
Also requesting hygiene products this year.
Bring in your toys for local families

Drop box at AmericInn
3300 E. Main St.

421036

Merrill Fire Department’s Annual
Holiday Toy Drive • Now - Nov. 18

October 18 & 19, 2024 • 5-9 pmOctober 18 & 19, 2024 • 5-9 pm
Calvary Lutheran ChurchCalvary Lutheran Church

N365 Cain Creek RoadMerrill, WIN365 Cain Creek RoadMerrill, WI

Family Friendly walk filled with
over 300 carved jack-o-lanterns!
Free will donation at entrance.

Friday - Fish Fry
Saturday - Steak & Pork Sandwiches

Join us for: games, food,
music, beer tent, raffle baskets,

bonfire, luminary walk, baked goods,
concessions andmore!!

Come out and have a blast with fall halloween fun!!!Come out and have a blast with fall halloween fun!!!
Featuring: DavidMichael Sargent (Friday)Featuring: DavidMichael Sargent (Friday)

Carl Jackson and the Barn Dance Band (Saturday)Carl Jackson and the Barn Dance Band (Saturday)

Fall Fest for families to enjoy. Portion of proceeds
goes back to the community and will support

Raise Your Voice, who are dedicated to bring mental health
awareness and suicide prevention.
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Alum Cans
over regular

price thru
8/31/24

Mon - Fri 7:30 AM - 3:45 PM
2900 Sherman Wausau, WI (715) 298-9330

Mon - Fri 7:30

+3¢

40
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11/31/24

715-675-5856 • HsuGrowingSupply.com

419560

• Order Bulk by Phone • Order Small Items Online
• Pickup in Person

All-in-OneAll-in-One
Halloween Decorating Bundle:Halloween Decorating Bundle:

Cornstalks, Pumpkins, Bales & a Weekly Leaf Bin Pickup: $99
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NEW !  See the 
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BY TINA L. SCOTT
EDITOR

The Merrill Area 
Chamber of  Commerce held 
their annual celebration, 
banquet, and awards 
ceremony to recognize 
local area businesses and 
announce their Chamber 
Business of  the Year 
Awards on Oct. 10, 2024. The 
banquet hall at Les & Jim’s 
Lincoln Lanes was filled 
with Chamber members 
and local community 
leaders including Merrill’s 

Mayor, “gathering to 
celebrate the successes of  
Merrill’s thriving business 
community,” a press release 
from the Chamber said.

The highlight of  the event 
was the announcement of  
the Chamber Business of  
the Year awards, with all 
businesses nominated by 
and then voted on by their 
peers - the membership of  
the Merrill Area Chamber 
of  Commerce. “This 
year’s winners reflect the 
diversity and strength of  
Merrill’s businesses and 

organizations,” the release 
said. 

The award for 2024 Large 
Business of  the Year went to 
Les & Jim’s Lincoln Lanes 
with Mark Bares accepting 
on behalf  of  the business. 
2024 Mid-Size Business of  
the Year was awarded to 
Associated Bank; Merrill 
Branch Manager Emily 
Gibson and her team 
accepted the award. 2024 
Small Business of  the Year 
was awarded to the Lincoln 
County Humane Society; 
Board of  Directors member 

Katie Helmstadter accepted 
on behalf  of  the Board. 

The 2024 Hometown 
Business of  the Year award 
went to Westside Market 
and Easy Wash Laundromat 
and owners Mark Raymer 
and Ryan Peacock and their 
employees accepted the 
award. The Merrill Police 
Association was named 
2024 Non-profit Business 
of  the Year, and Clyde 
Nelson accepted the award 

2024 Merrill Area Chamber of 
Commerce Awards

See AWARDS  
page 10

2024 Legacy Award: Weinbrenner Shoe Company for 88 years of serving 
Merrill.� Photos courtesy of Merrill Area Chamber of Commerce.

2024 Large Business of the Year: Les & Jim’s 
Lincoln Lanes.

BY TINA L. SCOTT
EDITOR

On Sept. 25, 2024, an 
official ceremony and 
ribbon cutting was held at 
the new Gruling Family 
Playground located next 
to the Agra Pavilion at 

Rotary Park near the River 
Bend Trail in Merrill. 
Members of  the Gruling 
family gathered to share a 
few words and thank Dan 
Wendorf  at the Merrill 
Parks and Recreation 
Department and the City 
of  Merrill for helping 

them honor their parents 
with the addition of  the 
new playground, named 
in honor of  their parents, 
Bob and Eppie Gruling, 
who were longtime Merrill 
residents and died in 2018 
and 2023, respectively. 

Representatives from the 

City of  Merrill, including 
Mayor Steve Hass, and staff 
and ambassadors from 
the Merrill Area Chamber 
of  Commerce were also 

Gruling Family Playground now 
open at Agra Pavilion

See  
PLAYGROUND 

page 9

L to R:  Bob “BJ” Gruling, Mary Robinson, Tim Gruling, and 
Kay Gruling/Buttke, the children of Bob and Eppie Gruling, pose 
by playground they sponsored in honor and memory of their 
parents.� Submitted photo.

The new small playground provides little ones with something 
to do during events held at the Agra Pavilion and when families 
visit the River Bend Trail or Rotary Park in Merrill.                      
� Tina L. Scott photo.

The Gruling Family Playground was created by the children 
of, and in memory of, Bob and Eppie Gruling of Merrill, in 
conjunction with the Merrill Area Park & Recreation Department.               
� Tina L. Scott photo.

City representatives, the Gruling family, and the Merrill Area 
Chamber of Commerce all gathered for a celebratory ribbon 
cutting.� Tina L. Scott photo.

Bob Gruling
� Submitted photo.

Eppie Gruling
� Submitted photo.



Elizabeth McCrank forElizabeth McCrank for
Assembly District 35Assembly District 35
Elizabeth McCrank for
Assembly District 35
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NEW!
YODER’S FINE FOODS

Apple Butter
$369

16 oz.

Apple Butter -
No Granulated
Sugar Added
$369

16 oz.

PRAIRIEPRAIRIE
PINESPINES

PRAIRIEPRAIRIEPRAIRIEPRAIRIE
PINESPINESPINESPINES

DELI SPECIALS
Extra Sharp Cheddar
$529

lb.
Oven Roasted
Turkey Breast
$599

lb.

Premium Pine Wood Pellets
$649

40 lbs.
$300 a ton

715-873-4840

All prices subject to change. While supplies last.Located in Gleason.Located in Gleason.
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STOP IN AND ENJOY OUR FRIENDLY, AGREEABLE SERVICE!

SUMMER HOURS:WED. & SAT. 8AM-5PM. MON., TUES., THURS., & FRI. 8AM - 6PM

JIM’S CHEESE SPECIALS

Mild Cheddar Cheese -
Wisconsin Shape
$199 4 oz.

Monterey Jack With Dill
$299

7.5 oz.

Sharp Cheddar Round
- Wax Coated
$799

1 lb.

Fresh Shipment of
Deer Apples this Week!

We Raise Sunken
Concrete

715-359-1900
FREE ESTIMATES

www.ableconcreteraising.com • acrwausau@yahoo.com

• Steps
• Sidewalks
• Basement Floors

• Garage Floors
• Driveways
• Patios

DON’T REPLACE IT - RAISE IT!
A Fraction Of The Cost Of Replacement

Winter is coming!
Make snow shoveling

easier, level your
sidewalks and

driveways.
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Pet of the Week

SPONSORED BY

Foto News
2011 E. Main St.

This stunning boy is Renegade! He is the
sweetest boy who loves to get attention
and is good with other cats! Renegade is
great around people and is quite the love!
Renegade is vaccinated, neutered, and
micro-chipped, and he is ready to find his
forever home!
Visit the Lincoln County Humane Society,
310 N. Memorial Dr., in Merrill. Hours:
MON. - SAT. 12-4 PM & SUN. 12-2 PM.
Call the shelter at 715-536-3459, or
visit us on the web at www.furrypets.com.413722
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Drive to be removed

BY TINA L. SCOTT
EDITOR

At the Oct. 8, 2024, 
regular City of  Merrill 
Common Council meeting. 
a motion to remove the 
towering red pine trees 
located on the east side of  
the Merrill Fairgounds 
along Memorial Dr. passed 
7-1. The motion came at 
the recommendation of  the 
Fairgrounds Committee 
and City Administrator, 

City Engineer, and Public 
Works Director Rod 
Akey. Several factors 
were considered in 
recommending the removal 
of  the tall pines, including 
the presence of  “a three-
phase power line next to 
the trees,” and that “the 
trees shade Memorial Dr. 
which contributes to icing 
problems in the winter.”

The Lincoln County 
Rodeo Association donated 
decorative fencing that 

will be placed around 
the perimeter of  the 
Fairgrounds, Akey said. 
And he recommended 
removal of  the mature trees 
prior to installation of  the 
fence. 

Following a short 

discussion at the Common 
Council meeting, the 
motion to remove the 
trees passed 7-1 on a voice 
vote. Alderperson Michael 
“Gus” Caylor, Jr. was the 
lone nay vote.

A view of the pine trees along the east side of the Merrill 
Fairgrounds taken from the sidewalk facing north. (The red roof 
of the Lincoln County Humane Society is just visible through the 
trees on the left.)� Photo courtesy of the City of Merrill.

A view of the towering red pines along Memorial Dr., taken 
facing southwest. Just one of the trees falling or snapping off 
could take out the power lines. 
� Photo courtesy of the City of Merrill.



Merrill Area
UnitedWay

GIVE •ADVOCATE
•VOLUNTEER

420717

Merrill Area United Way • Dee Olsen, Executive Director
This has been a tragic month for the United States. Hurricane Helen has ravaged the
eastern U.S. states, and the incredible damage done in Florida by hurricane Milton is
more than most people can handle. The loss of family, home, destroyed forests, lands
and infrastructure is unfathomable. Even if you are not in those areas, you are and will
be affected by loss. Watching news reports shows how we cannot rely on government
to provide the aid needed, but we can all be touched by the incredible people who have
gone to volunteer and help others through this horrific time. God Bless the American
people. While the distance between Merrill and the Eastern coastal states is great,
the heartfelt compassion for what those people are going through is very, very near
and dear to our heart. If you can support the efforts in any way possible, please do it.

On the home front, United Way is in the middle of our annual campaign to raise
dollars to help our local families. Hundreds of families are faced with a vast number
of struggles. These can be financial struggles, childcare struggles, putting food on the
table, preparing for the inevitable heating bills that are around the corner with winter
nipping at out heals. Some severe needs are in dealing with homelessness, mental
health concerns, transportation and medical needs. There are many programs that
exist to help people, yet we know not all needs are being met. The agencies that
receive United Way funding rely heavily on the dollars they are allocated to carry out
the programs they offer. It is so important that we reach our campaign goals, so that
these relevant programs continue to help people and not fall by the wayside.

The campaign is still underway. Once it is concluded, we then go through the
allocation process to determine how much we have available to fund our agencies
and then ultimately, how much each agency will receive based on the success of
the campaign. We can only give out, what we have coming in. In 2024 United Way
disbursed $219,280 to agencies that provide services in the focus areas of immediate
basic needs, health and education.

The United Way campaign runs through early November. These donations come from
individuals, families, retirees, and companies. So far, this year’s campaign seems to
be off to a little slower start. We remain hopeful that more donations will come in so
we can sustain the same level of giving as the prior year, allowing us to support all 19
agencies. All donated dollars stay local to help your neighbors, family, and friends. To
donate send checks to Merrill Area United Way, at P. O. Box 813, Merrill 54452. Our
website is www.merrillareaunitedway.org. There you can also find a QR Code to make
an online donation through Stripe. For further information email us at Delores.Olsen@
merrillareaunitedway.org or call our part-time office at 715-536-2016.
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Fall Brush Clean-up
NOTICE

City of Merrill Residents
The City of Merrill Street Department will be having a
Fall Brush Clean-up. All City of Merrill residents will be
allowed to place brush on the boulevard, on their regularly

scheduled garbage day, during the week of
October 28-31, 2024.

Please place brush, butt ends toward the street, next to
your garbage and recyclables.

Your brush pile must not exceed 4’ high by 6’ wide.
Your brush must be on the boulevard by 7:00 AM. We
will not pick up any brush that is not out by 7:00 AM on
your regularly scheduled garbage day. We will still collect

bundled brush throughout the year, as usual.
Dustin Bonack - Street Superintendent
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Don’t forget Nifty Thrifty Sales are the 4th Friday of every month,

AND REMEMBER…THRIFTING IS FUN!!!

St. Vincent de
Paul Thrift Store

What’s Happening at

1004 E. Main Street, Merrill, WI

Hours: Monday thru Friday 9AM to 5PM

Nifty Thrifty Sale
Friday, October 25, 2024

50%
OFF

Come Early...
7 AM-7 PM
(special hours for

this day only)

OF EVERYTHING
IN THE STORE!

JOIN NOW AND
GET THE REST OF

THE YEAR FOR FREE,
WITH A TOY DONATION!

536-2481www.riversideathletic.com
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“Three years ago, I set an easy goal
for myself. After reaching that goal, I
set a more difficult goal. Now working

out is a part of my routine.”

Established in 1981 Megan Kautzer

W6322 CTH-OMedford,WI 54451 1-800-688-0104

• One piece Polyethylene construction
• Available in two sizes 68”or 78”diameter
• 5 or 6 window option
• 9”x 26”smoked glass oval windows
•Window in door • Roof vent option
• Windows & door frame with weather stripping
• Designed for gun or bow
• 2 1/2”bottom flange for ground staking
• Easily mounted to your raised platform
• Costs up to 30% less than many other brands

FROM$989 to $1149 Hunting
Blinds 36

53
93
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Dear Reader,

In the quiet moments 
of  reflection, when the 
world around us falls still, 
it is natural to wonder 
about those who have 
gone before us. They lived, 
they loved, they achieved 
noble purposes, and now, 
they dwell in the spiritual 
realm, a world that seems 
distant yet so intimately 
connected to our own. The 
question arises: Can we 
summon their guidance, 
their wisdom, to help us 
navigate the challenges 
of  life and fulfill our own 
noble purposes?

