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By MATTHEW JOHNSON

“This is the 
area that I grew 
up. This is  the 
area that drives 
M i d w a y  a n d 
Snelling-Univer-
sity. It’s good to 
have something 
that represents 
and a part of the 
community,” re-
marked District 
65A Represen-
tative Samakab 
Hussein during 
the unveiling of 
“The Calling” on 
Oct. 17, 2024.

M i n n e s o t a 
United FC owner 
Bill McGuire and 
community lead-
ers were present 
to officially unveil 
the giant  loon 
sculpture at the corner of University and 
Snelling avenues. Over 5,000 stainless steel 

feathers adorn the loon that stands 
32.5 feet tall with an 89-foot 
wingspan. “The Calling” project 
was funded by the William and 
Nadine McGuire Family Founda-
tion with the help of the Minne-

sota State Arts Council and Snel-
ling Midway Redevelopment.
Other local leaders present were 

State Senators Sandy Pappas (District 65) 
and Foung Hawj (District 67). Joining 
Hussein from the Minnesota House were 
Leon M. Lillie (44B), Ethan Cha (47B), 
and Kaohly Vang Her (64A). St. Paul 
Council members Anika Bowie (Ward 1) 
and Mitra Jalali (Ward 4) were both pres-
ent, along with Mayor Melvin Carter. 

Mayor Carter reflected, “As we think 
about just the phrase ‘Minnesota unit-
ed’ that is the calling that this block, that 
this parcel of land represents.” He added, 
“’The Calling’ comes to us at an import-
ant time, and it’s a time right now where 
we’re called to think about our world. 
We’re called to think about our city. We’re 
even called to think about this block that 
we stand on right now differently than we 
have before.”

By JANE MCCLURE

Open-air drug use, crime and loiter-
ing at and around the Snelling-University 
intersection have community members 
demanding change. The upcoming expan-
sion of the troubled Kimball Court sin-
gle-room occupancy building, and an of-
ficer-involved shooting have raised more 
red flags.

Area residents and business owners 
were to meet again Nov. 7, 2024 to dis-
cuss Kimball Court, where an expansion 
is planned on the former Star Market site. 
Behavior of some Kimball Court residents 
and visitors has become a flash point for 
neighborhood complaints. That meeting 
was held after the Monitor deadline.

The St. Paul City Council Oct. 8 
okayed $335 million for owner-operator 
Beacon Interfaith Action’s expansion and 
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Can Snelling- 
University 
area be fixed?
Citizens speak out during 
series of meetings

By JANE MCCLURE

The move of 25 overnight shelter beds 
from downtown St. Paul to Central Bap-
tist Church, 420 N. Roy St., takes effect 
Nov. 12, 2024. Central Baptist, which has 
operated different shelter programs for 
more than a decade, will work with the 
nonprofit Model Cities to house the Safe 
Space program. 

But will shelter guests be safe? That’s a 
concern some neighbors have raised.

The shelter in the Merriam Park 
neighborhood takes the place of some of 
the 64 beds that are at Ramsey County 
Government Center East, 160 E. Kellogg 
Blvd. County officials will put that build-
ing on the market so it will not be a shel-
ter in the future.

Central Baptist could replace the 
64 beds that have been downtown. That 
would require a conditional use permit 
from the city, which is in process. Permits 
are required based on number of shelter 
beds as well as underlying zoning.

Will shelter 
guests be safe?
Model Cities eyes move of 25 
beds to Central Baptist 

Loon lands at Allianz Field
‘The Calling’ stands 32.5 feet tall with a 90-foot wingspan

We can’t let this 
[sculpture] be the only 
thing that happens 
here in this  
Hamline-Midway 
neighborhood. We 
have to make sure that 
we have a thriving 
community and a 
thriving neighborhood 
and a thriving business 
corner here that  
augments and  
compliments this 
wonderful investment.” 
Senator Sandy Pappas

Sixty-two sections make up the 32.5-foot-tall loon sculpture with a 90-foot wingspan that was recently installed on the southeast corner of Snelling and University. “The Calling” was 
made by artist Andy Scott, fabricated by Dyson-Womack, and transported in pieces from Los Angeles to St. Paul. (Photo by Aurora Pass)

SHELTER GUESTS >> 9
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Discover your future at
saintpaul.edu/Spring!

Classes start January 13, 2025.

Choose us for an inclusive 
community, expert faculty, and a 
wide range of program options!

Spring into 
college now.

Why wait to take
the next step?

And we’ll give you 
a better newspaper.
https://www.research.net/r/139102

Take our survey to 
win $50 gift cards 
to Seward Co-Op 
and Hampden Park 
Co-op.

By MARGIE O’LOUGHLIN

The Minnesota Toy Library (MTL) is 
a toy lending program for families with 
children ages birth to five years. Members 
can check-out up to five toys at a time, and 
take them home for 2-4 weeks. And now, 
thanks to a $50,000 grant from the Min-
nesota Pollution Control Agency, there’s 
a new location on the east side of St. Paul. 

The mission of the toy library is three-
fold: to reduce waste, promote develop-
ment, and build community.

Rebecca Nutter is MTL’s executive di-
rector. She said, “We started lending toys 
nine years ago, using public library meet-
ing rooms. When our toy inventory got 
too big to be mobile, lending events were 
held in my garage. In 2017, we established 
our first brick and mortar in South Minne-
apolis.” 

REDUCE WASTE
In the last generation, the state of 

Minnesota has seen a gradual transfor-
mation from a system that manages solid 
waste – to one that recognizes the com-
plete life cycle of materials. According to 
the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, 
approximately 80% of toys will end up 
in landfills or incinerators. This statistic 
highlights how critical it is to prioritize 
reduction and reuse strategies.

Nutter explained that the average 
American family spends $485 annually on 
toys, most of which will end up in land-
fills or municipal incinerators. She said, 
“Through the toy library, families can ac-
cess an almost unlimited collection of toys 
for as little as $40/year. Annual member-
ship is on a sliding scale from $40-$100.”

The Minnesota Toy Library is really 
driven by a commitment to reduce waste. 
Nutter said, “We are passionate about re-
using toys.  Many of our toys come from 
families whose children have outgrown 
them. The toys are in great shape, and 
there’s just no reason why they can’t be re-
used. Children ages birth to five change so 
quickly that they don’t tend to wear their 
toys out.”

PROMOTE DEVELOPMENT

MTL has more than 8,000 toys in 
their inventory, spread across their South 
Minneapolis, Northeast Minneapolis, and 
St. Paul locations. Members can visit any 
of the three locations. However, because 
it’s still getting up and running, toys bor-
rowed from the St. Paul location need to 
be returned there. 

Toys come in as donations, are 
bought second-hand by staff, or some-
times bought new. If the toys are pur-
chased second-hand, they’re inspected for 

safety and washed thoroughly before be-
coming part of the community toy box.

Nutter said, “We don’t have a large 
staff, so we educate our members about 
how to clean toys before returning them. 
We follow CDC recommendations, and 
advocate for green cleaners whenever 
possible. We encourage the kids to get in-
volved, too; they learn about taking care 
of the planet by helping to clean their bor-
rowed toys.

“No one likes borrowing a dirty toy. 
Always set aside time to clean toys well 
before returning them to the toy library.  
Wash hands before and after cleaning toys 
to help keep everybody safe.”

The MTL inventory is separated into 
these categories: Adapted Toys, Board 
Games, Blocks, Dramatic Play, Fine Motor, 
Literacy, Large Motor, Math/Cognitive, 
Manipulatives, Music, Puzzles, Science/
Sensory, Vehicles and more. 

There is something for every stage 
of development in the first five years of a 
child’s life. 

BUILD COMMUNITY
The toy library offers opportunities 

for families to connect with each another 

Minnesota Toy Library opens third metro location
Members save money on toys 
while reducing waste

GRANT FUNDS NEW LOCATION 
The Minnesota Pollution Control Agency 
(MPCA) awarded grant funding to the Minne-
sota Toy Library as part of their Waste Reduc-
tion and Reuse Grants Program. The purpose 
of the funding is to reduce greenhouse gas 
emissions and other pollutants, reduce 
demand for resources, and reduce waste sent 
to landfills. With the $50,200 grant, the 
Minnesota Toy Library was able to open a St. 
Paul location. At its now three locations in the 
Twin Cities, the Minnesota Toy Library pro-
vides families and educators a low cost way 
to borrow toys that expand play options for 
kids, and is less wasteful than buying new.  

The Minnesota Toy Library is for parents, grandparents, educators, occupational therapists, 
and mostly, for kids, to come and choose toys that are fun and that help them learn. MTL 
Executive Director Rebecca Nutter said, “We can’t just keep consuming things. We need to 
do better.” (Photo submitted)

TOY LIBRARY >> 3
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By JANE MCCLURE

The Midway YMCA will double its 
child care capacity to about 280 children 
per day, with a new facility planned north-
east of the main building. The St. Paul 
Board of Zoning Appeals (BZA) approved 
needed variances Oct. 28, 2024. Approval 
allows for demolition of a building con-
verted for child care, and construction at 
530 Wheeler St. N. 

The YMCA is at 1761 University Ave.
The child care project is complicat-

ed by its location, which is largely within 
the Green Line light rail’s Fairview Avenue 
station area. Being in a designated station 
area brings additional regulations for rede-
velopment.

The Y’s Child and Family Wellbeing 
Center of Excellence project needs two 
variances. One is for the size of parking 
and entrance drives. Surface parking areas 
and entrance drive that are accessory to a 
principal building or use may occupy no 
more than 60 feet of the total lot frontage; 
110 feet are proposed for a 50-foot vari-
ance.

The second variance is for floor area 
ratio (FAR), which is the measurement of 
a building’s floor area in relation to the 
size of the lot/parcel that the building is 
located on. It is calculated by dividing the 
total area of the building by the total area 
of the parcel In St. Paul, it is typically used 
to encourage more dense development. A 
minimum FAR of .855 is required and .36 
is proposed for a variance of .495.

During land use planning for the 
Green Line more than a decade ago, sta-
tion areas were established to promote 

density in new developments. BZA mem-
bers agreed that the project is appropriate 
for the area and is the type of high-inten-
sity use that was envisioned during station 
area planning. That justifies granting the 
variances.

BZA staff recommended approval of 
the variances, noting the constraints of 
the site, state requirements for day care 
facilities, and the added regulations that 
come with being in a light rail station 
area. Hamline Midway Coalition made 
no recommendation and no one from the 
public spoke in support or opposition.

Midway Y Executive Director David 
Dominick, and Brian Kirk, director of de-

sign and construction for the umbrella or-
ganization YMCA of the North, described 
the project. Y officials have used part of 
the Wheeler Street building for sever-
al years for school-age child care. But the 
building is dated and isn’t compliant with 
the federal Americans with Disabilities Act 
(ADA). 

Past printing uses left chemical con-
tamination in soil around and beneath 
the building. The Midway Y installed a 
vapor mitigation and monitoring system 
to ensure safe conditions. Tearing down 
the structure will allow for contamination 
cleanup.

“We want to provide a quality expe-

rience for child care,” Dominick said. It 
would expand on current services, which 
are for infants through school-age chil-
dren. 

The child care center would have 
about 60 staff members, doubling the cur-
rent staff.

Dominick also pointed out that the 
YMCA as an organization is one of the 
largest day care providers in Minnesota.

Easements on the north and south 
sides of the property, and design require-
ments for child care facilities also drive the 
need for variances, including the need for 
a one-story building, a state requirement 
that an outdoor play area be provided and 
a need for a safe drop-off and pickup area 
for children.

The new building will have 25,600 
square feet of space, with a fenced play-
ground of 5,500 square feet. It will have a 
total of 67 parking spaces, with 42 spaces 
on its south side and 25 on the north side. 

Costs and a timeline for the new facil-
ity haven’t been announced.

The structure at 570 N. Wheeler was 
built in 1949, with an addition in 1965. 
It housed Deluxe Check operations for 
many years, and later was home to West-
ern Graphics. 

The Y bought the Wheeler Street prop-
erty in 2014 as part of the redevelopment 
of the old Midway Y. In that project, a 
1915 building was replaced in 2016 with a 
new structure.

Midway Y daycare center grows Variances approved for new 
building along Wheeler St N

By JANE MCCLURE

The long fight to renovate and save 
the historic Hamline Midway Branch Li-
brary came to an end Oct. 31, 2024 as  
Ramsey County District Court Judge Ste-
phen Smith ruled that a new library proj-
ect can move ahead. The decision ends 16 
months of litigation over the project.

The $8.1 million project will be built 
on the current library site at 1558 W. Min-
nehaha Ave. The project was set to start a 
year ago. 

“I applaud this decision and look for-
ward to finally fulfilling our promise of an 
accessible, safe, and modern public library 
that all of our Hamline-Midway families 
can enjoy,” said Mayor Melvin Carter in a 
prepared statement 

“The Midway deserves major city in-
vestment in vibrant public spaces for the 
future of our diverse community,” said 
Council President Mitra Jalali in a pre-
pared statement. “I am thrilled that the 
Hamline-Midway Library will be rebuilt 
to better serve our neighborhood. This is a 
victory for all our residents.” 

