30am, Sat. 7am-2:30am,
Five Local Pastor_s _W|II be at the Din-in » Takeout - NO Delivery ] ::, Paul Thrift Store
AGRA Pavilion on Saturday & Sunday ‘e 1004 E. Main Street, Merrill, W
- =3 Breakfast 7Zam-1lam iy
Wednesday, June 18 from 6:00-8:00 pm Tt L “ Hours: Monday thru Saturday 9AM to 5PM
There will be an “Ask It” Basket [ Mondays |
SO peoplefcarlr?nony:nouily submit questions $5 Burger & Home Fries
or the pastors to answer. Dine-in only & additional q )
P topplngsyare extra. Explore Our New '
The goal is to give people an opportunity to talk to Sunday & Tuesday H ld d en H QL LQ W
followers of Jesus without the pressure of having to Broasted Chicken \
walk into a church building. el i W For “Fun in the Sun”
Snacks & beverages will be provided. All are welcome! Fish Fry 12 Noon-8:45pm
*The pastors will be speaking “on their own” and are not representatives of their Roegg:grr\‘iltiz:c_lrcs;‘gcrul

entire denominations, but simply one view within their respective denominations. wait times or just stop in!
375083 Finduson

Nifty Thrifty $ale
=" ’ : Friday, June 27, 7am-7pm
JOIN gg f’;UES ?{"\/\: 50% off evervrHina

Always on the 4th Friday of the month.

<

PARTYo P

W2604 Cty Hwy P - Merrill, Wi

JUNE 13TH - 1STH, 202S

—

YOL] are invited to a

ICOMMUNITY
PICNIC

Sunday June 22, 2025
3:30PM - A DELICIOUS FISH FRY (UNTIL GONE)
4:00PM - 7:00PM - MUSIC BY KT COUNTRY Tlam to 2pm
CONCESSION STAND « BOUNCY HOUSE X
Tomahawk Dream Park / Washington Park
SATuRDAy ————————————————— N 4th Street Tomahawk WI, 54487
START 2:00PM - DARTBALL Carl [ N Enjoy the park, meet &
(CONTACT DALE AT 715-536-3377 FOR INFORMATION) jackaun )" g B s ond learn e
4:00PM - PRIME RIB SANDWICH SPECIAL Musi = J§ ﬁ
5:00PM - 9:00PM - MUSIC BY CARL JACKSON AND THE WILD SPIRITS about the Arc of
CONCESSION STAND, RAFFLES, KIDS GAMES, BOUNCY HOUSE Lincoln County MERRILL

10:00AM - 11:00AM - POLKA CHURCH SERVICE
11:00AM - BBQ CHICKEN DINNER (UNTIL GONE)
11:00PM - 4:00PM - MUSIC BY JIM PEKOL & GB BAND
CONCESSION STAND, KIDS GAMES, BOUNCY HOUSE
RAFFLE CLOSES AT 3:30PM. PRIZES DRAWN @ 4PM

FIND US AT WWW.PARTYONP.COM OR [3/PARTYONP JIM PEKOL % GE BAND

466513

Foundatlon's Createst
h Needs Fund.

CONCESSIONS & REFRESHMENTS ¢ DANCE FLOOR e SILENT AUCTIONS ¢ RAFFLES

KIDS GAMES « BOUNCY HOUSE ¢ FREE PARKING WITH SHUTTLE SERVICE

Contact Julie at 715-218-5613 for more information.
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St. Paul’s Church annual
Party on P is this weekend

BY TINA L. SCOTT
EDITOR

St. Paul’s Church,
W2604 Cty. Hwy. P,
located southeast of
Merrill, will hold their
annual family-friendly
Party on P this weekend,
June 13-15, 2025.

Kicking things off
on Friday afternoon
and evening, they will
have their traditional
fish fry starting at 3:30
p.m. until sold out. A
concession stand will
also be available, along
with a bouncy house
and activities for the
kids. From 4-7 p.m. live
country music from KT
Country will provide
entertainment, with a

dance floor under the
big tent for anyone who
wants to do a little two-
stepping or boot scootin’
on a Friday night.

Fun for the whole
family continues on
Saturday with more
kids games and bouncy
house, and planned
events begin at 2 p.m.
with dartball. At 4 p.m.
a prime rib sandwich
special will be available,
in addition to the
concessions, and from 5-9
p.m. Carl Jackson & The
Wild Spirits will perform
live for more music and
dancing.

Sunday starts off with
a polka church service
at 10 a.m. followed by
more polka music from

11 a.m. to 4 p.m. for
anyone in northcentral
Wisconsin who wants to
enjoy some polka music
and dancing. A BBQ
grilled chicken dinner
also begins at 11 a.m.,
with food available for
dine in or take out—first
come, first served until
they run out of food.
Raffle winners will be
announced starting at 4
p.m.

Concessions and
refreshments, silent
auctions and rafiles,
and lots of fun activities
will be available on the
grounds throughout
the annual three-day
event. Free parking and
a shuttle service will be
available.

Free Summer Lunch Program
returns for Merrill kids

BY TINA L. SCOTT
EDITOR

Children and teens
in Merrill will have
access to free lunch
throughout the summer
again this year thanks to
a partnership between
Christ United Methodist
Church (UMC), St.
Stephens UCC, Our
Saviour’s Lutheran,
Trinity Lutheran
Church, and St. John
Lutheran Church and

the Merrill Community
Food Pantry.

The program runs
June 2 to Aug. 29, 2025,
with meals available for
pickup Monday through
Friday from 11:30 a.m. to
1 p.m. in the Christ UMC
parking lot on Third St.
near Mill St.

Each participating
church will provide
meals on assigned days,
with all distribution
centralized at Christ
UMC. The Community

Food Pantry will
contribute snacks,
drinks, and fruit cups,
while Associated Bank
volunteers will help
pack meal bags.

