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G After Kansas newspaper raid:
Good people are showing up

6 Cultural brokers helping
Somali community

9 Washburn High School band
from 1970s reunites

NI

Right to Vote restored to
55,000 paroled felons

‘CHANGE ISN’T
CHEAP’ SAYS
MAYOR FREY

Proposed budget sets aside
$16 million to implement dual
consent decrees, $217 million
for police department

By Cam Gordon

On Aug. 15, Minneapolis Mayor
Jacob Frey presented his proposed 2024
budget to the city council for consider-
ation. The formal process for what many
consider the year’s most important coun-
cil decision has begun, with final budget
approval expected on Dec. 5.

Saying that the proposal is “largely
geared toward following through on com-
mitments that have already been made,”
the mayor highlighted several specific ini-
tiatives in his address to the council.

If approved, the mayor noted that
the budget would set aside new funding
to support the council legislative depart-
ment, provide $720,000 for future plan-
ning and improvements to George Floyd
Square, and increase funding to neighbor-
hood organizations by $420,000 bringing
the base funding to $15,000 a year for
each neighborhood (from $10,000).

“I have been a longtime advocate for
increased funding for neighborhood or-
ganizations, this was one of my top re-
quests to the mayor for consideration
in his 2024 Budget,” said Ward 13 City
Council member Linea Palmisano. “This
is a good start, but I think we still need to
go further.”

“I have concerns about funding for
neighborhood associations, which was
dramatically cut last year,” said Ward 13
Council candidate Kate Mortenson. “I
want to see full and equitable support for
neighborhood associations with fewer,
not more, government strings attached.”

The mayor also called attention to
a dedicated $10 million a year for a new
climate legacy fund, $3 million for the
behavior crisis response, $5 million an-
nually for public housing, $3 million for
opioid response, $2.7 million for parkway
repairs, and an added $1 million to in-
crease shelter capacity for those experienc-
ing homelessness.

“1 am glad to see the mayor’s pro-
posed 2024 budget reflect a strong, com-
prehensive commitment to public safety,”
said Ward 7 City Council candidate Scott
Graham. “It provides funding to fully staff
our police department, to add civilian
positions to strengthen investigative and
administrative functions, and to expand
alternative crisis response, specifically the
behavioral crisis response program.”

“I'm celebrating several key invest-
ments in our shared future, but especially
the $10 million dollars we will be ded-
icating to climate action,” said Ward 7
Council candidate Katie Cash-
man. “When we started a grass- >
roots Minneapolis Green New
Deal coalition in 2021, we com-

PARKS FOR ALL JYV/:7\RZ el (=)

Nine community artists
are creating murals
this year in Minneapolis
parks they have ties to

By Talia McWright

Kao Lee Thao and Ash Kubesh spent
66 hours over 10 days painting two new
murals that represent Thao’s Hmong her-
itage at Boom Island Park. The artwork is
part of the Minneapolis Parks and Recre-

During design for a mural at the Lake Harriet trolley tunnel, Jacqui Rosenbush researched water
quality control. She included lily pads and cattails in her mural after discovering the large role they

play in filtering water. (Photo by Talia McWright)

ation Board’s 2023 “Parks for All Mural
Project.”

Nine artists in all were chosen to
paint murals at multiple park locations,
with the aim to decrease tagging and van-
dalism.

Parks for All is a comprehensive plan
adopted by the board in 2021 as a way to
create and accomplish nine goals that will
sustainably benefit parks across the state
for years to come. (See sidebar for com-
plete list.) The mural project was funded

through the board’s budget and grant ini-
tiatives, as well as by local organizations.
Artists were chosen for the mural proj-
ect through a call for artists application
in collaboration with Forecast Public Art.
Over 140 artists applied. Once selected,
the artists were given $6,000 for labor and
$3,000 for materials.

“I'm really excited to help
communicate out to community >
what the park board has adopted
as policy through the interpreta- 8

HEAR REAL-LIFE STORIES OF SOCIAL JUSTICE SEPT. 14

Hennepin History Museum
partners with Minneapolis
Interview Project

By Jill Boogren

On Sept. 14, the Minneapolis Inter-
view Project and Hennepin History Muse-
um (2303 3rd Ave. S.) will present an eve-
ning of real-life stories about social justice
at the Capri Theater (2207 West Broad-
way) in North Minneapolis. The event
marks the culmination of seven years of
work by historian, teacher and Southside
resident Anne Winkler-Morey, who set out

to interview 100 people
to reveal “hidden his-
tories of inequality and
the struggle for social
justice in Minneapolis.”
Among interview-
ees are artists, human
rights advocates, poets,
organizers, educators
and more - many of

Anne whom were born here,
Winkler-Morey  others who moved here
(Courtesy of Eric  from different cities and
Mueller) countries - whose expe-

riences and perspectives
provide a richly varied look at what it’s
like to live in this city at this time. Nearly
30 of the project participants will be at the

event. Excerpts from their interviews will
be shared, followed by a panel and con-
versation. Housing, schools, environmen-
tal justice, racial justice, gender and sexu-
ality are just some of the topics touched
on.

“There are all these individual sto-
ries, but I hear [the interviewees] talking
to each other, echoing different themes or
disagreeing with each other, in ways that
are really interesting, so I wanted to give
people just a tiny flavor of that,” said Win-
kler-Morey.

Having read Malcolm X and Studs
Terkel's “Working” as a teen, Win-
kler-Morey, now 65, knew from >
a young age the value of true sto-
ries and how important they are
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George Floyd Square holds
vigil for Ricky Cobb Il

By Jill Boogren

Community members stood with the
family of Ricky Cobb II at George Floyd
Square on Aug. 5, 2023 to offer support
and demand justice for Cobb, who was fa-
tally shot on July 31 by a Minnesota State
Patrol trooper on 1-94 in North Minneap-
olis.

“How many more people have to die
until Minnesota wakes up to say enough
is enough?!” asked Faith Allen, preaching
to the dozens of activists gathered on Chi-
cago Ave. for a rally and vigil. She urged
people to get up and do something. “Use
your power. Stand up. Use your voice. You
have power.”

Rev. Jia Starr Brown acknowledged
that, like many activists, she was tired and
assured others that just being present -
even if coming empty handed - mattered.
“This is a space to say, ‘You don't have to
bring or be anything but yourself,” she
said. “It's okay to be tired. This is exhaust-
ing.

People offered comfort to one anoth-
er through art, food, music and - at the
end of the evening - dancing to the music
of Brass Solidarity.

Cobb was pulled over for an alleged
traffic violation. Dash camera and body-
worn video footage released by the Min-
nesota Department of Public Safety shows
a trooper, later identified as Brett Seide,
talking to Cobb from the driver’s side of
the vehicle. “I'm gonna need you to step
out of the vehicle. We just have some stuff
to talk about,” he is heard saying. The two
of them are talking back and forth, with
the trooper telling Cobb to give him his

‘ENOUGH IS ENOUGH’

Rashad Cobb (holding microphone) stands with family in grief over the loss at the hands of state
troopers of his twin brother, Ricky Cobb II. “What are we gonna do for us, as citizens, together..? 'm a
peaceful person. | don’t really agree with violence.”(Photo by Jill Boogren)

An exhausted Rev. Jia Starr Brown tells activists, “It’s okay to be tired,” and that being present for the
families matters. (Photo by Jill Boogren)

keys and Cobb asking why and whether
he could contact his attorney. During this
exchange, another trooper, Ryan Londre-
gan, approaches from the passenger side,
pulls the door open, reaches in with his
gun drawn while shouting, “Get out of the
car now!” and fires his gun.

Cobb drove forward a short distance
before coming to a stop at the center di-
vider. The medical examiner ruled Cobb's
death a homicide from multiple gunshot
wounds.

According to Communities United
Against Police Brutality (CUAPB), Londre-
gan escalated the situation, which resulted
in Cobb’s death. “These officers engaged
in excessive, unnecessary force including
deadly force that killed Mr. Cobb and en-
dangered others,” read a CUAPB press re-
lease. A third trooper, Garrett Erickson,
was also present.

Hennepin County Attorney Mary
Moriarty issued a statement indicating
that the three troopers have been placed
on leave and the Bureau of Criminal Ap-
prehension (BCA) is investigating the inci-
dent. Activists have called for the troopers
to be fired and charges brought immedi-
ately. On Aug. 18, the family announced
their intent to file a civil lawsuit.

Family and friends of Cristian Rive-
ra-Coba were also present for the rally
and vigil. Rivera-Coba died in the Anoka
County Jail on July 21, three days after he
was incarcerated. The Sherburne County
Sheriff's Office is investigating his death.

