
She lived in Minnesota for only five 
months and her daughter was born 
in Iowa, but Dani* has been dragged 

into family court in Minnesota near-
ly every one of the past 11 years by her 
ex-boyfriend.

She’s been trying to figure out what 
happened and why things have gotten 
worse instead of better.

She did what everyone tells women to 
do when they’re being abused. She left.

She fled back home to Iowa when 
she was six weeks pregnant, determined 
to raise her baby in a violence-and-alco-
hol-free environment with the help of her 
family. 

And then, before her daughter had 
even been born, Dani found herself in 

family court. Her ex-boyfriend had filed 
for custody of their unborn child two 
months before her due date.

She filed herself in Iowa then, but 
Sherburne County Judge Mary Yunker, the 
same one who presided over the contro-
versial Autumn Hallow case, ruled that 
the case be in Minnesota instead of Iowa. 
(Autumn Hallow was murdered by her 
father and step-mother despite repeated 
abuse reports and attempts by her mother 

in Yunker’s courtroom to protect her.)
Today, neither party resides in Sher-

burne County, Judge Yunker retired in No-
vember 2022, and Dani has asked repeat-
edly to have the case moved to the state 
where her daughter has lived her entire 
life. But it remains in Minnesota.

Dani finds herself stuck between two 
states. Iowa begins investigations, but is 
then told by Minnesota that it will follow 
through on them. Instead, the issues dealt 
with in Minnesota are in regards to the 
latest motions filed by her ex-boyfriend 
Bryan.

“The nightmare doesn’t exist 
until you’re in it,” said Dani. “And 
then no one wants to talk about 
it.”
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Last week, as some of the first truly 
warm days of the year finally seemed to 
be ushering in a real change of season, I 
put in my earbuds and took a stroll out 
my front door, heading west toward Lake 
Harriet. Headlines coming over public 
radio shared the news that the head of 
The United States Department of Health 
and Human services, Secretary Xavier Bec-
erra, had declared an official end to the 
COVID-19 Public Health Emergency on 
May, 11 2023. I wondered if in a different 
time that news would have been met with 
more conspicuous pomp and celebration, 
both by myself and my fellow American 
citizens. Instead, because of what the 
global pandemic caused and what it re-
vealed, I met the news with the same sort 
of reticent gratitude any self-respecting 
Minnesotan would greet a warm day in 
the month of May.

I’ve written and spoken quite a bit 
about how I was one of many Minnesota 
hospitality professionals who stood pen-
sive and uncertain in our kitchens and 
dining rooms in the first few months of 
2020. Coronavirus was showing up on 
our great nation’s shores, and a crisis un-
like anything we’d seen in our lifetimes 
seemed unavoidable.

My colleagues and I tried our best to 
prepare for communication, sanitation 
and austerity. As important as those el-
ements already are to restaurant opera-
tions, we were sure our transparency and 
systemic practice of them would keep our 
guests and our vocational family mem-
bers safe. 

We were also sure that the necessity 
of exercising those practices were 
going to be secondary to our 
ability to provide certainty, so-
lace and comfort – the founda-

We nourished each 
other through the long, dark 
winter of the past three years

A CHANGE 
OF SEASON
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By Allie Johnson

The Minneapolis Park and Recreation 
Board is launching a series of markets in 
parks across the city this summer. 

The Minneapolis Park Markets will 
highlight and promote small businesses 
and entrepreneurs, with about 15 to 30 
vendors at each event ranging from artists 
to makers to local residents trying to get 

new business ventures off the ground. 
“The idea really came from talking 

with a lot of young entrepreneurs that are 
just starting out, who can’t afford brick 
and mortar [stores] or maybe have an idea 
and want to test it, maybe have a great 
product but don’t have the wherewithal,” 
said Shane Stenzel, park use and events 
permit manager. “We looked at some of 
our parks and said maybe this is an op-
portunity.” 

The markets will take place on various 
nights from June through August at four 
different parks: Lake Harriet, Minneha-
ha Regional Park, Water Works, and The 
Commons. The park board selected these 
parks to pilot this new initiative because 
most – like Water Works with its proxim-
ity to James Beard award-winning restau-
rant Owamni, and the Stone Arch Bridge 
and Minnehaha Regional Park near Min-

nehaha Falls and the always popular Sea 
Salt Eatery – are already big draws in the 
summer months. Others like Lake Harriet 
already have existing programming such 
as the concert series at the bandshell that 
bring people to the area. 

“You look at Minnehaha, you look 
at Lake Harriet, you look at Water Works, 
you look at The Commons – they’re re-
gional draws,” Stenzel said. “People from 
the suburbs are there. People from out of 
state are there. That’s really appealing to 
the market folks because it’s a different 
clientele that they’re seeing.” 

A fifth market was slated for Market 
Square, a new park near Hiawatha Ave-
nue and East Lake Street. However, Stenzel 
said it’s more likely that location 
will host a few pop-up events 
throughout the summer rather 
than a regularly occurring market. 

Project in Minneapolis parks 
aims to be incubator for 
young entrepreneurs who 
can’t afford brick and mortar 
storefronts

MARKET SERIES LAUNCHES IN PARKS

CAUG HT BETWEEN
Over 11 years in, their family court case is still spread between two states and getting worse. 
Now she’s been ordered to pay fines or go to jail because her daughter won’t go to dad’s house.

Restaurant staff showed up to prepare and give 
away food in the early days of the pandemic when 
restaurants were closed. (Photo submitted by J.D. 
Fratzke)

“When I heard about this event, I was so excited 
because I grew up in this area of Minneapolis… 
and I wanted to contribute in some kind of way,” 
said J. Darnell Johnson, author of children’s 
books and Black science fiction and fantasy. 
“Bad things happened here. And now it’s good 
things happening, and I wanna be part of that.” 
Johnson was among the many Black-owned 
businesses featured at the Rise & Remember 
Festival at George Floyd Square on May 27, 2023. 
The three-day event included a candlelight vigil 
on May 25 to commemorate the legacy of George 
Floyd, a conference, a gala at Paisley Park to 
raise funds for the George Floyd Global 
Memorial,  and an outdoor festival featuring art, 
music, performances and a self-care fair. The 
Chicago Avenue Fire Arts Center (3749 Chicago 
Ave.) is hosting a GFGM rememory exhibit 
through Aug. 19. (Photo by Jill Boogren)

3 YEARS
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FROM A DREAM TO A NIGHTMARE
Only 23 when she met Bryan*, Dani 

thought she had fallen into a love story. 
He was charming, it moved fast, and with-
in a few months of meeting him in Des 
Moines, Iowa, she had agreed to move to 
Elk River, Minn. “I thought he was the an-
swer to my prayers when I met him. And 
then I thought there was something wrong 
with me,” she said. 

“After I  moved, his personality 
changed really quickly from a nice man 
to my worst nightmare.” He drank exces-
sively, she recalled, and on more than one 
occasion she called her mom while she 
was hiding from him in a bathroom. Her 
mom recalls hearing him swear and yell 
at Dani while pounding on the closed 
door. She told her mom, “I’m afraid he’s 
going to hurt me.” When her mom visited, 
she saw how much alcohol he drank. “He 
had the potential for violence,” Cindy* re-
called. “I saw the amount he consumed.” 
He coerced Dani into doing things she 
didn’t want to do in the bedroom. He de-
stroyed things her biological dad left after 
he died. He changed her phone password. 
She had to dash out of the way one day 
when he directed his vehicle at her in the 
yard. He threatened the life of her dog.

But she never called the police. Not 
even when he somehow sold her car with-
out her signature. It left her even more 
isolated, far from home and her family. 
But he didn’t ever punch her. Instead, he 
broke the things around her, throwing 
bottles at the door when he raged at her. 
When she threatened to call the police, 
he said he’d have them lock her up. When 
she said she was going to leave, he retorted 
that he’d report the car she was in as sto-
len. He wanted her tested for Borderline 
Personality Disorder and told her she was 
crazy.

Later, others gave her the words to de-
scribe the experience. Abusive. Coercive. 
Controlling. Gaslighting. Manipulative. 
Narcissistic. Friends began to suspect that 
he might have a personality disorder.

“I feel so bad for that version of me,” 
Dani said. “I know I tried to stand up to 
him, but I never stood a chance. He had 
the money. He had everything. He knew 
that by moving me to Minnesota, he was 
moving me from my support system and 
anyone who would help me. And then 
he’d call me the crazy one.”

Then she discovered she was preg-
nant. She opted not to get the abortion 
he suggested, and when he said they were 
through, she got him to put in writing 
that she could drive the car that was in his 
name and she headed back to Iowa.

She didn’t know what was in front of 
her. “He uses the court system to terrorize 
me,” said Dani. “I’ve never had a break.” 

“It’s a form of control,” pointed out 
her mother. 

Cindy added, “He’s a master gaslight-
er. You don’t even know how to defend it. 
He’ll put anything in an affidavit.

“His biggest go-to is, ‘Dani are you of 
sound mind? Do you need to speak to a 
professional?’”

IN COURT BEFORE THE BABY IS BORN
Bryan kept calling her when he was 

drunk, yelling and screaming at her 
every day over the phone line. It took her 
awhile, she said, but she finally blocked 
his calls. Later, he used that to show she 
was refusing to co-parent.

On March 14, 2012, Bryan filed a 
pre-birth petition in Minnesota seeking 
to establish paternity, custody, and par-
enting time for the unborn child. Dani 
counter-filed in Iowa, but citing provisions 
of Iowa’s version of the Uniform Child 
Custody Jurisdiction and Enforcement Act 
(UCCJEA), the case was placed in Minne-
sota. Dani’s appeal was heard in Minne-
sota and they affirmed keeping the case in 
Minnesota. Despite mother and child liv-
ing in another state, the Minnesota court 

said it would not be an “inconvenient 
forum.” The ruling didn’t address how the 
poor, young woman would find represen-
tation in another state, afford to take off 
work to drive five hours one way to attend 
hearings, or find lodging in another state. 
Nor did it lay out how Twin Cities-based 
court professionals would manage work-
ing on a case where almost all the people 
they needed to talk to and visit were in 
another state.

Bryan didn’t meet his daughter, 
Faith*, until she was eight months old, 
although he was notified right away of her 
birth. He had given up a child for adop-
tion 1.5 years earlier. “I begged him to 
come meet his daughter whom he was in 
court fighting for,” said Dani. 

“We all tried to be very supportive of 
Faith’s relationship with her dad,” said 
Cindy. The early visits happened at their 
home, where Dani lived for a few years, 
and were at a hotel when they included 
Bryan’s parents. 

On Dec. 11, 2014, the Minnesota 
court granted the parties joint legal custo-
dy, with sole physical care to Dani subject 
to parenting time for Bryan following a 
custody evaluation by Minneapolis psy-
chologist Susan Phipps-Yonas. She recom-
mended that Dani have sole physical cus-
tody to maintain continuity for two-year-
old Faith, whose life was in Iowa, and that 
the parents share legal custody.

Bryan has some relatives in Iowa, 
and exercised parenting time there when 
Faith was young, although he was often 
hours late. He’s never attended a doctors 
appointment, school conference, school 
play, recital or other event. However, his 
brother and his father have. “I think that’s 
really telling,” said Cindy.

A second custody evaluation was 
done after Bryan again filed for sole cus-
tody in 2020 when Faith was eight. Again, 
the custody evaluator, this time Kareem S. 
Braxton of Minneapolis, affirmed that the 
parents share joint legal custody and that 
Dani have sole physical custody.

FIRST CHILD ABUSE CASE AGAINST DAD 
Things changed quickly after they 

acted on that report through mediation in 
the fall of October 2021.

After she visited her dad, his wife, and 
two younger step-siblings for Christmas in 
2021, Faith began saying she didn’t want 
to go back to her dad’s house in Minneso-
ta. She was supposed to visit one weekend 
a month, and her dad was court-ordered 
to plan those visits ahead of time by the 
first of each month. He had done so in 
November and December 2021, but then 
canceled last minute before exercising his 
holiday time.