Hamline Midway Library is one of 
three total libraries slated for transforma-
tion through Saint Paul Public Library’s 
Transforming Libraries initiative. 

“Libraries are essential spaces of be-
longing and connection in our city,” said 
Library Director Maureen Hartman in a 
prepared statement. “We are so excited to 
honor the voices of our neighbors and de-
liver on this vision with the new Hamline 
Midway Library.” 

The project is anticipated to take 18 
months for completion. 

The Henry Hale Memorial Library, 
Hamline Branch, begins in 1890 when 
Hale, a St. Paul attorney and property 
owner, wrote a clause into his will that left 
a bequest for the city to use funds from 

his estate to build a free library and a free 
medical dispensary. The funds were to be-
come available 25 years after his death. 
The Panic of 1893 and property value de-
clines delayed his projects and his wife 
Mary had to provide support.

Two Hale libraries were built, one in 
Merriam Park and one in Hamline Mid-

way. The Hamline Midway building re-
placed small storefront libraries. 

Architect Carl H. Buetow, who worked 
for the city in 1929, prepared three pre-
liminary sketches for the building. One 
was chosen, construction began and the 
library opened in October 1930.

Renovate 1558 issued a statement ex-

pressing disappointment in the decision, 
calling it “yet another blow to historic 
preservation in St. Paul.” The preservation-
ist group said Smith ignored judicial prec-
edent in how the Minnesota Environmen-
tal Rights Act (MERA) should be applied 
in historic preservation matters.

“While MERA requires that demoli-
tion of historic resources is only appropri-
ate when the defendant can demonstrate 
that there is no prudent or feasible alter-
native to such a step, the court wrongly 
concludes that alternatives under MERA 
are only prudent if they are the city’s pre-
ferred alternative and that exploring al-
ternatives is, itself, imprudent. The Judge 
also gives credence to the city’s absurd ar-
gument that demolition of the library is 
consistent with its listing on the National 
Register due to social and community fac-
tors,” the Renovate 1558 statement said.

The group also expressed disap-
pointment that its argument comparing 
the Hamline Midway Library with the 
Riverview Branch Library were ignored. 
Riverview will be renovated as part of the 
Transforming Libraries project. Hamline 
Midway project planner LSE Architects 
brought forward a plan to renovate the 
existing library.

Renovate 1558 also made the point 
that the judge sided “with the political 
agendas of cities, such as the desire to 
spend valuable resources on new build-
ings when existing buildings can be suc-
cessfully renovated to meet community 
needs.”

Library fight comes to an end Hale Library will be 
demolished in Midway   
and new one built for   
$8.1 million

– supporting their children’s development 
through play while reducing their impact 
on the environment. The new St. Paul lo-
cation is in the lower level of the Progres-
sive Baptist Church at 1505 Burns Avenue. 
The toy library is open on the first and 
third week of each month:

• Sunday 1:30 – 3:30 p.m.
• Tuesday 5 – 8 p.m.
In addition to borrowing toys, mem-

bers can also bring the following items to 
any of the toy library locations for recy-
cling:

• Broken or whole crayons.
• Squeeze pouches: pouches must be 

empty, clean, and dry and have caps. All 
brands are accepted. 

• Broken Hasbro toys and games.
• Broken Spin Master toys, games, and 

packaging.
• V-tech and LeapFrog electronic 

learning devices and electronic toys.
• Barbie®, Fisher-Price®, Matchbox® 

and MEGA™ toys.
Check out the new space, become a 

member, and celebrate with the Minneso-
ta Toy Library as they bring reuse and toy 

lending to St. Paul. Parking is available in 
the church parking lot. MTC bus routes 
3A, 3B, 62 and 67 serve the area. Con-
tact: stpaultoylibrary@gmail.com with any 
questions about hours, toy inventory, or 
membership. 

New members can join the MTL on 
their first visit. No proof of income is re-
quired to join at any point along the slid-
ing fee schedule. 

TOY LIBRARY   >> from 2

The historic Hale Library at 1558 W Minnehaha Ave. will be demolished and a new facil-
ity built by the city for $8.1 million following a court order. The project is expected to take 
18 months to complete. The library has been closed since May 28, 2023.

A drawing shows what the new building will look like at 530 Wheeler St. N.
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Photojournalist Linda Tirado, 42, is 
dying. 

When she arrived in Minneapolis to 
cover the civil conflict after the murder 
of George Floyd, she had impact-resistant 
goggles, a respirator, and a large PRESS 
lanyard around her neck. Despite this, 
Linda found herself targeted by Minne-
apolis police officer Andrew Braun, who 
deliberately shot her in the face with a 40 
mm impact projectile, instantly blinding 
her left eye and causing a traumatic brain 
injury on May 29, 2020.

That injury to her brain is killing her, 
and she recently announced she is in hos-
pice care in Tennessee. Linda’s husband is 
trying to cover the bills for her care. They 
have two children watching their mother 
die.

Tirado sued the Minneapolis police, 
and received $600,000 as part of a settle-
ment in 2022.

Last week, Communities United 
Against Police Brutality (4200 Cedar Ave. 
S.) launched a scholarship fund to honor 
Tirado. Four $5,000 scholarships will be 
given in Linda’s name to Minnesota pho-
tojournalism students each year. “These 
scholarships will ensure that Linda’s lega-
cy, bravery and service to the community 
are not forgotten and that others will fol-
low in her footsteps,” wrote CUAPB in a 
press release. 

SHOCKING NUMBER OF THREATS
The International Women’s Media 

Foundation (IWMF) recently surveyed 610 
journalists who attended 26 IWMF safe-
ty trainings across 11 states. The data re-
vealed a shocking number of threats to 
American journalists’ safety and well-be-
ing, they report.

A decade ago, we would have been 
stunned to hear that these incidents are 
taking place in the United States, they 
point out.

Journalists experience physical vio-
lence, harassment, threats of gun violence, 
verbal attacks and sexual harassment 
while on assignment and in the work-
place. While working as journalists:

• 36% (of 597) respondents report-
ed being threatened with or experiencing 
physical violence

• 33% (of 566) respondents reported 
being threatened with or experiencing dig-
ital violence

• 28% (of 568) respondents reported 
legal threats or action against them 

• 24% (of 582) respondents experi-
enced sexual harassment and an addition-
al 6% (of 582) were threatened with sexu-
al violence

Find the full report at www.iwmf.org/
underfire/.

TEAR-GASSED, PEPPER-SPRAYED AND SHOT AT
Linda isn’t the only journalist injured 

here in this country that prides itself on 
freedom.

A shocking one-third of the attacks 
on journalists in 2020 that occurred in the 
U.S. happened in Minnesota. Members of 
the press were attacked, tear-gassed, pep-
per-sprayed, and shot at with rubber bul-
lets/projectiles. 

Like Tirado, journalist Jared Goyette 
was also was shot in the face by po-
lice while covering the Uprising. He was 
joined by news photographer Craig Las-
sig; photojournalists Tannen Maury, Ste-
phen Maturen, Tim Evans, Ed Ou and 
Chris Tuite; and Katie Nelson, a journalist, 
photographer and videographer in a suit 
against the city with the help of the ACLU 
of Minnesota because of the injuries they 
got while covering the protests. The suit 
also cited several instances in which Star 
Tribune reporters were detained or injured 
by law enforcement projectiles, although 
none was a plaintiff. The city paid out 
$950,000 in February 2024.

“This is a major victory for journalists 
covering protests in the United States of 
America,” said NewsGuild-CWA President 
Jon Schleuss. “We joined this lawsuit to 
support America’s journalists who were 
brutally attacked by police while doing 
their job. We are proud to support and 
fight for journalists defending a free press 
in our democracy.”

Other journalists were harmed by the 
State Patrol.

As written in a Star Tribune article by 
Liz Sawyer: 

Two Los Angeles Times journalists 
trapped and targeted by Minnesota State 
Patrol troopers while reporting on civil 
unrest in Minneapolis following the kill-
ing of George Floyd settled their federal 
lawsuit with the state agency for $1.2 mil-
lion in April 2024. Photographer Caro-
lyn Cole and Houston bureau chief Molly 
Hennessy-Fiske were battered with blunt 
projectiles, tear gas and chemical spray by 

troopers interfering with their constitu-
tionally protected First Amendment rights 
... on May 30, 2020 ... at E. 31st Street and 
Nicollet Avenue – near the Fifth Precinct 
police headquarter.  ...

“Being attacked by the [Minnesota] 
State Patrol four years ago was an experi-
ence no other journalist should have to 
face,” Cole wrote in a statement. “I hope 
this ruling, upholding our First Amend-
ment rights, will help to protect other 
photographers and reporters trying to do 
their jobs.” ...

Both women have covered danger-
ous conflict zones abroad for decades and 
know the risks involved, but say that until 
2020 they had never been singled out this 
way by police.

“During my nearly 25-year career, I 
have covered numerous law enforcement 
agencies and protests in various states and 
overseas,” said Hennessy-Fiske, who now 
works for the Washington Post. “This was 
the first time that I was attacked by au-
thorities.”

The vast majority of the settlement – 
$1 million – is expected to pay legal fees 
for their Minneapolis-based law firm. Cole 
and Hennessy-Fiske have a agreed to split 
the remaining $200,000, their attorney 
confirmed.

WHY AREN’T THINGS GETTING BETTER?
When I first wrote about this issue in 

2020, I hoped it marked a turning point 
and that things would shift back to pro-
tecting the vital work journalists do. It’s 
pretty disheartening to see these current 
statistics come across my desk. 

Over the last four years, I’ve asked my-
self and others how change happens. 

How do we protect each other from 
those who might abuse their power? 

One thing I know is that the press is a 
powerful force, shining light in dark plac-
es. And I’m worried when journalists are 
dying here in America, the land of the free 
and the brave.

JOURNALISTS UNDER FIRE HERE IN AMERICA
UNIVERSITY POLICE TARGET JOURNALISTS

University of Minnesota Police officers 
detained Minnesota Daily reporter Tyler 
Church for three hours on Monday, Oct. 21, 
2024 and confiscated the bag containing his 
credentials, notes and schoolwork for three 
days.  This meant that Church couldn't write 
his article or do his schoolwork in the mean-
time. 

According to the Daily articles written 
by Spencer White:

Church was covering the Morrill Hall 
occupation when officers entered the build-
ing through the basement tunnels with 
their weapons drawn. Officers confiscated 
Church’s backpack, which contains his lap-
top, schoolwork and reporting notes.

After being released from handcuffs, 
Church, two other Daily reporters and a re-
porter from the Minnesota Star Tribune were 
told to wait in the basement of Morrill Hall 
by police for three hours before eventual-
ly being released through the GopherWay 
tunnels.

Church and the two other Daily report-
ers present were wearing vests with “PRESS” 
printed on the front and back in large, bold 
letters.

Officer Josh Betts told Church that his 
belongings were being held in “safe keeping” 
until UMPD comes out of lockdown. There 
was no timetable given for when this lock-
down would end.

They held onto his belongings for two 
days. (Photo by Hannah Kovnar)

STATEMENT FROM MN DAILY BOARD
“President Rebecca Cunningham, Uni-

versity administration and UMPD should 
be ashamed of UMPD’s violation of Tyler’s 
rights as a reporter. Their actions are an af-
front to the First Amendment from a univer-
sity whose own mission statement says it is 
‘dedicated to the advancement of learning 
and the search for truth; to the sharing of 
this knowledge through education for a di-
verse community; and to the application of 
this knowledge to benefit the people of the 
state, the nation, and the world.’

“The Minnesota Daily board is com-
mitted to working with university adminis-
tration and UMPD to make sure journalists’ 
rights are not violated in the future.”

The board asked for a public apology, re-
quirement that university police undergo an-
nual media law training; the university make 
a public commitment to uphold local, state, 
and federal laws that protect journalists; and 
that administration open a dialogue with 
Minnesota Daily editors and reporters.  

View the entire letter at 
www.MonitorSaintPaul.com. 

Linda Tirado in 2014 (left) and recently (right). She lost her eye when she was shot at by 
Minneapolis Police officer Andrew Braun while covering the protests after George Floyd's 
murder, and is now dying from the traumatic brain injury she received.

BY TESHA M. CHRISTENSEN
Owner & Editor
tesha@MonitorSaintPaul.com

TOO MUCH
COFFEE
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NEW LEADERSHIP NEEDED IN ST. PAUL
Many articles have been written late-

ly on the plight of the Midway. Anyone 
familiar with the Midway neighborhood 
along Snelling and University is aware of 
this issue: shuttered businesses, empty 
lots, open drug use and feces on the 
sidewalk. This issue is not new, but has 

reached a nadir this summer and fall.  
My question is: where has the city 

been while Hamline Midway languished? 
Why hasn’t the city been acting to facil-
itate new businesses, new buildings and 
find solutions to open air drug use?

 Attending Hamline Midway Coali-
tion meetings, one can hear wonderful 
and innovative ideas to bring life back 
to University and Snelling. Where is our 
council and mayor, with their near-billion 
dollar budget? Only after several negative 

articles and bad press does our council 
president or mayor show any concern for 
our neighborhood. We need leadership 
who is proactive about the issues facing 
our community, not merely reactive in the 
face of bad press. I love our unique and 
caring neighborhood – we deserve new 
leadership who will address Hamline Mid-
way issues in a proactive manner.

