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ELIZABETH HERDT
Parents Names: Amanda and Everett Herdt
Plans after High School: To attend UW-Oshkosh and major in Nursing
Advice I would give to incoming Freshmen: “My advice to incoming Freshmen would be to take advantage 
of dual credit classes and the Start College Now program! You would be surprised how much of a college 
degree you can get for free while you are still in high school. You have to do school anyway, so it’s a great 
opportunity to get college credit for it too!”
My favorite thing about MHS: “My favorite part of high school was being part of a community and getting 
to see my friends every day!”

DANIEL VAUGHN
Parents Names: Daniel Vaughn and Natalie Lechmaier
Plans after High School: To attend Milwaukee School of Engineering and 
major in Engineering
Advice I would give to incoming Freshmen: “Walk on the right side of the 
hallway and make sure to enjoy your time here.”
My favorite thing about MHS: “Hanging out in the CAD room.”

MIA SMITH
Parents Names: Renee and Douglas 
Smith
Plans after High School: Undecided
Advice I would give to incoming 
Freshmen: “Remember that your grades 
are never more important than your 
mental health!”
My favorite thing about MHS: “My 
favorite thing has been volunteering 

with my friends through different clubs and sports.”

BENJAMIN THOM
Parents Names: Josh and Tina Thom
Plans after High School: To attend UW-Green Bay and major in Human 
Biology
Advice I would give to incoming Freshmen: “Don’t be afraid to try new 
things and be ready to adjust.”
My favorite thing about MHS: “Making connections with my teachers.”

MAX BLACK
Parents Names: David and Brenda 
Black
Plans after High School: To 
attend UW-Madison and major in 
Biochemistry
Advice I would give to incoming 
Freshmen: “Build connections with 
staff; they can help you a lot.”
My favorite thing about MHS: 

“Making so many friends and being able to grow into 
someone I’m proud to be.”

JOHANNA DAHLKE
Parents Names: Joe and Dorly Dahlke
Plans after High School: To attend UW-Eau 
Claire and major in Psychology
Advice I would give to incoming Freshmen: “I 
would say fi nd something you think you might 
like and just try it. You’ll meet new people and 
learn new things and have a great time as long 
as you give it a good try.”
My favorite thing about MHS: “My favorite 

things about MHS were probably playing on the tennis team, having 
classes with my friends, and going to school events with friends.”

AUSTIN DEPIES
Parents Names: Geoff and Katrina 
Depies
Plans after High School: To attend 
UW-River Falls and major in Animal 
Science
Advice I would give to incoming 
Freshmen: “Get involved in school 
activities while you still can; you 
have the rest of your life to work.”

My favorite thing about MHS: “Competing in sports and 
hanging out with my teammates.”
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We’re proud
of yourmany
accomplishments
and wish you
luck in the
future.

Sara Ross

3400 E. Main St. Merrill
715-536-6176

www.mccourtesy.com

Save time and 
order on the 

McDonald’s app. 
DOWNLOAD IT

TODAY!

YOUR FUTURE IS BRIGHT, AND
WEAREROOTING FORYOU!

We can’t wait to watch your success on and
o� the (sports) �eld.

Congratulations class of 2025!

500 S Center Ave.
Merrill, WI
715-536-2481
www.riversideathletic.com
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Phone: (715) 536-2833
Toll free 800-499-JEEP (5337)

www.bricknersparkcity.net
3000 EAST MAIN STREET, MERRILL

LOCATED 1/2 MILE WEST OF HWY. 51-64 INTERCHANGE

Evan Fredericks Kaden Hannemann
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There’s no limit to what you can achieve, so reach
for the stars…and you just might become one!

THE BEST IS YET TO COME

Merrill Store
1010 E. Main, Merrill WI 54452

715-536-8336
Mon.-Fri. 7-6

Sat. 7-4 • Sun. 8-12

Tomahawk Store
1513 N. 4th St. Tomahawk, WI 54487

715-453-5534
Hours: M-F 7:30-6

Sat. 8-4 • Sun. 8-12

www.NAPAonline.com
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We Celebrate
the Class of 2025!