A spokesperson with ties to the family
said he asked them to come. “I brought
them to 38th and Chicago today to see
that there’s a whole community that they
didn’t even know existed,” he said. “I just
wanted to show them there’s a whole
group of people that will stand up with
them, fight for answers, fight so we know
what happened to Cristian and get them
the justice they deserve.”
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BUDGET COMMITTEE SCHEDULE

September

Sept. 11,10 a.m. - Budget Overview, Financial
Policies Overview, and Schedule 5 Overview
Sept. 11,1:30 p.m. - Consent Decree Budget
Presentation

Department Presentations to Budget Commit-
tee: (Subject to Change)

Sept. 12,10 a.m. - Mayor, City Council, City Clerk,
City Auditor, City Attorney

Sept. 14,10 a.m. - Office of Public Service, Inter-
governmental Relations

Sept. 18,10 a.m. - Finance & Property Services)
Sept. 26,10 a.m. - Human Resources, Informa-
tion and Technology

Sept. 28,10 a.m. - 311 Service Center, Communi-
cations, Neighborhood & Community Relations
Sept. 13, 4 p.m. - Mayor Presents 2024 Budget to
the BET, Public Hearing on Maximum Levy, BET
Sets Maximum Levy

October

Department Presentations to Budget Commit-
tee: (Subject to Change)

Oct. 2,10 A.m. - Minneapolis Convention Center
& Downtown Assets, Health & Youth Coordinat-
ing Board

Oct. 3,10 A.m.~Community Planning & Econom-
ic Development, Regulatory Services, Arts &
Cultural Affairs

Oct. 10,10 A.m. - Public Works, Civil Rights

Oct. 12,10 A.m. - Race Equity Inclusion & Belong-
ing, Performance Management & InNov.ation
Oct. 16, 10 A.m. - Office of Community Safety,

Emergency Management
Oct. 23,10 A.m. - 911/MECC, Neighborhood
Safety

Oct. 23,1:30 PM - Fire, Police

Oct. 24,10 A.m. - Capital Budget Presentation,
MPRB, City Assessor

Oct. 25, 6:05 PM - Public Hearing #1

November

Nov.1,10 A.m. - Public Hearing #2
Nov. 30,10 A.m. - Mark Up Meeting #1
Dec.1,10 A.m. - Mark Up Meeting #2

December

Dec. 5, 6:05 p.m. - Truth in Taxation Hearing/
Budget Adoption in Adjourned City Council
Meeting

> 1

CHANGE ISN’T CHEAP

mitted ourselves to building power, neigh-
borhood by neighborhood, for equitable
investment in climate action that reduces
greenhouse gas emissions and builds resil-
iency, with the inclusion of union labor pro-
visions and workforce development for a
just transition.”

“My fellow Ward 7 volunteers and
I spent hours every week talking to our
neighbors about how important this de-
cade is for climate action, and gathered
groups together to meet our council mem-
ber, write letters to the mayor, and bring
more voices into the conversation,” added
Cashman. “There is strength and power in
organizing, and today I'm proud to say it
paid oft.”

EXPECTED $150-160 PROPERTY TAX BUMP

The total amount needed to cover
these and other city expenses is $1.8 bil-
lion, an 8.3% increase from the current
budget of $1.66 billion. The funds will
come from $1.81 billion in revenues, which
is a 15% increase from last year and in-
cludes an increase in state local government
aid, and franchise fee increases. It also in-
cludes a 6.2% increase in the property tax
levy, which will raise the total amount col-
lected by $27.6 million in 2024.

The property tax increase of 6.2% is
expected to result in a $150-160 increase
in property taxes for the median priced
single-family home. Such a home, valued
at $331,000, would have city-only proper-
ty taxes of about $1,952 that, according to
the city, would be divided so that $21 was
for the public housing, $56 to cover pen-
sions costs, $134 for public works, $154
for the fire department, $260 for capital
improvements and debts, $342 for parks,
$409 for the police department and $576
for all other city services.

“It is very important to me that the
community is part of and is engaged in
the budget process,” said Ward 11 Council
member Emily Koski, who chairs the city’s
budget committee. Koski held meetings ear-
lier in the year focused on budget priorities,

and said that she used them to create budget
priorities that she shared with the mayor
when he was developing his proposal.

“At a high-level, I am grateful to see
significant investment in our shared prior-
ities of public services and infrastructure,
public safety, and affordable housing,”
said Koski.

$3 MILLION FOR PUBLIC HOUSING

One aspect of the budget that has
found support is increased funding for af-
fordable housing in general and public
housing in particular.

“It is great to see a growing invest-
ment in the affordable housing trust fund,
the Minneapolis homes program, and
the Minneapolis Public Housing Author-
ity (MPHA). Expanding the Minneapolis
homes program enables greater home-
ownership opportunities in our commu-
nities of color,” said Graham. “These ex-
penditures signal a strong commitment to
ensuring long-term housing affordability
and facilitating homeownership opportu-
nities for those who seek them.”

The Board of Estimate and Taxation
(BET) must approve a maximum city levy
amount prior to the city council approv-
ing any budget. The BET chair, Samantha
Pree-Stinson, advocated for the need for
a public housing levy as a candidate and
since taking office in 2022. In May, she
presided over a meeting of the BET where
MPHA made their request for a levy, fol-
lowed by time for resident testimony.

“Residents showed up and told us
what they needed. They told us they need
a fully funded levy. We have the respon-
sibility to take these residents’ and their
needs seriously. The proposed $5 million
in ongoing funding is a big win by resi-
dents, for residents,” said Pree-Stinson. “I
will bring the proposal for a fully funded
levy to the Sept. 20 meeting of the BET
and look forward to seeing residents and
supporters there.”

Additional funding for two full time
employees in the oversight and evaluation
division of the office of the city auditor
has mixed reviews.
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Palmisano supports it. “This office
works to ensure the effective and efficient
functioning of government services. With
this increased staffing and capacity, [ am
looking to bring forward an audit of how
city assessments are calculated and ap-
plied,” she said.

The city auditor is one of the few de-
partments that works under the authori-
ty of the city council, and not the mayor,
under the governance structure charter
amendment passed last election.

“Since an outside monitor will be
evaluating reforms to remain in compli-
ance with multiple police abuse settle-
ments, there is simply no need for a $2.4
million audit department,” said Morten-
son. “I would instead grow the capacity of
the City’s Office of Innovation and Evalua-
tion, where some game-changer work has
come from, including the behavioral crisis
response program.”

WHAT’S NEXT

The budget will next go to the coun-
cil’s budget committee for review and
hearings. There will be 13 meetings cov-
ering department level budgets that will
be televised, available online and open to
the public in the city hall council cham-
bers. There will be three public hearings
where any member of the public may ad-
dress the council. They are scheduled for
Oct. 25, Nov. 1, and Dec. 5. Two meetings,
called budget “mark-up” meetings will be
held (Nov. 30 and Dec. 1) where council
members may propose and vote on bud-
get amendments.

“In the coming weeks, I will be diving
deeper into the mayor’s 2024 recommended
budget and levy to ensure that is meets my
budget priorities, and the city of Minneapo-
lis’s budget priorities,” said Koski. “I welcome
any feedback from my neighbors, communi-
ties, neighborhood organizations, and more.
I welcome feedback at any of my upcoming
Ward 11 monthly meetings, or via call or
email, and the sooner the better so I have the
feedback well in advance of the budget com-
mittee’s mark-up meetings.” See www.minne-
apolismn.gov/government/budget/.

»1  REAL-LIFE STORIES

in telling the people’s history. She had al-
ready been gathering testimonials while
on a bike tour around the U.S. perimeter
and was in the process of compiling them
for a book about her journey (“Allegiance
to Winds and Waters: Bicycling the Polit-
ical Divides of the United States,” 2022).
Fascinated by how geography and history
both shape and are shaped by the people,
she found herself wondering whether she
had a right to say anything about places
she’d been in for only 24 or 36 hours.

For that matter, how well did she even
know the place where she lived? Minneap-
olis. She wanted to explore it with fresher
eyes.

In 2016, while teaching at Metro State
University, she had planned to meet with
a former student of hers, Kirk Washing-
ton Jr., to hear some of his life stories as a
prominent community member in North
Minneapolis. The day before they were to
meet, he was tragically killed in a car acci-
dent. A tremendous loss for the commu-
nity, his death instilled in her the impor-
tance of not waiting for the “right” time to
make these connections.

“If T have these questions and I real-
ly want to have these conversations that
are not like the kinds of conversations
you have on social media,” she reasoned,
“Then I should just start.”

And so she did.

And she began to see that people liv-
ing in the same place can have very differ-
ent experiences — and know little about
other people’s experiences.

16 BEFORE SHE SAW A LAKE IN ‘CITY OF LAKES’
One interviewee, Tammy Ortegon,
Minneapolis artist and hair stylist at Col-
orWheel Gallery (46th & Grand), said
even though Minneapolis is known as the
“City of Lakes,” Ortegon was 16 years old
before she even saw one. “When you live

Loring Park painting by T. Ortegon.

in Northeast Minneapolis and you don't
drive, you have to go pretty far to get to a
lake,” she told the Minneapolis Interview
Project.

This made Winkler-Morey think
about public access — who is invited, who
is not, and in what ways is public poli-
cy created that keeps people excluded.
Examples include which ball games are
allowed or not allowed (baseball, soccer
and football, for example, are racially and
class coded), whether there is bus access
to parks and if they have picnic facilities.
Recreation shapes and is shaped by the
people who live there.

LIVING HISTORY

The murder of George Floyd in 2020
personally impacted Winkler-Morey, who
lives 10 blocks from 38th and Chica-
go and as an activist has been involved
in protests before, during and after that
year. And it certainly impacted the project.
By then Winkler-Morey had interviewed
about 70 people, with whom she then re-
connected to see if they wanted to add
any reflections. Many did, and anyone in-
terviewed after that time was asked what

2020 was like for them.

But she wants to re-
mind people that things
don’t happen in a vacu-
um, something she was
aware of as a historian
and from doing those
earlier interviews.

“While [2020] was a
watershed moment, the
people have been strug-
gling in Minneapolis for
centuries,” she said. “So
it’s not the only thing
that’s fueling our need
to focus on this place.”

The murder of
Jamar Clark and the two

and a half-week occupation of the Fourth
Precinct police station in 2015 was on a
lot of people’s minds when she began the
project. She had spent a 12-hour day at
the Justice for Jamar Clark protest, and
one of the things she saw then, and again
in 2020, was the way in which people
found ways to be involved - to feed and
clothe each other, for example.

“I heard from people, the same kind
of thing that I heard from 2020, there was
this moment where if I was hungry, [ knew
where to go,” she said. Although it was on
a much larger scale in 2020, Winkler-Mo-
rey believes the protest for Jamar Clark
laid the groundwork for it. And the Occu-
py movement before that.