Stuart Orlowski

LETTER GOT AN OPINION? 
JOIN THE CONVERSATION. 

SUBMIT A LETTER 
@ WWW.MONITORSAINTPAUL.COM

OR, EMAIL 
TESHA@MONITORSAINTPAUL.COM.

Civic engagement is a key tool for 
building more vibrant and inclusive com-
munities. For many civic engagement be-
gins with casting a vote at the ballot box. 
This is an integral step yet there is so much 
more. Civic engagement is when you par-
ticipate in activities that improve your 
community and participate in the demo-
cratic process. Examples include: attend-
ing city council meetings, volunteering at 
your local food bank, signing petitions on 
issues that matter to you, and mentoring 
youth.  

My latest book, “Kwame Votes,” ex-
plores the transformational power of civic 
engagement through an intergenerational 
approach. Through conversations with his 
family, Kwame learns important lessons 
on how to serve and lead in his commu-

nity. His grandmother teaches him the im-
portance of focusing on issues like equal 
access to quality education. His mother 
demonstrates how volunteerism can sup-
port democracy by serving as an elec-
tion judge. With each family interaction, 
Kwame learns the importance of his fam-
ily’s daily commitment to civic engage-
ment in their community. He witnesses 
firsthand the positive impact of this labor 
of love. 

Kwame’s grandmother teaches this 
key leadership lesson. She reminds her 
family to use their voices to make a differ-
ence: “Voting in an election is your oppor-
tunity to be heard, hold elected officials 
accountable and have a say in important 
issues involving our community.”

I found inspiration for writing this 
book while reflecting on my experience 
growing up in the historic Rondo commu-
nity. I grew up watching our community 
organize for change. Everyone was ready 
to lend a helping hand, safeguard the 
future of the children, and stand up for 
crucial issues affecting the community.  I 
can still hear our community elder’s voice 
rising above the crowd at a community 
meeting, strong and unwavering, chanting 

with conviction: “Got voice, got power.” It 
served as a constant reminder that each of 
us holds the power to uplift and empower 
our communities.

When we need inspiration for the 
journey ahead, we can embark on a Sa-
noka journey where we look to our ances-
tors for inspiration. Sankofa is a Twi word 
from the Akan Tribe of Ghana that means 
“go back and get it.” It is a reminder to 
look to the past for inspiration for our 
present and future. Ancestors like Ida B. 
Wells and Mary Church Terrell built new 
inroads to justice and freedom through 
the power of civic engagement.

Ida B. Wells was a suffragist who 
fought for the passage of the 19th Amend-
ment providing women with the right to 
vote. She also advocated for racial equity 
to ensure Black women had equal access 
to the ballot box.

Mary Church Terrell dedicated her 
life’s work to advancing racial equity and 
gender equality. She fearlessly addressed 
these issues at the National American 
Woman Suffrage Association convention 
in the early 1890s.

Through their example, we are re-
minded that change starts from within. 

First, we must have an unwavering com-
mitment to leave the world a better place 
than how we found it. This is anchored 
in our collective vision for the future. Pi-
oneering scientist, George Washington 
Carver, wisely stated, “Where there is no 
vision, there is no hope.” Hope for the 
future is the motivation for civic engage-
ment. 

In addition, setting an agenda is es-
sential. You can begin by exploring ques-
tions such as: What do you seek to accom-
plish? What steps will you take to achieve 
this goal? How will you measure success? 
An exploration of these questions will aid 
in developing a plan of action.

Finally, this is a call to unleash our 
moral imagination – a vision of a future 
where children can thrive, communities 
have the resources they need, families are 
resilient, and neighborhoods are flourish-
ing. It envisions a world of endless possi-
bilities, where the seeds of change bloom 
into hope for a better tomorrow.

Through her organization, Planting Peo-
ple Growing Justice Leadership Institute, Dr. 
Artika Tyner seeks to plant seeds of social 
change through education, training, and com-
munity outreach.

GOT VOICE, GOT POWER: CULTIVATING CHANGE THROUGH CIVIC ENGAGEMENT

BY DR. ARTIKA TYNER, 
dr.artikatyner@gmail.com

PLANTING 
SEEDS

HIRING: BUSINESS MARKETING  ADVISOR

Email resume & cover letter to Tesha@tmcpub.com 

Flexible hours 
Worthwhile work

Help local businesses thrive 
with print and online ads.

We’re looking for someone to join our 
team who is excited to connect with  
businesses and organizations to help 
them grow, thank current customers, and 
stay top of mind. Qualified candidates will 
be self-driven, curious and enthusiastic.

THE MOTLEY CONVERSATION

Since the age of 18, I have voted in 
every single general election. Since my 
mid-30s, I have voted in every single 
mid-term election. And once Minnesota 
switched from caucus to primary elections, 
I voted. My various employers always al-
lowed an hour to vote, but I never lived 
within a distance where that worked for 
me. 

During all the years I worked full-
time, and for a period of 12 years as a 
single parent, it was a burden getting to 

the polling location on time. Tuesday is a 
business workday and the 13-hour voting 
hour window at times was tight for me. 
Traffic congestion was always an issue, the 
weather could be as well, and my poll-
ing location was never part of the driv-
ing route home. I was one of those people 
that came screaming into a polling place 
in the last hour to vote hoping the line 
wasn’t overwhelming. 

I retired from full-time work in 2017 
and trained to be an election judge in 
2018. It was very pleasurable to perform 
the various positions and procedures that 
year. I also decided to be an election judge 
during the 2020 COVID year. I performed 
the same duties as before, but there was a 
noticeable difference in voters’ affect and 

behavior and so I declined to be an elec-
tion judge for the 2022 mid-term election. 
Voting in person was very satisfying and 
mattered greatly to me, but it changed that 
year causing me to be more vigilant for 
who and what I give my vote to.   

I always research and review candi-
dates’ profiles and policy positions along 
with any specific initiatives and referen-
dums on the ballot. Local newspapers 
did a wonderful job of consolidating and 
providing this information when it was 
my normal method of being informed. I’d 
make a list to bring with me to fill out the 
ballot at the polling location. Now online 
searches are needed, which is cumbersome 
since I have not yet found a consolidated 
location with information for all the bal-

lot choices or without having to provide 
my personal information to receive it.

I have voted by mail since 2020 
and strongly support that method along 
with broadening the number of election 
days. COVID demonstrated that voting 
by mail was a great new way to perform 
our civic duty. Expanding the number of 
election days would also help those that 
have full workdays filled with childcare, 
elder parent care, non-flexible work sched-
ules, long commutes, transportation or 
physical complications, plus all the other 
normal daily life activities. Being able to 
spend more time with the ballot to search 
through multiple information sources 
helps me be a more thoughtful and in-
formed citizen.   

Cindy Hollister has worked in the bill-
ing department at TMC Publications since 
2021.

A DIFFERENT WAY TO VOTE
BY CINDY HOLLISTER

guest
column
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The Hamline Midway Coalition cares 
about our neighborhood because it’s 
where we live, work, play, and have built 
a strong sense of community. We also hear 
from our neighbors every day about the 
urgent need for change around one of the 
Midway’s most crucial intersections.

The challenges at Snelling and Uni-
versity aren’t just local – they impact the 
entire University Avenue corridor and res-
onate throughout the Twin Cities. This 
intersection sits in the heart of the Mid-
way, a gateway for millions, and serves as 
a vital link between St. Paul and Minne-
apolis, functioning as both an economic 
and transit hub. Addressing public safety, 
vacancy, and public health here will cre-
ate ripple effects across the metro and the 
state.

This campaign is grounded in what 
our community has clearly voiced: a de-
sire for safety, livability, and compassion-
ate, long-term solutions. Through direct 
engagement – whether at doorsteps or in 
neighborhood meetings – we’ve listened. 
Transforming vacant spaces like the CVS 
into community assets, expanding out-
reach to those most vulnerable, and im-
proving transit safety all reflect the col-
lective desire of this neighborhood for a 
safer, more vibrant future.

Revitalizing this corridor isn’t just 
about the Hamline Midway; it’s about sta-
bilizing a key artery that connects us all. 
By investing here, we strengthen not only 
our community but also the broader eco-
nomic health and vitality of St. Paul and 
the entire state. The future of this critical 
gateway impacts everyone – and it’s some-
thing we all have a stake in shaping.

Our work to achieve these goals has 
been underway throughout 2024, as we’ve 
engaged our neighbors, businesses, and 
city leaders to take meaningful steps for-
ward. 

• In February, we hosted a neighbor-
hood listening session with the General 
Manager, Chief Operating Officer, former 
Chief of Metro Transit Police, and the Met-
ropolitan Council Transportation Chair, 
drawing over 75 attendees.

• In March, we intensified our com-
munity engagement through door-to-door 
outreach, online feedback collection, and 
our Hamline Midway Coalition open 
house, gathering valuable input from res-
idents focused on the priorities laid out in 
our 10-Year Plan.

• Additionally, we co-hosted a com-
munity meeting at Allianz Stadium to ad-
dress neighborhood concerns about the 
state and future development of United 
Village. This event was part of our ongoing 
efforts to ensure that residents’ voices are 
heard on major developments in our area.

• In June, our development commit-
tee brought together community members 
and Director Angie Wiese from the De-
partment of Safety and Inspections (DSI) 
to discuss the vacant CVS property. The 
meeting was attended by approximately 
50 neighbors, highlighting the communi-
ty’s investment in the future of this space.

• Throughout the spring, we reached 
out to dozens of local businesses, partic-
ularly those near Snelling and University, 
to provide information about Promise Act 
loan and grant funding while also listen-
ing to their ongoing concerns about the 
area.

• In August, we organized a meeting 
with leadership from Beacon Interfaith 
Housing Collaborative to address ongo-
ing neighborhood concerns about Kim-
ball Court. This led to the establishment 
of direct, ongoing communication with 
dedicated staff, focused solely on ensuring 
accountability and transparent dialogue 
with the Hamline Midway Coalition.

• Furthermore, we have organized 
nearly two dozen neighborhood cleanups 
between our monthly community events 
and regular efforts at the Snelling Avenue 
Green Line stations through the Adopt A 
Stop Program. These cleanups have given 
us firsthand insight into the public health 
crisis developing at this intersection.

• On the topic of community safety, 
we met with Commander McCabe of the 
Saint Paul Police Department’s Western 
District and over two dozen neighbors on 
Minnehaha Avenue to address concerns 
about speeding, crime, and other pressing 
issues in the neighborhood.

• Most recently, our staff and board 
leaders met with Council President Jalali, 
SPPD Commander Yang, Director Brooke 
Blakey, and numerous business and com-
munity partners, including Raks and So-
phia Pham of Tuan Auto, to discuss fur-
ther community safety initiatives.

Through this ongoing engagement 

and action, we’ve heard loud and clear 
that changes are needed at the corner of 
Snelling and University and surrounding 
area. While we recognize that we cannot 
single-handedly solve the opioid epidemic 
and housing crisis, the Hamline Midway 
Coalition believes there are meaningful, 
feasible actions our elected officials must 
take and help us pursue in order to sta-
bilize this key corridor in our neighbor-
hood.

We are committed to leading a local 
campaign focused on the issues raised 
during our Metro Transit Listening Ses-
sion, our meeting with the Department of 
Safety and Inspections, our 10-Year Neigh-
borhood Plan engagement, countless con-
versations, and other community events. 
These issues include:

1. Establish a new, expedited re-
sponse system through the Department 
of Safety and Inspections for problem va-
cant properties, like the CVS, prioritizing 
abatements for those that pose immedi-
ate public health risks. This system would 
go beyond the current abatement process, 
ensuring faster action on issues such as 
trash, drug paraphernalia, and graffiti, and 
creating a more effective framework for 
addressing urgent public health concerns.

2. Urge Metro Transit to allocate 
more resources for the Snelling Avenue 
and nearby Green Line stations to improve 
safety for all riders and provide support 
for vulnerable individuals. Stabilizing 
Snelling and University requires a compre-
hensive approach that includes enhanc-
ing safety at adjacent Green Line stops 
throughout the Midway.

3. Advocate for increased street out-
reach and services from Ramsey County to 
directly support unhoused neighbors and 
those struggling with addiction along the 
Snelling and University Avenue corridors. 
Stabilizing the Snelling and University in-
tersection requires extending support to 
the broader neighborhoods, ensuring that 
vulnerable individuals throughout these 
areas receive the help they need.

4. Transforming the vacant CVS prop-
erty into a community-centered space or 
comparable asset is a long-term vision 
identified as a top priority through com-
munity input. The goal is to convert the 
building into a valuable part of the neigh-
borhood, with the potential for a mix of 
for-profit and non-profit, mixed-use devel-
opment. We are exploring similar projects 
throughout the city and along the Green 
Line corridor, with plans for ongoing com-
munity engagement and idea-sharing op-

portunities.
Redeveloping the CVS property will 

require collaboration with the private 
owner, developers, funders, and city, coun-
ty, and state partners to explore all avenues 
for acquisition, capital investment, and 
redevelopment. We are fully committed 
to pursuing every possibility to make this 
vision a reality.