It is a comforting 
thought to imagine that 
those we cherished in life 
could reach back across 
the divide to offer us 
support. We often think of  
them as watching over us, 
their presence felt in the 
whispers of  intuition or 
the sudden, inexplicable 
clarity that descends 
upon us in moments of  
need. But is there a way 
to actively seek their 
counsel, to draw upon 
their strengths and love in 
a way that influences our 
own journey?

The idea of  summoning 
those who have passed, 
much like Aladdin’s three 
wishes, is a compelling one. 
Yet, unlike a magical lamp, 
the spiritual world operates 
on principles that we may 
not fully comprehend. 
Perhaps it is not a matter 
of  summoning, but rather 
of  aligning ourselves 
with the higher purposes 
they embodied. When 
our goals are steeped in 
goodness and love, when 
we strive to add light to a 
world often shrouded in 
darkness, we may find that 
their influence naturally 
flows into our lives. It is 
as though the veil between 
the physical and spiritual 
world thins, allowing their 
energy to blend with ours.

This raises the question: 
Are we truly alone in our 
struggles, left to our own 
devices to fight dragons 
and defend the vulnerable? 
Or are we, in fact, 
accompanied by unseen 
forces—guardian angels 
assigned to us in childhood, 
perhaps, or angelic warrior 
guides who step in as we 
mature? These beings, if  
they exist, could be seen 
as extensions of  the love 
and guidance from those 
who have departed. They 
are the guardians of  our 
souls, nudging us toward 
the right path, helping us 
bear the burdens that life 
inevitably places upon us.

As hybrids of  the 

physical and spiritual 
realms, we walk a unique 
path. Our souls, tethered 
to this world by the body, 
are still deeply connected 
to the spiritual plane. In 
our imperfection, we long 
for the perfection that 
our souls might achieve 
once freed from the body. 
But what if  we could 
draw upon that spiritual 
perfection even now? What 
if  we could channel some 
of  the purity and wisdom 
from the other side into 
our daily lives?

It is possible, perhaps, to 
reach out and connect with 
the spiritual world more 
intentionally. Through 
prayer, meditation, or 
simply living a life aligned 
with higher principles, 
we might open ourselves 
to the influence of  those 
who have gone before us. 
In doing so, we are not 
only connecting with them 
but also drawing from 
the eternal into the finite. 
We become conduits for 
the love and wisdom that 
transcends this earthly 
existence, allowing it to 
flow through us and into 
the world around us.

Ultimately, life may 
indeed be a test, a proving 
ground for the soul. But it 
is also an opportunity—a 
chance to blend the 
physical with the spiritual, 
to draw upon the resources 

of  both worlds as we strive 
to fulfill our purpose. And 
in this endeavor, we are 
not alone. The spiritual 
world, with all its love and 
wisdom, is closer than we 
think, ready to support us 
as we walk our path.

So, as we move forward, 
let us do so with the 
knowledge that we are 
supported by those who 
have gone before us, by 
guardian angels, and by 
the very perfection that 
awaits us in the spiritual 
realm. We are here for a 
reason, and with the help 
of  the unseen, we can 
fulfill that purpose with 
grace and courage.

PATRICK J. WOOD
Publisher

Author of “Reflections” a new book
now available on Amazon. 

Reaching Beyond The Veil
PUBLISHER’S LETTER Park City Gardens 2024

It was another great 
summer for Park City 
Gardens. The skies above 
provided plenty of  rain 
to keep the beautiful city 
gardens looking great, 
and the community truly 
enjoyed all of  the blooms 
and pops of  color in the 
community. A special 
thanks to all the gardeners 
who are dedicated to 
planting and maintaining 
the 20 gardens throughout 
the city. Also, a special 
thank you to all of  the 
donors that help to fund all 
the beautiful plants, flowers, 
soil, etc. 

Many, many people 
have commented on how 
beautiful Merrill is in 
the summer with all the 
gardens.

Park City Gardens 
is always looking for 
additional gardeners and 
board members to assist 
in keeping this program 

growing in the future. If  you 
are interested in either role, 
please call Katy Weckwerth 
at 715.218.5092.

A donation to Park City 
Gardens is also a wonderful 
way to remember a loved 
one or honor someone with 
a birthday or anniversary 
donation. Going forward, 
these donations will be 

acknowledged in the Foto 
News and on the Positively 
Merrill Facebook Page. 
Donations will live on 
in the beautiful gardens 
throughout Merrill. 
Donations (and in honor 
of  or in memory of  
information) may be sent 
c/o: Lynn Reindl, PO Box 
317, Merrill, WI 54452.

Please send announcements, news 
briefs, photo submissions and letters 

to the editor to: tscott@mmclocal.com



Karen I. Diels
 Karen  I.  Diels,  age  84,  of
Mer rill, WI, passed away
peace fully, while sur rounded
by fam ily, on Fri day, Oc to ber
4, 2024. Karen, a beloved wife,
mother, grand mother, great-
grand mother, sis ter, aunt, and
friend was born on Au gust 17,
1940, in Mer rill, WI, to the late
Her man and Ivy (Gart mann)
Hoff man.
 In her late teens, Karen met
Allan “Butch” Diels, the love
of her life, and they were mar ‐
ried on Oc to ber 11, 1958. To ‐
gether they raised two won der ‐

ful chil dren, Tim and Scott. The fam ily en joyed a happy life
in Mer rill after re lo cat ing from Two Rivers, WI. Karen was
em ployed at Lin coln Wood Prod ucts where she was the first
fe male em ployee ever hired and she was very proud of that.
Karen’s quick wit and de ter mi na tion showed every one that
women could make it in a “Man’s world”. Karen started her
em ploy ment with Lin coln Wood Prod ucts in 1967 where she
worked until her re tire ment.
 Al though she was proud of her ac com plish ments through out
her ca reer, Karen also ded i cated her self to car ing for her
chil dren and her fam ily. It was im por tant to Karen that she
was close to her fam ily. She would spend Fri day nights
going out to eat with her fam ily, hav ing craft days with her
grand chil dren, de liv er ing her sugar cook ies that every one
loved, call ing her fam ily on their birth days so that she could
sing  “Happy Birth day”  to  them,  cre at ing  themes  for
Christ mas cel e bra tions (she was will ing to do any thing that
her grand chil dren asked her to do), and host ing her fa mous
an nual “Farm Party” for over 30 years. It was rare that a day
went by that Karen and Butch did not spend time with their
chil dren or grand chil dren. Karen’s legacy of love and the im ‐
por tance of fam ily will for ever re main in the hearts of those
who knew her.
 Karen leaves be hind her hus band, Allan “Butch” Diels; her
chil dren, Tim (Sherri) Diels, and Scott (Mary Jo) Diels, both
of Mer rill, WI; her grand chil dren, Keith Diels, Kristina
(Zach) Pat ter man, Court ney (Dan) Diels-Os ness, Derek
Diels,   Hunter  (Kaylin)  Diels,    and  Chantelle   (Zack)
An der son; and her great-grand chil dren, Cay den Diels, Adein
Diels,  Kaylee Pat ter man,  and Riley Pat ter man.
 A cel e bra tion of life gath er ing was held on Fri day, No vem ‐
ber 15, 2024, from 2:00 PM to 7:00 PM, with a late lunch
served at 3:00 PM, at the Agra Pavil ion at 404 S. Park Street
in Mer rill. Gen er a tions Fu neral Home & Cre ma tory of Tom ‐
a hawk is as sist ing the fam ily. View Karen’s obit u ary and
leave on line con do lences at gen er a tions fu neral.com.

Steven James Sharon
 Steven James
Sharon of Pel i can
Lake, passed away
un ex pect edly on
Oc to ber 8, 2024, in
Marathon County while hunt ‐
ing  with  long-time  friends
fol low ing   a   sud den   health
in ci dent while in the woods.
He was 68 years old.
 Steve was born on Jan u ary 14,
1956, in Antigo, Wis con sin, to
the  late  James  Sharon  and
Mil dred (Mag nu son) Sei dlitz.
He  at tended  grade  school  in
Antigo   until   his   fam ily re ‐

lo cated to Mer rill where his fa ther op er ated the Chevro let
garage. He grad u ated from Mer rill High School with the
class of 1974.
 It was there, in Mer rill, on grad u a tion day when he met his
fu ture  wife,  Jane  Bor chardt.  Fol low ing  high  school,  he
en listed in the United States Air Force where he worked as a
me chanic on B-52’s. While serv ing in the Mil i tary, he asked
Jane for her hand in mar riage. The cou ple were mar ried on
June 24, 1978, at Trin ity Lutheran Church in Mer rill. He and
Jane lived in Cal i for nia after they were mar ried where he
was sta tioned. They were blessed with a son, Chad Sharon.
Steve loved spend ing time out doors, hunt ing and fish ing,
cher ish ing every mo ment spent with his late son and fa ther.
 Steve worked var i ous sales and de liv ery jobs in the Mer rill
area to in clude Mer rill Candy, Seeger Dairy, Host ess and GB
Vend ing. In 2005 Steve suf fered a heart at tack ul ti mately
lead ing him to new ca reers. In 2002, he and Jane re lo cated to
Pel i can Lake where they made their for ever home. He drove
school bus for sev eral years and later de cided to go back to
school  where  he  earned  his  cer tifi cate  as  an  EMT,  thus
be gin ning his sec ond ca reer span ning 15 years. He also
worked at the Rhinelander Hos pi tal as an IV Tech. Steve and
Jane en joyed trav el ing, both by car and on their mo tor cy cle.
When he re tired in 2019, they started trav el ing to Sur prise,
Ari zona, ini tially rent ing a home and even tu ally pur chas ing
their own home where they would spend the win ter months.
Steve was a kind-hearted, car ing man, he will be deeply
missed by his fam ily and many close friends.
 He is sur vived by his wife of 46 years, Jane, brother, Tom
Sharon, sis ter-in-law, Sandy (Glenn) Frank, nephews, Jim
(Brenda) Frank, Jason Frank, niece, Pam (Jon) Wol ford, and
great niece, Sadie Wol ford.
 Steve is pre ceded in death by his son, Chad Sharon, par ents,
and brother, David Sharon.
 Per Steve's wishes, no ser vices will be held.
 Weber-Hill  &  Packard   Fu neral   Home   of   Cran don  is
as sist ing the fam ily with arrange ments.

Den nis W. ‘Denny’ Ebner
 Den nis W. ‘Denny’
Ebner,   73,   of
Mer rill, peace fully
passed away at his
home under the
care of his lov ing daugh ters
and Com pas sus Hos pice on
Sat ur day, Oc to ber 5, 2024.
 Denny was born Jan u ary 15,
1951, in La Crosse, WI, the
son   of   Wal ter   ‘Walt’  and
Pa tri cia ‘Pat’ (Sut ton) Ebner.
Denny grew up in Wausau and
grad u ated from Wausau East
High School and was ac tive in
many sports. He com pleted

weld ing train ing at North cen tral Tech ni cal Col lege in
Wausau.  Denny mar ried his best friend, San dra ‘Sandy’
Bau mann on Oc to ber 21, 1972, in Mer rill. He also served his
coun try in the United States Army Re serves. Denny began
his ca reer as a welder at Marmet Cor po ra tion in Wausau.
Dur ing his ca reer, he also worked at Goetsch’s Weld ing and
re tired from North ern Wire in Mer rill.
 Denny was a well-known taxi der mist in the Mer rill and sur ‐
round ing  areas.   For  32  years,  he  op er ated  ‘Denny’s
Taxi dermy’ and shared his skill with many avid fish er men
and hunters. He en joyed both rifle and bow hunt ing and the
great out doors. In his later years after re tire ment, he en joyed
using his cross bow. Denny and Sandy en joyed spend ing time
out doors, es pe cially at their fa vorite fish ing holes. While the
girls were grow ing up, the fam ily would take an nual va ca ‐
tions to Pit lik’s Re sort in Eagle River. Denny loved being
busy and en joyed tak ing care of his house and yard. He cher ‐
ished spend ing time with his fam ily and friends and will be
re mem bered for his com i cal per son al ity.
 Denny is sur vived by two daugh ters, Michelle Skid more,
Wausau and An gela (John) Chatham, Cedar Grove, TN;
grand son, Justin Feck of Wausau; grand daugh ter, Cas san dra
Feck of Wausau; and grand daugh ter, Tyler Chatham (fiancé
Hunter Walker) of Jack sonville, FL; sis ter, Penny (Alan)
Will of Wausau; nephew, Chad (Katie) Will of Wausau; and
niece, Ami John son of Wausau. He lost the love of his life,
Sandy, on Au gust 31, 2020, he was also pre ceded in death by
his par ents.
 Per Denny’s wishes, a pri vate fam ily ser vice will be held to
lay him and his wife to rest in union at a later date. Tay lor-
Stine Fu neral & Cre ma tion, Mer rill is as sist ing the fam ily.
 On line con do lences may be made at www. tay lors tine fune 
ralh ome. com.

From Selection to Design to setting,
All of our Work is Proudly done In - House

20 N. 2nd St., Tomahawk, WI • 715-453-6523
Visit us at: www.tomahawkmonument.com

Email us at: contactus@tomahawkmonument.com

Specialists in Pre-Needs Planning

Your Family’s
Personal Memorialist
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Funeral Home and
Cremation Services

903 E. Third St. • Merrill, WI
715-536-6244

www.taylorstinefuneralhome.com

Richard A. Stine, Director
Leah D. Reist, Director
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Leah D. Reist, Director
McKenna K. Meunier, Director

In Memoriams

Stop or call
our o e to
place your ad.