2020 was also a pivotal moment for
the Hennepin History Museum, who is
co-hosting the living history event and in
whose library the stories will be perma-
nently housed.

“2020 and all the events that followed
have been humbling for museum people
if they're paying attention,” said the muse-
um'’s executive director John Crippen. “In
2020 in particular, people were creating
art, they were expressing themselves and
creating this huge activist movement, and
they didn’t want it relegated or coopted by

traditional institutions. So we've had to be
very careful not to get in people’s way and
not to do things just ‘cause this is the way
we've always done it.”

Crippen spoke of the impetus and ur-
gency in some people’s minds to collect
the history as it's happening, but rather
than quickly store it away, he wanted to
come up with other ways to collaborate
and document current events. They've
worked with Memorialize the Movement,
who has saved the plywood art created
around town during the Uprising, and
with artist seangarrison on live paintings
in public spaces.

It's a balance to enable stories to be
out and talked about when they're most
relevant while properly preserving them
so they can be reused or even rediscovered
decades later.

“We play the current and the future
game all the time,” said Crippen. “We're
excited that there’s a chance for people 20,
30 years from now to come and rediscover
these anew and say, ‘Oh, wow. I'm glad
somebody was talking to these folks and
grabbing their stories, because now I can
get a perspective on that time that I didn't
live through or that I wanted some fresh
perspective on.”

For Winkler-Morey, it's especially im-
portant for people’s history to be taken up
by public sites like the Hennepin History
Museum.

“It's our responsibility to tell those
stories, because they will be erased other-
wise,” she said. “It’s all about access, right?
Access is everything.”

An Evening of Real-Life Stories about
Social Justice in Minneapolis will take
place Sept. 14, 6-8 p.m., at the Capri The-
ater (2207 West Broadway). The event is
free, but reservations (at hennepinhistory.
org) are required.

The Minneapolis Interview Project in-
terviews, with photos by Eric Mueller, are
available at turtleroad.org and @Minneap-
olisProject on Facebook.
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AFTER KANSAS NEWSPAPER RAID: GOOD PEOPLE SHOWING UP

In the aftermath of police
seizure of Kansas newspaper
computers, let's talk about
value of free press

If you're reading
this right now, we have
won. Every week, our
newspapers struggles to
cover local issues. We
are limited by staffing,
time and newsprint
space, and we strug-
gle to pay bills to keep
our circulation going.
We accept this burden.
What we are not con-
strained by, however,
is the government. The First Amendment
has protected the free press from the be-
ginning. Federal and state laws allow us
to keep our sources confidential, and we
keep local elected leaders and government
agencies in check.

When community members approach
us with news tips, we have the responsibil-
ity to verify the information. We then have
the legal and ethical duty to maintain the
confidentiality of sources. The police are
prohibited by the Constitution, federal
and state laws and various case laws from
using search warrants to raid news orga-
nizations to find out what dirty details we
have on someone or who provided it.

This should be a shorter column with
a historical review. Sadly, the role of the
small community newspaper was put to
the test this month in an obscure Mid-
western town. Police officers raided a
newsroom in Marion, Kan. (population
1,920) and seized every computer and
cell phone from the newspaper’s publish-
er and two staff members on duty. Police
read reporters their rights and demanded
answers to questions. What was the crime
these journalists were accused of commit-
ting? Verifying information. Well, the po-
lice claimed it was identity theft, but these
charges never saw light of day in a court
of law.

The details have all the makings of a
TV movie of the week. There’s the small-

By James C.

Pittman

Joan Meyer died of cardiac arrest Aug. 12, a day
after unconstitutional police raids on her home
and beloved newspaper, The Marion County
Record.

town police chief, Gideon Cody, who re-
cently came to Marion after working 24
years with Kansas City Police Department
in Missouri. Local businesswoman Kari
Newell was seeking a liquor license for
launching a new restaurant inside a histor-
ic hotel in Marion. Making the decisions
were the city council members, who have
a long history of in-fighting. Keeping all
these characters in check for the public
falls on the Marion County Record.

The Record, a weekly paper, has been
in print since 1869. Eric Meyer, a retired
metropolitan daily editor and journalism
professor, took over the business from his
parents, whose affiliation with the paper
started in 1948. Eric has written several
probing articles about local politics and
local business owners. At age 98, his
mother Joan (pronounced Joe-Ann) was
still fully alert and insisted that no one
could edit the copy on her weekly memo-
ries column.

The Record received a news tip that
Newell had been driving on a suspend-
ed license since being convicted of drunk
driving in 2008. This was newsworthy be-
cause Newell was waiting for the Marion
city council to approve her new restau-
rant’s liquor license. Negative informa-
tion about her past could have affected
the local council members’ decisions. A
source sent the Record and the vice-mayor
a screenshot from a police database that
revealed Newell’s negative driving record.

Cody’s background was also being
probed by the Record, whose reporters
wanted to know why he came to Mari-
on for a chief job that paid nearly half
of what he earned as a captain in Kansas
City. The Record was stonewalled by the
higher KCPD echelon who refused to re-
lease Cody’s personnel file.

Eric Meyer practiced responsible jour-
nalism by attempting to verify the news
tips. Cody refused to confirm to Meyer
why he left KCPD so abruptly. Meyer
discussed Newell’s alcohol-related driv-
er’s license suspension with Cody. Meyer
then told Cody that the Record newspaper
staff had verified Newell’s driving record
on an internet database operated by the
state. Cody said nothing about Newell but
threatened to sue if the Record published
anything about his tenure at KCPD. Meyer
chose not to publish either story on Cody
or Newell.

Within a few days, Cody and his po-
lice force (whose roster would barely form
a baseball team) stormed the Record office
with a search warrant that gave them the
authority to search every byte of data stor-
age. Cody’s cops and local deputies also
raided the vice-mayor’s house, believing
that she was a co-conspirator in spread-
ing negative information about Newell.
The final target of the police raid was the
home that Eric shared with his mother.
Joan hurled obscenities at the officers and
local deputies and charged them with her
metal walker as she demanded they leave
her house. The cops ignored her as they
seized computers and photographed per-
sonal papers.

The next day, Joan asked Eric, “Where
are all the good people who are supposed
to stop this?” A few moments later, Joan
was gone. The coroner ruled her death a
sudden coronary attack, possibly related
to stress.

Good people did arrive for Joan and
her family. The county attorney in Mari-
on (whose brother owns the hotel where
Newell’s restaurant operates) quashed
the warrants. The Record still made it to
press even without their computers, which
were returned a week later. The Kansas
City Star used their legal clout to obtain
Cody'’s personnel file, which revealed he

retired early from KCPD to avoid being
demoted to sergeant over sexual harass-
ment complaints. Thousands of people
nationwide have subscribed to the Record,
tripling their subscription base. The Kan-
sas governor sent the Kansas Bureau of
Investigation to probe the police inquiries.
The state has since announced that the
database the Record used is open to the
public and that no crime was committed.
Good people, government and press alike,
stood up to right this wrong. Lawsuits by
the Record are pending.

In the end, Cody’s secrets were uncov-
ered by the press. That's what journalists
do. We hold local leaders and decision
makers responsible by asking questions
and verifying the information we print. It's
what the Marion County Record has been
doing since 1869 and what Joan Meyer
spent her last breath defending.

Her photo should hang in every news-
room in America as a blessing to journal-
ists and a warning to cops who should
dare try such a raid again in our lifetimes.

James C. Pittman started his newspa-
per career in Minnesota, and has
worked in law enforcement since 2002.
He is a graduate of Bethel University, served in
the U.S. Air Force, and currently works for a large
municipal police agency.

SUPPORT THE COMMUNITY NEWS &
SMALL BUSINESS SUPPORT ACT

¢ Introduced by Congresswoman Claudia
Tenney (NY-24) and Congresswoman Suzan
DelBene (WA-1), both members of the Ways
and Means Committee.

» Makes refundable tax credits available to
local newspapers of up to $25,000 per
journalist in the first year and up to $15,000
per journalist in the next four years.

» Makes non-refundable tax credits avail-
able to local businesses that advertise with
local newspapers of up to $5,000 in the first
year and $2,500 in the next four years.

CALLING ALL LIFELONG LEARNERS BACK TO SCHOOL

Educators need more help
so every student can have an
opportunity to succeed.

Learn something
new every day. This
isn’t a new concept.
Many smart people
have espoused the vir-
tues of learning.

“Education be-
gins at the level of the
learner,” said Aristotle,
who believed educa-
tion was the key to the
whole development of
a person and the primary path to living a
full life and becoming a satisfied human
being.

Ralph Waldo Emerson said, “Knowl-

An Ella Baker student and her mom working
together in class.

edge is when you learn something new

every day. Wisdom is when you let some-
thing go every day.”

Martha Stewart agreed: “If you learn
something new every day, you can teach
something new every day.”

Besides the philosophical and prac-
tical benefits of learning, there also is a
health benefit. According to Vox:

“Learning changes the brain: Existing
bonds between neurons - nerve cells that
send messages signaling everything from
breathing to thinking - are strengthened;
new pathways between neurons are de-
veloped. Repeated exposure to an activity,
like knitting or driving a car, strengthens
these connections, and thus, we learn.
Over time, recalling these skills or mem-
ories becomes easier. As we get older and
are no longer exposed to organized class-
room settings, acquiring fresh knowledge
holds value. Studies have suggested that
learning later in life may preserve cogni-
tive function - which refers to the ability

to acquire knowledge, reason, and manip-
ulate information - and those who have
completed college had higher levels of
cognitive function in their 50s than those
who did not.” “I think you can broadly
say,” says Hadley Bergstrom, an associate
professor of psychological science at Vas-
sar College, “that new learning over long
periods of time is likely going to improve
cognition as you age.”