Hours: Mon.-Fri. 7:30-5:30
Sat. 8-34 • Sun. Closed

Hours: Mon.-Fri. 7-6
Sat. 7-4 • Sun. 8-12

462293

2025!
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Congratulations
to the class of 2025!!

Jed VanderSanden

to the class of 2025!!
If you can dream it,

you can do it!yyou can do it!ou can do it!
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Qemal Alimi Ivan Amador-Gonzalez Devon Ament Rafael Andrade Colin Apprill Blake Asinas Meia Aventi Elizabeth Barker

Dakota Bartz Brody Benedict Zachery Bergman Devin Billington Max Black Irene Blennert Bryce Bloch Stephanie Bonke

Carson Brooks Jocelynn Broullire Korbyn Brown Gracey Busterud Parker Byer Gus Chrudimsky Acazia Clayton Margaret Cordova

STUDENT NAME  EMPLOYER NAME
Qemal Alimil Pine Ridge Restaurant
Devan Ament Pine Crest Nursing Home
Gracey Busterud Culver’s
Anton Countryman Culver’s
Lily Dallman Ana Blair’s / Foot Locker
Ava Detert Z’s Fork Horners
Haylea Drabek Trinity School- Auntie Ray’s
Mckenzie Ellenbecker Ellenbecker Sap Farm

STUDENT NAME  EMPLOYER NAME
Graap Mady Helene’s Orchard
Kaitlyn Heckendorf MARC Center
Elizabeth Herdt Kwik Trip
Aidan Houghton Festival Foods
Janna Jacobson MAPS Pool/Riverside Athletic Club
Gage Kimmons Pine Crest Nursing Home
Justin Klug Buffalo Wild Wings
Isaac Latzig Windy Hill Tree Farm
Jonathan Leander McDonalds

STUDENT NAME  EMPLOYER NAME
Shannon O’Malley Pine Crest Nursing Home
Olivia Pajtash MAPS Pool
Breleigh Raasch WI Health Dept
Isabella Schoerner County Market Deli
Elizabeth Streich Pine Crest Nursing Home
Mckenna Thomas Pine Crest Nursing Home
Sebastian Trevino MAPS Pool
Kyrie Tucker Pine Crest Nursing Home
Madison Wiesman The Pizza Shop

CERTIFIED COOPERATIVE  EDUCATION-CO-OP PROGRAM

It is not in the stars to hold our destiny but in ourselves. 
— William Shakespeare
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�e Sierra Paci�c Foundation is awarding over $605,000 in scholarships to 202 students as they attend
trade schools, colleges, and universities during the 2025-2026 school year.

“Our commitment to education is a commitment to a brighter future for all,” said Carolyn Emmerson
Dietz, Sierra Paci�c Foundation President. “�e Foundation is proud to support these students as they
broaden their learning and their training.”

�e Sierra Paci�c Foundation grants scholarships to quali�ed, dependent children of Sierra Paci�c
Industries’ employees. Recipients are eligible for the scholarship for four years, with some granted a
��h year based on their school and �nalizing their undergraduate degree or trade school program.

�e Sierra Paci�c Foundation is a philanthropic organization founded by the Emmerson family in
1979. Over those years, it has donated over $10.5 million in scholarships. In addition to scholarships,
the Foundation contributes to youth activities and other organizations in the communities where Sierra
Paci�c Industries operates. In 2024, the Foundation contributed nearly $2 million to organizations in
the local communities.

SIERRA PACIFIC FOUNDATION
2025 SCHOLARSHIP AWARDS

Growing Healthy Communities
Ivan

Amador
Anastasia
Greear

Kaitlyn
Heckendorf

Noah
Moore

Mckenna
Pickard

Andrew
Proulx

Michael
Quong

Jonnie
Pierschalla-Zastrow

We’re proud to support
the Merrill community.

Church Mutual® is dedicated to
protecting those who serve and
inspire others. Founded in Merrill
in 1897, we’re deeply rooted in
our hometown – and we’re here
to stay. Protecting the Greater
Good® starts right here.

Learn more about our

hometown commitment at

CONGRATULATIONS
TO THE CLASS OF 2025!

