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4th annual Tour of Lights
Decorating Contest winners

First place honors in this year’s contest went to John and Brenda Henson, at 2506 Rio Grande

Drive, Merrill.

More photos online
merrillfotonews.com

contest.

The home of Rachel Georgandas 204 E 1st Street in Merrill, took second place in the decorating

BY TINA L. SCOTT
EDITOR

The City of Merrill held
their 4th annual Tour of
Lights Decorating Contest
in December, with riders on
Joseph Frederick photos.

the City’s annual Tour of
Lights Bus Ride(s) voting to
select the winners.

The winners of the 2024
holiday contest, located
within the city of Merrill,
are:

First place: John and
Brenda Henson, 2506 Rio
Grande Drive

Second place: Rachel
Georgandas, 204 E 1st Street

Third place: Renee L
Smith, 1204 E. 6th Street

The home of Renee L Smith, 1204 E. 6th Street in Merrill, took third place in the lighting contest.

Merry Merrill Market attracts shoppers

BY TINA L. SCOTT

House, Polka-Dotted Pie, and others extending their normal
hours; and outside vendors at both Auntie Ray’s and Ana
Blair’s, there were lots of opportunities to pick up gifts and

meal or refreshments for shoppers as they made their

EDITOR way from store to store, with proceeds going to benefit the

Merrill’s first annual Merry Merrill Market and last-
minute late-night shopping experience was held Saturday,
Dec. 21, 2024, from 5-10 p.m. in downtown Merrill, and it
drew quite a few shoppers who were out for the last-minute
bargains and the excitement of the evening. With Merrill
Ace Hardware, Ana Blair’s Boutique, and The Humble
all participating until 10 p.m.; other businesses including
Sunset Hollow Wine Bistro & Gifts, Auntie Ray’s Coffee

- 1400 Logan AveE. ® MERRILL
715-536-2491

Hours: M-F 7-6 = Sat. 8-1

IF YOU DON'T GET A
PAPER AT YOUR HOME OR
BUSINESS EVERY WEEK...

Please contact your Local Post Master
or speak with your mail carrier

Direct mailed by zip code to
over 14,600 homes every Thursday!
Your

F[:It':] Hometown

s Newspaper
l Since 1956

359097

MERRILL FDtD ADVERTISING
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“We advertise our business with the Merrill Foto News and get excellent
results. We always ask our customers how they heard about us, and a
huge majority mention our newspaper ads. Those weekly ads directly
correlate to our phone ringing and new business coming in.

Our ads also create business name recognition and help support and
showcase our wonderful Merrill community by supporting the newspaper
that delivers news, information, and current events to residents every week,
absolutely free.”

WE DO STUMP GRINDING - 715-302-3151

Make your advertising WORK by calling 715-536-7121,
or stop by our office at 2011 E. Main Street.
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enter giveaways.

See MERRY MERRILL MARKET

Wags of Wisconsin was at Ana Blair’s with puppies
looking for new homes for the holidays and

holding a fundraiser for their organization.
The Grinch was seen skulking around the
area and may have begrudgingly posed for a

few photos.

And Merget’s Mouthwatering Mayhem
provided opportunities for a hot evening

The Grinch, sporting his
attitude, was spotted at Ana Blair’s.

usual Christmas

page 11

Auntle Ray’s Coffee House was busy with shoppers looking for a hot cup of their

favonte brew to keep them warm.

Merrill Market in-store giveaways.

More photos online
merrillfotonews.com

oF

A line of shoppers at Merrill Ace Hardware stop to sign up for some of their Merry

Joseph Frederick photos.

Frozen road law now in effect for northern half of Wisconsin

Law Increases weight limits for
log haulers, transport of road
salt/sand in Zone 1 and 2

Wisconsin’s frozen road law took
effect Saturday, Dec. 21, 2024, for
the northern half of Wisconsin.
The Wisconsin Department of
Transportation (WisDOT) designates
the region as Zone 1 and 2 which
includes US 10 near Stevens Point
along with numbered state and
federal highways north of US 10. The
frozen road determination for other
areas of the state will be made when

conditions warrant.

The frozen road law allows vehicles
hauling abrasives or salt for highway
winter maintenance and certain forest
products to carry more weight. The
seasonal weight restriction program
is one way to protect Wisconsin’s
investments in roads.

The department maintains an
interactive map for seasonal weight
restrictions, which shows the frozen

roads boundaries, Class II roads, and
posted roads.

Behind the declaration
WisDOT and county highway
personnel  monitor temperature
forecasts, along with frost tubes—
liquid-filled devices under
pavement—to help determine when

See FROZEN ROAD
LAW page 5
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PUBLISHER’S LETTER

A Shower A Day

Dear Reader,
Today I took a shower, as I do almost every day. It’s
something so routine, we

rarely give it a second thought.
But there’s a certain comfort
in that simple act—feeling
clean, refreshed, and ready to
face whatever the day or night
may bring. Yet, we often take
these small, everyday luxuries
for granted.

There are millions around
the world who don’t have
this privilege. The people of
UKkraine, for instance, have been robbed of such normalcy
as they endure brutal and unjust attacks—simply for
not being Russian. This tragedy, is a nightmare that has
destroyed lives and shattered peace.

A daily shower won’t solve this crisis, but it reminds
us of the life we hope the people of Ukraine—and all
oppressed people—might one day return to. A life where
peace prevails, and where, after all the chaos, they can
enjoy something as simple as...a quiet shower in the
morning.

PATRICK J. WOOD
Publisher
Author of “Reflections” a new book now available on Amazon.

www.merrillfotonews.com

Pet of the Week

= This very dapper dude is Oscar! And these®
eyes!! This sweet older man is waiting for:
someone to come along and scoop him up!
Oscar is just over 12 years old and is frontg
declawed. Oscar is also a honey of a boye
who just wants someone to spend their dayse
| petting and cuddling with him! .

L]
Visit all the adoptable pets at the Lincoln
County Humane Society, 310 N. Memorial Dr., o

SPONSORED BY

coun?t?yvlﬁ:rket in Merrill. Hours: MON.-SAT. 12-4 PM & SUN.
»  300E. First St. 12-2 PM. Call the shelter at 715-536-3459, ore
% Merrill, WI visit us at www.furrypets.com. .
q........................0
BACON SPECIAL!
John F Martin Hickory

Smoked Bacon
Comes pre-sliced in
1 1h. packs

351 a case (12-1 Ib. packs)
That’s only $4.25a Ib.!

DELI SPECIALS
Muenster Cheese

5399, @“
Roast Beef

Amish Harvest GBD 0il
$23%9, 0;. (500 mg)

~= S5499,.,. (1500 mg.)

WINTER HOURS: WED. & SAT. 8AM-5PM. MON., TUES., THURS., & FRI. 8AM - 5:30PM
Located in Gleason. All prices subject to change. While supplies last.

e 715-873-4840
STOP IN AND ENJOY OUR FRIENDLY, AGREEABLE SERVICE!

Quality and;;lue

—

Affordabl attractive buildings
for subu , €quine, agricultural

“and commercial use.
ﬁen you are ready @m;
Il of the

foran building
ind service you deserve.

Artspirations on display at
T.B. Scott Free Library

BY TINA L. SCOTT
EDITOR

The Beyond Books: Community
ArtShare exhibit for January and
February is entitled Artspirations.

Located on the second floor of the
T.B. Scott Free Library in Merrill,
the exhibit includes a collection of
Merrill resident Debbi Zimmerman’s
innovative artwork and handcrafted
creations.

Zimmerman, who graduated from
Prentice High School but moved
to Merrill in 1981 while attending
cosmetology school, said she has always
loved art. She credits her mom with
helping inspire her love of crafting,
because years ago she enrolled her in
a “Fad of the Month” club that sent her
a monthly craft project to complete.

I.::-—.:l-. Ct = '\-ﬂ' % [

A collection of Zimmerman'’s glass art designs, depicting Christmas treesina One of Zimmerman’s snowman paintings on a

Zimmerman went on to complete her
cosmetology education and continues
to do hair, but her love of art and
crafting has expanded to a business
of her own. Now married with three
children, one granddaughter, and
another grandchild on the way, two
years ago she started her art business,
called Artspirations, and she said the
name describes what her art is: Art
inspired by God.

“He [God] has truly opened some
doors for me, and I feel blessed to
be doing this in my later years,”
Zimmerman said.

While Zimmerman’s talents are
varied and she creates many beautiful
things using different mediums—from
porch and deck signs and light-up
glass blocks to saw-blade art, paintings
on canvas, and crocheted items—

O =05 el

her current favorite form of artistic
expression is shattered glass art. She
credits her friend Betty with inspiring
this new multi-media artform.

First Zimmerman paints a picture.
Then she adds shattered glass (either
purchased or glass she crushes) to the
image. She then coats the entire image
in resin. It is very tedious, she said,
as she needs to make sure no dust or
debris gets into the resin and that she
doesn’t miss any spots. The resin takes
three days to dry, she said, but it really
makes the image pop.

In addition to the library exhibit,
Zimmerman’s art is also displayed and
available for purchase at Organique
Clinic and Spa in Tomahawk.

Zimmerman can be reached via email
at artspirations7@gmail.com.

variety of colors. Submitted photos. glass block.
; of Merrill, 715-536-4222
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O All collections following a holiday are delayed by one day
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: For more .informat.ion. .cont-act
Willie"Kimmons
800-569-3090

WillieAtWickBuildings.com

same day as your garbage collection.
A WEEK for Recycling collectionis
Mondays and Wednesdays.

B WEEK for Recycling collection is
Tuesdays and Thursdays.

Spring brush pickup: April 21 - April 24
Fall brush pickup: Nov3—Nové

Brush pickup weeks may vary depending
on weather, Check website for updates.

436193
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Keep blastomycosis
on your radar

Lincoln County Health
Department would like
to remind community
members of the risk
of blastomycosis (or
“blasto”). Although the
risk of getting this fungal
infection is low, every
year there are individuals
in Lincoln County
who get blastomycosis.
Lincoln County is in the
top five counties for the
highest incidence rate of
blastomycosis in Wisconsin.
Furthermore, from 2013-
2022, 40 individuals in
Lincoln County tested
positive for blastomycosis,
21 of which ended up
hospitalized.

The fungus that causes
blastomycosis  lives in
moist soil with decaying
wood and leaves. Wooded
areas that are close to
water are prime settings
for the fungus to live. Only
under exact conditions of
humidity, temperature, and
nutrition, can the fungus
grow and produce spores
that can be inhaled when
soil is disturbed. With a
warmer than usual late
fall and early winter 2024,

Know the risks and symptoms

residents should be aware
of the potential risk of
conditions being favorable.
People likely also spent
more time outdoors due to
the milder temperatures.

It is important to
know that blastomycosis
symptoms typically do not
occur until 2-15 weeks after
exposure. Symptoms can
mimic other respiratory
illnesses like the flu or
acute bacterial pneumonia,

making it difficult to
diagnose. Usually,
blastomycosis  symptoms

resemble those of a lung
infection, but it can
affect other body systems
including skin and bones.

Blastomycosis symptoms
may include:

« Fever or chills

« Cough

« Shortness of breath

« Chest or back pain

« Feeling very tired

NOTICE
CITY OF MERRILL

CHRISTMAS TREE PICKUP

January 6-9, 2025

During this week place your Christmas tree
curbside on your garbage collection day.

Remove all ornaments, lights,
stands and plastic bags from your
tree before placing it curbside.

Do not place trees curbside prior to 4pm the day
preceding your Christmas tree pickup day.

Trees that are buried in snow or frozen down will
not be collected.

Dustin Bonack, Street Superintendent

431848
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Come join

]
horgdDity b e |5 for lunch!

The Aging and Disability Resource
Center of Central Wisconsin serves
lunch at:

Jenny Towers in Merrill
Mondays-Fridays at 11:30 AM

Gleason Lions Club

Monthly on the 3rd Wednesday at

12:00 noon

Eligibility: Age 60+
Suggested contribution
is $6.00 a meal

Reservations Required

call by noon the business day before

888-486-9545

Your contribution makes a significant difference to our program!