In January 2022, there was a bad 
snowstorm that prevented the visit. In Feb-
ruary, Faith was vomiting and Dani asked 
that the visit be rescheduled to avoid 
putting a vomiting child in the car for a 
five-hour drive. In March, Bryan’s week-
end overlapped with spring break, which 
was Dani’s holiday and took precedence. 
They had been using a family text mes-
sage thread that included Dani’s parents 
and Bryan’s parents to keep conversations 
civil, but after Bryan engaged in abusive 
language directed separately at Dani, her 
step-dad and her mom, Dani stated that 
she would be using the court-ordered Our 
Family Wizard app for all future corre-
spondence. Bryan did not check his mes-
sages there.

“The messages  that  have come 
through to Dani are generally negative, 
accusatory and not demonstrative of mu-
tual respect for Dani as the other parent. 
[Bryan] has expressed frequent concern 
about Dani’s ability or fitness to parent, 
and there has not been evidence that Dani 
is not a fit parent,” wrote Dani’s therapist 
Marcy Schrum in an August 2022 report.

Meanwhile, Faith had begun having 
night terrors.

Dani was stymied in her attempt to get 
Faith therapeutic treatment. Bryan spoke 
to his daughter’s therapist via telephone, 
and stated that he wanted her to record all 
conversations with his daughter and send 
them to him, which the therapist was not 
comfortable doing and did not believe was 
appropriate. Per court testimony, he also 
told the therapist that he did not agree to 
let his daughter be in treatment. 

In April 2022, the Iowa Department 
of Human Services got involved and con-
cluded that dad caused a denial of critical 
care for his daughter. A Child In Need of 

Assistance (CINA) case was opened. Bryan 
was placed on the Central Abuse Registry. 
Faith resumed therapy.  

“Faith was very good at articulating 
what was bothering her, but she got to 
the point where she would start crying 
and shut down, and she would not dis-
close anything further. I do believe she 
has more to say, but she was unable to 
disclose at that point,” wrote DHS inves-
tigator Jean Entz in her report. Entz made 
it clear that Faith did not want to see her 
dad and that Dani struggled with being in 
the position of following the court order 
or trying to figure out how to force Faith 
into the car to see him.

Bryan did not request parenting time 
for May, June, July, or August 2022.

Faith’s school counselor reported to 
a child protection worker that Faith had 
talked about concerns at her dad’s house 
and did not want to visit him there. There 
have been concerns about how Bryan has 
interacted with school staff, and now only 
administrators will speak to him.

Faith’s therapist noted that Bryan had 
called her an excessive amount of times, 
and described Bryan as “aggressive and 
rude.” 

However,  his  interact ions with 
his child’s school, therapist and mater-
nal grandparents has not been factored 
into the case by the various profession-
als making recommendations on custody 
and parenting time. The fact that Bryan 
makes adults uncomfortable has not been 
considered relevant to how he treats his 
daughter. This is despite specific language 
in court orders (commonly known as Ap-
pendix A in Minnesota divorce decrees) 
that neither parent disparage the other.

When interviewed by a child pro-
tection worker, Bryan blamed Dani for 
problems with his daughter, and denied 
that he had done anything inappropriate, 
according to the written report issued by 
DHS. Notably, he did not express concern 
about his daughter’s mental or physical 
health. Meanwhile, Dani, who grew up 
with divorced parents, affirmed the po-
sition she has taken throughout Faith’s 
life – that a relationship with her father is 
important. She also asked about resources 
available to help the family.

SECOND ABUSE INVESTIGATION
In June, Faith’s therapist, Kim Mont-

gomery, noted that she was showing signs 
of a child who had been sexually abused. 
She had told multiple people after the 
Christmas visit that her dad locked her in 
her room and body-shamed her. 

As the days got closer to when she was 
court-ordered to see her dad in September, 
Faith began disclosing more information 
about her past experiences with her dad 
to those around her whom she has estab-
lished relationships with. Her mom. Her 
maternal grandmother. Her school coun-
selor. Her therapist (until treatment was 
stopped by Minneapolis-based parenting 
consultant Susan Lach following a conver-
sation she had only with Bryan). 

According to court documents, Faith 
told her grandmother Cindy that her dad 
had threatened to kill her mom and her 
if she told anyone what her dad had been 
doing to her. Once he stomped his foot on 
an ant, grinding his foot into it, to demon-
strate what he would do to her if she told 
the secret.

Another child protection assessment 
began. Bryan declined to participate in any 
CPS interviews, although his Minnesota 
attorney, Katie Jendro, called to talk about 
dad seeking sole custody of Faith and re-
questing that the court approve him mov-
ing Faith to Minnesota. Dani cooperated 
fully with all CPS requests.

The child protection investigation in 
Iowa was halted because Faith broke down 
and could not give any more details to the 
STAR Center investigator. The CPS report 
states that because the child is not seeing 
dad, they did not feel like there 
needed to be a second STAR in-
terview. However, they also wrote 
that it was imperative that ongo-

CAUGHT BETWEEN1
UNITED NATIONS 

IDS LINK BETWEEN 
ABUSERS AND 

PARENTAL 
ALIENATION 

ACCUSATIONS

IN OUR
COMMUNITY

2023 Custody, Violence Against Women and Violence Against Children, report of the Special Rapparteur on Violence 
Against Women and Girls, Its Causes and Consequences by Reen Alsalem

• “Research and 
submissions re-
ceived demonstrate 
that perpetrators of 
domestic violence 
can also misuse 
family law proceed-
ings to continue 
to perpetrate vio-
lence against their 
victims, resulting 
in secondary trau-
matization. In this 
context, parental 
alienation may be 
employed as a use-
ful tactic.”

• “States ensure mandatory train-
ing of the judiciary and other jus-
tice system professionals on gen-
der bias, the dynamics of domes-
tic abuse, and the relationship 
between allegations of domestic 
abuse and parental alienation and 
related pseudo-concepts.”

• “States 
ensure that 
the views of 
the child are 
sufficiently 
and inde-
pendently 
represented 
in family law 
procedures.”

• The UN Special Rapporteur recommends that states legislate to prohibit the use 
of parental alienation or related pseudo-concepts in family law cases, the use of 
so-called experts in parental alienation and related pseudo-concepts, and the 
use of reunification camps.

• The report urges family court professionals: “In the 
context of domestic violence, there is a duty to listen 
and respond to children’s accounts of violence, with 
a view to validating these experiences, ensuring that 
decisions are better informed and that the child’s 
safety and welfare are promoted.”
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ing discovery work be done. Despite that 
statement and a high risk assessment rat-
ing, the same CPS report made a finding 
that the sexual abuse could not be con-
firmed and closed the case.

“Am I to understand you sat in a 
room with Faith and she told you her fa-
ther touched her private parts and you are 
going to do nothing about this?” Dani 
asked a CPS worker.

Since some incidents happened in 
Minnesota, Iowa CPS said they could not 
address them.

Minnesota stated that it would not 
look into the Iowa incidents. St. Anthony 
Village Police Department wouldn’t pro-
ceed because there was an open family 
court case, a detail they learned when Bry-
an’s attorney called them.

The Iowa court declined to bring back 
in the guardian ad litem who had worked 
previously with Faith.

An Iowa judge approved an order for 
protection that Dani made on behalf of 
Faith on Sept. 23, 2022. However, after 
Judge Yunker contacted him and insisted 
that he had no jurisdiction, Judge Paul 
Scott set it to expire in December. He ob-
served that Dani could seek another one 
in Minnesota.

To do so required Dani to go through 
the entire process a second time, forc-
ing her to find and hire a new Minneso-
ta-based attorney and try to negotiate CPS 
workers across state lines.

A PC BROUGHT IN
A parenting consultant, known as a 

PC, was appointed in Minnesota last sum-
mer, but the case has not gotten clearer 
with her involvement. 

Susan Lach of Tuft, Lach, Jerabek & 
O’Connell in Maplewood has not ever 
met Faith. Nor has she journeyed to Iowa 
to meet those involved in Faith’s daily life. 
Lach testified that she has not spoken to 
the child protection workers in Iowa, nor 
staff at the center where she was evaluated 
for sexual abuse. 

A lawyer, Lach is neither a licensed 
therapist nor social worker, but her au-
thority on the case is vast and equal to a 
judge. Whatever decisions she makes are 
considered orders and must be followed. 
In Minnesota, PCs are not required to 
have training on domestic violence, vic-
tim and perpetrator behaviors, long and 
short-term impacts of domestic violence 
and child abuse on children, child sexual 
abuse, child abuse, coercive control, im-
plicit and explicit bias, or trauma. There is 
little oversight. (See sidebar)

Lach required $2,000 up front, and 
charged $500 an hour. Within a few 
months, she had charged the family 
$4,700. Currently, she says Dani owes her 
about $7,500.

Lach ordered that Faith discontin-

ue work with her therapist and instead 
begin seeing a therapist in Minnesota. She 
also recommended a custody flip – mov-
ing Faith from Iowa where she has lived 
her entire life to Minnesota, changing her 
school, taking her away from the family 
and friends she has had her entire life, and 
switching all her medical providers. She 
testified: “I don’t think Faith cares where 
she lives. I mean, what does where she’s 
lived her entire life have to do with where 
she gets therapy?”

Lach has opined that Faith was 
“coached” by her mother to make allega-
tions against her dad – despite never hav-
ing talked to Faith herself. Hearings have 
focused on Dani’s credibility versus the 
facts of the case and Faith’s safety.

ISSUES WITH PC
Lach accused Faith’s therapist of pick-

ing sides and said she could not be impar-
tial in her treatment. Statements made to 
the court by Montgomery, however, focus 
on listening to the child, and helping her 
work through things. 

Lach’s testimony includes the follow-
ing statement in reference to Montgom-
ery, who is a school-based therapist with a 
master’s degree in social work: “It doesn’t 
look like she has any qualifications to be 
doing this at all.”

Cindy said she was alarmed when she 
testified in Yunker’s courtroom by the be-
havior of the people working there. “In my 
23 years of working in a courtroom, I have 
never seen a judge behave this way,” stated 
Cindy. “She was so unprofessional. She’d 
look down at me and make a face and roll 
her eyes. She said, ‘That wasn’t the ques-
tion. Do you need it repeated for you?’ It 
really affected my testimony.” Plus, “she 
would make the objection and prompt 
Bryan’s attorney, ‘Do you want to object?’” 
She said Yunker interrupted people. 

“It’s like you’re embarrassed to be part 
of that community,” said Cindy. “I have 
never seen anything like it.”

Dani’s mother and stepfather have 
worked in the court system their entire 
lives. Neither understands what is happen-
ing in their daughter’s case. They’re losing 
sleep. Their health has been affected.

‘It’s surreal,” said Cindy. “It’s like you 
can’t believe this is happening.” 

Her own professional work involved 
writing the court transcripts for many DHS 
cases of abuse. “This is the most alarming 
case I have ever seen. I can’t believe they 
can look at themselves and say this child 
doesn’t deserve to be helped,” said Cindy. 

“You don’t just up and move a 
10-year-old child,” said Dani. “Why would 
you be willing to roll the dice that big? It’s 
unbelievable to me.”

AN ORDER FOR PROTECTION
One judge approved the order for pro-

tection (OFP). Another required that she 
drop it.

An OFP was granted in Iowa on Sept. 
23, 2022.

Judge Yunker, who is facing a lawsuit 
for her role in the Autumn Hallow case, 
retired on Nov. 15, 2022 – but not before 
issuing a scathing order with hefty purge 
conditions for Dani. Among them? An 
order to pay $160,000 in fines and drop 
the OFP.

Additional sanctions aimed to finan-
cially target this single mom who is on 
government health care, per Yunker’s court 
order, include the issuance of a $100,000 
bond. Dani was ordered to pay Bryan’s 
attorney’s fees and a fine of $200 for every 
day Faith did not visit her dad since Oct. 
29, 2022. The order concludes: Dani “is 
expressly warned future willful failure to 
comply with the orders of this court may 
result in incarceration.”

Judge Yunker’s order did not address 
the pages of abusive messages that Bryan 
had sent Dani and her parents.

PREDICTABLE ARC
Those with the National Safe Parents 

Organization say cases like Dani’s follow 
a predictable arc, one that is backed by 
research.

