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Town hall Oct. 17 addresses Midway safety issues

Local leaders have been
invited to hear from residents

By JANE MCCLURE

Want to weigh in on issues in Ham-
line-Midway and beyond? Hamline Mid-
way Coalition (HMC) hosts a town hall
meeting 6- 8 p.m. Thursday, Oct. 17 at
Hamline University’s Bush Ballroom.

1537 Hewitt Ave. The district council and
Hamline Undergraduate Student Congress
invited city, county, and state elected of-
ficials who represent Hamline Midway to
discuss key issues that impact the com-
munity. Preregistration is requested, at
https://tinyurl.com/hamlinemidwaytown-
hall.

HMC and Union Park District Coun-
cil have been discussing issues at Univer-
sity and Snelling avenues with businesses
and area residents.

HMC has knocked on doors, visited
businesses and reviewed its district plan
and other planning documents to come
up with the newly released Stabilize Snel-
ling and University Campaign. Commu-
nity partners of all kinds are sought in the
effort.

“Our neighborhood is in trou-
ble. Peoples’ safety is at risk,” said HMC
Board President Cole Hanson. He lives
near Snelling and University, and regularly
picks up trash. The trash includes used hy-

podermic needles.

In recent months, conditions at one
of the state’s busiest intersections have
worsened. A growing unsheltered popu-
lation gathers there. Open-air drug deal-
ing and drug use has become more com-
mon. Business owners and residents re-
port thefts, property damage and assaults.
Local leaders believe it will take a holistic
approach to problems to solve them, one
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Whose job is
it to build a
great placer

Towerside Innovation District
believes it is theirs.

By TESHA M. CHRISTENSEN

“Place is the most important unit of
change in the world,” according to Ste-
phen Klimek, the new executive director
of Towerside Innovation District.

The district straddles two cities and
two counties, and gained attention when
the Green Line route
linked the area togeth-
er in a new way.

“It represents a
new way of thinking
about a significant
area of underde-
veloped land in the
heart of the Minne-
apolis — Saint Paul Stephen Klimek
metropolitan region.

It is a rich mix of

spaces, places and activities supported by a
district-wide network of innovative services
and systems including stormwater manage-
ment, heating/cooling and energy, as well
as parking and a connecting green public
realm,” explained Klimek during a presen-
tation to the Midway Area of Chamber on
Sept. 24, 2024. The event was held at the
Sunrise Bank corporate building at 2525
Wabash Ave., one of the many new struc-
tures built within the Towerside district in
the last 10 years since the Green Line began
operating.

The Towerside Innovation District is
370 acres from the University of Minneso-
ta stadium east to 280, from the railroads
south. Part of it overlaps with the Cre-
ative Enterprise Zone (CEZ) in St. Paul,
an initiative that Klimek has served on the
board of since 2020.
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Interactive murder mystery walking show held at Crosby Farm

Cara White, Jason Kruger, Rachael Dosen and Geoffrey Brown of Fearless Comedy perform in “Monsters of the Mississippi” on Friday,
Sept. 27 at Crosby Farm, one of two sets of actors alternating in the evening shows. (Photo by Tesha M. Christensen)

Fearless Comedy centers show on Mississippi River

By TESHA M. CHRISTENSEN

This year’s Murder on the Mississippi
shows by Fearless Comedy Productions
connect the audience to the river in a new
way.

“Our show takes them right up next
to the river and through the forest and
flood plain. I think it's a great opportu-
nity to experience how beautiful our city
is while also enjoying a show!” observed

Midway resident Tim Wick.

Wick is one of the founding members
of Fearless Comedy, which was created in
2013. He produces and co-writes the Mys-
tery on the Mississippi shows. The murder
mystery theatrical experiences have previ-
ously been offered on the Jonathan Padel-
ford riverboat. This year, the show was a
one-hour walking performance through
Crosby Park. The immersive murder mys-
tery theatrical experience is produced in

collaboration with the Mississippi Nation-
al River and Recreation Area and the Mis-
sissippi Park Connection.

“Fearless has always made it our goal
to encourage members to try new things
in their artistic journey and I love that ad-
venturous spirit about the company,” said
Wick. “The goal of the Mississippi Park
Connection is to find new ways for people
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Catch-up housing values bringing higher taxes

County, city and school tax
levies going up in 2025; if
approved, a ballot question
for child care will add $16

By JANE MCCLURE

Home owners in Monitor area neigh-
borhoods, like their counterparts through-
out St. Paul, will see increases in proper-
ty values and property taxes in 2025. The
Joint Property Tax Advisory Committee, a
group of city, Ramsey County and St. Paul
Public Schools officials, reviewed the tax
trends Sept. 23, 2024.

Local units of government in Minne-
sota must adopt maximum levies by Sept.
30. After that date levies can be decreased
but not increased. St. Paul’s maximum
levy is almost $225 million, up $16.4
million or 7.9 percent from the 2024 levy
of almost $208.5 million. Council mem-
bers rejected the idea of an increase to 8.1
percent, with some members noting they
want to trim the current levy hike.

Ramsey County’s maximum levy is
$395.6 million, up 4.7 percent or almost
$18 million from the $378 million levied
for 2024.

St. Paul Public Schools approved a 7.9
percent maximum levy increase, of more
than $16 million. The district levied more
than $204.6 million in 2024 and would
levy $220.9 million for 2025.

So, how does this affect home own-
ers? Calculations are done for a citywide
typical home, and for homes in each of
the city’s 17 planning districts.

But median home values actually vary
greatly neighborhood by neighborhood,

and even house by house on a block. Val-
ues for homes can be affected by recent
damage to a home or renovations. Com-
parable home sales in a neighborhood
also play a key role.

Two wild cards factor into the figures.
One is that the school levy was lowered
slightly after these calculations were made,
from just over 8 percent to 7.9. A city ref-
erendum on the Nov. 5 ballot will also
play a role.

St. Paul’s typical home had a median
value of $267,400 for 2024, with $3,848
in property taxes. That value increases to
$275,300 for 2025. Taxes are estimated at
$4,178 for 2025. That increases $5 in var-
ious property tax system shifts and chang-
es, and the levy increases adding to $325.
The total is $330.

But that doesn’t consider a potential

referendum on
the November
ballot that fo-
cuses on child
care. If that
passes, that
would add an
additional $16
to the St. Paul
share of the
property tax
bill, increasing
the percentage
hike from 8.6
to 9 percent.
In neigh-
borhoods
where hous-
ing values
took a huge
hit during the
most recent
recession, the
“catch-up” is
causing higher
hikes in estimated market values. Local
elected officials note that such increas-
es cause the greatest hardships in areas
deemed the most affordable.

The city’s North End has the highest
median value increase at 5.6 percent, from
$207,700 in 2024 to $219,350 for 2025.
This typical homeowner paid $2,917 in
2024 in property taxes and would pay
$3,191 in 2025, for an increase of 9.4 per-
cent or $274.

The typical Hamline-Midway home-
owner will see a 5.2 percent median
value increase, from $251,400 in 2024 to
$264,450 in 2025. Taxes were $3,636 in
2024 and would be $3,987 in 2025. That
would be $351 or 9.7 percent increase.

The median value St. Anthony Park
home increases 5 percent, from $377,600

in 2024 to $396,500 in 2025. Taxes were
$5,771 in 2024 and would be $6,315 in
2025. That would be a $604 or 10.6 per-
cent increase. That is the second-highest
percentage tax increase citywide. Highland
has the highest tax increase at 11.1 per-
cent.

For Frogtown, the median home
value increased from $207,800 in 2024 to
$217,300 for 2025, or 4.6 percent. Taxes
for this typical home were at $2,919 for
2024 and would be at $3,155 for 2025
under the maximum levy scenario. That's
a $236 or 8.1 percent increase.

The median home value in Union
Park increases 4 percent, from $400,550
in 2024 to $416,600 for 2025. Taxes were
$6,090 for 2024 and would be $6,669
for 2025. That's a $570 or 9.5 percent in-
crease.

In Como, the median value home
was at $303,550 for 2024 and increases
to $311,900 in 2025, for a 2.8 percent in-
crease. Taxes on this home in 2024 were
$4,493 in 2024 and would be $4,823 in
2025, for a $330 or a 2.8 percent increase.

The only neighborhood where home
values decreased is downtown, with a
modest .8 percent decline.

While single-family home values have
continued to increase in St. Paul, the es-
timated market value of commercial and
industrial properties, as well as apartment
buildings, dipped slightly between 2024
and 2025.

The increases don’t factor in such is-
sues as fees and charges for city services,
which as of now would add about $100 to
a typical homeowner's bills. This doesn’t
include what homeowners pay for trash.
The 2025 trash rates have not been in-
creased.

Truth in taxation notices, with city,
county and school board hearing dates, go
out in November.
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Having trouble with

your phone or computer?

Get in-home tech support for seniors

in Como Park & Falcon Heights.

Call 651-642-1127

DREAMS
COME TRUE

Building community power for
Frogtown and Rondo since 2009

NOW OPEN TO THE PUBLIC
Community | Power | Art

825 University Ave W St Paul MN | 825arts.org

Open
House

November 13, 2024
5:00 - 7:00pm

Join us for a fun-filled event
with games, prizes, and
more. Plus, you can apply to
the college for FREE!

Let us know you’ll be there!

saintpaul.edu/OpenHouse
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that considers the long-term needs of peo-
ple who are struggling.

“The challenges at Snelling and Uni-
versity aren’t just local - they impact the
entire University Avenue corridor and res-
onate throughout the Twin Cities. This
intersection sits in the heart of the Mid-
way, a gateway for millions, and serves as
a vital link between St. Paul and Minne-
apolis, functioning as both an economic
and transit hub. Addressing public safety,
vacancy and public health here will cre-
ate ripple effects across the metro and the
state,” campaign documents stated.

One focus for the campaign is to turn
the shuttered CVS store into a communi-
ty asset of some type, said Hanson. The
building has become a magnet for crime.
But with an out-of-state owner, nothing
is being done. One call revealed that rents
could be as high as $26,000 per month.

“We want the city to prioritize the
building as a public health nuisance and
hazard,” Hanson said. One idea brought
forward is to fence the building and park-
ing lot, but community members say that
is not enough. They want to see the site
redeveloped, possibly for mixed-use. Po-
tential models called out Sept. 30 are the
Rondo Community Library and a neigh-
boring Neighborhood Development Cen-
ter mixed-use building at University and
Dale Street.

HMC is offering more information on
the campaign via its website.

Justin Lewandowski, HMC organizing
director, said a variety of strategies went
into the plan and ongoing work. Those
include outreach to news media.

A sign on the window at Midway Books at the corner of Snelling and University says, “St.
Paul gives millions of tax dollars for stadiums and statues, but nothing to help the Snel-
ling-Midway neighborhood!” (Photo by Tesha M. Christensen)

“We have not felt heard. We have
been ignored,” he said.

The town hall is seen as a way to get a
public officials’ response to the problems
at hand and to push for solutions.

The plans were turned around quick-
ly, and released in later September. That
action drew a few comments from neigh-
bors questioning whether they would have
input going forward. More input is being
sought, HMC leaders said.

But while University and Dale rede-
velopment is held up as a model for the
CVS corner, that intersection has also had
its challenges. Those were discussed at a

meeting earlier in September.

St. Paul Police had increased patrols
on University at Snelling Avenue, Dale,
Arundel and Marion streets, according to
Deputy Police chief Josh Lego. Working
with the Ramsey County Sheriff's Depart-
ment, Metro Transit Police and the city
and county attorney’s offices, they arrested
34 perpetrators in just the first two weeks
of the new program.

While that may not sound like much,
it has had an impact, Lego said. However,
it has also meant pulling resources away
from other police functions. Making im-
provements in the long run will require

more financial resources as well as im-
proved coordination between all parties
involved, he added.

One idea is for the police to notify
local libraries, recreation centers and oth-
ers when the police will be more active
in an area. With better communication,
potential problems can be more readily
addressed, Lego said. A complaint made at
recent University-Dale meetings is that the
library functions less as a library and more
as a day shelter.