We can
assist you
in ding
a heartfelt
way to

honor and
remember
your loved

one.It’s hard to believe it’s
been 2 years already
since you le s.
We think of you

every day.

Love & Miss You
Jane, Sue & Bob

In Loving
Memory of

JOHN DOE
Apr. 9, 1954-Aug. 6, 2014

2011 E. Main St., Merrill
715-536-7121
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Merrill
Monument
N2182 CTH K

Merrill, WI 54452

715-536-6654

• Custom Etching
• Pre-Need Monuments

• Final Dates & Inscriptions
• Custom Cemetery Work

WeHave
Over 15,000+ Designs
In Our Portfolio
Plus Over

100Monuments In Stock

STORE HOURS: Mon. - Fri. 9am - Noon & 1pm - 4pm
EMAIL US:merrillmonument@gmail.com
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We can help you record your wishes so
they won’t have to wonder. Call today.

Will your family know
what you wanted?

WAID FUNERAL
AND CREMATION

SERVICE
301 Eagle Drive

Merrill, WI
(715) 536-4646

www.WaidFuneral.com
Email: info@waidfuneral.com

41
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William Her bert Cohrs
 William Her bert
Cohrs passed
peace fully to his
heav enly home on
Oc to ber 10, 2024.
He was born on Jan u ary 2,
1939 in Mer rill to Her bert and
Irene  (Boettcher)  Cohrs.  He
at tended St. John Lutheran
School and grad u ated from
Mer rill High. William mar ried
Car olyn (Bar ney) on Oc to ber
1, 1966. They re cently cel e ‐
brated 58 years of mar riage.
 He joined the Army Na tional
Guard and was ac tive for ten

years spend ing time in Wash ing ton state. He helped or ga nize
an nual re unions for years for the Guard and was very proud
of his ser vice. He took part in the Honor Flight in 2022.
 Willie and Car olyn ran the fam ily farm which has been in
the fam ily for more than 140 years, rais ing dairy and beef
cat tle, horses, sheep, chick ens, emus and pea cocks. As a
farmer, he could build, re model, and re pair al most any thing.
 He was a skilled elec tri cian, spend ing more than 30 years at
Wausau Pa pers where he made many life long friends.
 He es pe cially en joyed deer hunt ing, boat ing, play ing
Sheepshead and crib bage, bik ing, walk ing, and fish ing in the
fam ily  pond. His  pas sion  was  spend ing  as  much  time  as
pos si ble  with  his  fam ily  and  friends – es pe cially  his
grand chil dren.
 To gether  Willie  and  Car rie  en joyed  trav el ing – hav ing
vis ited all 50 states, the ten Cana dian provinces, and five
con ti nents.
 He was a char ter mem ber and past-Pres i dent of the Friends
of Coun cil Grounds State Park where he was re spon si ble for
com plet ing many pro jects in clud ing the beach shel ter.
 He was an ac tive mem ber of St. Fran cis Xavier Catholic
Church a third de gree mem ber of the Knights of Colum bus.
 Willie is sur vived by his wife, Car olyn, two sons, Keith
(Shel ley)  Cohrs,  and  Kevin  (Tammy)  Cohrs,  five grand ‐
chil dren, Evan, Hays (for merly Hanna), Ian, Ava, and Lau ren
Cohrs, sis ters, Doris Wan less, Helen (Harry) Wal lace, and
Margie (Paul) Zim mer man, sis ter-in-law, Nancy Cohrs and
many nieces and nephews. He is pre ceded in death by his
par ents,  his  brother  Philipp,  broth ers-in-law  Leonard
Wan less and Don ald Sturm, and nephew Michael Sturm.
 A Mass of Chris t ian Bur ial will be held at Bell Tower
Chapel on Fri day, Oc to ber 18, 2024 at 11:00 am. A vis i ta tion
will be held on Fri day, Oc to ber 18, 2024 from 9:30 am until
the  time  of  ser vice  in  the  As sissi  Hall  at  Bell  Tower
Res i dence. Fr. Maria Val lab ha neni will of fi ci ate. In urn ment
will take place im me di ately after mass at St. Fran cis Xavier
Catholic Ceme tery.
 In lieu of flow ers do na tions may be made to St. Vin cent De
Paul and/or the Food Pantry in Mer rill in lov ing mem ory of
Willie.
 The  fam ily  would  like  to  thank  the  staff  at  Bell  Tower
Res i dence and In terim Health Care for their lov ing care
while he was with them. We will miss Willie greatly and are
grate ful for the many mem o ries he gave us.
 Waid  Fu neral  Home & Cre ma tion  Ser vice  of  Mer rill  is
as sist ing the fam ily with arrange ments. On line con do lences
are en cour aged and may be made at www. waidfuneral. com
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Roy Tim o thy Thiel
 Roy Tim o thy Thiel, 65, of
Mer rill, WI passed away at
Marsh field Med ical Cen ter,
We ston on Oc to ber 8, 2024,
with im me di ate fam ily by his
side.
 Roy was born to Roy Henry
and Jacque lyn Carol (Colling)
Thiel  on   March   18,   1959,
in  Ap ple ton,  WI  where  he
at tended  el e men tary  school
be fore mov ing to Mer rill, WI.
Roy grad u ated from Mer rill
High School in 1977 where he
met his wife, Lau rie (Annis).
His high school years were

spent not play ing tra di tional sports, but in stead com pet i tively
rac ing mo tocross and com pet ing in local and sur round ing
area ice drags with friends and brother Mike (Herbi).
 He mar ried Lau rie Annis on May 26, 1979, at Trin ity
Lutheran  Church  in  Mer rill,  WI.  They  had  a  won der ful
fam ily and life to gether until his un timely pass ing.
 In his later years, he loved spend ing time with the fam ily he
cre ated with Lau rie and tin ker ing away in his garage & shed.
Mo tor cy cles con tin ued to be a fix ture through out his life,
and he had an im mense love for all things WI sports, a love
he  shared  with  his  wife  and  passed  down  to  his  sons.
How ever, he pre ferred to lis ten to the iconic voices of Mr.
Uecker, Mr. Lar rivee, and Mr. Lepay on the radio in lieu of
watch ing games on TV.
 Roy is sur vived by his wife, Lau rie; chil dren, Tyler (Nicole)
Thiel, and Lucas (Eliz a beth) Thiel; grand chil dren, Harper,
Grayson, Beck ett, Lennox, El lianna, and Josephine; brother,
Michael (Jayne) Thiel; sis ters, Linda (Greg) Berlin, Jen nifer
(Tim o thy) Mueske, and Lisa Hinz; in-laws, Joni Annis, Tim
(Lynn) Annis, Sara (Dave) Wen dorf, Lisa (Bruce) Du g in ski,
along with many nieces, nephews and other rel a tives.
 He is pre ceded in death by his sis ter, Cyn thia; fa ther, Roy;
mother, Jacque lyn and fa ther-in-law, Philip Annis.
 The fam ily wishes to thank the won der ful and car ing staff at
Marsh field  Med ical  Cen ter – We ston,  for  the  care  and
com pas sion they had shown to Roy and his fam ily dur ing his
last days.
 Tay lor-Stine Fu neral & Cre ma tion, Mer rill is as sist ing the
fam ily with arrange ments. On line con do lences may be made
at www. tay lors tine fune ralh ome. com.

Matt G. Men sching
 Matt G. Men sching, age 58, of
Stoughton, passed away on
Wednes day, Oc to ber 2, 2024.
He was born on March 16,
1966, in Mer rill, the son of
Leonard and Elaine (Geils)
Men sching.
 Matt grad u ated from Mer rill
High School. He was em ‐
ployed as a truck dri ver for his
en tire work ing ca reer. Matt en ‐
joyed gam bling, play ing crib ‐
bage and horse shoes, and
cheer ing on the Pack ers. He
was al ways a good friend to
every one.

 Matt will be missed by his broth ers, Mark (Dawn Os ness)
Men sching and Mike Men sching; nieces, Krista (Scott) Ward
and Jen nifer Han son; great-nieces, Eliz a beth Ward, Cali
Han son and Krys tine Men sching; and great-nephew, Cole
Han son. He was pre ceded in death by his par ents, Leonard
and Elaine Men sching.
 A cel e bra tion of life was held at ORE GON BOWL, 214
Spring St., Ore gon, from 2p.m. until 6p.m. on Sat ur day, Oc ‐
to ber 12, 2024.
 On line con do lences may be made at www. gun der sonfh. 
com.

Ver non Fen ney
 Ver non Fen ney, 91,
passed on peace ‐
fully in his sleep
the morn ing of
Sun day, Oc to ber 6,
2024, at his home in Mer rill,
WI.
 Ver non (Sonny) was born in
Kingston, NY, on May 22,
1933, to Ver non S and Dorothy
E Fen ney. Vern was the old est
of four sons and held a unique
re la tion ship with each one of
his broth ers. He grew up hunt ‐
ing in the Catskill Moun tains,
road mo tor cy cles (well into his

eight ies), drove semi trucks all along the east coast, and
served in the U.S. Army and Army Re serve from 1951-1961.
After his dis charge and with the sup port of the GI Bill, Vern
at tended the Al lied In sti tute of Tech nol ogy in Chicago where
he be came a mas ter ma chin ist. Chicago is also where he met
the love of his life, Fer nande Cardin (1927-2011), and they
mar ried on July 18, 1958. After camp ing at the Coun cil
Grounds State Park, the fam ily fell in love with the area and
de cided to move to cen tral Wis con sin in 1969. In the Town
of Hard ing, Vern and Fer nande built a small farm, Vern
served as town su per vi sor for mul ti ple years, and he was
elected as union pres i dent of the Boil er mak ers dur ing his
em ploy ment at Loed Com pany. He and his wife loved to
travel vis it ing most of the US, along with mul ti ple trips to
France to see the fam ily of Fer nande.
 He  is  sur vived  by  his  daugh ter  Doreen  (Alan)  Renken,
Mer rill; broth ers Robert Fen ney and Al fred Fen ney, both of
Agawam, MA; grand daugh ter Heather Young, Mc Far land;
step  son-in-law  Den nis  Wrzesin ski,  Portage;  step  grand ‐
chil dren Crisy Wrzesin ski, Portage; Cindy (Kraig) Hanig,
Mer rill; Robert Cwilk lik, South Elgin, IL, Jenny (Colin)
Hudler, Alsip, IL, Steven Wrzesin ski, Mer rill, along with
their fam i lies.
 He is pre ceded in death by his par ents Ver non and Dorothy
Fen ney, wife  Fer nande  Fen ney,  brother  Bruce  Fen ney,
step son Michael Cwik lik, step daugh ter Sylvie Cwik lik-
Wrzesin ski.
 A memo r ial gath er ing will be held at the home of Doreen
and Alan Renken at noon on No vem ber 2nd, 2024, W6945
Ed ward Drive Mer rill.

DATE SIGNED: September 30, 2024
Electronically signed by Becky S. Byer
Probate Registrar

STATE OF WISCONSIN,
CIRCUIT COURT, LINCOLN COUNTY
IN THE MATTER OF THE ESTATE OF

ERIC JAMES NORTON
DOD 09/24/2024

Notice to Creditors
(Informal Administration)

Case No. 2024 IN 36
PLEASE TAKE NOTICE:
1. An application for informal
administration was filed.
2. The decedent, with date of birth
06/24/1966 and date of death
09/24/2024, was domiciled in Lincoln
County, State of Wisconsin, with a
mailing address of 112 S Foster St.,
Merrill, WI 54452.
3. All interested persons waived notice.
4. The deadline for filing a claim against
the decedent's estate is 01/10/2025.
5. A claim may be filed at the Lincoln
County Courthouse, 1110 East Main
Street 2nd Floor, Merrill, WI, 54452
Room Probate Office.
Dana Jane Wilson
3911 Moen Lake Rd
Rhinelander, WI 54501
715-367-0094
Published October 10, 17 & 24, 2024

WNAXLP

DATE SIGNED: October 10, 2024
Electronically signed by Becky S. Byer
Probate Registrar

STATE OF WISCONSIN,
CIRCUIT COURT, LINCOLN COUNTY

Notice to Creditors
(lnformal Administration)

Case No. 2024-lN-40
IN THE MATTER OF THE ESTATE OF

VALENCIA GRUNENWALD
PLEASE TAKE NOTICE:
1. An application for informal
administration was filed.
2. The decedent, with date of birth
March 29, 1928 and date of death
August 9, 2024, was domiciled in
Lincoln County, State of Wisconsin, with
a mailing address of N1297 Fairview
Road, Merrill, WI 54452.
3. All interested persons waived notice.
4. The deadline for filing a claim against
the decedent's estate is January 26,
2025.
5. A claim may be filed at the Lincoln
County Courthouse, Merrill, Wisconsin,
Room Probate Office.
Craig J. Nienow
N5041 County Road JJ
lrma, WI 54442
715-536-7185
Bar Number: 1015178
Published October 17, 24 & 31, 2024

WNAXLP

The October 8, 2024 Council Minutes
are in draft form until approved at the
next scheduled meeting. The minutes
are available for viewing in the City
Clerk’s Office and on the City of Merrill
website. Complete Ordinances are
available on the City of Merrill website:
https://www.ci.merrill.wi.us/
Published October 17, 2024    WNAXLP

Liquor and Beer License Application
Town of Russell, Lincoln County
October 16, 2024 - June 30, 2025
Class B Combination License
Ma's Place
Jennifer McCurry, Agent
N5375 State Highway 17
Gleason WI 54435
Published 10/17/24           WNAXLP
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Early voting for City of Merrill Residents for the November 5th
General Election will begin at City Hall (1004 East First
Street) on Tuesday, October 22, 2024.
In-Person Early Voting hours are:
10/22 – 10-25 8:00 A.M. to 4:30 P.M.
10/28 – 10/31 8:00 A.M. to 4:30 P.M.
11/1 8:00 A.M. to 5:00 P.M.
In-Person Early Voting may be completed in the City Clerk’s
office or at the Treasurer’s office window.
Please have a photo ID available.
Early voting is not permitted on Monday, November 4, 2024.
Lori L. Anderson-Malm
City Clerk
Published October 17, 2024

EARLY IN PERSON
VOTINGNOTICE

WNAXLP

EARLY IN PERSON VOTING NOTICE
Early voting for TOWN OF MERRILL residents for the
November 5th, 2024 General Election, will begin at the
Town of Merrill Community Center, W4594 Progress Ave. on
Tuesday, October 22nd.

