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Gruling Family
Playground

Gruling Family
Playiground

The new small pIayground provides I|ttle ones W|th somethlng
to do during events held at the Agra Pavilion and when families
visit the River Bend Trail or Rotary Park in Merrill.

Tina L. Scott photo.
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Growing Supply

All-in-One -
Halloween Decorating/Bundle:

Cornstalks, Pumpkins, Bales & a \
o Order Bulk by Phone °

715-675-5856 ® HsuGrowingSupply.com

Alum Cans
over regular

ANNIVERSARY :
price thru

A ALTER

Mon - Fri 7:30 AM - 3:45 PM
2900 SHERMAN WAUSAU, WI (715) 298-9330

ATH ANNUALSHALLOWEEN
EUMINARYEREST

October:18/219,2024515:9/nm

Calvary Lutheran Church
N365 Cain Creek Road Merrill, WI

Come out and have a blast with fall halloween fun!!!
Featuring: David Michael Sargent (Friday)
Carl Jackson and the Barn Dance Band (Saturday)

Friday - Fish Fry
Saturday - Steak & Pork Sandwiches

Fall Fest for families to enjoy. Portion of proceeds
goes back to the community and will support
Raise Your Voice, who are dedicated to bring mental health
awareness and suicide prevention.

421317

City representatives, the Gruling family, and the Merrill Area
Chamber of Commerce all gathered for a celebratory ribbon
Tina L. Scott photo.

cutting.

Epple Grullng
Submitted photo.

Bob Gruling
Submitted photo.
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L to R: Bob “BJ” Grulmg, Mary Robinson, T|m Grullng, and
Kay Gruling/Buttke, the children of Bob and Eppie Gruling, pose
by playground they sponsored in honor and memory of their

parents.

Submitted photo.

The Gruling Famlly Playground was created by the children
of, and in memory of, Bob and Eppie Gruling of Merrill, in
conjunction with the Merrill Area Park & Recreation Department.
Tina L. Scott photo.

Gruling Family Playground now
open at Agra Pavilion

BY TINA L. SCOTT
EDITOR

On Sept. 25, 2024, an
official ceremony and
ribbon cutting was held at
the new Gruling Family
Playground located next
to the Agra Pavilion at

Rotary Park near the River
Bend Trail in Merrill.
Members of the Gruling
family gathered to share a
few words and thank Dan
Wendorf at the Merrill
Parks and Recreation
Department and the City
of Merrill for helping

them honor their parents
with the addition of the
new playground, named
in honor of their parents,
Bob and Eppie Gruling,
who were longtime Merrill
residents and died in 2018
and 2023, respectively.
Representatives from the

City of Merrill, including
Mayor Steve Hass, and staff
and ambassadors from
the Merrill Area Chamber
of Commerce were also

See
PLAYGROUND
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2024 Large Business of the Year: Les & Jim’s
Lincoln Lanes.

2024 Merrill Area Chamber of

Merrill.

2024 Legacy Award: Weinbrenner Shoe Company for 88 years of serving

Photos courtesy of Merrill Area Chamber of Commerce.

Commerce Awards

BY TINA L. SCOTT
EDITOR

The Merrill Area
Chamber of Commerce held
their annual celebration,
banquet, and awards
ceremony to recognize
local area businesses and
announce their Chamber
Business of the Year
Awards on Oct. 10, 2024. The
banquet hall at Les & Jim’s
Lincoln Lanes was filled
with Chamber members
and local community
leaders including Merrill’s

Mayor, “gathering  to
celebrate the successes of
Merrill’s thriving business
community,” a press release
from the Chamber said.

The highlight of the event
was the announcement of
the Chamber Business of
the Year awards, with all
businesses nominated by
and then voted on by their
peers - the membership of
the Merrill Area Chamber
of Commerce. “This
year’s winners reflect the
diversity and strength of
Merrill’s businesses and

organizations,” the release
said.

The award for 2024 Large
Business of the Year went to
Les & Jim’s Lincoln Lanes
with Mark Bares accepting
on behalf of the business.
2024 Mid-Size Business of
the Year was awarded to
Associated Bank; Merrill
Branch Manager Emily
Gibson and her team
accepted the award. 2024
Small Business of the Year
was awarded to the Lincoln
County Humane Society;
Board of Directors member

Katie Helmstadter accepted
on behalf of the Board.

The 2024 Hometown
Business of the Year award
went to Westside Market
and Easy Wash Laundromat
and owners Mark Raymer
and Ryan Peacock and their
employees accepted the
award. The Merrill Police
Association was named
2024 Non-profit Business
of the Year, and Clyde
Nelson accepted the award

See AWARDS
page 10
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A view of the pine trees along the east side of the Merrill
Fairgrounds taken from the sidewalk facing north. (The red roof
of the Lincoln County Humane Society is just visible through the
trees on the left.) Photo courtesy of the City of Merrill.

Premium Pine Wood Pellets NEW!

5649 40 Ibs. 3300 aton YODER’S FINE FOODS
Apple Butter
3369 16 oz.

=

Apple Butter -
No Granulated
Sugar Added

3369 16 oz.

]

DELI SPECIALS
Extra Sharp Cheddar
0 5529,
Oven Roasted
Fresh Shipment of ;‘ur;;ey SLi a
Deer Apples this Week! 5.
SUMMER HOURS: WED. & SAT. 8AM-5PM. MON., TUES., THURS., & FRI. 8AM - 6PM
Located in Gleason. All prices subject to change. While supplies last.
Rp—

STOP IN AND ENJOY OUR FRIENDLY, AGREEABLE SERVICE!

Tall pines on Memorial
Drive to be removed

BY TINA L. SCOTT
EDITOR

At the Oct. 8, 2024,
regular City of Merrill
Common Council meeting.
a motion to remove the
towering red pine trees
located on the east side of
the Merrill Fairgounds
along Memorial Dr. passed
7-1. The motion came at

City Engineer, and Public

Works Director Rod
Akey.  Several factors
were considered in

recommending the removal
of the tall pines, including
the presence of “a three-
phase power line next to
the trees,” and that “the
trees shade Memorial Dr.
which contributes to icing
problems in the winter.”

will be placed around
the perimeter of the
Fairgrounds, Akey said.
And he recommended
removal of the mature trees
prior to installation of the
fence.

Following a short

discussion at the Common
Council  meeting, the
motion to remove the
trees passed 7-1 on a voice
vote. Alderperson Michael
“Gus” Caylor, Jr. was the
lone nay vote.

the recommendation of the The Lincoln County
Fairgrounds  Committee  Rodeo Association donated
and City Administrator, decorative fencing that

Pet of the Week

This stunning boy is Renegade! He is the:
sweetest boy who loves to get attention ,
and is good with other cats! Renegade is o
great around people and is quite the love! o
Renegade is vaccinated, neutered, and e
micro-chipped, and he is ready to find his ®
forever home! s

: Visit the Lincoln County Humane Society, .
o SPONSOREDBY 310 N. Memorial Dr., in Merrill. Hours: o
o MON. - SAT. 12-4 PM & SUN. 12-2 PM. «
° EO(EOE %Ewgt Call the shelter at 715-536-3459, or°®
Ot ' " visit us on the web at www.furrypets.com. ®

We Raise Sunken
Concrete

DON’'T REPLACE IT - RAISE IT!
A Fraction Of The Cost Of Replacement
* Steps * Garage Floors
* Sidewalks * Driveways
* Basement Floors e Patios

Fanenete Eaising Tue. u:inter is c:min?_!
FREE ESTIMATES "‘;,,‘;}',’.f’,“éz‘e,",}’{,,,f'g
715-359-1900  sigowats on )

www.ahleconcreteraising.com ® acrwausau@yahoo.com

A view of the towering red pines along Memorial Dr., taken
facing southwest. Just one of the trees falling or snapping off
could take out the power lines.

Photo courtesy of the City of Merrill.

Elizabeth McCrank for
Assembly District 35

v

3 reasons to cross the line and vote for
Elizabeth McCrank on November 5th:

A lifetime of work experience
means she has faced the same
challenges as other working people.

She supported a Pine Crest
referendum (her opponent said a
referendum was “unnecessary”).

She shows up for the people—and
doesn't take you for granted.

Elizabeth McCrank: A Real Choice, for a Change!

