
Oh Jay Services, LLC
Tomahawk

715-966-0181
ohjayservices@hotmail.com • www.ohjayservices.com

Fully Licensed and Insured

Servicing Septic Systems and Holding Tanks
Portable Toilet Rental
Sewer Line Jetting & Thawing
Camera Service

44
80

26

Expires 06/30/2024. License 93-029366-022895.

Call The Squad for a FREE ESTIMATE

715-804-4844
MosquitoSquad.com 37

18
28

06/30/2025.

46
00

78

FREE  | SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 10, 2017  |  VOLUME 40, NUMBER 24www.TomahawkLeader.com  |  715-453-2151 FREE  |  Wednesday, May 21, 2025  |  Volume 138, Issue 12

PRSRT STD
U.S. POSTAGE PAID

TOMAHAWK, WI
PERMIT NO. 19

POSTAL CUSTOMER
ECRWSS

THE BEAR IS BACK

Tomahawk icon returns to Sawdy Pond
FOR THE TOMAHAWK 
LEADER

TOMAHAWK – The 
iconic Lake Ice Bear, also 
known as the Hamm’s 
Bear, is back on Sawdy 
Pond and ready to wel-
come summertime visitors 
to Tomahawk.

The Hamm’s bear has 
Tomahawk ties dating 
back more than 60 years. 
Originally used as a 
Hamm’s beer advertising 
display at Leon and Flor-
ence Weizenicker’s Lake 
Ice business, George Wei-
zenicker suggested that 
the bear be mounted on an 
inner tube. Running with 
the idea, Leon also added 
a fi shing pole and a can of  
Hamm’s beer, and the bear 
was fl oated in Sawdy Pond 
next to the Lake Ice estab-
lishment, quickly becom-
ing a popular attraction for 
tourists and locals alike.

The Lake Ice Bear could 
be seen in the water each 
year from about 1958 to 1979.

Following the sale of  
the Lake Ice business, the 

Hamm’s Bear became the 

property of former Toma-

hawk Leader publishers 

Larry and Kathy Tobin, who 

donated it to Tomahawk 
Fishing Unlimited in 1999.

The bear made appear-
ances in many of  Toma-
hawk’s annual 4th of  July 
parades before being gifted 
to the Tomahawk Area 
Historical Society in 2018.

In 2019, a replica of  the 
Lake Ice Bear, donated by 
Dave and Shane Mayer of  
Aquatic Arts and Wildlife 
Taxidermy, was placed on 
Sawdy Pond, breathing 
new life into the popular 
attraction of  years past 
and marking the beginning 
of  summer in Tomahawk.

Today, a bench dedicat-
ed in memory of  Leon and 
Florence Weizenicker and 
placed along the sidewalk 
near Sawdy Pond provides 
a fantastic view of  the leg-
endary bear, and a sign do-
nated by Daigle Brothers 
Inc. o� ers the history of  
the Tomahawk icon.

 Photo courtesy of the Tomahawk Area Historical Society

LCHD shares 2025 data 
from County Health 

Rankings and Roadmaps
FOR THE TOMAHAWK 
LEADER

LINCOLN COUNTY – 
The Lincoln County Health 
Department (LCHD) recent-
ly shared local 2025 data 
from County Health Rank-
ings and Roadmaps.

County Health Rankings 
and Roadmaps is a program 
of  the University of  Wiscon-
sin Population Health Insti-
tute that “draws attention 
to why there are di� erences 
in health within and across 
communities,” according to 
the program’s website.

“The program highlights 
policies and practices that 
can help everyone be as 
healthy as possible,” the 
website states. “County 
Health Rankings and Road-
maps aims to grow a shared 
understanding of  health, eq-
uity and the power of  com-
munities to improve health 
for all. This work is rooted 
in a long-term vision where 
all people and places have 
what they need to thrive.”  

2025 Data
CONTINUES ON PAGE 2

Afterwards, the graduates celebrated with a pizza party lunch, 
donated by local businesses. 
 Photo courtesy of the School District of Tomahawk

D.A.R.E. graduation
The Tomahawk Police Department (TPD) last week recognized 
the Tomahawk Elementary School and St. Mary’s School 
students who recently graduated from the D.A.R.E. program. 
TPD thanked Sergeant Matt Gorell for leading the Tomahawk 
� fth graders in the program.  Photos courtesy of TPD
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Hanging
Baskets

Stop in early for all your
Memorial Day
�ower needs at
the greenhouse!

10% OFF
STOREWIDE
On all remaining
plants & �owers!

• Annuals
• Wicker Wall
Hangers
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Planters
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said the annual data re-
port from County Health 
Rankings and Roadmaps 
helps inform LCHD, com-
munity partners and those 
that live in the county “on 
what is going well and ar-
eas that should be further 
explored to advance the 
health of  all Lincoln Coun-
ty residents.”

LCHD said the report is 
organized into the follow-
ing sections: 

• Population Health 
and Well-Being, which in-
cludes data on length and 
quality of  life. 

• Community Condi-

tions, which includes data 
on health infrastructure, 
physical environment and 
social and economic fac-
tors. 

Lincoln County is faring 
slightly worse than the av-
erage county in Wisconsin 
for Population Health and 
Well-Being, and slightly 
better than the average 
county in the nation, ac-
cording to the release.

Lincoln County is far-
ing about the same as the 
average county in Wiscon-
sin for Community Condi-
tions, and better than the 
average county in the na-
tion.

“If  you are looking for 
ways to get involved and 
support health in your 

community, consider join-
ing Live Well Lincoln, a lo-
cal partnership spearhead-
ed by LCHD, with the aim 
of  improving the health of  
our communities,” LCHD 
stated. “Live Well Lincoln 
provides a network to 
mobilize people, organiza-
tions and stakeholders to 
work together to address 
issues that impact health 
in our county.” 

For more information, 
contact LCHD Health Of-
ficer Shelley Cohrs at 715-
536-0307 or shelley.cohrs@
co.lincoln.wi.us.  

Review the Lincoln 
County Health Snapshot 
2025 at www.co.lincoln.
wi.us/media/92976. 

2025 DATA
FROM PAGE 1

Ambassadors hold ribbon 
cutting ceremony at The Grill

The Symonds family, owners of The Grill, were welcomed by Tomahawk Ambassadors Becky 
Jaecks, Dawn Nelson, Kathy Rankin, Deb Tomaszewski, Mary Lu Voermans, Bunny Kluka and 
Diane Timm. Photo by Andy Tomaszewski

FOR THE TOMAHAWK 
LEADER

TOMAHAWK – The Tom-
ahawk Ambassadors re-
cently held a ribbon cutting 
ceremony at The Grill.

The Grill, located at 3800 
U.S. Hwy. 51, just north of  
Tomahawk, is owned by 
Scott and Jenny Symonds.

A release from the Am-
bassadors said Scott and 
Jenny met while attending 
Tomahawk High School, 
married shortly after grad-
uation and started a fam-
ily, raising seven children. 

Scott worked at Harley-Da-
vidson in Tomahawk for 25 
years, while Jenny focused 
on homeschool education 
and Kinship of  Tomahawk, 
both as an employee and 
volunteer. 

“The Symonds family 
loves great food, and when 
an opportunity presented it-
self  to purchase a vacant res-
taurant, they took the plunge 
and opened The Grill,” the 
Ambassadors said. 

The Grill serves always 
fresh, never frozen Black 
Angus ground chuck smash 

burgers on fresh buns made 
from scratch and baked dai-
ly. The menu also includes 
fresh-cut fries, salads, fresh 
chicken, homemade award-
winning macaroni and 
cheese and a variety of  in-
house made appetizers and 
dips. 

“The Grill is run by the 
Symonds family and o�ers 
fast, friendly counter ser-
vice in a relaxed, family-
friendly atmosphere with 
both indoor and outside 
seating,” the Ambassadors 
stated.

LINCOLN COUNTY SHERIFF’S REPORT
As reported by the Lincoln County 
Sheriff’s Office Monday, May 12:
On 5/6/2025 deputies were 
dispatched to the area of STH 
107 and Behling Rd. in the Town 
of Bradley for a motor vehicle 
crash with injuries. When deputies 
arrived on scene, they spoke with 
the driver, a Wausau man, 64, 
who was involved in the crash. He 
advised he was traveling N/B on 
STH 107 when he looked away 
for a moment and lost control of 
his truck. The truck left the road, 
entering the ditch and striking a 
tree. The driver sustained a head 
and shoulder injury. The driver 
was transported by ambulance to 
Aspirus Tomahawk Hospital. The 
driver was issued several traffic 
citations. 
On 5/6/2025 a deputy on patrol 
observed a speeding vehicle 
traveling S/B on USH 51 near 
CTH K in the Town of Birch. The 
vehicle was stopped for the 
traffic violation. When stopped, 
the deputy made contact with 
the driver, a man, 22, from Lake 
City, Minn. In making contact, 
the deputy noticed the odor of 
marijuana and signs of the man 
being impaired. A search of the 
vehicle turned up marijuana and 
drug paraphernalia. A second 
deputy with specialized training 
in recognizing persons operating 
under the influence of drugs and 
controlled substances requested 
the driver perform some sobriety 
tests, which the driver agreed 
to do. As a result of those tests, 
the driver was arrested for a first 
offense of OWI. The driver was 
later booked into the Lincoln 
County Jail for possession 

of marijuana (THC) and drug 
paraphernalia. 
On 05/06/2025 a deputy on 
patrol observed a vehicle traveling 
On USH 8 near Tannery Rd. at 
what appeared to be a faster rate 
of speed. The deputy conducted a 
stop on the vehicle for a speeding 
violation. Upon making contact 
with the driver, a Tripoli man, 
18, the deputy noticed signs of 
impairment, as well as an odor of 
marijuana coming from the car. 
A search of the vehicle resulted 
in the deputy finding marijuana. 
The driver was asked to perform 
sobriety tests, which he agreed 
to do. As a result of those tests, 
the driver was arrested for a first 
offense of OWI. The driver was 
later booked into the Lincoln 
County Jail for possession of 
marijuana, two counts of bail 
jumping and operating after 
revocation. 
On 05/7/2025 a deputy on patrol 
observed a motorcycle traveling 
at a high rate of speed on Joe 
Snow Rd. in the Town of Scott. 
The deputy was able to get the 
bike on radar, and it was found 
to be traveling 116 MPH in 45 
MPH zone. Due to the speed and 
safety concerns, the deputy did 
not try to stop the motorcycle. 
After a short period of time, a 
suspect was developed. A deputy 
went to the suspect’s house, 
making contact with the male, 
16, from Merrill. In questioning 
the boy, it was determined that 
he was indeed the driver of the 
motorcycle related to the speeding 
violation on Joe Snow Rd. The 
male will be referred to the Lincoln 
County District Attorney’s Office 

for a second degree recklessly 
endangering safety, as well as 
other traffic citations. The male 
was not taken into custody and 
was left in the care of his mother. 
On 05/8/25 a deputy on patrol 
had a speeding vehicle on USH 
51 near the 211 mile marker in 
the Town of Merrill. The vehicle 
was initially observed at 84 MPH 
in a 65 MPH zone. The deputy 
attempted to stop the vehicle 
for the speeding violation. The 
driver of the car, who was later 
identified as a Wausau woman, 
37, refused to pull over and 
increased the speed of her 
vehicle up to 115 MPH, leading 
the deputy on a vehicle pursuit. 
The driver continued S/B on USH 
51 into Marathon County, where 
she attempted to exit USH 51 at 
Marathon CTH WW, where she lost 
control of the vehicle and crashed. 
The driver was injured and 
trapped in the vehicle as a result 
of the crash. She was later freed 
from the vehicle by responding 
emergency crews. She was then 
transported to Aspirus Wausau 
Hospital. The driver had a warrant 
for her arrest, and she was also 
charged with OWI. Once released 
from the hospital, she was 
transported to the Lincoln County 
Jail. She will also be receiving 
several traffic citations. LISO was 
assisted by the Marathon County 
Sheriff’s Office, as well as Wausau 
area fire and EMS. 
On 05/8/25 a deputy on patrol 
observed a vehicle traveling 
on CTH S near Dean Rd. As the 

Sheriff’s Report
CONTINUES ON PAGE 5

Photos courtesy of LCHD
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Prices from
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• Double protection from harsh conditions
• Protection begins with galvanized steel

and wire
• Powder coating with UV inhibitors over

galvanizing producing two lines of
defense against elements

• Heavy duty 14 gauge steel frame with
8 gauge wire

• No tools required for assembly
• 28” door opening with drop latch
• 4 gauges heavier than the Big Box stores
• Two sizes: 10’ wide x 10’ long x 6’ high

or 5’ wide x 10’ long x 6’ high - extra
sections available
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Union Grove Cemetery at the
Veterans Monument on Saturday,
May 24th at 11:30 am. Located
in Harshaw, WI. 4521 Lakewood
Road. We will be honoring our
past veterans and military. All are
welcome to attend. There also
will be the Einar H. Ingman Jr.
motorcycle Honor procession

gathering at the American Legion Post 93 in
Tomahawk at 9:15 am that will proceed to the
ceremony.
All are welcome to ride. Contact NICK @
715-574-2060 for motorcycle procession. Please
visit our website for more information.
VETERANSCEREMONY.ORG

MEMORIAL SERVICE

A & B Stone Masonry
Block • Brick

Cut Stone • Fieldstone

715-224-2091

“No Job Too Small”

Ken Hernikl
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Due to the

Memorial Day Holiday,
the deadline for the May 28 issue
will be Thurs., May 22, 10:00 a.m.

for the Tomahawk Leader

EARLY
DEADLINE
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Need Pet Food?
If it is a hardship to feed your pet

is a non-pro�t organization to help local pets in need.

If it is a hardship to feed your pet

is a non-pro�t organization to help local pets in need.
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Info: Sunnie 715-612-5866

Monetary & dry pet food
donations needed.

Drop o�: T. Warehouse Liquor &
Auntie Em’s Resale

Currently in need of
Money • Beef Stew
Any kind of Jelly

Spam • canned fruit.
No expired dates please

YOUR CASH AND FOOD DONATIONS
ALWAYS APPRECIATED.