No eligible person is denied meals due to ability to contribute. Full meal cost
$14.86 per meal (for someone who is not eligible on a contribution basis). Senior
Nutrition Program is funded by Federal, State, local funds and contributions.

tschreiber@mmclocal.com

Rachel Crockett
Graphic Designer

2011 E. Main St., Merrill, WI 54452.
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JOIN NOW!
NO ENROLLMENT FEE,
PLUS LOCAL DONATION!!

Here’s what
Ben Natzke and
« Skin sores that may Ali Krohn
look crusted and h i
growing in size ave 10 Say
About half of people about our club:
infected will not have ‘o
any symptoms. People Being there for each

with a weakened immune Ben Natzke and Ali Krohn
system or a chronic illness
are more likely to show
symptoms. Risk increases
for those who participate

in outdoor activities like

other has been huge for
us. We love the variety
Riverside Athletic

Club gives us. Variety
keeps us from losing

H
gs:-.“ L&y,

436813

farming, clearing brush, motivation and getting
construction, riding all bored. Our main goa/ is
terrain vehicles, gardening, SPORTS » FHITMESS - FRIENDS .

hiking hunmglg .~ Established in 1981~ consistency.”

camping. o

536-2481 www.riversideathletic.com
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LAZ-BOY HOLIDAY SALE CONTINUES!

TROUPER SOFA & LOVE SEAT WITH CONSOLE

Power and
Power headrest with
leather like material

SAVE ON

~ 1 YEAR INTEREST
FREE FINANCING!

(To qualified credit, see store for details)
| 4

ALL ON SPECIAL!

With FREE Delivery, FREE Set-up and FREE Removal of Old,
Miller’s Home Furnishings of Merrill is Just plain Smart!

22 NNNNRRRNN_ on i vesrse
1945

On Merrill’s West Side

Like us on £

Facebook! -

f HOME FURNISHINGS r=#s& www.miller-furniture.com

Monday-Thursday 8am-5pm ¢ Friday 8am-7pm ¢ Saturday 9am-1pm
Sun. By Appointment ¢ 715-536-5922

GLOVERDALE GOUNTRY STORE

2 miles South of Curtiss on Hwy. E 715-223-4797
We accept: SNAP/EBT Cards Tz =

Ground Beef Butter Pop Tarts 36 ct

e WY P20, it ony $299 e ony $6%
Ham Fully cooked Butter Quarters $939 Celsms $499
Unsalted Kiwi-Guav:
o foen oy 99, eme Lonwy 0239 e ony *4
OPEN MONDAY - FRIDAY 8:30-6:30 * SATURDAY 8:3
gweet Potatoes American Cheese Summer Sausage $469
TI€S Froz - Sli 1] |
i Lony G9° [ sew oy®8% T oy T
L"ﬂt 3,323 ke Cheddar Cheese 399593 Pleces $499
Y bl Shredded Ll
e owy99¢ e owr%8% Ph our 1%,
Ham o Monterey Jack CaCIlS
oneless Cheddar Sliced-In Light Syrup $1 39
Pepper Coated, Frozen 0 LY $1 29 T $ 49 29 0z.. et ONLY
:Ibs L 1| || A 1 alb Mayo
Pel:pze?om Frozen $ 99 cream cheese :’l;[l:;mla ONLY 49¢
18.2 0z.. ...... ONLY 2 1/3 Less Fat  ONLY 99¢ Tator Tots
Burn'd Pork Ends gL Frozen $799
Fully Cooked-Pit Smoked Cheddar Cheese $249 51s... ... ONLY
Frozen ONLY $289 Slibs* LY ab Black Forest Ham
5Blah::on alb Pepper Jack Cheese $ i ONLY $1 59
Sliced Sliced 99 B e alb
Maple - $299  swsinnn ONLY 8 P
. __ONLY ork Chops
:rl;twurst po- Shredded Cheese <0 $229
riginal
Fully Cooked - Frogen $ 99 B tiend $899 32 0z........ o ONLY 3
e g ony 1 5105 ONLY e
Hashbrowns Onion ngs All Natural - Frozen $1 29
Oval Patties - Frozen $299 ggeaded Frozen _ONLY 299 80z... ..ONLY
450z -.ONLY = Chlcken Breast
Pork Crumbles Bacon 59 Skinless, Boneless 99
C Original - Frozen Frozen
ot oy @QE,, et oy®2%9 o199,

In-store ONLY. We reserve the right to limit quantities. 436594
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| OBITUARIES |

Theodore “Teddy” Fayette Case 111
Theodore “Teddy” Fayette Case Il passed away on Decem-
ber 26, 2024 at Aspirus Merrill Hospital. He was born on
October 14, 1946 to the late Theodore and Aurelia (Massart)
Case. Full obituary to follow.

Maurice “Rudy” P. Tewes

Maurice “Rudy” P.
Tewes, age 77, of

A Lwy

Merrill, passed B
away on Friday, -+-
| December 20, 2024
:.:‘:.i}:-%«‘ . at the Mount View — North
: A ~ Central Health Care in

e

~— Schofield while under the care

- of St. Croix Hospice. Rudy
=% was born on July 31, 1947 to
- the late Rudolph and Sarah
% (Allorie) Tewes in Merrill. He

-.EE? attended and graduated from
g Merrill High School. Rudy
~ © went on to bravely serve his
" country in the United States
Marine Corp during the Vietnam War as a helicopter
mechanic. He married Alice Krause on November 29, 1988.
Sadly, she passed away on April 19, 2014.

Rudy worked in construction and fabrication for
many years, a job that he truly loved. He also worked
for Consolidated Building Service in Wausau and Agra in
Merrill. Rudy was truly a “jack of all trades” — he
could always be found out in his garage tinkering, fix-
ing or welding something. Rudy enjoyed learning and
would take apart and rebuild just about anything he found.
He had looked forward to the annual steam engine show in
Edgar. He enjoyed family vacations and the many trips he
and his wife Alice had made to the Bayfield Apple Festival
over the years. Rudy had a lifetime interest in almost all
things aviation, from building and flying model aircraft, to
pursuing a private pilot’s license when he was younger, as
well as having been a member of the EAA (Experimental
Aircraft Association). Rudy had a love for motorcycles and
could often be found riding around town or giving his grand-
children rides in the yard. His fondness for Harleys, Hondas
and V.W. Bugs were well known. He was a very patient,
good natured and generous man. He was often the first
person friends and family would ask for help if something
was not working or broken. His easy-going nature and
curiosity with all things mechanical were well known and re-
spected among those that knew him. Rudy enjoyed tuning in
his radio and listening to his favorite polkas on the week-
ends. Rudy was a member at St. Francis Xavier Catholic
Church in Merrill. He will be sadly missed but has left many
good memories behind.

Rudy is survived by: his daughters: Michele (Tim) Seiwert
and Rhonda (Todd) Knoblock; his son: James Tewes, all of]
Merrill; his grandchildren: Steven (Jane), Dakota, Dustin,
Ashley, Jake (Chelsi), Danyssa, Alyssa, Dallas (Jessica), Eli
(Lindsay) and Kyle (Jasmine); his 12 great grandchildren;
his nephews: Michael Tewes and George (Connie) Knospe;
his nieces: Linda, Sharon, Mary, Rita, Barbara Tewes and
Teresa (Peter) Daleske; and his sisters-in-law: Lois Wold and
Judy Schmidt. He was preceded in death by: his parents; his
wife: Alice; his son: Henry Puphal; one granddaughter; his
brothers: Victor Tewes and Rudolph Jr. Tewes; his sister:
Vivian Knospe; his brothers-in-law: Donald Wold, Albert
Krause, Roger Krause, Jerry Schmidt, and Bill Knospe; and
his sisters-in-laws: Rosemary Tewes, Doris Tewes, Carol
Krause, and Joan Krause.

The Mass of Christian Burial for Rudy will be held on
Wednesday, January 8, 2025 at 11:00 a.m. at St. Francis
Xavier Catholic Church in Merrill. Father Maria
Vallabhaneni will officiate. Visitation will be held on
Tuesday, January 7, 2025, from 4:00 p.m. until 8:00 p.m. at
Taylor-Stine Funeral Home in Merrill. Burial will take place
at St. Francis Catholic Cemetery immediately following
Mass. The Merrill VEW. Post 1638 will conduct military
honors at the cemetery.

The family requests that in lieu of flowers, please plant a
tree in memory of Rudy. They would also like to extend a
heartfelt thank you to the wonderful and caring staff at
Mount View — North Central Health Care in Schofield, and
to the St. Croix Hospice Services.

Taylor-Stine Funeral and Cremation of Merrill is assisting
the family with arrangements. Online condolences are
encouraged and may be made at www.taylorstine.com.

YOUR FAMILY’'S
PERSONAL MEMORIALIST
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Specialists tn Pre-JNeeds Planming
FROM SELECTION TO DESIGN TO SETTING,
ALL OF OUR WORK IS PROUDLY DONE IN - HOUSE

20 N. 2nd St., Tomahawk, WI ® 715-453-6523
Visit us at: www.tomahawkmonument.com

Jendean Norma (Hegg) Olson

Jendean Norma (Hegg) Olson,
79, of Sturgeon Bay, passed
# away on December 23, 2024,
at Door County Medical
Center. She was born to John
0. and Norma (Sersland) Hegg
in Decorah, Iowa.
Jendean attended a one-room
'-.,t school for her first eight grades
ey and then continued in Decorah
- graduating in  1963. She
2 . then entered Luther College
completing a degree in music
T ’\ education. While at Luther,
- Jendean was a member of the
Luther College Nordic Choir.
It was at Luther College that Jendean met her future
husband, Dan, to whom she was married in August of 1967.
In the fall of 1967, Jendean and Dan moved to St. Paul,
Minnesota where she began her teaching career in
Elementary Music Education in the Columbia Heights Public
Schools. In time, she taught music in New Richmond,
Merrill, Sturgeon Bay and Algoma Public Schools. While
Dan served in three congregations, Jendean was heavily
involved with the music programs both as organist and choir
director, retiring from active service from Ephraim Moravian
Church.
Together Jendean and Dan have three children, Andrew,
Angela (Chad) Olson-Luberger and Aaron (Sarah). They
have six grandchildren, Anika, Audrey, Aria, Anders, Elsa
and Stanley. Jendean is also survived by a sister Ilene (Ray)
Pavelko, West Salem, WI and brother John (Mary) Hegg,
Decorah, IA; nieces and nephews. She was preceded in death
by her parents.
Visitation for family and friends was scheduled for 4:00 to
7:00 pm Friday, Dec. 27, 2024, at the Forbes Funeral Home
in Sturgeon Bay. A memorial service was conducted
Saturday, Dec. 28, at the Ephraim Moravian Church. Friends
called at the church on Saturday from 10:00 am until the
time of service. Burial will be at Bayside Cemetery.
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Randall Scott Robl
Randall  Scott
Robl, age 71, of
Rhinelander, died

oy

b Iy

on December 23,
2024, at the Aspirus
Rhinelander Hospital. He was
born on October 15, 1953, in
Merrill, the son of Frank Jr.
and Marjorie (Nutter) Robl.

Randall grew up in Merrill
and attended schools there
through high school. After
graduation, he enlisted in the
Air Force and was career until
the age of 37. He then went on

} to work at the Harley Davidson
in Tomahawk for 24 years until his retirement.

He loved playing pool and cribbage, going ice fishing, and
the Green Bay Packers. He enjoyed going to the Town
Pump, where every day was his birthday.

Randall is survived by his wife Judith, his daughter Heather
(Eric) Allen, his son Quenton Robl, his mother Marjorie, his
grandchild Olivia, his sisters Verjean (Ken) Vandezande and
Rebecca (Bill) Cavallino, his brother Joseph (Vicki) Robl,
other family and friends. He was preceded in death by
his father.

There was a visitation for Randall on Saturday, December
28,2024, from 10:00 am to 12:00 noon, at the Carlson
Funeral Home. You may leave your private condolences for
the Robl family at www.carlsonfh.com. The Carlson Funeral
Home (715-369-1414) is serving the family.