No registration is
required. Children or
parents simply need to
visit the Christ UMC
parking lot during
pickup hours to receive
a ready-to-eat bagged
lunch. The program
will not serve meals on
July 4.

ours

Montreal & Quebec City Chistmas

Featuring The Chateau Frontenac & The Queen Elizabeth Fairmont Hotels

s 7Y
M

December 10, 2025

BOOKING
DISCOUNT!
Save S100 Per Person

5200 Per Couple*

NO RISK DEPOSIT
NO CHANGE FEES

Sec back for details**

TOUR RATES:

Booking Discount*: $3499 pp double

Regular Rate: $3599 pp double
Single Supplement: +$1050

*See Reservation Info for Booking Discount details

Book Now and your Deposit is
Risk Free with No Change Fee:
until Final Payment Due Date

TOUR RATES:

Booking Discount*:
Regular Rate:
Single Supplement:

HIGHLIGHTS:

» Montreal City Tour

» Underground City

» Notre Dame Cathedral

» Via Rail Train - Montreal to Quebec

» Quebec City Tour

» Montmorency Falls

» Old Quebec Christmas Market

» Gilles Copper Museum

» St. Anne de Beaupre Shrine

» Sugar Shack Demonstration

» Leisure time in Quebec City

INCLUSIONS

» Roundstrip Airfare - MSP, MKE, MSN
or ORD(-$100pp)

» 7 Meals: 5 Breakfasts & 2 Dinners

» Professional Tour Director

» Motorcoach Transportation

» Admissions per ltinerary

» Comprehensive Sightseeing

» Baggage Handling at Hotels

» Hotel Transfers

ACCOMMODATIONS

5 Nights First Class Hotels

» 2 Nights - Fairmont The Queen Elizabeth

Hotel, Montreal

» 3 Nights - Fairmont Chéateau Frontenac,

Quebec City

On some dates alternative hotels may be used

GO TO TOURSMMC.COM FOR MORE INFO OR TO SIGN UP

$3499 pp double
$3599 pp double
+$1050

*See Reservation Info for Booking Discount details

For more information and a full brochure, please contact Premier World Discovery,
Lawanna Lambert at 920-309-9427 or emai: bookings@pwd.travel

460964

oursMM

National Parks & Cangyons o the Southuvest

Featuring The Grand Canyon, Bryce Canyon and Zion National Park
September 21, 2025

BOOKING
DISCOUNT!

Save 5100 Per Person
5200 Per Couple*

TOUR RATES:
Booking Discount*: $2775 pp double

Regular Rate: S2875 pp double
Single Supplement: +5625

NO RISK DEPOSIT
NO CHANGE FEES

Book Now and your Deposit is Risk Free with
No Change Fees until Final Payment Due Date!

See back for details** *See Reservation Info for Booking Discount details

HIGHLIGHTS

» Hoover Dam

» Mob Museum

» Grand Canyon West

» Grand Canyon Skywalk
» Bryce Canyon National Park
» Zion National Park

» Zion Park Tram Tour

» Las Vegas Leisure Day
» 2 Nights - Las Vegas

» 3 Nights - Mesquite

INCLUSIONS

» Roundtrip Airfare - MSP, MKE,
MSN or ORD(-$100pp)

» 5 Nights First Class Hotel

» 8 Meals: 5-Breakfasts,
1-Lunch & 2-Dinners

» Professional Tour Director

» Motorcoach Transportation
» Admissions per Itinerary

» Comprehensive Sightseeing
» Baggage Handling at Hotels
» Hotel Transfers

ACCOMMODATIONS

» 5 Nights Accommodations

» 2 Nights - Luxor Hotel & Casino,
The Mirage Resort or New
York-New York Hotel & Casino,
Las Vegas

» 3 Nights - Eureka Casino Resort,
Mesquite, NV
On some dates alternative
hotels may be used

TOUR RATES:
Booking Discount*: $2775 pp double
Regular Rate: $2875 pp double

Single Supplement: +$625

*See Reservation Info for Booking Discount details

GO TO TOURSMMC.COM FOR MORE INFO OR TO SIGN UP

For more information and a full brochure, please contact Premier World Discovery, Lawanna Lambert at 920-309-9427 or emai: bookings@pwd.travel

460966
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Travis Brothers Painting

715-873-4670

Interior & Exterior.

.’.’> Free estimates and consultation.
:/s Your north woods painters since 1972

LOOK FOR OUR
Wiscansin
Breweries,

Guide for 2025 7 N1/

COMING SOON TO RACKS NEAR YOU!

If you would like to be

part of the 2025 publication,
Contact Jennifer Gartmann
at 715-218-1644 or email
jgartmann@mmclocal.com

ADVERTISING
DEADLINE:

JULY 23, 2025
Publishes August 20, 2025

Ask a Pastor: Several local pastors plan
interfaith panel for curious community members

BY TINA L. SCOTT
EDITOR

Several area clergy members
will gather Wednesday evening in a
community event designed to answer
questions about faith in a relaxed,
no-pressure environment—ideal
for anyone who is curious about
Christianity but hesitant to visit a
church.

The “Ask a Pastor” interfaith
panel will take place June 18 from 6 to
8 p.m. at the AGRA Pavilion. Pastors
from the local United Methodist,
United Church of Christ, Episcopal,
and Evangelical Lutheran Church
of America (ELCA) churches will
participate, alongside Sister Celine
from the Roman Catholic Holy Cross
Sisters.

“This is an idea that the members
of Ascension Episcopal Church came
up with in an effort to unite followers
of Jesus, no matter what church
they attend, as well as to spread the
love of Jesus to those who may not
have a church they call home,” said
Amy Heimerl, priest at Merrill’s
Ascension Episcopal Church.

Many people are curious about
“church” and they have questions,
but they aren’t yet sure about “going
to” church or which church they’d
even like to try out, organizers said.

This event will feature an “Ask
It” basket where attendees can
anonymously submit questions for

the pastorstoanswer, tolearnmorein
a relaxed, comfortable environment.
Organizers do emphasize that
each pastor or panel member will
speak from their own individual
perspective “on their own” and
their answers are not representative
of their entire denomination,
but simply one view within their
respective denomination. “The goal
is to give people an opportunity to
talk to followers of Jesus Christ
without the pressure of having to
walk into a church building,” the
event flyer says. For new Christians,
prospective Christians, or just the
genuinely curious, this event is also
an opportunity tolearn about several
different area churches in one place.

“The goal is to be able to offer
perspectives of [some] local pastors
to interested people without the
pressure of having to attend a
church service,” Heimerl said. “We
believe that many people are curious
about what following Jesus really
means, and we want to offer what it
means to us.”

The initiative grew from the
Merrill Ministerium Group, a
group which meets regularly and
includes pastors from a number of
local churches and denominations.
Ascension Episcopal received a
grant from the Episcopal Diocese
of Wisconsin to support this event,
Heimerl said.