FOOD
PANTRY

Make donation checks payable to Tomahawk Food Pantry
W7994 Somo Dam, Tomahawk, WI 54487

Open Wed 1-3, Fri 11am-12:30pm
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15 E. Wisconsin Ave., Tomahawk
715-453-2144
www.tomahawkcommunitybank.com

This ad sponsored by:

907 E. Main St., Merrill
715-536-7133

YOUR CASH AND FOOD DONATIONS
ALWAYS APPRECIATED

Make donation checks payable to Tomahawk Food Pantry

PO Box 718, Tomahawk, WI 5448
Open Wednesday 1-3 and Friday 11-12:30

Always in need of
• Beef Stew • Baked Beans • Canned Fruits & Vegetables

• Cooking Oil • Cereal • Instant Potatoes • Noodles
• Pasta • Peanut Butter & Jelly • Soup • Spaghetti Sauce

• Canned meats: Chicken, Spam, Tuna
Kindly check dates, no expired foods please!

Look for Donation Boxes at Trig’s and
Great Lakes Foods
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17This ad sponsored by:

15 E. Wisconsin Ave., Tomahawk
715-453-2144

907 E. Main St., Merrill
715-536-7133
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THS program preparing students 
for future careers in skilled trades
FOR THE TOMAHAWK 
LEADER

TOMAHAWK – The 
School District of  Toma-
hawk earlier this month 
shined a light on its Build-
ing Trades program.

Technology Education 
Instructor Andy Peis-
sig said the program is 
“equipping students with 
valuable, hands-on ex-
perience in residential 
construction, laying a 
strong foundation for fu-
ture careers in the skilled 
trades.”

“This year, 14 students 
are enrolled in the pro-
gram, with 10 planning 
to pursue careers in the 
trades,” Peissig stated, 
adding that the program 
offers a range of  essential 
building techniques.

The curriculum in-
cludes floor framing, wall 
framing, window and door 
installation and painting – 
which, Peissig noted, are 
“critical elements in any 
residential structure.” 

Peissig said students 
also gain practical expe-
rience in more advanced 
skills, like rafter layout 
and installation and roof-
ing with shingles.

“The program empha-
sizes safety, precision 
and teamwork, giving 
students real-world expe-
rience that goes beyond 
the classroom,” he stated. 
“Students not only learn 
technical skills, but also 
develop problem-solving 
abilities and a strong 
work ethic. With a grow-
ing demand for skilled 
labor in the construction 
field, this program is an 
important step in continu-
ing the strong tradition 
of  Wisconsin’s trades in-
dustry. Tomahawk High 
School’s Building Trades 
program is helping bridge 
the gap between education 
and employment, empow-
ering students to enter 
the workforce with confi-
dence.”

Pictured is one of this year’s Building Trades program projects 
– an 8’ by 10’ storage shed. The shed remained available 
for purchase as of press time on Monday, May 19. For more 
information, contact the THS of�ce at 715-453-2106. 

Photo courtesy of Andy Peissig

News Briefs
ICAC and sextortion 

presentation
The School District 

of  Tomahawk will host 
presentations, sponsored 
by the Oneida County 
Sheri�’s O¨ce, on inter-
net crimes against chil-
dren and sextortion in 
the district auditorium 
on Wednesday, May 28. 
The middle school pre-
sentation will be held at 
1 p.m., followed by the 
high school presentation 
at 2:10 and the families/
parents presentation 
from 5 p.m. to 7 p.m. The 
presentations will be 
suitable for all ages.

LCVSO holding 
Tomahawk visits 

through end of year
Lincoln County Veter-

ans Service O¨cer Mat-
thew Pultz will be avail-
able at Tomahawk City 
Hall, 23 N. 2nd St., on 
Thursday, May 29, from 
8 a.m. to 4 p.m. Pultz will 
also be available at City 
Hall two Thursdays per 
month through the end 
of  the year. Upcoming 
dates include Thursday, 
June 12; and Thursday, 
June 26.To schedule an 
appointment, call 715-
539-1083.

Historical Society 
seeking volunteer 

greeters
The Tomahawk Area 

Historical Society is 
seeking volunteer greet-
ers for its two historical 
museums on E. Washing-
ton Ave. in Tomahawk. 
Museum hours are 
from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. on 
Tuesdays, Wednesdays 
and Thursdays, from 
mid-June through mid-
August. Shifts are two 
hours. Knowledge of  lo-
cal history is not neces-
sary. For more informa-
tion, contact Historical 

Society President Pat Pieti-
la at 715-966-4801 or Gordy 
Lovsletten at 715-453-4783.

Lincoln County 
road work

Lincoln County High-
way Commissioner Jason 
Lemmer advises that the 
following roads will be 
closed for chip sealing, 
paving and replacing cul-
verts, weather permitting. 
Local tra¨c only. Expect 
lengthy delays. Paving to 
include gravel application, 
pulverizing and shaping, 
paving, shoulder, paint and 
finish work approximately 
through Thursday, July 3: 
County Rd. A, from Erick-
son Rd. to Willow Rd. (1.54 
miles); County Rd. C, from 
County Rd. JJ to County 
Rd. K (1.5 miles); County 
Rd. CC, from U.S. Hwy. 8 to 
Somo Dam Rd.; County Rd. 
E, from State Rd. 86 south to 
the Spirit River Bridge (1.48 
miles); County Rd. U, from 
U.S. Hwy. 8 to County Rd. 
A (2.11 miles). Chip sealing, 
from approximately Tues-
day, Aug. 5 through Thurs-
day, Aug. 7: County Rd. D, 
from U.S. Hwy. 51 to County 
Rd. B (9.2 miles). Culvert re-
placements (month of  Au-
gust): County Rd. W. 

THS Class of 1975 
50th reunion

The Tomahawk High 
School (THS) Class of  1975 
will hold a 50th reunion 
at American Legion Post 
93, 327 W. Wisconsin Ave., 
Tomahawk, on Saturday, 
July 5 at 5 p.m. A chicken 
dinner with beverage will 
be served. Cost is $20.00 per 
person. Spouses and signifi-

cant others are invited. To 
RSVP, Venmo jean@ths50
or mail a check to Jean 
Whalen, N7249 County Rd. 
H, Irma, Wis., 54442. For 
more information, contact 
Whalen at 715-966-3956.

Open Arms Community 
Meal served Tuesdays

Open Arms Community 
Meal is served each Tues-
day at St. Mary’s Corpus 
Christi Center, 320 E. Wash-
ington Ave., Tomahawk, at 

5 p.m. All are welcome. For 
more information, call Teri 
at 715-218-7776.

Donations to cover 
student lunch debts 

being accepted
A Park City Credit Union 

account established to 
cover student lunch debts 
at the School District of  
Tomahawk is continuing to 
accept donations. To con-
tribute to the account, visit 
Park City Credit Union.

www.TomahawkLeader.com



Bar bara Ann Wag ner, age
86, of Tom a hawk, WI, and
Eagle River, WI, un ex pectedly
passed to her heav enly home
on Thurs day, May 8, 2025, at
PAM Health Re ha bil i ta tion
Hos pi tal in Wausau, WI. She
was born on June 15, 1938, in
Eau Claire, WI, to the late Neil
Cun ning ham Pow ers and
Gladys Ram berg Pow ers.
The sec ond of six chil dren, her
and her fam ily moved to the
Mil wau kee area where Barb
grad u ated from Pu laski High
School. She mar ried Don ald R.

Wag ner on Au gust 4, 1956, and they con tin ued to live in
Mil wau kee where they wel comed five chil dren. Bar bara was
a devoted home maker who en joyed sum mers up north in the
Tom a hawk area. In 1971, Barb and the chil dren moved to
their Nokomis prop erty. She and Don re mained friends, di ‐
vorc ing in 1986.
Barb loved liv ing in the North woods. She took great pride in
her work at John son Level and Tool as a put tier, craft ing
wood lev els. She also tended bar on week ends for many
years in clud ing at Louie’s Lit tle Brown Jug, Terry’s Nes sel
Inn, and Wally’s Four Cor ners.
While doing laun dry for her large fam ily at the local DX Gas
Sta tion and Laun dro mat, there was a pool table where Barb
learned to shoot. It be came a life long pas sion. She shot on
both the lady’s league and the men’s one-on-one and con tin ‐
ued play ing for fun until her death. Dur ing her work ing
years, she met her long-time part ner, Tom Roth well, and for
more than 20 years, they made their home to gether in
Bradley, blend ing two fam i lies. He passed away in 2008.
Barb was cher ished by her fam ily and well-re garded in the
com mu nity. She has served as a for mer pres i dent of the
Bron sted-Searle Amer i can Le gion Women’s Aux il iary and
car ried the Le gion flag in many Fourth of July pa rades. Barb
also en joyed being a part of many local leagues in clud ing
bowl ing, pool, horse shoes, and golf. She was a reg u lar in
three leagues at Edge wa ter Golf Course.
Dur ing her re tire ment years, a new chap ter opened when she
met her part ner, Bob Hen der son. They were well-matched in
their inter ests and loved to travel and play golf. They shared
time be tween Tom a hawk and Ari zona until his death in
2019.
Barb spent con sid er able time with her daugh ter and fam ily in
Eagle River after Bob’s pass ing and, more re cently, had been
liv ing there due to health is sues. She re mained so cial and
formed many friend ships there as well. She was a most kind
and accept ing per son, a gen er ous and beloved mom,
grandma, sis ter, and aunt who will be greatly missed by her
fam ily and many friends.
Barb is sur vived by her chil dren, Donna Adams, of Eagle
River, WI, Michael (Wendy) Wag ner, of Salem, OH, Cindy
(Carl) Hilde bran, of Casa Grande, AZ, Don ald Wag ner, Jr.,
of Tomah, WI, and Lisa Friese, of Riverview, FL; her grand ‐
chil dren, Sara (Steve) Olsen, Matthew Cum mings, Ka t rina
Wag ner, Jeffrey (Jill) Kane, Jamie (James Steinke) Kane,
Lind say Wag ner, Joshua Wag ner, Nicholas (Mai) Friese, Al ‐
li son Friese, and Ju lianna Friese. She is fur ther sur vived by
her great-grand chil dren and one great-great grand child with
a sec ond ex pected in Oc to ber. Ad di tion ally, she is sur vived
by her brother, Richard Pow ers, of Wauke sha, WI; and her
sis ter, Jean nie Cooper, of Tuc son, AZ; plus, many nieces,
nephews, and other ex tended fam ily. Barb was pre ceded in
death by her par ents; her for mer hus band, Don ald Wag ner;
her for mer part ners, Thomas Roth well and Robert Hen der ‐
son; her brother, David Pow ers; her sis ters, Nyla Keeler and
Karen Wit tkowske; and her son-in-law, Den nis Burgy.
A cel e bra tion of Barb’s life will be planned for this sum mer.
Gen er a tions Fu neral Home & Cre ma tory is as sist ing the
fam ily. You may view Barb’s obit u ary and leave on line con ‐
do lences at gen er a tions fu neral.com.

John Robert Mott, 78, of Apple Val ley, Minn., passed away
peace fully on Fri day, May 9, 2025 at the Min nesota Vet er ans
Home. He was born in Tom a hawk on Dec. 1, 1946. After
high school, John served in the US Army (1965-1968) with a
tour in Viet nam. After com ple tion of his ser vice, he ob tained
a bach e lor's de gree in Phys i cal Ed u ca tion from the Uni ver ‐
sity of Wis con sin-Oshkosh. John con tin ued to work in this
field until Sep tem ber of 1977, when he ac cepted his dream
job as a State Trooper with the Min nesota State Pa trol
(MSP). Dur ing his 25 years, John had sev eral spe cial ties.
After re tir ing, John was able to pur sue his love of travel dur ‐
ing his em ploy ment with Se mes ter at Sea.
John was a man of many tal ents and in ter ests. He tuned and
re paired pi anos, per formed card tricks, loved most sports
(GO PACK GO), cabin time, musky fish ing, bare foot ing,
and most of all spend ing time with his fam ily.
John is sur vived by his wife of 49 years, Missy, and his chil ‐
dren Steph, Jill and JB (Cassie). He has two grand daugh ters,
So phie and Piper, sis ter Jen nifer Decker (Bob), broth ers-in-
law John Foss (Nanc), Rand Foss (Di), and sev eral nieces
and nephews.
A Cel ebra tion of Life will be held at 5 p.m. on June 1, 2025,
Amer i can Legion, 145221 Granada Drive, Apple Val ley,
Minn., 55124. 5 p.m.- Wel come, 6 p.m.- Cel e bra tion of Life
Ser vice. Sto ry telling and open mic to fol low. Memo ri als can
be made to the Parkin son’s Foun da tion.
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Pastor Charles Scheele
Berean Baptist Church, Tomahawk

bereanbaptisttomahawk@gmail.com

Readers are invited to submit questions about God, the
Bible, and religion. I shall try to answer them for you, using the
Bible as my �nal authority.

Today, we continue our study on Proverbs 9:10, The fear
of the LORD is the beginning of wisdom: and the knowledge
of the holy is understanding. Last week we began looking at
Proverbs 2 and verses 1 and 2 with the statement that if we
learn how to obey our authorities, then we are equipping our
self to gain wisdom and understanding. The other side of the
coin is, if we are rebellious toward our authorities, then we will
not be equipped to become wise, nor to understand life.

Last week I left o	 by introducing the message of verses
3 through 5, Yea, if you cry after knowledge, and lift up your
voice for understanding; if you seek for her as silver, and
search for her as for hid treasures; then you shall understand
the fear of the LORD, and �nd the knowledge of God. Knowing
how to obey equips us to become wise and understanding
(verses 1,2), but the growth of our wisdom and understanding
is bound up in how badly we desire to learn (verses 3-5).

Verses 3 through 5 describe someone who knows they
do not know everything, so they have a hunger to learn. The
hunger is not just for information, but a hunger to know if it is
true. They are not looking for something that agrees with what
they already think, they want to know if they are right or wrong
in what they already think.

The book of Proverbs describes many di	erent types of
people. One type that is frequently contrasted with the wise
person, is the fool. A key verse about the fool is Proverbs
18:2, which says, A fool has no delight in understanding,
but that his heart may discover itself – the fool only wants
to know what agrees with them. Whereas, the wise will obey
commandments (Proverbs 10:8), will receive the counsel of
others (Proverbs 12:15), will seek out knowledge (Proverbs
18:15), and will accept correction and learn from it (Proverbs
9:8,9). A key verse on this contrast is Proverbs 12:15, The
way of a fool is right in his own eyes: but he that listens to
counsel is wise.

Going back to Proverbs 2:3-5, we must notice that it says if
we hunger and search for knowledge (truth), then we will also
come to understand the fear of the Lord, and are more likely to
accept God for who He is. This is important for being wise, for
wisdom begins with the fear of the Lord (Proverbs 9:10), which
is about hating the evil we see in our self (Proverbs 8:13). How
can anyone be wise if they only care to know their own ideas?
Wisdom is not about how much we know, but what we do with
what we know. That is why a wise person is so concerned
about learning truth; how can we make a right choice when we
operate from ignorance, only being concerned with our own
ideas?