Paid for by McCrank for the People

421282

mccrankforthepeople.com
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PUBLISHER’S LETTER

Reaching Beyond The Veil

Dear Reader,

In the quiet moments
of reflection, when the
world around us falls still,
it is natural to wonder
about those who have
gone before us. They lived,
they loved, they achieved
noble purposes, and now,
they dwell in the spiritual
realm, a world that seems
distant yet so intimately
connected to our own. The
question arises: Can we
summon their guidance,
their wisdom, to help us
navigate the challenges
of life and fulfill our own
noble purposes?

It is a comforting
thought to imagine that
those we cherished in life
could reach back across
the divide to offer us
support. We often think of
them as watching over us,
their presence felt in the
whispers of intuition or
the sudden, inexplicable
clarity that descends
upon us in moments of
need. But is there a way
to actively seek their
counsel, to draw upon
their strengths and love in
a way that influences our
own journey?

The idea of summoning
those who have passed,
much like Aladdin’s three
wishes, is a compelling one.
Yet, unlike a magical lamp,
the spiritual world operates
on principles that we may
not fully comprehend.
Perhaps it is not a matter
of summoning, but rather
of aligning ourselves
with the higher purposes
they embodied. When
our goals are steeped in
goodness and love, when
we strive to add light to a
world often shrouded in
darkness, we may find that
their influence naturally
flows into our lives. It is
as though the veil between
the physical and spiritual
world thins, allowing their
energy to blend with ours.

This raises the question:
Are we truly alone in our
struggles, left to our own
devices to fight dragons
and defend the vulnerable?
Or are we, in fact,
accompanied by unseen
forces—guardian  angels
assigned to usin childhood,
perhaps, or angelic warrior
guides who step in as we
mature? These beings, if
they exist, could be seen
as extensions of the love
and guidance from those
who have departed. They
are the guardians of our
souls, nudging us toward
the right path, helping us
bear the burdens that life
inevitably places upon us.

As hybrids of the

physical and spiritual
realms, we walk a unique
path. Our souls, tethered
to this world by the body,
are still deeply connected
to the spiritual plane. In
our imperfection, we long
for the perfection that
our souls might achieve
once freed from the body.
But what if we could
draw upon that spiritual
perfection even now? What
if we could channel some

of both worlds as we strive
to fulfill our purpose. And
in this endeavor, we are
not alone. The spiritual
world, with all its love and
wisdom, is closer than we
think, ready to support us
as we walk our path.

So, as we move forward,
let us do so with the
knowledge that we are
supported by those who
have gone before us, by
guardian angels, and by
the very perfection that
awaits us in the spiritual
realm. We are here for a
reason, and with the help
of the unseen, we can
fulfill that purpose with
grace and courage.

PATRICK J. WOOD
Publisher
Author of “Reflections” a new book

Park City Gardens 2024

It was another great
summer for Park City
Gardens. The skies above
provided plenty of rain
to keep the beautiful city
gardens looking  great,
and the community truly
enjoyed all of the blooms
and pops of color in the
community. A  special
thanks to all the gardeners
who are dedicated to
planting and maintaining
the 20 gardens throughout
the city. Also, a special
thank you to all of the
donors that help to fund all
the beautiful plants, flowers,
soil, etc.

Many, many people
have commented on how
beautiful Merrill is in
the summer with all the
gardens.

Park City Gardens
is always looking for

growing in the future. If you
are interested in either role,
please call Katy Weckwerth
at 715.218.5092.

A donation to Park City
Gardens is also a wonderful
way to remember a loved
one or honor someone with
a birthday or anniversary
donation. Going forward,
these donations will be

acknowledged in the Foto
News and on the Positively
Merrill Facebook Page.
Donations will live on
in the beautiful gardens
throughout Merrill.
Donations (and in honor
of or in memory of
information) may be sent
c¢/0: Lynn Reindl, PO Box
317, Merrill, WI 54452.

JOIN NOW AND
GET THE REST OF
THE YEAR FOR FREE,
WITH A TOY DONATION!

of the purity and wisdom now available on Amazon.

from the other side into
our daily lives?

additional gardeners and
board members to assist
in Kkeeping this program

SPORTS » FITMNESS = FRIENDS

It is possible, perhaps, to
reach out and connect with
the spiritual world more
intentionally. Through
prayer, meditation, or
simply living a life aligned

Please send announcements, news
briefs, photo submissions and letters
to the editor to: tscott@mmclocal.com

Established in 1981

“Three years ago, | set an easy goal
for myself. After reaching that goal, |
set a more difficult goal. Now working

with higher principles,
we might open ourselves
to the influence of those
who have gone before us.
In doing so, we are not
only connecting with them
but also drawing from
the eternal into the finite.
We become conduits for
the love and wisdom that
transcends this earthly
existence, allowing it to
flow through us and into
the world around us.
Ultimately, life may

Fall Brush Clean-up

NOTICE
City of Merrill Residents

The City of Merrill Street Department will be having a
Fall Brush Clean-up. All City of Merrill residents will be
allowed to place brush on the boulevard, on their regularly
scheduled garbage day, during the week of
October 28-31, 2024.

Please place brush, butt ends toward the street, next to
your garbage and recyclables.

Your brush pile must not exceed 4’ high by 6’ wide.

out is a part of my routine.”

www.riversideathletic.com (RSN 536-2481 :

Freudenthal Mig.

"5"' "i{‘;"’“ « One piece Polyethylene construction

i -+ Available in two sizes 68"or 78" diameter

"1 +50r 6 window option

+9"x 26"smoked glass oval windows
«Window in door « Roof vent option

« Windows & door frame with weather stripping

indeed be a test, a proving
ground for the soul. But it
is also an opportunity—a
chance to blend the
physical with the spiritual,
to draw upon the resources

Your brush must be on the boulevard by 7:00 AM. We
will not pick up any brush that is not out by 7:00 AM on
your regularly scheduled garbage day. We will still collect
bundled brush throughout the year, as usual.

Dustin Bonack - Street Superintendent

¥ . Designed for gun or bow
' +21/2"bottom flange for ground staking

|+ Easily mounted to your raised platform
« Costs up to 30% less than many other brands

FrRom $989 to $1149 Hunting

Blinds

413279

What'’s Happening at

St. Vincent de
Paul Thrift Store

1004 E. Main Street, Merrill, Wi

Hours: Monday thru Friday 9AM to 5PM

Nifty Thrifty Sale
Friday, October 25, 2024

m50%

OFF

Come Early...
7 AM-7 PM OF EVERYTHING
: Gpeciathowsfor | IN THE STORE!

Don’t forget Nifty Thrifty Sales are the 4th Friday of every month,

AND REMEMBER...THRIFTING IS FUN!!!

MERRILES

Office Hours:
Monday - Friday ¢ 8 a.m. - 5 p.m.

OrCO

tschreiber@mmclocal.com

Niki Piechota
Graphic Designer

2011 E. Main St., Merrill, WI 54452.

Eews

jgartmann@mmclocal.com
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E" United

Merrill Area GIVE - ADVOCATE
United Way *VOLUNTEER

Merrill Area United Way « Dee Olsen, Executive Director

This has been a tragic month for the United States. Hurricane Helen has ravaged the
eastern U.S. states, and the incredible damage done in Florida by hurricane Milton is
more than most people can handle. The loss of family, home, destroyed forests, lands
and infrastructure is unfathomable. Even if you are not in those areas, you are and will
be affected by loss. Watching news reports shows how we cannot rely on government
to provide the aid needed, but we can all be touched by the incredible people who have
gone to volunteer and help others through this horrific time. God Bless the American
people. While the distance between Merrill and the Eastern coastal states is great,
the heartfelt compassion for what those people are going through is very, very near
and dear to our heart. If you can support the efforts in any way possible, please do it.

Way L0F

Ml 8 My Ureten] Wy

On the home front, United Way is in the middle of our annual campaign to raise
dollars to help our local families. Hundreds of families are faced with a vast number
of struggles. These can be financial struggles, childcare struggles, putting food on the
table, preparing for the inevitable heating bills that are around the corner with winter
nipping at out heals. Some severe needs are in dealing with homelessness, mental
health concerns, transportation and medical needs. There are many programs that
exist to help people, yet we know not all needs are being met. The agencies that
receive United Way funding rely heavily on the dollars they are allocated to carry out
the programs they offer. It is so important that we reach our campaign goals, so that
these relevant programs continue to help people and not fall by the wayside.

The campaign is still underway. Once it is concluded, we then go through the
allocation process to determine how much we have available to fund our agencies
and then ultimately, how much each agency will receive based on the success of
the campaign. We can only give out, what we have coming in. In 2024 United Way
disbursed $219,280 to agencies that provide services in the focus areas of immediate
basic needs, health and education.