We believe these four neighborhood 
priorities are possible and necessary for 
the stabilization and improvement of our 
community. ...

These issues and the responses we are 
organizing toward are more than just cam-
paign priorities – they are rooted in the 
lived experiences of people who love and 
care for this community, along with our 
shared vision for the future. 

By addressing these four neighbor-
hood priorities, we can begin paving the 
way for a stronger Midway, where busi-
nesses thrive, public transit is reliable, and 
community development flourishes, all 
while caring for those in crisis and our 
most vulnerable. We believe this approach 
has the potential to foster long-term sta-
bility and prosperity for both the Hamline 
Midway neighborhood and the broader 
Midway area, with impacts that extend far 
beyond.

Alongside these campaign priorities, 
HMC is also committed to several key ac-
tions: 

1. We will partner with elected offi-
cials attending our Hamline Midway Town 
Hall [held Oct. 17] to coordinate hybrid 
constituent meetings throughout 2025. 
These meetings will improve communi-
cation with neighbors about ongoing ini-
tiatives, assess their effectiveness, and pro-
vide updates on new efforts and resources. 

2. Additionally, HMC will continue 
attending the Third Thursday Saint Paul 
Police Department’s Western District 
monthly community meetings and main-
tain regular communication with the Of-
fice of Neighborhood Safety. 

3. We are also scheduling a meeting 
with Mayor Melvin Carter by the end of 
2024 to discuss these priorities and ex-
plore broader solutions.

4. HMC will remain dedicated to our 
existing neighborhood-led initiatives, fo-
cusing on the environment, transporta-
tion, development, renter engagement, 
and community building across the entire 
neighborhood. 

To review the full Stabilize Snelling 
and University Campaign document and 
find the link to endorse the campaign, 
visit: https://tinyurl.com/stabilizesnell-
inganduniversity

Stabilize Snelling and University Campaign launched

BY JASON ELYEA-WHEELER
Communications Specialist
comms@hamlinemidway.org

HAMLINE MIDWAY
COALITION

Bill McGuire speaks during the unveiling of The Calling on Oct. 17. Also present were 
Ethan Cha (47B), Leon M. Lillie (44B), Mayer Melvin Carter, Foung Hawj (67, obstruct-
ed), Sandy Pappas (65), Kaohly Vang Her (64A), Anika Bowie (Ward 1), Samakab Hus-
sein (65A), Mitra Jalai (Ward 4). (Photo by Aurora Pass)

PK’s Place, a 16,000-square-foot, accessible playground, is named after the soccer club’s 
mascot PK. PK’s Place has 25 different activities intended to engage the minds of bodies of 
all kinds of children. It is open to the public daily from 7 a.m. to 11 p.m. (Photo by Mat-
thew K. Johnson)

WANT TO REACH 47,000 PEOPLE AT THEIR FRONT DOORS? 
YOU CAN –WITH EACH EDITION OF THE MONITOR.
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A PUBLIC SCHOOL
THAT LETS
YOU BE YOU

651-400-1781   CPATHMN.ORG   PIERCE BUTLER & HAMLINE
CAREER PATHWAYS PUBLIC CHARTER SCHOOL GRADES 6-12

Having trouble with 
your phone or computer? 

Get in-home tech support for seniors 
in Como Park & Falcon Heights.

Call 651-642-1127Call 651-642-1127

Senator Pappas also emphasized the 
surrounding neighborhood: “We can’t let 
this [sculpture] be the only thing that hap-
pens here in this Hamline-Midway neigh-
borhood. We have to make sure that we 
have a thriving community and a thriving 
neighborhood and a thriving business cor-
ner here that augments and compliments 
this wonderful investment.”

INTERNATIONAL ARTIST ANDY SCOTT
McGuire said that after he and then 

Mayor Chris Coleman had discussed the 
bus barn site around 2014-2015, he met 
with Senator Lillie and Representative 
Hawj about including public art in the 
development. McGuire and his team were 
impressed by The Kelpies, a metal sculp-
ture of two large horse heads in Falkirk, 
Scotland. The artist was Andy Scott. Scott 
would join McGuire on Zoom meetings. 
These later included Minnesota-based 
Mortenson Construction, who laid the 
foundations and executed the landscaping 
around the sculpture.

Scott recounted, “I looked at a wider 
subject matter and come up with the no-
tion of the loon as being representative of 
the state, and by coincidence, I know now 
is also the emblem of the soccer team.”

McGuire echoed this: “We did not 
tell him what the sculpture would be, but 
said, ‘What could you do? What would 
you envision that would capture Minneso-
ta?’” McGuire added, “Serendipity: it came 
out a loon.” 

Minnesota United CEO Shari Ballard 
said, “I think that, from a club perspective, 
our mission and very genuine focus for 
the club is to use the platform that is soc-
cer to try to bring people together and in-
spire and unite the community. While this 
is not a club initiative, this is very much a 
Bill-and-Nadine-McGuire initiative, it still 
has the same thread to it: really trying to 
use the background that is soccer, and in 
this case use art as a way to bring the com-
munity together and inspire people.”

Before Scott came to Minnesota to 
oversee the assembly of “The Calling,” 
he and his wife visited in February. Scott 
spoke of Saint Paul, “In some ways, it re-
minded me of Glasgow. The people were 
super friendly everywhere we went. It was 
like, ‘Oh, what brings you here?’ and ‘Why 
you in town?’”

DESIGN, BUILD, TEAR DOWN, REASSEMBLE
Chris Dyson grew up in Scotland 

and first met Scott there. After they met in 
Glasgow, both took separate journeys to 
get to their current homes in Los Angeles. 
Dyson and Emily Womack now run Dys-
on-Womack, a company that assists with 
design and installation of public art. Scott 
brought drawings and a one-third scale 
model to Dyson-Womack. Together, Scott, 
Dyson-Womack, and Nous Engineer-
ing worked out the logistics of building, 
breaking the sculpture into separate piec-
es, and fitting them on 12 flatbed trucks 
that traveled from LA to Minnesota.

Dyson said that what struck him was 

the scale. He stated, “It’s testament to 
all the people involved, and it’s only as 
good as the team.... When you do look at 
these large projects, just to think about the 
amount of hands and thought and years 
of time that’s gone towards something of 
that size is really, really impressive. And 
I think sometimes we can lose sight that 
it’s actually individuals, people, workers, 
that are turning up every day and giving it 
their all.”

Mayor Carter agreed: “I got a chance 
to come out here the day it was being as-
sembled here on site, and those crane op-
erators ... it was really a sight to behold. 

The level of precision that it requires to 
pick up these giant pieces and put them 
down and get them placed right in the 
right spot was really something to be-
hold.”

YOU CANNOT PLEASE EVERYONE
Scott said, “I don’t make abstract piec-

es.” He explained, “It’s public, and like 
anything else in the public realm, you 
can’t please all of the people all of the 
time. And I do my very, very best as an art-
ist. I’m very conscious that it’s going to be 
seen by the widest possible audience. I de-
liberately make work which is approach-

able and can be understood by the widest 
audience of any of any locality.”

Dyson likens a city’s collection of 
public art to a collection of books in a 
library. “Public art should be a representa-
tion of all of its people, and there’s going 
to be things that you don’t like in that 
library and things that you like. But if you 
actively search out what’s in that library, 

or through the 
e x a m p l e  o f  a 
public art, you’re 
g o i n g  t o  f i n d 
something that 
does interest you 
and does engage 
you.”

PK’S PLACE
A n o t h e r 

addition to the 
United Vil lage 
area intends to 
engage the pub-
lic in a different 
way. On June 20, 
2024, PK’s Place, 
a 16,000-square-
foot playground, 
opened on the 
east side of the 
s t a d i u m .  T h e 
p layg round  i s 
a gift from the 
William and Na-

dine McGuire Fam-
ily Foundation and 

the Minnesota United 
Football Club. Named 

after the club’s loon mascot 
PK, PK’s Place has 25 different activities 
intended to engage the minds of bodies of 
all kinds of children.

Odilia Pérez is from Guatemala 
whose first language is Mam, a Mayan lan-
guage. She and her family are not Minne-
sota United fans but live a couple blocks 
away. She and her children come “three 
times a week here because this place is 
beautiful. My children love this park.”

Both PK’s Place and The Calling are 
open to the public from 7 a.m. to 11 p.m. 
daily.

LOON LANDS
 >> from 1

‘The Calling’ comes to 
us at an important 
time, and it’s a time 
right now where we’re 
called to think about 
our world. We’re called 
to think about our city. 
We’re even called to 
think about this block 
that we stand on right 
now differently than we 
have before..” 
Mayor Carter

Minnesota United Chief Development Officer and Senior Technical Advisor Manny Lagos 
(left) and Minnesota United CEO Shari Ballard pose in front of the new loon statute at 
University and Snelling. (Photo by Matthew K. Johnson)

Chris Dyson of Dyson-Womack observed, “When you do look at these large projects, just to 
think about the amount of hands and thought and years of time that’s gone towards some-
thing of that size is really, really impressive. And I think sometimes we can lose sight that 
it’s actually individuals, people, workers, that are turning up every day and giving it their 
all.” (Photo by Aurora Pass)

Artist Andy Scott stands in front of his well-
known sculpture, “The Kelpies” in Fallkirk, 
Scottland. When he and his wife visited St. 
Paul last February, he was impressed by 
how friendly residents were. “In some ways, 
it reminded me of Glasgow,” Scott said. 
(Photo courtesy of Instagram)

PEOPLE WHO GET THE MONITOR AT THEIR FRONT 
DOORS MAKE PURCHASING DECISIONS BASED ON 
THE ADS. COMPARE THAT TO THOSE WHO ARE  
SCROLLING PAST YOUR AD ONLINE.

6 OF 10LIVING 50+

GOOD 
NEIGHBOR

Know someone aged 50+ that contributes to the Midway/Como/
Frogtown community and inspires those around them? We want 
to hear about them!  Send your nomination to tesha@tmcpub.
com. Please include your contact information, their name, age, and 
contact information, and a paragraph about what they do that you 
find amazing about them. We can’t wait to amplify the stories of our 
good neighbors aged 50+. 
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NEIGHBOR
NIGHT
THURSDAY, DECEMBER 5 |  5:30-7:30 PM

FROGTOWN COMMUNITY CENTER
230 COMO AVENUE

 

Join Frogtown Green for a FREE supper. 
Learn about ways to spend less on electricity. 

Sign up for affordable solar power, energy audits and more.
Child care provided, interpreters available.

Meet neighbors and build community at our 

MONTHLY MEET-UP AND MEAL!
This month: Saving Money with Green Energy

Info: xiem@ frogtowngreen.com or call Xiem, 952-212-1742
 

Frogtown Green works toward a healthier, greener and more  sustainable neighborhood. 

Ready for winter? 

Download your
own copy in
English, Hmong,
Somali, Spanish
or  Russian.

Your Guide
to Saving
Energy at
Home 
has advice
for savings
in every
season! 

hamline.edu
HUNAC@hamline.edu

HAMLINE HEADLINES

Hamline University welcomes students and 
teachers back to Hamline Elementary School, 
our partner in learning for over 125 years! 
Hamline University welcomes students and 
teachers back to Hamline Elementary School, 
our partner in learning for over 25 years! 
Hamline University welcomes students and 
teachers back to Hamline Elementary School, 
our partner in learning for over 125 years! 

Check website to stay up-to-date on campus 
happenings: hamline.edu.

Welcome back,  
Hamline Elementary!Hamline University

wishes one and all 
a happy, 

healthy and 
hearty 

Season’s Greetings 

720 Snelling Av. N., St. Paul, MN 55104

YOUR HEALTH IS OUR PRIORITY!

Still servicing all your pharmacy needs:

- Prescription compounding  - Blister pack
- Delivery & mail out   - Vaccinations

Independently owned and operated in the Hamline Midway neighborhood since 1918.
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The Hmong Cultural Center is working with Museology Museum Services on updates to several panels in 
its “Hmong Minnesota: Yesterday and Today” exhibit to include 2020 census data. These revised panels 
focus on the Hmong population in Minnesota and the U.S., mapping changing Hmong residential pat-
terns in the Twin Cities Metro since 1990 and Hmong American demographics. The new panels should be 
incorporated in the museum by the end of the year. 

CENSUS DATA: 
HMONG IN 
AMERICA

Model Cities officials have met with 
Union Park District Council members to 
discuss the permit. The district council 
hasn’t made a recommendation.

Central Baptist Pastor Craig Dahl 
said that providing shelter for unhoused 
people is central to the church’s mission. 
“This what we’re about,” he said. “Obvi-
ously there is a huge, huge need for shel-
ter.”

The shelter’s move has raised ques-
tions among some neighbors and busi-
ness owners, who learned of it through the 
news media.

Dahl and Model Cities leaders said 
they are glad to answer community ques-
tions. He emphasized that the church has 
years of experience providing shelter and 
has been vetted for that purpose. He has 
had positive response from neighbors, 
some of whom have made donations for 
the program.