Associated Clergy of Tomahawk

“Pastor’s Corner”
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of Tomahawk

Pastor Carolyn Rauschert
Associated Clergy of
Tomahawk

The Good Shepherd
The Lord is our Shepherd. We shall not be in want. The Shepherd
meets all our needs.

He makes me lie down in green pastures. He forces us to rest in
rolling pastures in Wisconsin, the farms, the elds, the joy. Green
pastures conjures up for me rest, refreshment and peace. The color
green is a restful color and God has painted it all around us. Thank
goodness for evergreens. We can see green all year long.

He leads me beside the still waters. The next best thing beside
green pastures is still waters – beautiful clear water is so healing...
cleansing, refreshing and calming.

The Lord takes care of us. He is our shepherd. He knows how to take
care of his sheep. He knows we need rest and peacefulness in order
to live a balanced life. His sheep need the food of the grass from the
pasture and cool clean water from the stream.

The Shepherd restores my soul. He knows life is stressful. Even
the good things in life are stressful. Prolonged stress is bad for our
bodies. Stress causes our body to go into over-drive. When stressed
we think and worry too much. We are in a constant ght or �ight
mode. We cannot relax. When too much is expected of us, we start
making mistakes and forget things. We get indigestion and don’t
sleep well. We get cranky and defensive. And stress is contagious.
It spills out onto others. It becomes a vicious cycle in families,
companies and organizations.

Our shepherd knows this cycle and leads us beside the still water to
free us...to break the cycle and free our soul.

We all have a body and a soul. And only God knows our soul. He
knows our needs. You can go to the doctor and he can give you some
pills, but he doesn’t know what your soul needs. The Shepherd does.
He will lead, heal and restore us. The Shepherd heals and restores
our balance.

Balance is so important for the Christian soul. There can be times
in life when things get out of balance. Most of us can endure out
of balance at work or at home for a time, but not both. The Good
Shepherd’s job is to keep us in balance. He alone restores our soul.
He alone leads us in paths of righteousness for his name sake.

Sometimes we don’t even recognize when we are on the wrong
path. He leads us onto right paths. We can trust the Shepherd to lead
us. The Shepherd loves his sheep, and leads them along a path of
balance and safety.

Despite having a Shepherd who loves and leads us, we still live in
a world that is fallen and sinful. And we pass through dark valleys
– rough times, when the people we love get sick or die, leave or
abandon us. We can get depressed, feel alone or fear decision and
change. But we must remember we are never alone. The Shepherd
is always there. He will never leave us. He anoints us and our cup
over �ows.

Surely goodness and mercy will follow us all the days of our life.
The house of God is your green pasture, your still water, your path,
your table of goodness and mercy. Be at peace. Be blessed. We shall
never be separated from our Good Shepherd.

Amen.

Kirsten (Kissy) Boyens died un ex pect edly in her home on
Oc to ber 4, 2024 at the age of 61. Kissy was born May 24,
1963 in Hay ward, IA to her par ents Ray Boyens and Judy
Boyens.
Kissy spent most of her child hood in Tom a hawk. She was a
1981 grad u ate of Tom a hawk High School. After high school
Kissy went on to col lege in CA, CO, and even tu ally re turned
to Tom a hawk to earn her nurs ing de gree. Nurs ing was a nat ‐
ural career choice for Kissy. She had a big heart and a nur ‐
tur ing soul. If help was needed she was al ways there to lend
a hand. Her nurs ing ca reer took her back to CO and be yond
as she was a trav el ing nurse for many years. Wher ever Kissy
went with her job she al ways seemed to find friends and
fam ily nearby to con nect with. Al ways help ing out wher ever
she was. She even tu ally set tled down and pur chased a home
in Madi son, WI where she con tin ued to work as a nurse. Her
sis ter, Inger, and brother, Brad, even tu ally shared this home
with her as she con tin ued to help out her fam ily.
Kissy was pre ceded in death by her par ents and sis ter, Inger.
She is sur vived by her sis ter, Michal (Missy) (Chris) To bler,
Rock ford, IL; her brother, Brad Boyens, Madi son, WI; her
step mother Janet War wick; sev eral nieces and a nephew.
She will be sorely missed by her fam ily and friends.
There will be a Cel e bra tion of Life ser vice at Grace Lutheran
Church in Tom a hawk on May 24, 2025 for Kissy and her sis ‐
ter Inger start ing at 11:00am. A lun cheon will fol low at the
Tom a hawk Amer i can Le gion. The fam ily is han dling the
arrange ments.
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OBITUARIES

tunate to return home, but many of  his comrades-in-
arms did not. My family’s military tradition continued 
with my cousin, who served as a Lieutenant Colonel in 
the Army until recently. He earned the distinguished 
Ranger tab, representing the pinnacle of  military train-
ing and excellence. Men and women like him stand 
ready to defend our nation at a moment’s notice, pre-
pared to make the same sacrifice as those we honor on 
Memorial Day.

As we honor the memory of  those who gave their lives 
for our country, we must also recognize the silent bat-
tles many of  our veterans continue to fight long after 
their time on the battlefield has ended. Post-Traumatic 
Stress Disorder, or PTSD, affects a significant number 
of  those who have served, and it is a reminder that the 
cost of  freedom is not always visible. These men and 
women carry wounds that can’t be seen—a burden of  
trauma, memory, and sacrifice that continues well be-
yond their return home. Their courage does not end 
with deployment; it continues every day as they strive 
to heal and find peace. As a nation, we owe them not 
only our gratitude but our unwavering support.

As we gather with family and friends this Memorial 
Day weekend for barbecues and celebrations, let us take 
a moment—a dedicated, mindful moment—to remember 
why this holiday exists. Let us teach our children about 
sacrifice and service. Let us bow our heads in gratitude 
for those who died defending our values, our freedoms, 
and our way of  life.

May we prove worthy of  their sacrifice by being citi-
zens who honor their memory not just on Memorial 
Day, but every day—by living with purpose, protecting 
the freedoms they died for, and building a nation worthy 
of  their profound sacrifice.

They gave their tomorrows for our todays. We will 
never forget.

PATRICK J. WOOD
Publisher

Author of “Re�ections” a new book now available on Amazon. 

Memorial Day: Honoring the Ultimate Sacrifice
PUBLISHER’S LETTER

Dear Reader,
As Memorial Day approaches, 

we pause to remember and hon-
or those who gave everything 
for our nation. Each Memorial 
Day, we stand in solemn grati-
tude for those who never re-
turned home. The empty chairs 
at family tables. The children 
who grew up without a parent. 
The spouses who faced life alone. Their sacrifice echoes 
through generations and forms the foundation of  the 
liberties we often take for granted.

My own father was among those who answered the 
call of  duty, serving our country in World War II to keep 
the world free from tyranny and oppression. He was for-

Local news online
www.TomahawkLeader.com
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Maple Ridge Construction

715-560-5840

Specializing In:
• Metal and Asphalt Roo�ng
• House Roofs • Barn Roofs
• Replacement Windows
• Vinyl Siding and More!
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There is HELP
and HOPE

for • Domes�c Abuse • Child Abuse
• Elder Abuse • Sexual Assault

Call HAVEN
715-536-1300

Talk with an advocate 24•7•365
Main O�ce & Shelter Located In Merrill

O�ce Hours Every Monday
at Lincoln County Annex

213 W. Wisconsin Ave., Tomahawk
715-453-3473

“Give me a call, before the rain starts to fall!”
- Brian Plisch • Owner/Operator

Great Look, Great Price, 5% off if you mention this ad.

LOCALLY OWNED
Serving the area for 21 years.

FREE ESTIMATES
715-297-0907

Email: bpseamless@gmail.comwww.bpseamless.com
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Superior Craftsmanship
Shingles • New Roofs • Re Roofs • Built-up • Low Slope Systems • So	t & Fascia

Metal Roof Specialists
Steel Panel/Standing Seam and Stone Coated Steel Systems

Free Estimates
Complete Roof Inspection and Consultation

Tomahawk,WI • Fully Insured • (715) 453 4800 The proof is in the Roof - roofmasterswi.com

20
14

FULLY INSURED

Your Dream Builders

• Build & Remodel
• Complete Remodels

• Shop/Sheds
• Concrete/ICF Walls

715-432-5197 Joseph Thorne

40
34

76

ktcarpetcleaning715@gmail.com

Kyle 715-820-0895
Tony 715-216-2673

40
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99

FREE
ESTIMATES

Think Spring! MakeYourAppointment Today.

Elliott Gomez
715-571-3841
Athens, WI

WEWASH
Windows
Siding
Roofs
Gutters
Concrete
Decks 45

53
03

www.purewash.us

FREE
ESTIMATES
Tomahawk
715-453-4200 20

15

SSeerrvviicciinngg tthhee TToommaahhaawwkk aanndd surrounding area with
Quality Products & workmanship for over 20 years!

WINDOWS - SIDING
SEAMLESS RAIN GUTTERS

46
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34

A Real Standout in Central WI and
Northwoods communities for over 75 years!

Tired of Re-Roo�ng Your House?
Try a Steel Roof!

44
46

14

Wisco
Steel R

oo�ng LLC

• Can Be Installed Over An
Existing Roof

• 40 Year Factory Warranty
• 4-Star Hail and Fire Resistant
• Ventilated At Peak
• Energy Star Ef cient

• Snap-loc Standing Seam
• 28 Colors Available
• Steel Roo ng
• Top Quality Work for Less
• Individual Homeowners,
Contractors, or Commercial

FREE ESTIMATES

Call Mark
715-503-5460

Do it Once,

Do it Righ
t!

4.15.24am

452690

• CAN BE INSTALLED OVER
EXISTING ROOFING

• 40 YEAR FACTORY WARRANTY
• 4 STAR HAIL AND FIRE
RESISTANT

• VENTILATED AT PEAK
• ENERGY STAR EFFICIENT
• SNAP-LOC HIDDEN FASTENER
• 18 COLORS AVAILABLE

INDIVIDUAL HOMEOWNERS, CONTRACTORS OR COMMERCIAL
ON SITE CUSTOM ROLL FORMING AVAILABLE
CALL TODAY FOR YOUR FREE ESTIMATE

715-618-8232

TIRED OF RE-ROOFING
YOUR HOUSE?

TRY A STEEL ROOF!

DO IT ONC
E

DO IT RIG
HT

FREE
ESTIMATES!
Tired of re-roo�ng

your house?
TRY A

STEEL ROOF!
• Snaplok (hidden fastener) • Can Be Installed Over
An Existing Roof • 40 Year Factory Warranty • 4-Star

Hail and Fire Resistant • Ventilated At Peak • Energy Star
E�cient • 28 Colors Available

Jerry Stutzman 715-314-2295Do it Once,
Do it Right!

19
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STEEL ROOFING
BADGER STATE
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To have your professional service appear in this section, call 715-453-2151 today!

|BUSINESS DIRECTORY|

deputy observed the vehicle, she 
saw the vehicle cross the center 
line several times. The deputy 
also noticed that the front 
passenger tire of the car was 
blown out. As a result of this, the 
deputy conducted a traffic stop 
on the vehicle. In making contact 
with the driver, a Tomahawk 
man, 30, she noticed signs of 
impairment. The deputy asked 
the driver to perform some 
sobriety tests, which he agreed 
to do. As a result of those tests, 
the driver was arrested for a first 
offense of OWI. He was later 
released to a responsible party.
On 05-9-25 the Tomahawk 
Police Department received a 
complaint of a vehicle doing 
burnouts in a local business 
parking lot. It was also reported 
that it was believed that the 
driver and passenger of the 
vehicle were intoxicated. At the 
time of the call, the Tomahawk 
Police Officer on duty was 
busy on a different call, so a 
deputy from the Sheriff’s Office 
responded to the location. When 
the deputy arrived on scene, she 
made contact with the driver of 
the vehicle, an Appleton man, 
68. In speaking with the driver, 
the deputy noticed signs of 
impairment. The deputy asked 
the driver to perform some 
sobriety tests, which he agreed 
to do. As a result of those tests, 
the driver was placed under 
arrest for a second offense of 
OWI. Once in custody and in the 
deputy’s car, the man made a 
threatening comment that he 
was going to get back at the 
deputy. The deputy questioned 
the individual if the threat was 
intended for her, and he stated 
it was. The man was transported 
to the Lincoln County Jail where 
he was booked in for a second 
offense OWI and making threats 
to law enforcement.
On 05-9-25 the Sheriff‘s Office 
received a report of a burglary 
alarm on the Merrill School 
Forest. Upon arriving at the 

school forest, deputies found a 
window to the main lodge had 
been broken, and it appeared 
as though entry had been made 
to the building. Deputies then 
searched the building and found 
that the suspect had left prior 
to their arrival. Deputies were 
able to review security footage 
and get a description of the 
suspect. A short time later, a 
man, 66, from Gurnee, Ill., was 
located across the road from 
the school forest at New Wood 
Park. The man matched the 
description of the suspect on the 
security footage. In questioning 
the man, he advised that he 
was responsible for going in the 
building to take a shower. He 
claimed he was planning on the 
entry to law enforcement later. 
He was arrested and transported 
to the Lincoln County Jail, where 
he was booked for burglary and 
criminal damage to property.
On 05-9-25 the Sheriff’s Office 
received a call of a vehicle 
traveling N/B on USH 51 near 
the 206 mile marker in the 
Town of Pine River. The vehicle 
was reported to be weaving 
all over the road and traveling 
and various speeds. A short 
time later, the deputy located 
a vehicle matching the suspect 
and conducted a traffic stop on 
the vehicle and made contact 
with the driver, a New Berlin 
man, 35. It was learned that 
the driver had a warrant for his 
arrest out of Milwaukee, Wis., 
and he was taken into custody 
on that warrant. Subsequent 
search of the vehicle turned up 
illegal drug items. The suspect 
also had a two-year-old child in 
the car with him. The suspect 
was booked for felony bail 
jumping, illegally possessing 
prescription, possession of 
cocaine second offense, 
possession of narcotic drugs and 
possession with intent to deliver/
manufacture/distribute fentanyl. 
The child was later turned over to 
another party.
Deputies conducted 85 traffic 
stops and 20 security checks.
Deputies responded to three car 
vs. deer crashes and one car vs. 
turkey.