I learned something new the other
day talking to my friend Holly Kleppe, the
principal at Ella Baker School in Minne-
apolis. Holly told me Ella Baker had some
open teaching and staff positions to fill for
the 2023-24 school year. She added that
over 50,000 teachers and educational staff
across the United States had left the pro-
fession in 2023.

Zoom out a little farther, and over
500,000 public school teachers and other
education-related staff have quit their jobs
since 2020. The resignations - a
result of teachers feeling stressed >
and burned out - peaked after the
start of the COVID-19 pandemic, 9
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IT WAS FANTASTIC. YOU SHOULD GO, TOO.

TEAMING UP FOR GOOD

I cannot recall
in my lifetime hav-
ing more instances of
friends telling me: “You
have to go see the Walk-
er Exhibit.” Word on
the street was, “Oh my
god, it's fantastic.” And
I noticed that almost ev-
eryone I talked to were
not inclined to be more articulate about
what it was they loved. It was just, “I loved
it. It was fantastic.”

[ am not at all plugged in to the “Art
Scene.” But I have seen great art, and I've
seen great shows at Walker: Warhol, the
Calder mobiles, the incredible Rothko
show in 1978.

And, wow - Yes - Pacita Abad did not
disappoint.

Four of us went. Three of us loved
it. The one who didn't said this to me: “I
don't get it.” And yes, a lot of Pacita’s work
is abstract, as in “nothing but color.”

Some of the other work is almost “on
the nose,"with vivid and clear political
statements. Some of the work is represen-
tational in other ways. For instance, there
are two distinct series of masks. One series
depicting seven distinct indigenous cultur-
al lands. The other is like a beam of light
blasting from the wall - two “painted mo-
saics” of the most brilliant color and geo-
metrical design.

I imagined what it would be like to be
in a square room with two of those on each
wall. It would be LOUD with energy. You
could clear your mind in a room like that.
Or, bombard it... [ was reminded of my first

By Larry

LaVercombe

A painting by Diane Mach. Her work is on exhibit at Jones Coffee at Upton and 43rd.

experience in the Jackson Pollock room at
MOMA. Some people walk in and walk
right back out. I like to walk in and revel in
the volume of the room, the intensity com-
ing at me from every direction.

But while Pollock is wild and “uncon-
trolled,” Pacita is focused and meticulous.
Sewn into her paintings might be tiny pink
shells that form the pattern on a blanket.
Or, what look to be orange draperies are
actually tiny painted yellow and red dia-
monds. The vibrating masks, when you get
up close, have “pointillistic” elements, geo-
metrically intricate, like Mia’s Tibetan Sand
Painting.

You get up close to what looks like
stone mosaic... and it turns out to be fabric.

One of my favorite pieces appears
about halfway through the exhibit. Titled
“Cross-cultural Dressing,” it depicts three
women from other cultures, and on the
far right, is the American. What we have
to distinguish ours... is not the hair, nor
the shape or color of the outfit, not the cut
of the outfit, not the style. Rather what we
have is the Nike shoes and the Revlon hair
and the Corporate names over every aspect
of ourselves. The painting sometimes reads
like one of those test questions from ele-
mentary school: “Which of these does not
belong with the others?”

It's both on-the-nose and profound.

Was she ahead of her time?

This painting is from 1993. Pacita
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Abad died in 2004. And I'm sorry to say...
the exhibit just closed last week...

UPPING THE VIBE AGAIN

I wrote a couple months ago about the
Jones Coffee / Linden Hills House of Music
collaboration which brings local live acous-
tic music to the Jones locations on Xerxes
and in the village. Now Jones is upping
the vibe again with two single-artist, gal-
lery-style shows in his two locations.

At 50th and Xerxes is a collection of
“torn paper assemblages” by artist Neysa
Winterer. Like Abad’s work, these land-
scapes and still-lives sometimes look like
Impressionist paintings, but they are in-
stead made of carefully constructed layers
of torn paper. Using a rich and varied pal-
ette of complementary patterns and colors,
the artist creates images that are both re-
flective and compelling, both flat and deep.
You are almost asked to think... to reflect...
on how the artist had to work to make
these. The form itself is contemplative.

The Upton and 43rd Jones Coffee in
the village is hosting the premiere pub-
lic showing of the work of Diane Mach.
She began painting six years ago “en plein
air” with oils, but recently started working
in acrylics, making abstracts and abstract
landscapes with textures and scrapes em-
bedded in the canvas. Her palette is wide as
a color wheel, and there’s both subtle and
assertive balance in her work.

I recommend you go see them!

Before they disappear.

Larry LaVercombe is a writer, filmmaker,

and activist, born in Detroit and arrived in

Minneapolisin1975. He lived in a treehouse
in San Diego before getting an MFA from the USC
Film School. He writes most days, and as Team Larry
he has been selling residential real estate in Minne-
apolis for 26 years.
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BACK TO SCHOOL

then decreased, but they are on the rise
again. The teacher shortage was a prob-
lem. Now it's becoming a bigger problem
as districts struggle to hire new teachers
and some current teachers say they are
likely to quit and find a new job in the
next two years.

A lack of teachers has a direct impact
on the learning potential and growth op-
portunities for students.

A few days after talking with Holly,
I learned something else from my friend
Adriana Cerrillo, a director with the Min-
neapolis Board of Education and caregiver
(aunt) of an eighth-grade student at Ella
Baker. Adriana told me many young Ella
Baker students in fourth grade and young-
er are reading below grade level.

This isn’t just a local issue. According
to the National Assessment of Educational
Progress (NAEP), more than two-thirds
(68 percent) of U.S. fourth graders are not
proficient in reading. It's become a nation-
al priority with a public health objective
to increase fourth-grade reading proficien-
cy by 2030.

There’s a reason for the urgency. As
the Annie E. Casey Foundation reports,
fourth grade marks a critical transition
year when kids go from learning to read to
reading to learn other subjects in school.
Children who reach fourth grade unable
to read well are more likely to drop out of
high school. Not graduating reduces their
earnings potential and chances for success.
Kids with poor reading skills are also more
likely to engage in high-risk behavior dur-
ing adolescence.

It's hard to learn when you can’t read.
To address this problem and help students
increase their reading skills, we are starting
a reading volunteer program at Ella Baker
School with the LHENA Volunteer Net-
work (LVN) of the Lowry Hill East Neigh-
borhood Association. Reading volunteers
will come to Ella Baker and read to K-3rd
graders. It's a start, but many students are
also behind in math, another critical sub-
ject.

Times have changed. So we need to
change with the times. Teachers and par-
ents need more help to educate students
than in the past. The community can pro-
vide that help and support schools and
youth development programs.

One of those programs is Career and
Technical Education (CTE), a national
academic program that prepares learners

for their future. The Minneapolis CTE is
led by Michael Luseni and available to all
10-12 grade MPS students interested in
earning college credit or receiving job cer-
tifications for free.

Adriana connected Michael and me.
Together, we plan to explore a partnership
with our community solutions program to
increase meaningful employment oppor-
tunities for youth.

It's easier to succeed when you know
how to learn.

Eric Ortiz lives in the Wedge with his
family. When he’s not community build-
ing, he’s the head of content and strategy
for Big Edition and writes bilingual children’s
books with his kids. Their first book, “How the
Zookalex Saved the Village,” is available in English
and Spanish.
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DESTIGMATIZING MENTAL HEALTH CONVERSATIONS

By Jessica
Torres Estrada

To engage broader com-
munities and understand their experience
surrounding mental health stigma, we
connected with Cultural Brokers from Wa-
tercourse Counseling Center (WCC) and
the Somali American Parent Association
(SAPA). Cultural Brokers act as a bridge
between the community and service pro-
viders. Offering a unique perspective, they
help provide contextual insights. Dr. Saida
Adbi, PhD, MSW, LICSW, CIRCLE Proj-
ect Director and Assistant Professor at the
University of Minnesota School of Social
Work, emphasizes the role of Cultural
Brokers in facilitating this understanding.

Cultural Brokers Ayan Abdullahi,
Anisa Ali, Kubra Bashari, and Zahra Wahi-
dy shared their unique experiences in a se-
ries of interviews shared below. We invite
you to listen as these Somali and Afghan
women share their own experience with
stigma, how we can show support, and
bring awareness to mental health.

AT THE GENERATIONAL DIVIDE AND PREVALENT
STIGMA

The complexity between different
generations is expressed by each cultur-
al broker, explaining that the stigma sur-
rounding mental health is more prevalent
in the older generation, but the younger
generation is much more likely to talk or
want to talk about mental health.

Ayan Abdullahi, a cultural broker
at WCC, explains the reluctance in shar-
ing mental health struggles among fam-
ilies, often due to cultural perceptions.
She notes that discussions about mental
health are often dichotomized - seen as
either extremely bad or unmanageable.
Older generations primarily focused on
survival during times of war. Abdullahi
went on, “What you would hear is ‘we
went through so many challenges, how
can you have problems now that you're
here? We went through war, famine, and
so on. And so the way mental health is
discussed is, ‘it's not something that af-
fects us’ but there’s empathy and sympa-

thy for other people that are affected by
it.”

As the cultural brokers shared, there’s
a disconnect between the two generations.
This contrasts between the younger gener-
ation’s opportunity for introspection and
self-awareness. Zahra Wahidy, another cul-
tural broker at WCC, notes a guarded ap-
proach to discussing mental health with
her parents, But, “I am open to talk about
mental health with my siblings - I think
they are a little more open to that.”

Additionally, there is a general misun-
derstanding on what mental health means
between the generations, which is why the
stigma unfortunately continues to course
through the community. One thing is cer-
tain: the younger generation is not back-
ing down on continuing the conversation
and encouraging the community to talk to
each other about mental health.