Ellen Rusch Kobs

B

In the morning of December
2nd, Ellen Kobs decided she
had endured enough Wisconsin
winters and passed away while
holding the hand of her son
Erik Kobs, who was honored
to be by her side. Her parents,
Arthur and Ruth (Boettcher)
Rusch, and sister, Martha
Rusch preceded her in death.

A beloved mother and grand-
mother, Ellen is survived by
her only child Erik, his wife
Kasey Kobs, and twin grand-
children Zoe and Max Kobs -
sources of much joy and pride
in her life. She is also survived by her three sisters: Mary
Rusch, Carol (David) Wiskow, and Laura Rusch, who each
held a special place in her heart.

Ellen, a graduate of Merrill High School (Class of 1964),
married her high-school sweetheart, Paul Kobs. Together
they travelled the country in support Paul's service in the
U.S. Navy while raising their son, Erik. Though they later
divorced, they shared a great adventure, building a beautiful
family and a lifetime of memories.

It was Ellen's wish not to have a funeral or formal memor-
ial. Instead, the family recommends we remember her at her
best: smart, funny, kind, with deep empathy for others.

If you would like to make an 'in lieu of flowers' donation in
Ellen's name, please consider one of the charities listed
below, all aligned with causes she believed in:

- Planned Parenthood of Wisconsin (www.weareplannedpar
enthood.org); select "Donate", "Specific Giving" and
"Planned Parenthood of Wisconsin"

- Wisconsin Rapids Family Center (www.familyctr.org);
select "Support Us" and "Donate"

- National Alliance on Mental Illness (www.nami.org)

- Malala Fund (www.malala.org); select "Donate"

Ellen's family extends their heartfelt gratitude to all who
loved her and invites you to honor her memory in any way
that feels meaningful to you.

Judith R. Lange

Judith R. Lange, 73 of Merrill
passed away Saturday Decem-
ber 21st at home surrounded
by Family.

Judith was born December 26,
1950 in Merrill, WI, daughter
of Leslie and Harriet (Meyer)
Lange. Judith graduated from

Merrill High School. She
worked for Holy Cross
Hospital and Pine Crest

Nursing Home and also
worked as a waitress at a
, couple restaurants in the
\ “ Merrill area.

She enjoyed time outdoors
and especially fishing, and spending time with family and
friends. She also loved volunteering at Trinity Church in
Merrill, learning and sharing her knowledge of the Bible and
helping wherever she could. Her favorite pastimes were
watching westerns, playing cards and a Friday night fish fry
with friends.

Survivors include her sons, Richard (Kristine) Shorey of]
Merrill, WI, and Timothy (Angela) Shorey of Merrill, WI,
daughter Renee Shorey of Rothchild, WI, Grandchildren,
Mike Shorey of Trempealeau County, WI, Kristina (Jason)
Konerza of Silver Lake, MN, Nicole (Brennon) O’Connell
of Wausau, WI, Ashlyn Shorey of Merrill, WI and Taylor
Shorey of Rothchild, WI. Great grandchildren, Alice,
Braylynn, Dallas, Bryce, Colt and Owen.

Judith was preceded in death by Leslie and Harriet Lange;
parents; siblings, Wayne Lange and Leslie Lange Jr.

The funeral service for Judith will be held at 11:00 A.M.,
Monday, January 6, 2025, at Trinity Church, Merrill. Rev.
Scott Gustafson will officiate. The family will receive
friends beginning at 9:00 A.M. Monday at church.

Email us at: contactus@tomahawkmonument.com E
We Have
- Over 15,000+ Designs
In Our Portfolio
Plus Over
100 Monuments In Stock — —
o ——— Merrill
¢ Custom Etching Monument
* Pre-Need Monuments N2182 CTH K

312558

» Final Dates & Inscriptions ~ Merrill, WI'54452
* Custom Cemetery Work ~ 715-536-6654

o EMAIL US: merrillmonument@gmail.com P
STORE HOURS: Mon. - Fri. 9am - Noon & 1pm - 4pm
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Cremation Society

Direct Cremation
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HonorOne.com
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Russell G. Wendt

Russell G. Wendt, 60, of the
Town of Corning, Lincoln
County, passed away Tuesday,
December 17, 2024, at his
home.

Russell was born October 9,
1964, in Merrill, son of Robert
A. and Luella (Weide) Wendt.
Russell graduated from Merrill
High School with the class of]
1983. He worked on the family
dairy farm in the Town of
Corning. He loved farming and
looked forward to harvesting
the crops. Russell also enjoyed

) "~ working in the woods making
firewood. In his younger years, he enjoyed deer hunting.

He enjoyed spending time with his family and always made
sure to ask how his nieces and nephews were. Russell was a
very faithful member of Immanuel Lutheran Church in
Corning. He served as Lieutenant of the Town of Corning
Volunteer Fire Department. Russell also enjoyed watching
ice drags and going for walks. Russell recently started
attending the Merrill Enrichment Center and enjoyed trips
around Merrill socializing with everyone.

Survivors include his brother and sister-in-law, Stanley and
Patti Wendt of Merrill; nieces and nephews, Robert M.
Wendt, McKinze (Connor) Kolehouse, and Caeden Wendt
(Sarah Buenning); and great nieces, Emmalyn and Hanna
Wendt. Russell was preceded in death by his parents, Robert
A. and Luella Wendt; and infant brother, Timothy Alan
Wendt.

The funeral service for Russell was held at 11:00 A.M.
Monday, December 23, 2024, at Immanuel Lutheran Church,
Town of Corning. Rev. Joel Danner officiated. Burial took
place in the church cemetery. Visitation was held from
2:00 P.M. until 5:00 P.M. Sunday, December 22, 2024, at the
Taylor-Stine Funeral Home, Merrill, and after 10:00 A.M.
Monday at the church.

In lieu of flowers, the family suggests memorials be directed
to Immanuel Lutheran Church, Town of Corning.

The family would like to thank Pastor Joel Danner, Town of]
Corning Volunteer Fire Department, Lincoln County
Sherriff Office, Merrill Fire Department EMS, Inclusa, and
Northcentral Heath Care.

Taylor-Stine Funeral & Cremation, Merrill, is assisting the
family. Online condolences may be made at www.

taylorstine.com
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Rep. Callahan re-appointed Chair of Committee
on Consumer Protection

Assembly Republicans receive
committee assignments for the

upcoming Legislative Session

State Representative
Calvin Callahan
(R-Tomahawk),
representative for the 35th
Assembly District [which
includes all of Langlade
and Lincoln Counties
and parts of Marathon,
Oconto, Oneida, and
Shawano Counties], was
re-appointed Chair of the
Committee on Consumer
Protection as a part of the
2025-2026 State Assembly
committee assignments
from Republican leadership
in mid-December 2024.

“I am looking forward
to, once again, serving as
Chair of the Assembly
Committee on Consumer
Protection in the new

legislative session,” said
Callahan. “I oversaw a lot
of important legislation
as it passed through this
committee last session, and
I am looking forward to
ensuringthat Wisconsinites
are protected from fraud,
unsafe products, and unfair
business practices. I will
continue to advocate for
legislation that promotes
transparency, fairness,
and accountability, while
keeping the best interests
of my constituents at the
forefront.”

During the 2025-2026
Legislative Session, Rep.
Callahan will also serve on
the following committees in
the following capacities:

+ Assembly Committee
on Insurance - Vice-Chair

+ Assembly Committee
on Energy & Utilities -
Member

« Assembly Committee
on Forestry, Parks, &
Outdoor Recreation -
Member

For updates on
Rep. Callahan’s work
throughout the session,
he invites constituents
to sign wup for his
email newsletters at
RepCalvinCallahan.com
or follow him on Facebook.

|OBITUARIES|

Thomas K. “Tom” Ziebell

Thomas K. “Tom” Ziebell, age
73 of Skanee, MI passed away
at his home on Thursday,
December 19, 2024. Tom was
born in  Wausau, WI on
September 30, 1951.

A celebration of life will be
held at the Merrill Town Hall,
W4594 Progress Ave, Merrill,
WI 54452 on Saturday,
January 4, 2025 with food
and fellowship starting at
11:00 a.m. Beginning at 1:00
p-m. there will be a time to
honor Tom and share stories
and memories.

Tom’s complete obituary may be viewed and condolences
sent to the family at www.reidfuneralservicechapel.com.

The Reid Funeral Service and Chapel, L’Anse has been
entrusted with the funeral arrangements.

Greg Kautza

Greg Kautza, former Tech Ed.
Teacher and Business Manager
at MAPS, took his "Journey to
Heaven" in the early hours on
Saturday, December 28, 2024.

Greg was married to Lin

English Kautza, was the
proud parent of Mollie Kautza
Elsmark (Erik) and Andy
Kautza (Jessica), and brother
to Mike (Susan), Nick (de-
ceased) Rita Kautza Benz
(Ron), Andy (Julie), Mary
Kautza McKown (Dan) and
Paul (Lana), and son of Maude
" and Leonard Kautza.
The last 10+ years were spent loving his 4 wonderful grand-
sons: Mads (10), Jackson (9), Luka (8) and Cameron (6). He
spent hours playing with them, quizzing them, watching
them, and smiling about all their successes and fun, unique
personalities. They were his pride and joy.

One of his proudest affiliations was the UW-Stout TKE
Fraternity. He was proud to be a member with a scroll
Number of 8.

Greg was a quiet and nice person and had a very
adventurous spirit. He liked a good challenge and never quit.
His love of the open air and Nature took him on many hiking
and camping trips to the mountains out West. He built the
family shack on K6, and spent many days and nights there,
hunting, or just enjoying the woods he so loved, and the
quiet peacefulness he found there.

Greg was very smart, talented, and skilled in many areas.
Just give him a problem or situation, and he would figure it
out. This is what he loved about teaching... with his students,
and at home with Mollie and Andy.

Greg had high standards and values and was an exemplary
role model. He had a life, well lived!

On Saturday, Jan. 4, 2025, we will gather from 9:00- 11:00
to say good-bye to Greg, at Taylor Stine Funeral Home. At
11:00 will be a short service. From 12:00 to 3:00, there will
be a Celebration of Greg's exemplary life at the Sawmill
Brewing Co, a favorite hangout of his and mine. Please join
us.

There will be no Graveside Service.

Memorials can be sent to LIN Kautza 701 Bramble Way,
Merrill WI. 54452
Check can be made out to:

"Senior Center of Langlade County".
Memo: "Rock Steady Boxing Program".
(This is a program specifically for Parkinson's patients.)

FROZEN
ROAD LAW
from page 1

roads are adequately
frozen to accommodate
heavier loads.

The declaration is
issued once the ground
under highway pavement
is frozen to a depth of at
least 18 inches, allowing
the maximum  gross
weight for trucks hauling
logs or salt and sand for
maintaining roads in
winter to go up to 98,000
pounds on vehicles with
a minimum of five axles
(from the normal 80,000
pounds). Special permits
for hauling the increased
weights are not required
in Zone 1 and 2; however,
vehicles must be legally
licensed at 80,000 pounds
to handle the increased
weights. The  higher
weight limits do not apply
to county or local roads
unless authorized by
the local agency having
maintenance authority.
Also, higher weights may
not be transported on
any highways or bridges
specifically posted for
lower weight limits.