The United Way campaign runs through early November. These donations come from
individuals, families, retirees, and companies. So far, this year’s campaign seems to
be off to a little slower start. We remain hopeful that more donations will come in so
we can sustain the same level of giving as the prior year, allowing us to support all 19
agencies. All donated dollars stay local to help your neighbors, family, and friends. To
donate send checks to Merrill Area United Way, at P. O. Box 813, Merrill 54452. Our
website is www.merrillareaunitedway.org. There you can also find a QR Code to make
an online donation through Stripe. For further information email us at Delores.Olsen@
merrillareaunitedway.org or call our part-time office at 715-536-2016.

420717
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Steven James Sharon

Steven  James
Sharon of Pelican
Lake, passed away
& unexpectedly ~ on
“ October 8, 2024, in
- Marathon County while hunt-
ing with long-time friends
following a sudden health
incident while in the woods.
He was 68 years old.

Steve was born on January 14,
1956, in Antigo, Wisconsin, to
the late James Sharon and
Mildred (Magnuson) Seidlitz.
He attended grade school in
Antigo until his family re-
located to Merrill where his father operated the Chevrolet
garage. He graduated from Merrill High School with the
class of 1974.

It was there, in Merrill, on graduation day when he met his
future wife, Jane Borchardt. Following high school, he
enlisted in the United States Air Force where he worked as a
mechanic on B-52’s. While serving in the Military, he asked
Jane for her hand in marriage. The couple were married on
June 24, 1978, at Trinity Lutheran Church in Merrill. He and
Jane lived in California after they were married where he
was stationed. They were blessed with a son, Chad Sharon.
Steve loved spending time outdoors, hunting and fishing,
cherishing every moment spent with his late son and father.
Steve worked various sales and delivery jobs in the Merrill
area to include Merrill Candy, Seeger Dairy, Hostess and GB
Vending. In 2005 Steve suffered a heart attack ultimately
leading him to new careers. In 2002, he and Jane relocated to
Pelican Lake where they made their forever home. He drove
school bus for several years and later decided to go back to
school where he earned his certificate as an EMT, thus
beginning his second career spanning 15 years. He also
worked at the Rhinelander Hospital as an IV Tech. Steve and
Jane enjoyed traveling, both by car and on their motorcycle.
When he retired in 2019, they started traveling to Surprise,
Arizona, initially renting a home and eventually purchasing
their own home where they would spend the winter months.
Steve was a kind-hearted, caring man, he will be deeply
missed by his family and many close friends.

He is survived by his wife of 46 years, Jane, brother, Tom
Sharon, sister-in-law, Sandy (Glenn) Frank, nephews, Jim
(Brenda) Frank, Jason Frank, niece, Pam (Jon) Wolford, and
great niece, Sadie Wolford.

Steve is preceded in death by his son, Chad Sharon, parents,
and brother, David Sharon.

Per Steve's wishes, no services will be held.

Weber-Hill & Packard Funeral Home of Crandon is
assisting the family with arrangements.

www.merrillfotonews.com

YOUR FAMILY’'S
PERSONAL MEMORIALIST
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Specialists tn Pre-INeeds Planming
FROM SELECTION TO DESIGN TO SETTING,

ALL OF OUR WORK IS PROUDLY DONE IN - HOUSE

20 N. 2nd St., Tomahawk, WI ® 715-453-6523
Visit us at: www.tomahawkmonument.com
Email us at: contactus@tomahawkmonument.com

2861

In Memoriams
Imoving I

. Memory of

JOHN DOE

Apr. 9, 1954-Aug. 6, 2014

We can
assist you
in finding
a heartfelt

way to
honor and
remember
your loved

one.

R

It’s hard to believe it’s
been 2 years already

since you left us.

We think of you
every d{; Stop or call

Love & Miss You our office to

Jane, Sue & B'?gll place your ad.
Ve hOtO

ews

2011 E. Main St., Merrill

261067

715-536-7121

William Herbert Cohrs

William Herbert
Cohrs passed
peacefully to his
heavenly home on
October 10, 2024.
He was born on January 2,
1939 in Merrill to Herbert and
Irene (Boettcher) Cohrs. He
attended St. John Lutheran
School and graduated from
Merrill High. William married
Carolyn (Barney) on October
1, 1966. They recently cele-
brated 58 years of marriage.

He joined the Army National
Guard and was active for ten
years spending time in Washington state. He helped organize
annual reunions for years for the Guard and was very proud
of his service. He took part in the Honor Flight in 2022.
Willie and Carolyn ran the family farm which has been in
the family for more than 140 years, raising dairy and beef]
cattle, horses, sheep, chickens, emus and peacocks. As a
farmer, he could build, remodel, and repair almost anything.
He was a skilled electrician, spending more than 30 years at
Wausau Papers where he made many lifelong friends.

He especially enjoyed deer hunting, boating, playing
Sheepshead and cribbage, biking, walking, and fishing in the
family pond. His passion was spending as much time as
possible with his family and friends — especially his
grandchildren.

Together Willie and Carrie enjoyed traveling — having
visited all 50 states, the ten Canadian provinces, and five
continents.

He was a charter member and past-President of the Friends
of Council Grounds State Park where he was responsible for
completing many projects including the beach shelter.

He was an active member of St. Francis Xavier Catholic
Church a third degree member of the Knights of Columbus.

Willie is survived by his wife, Carolyn, two sons, Keith
(Shelley) Cohrs, and Kevin (Tammy) Cohrs, five grand-
children, Evan, Hays (formerly Hanna), lan, Ava, and Lauren
Cohrs, sisters, Doris Wanless, Helen (Harry) Wallace, and
Margie (Paul) Zimmerman, sister-in-law, Nancy Cohrs and
many nieces and nephews. He is preceded in death by his
parents, his brother Philipp, brothers-in-law Leonard
Wanless and Donald Sturm, and nephew Michael Sturm.

A Mass of Christian Burial will be held at Bell Tower
Chapel on Friday, October 18, 2024 at 11:00 am. A visitation
will be held on Friday, October 18, 2024 from 9:30 am until
the time of service in the Assissi Hall at Bell Tower
Residence. Fr. Maria Vallabhaneni will officiate. Inurnment
will take place immediately after mass at St. Francis Xavier
Catholic Cemetery.

In lieu of flowers donations may be made to St. Vincent De
Paul and/or the Food Pantry in Merrill in loving memory of]
Willie.

The family would like to thank the staff at Bell Tower
Residence and Interim Health Care for their loving care
while he was with them. We will miss Willie greatly and are
grateful for the many memories he gave us.

Waid Funeral Home & Cremation Service of Merrill is
assisting the family with arrangements. Online condolences
are encouraged and may be made at www.waidfuneral.com

We Have

-~ Over 15,000+ Designs
In Our Portfolio

Plus Over
100 Monuments In Stock — s

S Merrill

¢ Custom Etching Monument
* Pre-Need Monuments N2182CTHK &
« Final Dates & Inscriptions ~ Merrill, WI 54452 &
¢ Custom Cemetery Work ~ 715-536-6654

o EMAIL US: merrillmonument@gmail.com P
STORE HOURS: Mon. - Fri. 9am - Noon & 1pm - 4pm

Will your family know
what you wanted?

We can help you record your wishes so
they won’t have to wonder. Call today.

WAID FUNERAL
AND CREMATION
SERVICE

301 Eagle Drive
Merrill, Wl
(715) 536-4646
www.WaidFuneral.com
Email: info@waidfuneral.com

410566

Dennis W. ‘Denny’ Ebner

Dennis W. ‘Denny’
Ebner, 73, of
Merrill, peacefully
passed away at his
home wunder the
care of his loving daughters
and Compassus Hospice on
Saturday, October 5, 2024.

Denny was born January 15,
1951, in La Crosse, WI, the
son of Walter ‘Walt’ and
Patricia ‘Pat’ (Sutton) Ebner.
Denny grew up in Wausau and
graduated from Wausau East
High School and was active in
many sports. He completed
welding training at Northcentral Technical College in
Wausau. Denny married his best friend, Sandra ‘Sandy’
Baumann on October 21, 1972, in Merrill. He also served his
country in the United States Army Reserves. Denny began
his career as a welder at Marmet Corporation in Wausau.
During his career, he also worked at Goetsch’s Welding and
retired from Northern Wire in Merrill.