SHERIFF’S 
REPORT
FROM PAGE 2

St. Mary’s students visit Tomahawk Public Library
St. Mary’s School 4K and kindergarten students recently visited the Tomahawk Public Library. “Ms. Annette is such an asset to our 
school and community,” said Principal Juanita Skubal. “It is so much fun to go and visit her.” Photos courtesy of Juanita Skubal



FISHINGTIMES

Solunar fishing chart for Tomahawk. Major feeding periods last
two hours and minors run one hour. New Moon - May 27.

Date
(CDT)

Morning Evening

Minor Major Minor Major
May 21 1:44AM 6:49AM 1:06PM 7:12PM
May 22 2:03AM 7:36AM 2:23PM 8:00PM
May 23 2:23AM 8:25AM 3:44PM 8:50PM
May 24 2:44AM 9:17AM 5:08PM 9:44PM
May 25 3:09AM 10:13AM 6:35PM 10:42PM
May 26 3:40AM 11:13AM 8:01PM ---
May 27 4:23AM 11:45PM 9:21PM 12:18PM
May 28 5:18AM 12:50AM 10:26PM 1:23PM 45
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To be awarded this scholarship, Chase completed the required
application, submitted an essay on how the pulp and paper industry
has impacted his life and why he should be chosen, interviewed,
and went on a mill tour.
To maintain the scholarship, a 3.0 GPA is required. Chase will
also be working at the Tomahawk Mill as a summer student for
the 2025 summer and will have the opportunity to complete
co-op/internship with PCA during his college career.
Future Tomahawk and Merrill High School students that are going
to college for a degree in engineering can apply in the fall. Please
speak to your guidance counselor regarding this opportunity.
Congratulations, Chase on this great accomplishment!
Pictured (L to R): Jordan Renn HR Manager, Don Gennrich
Mill Manager, Chase Klebenow, and proud parents Keith and
Sara Klebenow.

Packaging Corporation
of America – Tomahawk
Mill is excited to
announce that Chase
Klebenow, a student
from Merrill High School,
has been awarded a full-
ride scholarship to the
University of Wisconsin
- Madison, majoring in
Electrical Engineering.

463827

More than 50% of adults have a positive
perception of ads in print newspapers.*
Want to be next to trusted
content? Place your ad in this
newspaper and a network of
newspapers in the state!
Call this paper
or 800-227-7636

*Kantar Millward Brown, Feb. 2018

THIS AD FOR SALE!

www.cnaads.com

ANNUAL MEETING
Muskellunge Lake Protection

and Rehabilitation District
Saturday, May 24, 2025

9:00 a.m.
Town of Bradley Town Hall, Tomahawk 46
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PICK UP A

AT THESE
NEWSSTANDS
TOMAHAWK

BP TOMAHAWK

R-Store BP

Trig’s

Marathon

Tomahawk Shell

Tomahawk
Pharmacy

Kwik Trip

Corner Mart

Viegut’s Self Service

Wagner Shell

Kracker Barrel

Northwoods Store
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Dry hydrants
Last week, the Nokomis Volunteer Fire Department �ushed and �ow tested two of its dry hydrants. In a Facebook post, the department said the Prairie Rapids and the Point O’ Pines �ll sites serve 
as quick access to water when a lot is need. “They are basically large diameter PVC pipes with strainers under the water and a �re thread connection above ground to connect to a portable �re pump 
or, in these (photos), to a �re engine,” the department explained. “We’d use these sites to re�ll tenders to haul water to the �re scene, that’s why we ask that no one park near them.” 

Photos courtesy of the Nokomis Volunteer Fire Department



CLASS OF 2025
Congratulations
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http://inshallacc.com/N11060 Clear Lake Rd., Tomahawk 715-453-3130 • inshallacc.com

Riley Massa Quentin Susa

Claire Albert Sawyer Hanna Brayden Larson

A VERY SPECIAL
CONGRATULATIONS TO:

Montgomery Oelke Ella Hilgendorf

693 N 4th St. • Tomahawk, WI
www.tomahawksportscenter.com • 715-453-5373

460695

2020 CHEVROLET
TRAX LT
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2025 CHEVROLET
TRAX

463305

CLASS OF 2025!

662 N 4th St, Tomahawk 715-453-2174

s

Damian Ramirez-Gonzales
Tomahawk High School
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Co-valedictorians:
Claire Albert
Sawyer Hanna
Gracie Long
Scarlet McKenzie
Caylie Swan
Lydia Ziert

Rounding out the top ten students:
Ella Hilgendorf
Brayden Larson
Riah Petta 
Maya Daigle

Class Flower: Sunflower
Class Color: Hatchet Blue

GRADUATION CEREMONY
Friday, May 23 at 7 p.m. 

School District of Tomahawk Fieldhouse

Congratulations, Class of 2025!

Claire Albert Jack Amelse Wyatt Baer Debora Bagin Linda Barni Jules Barthelemy Dominic Boos

Kashton Brigham Francisco Bustamante 
Gutierrez Jose�na Cade Carson Childers Alexander Clifford Maya Daigle Jack Derleth

Oriana Dreger-Anderson JC Fuszard Sara Gebauer Adalai Gedde Zachary Germano Sawyer Hanna Lauren Hansmann
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205W.WISCONSIN AVE,
TOMAHAWK,WI
715-224-3600
Store Hours
MON-FRI 8:30-5:30, SAT 8:30-2:00
www.tomahawkappliance.com

905 1ST AVE., WOODRUFF,WI
715-356-2107715-356-2107715-356-2107

Congrats
to the
Class of
2025!9300 Highway S, Tomahawk, WI 54487

www.lpcorp.com

461949

Louisiana - Pacific
would like to
congratulate
the graduating
class of 2025

Full Service Automotive Repair Shop

QualityQuality TTiriree SalesSales
260663

Suspension & Drivetrain Repair
Computer Alignment

Struts • Brakes • Exhaust
Mon.-Fri. 8-5 • Sat. 8-12

715-453-4423
104 S. Tomahawk Ave.
Tomahawk, WI 54487

NO APPOINTMENT NEEDED

Congrats to
the Graduating
Class of 2025!

462064

46
20

20

Congratulation
To All Graduates!

WayTo Go Class Of 2025!

Kael Oates Summer Aniol

859 N 4th Street, Tomahawk
715-453-1105 • subway.com

Congratulations
Class of 2025!
Wishing you all the best
in your future endeavors.

46
22
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MERRILL •TOMAHAWK •MINOCQUA • RHINELANDER
Text* or call: 715-536-8351 • parkcitycu.org

Adalai Gedde

*Messaging and data rates/fees may apply. Federally insured by NCUA.

from your friends at

Adalai and all
2025 Graduates!

Congratulations
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Scarlet Mckenzie Matilde Milanetto Reese Molitor Kiannah Mullen Alicia Nelson Kael Oates Montgomery Oelke

Ava Heikkinen Abigail Henriksen Cooper Hetzel Ella Hilgendorf Cedar Hoffman Josiah Hulbert Zachary Jonesi

Sarah Kallerud Nathan Kurth Austin Lamer Leni Lange Brayden Larson Christian Lashua Joesph Lawrence

Jax Loka Gracie Long Angelus Lovelace Kenzie Malouf Hailey Marheine Riley Massa Julia Mcgovern

Tomahawk High School Class of 2025



1329 N. 4th St., Tomahawk 
715-453-9517

www.mccourtesy.com

Save time and order on the
McDonald’s app. Download it today! 

We’re proud of yourmany
accomplishments and wish you

luck in the future.

to the Class of 2025!

46
25

70 Connor 
Ott

Delilah
Sutton

Mathew
Walbeck

Merrill Store
1010 E. Main, Merrill WI 54452

715-536-8336
Mon.-Fri. 7-6

Sat. 7-4 • Sun. 8-12

Tomahawk Store
1513 N. 4th St. Tomahawk, WI 54487

715-453-5534
Hours: M-F 7:30-6

Sat. 8-4 • Sun. 8-12

www.NAPAonline.com

46
22

90

We Celebrate
the Class of 2025!

Hours: Mon.-Fri. 7:30-5:30
Sat. 8-34 • Sun. Closed

Hours: Mon.-Fri. 7-6
Sat. 7-4 • Sun. 8-12

Damian Dominic Sean

46
07

15

Congratulations
to this year’s

Kinship of Tomahawk Graduates
We’re so proud of you...

309 W. Wisconsin Ave.
Downtown Tomahawk

715-453-3245

73
45

9

HATCHETS!

BOWLING!

GO

GO

Congratulations
SENIORS!
Good
Luck!

26
38

37
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Brooklynn Orcutt Connor Ott Alli Palmer Wyatt Parola Riah Petta Landon Plantenberg Jenna Poshtar

Damian Ramirez Gonzales Jacob Riemer Brody Rigney Abigail Roberts Nathan Rosenmeier Andrii Ruban Ryan Sanders

Kaylynn Sandry Malachi Schef�er Makayla Schiltz Cassidee Schoone Trevor Schumann Trevor Seliskar Meadow Selissen

Makenzie Smith Audrey Sneed Tamara Stenberg Makenzie Strassman Tyler Sundquist Quentin Susa Delilah Sutton

Rhiannon Sutton Caylie Swan
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Apply in person, or Call

Tomahawk Bus Service
715-453-3000

$1,500 SIGN-ON BONUS!$1,500 S
Seeking Full and part-time School Bus Drivers

Perfect for retirees or stay-at-home parents.
Drive your kids/grandkids to their events!
Will train for proper licensing. Paid training.

18
20

46

Looking for something fresh?
We’re Hiring...

Full Time – Seasonal – Summer Help
Monday – Thursday

(4) 10 Hour Days – OT opportunity on Friday’s

Open Positions:
1st Shift • All Production Areas

36
42

51

Or stop in and pick up an application at:
Mitchell Metal Products

905 South State Street, Merrill, WI 54452

Fill out an application online at:
mitchellmetalproducts.com/about/career-opportunities

EQUIPMENT OPERATOR
TOWN OF NOKOMIS

463953

The town of Nokomis is accepting
resumes for the position of equipment
operator for the Township of Nokomis.

This is a regular part-time position
performing skilled work involving the
operation of one or more types of
motorized and manual equipment

in the repair, clearing and maintaining
of township roads, buildings,

cemeteries, and parks.

Valid Wisconsin driver’s license is
required and Class A CDL is preferred
for this position. Starting pay is based

on experience.

Send resume via e-mail to
Wsmith@nokomiswi.gov no later than

June 5, 2025.

Price County is accepting applications for a Health and Human Services
Assistant within the Health and Human Services Department. This position will
perform a variety of program related functions in accordance with established
policies, routines, and procedures. The essential functions include supporting
the department with necessary clerical duties, including, but not limited to
keyboarding, �ling, reception, numerical calculating, use of of�ce machines,
and interacting face-to-face with the public. This is a regular, full-time position
with a starting hourly wage of $20.02 (Grade 4), and full bene�t package.

Bene�ts include Wisconsin Retirement System with 6.95% employer
contribution, income continuation insurance, choice of multiple health
insurance plans including a zero deductible plan, 22 days of paid leave within
the �rst year, 10 paid holidays per year, paid maternity/paternity leave, and
quarterly employee lifestyle enhancement reimbursement perk. Dental/vision,
�ex spending, WI Deferred Comp, life, short-term disability, accident, and
cancer/critical illness coverages are available.

A full description of minimum requirements and application instructions can
be found on the Price County website’s employment opportunities page at
www.co.price.wi.us, by emailing a request to hrof�ce@pricecounty.wi.gov or
by calling 715-339-5131.

A resume and completed application must be received by the
Price County Of�ce of Administration by June 4, 2025, to be considered

for this position.

Price County is an equal opportunity employer.

HEALTH AND HUMAN
SERVICES ASSISTANT

Price County Health and
Human Services Department

46
40

02
46

24
82

Price County Health and
Human Services Department

Price County is accepting applications for the position of Family Skills Worker
in the Department of Health and Human Services. This is an advanced-level,
para-professional position within the Children & Youth Unit serving children, youth,
and families faced with child welfare or youth justice issues. Major responsibilities
include teaching parenting and functional home-maintenance skills and linking
families to critically needed community resources. Position functions are performed
in an of�ce, client home and community setting.

This is a full-time (40 hours per week) position with a starting wage of
$24.35 (Grade 6) per hour, and full bene�ts package. Bene�ts include Wisconsin
Retirement System with 6.95% employer match, income continuation insurance,
choice of multiple health insurance plans including a zero deductible plan,
22 days of paid leave within the �rst year, 10 paid holidays per year, paid
maternity/paternityleave,andquarterlyemployeelifestyleenhancementreimbursement
perk.Dental/vision,�exspending,WIDeferredComp,life,short-termdisability,accident,
and cancer/critical illness coverages are available.

A full description of minimum requirements and application instructions can
be found on the Price County website’s employment opportunities page at
www.pricecounty.wi.gov, by emailing a request to hrof�ce@pricecounty.wi.gov or
by calling 715-339-5131.

Resume and completed application must be received by the Price County
Human Resources Of�ce no later than 4:30 p.m. on May 28, 2025,

to be considered for this position.

Price County is an equal opportunity employer.

FAMILY SKILLS WORKER

HELP WANTED
WASTE & RECYCLING SITE

The Town of Bradley is currently accepting
applications to hire a part-time individual to
work at the waste & recycling site located at
the Bradley Town Hall.An application can be
obtained from the clerk at the Bradley Town
Hall, 1518 W. Mohawk Drive, Tomahawk,
during normal business hours, Monday-
Thursday 8:00am-12:30pm. Applications
are due in the clerk’s o�ce by June 5, 2025
at 12:00pm.

The Town of Bradley is an equal opportunity
employer

463830

FIRST CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH
OF TOMAHAWK IS LOOKING FOR A

PART-TIME PASTOR.
After 26 years, Pastor John Miskimen
has retired. The church is looking for
a Pastor to help them grow and
move into a new chapter.

If interested, please send
your resume to:
First Congregational Church
109 East Washington,
Tomahawk, WI 54487

And, please visit us on Facebook 463545
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Andrew Tollefson Sean Towne Ella Uelmen Caleb Vandeweerd Mathian Vojcik

Mathew Walbeck Grace Waring Blake Younker Samuel Zastrow Lydia Ziert

The Class of  2025 
remembers Tyler Cole

Tomahawk High School Class of 2025



APPLY IN-PERSON
Two Merrill Locations:
605 N. Ohio St. | 1815 Water St.
Questions? Call: 715-722-1884

Visit us online at spi.careers
Sierra Pacic is an (EOE) Equal Opportunity Employer, including those with a disability and veterans.
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CLUES ACROSS
1. Yearly tonnage (abbr.)
4. British thermal unit
7. Af�ict
8. Refrain from harming
10. Galls
12. Leg bone
13. Rhine distributary
14. Recipe measurement
16. Chap
17. Useful book
19. Mountain Time
20. Snakelike �shes
21. Places where people live
25. US, Latin America,
Canada belong to
26. Periodical
27. A type of sense
29. A way to get possession of
30. Everyone has one
31. Body art
32. Mr. October
39. Abba __, Israeli politician
41. Head movement
42. Jeweled headdress
43. VCR button
44. A way to change color
45. Basketball move
46. Upright stone slab
48. Forest-dwelling monkey
49. Pulsate steadily
50. Negative
51. Sino-Soviet bloc (abbr.)