Each participating church plans

to host an open house and/or
newcomer service at a later date to
help interested community members
understand what elements of their
respective worship services involve
and mean. Such events are so “those
interested in exploring a church can
get a feel for what a worship service
is like,” Heimerl said.

The Ask a Pastor event builds on
other ongoing interfaith community
efforts, including “The Vibe,” a
monthly open mic event held the
first Friday of each month from 6-8
p.m. at rotating locations during
spring, winter, and fall.

“People come and share their
talents, whether singing, playing an
instrument, reciting poetry that they
(or others) wrote, telling jokes, even
dog tricks are welcome,” Heimerl
said. “It’s simply an alternative,
multi generational gathering on a
Friday night that doesn’t cost anyone
anything to attend, and people can be
assured that they will be welcomed
and heard.”

The open mic has been running
for almost two years, drawing 20-
40 people each month. Like the
upcoming panel, its aim is to build
community  without requiring
church attendance.

Similarly, the June 18 event is
free and family-friendly. Snacks and
beverages will be provided, and all
community members are welcome to
attend.

| CLASSIFIEDS |

Rummage SalesThisWeek 7200 Jll Rummage Sales Upcoming 7202

Merrill: Thursday, 6/12,8 a.m.- 5

Big Garage Sale: 207 N Van
Rensselaer St. June 12-14, 8-3.
Praini, Pet Stairs, Puzzles, Books
Crafts, Woman's bike, Sm End Ta-
bles, a lot of Misc. Items.

Merrill: W3261 Schiller Drive. Fri-
day, 6/13-Saturday, 6/14, 9 a.m.- 3
p.m. First time sale for 2 house-
holds!! Kitchen and home goods,
tools, horse tack, supplies, gifts,
holiday decor, hunting, fishing,
gardening. NO EARLY SALES

Multiple Sales Diana Cir. Clothes:
Girls 5-12, teen, adult. Shoes, in-
door/outdoor toys, dorm items,
micro, mini fridge, treadmill, elipti-
cal, misc. 6/12-6/13, 8-5, 6/14, 8-?

Rummage Sales Upcoming 7202

A

GARAGE SALE
KITS

NOW AVAILABLE

Let Garage Sale Gale

help you with your sale!
Kit Includes:
« 2 garage sale signs
« 140 pricing stickers
« 3 balloons
*1pen
» How to have a successful
garage sale pamphlet
* 1 coupon for $5 off your
NEXT classified ad!

ONLY $5.00 PER KIT!*

* With the purchase of a
classified ad.

Available at:
Merrill Foto News
2011 E. Main St., Merrill

Garage Sale: Men's, women's,
kids and baby clothes. Baby and
kids toys, household and misc.
items. Thurs. 6/19 & Fri. 6/20, 9-4.
Sat. 6/21 9-1. 2402 Jenny Court.

GRANITE HOUSE, INC
Rummage Sale
TH 6/19 & FRI 6/20 8a-4p
820 S. 8th Ave., Wausau
Furniture; baby, child & adults
clothing; 100s of books; home
decor; kitchen items and more!

p.m., Friday, 6/13,8 a.m.- 5 p.m.,
Saturday, 6/14,8 a.m.- 2 p.m.
Perennials, sports & fishing equip-
ment, foosball table, drone, furni-
ture, stock tank, games, books,
holiday decor, Wii U, kid's items,

crafts, clothing, CDs. W3311
County Road C
Up & Coming Annual Garage

Sale. Irma, W5496 Olivotti Lake
Rd. Starts June 18th, 3-6 PM and
runs thru June 21st. Full ad will be
in next weeks Foto News.

Estate Sales 7208

Estate Sale
W5675 Joe Snow Rd.
Iltems added, cash only.
Lets make a deal days.
Fri. & Sat. 9-5

Furniture and Home Decor 7236

Free: Complete Double Bed - like
new - mattress box spring, frame,
sheets etc. 715-453-6486

Firewood 7244

DRY OAK & Hard Maple,
$250/cord. Over 15 mi is extra.
Have hard wood in wood shed
over a year old. Clean & no bark.
715-351-1888 or 715-873-4196.

Tools and Equipment 7254 I Storage Space for Rent 7433 [l Business and Commercial 7475 I Skilled Trades 175

George Auction Service  paRY TRANSPORT  FULL-

Gatewood & Real Estate, LLC TIME: Must have Class A wilh

= Online Only Real Estate Auction anker, ~current [ physical,

H el g hts Operating Turn-Key Motel & clean driving record, minimum of 2

St ora g e Bar/Grill on 2.30 Acres yrs. e>t<_p. $2§/hrh I}mtfr; :‘eogula(;

, raises, time and a half after 40 an

Gordo’s Gara_ge MOteI’ weekends, 401k, cell phone al-

: Bar & Grill Inc. lowance, Health, life & short-term

= st S g,
bandsaw mill with set works, demo fr— Ending Tuesday, June 17 -

unit on sale for $29,995 includes a == 9 7:00 P){\,II
case of blades ($430 value). Save Reg. WI Auctioneers: Dean Experienced Diesel Mechanic:

over $5,000. Call 608-572-7659.

Guns 7264

WE BUY USED GUNS!
Bullseye Sports
1201 S. Central Ave.
Marshfield, WI
715-384-6580

Wanted to Buy 7268

STONEWARE WANTED Collec-
tor paying $1000 +/- for Red
Wing salt glazed or advertising
crocks, jugs, churns, & water cool-
ers. (612) 685-6762

nn

Dogs

AKC Black Lab Puppies: Titled
pedigrees/Championship Blood-
lines. Both parents health tested.
UTD on shots and dewormed.
Ready to go now. $800 Call or
text 715-201-8830

Someone’s waiting fov
you... in classifieds

Lawn and Garden 7250

2018 Husqvarna riding lawn
mower. Very good condition. $500
OBO 715-302-3624.

New & Used Lawn
& Garden Equipment
Servicing all brands.

