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RESIDENTS SPEAK UP TO SAY 'NO' TO CITY'S ROOF DEPOT PROJECT

Photos of a  
movement

>> 6

DEFEND TRANS LIVES   >> 7

By TESHA M. CHRISTENSEN

For the Indigenous people and al-
lies living in south Minneapolis, the Roof 
Depot conflict is an issue of life or death. 
And they can back it up with data.

Their decade-long fight to stop a city-
run expansion of its truck training facility 
continued with a recent site occupation, 
protests at city hall and gatherings at the 
State Capitol in late February and March 
2023. 

 “The community is tired of being a 
sacrificial zone,” said Little Earth resident 
Cassie Holmes. Her son, Trinidad Flores, 
died at age 16 from a heart problem she 
attributes to the high levels of pollution 
in the area. It includes arsenic and lead, 
as well as other airborne pollutants from 
Interstate 94, Hiawatha Ave./Highway 55, 
Smith Foundry and Bituminous Roadways. 
Her best friend’s daughter also died of a 
heart issue.

The area has high levels of asthma 
and heart disease. Studies have shown that 
the pollution also gathers over South High 
School just three blocks directly south of 
the Roof Depot site, affecting all of the stu-
dents and staff there each day. Teenagers 
from throughout Corcoran, Longfellow 
and Seward attend South High.

The Metropolitan Urban Indian Direc-
tors’ (MUID) 25 organizations collectively 
oppose the Hiawatha Expansion Project. 
“The membership of MUID believes there 
are better community-led, green initiatives 
to be pursued that will better mitigate the 
negative social determinants of health 
caused by environmental racism,” they 
wrote in a letter to the city. “American In-

Indigenous people and allies 
rally around basic rights, 
reducing pollution and illness 
at homes and schools

“You’re talking about our children breathing. You’re talking about our children living past 
25 and not having heart issues that we don’t understand where they got them. It’s our fu-
ture and our children,” said Jolene Jones on Tuesday, Feb. 21 at the Roof Depot site during 
an occupation that began that morning and was broken up by over 100 officers that eve-
ning. An eight-block radius that included Cedar Ave. was shut down for hours, and eight 
Indigenous protestors and allies were arrested. (Photo by Tesha M. Christensen)

By CAM GORDON

Minneapolis has a 10-year path to es-
tablish a more resilient, just, and equitable 
food system in the city.  

The Minneapolis Food Vision (MFV) 
plan prioritizes six goals that are focused 
on local food supply, urban agriculture, 
local food business, healthy food access 
and skills, food waste, and food systems 
research and outreach. By implementing 
the plan, according to the vision, “Minne-
apolis residents, community-serving orga-
nizations, and city government can partner 
to make sure our food system is healthy, 
affordable, equitable, profitable, and good 
for people and the environment.”

“I am excited that the Minneapolis 
City Council has unanimously approved 
the Minneapolis Food Vision,” said DeVon 
Nolan, a member of the Minneapolis 
Food Council and northside resident who 
has been shepherding the plan’s develop-
ment since 2019. “The Food Vision is a 
blueprint built in partnership with com-
munity to help foster a more equitable 
local food system.”

Created as part of the Homegrown 

NEW FOOD VISION 
Minneapolis prioritizes food 
justice and healthy food 		
access in new plan

NEW FOOD VISION   >> 10

By JILL BOOGREN

Chants of “Trans Liberation/Not As-
similation” rang outside the Lake Street/
Midtown station on a snowy evening 
March 9, 2023, as 200 people rallied to 
celebrate and defend trans lives. The rally 
took place 10 days after a transgender 
woman was brutally assaulted at the sta-
tion, and as an unprecedented number of 
anti-trans bills are being introduced across 
the country. 

The rhetoric against the LGBTQIA 
community has also become increasingly 
hostile. At the Conservative Political Ac-
tion Conference on March 4, host of The 
Daily Wire Michael Knowles called for the 
“eradication” of “transgenderism” [sic]. 

Speakers at the Minneapolis rally, 
themselves transgender, non-binary, gen-
der expansive and intersex, expressed 
joy at being together in community, and  
anger over the physical, verbal and legisla-
tive attacks on their community.

