
By Allie Johnson

Some not-so-pleasant parts of south-
west Minneapolis’ history are the focus of 
a new podcast from the Minnesota Star 
Tribune. 

“Ghost of a Chance,” tells the story 
of Harry and Clementine Robinson, a 
Black couple who lived in the same King-
field house as Star Tribune reporter Eric 
Roper a century prior, and shines a light 
on the lesser known housing history of 
southwest Minneapolis. The six-part series 
created by Roper and producer Melissa 
Townsend, is the Star Tribune’s first ever 
narrative podcast. 

The podcast began as a per-
sonal project of Roper’s, who, 
shortly after moving into his 
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By Cam Gordon

Minneapolis will begin collecting fees 
to recover costs for the use of city-owned 
resources by Minneapolis Police Depart-
ment (MPD) officers who work for private 
or nonprofit organizations when they are 
not on duty working for the city.

The city law change, unanimously 
approved by the city council on Jan. 30, 
2025 and subsequently signed by Mayor 
Jacob Frey. 

“I was proud to bring forward an or-

dinance to enable the city to recoup fees 
along with my co-author, Council Presi-
dent Payne,” Wonsley said. She added that 
this is “the first step to reining in an in-
equitable and fiscally appalling program, 
and is crucial for advancing our goal of 
an equitable citywide community safety 
system.”

“This is good governance, plain and 
simple,” said Payne. “Taxpayers shouldn’t 
be asked to subsidize private side jobs for 

police or any city employee.”
According to state law, any fees must 

be set to accurately recover costs identi-
fied through a formal study. The coun-
cil has called for such a comprehensive 
fee study to be completed by May 1. That 
study will provide detailed costs of vehi-
cles, materials, uniforms, admin-
istration, and other costs associ-
ated with the off-duty work. The 
council is expected to vote on the 

Taxpayers will no longer be 
subsidizing off-duty side jobs 
for its police officers; 2024 
cost estimated at $1.4 million

CITY TO RECOUP COSTS FOR CARS, EQUIPMENT 
USED BY POLICE FOR PRIVATE SECURITY WORK

By Grace Aigner

Justice Alan Page’s new children’s 
book, “Baking Up Love,” ignites curiosity 
and fuels empathy in young readers with 
a story about love, grief and multi-genera-
tional teamwork. 

A southwest resident, Justice Page, 
said he wants his new book to connect 
families with the value of multi-genera-
tional relationships and a love of reading.

“Our goal is to put a smile on your 
face, if you will, and tug at your heart a 
little bit and speak to important values, 

certainly important values to us,” Justice 
Page said.

“Baking Up Love” is the Minnesota 
Vikings “Hall of Famer” and retired state 
Supreme Court Justice’s fifth children’s 
book. The book was released on Jan. 1. 

Justice Page co-authored the book 
with his daughter, Kamie Page, to tell a 
story about a young girl named Esther 
who works with her grandpa to bake her 
deceased grandma’s chocolate cupcake 
recipe for her school’s “Literacy Feast.” 

Ms. Page, a fifth grade teacher at Blake 
School in Hopkins, said she wants kids to 
connect and empathize with the unique 
family dynamic portrayed in the book.

“I really believe that our stories not 
only are mirrors for kids, but I think 
they’re also windows for maybe an atyp-
ical family, or a family that only has one 
mom, or she’s working and grandpa’s 
living with them,” Ms. Page said. “It just 
normalizes some of those differences that 
sometimes kids feel.”

Illustrator David Geister said he ad-
mires how the Pages’ books break ste-
reotypes about what stories feature Black 
characters.  

“The thing that I really admire about 
what Alan and Kamie are doing is they 
take these little slice of life stories, and 
they remain slice of life stories,” Geister 
said. “But that’s the world that the vast 
majority of us live in.”

Geister is a painter, sculptor and chil-
dren’s book illustrator based in the Hale 
neighborhood. He has worked with Justice 
Page on his children’s books for the last 10 
years.

Justice Page broke his own set of ste-
reotypes as the first African-American Su-
preme Court Justice in Minnesota history, 
elected in November 1992 and retired in 
2015. He earned his law degree from the 
University of Minnesota in 1978 
while playing professional foot-
ball for the Vikings.

Geister said that working 

Justice Alan Page’s new 
children’s book excites young 
readers with a story about 
multi-generational love, grief 
and cupcakes

BAKING UP
LOVE

Eric Roper’s house in Kingfield sent him on a 
deep dive into the city’s racial housing history.

Justice Alan Page reads his latest book, “Baking Up Love” to his grandchildren, (left to right) Esther, Amelia, Theo and Otis. (Courtesy of the Page family)
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Local businesses and restaurants need your support more 
than ever. Whether you visit stores, get delivery or shop 
online, keep your spending local and keep your community 
healthy.

Newspapers are LOCAL.  We are dedicated to keeping you 
informed, safe and connected and care about the issues that 
are important to our neighbors, our schools and our businesses. 
 
When you support your local newspaper, 

you support your community.

America’s Newspapers is a national association supporting journalism and healthy 
newspapers in our local communities.   Find out more at www.newspapers.org or follow us 

on Twitter @newspapersorg or on Facebook @americasnewspapers.
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Author     
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Visit The Center for Spiritual/Intuitive Development  at 8 W. 66th,  Richfield

DO THE MATH!
It costs 50¢ /piece to mail a promotional flyer to local residents letting 

them know about your business, organization or upcoming event. 

That does not include design, production, and printing charges.

$ + = $ + = % + = $ + = % + = $ + = $ + = % +
For only 16¢/piece you can 

have a 4-color flyer PRINTED AND 
DELIVERED with the Connector!

Contact Denis for details
Denis@tmcpub.com 

612-345-9998

 Eileen Anderson (former Southwest resident), along with daughter Claire Anderson and friend Savanna Lockovitch, are welcomed to “Where Do Pigeons 
Go in the Winter?” by pigeon performers (left to right) Josh Conroy, Patty Gille, and Kayla Nussbaum. The puppet performance aimed to challenge the 
notion that pigeons are pests by showing their importance throughout history and what truly amazing birds they are.

WHERE DO 
PIGEONS 
GO IN THE 
WINTER?

Two Art Shanty Project attendees enjoy sledding 
on the Lake Harriet ice. The Ice Shanty Project 
went from Jan. 18 through Feb. 9, 2025.

Dressed as pollinators, Carrie Finnigan, Joe Tadie, and Barb Reilly demonstrated the dance moves to 
the Pollination Rap song in the “Pollinator Frenzy” shanty.  This year’s program included 20 shanties 
that stayed up all month, and more than 20 performances and art actions that popped up throughout 
the village at different times throughout the run. 

Lelis Brito (aka Felicity Featherington) gives her audience the low-down birdseye poop on the 
importance of pigeons. No kidding. As a fertilizer, pigeon poop was highly sought after. The 
performance of “Where do pigeons go in winter” was part of this year’s Ice Shanty Project on Lake 
Harriet.

Photos by Terry Faust
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113-year-old home in 2020, started dig-
ging into the history of his house. That 
research eventually led him to the Rob-
insons, a middle class Black family who 
moved to Minnesota in the early 1900s 
and lived in his house from 1917 to 1931.  

In telling their story, Ghost of a 
Chance illuminates how housing and em-
ployment discrimination and urban devel-
opment impacted families like the Rob-
insons during that time – and how that 
shaped the racial makeup of southwest 
Minneapolis today. 

“What I like about the project is we 
walk through time through the eyes of 
two specific people,” Roper said. “Over the 
course of the podcast, we discuss all the 
specific ways Black people were being held 
back in Minneapolis.” 

Today, southwest Minneapolis is the 
whitest community in Minneapolis - more 
than 80% white, Roper said. And, as the 
podcast highlights, that was likely inten-
tional. 

Racial covenants are one of the more 
well publicized ways that Black people 
were kept out of certain neighborhoods 
in Minneapolis. While some houses in 
southwest Minneapolis had racial cove-
nants, the area has fewer than other areas 
of the cities because many of the homes 
here were built prior to when these cove-
nants started appearing in property deeds, 
Roper said. 

But that does not mean Black resi-
dents were necessarily welcomed in these 
neighborhoods. In episode 3, Roper and 
Townsend discuss a particular meeting in 
1920 that was held just five blocks from 
the Robinsons’ home where a group of 
200 of their white neighbors met to pro-
test the roughly nine Black families living 
in the area at the time. 

This was not an isolated event, ei-
ther. A later episode details similar protest 
meetings that occurred in Linden Hills in 
the 1930s. 

As southwest Minneapolis residents, 
Roper said, “We have to grapple with the 
idea that people in our neighborhoods 
were gathering in large numbers to ex-
clude Black people from living here.”

Roper has lived in the Kingfield neigh-
borhood for nine years, yet he was not 
aware of this part of the community’s his-
tory. He is betting that he is not the only 
southwest resident for whom that’s the 
case. 

“I’m someone who feels pretty knowl-
edgeable about local history,” Roper said. 
“In working on this project, there were a 
lot of things that were very new to me and 
helped me understand the context of this 
place where I live.”

The final episode of the podcast ad-
dresses the construction of Interstate 35W 
in the 1960s, which separates southwest 
Minneapolis from the neighborhoods on 
the city’s east side. 