Full service small engine repair.
Snowblowers, tillers, mowers,
chainsaws, log splitters & more.
North Central Power Equipment
4001 Dixie Ave, Wausau
1 mile north of Fleet Farm
off Hwy K, east on Emery Dr.
to South on Dixie
715-370-3002

Free to a good home, purebred
Beagle Puppies, 9 1\2 weeks old,
call 715-432-2153.

www. jalewasdbeighisstaroge.cam
call mr text
T15-581-5125

:I':?ﬁ'? Gatewood Heights

Tornahawlk, W1 54487

Storage Units: Special Summer
Sale!ll Immediate Rentals avail-
able!! Pay in full for 6 months get
a 10% discount! Pay in full for 1
year get a 15% discount! All
units are 12x30 and have the
option for electrical hook up for
additional price. Located off of
Hwy 8 and Hwy 51 just north of
Tomahawk. Right next to Or-
ganique Clinic. Call or text 715-
581-5125 Or www. Gatewood-
heightsstorage.com

MONDAY AT 11:30 AM

Purebred Jack Russell puppies.
First shots and dewormed.
$350 each.
715-536-7630

Toy Poodle pups: 8 wks, vacci-
nated, wormed, guaranteed. Par-
ents AKC. 2 black, 2 reds. Can de-
liver partway. $800. Text or call
920-618-1167

Hay and Straw 7288

For Sale-Haylage
3'x3'x5.5
Square Bales, Wrapped
Call 715-257-7193

Agriculture Services 7292

Hand Crafted Garden & Storage
Sheds, Garages & Cabins.
Many Styles and Options.
Sizes from 8' x 8' up
to 15' x 40" are available.
Call BAKER BARNS, LLC
715-873-3338
mile North of Gleason, Hwy 17

7472

Waterfront For Sale

WATERFROMNT HOMAE FOR 54

Unique Double A-Frame
Beauty on Kildare Lake -
Phelps, WI: Rare opportunity to
own this stunning lakefront
home on 8 private acres! Featur-
ing a double A-frame design, this
one-of-a-kind property offers 5
bedrooms, 5 baths, 8-car
garage, 2 massive fireplaces,
and 2 curved staircases. Enjoy
spacious living, striking architec-
ture, and breathtaking lake
views. A perfect blend of com-
fort, character, and luxury.
Schedule your private tour
today! Julie Artus -
920.850.6175 - julieannartus@
gmail.com

George #486 (cell 608-751-5703),
Kale George #2811
11211 North Union Road,
Evansville, WI 53536
Terms: 5% buyer’s fee.
$10,000.00 Earnest Money.
Closing in 45 days or less. Seller
may accept or reject any and all
bids. Complete Terms & Info:
www.georgeauction.com.

Boats 7508

For Sale: 1993 Stratos 280, Fiber-
glass, 150 H.P. V6 Evenrude
Moter, Pleasure and Fishing. Ask-
ing $6,500, Many Xtras.

Call 715-536-4212

Collector and Antique 7534

73 CORVETTE: 1973 Corvette
Sting Ray T-top , 350 V-8, 4 speed
Elkhart green, excellent condition.
$20,000 715-536-9262

Vans 7542

For Sale:
2008 Dodge Caravan
$4,000.
Call 715-722-0386.

Trucks 7546

EXCELLENT CONDITION, FULLY
LOADED 2023 GMC Sierra 1500
Denali White Frost Tricoat luxury
truck w/ 42K miles & BRAND
NEW 6.2L V8 engine. Black
leather interior w/ heads up dis-
play, heated/cooled seats, adap-
tive cruise control, lane departure
warning tech, camera rear-view
mirror, heated steering wheel,
electric adjustable seats & power
sunroof. 6-1/2’ bed w/ sprayed-in
bed liner & soft-top tonneau cover.
NEW Bridgestone Alenza 20” tires
installed 5/25. Price: $57,900. Call
715-432-4166

Time 'I"_g' place an ﬁ(ﬂ@‘
Call today to place -

MERRILL F

e

$30+/hr, M-F 7am to 5pm. Health,
Life & Disability Insurance, Tool &
Cell phone allowance, Housing
available. Send resume to Wald-
vogel Trucking, W7622 State Hwy
47, Antigo, WI 544009, or call 715-
489-3674

HONEYROCK SITE & FACILITY
SPECIALIST: HoneyRock is seek-
ing a Site and Facility Specialist to
fulfill the mission, vision, and com-
mitments of HoneyRock by provid-
ing vehicle and equipment re-
pair/maintenance, grounds work,
and general maintenance, as di-
rected. This is a professional, part-
time 25 per week position located
in the Northwoods of Wisconsin.
Interested candidates should sub-
mit an application - www.wheaton.
edu/hr

AREOTSFORDRWI
OTR West Coast and Texas:
We at Badger State Western
Inc. are seeking a few individu-
als to join our Company OTR
LTL Driver Team. Out 10 to 12
days. $.68 per mile starting,
along with many more benefits.
715-223-2667 ext 1015 Jim

General Labor 7180

Quality Homes of Irma, WI is
seeking a full-time experienced
carpenter with a meticulous eye
for detail with a heavy background
in drywall, carpet/trim work & fram-
ing. Pay based on your set of
skills. We are seeking a positive
team based member who doesn’t
mind longer hours, to stay on top
of our customer base in order to
maintain a positive clientele &
overall business. Call 715-453-
6613 to APPLY TODAY!

Painting and Wallpaper 7364

Jerry's Painting & Staining:
Any exterior painting/staining job.
Farms, Homes, Sheds, Roofs,
Grain Bins, Log Homes,
Cabins, Homes.

Free quotes. Call 877-881-4242
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Val Mindak,
President/CEO
of PCCU. Photo
courtesy of PCCU.

Park City Credit Union
grows with Wood
County merger

Park City Credit Union (PCCU)
announced last Thursday, June 5, 2025,
that it has merged with Wood County
Employees Credit Union (WCECU),
expanding the Merrill-based financial
institution’s reach into Wood and
Portage counties.

The merger adds to PCCU’s existing
service area, which already includes
Lincoln County and the Merrill
community. The credit union serves
more than 24,000 members across 12
counties in northcentral Wisconsin.

“This merger is a natural fit for
both organizations,” said Val Mindak,
President/CEO of PCCU. “We share a
deep commitment to our members and
the communities we serve. By joining
forces, we’re not only expanding our

reach, but we’re also strengthening
our ability to deliver exceptional value,
personalized service, and innovative
financial solutions to even more people.”

WCECU members will gain access to
PCCU’s expanded services, including
additional financial products, enhanced
digital banking tools, and a broader
network of branches and ATMs. The
transition is expected to be seamless for
existing members.