Denny was a well-known taxidermist in the Merrill and sur-
rounding areas. For 32 years, he operated ‘Denny’s
Taxidermy’ and shared his skill with many avid fishermen
and hunters. He enjoyed both rifle and bow hunting and the
great outdoors. In his later years after retirement, he enjoyed
using his crossbow. Denny and Sandy enjoyed spending time
outdoors, especially at their favorite fishing holes. While the
girls were growing up, the family would take annual vaca-
tions to Pitlik’s Resort in Eagle River. Denny loved being
busy and enjoyed taking care of his house and yard. He cher-
ished spending time with his family and friends and will be
remembered for his comical personality.

Denny is survived by two daughters, Michelle Skidmore,
Wausau and Angela (John) Chatham, Cedar Grove, TN;
grandson, Justin Feck of Wausau; granddaughter, Cassandra
Feck of Wausau; and granddaughter, Tyler Chatham (fiancé
Hunter Walker) of Jacksonville, FL; sister, Penny (Alan)
Will of Wausau; nephew, Chad (Katie) Will of Wausau; and
niece, Ami Johnson of Wausau. He lost the love of his life,
Sandy, on August 31, 2020, he was also preceded in death by
his parents.

Per Denny’s wishes, a private family service will be held to
lay him and his wife to rest in union at a later date. Taylor-
Stine Funeral & Cremation, Merrill is assisting the family.

Online condolences may be made at www.taylorstinefune
ralhome.com.

Karen I. Diels

Karen I. Diels, age 84, of]
Merrill, WI, passed away
peacefully, while surrounded
by family, on Friday, October
4,2024. Karen, a beloved wife,
mother, grandmother, great-
grandmother, sister, aunt, and
friend was born on August 17,
1940, in Merrill, WI, to the late
Herman and Ivy (Gartmann)
Hoffman.
~ In her late teens, Karen met
~ Allan “Butch” Diels, the love
of her life, and they were mar-
1 ried on October 11, 1958. To-

- gether they raised two wonder-
ful children, Tim and Scott. The family enjoyed a happy life
in Merrill after relocating from Two Rivers, WI. Karen was
employed at Lincoln Wood Products where she was the first
female employee ever hired and she was very proud of that.
Karen’s quick wit and determination showed everyone that
women could make it in a “Man’s world”. Karen started her
employment with Lincoln Wood Products in 1967 where she
worked until her retirement.

Although she was proud of her accomplishments throughout
her career, Karen also dedicated herself to caring for her
children and her family. It was important to Karen that she
was close to her family. She would spend Friday nights
going out to eat with her family, having craft days with her
grandchildren, delivering her sugar cookies that everyone
loved, calling her family on their birthdays so that she could
sing “Happy Birthday” to them, creating themes for
Christmas celebrations (she was willing to do anything that
her grandchildren asked her to do), and hosting her famous
annual “Farm Party” for over 30 years. It was rare that a day
went by that Karen and Butch did not spend time with their
children or grandchildren. Karen’s legacy of love and the im-
portance of family will forever remain in the hearts of those
who knew her.

Karen leaves behind her husband, Allan “Butch” Diels; her
children, Tim (Sherri) Diels, and Scott (Mary Jo) Diels, both
of Merrill, WI; her grandchildren, Keith Diels, Kristina
(Zach) Patterman, Courtney (Dan) Diels-Osness, Derek
Diels, Hunter (Kaylin) Diels, and Chantelle (Zack)
Anderson; and her great-grandchildren, Cayden Diels, Adein
Diels, Kaylee Patterman, and Riley Patterman.

A celebration of life gathering was held on Friday, Novem-
ber 15, 2024, from 2:00 PM to 7:00 PM, with a late lunch
served at 3:00 PM, at the Agra Pavilion at 404 S. Park Street
in Merrill. Generations Funeral Home & Crematory of Tom-
ahawk is assisting the family. View Karen’s obituary and
leave online condolences at generationsfuneral.com.

Funeral Home and
Cremation Services

Leah D. Reist, Director
McKenna K. Meunier, Director

903 E. Third St. ¢ Merrill, WI
715-536-6244
www.taylorstinefuneralhome.com
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Vernon Fenney

Vernon Fenney, 91,
| passed on peace-
fully in his sleep
the morning of
Sunday, October 6,
2024, at his home in Merrill,
WI.

Vernon (Sonny) was born in
Kingston, NY, on May 22,
1933, to Vernon S and Dorothy
E Fenney. Vern was the oldest
of four sons and held a unique
relationship with each one of]
his brothers. He grew up hunt-
ing in the Catskill Mountains,
road motorcycles (well into his
eighties), drove semi trucks all along the east coast, and
served in the U.S. Army and Army Reserve from 1951-1961.
After his discharge and with the support of the GI Bill, Vern
attended the Allied Institute of Technology in Chicago where
he became a master machinist. Chicago is also where he met
the love of his life, Fernande Cardin (1927-2011), and they
married on July 18, 1958. After camping at the Council
Grounds State Park, the family fell in love with the area and
decided to move to central Wisconsin in 1969. In the Town
of Harding, Vern and Fernande built a small farm, Vern
served as town supervisor for multiple years, and he was
elected as union president of the Boilermakers during his
employment at Loed Company. He and his wife loved to
travel visiting most of the US, along with multiple trips to
France to see the family of Fernande.

He is survived by his daughter Doreen (Alan) Renken,
Merrill; brothers Robert Fenney and Alfred Fenney, both of]
Agawam, MA; granddaughter Heather Young, McFarland;
step son-in-law Dennis Wrzesinski, Portage; step grand-
children Crisy Wrzesinski, Portage; Cindy (Kraig) Hanig,
Merrill; Robert Cwilklik, South Elgin, IL, Jenny (Colin)
Hudler, Alsip, IL, Steven Wrzesinski, Merrill, along with
their families.

He is preceded in death by his parents Vernon and Dorothy
Fenney, wife Fernande Fenney, brother Bruce Fenney,
stepson Michael Cwiklik, stepdaughter Sylvie Cwiklik-
Wrzesinski.

A memorial gathering will be held at the home of Doreen

Roy Timothy Thiel
7 Roy Timothy Thiel, 65, of
© . Merrill, WI passed away at

4 ' Marshfield Medical Center,
! .+ Weston on October 8, 2024,
: i "~ with immediate family by his
side.

Roy was born to Roy Henry
and Jacquelyn Carol (Colling)
Thiel on March 18, 1959,
in Appleton, WI where he
attended elementary school
before moving to Merrill, WI.
Roy graduated from Merrill
High School in 1977 where he
met his wife, Laurie (Annis).
His high school years were
spent not playing traditional sports, but instead competitively
racing motocross and competing in local and surrounding
area ice drags with friends and brother Mike (Herbi).

He married Laurie Annis on May 26, 1979, at Trinity
Lutheran Church in Merrill, WI. They had a wonderful
family and life together until his untimely passing.

In his later years, he loved spending time with the family he
created with Laurie and tinkering away in his garage & shed.
Motorcycles continued to be a fixture throughout his life,
and he had an immense love for all things WI sports, a love
he shared with his wife and passed down to his sons.
However, he preferred to listen to the iconic voices of Mr.
Uecker, Mr. Larrivee, and Mr. Lepay on the radio in lieu of]
watching games on TV.

Roy is survived by his wife, Laurie; children, Tyler (Nicole)
Thiel, and Lucas (Elizabeth) Thiel; grandchildren, Harper,
Grayson, Beckett, Lennox, Ellianna, and Josephine; brother,
Michael (Jayne) Thiel; sisters, Linda (Greg) Berlin, Jennifer
(Timothy) Mueske, and Lisa Hinz; in-laws, Joni Annis, Tim
(Lynn) Annis, Sara (Dave) Wendorf, Lisa (Bruce) Duginski,
along with many nieces, nephews and other relatives.

He is preceded in death by his sister, Cynthia; father, Roy;
mother, Jacquelyn and father-in-law, Philip Annis.

The family wishes to thank the wonderful and caring staff at
Marshfield Medical Center — Weston, for the care and
compassion they had shown to Roy and his family during his
last days.

Taylor-Stine Funeral & Cremation, Merrill is assisting the
family with arrangements. Online condolences may be made

Matt G. Mensching

Matt G. Mensching, age 58, of]
Stoughton, passed away on
Wednesday, October 2, 2024.
He was born on March 16,
| 1966, in Merrill, the son of]
Leonard and Elaine (Geils)
Mensching.

Matt graduated from Merrill
High School. He was em-
ployed as a truck driver for his
entire working career. Matt en-
joyed gambling, playing crib-
bage and horseshoes, and
cheering on the Packers. He
was always a good friend to
everyone.