By that time, the Robinsons had 
moved to a new house in the Old South-

side area just one block off of what is now 
I-35W. Clementine, as an elderly woman, 
would have seen her neighbors’ houses 
being demolished to make room for that 
freeway, Roper said. 

“There were many ways in which the 
Robinsons’ lives took me to some very im-
portant places and events in Minneapolis 
history that helped connect a lot of things 
together for me,” he said.

Roper said the podcast has done ex-
tremely well so far, with people beyond 
Minnesota listening, too. But he’s focused 
on the podcast’s impact in Minneapolis it-
self, particularly southwest neighborhoods 
most affected by this history. 

“I think this is really important histo-
ry to fully understand how our neighbor-
hoods were shaped over time, and we’re 
able to explore it more fully now because 
of advances in digitization and other 
things that allow us to find a lot more 
granular details than we did in the past,” 
Roper said. 

The end of the 
p o d c a s t  d o e s n ’ t 
mark the end of the 
project - far from it. 
Roper said he and 
Townsend have sev-
eral events in the 
works for residents 
to continue to en-
gage with the themes 
explored throughout 
the episodes.  No 
dates have been an-
nounced as of pub-
lication, but anyone 
interested can sign 
up to receive up-
dates on the Star 
Tribune’s website. 

“There’s more 
for us to look into 
and to talk about 
the history of race 
in southwest Minne-
apolis,” Roper said. 

In  the  mean-
time, the Star Tri-

bune recently dropped a discussion guide 
for “Ghost of a Chance” for listeners who 
want to start a dialogue within their own 
community on the themes covered in the 
podcast. 

“We really hope that the podcast starts 
a conversation. Some of those conver-
sations are going to be with friends and 
neighbors, but I hope that they actually 
expand beyond that and that we have a 
larger conversation,” said Roper.

Each episode also has an accompa-
nying episode guide online, which goes 
deeper into detail on much of the history 
discussed in the podcast along including 
maps, photos, and more.  

All six episodes (and a bonus seventh 
episode) of “Ghost of a Chance” are avail-
able now on all podcast platforms. Epi-
sode guides, discussion guides, and more 
can be found at startribune.com/ghost-of-
a-chance

with Justice Page is one of the rare times 
he gets to have a direct relationship with 
the author he illustrates a book for.

“It gives me a much greater insight 
into what the author is thinking,” Geister 
said. “How do they feel about the charac-
ter? Maybe who’s the inspiration for the 
character?”

Justice Page’s late wife, Diane, in-
spired the story for his new book, “Baking 
Up Love.” She was also the person who 
first told him to start writing children’s 
books. 

Justice Page said he had no clue how 
to go about writing a children’s book, so 
he recruited Ms. Page for their first book, 
“Alan and His Perfectly Pointy Impossibly 
Perpendicular Pinky” in 2013. 

The pair have co-authored three other 
books since 2013: “The Invisible You” in 
2014, “Grandpa Alan’s Sugar Shack” in 
2017 and “Bee Love (Can Be Hard)” in 
2021.

The Page couple founded the Page Ed-
ucation Foundation in 1988 to encourage 
students of color to get a post-secondary 
education through financial assistance and 
community engagement. The proceeds 
from “Baking Up Love” will directly fund 
the Page Foundation. 

To honor Justice Page, a middle 
school in Tanglewood changed its name 
from Alexander Ramsey Middle School to 
Justice Page Middle School in 2017. 

Justice Page said his daughter’s cre-
ativity compliments his technocratic writ-

ing style in the writing process for the five 
books they’ve written together.

“Over the years, I’ve sort of fallen in 
love with working with words,” Justice 
Page said. “So having somebody who 
knows me, who understands me, to be 

able to work with them, it’s really kind of 
special.”

Ms. Page, who resides near Theodore 
Wirth Park, said their father-daughter re-
lationship allows them to encourage each 
other’s strengths as co-authors.

“We both complement each other re-
ally well, even when we disagree about a 
word or a phrase or what happens on this 
page, we can push each other and have 
conversations about it,” Ms. Page said. 
“It’s like a father-daughter (relationship), 
but also a working relationship that just 
feels really natural.”

Justice Page, who spent time in class-
rooms reading with kids throughout his 
career, said his motivation for “Baking Up 
Love” and as a children’s author comes 
from a lifelong love of reading and the joy 
it brings kids.

“In some respects what reading does 
is ignites and excites curiosity and fulfills 
curiosity,” Justice Page said. “The more 
curious we are, the better off we will be, 
and so it gives me a great sense of joy just 
to be a part of it.”

VIEW MORE PHOTOS in the online 
version of this story at
www.swConnector.com

BAKING UP LOVE1

PODCAST1

Grace Aigner is a University of Minneso-
ta student majoring in journalism.

The Page family. Alan and Diane Page (center left and center right) and their four children, Justin, 
Nina, Georgi and Kamie. (Courtesy of the Page family)

Eric Roper interviewed Gwen Green in Plattsburgh, Mo., in August 2023 as they looked through 
historical records. Green’s ancestors came from the same area as Clementine Robinson. (Tane Danger/
Special to the Minnesota Star Tribune) Clementine Robinson

Harry Robinson
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Tesha M. Christensen lives in 
south Minneapolis and owns the 
Southwest Connector, as well as 

the Longfellow Nokomis Messenger and 
Midway Como Frogtown Monitor. Drop her a line 
at tesha@swConnector.com. 

As I start to write, 
I  am aware that the 
Trump inauguration is 
coming. When he leaves 
office, I will be 84 years 
old. 

LOST AND SEARCHING I 
HAVE ADOPTED GUIDES

The hol idays  in 
2024 have come and 
gone. I seems like I was barely conscious. 
Feeling lost and searching. Still trying to 
absorb the shock of another four years of 
the Trump oligarchy. My primary guide 
but not my only guide is “The Hidden 
History of American Oligarchy: Reclaim-
ing Our Democracy from The Ruling 
Class” by Thom Hartmann. I am currently 
focused on the chapter entitled “America 
Slides into Oligarchy and Dances Close 
to Tyranny.” At the outset he reminds me 
that, “Democracy is rule of, by, and for 
the people; oligarchy is rule of, by, and for 
the rich.” He goes on to remind me that 
two other times oligarchs have tried to re-
place American democracy with oligarchy. 
Today we are living through a third effort 
to change the American experiment from 
democracy to oligarchy, but also pushing 

beyond oligarchy to outright tyranny.  Tyr-
anny.....” a form of government that en-
tirely abandons even the pretense of the 
rule of law and reigns through police-state 
terror.” I fear we are perilously close to 
tyranny if we don’t find a way to resist and 
fight back. 

The Trump presidency is just one ex-
pression of America’s third struggle with 
oligarchy that began in 1971 with the 
Lewis Powell Memo. Hartmann writes. 
“..... Lewis Powell,  himself a proud agent 
of tobacco oligarchs, laid out in a famous 
memo to the U.S. Chamber of Commerce  
a plan for various oligarchs of America to 
stop competing and organize to take over 
the U.S. government.” 

I am keeping in mind that for me 
the greatest U.S. Presidents in my lifetime 
were Franklin D. Roosevelt and his vice 
president Henry Wallace, who warned us 
about the danger of American fascism in 
the New York Times on April 9,1944. Add 
to my list Jimmy Carter and Joe Biden. 
They spoke to me in ways that others did 
not because they were pro-democracy and 
for the most part pro-farmer-labor. 

And so, dear reader, if you have read 
this far you have taken the plunge into the 
river(flow) of life experiences which is Sto-

ries and Journeys.

DESPAIR IS NOT AN OPTION OR SO I TRY TO TELL 
MYSELF

I have adopted other guides so far to 
help me get through this period of being 
lost and searching. I am discovering the 
world of Podcasts through an app on my 
phone called Spotify. These podcasters are 
helping me get through each day. There is 
the Mary Trump Podcast, The Weekly List 
with Amy Siskind, the Coffee Klatch with 
Robert Reich, The Hartmann Report with 
Thom Hartman along with others. They 
all comprise a library of sorts. All these 
progressive podcasters seem to be echoing 
one theme which is despair is not an op-
tion. If not despair, then what? I’m trying 
to re-ground myself in my south Minneap-
olis life and what I call ‘hope local.’

So, dear reader, what are your sources 
of information and inspiration besides the 
Longfellow Nokomis Messenger and the 
Southwest Connector for local news and 
views to help you through the next four 
years? Tell me, tell others or tell me via 
tesha@tmcpub.com.

HOPE LOCALLY. THE MINNEAPOLIS ADVISORY 
COMMITTEE ON AGING.

More than ever I need to stay rooted 
and  grounded in south Minneapolis and 
focus what I am calling ‘hope locally.’ For 
example there is the Minneapolis Adviso-
ry Committee on Aging. 

Tuesday Jan. 9. It was billed as an 
open house. Right away when I walked 
into the meeting a woman asked me if I 
write a column in the Southwest Connec-
tor. I said yes. Turns out she showed up 
because she read about the committee in 
a Stories and Journeys column.

ELDER VOICES (TELLING OUR STORIES/SHARING 
OUR JOURNEYS) IS SCHEDULED TO MEET FEB. 28, 
10-11 A.M. AT TURTLE BREAD, 4205-EAST 34TH ST. 