When a abuse is brought up in family 
court, 73 percent of moms lose custody if 
they’ve been labeled an “alienator” – even 
when the courts believe that the father has 
abused the mother and/or child. If that 
abuse is sexual abuse, then a mom loses 
custody 97 percent of the time if a dad 
counters that the mom is alienating him 
from his child. This research was done by 
the Joan Meiers team out of Georgetown 
University, and was funded by a $500,000 
grant from the National Institute of Jus-
tice.

Domestic abuse advocates are in-
creasingly talking about how abusers suc-
cessfully use DARVO in the family court 
system. DARVO – which stands for deny, 
attack, reverse victim and offender – is a 
reaction perpetrators of wrong may dis-
play when being held accountable for 
their behavior, and has been studied by 
Dr. Jennifer Freyd of the University of Or-
egon. In assuming the role of victim, the 
perpetrator attacks the accuser’s credibil-
ity. In family court, this is often done by 
accusing the protective parent of being an 
“alienator” and accusing them of “crazy” 
behavior.

“While gaslighting in the context of 
an abusive relationship is destabilizing 
and painful, nothing can prepare a survi-
vor for the gaslighting that takes place in 
family court,” observed national advocate 
Tina Swithin of One Mom’s Battle, who is 
a member of the National Safe Parents Or-
ganization. “Worse, the court profession-
als often want survivors to gaslight their 
children by forcing them to encourage and 
facilitate a relationship with a parent, who 
may be very unhealthy or abusive. We are 
teaching our children to override their in-

stincts and truth because we are in a court 
system that believes relationships with 
both parents trumps everything else.”

The United Nations has recently re-
leased a report on the link of parental 
alienation and domestic violence. “Re-
search and submissions received demon-
strate that perpetrators of domestic vio-
lence can also misuse family law proceed-
ings to continue to perpetrate violence 
against their victims, resulting in second-
ary traumatization,” reads the report. “In 
this context, parental alienation may be 
employed as a useful tactic.”

The report urges family court profes-
sionals: “In the context of domestic vio-
lence, there is a duty to listen and respond 
to children’s accounts of violence, with a 
view to validating these experiences, en-
suring that decisions are better informed 
and that the child’s safety and welfare are 
promoted.”

The UN Special Rapporteur recom-
mends that states legislate to prohibit the 
use of parental alienation or related pseu-
do-concepts in family law cases, the use 
of so-called experts in parental alienation 
and related pseudo-concepts, and the use 
of reunification camps. Colorado is the 
first to do this with the passage of a new 
law in May. The UN also urges states to 
mandate training on gender bias, dynam-
ics of domestic abuse, and the relationship 
between allegations of domestic abuse 
and parental alienation.

‘SHE JUST WANTS TO BE HEARD’
In late May 2023, Dani was ordered 

by her 10th Judicial Court Judge Kristi 
Stanislawski to pay the entire PC bill and 
related bond fees of $7,500 within three 
days or go to jail. She has also been or-
dered to appear in Minnesota in person 
for court one time a month. 

An child protection case remains 
open in Iowa. Faith is not currently seeing 
a therapist because the PC has stated she 
needs to be the one to pick one out.

Dani points to a notebook on her 
desk. “This whole notebook is filled with 
numbers of people I’ve tried to call for 
help. No one will listen. No one will 
help,” she said. 

“I don’t trust the system anymore. I 
don’t know why everyone wouldn’t err on 
the side of caution. When children are in-
volved, safety should be your first priority. 
I guess I’m really confused. 

“You can’t look at that little girl and 
not know that she’s telling the truth. She’s 
so scared. She just wants to be heard.”

*Editor’s note: In writing this story, I re-
viewed dozens of court documents, and reports 
by professionals. In recognition of the sensitive 
nature of this article, we have opted to refer to 
people by their first names or aliases. We have 
named the professionals working on this case 
as their work affects other families.

CAUGHT BETWEEN2

WHAT DOES IT TAKE TO BE A PC?

Parenting Consulting is an alternative dispute resolution process 
authorized by MN Statute Rule 114.02 (a) (10). A Parenting Consul-
tant (PC) is an individual agreed upon by the parties and court 
ordered to work with divorcing parents. The process includes at-
tempts to facilitate agreement, coaching and deciding. PC decisions 
are binding.

Often, PCs are also attorneys but some are licensed therapists. Prior 
to Jan. 1, 2023, PCs were not required have training to be a parent-
ing consultant other than to be a qualified neutral. They were not 
required to have training in child sexual abuse, physical abuse, 
emotional abuse, coercive control, implicit and explicit bias, trauma, 
long and short-term impacts of domestic violence and child abuse 
on children, or victim and perpetrator behaviors. Since the change to 
Rules 114 and 310.03, PCs are now required to have at least 18 
hours of training in developmental needs of children, addressing 
domestic abuse in the PC process, and emotional and psychological 
dynamics of separation and divorce. Existing PCs are not required to 
adhere to the new training requirements.

The contracts with PCs require families to share their medical re-
cords. It is not a confidential process and is not protected under Rule 

114. PCs are not mandated reporters of child maltreatment. A parent 
who disagrees with a PC decision may bring a motion to family court 
to contest it, and then must pay another bill for the PC to participate 
in the court hearings (along with attorney fees).

SCOPE AND AUTHORITY OF A PC
A parenting consultant can:
• Authorize trading time when parents do not agree
• Award compensatory parenting time to one parent 
• Interpret unclear provisions in the decree
• Decide parenting issues and alterations in the parenting time sched-
ule, including transportation
• Decide holiday and vacation schedule
• Decide school and day care absences, activities, vacation, holiday 
and summer camp issues, including dates and times
• Decide appropriate school and child care placement
• Consult with outside sources, including teachers, therapists, physi-
cians, attorneys, family members, etc., and review relevant records
• Require independent evaluations and psychological testing, as well 
as substance use assessment, testing, monitoring and treatment
• Require therapy, anger management services, and/or parenting 
classes, and select the provider
• Communicate with, obtain information from, or provide information 
to any person without securing a ROI authorization from the parents

• Require a Safe Harbor agreement and then not share information 
with the parent/s. The PC may merely state, “I have considered input 
from a child’s therapist.”
• Decide issues with input from only one parent
• Make recommendations and decisions

Their rulings overrule existing court documents, including agree-
ments parents previously made with each other.

Families using a PC are often paying fees for attorneys, individual 
therapists, and family therapists in addition to the PC bill. A PC’s 
hourly fees are about that of an attorney, and range from $250 to 
$500 an hour. They typically require a retainer not to fall below 
$2,000. Families can pay a PC $5,000 or more a month. One parent 
can rack up the bills by asking a PC to rule on a multitude of issues 
even if the other parent has not agreed to pay for work on those 
issues. Most PC bills are split 50/50 by the parents, without factor-
ing in who asked the PC to get involved on a specific issue. If one 
parent does not or can’t pay for the PC, the PC can ask a judge to 
order payment. 

Complaints about a PC may be sent to the ADR Ethics Board, 25 Rev. 
Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Blvd, St. Paul, MN 55155-1500. Complaints 
and sanctions may or may not be public.



4 J U N E  1 ,  2 0 2 3 W W W . S W C O N N E C T O R . C O MTHE MOTLEY CONVERSATION

The Southwest Connector is a twice monthly 
community publication in Southwest 

Minneapolis, owned and operated by TMC 
Publications CO. Visit our website 

for calendar and publication dates.
Owner & Publisher:

Tesha M. Christensen, 612-345-9998,
 tesha@swconnector.com

Editor: 612-255-1181,
 news@swconnector.com

Story ideas always welcome. 
Keep in touch with the Connector. Letters to the 

editor under 200 words and news releases for 
publication can be sent via e-mail to 

news@swconnector.com. 
Unsigned letters will not run. 
Advertising & Marketing: 
Suzie Marty, 612-255-1180, 

ads@swconnector.com
Denis Woulfe, 651-917-4183, 

denis@LongfellowNokomisMessenger.com
Sandra Mikulsky, 612-260-7967, 

sandra.tmcpub@gmail.com
Design & Layout: Tesha M. Christensen

Billing: billing@swconnector.com

Printing by: ECM/Adams Publishing Group
This issue of the Connector is printed on 

recycled paper using soy-based ink. 
Approximately 95-97% of material that enters 

the print facility is recycled.
Delivery: 612-235-7197, 
Delivery@TMCpub.com

Mail subscriptions available at $80/year.
Contributing Writers & Photographers:

Allie Johnson, Jan Willms, Jill Boogren, Cam 
Gordon, Eric Ortiz, J.D. Fratzke, Terry Faust, Suzie 

Marty, Larry LaVercombe, Donald 
Hammen, Michele Rae,  and WACSO.

Member of Minnesota Newspaper Association, 
Midwest Free Community Papers, Uptown Asso-

ciation, and Southwest Business Association.

The Connector is for profit and for a purpose 
– and we don’t sacrifice one for the other. We 
consider ourselves a zebra company, one that 
is both black and white, both/and. As a media 
company, we work to highlight issues, solve 

real, meaningful problems, and repair existing 
social systems. We are working with our read-
ers and advertisers to create a more just and 

responsible society that hears, helps and heals 
the customers and communities we serve.

All rights reserved. The contents of the Connector 
cannot be reproduced without express written 
permission of the publisher. Copyright © 2023.
Sister publications: Midway Como Frogtown 
Monitor and Longfellow Nokomis Messenger.

5139 34th Ave. S. #17097, Minneapolis, 
MN 55417 • 612-345-9998

SWconnector.com
www.facebook.com/swconnector/
Instagram: southwest_connector

ConnectorSOUTHWEST

READ
THEN
REUSE

The Bells are not 
your  average  soc ia l 
media influencers. They 
are a family of 10 with 
seven adopted children. 
Heather Bell is the ma-
triarch and keeps ev-
erything running with 
her husband, Luke, in 
the Upper Peninsula of 
Michigan. If you’re look-
ing for these Yoopers, 
their handle is @justthebells10, and they’re 
not hard to find. 

They have 2.7 million followers on 
TikTok, 774,000 on Facebook, 590,000 
on Instagram and 181,000 on YouTube. 
There’s a reason why they are so popular.

Like all of us, the Bells are just trying 
to make it in this crazy world. They love to 
cook big meals and share recipes that are 
easy and fast to make.

They talk about adoption and their 
foster journey, how their family was 
brought together by adoption through fos-
ter care and private adoption. They didn’t 
plan on having eight children, but they 
are thankful for each one – David, Robert, 
Joshua, Hailey, Brendon, Gideon, Izzy and 
Noah.

Some of the children they have ad-
opted are older. Others are teenagers. They 
even have developed relationships with the 
birth families of their children and invite 
them to family gatherings.

The Bells admit they have taken an un-
conventional path. “Everyone wants a baby 
[and] an instant family ... and that’s not 
what foster care [or adoption] is about,” 

Heather Bell told FamilyMinded in a story 
about their family.

“When [kids] are older, you have to 
work with them differently,” Heather ex-
plains. “Each child ... has different needs. 
My older kids really needed us more. 
They’re dealing with becoming adults and 
they’re teenagers. It’s different, and it can be 
challenging. But if you respect the children 
and let them have a voice, [things will turn 
out all right].” 

Respect the children and let them have 
a voice. That’s the key to alleviating a lot of 
conflicts and solving a lot of problems. 

Some young people today are not get-
ting the respect they should. Their voices 
are not being heard. This lack of respect can 
lead to a cycle of disrespect. Young people 
get a pessimistic view of the world. They ex-
pect negative outcomes and see many prob-
lems as unsolvable. Social media doesn’t 
always help.

“We’re in the middle of a youth mental 

health crisis, and I’m concerned that social 
media is contributing to the harm that kids 
are experiencing,” U.S. Surgeon General Dr. 
Vivek Murthy told CNN in late May.

While the surgeon general sounds the 
alarm that social media presents “a pro-
found risk of harm” for youth, the Bells 
are flipping the script and spreading joy to 
the world with their kids. It’s refreshing to 
see, and it’s inspiring a lot of people. Here’s 
a small sampling of comments about the 
Bells from their fans.

• They are amazing.
• I love your story so much! Your fam-

ily is such an inspiration to me and your 
willingness to adopt teenagers reveals what 
an authentically compassionate couple you 
are. 