SEPTEMBER MEETING

Lego discussed public safety and
health with more than 100 people at a
Sept. 18 meeting at the Hallie Q. Brown
Community Center. That meeting was or-
ganized by Ramsey County Commissioner
Rena Moran. The meeting was a follow-
up to an August meeting where local res-
idents and business people complained
about a rash of drug use, drug dealing,
loitering, panhandling, robberies, thefts
and other nuisance behavior.

Some neighbors said people were
using garages, alleys and back yards near
light-rail stations as places to hang out or
urinate and defecate.

Several people called for compassion
for those who are struggling with addic-
tion and homelessness. Others said they
simply want the problems to stop and for
the neighborhood to be cleaned up.

A wide range of suggestions were
made to address crime. One suggestion
was to have police patrol on foot rather
than in cars and to increase their presence
at certain times. Other suggestions includ-
ing turning area vacant buildings into day
shelters where people in need could get
supports and services.

Michael Udo (above) operates the West African grocery and restaurant with his wife
Margaret. They have three children: Michelle, Michael and Monique, and a seven-month-
old grandchild, Elilah Reese. “I want to thank everyone of you here,” said Mike Udo
during the grand opening. “It has been a long journey.” They had initially hoped to open
at the new location one year ago in September 2023 but were delayed. “Mike always
wanted to own a business,” said his cousin Dr. Nse Ntukidem.”He has been relentless in

that.” (Photos by Tesha M. Christensen)

UDO’S AFRICAN MARKET GRAND OPENING

On Saturday, Sept. 28, 2024, the Udo
family officially opened their new location
at 755 Snelling Ave N. Formerly locat-
ed at the corner of Pascal and University,
Udo’s African Grocery & Restaurant began
operating in 2010. Michael and Margaret
had found it difficult to keep jobs while
two of their three children were in and
out of the hospital with sickle cell anemia.
Udo’s sells authentic food and spices of
West African origin, and with the new ex-
pansion will add a larger grocery area plus
a restaurant.

“This is a great day,” said Dorothy Bridges
of the Metropolitan Economic Develop-
ment Association (MEDA). “I'm thrilled

our organization is part of this.”

Among the items sold at Udo’s include:
authentic African Food products, palm
oil, plantain fufu, beans flour, Peanuts,
periwinkle, hot pepper powder, honey
beans, black eye beans, indo mie, snails,
dried fish, smoked chicken, goat meat,
smoked shrimp, ugba, stock fish, cassava
flour, pounded yam, garri, Farina, sem-
olina, malta Guinness, maltina drinks,
ogi/akamu, egusi, ogbono, plantain chips,
Royco, corned beef, black soap, aboniki,
rob, alabukun powder, Abacha (cassava
flakes), Utazi leaves both dried and frozen,
Ugu both dried and frozen, bitter leaves
both dried and frozen, and Tiger nuts.

MURDER MYSTERY
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to experience the park and this show defi-
nitely does that.”

A friend of his was a park ranger with
the Mississippi River Park and contacted
him about creating a show to help high-
light the river a few years ago. The first
show was on the paddle-boat and they
aimed to combine fun with interesting
facts about the river and the area at a cer-
tain time period. They have returned to
the riverboat several times exploring other
time periods, including the Antebellum
Pre-Civil Ward period, the Roaring 20s,
World War II, and the 1980s.

“This year, we were asked about creat-
ing a walking tour and mystery in Crosby
Farm and the challenge was really an excit-

Timothy Wick of Fearless Comedy said,
“An interactive experience like Mystery on
the Mississippi is a great opportunity to in-
troduce a different group to everything the
park has to offer.”

ing one,” remarked Wick.

The show was offered three evenings
in August and September, and will be held
again on Friday, Oct. 12. This year’s show
is set in the early years of the city of St.
Paul when the park was still being farmed
by the Crosby family. In “Monsters of the
Mississippi,” current-day podcasters inves-
tigate a cold case murder believed to have
been committed by a local legend Catfish
McGee. Was the victim killed by a giant
walking catfish or is the culprit a little less
sensational? The mystery unfolds during a
walk through Crosby Farm.

“Theater has a great opportunity to
both educate and entertain in a different
way. There are so many people who may
never have been on a trail in Crosby Farm
in spite of the fact it is in the middle of
our city,” stated Wick. “An interactive ex-
perience like Mystery on the Mississippi
is a great opportunity to introduce a dif-

ferent group to everything the park has to
offer.”

In addition to writing and produc-
ing this year’s show, Wick was also a cast
member. Attendees told him how much
they enjoyed the show and the park itself.
One couple liked the show so much, they
came a second time and brought friends,
being careful to avoid spoilers.

Other local performers include direc-
tor Hedy Rand-McKay and cast member
Dave Rand-McKay, who reside in Frog-
town.

“I'm a lifelong fan of the Nation-
al Park Service and being able to create
something in partnership with them is
one of the most exciting things I've ever
been a part of,” said Wick. “Whenever I
can, I brag about the fact I've created plays
for the National Park Service.”
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Join the conversation, and let us know your diverse and varied thoughts on the issues that affect your neighborhood. Send letters and guest commentaries to tesha@MonitorSaintPaul.com.

T00 MUCH
COFFEE

BY TESHA M. CHRISTENSEN
Owner & Editor
tesha@MonitorSaintPaul.com

We're a newspaper, yes, but we know
that we need to be more than just the
printed paper that lands on your door-
steps each month.

We've got a website where we put ad-
ditional content and more photos than
can fit in the print edition.

And now we've added audio to our
articles online.

Just click the arrow to play the file

WE'VE GOT AUI

when you open up any article on our web-
site. Listen on the go - in the car, while
walking the dog, during your commute,
and when you're cleaning the house.
Audio books and podcasts have become
more and more a part of my own life, and
I hear from others that they appreciate
them more and more, too. At the Monitor,
we also want to make sure that folks with
vision issues are able to access the hyper
local content that we put out.

Check it out at www.monitorsaint-
paul.com and let me know what you
think! Drop me a line at tesha@Monitor-
SaintPaul.com.

[0 - CHECK OUT OUR WEBSITE

Giveitalisten

Appreciate listening when you're on the go?

We're adding a new feature for you!
Check out the audio files on our website and
catch up on your local news by listening to it.

It's easy. Just click
onthearrow!

Have visionissues?

CELEBRATING 8 YEARS

PLANTING
SEEDS

BY DR. ARTIKA TYNER,
dr.artikatyner@gmail.com

Planting People Growing Justice™
Leadership Institute (PPGJLI) is celebrat-
ing eight years of making a difference in
the world. Through our groundbreaking
approach, which uniquely combines a
publishing house, bookstore, and literacy
nonprofit, we are dedicated to ending the
nation’s reading crisis.

PPGJLI is committed to growing fu-
tures — one book at a time and one child
at a time. This is personal and important
to me because as a civil rights attorney,
many of my clients learned how to read in
prison. This is unacceptable but somehow
our society has created a Rule of 4: one in
four American children are not reading
at grade level by 4th grade. If you are not
reading at grade level by 4th grade, you
are four times more likely to drop out of
school. And here’s the connection, you
are also three and a half times more likely
to be arrested during your lifetime. This is
unacceptable. Yet, this is an opportunity
for change where we can create new pipe-
lines for the future success of our children
and work to end mass incarceration.

During our annual event, PPGJLI will
honor five local leaders who are build-
ing these new pipelines for success. They
will be honored with the Planting Peo-
ple Growing Justice™ Leadership Institute
(PPGJLI) Excellence in Education Awards.
The event and awards will be held on Fri-
day, Oct.25, 2024, from 8-9 a.m. at the
Woman's Club of Minneapolis, located at
410 Oak Grove St. in Minneapolis.

PPGJLI's Excellence in Education
Award was created to recognize the many
contributions of individuals within the
community. Excellence in Education hon-
orees are:

e Dr. Darlene Frye, Irreducible Grace

OF IMPACT: PROMOTING LITERACY AND EMBRACING DIVERSITY IN BOOKS

A delegation from African Economic Development Solutions served as speakers at the Sixth
World Conference on Remedies to Race and Social Inequality in South Africa. The dele-
gation included: (left to right) Reverend Carl Walker (co-founder of Walker West Music
Academy), Dr. Artika Tyner (Planting People Growing Justice) and Dr. Gene Gelgelu
(AEDS). They discussed key strategies for building wealth through arts-based community

development. (Photo submitted)

Foundation

e Dr. Tamara Gray, Rabata

e Jacob Deisch, Gideon CC

¢ Dr. Joseph Mbele, St. Olaf College

¢ Brandi Pottle, Maxfield Elementary
School

e Kevin Reese, Until We Are All Free

e Bob-e Simpson Epps, Base Consult-
ing

The awards celebrate the achieve-
ments of community members whose
efforts exemplify the goals and values of
PPGJLI. The organization is planting the
seeds of social change through its many

youth literacy, leadership, and advocacy
programs and initiatives.

The PPGJLI fundraiser brings together
like-minded people who want to make a
difference, help PPGJLI grow, and empow-
er youth through literacy, leadership, and
diverse books.

Since its founding, PPGJLI has in-
spired 66 new authors, donated more than
25,000 diverse and multi-cultural books,
and reached over 6,000 children through
its Leaders are Readers program. The orga-
nization has more than 30,000 read-aloud
listeners.

BLACK WOMEN GIVE BACK AWARD

Dr. Artika Tyner is a recipient of the 2024
Black Women Give Back Award. This award
annually honors ten outstanding philan-
thropists and funders who are making a
significant impact for Black women and
girls worldwide through their donations and
investments.

PPGJLI inspires, equips, and fosters
future leaders through school visits, the
arts and humanities, education, work-
shops, and seminars. PPGJLI initiatives
encompass read-aloud events, book give-
aways, and youth writing competitions.
We also teach about STEAM leadership
and careers. PPGJLI also launched the
Rondo Renaissance project to educate our
youth on the importance of culture and
heritage. The project focuses on building
a comprehensive learning curriculum and
arts district in the historic Rondo commu-
nity.
The PPGJLI’s Excellence in Education
Awards honors outstanding community
leaders, while the 8th anniversary fund-
raiser helps continue and expand our
youth-oriented programs. Set for Friday,
Oct. 25, 2024, the event is a meaningful
way for individuals and businesses to sup-
port literacy, community youth, outstand-
ing leaders, and PPGJLI's many leadership
programs. The organization'’s efforts are
leading the way in showing youths their
many growth opportunities, allowing
them to take their rightful place in any fu-
ture endeavor they wish to pursue.

PPGJLI's fundraising goal is $100,000.
Tickets to the fundraiser and awards cel-
ebration are $30 each and can be pur-
chased online now. (www.ppgjli.org)

Through her organization, Planting Peo-
ple Growing Justice Leadership Institute, Dr.
Artika Tyner seeks to plant seeds of social
change through education, training, and com-
munity outreach.
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DEARLY
DEPARIED

A LOOK BACK

BY JANE MCCLURE

A “for sale” sign is up at the Hol-
comb-Henry-Boom-Purcell funeral home,
536 N. Snelling Ave. If property use chang-
es under a new owner, that brings an end
to more than a century of service in the
Midway area. It also would leave just one
funeral home in the Monitor’s area.

How people are remembered at their
time of passing has changed over the
years. Cremation and celebrations of life
held at a wide range of venues are com-
monplace today.

In the 19th century, undertakers or
morticians began to assist families. They
worked out of storefronts or small offic-
es. Visitations and wakes were often held
in private homes or at a place of worship
prior to a funeral.

Funeral homes opened their doors
in the early 20th century. Many initially
catered to specific faith-based or ethnic
communities or maintained close ties to
congregations. A funeral home might be
considered the go-to place for German Lu-
therans or Italian Catholics.

Two historic funeral homes are Spiel-
man Mortuary at 344 University Ave. W.
and Brooks Funeral Home at 862 Concor-
dia Ave. Brooks Funeral Home is one of
the nation’s oldest Black-owned and oper-
ated funeral homes, dating from 1941. Its
current location dates from 1959.

The Spielman Mortuary building has
retained much of its original character,
opening more than 80 years ago as Na-
tional Funeral Home. Kenneth and Helen
Spielman purchased the business in 1950.