52. Unit of work

CLUES DOWN
1. Island

2. Pittsburgh ballplayer

3. Chemical compound

4. Indicates density of data

(abbr.)

5. Mesas

6. Wild, long-legged sheep

8. Engine additive

9. “CSI” actor George

11. Stony waste matter

14. Thyroid-stimulating

hormone

15. Pores in a leaf’s epidermis

18. Digraph

19. Married woman

20. Peripheral

22. Northern Italy city
23. Klutz
24. Type of tree
27. Witnessed
28. Popular breakfast food
29. __ Mahal
31. BoSox legend Williams
32. Professional drivers
33. Atom or molecule type
34. The Constitution State
35. Chest to store clothes
(Scottish)
36. Type of solution
37. Speaker
38. Specifying
39. Formerly (archaic)
40. Wiseman and Krom are
two
44. The bill in a restaurant
47. Tennis shot

©MetroCreative
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Schoenenberger completes Nicolet College Jail Academy
The Lincoln County Sheriff’s Of�ce last week gave a shoutout to Corrections Of�cer Dane 
Schoenenberger for completing the Nicolet College Jail Academy. Schoenenberger began his 
service with the Sheriff’s Of�ce in Sept. 2024. “We’re proud to see him reach this important 
milestone in his corrections career,” the Sheriff’s Of�ce said. “Dane’s dedication and commitment 
to public safety re�ect the values we uphold every day. Congrats to Corrections Of�cer 
Schoenenberger and all the graduates of the spring academy.” 

Photos courtesy of the Lincoln County Sheriff’s Of�ce

WisDOT reminding motorists to keep 
Adopt-A-Highway volunteers safe

FOR THE TOMAHAWK 
LEADER

WISCONSIN – The Wis-
consin Department of Trans-
portation (WisDOT) is re-
minding drivers to focus on 
the road ahead to keep Adopt-
A-Highway volunteers safe. 

WisDOT initiated the 
Adopt-A-Highway program 
in 1991 to allow groups to vol-
unteer and directly support 
the state’s anti-litter program. 
These volunteers routinely 
collect trash and recyclables 
along Wisconsin roads.

“We are grateful to the thou-
sands of Wisconsinites who 
generously volunteer each 
year to pick up trash and re-
cyclables along the roadside,” 
said WisDOT Secretary Kris-
tina Boardman. “For nearly 
35 years, Wisconsin’s Adopt-
A-Highway program has truly 
blossomed as nearly 15,000 vol-
unteers participate in the pro-
gram each year. Their pride to 
keep our state beautiful should 

inspire all of us to properly dis-
pose of trash.”

In 2024, Wisconsin Adopt-
A-Highway groups collected 
more than 170 tons of trash 
and recyclables, and Nearly 
5,500 volunteer hours were 
reported last year to help 
pick up trash, according to a 
release from WisDOT. 

“WisDOT encourages 
more people to get involved,”

WisDOT’s interactive map 
shows highway segments 
maintained by Wisconsin’s 
3,000 Adopt-A-Highway 
groups, but more than 2,700 
miles of state highway are 
still available for adoption.

Adopt-A-Highway workers 
are asked to clean up their 
assigned two-mile state high-
way segment at least three 
times per year. All volunteers 
must be at least 11 years of  
age or in the 6th grade on two 
lane highways and 16 years 
of age on four lane highways. 
No other persons should be 

on the work site. Each group 
must provide one adult su-
pervisor for every five or six 
volunteers.

Automated forms on the 
Adopt-A-Highway website 
streamline reporting clean-
up e�orts. County highway 
crews gather the bagged ma-
terials for proper disposal. As 
part of the program, WisDOT 
furnishes safety vests, high-
way worker signs, a safety 
training video, trash bags 
and two permanent signs 
identifying the group. Groups 
do not work in dangerous ar-
eas like medians, bridges or 
steep slopes, WisDOT said.

“WisDOT reminds drivers 
to buckle up, put the phone 
down and follow speed limits 
on Wisconsin highways, espe-
cially when these volunteer 
groups are working along the 
roadside,” WisDOT stated.

Learn more at www.wis-
consindot.gov/adoptahigh-
way. 



Town of Nokomis bids —
Estimates for asphalt parking lot crack sealing
and sealcoating amounts at �re station:
Crack Sealing: Approximately 5,300’
Sealcoating: Approximately 52,500 sq feet
Bidders are encouraged to visit the �re station at
2675County Road L to con�rmmeasurements in
order to submit their bid amount for this project.
Sealed bids can be submitted to Town of
Nokomis, Fire Department Bid, 2541 Lake
Nokomis Rd, Tomahawk, WI 54487 by 5:00 PM
June 5th, 2025. Bids will be opened at the June
9th town board meeting.

ACCEPTING BIDS

463951Published May 21 & 28, 2025 WNAXLP

APPLICATION NOTICE
TOWN OF KING

Notice is hereby given that the following applications for
licenses have been �led in the o�ce of the Town of King, for
the period of July 1, 2025 to June 30, 2026 all according to
Section 125. of the Wisconsin State Statutes.

CLASS B LIQUOR LICENSE
Sure-wood Forest Bar & Grill, W4276 Sandy Lane,
Tomahawk, WI 54487

DMTN, LLC, Donna Napierala 861 W17th Street Edgar,
WI 54426

Pine Pointe Resort and Campground, W4249 Pine Pointe
Lane Tomahawk, WI 54487

Pine Pointe Resort & Campground, LLC - Dena &
Tom Wulf, W4210 Sandy Ln Tomahawk, WI 54487

Rivers Edge Bar and Grill, W4011 County Road A,
Tomahawk, WI 54487.

RPE’s Rivers Edge, Robert P Everts, N10306
Pine Shore Ln, Tomahawk, WI 54487.

Bottoms Up Bar & Grill, W4096 County Rd. A,
Tomahawk, WI 54487

Bottoms Up Resort, LLC - Sherrie Emmerich,
223157 Sungold Ct. Wausau, WI 54401

Organique Clinic, LLC, W4771 Gatewood Heights Road,
Tomahawk, WI 54487

Organique Clinic, LLC, Je� Roberts P.O, Box 538
Rhinelander, WI 54501

Lori Weber, Clerk
Town of King
Submitted for publishing 5/15/2025

The above notice will be on the June 9h, 2025 agenda at the
Regular Town of King Meeting. Meeting time 7:00pm at King
Town Hall, W4450 County Road A. Tomahawk, WI 54487.
Published May 21, 2025 WNAXLP
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NOTICE OF APPLICATION FOR
LIQUOR LICENSES

in the City of Tomahawk

Notice is hereby given that the following application has been �led in the Clerk-Treasurer’s o�ce
of the City of Tomahawk, Wisconsin for the sale of intoxicating beverages in said City for such
classes of licenses and at the location the premises to be licensed in the City of Tomahawk,
for the license year ending June 30, 2026 all according to Section 125 of the Wisconsin State
Statutes.

Name Premise Address Mailing Address

Class “A” Beer
CAPL Retial LLC/Joe’s Kwik Mart 706 N 4th St 645 Hamilton St Suite 400, Allentown, PA
Remington Oil Co. Inc/Remington Oil - Corner Mart 4 W Wisconsin Av PO Box 399, Antigo, WI
Kwik Trip, Inc./Kwik Trip 119 682 N 4th St 1626 Oak St, PO Box 2107, La Crosse, WI

Class “A” Combination
T.A. Solberg Co., Inc./Trig’s Tomahawk 662 N 4th St PO Box 50, Minocqua WI
Chase’s C Store, LLC/Tomahawk Shell 434 S Tomahawk Av 1329 N 4th St, Tomahawk, WI
Chase’s C Stores, LLC/Tomahawk BP 1329 N 4th St 1329 N 4th St, Tomahawk WI
Dolgencorp, LLC/Dollar General Store #10102 105 N 4th St 100 Mission Ridge, Goodlettsville, TN
GMP Southease, LLC/RStore #4489 1727 E Somo Av 5865 Magellan Pkwy, St 400, Richmaond VA
Tomahawk Warehouse Liquor, LLC 1515 N 4th St 1515 N 4th St, Tomahawk, WI
Tomahawk Tattoo & Tan, LLC 22 N Railway St 22 N Railway St, Tomahawk, WI
Viegut’s Express Inc./Viegut’s Do-It Best Express 981 N 4th St 7 Shore Dr South, Barrington, IL

Class “B” Beer and Class “C” Wine
Kwahamot Water Ski Club Inc/Kwahamot Water Ski Club 100 Deer Park Rd PO BOX 4, Tomahawk, WI
Swami Bapa, Inc./AmericInn 108 W Mohawk Av 108 W Mohawk Ave, Tomahawk WI
Bridge Inn of Tomahawk Inc. 15 Deer Park Rd 6800 Diamond Court, Chanhassen MN

Class “B” Combination
Cheese Shoppe, LLC/The Cheese Shoppe 112 W Wisconsin Av PO Box 67, Tomahawk, WI
TT Family Enterprises LLC/Corner Pub 8 W Wisconsin Av PO Box 257, Tomahawk, WI
Krishna Hotels 2, Inc./Rodeway Inn & Suites 1738 Comfort Dr 1738 Comfort Dr, Tomahawk, WI
Paul Kathamegos/The Gin Mill 215 W Wisconsin Av 2005 Indian Point Rd, Tomahawk, WI
Marilyn Helen Nuernberger/Mary’s Hangout 515 S Tomahawk Av 1702 Cedar Av, Tomahawk, WI
LAW Holdings, LLC/Shorthorns Bar 127 W Wisconsin Av 127 W Wisconsin Av, Tomahawk, WI
Michael Wayne Ludwick/Northwoods Pub 212 1/2 W Wisconsin Av 212 1/2 W Wisconsin Av, Tomahawk, WI
American Legion Post #93/Kilroy’s Klub 327 W Wisconsin Av 327 W Wisconsin Av, Tomahawk, WI
Wilmes Silverado, LLC/The Silverado Co. 705 N 4th St 705 N 4th St, Tomahawk, WI
Nachos 1, LLC/Nachos 204 W Wisconsin Av 204 W Wisconsin Av, Tomahawk WI
Tomahawk Bowl, LLC/Strikers 309 W Wisconsin Av 309 W Wisconsin Av, Tomahawk, WI
Pine Tree Club, LLC./Pine Tree Supper Club 115 W Wisconsin Av 115 W Wiscosnin Av, Tomahawk, WI
TB’s Bar LLC/Castaway’s 1315 S Tomahawk Av N8789 Kohl Rd, Tomahawk, WI
DNA Bar & Restaurant LLC/Floyd’s Timber Tavern 433 S Tomahawk Av 802 Fulton St, Wausau, WI
BNB Ventures, LLC/Outboards Bar & Grill 616 N 4th St 616 N 4th St, Tomahawk, WI
Tomahawk Sports Bar & Grill LLC 26 N Tomahawk Av N11861 County Rd CC, Tomahawk, WI
Wurl-Feind-Ingman Veterans Post 2687/VFW Post 2687 203 S 4th St PO Box 106, Tomahawk, WI
Sideways Wine & Craft Beer, LLC 124 W Wisconsin Av 1553 E King Rd, Tomahawk, WI 54487

Published May 21, 2025 WNAXLP

NOTICE
Request for Quali�cations

City of Tomahawk requests interested �rms to submit Statement of
Quali�cations (SOQ) for construction administration services for the
City of Tomahawk, Safe Routes to School (SRTS) Sidewalks (E King
Road) Project ID: 9855-00-70. SOQ will be received in the Clerk’s
Of�ce at 23 N 2nd St, PO Box 469,Tomahawk,WI 54487 or at
abartz@tomahawkwi.gov until June 6, 2025 at 4:00 p.m.

Full ROQ can be accessed on the City’s website at www.tomahawkwi.com.
All questions should be directed toAmanda L. Bartz, Clerk/Treasurer,
715-453-4040 or email at abartz@tomahawkwi.gov

Published May 21, 2025 and May 28, 2025 WNAXLP

CITY OF TOMAHAWK
Parks Department

The City of Tomahawk is accepting applications
for Park Interns during the 2025 summer season.
A position description can be obtained at the Clerk’s
Of�ce, 23 North 2nd Street or on the City’s website at
www.cityoftomahawkWI.com. Applicants must have a
valid driver’s license (not probationary).

Interested applicants can submit their application to
the City Clerk’s of�ce located at 23 North Second St,
Tomahawk WI 54487 by 4:00pm on May 30th, 2025
or until the positions are �lled. The city is an Equal
Opportunity Employer.

Advertised: May 21st, 2025 and 28th, 2025 46
38
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The Town of King is passing a new ordnance
to eliminate WAKE BOATS ENHANCEMENT
DEVICE for use on Lake Alice within the Town of
King borders.
Since the Town of King borders over 60% of the
waterway, the town will be enacting this ordinance
to encompass all waters in Lake Alice.
As a courtesy to the town of Bradley, which has a
small portion of Lake Alice waterfront o� of Echo
Valley Road, the Town of King will hold a special
meeting to inform the residents of that area the
reason for this new ordinance on May 27, 2025 at
6:00 pm at the King Town Hall at W4450 County
Road A, Tomahawk.
Andrew Tomaszewski
Supervisor for the Town of King
715-453-4683
Published May 21, 2025 WNAXLP
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Notice is hereby given that the following have
applied for Class B Combination Liquor License for
the time period of 7/1/2025-6/30/2026 in the Town
of Schley, Lincoln County:

Adam Paulus, Club X to C Inc., W890 County Rd C,
Gleason WI 54435
Gina Vandergeest, Gina Marie’s Bar & Grill, N4297
County Rd X, Gleason WI 54435
Christopher Streich, Hub Inn, N3294 State Rd 17,
Merrill, WI 54452

The Town Board of the Town of Schley will consider
and receive public input and comment regarding
issuance of the above referenced licenses at its
regularly scheduled meeting on
Monday, June 9, 2025 at 6:00 p.m.
at the Town Schley Hall.