More information
on overweight permits
can be found on the

WisDOT  website by
searching for oversize/
overweight permits.
Haulers with specific
questions can contact
WisDOT’s Oversize/

Overweight Permits Unit
at 608.266.7320. A recorded
message with general
information on road
restrictions is available by
calling 608.266.8417.

| LEGAL NOTICES|

Legals 7700 [ Legals 7700 [ Legals 7700

Merrill Area Public Schools
Regular Board of Education Meeting
November 20, 2024 — Minutes
The meeting was called to order by
Blake at 5:30 PM in the Board Room.
Board members present: De Rizzo,
Hornischer, Gremler, Liberty, Ashbeck,
Woller and Blake. Board members
absent: Proulx and Smith. Others
present: Superintendent Murray, MAPS
Administrators, Student Board Reps
Black and Wagenaar, eight people from
the staff and public, and Recorder
Woller. MOTION by Liberty, second by
Hornischer to approve the easement
request by Wisconsin Public Service as
outlined in Easement Agreement
3325273. Motion carried unanimously.
MOTION by Woller, second by De Rizzo
to approve the addition of a middle
school baseball team, with funds
allocated as specified to cover the
necessary expenses for pupil travel,
coaching salary, Social Security, and
officials to be paid for out of Fund 80.
Motion carried unanimously. MOTION
by Gremler, second by Liberty to
approve the addition of Internship
position(s) at MAPS to provide quality
experiences for future teachers and
leadership opportunities for qualified
staff. Motion carried unanimously.
MOTION by Liberty, second by Woller to
approve the 2024-2025 Organizational
Chart. Motion carried. MOTION by
Ashbeck, second by Woller to approve
the updated Pine River School for
Young Learners Organizational Chart.
Motion carried unanimously. MOTION
by Ashbeck, second by Gremler to
approve the annual Self-Assessment
plan, process and timeline as presented.
Motion carried unanimously. MOTION
by Liberty, second by Hornischer to
approve a three-year contract with
Visitor Aware Visitor Management
Systems. Motion carried unanimously.
MOTION by Hornischer, second by
Liberty to approve the Strategic
Planning initiative proposal with Joe
Schroeder Consulting for  $14,900.
Motion carried unanimously. MOTION
by Liberty, second by Hornischer to
approve the donation of two touchpads
from the Merrill Aqua Jays Swim Team
valued at $2,525.00 for the Merrill Swim
Program. Motion carried unanimously.
MOTION by Ashbeck, second by De
Rizzo to approve the donation of funds
from Larry and Jan Krystkowiak valued
at $5,000 in honor of their friend Joe
Wolf for helping to support the girls and
boys basketball programs at MAPS.
Motion carried unanimously. MOTION
by Gremler, second by Liberty to
approve the donation of funds from
Levon Van Der Geest valued at $4,405
for helping to support the Kate
Goodrich, Washington, PRMS and MHS
Nest  programs.  Motion  carried
unanimously. MOTION by Woller,
second by Liberty to approve consent
agenda items a through e, which
includes minutes of the October 23,
2024, and November 14, 2024,
meetings; second readings  and
approval of Policy 5610 Suspension and

Expulsions;  Policy 9140 Citizens’
Advisory Committees; Policies
3440/4440  Job-Related  Expenses;

Policy 6110 Grant Funds; Policy 6111
Internal Controls; Policy 6112 Cash
Management of Grants; Policy 6114
Cost Principles - Spending Federal
Funds; Policy 6325 Procurement -
Federal Grants/Funds; Policy 7310
Disposition of Personal Property; and,
Policy 7450 Property Inventory - with
noted technical corrections to be made
by the superintendent; claims, vouchers
and receipts totaling $3,659,856.53;
donations totaling $24,671.30; and, the
attached personnel report, contingent
upon release of contract for hirings and
upon the satisfaction of the appropriate
liquidated damages for resignations, if
applicable. Motion carried unanimously.
Blake called for a MOTION to adjourn
into executive session pursuant to
Wisconsin ~ Statutes under Section
19.85(1) (f) except where par. (b)
applies. The purpose of the closed
session is to update the Board of
Education on two student issues. Motion
by Woller, second by Hornischer to
adjourn into closed session carried
unanimously on a roll call vote. MOTION
by Hornischer, second by Ashbeck to
adjourn at 6:43 p.m. Motion carried
unanimously.

Respectfully submitted,

Ron Liberty

Board Clerk

RL/tlw

(The official minutes in their entirety are
available by calling (715) 536-4581, by
visiting www.mapsedu.org, or by visiting
the MAPS District Office at 1111 N.
Sales Street, Merrill, Wisconsin.)
Published January 2, 2025 ~ WNAXLP
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TOWN OF MERRILL

NOTICE OF TOWN CAUCUS

The December 10th, 2024 Council
Minutes are in draft form until approved
at the next scheduled meeting. The
minutes are available for viewing on the
bulletin board outside the City Clerk’s
Office and on the City of Merrill website.
Complete Ordinances are available

on the City of Merrill website:
https://www.ci.merrill.wi.us/
Published January 2, 2025 WNAXLP

STATE OF WISCONSIN
CIRCUIT COURT LINCOLN COUNTY
Summons
Case No. 2024CV000128
Judge Robert R. Russell
Foreclosure of Mortgage: 30404
AmeriSave Mortgage Corporation
Attn: Mortgage Disposition
1 Corporate Drive, Suite 360
Lake Zurich, IL 60047
Plaintiff,

V.
Brian E. Cooke
402 North Prospect Street
Merrill, WI 54452
Brian E. Cooke
112 S. Main Avenue
Dickinson, ND 58601

Defendant.
THE STATE OF WISCONSIN,
To each person named above as a
defendant:
You are hereby notified that the Plaintiff
named above has filed a lawsuit or other
legal action against you. The complaint,
which is also served upon you, states
the nature and basis of the legal action.
Within 40 days after December 12, 2024
you must respond with a written answer,
as that term is used in chapter 802 of
the Wisconsin Statutes, to the
complaint. The court may reject or
disregard an answer that does not follow
the requirements of the statutes. The
answer must be sent or delivered to the
court, whose address is Lincoln County
Courthouse 1110 E. Main St., Merrill, WI
54452-2579, and to Codilis, Moody &
Circelli, P.C., plaintiff's attorneys, whose
address is 15W030 North Frontage
Road, Suite 200, Burr Ridge, IL 60527.
You may have an attorney help or
represent you.
If you do not provide a proper answer
within 40 days, the court may grant
judgment against you for the award of
money or other legal action requested in
the complaint, and you may lose your
right to object to anything that is or may
be incorrect in the complaint. A
judgment may be enforced as provided
by law. A judgment awarding money
may become a lien against any real
estate you own now or in the future, and
may also be enforced by garnishment or
seizure of property.
Dated: December 9, 2024.
Cadilis, Moody & Circelli, P.C.
15W030 North Frontage Road, Suite
200
Burr Ridge, IL 60527
(414) 775-7700
pleadings@il.cslegal.com
50-24-01034
NOTE: This
collector.
Codilis, Moody & Circelli, P.C.
Attorneys for Plaintiff
Electronically signed by
Shawn R. Hillmann
WI State Bar No. 1037005
Emily Thoms
WI State Bar No. 1075844
Published 12/12/24, 12/19/24 & 1/2/25

WNAXLP

law firm is a debt

DATE SIGNED December 27, 2024
Probate Registrar
STATE OF WISCONSIN,
CIRCUIT COURT, LINCOLN COUNTY
IN THE MATTER OF THE ESTATE OF
GLEN M. SIMONIS
Amended
Notice to Creditors
(Informal Administration)
Case No. 24IN51
PLEASE TAKE NOTICE:
1. An  application  for
administration was filed.
2. The decedent, with date of birth
11/6/1945 and date of death 10/30/2024,
was domiciled in Lincoln County, State
of Wisconsin, with a mailing address of
1705 E. 3rd Street, Merrill, W1 54452.
3. All interested persons waved notice.
4. The deadline for filing a claim against
the decedent's estate is 04/18/2025.
5. A claim may be filed at the Lincoln
County Courthouse, 1110 E. Main
Street, Merrill,  Wisconsin, Room
Probate Office.
Attorney William A. Grunewald
Jensen, Scott, Grunewald & Shiffler S.C.
128 W. Division Street, P.O. Box 426
Medford WI 54451
715-748-2211  Bar Number: 1008196
Published January 2, 9 & 16, 2024
WNAXLP

informal

BY THE COURT:
DATE SIGNED: 12/13/2024
ISIHON. GALEN BAYNE-ALLISON
CIRCUIT COURT JUDGE, BR 1
STATE OF WISCONSIN
CIRCUIT COURT, LINCOLN COUNTY
Notice and Order for
Name Change Hearing
Case No. 24-CV-174
IN THE MATTER OF THE NAME
CHANGE OF
Caitlyn Robyn Bernhard
By (Petitioner) Caitlyn Robyn Bernhard
NOTICE IS GIVEN:
A petition was filed asking to change the
name of the person listed above:
From: Caitlyn Robyn Bernhard
To: Caiden Robyn Bernhard
Birth  Certificate: Caitlyn
Bernhard
IT IS ORDERED:
This petition will be heard in the Circuit
Court of Lincoln County, State of
Wisconsin:
Judge’s Name: Honorable Galen Bayne-
Allison
Place: Lincoln County Courthouse-Br 1
1110 E Main St, Merrill, W| 54452
Date: 01/29/2025
Time: 10:15 AM
If you require reasonable accommoda-
tions due to a disability to participate in
the court process, please call 715-536-
0319 prior to the scheduled court date.
Please note that the court does not
provide transportation.
IT IS FURTHER ORDERED:
Notice of this hearing shall be given by
publication as a Class 3 notice for three
(3) weeks in a row prior to the date of
the hearing in the Foto News a
newspaper published in Lincoln County,
State of Wisconsin.
Published: 1/2/25, 1/9/25 & 1/16/25
WNAXLP

Robyn

Find us on

Fac bODk

www. facebook com/
Merrill Foto News

A Town Caucus will be held immediately following

completion of the Town of Merrill monthly Board Meeting,

Monday. January 13, 2025, at 5:30 PM. For the purpose

of placing in nomination, candidates for the following

offices, to be voted for at the Spring election to be held
Tuesday April 1, 2025.

OFFICE e

ONE (1) CHAIRMAN NO INCUMBENT ¢

OFFICE INCUMBENT

TWO (2) TOWN SUPERVISORS ~ DARREL DENGEL
MATT LEDER

TERM OF OFFICE IS FOR TWO (2) YEARS
BEGINNING ON TUESDAY APRIL 15th, 2025

Published 12/19/24, 1/2/25 & 1/9/25 WNAXLP

Town of Corning
Notice of Town Caucus

To be held Thursday, January 16, 2025 at 7:00 pm
at the Corning Town Hall, N1569 Hwy 64 & 107, Merrill, WI

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN THAT A CAUCUS FOR THE TOWN OF
CORNING WILL BE HELD AT THE CORNING TOWN HALL, N1569
HWY 64 & 107, MERRILL, WI, ON THURSDAY, JANUARY 16, 2025
AT 7:00 P.M. THE PURPOSE OF THE MEETING IS TO PLACE
IN' NOMINATION CANDIDATES FOR THE FOLLOWING TOWN
OFFICES, TO BE VOTED ON AT THE SPRING ELECTION, WHICH
WILL BE HELD ON TUESDAY APRIL 1, 2025. OFFICES ARE FOR THE
TERM OF TWO YEARS TO SUCCEED THE PRESENT INCUMBENTS
LISTED, WHOSE TERM OF OFFICE WILL EXPIRE APRIL 15, 2025.