They were the longest-term owners, living
above the funeral home. They only took
one short vacation during more than 30
years ownership.

The first funeral home director at 536
N. Snelling Ave. was Albert E. Henry, as-
sisted by his wife Vena. The Henry family
lived upstairs. A centennial history noted
that in 1916 the business was unlocked
and open 24 hours. Because not everyone
had a phone, people might arrive at all
hours for help.

Albert Henry retired in 1948. Earl
Holcomb and two partners bought the fu-
neral home. Holcomb and his wife Ros-
witha moved their family upstairs.

Boom was added to the name after fu-
neral director Dennis Boom took over the
business. He started working with the Hol-
combs in 1963 and eventually purchased
the business. Richard Purcell joined the
business in 1982, and worked his way into

TOP LEFT: The original home of Holcomb-Henry Boom-Purcell when it was just the
A.E.Henry Funeral Home. Note the street car tracks in the foreground. TOP RIGHT: The
inside of the A.E.Henry Funeral Home. AT LEFT: A sign on the building at 536 Snelling
advertises its availability now that the Holcomb-Henry-Boom-Purcell funeral home has

closed.

ownership.

When the Henrys opened their funer-
al home in 1916, St. Paul had a few dozen
small, family-owned and operated funeral
homes throughout its neighborhoods.

One early area business was the
Charles H. Mueller Undertaking Parlor,
which got its start on University Avenue
in Frogtown in 1905. As demand grew for
a separate funeral home, Mueller opened
a funeral chapel at 575 University Ave. in
1935. That building is gone now.

A company history tells us that Muel-
ler’s son-in-law Albert Bies joined the
business during the Great Depression. The
Bies family maintains ownership today,
continuing a century-old tradition.

Mueller-Bies moved to a larger, new
facility at 650 N. Dale St. in 1955. For
about a decade Mueller-Bies operated East
and West funeral homes on Dale Street.
The Steiger-Ecker Funeral Home at 625
N. Dale St. closed and was purchased by
Mueller-Bies to be its West Chapel.

Why have two facilities? Uncertainty
about Dale Street widening affected busi-
nesses and homeowners for many years.

Plans to widen Dale Street took shape

in the 1960s. The eight-block section in
Frogtown was last to be completed. The St.
Paul City Council approved construction
in 1988 but the project met many delays.
By 1994, four structures remained in the
project’s way - a private home, Woodshed
Bar, Sportsmen'’s Liquors and the Muel-
ler-Bies East Chapel.

The East Chapel was torn down
in 1995. The West Chapel was sold and
Mueller-Bies focused its operations in Ros-
eville, where it built a new facility in 1985.

The West Chapel became the Hmong
Funeral Home, which quickly outgrew its
small building. Neighbors were unhap-
py with traditional services that lasted for
days. Hmong families sometimes had to
wait weeks if not months to hold services,
given demands on the facility.

The city purchased the property in
2008 and tore in down in anticipation of
development expected with Green Line
light rail. It has been a community garden
ever since.

Read a 2016 history of Holcomb-Hen-
ry-Boom-Purcell at https://monitorsaint-
paul.com/stories/holcomb-henry-boom-
purcell-turns-100,696

LETTER

DON'T WRECK PAVILION WITH NEW PLAN

We have lived near Como Park for 35
years. We visit most days. Over two de-
cades we have seen crowds grow signifi-
cantly at the Pavilion with the addition of
a variety of musical performances, most of
them free of charge. Neighbors walk to the
pavilion, bring their children, their dogs,

busloads come from surrounding commu-
nities... and we together enjoy the plenti-
ful outdoor performance space. Hundreds
sit on benches listening to music, at pic-
nic tables eating their food... a surpris-
ing amount of dancing, children running
around, dogs in tow, and still plenty of
room for someone using a cane, walker or
wheelchair. A real sense of community.
When we look at the plan to “im-
prove” the pavilion, we see a plan that
completely ignores or dismisses what has
been successful! It tries to force into being

a new restaurant, when past attempts to
make this a restaurant destination have
not been successful. Food isn’t the main
draw. The typical pavilion user doesn't live
that far away, and probably isn’t looking
to spend a lot on their food purchase. Im-
posing this vision will ruin the venue for
those hundreds of people who currently
use and enjoy it. This is a plan put forth
by people who have dreams of something
other than what has already proven to be
what the community supports.

PLEASE stop and listen to people

who know and love the pavilion, and do
a reality check before investing millions.
We have an extraordinary outdoor perfor-
mance venue, and we should be looking
for ways to amplify its success. The plans
that have been presented will destroy the
success that has grown organically over
time, another example of a development
project with good intentions, but not
looking carefully at the reality.

Sheila Loger

Hamline-Midway

HIRING: BUSINESS MARKETING ADVISOR

Flexible hours
Worthwhile work

Help local businesses thrive
with print and online ads.

We’re looking for someone to join our
team who is excited to connect with
businesses and organizations to help
them grow, thank current customers, and
stay top of mind. Qualified candidates will
be self-driven, curious and enthusiastic.

Email resume & cover letter to Tesha@tmcpub.com
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MN STATE HOUSE DISTRICT 64A
KAOHLY VANG HER (DFL), INCUMBENT

herforhouse.com

DAN WALSH (R)
walshfor64a.org

MN STATE HOUSE DISTRICT 64B
PETER DONAHUE (R)

donahueformn.com

DAVE PINTO (DFL), INCUMBENT

davepinto.com

MN STATE HOUSE DISTRICT 65A
SAMAKAB HUSSEIN (DFL), INCUMBENT

samakabforhouse.com

MN STATE HOUSE DISTRICT 63B
MIKE HILBORN (R)

HilbornForMinnesota.com

If elected, what will be your top three
priorities and why?

Affordability - We must be able to af-
ford housing, groceries, and gas. Raising kids
has to be affordable

Law and Order - Crime hurts everyone.
Especially the poor. We have to hold our
criminals accountable. We need to support
our police.

Education - Schools must be academi-
cally challenging and safe. Focus should be
on reading, writing and arithmetic. Not in-
doctrination.

What will you do to support a vibrant
economy across Minnesota and to address
inflation?

We must dramatically cut taxes and
regulations. Our governor and legislature
recently increased the budget by 40%. We
are now the second highest taxed state in
the country. More people are moving out
of Minnesota than are moving in. Our high

deadline.

The Monitor partnered with the League of Women Voters, and we're reprinting items
from www.vote411.0rg. Here are the responses of the candidates who responded by our print

www.MonitorSaintPaul.com

2024 ST PAUL BALLOT QUESTION #1 - SHOULD THE CITY LEVY TAXES TO
PROVIDE EARLY LEARNING SUBSIDIES?

In order to create a dedicated fund for children’s early care and education to be
administered by a City department or office that provides subsidies to families and
providers so that early care and education is no cost to low-income families and avail-
able on a sliding scale to other families, and so as to increase the number of child care
slots and support the child care workforce, shall the City of Saint Paul be authorized
to levy property taxes in the amount of $2,000,000 in the first year, to increase by the
same amount each year following for the next nine years ($4,000,000 of property
taxes levied in year two, $6,000,000 in year three, $8,000,000 in year four and so on
until $20,000,000 of property taxes are levied in year ten)?

2024 ST PAUL BALLOT QUESTION #2 - CHANGING CITY ELECTIONS TO

PRESIDENTIAL ELECTION YEARS

Shall Chapter 7 (Elections) of the City Charter be amended as follows: Sec. 7.01.
- City elections. The election of city officers and such other officers as are required
by law to be elected at a city election shall be held on the first Tuesday after the first
Monday in November in odd numbered presidential election years. Notwithstanding
Section 2.02 of this Charter setting four-year terms, and to transition to presidential
election years, councilmembers elected on November 7, 2023, shall serve a five-year
term and a mayoral election shall occur on November 4, 2025, for a three-year term.
Currently, city elections take place in odd years.

A “yes” vote changes City elections to take place in presidential election years,

which occur in even years.

A “no” vote keeps City elections in odd years.

income citizens are leaving the state to lower
taxed states. This will have a devastating ef-
fect on our state. We want to be a state that
businesses want to operate their business.
That is what is going to make our state af-
fordable for our citizens.

MARIA ISA PEREZ-VEGA (DFL), INCUMBENT

WWww.mariaisa.org

MN STATE HOUSE DISTRICT 66A
LEIGH FINKE (DFL), INCUMBENT

leighformn.com

FADIL JAMA (R)

fadiliama.com

If elected, what will be your top three
priorities and why?

My top three priorities will be economic
growth, public safety, and education reform.

1. Economic Growth: I will focus on
policies that support small businesses, lower
taxes, and reduce burdensome regulations
to create more job opportunities and reduce
the cost of living.

2. Public Safety: Ensuring the safety
of our communities is paramount. I will
work to strengthen law enforcement, reduce

crime, and rebuild trust between law en-
forcement and our neighborhoods.

3. Education Reform: I will advocate for
school choice, improving educational out-
comes, and making sure parents have more
control over their children’s education to
foster opportunity for all.

What will you do to support a vibrant
economy across Minnesota and to address
inflation?

I will focus on reducing taxes and reg-
ulations that stifle small businesses and en-
trepreneurship. I'll push for policies that en-
courage local business growth, job creation,
and innovation. Additionally, T will advocate
for responsible government spending to curb
inflation and ensure that economic policies
prioritize affordability and lower the cost of
living for all Minnesotans.

MN STATE HOUSE DISTRICT 66B
GREG COPELAND (R)
gregcopeland911.wordpress.com

ATHENA HOLLINS (DFL), INCUMBENT

www.athenahollins.com

RACES FOR JUDGES

LWVMN does not invite judicial candi-
dates to participate in the VOTE411 Voter's
Guide due to the number of candidates across
the state and associated administrative costs.
This combined with the fact that most judicial
candidates want to keep a low profile make
this a practical decision. Information about ju-
dicial candidates is harder to find than it is for
candidates of other offices. However, there are
a few things voters can do to learn more about
candidates and make their voices heard.

Do your research. Most judicial candi-
dates want to keep a low profile. Sitting judges’
biographies can be found on the MN Judi-
cial Branch website. To see if a judge has been
reprimanded, check MN Board on Judicial
Standards.

In the rare case that an election is con-
tested, voters can usually find statements from
candidates in MN Lawyer or MN Bar Associa-
tion (available only during elections).

Learn more about this process: “Judicial
Candidates in Minnesota: What to know be-
fore you head to the polls!” (LWVMN).

Contested races in the St. Paul area:

JUDGE - 2ND DISTRICT COURT 3

TIMOTHY CAREY
judgetimothycarey.com

PAUL YANG

paul-yang.com

JUDGE - 2ND DISTRICT COURT 29
TIMOTHY MULROONEY

judgemulrooney.com

WINONA YANG

winonaforjudge.org

JUDGE - COURT OF APPEALS 12

mncourts.gov/About-The-Courts/Over-
view/JudicialDirectory

DIANE B. BRATVOLD

JONATHAN R. WOOSLEY

MINNESOTA SUPREME COURT
CHIEF JUSTICE

STEPHEN A. EMERY

stephenaemery.org

NATALIE E. HUDSON

justicehudson.org

MINNESOTA SUPREME COURT
ASSOCIATE JUSTICE 6

MATTHEW R. HANSON

mhansonlaw.com

KARL PROCACCINI

karlforjustice.com

2024 STATE BALLOT QUESTION -

ENVIRONMENT AND NATURAL RE-
SOURCES TRUST FUND RENEWAL

Failure to vote on a constitutional
amendment will have the same effect as
voting no on the amendment.

To vote for a proposed constitution-
al amendment, fill in the oval next to
the word “Yes” on that question. To vote
against a proposed constitutional amend-
ment, fill in the oval next to the word
“No” on that question.

Shall the Minnesota Constitution be
amended to protect drinking water sourc-
es and the water quality of lakes, rivers,

and streams; conserve wildlife habitat and
natural areas; improve air quality; and
expand access to parks and trails by ex-
tending the transfer of proceeds from the
state-operated lottery to the environment
and natural resources trust fund, and to
dedicate the proceeds for these purposes?