Becky Dallman - Town of Schley Clerk
Remember to Recycle

Published May 21, 2025 WNAXLP

ALCOHOL LICENSE
APPLICATION NOTICE

STATE OF WISCONSIN
CIRCUIT COURT

LINCOLN COUNTY
IN THE MATTER OF THE ESTATE OF
JOAN M. BOWMAN

Notice Setting Time to Hear
Application

and Deadline for Filing Claims
(Informal Administration)

Case No. 2025IN30
PLEASE TAKE NOTICE:

1. An application for informal
administration was filed.
2. The decedent, with date of birth
6/16/1930 and date of death
5/18/2023 was domiciled in Lincoln
County, State of WI, with a mailing
address of 314 E. Lincoln Ave.,
Tomahawk, WI 54487.
3. The application will be heard at the
Lincoln County Courthouse, Merrill,
Wisconsin, Probate Office before
Becky Byer, Probate Registrar, on 6-
12-25 at 10:00 A.M.

You do not need to appear unless you
object. The application may be granted if
there is no objection.

4. The deadline for filing a claim
against the decedent's estate is
August 15, 2025.
5. A claim may be filed at the Lincoln
County Courthouse, Merrill,
Wisconsin, Probate Office.
6. This publication is notice to any
persons whose names or address are
unknown.
X. The names or addresses of the
following interested persons (if any)
are not known or reasonably
ascertainable: The children of
Lawrence Eric Anthes, date of death
10-4-2011.

If you require reasonable
accommodations due to a disability to
participate in the court process, please
call 715-536-0342 prior to the scheduled
court date. Please note that the court
does not provide transportation.
BY THE COURT:
DATE SIGNED: April 30, 2025
Electronically signed by Becky S. Byer
Probate Registrar
Published May 14, 21, 28, 2025

WNAXLP

STATE OF WISCONSIN
CIRCUIT COURT

LINCOLN COUNTY
IN THE MATTER OF THE ESTATE OF
JOAN M. BOWMAN

Notice Setting Time to Hear
Application

and Deadline for Filing Claims
(Informal Administration)

Case No. 2025IN30
PLEASE TAKE NOTICE:

1. An application for informal
administration was filed.
2. The decedent, with date of birth
6/16/1930 and date of death
5/18/2023 was domiciled in Lincoln
County, State of WI, with a mailing
address of 314 E. Lincoln Ave.,
Tomahawk, WI 54487.
3. The application will be heard at the
Lincoln County Courthouse, Merrill,
Wisconsin, Probate Office before
Becky Byer, Probate Registrar, on 6-
12-25 at 10:00 A.M.

You do not need to appear unless you
object. The application may be granted if
there is no objection.

4. The deadline for filing a claim
against the decedent's estate is
August 15, 2025.
5. A claim may be filed at the Lincoln
County Courthouse, Merrill,
Wisconsin, Probate Office.
6. This publication is notice to any
persons whose names or address are
unknown.
X. The names or addresses of the
following interested persons (if any)
are not known or reasonably
ascertainable: The children of
Lawrence Eric Anthes, date of death
10-4-2011.

If you require reasonable
accommodations due to a disability to
participate in the court process, please
call 715-536-0342 prior to the scheduled
court date. Please note that the court
does not provide transportation.
BY THE COURT:
DATE SIGNED: April 30, 2025
Electronically signed by Becky S. Byer
Probate Registrar
Published May 14, 21, 28, 2025

WNAXLP

HOSTA SALE - Waupaca
Still just $5 each!
Friday – Sunday May 23 - 25
8am-3p
OVER 100 VARIETIES Blues
Minis-GIANTS, Sun-Tolerant
Fragrant, Gold & Variegated.
South of Waupaca Hwy K past
Red Mill. Left on East Rd
N1850 East Rd Waupaca

Rummage Sale to benefit
Warm for Winter

4197 River Rd, Rhinelander, WI
Friday, May 23, 8-4 and

Sat., May 24, 8-1
Clothing and household items
Pine Lake Community Building

(behind fire station)

TOMAHAWK- 116 Pine Ridge Ln.
Thurs., May 22 thru Sat., May 24,
9:00-4:30. For both men &
women. Free items and items
priced to sell fast!

STATE OF WISCONSIN
CIRCUIT COURT

LINCOLN COUNTY
IN THE MATTER OF THE ESTATE OF
DAVID L. WEIZENICKER

Notice to Creditors
(Informal Administration)

Case No. 2025 IN 31
PLEASE TAKE NOTICE:

1. An application for informal
administration was filed.
2. The decedent, with date of birth
08/05/1939 and date of death
3/15/2025, was domiciled in Lincoln
County, State of Wisconsin, with a
mailing address of N11445 County
Road A, Unit 17, Tomahawk, WI
54487.
3. All interested persons waived
notice.
4. The deadline for filing a claim
against the decedent's estate is 08-
25-2025.
5. A claim may be filed at the Lincoln
County Courthouse, 1110 E. Main St.,
Merrill, Wisconsin, 2nd floor.

DATE SIGNED: May 8, 2025
Electronically signed by Becky S. Byer

Probate Registrar
Form completed by:
Attorney Mark D. Munson
Ruder Ware, L.L.S.C.
P.O. Box 8050
Wausau, WI 54402-8050
Telephone 715-845-4336
Bar Number 1043255
Published May 14, 21, 28, 2025

 WNAXLP

TOMAHAWK-Pine Grove Storage,
N9353 Pine Grove Ln. Memorial
wknd- May 22-26, 9-4. Hutch, (2)
mobility scooters, bdrm set, misc.

TOMAHAWK- W2335 County
Road D. Fri. & Sat., May 23 & 24,
8-4 and Sun., May 25, 9-1. Multi-
family garage sale- something for
everyone!

Wausau: 1134 S. 17th Ave. 5/31, 8a-3p
Big Sale

Handcrafted Metal & Wood Art
Free-Form Metal Art: flowers,

wheels & water pumps.
Salvation Woodworks: hand-
turned wood bowls, charcuterie

boards & wooden benches.

HOME BUILDERS SHOP SALE:
Everything must go! Equipment,
tools (air & electric), supplies,
HVAC, plumbing, electrical, fix-
tures (electrical & plumbing), trim,
siding, fascia & soffit, ladders,
cords and painting. Friday thru
Monday, May 23, 24, 25 & 26, 9-4.
9111 Hwy 70 West, St. Germain.

DRY OAK & Hard Maple,
$250/cord. Over 15 mi is extra.
Have hard wood in wood shed
over a year old. Clean & no bark.
715-351-1888 or 715-873-4196.

GUN SHOW: May 23-25, 2025,
Eagle River Ice Arena , 4149 Hwy
70E, Eagle River, WI, Proceed go
to Camp Neal & Save the Dome,
Friday 3pm-8pm, Saturday 9am-
5pm, Sunday 9am-3pm. $8. 608-
752-6677 www.bobandrocco.com

Consumer Cellular - the same reli-
able, nationwide coverage as the
largest carriers. No long-term con-
tract, no hidden fees and activa-
tion is free. All plans feature unlim-
ited talk and text, starting at just
$20/month. For more information,
call 1-833-518-2155

Donate your car, truck, boat, RV
and more to support our veterans!
Schedule a FAST, FREE vehicle
pickup and receive a top tax de-
duction! Call Veteran Car Dona-
tions at 1-888-425-2108 today!

Prepare for power outages today
with a Generac Home Standby
Generator. Act now to receive a
FREE 5-Year warranty with quali-
fying purchase. Call 1-888-355-
6955 today to schedule a free
quote. It's not just a generator. It's
a power move.

AKC Pug Puppies: AKC Regis-
tered Pug Puppies for sale.
Shots and dewormed. Vet
checked. 3 males and 3 fe-
males. Fawn colored. Ready to
go 5/23. $1,500. Call or text 715-
587-1288

German Shepherd Puppies:
Purebred, good temperament,
black/tans. Ready and need to
find a good home! Asking $500.
Please call, 715-445-1636

1
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STAND 
OUT

from the crowd!
Advertise your 

business to 
thousands of 

potential 
customers each 

week in the

715-453-2151



DIRECTORY

Berean Baptist Church
19 N. Third St., Tomahawk
Pastor Charles Scheele
715-453-3407

Sunday School - 9:30 am Sunday

Morning Service - 10:45 am Sunday

Mid-week Bible study - 7:00 pm Wednesday

St. Mary’s Catholic
Seventh and Washington Ave.,
Tomahawk • 715-453-2878
Fr. Aloysius Anthony, Pastor

Mass times: Saturday 6 p.m.
Sunday 9:30 & 11:00 a.m.

Confessions: Saturdays, 9 a.m.;
Anytime by Appointment

St. Augustine Catholic
Intersection of D & B,
Harrison • 715-453-2561
Fr. Aloysius Anthony, Pastor

Sunday 8:00 a.m. Mass

St. Francis of Assisi
Catholic Pier-Willow

12 Miles North of Tripoli
at 5209 Willow Road

Fr. Aloysius Anthony, Pastor
Saturday 4 p.m. Mass

Northwoods Vineyard
418 Kaphaem Road
Tomahawk • 715-453-6700
Pastor Nate & Shelley Nelson
Reg. Serv. 9:30
Facebook Live Stream 9:30

United
Methodist Church
Tomahawk & Spirit
Rev. Lisa Weaver
715-453-4378
Join Us Sunday:

8:30 in Spirit, 10:30 in Tomahawk
in person & 10:30 Online Via Zoom

Trinity Lutheran Church
715-428-2851

4594 Hwy 8, Prentice
Pastor Scott Holobeck

Sat 10am Worship Service,
11am Bible Study

Directory made possible by these churches and...

24 W. Rives St., Rhinelander

N9090 Hwy. E, Tomahawk

Grace Lutheran ELCA
108 W. Somo Ave.
715-453-4066
Summer Worship Times:
Sat. 5 pm • Sun. 8:30 am

Sunday Outdoor Service 10 am
At the Tilted Loon 1969 County L

Pastor Julie Sinkula
Streaming Worship on our website:
www.gracelutherantomahawk.com

First Congregational
N. Fifth & E. Washington Ave.,
Tomahawk 715-453-2217
8:30am Bible Study • 9:30am Worship

Pastor John Miskimen

The Rock Church
of Tomahawk

Sara Park Activity Ctr, 900 W. Somo Ave
9:30am Sunday Service & live-streamed

on our Facebook page.
Pastor Barry Rudesill

ReviveNow Church
1328 County Rd. A,

Tomahawk
715-453-8783

Sunday Service & Facebook
Live Stream: 9:30am

Prayer Meetings:
Wednesday 6pm

Pastors Jaco & Leslie Theron

Northland Bible Church
2810 Olson Road, Tomahawk

Join Us Sunday 10 a.m.
Pastor Alex Lindsay

715-612-1841
northlandbiblechurch.com

Redeemer Ev. Lutheran
WELS • 715-453-4814

16 Theiler Drive,
Tomahawk

Rev. Mark Gass, Pastor

For Service Times Check
www.redeemertomahawk.org

St. Paul Ev. Lutheran
Missouri Synod
715-453-5391
12 E. Wisconsin Ave.,
Tomahawk
Pastor Stephen P. Gillet

Community Seventh
Day Adventist
Hwy. 86/D, Tomahawk • 715-453-5809
Pastor Eric Anderson
Church: 11am, Sabbath School: 9am
Radio WLBI-LP 107.1 FM

Spirit Baptist
Hwy. 86, 1/4 Mile West
of Hwy. 102, Spirit
715-657-0304 • 715-657-0764
Duane Harper Pastor
Af�liated w/Bapist General Conference

45
60

27

(Online Bidding Open: May 31-June 5th)
(Open House May 31 (8 AM - 10:00 AM)

Land O’ Lakes, WI 4432 Hwy B
Woodside Auto Clinic

All Equipment is like new!
See Website for a complete list Loader Backhoe: Case 580L 4x4, forks 3
Like New Golf Carts: Club Car Lifts: Challanger 12k 2 post lift, 4-post
14k lift, w/ front pivot & 7k center jacks, Alignment Rack: Hofmann
Geoliner 660 Imaging Wheel Aligner paid 22K Tools: Snap-On battery
charger, Coats tire machine, Hoffman Geodyna 9600 balancer, wheel
weights, 30 ton press, sand blaster, 60 gal air compressor, brake lathe &
more! Van: Chevy Express 15 passenger Shop Supplies, Sporting
Goods/ Yard Equipment, 7 Firearms: see website,

ONLINE AUCTION
ANOTHER AUCTION WITH

COL. RENÉ BRASS
www.colrene.net

PICKUP & PAYMENT: Saturday, June 7 (8AM- NOON) Terms: Sales tax charged. Cash or
good check, credit cards. 10 % buyers fee. Not responsible for loss or accidents. Settlement
made before removing items. Conditions: Sold as is, where is. Announcements made on auction
day take precedence over printed material. R.W.A. Col. Rene' Brass #424, Col. Robert St. Louis
#450, 6728 Whitefish Lk. Rd., Three Lakes, WI 54562. PH: 715-367-1668

PAWS 2 THINK helps feed local
pets in need for those having fi-
nancial difficulties. Donations are
needed: Monetary or dry dog & cat
food, medium to good quality
please. Drop off Tomahawk Ware-
house Liquor, Auntie Em's Resale.
For info, contact 715-612-5866

Hand Crafted Garden & Storage
Sheds, Garages & Cabins.
Many Styles and Options.

Sizes from 8' x 8' up
to 15' x 40' are available.

Call BAKER BARNS, LLC
715-873-3338

mile North of Gleason, Hwy 17

Storage Units: Special Summer
Sale!!! Immediate Rentals avail-
able!! Pay in full for 6 months get
a 10% discount! Pay in full for 1
year get a 15% discount! All
units are 12x30 and have the
option for electrical hook up for
additional price. Located off of
Hwy 8 and Hwy 51 just north of
Tomahawk. Right next to Or-
ganique Clinic. Call or text 715-
581-5125 Or www. Gatewood-
heightsstorage.com

PARK CITY CREDIT UNION –
MERRILL

TWO 2022 SEA-DOOs
MODEL: 64NB

ID# YDV12066I122 and
ID# YDV21275J122
HOURS: 4.5 & 5.1

and
2022 TRITON TRAILER, MODEL:

WAVE-2
ID# ATCSM1110NH202651

MINIMUM BID $10,700
OR BEST OFFER

Please contact Ashley @
715-536-8351 Ext. 4821

Or Trish @ 715-536-8351
Ext. 4233

CHEVY 2009 Silverado Z71 LTZ,
crew cab, 129,000 miles, leather
interior, good condition, $3,500
OBO. 715-409-0826.