PCCU operates branches in Merrill,
Tomahawk, Minocqua, and Rhinelander.
The member-owned cooperative
provides services to residents who
live, work, or own land in Forest, Iron,
Langlade, Lincoln, Marathon, Oneida,
Price, Rusk, Taylor, Vilas, Wood, or
Portage counties.

MERRILL FDtD

VISIT US ONLINE!
WEBSITE: merrillfotonews.com
BNEWS K3 FACEBOOK: www.facebook.com/merrill.fotonews

Veterans outreach
appointments
in Tomahawk

postponed

EMPLOYMENT
OPPORTUNITIES

BOTH LOCATIONS!

4 10-Hour Days
= Both shifts available

» Possible OT on Friday

» Attendance BONUS
(Up to additional
$1.50/hr)

= Retirement & Life
Insurance

= Crew Member
$20.38 - $21.88/HR

= Maintenance Tech
2nd Shift
$30.96 - $33.28/HR

= Paid Holidays and
Vacations

= Excellent Low Cost
Benefits (Health, Dental,
Vision)

Individual:
$84/Month

APPLY IN-PERSON

Two Merrill Locations:
605 N. Ohio St. | 1815 Water St.
Questions? Call: 715-722-1884

+$134/Month

+$56/Month

Visit us online at spi.careers

466732

ARE YOU A KIND AND
CARING PERSON?
Do you enjoy helping others?

Sierra Pacific is an (EOE) Equal Opportunity Employer, including those with a disability and veterans.

Diesel Mechanic Needed

Looking for a motivated candidate for a diesel mechanic.
Duties would include performing routine maintenance,
diagnostics and repair on both tractors and trailers.
Would prefer a current CDL, but willing to train. It
would be 40-50 hours a week, no weekends. We are a

BY TINA L. SCOTT
EDITOR

For any area residents
who had appointments
scheduled with the
Lincoln County Veterans
Service Officer at
Tomahawk City Hall,
please be advised those
appointments will be
rescheduled. Due to
the Lincoln County
Veterans Service
Officer being on Family
and Medical Leave
Act (FMLA) leave, all
outreach appointments
scheduled at Tomahawk
City Hall from June
12-July 24, 2025, will
be postponed, a June 6
press release from the
Veterans Service Office
said. Regular outreach
appointment services at
Tomahawk City Hall will
resume starting Aug. 14,
according to the release.

The Lincoln County
Veterans Services office
remains open, staffed by
Deputy Veterans Service
Officer Tiffany Daigle,
who continues to assist
veterans and families
with their claims and

needs. “The Lincoln
County Veterans Service
Officer apologizes for
any inconvenience this
postponement may cause
to veterans and their
families,” the release
said.

“We understand the
importance of these
outreach appointments
to our veterans in the
Tomahawk community,”
said Matthew Pultz,
Lincoln County Veterans
Service Officer. “We
are working to resolve
unforeseen scheduling
conflicts and will resume
our regular services as
soon as possible.”

During the
postponement  period,
veterans in need
of assistance are
encouraged to contact
the Lincoln County
Veterans Service Office
directly at 715.539.1083
or visit the office at 801
N. Sales St. Street in
Merrill. However, they
are asked to limit walk-
ins and call to schedule
an appointment with
Daigle during this time.

We are currently seeking full time bus operator
Monday through Friday 9:15 - 5:15

Starting wage $19.04 per hour.

family-orientated, growing company looking for an
addition to our team. Pay will be based on experience;
updated pay scale, benefits available.

Contact 715-536-7112 for more information = Please respond:
BCC, 810 Martin Street, Merrill,

i WI 54452 or on our website:
Bkl 1 Burgener Contract i
L l@ \_ Carriers, LTD bCCtI‘ucklng.com

466646

MITCHELL
METAL PRODUCTS
Looking for something fresh?
We’re Hiring...
Full Time - Seasonal - Summer Help

Monday - Thursday
(4) 10 Hour Days - OT opportunity on Friday’s

Open Positions:
1st Shift  All Production Areas

NOW
HIRING!

Help Wanted- CDL Truck Driver
who can also help with Production.
Monday through Friday,
7am - 3pm. No Weekends Requires
some heavy lifting, approx.
50Ibs Forklift experience is helpful.
Full Time Benefits.

Fill out an application online at:

mitchellmetalproducts.com/about/career-opportunities

364251

Stop at Antigo Block Co.
for an application

715-623-4837
2 30 MILTON ST. ANTIGO, W1 54409

Or stop in and pick up an application at:
Mitchell Metal Products
905 South State Street, Merrill, Wi 54452

468338




Page 10 MERRILL FOTO NEWS Thursday, June 12, 2025

Beyond Books Community Artshare: Spirit Dolls
and Thailand Tribal Handiwork

BY TINA L. SCOTT recycle and repurpose remnants of fabric, fibers,
EDITOR old jewelry, metal bits, and items found in the
) . natural world. The spirit dolls she created, which

The Beyond Books Community ArtShare exhibit  p6 jncluded in this display, have some of their hair
entitled Spirit Dolls and Thailand Tribal Handiwork made from garden roots, while other dolls have hair
ia currently available for viewing and will be on made from unraveled yarns, twines, and carpet
display through the end of June 2025. Located on fibers. She constructed their hands and feet from

the second floor of the T. B. Scott Free Library in . . .
Merrill, the collection includes unique and colorful twigs and dead branches she collected in their yard.

pleces. owngd by Lincoln County residents, Peter Thailand Tribal Handiwork
and Dian Ritter.

Peter and Dian were teaching at the International
P School of Bangkok in Bangkok, Thailand, from 1990-
Splrlt Dolls 1996. While there, they purchased a pickup truck
reading of folklore based on the Slavic witch named 21 customized it for camping they said, using it to
Baba Yaga. travel extensively throughout the entire country of
Baba’s magic hut had chicken legs and could Thailand. Northern Thailand particularly held their
relocate at will in the tale. Dian has always found interest, with its beautiful scenery and colorful and
cultural myths fascinating and enjoys occasional ~industrious people who were always welcoming.
humor in art, she said. On their many trips upcountry Peter and Dian
In the fall of 2023, Dian was pulling out old met several unique Hill Tribes. Along the way,
geraniums with crazy roots, shook off the soil, and they collected numerous examples of the tribes’
thought what fun hair that would make for an art handiworks and personal adornments they proudly
doll. The idea blossomed. Dian had always enjoyed display on their clothing. The collection at the
collecting and saving interesting materials of library includes samples of the traditional clothing
all kinds, she said, and she found it satisfying to  they collected from these Hill Tribes in Thailand.