It’s International Stand Up to Bully-
ing Day. Look for the table with the Elder 
Voices sign. In December, I was joined by 
my neighbor and Messenger reader Judith. 
She wanted to know about the history of 
Elder Voices. She thinking about coming 
back. Me, too!

IN GRATITUDE.

By Donald L. 
Hammen

STORIES & JOURNEYS

Donald L. Hammen is a longtime south 
Minneapolis resident, and serves on the 

All Elders United for Justice leadership 
team.

LOOKING FOR, FINDING HOPE LOCALLY

Shortly after ini-
tiating the acquisition 
of  Twit ter  in  2022, 
Elon Musk posted, “For 
Twitter to deserve pub-
lic trust, it must be po-
litically neutral, which 
effectively means up-
setting the far right and 
the far left equally.”

Today much of the 
public trust Musk as-
pired to earn has eroded. His actions since 
acquiring the platform, now rebranded as 
X, have increasingly contradicted his early 
proclamations of neutrality. Musk’s strong 
embrace – to put it lightly – of Donald 
Trump in the 2024 presidential election 
stands as a glaring departure from his 
promise to remain politically neutral.

X itself has undergone a transforma-
tion alienating many users. Musk fired the 
majority of the Trust & Safety team, rein-
stated accounts previously banned for pro-
moting hate speech—including neo-Nazi 
profiles—and reconfigured algorithms to 
favor content aligning with his own ideo-
logical leanings. This shift has turned X 
into a space where extremism and division 
are the norm.

Disillusioned users have responded 
by departing to alternative platforms like 
BlueSky and Threads, which are the lead-
ing beneficiaries of Musk’s controversial 
stewardship. Both platforms reported a 
surge in new users following the 2024 
elections. Journalist Nick Halter of Axios 
Twin Cities noted several Twin Cities re-
porters—some with over 100,000 follow-
ers—who’ve abandoned X for these alter-
natives.

These platforms come with their own 
limitations as it relates to news:  

Do they adhere to fundamental jour-
nalistic standards? No.

Do they implement robust user verifi-
cation to ensure accountability? No.

Do they compensate journalists? 
Again, no.

Do their algorithms even prioritize 
news content? For Meta’s Threads, the an-
swer is a resounding no.

These platforms are fundamentally 
no different from X. Their distinction lies 
primarily in not being owned by Musk, 
but this alone doesn’t make them better 
suited for journalistic or community en-
gagement. Twitter, BlueSky, Threads, et al 
are destructive disinformation machines 
masquerading as “social” networks ampli-
fying division, loneliness and eroding the 
fabric of informed civic discourse.

Let’s be clear: these platforms were 
never designed to serve as reliable news 
sources. Continuing to treat them as such 
risks further damaging the already fragile 
state of journalism. We risk seeing an in-
crease in news deserts, the decline of cred-
ible news outlets and an overall gutting of 
America’s media ecosystem.

The crisis in journalism is real, and it’s 
urgent.

In Minnesota, for instance, the media 
landscape has been shrinking at an alarm-
ing rate. Since 2005, we’ve lost 34% of our 
local newspapers and 64% of our local 
journalists. Newsrooms are being forced 
to do more with fewer resources. Consid-
er The Pioneer Press: when Alden Glob-
al Capital acquired the paper in 2006, its 
newsroom employed around 200 people. 
By late 2023, that number had dwindled 
to just 29, according to a report from 
Racket.

This decline in local journalism is fu-
eled by the rise of social media platforms 
where over half of Americans now get at 
least some of their news. Among adults 
under 30, trust in information from social 
media (52%) is almost on par with trust 

in national news organizations (56%), ac-
cording to a Pew Research study from Oc-
tober 2024.

But as I’ve emphasized: these plat-
forms weren’t built to be trusted sources 
of news, nor will they be. 

Rather than trying to retrofit plat-
forms like BlueSky or Threads to serve as 
news hubs, it’s time we rethink the entire 
model. What would a platform designed 
specifically for local news look like?

At a minimum, such a platform 
would need the following features:

• User Verification: Accounts should 
be verified to ensure accountability and 
trust.

• Reserved Posting Rights: Only cred-
ible community leaders—such as local 
businesses and journalists—should have 
the ability to build an audience, prevent-
ing the platform from devolving into petty 
disputes.

• Chronological Feeds: Algorithms 
distorting perceptions and amplifying ide-
ologies should be replaced with straight-
forward chronological feeds to ensure 
timely information.

• Compensation for Journalists: Just 
as Big Tech platforms compensate content 
creators, journalists should be fairly com-
pensated for their reporting.

Creating such a platform from scratch 
is undoubtedly a challenge, but it’s also 
necessary. In the Twin Cities, one such ini-
tiative already exists: Ambit Media Com-
pany.

Launched in October 2024, Ambit is 
a tech startup designed to support local 
journalism and strengthen community 
ties. Despite being new, Ambit has been 
met with enthusiasm. In its first official 

month, the platform hosted nearly 1,000 
visitors, 65% of whom were returning 
users—evidence of real, authentic com-
munity.

Ambit users utilize the site to discover 
and support over 130 verified local busi-
nesses. Tools like the Pop-Up Map high-
light neighborhood vendors, such as Mogi 
Bagel, recently named Best Bagel in Star 
Tribune’s Best of Minnesota competition. 
Other features, like the Grand Opening 
Registry and Events Calendar, connect res-
idents with new establishments and local 
events.

At its core, Ambit’s mission is to sup-
port local journalism by compensating 
news organizations based on user input. 
This innovative model empowers jour-
nalists while encouraging user-focused 
reporting. I’m honored to share that the 
Longfellow Nokomis Messenger, Midway 
Como Frogtown Monitor and Southwest 
Connector, along with eight other local 
news organizations, have partnered with 
Ambit Media Company on our mission. 

As Ambit continues to grow, it poses 
an opportunity to revitalize local news—
not only by directly compensating news-
rooms, but also indirectly pressuring Big 
Tech to compete for journalists and their 
followers. 

Let’s seize this opportunity to support 
a positive, more informed, connected fu-
ture and put this era of toxic social media 
behind us. 

The groundwork for a better alterna-
tive is already in place. The question now 
is: will you use it?

A NEWS ERA 

Prior to starting Ambit Media Company, 
Chuck Peters was a manager in De-

loitte’s Data & Digital Trust practice 
advising the Big Tech industry through the 

dynamic internet regulatory landscape to create 
safer digital experiences for users. Learn more 
about Ambit at www.Ambit.community. 

By Chuck
Peters
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Near the corner of 
Emerson Avenue South 
and Minnehaha Park-
way, there is a one-story 
home uncharacteristic 
of the neighborhood. 
To any passerby, it ’s 
c lear  that  th i s  s in -
gle-story house is not 
the same 1920’s vintage 
as the other two-story 
homes throughout the neighborhood. I 
have been a resident of this neighborhood 
for 35 years. Soon after I moved into our 
Emerson Avenue home, I learned the rea-
son for this outlier house – a 1950s plane 
crash that leveled the original home and 
caused the death of 15 people.

On March 7, 1950, Northwest Airlines 
flight 307 originated in Washington D.C., 
with the final destination of Winnipeg, 
Manitoba. After a scheduled stop in Mad-
ison, Wis., the Martin 202 aircraft, built 
to carry 49 passengers, took off for its next 
scheduled stop in Rochester, Minn. With 
freezing rain in Rochester, the pilot, Don 
Jones, was directed to change courses to 
Minneapolis.

The plane approached Wold Cham-
berlain Airfield (now MSP airport) around 
9 p.m. with 10 passengers and three crew 
members. Visibility was poor due to a 
significant snowstorm. For reasons still 
a mystery, Captain Jones did not use the 
instrument landing system (ILS) that the 
previous flights had used with success that 
evening. Instead, he attempted to do a 
visual site landing. As a result, the plane 
came in very low and 650 feet off center 
from the runway, and the left wing struck 
a 78-foot flagpole at Fort Stelling Ceme-
tery. Apparently, unaware of the damaged 
wing, Jones pulled up the plane, and at-
tempted to swing back for another landing 
try.

What he didn’t know was that, after 
the flag pole collision, the plane was 
doomed. A 30-foot section of the left wing 
separated and fell near the Washburn 
Water Tower. Jones radioed, “I’m falling,” 
and sent stress flares into the sky to light 
up the ground. After losing that section of 
the left wing, the plane was airborne only 
for another half mile and plunged into 
the home of Franklin and Marie Dough-
ty. A fireball ensued, and the top floor of 
the house was immediately engulfed in 
flames.

In addition to the 10 passengers and 
three crew members that perished, the two 
youngest members of the Doughty fam-
ily, Janet, age 10 and Tommy, age 8, also 
died, while asleep in their second floor 
bedrooms. The remaining Doughty fam-

ily members, Marie and Franklin, and 
15-year-old daughter, Diane, survived only 
because of the good fortune that they were 
watching a Minneapolis Lakers basketball 
game on the first floor at the time of the 
impact. 

The crash was the most deadly in 

Minnesota history at that time, and at-
tracted national news. Our neighborhood 
was awash in gawkers for days afterwards, 
as investigators attempted to put together 
the puzzling pieces to the crash. My one 
personal connection to the crash was my 
neighbor, Evelyn Stenson, who was liv-

ing on Emerson Avenue at the time of the 
crash. She shared with me that her house 
became “media central” for all the out-of-
town journalists that covered the tragedy.