WANTED:
Person to do detailing on a Ram
truck, inside and out.
Person(s) to cut up downed trees
on home property (10-15 trees),
bonus- you can keep the wood.
Person to make up 10 hanging
flower pots, we have the pots. And
person to maintain flower beds
around deck. Call 708-259-3173

Quality Homes of Irma, WI is
seeking a full-time experienced
carpenter with a meticulous eye
for detail with a heavy background
in drywall, carpet/trim work & fram-
ing. Pay based on your set of
skills. We are seeking a positive
team based member who doesn’t
mind longer hours, to stay on top
of our customer base in order to
maintain a positive clientele &
overall business. Call 715-453-
6613 to APPLY TODAY!

Interior & exterior. Painting, stain-
ing, wall repair, power washing.
Dry wall, carpentry, tiling, plumbing
& electrical. 33 yrs experience. In-
sured. Call Dave 715-966-6211

Jerry's Painting & Staining:
Any exterior painting/staining job.

Farms, Homes, Sheds, Roofs,
Grain Bins, Log Homes,

Cabins, Homes.
Free quotes. Call 877-881-4242

MEUNIER'S CARPET & Uphol-
stery Cleaning. Professional
cleaning at affordable rates. Resi-
dential & commercial. Tomahawk,
262-208-6384.

Drop off or mail to: Tomahawk Leader, 24 W. Rives St. Rhinelander, WI 54501

Call for list of markets
and other options.

Deadline Friday at 10:00 a.m.
HelpYour Ad Stand OutWith Add-ons:
• Border $3.00 • Blind Box $6.00
• Bold Lettering $3.00 • Photo/Logo $7.00

One word per box. Payment must accompany ad.
All ads are pre-paid, non-refundable (cash, check, credit card).

Name Phone

Address

Additional Lines $1.00
(Partial or Full)

OR Add-A-City

(Plus $1 per additional line)

$for 6 (5 Line ad)

Rhinelander, Eagle River,
Antigo, Merrill, Wausau

plus additional papers available,
ask for details.

40
21
47

AD COPY

AD DEADLINEFRIDAY AT 10:00 A.M.

Classified Ads
$1000

5 Lines
One Paper

(Private Party Only)

24 W. Rives Street
Rhinelander

715-453-2151
866-369-3331

1

7278 Miscellaneous Pet 

75

7292Agriculture Services 
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vape sales decreased in 2024

FOR THE TOMAHAWK 
LEADER

WISCONSIN – The Wis-
consin Department of  
Health Services (DHS) last 
month reported a decrease 
in the rate at which tobac-
co and vape retailers sold 
to underage consumers 
last year.

Annual data showed a 
decline from 13.6% in 2023 
to 11.8% in 2024, according 
to a release from DHS.

These results come from 
the Synar Survey, an an-
nual statewide assessment 
of  the retailer violation 
rate. In 2019, the rate was 
5.5% and reached its high-
est point in 2021, when the 
rate was 14.1%, the release 
said.

“We are glad to see a de-
cline in overall sales of  to-
bacco and vape products to 
underage kids, yet the rate 
remains too high,” said 
State Health Officer Paula 
Tran. “We know that more 
than 80% of  adult smokers 
started before the age of  
18, and about 95% of  them 
before turning 21. This is 
why it is so important to 
continue the work to pre-
vent young people from 
starting to use commercial 
tobacco and nicotine prod-
ucts to protect their health 
today and long into the fu-
ture.”

DHS said the most re-
cent Synar Surveys have 
monitored sales to those 
under age 21. 

“This aligns with a 
change in the federal law 

that raised the federal 
legal tobacco sales age 
from 18 to 21 at the end of  
2019,” DHS stated. “Wis-
consin remains one of  
only eight states that has 
not changed its state law 
to match the federal law, 
which has caused con-
fusion and enforcement 
challenges statewide.”

In response, DHS 
launched the statewide 
Tobacco 21 public aware-
ness campaign. First 
introduced in 2022, the 
campaign reinforces the 
message that 21 is the 
minimum legal sales age 
for tobacco and vape prod-
ucts. It includes messages 
for both the public and to-
bacco and vape retailers.

DHS said the 2024 data 
revealed that the most un-
derage sales took place at 
tobacco and vape shops.

“These outlets sold to 
underage consumers at 
a 30% rate, higher than 
the rates at gas stations 
(11.8%) and other types 
of  retail outlets (10.8%),” 
DHS said. “The DHS Wis-
consin Commercial Tobac-
co Prevention and Treat-
ment Program has seen a 
recent uptick in local zon-
ing ordinances that limit 
the number and location 
of  these shops.”

“We see more Wiscon-

sin communities stepping 
up to take positive actions 
that protect young people 
in their communities,” said 
Vicki Huntington, Section 
Manager of  the DHS Com-
mercial Tobacco Prevention 
and Treatment Program. 
“These communities are re-
ducing youth access to com-
mercial tobacco products 
by limiting the number of  
tobacco retailers in proxim-
ity to schools, playgrounds 
and other places young peo-
ple gather.”

The 2024 Synar Survey 
also included the follow-
ing data points, according 
to DHS:

• The rate of  overall 
underage sales to males 
was 14.4% and the rate of  
overall underage sales to 
females was 9.8%.

• Underage males were 
most often sold e-ciga-
rettes (17.9% of  completed 
sales). Underage females 
were most often sold ciga-
rillos (15.7% of  completed 
sales).

“The data here tell us 
that public and retailer 
awareness are key, and 
that local actions have 
great impact,” Huntington 
stated. “The data also show 
where we can focus to help 
prevent young people from 
accessing these harmful 
products, such as helping 

specific retailers reduce 
underage sales. In addi-
tion, a regulation to move 
flavored cigarillos (short, 
narrow cigars) behind the 
counter like other tobacco, 
vape and pouch products 
would make a very posi-
tive impact on the health 
of  Wisconsin’s youth.”

Free training to help 
retailers comply with the 
Tobacco 21 sales law is 
available at www.witobac-
cocheck.org. 

Retailers can also order 
free materials on the To-
bacco 21 webpage at www.
dhs.wisconsin.gov/tobac-
co/tobacco21.htm. 

Wisconsinites who want 
to learn more about quit-
ting commercial tobacco 
and e-cigarettes can visit 
www.WIQuit.org or call 
1-800-QUIT-NOW or text 
“READY” to 34191 for free 
assistance, including free 
nicotine replacement ther-
apy if  medically eligible.

CALL TODAY TO 
PLACE YOUR 

CLASSIFIED AD! 
715-453-2151



Page 14  •  Wednesday, May 21, 2025 TOMAHAWK LEADER www.tomahawkleader.com14 Leader Sports & Nature
Hatchet tracksters take part in Otto Bacher meet
FOR THE TOMAHAWK 
LEADER

MERRILL – The Toma-
hawk High School track 
and field team recently 
competed in the Otto Bach-
er meet in Merrill.

A total of  13 teams par-
ticipated.

The Lady Hatchets fin-
ished in second place, while 
the boys took 7th.

Girls results are as fol-
lows: 1st, Alicia Voermans, 
100m Dash; 1st, Siennah 
Calkins, Triple Jump 1st, 
4x200m Relay, Alicia Voer-
mans, Elise Gibeault, Faith 
Derleth, Siennah Calkins; 
1st, 4x100m Relay, Claire 
Albert, Ellie Micke, Faith 

Derleth, Alicia Voermans; 
2nd, Abbie Micke, 3200m 
Run; 2nd, Elise Gibeault, 
200m Dash; 2nd, Elise Gi-
beault, 400m Dash; 2nd, 
Alli Palmer, 1600m Run; 
2nd, Kaylynn Sandry, High 
Jump; 2nd, 4x800m Relay, 
Abbie Rosenmeier, Lydia 
Shaney, Norah Mann, Allie 
Palmer; 3rd, Alicia Voer-
mans, Pole Vault; 4th, Faith 
Derleth, 200m Dash; 4th, El-
lie Micke, High Jump; 5th, 
Shelby Borrowski, Discus; 
6th, Abbie Rosemneier, 
300m Hurdles; 6th, Norah 
Mann, 800m Run.

Boys results: 3rd, 4x800m 
Relay, Jerry Johnson, 

Dominic Boos, Beau Strom-
berg, Sam Zastrow; 4th, Jo-
nah Dickens, Long Jump; 
4th, 4x100m Relay, Nathan 
Rosenmeier, Jonah Dick-
ens, Mason Riebe, Kaiden 
Kappellusch; 5th, Nathan 
Rosenmeier, High Jump; 
6th, Hudson Seymour, Shot 
Put; 6th, Dominic Boos, 
3200m Run; 6th, 4x400m 
Relay, Sam Zastrow, Beau 
Stromberg, Jerry Johnson, 
Mason Riebe; 7th, Michael 
Samundsen, Shot Put; 7th, 
Beau Stromberg, High 
Jump; 7th, 4x200m Relay, 
Kaiden Kappellusch, Luke 
Morrison, Nathan Rosen-
meier, Edwin Riese.

Photos by Peter Tesch

TOMAHAWK SPORTS TRIVIA: WEEK 234

Four new CWD cases detected 
in Vilas, Oneida wild deer herd

Fishing Report: Well on our 
way to a fantastic summer

BY GEORGE LANGLEY
NORTHERN WISCONSIN 

– With Memorial Day just 
around the corner, we’re hav-
ing some fine spring fishing 
up here. 

After a week of mild tem-
peratures and steady sun-
shine, we’ve got one more cold 
snap to get through this week 
– but after that, we can expect 
warming temps. That incom-
ing stable, warm weather will 
do wonders for fish activity 
and weed development.  

Lake levels are still good 
for this time of year, despite 
the lack of rain, and nearly all 
landings are wide open and 
in great shape. Weed growth 
continues to expand, which 
is pushing many species into 
more predictable spring pat-
terns. Water temperatures 
are currently ranging from 
the 50s and even lower 60s, 
depending on lake size and 
sun exposure.

Walleye action is ok. The 
fish are moving out of spawn-
ing areas and transition-
ing toward mid-depth weed 
edges and rock-gravel struc-

ture. It’s worth trying leeches 
now – both on jigs and slip 
bobbers. Evenings have been 
best by far, with some great 
after-dark action, too. Expect 
the bite to improve as the 
weather stabilizes later in the 
week.  

Northern are still ham-
mering anything flashy. Fo-
cus on shallow weed beds, 
brush, and back bays – espe-
cially if  you can find warmer 
water. Spinnerbaits, large 
spoons, and bigger sucker 
minnows are working. These 
fish remain aggressive from 
the post-ice-out surge and are 
a blast to target right now.

Bass are continuing to 
move in and stage. Small-
mouth are hanging around 
gravel and rock near shore 
and on points. The large-
mouth are moving into shal-
lower, softer-bottom bays. 
Both species are active feed-
ers right now, and anglers 
are scoring well with soft 
plastics, minnow-imitating 
crankbaits and live bait pre-
sentations.

Crappie are in the heart 

of the spawn, and we’re just 
hoping this cold-snap doesn’t 
totally turn them o�. Look 
for them in warmer bays and 
backwaters in three to six 
feet of water. Light jigs tipped 
with minnows or Cubbies 
near wood and brush are the 
ticket. We’re just starting to 
see some good bluegill action 
this past week, too, with more 
activity in two to four feet of  
water. Look in the afternoons 
as the sun heats up the shal-
lows. A small worm under a 
float is still the best place to 
start for the kids or casual 
anglers.

Once we’re through this 
cold snap, we should be well 
on our way to a fantastic sum-
mer game fishing season. Get 
out there before the weekend, 
if  you can, as Saturday will 
mark the start of the summer 
busy season on the water. Get 
ready to put your “patience 
pants” on! Early mornings 
and late evenings are always 
the most peaceful times out 
there and tend to be the best 
fishing times, anyhow.

Good luck and good fishin’!

The Tomahawk Leader will 
feature one local sports 
trivia question per week, 
provided by the late Bob 
Skubal, coach, historian, 
and author of “History of 
Tomahawk Sports.” Email 
leadernews@mmclocal.
com if you know the 
answer! 

The first person to tell us 
the correct answer each 
week will have their name 

published in the paper 
if they wish, along with 
their correct answer to the 
question. 

Week 233 question: How 
many goals did Tim Stiff 
score during the 1984-85 
THS boys’ hockey season: 
20, 25 or 30

Week 233 answer: Tim 
Stiff scored 25 goals 
during the 1984-85 THS 
boys’ hockey season.

Congrats to Patricia 
Feind for being the first 
to correctly answer last 
week’s question!

Week 234 question: 
In the 1984-85 state 
wrestling season, 
Eric Strauss lost to 
Tran Brooks 10-2 
at State. Where 
was Brooks from: 
Mosinee, Medford or 
Nekoosa?

BY KURT KRUEGER
CORRESPONDENT

NORTHERN WISCONSIN 
– Four new cases of Chronic 
Wasting Disease (CWD) in 
the wild deer herd were de-
tected last fall from hunter-
provided samples in Vilas 
and Oneida counties, more 
proof that the prion disease 
is slowly spreading statewide.

According to the Depart-
ment of Natural Resources 
(DNR), just one of those new 
detections came from Vilas, 
where a yearling buck har-
vested in an area between 
Spring Meadow and Anvil 
Lake east of Eagle River 
tested positive.

That is just the second 
positive detection in Vilas, 
the first of which occurred 
just east of the City of Eagle 
River in 2021.

In Oneida, where there 
were previously just four 
positive cases in the Harri-
son Hills area near the bor-
der of Oneida and Lincoln 

counties, three new cases 
were detected.

One of those involved a 
3 1/2-year-old doe that was 
harvested just northwest 
of Stella Lake and a second 
was a 3 1/2-year-old doe har-
vested east of Jennie Web-
ber Lake.

The third case, involving a 
3 1/2-year-old buck, was tak-
en in a large block of county-
owned land and mixed indus-
trial forest located between 
Rhinelander and Pelican 
Lake, about two miles south 
of the Pelican River.

CWD is a fatal, infectious 
nervous system disease of  
deer, moose, elk and rein-
deer/caribou. It belongs to 
the family of diseases known 
as transmissible spongiform 
encephalopathies (TSEs) or 
prion diseases.

According to the DNR, 
CWD occurs only in mem-
bers of the cervid or deer 
family, both wild and captive.

For the 2024 season, DNR 
herd health specialist Erin 

Larson said the department 
focused its e�orts on in-
creasing sample collection in 
designated priority areas in 
northern and central coun-
ties where recent positive 
cases showed in both game 
farms and the wild herd.