Voting hours are:
Tuesday • October 22nd 9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.
Thursday • October 24th 1:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m.
Tuesday • October 29th 9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.
Thursday • October 31st 1:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m.
Friday • November 1st 9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.

Mitzi Flegner, Clerk
Published October 10 & 17, 2024 WNAXLP
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FFA MEMBER OF THE MONTH

FFA Members highlighted in
this feature are selected by the

Executive Committee of
the FFA, not by
the sponsor. 41

91
40

Sophie Koehler

Sophie Koehler, a Junior at Merrill High School (MHS), has been named FFA Member of
the Month for September 2024. Sophie joined FFA in her Sophomore year. “I joined FFA
because I loved 4-H and have been actively involved in 4-H for 11 years now,” she said. “I
wanted to learn more about agriculture and bemore involved in general.” She enjoys FFA and
participates in fundraisers and field trips to World Dairy Expo and the Midwest Horse Fair,
she said.

Sophie and her sister, Grace, have owned a pumpkin patch in the Town of Pine River for 12
years. She also works part-time at Fleet Farm in the Farm and Auto Department.

At school, Sophie is involved in SkillsUSA and was recently elected State Treasurer.

In her free time, “I enjoy welding and spending time with my friends and family,” she said.

The daughter of Jessica andMike Koehler of Merrill, Sophie has a 3.1 GPA. “After graduating,
I plan on attending NTC for a degree in Agricultural Business Management,” Sophie said.

Congratulations from this sponsor:
Gail Abegglen
715-551-8016

2402 E. Main St., MerrillIndependently Owned and Operated
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PAID LETTER TO THE EDITOR
We welcome letters 

to the Editor, a chance 
for members of  the 
community to comment 
on issues of  concern to 
them. All letters must be 
original, not duplications 
of  letters addressed to 
public officials or written 
by others. The views and 
opinions expressed are 
those of  the letter writer 
and do not necessarily 
reflect the views of  this 
publication, its publishers, 
Editor, or staff.

To the Editor:
I probably would not 

know either Elizabeth 
McCrank or Calvin 
Callahan if  not for their 
participation in the last two 
terms of  Lincoln County’s 
Board of  Supervisors. 
Various issues have forced 
me to pay attention, and 
that has given me an 
understanding of  their 
participation and votes 
during that time.

So, let me explain 
why I am not voting for 
Calvin Callahan for State 
Assembly.

Mr. Callahan often 
was not present at local 
meetings, both at committee 
level and at Board meetings. 

At one point, he chaired 
the Broadband Committee 
which met only once during 
his tenure. 

Mr. Callahan asked to be 
taken off and was removed 
from all County Board 
committees, possibly due 
to his being down state. 
While sitting in the State 
Assembly, his few pieces 
of  legislation focused on 
fluff recreational bills, anti-
wolf  measures, and taking 
away more rights from the 
poor and disenfranchised 
- basically those without 
lobbyists. 

Perhaps it is his 
inexperience that led him 
to promote those bills. 
My understanding of  his 
work experience shows 
him going from school into 
politics without much, if  
any, real-life experience in 
the real-world work force. 

Mr. Callahan, when 
he was present at Board 
meetings, voted twice 
against the question of  
Pine Crest Nursing Home 
going to referendum. He 
also voted for eliminating 
UW-Extension, against the 
much-needed wheel tax, 
and supported selling Pine 
Crest Nursing Home.

I am voting for Elizabeth 
McCrank because of  

her impressive resume, 
extensive work history, and 
her votes at County Board.

Elizabeth McCrank has 
earned various degrees 
from various universities 
and also taught at 
university level for several 
years. Her experience is not 
limited to just academics 
but also shows a number 
of  years at carpentry and 
construction, and more 
recently, as adult reference 
librarian at the T.B. Scott 
Free Library and outreach 
specialist for the UW-
Extension.

Her consistent 
presence at meetings, 
her comprehensive take 

on several issues before 
the County Board, her 
pragmatic suggestions to 
make Board decisions more 
workable, her willingness 
to work with others, and her 
community involvement 
earn my vote for the 35th 
District State Assembly 
seat.

– Diana C. Smith
Tomahawk, Wis.

The cost for Paid Letters 
to the Editor is $40.00 per 
letter of  up to 250 words, 
plus $10.00 per additional 
50 words, and must be 
prepaid prior to printing.

BIG DEALS
CLASSIFIEDST

H
E

SMALL ADS

Correction to article 
in last week’s edition
Correction:  In Last Week’s Article Entitled “The Price 

Of  Progress:  Demolition Of  The Holy Cross Chapel To 
Make Way For Expansion Of  Aspirus Merrill Hospital,” 
Sister Pat Cormack’s Name Was Spelled Incorrectly. Our 
Article Read “Sister Pat Mccormick” Which Was Incorrect. 

Also, Sister Pat, who was the former Provincial for the 
Sisters of  Mercy of  the Holy Cross USA Province (2000-
2006, 2012-2021), was incorrectly identified as the archivist 
for the Sisters. The archivist is Sister Pam Hodgson.

Our apologies for the errors.

www.merrillfotonews.com



OPEN MONDAY - FRIDAY 8:30-6:30 • SATURDAY 8:30-4:00

416954In-store ONLY. We reserve the right to limit quantities.

Sweet Potato Fries
Straight Cut - Frozen
80 oz..........................................ONLY

$599

Bacon Sliced
Maple Brown Sugar
Frozen
12 oz...........................................ONLY

$269

Ham Smoked
Boneless - Frozen
6 lbs....................................ONLY

$129
a lb

Cheese Curds
Breaded - Cheddar
Frozen
16 oz...........................................ONLY

$299

Pork Chops
Bone-In, Uncooked
Frozen
32 oz...........................................ONLY

$399

Steak Uncooked
New York Strip - Frozen
10 oz....................................ONLY

$899
a lb

Sausage Links
Fully Cooked - Original
Frozen
10 lbs..................................ONLY

$129
a lb

Sausage Links
Fully Cooked - Original
Frozen
9.6 oz..........................................ONLY

$129

Chicken Tenderloins
Uncooked - Frozen
3 lbs............................................ONLY

$599

Cream Cheese
1/3 Less Fat
8 oz..............................................ONLY 99¢

Gouda Cheese
Cubes
6 oz..............................................ONLY 99¢

Heavy Whipping
Cream
32 oz...........................................ONLY

$199

Shredded Cheese
3 Blend
5 lbs............................................ONLY

$899

Mozzarella Cheese
Shredded - Diced
10 lbs..................................ONLY

$179
a lb

Cream Cheese
Original
4-8 oz .........................................ONLY

$599

Reddi Whip
Original
15 oz...........................................ONLY

$249

Pizza Thin Crust
Pepperoni - Frozen
23 oz...........................................ONLY

$299

Chicken Breast
Fritters Breaded
Fully Cooked - Frozen
5 lbs.....................................ONLY

$149
a lb

Snack Crackers
Original
11.8 oz........................................ONLY

$189

Sausage Sticks
Original - Mini
4 oz.............................................ONLY

$169

Baked Beans
Homestyle
28 oz...........................................ONLY

$129

Bacon Thick Cut
Frozen
20 oz...........................................ONLY

$399

Chicken Breast
Chunks Seasoned
Uncooked - Frozen
6 lbs...................................ONLY 99¢

a lb

Sausage Sage
Uncooked - Frozen
16 oz...........................................ONLY

$199

Smoked Sausage
w/Ched Cheese, Frozen
10 oz...........................................ONLY

$229

Sausage Crumbles
Chorizo - Fully Cooked
Frozen
5 lbs....................................ONLY 69¢

a lb

Pepperoni
Sliced - Frozen
32 oz...........................................ONLY

$399

2 miles South of Curtiss on Hwy. E 715-223-4797

Bratwurst Cheddar
Uncooked - Frozen
19 oz..........................................ONLY

$299

TurkeysWhole
Frozen
16 lbs....................................ONLY 99¢

a lb

Orange Juice
No Pulp - Original
59 oz..........................................ONLY

$129

Butter Quarters
Unsalted
16 oz..........................................ONLY

$299

Cranberries
Fresh
5 lbs.....................................ONLY

$229
a lb

Celsius
Kiwi Guava
12-12 oz ....................................ONLY

$699

We accept: SNAP/EBT Cards

417670

SUNDAY
27 OCTOBER

3-5PM

• CRAFTS
• SNACKS

• BOUNCE HOUSE

137801 County Road FF, Merrill
715-536-6588

www.facebook.com/tlc.berlin
www.trinityberlin.net

41
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Come dressed
in costume!

FREE
EVENT

Open to the Public • (715) 536-7471
NO FOOD SERVED: Sat. & Sun. - Special Events Only

41
15

00

Visit our Website! 584.localfoewi.com

DINNER SPECIALS FOR OCTOBER

DINNER SERVED FROM 4:00 PM - 8:00 PM

This Sunday, October 20, 2024 • 9am-1pm
Adults $10.00 • Children (6-10 years) $5.00

Children 5 and under are FREE
(Carry-Out Available)

PROCEEDS WILL BE GIVEN TO
RUSS HARTWIG TO HELP DEFRAY

MEDICAL EXPENSES

All-You-Can-Eat
(Potato and Regular)

Drinks availablePANCAKES

“HELP WHERE HELP IS NEEDED”

TUESDAY NIGHTS
OCT. 22ND - SPAGHETTI & MEAT SAUCE
OCT. 29TH - BOURBON CHICKEN

FRIDAY NIGHTS
OCT. 18TH - CATFISH
OCT. 25TH - BLUEGILL

1205 N Lake St. • Merrill, WI 54452
Eagles ClubThe

41
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Homemade Potato Pancakes and
Buttermilk Pancakes served with
Scrambled Eggs and Sausage.

ALL YOU CAN EAT

PANCAKE
DINNERAND

BAKESALE
SUNDAY, OCTOBER 20 • 11A.M. – 1P.M.

CARRYOUTS AVAILABLE

Faith Lutheran
Church
15425 Highway K South - Merrill
715-536-5443

•Adults - $10
•Children 6 -12 - $5
•5 years old and
under - Free

310 E. 2nd St., Merrill
715-536-4611

LLC.

SERVING FOOD
DAILY TILL 8PM

ALL CROWN WHISKEY
$6.00 - Double Pint

OCTOBER BOOZE
OF THE MONTH

HOURS
MONDAY • Noon - 6pm

TUE. - FRI. • Noon - Close
SATURDAY • 11am - Close
SUNDAY • 11am - 6pm

FRI. OCT. 25TH
LIVE MUSIC BY:
GEOFF LANDON

7pm-10pm
SAT. OCT. 26TH
MEAT RAFFLE

Open 11am, Start 1pm
LITTLE LEAGUE

BASEBALL FUNDRAISER

SAT. OCT. 19TH
CRIBBAGE TOURNEY

Starts at Noon
$40 per team

$240 1st Place (based on
12 teams, 100% payout)

Lunch Provided!

42
13
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11420S.CountyRd.K,
MerrillWI • 715-536-9391

375083

FOR A GOOD OLD TIME
EST.1933

RedGranite Bar &Grill
Order Online - Check

wait times or just stop in!
Find us on

Sun. 7am-2am,Mon.-Thurs.
11:30am-2am, Fri. 11:30am-
2:30am, Sat. 7am-2:30am,

Dine-in • Takeout • NODelivery

Mondays
$5 Burger & Home Fries
Dine-in only & additional

toppings are extra.
Sunday&Tuesday

Broasted Chicken
12 Noon-8pm

Friday

Breakfast 7am-11am
Mimosas & BloodyMary’s

Saturday&Sunday

Fish Fry 12 Noon-8:45pm

WE SELL FLAGS!WE SELL FLAGS!

601 Johnson St., Merrill • 715-536-5708601 Johnson St., Merrill • 715-536-5708
OPEN TO THE PUBLIC

Open at 4pm Mon. & Thurs. • Open at Noon Fri.
Open at 11am Sat. & Sun. • Closed Tues. & Wed.

Conference Room & Hall Rental AvailableConference Room & Hall Rental Available

THURSDAY - BROASTED CHICKENTHURSDAY - BROASTED CHICKEN
FRIDAY - COD & WALLEYEFRIDAY - COD & WALLEYE

SATURDAY - CORDON BLEUSATURDAY - CORDON BLEU
SUNDAY - BROASTED CHICKENSUNDAY - BROASTED CHICKEN

MONDAY - CHEF’S SPECIALMONDAY - CHEF’S SPECIAL

WEEKLY BRIEFING - OCTOBER 17WEEKLY BRIEFING - OCTOBER 17THTH - 21- 21STST

42
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75 Conference Room & Hall Rental A

42
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ASTED CHICKENASTED CHICKEN NEXT WEEKEND!NEXT WEEKEND!
BINGO 4PMBINGO 4PM

SUNDAY,SUNDAY,
OCTOBER 27TH!OCTOBER 27TH!
JACKPOT

IS OVER $480!