The crash was certainly a tragedy, but 
there are two postscripts: First, the tragedy 
for the Doughty family did not end on 
that day. Franklin Doughty, the father who 
was undoubtedly anguished over the loss 
of his two young children, died of a heart 
attack five years later, while on a business 
trip for his employer, Liberty Mutual. Per-
haps he died of a broken heart.

Second, following the crash, there 
were several newspaper articles and edi-
torial opinions that expressed the need to 
move the airport because of this deadly 
crash. Apparently, there was a site picked 
near Anoka at that time. Anyone flying 
into MSP these days knows that the new 
airport idea was never approved by our 
community leaders. Thank you, Arnie 
Carlson!

There is a boulder with a commemo-
rative plaque set across Minnehaha Bou-
levard from the crash site and the current 
one-story house. A neighborhood effort 
headed by former city council person, 
Mark Kaplan, raised funds in 2011 to es-
tablish this memorial. If you find yourself 
going down the creek, take a moment to 
walk up to the boulevard and see the me-
morial plaque. Turn around and take a 
moment to gaze over the house, and imag-
ine the heartache and  tragedy that reined 
from the skies 75 years ago.

HAPPY 3RD BIRTHDAY!
I just wanted to say thank you 
for all your hard work. I haven’t 
l ived in Minneapolis for long, 
and your newspaper has really 
helped me get an idea of what’s going on locally. Thank 
you!
Kalina Jurkowski

MARVELOUS PAPER
I recently picked up the January Connector at Washburn 
Community Library. Marvelous paper. Marvelous articles. 
Thank you very, very much.
Mark Glenn

Support the newspaper.   Support the 
businesses who advertise.   TELL THEM 

YOU SAW IT IN THE CONNECTOR.

Mark Raderstorf has lived in the Lynhurst 
neighborhood since 1989. He now gives 
walking and biking tours of Minneapolis 

@youbetchatours.com. 

LETTERS

It’s been 75 years since 
airplane crash leveled home 
at Emerson Ave. S and 
Minnehaha Parkway

NORTHWEST AIRLINES FLIGHT 307

By Mark 
Raderstorf

WE HELP
Navigate the regulatory environment
Develop custom marketing solutions
Facilitate access to grants and other  
     funding opportunities

We are a non-profit 
supporting 
small businesses 
and our community 
in Southwest Minneapolis

Visit us at experiencesouthwest.com
For membership, email info@experiencesouthwest.com

Volunteer In 
Your Community
Lutheran Social Service of MN is 
seeking volun teers age 55+ in your 
area to provide companionship to 
older adults or mentor school-age 
children. Volunteers commit to 
regular weekly hours for a tax-free 
stipend and mileage reimburse-
ment. Please contact Brinn at 
218.536.9939 or 
Brinn.Krabbenhoft@lssmn. org for 
more information and to make an 
impact in your community.

On March 7, 1950, Northwest Airlines flight 307 crashed into a home in Tangletown around 9 p.m. 
Visibility was poor due to a significant snowstorm. The left wing of the plane struck a flagpole at Fort 
Snelling Cemetery, and when the pilot attemped to swing back for another landing, he fell near the 
Washburn Water Tower. Ten passengers, three crew members, and two children in the home died. 
(Photos courtesy of the Minnesota Star Tribune)
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By Margie O’Loughlin

You may have seen John Njoes 
around the neighborhood. After more 
than 15 years of donning his handyman 
hat, Njoes started his career as a realtor 
specializing in residential sales. He said, 
“I was doing a lot of remodeling work, 
and decided to make a pivot to real estate 
during COVID. I’ve always loved working 
with people, and I love old houses.”

Njoes is also a person who loves cold 
weather and all things winter. For a few 
days each January, he exchanges his Sothe-
by’s Realtor’s vest for a thick parka as the 
St. Paul Winter Carnival Ice Carving Con-
test unfolds. Njoes said, “Ice carving is a 
pretty obscure art, special to the Midwest. 
When people grumble about how much 
they hate the long months of winter, we’re 
just getting ready for our favorite time of 
year.”

TEAM JOHN
The “we” he’s referring to is his ice 

carving team: Team John. The other two 
team members are also named John (John 
Nusser-Cooper and John Matis), and they 
all graduated from South High School 
in Minneapolis. Njoes said, “We’ve been 
competing as a team in the Winter Carni-
val for more than 20 years. Every Thanks-
giving, we get together and decide what we 
want to carve next.”

This year, they’ll be carving a giant 
scale with symbolic objects on it that 
throw the scale out of balance. All three 
team members have a young child, and 
feel the sometimes conflicting demands of 
parenthood and their respective careers/
interests pulling them this way and that. 

Each team received 10 blocks of clear, 
shining ice weighing 300 pounds apiece. 
As Team John has evolved, they’ve built 
their own lathes, cranes, and table saws 
unique to working with ice. Njoes said, 
“Ice carving is hard on the body, so we 
have to get creative in how we work with 
it.”

Having grown up in a creative fami-
ly, Njoes was grounded in making props 
and sets for Richfield Flowers & Events, his 
dad’s flower shop. He said, “As someone 
who was used to building things, mak-
ing signs, and working with stencils, the 
art side of ice carving made sense to me 
– but roughing out designs in ice with a 
chain saw was one of the new skills I had 
to learn.” 

DESIGN CRITERIA
He continued, “People have a hard 

time understanding why we put so much 
energy into something that lasts such a 
short time. Our House of Cards sculpture 

in 2015 lasted just 12 minutes before it 
collapsed – but we made it to the finish 
line. We took second place that year.” 

What makes for a good ice design? 
The categories that all contestants are 
judged on are impact, attention to detail, 
technical difficulty, finishing, site clean-
up, and whether or not the final sculpture 
matches the initial design.

The pool of entrants for the Winter 
Carnival Ice Carving Contest is getting 
smaller each year. Fewer and fewer chef 
schools offer training in ice carving these 
days, which means beginning carvers have 
to learn their skills elsewhere.  

If you’d like to try your hand at carv-
ing ice, you’d better dress for it. Njoes 
explained, “I have two different carving 
coats, and wear several layers of warm 
clothes underneath. You need to be able 
to transition from working hard with a 
chainsaw to standing still with a hand 
tool. We often wear heat packs in our mit-

tens and socks too.”
In addition to being flexible with 

clothing, a carver has to be flexible with 
design. Njoes said, “You try to get a warm 
weather and a cold weather option for 
your sculpture. It can be the same design, 
but you have different ways of executing it 
depending on the weather.” 

COUNT DOWN
The contest officially started at 7 p.m. 

on Thursday, Jan. 23. Each team had 48 
hours to finish their carving. Njoes said, 
“There have definitely been years when 
we’ve spent the last six hours on Saturday 
checking the big clock on the Landmark 
Center tower, wondering if we’d finish in 
time. That’s the clock that judges use for 
counting down.”

He continued, “For finishing, we use a 
weed burning torch and a plumber’s torch 
to melt away any scratches we’ve made on 
the ice. We have to move all the torches, 

electrical cords, tools, bags, and scaffold-
ing before 7 p.m. on Saturday. We also like 
to rake our way out of the work area so 
the ground looks nice. Sometimes we have 
to carve all night, or at least wait until the 
sun drops down below the City Center. 
It can be a real grind. Sunshine is as big 
a factor as temperature. Cloudy skies and 
temperatures around 10 degrees are best – 
but I don’t find ice carving stressful, even 
when the weather isn’t cooperating.” 

The Saint Paul Winter Carnival ran 
through Sunday, Feb. 2. This year marked 
the 139th anniversary of the St. Paul tra-
dition: Minnesota’s oldest and best loved 
winter celebration.

ART + 
DESIGN 
CL ASSES  
FOR KIDS  
+ TEENS

AT MCAD, KIDS AND TEENS GET TO  
COLOR OUTSIDE THE LINES. EXPLORE  
A VARIET Y OF ART MEDIUMS AND NEW  
IDEAS. ART CL ASSES FOR AGES 6-18.  
SIGN UP NOW!

EXPERIMENT WITH ART THIS SUMMER

HIRING: CARRIERS  FOR WALKING ROUTES Email Delivery@tmcpub.com 
or call/text 612-235-7197.

In 2021, John Njoes worked alone to carve a 
phoenix rising from the ashes for the drive-thru 
Winter Carnival during the COVID-19 Pandemic.

In 2025, John Njoes earned the professional title 
in the single block division, earning $600, with 
“Hammock on the Beach.”

NEIGHBORHOOD REALTOR CARVES OWN NICHEBanding with fellow Johns, 
he fashions ice sculptures at 
St. Paul Winter Carnival

Each January, John Njoes, exchanges his Sotheby’s Realtor’s vest for a thick parka as the Winter 
Carnival Ice Carving Contest unfolds. (Photo by Margie O'Loughlin) 



7W W W . S W C O N N E C T O R . C O M F E B R U A R Y  2 0 2 5SUMMER CAMPS

www.ppgjbooks.com /host-a-book-drive

• Diverse
• Cultural appreciation
• Positive messaging 
• Relatable characters
• Leadership development

Be a part of the change.
Host a book drive.
They make a difference.