• You guys are amazing. Been fans 
since day one. I wish I felt this kinda love 
from my own family/parents so whenever I 
feel sad I come here and watch your videos 
and it makes me so happy.

• Many of us enjoy this sweet family 
due to what we missed. They are the sweet-
est, fun and all around good folks.

• We love you guys! Thanks for making 
good wholesome content.

• Y’all are just so awesome. I can see 
and feel the love you have for one another.

• This is what LOVE is all about!                                                                                                                                           
     Superlatives get thrown too easily now-
adays. As do dire predictions. There is trou-
ble in the world, but the sky is not falling. 
When it feels like it is, we can replace “I” 
with “we.” If what people are carrying is 
too heavy, we can help them carry it.

There are great people around us every 
day. They should be spotlighted rather than 
some of the junk we get fed daily. We don’t 
have to fall into the trap of negativity. All 
it takes is caring and sharing inspirational 
moments like the ones the Bells give us.

The Bells are the real deal. They are not 
the only real ones, either.

If you’re having a bad day, check out 
Judge Lynn Toler, aka @realjudgelynn. You 
remember, Judge Lynn, don’t you? She pre-
sided over “Divorce Court” for 14 seasons. 
Now she is #joytrolling on Instagram and 
doling out wisdom.

“  I used to judge people for a living 
now I don’t judge for peace of mind,” she 
said.

Nothing changes if nothing changes. 
At the same time, everything can change 
in an instant. One moment can change a 
day. One day can change a life. One life can 
change the world.

The best of humanity is all around us. 
We just have to choose to see it.

                                                                                                                                                      
                                                                                                                                                      
                                                                                                                                                      

                                                                                                                                                      
                                                                                                                                                      
                                                                                                                                                      
                                                                                                                                                     

We just have to choose   
to see it. 

Eric Ortiz lives in the Wedge with his 
family. When he’s not community build-

ing, he’s the head of content and strategy 
for Big Edition and writes bilingual children’s 
books with his kids. Their first book, “How the 
Zookalex Saved the Village,” is available in English 
and Spanish.

THE BEST OF HUMANITY IS ALL AROUND US

By Eric 
Ortiz

I  am aware that 
there would be no All 
Elders United for Jus-
tice without the vision, 
leadership and guid-
ance of Vic Rosenthal. 
This is my goodbye and 
thank you to Vic Rosen-
thal. Sadly, Vic passed 
away March 28, 2023 
at the age of 68. Cancer 
took his life, but not his spirit and com-
mitment to justice issues.

 If you have read this far you have 
already taken the plunge into the river 
(flow) of life experience that is Stories and 
Journeys.

Last year, Chloe Peter, writing for 
TMC Publications, wrote a feature arti-
cle on All Elders. For this article she in-
terviewed Vic Rosenthal; Leif Grina, the 
President of Minneapolis Regional Retirees 
Council (MRRC) AFL-CIO; and myself. 
This article appeared in the Messenger, 
Connector and Monitor. That article still 
exists online.

 There is a back story to my awareness 
of and experience with Vic.

As an MRRC member I was invited 
to participate in a focus group organized 
and facilitated by Vic. It was one of several 
focus groups conducted by Vic across Min-
nesota. The purpose of these focus groups 
was to gauge interest in and the need for 
forming an organization like All Elders.
This would be my only in-person meeting 
with Vic. Once Vic and his collaborators 
were done with focus groups, they con-
cluded that there are interests and needs 
that could be addressed through an orga-
nization like All Elders.

Inspired by this focus group experi-
ence, I returned to my Greater Longfel-
low neighborhood. I started submitting 
a monthly notice to the Messenger an-
nouncing Elder Voices (Telling Our Sto-
ries) meeting at Turtle Bread. A small 
group open to whomever showed up.

 I remember being contacted by Tom 
Beer, part of the leadership of MRRC. He 
wanted to know if I would be interest-
ed in serving on a steering committee to 
guide Vic in determining next steps toward 
forming an organization like All Elders. I 
said yes. Next I told Tesha M. Christensen 

of TMC Publications that I said yes to this 
request. Hence, the reference at the end of 
each Stories and Journeys column that I 
serve on what is now the leadership team 
of All Elders. 

I remember going through a period 
of being disenagaged from All Elders and 
much of the other parts of my life. Cancer 
had taken the life of my brother. I needed 
to take time to absorb what had happened 
to my beloved brother and grieve his loss.

Apparently, during this time Vic 
was experiencing his own medical issues 
which at one point caused him to be hos-
pitalized. I became aware of this as I was 
slowly and tentatively starting to re-engage 
with the All Elders agenda. During this 
time, I was experiencing my own health 
events. Nonetheless I was able to partici-
pate in a Zoom leadership team meeting 
– my first in several months. Little did I 
know it would be the last time I would see 
and hear Vic.

Shortly there after the leadership team 
received a Google Groups email announc-
ing that due to his medical condition Vic 
could no longer do the work on justice is-
sues to which he had dedicated his life. He 
had made the decision to enter hospice 
care. Next I received an email containing 
an obituary for Vic. He had died. It told 
me the date, time and location for his fu-
neral service and shiva. Vic was Jewish. I 
was able to live stream the funeral service. 

His obituary appeared in several publica-
tions along with tributes and remember-
ances, including from Governor Walz.

So, I say goodbye Vic and thank you 
for always being you. My perception of 
Vic is that he never thought anything was 
about him. He saw himself as an orga-
nizer and enabler of others in the pursuit 
of justice. It was always about process. 
Thank you for facilitating that focus group 
that inspired me to start Elder Voices, and 
later accepting me as part of the leadership 
team of All Elders.

Today All Elders United for Justice is 
a registered non-profit with the state of 
Minnesota. It has bylaws. A common in-
terest in redressing Ageism. It has a bank 
account. An executive committee and tem-
porary Board of Directors. A website is in 
the works. Jonathan Rose is executive di-
rector. We seek to fill the void left by Vic 
by pursuing our mission as out lined in 
the bylaws.

So, dear reader, who is someone 
in your life who has inspired you to do 
something you never imagined you would 
be doing? Tell yourself, tell others or tell 
me.

In gratitude. Rest in peace, Vic.

By Donald L. 
Hammen

STORIES & JOURNEYS

Donald L. Hammen is a longtime south 
Minneapolis resident, and serves on the 
All Elders United for Justice leadership 
team.

GOODBYE, VIC, AND THANK YOU

The Bell family is even more interesting than you think. (Photo courtesy of Heather Bell)
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In a case of good 
intentions backfiring, 
Hennepin County has 
planned a B Line ex-
press bus route that 
will crawl along Lake 
Street at the pace of 
stalled traffic. This will 
result from its lane re-
configuration that was 
planned without con-
sulting those who live 
and work along this busy county road.

People generally like the idea of fast-
er bus service. I have used the A-Line on 
Snelling Avenue in St. Paul to hasten my 
trips to the state fair; I think it works well. 
Snelling has two lanes of traffic in each 
direction, so cars can pass buses that are, 
after all, designed to stop for passengers 
even when the light is green.

Hennepin County will have none 
of that nonsense. Eastbound, the coun-
ty plans just one lane of through traffic.  
When the bus stops at a green light, the 
cars behind it will stop at a green light. 
Worse than that, the design has most bus 
stops on the far corner of the stoplight, 
with the bus stopping in the only lane of 
traffic. When a bus goes through a green 
light and stops, cars behind the bus will 
stop in the intersection on a green light. 
When that light turns red, the cars can-
not budge because there is but one lane 
of traffic and a bus is blocking it. So, the 
cross traffic also cannot move.

If you think that this configuration is 
bad for cars but good for buses, you are 
half right. It’s bad for buses, too. Consider 
Lake Street at the River Road. Eastbound 
traffic backs up one or two blocks at each 
red light. That’s in two lanes. If you crowd 
all that traffic into one lane, that doubles 
the length of the backup. That’s bad for 
all vehicles that will wait several lights to 

make it through the intersection – includ-
ing the buses stuck in that traffic. A single 
lane to accommodate both buses and cars 
does not accommodate either.

All of the above discussion assumes 
that a single lane exists, but we in Long-
fellow know that for five months every 
winter we lose the right lane of eastbound 
traffic. The parked cars obstruct that lane, 
and the snow is not even cleared from 
the lane at several intersections. Cars that 
currently shift to the inner lane to avoid 
parked cars and mounded snow in win-
ter (and bicycles in summer) will have no 
place to go.

In the planning for reconstruction 18 
years ago, a vocal few wanted to restrict 
Lake Street to one lane in each direction.  
Longfellow businesses objected. Hennepin 
County noted that the state requires four 
lanes if traffic exceeds 15,000 average daily 
trips (ADT), and Lake Street exceeded that 
at Snelling Avenue (20,300) and the river 
(17,000) and was close at 37th-38th Av-
enue (12,800, projected then to exceed 
15,000 in 2016).  In the reconstruction, all 
four lanes were retained, but the business-
es compromised significantly elsewhere 
by agreeing to construct and maintain en-
hanced lighting, decorative fencing, trash 
containers, and benches. It transformed 
Lake and made it an attractive street. The 
businesses paid hundreds of thousands 
of dollars for those enhancements on top 
of their normal taxes and the steep assess-
ments for the roadway. They still pay an 
extra $80,000 annually to maintain these 
improvements. Getting business support 
for these assessments was not easy and 
would not have been possible if Lake 
Street had been rebuilt with only two 
lanes.

Perhaps you think that this is not 
your problem because you live blocks 
from Lake Street. It will soon become your 

problem. Even now, driving on 28th or 
32nd Street to the river and then to the 
Lake Street Bridge can save time when 
eastbound traffic on Lake is backed up. 
When that backup doubles in one lane, 
you can expect traffic on other east-west 
streets to increase.

The long lines mean gaps in traf-
fic will occur only at stoplights, and then 
only when Lake Street traffic is not idling 
in the intersection behind a stopped bus. 
Elsewhere, nobody will be able to turn left 
onto Lake or cross Lake on foot or by car. 

How was this plan developed? Not 
in consultation with property owners; I 
received no notice and learned about the 
plan from a fellow property owner on 
Lake Street who received a map shortly 
before the official groundbreaking on May 
8. And not in consultation with the local 
business community; I am on the board 
of the Longfellow Business Association 
(LBA), which was never asked for input. I 
would have expected county representa-

tives to reach out and (1) inform property 
owners that they plan to restrict traffic to 
one lane; and (2) explain why they think 
one lane will suffice when their position 
when Lake Street was rebuilt was directly 
contrary.

As bad as Hennepin County’s process 
was, the resulting plan is worse. The coun-
ty should scrap its plan to abandon the 
current configuration of two lanes in each 
direction. Two lanes allow cars to pass 
stopped buses and prevent long backups 
of traffic that will ultimately slow all vehi-
cles – including buses. 

B-LINE BUSES AND CARS SHOULDN'T SHARE ONE LANE ON LAKE ST.

Note, the B-Line traffic plan calls for only one lane of eastbound traffic, with cars and the buses 
sharing one lane. There will be a center lane for turning traffic. Travel westbound will have two lanes 
with one lane designated as a bus lane. This 4 to 3 conversion was piloted on Lyndale Ave. last year.

WESTBOUND BUS
WESTBOUND VEHICLE
TURN LANE
EASTBOUND VEHICLE & BUS LANE

By Dan 
Kennedy

Dan Kennedy serves on the boards of 
the Longfellow Business Association 
and East Lake Special Services District, 
and served on the Hennepin County 

Project Advisory Committee when Lake Street 
was rebuilt. He is an attorney with Kennedy & 
Cain PLLC on East Lake Street, and this column 
reflects his personal perspective.

Where a dog 
can be a dog!

612-722-3647 •  www.funcitydogs.com

Daycare & No 
cage boarding
Webcams

24-hour supervision
South Mpls

15,000 sq ft 
of indoor and 
outdoor space

 CALL/TEXT US FOR DETAILS!