Mondays All Seats $5.00

COSMO
Theatre
Main St. • Merrill

KIDS • $5.00
SENIORS • $5.00
ADULTS • $8.00

MOVIES AND SHOWTIMES
10/18/24 TO 10/24/24

715-536-4473
www.cosmomovies.com

41
13
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41
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SMILE 2
“R” (2HR 7MIN)

FRIDAY: 7:00PM

SATURDAY: 1:00, 3:30, 7:00PM

SUNDAY: 1:00, 3:30 & 7:00PM

MONDAY THRU THURSDAY: 7:00PM ONLY

REAGAN
“PG13” (2HR 21MIN)

FRIDAY: 7:00PM

SATURDAY: 1:00, 3:30, 7:00PM

SUNDAY: 1:00, 3:30 & 7:00PM

MONDAY THRU THURSDAY: 7:00PM ONLY

THE WILD ROBOT
“PG” (1HR 41MIN)

FRIDAY: 7:00PM

SATURDAY: 1:00, 3:15 & 7:00PM

SUNDAY: 1:00, 3:15 & 7:00PM

MONDAY THRU THURSDAY: 7:00PM ONLY
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Oct. 17 - Open Mic Night 

at Sawmill Brewing Co.
Oct. 18 - Haunted Sawmill 

“Blackout Night”
Oct. 18-20 - Grace & 

Sophie’s Pumpkin Patch
Oct. 19 - Lincoln 

County’s 150th celebration 
- in Tomahawk & at Merrill 
Fair Grounds

Oct. 19-20 - Grampa’s 
Farm

Oct. 25 - Merrill Park & 

Rec Halloween Hoopla at 
the MARC

Oct. 25-27 - Grace & 
Sophie’s Pumpkin Patch

Oct. 26 - “Fall into Fun” 
Vendor Fair at Bell Tower 
Assisi Hall

Oct. 31 - Grace & Sophie’s 
Pumpkin Patch

Oct. 31 - City of  Merrill 
Trick or Treating from 4-7 
p.m.

Oct. 31 - St. Stephens UCC 

Trunk to Trunk Treating
Nov. 2 - Free meal for 

Veterans at Northwoods 
Veterans Post

Nov. 3 - Gleason Lions 
Pancake Breakfast/Blood 
Drive

For more information, 
go to: merrillchamber.org/
events or contact the event 
sponsor.

Triathlon event 
donates to Friends of 
the River Bend Trail

The Black Squirrel 
Scurry paddling triathlon 
recently donated $1,400 to 
the Friends of  the River 
Bend Trail for continued 
improvements and 
expansion. The triathlon 
was held in parts of  the City 
of  Merrill and surrounding 

Merrill area on July 27, 2024. 
More than 50 volunteers 
made it possible for a record 
number of  72 registrants 
to compete in this annual 
event. Donations were also 
made to VFW Post 1638, the 
VFW Auxiliary, and Scout 
Troop 503.

Shown presenting the check, from L to R:  Kent Johnson, Greg 
Eichelkraut, Greg Hartwig, and Kelly O’Day.� Submitted photo.

T.B. Scott Free Library to 
hold free movie event

The T. B Scott Free 
Library in Merrill will hold 
their October free Critic’s 
Choice Movie Event on 
Wednesday, Oct. 23, 2024, at 
1 p.m.

The Final Problem, a 
short story by Sir Arthur 
Conan Doyle, is the basis 

for this film starring Robert 
Downey Jr, Jude Law, and 
Jared Harris. The famous 
detective is at it again, but 
without his trusty sidekick? 
Watson is dissolving the 
partnership and getting 
married. However, arch 
enemy, Professor James 

Moriarty, has other plans.
Bring a friend and watch 

these two super sleuths in 
action! As always, free rides 
to and from the library are 
available via the Merrill Go 
Round, and freshly popped 
popcorn will be ready to 
enjoy.

Check
Us Out
Online!

merrillfotonews.com



Mattress and Bedding
ALWAYS
FIND

80
RECLINERS

Tony, Noel,
Kristina, Liberty,
Zoe & Megan

Mattresses, sofas, loveseats, and recliners with discountinued fabrics
MARKED DOWN BELOW COST so we can move them out!
Also some odds & ends coffee tables, end tables, lamps, pictures,

bedroom sets, bedroom dressers, chests & nighstands.

1022 & 1025 East Main St.,
Merrill, WI 54452

Hours: Mon.-Sat. 9-5; Sun. 12-4
www.courtsidefurniture.com
715-536-8954

Gotta love
this sale.

Watch next week’s papers for more details or go to courtsidefurniture.com

I can’t
wait!

SUPER LOW
PRICING!

OCTOBER 26TH & 27TH

420625

3000 EAST MAIN STREET MERRILL
Phone: (715) 536-2833

Toll free 800-499-JEEP (5337)
LOCATED 1/2 MILE WEST OF
HWY. 51-64 INTERCHANGE

Visit our web site at
www.bricknersparkcity.net

*Plus tax, title, license, and service fees.

2024 JeepGrandCherokee Laredo

Sale Price $38,620* Sale Price $45,360*
2023 Promaster Box Van

2024 RAM1500QuadCab

Sale Price $49,995*
2024 RAM3500 TradesmanCrewCab

Sale Price $49,860*
2024 RAM2500 LaramieMegaCab

Sale Price $79,590*

8 FT.8 FT.
BOXBOX

$11,000$11,000
OFFOFF

DEMODEMO
SPECIALSPECIAL

$6,000$6,000
OFFOFF

2024 JeepCompass Limited

Sale Price $31,935*

#36303#36303 #36355#36355 #35428#35428

#36038#36038#36060#36060#36369#36369

42
13

78

$4,000$4,000
OFFOFF

HEMIHEMI
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Long-time Merrill resident, Kay Folsom, celebrated 100th birthday
BY TINA L. SCOTT
EDITOR

She was born Mary 
Kathleen Bornhofen on 
Sept. 1, 1924. The only 
daughter of  Marbella 
and John Bornhofen, she 
started going by “Kay” and 
then married Dr. William 
Hilt and, after remarrying 
following his death, as of  
Sept. 1, 2024, on the occasion 
of  her 100th birthday, she 
was known as Mrs. Kay Hilt 
Folsom. 

In honor of  her 
celebrated 100th birthday, 
Merrill Mayor Steve Hass 
recognized Kay with a 
personal letter that Kay 
cherished. 

“On behalf  of  the City 
of  Merrill, I would like to 
recognize your birthday 
milestone of  reaching 100 
years old,” Mayor Hass said 
in his letter. “You and your 
family have made Merrill 
your home by operating a 
business, and being a part 
of  the Merrill Community. 
The City appreciates all 
that you have done to make 
Merrill a better place. 
Your hard work and eff ort 
is a model that should be 
followed by our citizens. 
Please accept my gratitude 
and let me personally 
wish you a Happy 100th 
Birthday.”

Being honored by the 
Merrill community was 
incredibly important to 
Kay as she neared her 100th 
birthday, as her time spent 
in Merrill and memories of  
those years were such an 
important part of  her life. 

Kay’s adventure in 
Merrill began when her 
parents operated the Jeane 
Hats & Dress Shop in the 
1940’s, a ladies dress shop 
that was located on E. Main 
St., the second store west 
of  the Courthouse, about 
where Courtside Furniture 
is located currently. Kay 
attended UW-Milwaukee 
and awaited the return of  
her high school sweetheart, 
William Hilt, who was 
serving in World War II. 
When William returned 
from his service as a pilot 
in the US Army Air Force, 

the couple married and 
he attended college on 
the GI Bill and then went 
to the Illinois School of  
Optometry. Kay got a 
teaching job in Hammond, 
Ind., going into the homes 
of  children with severe 
illnesses and disabilities 
who were not admitted 
into school settings, until 
she became pregnant 
with the couple’s fi rst 
child. “When my mother 
became pregnant, the 
Superintendent said that 
she must stop; however, 
when he could not fi nd a 
replacement, he insisted 
that every parent must give 
written permission for her 
to continue coming to their 
homes,” said daughter 
Kathleen Hilt Ponko who 
was the child in utero at the 
time. 

“Everyone did,” she 
said, “So she taught these 
children through the rest 
of  her pregnancy.” Each of  
the families gifted Kay with 
a layette in preparation for 
the birth in early June of  
1948.

When William graduated, 
he and Kay moved to Merrill 
in 1948, starting out living 
with Kay’s parents in an 
apartment above the dress 
shop. They settled into the 
Merrill community and put 
down their own roots here. 
Dr. William Hilt started 
an optometric practice 
that would last 30 years. 
And Kay started Lincoln 
County’s fi rst homebound 
teacher program, where 

teachers would go into the 
homes of  area children 
challenged by illness and 
disability, similar to the 
program she had been a 
part of  in Indiana. “She 
traveled the county to visit 
all the children with severe 
disabilities or illnesses to 
ensure these young people 
get a formal education in 
their homes,” Kathleen 
said. “It was innovative 
and critical to families 
and continued until 
public schools instituted 
bussing and more ways to 
incorporate handicapped 
children into the school 

systems.”
A second daughter, 

Jeane, was born to the 
couple in September 1949. 

“On a Sunday morning 
of  July 12, 1951, while my 
mother [Kay] was playing 
the organ at St. Francis 
Church, the [dress shop] 
building exploded along 
with two other businesses 
including an A& P store,” 
Kathleen said. “Somehow, 
my father got the two little 
ones and my grandmother 
out, but my grandfather was 
trapped in the basement. 
He was terribly burned but 
survived the explosion.”

“I don’t think they re-
opened the store in Merrill,” 
she said. “Tragically, that 
same location was the 
site of  the infamous JC 
Penney explosion that took 
the lives of  eight people 
nine years later on July 
18, 1960. In retrospect it 
was determined that a 
gas leak had caused both 
explosions.” 

During her years in 
Merrill, Kay and her 
husband Bill raised their 
two children and Kay was 
also active in community 
life. Kathleen said Kay 
was a founding member 
of  the Hospital Auxiliary, 
Beta Sigma Phi Sorority, 
and Merrill Community 
Theater. 

When Bill and Kay began 
to plan for retirement, they 
started a new adventure 
in Florida. Kay worked 
for numerous other ladies 
dress shops and Bill 
encouraged her to start her 
own store. It became her 
second career when, in her 
‘50’s, Kay opened a dress 
shop of  her own in Naples, 
Florida, known as Kay’s On 
the Beach. 

Bill and Kay built a 
new home in Merrill on 
Tee Lane Drive and just 
a month later, Bill died 
suddenly in Merrill in 1984 
at the age of  62. 

“Mother has always 
maintained their home and 
relationships in Merrill, 
and over the years would 
go back and forth to Florida 
to attend her business,” 

Kathleen said. 
In 1986 in partnership 

with her daughter, Jeane, 
Kay and Jeane together 
grew the business into fi ve 
boutiques on Marco Island 
and in the Naples area, 
Kathleen said. Today her 
grandson, Banks Seiple, 
is the third generation to 
work within the business 
Kay started there.

Kathleen said that even 
up to her last days, Kay 
maintained a deep love for 
her home in Merrill and the 
people she knew here. Kay 
celebrated her milestone 
100th birthday in Marco 
Island surrounded by 
family, Kathleen said. Both 
of  her daughters were there, 
along with her son-in-law, 
Bill Ponko; grandchildren 
Banks Seiple, Sarah Ponko, 
and Billy Ponko and Billy’s 
wife, Rachel; and two great 
granddaughters, Rory 
Ponko and Reese Ponko.

But it was ever so 
important to her that the 
people of  Merrill knew 
how much they meant to 
her, as well, and that they 
knew she was thinking of  
them on this momentous 
occasion and remembering 
her days in Merrill. “A 
big thank you to Kathy 
Wulf  and Mayor Hass for 
recognizing a remarkable 
woman on this milestone 
day,” Kathleen added. 

Sadly, Kay died last 
week on Oct. 10, 2024, just 
weeks after her momentous 
birthday.  

WEBSITE:
merrillfotonews.com

FACEBOOK:
www.facebook.com/

merrill.fotonews

VISIT US 
ONLINE

NewsFotoMerrill
™

NewsFotoMerrill
™

Kay Folsom, holding the letter from Merrill Mayor Steve Hass 
wishing her a Happy 100th Birthday. Submitted photo.



Applications are now being accepted to fill a
mechanic position within the Street Department.

Applications can be found at
the City Clerk’s office or online at

http://www.ci.merrill.wi.us/employment.

MERRILL STREET
DEPARTMENT

42
13

24

• ProductionWorkers
• Product Development Designers

• Quality Technician

40
22

39

We are an equal opportunity employer.

• Apply in person at 1400 W. Taylor Street
(employment office – SW corner)

• Or Email your resume to
gebeyer@lincolnwindows.com

• Or go to www.indeed.com to search vacancies

To Apply:

Come Join
Our Team
We’re Hiring!

Sierra Pacific is an (EOE) EqualOpportunity Employer, including those with a disability and veterans.

• 4 10-Hour Days

• Both shifts available

• Possible OT on Friday

• Attendance Bonus Program
(up to an additional $1.50/hr)

• Retirement & Life Insurance

• Paid Holidays and Vacations

•
Individual: $88/Month
Spouse: +$140/Month
Child: +$63/Month
2024 Monthly Rates

See all opportunities at:SPI.CAREERS

APPLY IN-PERSON
Two Locations:
605 N. Ohio St. | 1815 Water St.
Questions? Call: 715-722-1884

Fall For A New Career

Crew Member
$19.79-$20.40/hr

Join our Team!
TwoMerrill Locations

410332

Looking for a personable, people friendly,
service oriented applicant. Responsibilities
would include: Sales, bookkeeping and

general store duties and up keep.