Before the COVID-19 pandemic, Cen-
tral Baptist housed the Project Home over-
night program run by Interfaith Action for 
several years. That program housed fami-
lies in faith-based institutions for a month 
or two at a time.

Last winter the church housed an 
overnight drop-in shelter in cooperation 
with Ramsey County, for families and 
youth ages 14-25. Space reasons preclude 
Central Baptist from housing both pro-
grams going forward, Dahl said.

As it did for the other programs, the 
church will use part of its 1913 building 
to house Safe Space. The program will be 
staffed by Model Cities. 

Model Cities has a two-year lease with 
the church, with a third-year option, said 
Dahl. 

The long-term intent is to find as per-
manent home for the shelter.

“We are incredibly grateful for the 
partnership with Central Baptist Church,” 
said Model Cities CEO Kizzy Downie in 
a press release. “Their support has been 
instrumental in making this relocation 
possible. This collaboration embodies the 
strength of community and shared com-
passion for our fellow neighbors experi-
encing crisis.”

Safe Space began in 2017 in the base-
ment of the Government Center East 
Building, as a winter overnight space op-
erated by Ramsey County. In 2019, Model 
Cities came in to manage the space for 
the county. The space also transitioned to 
year-round use that year.

In 2023, county officials announced 
plans to sell the building. For several 
months Model Cities officials weighed re-
location to a vacant dormitory building 
at Luther Seminary in St. Anthony Park 
neighborhood. Seminary officials dropped 
that proposal in May in the face of neigh-
borhood opposition.

Safe Space isn’t a drop-in facility. It 
operates on a referral-only basis, with 
everyone requiring a reservation to stay 
there. It is open 10 p.m. to 9 a.m. People 
are referred there though a county shelter 
entry and vision program. Those who stay 
must make a reservation every night and 
cannot store their belongings at the shel-
ter. Once someone is in the shelter, they 
cannot come and go.

SHELTER GUESTS
 >> from 1

renovation project. The council acted as 
the Housing and redevelopment Authority 
(HREA) Board.

Kimball Court expand from 76 to 98 
units. The $19 million project will draw 
on a variety of financial resources includ-
ing funds from Minnesota Housing Fi-
nance Agency, Metropolitan Council, Red 
Lake Nation and St. Paul Public Housing 
Authority Section 8 vouchers.

Area residents who attended the HRA 
meeting were unhappy that they didn’t get 
a chance to address the council. The ac-
tion wasn’t a public hearing. Council Pres-
ident Mitra Jalali, whose fourth ward in-
cludes Kimball Court, said the renovation 
will provide improved security and facil-
ities for residents. But she used the vote 
to comment on how St. Paul bears more 
than its share of issues of homelessness, as 
people come here from other areas.

“The city can’t do it by ourselves,” she 
said.

The demands for change escalat-
ed after Oct. 29, when reports of shots 
fired and a man walking and holding a 
gun to his head turned into an officer-in-
volved shooting. Earl Bennett sustained 
life-threatening injuries in the incident. 
He refused to drop his weapon and point-
ed a gun at officers. Six police officers were 
placed on leave while the incident is being 
investigated. 

Bennett is linked to two recent shoot-
ings in Minneapolis: a fatal shooting at a 
Minneapolis homeless encampment on 
Sunday and another incident at a Minne-
apolis sober house. Three of four people 
shot died of their injuries.

If turnout at an Oct. 17 meeting is 
any indication, area residents and busi-
ness leaders were expected to turn out 
in force Nov. 7. More than 400 people 
packed a Hamline University ballroom to 
hear elected officials explain what they are 
going to do to change the situation. Jalali, 
County Commissioner Rena Moran and 
legislators Leigh Finke, Samakab Hussein 
and Sandy Pappas were on a panel an-
swering questions. 

One oft-repeated message Oct. 17 was 

that while problems are solvable, it will 
take time. But that met pushback from 
community members who said they don’t 
feel safe. That’s despite more police pres-
ence and stepped-up cleanup efforts.

Some attendees became frustrated 
with the meeting’s town hall format and 
prepared questions, calling out for more 
focus on the trouble Kimball Court sin-
gle-room occupancy apartment building 
at 545 N. Snelling Ave. and issues along 
Snelling. They handed out a Sept. 19 St. 
Paul Police Department report, which stat-
ed that Kimball Court “is the hub of most 
of the narcotics traffic in the Western (po-
lice) district.” Stepped-up police patrols 
have only served to spread the activity 
throughout the Hamline-Midway neigh-
borhood.

“Kimball Court has security, but it has 
done nothing to slow the traffic of narcot-
ics from both inside and outside of the 
building. ... Business owners are afraid for 
their employees, residents are afraid for 
their children, and multiple people in the 
area are victimized on a regular basis. And 
everyone in my experience including my-
self is pointing at Kimball Court as the 
main case,” the report stated. The report 
called out fentanyl use in and outside of 
Kimball Court “multiple times on a daily 
basis.”

Kimball Court is just one problem 
spot, meeting attendees and panelists 
said. The other is Snelling and University, 
where a vacant CVS drugstore is a center of 

illegal activity. 
“Snelling and University needs help,” 

said HMC Board Member Nate Roisen. 
Neighbors waited for a long time for the 
former Midway Center superblock to have 
redevelopment plans. They are now wor-
ried about the adjacent Midway Market-
place block’s future. He called for redevel-
opment to expand the property tax base.

Meeting attendees disagreed as to the 
CVS site’s future. A drive to stabilize the 
neighborhood has suggested a community 
center there, which has some people call-
ing for future development to be property 
tax-paying. Moran’s suggestion about a 
possible county service center there drew a 
mixed response from the crowd.

Finke said more needs to be done to 
regulate out-of-state property owners, who 
buy rental houses and commercial proper-
ties on speculation.

Issues of drug addiction and unshel-
tered people were also a key topic. One 
focus needs to be on ending the cycle of 
opioid, especially fentanyl, addiction, 
said Moran. She called for more use of 
the drug Suboxone, which is used to treat 
withdrawal from opioids. “We can create 
opportunities to help people get off of 
drugs.” She and other panelists said that 
until there is stable housing, many prob-
lems cannot be solved.

The town hall recording is posted on 
the Hamline Midway Coalition Facebook 
page.

SNELLING-UNIVERSITY 
FIX?  >> from 1

A new sculpture now sits at the southeast corner of Snelling and University in an area that 
residents had previously complained of there being a lot of trash in. Kitty-corner from the 
sculpture is the vacant and boarded up CVS building. (Photo by Matthew K. Johnson)

Craig Dahl serves as pastor at Central Bap-
tist Church, which aims to operate a small 
homeless shelter at its location near Snel-
ling and University. 
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than ever. Whether you visit stores, get delivery or shop 
online, keep your spending local and keep your community 
healthy.

Newspapers are LOCAL.  We are dedicated to keeping you 
informed, safe and connected and care about the issues that 
are important to our neighbors, our schools and our businesses. 
 
When you support your local newspaper, 

you support your community.

America’s Newspapers is a national association supporting journalism and healthy 
newspapers in our local communities.   Find out more at www.newspapers.org or follow us 

on Twitter @newspapersorg or on Facebook @americasnewspapers.
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FREE

Home Evaluation
We know St. Paul & Minneapolis real estate! 
Contact us today for a free market analysis.

651.492.6423  |  TheOddCoupleTeam.com

1460 Grand Ave, St. Paul, MN 55105
Broker Address: 2680 Snelling Ave N #100, Roseville, MN 55113

By MARGIE O’LOUGHLIN

It’s one thing to cull outgrown or un-
used clothes from your closet, but what 
do you do with a piano that’s outlived its 
usefulness in your home? Pianocycle is a 
Public Benefit Corporation in southeast 
Minneapolis that finds new homes for 
acoustic pianos in the Twin Cities area, or 
a second life as art materials if the pianos 
are no longer playable.

Their mission, according to owner 
Zero One, is to extend the life of acoustic 
pianos whenever possible, and to reduce 
waste through reusing and recycling piano 
parts.  

One has been tinkering with pianos 
for as long as he can remember. He grew 
up taking lessons, and by age 18 was sell-
ing used pianos out of his parents’ garage. 
He went on to found the non-profit Keys 
4/4 Kids, and served as the executive direc-
tor until 2017. As the years went by, he felt 
the need for recycling pianos was growing 
more urgent.                                          

REST IN PEACE
Acoustic pianos are big and heavy, 

weighing anywhere from 500-1,200 
pounds. Their parts are many: hardwood, 
metal, wire strings, and keys made of vari-
ous materials. 

All pianos are brought back to Piano-
cycle’s workshop before their future is de-
cided. If a piano isn’t playable or the cost 
to repair is too high, team members dis-
mantle it into its component parts. 

One said, “Pianos often have high 
sentimental value. Even if your family 
piano can’t be played anymore, we ensure 

that it still leaves a legacy. Usable wood is 
donated to local artists and hobbyists for 
creative projects, and we recycle the metal 
responsibly. Most of the weight of a piano 
comes from the metal harp, as it’s called, 
which holds the strings in place. It’s a high 
priority to keep these out of landfills and 
incinerators, due to their size and weight.”

Pianocycle gives away the upcycled 
wood sourced from retired pianos free of 
charge. Check their website for open hous-
es or Facebook Marketplace for availabil-
ity. The wood may have sharp splinters 
or leftover screws. Always use protective 
gloves, eyewear, and appropriate tools 

when working with this material. 
In addition, Pianocycle often gives 

away free piano benches, piano lights, and 
music.

NEW HOMES FOR WORKING PIANOS
Pianos in good working order are 

available through Pianocycle’s online in-
ventory at www.pianocycle.com. There is 
no cost to receive a piano, other than the 
$88 fee to deliver it to the main floor of 
a home or apartment in the Twin Cities 
metro area. Additional charges for stairs or 
distances greater than 20 miles outside the 
metro area will apply. 

There is a cost to have a piano re-
moved from your home, starting at $299.

One said, “We delivered a piano to a 
young couple recently. The husband had 
played when he was younger, but it had 
been awhile. They were dumbfounded to 
receive a free piano and, like most people, 
wondered if there was a catch. There was 
not, and there never is.” 

Pianocycle stands behind their pianos 
with a 30-day warranty. Pianos are inspect-
ed before going to their new homes but if 
an issue develops, you can exchange it for 
another or return for a full refund during 
that time period.

One and his team are looking into 
replicating Pianocycle in other U.S. cit-
ies. This combination of re-homing and 
recycling isn’t being done anywhere else 
– and the need exists everywhere there are 
pianos. 

In 2023, Pianocycle picked up 215 un-
wanted or outgrown pianos. Of those, 195 
were recycled and 20 were given away to 
new homes. 

For  information about receiving/
donating an acoustic piano, or future Pi-
anocycle Open Houses where you can get 
piano wood and other component parts 
for free, call 612.208.0553. You can also 
send a text to 651.343.4703 or email 
drew@pianocycle.com.

Reuse, replay, or recycle your old acoustic piano
Pianocycle keeps pianos out of 
landfills and incinerators

Wood salvaged from recycled acoustic pia-
nos is available to artists and makers at no 
cost. Piano benches, sheet music, and lamps 
are sometimes available, as well. (Photo by 
Margie O’Loughlin)

Pianocycle founder Zero One is a music maker and mathematician, as well as a piano 
recycler. "Pianos often have high sentimental value. Even if your family piano can’t be 
played anymore, we ensure that it still leaves a legacy," said One. (Photo by Margie 
O’Loughlin)

KENDALLSHARDWARE.COM 

3030thth

Annivers
ary

The friendliest 
stores in town. 

• 978 Dale St. N.,
651-489-3210

• 840 Payne Ave.,
651-776-6996
Free popcorn!
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REBUILD REPAIR RECYCLE
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Healthcare,  
Housing & Services 
for Older Adults 
since 1906

www.lyngblomsten.org  •  (651) 646-2941

Senior Housing with Assisted Living Services  •  Rehab  
& Transitional Care  •  Alzheimer’s & Parkinson’s Care  •  
Long-term Nursing Care  •   Community Services  •    
Caregiver Support

St. Paul

MIDWAY YMCA
TREE LOT

Celebrate the 
holidays with a 
fresh cut, live 
tree from the only 
YMCA tree lot in 
St. Paul.

Bottoms cut off and assistance 
loading your tree. 

All volunteer labor - 
volunteers needed. Contact 
Dave Dominick, 651-259-6181.

Most credit card accepted, 
along with cash & checks.

530 Wheeler Street | Across from the Midway YMCA

OPENS NOV. 29   Black Friday 10-6
Thurs & Fri 4-6, Sat & Sun 10-6

Your support funds Y programs 
throughout the year.

By TESHA M. CHRISTENSEN

“There’s going to be a huge impact on 
media and the culture based on Genera-
tive AI,” said Danny 
Olson during a Mid-
way Area Chamber of 
Commerce luncheon 
on Oct. 16, 2024.

He’s the AI and 
Emerging Platforms 
Lead at Weber Shand-
wick, a global com-
munications agency, 
and his background 
includes sales, digital marketing, and pub-
lic relations.