© 2025 Church Mutual
Insurance Company, S.I.

churchmutual.com/hometown.
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Megan Cordova Anton Countryman Johanna Dahlke Lily Dallman Austin Depies Ava Detert Preston Dettmering Alexis Doering

Haylea Drabek Kellen Duerkop Addison Dufour Mackenzie Ellenbecker Ayden English Derek Frahm Elliot Franke Evan Fredericks

Madyson Graap Alexzavier Green Russell Gruetzmacher Kaden Hannemann Finn Hanson Jax Hanson Kaitlyn Heckendorf Kaiden Henrich

“THANK YOU TO MERRILL BUSINESSES FOR SUPPORTING YOUTH APPRENTICESHIP.”

STUDENT NAME  EMPLOYER NAME
Brody Benedict Ace Hardware
Zachery Bergman Jokin’ Joes
Bryce Bloch Red Roost Acres/Milky Way Farms
Jocelynn Broullire Organique Clinic
Parker Byer Hargrave Appliance
Preston Dettmering MLD Auto Repair
Haylea Drabek Incredible Bank
Ayden English A Cut Above
Evan Fredericks Brickner’s Park City
Russell Gruetzmacher Gruetzmacher Enterprises, LLC
Kaden Hannemann Brickner’s Park City
Anna Hintz Trinity Daycare
Samantha Homan St. Francis Daycare

STUDENT NAME  EMPLOYER NAME
Joseph Jensen Walmart
Carter Kaminski Sparkle Wash
Lily Kerins Park City Credit Union
Gage Kimmins Pine Crest Nursing Home
Marley Krueger Brooke’s School of Dance
Isaac Latzig Festival Foods
Johnathan Leander Walmart
Noah Moore Geiss Meat Service
Jonathan Myszka Merrill Millwork/Park Vue
Kory Page KB Body Shop
Maya Paulus Nicolet Bank
Emma Rautiola Ana Blair Boutique
Sarah Rell Cordova Insurance Agency

STUDENT NAME  EMPLOYER NAME
Joshua Riste B’s Nest
Austin Ronis Breaman Merrill Ford
Bray Schmidt Stainless Specialists
Shaddock Schmidt Walmart
Jake Schwandt Park City Credit Union
Takiyah Sell Daves County Market
Madilynn Skic 4G Farms Feedstore
Brandon Skomars Gold Medal Cattle Company
Aiydyn Tiffany Walmart
Landon Vullings Two Boys and a Lawnmower
Aiden Wanie Goetsch’s Welding and Machine
Brock Wilson Rib Mountain Cycles
Thomas Ziebell Two Boys and a Lawnmower

YOUTH APPRENTICESHIP 2025

No, sky is not the limit. It is only the beginning. 
— Donovan Livingston



462065

Kevin J. Blake
715-204-0084

Proud of our Hometown Grads!
Keep reaching,

dreaming, achieving

2025

805 N.Center Ave.,Merrill,WI 54452
www.mldautorepair.com • Phone: 715-536-8141

462833

Congratulations
Class of 2025 Preston Dettmering

400 E. 2ND ST., MERRILL, WI 54452

715-536-1900
WWW.AUTOJOCKEYS.COM
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2025
Congratulations
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MERRILL •TOMAHAWK •MINOCQUA • RHINELANDER
Text* or call: 715-536-8351 • parkcitycu.org

Lily Kerins

*Messaging and data rates/fees may apply. Federally insured by NCUA.

from your friends at

Lily and all
2025 Graduates!

Congratulation
s

Hats off to
the hardworking
Class of 2025!
We wish you the best

today and always!
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Congratulations!
46
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C�gratulati�s
and�ank Y�!

From your family at Geiss Meat!

W4490 Pope Rd, Merrill, WI
715-536-5283 • www.geissmeat.com

Noah Moore
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715-536-8323
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Best
Wishes
to all area
Graduates.