42
13
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APPLY IN PERSONAT:
Klug’s Country Gold
1018 E.Main Street • 715-536-5189

NOWHIRING
FULL-TIME POSITIONFULL-TIME POSITION

La bor ers Needed: Four 10 hour
days. Call for an in ter view 715-
536-5287

RE TAIL OP POR TU NITY
I am look ing for per son(s) to as sist

me in liq ui dat ing our sewing
ma chines, vac uum clean ers,

sewing fur ni ture & sup plies from
our re cently closed re tail busi ness
after over 30 years. Have a large
in ven tory to work with by dis play -
ing, on line, & other areas to sell

our in ven tory. For the right
per son(s) would be very prof itable.

Call Doug at Tom a hawk Sew N
Vac for de tails at 715-224-3401.

The Blended Marketplace
48th An nual GFWC Antigo Jr
Woman's Club Craft Fair Trade
Vin tage Mar ket place 142 Ven dors
Oct 19th 9am3pm Food Bake Sale
Raf fles. Antigo Fair Grounds $2.00
Ad mis sion $1.00 With Do na tion of
Non per ish able Food Item. 715-
484-2006

HOL I DAY GIFT AND CRAFT
SHOW (WITCHES NIGHT OUT)
Sat. Oct 19, 3-8pm. Resch Expo
Green Bay $5, Free Park ing.
Thou sands of Spooky Trea sures
715-526-9769 zurko pro mo -
tions.com

CASH
FOR

GUNS
An tique or Mod ern

Ri fles • Pis tols • Shot guns
HIGH EST PRICES PAID

Also Buy ing:
Scopes • Ammo • Knives

Shoot ing & Hunt ing
Ac ces sories

715-614-3560
Fed er ally Li censed

OTR TRUCK DRI VERS FT/PT.
Put your ca reer in Gear Com pet i -
tive wages & full ben e fits. Mileage,
Drop pay, Paid weekly, Home
week ends, NO east/west coast. 28
Cen tral States. Van & Hop per Di vi -
sion. Agri cul tural ex pe ri ence a
plus. Fox Val ley Com pany since
1958 Call Frank 920-788-6242 or
920-858-0238. Van Groll Truck ing,
Kaukauna

In Mer rill, 5 year old Amana Re -
frig er a tor, Black, side by side with
ice & water in door, clean in side
and out. Ask ing $400 OBO, call
Brian 203-923-6152.

Men's Garage Sale. N2263 Hwy
17 Mer rill, Thurs. & Fri. 9-6. Blaze
or ange hunt ing coats, knives, feed
scale, elec tric grill, as sorted hand
tools, etc.

CNA Wanted for In Home Care.
Vari able shifts avail able. Im me -
di ate start. Must have ref er -
ences. At least 2 years of ex pe ri -
ence and must be able to pass a
back ground check. Start ing pay
$20/hr (weekly pay in cash). Lo -
cated in Mer rill. Call Michele
715-921-0790

Cen tral WI. Gun Col lec tors Gun
Show. OCT 19 & 20 Sat. 8-5pm
$10. Sun 8-2pm $5 480 plus ta -
bles FDL Fair grounds 495 Mar tin
Ave. cen tral wis con sin gun.org

PLY MOUTH FUR NI TURE:
QUEEN MAT TRESSES FROM
$199 40 Styles on dis play! All
Sizes Avail. Ply mouth Fur ni -
tureWI.com 2133 East ern Ave.
Ply mouth WI 920-892-6006 Open
Daily

Schley/Gleason: Fri day, 10/18-
Sat ur day, 10/19, 8 a.m.- 5 p.m.
Garage Sale, House hold, garage,
an tiques, vin tage bi cy cles, snow
blower, no clothes or chil dren's
items W1132 County Road C

COL LEC TIONS OF OLD BASE -
BALL & FOOT BALL CARDS. From
the 1950s, 60s, 70s & older. Vin -
tage sport mem o ra bilia au to -
graphs bob ble heads & Pack -
ers/Braves items. Check your
attic, base ment & clos ets. We pay
in CASH call Jeff 608-438-7702

FLORIDA BOUND EMPTY
TRUCK. Can move house hold &
Cars – CHEAP! Local 414-520-
1612 DRY OAK & Hard Maple,

$250/cord. Over 15 mi is extra.
Have hard wood in wood shed
over a year old. Clean & no bark.
715-351-1888 or 715-873-4196.

WANTED: Old drum sets, snare
drums, cym bals from the 1920s
through 1970s. Also in ter ested in
pro level drum equip ment and
elec tronic drums from 1980s to
pre sent. Call 615-485-8611 or
email me at: yourold drumz@ 
gmail. comFIRE WOOD - mixed hard wood

cut & split. Sea soned 2 years.
3 miles north of Wausau.

FREE DE LIV ERY within 15 miles
w/sur charge over 15.

$240 full cord. 715-536-3681

MULTI MEDIA CHANNELS
THE PARENT COMPANY OF THIS

PUBLICATION, IS LOOKING FOR A

MARKETING
AND SALES

CONSULTANT
The position involves meeting with businesses to
find out their needs and create a marketing plan
with our lineup of print products. This position
sells advertising to businesses to help them grow
via weekly newspapers, special sections, web
ads, and a variety of specialty magazines.

This position offers competitive pay and
benefits, no nights or weekends, mileage and
expense reimbursement.

EMAIL MIKE HOLLIHAN AT
MHOLLIHAN@MMCLOCAL.COM 26

01
67

New & Used Lawn
& Gar den Equip ment
Ser vic ing all brands.

Full ser vice small en gine re pair.
Snow blow ers, tillers, mow ers,

chain saws, log split ters & more.
North Cen tral Power Equip ment

4001 Dixie Ave, Wausau
1 mile north of Fleet Farm

off Hwy K, east on Emery Dr.
to South on Dixie

715-370-3002

Kit tens $15 each. 715-873-3413.
No Sun day Calls.

ACA REG IS TERED PEM BROKE
WELSH CORGI PUPS. Well so -
cial ized with kids Shots DEW Born
7/7 $500. 715-304-1044

AKC GOLDEN RE TRIEVER
PUPS. Shots Vet ck’d. Wormed.
$700 Can de liver 715-255-2661
(#269146) 10/7

AUSSIE DOO DLE PUPS
Shots/Worm/Vet ck’d, can de liver
$700 715-255-2661
(#269146)10/7

Australian Shepherd - Blue
Merle Puppies and 1 black &
white puppy. Born July 2024. $200
Call 715-219-3395

AU THEN TIC ORIG I NAL ATBA
Teddy Bear Pup pies(R) the most
de light ful lit tle dog you will ever
meet! Non-shed ding, shots,
wormed, health guar an tee. 715-
787-4293 ted dy bearpuppy.com
267996DS

BOSTON TER RIER PUP PIES
Males/Fe males Health Guar
Ready Now 715-937-0916 no text

Brown & White Boston Ter rier
Male pup. Shots DEW Vet
Checked $300. 715-654-0060

HA VANESE YORKIE PUPS. Tri-
color shots vet checked 2
HAVAPOO male pups 715-937-
4425

POMERAN IAN – MINI – AUS -
TRALIAN SHEP CROSS PUPS 1-
M $250 1-F $300 DOB 5-9 715-
823-3052

Pomeran ian pups Farm raised
Sable color Pretty, Friendly Vet.
Ck’d $600 715-229-9088

PURE BRED GOLDEN RE -
TRIEVER PUPS shots vet ck’d
$400 cash only Green wood 715-
267-6306

2024

Are you
running for
office?

Let us help!

Put your message in front of some of
the most civic-minded members of your
community -- weekly newspaper readers.

jgartmann@mmclocal.com
(715) 218-1644

To see how we can help
Contact Jennifer Gartmann today!

411714

PURE BRED POMERA NI ANS
Health Guar an teed Friendly, Fun
Vet Ckd shots $400. 715-654-
5149

REG IS TERD CAV A LIER KING
CHARLES PUPS. Shots, Wormed,
Dews, Vet $850 715-470-0458
Call Only will con sider of fers.
(#509642)S

SHELTIE CROSS PUPS. De -
wormed Very Friendly Cute and
Play ful. $80 715-223-4780s

SHITZU-POO DLE PUPS. De -
wormed Shots vet ckd, Both par -
ents F-$275 M $250 715-669-
3607

TOY POO DLE PUPS 1-F 3-M
Shots vet ck’d Non-Shed ding
F-$700 M-$600 call 715-990-7555

ALL NAT. GRASS FED BEEF.
Butchered Dec. 10th Vac. Pak.
Incl. Pro cess ing $6.50lb. 715-250-
2793
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CAL’S HANDYMAN
SERVICES
Garages, Remodeling
YardWork, Driveway Sealcoating

715-816-4602
NOJOBTOOSMALL!

416772416772

Repair Service, LLC

Heating • Cooling • Sheet Metal

W2810 Hwy, C, Merrill
(715) 536-6791

It’s Hard To Stop A Trane? 2852

SCRAP METAL
We’ll Pick it Up
• Clam Truck Service
• Dumpster Service
• Buying Cars & Trucks

Serving Central & Northern WI for over 80 years
Prompt Service • Fair Prices

Cousineau Recycling
Hwy. 45 South, Antigo • Toll Free 866-330-3730 or 715-623-2372

28
39Free Estimates

• Light Excavating
• Demolitions/Removal
• Stump Removal
• Dump Trailer Service
• Trenching...

and more
• Fully Insured

Gleason, WI.
715-216-4682

FULLY INSURED

Your Dream Builders

• Build & Remodel
• Complete Remodels

• Shop/Sheds
• Concrete/ICF Walls

715-432-5197 Joseph Thorne

40
34

76

“Give me a call, before the rain starts to fall!”
- Brian Plisch • Owner/Operator

Great Look, Great Price, 5% off if you mention this ad.

LOCALLY OWNED
Serving the area for 20 years.

FREE ESTIMATES
Bus: 715-297-0907

Email: bpseamless@gmail.comwww.bpseamless.com

35
35
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Call for Top
Soil, Granite,

Fill, Decorative
Rock, Etc.

68309

Kenneth Schug Excavating
Quality At Its Finest

ATHENS, WI • 715-257-7193

& Trucking, LLC

25
62

69

For AllYour Excavating Needs
Site Work • Ponds • Basements • Driveways • Demolition • Ditching

Drain Tile • Lawns • Exterior Plumbing • Septic Systems • Manure Pits • Etc.
Fully Insured • Residential, Commercial & Agricultural

41
90

58

SINCE 1954!
1220 Flieth St

Same location since 1954 www.ribmountainmarine.com715-845-3355

CALL NOW FORCALL NOW FOR
WINTERIZING,WINTERIZING,
STORAGESTORAGE
AND SHRINKAND SHRINK
WRAPPING.WRAPPING.

FALL/WINTERWILLFALL/WINTERWILL
BE HERE SOON.BE HERE SOON.

NORTHERN WISCONSIN’S LARGEST RARE COIN &
PRECIOUS METALS COMPANY IS ALWAYS BUYING

11 South 2nd St. • Tomahawk, WI 54487
Mon.-Fri. 10-5; Sat. 10-2; Closed Sundays

• Old U.S. coins, proof sets & paper money.
• Also buying gold & silver jewelry, watches & diamonds.
• Old sports cards - 1969 & earlier. Currently paying top prices.
• No Collection too SMALL or LARGE
• Sports Wear & Memorabilia Headquarters

05
08

27
18

(715) 453-3141
Open Mon. & Tues., 10am - 5pm or by appointment. 28

28

FREE
ESTIMATES!
Tired of re-roofing

your house?
TRY A

STEEL ROOF!
• Snaplok (hidden fastener) • Can Be Installed Over
An Existing Roof • 40 Year Factory Warranty • 4-Star

Hail and Fire Resistant • Ventilated At Peak • Energy Star
Efficient • 28 Colors Available

Jerry Stutzman 715-314-2295Do it Once,
Do it Right!

19
56

97

STEEL ROOFING
BADGER STATE Call Mark

715-503-5460
• Hidden Fastener Snap Lock
• Ventilated at Peak
• 4 Star Hail & Fire Resistant
• Can Be Installed Over Existing Roof

371088

CALL TODAY FOR YOUR FREE ESTIMATE

Tired Of Re-Roofing Your House?
Try a Steel Roof!

Wisco
Steel R

oofng LLC

Wisco
Steel Roofing, LLC

NITKE 4-DAY
FALL CONTRACTOR AUCTION
OCTOBER 24-25 & OCTOBER 28-29

H A N S E N A U C T I O N G R O U P . C O M

Nitke Day 1 - Thursday, October 24th
Heavy Trucks, Trailers & Vehicles

Live & Online - Starts to Close at 8:30am

Nitke Day 2 - Friday, October 25th
Yellow Iron, Skid Steers and Construction Equipment
Live & Online - Starts to Close at 8:30am

Nitke Day 3 - Monday, October 28th & Nitke Day 4 - Tuesday, October 29th
Attachments, Industrial, Outdoor and Misc Items
Online Only - Starts to Close at 10:00am

FORMORE INFORMATION CALL 715-607-4369

BIDDING OPENS SOON!

HANSEN AUCTION GROUP

990 Happy Hollow Road, Mosinee, WI 54455
VIEW PARTIAL CATALOG -MORE ITEMS ADDED DAILY!

AUCTION SCHEDULE

420551

REAL ESTATE & PERSONAL PROPERTY AUCTION
W5298 COUNTY ROAD C, MERRILL, WI See Website for Directions. WATCH FOR SIGNS!

Visit our website for pictures, details, Terms, conditions & Buyers Premium at:
www.alangeauctionrealty.com or Call Arnold at: 715-574-2258
Registered Wisconsin Auctioneer • Col. Arnold H. Lange, Manager/Broker, WI Lic. #230

OVER 50 YEARS OF TRUSTED EXPERIENCE

Real Estate: 3 Bedroom home, House: Kitchen 15x9, Dining room 22x15, Living room 18.5x
12.5, Bedroom 12x12, Bedroom 12x10, Upper bedroom 15x14, Bathroom 13x9. Porch 14x12
W/ stove. Basement Pored Concert & cement blocks, very nice, 35x35, Oil furnace, 200 amp
service, Garage w/16-foot door 24x22, Shed w/wood floor 20x12. Call for showing.