Olson pointed to the new Google 
overview summaries generated by AI that 
are appearing at the top of search pages 
that can pull information from a variety of 
sources. They can be read without clicking 
into another source, which means peo-
ple won’t be going to other businesses or 
media websites, using their information 
without paying for it. AI is bringing new 
gatekeepers, he pointed out. “It dictates 
how we learn about the world and go 
about our day.”

Olson quoted former Google CEO 
Eric Schmidt: “We’re going to have a very 
different world and it’s going to happen 
very quickly. Imagine if you had Aristot-
le to consult with you on logic. Oppen-
heimer to consult with you on physics. 
Not the person but rather the knowledge, 
the scaling intelligence of these truly bril-
liant people who were historically incred-
ibly rare. What are we going to do when 
super intelligence is broadly available to 
everyone?”

AI CHANGES EVERYTHING
“Let’s talk about how this changes ev-

erything,” remarked Olson.
This changes search.
“We’re not even getting to the click,” 

he said, pointing to how this will have a 
huge impact on media.

It changes learning.
Olson observed that right now he’s 

using generative AI to write about 80% of 
his performance reviews. He puts all the 
feedback and information into AI, which 
then generates a summary, saving him 
hours of time.

It changes media.
People can create reporters, back-

ground and voices that are entirely gener-
ated by AI. 

It changes influencers.
There are now individuals on social 

media who are not real. Their photos and 
the accompanying text are completely cre-
ated by AI.

It changes experiences.
Researchers at Shenzhen People’s 

Hospital in China using an AI fusion of 
multisource data to identify key features 
of vitiligo, a skin condition characterized 
by the loss of skin pigment, and to help 
with its diagnosis and treatment.

It changes risk.
“It changes us,” said Olson.
He acknowledged that there is a great 

deal of fear around AI right now and peo-
ple are worried that AI will replace people 
in jobs. 

His personal belief is that there won’t 
be fewer jobs but that there will be differ-
ent jobs for people. “You and technology 
working together,” Olson said, “not you 
versus technology.”

WHAT IS GENERATIVE AI?
Generative AI maps patterns and rela-

tionships in large data sets, and uses that 
knowledge to create new content, such as 
images, video or text, explained Olson.

WHAT IS AI GOOD AT NOW?
• Producing coherent and contextual-

ly relevant text.
• Translating text with high accuracy.
• Creating images and art from de-

scriptions.
• Analyzing large datasets for patterns 

or trends.
• Summarizing documents into differ-

ent formats.
• Tutoring and explaining a wide 

range of topics.
• Generating new thoughts for ideat-

ing and brainstorming.
• Generating creative content like art, 

music and fiction.
AI is useful not for answers, but for 

ideas, said Olson. “It is meant to be iter-
ative where you go back and forth with it, 
versus expecting a single polished answer.”

WHERE DOES AI STRUGGLE?
• Suffers from vulnerabilities in data 

privacy.
• Encounters difficulties performing 

basic math.
• Limited in creating truly original 

ideas or concepts.
• Biases present in its training data.
• Liabilities due to complex AI owner-

ship laws.
•  S t ruggles  wi th  recent  events 

post-training cut-off.
• Hallucinating nonsensical or irrele-

vant results.
• Inaccurately generating images of 

specified text.
• Lacks deep understanding in spe-

cialized fields.

• Struggles with adhering to specific 
word counts.

“AI will give you an answer but it 
doesn’t always have the right informa-
tion to give the answer,” observed Olson.  
“That’s where the interrogation comes 
into play.” AI is a collection of data but it 
doesn’t necessarily have all of the data on 
a subject. 

“It’s not truly creative,” he added. “It 
can only imagine what exists.”

WHERE TO START?
Current AI platforms include:
• SENSING: Blackbird.ai and NextAt-

las
• SEARCH: Perplexity, ChatPDF, 

Opinionate.io, and Consensus
• CREATION: Adobe Firefly, Leonar-

do.ai, DALL-E, Runway and ChatGPT
Olson pointed out that there is a typ-

ical  learning curve that moves beyond 
the hype. First, people are excited that 
ChatGPT can answer all their questions. 
Then they realize that ChatGPT doesn’t 
understand what it is saying and is only 
predicting plausible answers. They realize 
that ChatGPT will return incorrect answers 
that are statistically plausible but not 
based in fact. They begin to understand 
that ChatGPT is best used when there 
isn’t a precise “right answer.” Only then 
do they recognize how to get value from 
ChatGPT and avoid the risks.

A mindset shift is required. AI isn’t a 
silver bullet.

This makes the “prompt” really im-
portant.

“We are serving as editors or as people 
engaging with the product,” said Olson.

The process should involve a prompt 
from a human that is detailed with clear 
instructions for a specific task.

It isn’t about giving one prompt and 
getting one answer. It’s about doing a 
prompt, getting an answer, doing anoth-
er prompt, getting another answer, and 
doing that multiple times before a human 
edits and creates the final human output.

Olson’s mom is an esthetician and 
small business owner. She isn’t a marketer. 
But she can use AI to generate email sub-
ject lines.

There are also legal issues about tak-
ing information directly from a prompt 
and using it as is. All of the informa-
tion in AI was pulled from someplace 
else. The legal consensus, according to 
Olson, is that you can’t take stuff from a 
prompt and use it directly “much like you 
wouldn’t take a piece of text  from Google 
search and reprint it as your own.”

It’s tricky right now because genera-
tive AI isn’t providing a source for where 
the information came from.

“Assume you are using copyright ma-
terial,” Olson recommended.

The other issue with AI material is 
that the programs are biased. “They are 
built by people,” said Olson. “There might 
not be explicit bias but [there is] implicit 
bias. Don’t take it word for word. 

“The interactive use of it is how you 
get the most value.”

MEETING THE AI MOMENTExpert advises shifting 
mindset to view AI use as 
an interactive one to help 
generate ideas versus getting 
one right answer

Danny Olson

Danny Olson of Weber Shandwick provided examples of and tips for writing good text and 
visual prompts when using generative AI during a Midway Chamber lunch on Oct. 16.
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Sponsored by 
Mr. Michael Recycles 

Bicycles

Saturday, Nov. 23, 2024 
Registration at noon, 
riders depart at 1 PM

Haul your donations of food and sundries by 
bicycle to Zion Lutheran Church

1697 Lafond Ave., St. Paul MN 55104

More info at mmrbstore.com or call 651-641-1037

A bicycle-powered food drive

Jehovah LUTHERAN at Thomas and Snelling

Pastor Joshua Miller

www.jehovahlutheran.org • 651-644-1421

Walking Together as Disciples for Life
• Divine Service:  9:30am
• Growing in Faith (birth to 13 yrs.): 11:00am

• Living by Faith  (14yrs. to 100+): 11:00am

Free Friday Pick-Up Futsal and Pickleball.

The Cougar boys produced the most 
successful season in program history, 
punctuated by a fourth-place finish in the 
state meet on Nov. 2, 2024.

The team qualified for state by win-
ning the Section 4AA championship in 
late October. The Cougars were domi-
nant in that meet, finishing with six of the 
top seven times in a field of 84 runners. 
Sophomore Charlie Loth was first across 
the line to become the individual section 
champion.

Prior to the section meet, Como won 
their second consecutive St. Paul City 
Conference title after a regular season 
filled with victories in several large events. 
Those successes gave a young team the 
confidence needed to be competitive on 
the big stage at state.

Loth was the first Cougar across the 
line again at state, finishing the 5K course 
(3.1 miles) in 15:54 which earned the sev-
enth-place individual medal and all-state 
honors. Sophomore Arthur Anderson also 
earned all-state, finishing 19th with a time 
of 16:15. 

 Cougar scoring was rounded out 

by junior Ben Clark, junior Hazel Small, 
freshman Luna Small, senior Niko Tur-
nure, and junior Colin Johnson. Coach 
Tim Kersey said it was a race that went 
pretty much according to plan. The posted 
result revealing Como as fourth in state 
was not surprising, but it provided confir-
mation that hard work pays off and that 
next year is going to be exciting.

The optimism carries over to the Cou-
gar girls team. Sophomore Lily Coyle and 
Murray eighth-grader Lu Beckman both 
represented Como with excellent efforts 
in the state meet as individual qualifiers. 
They both finished in the top 10 individu-
als in the Section 4AA meet and combined 
with their teammates to place third out of 
12 teams.  

AVID WILDERNESS INQUIRY
Ninth grade AVID students spent a 

warm October day outdoors at Como Lake 
for a memorable day of canoeing, water 
quality testing, and team building games. 

The AVID classes partnered with Wil-
derness Inquiry, a local non-profit that 
connects people to the outdoors. Learning 
to paddle together in large, 10-person ca-
noes was a highlight and wonderful exam-
ple of an AVID emphasis on collaboration. 

AP NIGHT AT COMO NOV. 21
Prospective students and families who 

would like to learn more about Como’s 
college-level coursework are invited to 
the school library on Thursday, Nov. 21 
at 6:30 p.m. Como faculty and students 
will share their experiences in Advanced 
Placement, concurrent college classes, and 
post-secondary enrollment options. Light 
refreshments will be served.

THEATER PRODUCTIONS IN DECEMBER
The cast and crew are rehearsing for 

not just one, but two plays which will be 
presented on Dec. 7 and 8 in the Como 
Auditorium. Showtimes on Saturday the 
7th are noon and 7 p.m. The Sunday per-
formance will start at 2 p.m. 

The plays will be “Property Rites” by 
Alan Haehnel and “The Seussification of 
Romeo and Juliet” by Peter Bloedel. Visit 
comoparkhs.brownpapertickets.com for 
tickets.

CROSS COUNTRY BOYS FINISH 4TH IN STATE

BY ERIC ERICKSON 
Social studies teacher

COMO PARK
SENIOR HIGH SCHOOL

The Como boys cross country team earned the Section 4AA championship trophy. That 
victory qualified them for the state meet where they finished fourth. (Photo by Paula Ca-
ballero.)

On Monday, Oct. 14, Affinity Plus Federal 
Credit Union staff members (left to right) 
Bryce Paulson, Molly Priddy, Paige Comer, 
and Jade Ptacek spent the day volunteer-
ing with the Sanneh Foundation during 

the 12th annual Plus It Forward Day. All 
local Affinity Plus branches were closed 
to give employees a full day to give back 
and help make their communities a better 
place to live and work. Since its founding 
in 2013, Plus It Forward Day has inspired 
other credit unions and evolved into a 
movement called CU Forward Day. About 
60 credit unions participated.

AFFINITY PLUS:
PAY IT FORWARD

The Midway Area Chamber of Com-
merce brought back Taste of the Midway 
on Oct. 31, 2024 at the Arc Minnesota. 
Above Ginkgo Coffeehouse owner Kathy 
Sundberg passes around cupcakes that 
are part of their catering services. Also 

participating were Bole Ethiopian Cuisine, 
Homi Restarante Mexicano, Jersey Mike’s 
Subs (427 Hamline), Slice Brothers Pizza, 
Udo’s African Restaurant and Groceries, 
and Urban Growler Brewing Company. 
Restaurant partners included Elsa’s House 
of Sleep, TSE Inc. and the Midway Como 
Frogtown Monitor. (Photo by Tesha M. 
Christensen)

TASTE OF THE MIDWAY
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Please join us to celebrate and look
forward to another year in the

neighborhood! Register via the link or the
QR code.

All are welcome!
https://bit.ly/HMC-MIC-2024-

AnnualMeeting

H A M L I N E  M I D W A Y  C O A L T I O N
M I D W A Y  I N V E S T M E N T  C O - O P

November 21st, 2024 • 6:00-8:00pm
Klas Center, 1537 W Taylor Ave, St

Paul, MN 55104

A N N U A L  M E E T I N GA N N U A L  M E E T I N G
Your donation to HMC is an

investment in the
neighborhood!

Please consider donating for
this season of Give To The Max!

Your generosity supports
communal action towards a

sustainable and healthy
Midway. 

Donate Here:
https://www.givemn.org
/organization/Hamline
midway

“Imagine what a harmonious world it 
could be if every single person, both young 
and old, shared a little of what he/she is 
good at doing.” – Quincy Jones

“Can’t you feel a brand new day?…
Everybody look up And feel the hope that 
we’ve been waiting for…Because our silent 
fear and dread is gone… Can’t you feel a 
brand new day?” – A brand new day (The 
Wiz, Diane Ross)

Hello Monitor readers, 
Happy grateful month of November. 

As of this writing, the elections are still a 
few days away so I don’t know the out-
come; however, I’m optimistic and hope-
ful that the American people voted in the 
same joyful and responsible manner as 
the folks of Minnes. Were you happy with 
your vote? Do you feel it made a differ-
ence? Please send your thoughts and com-
ments to our editor (tesha@monitorsaint-
paul.com).

With the elections over, we can really 
start reflecting on the leap year and our 
2024 resolutions: did we/you achieve our 
personal and/or collective goals? What do 
we/you need to re-commit to pursuing? 
What went well or not, what would we/
you do different or not do at all? Now is 
the time for us to make our 2025 reso-
lutions while we are in the season of 
Thanksgiving and moving into the month 
of Giving and Accepting Universal Love, 
Light, and Energy of the World. One of 
my collective 2025 resolutions is that we 
as a nation start finding common-ground-
based respectful solutions and let go of di-

visiveness fearfulness. One of my personal 
resolutions is re-committing to look on 
the bright side and continue to cultivate 
being optimistic within myself regardless 
of natural or human-made challenges that 
cross my path.