Matt will be missed by his brothers, Mark (Dawn Osness)
Mensching and Mike Mensching; nieces, Krista (Scott) Ward
and Jennifer Hanson; great-nieces, Elizabeth Ward, Cali
Hanson and Krystine Mensching; and great-nephew, Cole
Hanson. He was preceded in death by his parents, Leonard
and Elaine Mensching.

A celebration of life was held at OREGON BOWL, 214
Spring St., Oregon, from 2p.m. until 6p.m. on Saturday, Oc-
tober 12, 2024.

Online condolences may be made at www.gundersonfh.
com.

EVWGE BIG DEALS
I LEGAL NOTICES|

7700 I Legals 7700

Legals

Edward Drive Merrill.

and Alan Renken at noon on November 2nd, 2024, W6945

at www.taylorstinefuneralhome.com.

PAID LETTER TO THE EDITOR

We  welcome letters
to the Editor, a chance
for members of the
community to comment
on issues of concern to
them. All letters must be
original, not duplications
of letters addressed to
public officials or written
by others. The views and
opinions expressed are
those of the letter writer
and do not necessarily
reflect the views of this
publication, its publishers,
Editor, or staff.

To the Editor:

I probably would not
know either Elizabeth
McCrank or Calvin
Callahan if not for their
participation in the last two
terms of Lincoln County’s
Board of  Supervisors.
Various issues have forced
me to pay attention, and
that has given me an

understanding of their
participation and votes
during that time.

So, let me explain

why I am not voting for
Calvin Callahan for State
Assembly.

Mr. Callahan  often
was not present at local
meetings, both at committee
level and at Board meetings.

At one point, he chaired
the Broadband Committee
which met only once during
his tenure.

Mr. Callahan asked to be
taken off and was removed
from all County Board
committees, possibly due
to his being down state.
While sitting in the State
Assembly, his few pieces
of legislation focused on
fluff recreational bills, anti-
wolf measures, and taking
away more rights from the
poor and disenfranchised
- basically those without
lobbyists.

Perhaps it is his
inexperience that led him
to promote those bills.
My understanding of his
work experience shows
him going from school into
politics without much, if
any, real-life experience in
the real-world work force.

Mr. Callahan, when
he was present at Board
meetings, voted twice

against the question of
Pine Crest Nursing Home
going to referendum. He
also voted for eliminating
UW-Extension, against the
much-needed wheel tax,
and supported selling Pine
Crest Nursing Home.

I am voting for Elizabeth
McCrank  because of

her impressive resume,
extensive work history, and
her votes at County Board.

Elizabeth McCrank has
earned various degrees
from various universities
and also taught at
university level for several
years. Her experience is not
limited to just academics
but also shows a number
of years at carpentry and
construction, and more
recently, as adult reference
librarian at the T.B. Scott
Free Library and outreach
specialist for the UW-
Extension.

Her consistent
presence at  meetings,
her comprehensive take

on several issues before
the County Board, her
pragmatic suggestions to
make Board decisions more
workable, her willingness
to work with others, and her
community  involvement
earn my vote for the 35th
District State Assembly
seat.

—Diana C. Smith

Tomahawk, Wis.

The cost for Paid Letters
to the Editor is $40.00 per
letter of up to 250 words,
plus $10.00 per additional
50 words, and must be
prepaid prior to printing.

DATE SIGNED October 10, 2024

Probate Registrar
STATE OF WISCONSIN,
CIRCUIT COURT, LINCOLN COUNTY
Notice to Creditors
(Informal Administration)
Case No. 2024-IN-40
IN THE MATTER OF THE ESTATE OF
VALENCIA GRUNENWALD

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE:

1. An application  for
administration was filed.
2. The decedent, with date of birth
March 29, 1928 and date of death
August 9, 2024, was domiciled in
Lincoln County, State of Wisconsin, with
a mailing address of N1297 Fairview
Road, Merrill, WI 54452,
3. All interested persons waived notice.
4. The deadline for filing a claim against
the decedent's estate is January 26,
2025.
5. A claim may be filed at the Lincoln
County Courthouse, Merrill, Wisconsin,
Room Probate Office.
Craig J. Nienow

N5041 County Road JJ

informal

Irma, WI 54442

715-536-7185

Bar Number: 1015178

Published October 17, 24 & 31, 2024
WNAXLP

DATE SIGNED: September 30, 2024
Electronically signed by Becky S. Byer
Probate Registrar
STATE OF WISCONSIN,
CIRCUIT COURT, LINCOLN COUNTY
IN THE MATTER OF THE ESTATE OF
ERIC JAMES NORTON
DOD 09/24/2024
Notice to Creditors
(Informal Administration)
Case No. 2024 IN 36
PLEASE TAKE NOTICE:
1. An  application  for
administration was filed.
2. The decedent, with date of birth
06/24/1966 and date of death
09/24/2024, was domiciled in Lincoln
County, State of Wisconsin, with a
mailing address of 112 S Foster St.,
Merrill, WI 54452.
3. All interested persons waived notice.
4. The deadline for filing a claim against
the decedent's estate is 01/10/2025.
5. A claim may be filed at the Lincoln
County Courthouse, 1110 East Main
Street 2nd Floor, Merrill, WI, 54452
Room Probate Office.
Dana Jane Wilson
3911 Moen Lake Rd
Rhinelander, WI 54501
715-367-0094
Published October 10, 17 & 24, 2024
WNAXLP

informal

The October 8, 2024 Council Minutes
are in draft form until approved at the
next scheduled meeting. The minutes
are available for viewing in the City
Clerk’s Office and on the City of Merrill
website. Complete Ordinances are
available on the City of Merrill website:
https://www.ci.merrill.wi.us/

Published October 17, 2024 WNAXLP

Liquor and Beer License Application
Town of Russell, Lincoln County
October 16, 2024 - June 30, 2025
Class B Combination License

Ma's Place

Jennifer McCurry, Agent

N5375 State Highway 17

Gleason WI 54435

Published 10/17/24 WNAXLP

EARLY IN PERSON

VOTING NOTICE

Correction to article
in last week’s edition

Correction: In Last Week’s Article Entitled “The Price
Of Progress: Demolition Of The Holy Cross Chapel To
Make Way For Expansion Of Aspirus Merrill Hospital,”
Sister Pat Cormack’s Name Was Spelled Incorrectly. Our
Article Read “Sister Pat Mccormick” Which Was Incorrect.

Also, Sister Pat, who was the former Provincial for the
Sisters of Mercy of the Holy Cross USA Province (2000-
2006, 2012-2021), was incorrectly identified as the archivist
for the Sisters. The archivist is Sister Pam Hodgson.

Our apologies for the errors.

www.merrillfotonews.com

EARLY IN PERSON VOTING NOTICE

Early voting for TOWN OF MERRILL residents for the
November 5th, 2024 General Election, will begin at the
Town of Merrill Community Center, W4594 Progress Ave. on
Tuesday, October 22nd.

Voting hours are:
Tuesday ¢ October 22nd

Thursday ¢ October 24th
Tuesday * October 29th
Thursday * October 31st
Friday « November 1st

Mitzi Flegner, Clerk
Published October 10 & 17, 2024

9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.
1:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m.
9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.
1:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m.
9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.

419350

WNAXLP

Early voting for City of Merrill Residents for the November 5th
General Election will begin at City Hall (1004 East First
Street) on Tuesday, October 22, 2024.

In-Person Early Voting hours are:

10/22 — 10-25 8:00 A.M. to 4:30 P.M.
10/28 — 10/31 8:00 A.M. to 4:30 P.M.
11 8:00 A.M. to 5:00 P.M.

In-Person Early Voting may be completed in the City Clerk’s
office or at the Treasurer’s office window.

Please have a photo ID available.

Early voting is not permitted on Monday, November 4, 2024.

Lori L. Anderson-Malm
City Clerk
Published October 17, 2024

418794

WNAXLP

FFA MEMBER OF THE MONTH ===

Sophie Koehler, a Junior at Merrill High School (MHS), has been named FFA Member of
the Month for September 2024. Sophie joined FFA in her Sophomore year. “| joined FFA
because | loved 4-H and have been actively involved in 4-H for 11 years now,” she said. “I
wanted to learn more about agriculture and be more involved in general.” She enjoys FFA and
participates in fundraisers and field trips to World Dairy Expo and the Midwest Horse Fair,

she said.

Sophie and her sister, Grace, have owned a pumpkin patch in the Town of Pine River for 12
years. She also works part-time at Fleet Farm in the Farm and Auto Department.

At school, Sophie is involved in SkillsUSA and was recently elected State Treasurer.