Coming soon!
Ted@TedBergstrom.com 

TED BERGSTROM

Beautiful 
3 bd 2 bath 
SWMPLS 
bungalow - 
steps to 
the creek

612-
723-5444

2 7 2 0  We s t  4 3 rd S t ,  L i n d e n  H i l l s
everettandcharlie.com

ART FOR LIVING  |  GIFTS FOR GIVING

OUR DEVOTION makes YOUR SELECTION better.
What happens when two fashion-obsessed 
love birds run an optical shop? Amazing things! 
(And a few nights on the couch).

Stop by to view our current Fall collection/
labor of love. 

4318 Upton Ave S. MPLS
owloptical.com • 612-367-4106
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Locally Owned, 
Community Focused.

Locally Owned, 
Community Focused.

Diane & Larry

Diane Mach & Larry LaVercombe
REALTORS THAT ROCK!

  DianeandLarry.com  |  larry@larrylavercombe.com612-845-5273

I’m fixing 
a hole 

where 
the 

Lennon/McCartney

rain 
gets in...

Time 
for new 
digs?  

Call us.

Old Home 
Aficionado
Experience + passion

Mike Smith Real Estate Broker
140 Homes Sold & 63 Million in Sales for 2022

651-324-6211 | AndersonRealtyMn.com 

Gardening Angel Garden Design
Design • Install • Maintain
Residential & Commercial

YOUR NEIGHBORHOOD LANDSCAPER!

Margi MacMurdo 612.206.7089 gardeningangel612@gmail.com

57
% of Consumers Turn to 
Print or Digital Advertis-
ing in Minnesota News-
papers when Deciding 

Which Brands, Products and Services 
to Buy. Source: 2021  Minnesota Market Study, by Coda 
Ventures)

The research is in.
YOUR CUSTOMERS 
ARE LOOKING 

HERE.
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MARKET SERIES1

SEE A TURTLE ON LAND?
SHARE THE DETAILS ONLINE

The Minneapolis Park and Recreation 
Board (MPRB) received more than 300 
reports of turtle sightings in 2022, includ-
ing many impressive photos and videos. 
MPRB hopes to receive even more this 
year. Any and all reports help efforts to 
protect these animals at critical locations 
in the park system. Turtles are most vul-
nerable in springtime and when moving 
about on land.

 Migrations of both adult turtles and 
tiny hatchlings can take them across roads 
and paths.

 In 2021, dead turtles accounted for 10 
percent of reported sightings; among the 

dead turtles, more than 90 percent were 
spotted in roadways.

 Adults are leaving the water to find 
summer habitat or suitable nesting spots 
on land. Snapping and painted turtles, the 
most common species in Minneapolis, 

may migrate up to a mile to nest.
 Meanwhile, hatchlings are emerging 

from their nests on land to make their 
way to water. These spring hatchlings have 
waited all winter in the nest (!) to make 
this journey; in fall, eggs laid in the spring 
yield a new wave of hatchlings heading to 
water.   

Even softshell turtles, which nest on 
beaches or other land close to water, can 
still be vulnerable to predators, including 
domestic dogs (one reason they must be 
leashed).

Go to bit.ly/ReportATurtle to report 
turtles within Minneapolis. Report turtle 
sightings elsewhere at HerpMapper. In-
clude images if at all possible: They help 
verify turtle species and activities.

ART DROPS THROUGHOUT SUMMER
The next art drop hosted by Lake 

Street Council is on Thursday, June 1 at 6 
p.m. in Uptown. Get photo hints to help 
find the art in its stories on on Instagram 
or Facebook @VisitLakeStreet.

An art drop is when an artist leaves 
artwork in a public place, like a treasure 
hunt for gifts for the community. While 
the amount of artwork hidden will change 
each month, there will typically be up to a 
dozen pieces to find. The first individuals 
to locate each art treasure gets to take it 
home at no cost. Since there is a limited 
quantity at each art drop, each person is 
asked to take only one. After the art drop, 
stay for dinner, drinks, or shopping at a 
Lake Street small business.

Mark your calendars now for every 
first Thursday at 6 p.m. now through Sep-
tember for the art drops. Locations will 
rotate all along the Lake Street corridor 
and there will be new art pieces each time.

SHAKESPEARE IN OUR PARKS
Classical Actors Ensemble (CAE) 

announces a 9th season of Shakespeare 
in Our Parks with a new production of 
"Much Ado About Nothing." Directed by 
Producing Artistic Director Joseph Papke, 
this comedy will be performed in parks 
across the Twin Cities, June 16 – July 16, 
2023, including partnership performances 
with Franconia Sculpture Park and the MN 
Humanities Center.

CAE honors Shakespeare’s work by 
making high-quality entertainment avail-
able for all at no charge through its annual 
Shakespeare in Our Parks program. CAE 
encourages audiences to bring a picnic to 
enjoy this free outdoor entertainment for 
the entire family. In keeping with CAE’s 
aesthetic, this production will include live, 
modern music performed by the cast.

Local shows include:
• Friday, June 16, 7 p.m.: Lyndale Park 

Rose Garden , 4124 Roseway Rd. 55409
• Sunday, June 18, 7 p.m.: Matthews 

Park, 2318 29th Ave. S.
• Saturdays, June  1, 17, July 8, 15, 7 

p.m.: Lake of the Isles (Newton Ave. S. and 
W. Lake of the Isles Pkwy, Mpls)

DRAG SHOW OPERA
Local drag and opera artists will show-

case their original and collaborative per-
formances at the Historic Mounds Theatre 
on June 16 and 17 at 7:30 p.m. and June 
18 at 4 p.m. (ASL-interpreted on June 17.) 
Each performance will feature five opera 
performers –Victoria Vargas, Dom Woo-
ten Embretson, Tracey Engleman, Justin 
Anthony Spenner, and Jordan Weather-
ston Pitts – alongside six of the Twin Cit-
ies’ most legendary drag artists: Damien 
D’Luxe, Victoria DeVille, Andre 1,000, 
Rustina Phoenix Nuttz, Dick Von Dyke, 
Kamaree Williams. Together, they will per-
form new routines set to live opera perfor-
mances. AOT model always offers “Pay As 
Able” and “Pay It Forward” ticket options 
to keep opera financially accessible.

SEMILLA CENTER ARTS CELEBRATION
The Semilla Center for Healing 

and the Arts invites you to a celebra-
tion of the Southside neighborhood, 
and a chance to plant beauty in the 
community. Come and make art 
that can become Semillas or Seeds of 
Hope! Learn how to make lanterns for 
a procession this fall on Lake Street. 
Local professional artists will be teach-
ing how to make art Live music by 
local musicians and open mic. Great 
food. Free and family friendly. From 
4-7 p.m. on Sunday, June 25; followed 

by an outdoor puppet show by Open Eye 
Theatre.

Semilla Center for Healing and the 
Arts is at 2742 15th Ave S. More at https://
www.semillacenter.org/.

EXPLORE METRO’S ENDURING PLACES
Minnesota author Julie Jo Severson 

will be signing copies of her book, “Oldest 
Twin Cities: A Guide to Historic Treasures” 
on Saturday, June 3, from 10 a.m.-5 p.m. 
at Swede Hollow Park, 688 Minnehaha 
Avenue E., St. Paul. Whether you’re long-
ing to reconnect with your metropolitan 
home, planning a different kind of itin-
erary for out-of-town guests, or shopping 
for a smart and timeless gift, you’ll marvel 
at the vibrant glimpses of life, culture, and 
human perseverance glistening within the 
stories of “Oldest Twin Cities.” Severson 
blends old-world history with modern-day 
relevance.

Stenzel emphasized that the Minne-
apolis Park Markets are not farmers mar-
kets, which the park board already permits 
at various locations throughout the city. 
While visitors will not find any fresh pro-
duce at these markets, they will be able 
to shop a variety of other goods and learn 
about other services. Lake Harriet, for ex-
ample, will have a vendor selling fresh cut 
flowers, another selling wooden children’s 
toys, and another selling organic skincare 
products, among others. 

The park board is partnering with 
several community organizations to put 
on some of the markets. They will work 
with the Black Market for the event at The 
Commons that will feature Black-owned 
businesses and professionals. At Water 
Works, the market will showcase a number 
of Indigenous vendors and artists. 

Stenzel said the response from ven-
dors who want to participate in the Min-
neapolis Park Markets has been great, and 
the events are all nearly at capacity. Stenzel 
said the park board may consider expand-
ing these markets to additional parks in 
the future, but for now, they are going to 

see how the first year goes. It all depends 
on the feedback they get from both ven-
dors and park goers. 

“There’s so many good, really talent-
ed people in Minneapolis that maybe just 
can’t get over that hump or just want to 
try something or want to do this or that,” 
Stenzel said. “Success for us is somebody 
that came in that was a young entrepre-
neur who maybe started in the park and 
worked their way up to something bigger.” 

More information on the Minneapolis 
Park Markets can be found at minneap-
olisparks.org.

Volunteer In 
Your Community
Lutheran Social Service of MN is 
seeking volun teers age 55+ in your 
area to provide companionship to 
older adults or mentor school-age 
children. Volunteers commit to reg-
ular weekly hours for a tax-free sti-
pend and mileage reimbursement. 
Please contact Please contact Tina 
at 651-310-9425 or
Tina.Voss@lssmn. org for more 
information and to make an impact 
in your community.

WANT TO REACH 
48,000+ PEOPLE IN THE 

NEIGHBORHOOD? 
YOU CAN – WITH EACH 

EDITION OF THE CONNECTOR.
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tions of hospitality and the work we chose 
to pursue. Isn’t that the best part about 
your local eatery or watering hole? No 
matter how bad things are, you can gather 
with others to savor the good things in 
life – food, drink and the comfort of con-
versation. 

Then we were told that we wouldn’t 
be allowed to do that. We were told to 
close our doors, turn off our ovens and 
stopper our bottles. Hospitality prac-
titioners were told that the best way we 
could help was to stay home and not do 
what we do best.

One of the things I’ve always loved 
about people who cook in kitchens or 
pour drinks or work the door or the floor 
of any food service operation is that being 
told something can’t be done or isn’t pos-
sible is always seen as a challenge to be 
overcome. Restaurant people don’t walk 
away, we find a way…

That’s why hospitality operations all 
over the great state of Minnesota contin-
ued to gather as teams and prepare and 
serve food free of charge to as many peo-
ple as we knew would need it – front line 
workers, public school students, anyone 
in need anywhere we could find. It was 
something we knew we needed to do and 
we wouldn’t be told “No.” Since we were 
not allowed to officially open our doors 
and incorporate commerce, we just did it 
out of kindness. In doing so we re-discov-
ered the true nature of our vocation and 
it’s most spiritual reward: the ability to 
nourish one another. 

In the year that followed, despite the 
violence, confrontations and upheaval 
that our communities experienced, I saw 
the bonds that hospitality workers formed 
over years of pressure in our kitchens and 
dining rooms grow stronger in our streets 
and public forums. More than anything, 
we made it a priority to declare that we 

are at our strongest and at our best when 
we declare the importance of our diversity 
– when we give voice to the fact that im-
migrants, indigenous and people of color 
are the foundation of deliciousness in our 
country. 

As I kept walking through our cor-
ner of Minneapolis, processing the three 
years of loss and uncertainty that began 
in March of 2020, I thought about how, 
in the aftermath of financial ruin and civil 
unrest, many restaurants run by several 
of my friends and colleagues just aren’t 
around anymore. The hospitality business 
is fickle and difficult enough without the 
aforementioned circumstances, but there 
was a certain combination of the two that 
caused a lot of hardworking and talented 
members of our community to wash their 
hands of the only career they’d ever pur-
sued and just walk away.

It struck me with a certain amount of 
weight that I was considering those losses 
while I was crossing Lyndale Avenue on 
46th street where, just a few blocks south, 
chef Miguel Urrutia turned his taco truck 
into brick and mortar magnificence and 
worked like a champion with his team to 
keep it alive with takeout through those 
dark days of 2020 and 2021. A few blocks 

north, chef Ann Ahmed had seen her vi-
sion through those same ugly years to 
grace us with the beauty and deliciousness 
of an homage to her family heritage by 
opening Khâluna in October of 2021 – a 
restaurant I consider one of the hands-
down finest in Minnesota.