GENERATIONAL TRAUMA AND ITS IMPACT

Generational trauma is at the fore-
front of discussions surrounding mental
health. Generational trauma is when diffi-
cult and challenging events happen to our
parents, grandparents, or ancestors and
can be passed down to younger genera-
tions unintentionally. Talking about it and
supporting each other can help everyone
learn to heal together.

Anisa Ali, a cultural broker at SAPA,
reflected on how families often attempt to
shield their children from their past trau-
ma while unknowingly passing on gen-
erational trauma. “I think education in
the area of how people respond to trau-

ma-generational trauma. And how that
affects babies, kids, teenagers — how that
shows up differently in the life cycle of the
human being,” shared Ali. “I think that is
very important in making that connection
on what that means.”

The cultural brokers have highlighted
some ways to support the community, fos-
ter understanding and address the stigma
associated with mental health in the com-
munity.

WHAT SUPPORTING COMMUNITY CAN LOOK LIKE

The cultural brokers shared different
ways that we can support their communi-
ties in addressing the stigma around men-
tal health, dismantling barriers, and spark-
ing conversations. They expressed how
barriers in language and understanding
can stifle discussions surrounding mental
health. In order to open discussions, there
must first be an understanding of what
mental health means.

Zahra Wahidy noted, “Trauma is
something that maybe makes sense in En-
glish - but in my community when you
are talking about trauma... they don’t
have any idea about trauma. ‘What is
trauma?’ Even if we translate it in our lan-
guage - it does not make sense for us.”

The English words we use can be a
barrier in opening conversations. Men-
tal health organizations and practitioners
serving English Language Learners need to
add an intersectional lens to their commu-
nications. A way to do that is to remember
that the English words used are not always
easily translated or understood in the na-

This column is sponsored by Watercourse Counseling Center, a nonprofit that
strengthens our community by supporting people in the journey toward emotional
well-being. We are a diverse, multilingual team of clinicians that provide mental health
services and manage school-based clinics at 16 schools in Minneapolis. Watercourse is
located at 3548 Bryant Ave. S. This project is supported by the Minneapolis Health De-
partment with Statewide Health Improvement Partnership funding, the Minnesota De-
partment of Health. Read more in this series at watercoursecounseling.org.

ship

statewide health
|mprovement partnership
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Cultural Brokers address
mental health stigma,
support our communities
by fostering deeper
conversations and exploring
perspectives

tive language of the individual. Using sim-
ple language, defining the English word
in different ways (for example, listing the
different symptoms), or using different
words that are already in the individual's
native language are some things that can
help create understanding surrounding
mental health. This also includes provid-
ing information and resources in other
mediums other than written. Other times,
information is better received and un-
derstood through verbal means because
“not everybody can read the language,” as
shared by Ali.

Ali continued, “The stigma will never
go away to some extent because it's so em-
bedded in our culture. But the more peo-
ple talk about it, the more they don’t get a
harsh reaction.”

Providing a safe and comfortable en-
vironment for people to build connec-
tions and openly discuss mental health
is integral in minimizing the stigma. The
cultural brokers expressed that there is
positive change happening in the commu-
nity, including the religious community,
and it all starts with having open discus-
sions with one another.

“Much more religious or faith com-
munities are getting involved in letting
people know ‘you need to seek help,” said
Ali. “People are making that connection
- that you can go seek mental health and
still do your prayer and trust in God. It is
very hard to admit that you are struggling
mentally because there is a sense of vul-
nerability that comes with it.”

Thank you to our cultural brokers for
sharing their perspectives and for their
continued work within the community.
Discussions on minimizing the stigma
around mental health are continuous, and
we look forward to working together for
our collective healing.

Quotes have been edited for clarity and
length.
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»1. PARKMURALS

tion of visual artists,” Carrie Christensen
said.

Christensen, a Saint Paul resident, is
a senior planner for Minneapolis Parks
and Recreation Board with a background
in urban planning, landscape architec-
ture, strategic planning and more. Her role
with Minneapolis Parks and Rec has al-
lowed her to use her previous experience
in her current position. Christensen leads
the comprehensive planning process for
the Parks for All initiative. The project is
a collaboration between the Minneapolis
Parks and Recreation planning division
that works with policy, and the paint shop
that focuses on park maintenance.

“This is a really fun partnership for us
where we both identify that there is a need
in our system for maintaining clean and
well-managed park infrastructure,” Chris-
tensen said.

Artists were chosen, in part, based
on their prior experience creating murals.
They were paired with parks based on
their connectedness to the goals and their
familiarity with the park. The nine goals
for the Parks for All project are to be in
effect for the next 15 years. Christensen
explained that it's important for the park
board to support artists that are a part of
or have close connections to the commu-
nities by funding their work.

“I have a deep belief in the power of
arts and artist storytelling in helping en-
gage community in civic space making,”
Christensen said.

Once painted, the board’s paint shop
is responsible for mural upkeep. As tag-
ging and vandalism are a concern, the
paint shop takes measures to preserve the
artwork by painting protective coatings
on the murals that make it easier to wash
away damage, touch up paint chipping,
and clean as needed.

“Basically the artists install the mu-
rals, and we'll take it from there and care
for the murals,” Christensen said.

ARTIST JACQUI ROSENBUSH

Artist Jacqui Rosenbush, a Blooming-
ton resident, is the chair of the city’s Cre-
ative Place Making Commission. Rosen-
bush is a painter and has worked on over
35 murals, many of which she created
during her time working with GoodSpace
Murals. She also works with the non-profit
performing arts circus school for youth,
Circus Juventas, creating artistic pieces for
their productions.

“I really love design on an epic scale
and how we experience spaces, so that
drives a lot of the kinds of work that I
do and murals are a part of that scope,”
Rosenbush said.

Rosenbush has a bachelor’s degree in
studio art from the University of Minneso-
ta. She has a background in sculptural art,
and is captivated by the immersive experi-
ence of sculptural art. She spent nine years
working with Greta McLain and Good-
Space Murals, and has been an indepen-

dent artist for two years.

“Its been a lifelong pursuit and I'm
sure it'l] keep going for my whole life,”
Rosenbush said.

For the Parks for All Mural Project,
Rosenbush was assigned goal number
four - “Work from our strengths and de-
termine our role in partnerships” - at the
Lake Harriet trolley tunnel. Rosenbush'’s
project specifically highlighted the man-
agement of water quality. She expressed
that this goal encompassed the role of the
relationship between people and nature
in managing water quality. During design
preparation, she researched water quality
control, and included lily pads and cattails
in her mural after discovering the large
role they play in filtering water.

“I wanted to look at those two things,
water quality and relationship through the
lens of leveraging a natural relationship
that we can use to foster better care of the
water,” Rosenbush said.

Her favorite artist is sculptor Andy
Goldworthy because he creates temporary
art with materials found in nature. In her
work with Circus Juventas, Rosenbush gets
to practice this style of temporary art, as
her work is used during a season of per-
formances, then removed. Nature is a large
aspect of the artist’s work, which influenc-
es her impressionistic and expressionistic
painting style. She enjoys painting murals
because of how large the work is and its

Artists Kao Lee Thao and Ash Kubesh work on a
mural at Boom Island Park that fills two sides of a
concrete wall near the river. Thao painted a
woman on one side of the mural wall. “Over there
she symbolizes mother nature and earth,” Thao
said. “When you see a woman in my pieces, it’s
like she’s a storyteller. Like she’s telling a story
about the importance of water and parks and
nature.” She described how in Hmong culture,
women often hand stitch their clothing and
costumes. The woman Thao painted in bright
colors on the mural, is inspired by and in honor of
Hmong women. (Photos by Talia McWright)

attachment to the location.

“I really enjoy tunnels because they're
such transitional spaces, and they're usu-
ally a space that’s a bit dark so I love to
come in and bring a brightness to it,”
Rosenbush said. “My favorite part of the
design process is thinking about how
someone will experience the whole thing.”

Rosenbush has worked on many com-
munity-oriented projects in the past. She
explained that she enjoys working on proj-
ects that involve community members,
and allow people to experience art in a
personal way. Her work is connected to
her spiritual life and belief in God, and
she is excited to partake in something larg-
er than herself.

“Its [art] become the most true thing
that I've done in my life,” Rosenbush said.
“It's so connected to who I am that it’s just
an outpouring of me. It feels very authen-
tic and alive and exciting to really harness
the power of being an artist.”

ARTISTS KAO LEE THAO AND ASH KUBESH

Thao and Kubesh have worked togeth-
er since 2003. The two started a 3D ani-
mation studio, Folklore Studio, in 2004.
Together they have worked on over eight
murals. Kubesh is a technical artist with
a background in ceramics. He combines
both ceramics and technology in his work
with Folklore Studio. Thao works often

WWW.SWCONNECTOR.COM

AMURAL PROJECT REFLECTING
9 PARK GOALS

* Goal 1: Foster belonging and equity
Artist: Aaron Johnson-Ortiz at Powder-
horn Park restroom building

* Goal 2: Steward a continuum of nature
and recreation
Artist: Jacob Dwyer at Franklin Steele
Square park building

* Goal 3: Provide core services with care
Artist: Melodee Strong at Cleveland Park
restroom building

* Goal 4: Work from our strengths and
determine our role in partnerships
Artist: Jacqui Rosenbush
Location: Lake Harriet trolley tunnel

* Goal 5: Expand focus on health equity
Artist: Constanza Carballo at Van Cleve
Park pump house

* Goal 6: Strengthen ecological
connections
Artist: Thomasina TopBear at Bde Maka
Ska Parkway wall

* Goal 7: Connect through communications
and technology
Artist: Kao Lee Thao at Boom Island river
wall

* Goal 8: Cultivate a thriving workforce
Artist: Rock Martinez at Windom NE Park
warming room

* Goal 9: Operate a financially sustainable
enterprise
Artist: Xena Goldman at West River Park-
way retaining wall

with watercolor art which she describes
as loose and fluid. Over the many years of
working together, the two said that they
have each learned different sets of skills
from one another. They agreed that they
both support their individual and collec-
tive artistic goals, and that working as a
team has made it easier to keep going.