Office

Town Board Chairperson
Town Board Supervisor
Town Board Supervisor
Town Board Clerk

Town Board Treasurer

Rickey C. Hass, Clerk
Please Recycle
Published January 2, 2025

Incumbent

Chad Kottke

Greg Kleinschmidt
Brian Literski
Rickey Hass

Katie Giese

436760

Please Recycle
WNAXLP

NOTICE OF CAUCUS FOR THE

TOWN OF ROCK FALLS

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN, that a caucus for the
Town of Rock Falls will be held at the Rock Falls
Town Hall on Tuesday January 7, 2024 at 6:30pm.
The purpose of the meeting is to place in nomination
candidates for the following town offices to be voted on
for the Spring Election which will be held April 1, 2025

Offices are as follows:
Town Board Chairperson
Town Board Supervisor (2)
Town Clerk

Town Treasurer

Town Board Chairperson Mike VanDeWeerd
Incumbent

Town Board Supervisor George Alery Incumbent
Town Board Supervisor Kurt Niersel Incumbent
Town Treasurer Cindy Frisch Incumbent

Town Clerk Diane Chambers Incumbent

Diane Chambers, Clerk

Town of Rock Falls

Lincoln County

Published December 25, 2024

435825

WNAXLP
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COSMO

KIDS « $5.00

Theatre SENIORS « $5.00
Main St.  Merrill ADULTS ¢ $8.00

MOVIES AND SHOWTIMES
THRU 1/9/2025
Mondays All Seats $5.00

MUFASA
“PG” (2HR OMIN)
FRIDAY: 7:00 & 9:15PM
SATURDAY: 1:00, 3:30, 7:00 & 9:15PM |
SUNDAY: 1:00.3:30 & 7:00PM |
MONDAY THRU THURSDAY: 7:00PM  +

%
¥

i

THE LORD OF THE RINGS:
THE WAR OF THE ROHIRRIM *
“PG13 (2HR 14MIN)
FRIDAY: 7:00 & 9:15PM
SATURDAY: 1:00, 3:30, 7.00& 9:15PM '
SUNDAY: 1:00. 3:30 & 7:00PM
MONDAY THRU THURSDAY: 7:00PM

|
%
J
{
&,

\

MOANA 2
“PG” (1HR 40MIN)

FRIDAY: 7:00 & 9:15PM
SATURDAY: 1:00, 3:15, 7:00 & 9:15PM
SUNDAY: 1:00.3:15 & 7:00PM
MONDAY THRU THURSDAY: 7:00PM

WW.cosmomovies.com
=

715-536-4473

Area Events & Entertainment Community Calendar

Jan. 4 - Bingo at Ballyhoos

Jan. 5 - Bingo at VFW

Jan. 10 - Free Swing Dance Basic

Jan. 4 - Ultimate Ice Racing at Lessons at Christ Evangelical
Merrill Fairgrounds Lutheran Church

Jan. 4 - Risk Tournament at Nor Jan. 11 - Second Annual January
Comm Games Jamboree at Normal Park

Jan. 11 - Gleason Ice Oval Races
Jan. 11 - Bar Bingo at Bubba’s Pub
Jan. 18 - Merrill Ice Drags

Jan. 18 - 4-H Winterfest Celebration

at Northwoods Veterans Post

Jan. 19 - Bingo at VFW

For more
merrillchamber.org/events or
contact the event sponsor.

information, go to:

GRILL

EST.1933
FOR A GOOD OLD TIME

11420S. County Rd. K,
Merrill Wi - 715-536-9391
Sun. 7am-2am, Mon.-Thurs.
11:30am-2am, Fri. 11:30am-
2:30am, Sat. 7am-2:30am,
Dine-in * Takeout + NO Delivery

Breakfast 7Zam-1lam
Mimosas & Bloody Mary’s

$5 Burger & Home Fries
Dine-in only & additional
toppings are extra.

Broasted Chicken
12 Noon-8pm

Fish Fry 12 Noon-8:45pm

Red Granite Bar & Grill
Order Online - Check
wait times or just stop in!

Finduson ¥

375083

436825

. ~Eagles Club

1205 N Lake St. » Merrill, WI 54452

" Open to the Public * (715) 536-7471

NO FOOD SERVED: Sat. & Sun. - Special Events Only

DINNER SPECIALS FOR JANUARY

TUESDAY NIGHTS
JAN. 7TH - LIVER & ONIONS |JAN. 3RD - PERCH
JAN. 14TH - GRILLED

SHRIMP

FRIDAY NIGHTS

JAN. 10TH -
WALLEYE

DINNER SERVED FROM 4:00 PM - 8:00 PM

| Visit our Website! 584.localfoewi.com |

One child, $463,000 per year:
Ballooning costs of troubled
Lincoln Hills youth prison

Surging costs of Lincoln Hills, troubled
Wisconsin youth prison

A budget request would nearly double incarceration costs in Wisconsin’s juvenile justice system.
Many say the funds would be better used to prevent crime.
A Department of Corrections request would nearly double costs to incarcerate Wisconsin youth.

BY MARIO KORAN
WISCONSIN WATCH

and DEVIN BLAKE
MILWAUKEE
NEIGHBORHOOD NEWS
SERVICE

This story was produced
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Conference Room & Hall Rental Available
Open at 4pm Mon. & Thurs.  Open at Noon Fri.
Open at 11am Sat. & Sun. ¢ Glosed Tues. & Wed.

OPEN TO THE PUBLIC | f]

601 Johnson St., Merrill * 715-536-5108
[SELL]

WEEKLY BRIEFING - JANUARY 2"° - 6™

Regular Menu Each Night
Daily Food &
Drink Specials

*No Bingo for January*

Plautz ‘s
8" b

310 E. 2nd St., Merrill
715-536-4611

SERVING FOOD

436811

DAILY TILL 8PM

MONDAY ¢ Noon - 6pm
TUE. - FRI. » Noon - Close
SATURDAY ¢ 11am - Close

SUNDAY ¢ 11am - 6pm

JANUARY BOOZE
OF THE MONTH
SOUTHERN COMFORT
$5.00 - 16 oz. Pint

CRIBBAGE
TOURNAMENT

Open 11am e Starts Noon

Werrcll Fastpited liosts
Sud Annwal Yannary

JAMBOREE

AN IAIYASNLIFE

e Food & Beer ® Games ¢ Skating

Normal Park
500 N Center Ave., Merrill, Wl 54452

e January 11, 2025
11am - 3pm

Join us for a day of WINTER GAMES!
Game cost: $2/play -
INSTANT CASH prizes available!

All proceeds from this winer event benefit Merrill Fastpitch.

by Wisconsin Watch and
Milwaukee Neighborhood
News Service. It was made
possible by donors like you.

Wisconsin budgets
nearly $463,000 a year to
incarcerate each child at
the state’s beleaguered
juvenile prison complex in
the North Woods, a figure
that has ballooned over a
decade as enrollment has
plummeted.

A new Department of
Corrections budget request
would nearly double that
figure to about $862,000
a year — 58 times what
taxpayers spend on the
average K-12 public school
student.

It comes as efforts to
close the Lincoln County
complex — home to Lincoln
Hills School for boys and
Copper Lake School for
girls — and build a new
youth prison in Milwaukee
have slowed to a crawl.

Six years after the
Legislature approved the
closure plan, Republican
lawmakers and Democratic
Gov. Tony Evers are
blaming each other
during funding and policy
disagreements that have
delayed the closure.

A 2018 legal settlement
restricted how guards
could discipline youth. That
followed a series of scandals
involving allegations of
inhumane conditions, such
as frequent use of pepper
spray, strip searches and
mechanical restraints and
solitary confinement.

Republicans earlier this
year pushed to lift pepper
spray restrictions after a
16-year-old  incarcerated
at Lincoln Hills struck
a counselor in the face,
resulting in his death.
A judge denied requests
to alter the settlement
in a dispute that has
added to closure delays,
the Milwaukee Journal
Sentinel reported.

Meanwhile, the facility’s
population is dwindling. As
of late November, it served
just 41 boys and 18 girls on
a campus designed for more
than 500 youth.

Wisconsin  Watch and
Milwaukee Neighborhood
News Service spoke to
judges, lawmakers, former
prison staff and researchers
about the eye-popping
price tag to incarcerate
fewer young people. They
attributed the trends to

The main entrance of Lincoln Hills School and Copper Lake
School is shown on Nov. 1, 2024, in Irma, Wis. Six years after the
Wisconsin Legislature approved a plan to close the embattled
youth prison, Republicans and Democrats are blaming each
other for delays that have kept the complex open. (Drake White-

Bergey for Wisconsin Watch)

Drake White-Bergey for Wisconsin Watch

demographic changes, a
paradigm shift from large
youth prisons to smaller
regional facilities and
scandals on the campus
that made judges hesitant
to send teens to Lincoln
Hills.

“No judge wants to send
a kid to Lincoln Hills,”
said Milwaukee County
Circuit Court Judge Laura
Crivello, who has presided
over juvenile cases. “You
feel like you’re damning the
kid. And if you look at the
recidivism rates that come
out of Lincoln Hills, you
pretty much are damning
akid.”

Here’s a closer look at the
numbers.

Who sets budgets for
youth prisons?

Lincoln Hills and Copper
Lake schools are the
state’s only youth prisons,
but they are among four
main state facilities for
young people convicted of
serious juvenile offenses.
The others are Mendota
Mental Health Institute,
a psychiatric hospital in
Madison that treats youth
involved in the juvenile
justice system, and Grow
Academy, a residential
incarceration-alternative

program outside of
Madison.
The Legislature sets

uniform daily rates that
counties pay to send youth
to any of the locations —
spreading costs across all
facilities.

In 2015, lawmakers
approved a daily rate of
$284 per juvenile across
all four facilities, or nearly
$104,000 a year. This year’s

rate is $1,268 a day, or
nearly $463,000 annually.
The annual per-student
rate would jump to about
$841,000 in 2025 and
nearly $862,000 in 2026 if
the Legislature approves

the latest Department
of Corrections funding
request.

By contrast, Wisconsin
spent an annual average
of $14,882 per student in
K-12 public schools in 2023,
according to the Wisconsin
Policy Forum.

Why have costs
ballooned?

A campus Dbuilt for
more than 500 is mostly
underused as enrollment
declines, but taxpayers
must still pay to maintain
the same large space. It
affects county budgets
since they pay for youth
they send to state juvenile
correctional facilities.

Fixed infrastructure
and staffing costs account
for the largest share of
expenses, said department
spokesperson Beth
Hardtke. Spreading the
costs among fewer juveniles
inflates the per capita price
tag.

But taxpayers haven’t
seen overall savings
from the steep drop in
enrollment either. The state
in 2015 budgeted about $25.9
million for the Lincoln Hills
and Copper Lake complex.
That number climbed to
about $31.3 million by 2023
with the addition of staff
— a cost increase nearly in

See LINCOLN
HILLS page 9



Thursday, January 2, 2025

MERRILL FOTO NEWS

Page 7

CORNER

@j) THE GLEASON

Gleason Community Club Winter
Ice Oval Races

BY TINA L. SCOTT
EDITOR

The Gleason Community Club has been sponsoring the
Winter Ice Oval Races in Gleason since 1977, and they’re
poised for another successful season in 2025.

Season race dates are subject to weather, but as of Dec.
27, 2024, “We have enough ice to race, and we’re sitting
pretty well,” said Gleason Community Club President
Garrett Lapsenberg. Rink preparation typically begins
around Dec. 1, he said, “as soon as soon as it starts
freezing,” and this year has been seasonably cold,
making for good ice.

Race attendees can expect “some exciting head-to-head
racing, excellent food, and cold drinks,” Lapsenberg
said. “It’'s very, very family oriented—kid-friendly.”
Admission is $10 for adults and kids 11 and older;
children 10 and under are free.

[Note: Pets and smoking are not permitted. Carry-ins of
all types are not allowed, and there is no ATM or Wifi
available on-site.]

With approximately 50 classes, racers compete on
snowmobiles, go karts, ATVs, lawn mowers, and outlaw
go-karts with classes for kids, too. Racers compete for
cash, points, and trophies for the kids, and a typical
event runs about five plus hours, he said. Each race
date typically includes 100 racers with 200-300 entries,
as some racers compete in multiple classes. There is a
season sanction fee of $25 per driver, $15 per race class
entered.

“Many world champion ice oval racers started
racing in Gleason,” Lapsenberg said, “including Nick
Vanstrydonk, Gunner Stern, and many more.”

Typical race day registration is 7-9 a.m. with races
starting at 10 a.m., and night race day registration is 11
a.m.-1 p.m. with races starting at 2 p.m.

“Stand outside to watch the races, and in between when

Gleason Mennonite Church
5626 State Road 17, Gleason, WI

B F S Y| — ]

For where two or three are gathered together
in My name, there am I in the midst of them.
Matthew 18:20

286183

GLEASON COMM
CLUB EVENTS:

WINTER RACE SCHEDULE

5335 Bayer St. Gleason,

> ICE OVAL DATES: 3
' January 11
January 18
February 1
2 February 15 (night
I E P

Can't wact to

there!