I  thought about other recently 
opened-eateries offering new approaches 
to Minnesota cuisine like the daytime-on-
ly Kruse Markit on Nicollet Avenue run 
by the triple threat of ‘Collectively Cool 
Humans’ otherwise known as Beth Fish-
er, Sarah Lee and Heidi Stark – or the sis-
ter and brother team of Aubry and Kale 
Walch offering their vegan innovations at 
Herbie Butcher’s Fried Chicken.

How blessed are we that on one end 
of our neighborhood we can gorge our-
selves on the traditional aromatic classics 
of South Asian gastronomy at Hyderabad 
Indian Grill on 60th Street while savoring 
those same flavors elevated to futuristic 
presentations by Sohil G at Raag Progres-
sive Indian Cuisine on 50th Street just east 
of France Avenue?

Just before I crossed the 35W bridge 
on the Diamond Lake exit to head back 
home, I passed Órale, our neighborhood 
staple for tacos and takeout – another 

hearty survivor of tough times – and their 
new next door neighbor, Thai Pepper, of-
fering up the noodles, salads and savory 
heat from a country about as geographi-
cally distant as one can get from Minne-
sota.

I, for one, am overjoyed about that.
Something I have always loved about 

food is its ability to take us anywhere on 
the planet that we would rather be, for 
whatever reason we wanted to go there. 
After the long, dark winter of the past 
three years, I am beyond grateful that the 
aforementioned, hardworking visionaries 
are taking Minnesota into a new season of 
both culture and cuisine. It seems to me 
that they are already leading us home.

A CHANGE OF SEASON1

Saturday cruise on a beautiful afternoon. 
it’s great to see all the cool cars come 
out this time of year.

For hire: Presentations, parties, insect safaris, garden 
consult & more
www.etsy.com/shop/DragonsWyndInsects
jessica@dragonswynd.com

J.D. Fratzke is a husband, father, wilder-
ness advocate, and word enthusiast. He 

has spent most of his adult life toiling in 
restaurant kitchens to varying degrees of suc-
cess.  A lifelong Minnesotan, JD and his family 
live in South Minneapolis.  

Chefs to check out include Ann Ahmed of 
Khâluna (at left) and the sister-brother team of 
Aubry and Kale Walch of Herbie Butcher’s Fried 
Chicken.

TIDBIT FROM OUR READERSHIP AUDIT: 
DID YOU KNOW THAT 2+ PEOPLE TOUCH 

EACH COPY OF THE CONNECTOR?

ST. PAUL APPROVES RAISED, SEPARATED 
BIKE TRAIL ON SUMMIT AVENUE
By Jane McClure

Plans for the Summit Avenue Regional 
Trail won a 6-1 vote from the St. Paul City 
Council on May 24, 2023, after more than 
four hours of testimony. The plans now go 
to the Metropolitan Council to meet a June 
30 deadline.

Members of the Summit Avenue group 
Save Our Street, historic preservationists 
and some cyclists said the plan is flawed 
and should be discarded. They raised issues 
including loss of trees and impacts on the 
street’s historic districts. Some brought up 
reports from project engineering consul-
tant Bolton and Menk, which raised several 
technical questions about the project itself.

Others asked for a delayed vote, ques-
tioning why a decision came immediately 
after public testimony.

But many bicycling advocates from 
across the Twin Cities hailed the vote as a 
big win. Not only is a raised, separated bike 
trail promoted as safer and providing the 
chance for more to enjoy the street, a new 
trail on Summit is seen be advocates as a 
key tie into the greater regional bike facili-
ties network.

A long-range plan calls for the Ayd 
Mill Road and the Mississippi River Bou-
levard trails in St. Paul to tie into Minne-
apolis’ Midtown Greenway via land along 
area railroads and the railroad High Bridge 
over the Mississippi River. Mississippi River 
Boulevard and Summit are regional trails, 
and receive regional as well as city funds 
for upkeep and improvements. A decision 
on whether Midtown Greenway should be-
come a regional trail has been pushed to 
June.

The vote on May 24 isn’t expected to 
end many months of debate. The vote came 
the same day that Ramsey County District 
Court Judge Patrick Diamond denied a 

temporary restraining order sought by the 
advocacy group Save Our Streets, Summit 
Avenue Residential Preservation Association 
(SARPA) and attorney Robert Cattanach to 
put a hold on the project. The lawsuit was 
focused on city delays in meeting data ac-
cess requests focused on the trail. Cattanach 
said his group will be evaluating its options. 
He maintains the city hasn’t followed prop-
er procedures with the project.

The separated raised trail would run 
the length of Summit. Design would vary 
by street segment. Much controversy cen-
ters on Summit east of Lexington Parkway 
where about 50 percent of on-street parking 
would be removed. That brought up con-
cerns of reception halls, places of worship, 
sober houses and residents losing parking. 
Several women said they already don’t feel 
safe walking at night, and would have to 
walk longer distances when the trail goes in.

More than 200 people filled the coun-
cil chambers, with more than 90 signing 
up to speak. City officials have received 
thousands of comments for and against the 
project.

Rebuilding the entirely of Summit 
would cost about $100 million; incorpo-
rating the bike trail could add about $12 
million more. The project has no timeline 
and no funding, although the city’s pro-
posed 1 percent sales tax increase is seen 
as a possible source. The sales tax would 
have to be approved by voters, possibly this 
November.

One big point of debate is tree loss. 
There are 1,561 trees in the Summit corri-
dor. City and Save Our Street studies vary 
widely as to how many trees would be lost.

Opponents, who outnumbered sup-
porters by more than two to one, raised 
many arguments against the plan. Several 
said the plan is being pushed along by a 
small band of cyclists.
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By Cam Gordon

This city’s recently release update to 
its 2013 Climate Action Plan is grabbing 
the attention of community members, 
council members and candidates alike.   

Called the Climate Equity Plan, a 
draft was released in April and the city is 
taking public comment through June 5 be-
fore a new draft is released and approved 
this summer. 

“We heard from hundreds of people 
in our community in the development of 
this new climate equity plan and worked 
hard to ensure it reflected what we were 
hearing from community priorities,” said 
Kim Havey, who has been leading the ef-
fort as the Minneapolis Health Depart-
ment’s Director of sustainability. 

The goal of the plan is to significant-
ly reduce climate pollution by 2030 and 
make the city carbon neutral by 2050. 
Strategies include insulating 30,000 
homes, reducing natural gas emissions, 
supporting 1,000 new green jobs, and ex-
panding green space and local food pro-
duction. 

According to the plan, in 2021 3.6 
million metric tons of greenhouse gas 
(GHG) emissions were released into the 
air in Minneapolis. The city estimated that 
45% of that is coming from natural gas, 
28% comes from electricity that is pro-
duced by burning fossil fuels, and 24% 
comes from motor vehicles.  In order to 
meet the goal of zero GHG emissions by 
2050, as outlined in the plan, transition-
ing to using clean renewable energy sourc-
es for heating, electricity and transporta-
tion is called for. 

The new plan focuses on equity as 
well as climate action. It outlines a tale of 
two cities and states, “Redlining practices 
of the 1920s systematically provided less 
green infrastructure and located less de-
sirable buildings like manufacturing facil-
ities and transportation corridors through 
BIPOC, low-income neighborhoods.” 

The plan notes that climate change 
“hits our most vulnerable communities 
the hardest,” and prioritizes the city’s des-
ignated Green Zones, cultural districts and 
lower-income households. “Achieving eq-
uity,” it says, “means that all people – re-
gardless of their race, color, gender, age, 
sexuality, national origin, ability, or in-
come – live in safe and healthy commu-
nities.”

FEEDBACK AND FORUMS 
The plan has been attracting attention 

throughout the city.   
More than 500 people have com-

mented on the draft. “We’ve already start-
ed incorporating some of the feedback 
into the next version of the plan which 
will be shared in the near future,” said 
Havey.

Council members in the southwest 
Wards of 7, 11 and 13 have hosted com-
munity meetings about the plan. Ward 
13 Council Member Linea Palmisano 
planned to hold a forum on June 1, and 
has met about the plan with groups in-
cluding MN 350 and neighborhood asso-
ciations. 

“I am as eager as anyone to get start-
ed,” said Palmisano. “We have lots of 
current needs that we can work to scale 
up quickly, such as home weatherization, 
green cost share, green careers and bio-
char. We already work on these programs 
and others, such as 0% loans, free Home 
Energy Squad visits, Truth in Sale of Hous-
ing (TISH) Energy Reports and more have 
continued while we’ve been developing 

this new plan. And that is just a start – we 
will be in a continuous process of creating 
new programs and then coming back to 
the community for feedback on how it’s 
working and consideration of any further 
policies.” 

Community Power has hosted several 
candidate forums where the plan has been 
discussed. MN350 has also helped educate 
community members on the plan.

Tangletown resident Rikki Honnold 
got involved with MN350 in 2020. “Peo-
ple changed their behaviors so quickly 
for coronavirus, and the city government 
passed urgent emergency ordinances, but 
the city’s urgency against climate change 
still feels slow,” Honnold said. “When I 
found out that there was a dedicated 
group specifically helping guide policy to 
reduce CO2 emissions, I joined in to vol-
unteer for the sake of my children’s future 
air quality.” 

Honnold added, “I do not see the 
city’s plan as having any actions toward 
providing subsidies and financing for 
low-income families, for both weather-
ization and electric appliances.” She is 
pressing for a study presented to the city 
council in February to be included in the 
plan. That study recommended starting 
with 4,400 buildings to transition to elec-
trification instead of natural gas in 2024. 
“The CEE study presented to the council 
has better goals and a more urgent time-
line than the city’s draft plan,” she said. 
“It would be nice to see someone with the 
political will to make electrification a pri-
ority, starting this year.” 

HOW WILL IT BE PAID FOR?
“While I’m pleased the city’s proposed 

plan begins to show an understanding 
between climate action and racial equity, 
paying attention to the needs of our his-
torically neglected neighborhoods, I don’t 
think the mayor has in any way begun to 
reckon with the amount of revenue the 
city is going to need to raise to meet the 
climate goals he’s committed to,” said 
Longfellow resident Michelle Hensley. “He 
and the city council must make the major 
spewers of greenhouse gases in Minneap-
olis pay fees for their pollution, and raise 
the almost $4 billion in revenue Minneap-
olis is going to need to meet their climate 
pledges.”  

While there is no budget presented 
in the plan, it identifies three sources to 
facilitate implementation through a “Cli-
mate Legacy Initiative.” These are increas-
ing revenues from franchise fees that are 
currently charged for gas and electricity 
based on a percentage of use, applying a 
social cost of carbon to emissions through 
the state’s Pollution Control Annual Regis-
tration (PCAR) program that allows cities 
to collect fees from polluting businesses, 
and by utilizing new federal, state, and 
local grant funding. Palmisano said she is 
open to using all three sources.

“The Climate Equity Plan is meant 
to be an aspirational document to set ag-
gressive and ambitious targets, like Race 
to Zero, that drive our decisions into the 
future,” said Palmisano. She noted that 
implementation could be accelerated 
with adequate funding and staff. “It is up 
to me, as a policy maker, to help us put 

into play the infrastructure that will reach 
those targets.”

The plan has attracted the attention of 
southwest council candidates. 

“I am glad that equity is at the center 
of the city’s plan. For too long, diverse and 
historically polluted neighborhoods have 
had to bear a disproportionate environ-
mental burden,” said Scott Graham, who 
is running for the Ward 7 seat. “Weather-
izing and electrifying homes in the Green 
Zones and across the city will be a huge 
lift, but it is an essential piece to reducing 
the energy burden close to or below 4% 
of income for Minneapolitans. This work 
will also support the creation of new green 
jobs for residents, another crucial piece for 
both our local economy and climate.”

“The plan should outline a compre-
hensive funding strategy that meets the 
moment,” said Katie Cashman, who is 
also running for the Ward 7 seat. “I would 
like to see the plan outline the cost of each 
action item, and clearly identify which 
city departments are in charge of imple-
menting the action steps. The city needs 
to make it as easy as possible for build-
ing owners and homeowners to transi-
tion from gas-powered furnaces and water 
heaters to electric appliances. Outreach 
efforts need to be included in the budget. 
I’d also like to see the downtown district 
energy system transition off fossil fuels 
entirely.”