Saturday,
Oct. 19, 2024
10:00 AM

42
06

32

Equipment: Gas Wood splitter • Motor cycles • 3 wheeler • Miller welder
• Air compressors • tools • heaters • bikes • Lawn mower • truck box
• Air tanks • Jack stands • Chain binders • Gas pump • Weed eater • Old
furnace • Trampoline • snow blades • Old boat • Cash register • Handmade
sled • Cut off saw. Household: Oil lamps • Train sets • Sewing machines
• Stereo set • Records • collectable items • miniature trucks, # 29 racing car • Beer
signs • Antique dresser • Gun rack • Lights • much much more.

CHICKEN! Pas tured Non-GNO
$4.50 lb. whole process ready
Sept. 715-470-0458

705 1/2 Wis con sin St. Mer rill, pet
friendly, lg 2br upper apart ment,
garage, big lawn, W&D hookups,
quiet neigh bor hood, walk ing dis -
tance to Kate Goodrich, We re -
spond to ser vice re quests. $579
mo + sec., no sun calls 715-558-
5282.

BUY ING SAL VAGE MO TOR CY -
CLES-ATVS-WA TER CRAFT 920-
850-9299 Local Dealer Pickup

High Qual ity Gras Hay, $5 /Bale.
Free de liv ery on 100 bale loads.
No Sun Calls. No Texts. 715-558-
5282

WAL NECKS MO TOR CY CLE
SWAP MEET WOOD STOCK IL.
Sun. Oct 13th McHenry Co. Fair -
grounds. 8am-2pm Admin. $10
Booths $50 Rain/Shine 630-985-
20975.5 ACRE HORSE HOBBY FARM.

Newer 2 story house 36x100 Barn
w/Horse Stall’s 30x50 Barn for
stor age 715-823-3052Hand Crafted Gar den & Stor age

Sheds, Garages & Cab ins.
Many Styles and Op tions.

Sizes from 8' x 8' up
to 15' x 40' are avail able.

Call BAKER BARNS, LLC
715-873-3338

mile North of Glea son, Hwy 17

CHEVY 2019 Sil ver ado 2500 HD,
57,000 mi., new tires, nice truck,
$32,000. Call 715-966-1436.

CRAN DON WI. (For est County)
10 acres on a town road, power
Land Con tract Avail, $89,000. Also
36 Acre Ac tive gravel pit. For Sale
Boul der&Stone 715-493-6121 FRITZ BARN PAINT ING rusty

Roofs, Metal Build ings Free Est.
608-221-3510 920-821-6311

  

FOR SALE: DIXIE LUNCH
RESTAU RANT & Fifth Av enue
Sup per Club at Antigo, WI. Old est
run ning cafe in the State of Wis -
con sin. Ex cel lent gross busi ness &
fi nan cials. $250,000.00. NOLAN
SALES LLC, Mar ion, WI - 715-
754-5221 or 800-472-0290. www. 
nolansales. com

Prime Hunt ing Land 80 Acres
with cabin in Lin coln County.

715-453-8142

71

7284Livestock 

115

7400Apartments for Rent 

147

7502Motorcycles 

73

7288Hay and Straw 

147

7502Motorcycles 134

7457Farms For Sale 
75

7292Agriculture Services 

164

7546Trucks 
137

7466Lots and Acreage For Sale 108

7364Painting and Wallpaper 115

7400Apartments for Rent 

140

7475Business and Commercial 

4

7486 Hunting Land For Sale  
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REAL ESTATE

AUCTION

in attendance to conduct 
the ribbon cutting. Tim 
Gruling, one of  the four 
children of  Robert “Bob” 
Gruling and Eppie Gruling 
and a resident of  Merrill, 
said this park was a dream-
come-true for their parents, 
who had long wished 
for a playground in the 
location so that children 
would have something to 
do during events held at 
the Agra Pavilion. All of  
Bob and Eppie’s children 
- Mary Beth Robinson of  
Wausau, Robert John “BJ” 
Gruling” of  Whitefi sh Bay, 
Tim Gruling of  Merrill, and 
Kay Gruling of  Wausau - 
were in attendance for the 
occasion. Some of  Bob and 
Eppie’s grandchildren and 
great-grandchildren also 
attended.

Bob Gruling, who was 
born and raised in nearby 
Hamburg and the youngest 
of  20 children, graduated 
from Athens High School 
in 1949 and then went on to 
become a teacher in Merrill, 
teaching at the former 
Franklin Elementary 
School (beginning in 1953), 
the former Pine River 
Elementary School (as both 
teacher and principal), and 
then serving as principal 
at both the former Lincoln 
and Washington Schools in 
town. 

Esther “Eppie” (Schulz) 
Gruling, a lifelong Merrill 
resident, was born in 
Merrill, twin sister to Edna, 
and also the youngest child - 
but of  “only” nine children. 
She graduated from Merrill 
High School in 1951. 

Bob and Eppie met in 1950 
at a wedding dance, courted 
for fi ve years, married in 
1955 at Trinity Lutheran 
Church in Merrill, and 
then raised their family 
on Merrill’s west side. 
While Eppie worked a 
number of  jobs over the 
years, including as an 
administrative assistant at 
the Merrill Ranger Station, 
her greatest joy was being 
a wife and mother and 
staying home during her 
children’s young years 
to raise her family. The 
couple cherished 63 years 
of  marriage together before 

Bob passed away at age 87 
in 2018; Eppie died at age 90 
in 2023. 

The Gruling family 
provided the funding for 
the playground and its 
installation as a gift to the 
community in memory of  
their parents. They broke 
ground on the project on 
June 11 with their extended 
family in attendance, 
after which they laid Bob 
and Eppie’s ashes to rest 
- together - in a private 
family gathering at the 
cemetery. 

Both Bob and Eppie were 
very active in the Merrill 
community and beyond, 
and beloved members of  
the community during 
their lifetimes. And both 
loved children. 

With four of  their own, 
seven grandchildren, and 
more than a dozen great-
grandchildren, their family 
legacy will live on. 

It is their children and 
family’s hope that with the 
addition of  the Gruling 
Family Playground, that 
legacy will also live on in 
Merrill - the community 
they both so loved and 
enjoyed throughout their 
lifetime together - and 
that their memories will 
be honored through the 
sound of  the laughter of  
the children who enjoy this 
playground for many years 
to come. 

PLAYGROUND 
from page 1

Call 715.536.7121 to 
place your ad today.

CLASSIFIEDS

Classifi edsClassifi eds
RockRock

715-536-7121

Did you know? 
The Merrill Foto News website contains 

even more stories and photos 
that don’t � t into our print edition. 

www.merrillfotonews.com



Fall Tire Sale
Best Prices of the Season!Best Prices of the Season!

WHEN YOU BUY 3
October thru
November
*Some Brands Excluded

Also, ask us how to save $10000**and get
6months 0%**

**Must be approved through FCA Financing, by 11/30/23

$1 TIRE!*

3000 EAST MAIN STREET, MERRILL

PHONE: 715-536-2833 • TOLL FREE 800-499-JEEP (5337)
LOCATED 1/2 MILEWEST OF HWY. 51-64 INTERCHANGE

Visit our web site at www.bricknerfamily.com - Email: Parkcityservice@bricknerfamily.com

41
76

83

We perform no charge wheel alignment checks with every oil change!
11/30/24

ATTENTION
HUNTERS

41
16

49

DO YOU HAVE A PARTICULAR HUNTING MEMORY
OR EXPERIENCE YOU WOULD LIKE TO SHARE?
How about a particular photo of that trophy Whitetail
Buck or other game? If so, we want to hear from you!

*Any hunting-related submission is welcome, regardless of how new or old.
While e-mailed submissions are preferred, in-person submissions may be
dropped off at the Merrill Foto News Office (2011. E. Main Street)
between regular business hours of 8 a.m-5 p.m, Monday-Friday.

Please send your submissions
to Merrill Foto News Editor
Tina Scott at tscott@mmclocal.com
by Friday, Oct. 25th.

Your submission(s) may be
featured in the Merrill Foto News’
Annual Hunting Guide in
mid-November!

MERRILL FOTO NEWS

Student
of the Week

413697

This Week’s Featured Student is

413697

1401 W. Taylor St.,
Merrill

(715) 536-5400

Morgan Webb
Daughter of

Matthew and Megan Webb
Morgan is in the 4th grade

at Trinity Lutheran School. She was
nominated by Mrs. Handlin.

Student of the Week Sponsored by:

Morgan is a kind
hearted, respectf

ul student. She is
a

hard worker and
is always willing

to help out.

~ Mrs. Handlin

My favorite part of the school day is recess or

break because I like seeing my friends outsid
e

and it gives us a break from school work.

What is your favorite
part of schoo

l? Why?

What is your favorite subject in school? Why?

My favorite subject is ar
t because I like

drawing and painting and doing projects.

I want to be an artist becau
se

my mom says that I’m
very good at art.

What would you like to do/become someday?

Why?
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on their behalf  in the absence of  a representative from the 
association. 

Weinbrenner Shoe Company was also honored with 
the 2024 Legacy Award, in recognition for their 88 years 
of  serving the Merrill Community. President Jeff Burns 
accepted the award on behalf  of  the employee-owned 
company. 

“We are incredibly proud of  our local businesses and 
organizations that continue to make Merrill such a vibrant 
and welcoming community,” said Clyde Nelson, Executive 
Director of  the Merrill Chamber of  Commerce, via the 
release. “These awards recognize not only their economic 
contributions but also their dedication to supporting and 
serving our community.”

Celebrating Merrill business,  
nonprofits, and leaders

In his keynote address, “Celebrating You,” Nelson said, 
“We’re celebrating the entrepreneurs, the small business 
owners, the corporate leaders, the nonprofits, and the 
advocates of  capitalism and free enterprise who keep 
Merrill thriving. You are the ones shaping the future of  our 
community, and your leadership is what continues to make 
Merrill a place of  opportunity, innovation, and growth.”

“Imagine the leadership exhibited in 1911 when a group 
of  businessmen/entrepreneurs got together to form the 
Merrill Chamber of  Commerce,” he said. “The courage, the 
leadership, the innovation it took to get this off the ground. 
It wasn’t that they could go to the internet and model 
themselves after other Chambers.”

“At that time there were only nine other chambers in 
the entire state of  Wisconsin,” Nelson said. In existence, 
Chambers in:  Metropolitan Milwaukee, Green Bay, 
Superior-Douglas County, Racine, LaCrosse, Beloit, 
Kenosha, Marinette, and Fond du Lac. The Merrill Area 
Chamber of  Commerce is the 10th oldest Chamber in 
the state of  Wisconsin, which currently has around 270 
Chambers, he said.

“As John Quincy Adams once said, ‘If  your actions 
inspire others to dream more, learn more, do more, and 
become more,  you are a leader.’”

“Just like those entrepreneurs, small business owners, 
and corporate leaders over 113 years ago when they 
formed the Merrill Chamber of  Commerce,” Nelson said. 
“They were the original advocates of  capitalism and free 
enterprise. And that’s what each of  you represents. You 
continue to carry that torch. You are leaders - not only in 
your businesses and organizations, but in this community. 
By stepping up, taking risks, 
and inspiring others, you 
pave the way for growth and 
innovation.”

Chamber Board 
of Directors, staff, 

updates
The members of  the Board 

of  Directors of  the Merrill 
Area Chamber of  Commerce 
were recognized at the event, 
including current members: 
Chairperson Andrew 
Polzin, Chairperson Elect 
Lora Bladow, Treasurer 
Kurt Rust, Emeritus Nancy 
Kwiesielewicz, Past Chair 
Dr. Kate Gress, Angela 
Bailey, Ryan Martinovici, 
Jen Schlaefer, Mark 
Raymer, Tina L. Scott, 
Heath Heidemann, Tony 
Kusserow, Jessica Gipp, 
Dawn Gapko, and Korey 
Bloch. Also recognized and 
in attendance:  Chamber 
Executive Director Clyde 
Nelson, Program Director 
Cheryl Skoug, Marketing 
Director Sarah Sturm, 
Marketing Team Member 
Theresa Grund, and Ex-
officio members Sara Guild, 
Steve Hass, Rod Akey, and 
Renee Krueger. Newly 
elected 2025 members of  
the Board of  Directors were 
announced:  Tricia Detert 
representing Merrill Area 
Public Schools, Melissa 
Wrycha representing Park 
City Credit Union, and 
Nancy Stadler representing 

Nicolet Bank. And retiring Board members Kurt Rust 
and Ryan Martinovici were recognized and thanked for 
their service on the Board. Volunteer Deb Schleif  was 
also recognized and thanked for all of  her hard work and 
contributions over the course of  the last year.

Chamber Ambassadors
Korey Bloch, Ambassador Chair, also recognized all of  

the many volunteer Chamber Ambassadors that contribute 
to the success of  the Merrill Area Chamber including:  
Allyson English – Nicolet Bank, Bill Weston – Provident 
Insurance, Connor Sczygelski – Culver’s of  Merrill, Danielle 
Wilcenski – Park City Credit Union, Dawn and Tim Dunbar 
– DD Photography, Dawn Smith – City of  Merrill Park and 
Recreation Department, Emily Gibson – Associated Bank, 
Jennifer Porath – Wipfli, Kevin Hill – Merrill Sheet Metal 
Works, Konnor Beyer – Associated Bank, Korey Block – 
Weinbrenner Shoe Company, Len Kats – Riva Merchant 
Solutions LLC, Molly Lyon – Church Mutual Insurance, 
Sasha Everett – In the Lite Electric, Shelly Storm – Park City 
Credit Union, and Sue Kunkel – Park City Credit Union.