This year I’ve had so much fun par-
ticipating with wonderful, pro-active, and 
courageous people in both old and new 
adventures of working and playing togeth-
er in our efforts to bend the arc of justice 
forward. Although, there has been much 
stress, confusion, and frustration, there 
were also more spaces for patience, un-
derstanding, and celebrations of achieving 
mutual work and goals. For example, I’m 
hopeful, that we are learning to keep our 
balance when transitioning from “drill, 
baby, drill” to “think and act green.” Our 
future is as bright as we grow, teach, and 
prepare our children. I am very grateful for 
the lessons I have learned from my family, 
friends, educators, faith leaders, and ances-
tors. I am also thankful for being able to 
share with others in the Midway Monitor.

BUY LOCAL, SUPPORT NON-VIOLENCE GROUP
This month, I want to share about an 

excellent way to do some of your holiday 
shopping. 

From Jim Lovestar:
“Have you ever considered where your 

money goes when you buy something for 
the holidays? What does that money sup-
port? Much of what is sold in this coun-
try comes from The People’s Republic of 
China (PRC). The PRC is an autocratic re-
gime that routinely abuses its workers to 
produce what we consume. Yet, picking up 
that thing we want without regard to its 
true cost is so seductive.

Are there alternatives to this painful 
scenario? I can name one. A wonderful 
one. Are you ready? Okay, it is the Friends 
for a Non-Violent World (FNVW) Holi-

day Fair on Dec. 13 (1-9 p.m.) and 14 (10 
a.m.-4 p.m.).  

http://www.fnvw.org/holidayfair
 Where you say? Why, at the Friends 

School of Minnesota, 1365 Englewood Av-
enue in Saint Paul.  https://fsmn.org/

“How is that a viable alternative?” you 
may ask. There will be many people, local 
people from our communities, offering 
their wares for your pleasure. Handmade 
ceramics (the potter is usually there), or-
ganic preserves, homemade jewelry (again, 
the artist is there most of the time for per-
sonal connection), bargain-priced gift cer-
tificates to local merchants, artwork, an-
tique treasures, a simple foods cafe if you 
are hungry, and, yes, live music! Wait, I 
forgot to mention the books, gently used, 
you know. So many delightful books at 
such low prices. Invite someone who will 
tell you what he/she wants for Christmas 
and perhaps dance with you to the live 
music.

If you buy something at the Holiday 
Fair this is what your money will support:  

• Alternatives to Violence Project 
(AVP) provides experiential conflict reso-
lution workshops for youth and adults in 
schools, prisons, jails and communities. 
AVP empowers people to lead nonviolent 
lives through affirmation, respect for all, 
building and enhancing of community, 
cooperation, and trust.  

• People Camp is a week-long inter-
generational experience of cooperation, 
community living, peacemaking, and the 
exploration of ideas and issues. This is a 
summer camp experience for the whole 
family and for anyone who enjoys warm, 
supportive community, challenging work-
shops and lots of recreation in a camp set-
ting. 

• Everyday Nonviolence is our pod-
cast that highlights people using nonvi-
olence to transform themselves and the 

world around them. Their stories deepen 
our understanding of the impact of vio-
lence and the many ways nonviolence can 
be used for healing and social change.

• Advocacy and outreach initiatives 
include hosting community dialogues, 
actions and workshops on topics such 
as public safety, active nonviolence, and 
protecting and expanding our democra-
cy. We also build power for social change 
through relational organizing and by 
working in coalition with other groups.

You can find more information here:  
http://www.fnvw.org/ 

Top off your adventure with a deli-
cious meal in the Friendly Cafe where you 
can enjoy hot meals with vegetarian and 
meat options, a warm drink, and home-
made sweet treats. Check the serving times 
when you arrive so you can plan a pleas-
ant time with your companion.” Thank 
you, Jimbo!

Have a great Thanksgiving and stay 
optimistic and get a head start on your 
New Year’s Resolutions.

May Peace Be In the Rondo, Frogtown, 
Hamline/Midway, Como, and Surrounding 
Communities... May Peace Be In Our Homes 
and Communities… May Peace Prevail On 
Earth (MPPOE). 

BUY LOCAL AT FRIENDS FOR A NON-VIOLENT WORLD BOUTIQUE

BY MELVIN GILES
peacebubbles@q.com

PEACE BUBBLES

HELP YOUR 
CUSTOMERS 
FIND YOU
MARKET 
YOURSELF 
IN THE MONITOR.
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      MIDWEST CLASSIFIED NETWORK ADS

AUTOMOBILES
GOT AN UNWANTED CAR??? DONATE IT TO 

PATRIOTIC HEARTS. Fast free pick up. All 50 
States. Patriotic Hearts’ programs help veterans 
find work or start their own business. Call 24/7: 
1-844-588-6535.  

Get a break on your taxes! Donate your car, truck, 
or SUV to assist the blind and visually im-
paired. Arrange a swift, no-cost vehicle pickup 
and secure a generous tax credit for 2025. Call 
Heritage for the Blind Today at 1-855 977-7030 
today!  

Donate your car, truck, boat, RV and more to sup-
port our veterans! Schedule a FAST, FREE ve-
hicle pickup and receive a top tax deduction! 
Call Veteran Car Donations at 1-888-429-2331 
today!

CABLE/INTERNET
AFFORDABLE TV & INTERNET. If you are over-

paying for your service, call now for a free quote 
and see how much you can save! 1-866-472-
7954.  

DIRECTV- All your entertainment. Nothing on 
your roof! Sign up for Directv and get your first 
three months of Max, Paramount +, Showtime, 
Starz, MGM+ and Cinemax included. Choice 
package $84.99/mo. Some restrictions apply. 
Call DIRECTV 1-866-296-1409.

HEALTH & MEDICAL
ATTENTION OXYGEN THERAPY USERS! Discov-

er Oxygen Therapy That Moves with You with 
Inogen Portable Oxygen Concentrators. FREE 
information kit. Call 1-888-815-4903.  

DENTAL INSURANCE from Physicians Mutual 
Insurance Company. Coverage for 400 plus 
procedures. Real dental insurance - NOT just a 
discount plan. Do not wait! Call now! Get your 
FREE Dental Information Kit with all the de-
tails! 1-855-973-9175 www.dental50plus.com/
midwest #6258.

Portable Oxygen Concentrator May Be Covered by 
Medicare! Reclaim independence and mobility 

with the compact design and long-lasting bat-
tery of Inogen One. Free information kit! Call 
844-716-2411.  

Don’t let the stairs limit your mobility! Discover 
the ideal solution for anyone who struggles on 
the stairs, is concerned about a fall or wants to 
regain access to their entire home. Call Ameri-
Glide today! 1-877-916-2093.  

STOP OVERPAYING FOR HEALTH INSURANCE! 
A recent study shows that a majority of people 
struggle to pay for health coverage. Let us show 
you how much you can save. Call Now for a 
no-obligation quote: 1-888-772-8454. You will 
need to have your zip code to connect to the 
right provider.

HOME SERVICES
Don’t Pay For Covered Home Repairs Again! Our 

home warranty covers ALL MAJOR SYSTEMS 
AND APPLIANCES. We stand by our service 
and if we can’t fix it, we’ll replace it! Pick the 
plan that fits your budget! Call: 1-877-743-
7971 

AGING ROOF? NEW HOMEOWNER? STORM 
DAMAGE? You need a local expert provider that 
proudly stands behind their work. Fast, free 
estimate. Financing available. Call 1-888-770-
8025. Have zip code of property ready when 
calling!  

WATER DAMAGE CLEANUP & RESTORATION: A 
small amount of water can lead to major dam-
age in your home. Our trusted professionals 
do complete repairs to protect your family and 
your home’s value! Call 24/7: 1-888-750-5574. 
Have zip code of service location ready when 
you call!  

Want a greener lawn? TruGreen’s your go-to for a 
tailored lawn care plan. Act now and get 50% 
off your first service with a purchase of an an-
nual plan. Call us at 1-833-912-3666 to learn 
more.

MISCELLANEOUS
LONG DISTANCE MOVING: Call today for a FREE 

QUOTE from America’s Most Trusted Interstate 
Movers. Let us take the stress out of moving! 
Speak to a Relocation Specialist, call 1-855-315-

1216.  
Reach over 1.6 million homes for just $249! Ad-

vertise your business or item with a classified ad 
in the Midwest Free Community Papers. Sim-
ple, cost-effective, and powerful. One call, and 
you’re done! Boost your visibility now! 888-
899-6327.  

NEED NEW FLOORING? Call today schedule a 
FREE in-home estimate on Carpeting & Floor-
ing. Call Today! 1-844-588-6590.  

BATH & SHOWER UPDATES in as little as ONE 
DAY! Affordable prices - No payments for 18 
months! Lifetime warranty & professional in-
stalls. Senior & Military Discounts available. 
Call: 1-855-315-1330.  

INJURED IN AN ACCIDENT? Don’t Accept the 
insurance company’s first offer. Many injured 
parties are entitled to cash settlements in the 
$1000’s. Get a free evaluation to see what your 
case is really worth. 100% Free Evaluation. Call 
Now: 1-888-767-0798 

YOU MAY QUALIFY for disability benefits if you 
have are between 52-63 years old and under a 
doctor’s care for a health condition that pre-
vents you from working for a year or more. Call 
now! 1-888-924-0449.  

Prepare for power outages today with a Generac 
Home Standby Generator. Act now to receive 
a FREE 5-Year warranty with qualifying pur-
chase. Call 1-877-228-5789 today to schedule a 
free quote. It’s not just a generator. It’s a power 
move.  

Eliminate gutter cleaning forever! LeafFilter, the 
most advanced debris-blocking gutter protec-
tion. Schedule a FREE LeafFilter estimate today. 
20% off Entire Purchase. Plus 10% Senior & 
Military Discounts. Call 1-855-577-1268.  

Safe Step. North Americas #1 Walk-In Tub. Com-
prehensive lifetime warranty. Top-of-the-line in-
stallation and service. Now featuring our FREE 
shower package and $1600 Off for a limited 
time! Call today! Financing available. Call Safe 
Step 1-844-290-5083.  

The bathroom of your dreams in as little as 1 day. 
Limited Time Offer - $1000 off or No Payments 
and No Interest for 18 months for customers 
who qualify. BCI Bath & Shower. Many options 
available. Quality materials & professional in-

stallation. Senior & Military Discounts Avail-
able. Call Today! 1-833-618-1178.

Replace your roof with the best looking and 
longest lasting material steel from Erie Metal 
Roofs! Three styles and multiple colors avail-
able. Guaranteed to last a lifetime! Limited 
Time Offer- up to 50% off installation + Addi-
tional 10% off install (for military, health work-
ers & 1st responders.) Call Erie Metal Roofs: 
1-844-907-2386.  

Over $50,000,000 in timeshare debt and fees can-
celled in 2019. Get free informational package 
and learn how to get rid of your timeshare! Free 
consultations. Over 450 positive reviews. Call 
877-326-1608.  

Prepare for power outages with Briggs & Stratton® 
PowerProtect(TM) standby generators - the 
most powerful home standby generators avail-
able. Industry-leading comprehensive warranty 
- 7 years ($849 value.) Proudly made in the 
U.S.A. Call Briggs & Stratton 1-877-518-0356.  

When you want the best, you want Omaha Steaks! 
100% guaranteed and delivered to your door! 
Our Butcher’s Deluxe Package makes a great gift 
and comes with 8 FREE Burgers ONLY $99.99. 
Call 1-844-319-4662 and mention code 
77318DGB or visit www.omahasteaks.com/De-
luxe9693

WANT TO BUY
PAYING TOP CA$H FOR MEN’S SPORT WATCH-

ES! Rolex, Breitling, Omega, Patek Philippe, 
Heuer, Daytona, GMT, Submariner and Speed-
master. Call 1-888-815-5873.

TOP CA$H PAID FOR OLD GUITARS! 1920-1980 
Gibson, Martin, Fender, Gretsch, Epiphone, 
Guild, Mosrite, Rickenbacker, Prairie State, 
D’Angelico, Stromberg. And Gibson Mandolins 
/ Banjos. 1-855-399-2203.

FOR RESULTS THAT AD UP 
Get an ad in front of 1.6 million 

people with the Midwest Clas-
sified Network. Contact Tesha 
at tesha@tmcpub.com or 612-
235-4464 to learn more.

+ See Representative for full warranty details. *One coupon per household. No obligation estimate valid for 1 year. 1Subject to 
credit approval. Call for details.  AR 366920923, AZ ROC 344027, CA 1035795, CT HIC.0671520, FL CBC056678, IA C127230, ID 
RCE-51604, LA 559544, MA 176447, MD MHIC111225,  MI 262300173, 262300318, 262300328, 262300329, 262300330, 262300331, 
MN IR731804, MT 226192, ND 47304, NE 50145-22, 50145-23, NJ 13VH09953900, NM 408693, NV 86990, NY H-19114, H-52229,  
OR 218294, PA 179643, 069383, RI GC-41354, TN 10981, UT 10783658-5501, VA 2705169445, WA LEAFFNW822JZ, WV WV056912.