BUSINESS DIRECTORY

NEIGHBORHOOD PROFESSIONAL & RELIABLE SERVICE DIRECTORY

The idea of spirit dolls evolved from a childhood

More photos online
Submitted photos. QUUELLglli{e]{e]a{S\EN oTe] 1]

Free Estimates
- Light Excavating

+ Demolitions/Removal
» Stump Removal
EDMUND COLLINSWORTH o | Dump Trailer Service
+ Trenching
Gleason, WI. + Storm Clean Up

715-216-4H682 - Fullyinsured

428479

KITSEMBLE B Lt o _SPARKLE
EXTERIORS , : gllgout;ﬁyi%(gngst;lgrgosfiIs\leetrsigvvﬁp;rwrz?cnh?é & diamonds. s )

) 3 ; ; ; ial & Residential ¢ Fully Insured
. e % =% « 0Id sports cards - 1969 & earlier. Currently paying top prices. * Commercia ; h
Roofing: Shingles * Rubber ¢ Steel Siding: Vinyl j  No Collaction to0 SMALL or LARGE : * Exterior House Washing
Decks, Windows & Remodels i « Sports Wear & Memorabilia Headquarters . *Deck Washing/ Staining
= _ - o Softwash Roof Cleanin
Free Estimates © Reasonable Rates 2 A“.g’iﬂ'! Collectibles 1 X « RV and Pontoon Washin!;
Cell: (715)610-5808 T =& 0pe1n1MSoﬁ.uzt§hTﬁgg. Y%B;J?@;ﬂ%‘?’t'y\é\gpsoﬁﬁ%m_ { B Locally Owned and Operated for 30 Years

Owner: George Kitsemble Jr.
Serving Central WI for over 30 years.

715-536-6977 .«

BODEWELT/

13116

| v Seal Coating

/ FREE ESTIMATES FULLY INSURED

' v Crack Sealin
I v St 9 Repair Service, LLC
LOMNesTAaAR _ 4 | riping Heating * Cooling » Sheet Metal
ROOFING & CONSTRUCTION [ ?15 965 9199 v' Topsoil
JARRETT LONE: 715-574-6407 RANE i
LONESTARROOFING88@GMAIL.COM Commercial, Residential & Township Spray Patching % T E W28(1701 ;vzz,(s _C6, 71\;ller1 ill
LONESTARROFING.ORG Jensenchipsealcoat@gmail.com o

It’s Hard To Stop A Trane?

ROOFING ¢ SIDING ¢ SOFFIT « FASCIA «+ ROOF SNOW REMOVAL

2839

SCRAP METAL

We’ll Pick it Up

¢ Clam Truck Service

_ A: \,_ *Build & Remodel  + Shop/Sheds * Dumpster Service

* Buying Cars & Trucks
THHHE WHETHUETWH U.E complete Remodels + Concrete/lCF Walls Serving Central & Nort_hern W! for_over 80 years
FULLY INSURED 715-432-51 97 Joseph Thorne Prompt Service ° Fair Prices

kil 4 o | | Cousineau Recycling

Hwy. 45 South, Antigo * Toll Free 866-330-3730 or 715-623-2372

Maple Ridge Construction

Specializing In:
e Metal and Asphalt Roofing

¢ House Roofs
715-560-5840 | ¢ Barn Roofs

466623

Tired of Re-Roofing Your House?
Try a Steel Roof!

e Can Be Installed ® Snap-loc Standing Seam
Over An Existing Roof e Steel Roofing

® 40 Year Factory Warranty e 28 Colors Available

¢ 4-Star Hail and Fire Resistant e Top Quality Work for Less

e Ventilated At Peak e Individual Homeowners,

e Energy Star Efficient Contractors, or Commercial

457421

Y Structures [,

8 Garage Construction
e Sned I * Roog,
)7 Cal Yoder

Call Mark 5-816-469

715-503-5460

N4448 Polar Rd.

Do it Once, Do it Right! Bryant WI 54418

ot % BADGER STATE | ( Bulk Mulch & Top.Soil
12N sgégﬁﬁ:{%lﬁuﬂgﬁ el STEEL ROOFING | @7 Dellvery Avaﬁsgbllemm

TIRED OF RE-ROOFING - CAN BE INSTALLED OVER FREE Open every Saturday 8:00-3:00 - May 3-June 28

YOUR HOUSE? EXISTING ROOFING ESTIMATES' . Or byappomtment .

TRY A STEEL ROOF! 40 YEAR FACTORY WARRANTY Tired of re-rooﬁng

4 STAR HAIL AND FIRE _ your house? Red . Gold . B ek » Natural

RESISTANT : TRY A -Red - Gold - row - Black - Natura

- VENTILATED AT PEAK | STEEL ROOF!

* ENERGY STAR EFFICIENT ° - Concrete - Site Prep - Driveways
SHERWIN-WiLLiams, ° SNAP-LOC HIDDEN FASTENER 2« Snaplok (hidden fastener) « Can Be Installed Over - Tree and Stump Removal - Retaining Walls
Colf Coatings + 18 GOLORS AVAILABLE " An Existing Roof « 40 Year Factory Warranty e 4-Star - Hard Scapes - Excavator Work
INDIVIDUAL HOMEOWNERS, CONTRAGTORS OR COMMERCIAL Hail and Fire Resistant « Ventilated At Peak ¢ Energy Star - Skid Loader Work

ON SITE GUSTOM ROLL FORMING AVAILABLE Efficient » 28 Colors Available

“Specializing in Small Jobs”

Jerry Stutzman Bg :: cﬂ)gﬁﬁ, 715-314-2295 k 715-571-7727

131375 County Rd L, Athens, WI 54411

GALL TODAY FOR YOUR FREE ESTIMATE
715-618-8232

452690

Kz;essm
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Merrill Varsity
Boys Baseball
season ends in
Regional Semi-

final loss to
Medford

BY TINA L. SCOTT
EDITOR

The Merrill Varsity Boys
Baseball season came to
an end Wednesday night at
home, when the Bluejays
lost to Medford 7-1 in a
WIAA Regional Semi-final
game.