“I’m sorry that my trans existence is 
threatening to your masculinity. You don’t 

Hundreds rally to defend trans lives
Minneapolis ‘is a refuge’

'We're tired of being a sacrificial zone'

Two demonstrators on March 9 outside the 
Lake Street/Midtown station share a laugh 
as one holds up a sign that reads: “Trans 
joy is resistance.” (Photo by Jill Boogren)

POLLUTION AFFECTS SOUTH HIGH, MULTIPLE OTHER SCHOOLS
“Our students deserve to be safe and healthy both in and outside of school. That’s why we 
have organized with our communities/other unions and taken very clear, strong positions 

against the demolition of the Roof Depot and to shut down the HERC incinerator,” said MFT59 
President Greta Callahan. Read statement from MPS on page 5. Photo gallery and more online.ROOF DEPOT SITE   >> 2

4 VIE IN WARD 12
By TESHA M. CHRISTENSEN

The four residents vying for the Ward 
12 City Council seat being vacated by An-
drew Johnson shared their views during 
a candidate forum on March 8, 2023 at 
Nokomis recreational center. Candidates 
include Aurin Chowdhury, Jerome Evans, 
Nancy Ford, and Luther Ranheim.

View the entire forum online via the 
Nokomis East Neighborhood Associa-
tion or Longfellow Community Council 
Facebook pages.

WARD 12 FORUM   >> 13

WHAT DO CITIZENS 
WANT AT THE THIRD 
PRECINCT SITE?
The Longfellow Community Council will 
hold four meetings in April to ask com-
munity members if they want the police 
building to be in the current location at 
Lake and Minnehaha or a different pre-
determined location chosen by the city. 
>> See more on page 13.
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dian people in the Phillips Neighborhood 
suffer from the poorest health outcomes 
and highest rate of health disparities in 
the state of Minnesota.”

“Minneapolis is committing environ-
mental racism that will further the geno-
cide of Indigenous people and communi-
ty members of south Minneapolis,” said 
Rachel Thunder at a press conference at 1 
p.m. on Tuesday, Feb. 21, 2023 at the Roof 
Depot site (named Nenoocaasi Camp by 
protesters). Thunder is a member of the 
Plains Cree, part of the American Indian 
Movement (AIM), a Little Earth Protector, 
and a community member of south Min-
neapolis. On Feb. 22, she said, “We are 
standing together united and in solidarity 
to say we do not want the city to demol-
ish the Roof Depot. We want to have con-
trol of the site to have an environmental-
ly-friendly food center to feed our people 
and boost our economy.”

Marisa Miakonda Cummings stated, 
“We have suffered. We suffer from the ef-
fects of institutional and generational trau-
ma and we live in this every day. Some 
times it feels like we are being left again to 
die…. This is the definition of institution-
al genocide.” She said they are standing up 
“because it is the right thing to do.” She 
added, “We’re not asking for anything out-
side of basic human rights.”

The community’s plan for the 7.5-
acre site includes an indoor urban farm, 
aquaponics, solar array, very affordable 
housing, bike shop, and other small busi-
nesses. It would reuse the Roof Depot 
building and leave the arsenic-laden soil 
dating to the former pesticide plant encap-
sulated underneath.

“The Roof Depot is the heart of the 
Green Zone,” observed Robert Lilligren, 
who is a third generation self-described 
urban Indian, 36-year Phillips resident, 
White Earth member, and former city 
council member. He stated that he was 
part of the robust citizen input that result-
ed in the plan for the East Phillips Indoor 
Urban Farm, beginning in 2014. “The city 
has never really been interested in the 
plan. ... The city says things like trust and 
reconciliation are important. Putting them 
into action is required. Here is an oppor-
tunity to put those beliefs into action in a 
more environmentally-friendly, communi-
ty-driven way.”

The city is proposing to increase the 
amount of vehicle traffic on the roads 
around the Roof Depot site, which include 
Hiawatha, Cedar, 26th and 28th (near 
the Midtown Greenway crossing) by 67 
percent. Currently, a total of 1,100-1,300 
heavy commercial vehicles travel a day 
on Hiawatha, according to the Minnesota 
Department of  Transportation T9 Urban 
Freight Study in 2018. The city’s proposal 
increases that to about 2,000.

Also spewing pollution in the air in 
that area, dubbed the Arsenic Triangle, 
is Bituminous Roadways and the Smith 
Foundry, two businesses that have permits 
that grandfather them in and have pur-
chased pollution offsets from other busi-
nesses in the city to continue to exist in 
East Phillips. Recognizing the high level of 
pollution already there, in 2008, the state 
government passed the Clark-Berglund En-
vironmental Justice Law that prohibits ad-
ditional pollution in the Arsenic Triangle 
around the Roof Depot site. Despite that 
bill, the city has continued with its plans 
to more than double its public works fa-
cility there. 