ELECTION INFORMATION YOU NEED

A NON-PARTISAN RESOURCE
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We are secure in
our votes. That
makes MN #II

As Minnesotans we understand that ex-
ercising our right to vote is fundamental to
a healthy democracy. In the 2020 National
election, MN was #1 in turnout with just
under 80% of eligible voters casting their
ballots. Minnesota implements best prac-
tices for increasing voter turnout through
Accessibility, Security, and Accuracy. Let's
look at key features of Minnesota voting
laws that help increase our citizens’ trust
and participation while ensuring the integ-
rity of our elections.

ACCESSIBILITY

Minnesota historically has made it
easy to register. In 1974 we became the
second state in the nation to allow for
same day registration (Star Tribune, Oct.
14, 2022). You can register to vote online
with your mobile phone or computer at
https://mnvotes.sos.mn.gov/VoterRegistra-
tion/index. The LWV sponsors registration
events where you can also register using
a paper application. Paper applications
can be printed from https://www.sos.state.
mn.us/elections-voting/register-to-vote/reg-
ister-on-paper/ or call 311 to request one
by mail. And more recently, Minnesota has
passed legislation to make registration even
easier with Automatic Voter Registration
(AVR) at the time you apply for or renew
your driver license or when you interact
with other state agencies like MNCare, or
Human Services.

Voter security is part of voter regis-
tration regardless of the method used. To
register on line, you need to provide your
address along with your driver’s license
number, State ID card number, or the last
four digits of your social security number.
This information is sent to election officials
to create a new voter record or to update
your existing registration. All data is verified
using state and federal databases. If you
do not have these identification numbers,
you can still register to vote using the paper
form - election officials will still verify your
eligibility to vote.

Our large voter turnout is a result of
how easy it is for citizens to vote. You have
the option to vote by mail using an absen-
tee ballot. Absentee ballots are only avail-
able to MN voters who complete and re-
turn an application to their local election
official. Your eligibility is confirmed using
state and federal databases to verify infor-
mation provided before ballots are mailed
to the voter. Only 1 absentee ballot is ever
mailed. Additionally, as of June 1, 2024,
you can apply for a permanent absentee
ballot, eliminating the need to apply for
each election cycle.

Election day is not just a Tuesday in
November but extends over 46 days. This is
true for city, primary and general elections.

deadline.
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For the 2024 general election you can vote
early at your local election office from Fri-
day, September 20 to Monday, November
4. You do this by completing your absen-
tee ballot at your local election office in-
stead of mailing it. After completing your
ballot, you put it into a secure box. The
process to count absentee ballots begins 18
days before the election.

Whether you submit your absentee
ballot by mail or in person, you will need
to provide your name, address, driver’s li-
cense number, State ID card number or
last 4 digits of your social security num-
ber. This information is used to make sure
your registration to vote is valid. If you do
not have these identification numbers, you
can still apply for an absentee ballot using
the paper form - election officials will still
verify your voter registration. No ballot is
counted until it has been verified by the
members of the Absentee Ballot Board.
Each ballot is given a unique barcode and
is entered into the state’s voter registration
system. This allows you to track the status
of your absentee ballot at https://mnvotes.
sos.mn.gov/abstatus/index. The barcode
allows officials to identify that you voted by
absentee ballot ensuring that you will not
be able to vote in another way.

If you need assistance to vote you can
bring someone with you to help or get as-
sistance from election judges. You can ac-
cess a machine that can mark a ballot for
you if you are unable to do this on your
own. And if you cannot easily leave your
vehicle you can have a ballot brought out
to you. Curbside voting is monitored by
two election judges from different parties.
They bring you the ballot, return it to the
polling place and put in the ballot count-
er. If you make a mistake, no worries. You
have a right to a replacement ballot; just re-
turn the spoiled ballot to the election judge
and this judge will give you a new ballot.
For more information on different ways
to vote go to https://www.sos.state.mn.us/
elections-voting/ and click on “Other ways
to vote” for the full list of voting options.

SECURITY

What happens to your ballot after you
vote? MN uses ballot counting machines
to tabulate the votes. If you voted with an
absentee ballot it is processed by the state’s
Absentee Ballot Board. They are kept in se-
cured storage until 18 days before the elec-
tion. Then the ballots are opened and re-
viewed by a team of two board members
from different parties. Teams of two board
members from different parties process
these ballots using the same type of count-
ing machines used to count in-person bal-
lots on election day.

What happens to your paper ballot
after it is counted? These ballots are placed
in ballot transfer cases and sealed with two
certification seals. All of this is done by two

“I am proud to have appointed Judge Mulrooney in
2016. I am especially impressed with his commitment
to combating mental illness and drug addiction.”

- Mark Dayton, Former Minnesota Governor

Prepared and paid for by the Committee to Re-Elect Judge Timothy Mulrooney, PO Box 40530, St. Paul, MN 55104.

judgemulrooney.com

election judges (one must be either the
head election judge or the assistant head
election judge) who sign forms through-
out the process. The sealed ballot boxes are
transferred to Hennepin County Elections
and stored for 22 months.

ACCURACY

How is the process of counting votes
secure so you can be confident that your
vote will be counted? Paper ballots are the
cornerstone of ballot security in Minnesota.
They provide a record of everyone’s vote
and facilitate any post-election audits to
verify accuracy of ballot counting machines
if needed. Your paper ballot is tabulated
using a ballot counting machine. Research
comparing the accuracy between hand
counting votes and counting machines
shows that using machines is more accu-
rate and faster than hand counting (https://
bipartisanpolicy.org/explainer/how-bal-
lot-tabulators-improve-elections/).

You can be confident that these bal-
lot counting machines are functioning ac-
curately on election day. Testing is done
before and after elections to certify the ac-
curacy of these machines. The machines
purchased for use in Minnesota to count
your vote have been tested for accuracy and
certified by test labs approved by the U. S.
Election Assistance Commission. The ma-
chines also go through additional testing
by the office of the Secretary of State be-
fore the election and again by local officials
where the public are invited to watch the
testing process.

After the election, counties randomly
select precincts where election results are
audited. Hand counts of paper ballots are
compared to machine counts. These audits
are also open to the public.

CANDIDATE FORUMS

Candidate forums held in September that
were organized by the League of Minneso-
ta - St. Paul can be viewed on the YouTube
Channel of the St. Paul Neighborhood Net-
work (SPNN):
www.youtube.com/@MySPNN

* MN House Districts 64A and 64B

* MN House Districts 66A and 66B

CONCLUDING REMARKS

Many layers of protection exist to en-
sure voting integrity from the moment you
register, to the way you vote, and to count-
ing and certifying your vote.

Voting in Minnesota is secure due to
a comprehensive system of safeguards and
protocols designed to protect the integri-
ty of the electoral process. From stringent
registration requirements and accessible
absentee balloting to transparent ballot
counting procedures and post-election au-
dits, Minnesota implements multiple layers
of protection at every stage of the voting
process. These measures ensure only eligi-
ble voters cast their ballots and every vote
is accurately recorded and counted. In addi-
tion, the state’s commitment to accessibility
and inclusivity ensures that all citizens, re-
gardless of their circumstances or abilities,
can participate in the democratic process
with confidence. Overall, Minnesota’s ro-
bust security measures and dedication to
fairness make voting trusted and secure.

Check out this video to see a summary
of key ideas from this article:

https://vimeo.com/754039249/dc-
89970c0c

This column is part of the the League of
Women Voter Minneapolis 2024 Democra-
cy Series. View more on our website, www.
MonitorSaintPaul.com.

STOP PROJECT 2025!

Eliminate
union and
worker
protections

/s

Cut Social
Security,
Medicare,
Medicaid,
ACA

End
marriage

Vote equality

Mass
deportation;
internment
camps

Ban
abortion,
contraception,
IVF

Presidential Transition Project
Project 2025 is a 920-page roadmap for the next GOP
administration. In it, conservative and GOP activists

detail their extremist plan to end democracy and freedom
with a thousand cuts.

Connect
the dots.
See the full
picture.

End
climate
change

protections

Eliminate
Department
of Education civil rights

Why it matters: https://bit.ly/3Bq4hs5
“Project 2025: The Latest Plot Against America”

Cut
high-income
corporate
tax rates

Replace Civil
Service with
patronage
system

Vote

End
DEI,

protections

VOTE
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METRO GREEN LINE

The 11-mile light rail line completed in 2014 runs between ten
diverse neighborhoods, and connects the central business
districts of Minneapolis and Saint Paul, and the University of
Minnesota. It has been celebrated as a model for how
infrastructure can connect people to places and the

TOWERSIDE DISTRICT

»? from 1

“Whose job is it to build a great
place?” asked Klimek. “How do we am-
plify and protect what's here? How do we
have a new paradigm about place?”

When the Green Line came through,
there were no sidewalks on many of the
streets in the area, and many run-down
and empty industrial buildings.

Towerside officially incorporated
in 2017 but grew out of neighborhood
committees that had been meeting since
2009. It worked to fill in the gaps between
governing bodies, and drive develop-
ment thoughtfully and intentionally, said
Klimek.

“It's up to us to be that bridge,” he
stated.

Surly Brewery moved its operations
into the area and opened a brew hall that
added 200 jobs. O’Shaughnessy Distilling
debuted its 30,000-square-foot dream dis-
tillery in August 2024. The Case building
was renovated for 170,000-square-feet of
creative offices that added over 500 jobs.
The Sunrise Bank headquarters building
has 57,000 square feet for 200 jobs and
gathering space for the YMCA. Univer-
sity Enterprise Labs did a 18,000 square
foot expansion to house 60 biomedical
tenants. East Gateway by the University
of Minnesota has mixed use. Hampton
Inn and Suites and Home2Suites provide
229 rooms and employ 50 people. A re-
modeled old warehouse building became
Malcolm Yards, a 16,000-square-foot food
hall with 11 restaurants. Next door, Wall
Companies built 500,000 square feet of

opportunities they offer. $5.8 billion in development has
been announced, under construction or already built along
the Green Line between 2014-2018. More than half of this
growth occurred outside the downtown cores, with a large
concentration in the Towerside Innovation District.
www.metrocouncil.org/transportation

office and 250 housing units. The Link,
The Louis, Green on 4th, Millberry and
the Legends at Berry, The Arrow, The Pil-
lars of Prospect Park, HERE Minneapolis,
The Station at Malcolm Yards, The Flats
at Malcolm Yards and The Max added
2,600 affordable and market-rate housing
units for singles, families and seniors, plus
a childcare center, Fresh Thyme grocery
store, and retail spaces.

Coming is the $1 billion MPAact
Health Campus, and the three-phase, 1
million-square-foot Minnesota Innovation

CREATIVE ENTERPRISE ZONE

The CEZ is a city-recognized district and a nonprofit orga-
nization dedicated to attracting and supporting creative
people and businesses. Formed in 2009, the CEZ is home
to 300+ creative businesses, a transportation hub, and a
growing residential community. It grew out of an initiative

Exchange (MIX) for life science, office and
mixed use.

The value for residential permits is at
$402 million and for commercial permits
$128 million. A study is starting that will
analyze the economic development of
Towerside and CEZ.

“The change is happening so fast, it's
hard to keep up,” said Klimek.

Jeff Barnhardt of Prospect Park Prop-
erties worked to develop Bridal Veil Gar-
dens located across from the Prospect Park
Light Rail Station with seating, a picnic pa-

TOWERSIDE
INVESTMENT
DISTRICT

27TNEW
DEVELOPMENTS
$1BILLION INVESTED
100S OF NEW JOBS
3700 HOUSING UNITS

370 ACRES

3 LIGHTRAIL STATIONS

2CITIES

30+ COMMUNITY
PARTNERS

by the St. Anthony Park Community Council. The Zone
has historically been an industrial transportation hub and
is now one of the fastest growing residential areas in the
state. It hosts the Chroma Zone mural festival each year,
which has brought about 70 murals to the area.
www.creativeenterprisezone.org

vilion, and community garden plots, and
the half-acre property officially became
part of the Minneapolis Parks and Recre-
ation (MPRB) system in 2019. It is named
after the creek that runs underneath the
park and comes out at Bridal Veil Falls on
the Mississippi River. The $1.4 million
cost was provided by the first use of the
MPRB'’s park dedication fee policy.