Thao was assigned goal number seven
- connect through communication and
technology - on the Boom Island river
wall. As an animator, Thao felt excited
to work on this goal as it combined her
passion for fine arts and technology. After
finishing the mural, she plans to add aug-
mented reality (AR) components to the
piece, making the painting an interactive
experience.

“I try to connect community with
technology because AR is the future right
now,” Thao said.

Much of her inspiration for the mural
comes from her Hmong heritage. She
explained that in Hmong culture, water
holds significance as many believe that
dragons may lurk in open bodies of water.
To change the fearful narrative, Thao
painted a dragon that is meant to be play-
ful and inviting. She also expressed that
the mural symbolized a journey for many
Hmong people who had to cross
the Mekong river due to the Viet- >
nam war, and those who came to 9
America and changed their views

Open Weekends Aug 19 - Oct 1
Plus Labor Day Monday, September 4th
& Festival Friday, September 29th
9am - 7pm - Rain or Shine
Park & Ride Recommended

Prepaid Parking Passes Required for Onsite Parking
See Website for More Information

952.445.7361 + RenaissanceFest.com

TAKE ONE
FOR A SPIN

4534 Nicollet Ave. S.
Minneapolis MN

(612) 822-0613

roadrunner@landspeedrecords.com
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WASHBURN HIGH SCHOOL BAND FROM 1970S REUNITES

Billy McLaughlin and the
Paradox come together at the
Parkway Theater with special
guests on Sept. 24

Acclaimed artist and composer Billy
McLaughin’s first band at Washburn High
School (WHS) in south Minneapolis, an
11-piece group - counting the roadies --
called Paradox, with a gifted female singer
(okay, she really went to Southwest High),
had a lot stacked against it in the mid-70's.
First, they were too young and had to sneak
into play in clubs and bars. Second, there
was another older, hard rock band in the
cities also called Paradox knockin” down
gigs all over town. Third, agents like Marsh
Edelstein and the guys at GMA kept book-
ing them at high school dances out of the
metro.

That didn't prevent them though from
getting an unsolicited critique from Robert
Hilburn, who went on to become one of
the nation’s most revered rock critics at The
Los Angeles Times! Read on to learn more.

On Sept. 24, 2023, Billy’s Paradox
band is getting back together at The Park-
way Theater for a one-night-only reunion
show that will transport you back 45 years
or so in what promises to be an evening of
late 70’s nostalgia with at least 5 original
members, including the band’s terrific sing-
er, Karen Pedersen.

Paradox’s core included Washburn's
McLaughlin, PJ Letofsky, Dan Cross, Bruce
Bailey, the late Dave Pedersen, John Doyle
and others from WHS. The talented band
members went off on various paths - see
below -- but this show reunites many orig-
inal members playing a wide-ranging reper-
toire, from rock to new wave to R&B music
from 1978 through 1980. Special guests
include Randy Casey, John Hartley, Todd
Bergum and members of the Belfast Cow-
boys horn section led by Tim Martin.

“It's pretty bizarre that Robert Hilburn
even knew about us, but PJ’s father Irv Le-
tofsky was the LA Times Sunday Calendar
Editor, and Hilburn’s boss. Irv was in town
for PJ’s graduation, and Hilburn for the
opening of Bruce Springsteen’s ‘Darkness

Paradox - 11-pieces strong initially — pose on a south Minneapolis rooftop in the 70s with their roadies.

(Photo submited)

The 5-piece version of Paradox (left to right): Sheldon Sorenson, PJ Letofsky, Karen Pedersen, the late

John Doyle and Billy McLaughlin. (Photo submited)

on the Edge of
Town’ tour,” Mc-
Laughlin recalls.
“So, we played
in PJ’s garage for
the graduation
party, and they
were there. After
that, Hilburn
brought most of
the band to the
Springsteen show
-- 10th row!.”
“What he
told me was that
you guys know

Let'sanswer the
question of what to do
next after your 40th
high school reunion
has come and gone?
Get the band back
together and rock out
an awesome show
ina great theater in

your high school ;‘83’ ;szlfl’;w
?ﬁ‘ggbokrhoo‘q_ to do original
€ Farkway! music,” PJ said.

“Hilburn was my
buddy. He gave
me my first Sex
Pistols record, snuck me into the Whisky A
Go Go to see Blondie’s first LA appearance
when I was visiting dad in LA! And many
more when I went to college there that next
year.”

Billy McLaughlin

WHERE ARE THEY NOW?

* Billy Mac is still keeping the dream
alive, doing over 100 dates a year still!

* PJis making documentary filmsin LA.

* Karen Pedersen has been singing
every day while pursuing business and
raising a family in British Columbia,
“But I still call Minnesota my home!”

 Dan Cross is a Professor at Southwest-
ern lllinois College teaching filmin
Belleville, lII.

* Even the roadies have achieved fame:
Matt Larson was Prince’s Road Manager
for many years, and now is working with
Billie Eilish.

o Larry Case is still working as guitar
tech for Billy, The Suburbs, The Jay-
hawks, Helmet and many others.

»1 PARKS MURALS

and beliefs since living in the country. Her
intent with the mural was both to repre-
sent and validate these experiences.

“It’s a reminder that nature is so
important,” Thao said. “I think we for-
get about that because we're so attached
to our technology and social media, but
being out in nature is really important.”

The mural is painted with bright col-
ors of teal and green, pink and orange.
For Thao, the colors aren’t only vibrant
because they're her favorite colors, but be-
cause they represent the diversity of the
communities she lives and works in.

“I paint with vibrant colors because it
speaks to people of color,” Thao said.

Thao also painted a woman on one
side of the mural wall. She described how
in Hmong culture, women often hand
stitch their clothing and costumes. The
woman Thao painted in bright colors on
the mural, is inspired by and in honor of
Hmong women.

“Over there she symbolizes moth-
er nature and earth,” Thao said looking
at the woman she painted on the mural.
“When you see a woman in my pieces, it's
like she’s a storyteller. Like she’s telling a
story about the importance of water and
parks and nature.”

The Parks for All Mural Project is set
to be completed in the fall. Minneapo-
lis Parks and Recreation Board plans to
have an unveiling celebration once all the
murals are finished, which they will an-
nounce on their website

LYNDALE AVE SOUTH
RECONSTRUCTION

Designing a safer road for all

Hennepin County is working to build
a Lyndale Avenue for today and tomorrow.
The county is partnering with the city of
Minneapolis, Metro Transit and others to
continue improving safety for all users on
Lyndale Avenue South (County Road 22)
between Franklin Avenue (County Road 5)
and 31st Street.

In July 2022, a new three-lane road
configuration was implemented on this
stretch of Lyndale Avenue South as part
of a pilot project. Initial traffic data and

NEXT DEADLINE: Monday, Sept. 11|

feedback from people along the corridor is
generally supportive of the change.

Through the fall of 2025, the coun-
ty will be taking lessons learned from the
pilot and finalizing the plan to rebuild this
more than 50-year-old portion of Lyndale
Avenue South. The 2026 reconstruction
will include new streetlights, curbs, signals,
sidewalks, pavement, underground utility
work, and more.

BE PART OF THE PLANNING PROCESS

The county is looking for community
feedback on the vision for the future of
Lyndale Avenue. Visit BeHeardHennepin.
org/Lyndale-Avenue, the project webpage,
to take a five-minute survey and sign up to
receive project update emails.

PUBLICATION: Thursday, Sept. 21

Looks Who's No. 1

for informing about candidates
for public office

1. Community Newspapers
2. Network TV News
3. Cable TV News
4. Talk Radio

* National Newspaper Association Survey

Leaf

152

YOUR ENTIRE
PURC *
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Filter

GUTTER
PROTECTION

CLOG-FREE GUTTERS

FOREVER

EXCLUSIVE LIMITED TIME OFFER! @

+102%+ 0%

SENIORS &
HASE' MILITARY!

Promo Code: 285

CALL US TODAY FOR
A FREE ESTIMATE

1-855-577-1268

APR FOR
24 MONTHS**

by ANDERSEN

FULLSERVICE WINDOW & DOOR REPLACEMENT

® 855-502-6514

Mon-Thurs: 8am-11pm, Fri-Sat: 8am-5pm,

FREE GUTTER ALIGNMENT + FREE GUTTER CLEANING* Sun: 2pm-8pm EST

**Wells Fargo Home Projects credit card is issued by Wells Fargo Bank, N.A., an Equal Housing Lender. Special terms for 24 mo. apply to qualifying
purchases of $1,000 or more with approved credit. Minimum monthly payments will not pay off balance before end of promotional period. APR
for new purchases is 28.99%. Effective - 01/01/2023 - subject to change. Call 1-800-431-5921 for complete details.2The leading consumer reporting
agency conducted a 16 month outdoor test of gutter guards in 2010 and recognized LeafFilter as the “#1 rated professionally installed gutter
guard system in America.” *For those who qualify. One coupon per household. No obligation estimate valid for 1 year. Offer valid at time of
estimate only. See Representative for full warranty details. Manufactured in Plainwell, Michigan and processed at LMTMercer Group in Ohio.
AR #0366920922, CA #1035795, CT #HIC.0649905, FL #CBC056678, IA #C127230, ID #RCE-51604, LA #559544, MA #176447, MD #MHIC148329,
MI # 2102212986, #262000022, #262000403, #2106212946, MN #IR731804, MT #226192, ND 47304, NE #50145-22, N) #13VH09953900, NM
#408693, NV #0086990, NY #H-19114, H-52229, OR #218294, PA #PA069383, Rl #GC-41354, TN #7656, UT #10783658-5501, VA #2705169445, WA
#LEAFFNW822JZ, WV #WV056912.
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RIGHT TO VOTE RESTORED TO 55,000 PAROLED FELONS

On March 3, 2023 Governor Tim Walz
signed into law legislation that restores
the vote to more than 55,000 formerly
incarcerated Minnesotans. In the largest
expansion of voting since 18-year-olds
won the right to vote in 1972, Minneso-
ta joins 22 other states to give felons their
voting rights, once they have completed
their prison term. Previously anyone serv-
ing on probation or parole had to finish
that extended sentence before voting rights
were restored. Walz called this “a good day
for democracy. We're a country of second
chances... and the idea of not allowing
those voices to have a say in the very gov-
erning of the communities they live in is
simply unacceptable.”