A COMMUNITY AGAINST THE CITY PLAN
Residents question why their elected 

officials and city staff have continued to 
push forward a plan that the community 
is against.

“The city of Minneapolis claims to lis-
ten to communities,  but we have been 
systematically denied a voice,” observed 
25-year East Phillips resident Amy Pass, 
who has raised two children in the neigh-
borhood. Her brother-in-law, who grew 
up in East Phillips two blocks away from 
the Roof Depot site, needed open heart 
surgery in his early 40s. “Other communi-
ties have asked to have the city water yard 
expansion project located in their space. 
Why is the city so desperately insistent 
that it be located in East Phillips? This is 
about racism and power. It’s about keep-
ing us in our place and making it clear 
that we can’t have what we want.”

The people of south Minneapolis 
have never supported the city’s propos-
al for the public works project, and city 
council representatives have passed mea-
sures back and forth over the project. 
Some council members have flipped their 
votes, including Ward 8 Council President 
Andrea Jenkins who supported the EPNI 
plan last year. Little Earth resident Jolene 
Jones questions the narrative that the city 
held meetings with the community and 
asked for input on the Hiawatha Expan-
sion project. While working at Little Earth, 
she learned about a meeting and attended 
it. No one else from her community was 
there. When she was told that the city had 
sent out notifications to Little Earth resi-
dents, she pushed back. After investigating 
the issue, staff told her that none had actu-
ally gone out. 

“How do you miss a whole commu-
nity? We get our water bills. We’ve got 220 
households. How did you miss us?” she 
asked.

The neighborhood group, EPIC (East 
Phillips Improvement Coalition), host-
ed two large community meetings at East 
Phillips Park in November 2017 and Sep-
tember 2018 with approximately 250 com-
munity members at each. Votes were taken 
at both as to those favoring the city’s plan 
or the community’s indoor urban farm 
project. No one at either meeting voted in 
favor of any of the city plans.

Public input on the city-fashioned 
environmental assessment worksheet in 
March 2021 during the COVID-19 pan-
demic was “unprecedented,” according to 
city staff. Over 1,000 people submitted 
comments. Only two were in support of 
the city’s plan. Indoor urban farm sup-
porters point out that says something 
about the city’s decision-making process 
when one of the widest margin of citizen 
comments in city history is ignored.

AN OCCUPATION FEB. 21
At a press conference at 1 p.m. on 

Tuesday, Feb. 21 at the Roof Depot site, 
Thunder read out their list of demands 
(also available at www.defendthedepot.
com):

1) Total relocation of the Hiawatha 
Expansion Project

2) Hand over control of Roof Depot 
to the community

3) Plans to remove Bituminous Road-
ways and Smith Foundry

4) Enact a moratorium on encamp-

RESIDENTS SPEAK   >> from 1
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This map illustrates the pollution effect from the existing businesses near the Roof Depot 
site in the Arsenic Triangle. Neighbors say the cumulative effect of Smith Foundry, Bitu-
minous Roadways, and the city’s public works facility, along with diesel truck traffic from 
Hiawatha Ave. and Interstates 35W and 94 is too much.  View full graphic at www.east-
phillipsneighborhoodinstitute.org.

AN URBAN FARM INSTEAD?
The East Phillips Indoor Urban Farm project 
would repurpose the existing 
230,000-square-foot former Sears warehouse 
built in 1947.

The indoor farm at the 7.5-acre site would 
produce organic aquaponic grown fish and 
produce. It would provide very affordable 
family housing along with free housing for 
people experiencing homelessness with the 
promise of food, jobs and safety. The project 
would also include one of the largest solar 
arrays in the state on the roof; a world café, 
coffee shop and food market with a gallery to 
display and sell neighborhood artisans’ 
works all run by local youth; a bike shop on 
the Midtown Greenway; and space for many 
of the burned out Lake St. businesses result-
ing from the murder of George Floyd.

The project meets every goal of the South 
Side Green Zone and is in the South Minne-
apolis Opportunity Zone. It is also supported 
by the wide range of diverse organizations in 
the neighborhood that is 83% people of color. 