Virtual or in person events

Young
Writers
PROGRAM

2025

L O F T . O R G /YOUTH
J U N E  1 7  -  A U G  1 5
G R A D E S  1 - 1 2

Summer camp season will be here be-
fore parents know it. While children anx-
iously await the last day of school, adults 
know that it can be challenging to keep 
kids occupied and mentally stimulated 
when they aren’t in the classroom. Al-
though it may be alright to enjoy a few 
days lounging around and playing video 
games, too much sedentary behavior is 
not good for anyone, even children. Fami-
lies turn to summer camp to provide chil-
dren with activities to occupy their time 
when school is not in session.

Camps catering to a variety of interests 
are open to youngsters, so there’s likely one 
out there to excite every child. Each year, 
more than 25 million children and adults 
take part in the camp experience, says the 
American Camp Association. Summer 
camp gives kids a chance to spread their 
wings and enjoy new adventures. When 
seeking camps, families can consider inter-
ests, proximity, cost, and other variables. 
Here are some of the different types of 
camps families can consider.terests, prox-
imity, cost, and other variables. 

Day camps are a popular choice. Day 
camps tend to be general recreation camps 
that offer an array of activities. Campers 
are dropped off (or bussed) in the morn-
ing, and arrive home early evening. These 
camps are readily accessible and run by 
various organizations. Some camps enable 
you to pay by the week, rather than com-

mitting to an entire season.
Academic camps focus their attention 

on various subjects, putting like-minded 
children together. Academic summer pro-
grams ensure children’s brains stay active, 
helping students avoid that dreaded “sum-
mer slide.” Some of these camps mimic 
a school day so they are familiar to kids. 
Academic focus may vary from general ac-
ademia to specific subjects like STEM to 
astronomy to the arts.

Fitness-minded campers or those 
who play particular sports can investigate 
camps that focus on fitness and sports per-
formance. These may be more rigorous 
than other types of camps since they in-
volve lots of physical activity. Wilderness 
preparation camp is another type of camp 
that may fit into this category. It will high-
light survival training and help mold ac-
tive hikers and campers.

Like the name implies, sleep-away 
camp hosts campers overnight, typically 
for several weeks. This may be children’s 
first extended time away from home, and 
there’s bound to be a few nerves that 
spring up. Round-the-clock activities and 
chances to bond with their peers can help 
kids overcome fears of being away from 
home.

Summer camp options abound. It’s 
only a matter of identifying a path for 
children and then seeking a camp that of-
fers the desired program.

THERE'S A SUMMER CAMP FOR EVERY KID

CONTACT US TO ADVERTISE!
Denis@tmcpub.com   
tesha@tmcpub.com   

612-345-9998

Summer in the City
Coming May, June, July & August
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 Since 1899   4255 Bryant Ave. S., Mpls.  HOURS: M-F 8:30-5, Sat 10-2   

(612) 823-6338  www.keljiks.com

For heavy soil, pet odors, overdue cleaning

Scan here 
to visit our 
website

Also offering Rug Pads & Repairs

20%OFF Rug 
Cleaning

Exp. 3/22/2025

Keljik’s
Oriental Rugs
Sales & Cleaning

“But I can’t sell now...
... I have a 3% rate!” 

Locally Owned, 
Community Focused.

 TeamLarry.net  |  larry@larrylavercombe.com612-845-5273

You can.  Call me.

IMAGINATION FAIR
On Feb. 6, 2025, Burroughs Elementary School hosted its first ever Imagination Fair. Over 60 
students from grades K-5 participated, showcasing projects that ranged across art, science, history, 
technology and culture. Over 100 visitors from the community came to learn from student 
presenters. This event was part of Burroughs’ annual Readathon, with this year’s theme being ‘Make 
Your Story Magnificent,’ inspired by the book “The Most Magnificent Thing” by Ashley Spires.

“Flying Cars” by Acadia Hinckley and Callan Hirsch  (Photo submitted)

“Forest House: A House Connected to Nature”  by Aras Yucel  (Photo submitted)

“Volcanoes : Threats Living Near Them and Solutions” by Hugo Roller, Anders Eisele, Mathias Colin  
and (not pictured) George Young. (Photo submitted) 

“Anxiety into Energy” by Chloe Lillehei  (Photo submitted)

TANGLETOWN WINTER FEST COMING FEB. 22

The annual Tangletown Winter Fest will be on 
Feb. 22, 5-7 p.m. at Fuller Park (4802 Grand 
Ave. S.) Enjoy bonfires and s’mores, a sing-
along under the stars, food from local food 
trucks, and an exciting fire spinning perfor-
mance at 6:30 p.m. “Don’t miss this special 
night when we light up Fuller Park with lumi-
naries and bonfires and invite our Minneapolis 
neighbors of all ages to join in the fun of a win-
ter evening,” said Tangletown Neighborhood 
Association Executive Director Andrea Siegel. 

This is a free event with food available for pur-
chase.

Tangletown Neighborhood Association will sell 
s’mores kits, including marshmallows to roast 
over blazing bonfires, to raise money for its 
2025 programs and events. Venmo, PayPal, and 
cash payments will be accepted. Bathrooms 
will be accessible inside the park building. This 
event is brought to you in partnership with 
Fuller Park.
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fee amounts this autumn with collection 
starting on Jan. 1, 2026, at the earliest.

DECADES OF CONCERN
Controversy about city police officer 

off-duty work is not new.  
“For decades, both subject matter 

experts and directly impacted residents 
have been telling city leaders that MPD’s 
off-duty system is ripe for corruption and 
is a bad deal for residents,” said Wonsley. 

In 1990, police lieutenant Mike 
Sauro, who was working off-duty in 
downtown Minneapolis, was found to 
have used excessive force and the city was 
required to pay $700,000, as part of a civil 
award settlement. 

Then-Mayor Sharon Sayles Belton 
and then-Police Chief Robert Olson tried 
to put officers’ off-duty work under the 
department’s control, but the police offi-
cers collective bargaining group, the Min-
neapolis Police Federation, sued the city 
and won a court-ordered injunction in 
1995. In 1997, a court-approved settle-
ment agreement said, among other 
things, that the city “agrees that 
Minneapolis police officers have 
the right to contract to provide 
services during the off-duty 
hours and wear their uniform, 
badge and gun while performing 
such duties.”  

“City leaders have spoken public-
ly about their concerns with off-duty since 
at least 2017 when MPD officer Mohamed 
Noor shot and killed a resident named 
Justine Ruszczyk after working off-duty 
and starting his on-duty work with very 
little sleep,” said Ward 7 Council Mem-
ber Katie Cashman. “Estimates using MPD 
data indicate that such fees could have re-
couped up to $1.4 million in 2024.” 

A 2019 city audit of the practice rec-
ommended eliminating cash payments 
and having the city take over the sched-
uling, billing, and paying of wages for 
off-duty work. It also noted that the city 

already charges larger “secondary em-
ployers that have a higher demand” an 
hourly rate for squad car usage and that 
other “police departments require second-
ary employers to share the cost of liability 
insurance” for off-duty work, something 
Minneapolis has never done. 

I n  2 0 2 0 , 
Mayor Frey con-
vened an off-du-
t y  t a s k  f o r c e, 
but  the group 
appears to have 
only met twice 
a n d  n o t  p r o -
duced any rec-
ommendations 
or report. 

A l s o  i n 
2020, the Main 
Street Alliance, 
a  coal i t ion of 
small local busi-
nesses, called for 
overhauling the 
system and a city 
pol i cy  change 
removed the de-
cades-long prac-
tice of requiring 

business or groups to hire off-duty 
officers as part of licensing condi-
tions or event permits. Organiza-

tions may still be required to hire 
qualified security or traffic control 

services.
In 2022, as the most recent police 

contract was being negotiated, retired 
Minneapolis police officer Gregory Re-
inhardt said that “the off-duty provision 
needs to be reviewed and improved.” As 
an officer, Reinhardt did off-duty work for 
the Minnesota Vikings and Whole Foods. 
“I basically had to curry favor to get those 
jobs,” he said.  The department would 
approve the businesses where he could 
work, but “someone in the rank and file 
would make the assignments and would 
collect a management fee.” 

Wonsley started working on the issue 

in 2022. “Residents were upset and per-
ceived this as the city enabling a ‘pay-to-
play’ system for police services,” she re-
called, “where corporations were able to 
pay to receive police services when other 
residents were not receiving them.”

In 2023, a US. .Department of Jus-
tice report concluded that  the city’s “sec-
ondary employment (or ‘off-duty’ em-
ployment) system undermines supervi-
sory authority” and that the jobs can pay 
up to $150–175 per hour. They reported 
“that MPD allows officers to use its squad 
cars (and gas), and the officer keeps all 
the compensation. The city gets nothing. 
Some patrol officers manage these oppor-
tunities, deciding who gets the lucrative 
work. Because MPD allows patrol officers 
to control whether supervisors get off-duty 
employment opportunities, supervisors 
have ample disincentive to hold officers 
accountable. MPD’s off-duty employment 
practices impede effective supervision.”

QUESTIONS REMAIN
At this point it is not only unclear 

what the fee amounts will be, but also 
how they will be collected, who will pay 
them, and what possible negative conse-
quences could result.

At the council meeting on Jan. 30, 
Ward 8 Council Member Andrea Jenkins 
shared concerns about how adding fees 
might impact police off-duty work gener-
ally and said that “the cost should not be 
borne by the officers themselves.”