In her free time, “I enjoy welding and spending time with my friends and family,” she said.

The daughter of Jessica and Mike Koehler of Merrill, Sophie has a 3.1 GPA. “After graduating,
I plan on attending NTC for a degree in Agricultural Business Management,” Sophie said.

Sophie Koehler

COLDWELL BAMKER

ACTION
Independently Owned and Operated

Congratulations from this sponsor:
Gail Abegglen
715-551-8016

2402 E. Main St., Merrill

FFA Members highlighted in
this feature are selected by the
Executive Committee of
the FFA, not by
the sponsor.
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SUNDAY - BROASTED CHICKEN
MONDAY - CHEF’S SPECIAL (K4 %] .
Conference Room & Hall ' Rental Available

Open at 4pm Mon. & Thurs.  Open at Noon Fri.
Open at 11am Sat. & Sun. ¢ Closed Tues. & Wed.

OPEN TO THE PUBLIC | fI

601 Johnson St., Merrill » 715-536-5108

421375

% % % % A \WE[SELLIELAGS! & & & &

-—

ALLYOU CAN EAT

PANCAKE
DINNER ™

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 20 * 11A.M. - 1P.M.

Homemade Potato Pancakes and
Buttermilk Pancakes served with
Scrambled Eggs and Sausage.

418213

« Adults - $10 CARRYOUTS AVAILABLE

« Children 6-12 - §5 Faith Lutheran

5 years old and ggll_-ll_rhCh CSouth - Mol
under - Free 7 553(;?4:;‘“ outh - Merri

411500

wEagles Club EE==

1205 N Lake St. * Merrill, W 54452 ——

Open to the Public ¢ (715) 536-7471

=F] No FOOD SERVED: Sat. & Sun. - Special Events Only
DINNER SPECIALS FOR OCTOBER

TUESDAY NIGHTS ‘ FRIDAY NIGHTS

OCT. 22ND - SPAGHETTI & MEAT SAUCE | OCT. 18TH - CATFISH
OCT. 29TH - BOURBON CHICKEN | OCT. 25TH - BLUEGILL

DINNER SERVED FROM 4:00 PM - 8:00 PM
| Visit our Website! 584.localfoewi.com |

P AN c AKE S All-You-Can-Eat

(Potato and Regular)
Drinks available
This Sunday, October 20, 2024 ¢« 9am-1pm
Adults $10.00 e Children (-10 years) $5.00
Children 5 and under are FREE
(Carry-Out Available)

PROCEEDS WILL BE GIVEN TO
RUSS HARTWIG TO HELP DEFRAY | = ' =
MEDICAL EXPENSES

{
E REAGAN

COSMO Kips«$5.00
Theatre SENORS « $5.00
Main St. e Merrill  ADULTS o $8.00

MOVIES AND SHOWTIMES

10/18/24 TO 10/24/24
Mondays All Seats $5.00
SMILE 2
L “R” (2HR 7MIN)
FRIDAY: 7:00PM
SATURDAY: 1:00, 3:30, 7:00PM
SUNDAY: 1:00, 3:30 & 7:00PM
MONDAY THRU THURSDAY: 7:00PM ONLY

A

i

Y
¥

“PG13” (2HR 21MIN) 'd

¥ FRIDAY: 7:00PM

I SATURDAY: 1:00, 3:30, 7:00PM
SUNDAY: 1:00, 3:30 & 7:00PM

;MONDAY THRU THURSDAY: 7:00PM ONLY, %

R THE WILD ROBOT A
. “PG” (1HR 41MIN) '
FRIDAY: 7:00PM

-

SATURDAY: 1:00, 3:15 & 7:00PM
SUNDAY: 1:00, 3:15 & 7:00PM
/ MONDAY THRU THURSDAY: 7:00PM ONLY
WWWw.cosmomovies.com

715-536-4473

EST.1933
FOR A GOOD OLD TIME

11420S. County Rd. K,
Merrill Wi  715-536-9391
Sun. 7am-2am, Mon.-Thurs.
11:30am-2am, Fri. 11:30am-
2:30am, Sat. 7am-2:30am,
Dine-in « Takeout « NO Delivery

Breakfast 7Zam-1lam
Mimosas & Bloody Mary’s

$5 Burger & Home Fries
Dine-in only & additional
toppings are extra.

Broasted Chicken
12 Noon-8pm

Fish Fry 12 Noon-8:45pm

Red Granite Bar & Crill
Order Online - Check
wait times or just stop in!

Finduson

375083

CGET
THE
JOB DONE!

FREE
EVENT

L BOUNCE HOUSE

* SNACKS

“FALL INTO FUN"
3 VENDOR FAIR

OCTOBER 26, IAM - 5PM
BELL TOWER RESIDENCE
AS3151 HALL
1500 ODAY ST
MERRILL WI

SHOP LOCAL AND JOIN THE FUN

LOCAL VENDORS AND BUSINESSES LARGE AND SMALL!
HELPFUL SERVICES AND AMAZING PRODUCTS.

———

3EE YOU THERE!

417670

Area Events & Entertainment Community Calendar

Oct. 17 - Open Mic Night
at Sawmill Brewing Co.

Oct. 18 - Haunted Sawmill
“Blackout Night”

Oct. 18-20 Grace &
Sophie’s Pumpkin Patch

Oct. 19 - Lincoln
County’s 150th celebration
- in Tomahawk & at Merrill
Fair Grounds

Oct. 19-20 -
Farm

Oct. 25 - Merrill Park &

Grampa’s

Rec Halloween Hoopla at
the MARC

Oct. 25-27 Grace &
Sophie’s Pumpkin Patch

Oct. 26 - “Fall into Fun”
Vendor Fair at Bell Tower
Assisi Hall

Oct. 31 - Grace & Sophie’s
Pumpkin Patch

Oct. 31 - City of Merrill
Trick or Treating from 4-7
p.m.

Oct. 31 - St. Stephens UCC

Trunk to Trunk Treating
Nov. 2 - Free meal for
Veterans at Northwoods
Veterans Post
Nov. 3 - Gleason Lions
Pancake Breakfast/Blood
Drive

For more information,
go to: merrillchamber.org/
events or contact the event
Sponsor.

T.B. Scott Free Library to
hold free movie event

The T. B Scott Free
Library in Merrill will hold
their October free Critic’s
Choice Movie Event on
Wednesday, Oct. 23, 2024, at
1p.m.

The Final Problem, a
short story by Sir Arthur
Conan Doyle, is the basis

merrlllfotonews com

Plautz ‘s
." RPub..

310 E. 2nd St., Merrill
715-536-4611

SERVING FOOD

DAILY TILL 8PM

MONDAY e Noon - 6pm
TUE. - FRI. ¢ Noon - Close
SATURDAY ¢ 11am - Close

SUNDAY ¢ 11am - 6pm

AR

ALL CROWN WHISKEY
$6.00 - Double Pint

421369

CRIBBAGE TOURNEY
Starts at Noon
$40 per team
$240 1st Place (based on
12 teams, 100% payout)
Lunch Provided!

LIVE MUSIC BY:
GEOFF LANDON
7pm-10pm

MEAT RAFFLE
Open 11am, Start 1pm
LITTLE LEAGUE
BASEBALL FUNDRAISER

for this film starring Robert
Downey Jr, Jude Law, and
Jared Harris. The famous
detective is at it again, but
without his trusty sidekick?
Watson is dissolving the
partnership and getting
married. However, arch
enemy, Professor James

Moriarty, has other plans.

Bring a friend and watch
these two super sleuths in
action! As always, free rides
to and from the library are
available via the Merrill Go
Round, and freshly popped
popcorn will be ready to
enjoy.

Shown presenting the check, from L to R: Kent Johnson, Greg
Eichelkraut, Greg Hartwig, and Kelly O’'Day. Submitted photo.

Triathlon event
donates to Friends of
the River Bend Trail

The Black  Squirrel
Scurry paddling triathlon
recently donated $1,400 to
the Friends of the River
Bend Trail for continued
improvements and
expansion. The triathlon
was held in parts of the City
of Merrill and surrounding

Merrill area on July 27, 2024.
More than 50 volunteers
made it possible for a record
number of 72 registrants
to compete in this annual
event. Donations were also
made to VFW Post 1638, the
VFW Auxiliary, and Scout
Troop 5083.