OTHER PUBLIC WORKS SITES: NORTH-
EAST, COLUMBIA HEIGHTS, 394 BRIDGE
The city’s plan is to demolish the iconic Sears 
warehouse, and many are worried it will 
release arsenic in the air that is currently 
encapsulated beneath the building. It would 
be replaced by a series of sheds for 400 
commercial city vehicles (most of them 
diesel), a hot asphalt storage facility, die-
sel-fueling station, and multi-story parking 
ramp for the 400 employee vehicles that 
would be coming and going twice a day. They 
would also store manhole covers, sewer 
pipes, and sand-salt mix. No water would be 
treated on the site; that is done at 4500 
Reservoir Blvd. in Columbia Heights.

The city’s current water maintenance facility, 
known as the East Water Yard, is located on 
2.4 acres in Ward 3 at Hennepin Ave. E. and 
5th Ave. N. It dates back 120 years and is the 
hub for maintaining the city’s 1,000 miles of 
water mains, 16,000 valves, and street holes, 
and 8,000 hydrants. A whistleblower leaked a 
city-generated report showing that it would 
be cheaper to expand the building there than 
the Roof Depot site. It is located in an indus-
trial area near 35W. The city also stores items 
near and under the 394 bridge, a site that is 
over four times the size of the Roof Depot 
location.

20
07

The federal government declared the ‘Arsenic Triangle,’ including the 
Roof Depot site, a superfund site from 2007 to 2017. The Environmen-
tal Protection Agency found unsafe arsenic levels in 600 area homes, 
and by 2011, had removed about 50,000 tons of contaminated soil. A 
former company produced and stored arsenic-based pesticides from 
1938 to 1963. Sears built the warehouse in 1947.

20
14 Visioning begins for the 

East Phillips Indoor Urban 
Farm at the Roof Depot 
site to clean up the Arsenic 
Triangle, and a group 
begins negotiating to 
purchase the property.

20
15 The city threatens the 

owner with eminent 
domain and purchases 
the 230,000-square-foot 
building for $6.8 million. 
Water and heat at the 
site is shut off. 

M
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21 Over 1,000 people submit comments to the 
environmental assessment worksheet the city put 
together on its own project. Only two of the 1,000 
were in favor of the city’s plan. City staff label the 
amount of feedback “unprecedented.” This may be 
the widest margin in Minneapolis history.

FE
B.

 21
, 2

02
3 Beginning with a prayer ceremony at dawn, Indigenous people and allies start an 

occupation at the Roof Depot site. They set up tents and a tepee within the fenced lot 
that is owned by the city. At about 6:15 p.m., over 100 police officers and 50 squad 
cars block off an 8-block radius around the Roof Depot and arrest seven protesters. 
They refuse to allow media to view what is happening. A group of over 100 people 
gathers at Cedar and 27th for several hours until police reopen the street. A police 
guard is left at the Roof Depot site.
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HOMELESSNESS AND POOR HEALTH LINK
The connection between housing and homeless-
ness is generally intuitive, but the strong link 
between health and homelessness is often 
overlooked. People who are homeless have 
higher rates of illness and die on average 12 
years sooner than the general U.S. population.

Homelessness creates new health problems 
and exacerbates existing ones. Living on the 
street or in crowded homeless shelters is 
extremely stressful and made worse by being 
exposed to communicable disease (e.g. TB, 
respiratory illnesses, flu, hepatitis, etc.), vio-
lence, malnutrition, and harmful weather 
exposure. Chronic health conditions such as 
high blood pressure, diabetes, and asthma 
become worse because there is no safe place to 
store medications properly. Maintaining a 
healthy diet is difficult in soup kitchens and 
shelters as the meals are usually high in salt, 
sugars, and starch (making for cheap, filling 
meals but lacking nutritional content). Behav-
ioral health issues such as depression, alcohol-
ism, or other substance use disorders can 
develop and/or are made worse in such difficult 
situations, especially if there is no solution in 
sight. Numerous health conditions among 
people who are homeless are frequently a 
complex mix of serious physical, mental health, 
substance use, and social problems. ~ From 
the National Health Care for the Homeless Coun-
cil, www.nhchc.org

COUNCIL CONSIDERS ACTIONS 
TO LIMIT CITIZEN INPUT
Following recent disruptions at city council 
meetings by Indigenous protesters and allies, 
City Council Vice President Linea Palmisano 
brought forth two items to add to the city’s 
legislative agenda at the state capitol. One 
would clarify acceptable conduct at council 
meetings and the other increase penalties for 
protesters. 