Buried beneath the public land is a
first-of-its-kind stormwater management
system. Runoff from 8 acres of private
land is collected, treated, stored and pro-
vided for reuse.

Green 4th is a one-half mile long
stretch of 4th Street SE public right of way
between Malcolm Ave SE and 25th Ave SE
developed with transit connections and
pedestrian-oriented amenities.

They're working to identify a route
to fill the “missing link” and complete
the city’s Ground Round project, a trail
that circles the city, and lacks the Granary
Crossing in the Towerside neighborhood.

They’re exploring ATES, aquifer ther-
mal energy, with new large-scale devel-
opments. (It's also being done at the US
Bank site on Lake St.) They also studied
STER, sewer thermal energy recovery. Al-
though they weren’t able to make that
happen in 2015, the Met Council is now
using the work they did.

Barnhardt and Prospect Park Prop-
erties is working on the United Crushers
projection project, which will project dig-
ital art, movies, video games and more on
the tall grain silos at 419 29th Ave. SE.

“Sometimes an innovation is really
big and sometimes it is little,” said Klimek.

More at www.towersidemsp.org.
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International
Newspaper
Carrier Day

October 12, 2024

Newspaper Carriers

Continuing to play a critical role in providing
Americans with a trusted source of reliable
news coverage of the issues impacting our

community and nation.
@ MEDIA

ALLIANCE

Thanks to our hardworking
newspaper carriers!

www.newsmediaalliance.org

HAMLINE HEADLINES

Hamline University thanks

for an unforgettable
Alumni and

Homecoming Week!

w HAMLINE UNIVERSITY

MINNESOTA’S FIRST UNIVERSITY

hamline.edu ‘

HUNAC@hamline.edu

YOUR HEALTH IS OUR PRIORITY!

720 Snelling Av. N., St. Paul, MN 55104

Still servicing all your pharmacy needs:
- Prescription compounding - Blister pack
- Delivery & mail out -Vaccinations

Independently owned and operated in the Hamline Midway neighborhood since 1918.

-+« 0DD
COUPLE

TEAM

FREE
Home Evaluation

We know St. Paul & Minneapolis real estate!
Contact us today for a free market analysis.

651.492.6423 | TheOddCoupleTeam.com

KELLERWILLIAMS
INTEGRITY REALTY mis = [@

1460 Grand Ave, St. Paul, MN 55105

Broker Address: 2680 Snelling Ave N #100, Roseville, MN 55113
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FROGTOWN
GREEN

BY PATRICIA OHMANS

Pretty much anyone who lives in
Frogtown for any length of time has been
dumped on. Our home is no exception.
Tires in the alley. A broken TV on the curb.
A sodden couch with a hopeless “FREE” sign
discarded on the boulevard, with no sign of
its owner. It’s a frustrating part of living in
a city with a complex and sometimes frag-
mented system for dealing with trash.

At a recent meeting of Ward One res-
idents that I attended, city officials offered
advice and resources for coping with the pe-
rennial problem of dumping. Below, some
takeaways from that meeting, as well as in-
formation gleaned from an online review of
city and county resources.

IF SOMEONE DUMPS ON YOU, IT’S BETTER TO DEAL
WITH IT RIGHT AWAY.

At the meeting, Department of Safety
and inspections (DSI) staffer David Ho-
bahn was direct: “The law says the property
owner is responsible when something lands
on their property. DSI will issue you a tick-
et if you don't take care of the problem.”
But, Hoban continued, “If you get a cita-
tion, reach out to us first. Get in touch with
DSI. In many cases we can work with you to
avoid an assessment.” Call DSI at 651-266-

HOW T0 COPE WITH TRASH DUMPED IN THE ALLEY

8989 to talk with Hobahn or his colleagues.

IF YOU'VE GOT YOUR OWN THINGS TO DUMP,
YOU'VE GOT OPTIONS!

If what you've got to get rid of is too
big to fit in your trash can, don't despair.
Call your hauler, who will pick up two or
three “bulky items” per year. Sarah Haas,
director of the city’s garbage and recycling
department, says that surprisingly, only
10% of people in St Paul take advantage of
this bulky item provision. So put that giant
stuffed panda that you won at the Fair out
with the trash - after you've alerted your
hauler. (Who's your trash hauler, you say? If
you don’t know, call 651-266-6101 or Goo-
gle “who’s my hauler Saint Paul” for a map.)

IS IT AMATTRESS? YOU'RE IN LUCK.

Mattresses are the number one dumped
item, according to Haas. “Today is a Mon-
day and we scheduled 22 mattresses for
pick-up,” she said. In addition to just being
gross, mattresses in a landfill absorb hazard-
ous chemicals and can catch fire. The good
news is that up to 98% of a mattress can be
recycled, including the steel inner springs
and the box spring wood. Furthermore,
thanks to a contract with the county, Second
Chance Recycling will pick up an unwanted
mattress or box spring for free; call 612-230-
7524 or email citycurbside@emerge-mn.
org.

CLEANING OUT THE GARAGE AND BASEMENT?
Take your old batteries, propane tanks,

cleaning chemicals, auto fluids and unused
paint to the Ramsey County Hazardous
Waste Collection Site, at 5 Empire Drive.
Take used sharps and needles there, too.
Workers will sort through your stuff and dis-
pose of what's truly unuseable, putting the
rest out for free. So, your unwanted leftover
paint might be just what some other visitor
to the Product ReUse Center, adjacent to the
drop off site, is looking for! I've found lots
of great paint for small projects there. Check
out ramseyrecycles.com/hhw or call 651-
633-3279.

WHAT ABOUT THAT OLD COMPUTER?

Ramsey County has also partnered
with Repowered (formerly Tech Dump) to
offer electronics recycling at no charge to
county residents. Bring your tech stuff to
Repowered, 860 Vandalia Street, and know
that in addition to safely disposing of its
metals and electronic circuitry, you're help-
ing fuel a job training program for recyclers.

GOT SCRAP METAL?

Scrappers trolling St Paul alleys will take
most large metal items, but did you know
that pots, pans and hangers can go in the
trash?

HOW ABOUT THOSE UNUSED PILLS?

Whatever you do, don’t send them
down the drain; we don’t need more phar-
maceuticals in our drinking water! Take
leftover pills as well as inhalers, unused Epi
pens and even blister packs to the Ramsey

County Law Enforcement Center, 425 Grove
Street downtown St Paul. There’s a drop box
in the lobby where you can leave unused
medicines behind. Again, someone at 651-
633-3279 can answer your questions or you
can check the web at ramseycounty.us/res-
idents/recycling-waste/collection-sites/un-
wanted-medicine.

DUMPING TRASH FEELS LIKE A CRIME, AND ITIS.
“Dumping is hard for citizens,” said Cat
Brown, Western District’s police chief, who
also weighed in at the session on dump-
ing. “It’'s a quality-of-life issue. When the
neighborhood is cleaner, we feel safe.” If
you've got a gnarly litter issue, the police
can work with you about how to make your
property less inviting for dumpers. Call the
non-emergency police line at 291-1111.

THE BOTTOM LINE: TALK TO GOVERNMENT
OFFICIALS.

The meeting on dumping was hosted
by Ward One City Councilmember Anika
Bowie, whose legislative aide John Barry
promised a follow-up fact sheet on the Ward
One web page. To connect with Bowie's of-
fice, email ward1 @ci.stpaul.mn.us or call
651-266-8610.

Frogtown Green is a resident-led and vol-
unteer-powered environmental initiative in St
Paul’s most diverse neighborhood. If you'd like
to know more, browse frogtowngreen.com or call
651-757-5970.

PEACE BUBBLES

BY MELVIN GILES
peacehubbles@q.com

“Life is just a short walk from the cra-
dle to the grave — and it sure behooves us
to be kind to one another along the way.”
— Alice Childress

“The hottest place in Hell is reserved
for those who remain neutral in times of
great moral conflict.” - Dante Alighieri,

“...shoutout to all the amazing moth-
ers — but childless women have been moth-
ering the world and elevating the world
as aunties, godmothers, teachers, mentors,
sisters, and friends,” - Tracee Ellis Ross

Hello Monitor readers,

Happy autumn season! And, happy,
crazy, and very important presidential
election moment. In fact, some folks are
calling it the most important or crucial
election since the 1860 election, which re-
sulted in Abraham Lincoln becoming our
16th President, at a time that America was
at its most divided about whether to up-
hold the aspirations of democracy, liberty
and justice for all or maintaining White
supremacy, slavery, and privilege for the
powerful few. Similarly, the 2024 election
is about Democracy vs. Supremacy. I'm

WHAT WORLD D0 WE

trusting that we have learned lessons that
show us democracy is a work of empa-
thy and compromise in progress and that
supremacy is a work of fear and division
in progress. Which world do we want for
ourselves, our children, and grandkids? I
think most people would choose a world
of goodness for all, including the best for
our planet, Mother Earth. I'm aware of
how hard it is to vote over the loud voices
of fear and hateful messages that schemes
a false sense of safety. For instance, about
100 years ago, people were hearing similar
supremacy messages about immigrants
coming from Europe. It took decades to
accept that America was a special land for
immigrants and we are still learning how
we need to reconcile the stolen great land
that Indigenous nations always believed
was meant for human beings and all our
relatives (plants, animals, soil, etc.) - in-
cluding immigrants.

Please get out and vote your values,
particularly, your faith and/or life values.
Do you value lies or truth? Do you value
controlling people for selfish reasons or
liberating people for the greater good of
all? Please, keep taking good deep breaths
of fresh energy and values of 2024 and be-
yond and exhaling to release outdated and
toxic negative energy and divisive values.
For instance, with the recent life-threat-
ening fires and hurricanes, how can we
continue to hold on and be in denial of

WANT FOR QUR KIDS?

our climate shifting? Or, be in denial that
most Americans are immigrants, descen-
dants of forced enslaved Africans, and/
or Indigenous stewards of our wonderful
land?

It is hard and challenging to listen
to the truths of our hearts when we hear
the loud clutter and mis-direction of our
addiction to and desire for comfort lev-
els that are according to the status quo
manipulators who value selfish greed and
power. I believe our Better Angels will in-
spire us to do the right vote for Mother
Earth and All Our Relatives. Be of cour-
age and rrust that all will be well for us,
for our children, their kids, and their chil-
dren’s descendants. We are surely our an-
cestors’ greatest and wildest dreams of jus-
tice and honoring the land we live on.

I recently heard and sang a song at an
event hosted by Elders Climate Action that
I want to share with you.

‘HOW HOT DOES IT HAVE TO GET?’ BY PAT SURFACE

Chorus

How hot does it have to get? Is it hot

enough for you yet?

Hurricanes, floods, and droughts.
How hot does it have to get?

Verse 1

As the temperature continues to
climb. How hot does it have to get?

A million species on the line. Is it hot
enough for you yet?

Chorus

How hot does it have to get? Is it hot
enough for you yet?

Hurricanes, floods, and droughts.
How hot does it have to get?

Verse 2

How hot does it have to get? Is it hot
enough for you yet?

Can’t drink the water, can’t breathe
the air. How hot does it have to get?

Verse 3

Well there still is hope there is still is
time. How hot does it have to get?

If we all just got in line. Is it hot
enough for you yet?

Verse 4

Grandparents all arise. Look into your
grandchildren’s eyes.

Won't it be a great surprise. If sustain-
ability is the prize.

Grandparents all arise. Look into your
children’s eyes.

Won't it be a great surprise. Sustain-
ability is the prize.

Keep the faith and stay optimistic that
all will be well. We are entering the sea-
sons of great harvest, joy, and blessings.
Believe and make it so! Vote for our chil-
dren, for our grandchildren, and for the
child/youth within you!

May Peace Be In the Rondo, Frogtown,
Hamline/Midway, Como, and Surrounding
Communities... May Peace Be In Our Homes
and Communities... May Peace Prevail On
Earth (MPPOE).

« Divine Service: 9:30am

Free Futsal on Fridays at 5:00pm.