“It’s critical that the city do better in 
the ‘order of operation’ across Climate 
Plan projects. For example, the draft plan’s 
focus on reducing car trips is particularly 
harsh and burdensome on Ward 13 due to 
the lesser density, distance from the urban 
center, and older population,” said Kate 
Mortenson who is seeking the Ward 13 
city council seat. “In terms of the opportu-
nity to build or retrofit infrastructure with 

talent sourced from within underinvested 
communities, we need a stronger tie-in 
with organized labor, including how to 
develop interest, recruit and train the an-
ticipated climate workforce. Probably the 
most mysterious aspect of the draft plan is 
how it will be paid for.”

CAUTIOUS, CURIOUS AND HOPEFUL
People appear to be both cautious 

and curious, but also hopeful, about the 
potential of this updated plan and how it 
might help city government to “…collab-
orate with residents to advance environ-
mentally just policies that achieve deep 
carbon emission reductions, repair past 
environmental injustices perpetrated upon 
Indigenous, Black and Communities of 
color, and create solutions for a sustain-
able, inclusive economy,” as its mission 
says.  

“Sadly, climate change will cause dras-
tic lifestyle changes in 10 years if we don’t 
make gradual lifestyle changes like electri-
fication and transitioning away from natu-
ral gas now,” said Honnold.

“We are still accepting feedback and 
want to get this right. City staff would like 
to move this forward in June,” said Palm-
isano. “If there is significant community 
pushback, the plan might get delayed until 
2024. I think we can all agree that this is 
too important to wait and we need to get 
this work moving forward.”

“We’re proud that in the years to 
come, not only will we be doing our part 
to mitigate climate change, but we’ll have 
a cleaner, greener, healthier city, and our 
community members will be able to see 
our beautiful city evolve over time,” said 
Havey.

 “It’s a chance,” said Hensley, “for 
Minneapolis to be a bold leader and set 
a national example of how a city can ad-
dress climate change.” 

“If successful,” added Havey, “this 
could make Minneapolis one of the most 

Become a Tutor! 
Join.ReadingandMath.org

As city creates Climate Equity 
Plan, some push for more and 
others applaud new outline

DOING BETTER FOR THE CLIMATE
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Briefs compiled by Cam Gordon.

WEST 21ST STREET CLOSURE
West 21st Street between Upton and 

Thomas avenues closed to non-residen-
tial vehicle traffic on May 22. It will likely 
remain closed until autumn for utility, 
track and roadway construction related 
to  the light rail project. Local access for 
residents on Upton Ave. S.will be main-
tained through a temporary bypass road. 
Kenilworth Trail will also be temporarily 
closed between West 21st St. and the Bryn 
Mawr Station for the duration of the con-
struction season.

LEGISLATORS END SESSION 
The state legislature finished its work 

on May 22 and adjourned until Feb 12, 
2024. Among other things, they approved 
a health spending and policy bill, a $2.6 
billion capital investment package and 
$300 million for nursing homes as part 
of 30 priority bills identified by the Dem-
ocratic Farmer Labor party. After the ses-
sion ended, southwest representative and 
house majority leader, State Representa-
tive Jamie Long, said, “We set out a vi-
sion and we delivered.” The bills passed 
also included a transportation bill cham-
pioned by local State Senator Scott Dib-
ble and Representative Frank Hornstein 
that will provide $1.48 billion for roads, 
bridges and other transportation needs in 
the next two years, including $2 million 
for Metro Transit mental health and ad-
diction intervention teams, and $195 mil-
lion for building passenger rail between 
the Twin Cities and Duluth.  

DFL WARD CONVENTIONS
The Democratic Farmer Labor (DFL) 

party has completed its planned round of 
city-ward level meetings to consider en-
dorsing city council member candidates 
in each ward, including the southwest 
wards of 7, 8, 10, 11 and 13.  The Ward 10 
meeting was held on May 13, but was re-
cessed before an endorsement vote could 
be taken due to the disruptive behavior of 
some participants. It may be rescheduled.  
At the Ward 7 meeting on May 21, Scott 
Graham, Katie Cashman and Scott Glo-
bus were seeking the endorsement. No 
candidate was endorsed and all three ap-
pear to be continuing their campaigns.  At 
the Ward 8 meeting on May 20, Soren Ste-
venson was endorsed with 68% percent 
of the vote. Andrea Jenkins, who received 
29% of the vote said she will continue in 
the race. Emily Koski was endorsed at the 
Ward 11 meeting on May 21 with 85% of 
the vote.  Linea Palmisano was endorsed 
at the Ward 13 convention on April 1.  
Kate Mortenson was not endorsed, but is 
continuing her campaign. The candidate 
filing period goes from Aug. 1 to 15, so 
more candidates are likely to enter the 
races and others may drop out.

COMMUNITY CONNECTIONS CONFERENCE 
The 2023 Community Connections 

Conference will be held on June 10 at the 
Minneapolis Convention Center. This is a 
free annual event.

CITY BRIEFS

John Wilson lives in south Minneapolis 
and pays attention to transit issues.

LAND BANK APPOINTS NEW EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
Land Bank Twin Cit-

ies, a nonprofit organiza-
tion that works to break 
barriers to equitable real 
estate development and 
provide investment op-
portunities for under-
se rved  communi t ies 
across the Twin Cities, has 
appointed Thomas Streitz as the Interim Ex-
ecutive Director. Streitz was one of the origi-
nal founders of Land Bank Twin Cities more 
than 13 years ago and most recently served 
as its Board Chair. Streitz’s appointment fol-
lows the retirement of Sandy Oakes, who 
served as President of Land Bank Twin Cit-
ies for 10 years. Streitz resides in southwest 
Minneapolis. 

SMETANA JOINS LYNDALE NEIGHBORHOOD GROUP
Sami Smetana is 

thrilled to be joining the 
Lyndale Neighborhood 
Association as Executive 
Director. Originally from 
western Wisconsin, Smet-
ana moved to Minneso-
ta in 2016. A resident of 
South Minneapolis her-
self,  Smetana is incredi-
bly excited to engage with and support the 
Lyndale community to continue to shape 
the neighborhood to be safe, vibrant, and 
sustainable. In her free time, you will likely 
find  Smetana with her family exploring the 
wonderful parks throughout Minneapolis or 
gardening in her backyard.

BID FAREWELL TO SARAH AT KINGFIELD
Bid farewell  and 

thank longtime Kingfield 
Neighborhood Associa-
tion Executive Director 
Sarah Linnes-Robinson 
on Monday June 5 at 
Tap Society, 6:30-9 p.m. 
Linnes-Robinson also 
recently worked as the 
Lyndale Neighborhood 
Group Interim Executive Director.

WORK AT PAINTER PARK
Construction on improvements at 

Painter Park begins this July. The improve-
ments include: Relocated and reconstructed 
tennis court includes striping for two pick-
leball courts using portable nets; relocated 
and reconstructed full basketball court with 
additional shoot-around hoop area; and 
new street-style skatepark with incorporated 
transition-style features. 

MINNEAPOLIS BACK TO 3RD BEST PARK
Trust for Public Land has announced 

that Saint Paul repeated its second-place fin-
ish on the annual ParkScore index. Minne-
apolis climbed to third, two spots ahead of 
2022’s fifth place ranking. Minneapolis’ rise 
was based largely on improvements to park 
amenities. Both cities finished just behind 
defending ParkScore champion Washing-
ton, DC, which retains the ParkScore Title 
for the third consecutive year. The ParkS-
core index evaluates park systems in the 100 
most populous U.S. cities.

NEIGHBORHOOD NEWS

Promo Number: 285

*For those who qualify. One coupon per household. No obligation estimate valid for 1 year.  **Offer valid at time of estimate only. 
2The leading consumer reporting agency conducted a 16 month outdoor test of gutter guards in 2010 and recognized LeafFilter as the 
“#1 rated professionally installed gutter guard system in America.” Manufactured in Plainwell, Michigan and processed at LMT Mercer 
Group in Ohio. See Representative for full warranty details. Registration# 0366920922 CSLB# 1035795 Registration# HIC.0649905 Li-
cense# CBC056678 License# RCE-51604 Registration# C127230 License# 559544 Suffolk HIC  License# 52229-H License# 2102212986 
License# 262000022 License# 262000403 License# 2106212946 License# MHIC111225 Registration# 176447 License# 423330 Reg-
istration# IR731804 License# 50145 License# 408693 Registration# 13VH09953900 Registration# H-19114 License# 218294 Regis-
tration# PA069383 License# 41354 License# 7656 DOPL #10783658-5501 License# 423330 License# 2705169445 License# LEAFF-
NW822JZ License# WV056912 

1-855-577-1268CALL US TODAY FOR
A FREE ESTIMATE

BACKED BY A YEAR-ROUND 
CLOG-FREE GUARANTEE

Mon-Thurs: 8am-11pm, Fri-Sat: 8am-5pm,  
Sun: 2pm-8pm EST

% %
OFF OFF20 +

YOUR ENTIRE 
PURCHASE*

SENIORS &  
MILITARY!

10 FREE GUTTER 
ALIGNMENT +  
FREE GUTTER 
CLEANING*Coming in 

June.

ads@swConnector.com
612-255-1180

Contact us 
today.

AGING WELL

DFL ENDORSES SOREN STEVENSON 
FOR WARD 8 INSTEAD OF JENKINS
By Jill Boogren

Soren Stevenson earned the DFL en-
dorsement for Ward 8 City Council at its 
convention on May 20. Of the delegates, 
68% voted for Stevenson on the first ballot 
and over 29% for Council President Andrea 
Jenkins, thus sealing the party’s endorse-
ment in just one round. 

“This is a clear sign that Ward 8 is ready 
for new leadership,” said Stevenson when 
accepting the endorsement. “The city is 
ready for a kinder, safer Minneapolis, and 
we’re gonna take this all the way to Novem-
ber, and we’re gonna get that kinder, safer 
Minneapolis.” 

Held virtually, the convention began 
with a Q&A session wherein candidates 
were given a minute each to respond to 
about a dozen questions from delegates. 
Candidates were asked about affordable 
housing, food instability and accessibili-
ty for people who do not speak English as 
their first language. They were also asked 
about the best use of the Hiawatha Golf 
Course.  (Jenkins supports its historic na-

ture and retaining the 18-hole course. 
Stevenson supports the plan for a 9-hole 
course, which he said keeps the historic site 
while better preparing the city for our cli-
mate future.) 

In response to losing the endorsement, 
Jenkins said she was “very disappointed” 
but grateful to the 29% of people who sup-
port her. She will continue her campaign 
through November. 

T h e  n e x t  c o m -
ing Metro Transit pick 
( s c h e d u l e  c h a n g e ) 
is Saturday, June 17, 
2023. After three years 
of bad news, caused 
by the pandemic and 
then a driver shortage, 
Southwest Connector 
readers finally have 
something to rejoice 
about!

The hiring campaigns of the past year 
or so have finally brought in enough driv-
ers to restore some of the service that was 
previously suspended. Improvements this 
summer in the Southwest Connector read-
ership area include:

• The Orange Line on I-35W between 
downtown Minneapolis and Burnsville 
will run every 15 minutes rather than once 
every half hour midday on weekdays.

• Route 4 (Lyndale Ave. S.) will have 
minor schedule changes on weekends, 
and northbound on weekdays at rush 
hour.

• Route 6 (Hennepin/Xerxes/France 
Aves.) will have minor schedule changes 
on Saturdays and weekdays during the af-
ternoon rush hour.

• Route 23 (38th St. to Uptown Tran-
sit Center) will run once every half hour 
instead of once an hour midday on week-
days. Additionally, one additional trip will 
leave the Vets Home at 11:10 p.m.

• Route 25L, which runs through the 
Lowry Hill, Kenwood, and Cedar-Isles-
Dean neighborhoods to the Jewish Com-
munity Center in Saint Louis Park once 
per day in each direction on school days, 
will now run every weekday, whether or 
not school is open.

I suspect the improvements to Route 
23 will be appreciated most by Southwest 

Connector readers. I hope at least some of 
you find the Orange Line and Route 25L 
useful as well.