“We have had council members and their 
families threatened. We have had regulatory 
service workers have their tires slashed and 
guns drawn on them. We’ve had public works 
employees shot at. Harassment, intimidation 
and bullying is not OK. It is not part of anyone’s 
job description and we owe it to all people 
serving the City of Minneapolis to do better,” 
said Palmisano in her e-newsletter.

“It’s very dangerous to conflate Black and 
Indigenous residents’ genuine and justified fear 
about a harmful city-led project with right-wing 
violence. These amendments are a reactionary 
and retaliatory response to mass protests that 
we typically see from Republicans,” countered 
Ward 2 Council Member Robin Wonsley. “I’m 
disappointed to see the conservative city 
council majority adopting right-wing tactics. 
From Stop Cop City in Atlanta to Line 3 Water 
Protectors here in Minnesota, increased crimi-
nal penalties are being used as a tool of 
retribution.”

HODAN SPONSORS HF 2093
On March 1, 2023, the House Economic Devel-
opment Finance and Policy Committee passed 
legislation to invest $20 million into the East 
Phillips Neighborhood Institute for the East 
Phillips Indoor Urban Farm project. 

The bill is authored by Rep. Hodan Hassan (DFL 
– Minneapolis). “The East Phillips neighbor-
hood has been burdened with severe environ-
mental racism and injustice for years, with high 
levels of pollution causing measurable adverse 
health effects to residents,” said Rep. Hassan. 
“With a third of East Phillips residents living 
below the poverty line, the community is in 
great need of affordable housing, investment in 
jobs and infrastructure, and sustainable 
development. This legislation would provide the 
community the opportunity and resources to 
further negotiate with the City of Minneapolis 
on EPNI’s plan to repurpose the Roof Depot into 
an urban farm complex, creating jobs, housing, 
and sustainable food sources. I am confident 
that an equitable and environmentally sound 
and sustainable agreement can be met, putting 
this investment to good use in the East Phillips 
neighborhood.”

ment evictions
5) Provide funding for peer support 

workers
6) Invest in pilot programs to shelter 

and services to the houseless community 
like the former navigation center

7) Provide funding for the communi-
ty’s vision for an indoor urban farm at the 
Roof Depot site

A statement from Defend the Depot 
pointed out that East Phillips is a neigh-
borhood with over 70% residents of color 
and home to the Little Earth housing de-
velopment, where 38 tribes come together.

According to a Wilder Foundation 
Study, Indigenous people make up 1% of 
Minnesota’s adult population but a dis-
proportionate 13% of the houseless pop-
ulation. A survey of a large encampment 
in Minneapolis in 2020 found that nearly 
half of the 282 people living there were 
Native. People who are homeless have 
higher rates of illness and die on average 
12 years sooner than the general U.S. pop-
ulation, according to the National Health 
Care for the Homeless Council, and 
chronic medical conditions are a common 
cause of homelessness. Unhoused people 
are more likely to suffer from heart attack, 
hypertension, diabetes, HIV, hepatitis C, 
depression and substance use disorders.

Mike Forcia, a member of the Amer-
ican Indian Movement, pointed out that 
the 50th anniversary of Wounded Knee 
was on Feb. 27.

He stated, “We were always told to go 
through the process. There’s always a pro-
cess. That process is a systemically racist 
process set up to benefit them. It’s not for 
us.”

The city council approved an agree-
ment labeled as a “compromise” in city 
documents, that would give three acres on 
the corner of the 7.5-acre property to the 
neighborhood for development.

“We don’t want them to bring more 
pollution in. That’s our main point,” 
stressed Holmes, who serves on the East 
Phillips Neighborhood Institute (EPNI) 
board (www.eastphillipsneighborhoodin-
stitute.org) and the city’s Southside Green 
Zone committee.

“Do we want to convince our people 
just for three acres and still have them poi-
son us? No.”

Jolene Jones agreed. “They can take 
their three acres and shove it because 
you’re talking about our children breath-
ing. You’re talking about our children liv-
ing past 25 and not having heart issues 
that we don’t understand where they got 
them. It’s our future and that is our chil-
dren.”

OCCUPATION BROKEN UP
Over a hundred Minneapolis Police 

Officers and 50 squads shut down an 
eight-block radius around the Roof Depot 
site on Tuesday evening, Feb. 21, 2023, 
at about 6:15 p.m., and forcibly removed 
Indigenous people and allies who had 
began a peaceful occupation of the site 
that morning at dawn.