“Medford jumped out to
an early 3-0 lead after the
top of the first,” said Merrill
Boys Head Coach Shawn
Schultz. “Not the ideal way
to start the game, but we got
things started on offense
with Kory Page leading off
the bottom of the inning
with a line drive to center
and later had runners on
second and third, but came
up empty.”

The Bluejays had several
opportunities to get back
into the game but couldn’t
capitalize on key moments.
After Page’s leadoff hit in
the first, Merrill stranded
runners in scoring position.

“EJ came back and
blanked Medford for the
next three innings, giving
us a chance to get back
into the game, and we had
opportunities but  just
couldn't cash them in,
leaving the bases loaded in
the second,” Schultz said.

EJ Weix started on the
mound for Merrill and
pitched into the fifth inning,
allowing 5 runs on 9 hits
with 3 strikeouts. Carter
Kaminski came in to pitch
2.1 innings in relief.

Medford added 2 more
runs in the fifth inning, but
again Merrill couldn’t come
through with a comeback
response.

“Medford scored 2 in the
fifth but again we loaded the
bases in the bottom of the
inning with a great chance
to get back in the game but
just didn’t come up with the
key hit,” Schultz said.

The Raiders tacked on 2
more runs in the seventh
before Merrill finally broke
through with their lone run
of the game.

“Medford added a couple
of runs in the top of the
seventh and again we got
some runners on base and
scored a run to get going
but couldn’t add on after
that,” Schultz said.

Page led Merrill’s
offensive effort, going 2-for-
4 with 1 run scored. Weix
added a double and drove in
the team’s only RBI. Cooper
Wendorf also had a hit for
the Bluejays.

“There is never a good
way to end the season with
a loss,” Schultz said. “We
simply picked a bad day to
have a bad game. The boys
worked so hard all year and
did a great job of battling
every time we took the field.
Even in this game, they
fought through the seventh,
continuing to try to mount

a comeback.”

Despite the disappointing
end, Schultz praised his
team’s effort throughout
the season.

“It’s tough to see it right
away, but they all have a
lot to be proud of on the
season,” he said.

Box Score

Medford 7 @ Merrill 1

AUCTIONS &
REAL ESTATE

ESTATE AUCTION ¢ JUNE 14 « 10 AM R
EXPO Center, 303 N. Sales St., Merrill (Merrill Fairgrounds) ;
See website for dlrectlons Watch for signs!!! 5

Guns, guns, guns, Ammunition, Various Coins, Jewelry
TOOLS: A very large variety of hand tools, Craftsman sockets sets, wrench sets
& many others. Air compressor, generator, drill press Craftsman toolbox, other
toolboxes, air tools, grinders, sanders, saws, extension cords, saw blades,
yellow shop lights, large old pulley, chain saw blades, gas cans, misc lawn &
garden tools, yard trailer. We are still unpacking! HOUSEHOLD: Christmas and
Easter decorations, lighted cabinet, some Pyrex, and more!

Please go to www.dwollerauctionsestatesale.com to see all the photos
AUCTIONEER’S NOTE: Cash, good check, or credit cards. Not responsible for
loss or accidents. Everything sold as is, where is. No warranties or guarantees.
Announcements made on auction day take precedence over printed material.
Buyer’s premium. WI Registered Auctioneer WI Lic #3081

TRULY SOMETHING FOR EVERYONE!!!

)

ANOTHER LIVE AucTiON WITH

COL. RENE BRASS
www.colrene.net

Lake Nokomis
LAKEWOOD CONDOMINIUM
Storage Units, Garage & Build Site!

Tomahawk, WI Reel Em In Rd. (Lakewood Condominium)
Saturday, July 12, (1 OAM) (Showings by appointment)

4 new 10" x 32’ storage units
under one roof. Each being
offered separately. This is a
great opportunity to store
boats, ATV’s, snowmobiles
and more! Use to generate
income! Purchase one or all! A
vacant land parcel is also being
. offered that has the potential to

= construct a 32’ x 120’ building.
Property features easy access with snow plowing and lawn maintenance, both
included in the condo dues. Don’t miss this opportunity of a lifetime!!!

Terms: 10 % buyers fee and down payment (non-refundable) will be added to winning bid &
to be paid day of auction. Closing in 45 days or upon paper completion. Bidders must
request bid form by calling St. Louis Auctions LLC. 715-367-1668. (6728 Whitefish Lk. Rd.,
Three Lakes, WI 54562). R.W.A.’s: Col. Rene’ Brass #424, Col. Robert St. Louis #450.

WEBSTER STREET
ESTATES

$500 OFF
FIRST MONTHS RENT!
FOR LIMITED TIME

2 Bedroom - 2 Bathroom

Attached Garage & Pet friendly
websterstreetestates.com
715-409-8692 @

Professionally Managed by Premier Real Estate

|

Peter Tesch caught this amazing shot of an osprey returning to its nest on top of one of the outfield light poles at Ott’s Park last
week. The osprey arriving back at the nest has a fish in its talons.

Blue Sky Photography/Peter Tesch photo.

SOLICITATION OF BIDS

Julie Ratajczyk, Trustee of the June E. Kriewald
Trust solicits bids for the purchase of June
E. Kriewald’s condominium located at 2800
Thielman Street, Unit 7A, City of Merrill, Lincoln
County, Wisconsin. This 1487 square foot
condominium features 2 bedrooms, 2 bathrooms,
and an attached 2 car garage. A lot located to the
west of the condominium unit is also included in
the sale on which is located a storage shed.

The premises may be inspected on Saturday,
June 21 from 9:00 AM.- 4:00 PM. The
premises and improvements are being sold in
an AS IS condition without any warranties or

representations of any nature whatsoever. All
bidders are encouraged to thoroughly inspect
the premises and may make their bid contingent
upon an inspection. Title to the premises shall be
conveyed by a Trustee’s deed except restrictions,
reservations, easements, agreements, covenants
and rights-of-way of record.

Julie Ratajczyk reserves the right to reject any
and all bids or to accept any bid she deems
most satisfactory in her sole discretion. Terms of
sale: $5,000 within seven (7) days of notification
of acceptance of bid and balance of bid price in
cash at time of closing, with closing to be within
thirty (30) days of notification of acceptance
of bid. All bids shall be sealed in an envelope
marked “Kriewald Condo Bid” and sent by first
class mail to Atty. Craig J. Nienow, N5041 County
Road JJ, Irma, WI 54442.