434431

we sweep [the ice], there’s a nice spot inside to warm
up with food and hot chocolate,” Lapsenberg said. “We
have a nice heated building with food and drinks inside,
indoor bathrooms, and a stocked bar.”

The Gleason Community Club, currently comprised of
approximately 20 members, handles the entire event.
“Everything is run by 100% volunteers,” he said. “Plus
manyvolunteersthatcomeandhelpthataren’tmembers.”
“We're always looking for new volunteers, people to
come and help, and new members,” Lapsenberg said.
People can help as little or as much as they want, in a
specific area, or for as long as they would like, he said.
Whether with parking; bar tending; helping with the
races—lining up, flagging, or announcing; making the
ice; food prep and sales; cleaning up; or mowing lawn in
the summer, there is always something volunteers can
help with, he said.

For more information about the Gleason Community
go to

Club and/or the Winter Ice Oval Races,
www.gleasoncc.org.

RR~ o

All photos: Joseph Frederick photos.

Thank You For Your Patronage
& We Look Forward to Serving
You in 2025!

I“”””I.

N5211 Bradley St.

(715) 873-4843
Closed Sundays

Pieces for
any Home! !

b

— i E" — Y
R T
-1 . i - | . —l®

Luther Memorial Church
N5308 Town Hall Rd., Gleason, W1

Vots:
==Y
Saturday Worship Synday Wor SI,"P
with Communion with communion
i 6:00 pm 10:30 am
5 ) Sunday School 9:15 am

Stop in to meet the

ace gou
TR )

NEW OWNERS
1 -THE BROWN FAMILY!
Mﬁ S P Lﬁ CE We can't wait to
— get to know you all!

5375 WI-17, Gleason - (715) 873-3377

Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Saturday, & Sunday - 6am-2pm,

Friday - 6am-8pm and Closed Wednesday

423670

= GLEASON
"AREA LIONS

PANCAKE BREAKFAST

Sunday, January 26" ¢ 8am-12 noon
Gleason Lions Park N5179 Bradley St., Gleason

SAME GREAT FOOD WITH 4 SERVING OPTIONS
SENIOR/CHILDREN e STANDARD e UNLIMITED PANCAKES ONLY
BELGIUM WAFFLE WITH TOPPING e UNDER 5 - FREE

Serving: Regular & Potato Pancakes, Scrambled Eggs,
Sausage, Applesauce, Milk or Coffee
Now Offering - Biscuits and Gravy
We serve Pure Wisconsin Maple Syrup produced by Local Suppliers

COMMUNITY BLOOD DRIVE ¢ 8:00am-12:30pm
Walk-ins welcome, or call for an appointment,

Toll Free at 1-800-280-4102. You will get a
Ticket For FREE breakfast when you donate blood.

Feature Items

Alcam Amish Country
Creamery Butter Roll Butter m
Only o 49 ;
3339 L AL $4 11b. Roll

Ib. . ety ! 3849
Save 90¢ a |b.! 2 |b. Roll

Compare the color with other butter brands!

WINTER HOURS: WED. & SAT. 8AM-5PM. MON., TUES., THURS., & FRI. 8AM - 5:30PM

Located in Gleason. All prices subject to change. While supplies last.

STOP IN AND ENJOY OUR FRIENDLY, AGREEABLE SERVICE!

* Garages
 Cabins

° POYtﬂb‘e

storage SM€ Sheqy

Sizes from
8'x8’ to 14'x40°
Free Local Delivery

LLC

(715) 873-3338
Displays in Rhinelander and at
our Shop Located 1 Mile N. of Gleason on Hwy 17

= Gal‘den

veRsboOto
SENBEWS

If you would like to advertise
in the Gleason Corner, or have
a community event listed here

please contact:

Jennifer Gartmann

Phone: 715-218-1644

email: jgartmann@mmclocal.com

357737
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EMPLOYMENT

B Merrill Fire Department
= Firefighter Paramedic Recruitment

Minimum Qualifications (at time of hire)

18 years old.

« Certification as Firefighter | by the State of Wisconsin or an IFSAC
accredited agency.

« State of Wisconsin Licensed EMT-Paramedic. (although EMT-Basics may
still apply).

« Current Candidate Physical Ability Test (CPAT) certification.

« Valid driver’s license with acceptable driving record.

Employee Benefits

* 48/96 work schedule (2 days on & 4 days off).

 95% starting wage classification ($71,506).

« Rotating daily crew assignments (not always on ambulance).

» Multiple bonuses for certifications & education.

* Numerous backfill opportunities to earn overtime or comp. time (more time off).
« Liberal work trade policy (get off of work when you need to).

« Family style work environment (work where you feel appreciated).

« Lateral transfer accepted.

Application Process

« Gity of Merrill Employment Application
» Comprehensive letter of introduction
« Current Resume

Applications Due

Applications are available online at the City of Merrill website
(http://www.ci.merrill.wi.us). Applications Due 4:00 P.M. Thursday,
January 9, 2025 to the Merrill Fire Station at 110 Pier Street, Merrill, WI
54452. Any questions contact the Fire Chief Phone: 715-536-2233 Email:
fdadministrative@ci.merrill.wi.us AN EQUAL OPPORTUNITY EMPLOYER

| CLASSIFIEDS |

General Employment 7110 gl Dogs 7272 B Dogs nn

IN-HOME CAREGIVER: After-
noons 3 hrs/day. 4-5 days per
week. Help w/ meds, meals,
health & housekeeping. Strict
background check required.
$16/hour. Pine River area. Call or
text: 715-966-1935

Firewood L

DRY OAK & Hard Maple,
$250/cord. Over 15 mi is extra.
Have hard wood in wood shed
over a year old. Clean & no bark.
715-351-1888 or 715-873-4196.

You've Got H!

Sowebody Else Wants Il

Check The Classifieds.

AKC GERMAN SHEPHARD PUP-
PIES! 2-M $400 Serious inquiries
only! DOB 11/13 Very nice pup.
Shots DEW 715-304-1097 (12/30)

AKC REG. CAVALIEER KING
CHARLES SPANIAL PUPS. DOB
10/24 Shots, DEW, Vet Ck'd $800.
Call 715-644-5726 (1/6)

AUSSIE DOODLE PUPS
Shots/Worm/Vet ck'd, can deliver
$400-$500 715-255-2661
(#269146)12/30)nw

BICHAPOO KING CHARLES
CAVALIER MIXED PUP. Adorable
Faces Shots DEW Vet Ck'd $450
715-669-5928 (1/6)

time off.

Quality Service
Improving Education

JOB OPENING

CESA 9 is hiring a Business Operations Specialist:
Payroll & Accounts Payable to join our team! CESA

9 provides a supportive, engaging, and collaborative

work environment with competitive pay and benefits.

As a government entity we participate in the Wisconsin
Retirement System and provide full-time employees with
health, dental, life, long-term disability insurance, plus paid

Top qualifications of the position include:
e Post-secondary training in business administration,
accounting, finance or a related field

e Clerical or bookkeeping experience; accounting and/or
payroll related experience required

This is a full-time, year-round position based in our

Tomahawk office. Starting pay rate is based on experience.

For complete job description and application information,

go to: https://www.cesa9.org/about/employment.cfm

Online applications are due by January 3, 2025.
CESA 9 is an equal opportunity employer.

434385

WE'RE HIRING

CAVAPOO PUPS $700
Shots/Worm/Vet ck'd, can deliver
715-255-2661 (#269146)12/30)nw

For sale COLLIE PUPPIES! Shots
DEW Marion area $120 715-754-
5214 (12/30)

GERMAN SHEPARD/HUSKY
MIX: 2 adorable puppies (female)
available to a new home Jan 16th.
Will have first shots and de-
wormed. $200 (608) 697-6771

King Charles Cavalier PUPPIES
1-M 2-F vet ck'd DEW Shots 715-
701-2066 (12/30)

PUGALIERS PUP CAVALIER
KING CHARLES Mixed with PUG
PUPS. DOB 10/24 Shots, DEW,
Vet Ck'd $600. Call 715-644-5726
(1/6)

REGISTERD CAVALIER KING
CHARLES PUPS. Shots, Dews,
Vet Ck’'d Ready NOW Can deliver
700 Call 715-470-0458 (#509642)
12/30 am

WHOODLE PUPS
Shots/Worm/Vet ck’d, can deliver
$700 715-255-2661
(#269146)12/30)nw

Livestock 7284

ALL NAT. GRASS FED BEEF.
Butchered Jan 14th Vac. Pak. Incl.
Processing $6.50Ib. 715-250-2793

Hay and Straw 7288

Hay For Sale, 1st, 2nd & 3rd crop.
Dry and Baleage. 715-965-9370

Agriculture Services 7292

Hand Crafted Garden & Storage
Sheds, Garages & Cabins.
Many Styles and Options.
Sizes from 8' x 8' up
to 15' x 40" are available.
Call BAKER BARNS, LLC
715-873-3338
mile North of Gleason, Hwy 17

TOWN OF MERRILL

IS ACCEPTING APPLICATIONS FOR

2 MERRILL LOCATIONS

RECYCLING
ATTENDANT

Position will oversee the recycling bins during
the recycling collection times, which are twice

Apartments for Rent 7400
THE MEADOWS
APARTMENTS

1, 2, & 3 bedroom units in
Mamill, W1 For low & moderate
income indhaduals & families

Handicapped accessible

Units Available
Applances, hot water,
waber/seear

garbage service provided

Coin-op aundry facility

CALL MOW!
712-580-5360 or
Toll Free 855-441-8688
Certain income
restrictions apply

&3

This institution is an egqual
opportunity provider & employer

Large 2 bedroom apartment, at-
tached garage, in the country.
715-536-4210. Available immedi-
ately.

Lots and Acreage For Sale 7466

Awesome Land- 1544 acres,
building site Excellent location,
West of Appleton, School Rd. Only
$250,000. No answer, keep trying.
Herb 920-878-0005 or Jeremy
920-878-0288

Motorcycles 7502

BUYING SALVAGE MOTORCY-
CLES-ATVS-WATERCRAFT 920-
850-9299 Local Dealer Pickup

SUVs 1544

FORD ESCAPE: 2015, 4-door,
front wheel drive, 110,00 miles,
red, no rust, clean. $7,900. 715-
282-6613

Trucks 7546

204 Chevy for TRADE OLY, fo
chevy extended cab, normal

height to the road. White Lake
area. 262-497-9417

Painting and Wallpaper 7364

FRITZ BARN PAINTING rusty
Roofs, Metal Buildings Free Est.
608-221-3510 920-821-6311

a month, every other week, for 4 hour shifts.

APPLICATIONS AVAILABLE IN GLASS BULLETIN
BOARD AT W4594 PROGRESS AVENUE
AND AT--www.townofmerrillwi.gov
Call with questions at 715-536-4383

merrillfotonews.com

436821

Join the Lincoin
Production Grew
in Merrill, Wit

Lincoln Wood Products has proudly
provided work in Merrill for over 75
years, crafting high-end windows and
doors sold across the U.S. Be part of
a legacy of quality!

* Starting Pay up to $22/hr.

¢ First Shift Only - keep your evenings free!

¢ Seniority Incentives & Annual Shoe Allowance

¢ Transfer Incentive & OT after 8 hours daily

* Health Deductible = $750 Individual/$1,500 Family

TO APPLY:

j/u.';'.?“--f' A
YOUR WINDOW OF OPPORTUNITY JUST GOT BIGGER!

e 4 10-Hour Days
e Both shifts available
e Possible OT on Friday

e Attendance Bonus Program
(up to an additional $1.50/hr)

e Retirement & Life Insurance

J Oin our e Paid Holidays and Vacations

' e Excellent Low-Cost Benefits:
Team! Individual: $84/Month

Spouse: +$134/Month
Child: +$56/Month

Come build your
future with Lincoln
Wood Products.
Apply today
and be part of
something great!