Cedar between 24th and 28th, along 
with sections of 26th and 28th between 
Hiawatha and Cedar were blocked for 
more than two hours. Neither residents 
nor press were allowed within two blocks 
of the site. 

(Note: The Longfellow Nokomis 
Messenger/Southwest Connector arrived 
at the scene by 6:20 p.m. before the en-
tire area had been blocked off with crime 
scene tape, and was the only media outlet 
at the Roof Depot fence. View video and 
photographs from the scene on the Mes-
senger website, as well as Instagram and 
Facebook accounts. Other media, includ-
ing Unicorn Riot and the Indigenious-led 
NDN Collective, were prevented from 
viewing what was occurring at the Roof 
Depot site, and remained at 27th and 
Cedar covering the gathering of protesters 
who were there.)

Thunder, who was arrested with seven 
others at the site for trespassing and re-
leased later that night, stated, “There is no 
trespassing on stolen land.” She was treat-
ed on Feb. 22 for a knee injury she said 
she received when a police officer forced 
her into the squad car she was stepping 
into. 

A request to the mayor’s office and 
to the Minneapolis Police Department on 
the cost of deploying over 100 officers to 

protests and encampments was not an-
swered. As of press time, an open data re-
quest to the city submitted on Feb. 24 had 
not been filled.

Minnesota Indian Women’s Resource 
Center President/CEO Marisa Miakon-
da Cummings read a letter on behalf of 
the Metropolitan Urban Indian Directors 
(MUID) at a Tuesday, Feb. 22 press con-
ference. “MUID formally denounces the 
militaristic actions taken by the Minneap-
olis Police Department on the evening of 
Feb. 21, 2023, to dismantle a peaceful and 
ceremonial occupation of the Roof Depot 
site.… Our membership believes that such 
community-led civic actions are directly 
protected by the United States Constitu-
tion Bill of Rights regarding the right to 
peaceful assembly and the right for citi-
zens to petition their government.” MUID 
collectively opposes the Hiawatha Expan-
sion Project.

“Asking the Indigenous people in 
my neighborhood to compromise with 
the city is asking them to repeat the same 

RESIDENTS SPEAK   >> from 2

RESIDENTS SPEAK   >> 5

After a Minneapolis Police Officer pushed a White south Minneapolis woman on Tuesday, 
Feb. 21, 2023, Little Earth resident Cassie Holmes decries the treatment of “an elder.” 
View the video of the altercation and more photos at www.LongfellowNokomisMessenger.
com. (Photo by Tesha M. Christensen)

Indoor urban farm supporters pose with Representative Hodan Hassan, who represents a 
portion of south Minneapolis, to celebrate the House Economic Development Finance and 
Policy Committee passing legislation to invest $20 million into the East Phillips Neighbor-
hood Institute for the East Phillips Indoor Urban Farm project on March 1, 2023. (Photo 
submitted)

FE
B.

 23
, 2

02
3  City council reaffirms its decision to tear the 

building down and proceed with a 6-6 vote. 
Only 30 protesters of 100 present allowed into 
city council chambers. Roll call: Payne, 
Wonsley, Ellison, Osman, Chavez, Chughtai 
- aye; Rainville, Vetaw, Goodman, Jenkins, 
Koski, Palmisano - nay. Johnson - absent. FE

B.
 24

, 2
02

3 Hennepin County Judge Edward Wahl issues a tempo-
rary halt to the demolition at the Roof Depot site while 
EPNI and Cassie Holmes appeal a decision to move 
forward to the Minnesota Court of Appeals. A $10,000 
bond is required and the stipulation that no protest-
ers go to the Roof Depot site. The city had hired 
Rachel Contracting to begin demolition the week of 
Feb. 27. Trial is scheduled for April.

FE
B.

 27
, 2

02
3 50th anniversary of Wounded 

Knee occupation. An 1890 
massacre left some 150 Native 
Americans dead, in what was 
the final clash between federal 
troops and the Sioux tribe.

M
AR

 1,
 20

23

Minnesota House Economic Development, Finance 
and Policy Committee votes 6-5 to grant and 
appropriate $20 million to EPNI. Bill authors are 
Hodan Hassan (62B), Aisha Gomez (62A); Moha-
mud Noor (60B); Samantha Sencer-Mura (63A); 
and Andy Smith (25B). The Senate companion 
bill, SF1853, is authored by Omar Fateh (62).