Bids will be examined on the 30" day of June,

2025. The successful bidder, if any, will be notified
on or before the 9" day of July, 2025.

SOLICITATION OF BIDS: 702 E. Riverside Ave. Merrill, Wi

The Sisters of Mercy of the Holy Cross herewith
solicit bids for the purchase of the former Harry Hurd
residence located at 702 E. Riverside Avenue in
the City of Merrill, Wisconsin. This home is located
on a large 1.5-acre lot with 300+ frontage on the
Wisconsin River. This ranch style home with 2
bedrooms and one bath, has 2 additional finished
rooms and a half bath in the walkout basement. This
home is cozy beautiful inside and out, all year long.
This well-kept and updated home both interior and
exterior, provides a “cabin like” feel within city limits.
Location! Location! Location!

This home is situated back from Riverside Avenue,
along the Wisconsin River. Experience peace and
serenity at every turn whether on a walk around
the property or sitting and relaxing in the house.
The interior of the home exhibits beautiful wood
paneled walls and ceilings with several built-in
storage cabinets. This home has an open concept
as the galley kitchen flows easily into the eating area
and living room. Wonderful space for entertainment
for all types of gatherings, all seasons. This is a

home you can truly make your own whether using
rooms for bedrooms or using the spaces creatively
for a home office, study, playroom or music room,
etc. There is a detached two (2) car garage. The
basement is finished with a great deal of built-in
storage and a walkout to the covered side patio with
a stone fireplace.

Mark your calendar! The premises may be inspected
on Saturday, June 21st from 8:00 A.M.- 4:00 P.M.
The premises and improvements are being sold
without any warranties or representations of any
nature whatsoever. All bidders are encouraged to
thoroughly inspect the premises and may make
their bid contingent upon an inspection. Title to the
premises shall be conveyed by warranty deed.

The Sisters of Mercy of the Holy Cross reserve the
right to reject any and all bids or to accept any bid
they deem most satisfactory in their sole discretion.
Terms of sale: $2,500 within seven (7) days of
notification of acceptance of bid and balance of bid
price in cash at time of closing, with closing to be
within thirty (30) days of notification of acceptance
of bid. All bids shall be sealed in an envelope
marked “Harry Hurd House Bid” and sent by first
class mail to the Sisters of Mercy of the Holy Cross,
1400 O’Day Street, Merrill, Wisconsin 54452. Bids
will be examined on the 3rd day of July 2025. The
successful bidder, if any, will be notified on or before
the 15th day of July 2025.

468758
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Merrill Varsity Girls Softball team holds banquet,
honors award-winners

Half the Girls Softball Team were recognized with awards for academic excellence.

BY TINA L. SCOTT
EDITOR

The Merrill Varsity Girls Softball
Team recently held their end-of-season
banquet and recognized players for
their contributions and achievements

Submitted photos.

throughout the season. In addition to the
individual softball awards given at the
Varsity and JV levels, it should be noted
that approximately half the team received
awards for academic excellence based on
their grade point averages, as well.

Kendell Klug was given the Varsity Brick Wall
Award and Ava Schult received the JV Brick
Wall Award.

Mackenzie Herdt received the Varsity Queen
of the Circle award, and Tenley Weix received
the JV Queen of the Circle award.

7% Grade Babe Ruth
Thurs. June 12 Wausau - Bone & Joint Home 6:00 pm
Tues. June 17" Wausau - Wausau Smiles Away 6:00 pm
Thurs. June 19 Antigo - Heat Away 6:00 pm
8t Grade Babe Ruth
Mon. June 16" Wausau - Elks Home 6:00 pm
Wed. June 18" Antigo - Kerber Rose Home 6:00 pm
Junior Legion
Thurs. June 12" Plover (DH) Home 5:30 pm
Tues. June 17 Antigo Away 7:00 pm
Wed. June 18" Antigo Home 6:00 pm
Thurs. June 19® Rib Lake (2-5 Inn) Away 6:00 pm
Post 46
Fri. June 13" Plover Away 7:00 pm
Mon. June 16" Crandon Away 6:00 pm
Wed. June 18" Marshfield Home 7:00 pm
Thurs. June 19" Stevens Point Away 7:00 pm
Merrill Ranger

Sun. June 15 WI Rapids Home 1:30 pm
Wed. June 18" D. C. Everest Away 7:00 pm

The Sports 1 E

" protecTinG | Church
Calendar of events
is sponsored by: THE GRE/\TER MUtual
GOOD | INSURANCE

Real Rewards,

Year After Year

Real Rewards Checking (Real Rewards) is available for consumer deposits only. Annual Percentage Yield (“APY”) is accurate as of 1/1/2023. Real Rewards is a variable rate account. Your APY may change at any time after
your account is opened, at the discretion of Nicolet National Bank. Real Rewards is a tiered rate product. If qualifications are met for the qualification cycle, Tier 1: The portion of your balance that is equal to or less than $15,000
will earn 3.00% APY. Tier 2: The portion of your balance that is over $15,000 will earn 0.01% APY. The APY for Tier 2 will range from 0.40% to 3.00%, depending on the balance in your account. If qualifications are not met for
the qualification cycle, your entire balance will earn 0.01% APY. You must enroll in online banking and e-statements in order to qualify. Transactions required each qualification cycle: At least ten posted and cleared debit card
transactions (ATM-processed transactions do not count as qualifying debit card transactions), and at least one posted and cleared direct deposit of payroll or social security. Disclosed APY assumes all interest remains on deposit.
Fees and withdrawals of interest will reduce earnings and APY. All Nicolet National Bank checking accounts are subject to credit approval. Additional terms and conditions apply. See Nicoletbank.com for details. Member FDIC.

Grace Hoff received the Slugger Award.
Karmen Brietzke (not pictured) also received
this award.

In addition to the Varsity Queen of the Circle
Award, Mackenzie Herdt was given the
Wisconsin Valley Conference Award, Utility
2nd Team.

Kendell Klug was awarded Rookie of the Year.

Morgan Wienke was given the Guts and Grit
Award.

Dani Schielke received the Bluejay Award.

Lily Hoff received the Varsity Teammate
Award, and Ari Gray received the JV
Teammate Award.

Dani Schielke received the Varsity Clutch
Hitter Award and Ava Schult received the JV
Clutch Hitter Award.

Nicolet

NATIONAL BANK

Olivia Barker and Gabby Wheeler received the
Junior Class Leader Award.

800.369.0226 | NicoletBank.com