Security issues on buses and at sta-
tions may make some people apprehen-
sive about using Metro Transit. I under-
stand people don’t want to be bothered 
or have to suffer violence or smell smoke, 
urine, or other bad things. You may have 
noticed that the inside of Uptown Tran-
sit Center has been temporarily closed. It 
and five other transit stops throughout the 
Twin Cities are slated for a new security 
detail to keep indecorous and nefarious 
behavior to a minimum. Uptown Transit 
Center will reopen once the new security 
is in place.

Metro Transit is still hiring drivers, 
vehicle technicians, and railway main-
tenance people, as well as transit police. 
Wages range from $26 to $41 an hour. 
If you’re looking for a new career, please 
check out https://metrotransit.org.

There are still controversies and 
problems with the Green Line extension, 
which is still under construction. Most of 
the Green Line problems seem to revolve 
around the Kenilworth Corridor tunnel 
between Cedar Lake and Lake of the Isles. 
With the way things are going, we proba-
bly won’t see trains until 2027. More im-
portantly, will this debacle and the one in 
North Minneapolis regarding placement 
of the Blue Line extension kill new light 
rail projects for the foreseeable future? Bus 
rapid transit, like the A, C, D, Orange, and 
Red Lines, seems to be the preferred way 
to improve transit in the future, due to its 
less disruptive construction process. 

Do Southside Connector readers pre-
fer LRT or BRT?

SERVICE BEING RESTORED, SECURITY COMING

By John
Wilson
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Get a job delivering newspapers 
and earn $11-15/hr

Email Delivery@tmcpub.com or call/
text 612-235-7197.

HIRING: CARHIRING: CARRIERS  FOR WALKING ROUTESRIERS  FOR WALKING ROUTES

MARKETPLACE

CRISIS HOTLINE
Call the Minnesota Day One Crisis Hotline at 
1-866-223-1111 if you or someone you know 
is seeking shelter due to a dangerous relation-
ship or needs to create a safety plan.

LAWN CARE
All your GREEN needs - Mowing/Lawn 
Care/Landscaping. 20+ years in Mpls. Call 
612-781-3420. SorensenLawnCare.com

Garden Services - Planting, Maintaining, 
Light Yard Work & More. Call Larry 651-635-
9228.

PAINTING
Painting, wallpaper patch. Interior, exterior. 
Small jobs wanted. Jim. 612-202-5514.

SERVICES
Neighborhood Concrete - Sidewalks, Drive-
ways, Patios, Steps, NeighborhoodConcrete.
com 612-930-7071.

Gutter cleaning. Let the Rain Drain Away. 
Call Larry 651-635-9228.

Weekly mowing, complete lawn care. Call for 
details. Over 20 years in the neighborhood. A 
Greener Lawn Service. 612-554-4124.

WINDOW WASHING
Window washing, inside and out. “You will 
see the difference.” Call Larry. 651-635-9228.

BE SEEN HERE, TOO. BOOK AN AD.
DISPLAY OR WORD CLASSIFIED. 
BOTH ARE AFFORDABLE OPTIONS.

HOME BOOK YOUR CLASSIFIED WORD AD AT $1/WORD  @ www.swconnector.com or call 612-345-9998.

Matthew Molinaro
FREE ESTIMATES 

lic&Insured | certified arborist MN-4551A

TREE TRIMMING, 
REMOVAL & STUMP 

GRINDING

612.239.2508
MolinaroTree.com

NEXT DEADLINE:  Monday, June 5 |  PUBLICATION:  Thursday, June 15

FREE ESTIMATES

• Interior & Exterior Painting • Plaster / Sheetrock Repair
• Wood Stripping & Refinishing • Ceiling Texturing / Repair
• Wallpaper Stripping / Wall Repair / Skim Coating

FREE ESTIMATES

• Interior & Exterior Painting • Plaster / Sheetrock Repair
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• Wallpaper Stripping / Wall Repair / Skim Coating

FREE ESTIMATES

• Interior & Exterior Painting • Plaster / Sheetrock Repair
• Wood Stripping & Refinishing • Ceiling Texturing / Repair
• Wallpaper Stripping / Wall Repair / Skim Coating

(612) 827-6140 or (651) 699-6140
WWW.PAINTINGBYJERRYWIND.COM

FREE ESTIMATES

• Interior & Exterior Painting   •   Plaster / Sheetrock Repair
• Wood Stripping & Refinishing   •   Ceiling Texturing / Repair

• Wallpaper Stripping / Wall Repair / Skim Coating

Family Family 

Owned Owned 

for Over for Over 

60 Years60 Years

Insured | References
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Insurance Claims • Patching
Wood Finishing • Carpentry
• Exterior Wood Restoration

Water Damage Repair • Enameling
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greg@chileen.com

612-850-0325

Interior & Exterior Painting • Insurance Claims
Wood Finishing • Exterior Wood Restoration

Water Damage Repair • Patching • Enameling
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      MIDWEST CLASSIFIED NETWORK ADS

AUTOMOBILES
CASH FOR CARS! We buy all cars! Junk, high-end, 
totaled – it doesn’t matter! Get free towing and 
same day cash! NEWER MODELS too! Call 1-877-
978-2510.

DONATE YOUR CAR TO CHARITY. Receive maxi-
mum value of write off for your taxes. Running or 
not! All conditions accepted. Free pickup. Call for 
details. 855-752-6680. 

Donating your vehicle? Get more! Free Towing. 
Tax Deductible. Plus a $200 restaurant voucher 
and a 2-night/3-day hotel stay at one of 50 loca-
tions. Call Heritage for the Blind to donate your 
vehicle today - 1-855-977-7030. 

CABLE/INTERNET
FREE high-speed internet for those that qualify. 
Government program for recipients of select pro-
grams incl. Medicaid, SNAP, Housing Assistance, 
WIC, Veterans Pension, Survivor Benefits, Lifeline, 
Tribal. 15 GB internet service. Bonus offer: An-
droid tablet FREE with one-time $20 copay. Free 
shipping & handling. Call Maxsip Telecom today! 
1-866-443-3789. 

BEST SATELLITE TV with 2 Year Price Guarantee! 
$59.99/mo with 190 channels and 3 months free 
premium movie channels! Free next day installa-
tion! Call 855-824-1258. 

DirecTV Satellite TV Service Starting at $74.99/
month! Free Installation! 160+ channels available. 
Call Now to Get the Most Sports & Entertainment 
on TV! 844-558-1767 

DISH Network. $64.99 for 190 Channels! Blaz-
ing Fast Internet, $19.99/mo. (where available.) 
Switch & Get a FREE $100 Visa Gift Card. FREE 
Voice Remote. FREE HD DVR. FREE Streaming on 
ALL Devices. Call today! 1-855-434-0020

DIRECTV. New 2-Year Price Guarantee. The most 
live MLB games this season, 200+ channels and 
over 45,000 on-demand titles. $84.99/mo for 24 
months with CHOICE Package. Some restrictions 
apply. Call DIRECTV 1-866-296-1409.

Connect to the best wireless home internet with 
EarthLink. Enjoy speeds from 5G and 4G LTE net-
works, no contracts, easy installation, and data 
plans up to 300 GB. Call 844-878-2209. 

Dish Network: Only from Dish- 3-year TV Price 
Guarantee! 99% Signal Reliability, backed by guar-
antee. Includes Multi-Sport with NFL Redzone. 
Switch and Get a FREE $100 Gift Card. Call today! 
1-855-434-0020.

FINANCIAL
The COVID crisis has cost us all something. Many 
have lost jobs and financial security. Have $10K 
In Debt? Credit Cards. Medical Bills. Car Loans. 
Call NATIONAL DEBT RELIEF! We can help! Get a 
FREE debt relief quote: Call 1-866-552-0649.

FOR SALE
ENJOY 100% guaranteed, delivered-to-the-door 
Omaha Steaks! Get 8 FREE Omaha Steaks Burg-
ers! Order The All-Time Grilling Faves! ONLY 
$99.99. Call 1-888-356-4180 and mention code 
73375TNN or visit www.omahasteaks.com/Grill-

Faves5363.

HEALTH & MEDICAL
Portable Oxygen Concentrator May Be Covered 
by Medicare! Reclaim independence and mobility 
with the compact design and long-lasting battery 
of Inogen One. Free information kit! Call 844-
716-2411. 

DENTAL INSURANCE from Physicians Mutual 
Insurance Company. Coverage for 350 plus proce-
dures. Real dental insurance- NOT just a discount 
plan. Do not wait! Call now! Get your FREE Den-
tal Information Kit with all the details! 1-855-
973-9175 www.dental50plus.com/https://www.
dental50plus.com/midwest #6258

Don’t let the stairs limit your mobility! Discover 
the ideal solution for anyone who struggles on 
the stairs, is concerned about a fall or wants to re-
gain access to their entire home. Call AmeriGlide 
today! 1-877-916-2093. 

Stroke and Cardiovascular disease are leading 
causes of death, according to the American Heart 
Association. Screenings can provide peace of mind 
or early detection! Contact Life Line Screening to 
schedule your screening. Special offer - 5 screen-
ings for just $149. Call 1-866-742-7290. 

WANT TO BUY
GOLDENDOODLE PUPS, Health Cert & Vet 
checked, $895. 715-409-0533.

AKC REG. COCKER SPANIEL PUPS. NEW Big Lit-
ters! 50% OFF!!! Shots & wormed. 920-563-3410 
Mornings. (#268588)

Steve Polta e-mail: Stevepaintsmsp@gmail.com

STEVE’S PAINTING   651-207-2249  
Whole House Painting Specialists
Interior and Exterior - Repairs done also!

Professional Preparation and Painting t Ceilings t Brush & Roller t Windows  
Spraying t Trim Work t High Work t Neat, Experienced Crews

Buying

Info@minnieandpaul.com   

612-208-6405

Free Appraisals

Memorabilia

Sports Card  
Collections

Consignment Available

 

 





CONTACT SUZIE TODAY!

Ads@SWconnector.com 
612-255-1180

MEET YOUR SALES REP

SUZIE MARTY
believes in buying local and 
shopping local. She has held 
various positions over the 
years that promote local 
artists and tourism, including 

as an art buyer for Love from Minnesota Com-
pany, artisan manager at St. Croix Promotions 
and Retail, and docent at MIA. She is the owner 

of Everett & Charlie, a Linden Hills art gallery 
where art meets experience. It features only 
Minnesota artists. She is a TMC Publications 
marketing specialist, and can help you devel-
op a comprehensive marketing plan that fits 
your budget and needs.
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Relax and enjoy your life. Minnehaha Falls Landscaping designs and installs inviting, 
attractive outdoor spaces that give you room to grow. You need a space to put down 
roots, unwind, and share a moment of peaceful reflection each day.

• Patios are safe gathering places for friends  
and family.

• Consider modular seating arrangements that 
can accommodate a number of guests.

• Enhance patio aesthetics with a pollinator 
friendly blooming border or container planting.

• Build walkways, patios, and steps with matching 
materials to create a cohesive aesthetic.

• Incorporate two or more paver types to create a 
border around your new hardscape.

• Use larger pavers or pre-cut natural stone to 
make a sturdy space that is fun for entertaining MinnehahaFallsLandscape.com

Call us at 612-724-5454 to see  
what is possible with great landscape  

design and organic gardening.

LANDSCAPE FOR YOUR LIFESTYLE

Let’s talk about a landscape that fits your lifestyle and we’ll give you $50 off when you book your first project.  

Russ Henry,  
owner

Fresh air  •  Rest and relaxation  
Entertaining spaces  •  Beauty and tranquility   

Habitat for birds and pollinators

It’s your place. Your space.
Let us help you make the most of your backyard!Step Outside!

Design • Patios • Retaining Walls • Gardens • Lawns

MN Lic. BC750502
 

Sash cord repair and tune-up
Weatherstripping
Restoration and refinishing
Putty and glass repair

BRING NEW LIFE TO
YOUR ORIGINAL

WINDOWS

Joe Hayes, 
Owner

hayeswindows.com  612-259-7855

Take One 
for a Spin

4534 Nicollet Ave. S.
Minneapolis MN 

(612) 822-0613 
roadrunner@landspeedrecords.com

   www.landspeedrecords.com

buy, sell, trade

Create    Collaborate    Communicate

(612) 655-4961

hansonremodeling.com
Lic #BC633225