FE
B.

 2
2,

 20
23 Defend the Depot holds a press conference at the Minnesota Indian Women’s 

Resource Center to discuss what happened the day before and their concerns 
about how the city has continued with their plans for the Hiawatha Expansion 
project at the Roof Depot site despite the neighborhood not supporting the 
project. At the Roof Depot site, the city installs a taller fence inside the existing 
one. Rachel Thunder is treated at the hospital.
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One of my top priorities this session 
is strengthening rights and protections for 
renters in Minnesota. We are in the mid-
dle of a housing crisis, with rental prices 
soaring and affordable, quality units in 
short supply. This problem has dispropor-
tionately affected communities of color, 
which tend to have a higher renter rate 
than White communities. Coupled with 
fewer and fewer young families being able 
to afford to purchase a home, residents are 
in a perfect storm for landlords to take ad-
vantage of tenants.  

My colleague, Rep. Esther Agbaje, is 
carrying a bill package to strengthen ten-
ants’ rights, and many pieces of legislation 
I have authored over my past several terms 
are included in the proposal. Once passed, 
this bill will create a host of much-need-
ed protections for renters in Minnesota 
and put a stop to many predatory prac-
tices used by landlords. The list of protec-
tions this package will create is long, so I’ll 
jump right in.  

Once signed into law, this bill pack-
age will prohibit sellers, landlords, real 
estate agents, and brokers from discrimi-
nating against individuals receiving public 
assistance. It will require landlords to be 
upfront about rental prices and prohibits 
hidden fees. Landlords will be required to 
ensure units have heat capable of reaching 
68 degrees when the outside temperature 
falls below 60 degrees, as happens most 

months out of the year in Minnesota.  
In Minneapolis, Saint Paul, Rochester, 

and Duluth, landlords will be prohibited 
from inquiring about lease renewal until 
the lease has six months or less remain-
ing, making student housing more acces-
sible for Minnesota’s learners. Tenants will 
also gain the right to terminate a lease if 
they require assistance with daily living 
and need to enter a nursing home or seek 
other long-term medical care.  

The bill will create a requirement that 
landlords perform a unit walkthrough 
before a tenant moves in and inform the 
tenant in writing of their right to a walk-
through inspection upon moveout. By 
doing this, tenants will have a chance to 
rectify any damages to the unit themselves 
instead of losing their security deposit to 
repair costs. This will benefit both parties, 
with landlords receiving units back in bet-

ter condition and renters getting more of 
their security deposit back.  

The bill also addresses privacy con-
cerns, requiring landlords to give a 24-
hour notice before entry, and limits that 
entry to between 8 a.m. and 8 p.m. Land-
lords will be unable to refuse to rent or 
require a current renter to declaw or devo-
calize pets. Finally, the bill empowers 
and supports tenants to take legal action 
against landlords that violate their rights.  

This bill will affect many people in 
our district for the better. I am proud and 
incredibly excited to deliver on this for 
you and make South Minneapolis a better 
place to live.  

Please continue to share your ques-
tions, ideas, and feedback with me 
throughout the legislative session. You can 
reach me by email at rep.hodan.hassan@
house.mn.gov.  

I am incredibly honored to get to 
work for you.  

WORKING TO STRENGTHEN RENTER RIGHTS

BY REPRESENTATIVE 
HODAN HASSAN (62B)
rep.hodan.hassan@house.mn.gov

FROM A LOCAL 
OFFICIAL

Ward 11 Council Member Emily 
Koski,

As neighbors in the Ward 11 commu-
nities you represent, we have great con-
cerns about your actions on Thursday, Feb. 
23, 2023. 

First, you repeatedly voted against 
measures to protect Little Earth and other 
impacted neighbors in the East Phillips 
communities from the environmentally 
hazardous demolition of the Roof Depot 
building. Then, you followed up these 
harmful votes by filing a police report 
against the neighbors who expressed anger 
and disappointment at your votes. You did 
not use your role and access to power to 
help these community members facilitate 
a conversation with the Mayor or other 
public officials who could help them. You 
used your power and privilege to insist that 
those in attendance be punished for their 
reactions to your harm. Then you went to 
the media about it, as the Star Tribune ar-
ticle from Feb.24, 2023 shows. This is how 
you show up as an elected official.