Walking Together as Disciples for Life

« Growing in Faith (birth to 13 yrs.): 11:00am
« Living by Faith (14yrs. to 100+): 11:00am

Free Pickleball on Ist, 3rd, and 4th Fridays at 6:30pm.

Jehovah LUTHERAN at Thomas and Snelling

Pastor Joshua Miller

www.jehovahlutheran.org * 651-644-1421

CRANKSGIVING IS COMING!!!
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LEGACY OF KATHY AND DICK
DUMAS CONTINUES WITH
DONATION TO COMO PARK
HIGH SCHOOL

On Sept. 13 2024, the Kathy and Dick Dumas Tennis Courts were officially renamed. Construction of eight brand-new tennis courts
at Como Park High School was completed in late August thanks to a $400,000 donation from retired teacher and coach Kathy Dumas.
Dumas’ belief in the Como tennis programs stretches back to the fall of 1980 when she began coaching the Cougar girls team. In the
spring of 1982, she started coaching the Cougar boys team as well. Dumas led both programs through 2007 when she retired from
a total of 40 years teaching English in St. Paul Public Schools. Her coaching partner during all those years was her husband, Dick
Dumas. (The couple is shown at left in a photo from the 1990s.) “I'm fortunate. I have a little bit of money we saved. I always told
the kids, someday when you have money you can give back,” Dumas said. “If you give to something, you really have to believe in the
cause to which you're giving.” (Photos submitted by Eric Erickson)

COMO PARK
SENIOR HIGH SCHOOL

BY ERIC ERICKSON
Social studies teacher

SPIRIT WEEK FESTIVITIES

The first month of the 2024-2025 aca-
demic year at Como concluded with Spirit
Week and Homecoming activities. Sep-
tember is a busy time of transition back
into the daily routines and expectations of
the academic environment. With a strong
start to a promising year, staff and stu-
dents enjoyed thematic dress-up days from
Sept. 23-27 before concluding Friday with
a Pep Fest in the gym.

The Homecoming Dance was held in
Como’s gym on Friday night. Saturday,
Sept. 28 was a glorious day of sunshine for
the Homecoming Parade which proceeded
north on Grotto St. from school, turned
left on Wheelock Parkway to Como Lake,
and back onto the school grounds.

In an unusual situation, there was no
homecoming football game. Minneapolis
Edison was the scheduled opponent, but
before their first game of the season, Edi-
son announced they were cancelling their
season due to not having enough players.
Also complicating matters was a break in
the boys and girls” soccer schedules.

That left Como’s athletic department
in search of a new opponent for Home-
coming Saturday. None could be found
which was a disappointment for the Cou-
gar community.

AN UNUSUAL HOMECOMING, AWARDS FOR JROTC AND PETERSON

Como students and staff gather for the Homecoming Parade on Saturday, Sept. 28.

(Photo by Eric Erickson)

However, adaptability and positivi-
ty won the day as food trucks and lawn
games surrounded the Como turf field
for two memorable flag football games.
The junior girls played the senior girls in
a spirited contest, followed by a friendly
game of the students versus the staff.

Additional activities included the
Como Booster Club hosting building
tours for returning alumni who were able

to see the transformational change to the
physical space they remembered from
their high school days. Inside and outside
of Como Park High School, smiles and
laughs were abundant for 2024’s home-
coming.

MARINE CORPS JROTC HONORS
For the seventh consecutive year, Co-
mo’s Marine Corps JROTC program has

been recognized as a National Naval
Honor School. This award is reserved for
the top twenty percent of high school
JROTC programs in the country.

Criteria in the annual evaluations
include enrollment numbers, communi-
ty service hours, academic achievement,
extra-curricular activities, drill and color
guard competitions, leadership camps,
field trips and more.

HEALTH TEACHER OF THE YEAR

Lynn Peterson has been named the
2024 Health Teacher of the Year by the
Minnesota Society of Health and Physical
Educators (MNSHAPE). Peterson has been
teaching at Como since 2020, instructing
classes in health education, stress manage-
ment, and medical career exploration.

AVID SPIRIT WEEK EVENT

Como students in the AVID program
(Advancement via Individual Determina-
tion) gathered in the school auditorium
on Thursday, Sept. 26 to hear motivational
messages from a couple of young Como
alumni leaders.

Aisha Mohamed and Destyn Land
both graduated from Como in 2015.
Mohamed is now the coordinator of the
school’s Career Pathway Center. Land is
the Senior Health Equity Educator at Hen-
nepin County Medical Center and author
of “The Rules We Live By: Stories and Re-
flections on Unlearning Patriarchal Mas-
culinity.”

LYNGBLOM
Healthca

for Older
since 190

www.lyngblomsten.org

- (651)646-2941 1M

Senior Housing with Assisted Living Services + Rehab
& Transitional Care - Alzheimer’s & Parkinson’s Care -

Long-term Nursing Care - Community Services -
Caregiver Support

a
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EVENTS

PLAY ABOUT CAREGIVERS RUNS OCT. 18-NOV. 3

Wonderlust Productions premieres a
new play about caregiving: “Thank You
for Holding: The Caregiver Play Project,”
performing Oct. 18 - Nov. 3 at 825 Arts
on University Avenue. The show, which is
performed by both professional actors and
community caregivers, asks the audience
to consider: What does a community of
care look like? How do we place a value
on care as a society? Tickets can be pur-
chased online for a sliding scale cost from
$5-50, with a suggested price of $25.

For the past two years, Wonderlust
Productions has been conducting inter-
views and story circles with almost 150
Twin Cities caregivers. These include staff
at MSS (formerly Midwest Special Ser-
vices), therapists at Creative Kuponya,
caregiver support groups at Comunidades
Latinos Unidas En Servicio (CLUES), the

Karen Organization of Minnesota, and
Covenant Living Senior Living, home
health care workers, daycare workers, end
of life doulas, educators, doctors, and
more.

The full production features a mix of
professional caregivers, at-home caregiv-
ers, and professional actors collaborating
in a show that features the diversity of
caregiver experiences, the joy and grief that
comes with caregiving, the complications
of the healthcare system, and celebrates
care as the glue that holds all of us togeth-
er. Advanced tickets available at wiproduc-
tions.org/caregivers/.

This summer and fall, Wonderlust cre-
ated a series of audio plays accessible via
QR Code in Downtown St. Paul, co-pro-
duced the show Every Brilliant Thing with
the University of St. Thomas, and work-
shopped local playwright Brian Grandi-
son’s play Redemption, about recovery in
the African American community. Visit
wlproductions.org to learn more about
Wonderlust's wide breadth of work.

BOOK FESTIVAL OCT. 19

Rain Taxi has announced its author event
schedule for the 2024 Twin Cities Book
Festival on Saturday, Oct. 19, 10 a.m.-5
p.m. at the Minnesota State Fairgrounds.
The literary organization has curated excit-
ing juxtapositions, conversations, and solo
presentations that honor the year’s output
of books in a wide array of genres. Along
with the previously announced Book Fair
with over 140 exhibitors, these author
events will happen in the fairground'’s vast
Progress Center — home of the Eco Experi-
ence during the State Fair - on three sep-
arate stages. This FREE, day-long festival
presents internationally renowned visiting
authors, local literary heroes, and activities
for kids, PLUS a giant book fair and more.

JOHNSON TO PERFORM NOV. 1

Local flutist/composer Julie John-
son will celebrate the release of several of
her original works now available as sheet

music at a live performance at Hamline
University’s Sundin Music Hall, 1531
Hewitt Ave, St. Paul, MN, 55104, on Fri-
day, Nov. 1, 2024, at 7 p.m. The show will
also be livestreamed; information can be
found at https://ep.stretchlive.com/ham-
lineadmin/events/scheduled. Free admis-
sion. Freewill donations accepted.

RE-IMAGINING JUSTICE NOV. 19

The Minnesota Justice Research Cen-
ter (MNJRC) will host its annual Re-Imag-
ining Justice Conference on Tuesday, Nov.
19, 2024, in Minneapolis. The convening
brings together a diverse group of criminal
legal system practitioners, scholars, advo-
cates, impacted persons, and community
members. This year’s conference theme is
“Pivoting from Problem to Possibility”,
which aims to foster a reimagined crim-
inal legal system that is not just reactive
to current problems, but also proactive in
achieving truly just outcomes.

EVERY
GENERATION

READS
NEWSPAPERS

From Gen Z to the Silent Gen,
every generation consumes
newspaper content.
Newspapers have evolved to
deliver news your way.

* ok % ok ok Kk |k ok ok ok ok ok

NEWSPAPERS
DELIVER NEWS

YOUR WAY

3 out of 10

Americans read
print or digitally accessed
newspaper content
every month.

Source: America’s Newspapers 2023 Local Newspaper Study
conducted by Coda Ventures.
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Our new environmental initiative: Midway to the Mississippi

HAMLINE MIDWAY
COALITION

BY JASON ELYEA-WHEELER
Communications Specialist
comms@hamlinemidway.org

From heavy rainfall to drought con-
ditions, the chaotic seasonal changes are
here, and now more than ever we must
do what we can to protect our vital wa-

tershed. The Hamline Midway Coalition
has developed a simple yet effective envi-
ronmental initiative aimed at protecting
the Mississippi River. Inspired by Como
Community Council, the Hamline Mid-
way Coalition has partnered with Capitol
Region Watershed to bring Midway to the
Mississippi to the neighborhood.

When leaves build up on curbsides
and clog storm drains, they release nu-
trients such as phosphorus and nitrogen.
These naturally occurring chemicals fer-
tilize and feed our lawns and parks, but
when leaf litter clutters our curbs, the

chemicals are filtered like a tea bag of
phosphorus into the storm drain. In ex-
cess amounts, this runoff can adversely
affect the biodiversity and health of bodies
of water such as our very own Mississip-
pi River. Even though our neighborhood
doesn’t overlook the river, the intercon-
nectedness of the city is reliant on the riv-
er’s health and access to fresh water.

We are inviting all of our neighbors to
participate in the Midway to Mississippi
initiative. Simple in its design, participants
are asked to clear leaves from the curb of
their property either once a week or as

needed. That's it! Continuously monitor
your curb and sweep away any gather-
ing leaf debris then dispose of the leaves
through compost or yard waste sites.

Clear, Report, and Protect are the te-
nets of this initiative. It's as simple as that.
Our individual care for the environment
can build a collective force for stewardship
and protection of our waters. Will you join
us?

Take part in Midway to Mississippi!
Sign up and learn more at //bit.ly/Mid-
way2MississippiSign-Up.

Monitor in a

MINUTE

ASSESSMENTS WIN CITY 0K

Assessments for the Allianz Field “su
perblock” won St. Paul City Council approv-
al Sept. 18, in another step toward area rede-
velopment.

No one appeared at a council public
hearing to speak at on the assessments.

Redevelopment covers the block bound-
ed by Pascal Street and St. Anthony, Snel-
ling and University avenues. A small multi-
tenant building was torn down this summer.
McDonald’s is to close in early December
and be torn down. A smaller multi-tenant
building was torn down earlier this year.

Assessments will help pay for public in-
frastructure improvements including new
sanitary and storm sewer, new asphalt pave-
ment with concrete curb and gutter, new
concrete sidewalk, new street lighting and
landscaping.

Cost of the work is estimated at
$8,603,427, with developer fees and assess-
ments covering the costs. Work will start this

fall and continue until fall 2025.

New streets are to include Shields Ave-
nue from Simpson Street to Pascal, Spruce
Tree Drive from Snelling to Pascal, Simp-
son and Asbury Streets from Shields to Uni-
versity Avenue. The intent with this phase
of the project is to install the utilities and
roadways except for Shields and Spruce Tree
Drive from Simpson to Pascal. Shields and
Spruce Tree Drive will be designed now but
installed at a future date.

Work continues on development, with a
hotel, restaurant pavilion and office building
planned. Construction is to start in 2025.

A loon statue went up in September.

WHY WAS IT SO QUIET?

Neighbors of Allianz Field braced for
the Sept. 21 Forbidden Festival may have
wondered why it was so quiet. The planned
eight-hour celebration of electronic dance
music, to be held outside of the stadium,
was canceled days before it was supposed to
happen.