2
0
2
5418 Grand Ave. • Merrill, WI

715 536-4664

S&S BARS&S BAR

Hall Rental Available for
Graduation Parties!
Call for Booking

Gail Abegglen • 715-551-8016
715-536-0550 • 2402 E. Main St., Merrill, WI

462829Jocelyn Broullire

2025 GRADUATION SECTION4 | Merrill Foto News Thursday, May 22, 2025

Elizabeth Herdt Anna Hintz Dawson Herman Samantha Homan Aidan Houghton Kaytlyn Hulke Priscilla Ibarra Kristiana Isaacson

Janna Jacobson Aiden Jaeger Joseph Jensen Tristan Johnson Carter Kaminski Harmony Kaufman Lily Kerins Gage Kimmins

Chase Klebenow Parker Klebenow Katelyn Klimek Landen Klockziem Justin Klug Cedar Kocimski Hanna Koeller Dylan Kraegenbrink

Wherever you go, go with all your heart. 
— Confucius



Dr. Steven DeMille & Dr. Ed Long

2402 E Main St, Suite 8
Merrill, WI

www.oakparkmerrill.com
715-539-0441

OAK PARK
DENTAL

DeMille &

462820
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Brody Benedict

1203 E.
3rd St. Merrill
715-536-6532HAMBURGERS

Bring in your 2025 diploma for a
FREE Daily Double Combo!

Expires Saturday, May 31, 2025
462832

Celebrating Over 50 Years In Merrill!

BEST OF LUCK
TO THE ENTIRE

Class of 2025
715-536-3617 • 1600 W Taylor St, Merrill
Quality plumbing services you’ve trusted for years!
MP #252751-PM •WDNR Pump #7054 • HVAC #26748846
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1500 O’Day St in Merrill BellTowerResidence.org

Alex
Erickson

Ivan
Amador-Gonzalez

Addison
Dufour

NowHiring!
See our employment opportunities
at www.belltowerresidence.org
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www.breamanmerrillford.com

Celebrating the
Class of 2025!

1301 N. Center Ave.
Merrill, WI 54452

(Hwy 51, Exit 211 then south 1.5 miles)(Hwy 51, Exit 211 then south 1.5 miles)

Parts/Service:
(715) 536-3039

Sales:
(715) 536-4542

Carter Wrzesinski Aiden Wanie
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Jenna Krueger Marley Krueger Maddox Lammerding Isaac Latzig Johnathan Leander Caden Lemmer Gracie Lessor Aiden Lonsdorf

Braedon Marshall Kendall McCaslin-Fischer Madison McCoy Noah Moore Jonathan Myszka Jordan Neumann Brady Norton Shannon O’Malley

Kory Page Olivia Pajtash Maya Paulus Evelyn Peroutka Martin Pintor Micah Plautz Breleigh Raasch Connor Rajek

Emma Rautiola Sarah Rell Haley Rindt Joshua Riste Austin Ronis Sara Ross Danielle Schielke Jacob Schmeltzer

� e � reworks begin today. Each diploma is a lighted 
match, each one of you is a fuse.” — Ed Koch
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Knab Insurance
Agency, Inc.

���� �� ���� ���� ������� • �����������

����� �� ���������
462252

462294

Open to the Public
(715) 536-7471

1205 N Lake St. • Merrill, WI 54452
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CONGRATULATIONS
SENIORS

GOOD LUCK IN
YOUR FUTURE!

NOWHIRING!
P/T - KITCHEN, WAIT STAFF • BARTENDERS

We wish you the
best of luck as you
take the next step
on your journey,

and every happiness
along the way.

601 Johnson St.,
Merrill

715-536-5708

OPEN TO THE
PUBLIC
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To all Graduates!
Way to go!

210 S. Pine Ridge Ave., Merrill
715-539-2005 • subway.com

Congratulations!
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Congratulations
to the class of

2025 graduates!

715-536-3399 • 715-536-9700
1102 S. Center Ave., Merrill, WI 54452
www.woodlandcourtelder.com

Maya Paulus

JOLETA WESBROCK
REALTOR/BROKER - “GUIDINGYOUHOME”

715-574-2404
joleta@coldwellaction.com
www.joletasellshomes.com
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SERVING LIMITED LUNCH MENU AND SOUP & SALAD BAR!

NOW OPEN
EVERY DAY
AT 11 AM!

B’s Nest
(715) 722-1211
1404 W. Main Street., Merrill
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JOSHUA RISTE

Joshua and all
the 2025
Graduates!