After two decades of advocacy, a large
coalition of groups sued the state for this
constitutional right under the principle of
no taxation without representation. One
of the plaintiffs, Jennifer Schroeder, had
served one year for a felony drug charge
- but was given a 40 year probational sen-
tence on her release. The language in the
lawsuit pointed out that “the plaintiffs have
been deemed safe to live in their commu-
nities where they raise their children, con-
tribute to Minnesota’s economic, cultural,
religious, civic and political life, and pay
taxes... but Minnesota denies plaintiffs
an essential indicium of citizenship, the
right to vote.” The Supreme Court ruled
against the plaintiffs saying the law didn't
violate the state’s Constitution and sent it
back to the legislature. In response, Senator
Bobby Joe Champion (DFL-Minneapolis)
and Representative Cedrick Frazier (DFL-
New Hope) sponsored the Restore the Vote
Act which successfully passed. Secretary
of State Steve Simon is working with the
Department of Corrections to spread the
word about this new voting right. The bill

requires that a written notice and a voter
registration application be given to each of
these individuals on their release from pris-
on, and to alert them, that as of July 1 they
could register to vote in this year’s elections.

Why is this act so important?

According to the organization, Nation-
al Voter Registration Day, felony disenfran-
chisement disproportionately represents
Black, Latino, and Indigenous residents
who are already overrepresented in the
criminal justice system. It has played a role
in disengaging future generations, as chil-
dren are more likely to vote if their parents
do. “People who are prohibited from vot-
ing, they have to pay their taxes, they have
to obey all the laws... but they don't have
any choice in who represents them” said
Attorney General Keith Ellison. “Now they
do.”

A recent commentary article in the
Minnesota Reformer points out that re-
storing the vote will make Minnesota safer.
“Many victims and survivors of violence
want to disrupt the ongoing cycle of harm,
punishment and isolation.” Having been
“locked out of democracy...studies show
that having the right to vote immediately
after incarceration improves public safety.
Community engagement can reduce future

MEET CANDIDATES AT UPCOMING FORUMS

» Ward 7: Loring Park /Downtown Area-
Sept. 28, 5:30 to 8 p.m., The Woman’s Club
of Minneapolis, 410 Oak Grove St. & Oct. 12,
7 to 8:30 p.m., Lake of the Isles Lutheran
Church, 2020 W Lake of the Isles Parkway

» Ward 10: Oct. 2, 6:30-8 p.m., Abyssinian
Cultural Center, 3rd Floor 322 W. Lake St.

* Ward 11: Sept. 27, 7-8:30 p.m., Mayflower
Church, 106 East Diamond Lake Road.

e Ward 13: Sept. 6, 6 to 7:30 p.m., Mt. Olivet
Lutheran Church, 5025 Knox Ave. S.

> View recordings: League of Women Voters
Minneapolis website (Iwvmpls.org)

arrests for justice-impacted citizens... and
reduce one’s perceived status as an ‘out-
sider!” According to Christopher Uggen, a
University of Minnesota professor of so-
ciology who has made a study of felon vot-
ing rights: “This would really reduce the
multiplier effect...where the pronounced
disparities in criminal justice are leading to
pronounced disparities in political power.”

For help getting the word out to fami-
ly, friends, church and community groups,
contact Secretary of State Steve Simon at
steve.simon@state.mn.us. Help ensure that
all those eligible to vote know about this
right. Please check the Secretary of State
website mnvotes.gov for updates on the
guidelines for eligibility.

For information on voter registration
and eligibility, voting deadlines and loca-
tions, questions about Ranked Choice Voting,
and more, go to: vote.minneapolismn.gov.
For education on this new law and to devel-
op a voting plan contact vote@lwvmpls.org.

CITY BRIEFS

CITY COUNCIL CANDIDATE FILINGS

Aug. 15 was the last day for candi-
dates for any of the 13 city council wards
to file to be on the Nov. 7 municipal bal-
lot. The following candidates listed by
ward and in order of filing date, have filed
to be on the ballot in southwest Minne-
apolis wards. Ward 7: Scott Grahan, Katie
Cashman and Kenneth Foxworth. Ward
8: Andrea Jenkins, Soren Stevenson, Bob
Sullentrop and Terry White. For ward 10,
they are Nasri Warsame, Bruce Dachis,
Aisha Chughtai and Greg Kline. Ward 11:
Emily Koski and Gabrielle Prosser. Ward
13: Kate Mortenson, Linea Palmisano,
Bob Carney and Zach Metzger.

EARLY VOTING OPENS SEPT. 22

The Early Vote Center at 980 E. Hen-
nepin Ave. opens at 8 a.m. Sept. 22 for
people to vote early and in person. Also
on Sept. 22, the city will begin mailing
ballots to voters who have requested to
vote early by mail. Learn more about
voting this year at https://vote.minneap-
olismn.gov/voters/

SPECIAL SERVICE DISTRICT HEARING

On Oct. 12, the city council will hold
a public hearing to consider next year’s
services and service charges for the Linden

Hills, Lowry Hill, and Uptown districts.
A special service district allows proper-
ty owners in a commercial area to be as-
sessed to fund amenities and services be-
yond what the city ordinarily provides.
This may include street furniture and fix-
tures as well as cleaning, landscaping, and
maintenance of public areas.

NEW 5TH PRECINCT
INSPECTOR
In August,
the city of
Minneapolis
announced
that inspector
Katie Blackwell
would be leaving
her position as 5th
Precinct Inspector to
be a new assistant chief of operations.
The new 5th Precinct Inspector with be
Christie Nelson. Nelson has worked for
the city as a police officer since 1997. The
5th precinct includes southwest Minneap-
olis, bounded by I-35W in the east, [-94
on the north, and the city limits on the
west and south.

AS YOU GO CAMPAIGN

The city is proposing to pilot a series
of events in 2024 as a part of the As You
Go MPLS campaign to encourage walking,
rolling or biking in a range of contexts.
The 2024 projects and locations will be

determined later this year and are pro-
posed to include 1-2 project demonstra-
tions on streets planned for redesign and
1-3 grand opening celebrations for newly
constructed street projects that encourage
people to take more trips by active trans-
portation.

NEW AIR SENSORS

In July the city health department
put up 29 new “AQMesh” air sensors on
streetlights around the city. The sensors
will measure ozone, nitrogen dioxide, car-
bon monoxide and volatile organic com-
pounds. They hope to use the information
to help improve air quality.

SEWER SMOKE TESTING

The city’s public works department
will be smoke testing sanitary sewers in
southwest Minneapolis this summer and
fall. The testing is used to identify leaks
or faulty connections that may allow
rainwater into the sanitary sewer system,
which can overflow in a significant storm.
The work started the week of Aug. 28 and
testing on each block will take a few days
with completion expected in November.
The city plans to send notices prior to
testing to all properties where testing will
occur.

e Briefs compiled by Cam Gordon.

NEIGHBORHOOD NEWS

CEDAR LAKE CHANNEL REOPENS

The Cedar Lake (Kenilworth) Channel
has reopened to recreational use. As part of
the Green Line Extension (GLE) LRT Proj-
ect, three new concrete bridges have been
constructed over the channel. No addition-
al significant closures are planned for the
channel, but short-term closures may be
needed to conduct minor work.

CEDAR LAKE ROAD BRIDGE REOPENS

The Cedar Lake Road Bridge over
the railroad tracks near Morgan Ave. S. in
Bryn Mawr reopened in August. Repairs to
the timber support structure of the bridge
are completed, and the bridge is open to
pedestrians, bikes, and cars. The bridge
had been closed since April 2022, and is
scheduled for replacement in 2027.

Cedar Lake Parkway also reopened.
The work at Lake Street and Dean Parkway
including replacing traffic signals, lane
adjustments and restriping crosswalks is
near completion.

CIDNA FALL FESTIVAL OCT.7

The Cedar-Isles-Dean Neighborhood
Association fall festival will be Oct. 7
(rain date Oct. 8) at Park Siding Park. Vol-
unteers are needed. There will be an ice
cream truck, hot dogs and veggie dogs,
games, face painting and music.

TALK TO ME DAY SEPT. 23

“Talk to Me Day,” an innovative event
is set to transform Loring Park into a hub
of human connection on Saturday, Sept.
23 2023, from noon to 6 p.m. Strangers
Meeting Strangers (SMS) is the brainchild
behind “Talk to Me Day.”

LEARN ABOUT SOLAR SEPT. 24

Hear the firsthand experiences of
homeowners who have gone solar on
Sunday, Sept. 24, 3-5 p.m., 5031 Lyndale
Avenue S. “This is a great opportunity to
get your questions answered about going
solar plus learn about our Tangletown
Residential Rooftop Solar Rebate!” say or-
ganizers. More at info@tangletown.org.