GLOVERDALE GOUNTRY STORE

2 miles South of Curtiss on Hwy. E 715-223-4797
We accept: SNAP/EBT Cards T < (==

Bratwurst cheddar $999 Orange Juice $429 Cranberries $929
o]
pred-Foren _omwy $299 ek ony ¥ oY 0279,
Turkeys wnole Butter Quarters $799 Celsius $099
Fi lted Kiwi G
16 5. ooy 998, e oy ®2 e ONLY °0
OPEN MONDAY - FRIDAY 8:30-6:30 * SATURDAY 8:30-4:00
Sweet Potato Fries Cream Cheese Snack Crackers
g(t)rzlght Cut - Frozen ONLY $599 ONLY 99¢ :):iginal ONLY $1 89
74 .1 - O ——

E:,ﬁoﬂ':j”"ﬁes"uga, Gouda Cheese Sausage Sticks sien

Cub Original - Mini
e e ONLY $269 e oy 99 o ONLY 1
Ham smoked Heavy Whlpplng Baked Beans

Hi tyl
goeess-rozn oy 3129, Cream  ony $199 femeswe _omy 3120
Cheese Curds Shredded Cheese Bacon Thick cut $299
Breaded - Cheddar Froze
erO;:T.... $299 :;:?;)I:nd . ONLY $899 ZI)OD?‘ONLY 3
Pork Chops Mozzarella Cheese gmf#lfsn sE::?esdt
Bone-In, Uncooked Shredded - Diced $1 79 e —
;’2013" ONLY $399 RLY T —— || ') alb 6'::‘)0 2 ONLY 99¢ alb
0z n

Cream Cheese
Steak ~ Sausage sage
:‘gvxzvorkug;?:ki‘:ozenoNLY $8996|b g-r;'lg:)":IONLY $599 1”2(:,?70ked- frozey ONLY $1 99
Sausage Links Reddi Whip Smoked Sausage
Fully Cooked - Original Original $ 49 /Ched Ch , Fi
oy 128, :IzzaONLY 2 38”0 Cblom_v $229

Thin Crust ausage Crumbles

gﬁ;‘gggeed L:)Irllgﬁal Pepperoni - Frozen 299 Chorizo -gFully Cooked
Frozen $1 29 2802 - -.ONLY Frozen 69¢
YT —— 1 || | A Ghlcken Breast LT — |\ | A alb
Chicken Tenderloins $=99 Fritters sreaded $449 Pepperoni $2099

Fully Cooked - Frozen Sliced - Froze
Soooked-Fozen _oNLy D) Do Loy 2149, Seree oy ®3

In-store ONLY. We reserve the right to limit quantities.

416954
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COURTSIDE
FURNITURE

Mattress and Bedding

1022 & 1025 East Main St.,
Merrill, WI 54452
Hours: Mon.-Sat. 9-5; Sun. 12-4 K .th'ny, I\th?;l, ’
www.courtsidefurniture.com nstina, Liverty,
Zoe & Megan

715-536-8954

4

Gottalove
this sale.

LA

| can’t
wait!
SUPER LOW
PRICING!

OCTOBER 26™ & 27™

Mattresses, sofas, loveseats, and recliners with discountinued fabrics
MARKED DOWN BELOW COST so we can move them out!

Also some odds & ends coffee tables, end tables, lamps, pictures,
bedroom sets, bedroom dressers, chests & nighstands.

Watch next week’s papers for more details or go to courtsidefurniture.com

Long-time Merrill resident, Kay Folsom, celebrated 100th birthday

BY TINA L. SCOTT
EDITOR

She was born Mary
Kathleen Bornhofen on
Sept. 1, 1924. The only
daughter of Marbella
and John Bornhofen, she
started going by “Kay” and
then married Dr. William
Hilt and, after remarrying
following his death, as of
Sept. 1,2024, on the occasion
of her 100th birthday, she
was known as Mrs. Kay Hilt
Folsom.

In  honor of her
celebrated 100th birthday,
Merrill Mayor Steve Hass
recognized Kay with a
personal letter that Kay
cherished.

“On behalf of the City
of Merrill, I would like to
recognize your birthday
milestone of reaching 100
years old,” Mayor Hass said
in his letter. “You and your
family have made Merrill
your home by operating a
business, and being a part
of the Merrill Community.
The City appreciates all
that you have done to make
Merrill a better place.
Your hard work and effort
is a model that should be
followed by our citizens.
Please accept my gratitude
and let me personally
wish you a Happy 100th
Birthday.”

Being honored by the
Merrill community was
incredibly important to
Kay as she neared her 100th
birthday, as her time spent
in Merrill and memories of
those years were such an
important part of her life.

Kay’s adventure in
Merrill began when her
parents operated the Jeane
Hats & Dress Shop in the
1940’s, a ladies dress shop
that was located on E. Main
St., the second store west
of the Courthouse, about
where Courtside Furniture
is located currently. Kay
attended = UW-Milwaukee
and awaited the return of
her high school sweetheart,
William Hilt, who was
serving in World War II.
When William returned
from his service as a pilot
in the US Army Air Force,

VISIT US
ONLINE

WEBSITE:
merrillifotonews.com

FACEBOOK:
www.facebook.com/
merrill.fotonews
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the couple married and
he attended college on
the GI Bill and then went
to the Illinois School of
Optometry. Kay got a
teaching job in Hammond,
Ind., going into the homes
of children with severe
illnesses and disabilities
who were not admitted
into school settings, until
she became  pregnant
with the couple’s first
child. “When my mother
became pregnant, the
Superintendent said that
she must stop; however,
when he could not find a
replacement, he insisted
that every parent must give
written permission for her
to continue coming to their
homes,” said daughter
Kathleen Hilt Ponko who
was the child in utero at the
time.

“Everyone did,” she
said, “So she taught these
children through the rest
of her pregnancy.” Each of
the families gifted Kay with
a layette in preparation for
the birth in early June of
1948.

When William graduated,
he and Kay moved to Merrill
in 1948, starting out living
with Kay’s parents in an
apartment above the dress
shop. They settled into the
Merrill community and put
down their own roots here.
Dr. William Hilt started
an optometric practice
that would last 30 years.
And Kay started Lincoln
County’s first homebound
teacher program, where

Kay Folsom, holding the letter from Merrill Mayor Steve Hass

wishing her a Happy 100th Birthday.

teachers would go into the
homes of area children
challenged by illness and
disability, similar to the
program she had been a
part of in Indiana. “She
traveled the county to visit
all the children with severe
disabilities or illnesses to
ensure these young people
get a formal education in
their homes,” Kathleen
said. “It was innovative
and critical to families
and continued until
public schools instituted
bussing and more ways to
incorporate  handicapped
children into the school

Submitted photo.

systems.”

A second daughter,
Jeane, was born to the
couple in September 1949.

“On a Sunday morning
of July 12, 1951, while my
mother [Kay] was playing
the organ at St. Francis
Church, the [dress shop]
building exploded along
with two other businesses
including an A& P store,”
Kathleen said. “Somehow,
my father got the two little
ones and my grandmother
out, but my grandfather was
trapped in the basement.
He was terribly burned but
survived the explosion.”

“I don’t think they re-
opened the store in Merrill,”
she said. “Tragically, that
same location was the
site of the infamous JC
Penney explosion that took
the lives of eight people
nine years later on July
18, 1960. In retrospect it
was determined that a
gas leak had caused both
explosions.”

During her vyears in
Merrill, Kay and her
husband Bill raised their
two children and Kay was
also active in community
life. Kathleen said Kay
was a founding member
of the Hospital Auxiliary,
Beta Sigma Phi Sorority,
and Merrill Community
Theater.

When Bill and Kay began
to plan for retirement, they
started a new adventure
in Florida. Kay worked
for numerous other ladies
dress shops and Bill
encouraged her to start her
own store. It became her
second career when, in her
‘60’s, Kay opened a dress
shop of her own in Naples,
Florida, known as Kay’s On
the Beach.

Bill and Kay built a
new home in Merrill on
Tee Lane Drive and just
a month later, Bill died
suddenly in Merrill in 1984
at the age of 62.

“Mother has always
maintained their home and
relationships in Merrill,
and over the years would
go back and forth to Florida
to attend her business,”

Kathleen said.

In 1986 in partnership
with her daughter, Jeane,
Kay and Jeane together
grew the business into five
boutiques on Marco Island
and in the Naples area,
Kathleen said. Today her
grandson, Banks Seiple,
is the third generation to
work within the business
Kay started there.