430568

APPLY IN-PERSON 2025 Monthly Rates .:.:_::5 -
Two Locations: ~ * Apply in person at 1400 W. Taylor Street
605 N. Ohio St. | 1815 Water St. = (employment office - SW corner)

¢ Or Email your resume to

Questions? Call: 715-722-1884
See all opportunities at: SPI.CAREERS

Sierra Pacific is an (EOE) Equal Opportunity Employer, including those with a disability and veterans.

gebeyer@lincolnwindows.com
¢ Or go to www.indeed.com to search vacancies
We are an equal opportunity employer.

PACIFIC

WINDOWS




Thursday, January 2, 2025

MERRILL FOTO NEWS

Page 9

This aerial view shows the Lincoln Hills and Copper Lake
schools, the state’s youth prison in Irma in northern Wisconsin.
(Google Earth)

LINCOLN HILLS
from page 6

line with inflation during
that period.

Driving requests to
further hike rates: The
Department of Corrections
seeks $19.4 million in 2026
and $19.8 million in 2027 to
expand Mendota Mental
Health Institute’s capacity
from 29 beds for boys to 93
beds serving girls or boys —
an expansion required by
state law.

The expansion requires
adding 123 positions at the
facility. Such additions
affect calculations for the
rates of all state facilities
for incarcerated juveniles,
including Lincoln Hills.

Why are there
fewer incarcerated
students?

The trends driving
high costs at Lincoln Hills
started more than 20 years
ago, said Jason Stein,
president of the Wisconsin
Policy Forum.

First, Wisconsin is home
to increasingly fewer young
people.

The state’s population
of youth under 18 has been
shrinking. The state saw
a 3.2% dip between 2012
and 2021 — from 1,317,004
juveniles to 1,274,605
juveniles, according to a
Legislative Fiscal Bureau
report.

Juvenile arrests in
Wisconsin dropped by 66%
during the same period.

Meanwhile, judges
became reluctant to
sentence  juveniles  to

Lincoln Hills — even before
abuse allegations escalated
and prompted authorities
to raid the campus in 2015.
“I was the presiding
judge at Children’s Court,
when we blew open the fact
that kids weren’t getting an
education and they were
having their arms broken,”
said Mary  Triggiano,

“The cost of sending one young person to Lincoln Hills would be enough to pay
several young people working jobs over summer or the span of the school year,”
said Rep. Darrin Madison, D-Milwaukee. He is shown here speaking during a
press conference on Sept. 10, 2024, at the Wisconsin State Capitol in Madison,

Wis.

an adjunct professor at
Marquette University Law
School and former District
1 Circuit Court chief judge.

“But we knew before
that there were problems
with Lincoln Hills because
we watched the recidivism
rates. We would bring in
DOC and say: ‘Tell me what
kind of services you're
going to give. Tell me why
they’re not in school. Tell
me why youre Kkeeping
them in segregation for
hours and hours and
hours’ — when we know
that’s awful for kids who
experience trauma.”

Enrollment dropped
and costs increased, but
outcomes didn’t improve.

More than 61% of the 131
boys who left Lincoln Hills
in 2018 committed a new
offense within three years,
while about 47% of the 15
girls who left Copper Lake
reoffended. The recidivism
rate for boys during that
period was roughly the
same as it was for those
released in 2014. The rate
for girls was worse than the
nearly 42% it was four years
earlier.

Stein compared Lincoln
Hills to a restaurant that
tries to compensate for
lost customers by raising
meal prices. If prices keep
rising, customers will look
for a different restaurant,
he said.

“That, in a nutshell, is
how you get into this spiral
where you're seeing fewer
residents, higher rates, and
greater costs for counties,”
Stein said. “Then it’s just
rinse and repeat.”

How much do other
states spend to
incarcerate youth?

Wisconsin is not the only
state spending hundreds of
thousands of dollars per
juvenile it incarcerates.

A 2020 Justice Policy
Institute report showed
Wisconsin spent less than

NEIGHBORHOOD PROFESSIONAL AND RELIABLE SERVICE DIRECTORY

IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO
BE INCLUDED IN THIS
PUSINESS DIRECTORY
: PLEASE CALL

{ 715-536-7121

PODEWELT?Z,

Repair Service, LLC
Heating ¢ Cooling * Sheet Metal

% TRANE'

It’s Hard To Stop A Trane?

W2810 Hwy, C, Merrill

(715) 536-6791

M&EM BuildersiLc

A5\ 48 Interior & Exterior jrom start to finish!
Houses - Garages
Roofing - Pole Sheds
Siding - Decks

422674

Soffit - Fascia
5”-6” Gutters
Leaf Guards

Call for Free Estimate!

Work 715-560-8308
Home 715-773-8292

Merlin Schrock
Lublin, WI 54447

195697

Jerry Stutzman

the national average in
2020. But  Wisconsin’s
per-juvenile costs have
since more than tripled as
Lincoln Hills remains open

and incarcerates fewer
young people.
Incarcerating juveniles

is generally more expensive
than it is for adults, said
Ryan King, director of
research and policy at
Justice Policy Institute.
Rehabilitation plays a
bigger role in juvenile
corrections, and those
programs  cost  more.
Incarcerated children
typically access more
counseling, education
and case management
programs.

States nationwide are

Joe Timmerman photo.

¥ BADGER STATE
STEEL ROOFING

« Snaplok (hidden fastener) « Can Be Installed Over
An Existing Roof « 40 Year Factory Warranty  4-Star
Hail and Fire Resistant « Ventilated At Peak « Energy Star
Efficient « 28 Colors Available

Do it Once,
Do it Right!

FREE
ESTIMATES!

Tired of re-roofing
your house?

TRY A
STEEL ROOF!

715-314-2295

rethinking their approach
to youth incarceration as
crime rates fall and more
research shows how prison

damages children, King
said.

“There was an
acknowledgement that
locking kids up was not
only failing to make

communities safer, but it
was making kids worse, and
really just putting them in a
position where they were
more likely to end up in the
adult system,” he said.

How is Wisconsin
trying to reshape
juvenile justice?

In 2018, then-Gov.
Scott Walker signed Act
185, designed to restructure
the state’s juvenile justice

Mariah is Back
With us Full-Time!

¢ Men, Women, Teens, & Kids
(Book appointments for the whole family)

* Haircuts ¢ Perms ¢ Coloring * Weddings Mriah Chandler

8 1005 E. Main St. » 715-536-1345
LI
Hair - Merill Walk-Ins Welcome!

428643

SCRAP METAL

We’ll Pick it Up
¢ Clam Truck Service T

* Dumpster Service r
¢ Buying Cars & Trucks

2839

Co

Serving Central & Northern WI for over 80 years
Prompt Service ¢ Fair Prices

Cousineau Recycling

Hwy. 45 South, Antigo * Toll Free 866-330-3730 or 715-623-2372

/ﬂ' N * Build & Remodel  * Shop/Sheds

THORNE CONSTRUCTIONLLE + Complete Remodels ° Concrete/ICF Walls
715-432-5197 Joseph Thorne

Call Vernon
715-618-8232

¢ Hidden Fastener

¢ 28 Colors Available

* Steel or Asphalt Roofing

* Top Quality Work for Less

¢ Individual Homeowners,
Contractors, or Commercial

¢ Can Be Installed Over An
Existing Roof

* 40 Year Factory Warranty

¢ 4-Star Hail and Fire
Resistant

¢ \entilated At Peak

¢ Energy Star Efficient

&£ BADGERLAND
STEEL ROOFING

Tired Of Re-Roofing Your House? ¢ Tromes
Try a Steel Roof!

CALL TODAY FOR YOUR FREE ESTIMATE

system. The law Kicked

said Sharlen Moore, a

off plans for a new state Milwaukee alderwoman
youth prison in Milwaukee and co-founder of Youth
and authorized counties Justice Milwaukee.

to build their own secure,
residential care centers.
Milwaukee and Racine
counties are moving
forward on such plans
to build these centers.
The centers function
similarly to county jails:
County officials operate
them under Department
of Corrections oversight.
Officials hope keeping
youth closer to home will
help them maintain family

“Their brain just doesn’t
comprehend things in that
way.”

The law aimed to close
troubled Lincoln Hills and
give judges more options at
sentencing while balancing
the needs of juvenile
offenders and the public.
But those options have yet
to fully develop.

Today’s alternative
programs typically have
limited space and extensive

connections. waitlists. That won’t be
“We have always pushed fixed until more regional

smaller is better. You facilities go online.

can’t warehouse young

How else could
Wisconsin spend on
troubled youth?

Triggiano, now director
of the Marquette Law
School’s Andrew Center
for Restorative Justice, was
astounded to learn youth
incarceration costs could
nearly double next year.

“You just want to drop to
your knees because if I had
that money, we had that
money, what could we do
differently?” she said.

She quickly offered ideas:
programs that recognize
how traumatic experiences
shape behavior, violence

people like you do adults,”

A memorial to Corey Proulx, a Lincoln Hills School counselor who died in June
2024 following an assault by a 16-year-old prisoner, is shown on Nov. 1, 2024,
in Irma, Wis. Proulx’s death prompted calls from Republican lawmakers to lift
restrictions on pepper spray use at the youth prison.

Drake White-Bergey for Wisconsin Watch.

prevention outreach
in schools, community
See LINCOLN
HILLS page 10
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Trinity shows students what it was like to learn in a one-room school

BY TINA L. SCOTT
EDITOR

It’s one thing to teach
children about things
through reading about it,
talking about it, looking
at drawings or even
photographs, or even
watching a movie, and it’s
another thing entirely to
learn about something by
being totally immersed in
the experience. Students
in Mrs. Laura Marnholtz’s
first grade class at Trinity
Merrill Lutheran School
learned what it was like
to attend school at a little
one-room schoolhouse,
like many generations of
students learned in our
area prior to the 1960’s.

Mrs. Marnholtz said she
tries to make the experience
as authentic as possible.
Students were invited to
dress in simple attire as
similar to what students
wore in those early years as
possible, so most of the girls
wore dresses, with some
also donning aprons and
bonnets, while many other
students wore overalls and
button up shirts. Students
got to spend their day at the
Brickyard School located at
the Merrill Fairgrounds. To

What would Yo‘why?

| want

T would like to nom!
Herkind spir
present eagh '
are struggling 18
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day. Her
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to be a doctor to

nate Charlott

: | nature and
i, helpf willingness t0 help
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start with, students were
transported to the white
clapboard one-room school
building that morning by
horse-drawn wagon. “We’ve
been using the horse-drawn
wagon of Steve Lee for a
number of years now,”
Mrs. Marnholtz said. “It
has really added to the
authenticity of the field
trip.”

“The students dress as
students of yesteryear,
pack lunches in lard pails
or baskets, and try hard
not to pack modern lunch

s Featured student is

Daughter of

Craig and Danielle LaBarge

Charlotte is in Kindergarten at
Trinity Lutheran School. She was
nominated by Mrs. Lisa Johnson.

elp peop\e. ﬂ rr..,
¢ for student of tbe week.
cheerful attitude isalways
others when they
cognized as 2
Lisa Johnson

Student of the Week Sponsorec{ by:

\ 1401

| .]?LSL}_- ”

4

foods,” she said. “Instead
they pack juice in a jar,
hard boiled eggs, whole
fruit, homemade -cookKies,
and sandwiches wrapped
in wax paper or cloth
napkins.”

Once at the school, “They
learn about student life in a
one-room school from the
retired volunteer teachers,”
Mrs. Marnholtz  said.
That experience includes
“writing on slates, using

gsses .’

A ]

online at: merrillfotonews.com
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buttons for math, reading
from Dick and Jane books,
playing London Bridges for
recess, and washing their
hands with water from a
dipper,” she said. They
sat in attached old-school
desks, and learned about
ink wells and keeping the
school warm in the winter,
helping the teacher, ringing
the bells, and the ins and
outs of attending a one-
room school that were quite

different from what it’s like
to attend school in 2024.

“It’s a great comparison
and contrast of different
eras of learning in
America’s schools,” Mrs.
Marnholtz said.