The festival, organized by University of
St. Thomas student Breno Bueno, faced scru-
tiny after this summer’s two-day Breakaway
Music Festival. Complaints were made that
the Breakaway event could be heard as far
away as Mendota Heights. Neighbors clos-

er to the event reported shaking windows,
and vibrations that could be felt inside their
homes. The complaints have led to more
community calls for events’ sound level
monitoring and sanctions against overly
loud, disruptive events.

Bueno received a sound level variance
from the St. Paul City Council this summer
for the Forbidden Festival.

The promoter has announced that he’ll
hold the festival in 2025, although it could
move to a new location. He made a state-
ment that although ticket sales were going
well, other factors including vendor and
décor issues led to this year’s cancellation.

Union Park District Council’s land use
committee met with Bueno this summer
and received assurances that his would be a
smaller, more contained event with efforts
to mitigate noise. Concerns were raised by
committee and community members about
the notion of an open bar and marketing
toward college students. The committee met
Sept. 16 with city Department of Licensing
and Inspections staff to review the sound
level variance process and ask about poten-
tial changes.

Compiled by Jane McClure.

CRANKSGIVING COMING NOV. 23

Mr. Michael Recycles Bicycles is spon-
soring Cranksgiving 2024 St. Paul on Sat-
urday, Nov. 23, 2024 beginning at noon.
This is a food drive where folks ride bicy-
cles to bring food and sundries to donate
to Zion Lutheran Church in St. Paul’s Mid-
way neighborhood. Volunteers are needed
to receive food donations and check in
participants in the alley-cat race. Benita
Warns, owner of Mr. Michael Recycles Bi-
cycles, said, “This is our opportunity as a
business to share our blessings with our
less fortunate neighbors, and to organize
a community effort to reduce food insecu-
rity.” For more information, call Warns at
651-641-1037.

CORRECTION

In the September edition of the
Monitor, Laurel Winsor was incorrectly
identified as Christine Butter in the ar-
ticle titled, “Seniors write rich stories.”
We apologize for the error.

Hamline Midway

TOWN HALL
When: Oct 17th, 6pm

Where: Hamline University's

WEMLE

Bush Ballroom (1537 Hewiitt

Ave)

Join with neighbors and
elected officials to address key
VLR o[ lale Relt|etolnalas Ula i Checkout our full calendar!
This is an opportunity to work in

coalition to help our

neighborhood.

Upcoming Events:

Tree Planting
Oct 12th, 9:00am

Trash Cleanup
Oct 12th, 9:00am

Hamline Midway Town Hall
Oct 17th, 6:00pm

Board of Directors
Oct 22nd, 6:15pm

MIDWAY TO
MISSISSIPPI

A new environmental initiative

that tackles pollution in waters!
Join in clearing leaf litter from

your curbside this fall!

Leaves release nutrients, but
in excess amounts they can

be harmful to water sources.

Clear leaves from your curb
to protect polluted water

runoff from draining into the

Mississippi River.
Report how much you've

cleared at the end of Fall!

Clear, Report, Protect!

Learn more below!
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Hayes Window expands into new location, offers storm windows

Locals fix old windows so
they work like new

By TESHA M. CHRISTENSEN

Lost your storm windows over the
years? Have windows you can’t open any-
more because they were painted shut?
Does the glass rattle in the wind?

These problems don’t mean that you
need to replace the windows with new
ones that are only guaranteed to last 20
years. Instead, Longfellow-based Hayes
Window Restoration can solve the prob-
lems and give the windows new life.

The business has recently moved off
Hiawatha Ave. to 2508 24th Ave. S, which
gives it more space to expand the storm
window line.

The window plus storm window com-
bination was the original double-pane
window, pointed out Joe Hayes. The issues
that plague new double-pane windows
(broken panes and seals that lead to inte-
rior fogginess) aren’t found with the win-
dow/storm window combination. Plus,
they have enough air moving through
them thanks to weep holes to avoid con-
densation and rot.

This style of window can be a key ar-
chitectural feature of older homes, he ob-
served. They safeguard the primary win-
dows by extending the maintenance cycle,
reducing the need for frequent upkeep.
Unfortunately, many people have mis-
placed their storm windows over the years.

Woodworker Bill Dossett (left) and Joe Hayes look over a set of windows being restored.
According to Dossett, the dust collection system in the new building is an upgrade that has
made a big difference for staff. Plus there's a room just for planing. (Photo by Tesha M.

Christensen)

New wood grown in 10-20 years is
prone to rot in 10-20 years. It is compar-
atively softer and weaker, and less dense.
Old growth lumber that grew slowly over

hundreds of years has a tighter grain and
resin that resists decay.

Hayes didn’t want to jump into the
storm window business and offer an-

other product with a low service life. As
he researched options, he found Accoya
modified wood, a sustainably harvested
timber with a fifty-year warranty based in
the Netherlands. This wood undergoes a
non-toxic process, resulting in exception-
al resistance to rot, and superior dimen-
sional stability. Essentially, the soft wood
is pickled - it is treated with a vinegar
(acetic anhydride), which turns it into a
hardwood by preventing the cells in the
wood from being able to absorb water.
This stops the wood from expanding and
contracting seasonally. “As a small com-
pany, it took a pretty long time to get an
order in,” said Hayes. The wood comes
from Chicago.

The wood storm windows and screens
have traditional mortise and tenon join-
ery, ensuring longevity and durability, and
authentic putty glazing for a traditional
aesthetic. Pick from customizable colors
and divided-lite configurations.

Those who dread carrying the entire
storm window down the stairs are glad
to learn they can swap out the screen for
the glass pane or vice versa at the turn of
a button.

Southwest Minneapolis resident Ann
Erickson is a float tech at Hayes Window,
and helps manage the glass they buy by
the pallet from Minneapolis Glass. She
pointed out that many storm windows
are caulked and screwed in place, which
makes it challenging to perform mainte-
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MIDWEST CLASSIFIED NETWORK ADS

AUTOMOBILES

GOT AN UNWANTED CAR??? DONATE IT TO
PATRIOTIC HEARTS. Fast free pick up. All 50
States. Patriotic Hearts’ programs help veterans
find work or start their own business. Call 24/7:
1-844-588-6535.

Get a break on your taxes! Donate your car, truck,
or SUV to assist the blind and visually im-
paired. Arrange a swift, no-cost vehicle pickup
and secure a generous tax credit for 2025. Call
Heritage for the Blind Today at 1-855 977-7030
today!

Donate your car, truck, boat, RV and more to sup-
port our veterans! Schedule a FAST, FREE ve-
hicle pickup and receive a top tax deduction!
Call Veteran Car Donations at 1-888-429-2331
today!

CABLE/INTERNET

AFFORDABLE TV & INTERNET. If you are over-
paying for your service, call now for a free quote
and see how much you can save! 1-866-472-
7954.

DIRECTV- All your entertainment. Nothing on
your roof! Sign up for Directv and get your first
three months of Max, Paramount +, Showtime,
Starz, MGM+ and Cinemax included. Choice
package $84.99/mo. Some restrictions apply.
Call DIRECTV 1-866-296-1409.

HEALTH & MEDICAL

ATTENTION OXYGEN THERAPY USERS! Discov-
er Oxygen Therapy That Moves with You with
Inogen Portable Oxygen Concentrators. FREE
information kit. Call 1-888-815-4903.

DENTAL INSURANCE from Physicians Mutual
Insurance Company. Coverage for 400 plus
procedures. Real dental insurance -NOT just a
discount plan. Do not wait! Call now! Get your
FREE Dental Information Kit with all the de-
tails! 1-855-973-9175 www.dental50plus.com/
midwest #6258.

Portable Oxygen Concentrator May Be Covered by

Medicare! Reclaim independence and mobility
with the compact design and long-lasting bat-
tery of Inogen One. Free information kit! Call
844-716-2411.

Don't let the stairs limit your mobility! Discover
the ideal solution for anyone who struggles on
the stairs, is concerned about a fall or wants to
regain access to their entire home. Call Ameri-
Glide today! 1-877-916-2093.

STOP OVERPAYING FOR HEALTH INSURANCE!
A recent study shows that a majority of people
struggle to pay for health coverage. Let us show
you how much you can save. Call Now for a
no-obligation quote: 1-888-772-8454. You will
need to have your zip code to connect to the
right provider.

HOME SERVICES

Don’t Pay For Covered Home Repairs Again! Our
home warranty covers ALL MAJOR SYSTEMS
AND APPLIANCES. We stand by our service
and if we can’t fix it, we'll replace it! Pick the
plan that fits your budget! Call: 1-877-743-
7971

AGING ROOF? NEW HOMEOWNER? STORM
DAMAGE? You need a local expert provider that
proudly stands behind their work. Fast, free
estimate. Financing available. Call 1-888-770-
8025. Have zip code of property ready when
calling!

WATER DAMAGE CLEANUP & RESTORATION: A
small amount of water can lead to major dam-
age in your home. Our trusted professionals
do complete repairs to protect your family and
your home’s value! Call 24/7: 1-888-750-5574.
Have zip code of service location ready when
you call!

Want a greener lawn? TruGreen’s your go-to for a
tailored lawn care plan. Act now and get 50%
off your first service with a purchase of an an-
nual plan. Call us at 1-833-912-3666 to learn
more.

MISCELLANEOUS

LONG DISTANCE MOVING: Call today for a FREE
QUOTE from America’s Most Trusted Interstate
Movers. Let us take the stress out of moving!

Speak to a Relocation Specialist, call 1-855-315-
1216.

NEED NEW FLOORING? Call today schedule a
FREE in-home estimate on Carpeting & Floor-
ing. Call Today! 1-844-588-6590.

BATH & SHOWER UPDATES in as little as ONE
DAY! Affordable prices - No payments for 18
months! Lifetime warranty & professional in-
stalls. Senior & Military Discounts available.
Call: 1-855-315-1330.

INJURED IN AN ACCIDENT? Don’t Accept the
insurance company’s first offer. Many injured
parties are entitled to cash settlements in the
$1000’s. Get a free evaluation to see what your
case is really worth. 100% Free Evaluation. Call
Now: 1-888-767-0798

YOU MAY QUALIFY for disability benefits if you
have are between 52-63 years old and under a
doctor’s care for a health condition that pre-
vents you from working for a year or more. Call
now! 1-888-924-0449.

Prepare for power outages today with a Generac
Home Standby Generator. Act now to receive
a FREE 5-Year warranty with qualifying pur-
chase. Call 1-877-228-5789 today to schedule a
free quote. It's not just a generator. It's a power
move.

Eliminate gutter cleaning forever! LeafFilter, the
most advanced debris-blocking gutter protec-
tion. Schedule a FREE LeafFilter estimate today.
20% off Entire Purchase. Plus 10% Senior &
Military Discounts. Call 1-855-577-1268.

Safe Step. North Americas #1 Walk-In Tub. Com-
prehensive lifetime warranty. Top-of-the-line in-
stallation and service. Now featuring our FREE
shower package and $1600 Off for a limited
time! Call today! Financing available. Call Safe
Step 1-844-290-5083.

The bathroom of your dreams in as little as 1 day.
Limited Time Offer - $1000 off or No Payments
and No Interest for 18 months for customers
who qualify. BCI Bath & Shower. Many options
available. Quality materials & professional in-
stallation. Senior & Military Discounts Avail-
able. Call Today! 1-833-618-1178.

Replace your roof with the best looking and
longest lasting material steel from Erie Metal

Roofs! Three styles and multiple colors avail-
able. Guaranteed to last a lifetime! Limited
Time Offer- up to 50% off installation + Addi-
tional 10% oft install (for military, health work-
ers & 1st responders.) Call Erie Metal Roofs:
1-844-907-2386.

Over $50,000,000 in timeshare debt and fees can-
celled in 2019. Get free informational package
and learn how to get rid of your timeshare! Free
consultations. Over 450 positive reviews. Call
877-326-1608.

Prepare for power outages with Briggs & Stratton®
PowerProtect(TM) standby generators - the
most powerful home standby generators avail-
able. Industry-leading comprehensive warranty
- 7 years ($849 value.) Proudly made in the
U.S.A. Call Briggs & Stratton 1-877-518-0356.