317 E 2nd St, Merrill, WI
(715) 536-4881

Sun-Thur 10AM – 9PM
Fri & Sat 10AM – 11PM

Madison
Wiesman

462559
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Bray Schmidt Michael Schmidt Shaddock Schmidt Sophia Schmidt Samuel Schneider Isabella Schoerner Jake Schwandt Madilyn Seles

Takiyah Sell Jackson Severt Madilynn Skic Brandon Skomars Mia Smith Tyler Smith

No photo 
available

Bailee Sommer Braxton Southworth

Carter Stingel Elizabeth Streich Mariah Swan Benjamin Thom McKenna Thomas  Aiydyn Tiffany Quinten Tomaicik Sebastian Trevino

When you take risks, you learn that there will be times 
when you succeed and there will be times when you fail, 

and both are equally important. 
— Ellen DeGeneres



Open
10am-10pm,
7 Days A Week

- Arby’s Merrill WILike

3350 E Main St., Merrill
715-722-0645

3300 E. Main St.,
Merrill, WI 54452

715-536-7979
www.americinn.com

Award Winning In North America for
“GUEST FOCUSED QUALITY”

Molly White Lizzie Barker

Way to go 2025

Graduates!!
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Late Night
Specials

After 7 pm

• Small Fry $1
• Small Soda $1

• Slider $1
• Cookie $1

Monday-Friday 7:30am Until 4:00pm • Phone 715-536-7313
www.merrillparkandrec.com

SMITH
CENTER
1100 Marc Drive, Merrill,

Wisconsin 54452

461981
www.ci.merrill.wi.us/parks

Kaitlyn Heckendorf Ben ThomMackenzie Ellenbecker

Ahna WildeBailee Sommer EJ WeixHaley Rindt

Olivia Pajtash
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Congratulations
Class of 2025

We are so proud our Bluejays!

3349 E. Main St.
715-536-3444

www.culvers.com

Way to go,
thanks for your
years served
with us Gracey

Gracey Busterud
Since 2021

NEW SUMMER HOURS:
Monday-Wednesday, and

Sunday 10am-10pm
Thursday, Friday, and
Saturday 10am-11pm

Home Electronics Musical Instruments Custom Audio/Video

WE SALUTE THE CLASS OF 2025!
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912 E. Main St., Merrill • 715-536-5352

1211 W. Main Street, Merrill • 715-536-44151211 W. Main Street, Merrill • 715-536-4415

Congratulations to the Class of 2025!
From everyone at

Kory Page
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Kyrie Tucker Nicholas Vandeweerd Daniel Vaughn Logan Vobornik Landon Vullings Aiden Wanie  Gage Weber Emil Weix

Olivia Wendt Callum Wheeler Amelia White Nora White Madison Wiesman Ahna Wilde Brock Wilson  Alvis Winters

Mary Wix Carter Wrzesinski Merin Yates Thomas Ziebell Rylan Zimmerman

Jolene Blakeslee

NTC Christian Academy 
2025 Graduates

Areianna Beyer Micah Mooneyham

C� gra� lati� s 
Cla�  of 2025

In loving memory of 

Dakota Grace Brown
Oct. 10, 2006 - April 17, 2023



“Be strong and courageous. Do not be frightened, and do not be dismayed,
for the Lord your God is with you wherever you go.” – Joshua 1:9

Brody Benedict, Lilly Dallman, Ayden English, Janna Jacobson, Evelyn Peroutka,
Mia Smith, and Lydia Szeto- Graduating from Northland Lutheran H.S.

Congratulations
to the 2025 High School Graduates,

Especially those who were the 2021 graduates of St. John Lutheran School!
God’s blessings to you as you begin new adventures in your life.

461999

stjohnmerrill.org
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(715) 536-2262 • 1204 N. Center Ave., Merrill • www.merrillsheetmetal.com
HEATING COOLING FIREPLACES STOVES

MERRILL SHEET METAL
HEATING COOLING&

Parker Byer
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715-536-5400
1401 W. Taylor St., Merrill, WI 54452

www.inter�exgroup.com

CONGRATULATIONS
GRADUATES! 

CLASS OF 2025!
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Congratulations Class of 2025!
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Love, Brooke
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Senior Year ... We will Remember!
(2024-2025)

 Beverages & Snacks
• Most Popular Soda: Coca-Cola 

continues to lead as America’s favorite soft 
drink. 