“We have to enter this with an open 
mind,” said Ward 3 Council Member Mi-
chael Rainville. “Let’s not raise the cost to 
such an extreme that people are not able 
to afford their events.” Some larger events, 
he noted, like the Twin Cities Marathon 
and Pride, use a large number of officers 
and squad cars. Cashman, who also rep-
resents much of downtown, also shared 
concerns about raising costs for events.

“I am anxious to get the fee study back 
from MPD,” said Ward 13 Council Member 
Linea Palmisano, “so we know exactly what 
we are looking at here.” Currently off-du-

ty officers can be called back to work for 
the city at any time. “I want every off-duty 
officer to be able to swap into active duty 
whenever necessary,” she added. 

Payne brought up the federation con-
tract and how, in past contracts, the city 
has been “off-loading a lot of manage-
ment rights in exchange for lower pay.” 
With the latest contract, he noted, base 
salary was significantly increased, and he 
hopes that the city can negotiate to gain 
more authority over off-duty work in the 
future. 

“I’m proud that after nearly 30 years 
of inaction by city leadership, this coun-
cil has brought significant accountability 
and fiscal transparency to what has always 
been a system ripe for abuse,” said Payne. 

By Jane McClure

Frustration is growing over the Re-
thinking I-94 project proposal to drop 
two at-grade options. The Rethinking I-94 
Policy Advisory Committee (PAC) Jan. 17 
discussed recommendations to eliminate 
options from further study, in the face of 
pushback from local elected officials and 
many community groups.

The Rethinking I-94 project involves 
the freeway from I-35W and Highway 55/
Hiawatha Avenue in Minneapolis to Mar-
ion Street in St. Paul. Minnesota Depart-
ment of Transportation (MnDOT) officials 
and project consultants hope to have one 
option set for detailed studies by 2026. 
Construction wouldn’t start until 2030 at 
the earliest. The project does not have any 
funding yet.

MnDOT Commiss ioner  Nancy 
Daubenberger emphasized that the recom-
mendations are preliminary, with review of 
all 10 alternatives to be finished this spring. 
St. Paul and Minneapolis City Councils and 
Hennepin County Board PAC represen-
tatives objected to dropping the two op-
tions that would fill in the 7.5-mile freeway 
trench and replace it with an at-grade road-
way. So did many of the 145 community 
members who signed up to speak. They 
represented Our Streets, the champion and 
developer of the at-grade proposals, area 
district councils and individuals.

Our Streets members rallied to speak. 
Leaders announced earlier in January that 
its efforts to get a federal U.S. Department 
of Transportation Reconnecting Com-
munities grant fell short, despite having 
matches from the city of Minneapolis and 
Hennepin County.

“I have no doubt that MnDOT’s deci-
sion to rashly eliminate the two at-grade 
boulevard project options significantly un-
dermined our application,” Our Streets 
Executive Director José Antonio Zayas 
Cabán said in a website statement. “With 
the incoming presidential administration, 
this was our last opportunity to leverage 
these critical federal dollars. It’s incredi-
bly disappointing to see Melissa Barnes 
and the rest of the Rethinking I-94 team 
completely disregard the community they 
serve and instead pursue the easy choice of 

status quo.”
At-grade advocates said that retaining 

those options is seen as righting historic 
wrongs and reconnecting communities 
long split by the freeway. It is also promot-
ed as having long-term positive effects for 
climate change. 

Many objected in the meeting chat 
during public comment, when MnDOT 
sent out a news release summarizing the 
meeting before it finished.

All of the remaining four options 
would allow for construction of the pro-
posed Rondo land bridge. The bridge faces 
challenges on another level as Minnesota 
House Republicans have introduced a bill 
trying to block that project.

Elected officials unsuccessfully pushed 
to be able to vote on each of the 10 op-
tions at the meeting. Six of 10 options are 

eyed for elimination, including expanding 
the freeway, and separating I-94 into local 
and regional routes. The options are in 
an environmental impact statement (EIS) 
process.

Russ Stark, chief resilience officer for 
St. Paul Mayor Melvin Carter, said that 
while there are reservations about at-grade 
options, those should not be ruled out. 
At the same time, he noted that the three 
years of filling the trench with “constant 
trucks” must be considered. Benefits of 
developing land along the at-grade boule-
vard would need many years to take shape.

The four concepts that are recom-
mended for further study would allow a 
reconfigured or reduce freeway to move 
forward. Ideas include a dedicated lane or 
continuous shoulders for bus rapid tran-
sit. All four would allow a proposed Saint 
Paul land bridge, spearheaded by Recon-
nect Rondo, to be built.

Most people who commented spoke 
for retaining the at-grade options, argu-
ing that it would reduce air pollution, and 
add housing and businesses where the 
trench is now. Area district councils spoke 
for maintaining the at-grade options in-
cluding Union Park District Council, Sum-
mit-University Planning Council, Ham-
line-Midway Coalition, St. Anthony Park 
Community Council and West Seventh/
Fort Road Federation. Federation com-
ments centered on that neighborhood’s 
history of being split by I-35E years ago.

Minnesota Chamber of Commerce 
and Minnesota Trucking Association were 
among the few business groups speaking 
against the at-grade options, citing the 
challenges in delivering goods.

OUR STREETS, DISTRICT COUNCILS PUSH FOR AT-GRADE OPTIONS
Re-Thinking 94 update

OFF-DUTY POLICE1

City leaders have 
spoken publicly about 
their concerns with 
off-duty since at least 
2017 when MPD offi-
cer Mohamed Noor 
shot and killed a resi-
dent named Justine 
Ruszczyk after work-
ing off-duty and start-
ing his on-duty work 
with very little sleep.” 
Katie Cashman

OFF-DUTY WORK CONTRIBUTED TO 
DEATH OF JUSTINE RUSZCZYK
In 2017, MPD officer Mohamed Noor 
shot and killed Justine 
Ruszczyk after work-
ing off-duty and 
starting his on-duty 
work with  little sleep. 
The 40-year-old 
Australian-American 
woman had called the 
police to report  a possible rape.  She 
died in the alleyway entrance located 
on the north side of West 51st Street 
between Xerxes Avenue South and 
Washburn Avenue South.
Damond’s family brought a civil lawsuit 
against the city of Minneapolis alleging 
violation of Damond’s civil rights, which 
the city settled for $20 million in 2019. On 
June 7, 2019, Noor (the city’s first Soma-
li-American officer) was sentenced to 12 
and one-half years in prison.

HIRING: CARRIERS  FOR WALKING ROUTES Email Delivery@tmcpub.com 
or call/text 612-235-7197.
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PLANS FOR FORMER KMART SITE
The final open house for the New 

Nicollet Redevelopment is on Feb. 25, 5-7 
p.m., Whittier International Elementary 
School, 315 W. 26th St.. New Nicollet is 
a 10-acre parcel of land between the Mid-
town Greenway and Lake Street. It was 
home to Kmart for many years. The open 
house will showcase the ways community 
input is shaping the project. Attendees can 
give feedback on the development frame-
work and learn about next steps. Lan-
guage interpretation will be available for 
Spanish and Somali. Free food and kids’ 
activities will be provided. 

WALKING AUDIT OF 35TH AND 36TH STREETS
As the city of Minneapolis is in the 

initial planning stages for a full recon-
struction of 35th and 36th Streets be-
tween Blaisdell and Chicago, Lyndale 
resident and safe streets advocate, Chris 
Vaughan is leading a series of “walk au-
dits” to help the communities that live, 
work, and play in those corridors surface 
barriers and opportunities around walk-
ability. The next walk audit is Wednesday, 
March 5, 3:15-5 p.m., Hosmer Library 
(347 E 36th St - Room 104). Reach out to 
Chris Vaughan at: crvmail@gmail.com, or 
text 413-281-1268.

EMTPY BOWLS SUCCESSFUL
Over 500 people came to the King-

field Empty Bowls 2025 community meal. 
It was a morning full of pottery, locally 
made food, accordion music, and neigh-
borly spirit. This attendance exceeded 
2024’s event. 

RESEARCH HISTORY OF YOUR HOME
Learn about the historical resources at 

the library and across the county that will 
help you piece together a history of your 
Minneapolis house, neighborhood or 
property on Saturday, March 15, 10-11:30 
a.m. at Washburn Library, 5244 Lyndale 
Ave. S.

NEIGHBORHOOD NEWS

MET COUNCIL IMAGINE 2050 PLAN
The Metropolitan Council has ap-

proved its ‘Imagine 2050’ plan which 
sets the long-range policy foundation for 
housing, land use, regional parks, trans-
portation, and water for the seven-coun-
ty region. The plan includes the council’s 
local forecasts for population, households 
and employment and predicts that the 
area will add 650,000 people by 2050, 
with Minneapolis reaching 500,000 total 
residents for the first time since the 1950s. 
In accordance with state law, this plan 
serves as a development guide for local 
governments to create consistent, compat-
ible, and coordinated local comprehensive 
plans within the regional policy frame-
work.

HUMAN RIGHTS AGREEMENT
Effective Law Enforcement for All 

(ELEFA), the evaluator hired to track the 
city’s compliance with the Minnesota De-
partment of Human Rights settlement 
agreement, issued their first semi-annual 
report. The report covers work done from 
March 18 to Sept. 30, 2024, and identifies 
some changes in policy, training, and the 
handling of misconduct complaints, as 
well as plans for equipment, technology, 

facilities, and data systems. The report is 
on ELEFA’s website. The next review pe-
riod will cover work completed between 
Oct. 1, 2024 to March 31, 2025.