REAL ESTATE

We Buy Houses for Cash AS IS! No repairs. No
fuss. Any condition. Easy three step process:
Call, get cash offer and get paid. Get your fair
cash offer today by calling Liz Buys Houses:
1-844-349-1639.

WANT TO BUY

PAYING TOP CA$H FOR MEN’'S SPORT WATCH-
ES! Rolex, Breitling, Omega, Patek Philippe,
Heuer, Daytona, GMT, Submariner and Speed-
master. Call 1-888-815-5873.

TOP CA$H PAID FOR OLD GUITARS! 1920-1980
Gibson, Martin, Fender, Gretsch, Epiphone,
Guild, Mosrite, Rickenbacker, Prairie State,
D’Angelico, Stromberg. And Gibson Mandolins
/ Banjos. 1-855-399-2203.

FOR RESULTS THAT AD UP

Get an ad in front of 1.6 million
people with the Midwest Clas-
sified Network. Contact Tesha
at tesha@tmcpub.com or 612-
235-4464 to learn more.

Leaf@Filter Q

UTTER
PROTECTION

20%

Your Entire Purchase*

++ We offer financing
@ thatfits your budget!

+ See Representative for full warranty details. *One coupon per household. No obligation estimate valid for 1 year. 1Subject to
credit approval. Call for details. AR 366920923, AZ ROC 344027, CA 1035795, CT HIC.0671520, FL CBC056678, IA C127230, ID
RCE-51604, LA 559544, MA 176447, MD MHIC111225, MI 262300173, 262300318, 262300328, 262300329, 262300330, 262300331,
MN IR731804, MT 226192, ND 47304, NE 50145-22, 50145-23, NJ 13VH09953900, NM 408693, NV 86990, NY H-19114, H-52229,
OR 218294, PA 179643, 069383, RI GC-41354, TN 10981, UT 10783658-5501, VA 2705169445, WA LEAFFNW822)Z, WV WV056912.

CALL TODAY FOR A
FREE INSPECTION!

1-855-577-1268

- 10%

Seniors + Military

Contact your local DIRECTV dealer!

IVS Holdings

866.296.1409

SHARE AN E-EDITION
WITH A FRIEND.
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? ? Ads must be received by the Monitor by Monday, Nov. 4 for the Nov. 14 issue. Call 651-917-4183 or email Denis@MonitorSaintPaul.com for more information. Classified ads will
also be automatically placed on the Monitor’s website at www.MonitorSaintPaul.com. Contact Tesha to place a Help Wanted ad at 612-260-7967, tesha@monitorsaintpaul.com.

TREE TRIMMING,
REMOVAL & STUMP
GRINDING

Matthew Molinaro
FREE ESTIMATES

612.239.2508

MolinaroTree.com

* Sales, Service & Supplies

* Free Estimates * Trade-ins Welcome
* Bags, Belts & Filters

* Dyson, Miele & Riccar,etc.

651-222-6316

2575 Fairview Ave.N | Roseville
9-5 Mon & Fri | 9-6 Tues-Wed-Thurs | 10-2 Sat

www.A-1Vacuum.com

Wincdow
Washing
ancd Gutter
Cleaning

e Family Owned and Operated
« Serving the area for over 25 years

Call Larry 651-635-9228

Merriam Park Painting

« Exterior & Interior
Painting - Enameling
* Ceiling Texturing « FREE
* Wallpapering ESTIMATES

Call Ed 651-224-3660

WANT TO REACH 47,000 PEOPLE?

YOU CAN WITH EACH MONITOR.

Home

CRISIS HOTLINE

HOUSECLEANING

Call the Minnesota Day
One Crisis Hotline at
1-866-223-1111 if you or
someone you know is seek-
ing shelter due to a danger-
ous relationship or needs
to create a safety plan.

20/20 Cleaning, Dependable
House Cleaning, Family
Owned and Operated,
Serving the Area for Over
25 Years, 651-635-9228,
www.2020cleaningspecialist.
com.

PAINTING

Paint, patch, wallpaper
removal. Caulking. Stain.
Interior. Exterior. Jim. 612-
202-5514.

ROOFING

30 years experience hail
and wind damage special-
ist. Replace or repair. Free
estimate. Licensed/insured.
612-724-3934

GUTTER CLEANING

LAWN CARE

WINDOW WASHING

Gutter cleaning. Let the Rain
Drain Away. Call Larry 651-
635-9228.

Grass cutting. Customer
supplies lawn mower. Jim
612-202-5514

CARRIERS
Email Delivery@tmcpub.com or call/text 612-235-7197.

Window washing, inside
and out. “You will see the
difference.” Call Larry. 651-
635-9228.

Get a job delivering newspapers and earn $11-15/hr

lic&dnsured | cotod aboris MN-4551A 2020cleaningspecialist.com
HOME REMODELING ZONE Amy Marga, REALTOR®
-§idi"9 Call me for a
=Framin
P free consult!
driveways 651-434-0633 1564 Lafond Ave., Saint Paul
.Decks 700 Grand Ave Suite 101 651-645-6600
.Patios St Paul, MN 55105 www.mosaiconastick.com
ic BC #8018¢ An artist-owned mosaic
William Toombs, Owner 651-515-4246 supply shop, community
williamahusky@gmail.com www.edinarealty.com/realtor-amy-marga classroom & artist studio

Support your
neighbors,
live amore

sustainable
life, and build
community.

A PUBLIC SCHOOL
THAT LETS »4

YOU BE vm%&

CAREER PATHWAYS PUBLIC CHARTER SCHOOL GRADES 6-12

651-400-1781

CPATHMN.ORG PIERCE BUTLER & HAMLINE

FOLLOW THE MIDWAY_COMO_MONITOR ON INSTAGRAM.

Host a book drive

e Diverse

Be a part of the change.

They make a difference.

¢ Cultural appreciation

* Positive messaging

* Relatable characters

* Leadership development

Virtual or in person events

www.ppgjbooks.com /host-a-book-drive

MIDWAY

CHAMBER % COMMERCE

CONNECT
NETWORK
BUILD
SUPPORT

FIND A JOB IN THE MIDWAY
CHECK OUT THE CHAMBER WEBSITE

JOB SEARCH PAGE

AND FOLLOW THE LINK TO THE RAMSEY COUNTY JOB

CONNECTOR BOARD

651.646.2636 | info@midwaychamber.com | midwaychamber.com

& Free Appraisals @&

Memorabilia

Sports Card

Collections

& Consignment Available &

Info@minnieandpaul.com

612-208-6405

\iE=

wit/h Print
& Digital
ADVERTISING!

www.TMCpub.com
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nance as well as trap moisture. She installs
sill bulbs and turn buttons to help solve
those issue on the windows restored at
Hayes Window.

STEADY GROWTH AT HAYES

Hayes Window Restoration officially
began with one staff member, Joe Hayes.
He had restored the windows in his South
Minneapolis bungalow and discovered a
passion for the work. He left his teaching
career and started a new business in the
summer of 2017.

A feature story in the Longfellow No-
komis Messenger just as COVID-19 struck
in March 2020 led to enough calls to keep
him busy through the transitional months
of the pandemic. Since, the business has
grown from seven crew members to 20.

Leah Gossman has been the office co-
ordinator at Hayes Window since 2020.
The Hayes team is a 50/50 split of men
and women. “It feels a lot different than
what people tend to think of as construc-
tion,” said Gossman. “It's a breath of fresh
air.

The office area inside 4439 Hiawatha
Ave. (where they had been in since 2019)
turned into storage as the new storm win-
dow line grew. “We were climbing around
windows,” said Hayes. “We truly had out-
grown the space.” It was time to find a
larger location.

(Building owner Reddy Rents plans to
expand into that area.)

Hayes Window moved into a much
larger building at 2508 24th Ave. S. in
July 2024 that they found with the help of
Merrie Sjogren of ASSEMBLY MN. Built in
the mid 1960s, it previously housed a fur-
niture store, a dry cleaner and even an ille-
gal night club for a few eventful evenings.

Hayes is glad that they located a site
in the greater Longfellow neighborhood.
“We feel really lucky to have found a spot
that is central to the neighborhoods we
work in,” he said.

The new building allows for separate
bays for different types of work. Plus, there
is a breakroom that is large enough for
staff meetings.

Like others there, woodworker Bill

Joe Hayes stands in front of the new location at 2508 24th Ave. S. A customer told him,
“You're the fifth person we've had out and the first that said I don't have to replace the
windows.” Hayes said, “That feels really rewarding.” (Photo by Tesha M. Christensen)

Southwest Minneapolis resident Ann Erickson, a float tech at Hayes Window, stands by a
stack of new storm windows made with Accoya modified wood and colored to the custom-
er's specifications. (Photo by Tesha M. Christensen)

Dossett has a passion for old homes. He
owns an old Victorian along Bryant Ave.
in the Wedge neighborhood and his par-
ents had an old house. He said the dust
collection system in the new building is an
upgrade that has made a big difference for
workers. He's also glad to have a room just
for planing.

There’s a containment room with
HEPA filters for lead paint striping. Homes
built before 1978 are likely to have lead-
based paint, and the safety protocol at
Hayes Windows is to operate as though
lead paint is present on each window.

Windows getting fully restored are
first put in a steam box to remove the glaz-

ing and putty. Next the glass is taken out.
Then all the paint and stain is removed.

Wooden frames are evaluated for the
amount of repair needed. Some get new
sections.

This summer, staff were working on
windows from The Landing (formerly His-
toric Murphy’s Landing), a living history
museum that preserves and interprets 19th
century life in the Minnesota River Valley.

They work on large homes and small
ones. Some of the window work can be
done on site at the home, such as repair-
ing sashes and cords so that windows
open and close smoothly, putty work
and weatherstripping. For the old growth
wood trim left in long-term exterior ex-
posure that has decayed over time (maybe
due to failing paint coatings or when inad-
equate wood was used for small repairs),
they do complete window trim replace-
ment using mature growth white pine,
sustainably sourced from a family-run op-
eration in Wisconsin.

For full restorations, sash removal, in-
stallation, and jamb reconditioning takes
place at homes, and the sash restoration
takes place at the shop. Hayes has a num-
ber of old machines that can create orig-
inal millwork, including the commonly
use historic ogee profile. “It's the aesthetic
work that really makes the window some-
thing attractive to have in your home,”
observed Hayes.

A customer recently told him, “I
should have done this 30 years ago.” Like
others, she was so glad once the work was
complete and she could open and close
her windows easily.

Another customer told him, “You're
the fifth person we've had out and the first
that said I don’t have to replace the win-
dows.”

“That feels really rewarding,” said
Hayes.

“I feel really fortunate to be in the
Twin Cities where we have people who
own old homes and see themselves as
stewards.”

Hayes Window Restoration earned
two Preservation Gem awards from the
American Institute of Architects Minnesota
in 2024, and the Lighthouse Award for
Achievements in Historic Preservation at
the Rethos Gala Preservation Awards in
2023.

More at hayeswindows.com.

KENDALLSHARDWARE.COM IR

The friendliest
stores in town.

+ 978 Dale St. N.,
651-489-3210

* 840 Payne Ave.,

lives.” ~ Joe Hayes of Hayes Window Restoration

Local Advertising
That Works as Hued as You Do

“As a local business owner, | value the option to contribute to the Messenger, Connector, and Monitor
through our advertising. | am happy to support a local paper that puts out quality journalism month
after month and that represents the diversity of our community. The Messenger, Connector, and
Monitor are an asset to our neighborhoods. These papers consistently produce quality journalism
that highlight stories and people from our community that | would otherwise not hear about. It’s a
breath of fresh air at a time when so much news feels distant and out of touch with our day-to-day

651-776-6996

WINDOW

BC750502
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Proudly serving your neighborhood with wood
window repair and restoration since 2017.

We are now scheduling restoration

and wood storm window projects

PHONE: 612-259-7855
EMAIL: info@hayeswindows.com
OUR NEW ADDRESS:

2508 24th Avenue South
Minneapolis, MN 55406

for this fall and winter. Contact us
today to get your project started!

RESTORATION, NOT REPLACEMENT!
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