She said additional sam-
ples tested from the priority 
areas helped the DNR better 
understand disease levels 
and distribution in areas 
with recent detections.

There were 272 deer tested 
in Vilas, one of them positive, 
and 361 deer tested in Oneida, 
with three of them positive.

In total, 17,399 deer were 
sampled throughout the 
state during the 2024 CWD 
year, with 1,786 samples test-
ing positive.

Most (89%) of these detec-
tions were in the Southern 
Farmland Zone, with the 
largest impact in a seven 
county area west of Madi-
son — the area where CWD 

CWD
CONTINUES ON PAGE 16
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BY JALEN MAKI

Well folks, the most im-
portant sports day of  the 
year has finally happened: 
The National Football 
League has released the 2025 
schedule. This will remain 
the most important sports 
day of  the year for the next 
365 days, give or take, until 
the 2026 schedule comes out.

When I say “the most 
important sports day of  
the year,” I don’t mean the 
league’s announcement of  
when the schedule will be 
released – that’s the second-
most important sports day 
of  the year, which happened 
during the NFL Draft in 
Green Bay last month. I’d say 
a distant third is the Super 
Bowl, followed by the decid-
ing game of the World Series. 
Rounding out the top five, it’s 
neck and neck between the 
start of  March Madness and 
the final day of  the Ameri-
can Cornhole League World 
Championships.

I’m going to level with 
you guys: I find all the hoop-
la around the NFL schedule 
release a little annoying. 
Look, I get it. The NFL is a 
several-billion-dollar cor-
poration that, in order to 
remain profitable and cul-
turally relevant, has to con-
stantly increase (or at least 
maintain) the number of  
eyeballs, clicks, and views 
on its content, and the only 
logical way to do this is to 
make the NFL season a 
year-round a�air. You have 
the regular season, and 
the playo�s, and the Super 
Bowl, of  course. But then 
you have a few weeks of  
post-Super Bowl coverage, 
followed by the free agency 
circus, three-ish months of  
nonstop Draft coverage, the 
Draft itself, post-Draft cov-
erage, the announcement 
of  the day of  the schedule 
release, rumors and leaks 
surrounding the schedule 
release, the schedule release 
itself, coverage of  the sched-
ules (guilty as charged), 
OTAs, minicamps, training 
camps, the preseason…then 
the whole thing starts over. 
I think only the real sickos 
(myself  included) are truly
locked into every facet of  
the NFL day in and day out, 
but it’s clear that the league 
wants the more casual fans 
among us to be increasingly 
involved in what used to be 
considered its more or less 
procedural aspects. The 

Draft is a good example – af-
ter holding it in New York 
City for many years, the 
NFL made the (very wise) 
decision to move it from city 
to city each year, highlight-
ing the league’s diverse mar-
kets while providing those 
markets with an influx in 
revenue. I went to the Draft 
in Green Bay, and I’m proud 
to say my beverage purchas-
es helped sustain the local 
economy. If  you’re reading 
this from the greater Green 
Bay area: you’re welcome.

Although we know pretty 
much right after the end 
of  the regular season who 
teams will play the follow-
ing year, the order of  the 
games is undeniably im-
portant. There are a few, for 
lack of  a better word, goofy 
details about the Packers 
schedule this year. Keep an 
eye out for a more in-depth 
breakdown of  each match-
up closer to the start of  the 
season. For now, here are a 
few thoughts on the Pack-
ers’ 2025 schedule.

NFC North teams face 
the toughest schedules

The NFC North teams – 
the Packers, Chicago Bears, 
Detroit Lions, and the Min-
nesota Vikings – are project-
ed to have four of  the tough-
est schedules in the league 
in the upcoming season.

I’m always a little dubi-
ous on strength of  schedule, 
which is essentially calcu-
lated by adding up the previ-
ous-year records of  a team’s 
impending opponents. 
Strength of  schedule is use-
ful in that it can be used as 
a tiebreaker in standings, 
and it’s a decent projection 
of  how a team’s season is 
anticipated go. But the key 
word there is “projection.” 

Strength of schedule is 
one of those things no one’s 
talking about once the season 
starts, because it’s simply a 
projection, and projections 
and reality can end up being 
quite di�erent as the season 
goes on. Take the 2024 Cin-
cinnati Bengals, for example. 
They were eyed as a near lock 
for the playo�s in the AFC, 
but they lost four of their 
first five games, and although 
they went on a heater and 
ended the season with five 
straight wins, they ultimately 
missed the postseason with a 
9-8 record. For various rea-
sons, sometimes teams we 
think are going to be danger-

ous simply don’t live up to the 
hype. And conversely, there 
are always teams that are 
surprisingly good. Strength 
of schedule can o�er a rough 
idea of what a team can ex-
pect in its opponents, but it’s 
probably not something they 
should spend too much time 
thinking about. 

Nevertheless, Green Bay 
is slated to face several 
teams that are expected to 
be good in 2025. Notable 
matchups: Each division 
opponent (Chicago Bears, 
Detroit Lions,  Minnesota 
Vikings) twice, as usual; and 
the Washington Command-
ers, Dallas Cowboys, Cincin-
nati Bengals, Philadelphia 
Eagles, Denver Broncos, 
and Baltimore Ravens. 
Green Bay also faces the 
Pittsburgh Steelers – maybe 
they’ll get to chum around 
with Aaron Rodgers a bit be-
fore kicko�?

The back half of 
the season is division 

matchup-heavy
The placement of  the 

Packers’ division games is, 
to me, by far the most bi-
zarre thing about their 2025 
schedule.

The Packers host the Li-
ons in Week 1 to kick o� 
the season. But after that, 
Green Bay doesn’t face an-
other NFC North team until 
Week 12, when the Vikings 
come to Lambeau. Let me 
rephrase that: the Packers 
have a 10-week stretch in 
which they don’t face anoth-
er team from their division. 
That’s wild! So, that means 
the back half  of  the season 
is obviously loaded with di-
vision games.

The Week 12 Vikings 
matchup marks a seven-week 
run where Green Bay plays 
five North teams. Immedi-
ately after the Vikings, the 
Pack travels to Detroit, and 
then hosts the Bears. Three-
straight division games is…
interesting! After that, the 
Packers go to Denver before 
facing the Bears again – this 
time in Chicago. In the final 
two weeks of the season, the 
Packers host the Ravens and 
travel to Minnesota. 

To have so many division 
games in the stretch run of  
the season presents some 
challenges – and opportuni-
ties.

Let’s address the back-
to-back-to-back NFC North 
matchups. Regardless of  
what shape the Packers are 
in heading into that block 
of  games, if  they lose them 
all, their season could be 
cooked. Even if  Green Bay 
goes 1-2 in those games, 
unless Chicago, Detroit, 
and Minnesota are each 
dumpster fires, the Packers 
will likely be on the ropes 
through the rest of  the 
year, and they’ll probably 
have to play near-perfect 
football through the end of  
the season to have a shot at 
the playo�s. The Packers 
could have help in avoid-
ing this scenario with at 
least one of  the other three 
North teams being bad and 
outside the playo� bubble. 
I mean, the Packers could 
also simply win all three 
games. That’s certainly 
possible, and would be cool 
and good, in my opinion. If  
they do that, a playo� berth 
is very realistic.

You also have to hope 
the injury bug avoids the 
team in this key part of  the 
season. This is a tall order. 
It’s football, man. Guys are 
going to get hurt. You can’t 
try to plan for injuries, but 
you can cross your fingers 
and hope you’re relatively 
healthy when it matters. 
And, with a Week 5 bye 
(more on this in a bit), Green 
Bay won’t be able to bank on 
a break later in the season. 
Let’s pray that the Football 
Gods are kind to the Packers 
this year.

Week 5 bye 
(insert thumbs down 

emoji here)
Here is my nuanced, fully 

fleshed-out take on the Pack-
ers’ Week 5 bye: it stinks!

Simply put, a Week 5 bye 
does basically no good for 
anyone, except the teams 
you have to play later. I 
know that’s a little hyper-
bolic; if  a player’s got, say, a 
hamstring thing going on in 
the beginning of  the season, 
a week o� might help him be 
good to go for the rest of  the 
year. But ideally, you’d like 
to have a bye somewhere 
further down the line, when 
you’re (hopefully) gearing 
up for a playo� run. And 
with Packers’ most impor-
tant part of  the season hap-
pening in the final seven 
weeks, an early bye could 
come back to haunt them 
if  they’re beat up. Are you 
listening, Football Gods? It’s 
me again.

Staying in the States
After opening the 2024 

season in Brazil, the Pack-
ers won’t be playing abroad 
in 2025. There were some 
rumblings that Green Bay 
was going to face the Steel-
ers in Dublin, Ireland, in 
Week 4, but the Vikings 
ended up getting that game, 
and the Packers will instead 
head to Pittsburgh in Week 
8.

Look, I’m not necessar-
ily going to complain about 
the Packers having no in-
ternational games this year. 
I think it’s great that the 
NFL is now a global mar-
ket, and you can make the 
argument that playing in 
another country provides 
neutral ground. But travel-
ing can present challenges: 
players might not adjust 
well to the time change, and 
playing in another country 
can be weird, from a rou-
tine perspective. Also, field 
conditions are not always 
the best, as we saw in Bra-

zil against the Eagles last 
year. It’s also worth noting 
that it’s a bummer to have to 
give up a home game to play 
not at home. For this year 
at least, the Packers won’t 
have to worry about any of  
these things.

Primetime games
The Packers have four 

primetime games on the 
schedule this year – and 
more may be coming.

The four locked in prime-
time games are in Green Bay 
against the Commanders on 
Thursday night in Week 2, 
in Dallas on Sunday night 
in Week 4, in Pittsburgh on 
Sunday night in Week 8, and 
in Green Bay against Phila-
delphia in Week 10. But they 
face the Bears in Chicago on 
the Saturday of  Week 16, and 
that game will either start at 
3:30 p.m. or 7 p.m. And the 
dates and kicko� times of  
Green Bay’s final two games 
– hosting Baltimore and 
traveling to Minnesota – are 
TBD. Each could fall on the 
weeks’ respective Saturday 
or Sunday.

I wouldn’t be the least 
bit surprised to the see the 
Chicago game get the 7 p.m. 
timeslot, and a Week 18 Vi-
kings showdown in prime-
time would be compelling. 
The Packers are as national 
and worldwide as any brand 
in the NFL, so the league 
certainly has incentive to 
put them in as many night 
games as it can. 

It’s been a pleasure to be 
back with a new Free Play 
– thanks for reading. Keep 
an eye out for more columns 
ahead. But please, for the 
love of  God, don’t make me 
write about the fact that the 
Cubs are good.

Jalen’s columns, “The 
Free Play” and “Movies You 
Gotta See,” can be found 
online at www.medium.
com/@jalenmaki.

Five takeaways from the Packers’ 2025 schedule 

was first detected in 2002.
Those counties include 

Dane, Columbia, Iowa, Rich-
land, Sauk, Vernon and 
Crawford. There were 1,334 
positive CWD cases in those 
seven counties last year.

A full breakdown of sam-
pled and positive totals by 
zone and year is available on 
the DNR’s Summary of CWD 
Statewide Surveillance web-
page. Results by county are 
also available on the DNR’s 
CWD Deer Testing Results by 
County webpage.

The website also includes a 
new map of the CWD-positive 
detections in wild deer, show-
ing both the historic detec-
tions (2001-2023) and the 2024 
detections.

According to Larson, a 
total of 242 sampling loca-
tions were available through-
out the state, including 166 
self-sampling kiosks and 76 
sta�ed sites. Disposal sites 
(154 in total), including dump-
sters, landfills and transfer 
stations, were available for 
deer carcass waste.

She said the average num-
ber of days statewide from 
when a sample was dropped 
o� at a sampling location to 
when the CWD result was 
emailed to the hunter was 8.4 
days.

“The DNR sincerely 
thanks all the hunters who 
submitted a sample for CWD, 
the business owners who 
managed a CWD sampling 
site, and those who partici-
pated in the Adopt-a-Kiosk or 
Adopt-a-Dumpster partner-

ships this year,” she said.
This year, two counties 

within the priority sampling 
areas, Pierce and Menomi-
nee, had their first wild CWD-
positive detection. In the 
northern part of the state, 
Polk and Vilas detected the 
second wild positive in the 
county.

Several areas in eastern 
Wisconsin saw additional 
positive detections in 2024. 
Waushara and Fond du Lac 
had only detected one posi-
tive prior to the 2024 season, 
and each county detected 
several additional positives. 
Waupaca detected its third 
CWD positive. Shawano de-
tected three additional CWD 
positives, and two of them 
were in di�erent areas of the 
county from past detections.

CWD positives were also 
detected in several of the 
counties in the west-central 
or central part of the state 
including Adams, Bu�alo, 
Dunn, Eau Claire, Jackson, 
Juneau, Marathon, Monroe, 
Portage and Trempealeau.

Endemic area
CWD sampling in south-

ern Wisconsin continues to 
help measure disease pat-
terns and changes in the dis-
ease prevalence over time.

During the 2024 CWD year, 
7,680 samples were tested 
in the Southern Farmland 
Zone, and 1,583 were positive 
for CWD.

Additionally, the DNR 
shares results from a large 
CWD study on the endemic 
area, the area of southwest 
Wisconsin, where CWD was 

first detected. These results 
(from the Southwest Wiscon-
sin CWD, Deer and Predator 
Study) were recently present-
ed to the Natural Resources 
Board (NRB).

The results showed that 
CWD substantially reduces 
deer survival rates, suppress-
es population growth, and 
can cause deer populations to 
decline in areas where CWD 
prevalence is high. While 
there are areas of high CWD 
prevalence in several coun-
ties in southern Wisconsin, 
the prevalence rate is not 
consistent throughout those 
counties or the entire state.

Rest of the state
Two counties (outside of  

the priority sampling areas 
and endemic area), Chippewa 
and Manitowoc, had their 
first wild positive detection in 
2024. Oconto County detected 
its second wild positive in the 
center of the county, three 
years after the first positive 
was detected.

“Although we have detect-
ed CWD in new areas of the 
state in recent years, many 
of these areas are at a low 
prevalence rate, and opportu-
nities still remain to slow the 
spread and growth of the dis-
ease statewide,” said Larson.

The DNR reminds the 
public that there have been 
no reported cases of CWD 
infection in humans to date. 
However, public health of-
ficials recommend against 
consuming meat from deer 
that test positive for CWD and 
to consider testing deer prior 
to consumption, especially in 
areas prevalent with CWD.

CWD
FROM PAGE 14