GEORGE FLOYD SQUARE STREET LAYOUT
The city council has voted to delay a 

final decision about the street layout at 
George Floyd Square and further evaluate 
the pedestrian mall concept.  They gave 
directions to staff that would help develop 
language for a corresponding pedestrian 
mall that would be adjacent to 3744 Chi-
cago Ave. (aka The People’s Way), which 
the council approved earlier and action is 
consistent with a resolution they passed 
in December that expressed support for 
the pedestrian plaza, which allows for ve-
hicular access to local residents and busi-
nesses only while maintaining access for 
emergency vehicles. This allows the city 
to pursue the pedestrian plaza concept in 
compliance with the state law.

NEW WARD 8 CANDIDATE
Josh Bassais has announced his can-

didacy for Ward 8 City Council member. 
The seat is currently held by Andrea Jen-
kins, who has yet to announce a reelec-
tion campaign. Soren Stevenson has also 
formally announced his candidacy for the 
position.

ZONING BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT
The council has voted to appoint 

southwest Ward 13 resident Peter Ingra-
ham to the zoning board of adjustment.  
This city board decides matters of zoning 
variances and appeals. 

SPECIAL SERVICE DISTRICT APPOINTMENTS
The city council has appointed the 

following new southwest Special Service 
District (SSD) advisory board members 
for two-year terms.  Any property owner, 
or their representative, who pays the dis-
trict’s service charges, is eligible to serve 
on the district’s board. Boards advise the 
city council and staff on desired services, 
an annual budgets, district activities and 
concerns. 

• Uptown - Jacqueline Knight, Jeff 
Herman, Mocholas Hall and Andrew Finn

• Lowry Hills - Thomas Fletcher, John 
Winter and Dan Leitner

• Lyndale Lake - John Meegan, Stuart 
Ackerberg, Denise Arambadjis, and Chris-
tina Le

• Linden Hills Special Service District 
- Mark Dwyer, Mark Settergren and Felicity 
Britton

• 50th & France - Steve Young and 
Heidi Bing

NICOLLET AVE CONSTRUCTION
The city has identified the details of 

location and improvements of certain ex-
isting streets in the Nicollet Ave. and Cecil 
Newman Lane street construction project, 
including proposed special assessments, 
and setting a public hearing for April 10, 
2025, to consider the assessments, and the 
abandonment and removal of areaways in 
conflict with the project. The  total esti-
mated cost is $23,345,000. 

NEW POET LAUREATE 
Junauda Petrus has been named 

this year’s Minneapolis Poet Laureate. 
Among her extensive work in the city, 
she was lead artist with the Heart of the 
Beast Theatre’s May Day 
Parade from 2015-2017, 
and City Page’s Artist of 
the Year in 2016. Her 
2019 novel, “The Stars 
and the Blackness Be-
tween Them,” is about 
two teenaged girls liv-
ing in Minneapolis. Petrus 
also wrote a piece entitled “Sweetness for 
George” following the police killing of 
George Floyd ,and is a co-founder of the 
Minneapolis-based Free Black Dirt, a col-
lective of writers and creators who seek 
to “spark and engage in critical conversa-
tions.”

CITY BRIEFS

Briefs compiled by Cam Gordon.

For hire: Presentations, parties, insect safaris, garden consult & more
www.dragonswynd.com
jessica@dragonswynd.com Bethlehem-Church.org  | 612-312-3400

4100 Lyndale Ave S | 16023 Minnetonka Blvd

JOIN OUR COMMUNITY
Sunday services | Mens Group | Womens 
Group | Itty Bitty Get Togethers | & More

IN OUR NEIGHBORHOOD

MINNEAPOLIS WASTE REPORT
The 2024 waste and recycling break-

down in Minneapolis shows an increase 
in the total waste generated (132,350 
tons) when compared to 2023 (130,366 
tons). This is an increase of 0.6 pounds 
per household per week.

The biggest changes were found in the 
following material categories:

• Increase in garbage (0.6 lbs / house-
hold / week)

• Decrease in traditional recyclables 
(0.35 lbs / household / week)

Recycling contamination in 2024 was 
10.91%; this is a decrease of 1% compared 
to 2023.The top contaminants found in 
recycling carts include:

• Plastic bags and films
• Recycling in plastic bags
• Large plastic items (storage tubs, 

laundry baskets, kids toys)
• Random metal items (pipes, poles, 

reusable coffee / water bottles, pots and 
pans)

Four truck-loads of organics were sort-
ed by hand in fall 2024. The average con-
tamination rate for organics was found to 
be 1.1%. This is a very low contamination 
rate. Top contaminants found in organics 
include:

• Plastic-lined paper items (not BPI 
certified)

• Non-compostable plastic bags
• Pet waste and bedding
As of Jan. 1, 2025, a new state law 

went into effect requiring compostable 
products to be clearly and accurately la-
beled. Submit a report to the Minnesota 
Pollution Control Agency whenever you 
find a product labeled compostable that is 

not actually compostable.

UPCOMING FIX-IT CLINIC
• Saturday, March 8 (12 - 4 p.m.) Fix-

It Clinic at Lynnhurst Rec Center (1345 
Minnehaha Pkwy., Minneapolis)

GARDEN TOOL SWAPS
Garden tool swaps will be held on 

Saturday, May 3 and May 10, 2025 at mul-
tiple locations across the city. More details 
to come. If your neighborhood organiza-
tion wants to be a host site, contact Green-
Corps member Margo Ashmore: margo.
ashmore@minneapolismn.gov, 612-258-
5635.

Check out  Hennepin County ’s 
Choose to Reuse website and Reuse Min-
nesota’s website for upcoming sales, swaps 
and tips and tricks to reuse, repair, and 
shop used.
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NOW THEY
SEE YOU
Ask us about top of
mind advertising
solutions!

Buy 2 Months of 
Digital Advertising,
Get 1 Month Free
Limited-time offer available through 00.00.24.

See what local newspaper advertising can do for your business. 
Call or email us today to get started with a free consultation! 

Stay Top of Mind and Save!

Being the first name that comes to mind for
customers in your market is key to driving
new and returning business. Whether you’re
just starting out or have an established
clientele, local newspaper advertising is an
affordable and effective way to consistently
remind consumers about the value and
availability of your products and services.
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MARKETPLACE

CRISIS HOTLINE
Call the Minnesota Day One Crisis Hotline at 
1-866-223-1111 if you or someone you know 
is seeking shelter due to a dangerous relation-
ship or needs to create a safety plan.

HOUSECLEANING
Blue Spruce Eco-friendly Cleaning. Owner 
does all work. A+ BBB rating. Thorough 
high-quality, non-toxic cleaning for 30+ years. 
$20 off first two repeat cleanings. www.house-
cleaningminneapolis.com 763-498-2638

SERVICES
Snow . Tree . Shrub . Lawn 
Get same day service. Premier Lawn & Snow. 
Call or text 952-545-8055.

HOME | MONEY | HEALTH BOOK YOUR CLASSIFIED WORD AD AT $1/WORD  @ www.swconnector.com or call 612-345-9998.

NEXT AD DEADLINE:  Monday, March 10 |  PUBLICATION:  Thursday,March 20
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IDEA: REACH 50,000 PEOPLE 
HERE WHO ARE LOOKING FOR 

LOCAL SERVICE PEOPLE . 
PLACE AN AD TO REACH THEM.

DOES ANYONE READ 
PRINT ANYMORE?

YEP!
(YOU’RE LOOKING HERE.)

Matthew Molinaro
FREE ESTIMATES 

lic&Insured | certified arborist MN-4551A

TREE TRIMMING, 
REMOVAL & STUMP 

GRINDING

612.239.2508
MolinaroTree.com

40+ years experience, 
licensed and insured. 
Greg Johnson 
701-831-1379

Roofing 
  Gutters 
    Windows

Buying

Info@minnieandpaul.com   

612-208-6405

Free Appraisals

Memorabilia

Sports Card  
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Consignment Available
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BECOME DEBT FREE IN AS
LITTLE AS 24-48 MONTHS 

If you owe more than $10,000 in credit card or other 
unsecured debt, see how we can help.

Call today: 

+1 (866) 552-0649

SEE HOW MUCH YOU COULD SAVE 

Before

After

New orders only. Does not include material costs. Cannot be combined with any other offer. Minimum 
purchase required. Other restrictions may apply. This is an advertisement placed on behalf of Erie Construction 
Mid-West, Inc (“Erie”). Offer terms and conditions may apply and the offer may not available in your area. 
If you call the number provided, you consent to being contacted by telephone, SMS text message, email, 
pre-recorded messages by Erie or its affi liates and service providers using automated technologies 
notwithstanding if you are on a DO NOT CALL list or register. Please review our Privacy Policy and Terms of Use on 
homeservicescompliance.com. All rights reserved. License numbers available at eriehome.com/erie-licenses/

1.844.907.2386
FREE ESTIMATE

LIMITED  
TIME 

OFFER!
SAVE!SAVE!

UP TO

50%
INSTALLATION

OFF

Expires 4/30/2025 MADE IN THE U.S.A.

Make the smart and ONLY CHOICE
when tackling your roof!