PEACE WALK SEPT. 30

On Saturday, Sept. 30, Friends For a
NonViolent World and Vote Climate will
have a day of fundraising and celebration
with Twin Cities Nonviolent. This day
starts at 10 a.m. at Brackett Park in Min-
neapolis where people will assemble for
Friends For a NonViolent World’s Peace
and Justice fundraising walk. Twin Cit-
ies Nonviolent is promoting a full ros-
ter of events during the Twelve Days Free
From Violence. Check out the schedule of
events at twincitiesnonviolent.org.

Look for the upcoming voters guide in a future edition of the Connector, published in collaboration with the League of Women Voters.

consult & more

For hire: Presentations, parties, insect safaris, garden

www.etsy.com/shop/DragonsWyndlInsects
jessica@dragonswynd.com
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ACCREDITED
BUSINESS

greg@chlleen.com

Interior & Exterior Painting
Insurance Claims ¢ Patching
Wood Finishing « Carpentry
* Exterior Wood Restoration

Water Damage Repair « Enameling

612-850-0325

« Interior & Exterior Painting - Plaster / Sheetrock Repair
« Wood Stripping & Refinishing =
« Wallpaper Stripping / Wall Repair / Skim Coating

(612) 827-6140 or (651) 699-6140
WWW.PAINTINGBYJERRYWIND.COM

Ceiling Texturing / Repair

FREE ESTIMATES

STEVE’S PAINTING 651-207-2249

Interior and Exterior - Repairs done also!
Professional Preparation and Painting ¢ Ceilings ¢ Brush & Roller ¢ Windows
Spraying ¢ Trim Work ¢ High Work ¢ Neat, Experienced Crews

Steve Polta e-mail: Stevepaintsmsp@gmail.com

HOME | MONEY | HEALTH

YOUR GUIDE TO HAPPY, HEALTH LIVING 50+

Aging Well

Quarterly in September, December, March and June.

CONTACT US TODAY!
Ads@SWconnector.com
612-345-9998

BOOK YOUR CLASSIFIED WORD AD AT $1/WORD @ www.swconnector.com or call 612-345-9998.

CRISIS HOTLINE

Call the Minnesota Day One Crisis Hotline at
1-866-223-1111 if you or someone you know
is seeking shelter due to a dangerous relation-
ship or needs to create a safety plan.

CHIMNEY REPAIR
CHIMNEY REPAIR. Owner operated with
30 years experience. Chad 763-482-9464

HEALTH MATTERS
Are you 420 Friendly? If Yes! Link for Details!
https://o-trim.co/2jxIHh

MONEY MATTERS
FREE easy home business? Link for Details:
https://o-trim.co/xIgpML

Download this FREE App; it pays 5 plus ways.
Earn more as an affiliated ($19.95 per year).
FREE link: https://refer.tapestri.io/a/cynthia
Affiliate link: https://tapestri.io/partner/cynthia

PAINTING
Painting, wallpaper patch. Interior, exterior.
Small jobs wanted. Jim. 612-202-5514.

SERVICES
Gutter cleaning. Let the Rain Drain Away.
Call Larry 651-635-9228.

Snow . Tree . Shrub . Lawn
Get same day service. Premier Lawn & Snow.
Call or text 952-545-8055.

WINDOW WASHING
Window washing, inside and out. “You will
see the difference” Call Larry. 651-635-9228.

BE SEEN HERE, TOO. BOOK AN AD.
DISPLAY OR WORD CLASSIFIED.
BOTH ARE AFFORDABLE OPTIONS.

IDEA: REACH OUT TO LOCAL
RESIDENTS WHO ARE TIRED OF
THE COMMUTE AND WANT TO

WORK IN THE NEIGHBORHOOD.
PLACE A HELP WANTED AD.

NEXT DEADLINE: Monday, Sept. 11| PUBLICATION: Thursday, Sept. 21

TREE TRIMMING,
REMOVAL & STUMP
GRINDING

Matthew Molinaro
FREE ESTIMATES

612.239.2508

MolinaroTree.com

lic&Insured | certified arborist MN-4551A

AFFECTED BY THE
BIG QUIT?

Advertise here for great talent who want to
live and work in the neighborhood.

Suzie: Adds@swconnector.com
612-255-1180

e  lele/r/c/rlrlr/elrlr/y

Ro Ofl ng K[‘Fairﬁkﬂlﬂaulist:
Gutters |\
Windows

40+ years experience,
licensed and insured.
Greg Johnson

(612) 791-3630

& Free Appraisals &

Memorabilia

Sports Card

Collections

& Consignment Available &

Info@minnieandpaul.com

612-208-6405

MIDWEST CLASSIFIED NETWORK ADS

AUTOMOBILES

CASH FOR CARS! We buy all cars! Junk, high-end,
totaled - it doesn’t matter! Get free towing and
same day cash! NEWER MODELS too! Call 1-877-
978-2510.

Donating your vehicle? Get more! Free Towing.
Tax Deductible. Plus a $200 restaurant voucher
and a 2-night/3-day hotel stay at one of 50 loca-
tions. Call Heritage for the Blind to donate your
vehicle today - 1-855-977-7030.

Donate your car, truck, boat, RV and more to sup-
port our veterans! Schedule a FAST, FREE vehicle
pickup and receive a top tax deduction! Call Veter-
an Car Donations at 1-888-429-2331 today!

GOT AN UNWANTED CAR?2?2 DONATE IT TO PA-
TRIOTIC HEARTS. Fast free pick up. All 50 States.
Patriotic Hearts’ programs help veterans find work
or start their own business. Call 24/7: 844-913-
2887.

CABLE/INTERNET

FREE high-speed internet for those that qualify.
Government program for recipients of select pro-
grams incl. Medicaid, SNAP, Housing Assistance,
WIC, Veterans Pension, Survivor Benefits, Lifeline,
Tribal. 15 GB internet service. Bonus offer: An-
droid tablet FREE with one-time $20 copay. Free
shipping & handling. Call Maxsip Telecom today!

1-866-443-3789.

BEST SATELLITE TV with 2 Year Price Guarantee!
$59.99/mo with 190 channels and 3 months free
premium movie channels! Free next day installa-
tion! Call 855-824-1258.

DIRECTV Sports Pack. 3 Months on Us! Watch
pro and college sports LIVE. Plus over 40 regional
and specialty networks included. NFL, College
Football, MLB, NBA, NHL, Golf and more. Some
restrictions apply. Call DIRECTV 1-866-296-1409.

Shop w/ A Viasat Expert For High Speed Satellite
Internet. New Customer Deals In Your Area. Na-
tionwide Service. New Service For 2023. 888-906-
3315.

Switch to DISH and get up to a $300 gift card!
Plus get the Multisport pack included for a limited
time! Hurry, call for details: 1-855-434-0020.

HEALTH/MEDICAL

DIAGNOSED WITH LUNG CANCER and 65+?
You may qualify for a substantial cash award. NO
obligation! We've recovered millions. Let us help!!
Call 24/7, 1-866-533-1701.

Portable Oxygen Concentrator May Be Covered
by Medicare! Reclaim independence and mobility
with the compact design and long-lasting battery
of Inogen One. Free information kit! Call 844-
716-2411.

DENTAL INSURANCE from Physicians Mutual
Insurance Company. Coverage for 350 plus proce-

dures. Real dental insurance- NOT just a discount
plan. Do not wait! Call now! Get your FREE Den-
tal Information Kit with all the details! 1-855-973
-9175 www.dental50plus.com/https://www.den-
tal50plus.com/midwest #6258

Don't let the stairs limit your mobility! Discover
the ideal solution for anyone who struggles on
the stairs, is concerned about a fall or wants to re-
gain access to their entire home. Call AmeriGlide
today! 1-877-916-2093.

ATTENTION OXYGEN THERAPY USERS! Discover
Oxygen Therapy That Moves with You with Inogen
Portable Oxygen Concentrators. FREE information
kit. Call 855-846-4036.

WANT TO BUY

PAYING TOP CA$H FOR MEN’'S SPORT WATCH-
ES! Rolex, Breitling, Omega, Patek Philippe,
Heuer, Daytona, GMT, Submariner, Speedmaster..
Call: 866-314-9742.

TOP CA$H PAID FOR OLD GUITARS! 1920-1980
Gibson, Martin, Fender, Gretsch, Epiphone, Guild,
Mosrite, Rickenbacker, Prairie State, D’Angelico,
Stromberg. And Gibson Mandolins / Banjos. 866-
470-1643.

Buying and selling silver bars, silver dollars, rare
coins, gold coins, gold jewelry, any gold-silver
items, collector coins, currency. Kuehl’s Coins,
Fairmont, MN, 507-235-3886.
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YOUR NEIGHBORHOOD LANDSCAPER!

Gardening Angel Garden Design

Design ¢« Install « Maintain

Now scheduling design work over winter for 2024!

Margi MacMurdo 612.206.7089 gardeningangel612@gmail.com

NEWSPAPER ADS WORK.

ewsp pel ders who
dan automotlve ad
t ok ction afte
ing the ad.”

THE TOP ACTIONS ARE >

G h r more ormation r ng the product
bout the advertiser

>>> VISI d tiser's web

ART FOR LIVING | GIFTS FOR GIVING

Share an E-Edition with an out-of-town friend. Available@

WWW.SWCONNECTOR.COM

2720 West 43" St, Linden Hills
SO0 everettandcharlie.com OOOOS

THE PESTO’S YET TO BE!
Weekend Bwnch  Happy Houn

SAT. & SUN. EVERY DAY
9AM-4PM 3PM

® I.
(612) 655-4961
o CORNER OF LAKE & IRVING
hansonremodeling.com PINOLI-MPLS.COM

Lic #BC633225

Create ¢ Collaborate * Communicate

reat HANSON

REMODELING
design = build