20 10% %
OFF OFF

Your Entire Purchase* Seniors + Military

++ We o	 er fi nancing 
that fi ts your budget!1

Promo: 285

1-855-577-1268
CALL TODAY FOR A
FREE INSPECTION!

Savings shown over aggregated single 
 item base price. Standard S&H applies.
Exp. 12/31/24.  |  Omaha Steaks, LLC

Go to OmahaSteaks.com/Deluxe9693
or call 1.844.319.4662 Ask for 77318DGB

Butcher’s Deluxe Package
4  Butcher’s Cut Top Sirloins (5 oz.)
4  Air-Chilled Boneless Chicken Breasts (4 oz.)
4  Boneless Pork Chops (5 oz.)
4  Individual Scalloped Potatoes (3.8 oz.)
4  Caramel Apple Tartlets (4 oz.)
1  Omaha Steaks Seasoning (3 oz.)
88    FREEFREE PureGround™ Filet Mignon Burgers (6 oz.)

77318DGB     separately $221.94
SPECIAL INTRODUCTORY PRICE     

$9999

8 free BURGERS (a $37 value)

SHARE AN E-EDITION 
WITH A FRIEND.

November has arrived! Temps have 
fallen. The 2024 presidential election has 
concluded. Please don’t mind the rash of 
autumn lovers, like myself, prowling city 
streets, relishing sounds, smells, dances of 
leaf litter and occasional sleet or snow. Full 
disclosure: We’re happily mad and thank-
ful for full moons, raw winds, and nature’s 
leavings. 

Wait! Did I leave out communion and 
knowledge sharing with others? Frogtown 
Green has developed a new package of pro-
grams designed around public health and 
environmental issues of importance gleaned 
from conversations with Frogtown residents. 
This best practice, bottom-up approach to 
programming using direct feedback from 
neighbors is a winning strategy!

The idea of planned face-to-face infor-
mation sharing with neighbors began with 
casual conservation. Ironically, serendipity 
has a way of seeding planned deliberation. 
I have to put that thought to use in my po-
etry! 

Xiem Busch-Vuong, the outreach co-

ordinator and Americorps member serv-
ing at Frogtown Green, helped develop the 
Neighbor Night program and explained its 
origin. The story goes that after a summer 
gardening session, one of Frogtown Green’s 
regular volunteers proposed a Frogtown 
Green happy hour of sorts, according to 
Xiem. “He wanted us to have an evening, at 
least monthly, where we could stay in con-
tact with our volunteers over the winter. He 
didn’t want to say goodbye to us!” 

Xiem thought the idea was not just fun, 
but essential to maintaining connections 
to the community year-round, especially 
during winter, when people need something 
to look forward to. “I hope with these meet-
ings, we can meet and develop community 
leaders, learn to trust and rely on each other, 
and find strength and pride in being Frog-
towners,” Xiem said.

Funding for the Neighbor Night series 
comes from a Ramsey County Trusted Mes-
senger Initiative Grant. The initiative works to 
bridge the gap between county public health 
information and marginalized communities 
by empowering local organizations – termed 
trusted messengers – to “give residents better 
access to accurate, culturally specific, and lin-
guistically appropriate public health informa-
tion and healthcare services that align with 
the community’s needs.” 

In October, Frogtown Green, partnering 
with a resident, hosted a block party on the 
corner of Lexington and Lafond. Around 30 
adults and children attended and filled out 

surveys that assessed their interest in learn-
ing about or receiving resources about topics 
at Neighbor Night.

Six topics rose to the top among those 
surveyed: Soil health and remediation; waste 
reduction network building; tool mainte-
nance; mending and sewing; air pollution 
education; and best gardening practices, in-
cluding ripeness identification of common 
crops. These and other topics will be cov-
ered in upcoming Neighbor Nights, always 
the first Thursday of the month, on Dec. 5, 
Jan. 2, Feb. 6, March 6, April 3, and May 1. 
Neighbor Night is housed at the Frogtown 
Community Center, 230 Como Avenue in 
St. Paul.

On Nov. 7, the inaugural Neighbor 
Night, happenings included a free meal and 
a used item swap. Frogtown Green co-di-
rector, Chris Stevens prepared a plant-based 
dinner, lovingly served in upcycled bowls. 

Frogtown Green hopes future session 
topics will continually take shape and evolve 
through community feedback in the busy 
year ahead!

Rennie Gaither is a Frogtown Green vol-
unteer. Frogtown Green is a resident-led and 
volunteer-powered environmental initiative in St 
Paul’s most diverse neighborhood. If you’d like 
to know more, browse frogtowngreen.com or call 
651-757-5970. 

FROGTOWN GREEN KICKS OFF NEIGHBOR NIGHT
BY RENNIE GAITHER

FROGTOWN
GREEN

Xiem Busch-Vuong, the outreach coor-
dinator and Americorps member serving 
at Frogtown Green, helped develop the 
Neighbor Night program. “I hope with 
these meetings, we can meet and develop 
community leaders, learn to trust and rely 
on each other, and find strength and pride 
in being Frogtowners,” Xiem said.
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CHAMBER     COMMERCE
MIDWAY

of

CONNECT 
NETWORK
BUILD
SUPPORT

651.646.2636  |  info@midwaychamber.com  |  midwaychamber.com

CELEBRATION OF 
NONPROFITS

WEDNESDAY, DEC. 11, 8:30AM-1PM
Hamline University, 774 Snelling
Nonprofit Expo, Luncheon & Program 
Open to ALL members not just nonprofits

Ads must be received by the Monitor by Monday, Nov. 25 for the Dec. 5 issue. Call 651-917-4183 or email Denis@MonitorSaintPaul.com for more information. Classified ads will 
also be automatically placed on the Monitor’s website at www.MonitorSaintPaul.com. Contact Tesha to place a Help Wanted ad at 612-260-7967, tesha@monitorsaintpaul.com.

>>

CRISIS HOTLINE
Call the Minnesota Day 
One Crisis Hotline at 
1-866-223-1111 if you or 
someone you know is seek-
ing shelter due to a danger-
ous relationship or needs 
to create a safety plan. 

GUTTER CLEANING
Gutter cleaning. Let the Rain 
Drain Away. Call Larry 651-
635-9228.

HOUSECLEANING
20/20 Cleaning, Dependable 
House Cleaning, Family 
Owned and Operated, 
Serving the Area for Over 
25 Years, 651-635-9228, 
www.2020cleaningspecialist.
com.

LAWN CARE
Grass cutting. Customer 
supplies lawn mower. Jim 
612-202-5514

PAINTING
Paint, patch, interior, exter-
ior, caulking, stain, mold. 
Small jobs wanted. Jim. 
612-202-5514.

WINDOW WASHING
Window washing, inside 
and out. “You will see the 
difference.” Call Larry. 651-
635-9228.

Home

Merriam Park Painting

Call Ed 651-224-3660

• Exterior & Interior 
  Painting - Enameling
• Ceiling Texturing
• Wallpapering

• FREE 
ESTIMATES

Support your 
neighbors, 
live a more 
sustainable 

life, and build 
community. 

Tell them you 
saw it in the 
Monitor.

5139 34th Ave. S. #17097, Minneapolis, MN 55417 | 612-345-9998 | www.longfellownokomismessenger.com | www.monitorsaintpaul.com 

MIDWAY-Como-Frogtown

We may be practicing 
social distancing, but 
neighbors still want to 

shop with you. Let them 
know how by advertising 
in this monthly section. 

Keep your small 
business top-of-mind 
for customers in this 

changing time.
Let them know if you’re offering delivery services, reduced hours, 
and specials. Share your safety measures.  Introduce your staff. 

Let’s come together

CONTACT DENIS TODAY!
Denis@MonitorSaintPaul.com  | 651-917-4183

3 month package
1/8 Page $ 349.50/monthly
1/16 Page $ 185.35/monthly
1/36 Page $ 84.60/monthly 

6 month package
1/8 Page $ 333.30/monthly
1/16 Page $ 177.25/monthly
1/36 Page $ 81/monthly

SPECIAL 
RATES

MOST AFFORDABLE OPTION: Run a notice in the Classifieds section. 
At only $1 a word, you can customize this to your budget and business.  
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Matthew Molinaro
FREE ESTIMATES 

lic&Insured | certified arborist MN-4551A

TREE TRIMMING, 
REMOVAL & STUMP 

GRINDING

612.239.2508
MolinaroTree.com

1564 Lafond Ave., Saint Paul
651-645-6600
www.mosaiconastick.com
An artist-owned mosaic 
supply shop, community 
classroom & artist studio

w w w. A- 1 Va c u u m . c o mw w w. A- 1 Va c u u m . c o m

* Sales, Service & Supplies
* Free Estimates * Trade-ins Welcome
* Bags, Belts & Filters
* Dyson, Miele & Riccar,etc.

651-222-6316
2575 Fairview Ave. N | Roseville

9-5 Mon & Fri | 9-6 Tues-Wed-Thurs | 10-2 Sat

Call me for a 
free consult!  
651-434-0633

700 Grand Ave Suite 101
St Paul, MN 55105

www.edinarealty.com/realtor-amy-marga

Amy Marga, REALTOR®
•Siding 
•Framing 
•Concrete
  driveways 
•Decks 
•Patios

HOME REMODELING ZONE

William Toombs, Owner   651-515-4246
williamahusky@gmail.com 

Lic BC #801861

WANT TO REACH 47,000 PEOPLE? 
YOU CAN WITH EACH MONITOR.

Buying

Info@minnieandpaul.com   

612-208-6405

Free Appraisals

Memorabilia

Sports Card  
Collections

Consignment Available

 

 





www.ppgjbooks.com /host-a-book-drive

• Diverse
• Cultural appreciation
• Positive messaging 
• Relatable characters
• Leadership development

Be a part of the change.
Host a book drive.
They make a difference.

Virtual or in person events

AFFORDABALE.
EASY.

GET A CLASSIFIED.

Call Larry 651-635-9228
2020cleaningspecialist.com

Window 
Washing 
and Gutter 
Cleaning 
• Family Owned and Operated 
• Serving the area for over 25 years

www.TMCpub.com

Volunteer In 
Your Community
Lutheran Social Service of MN is 
seeking volun teers age 55+ in your 
area to provide companionship to 
older adults or mentor school-age 
children. Volunteers commit to reg-
ular weekly hours for a tax-free sti-
pend and mileage reimbursement. 
Please contact Please contact Tina 
at 651-310-9425 or
Tina.Voss@lssmn. org for more 
information and to make an impact 
in your community.

Hamline Church 
Holiday Market
9:30 a.m.-3:30 p.m. 
Sat, Nov. 23
1514 Englewood

Lots of great vendors 
and good things to eat. 
Shop our makers'  
market and bring a  
nonperishable 
donation for Keystone. 
Questions? 
hcwmarkets@gmail.com 
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We are now scheduling restoration 
and wood storm window projects 
for this fall and winter. Contact us 
today to get your project started!

Proudly serving your neighborhood with wood 
window repair and restoration since 2017.

PHONE: 612-259-7855
EMAIL: info@hayeswindows.com

OUR NEW ADDRESS: 
2508 24th Avenue South 
Minneapolis, MN 55406 RESTORATION, NOT REPLACEMENT!

WE MOVED!WE MOVED!
BC750502

Collectors Day 2024
November 9, 10 am – 3 pm
Join us at the Bell Museum for our third annual Collectors 
Day, a day long event where members of the community 
are invited to share and showcase their own personal 
collections. Interact with collectors as they share stories 
about their gathering process and their passion and 
enthusiasm for their collections.

Planetarium Shows
Catch a show!
Tour the cosmos and beyond in the Whitney and 
Elizabeth MacMillan Planetarium. Learn about seasonal 
constellations and visible planets in Minnesota Night 
Skies, dive into the solar system’s lesser-known residents 
in Comets, Moons, and Asteroids Revealed, and more!

Sensory Friendly Saturday
November 16,  8 – 10 am
This monthly series provides a welcoming and accessible 
environment for individuals, families, and children 
who have sensory sensitivities. Experience our Minnesota 
Journeys gallery, temporary exhibits, the Touch & See Lab, 
and a brief planetarium show at 8:45 am — all with lowered 
lighting, quieter sounds, and fewer visitors.

bellmuseum.umn.edu

Ignite curiosity at the Bell Museum

Are you a creative small business owner interested
in resources to support your career or artistic
practice?  We’ve got you!

Since 1991, Springboard for the Arts has helped artists
make a living and a life with our year-round offerings,
including: 

Free Career Development Workshops
1:1 Artist Career Consultations
Fellowship & Cohort Programs
Health, Wellness, and Legal Resources
Art Jobs & Opportunity Boards 
Visit our website to learn more! 

@SPRINGBOARDARTS  
262 University AVENUE WEST 
SAINT PAUL, MN 55103
open Tuesday-friday,10AM-4:30PM