HIRING: 
CARRIERS  FOR 

WALKING ROUTES
Get exercise.
Work flexible hours.

Save up for that trip.
Support democracy.

Say hi to your neighbors.

Deliver newspapers. Earn $15/hr

Email Delivery@tmcpub.com 
or call/text 612-235-7197.

TMC Publications is looking for newspaper 
delivery carriers for walking routes in Longfellow 
and Nokomis. Reliable car needed to pick up 
papers, or we can drop off to you. Routes available 
nearly every week.

CROSSTOWNCOMMUNITYBAND.ORG

Get Rid 
Of Winter 
Blues!

It’s YOUR community band!

Music helps 
reduce stress 
Come play 
in the band

LEARN MORE!
Contact us at 612-345-9998

denis@tmcpub.com  
tesha@tmcpub.com 
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By Jill Boogren

Four applicants submitted varying 
plans for developing the Peoples’ Way 
(site of the former gas station) at 3744 
Chicago Ave. in response to the city of 
Minneapolis’ request for qualifications.

Minnesota Agape Movement, current-
ly located at 3741 Chicago Ave., is pro-
posing a six-story building that would in-
clude, from the first floor up: a café, lobby 
and gift shop; a civil resilience museum 
focused on civil unrest and the resilience 
of George Floyd Square; a business incu-
bator; a media hub with a music studio, 
podcast and radio station; an entertain-
ment venue with a bar/restaurant; and a 
rooftop garden with community event 
space. Memorials would be integrated 
throughout.

P3 Foundation (David’s Place) would 
build a community center with meeting 
rooms, event and recreational spaces, art 
studios and gallery, and a business incu-
bator. Services would include youth men-
torship programs, adult life skills cours-
es in literacy and financial planning, and 
mental health and wellness workshops. 

Memorials would be integrated into the 
space, and a memorial garden would be 
designed with native plants, benches and 
educational signage that conveys the his-
tory and significance of the site.

Rise & Remember, which has pre-
served thousands of offerings and street 
art at George Floyd Square both on and 
off site since 2020, proposes to create a 
memorial garden, a covered memo-
rial structure and a greenhouse, and in-
stall self-cleaning public restrooms. They 
would remove the existing building but 
preserve its façade and move it to the west-
ern edge of the property. The memorial 

garden and greenhouse would provide res-
idents and visitors a space to reflect, and 
the gathering space could be used for pub-
lic events.

Urban League Twin Cities is proposing 
a four-story building that would include a 
George Floyd Museum to serve as the pri-
mary memorial site, as well as a multi-pur-
pose community space with college and ca-
reer readiness programs, workforce and job 
training, home ownership resources, and a 
theater project. Street art would be integrat-
ed into the structure. Mutual aid services 
would continue, and an outdoor gathering 
space would include an Indigenous garden 

and 24-hour public restroom.
The city of Minneapolis, which owns 

the property, is looking for community 
input on the proposals before selecting 
one to bring to the city council and mayor 
for approval. Project staff are holding in-
formational pop-ups to answer questions 
and get feedback.

PEOPLES’ WAY POP-UPS
• March 4, 2-5 p.m. at Hosmer Li-

brary (347 E. 36th St.)
• March 8, 11 a.m.- 2 p.m. at Bichota 

Coffee (3740 Chicago Ave.)
• March 11, 3-6 p.m. at Powderhorn 

Recreation Center (3400 15th Ave., Room 
103)

REDUCE REUSE RECYCLE

Green cleaning
Toxin-free disinfecting
For home and business
Woman-owned, local
Since 1994

651-225-1960
MBScleaning.com

MN Lic. BC750502

Wood combination storm windows
Sash cord repair and tune-up
Weatherstripping
Restoration and refinishing

BRING NEW LIFE TO
YOUR ORIGINAL

WINDOWS

hayeswindows.com  612-259-7855

YES, YOU CAN DO TARGET MARKETING IN NEWSPAPERS.

ADVERTISE ON THIS PAGE AND LET READERS KNOW 
HOW YOU'RE SUPPORTING GREEN INITIATIVES.

By Jarrod Schoenecker

The Twin Cities Meteorological So-
ciety’s 4th Annual Minnesota State of the 
Climate event, held at the Anpétu Téca 
Education Center in Roseville, had a spe-
cial focus on Minnesota’s long-standing 
weather observation network.

Minnesota Department of Natural 
Resources (DNR) Assistant State Clima-
tologist Pete Boulay led three simultane-
ous presentations on a night that was sup-
posed to have had three presenters.

DNR Senior Climatologist Kenny Blu-
menfeld fell ill and was unable to present, 
and Boulay presented on his slides cov-
ering the bulk of the current numbers on 
Minnesota’s climate.

“Minnesota’s nights are getting warm-
er, particularly in the winter months from 
December through February,” said Boulay. 
On average in Northern Minnesota, the 
temperature is now 7.3 degrees warmer 
now that it was climatologically speaking 
100 years ago. 

Boulay also says that the trend is 
keeping less snow pack on the ground too. 
“Less snow equals warmer winters,” he 
said. This process makes the warm-ups ex-

ponential even by small numbers.
An arbitrary group favorite was pre-

sented, the annual Top 5 Weather Events 
for Minnesota, featuring the five signifi-
cant weather events from the previous year 
that those who are weather-connected, 
such as meteorologists and severe weather 
spotters, are sent and are voted on.

This  year ’s  number one in the 
Top 5 was the exceptionally wet period 
from June 15-22. There was a significant 
amount of rain over southern Minnesota 
during this period, which caused historic 
flooding.

“This really started getting traction 
when the national news picked up the 
dam failure at the Rapidan Dam south of 
Mankato,” said Boulay said. This also co-
incides with the record flooding in Water-
ville, Minn. 

A full list of the Top 5 Minnesota 
Weather Events of 2024 can be found at 
dnr.state.mn.us/climate/journal/ under 
the December 2024. 

The last portion of the evening was 
to hold a presentation by Meteorologist 
Michelle Margraf, the Central Minnesota 
CoCoRaHS coordinator, on the history of 
the weather observers role in climatology.

Margraf’s presentation was thwarted 
from being presented Monday though. 
She stated, “At the instruction of the De-
partment of Commerce we are unable to 
participate in public-facing speaking en-
gagements until further notice. As a result, 
I will be unable to participate in the Twin 

Cities Meteorological Society meeting on 
Thursday evening.” The Department of 
Commerce oversees the National Oceanic 
and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA), 
which her job is housed under.

CoCoRaHS, started in 1998, stands 
for Community Collaborative Rain, Hail 
& Snow Network and is a group of trained 
volunteer observers that report mostly pre-
cipitation back to be recorded. There are 
some observers of CoCoRaHS have been 
reporting for decades, according to Boulay.

Boulay, being a state employee rather 
than a federal employee, generously of-
fered to present what he could of her in-
formation, focusing highly on the long-
time observers network for weather held 
here in Minnesota. 

MNgage and the National Weather 
Service’s Cooperative Observer Program 
were groups that were highlighted. MN-
gage is also a volunteer reporting network 

similar to CoCoRaHS that began in the 
1960’s. The Cooperative Observer Pro-
gram was first established by Congress in 
1890 when the United States Weather Bu-
reau was established, which was the name 
used previously for the National Weather 
Service. 

Boulay said, “There are less coop ob-
servers in the state, only about 175. In ad-
dition to precipitation, many of them have 
a temperature gauge as well.” 

The standardized affordable and accu-
rate rain gauge that most of the observers 
use, which the public can purchase as well, 
was designed decades ago by Product Alter-
natives, Inc., located in Fergus Falls, Minn. 
Their Stratus Rain Gauge is the official rain 
gauge of NOAA and National Weather Ser-
vice observers. The gauge measures accu-
rately to 1/100th of an inch and can mea-
sure up to 11 inches of precipitation.

“It can be used to measure snow too,” 
said Boulay. “Just don’t forget to take out 
the inner cylinder and funnel or they will 
crack.”

Boulay encourages anyone who is in-
terested in being a volunteer observer to 
check out CoCoRaHS. He says, “Anyone 
interested just has to go to cocorahs.org 
and click on the button for ‘Join CoCo-
RaHS’ to get started.” 

MINNESOTA NIGHTS GETTING WARMER
Twin Cities Meteorological 
Society hosts annual 		
State of the Climate

Minnesota Department of Natural Resources 
Assistant State Climatologist Pete Boulay talks 
about the history of observing networks in 
Minnesota. (Photo submitted)

RANGE OF BUILDING TYPES, USES PROPOSED FOR PEOPLES’ WAY PEOPLES’ WAY APPLICANT 
PRESENTATIONS
The city of Minneapolis is hosting an 
event for neighbors to meet the appli-
cants, hear their plans for developing 
the Peoples’ Way site, and offer feed-
back. It will be held on Feb. 26, from 
5–8:30 p.m., at Sabathani Community 
Center (310 E. 38th St.). Food and re-
freshments will be provided.

A gathering at the Peoples’ Way in 2021.  (Photo by Jill Boogren)

Jarrod Schoenecker is the president of 
the Twin Cities Meteorological Society. 
Reach him at TwPresident@TCMetSoc.

org. For more on the Twin Cities Meteoro-
logical Society, visit TCMetSoc.org. They are a 
group of weather enthusiasts and meteorolo-
gists that has been in existence since 1948.	