• Second Most Popular Soda: Dr 
Pepper surpassed Pepsi to become the 
second most popular soda in the U.S.

• Top Energy Drink: Red Bull continues 
to lead, especially among students seeking 
a ca�eine boost.

• Favorite Snack: Flamin’ Hot Cheetos 
dominate as the go-to spicy snack.

• Most Loved Candy: Reese’s Peanut 
Butter Cups maintain their sweet spot at 
the top.

• Top Fast Food Chain: Chick-fil-A holds 
strong with its signature chicken sandwiches.

Music & Artists
• Top Global Artist (Spotify 2024): 

Taylor Swift with over 26.6 billion streams 
globally. 

• Billboard’s Greatest Pop Star of 
2024: Kendrick Lamar topped the list for 
his impactful music and performances. 

• Top Pop Artists of 2025 (Fan 
Rankings):

• Sabrina Carpenter
• Billie Eilish
• Ariana Grande 

• Top Male Country Artist (ACM 
Awards 2025): Chris Stapleton won Male 
Artist of  the Year. 

• Top Female Country Artist (ACM 
Awards 2025): Lainey Wilson secured 
Entertainer of  the Year and Female Artist 
of  the Year. 

• Most Popular Male Country Artists 
(Fan Rankings):

• Morgan Wallen
• Luke Combs
• George Strait 

• Top Pop Song (Billboard Hot 100 
Year-End 2024): “Lose Control” by Teddy 
Swims.

• Top Country Song (Billboard Hot 
100 Year-End 2024): “I Had Some Help” by 
Post Malone featuring Morgan Wallen.

• Longest-Running No. 1 Song 
(Billboard Hot 100 2024): “A Bar Song 
(Tipsy)” by Shaboozey, with 19 weeks atop 
the chart.

• Top New Artist (Billboard Hot 100 
Year-End 2024): Benson Boone with 
“Beautiful Things.”

• Top Collaboration (Billboard Hot 
100 2024): “I Had Some Help” by Post 
Malone featuring Morgan Wallen.

• Top K-pop Group (IFPI 2024): 
SEVENTEEN.

Film & Television
• Top Grossing Movie Worldwide 

(2024): Inside Out 2 with $1.698 billion. 
• Second Highest Grossing Movie 

(2024): Deadpool & Wolverine grossed 
$1.338 billion. 

• Top Grossing Movie Worldwide 
(2025): Ne Zha 2 with $1.898 billion. 

• Best Limited Drama (BAFTA 2025):
Mr. Bates vs The Post O�ce won Best 
Limited Drama. 

• Best Comedy Performance (BAFTA 
2025): Ruth Jones for Gavin & Stacey: The 
Finale. 

• Best Single Documentary (BAFTA 
2025): Ukraine: Enemy In The Woods.

• Top Streaming Series (2024): Beast 
Games by MrBeast, with 50 million viewers 
within 25 days of  release. 

•  Most Watched Netflix Original 
Show (2024): Fuller House Season 1 with 
8.7 million views.

• Most Popular Film Actors (Fan 
Rankings 2025):

• Chris Hemsworth
• Tom Holland
• Pedro Pascal 

• Top Male Lead Performance (IMDb 
2024): Timothée Chalamet for A Complete 
Unknown.

Politics & World Events
• 2024 U.S. Presidential Election 

Winner: Donald Trump, defeating Kamala 
Harris.

• Significant Global Conflict: 
Continuation of  major armed conflicts, 
including the Russian invasion of  Ukraine, 
the Myanmar civil war, and the Sudanese 
civil war.

• Economic Highlight: Gold prices 
surged over 20% post-2024 U.S. election due 
to global economic uncertainty.

Sports & Achievements
• Top Athlete (2024): Simone Biles 

returned to gymnastics with record-
breaking performances.

• Best Team Performance (2024): 
Kansas City Chiefs clinched the Super 
Bowl.

• Top Esports Team (2024): Team 
Liquid dominated in multiple gaming 
tournaments.

• Most Inspiring Moment (2024): 
Paralympian Jessica Long’s achievements 
inspired many worldwide.

• Breakthrough Athlete (2024): Naomi 
Osaka made a powerful comeback in tennis. 