Molly Lyon was honored as the 2024 Ambassador of  the 
Year. 

For more information about the Merrill Chamber of  
Commerce, go to merrillchamber.org or call 715.536.9474.

2024 Non-profit Business of the Year: Merrill 
Police Association.�

2024 Small Business of the Year: Lincoln 
County Humane Society.

2024 Hometown Business of the Year: Westside Market and Easy Wash Laundromat.

2024 Mid-Size Business of the Year: Associated Bank.
� Photos courtesy of Merrill Area Chamber of Commerce.



ATHLETE OF THE WEEK

Athletes highlighted in this feature
are selected by the Foto News

editorial staff, not by the sponsors.

Please direct comments
or suggestions to

fotonews@mmclocal.com 41
36

91

Erik Grunenwald

Congratulations from these sponsors:

Erik Grunenwald, a Sophomore at Merrill High School (MHS), has been named Athlete of the Week for the
week of October 17, 2024. Erik took individual first place in the recent Varsity Cross Country meet with Faith
Christian Academy and Northland Lutheran School, and also contributed to the Merrill Boys Varsity Cross
Country Team taking first place in that event. This is his second year on the Varsity Cross Country Team. Erik
is a member of the EMU Varsity Hockey Team, having come up through the ranks of the Merrill Youth Hockey
Association, starting as a Mite in the program. He also plays Baseball for MHS. Last year he was split between
JV and JV2 on the team; he started out playing t-ball at a young age and advanced through Little League and
the Merrill Traveling Team.
At school, Erik’s favorite class is history and he is a member of Raise Your Voice Club and the Fellowship of
Christian Athletes. He also works part-time at a neighbor’s farm.
In his free time, Erik likes to be outdoors.When he isn’t playing sports, he enjoys downhill skiing and camping
with his family.
The son of Chris and Sarah Grunenwald, Erik has a 4.0 GPA and plans to attend a four-year college after high
school graduation. His goal is to become a commercial pilot.
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in four events, lose meet to Everest

TINA L. SCOTT
EDITOR

On Thursday, Oct. 10, 
2024, the Merrill Girls 
Varsity Swim Team hosted 
a dual against the DC 
Everest Girls at the Prairie 
River Middle School pool.

While DC Everest took 
the meet, a number of  
Merrill Varsity girls made a 
splash with first place times 
in their events. 

The Merrill Girls took 
first place in the following 
events:

• Event 2 - 200 Yard 
Medley Relay - Addison 
Jirovec, Olivia Pajtash, 
Marissa Miles, Marissa and 
Claire Jirovec with a time 
of  2:01.15

• Event 8 - 50 Yard 
Freestyle - Marissa Miles 
with a time of  26.71

• Event 10 - 100 Yard 
Butterfly - Marissa Miles 
with a time of  1:02.48

• Event 20 - 100 Yard 
Breaststroke - Olivia 
Pajtash with a time of  
1:17.85

Merrill Varsity girls 

also had a number of  
second place finishes in the 
following events:

• Event 4 - 200 Yard 
Freestyle - Deylah Schulz 
with a time of  2:22.36

• Event 6 - 200 Yard IM - 
Addison Jirovec with a time 
of  2:32.63

• Event 12 - 100 Yard 
Freestyle - Claire Jirovec 
with a time of  1:01.52

• Event 14 - 500 Yard 
Freestyle - Olivia Pajtash 

with a time of  5:55.78
• Event 18 - 100 Yard 

Backstroke - Addison 
Jirovec with a time of  
1:08.30

• Event 22 - 400 Yard 
Freestyle Relay - Addison 
Jirovec, Caroline Durbin, 
Brenna Jirovec, and Olivia 
Pajtash with a time of  
4:23.96

Box Score
DC Everest 101 @ 
Merrill 69

Addison Jirovec.Claire Jirovec. Emily Winter.

Caroline Durbin.
� Blue Sky Photography/Peter Tesch photos.

Business News & Tidbits
Hugo’s Pizza supports local St. Vincent de Paul

Hugo’s Pizza of  Merrill 
has donated more than 
$1,000 to St. Vincent de Paul 
over the past four years. 
Going forward, 10% of  the 
sales on all Hugo’s Pizza 
gift cards purchased will be 
donated directly to the St. 
Vincent de Paul Outreach 
Center of  Merrill. 

Weinbrenner Shoe 
Company breaks 

ground on new $14.5 
million facility in 

Marshfield
Ellis Construction, a 

full-service construction 
company based in 
Stevens Point, recently 
broke ground on a 
brand-new, state-of-the-
art Weinbrenner Shoe 
Company facility in 
Marshfield. A ground-
breaking ceremony was 
held on Sept. 30, 2024. The 
$14.5 million manufacturing 
facility will be located in 
Mill Creek Business Park 
and is expected to open 
in late 2025, coinciding 
with the 90th anniversary 
of  Weinbrenner Shoe 
Company producing 
American-made, quality 
Thorogood® work boots in 
Marshfield.

The 70,000-square-foot 
building designed by Ellis 
Construction with a focus 
on employee health and 
productivity is expected 
to support more than 
150 jobs in Marshfield. 
The production floor 
will be modernized to 
accommodate equipment 
with safety and technology 
upgrades. Weinbrenner 
Shoe Company made a 
point to solicit employee 
feedback with a vote on 

the new building’s exterior 
color, which will be red. 
The new facility is expected 
to bring 35 new jobs to the 
organization, expanding 
Weinbrenner’s current 
workforce of  120.

“We’re proud to be 
part of  this new chapter 
for Weinbrenner Shoes,” 
said Andrew Halverson, 
Executive Vice President 
of  Ellis Construction. 
“With a similar long-
standing history in central 
Wisconsin, we know 
that this building will be 
a lasting landmark for 
generations to come.”

Reaffirming its 
longstanding commitment 
to supporting union 
labor, Weinbrenner 
worked alongside Ellis 
Construction to select 
contractors that ultimately 
resulted in union firms 
capturing nearly 80% of  
contracts when union labor 
was an available option.

“We manufacture 
Thorogood® boots for 
America’s working 
men and women and 
believe in supporting 
the union laborers that 
are the foundation of  
our company,” said 
Weinbrenner President Jeff 
Burns. “We invited both 
union and non-union trade 
partners to bid, and we are 
proud that union firms won 
the majority of  the work.”

Park City Credit 
Union helps secure 

grant for local 
business

In early September, Park 
City Credit Union (PCCU) 
announced it had facilitated 
the successful submission 

of  a grant application on 
behalf  of  First Street Coffee 
of  Merrill. The grant was 
awarded through PCCU’s 
partnership with the 
Federal Home Loan Bank 
of  Chicago (FHLB Chicago) 
as part of  the Community 
First® Accelerate Grants 
for Small Business 
program.

The Community First® 
Accelerate Grants for Small 
Business initiative provides 
critical support to small 
businesses, helping them 
grow and thrive within 
their communities. First 
Street Coffee, a beloved 
local fixture, will use the 
grant funds to enhance its 
operations and continue 
serving as a vibrant 
gathering place for the 
community.

“We are thrilled to have 
played a role in helping 
First Street Coffee secure 
this grant,” said Val 

Mindak, President/CEO 
of  PCCU. “Supporting 
small businesses is at the 
heart of  what we do. These 
businesses are the backbone 
of  our community, and we 
are committed to helping 
them succeed.”

For more information 
about PCCU’s commitment 
to supporting local 
businesses or how your 

business can benefit from 
grant opportunities, visit 
parkcitycu.org.

PCCU is a member-
owned financial 
cooperative providing 
financial services to over 
24,000 members who live, 
work, or own land in Forest, 
Iron, Langlade, Lincoln, 
Marathon, Oneida, 
Price, Rusk, Taylor, 

or Vilas counties with 
offices located in Merrill, 
Tomahawk, Minocqua, 
and Rhinelander.

To submit news items 
for possible publication 
in the Business News & 
Tidbits column, submit 
short releases (no longer 
than 200 words) to tscott@
mmclocal.com. 

L to R: Val Mindak, President/CEO of Park City Credit Union (PCCU); Dawn 
Swan, Owner of First Street Coffee; and Danielle Wilcenski, Member Experience Manager with 
PCCU.� Photo courtesy of Park City Credit Union.



Real Rewards,
Year After Year 800.369.0226 | NicoletBank.com

.00 APY

Real Rewards Checking (Real Rewards) is available for consumer deposits only. Annual Percentage Yield (“APY”) is accurate as of 1/1/2023. Real Rewards is a variable rate account. Your APY may change at any time after
your account is opened, at the discretion of Nicolet National Bank. Real Rewards is a tiered rate product. If qualifications are met for the qualification cycle, Tier 1: The portion of your balance that is equal to or less than $15,000
will earn 3.00% APY. Tier 2: The portion of your balance that is over $15,000 will earn 0.01% APY. The APY for Tier 2 will range from 0.40% to 3.00%, depending on the balance in your account. If qualifications are not met for
the qualification cycle, your entire balance will earn 0.01% APY. You must enroll in online banking and e-statements in order to qualify. Transactions required each qualification cycle: At least ten posted and cleared debit card
transactions (ATM-processed transactions do not count as qualifying debit card transactions), and at least one posted and cleared direct deposit of payroll or social security. Disclosed APY assumes all interest remains on deposit.
Fees and withdrawals of interest will reduce earnings and APY. All Nicolet National Bank checking accounts are subject to credit approval. Additional terms and conditions apply. See Nicoletbank.com for details. Member FDIC.
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The Sports
Calendar of events
is sponsored by:

Boys Football (Varsity, JV, and JV2)
Thurs. Oct. 17 Rhinelander (JV2) Home 5:30 pm
Fri. Oct. 18 Rhinelander (Varsity) Away 7:00 pm
Mon. Oct. 21 Rhinelander (JV) Home 5:30 pm

Cheer Team (Varsity & JV)
Fri. Oct. 18 Rhinelander (Varsity) Away 7:00 pm
Mon. Oct. 21 Rhinelander (JV) Home 5:30 pm

Girls Swim & Dive (Varsity and JV)
Thurs. Oct. 17 Marshfield (Varsity & JV) Home 5:30 pm
Thurs. Oct. 24 Wausau West (Varsity & JV) Home 5:30 pm

Girls Volleyball (Varsity, JV, and JV2)
Tues. Oct. 22 Rhinelander-Regional’s (Varsity) Home 7:00 pm

Boys Soccer (Varsity and JV)
Thurs. Oct. 17 Multiple Schools-Pool Play #3 Away 7:00 pm
Thurs. Oct. 24 Shawano-Regional’s Away 7:00 pm

Girls Cross Country (Varsity and JV)
Sat. Oct. 19 Nine Mile Park (Varsity) Away 9:30 am

Boys Cross Country (Varsity and JV)
Sat. Oct. 19 Nine Mile Park (Varsity) Away 9:30 am

For More Information On Playoff Schedules & Brackets
Please Visit www.wiaawi.org For Details
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Merrill Girls Varsity Volleyball Team celebrates  
despite 2-3 loss to SPASH

TINA L. SCOTT
EDITOR

Last Thursday, Oct. 
10, 2024, the Merrill 
Girls Varsity Volleyball 
Team hosted SPASH for 
a Conference match-up 
on their home court and 
celebrated, despite losing 
2-3. 

“I know you might think 
it’s crazy to say because 
we lost, but this game 
was a very big win for 
us,” said Merrill Varsity 

Girls Volleyball Head 
Coach Kasie Holt. “Do I 
wish we would have won? 
Absolutely. Do I think we 
could have won? Of  course. 
However, a few weeks ago 
when we played SPASH for 
the first time, they swept us 
with scores of  19-25, 14-25, 
14-25,” she said.

“When I compare those 
scores and how we played 
tonight, I’d say that’s 
something to be proud of. 
SPASH is a tough team, and 

we truly fought for every 
point until the end. Our 
defense was on fire as Ava 
Detert picked up 21 digs, 
followed by Miley Krueger 
with 15, Maddie Robbins 
with 11, and Gabby Wheeler 
with 10.”

“Put that together with 
our block getting several 
touches to slow down the 
ball and Brooklyn Harding 
leading with four stuff 
blocks on the right side; 
we were doing very well 

defensively. Because our 
defense was running like a 
well-oiled machine, Kaela 
Clerveaux was able to end 
the night with 25 assists and 
spread the wealth along the 
net with kills coming from 
Grace Reimann (6), Kendell 
Klug (8), Brooklyn Harding 
(5), Grace Hoff (5), and 
Breleigh Raasch (5) - Kaela 

was also a threat to SPASH, 
collecting 6 kills of  her 
own, leading our team with 
her kill percentage of  .417 
on the night.”

“If  you read that back, 
every single starter was 
mentioned for having a 
great night, as it was truly 
a TEAM effort,” Holt said. 
“Everybody did their job 

and gave it their all, which 
I am so proud of. We are 
coming to the end of  our 
regular season and peaking 
at just the right time before 
playoffs begin next week.” 

Box Score
SPASH 3 @ Merrill 2
SPASH won 25-14, 24-26, 
25-19, 22-25, 15-12 

The entire team sings Hail to the Blue with the crowd after the game.

Breleigh Raasch attacking with Maddie Robbins, Ava Detert, Kaela Clerveaux, Brooklyn Harding, 
and Grace Hoff covering.

Gabby Wheeler and Kaela Clerveaux surrounded by Miley 
Krueger, Ava Detert, and Grace Hoff.

Breleigh Raasch attacking with Ava Detert, Gabby Wheeler, and 
Grace Reimann covering.

Grace Reimann is attacking the ball, Kaela Clerveaux is #12, 
and Brooklyn Harding #10 is behind her covering.
� Blue Sky Photography/Peter Tesch photos.