And it’'s a safe bet
judging by the looks on
the children’s faces that
Trinity’s first  graders
enjoyed the experience.

Submitted photos.

LINCOLN HILLS
from page 9

mentorship programs —
evidence-based practices
shown to help children and
teens. Milwaukee County
had worked to create
some of those programs
before funding was pulled,
Triggiano said.

“It all got blown up in
a variety of ways at every
juncture,” she said. “Now
there’s going to be an
attachment to the secure
detention facility because
that’s all people could
muster up after being
slammed down every time
we tried to do something
that we thought was going
to work.”

State Rep. Darrin
Madison, D-Milwaukee,
echoed Triggiano and

offered additional spending
suggestions, such as
housing resources, mental
health support and summer
jobs programs.

“The cost of sending one
young person to Lincoln
Hills would be enough to
pay several young people
working jobs over summer
or the span of the school
year,” Madison said.

Wisconsin’s
disproportionate spending
on incarcerating its young
people runs counter to
the Wisconsin Idea, its
historical commitment to
education, he added.

“We’re so committed to

)

incarcerating people that
we’re willing to eat the cost
of doing so, as opposed to
making investments in
deterrence and getting
at the root cause of the
problems.”

Share your Lincoln
Hills story

If you or someone you
know has spent time in
Lincoln Hills or Copper
Lake schools — whether as
an incarcerated juvenile or
a staff member — we want
to hear from you. Your
perspectives could inform
our follow-up coverage of
these issues. Email reporter
Mario Koran at mkoran@
wisconsinwatch.org to get
in touch.
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Merrill Varsity Boys take fourth in
Hodag Wrestling tournament

BY TINA L. SCOTT
EDITOR

The Merrill Boys Varsity Wrestling
Team traveled to Rhinelander on Friday,
Dec. 20, 2024, to compete against 24 other
teams in the Hodag Scramble Wrestling
Tournament, and the Merrill Boys
performed well, with the Bluejays’ team
taking fourth place. “As a team, we were
well balanced, and every wrestler on the
team had at least two wins,” said Merrill
Boys Varsity Wrestling Team Head Coach
Brian Suchocki. “We had eight wrestlers in
the top five and nine in the top seven. We
are improving every week.”

“Noah led the way for us,” he said.
“Noah is really wrestling well right now.
He is more consistent and does a nice job
in all phases of wrestling. Noah dominated
his way to the final and then finished it off
with a big win against 18-0 Jordan Perkins
of Wautoma. It was a tight match, but Noah
pulled it out. We are very excited to see him
continue to compete every week.”

“Dusty and Remington also made the
finals,” Suchocki said. “Both have been
wrestling well all season.”

“Dusty was aggressive throughout the
day,” he said. “In the finals, he had a tough
time getting anything going but still had a
very good tournament.”

“Remington had a tough match early
that he pulled out in the quarter final,”
Suchocki said. “Then in the semis, he took
control before dropping his finals match.
Remington is doing a good job with his
set-ups, and he will continue to refine his
overall wrestling.”

“Carson and Callum both finished fourth
on the day,” he said. “Carson had a lot of

close matches that he turned into pins. It
was good to see him get some mat time.”

“Carson lost a lot of mat time the past
season due to injury,” Suchocki said, “so
getting these matches is definitely helping
his progress. Finding a way to get to his
offense will be important.”

“Callum had one of the toughest
brackets in the tournament,” he said. “He
dominated his way to the top four before
dropping two matches. As he continues to
get in these big matches, the more he will
develop this season.”

“Austin, Brett, and Broc all took fifth,”
Suchocki said. “Austin continues to battle
this season. Austin had many great matches
throughout the day. He capitalized on some
positions we had been working on.”

“Brett came back after being out for a
few matches and had a good day wrestling,”
he said. “Brett was very aggressive and did
a nice job battling back to get a pin in his
final match.”

“Broc is continuing his development. He
is getting more takedowns and controlling
his opponents well.”

“Josh came up with a nice pin to take
seventh place,” Suchocki said. “Josh is
starting to put some things together.”

“Will, Ryan, and Preston each won
two matches,” he said. “You can see the
progress with all three. All three practice
hard.”

“Overall, we had a solid

test for us and let us know where we stand
going into the second half of the season.”

Hodag Scramble 2024 individual
results for Merrill:

113 - Dustin Schmirler (10-2) placed 2nd
and scored 25.0 team points.

120 - Broc Suchocki (9-3) placed 5th and
scored 14.0 team points.

132 - Brett Suchocki (4-2) placed 5th and
scored 16.5 team points.

138 - Remington Skic (11-1) placed 2nd
and scored 25.0 team points.

144 - Callum Wheeler (8-4) placed 4th and
scored 18.0 team points.

150 - Ryan Coates (2-4) placed 19th and
scored 3.5 team points.

157 - Will Miemietz (4-8) placed 12th and
scored 4.0 team points.

175 - Austin Depies (9-3) placed 5th and
scored 16.0 team points.

190 - Carson Brooks (3-3) placed 4th and
scored 16.0 team points.

190 - Preston Schuelke (4-7) placed 15th.

215 - Noah Klug (11-1)
placed 1st and scored 31.0
team points.

285 - Josh Gustum (7-5)
placed 7th and scored 9.0
team points.

Team Scores:
1. Marathon 207.52
2. DC Everest 200.53

performance.”

“Our next competition is at
Whitewater for Mid-States,”
Suchocki said. “That is a

huge Christmas tournament
that will provide some tough
competition. It will be a good

Callum Wheeler wrestles his oponent in the 144 class.

Submitted photos.

Carson Brooks gets ready to take on an
opponent at the Hodag tournament.

Senate President Felzkowski appointed
to State Building Commission

Senate President Mary
Felzkowski (R-Tomahawk)
was appointed to the

Ballweg on the Commission
by Senate Majority Leader
Devin LeMahieu. She will

behalf of my constituents,
the taxpayers.”

The  State  Building

up.

3. Hayward 192.04

4. Merrill 178.05

5. Wittenberg-Birnamwood 172.56
6. Crandon 134.07

7. Lena 130.58

8. Northwestern 129.09

9. Eau Claire North 107.010
10. Kingsford HS 95.011

11. Rhinelander 80.012

12. Wautoma 77.013

13. Spencer/Columbus Cath. 70.514
14. Phillips 69.015

15. North Central 64.016

16. Tomahawk 63.017

17. Ashland 60.018

18. Amherst 59.019

19. Gladstone HS 53.020

20. Florence 51.021

21. Crivitz/Wausaukee 38.522
22. Rosholt 37.023

23. Iron Mountain HS 23.524
24. Chequamegon 22.025

25. Elcho 4.0

B T

i —

Dustin Schmirler competes in a wrestling match in the 113
class.

In the 215 class, Noah Klug (11-1) placed first at the Hodag
tournament. Here he wrestles one of his opponents in a match-

2025 High
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Merrill Bluejays pull off exciting victory over the Shawano Hawks

BY TINA L. SCOTT
EDITOR

The Merrill Varsity Boys
Basketball Team played
host to the Shawano Boys on
Tuesday, Dec. 17, 2024.

Despite a “closely
contested and challenging
match,” as described
by one spectator, the
Merrill Bluejays pulled
out a narrow win over the
Shawano Hawks in the
exciting closing seconds of
the non-conference game.

The home-game victory
gave the Merrill Boys a
much-needed victory with a
score of 54-53.

Box Score
Shawano 53 @ Merrill 54

 More photos online

merrlllfotonews com
-— - e —

Merrill Var3|ty Girls take first at Hodag Wrestling tournament

BY TINA L. SCOTT
EDITOR

Wrestling Team invited
their counterparts from
both Wausau East and DC

On Tuesday, Dec. 17,2024,  Everest high schools to a
the Merrill Girls Varsity practice scrimmage. “Tt

iy

RHINELANDER

RHINELANDER

Merrlll S Madlyn Hunter took first place and Natalia Woller took
third in the 107 class.

Adison Clark wrestles as her teammates look on.

was the first chance the
majority of the girls were
able to unofficially compete
against other girls,” said
Scott  Arneson, Merrill
Girls Wrestling Team Head
Coach. “The scrimmage
was just what the girls
needed to get prepared
for their first and last
competition of 2024.”

The Merrill Girls Varsity
Wrestling Team  then
traveled to Rhinelander
on Friday, Dec. 20, 2024,
for their first competition,
competing  against 16
other teams in the Hodag
Scramble Wrestling
Tournament, and the Lady
Jays walked away with a
phenomenal first place.

Of note since the

ATHLETE OF THE WEEK

The Merrill Girls VarS|ty Wrestling Team celebrating their first place win at the Hodag Scramble

Wrestling Tournament.

ladies were competing in
Rhinelander, Head Coach
Scott Arneson offered up
a couple pieces of trivia,
confiding that he was
formerly a Hodag himself,
having graduated from
Rhinelander High School,
and then noted that his
son, Scottie, is the current
Head Wrestling Coach for
Rhinelander High School.
“Merrill took 14 girls
to the individual Hodag

Holiday Wrestling
Tournament,” Arneson
said. “Their efforts were

Remington Skic, a Sophomore at Merrill High School (MHS), has been named Athlete of the Week for the week
of Jan. 2, 2025. Remington started wrestling at age four (his dad coached) and has been wrestling ever since. He
progressed through the Junior Jays and Prairie River Middle School (PRMS) and now wrestles on the MHS Varsity
Wrestling Team, competing at 138 pounds, and year round [club wrestling] for Askren Wrestling Academy [since

2020] and also attends wrestling camps year round.

He played football in seventh and eighth grades at PRMS, last year for MHS on JV2 as a defensive back, and this
fall for MHS on JV as a defensive back and wide receiver. Remington also plays baseball, coming up through Little
League, then Babe Ruth baseball in seventh and eighth grades, to the MHS Baseball Team last season; and he

said he plans to play again this spring.

At school, Remington belongs to the Junior Optimist Club and the Fellowship of Christian Athletes. In the summer,
he works for his dad at Green Lawn Underground Sprinklers installing irrigation systems. In his free time, he likes
to hunt (deer, bear, turkey, goose), ice fish with family, and hang out with friends or go out to eat.

The son of Brenda and Wally Skic of Merrill, Remington has a 4.0 GPA and is undecided about his career plans

after high school graduation.

Remington Skic
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extraordinary, their
attitudes awesome, and
their performances were
‘above’ par.”

Both Coach Ali Natzke
and Coach Arneson said
they were very proud of the
girls’ performances.

“The girls will practice
several times over the
Christmas  break and
get ready for a very
busy January full of
competition,” Arneson
said.

“It is never too late to
join our high school girls
wrestling team,” he said.
“We still have plenty of
room for girls looking to get
in better shape, who want
to work hard while trying
something new, and who
want to become the best
version of themselves.”

“Middle school and
elementary age girls, we
also have practices for
you starting in January,”
Arneson said. “Merrill
Girls Wrestling is working
to be one of the best
programs in the state.
Join us and be part of the
excitement.”

Hodag Scramble 2024
individual results for

Submitted photos.

107 - Madlyn Hunter took
first and Natalia Woller
took third.

114 - Katelynn Grawien
took fifth and Gracie
Vanvuren took sixth.

126 - Kendell Klug took
third.

132 - Adison Clark took
first, and Kaylynn Allen
took second.

138 - Caroline Durban
took third.

152 - Bryanna Doerr took
sixth.

165 - Marissa Miles took
third, and Liberty Fuchs
took sixth.

185 - Merin Yates took
third, and Kylee Hoffman
took fifth.

235 - Shelby Yates took
third.

Team results:

Merrill took
place over the teams
from Ashland, Spencer,
Chequamegon, Tomahawk,
DC Everest, Hayward
Community Schools,
Kingsford, Ambherst,
Athens, Crivitz, Elcho,
Florence, Lena, Marathon,
Phillips, Rosholt, Laona-
Wabeno, Wautoma,
Wittenberg-Birnamwood,
Crandon, Gladstone, Iron

first
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Merrill:
100 - Natalia Woller took
first.
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