Kathleen said that even
up to her last days, Kay
maintained a deep love for
her home in Merrill and the
people she knew here. Kay
celebrated her milestone
100th birthday in Marco
Island surrounded by
family, Kathleen said. Both
of her daughters were there,
along with her son-in-law,
Bill Ponko; grandchildren
Banks Seiple, Sarah Ponko,
and Billy Ponko and Billy’s
wife, Rachel; and two great
granddaughters, Rory
Ponko and Reese Ponko.

But it was ever so
important to her that the
people of Merrill knew
how much they meant to
her, as well, and that they
knew she was thinking of
them on this momentous
occasion and remembering
her days in Merrill. “A
big thank you to Kathy
Wulf and Mayor Hass for
recognizing a remarkable
woman on this milestone
day,” Kathleen added.

Sadly, Kay died last
week on Oct. 10, 2024, just
weeks after her momentous
birthday.

2024 Jeep Compass Limited

Sale Price *31,935"

2024 Jeep Grand Cherokee Laredo

Sale Price *38,620"

#35428

2023 Promaster Box Van

Sale Price °45,360"

2024 RAM 1500 Quad

Sale Price $49,995"

*Plus tax, title, license, and service fees.

Brickners

Park Clty, lnc.

CHRYSI ER

2024 RAM 3500 Tradesman Crew Cab

Sale Price °49,860"

#36038

3000 EAST MAIN STREET MERRILL
Phone: (715) 536-2833
Toll free 800-499-JEEP (5337)
LOCATED 1/2 MILE WEST OF
HWY. 51-64 INTERCHANGE
Visit our web site at
www.bricknersparkcity.net

2024 RAM 2500 ramie ega Cab
Sale Price $79,590"

421378
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| CLASSIFIEDS |

General Employment 7110 J General Employment 7110

Laborers Needed: Four 10 hour RETAIL OPPORTUNITY
days. Call for an interview 715- | am looking for person(s) to assist
536-5287 me in liquidating our sewing
machines, vacuum cleaners,
sewing furniture & supplies from
our recently closed retail business
after over 30 years. Have a large
inventory to work with by display-
ing, online, & other areas to sell
our inventory. For the right
person(s) would be very profitable.
Call Doug at Tomahawk Sew N
Vac for details at 715-224-3401.

EMPLOYMENT

MERRILL STREET

To Advertise

Call

715-536-7121

DEPARTMENT

Applications are now being accepted to fill a
mechanic position within the Street Department.
Applications can be found at
the City Clerk’s office or online at
http://www.ci.merrill.wi.us/employment.

421324

Professional and Technical 7135

OTR TRUCK DRIVERS FT/PT.
Put your career in Gear Competi-
tive wages & full benefits. Mileage,
Drop pay, Paid weekly, Home
weekends, NO east/west coast. 28
Central States. Van & Hopper Divi-
sion. Agricultural experience a
plus. Fox Valley Company since
1958 Call Frank 920-788-6242 or
920-858-0238. Van Groll Trucking,
Kaukauna

Health Care

ns

CNA Wanted for In Home Care.
Variable shifts available. Imme-
diate start. Must have refer-
ences. At least 2 years of experi-
ence and must be able to pass a
background check. Starting pay
$20/hr (weekly pay in cash). Lo-
cated in Merrill. Call Michele
715-921-0790

7005
EMPTY

Announcements
BOUND

FLORIDA
TRUCK. Can move household &

Cars — CHEAP!
1612

Local 414-520-

Entertainment 7035

The Blended Marketplace
48th Annual GFWC Antigo Jr
Woman's Club Craft Fair Trade
Vintage Marketplace 142 Vendors
Oct 19th 9am3pm Food Bake Sale
Raffles. Antigo Fair Grounds $2.00
Admission $1.00 With Donation of
Nonperishable Food Item. 715-
484-2006

Rummage SalesThisWeek 7200

Men's Garage Sale. N2263 Hwy
17 Merrill, Thurs. & Fri. 9-6. Blaze
orange hunting coats, knives, feed
scale, electric grill, assorted hand
tools, etc.

1202

Schley/Gleason: Friday, 10/18-
Saturday, 10/19, 8 am.- 5 p.m.
Garage Sale, Household, garage,
antiques, vintage bicycles, snow
blower, no clothes or children's
items W1132 County Road C

Rummage Sales Upcoming

Find us on
Facebook

Merrill Foto News

Klug's

GHOILID
NOW HIRING

FULL-TIME POSITION
Looking for a personable, people friendly,
service oriented applicant. Responsibilities
would include: Sales, bookkeeping and

general store duties and up keep.
T —

APPLY IN PERSON AT:

Klug’s Country Gold

1018 E. Main Street * 715-536-5189

Join our "Team!
Two Merrill Locations

APPLY IN-PERSON
Two Locations:
605 N. Ohio St. | 1815 Water St.

Questions? Call: 715-722-1884
See all opportunities atSPI.CAREERS

e 4 10-Hour Days
e Both shifts available
e Possible OT on Friday

¢ Attendance Bonus Program
(up to an additional $1.50/hr)

e Retirement & Life Insurance
¢ Paid Holidays and Vacations

e Excellent Low-Cost Benefits:
Individual: $88/Month
Spouse: +$140/Month
Child: +$63/Month

2024 Monthly Rates

MULTI MEDIA CHANNELS
THE PARENT COMPANY OF THIS
PUBLICATION, IS LOOKING FOR A

MARKETING
MINMI( AND SALES
vomveea o= CONSULTANT

The position involves meeting with businesses to
find out their needs and create a marketing plan
with our lineup of print products. This position
sells advertising to businesses to help them grow
via weekly newspapers, special sections, web
ads, and a variety of specialty magazines.

This position offers competitive pay and
benefits, no nights or weekends, mileage and
expense reimbursement.

EMAIL MIKE HOLLIHAN AT
MHOLLIHAN@MMCLOCAL.COM

260167

PACIFIC

WINDOW §esz

(raft Sales 7204

HOLIDAY GIFT AND CRAFT
SHOW (WITCHES NIGHT OUT)
Sat. Oct 19, 3-8pm. Resch Expo
Green Bay $5, Free Parking.
Thousands of Spooky Treasures
715-526-9769 zurkopromo-
tions.com

Appliances 7234

In Merrill, 5 year old Amana Re-
frigerator, Black, side by side with
ice & water in door, clean inside
and out. Asking $400 OBO, call
Brian 203-923-6152.

Furniture and Home Decor 7236

PLYMOUTH FURNITURE:
QUEEN MATTRESSES FROM
$199 40 Styles on display! All
Sizes  Avail. PlymouthFurni-
tureWl.com 2133 Eastern Ave.
Plymouth WI 920-892-6006 Open

o
o
<

Firewood 7244

DRY OAK & Hard Maple,
$250/cord. Over 15 mi is extra.
Have hard wood in wood shed
over a year old. Clean & no bark.
715-351-1888 or 715-873-4196.

FIREWOOD - mixed hardwood
cut & split. Seasoned 2 years.
3 miles north of Wausau.
FREE DELIVERY within 15 miles
w/surcharge over 15.
$240 full cord. 715-536-3681

Lawn and Garden 7250

New & Used Lawn
& Garden Equipment
Servicing all brands.

Full service small engine repair.
Snowblowers, tillers, mowers,
chainsaws, log splitters & more.
North Central Power Equipment
4001 Dixie Ave, Wausau
1 mile north of Fleet Farm
off Hwy K, east on Emery Dr.
to South on Dixie
715-370-3002

Gome Join
Our Team
We're Hiring!

- Production Workers
- Product Development Designers
« Quality Technician

To Apply:

¢ Apply in person at 1400 W. Taylor Street
(employment office - SW corner)
 Or Email your resume to
gebeyer@lincolnwindows.com
* Or go to www.indeed.com to search vacancies

We are an equal opportunity employer.

402239

Put your message in front of some of
the most civic-minded members of your
community -- weekly newspaper readers.

To see how we can help
Contact Jennifer Gartmann today!

jgartmann@mmclocal.com

(715) 218-1644

running for
office?

Let us help!

Guns 7264

CASH
FOR

GUNS

Antique or Modern
Rifles ¢ Pistols « Shotguns
HIGHEST PRICES PAID

Also Buying:
Scopes * Ammo ¢ Knives
Shooting & Hunting
Accessories

715-614-3560

Federally Licensed

Central WI. Gun Collectors Gun
Show. OCT 19 & 20 Sat. 8-5pm
$10. Sun 8-2pm $5 480 plus ta-
bles FDL Fairgrounds 495 Martin
Ave. centralwisconsingun.org

Wanted to Buy 7268

COLLECTIONS OF OLD BASE-
BALL & FOOTBA<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>