This way of holding space for com-
munity members is vastly different from 
the community care and community safety 
that we discussed at the conversation that 
you attended with staff on Wednesday, Feb. 
8, 2023 hosted by Ward Eleven Allied Voic-
es for Equity (WEAVE). This event, created 
by and for Ward 11 neighbors, highlight-
ed how relationships are key for creating 
trust and healing in our communities. Not 
everyone there was in agreement about a 
vision for our city, but we all were commit-
ted to hearing one another and addressing 
the divides in our city together. 

Had you chosen to bring forth some 
of the ideas of right relationship and 
generative conflict that were discussed at 
WEAVE’s event, you may have acted by 
reaching out to your colleagues on the 
council who represent the impacted com-
munities or leaders of EPNI and sharing 
your concerns about the language or be-
havior that caused you to feel threatened. 

Perhaps you all could have used restor-

ative practices to heal the broken relation-
ship and distrust that is currently present 
in your interactions. Your choice to involve 
police continues the breakdown of rela-
tionship and distrust in our elected offi-
cials. We don’t need more barriers between 
us. Yet you repeatedly choose barriers and 
the erasure of groups and communities 
that do not align with your viewpoints.

During your campaign and tenure, the 
divisions in our city have widened, and 
distrust of city officials has heightened. 
Many in Ward 11 were impacted by the di-
visive mailers that flooded our mailboxes 
during the campaign in 2021, and left us 
feeling as though our voices and concerns 
were not valued in this community. Since 
taking office, you have failed to take op-
portunities to expand and move forward 
on assurances that you made during your 
campaign to promote equity and healing 
in the city of Minneapolis. You have not 
been transparent about your voting record 
and the reasoning behind your votes. Some 
of your colleagues share detailed reports 
in their constituent emails of what is hap-
pening at council and the votes they take 
and why. As the neighbors you represent, 
we deserve to know how you are showing 

up to vote and whose values and vision of 
Minneapolis you are upholding. 

As your neighbors, we are signing on 
to this letter to demand that you shift your 
current path of harm, divisiveness, am-
biguity and fear to one of right relation-
ship, healing, clarity and repair. We will be 
watching your votes and actions as both a 
representative and candidate, and expect 
you to be transparent, honest, and willing 
to move though discomfort without caus-
ing additional harm to already marginal-
ized communities in Minneapolis. With 
the Ward 11 caucus coming up and sev-
eral of us signed up as delegates, we will 
be paying close attention to whether your 
actions are in alignment with our endorse-
ment. Here are three actionable items that 
you can take towards healing and repairing 
relationships in our ward and city:

1. SHOW YOUR WORK.
Your newsletter with city news does 

not give Ward 11 neighbors the information 
we deserve about how you represent us. 
Your constituents need to know how you 
are voting to determine whose interests you 
are promoting at city hall. Your newsletter 
should offer a weekly record of your votes, 

and information about how you plan to 
vote on upcoming issues and why.

2. SHOW YOUR LEARNING.
On Feb. 8, 2023, you attended the 

Ward Eleven Allied Voices for Equity 
(WEAVE) Conversation on Community 
Care and Community Safety. This event 
was attended by other neighbors and com-
munity members who are committed to 
having the deep discussions necessary to 
promote healing in our city. What did you 
take away from this meeting? You did not 
mention the meeting in your newsletter or 
share feedback with the organizers. Going 
forward, we expect that when you take part 
in a meeting, conference or other training 
that you share with your constituents what 
you learned, and how it will impact your 
work representing our community and city.

3. SHOW YOUR VALUES.
During your campaign and in emails 

to constituents you have described yourself 
as a connector and bridge. Your actions 
on Feb. 23, 2023, show that when those 
harmed by your decisions express anger 
and outrage, you walked out of the room 
and closed the door behind you. Filing a 
police report against Indigenous activists 
from a marginalized community that is 
system-involved at disproportionate rates is 
not in alignment with the actions of some-
one who values connection and care. Liv-
ing into the values you proclaim requires 
accountability and right relationship with 
community. 

Clearly, this relationship is damaged. 
Going forward, we ask that you maintain 
all relationships equally, both with your 
constituents and other city communities 
affected by your votes in council. We ask 
that you are honest about your impacts, 
and right-size these with the discomfort 
you face. Acknowledge the power in your 
role, and the opportunities that you have 
to be a two-way connector and bridge 
across divides – not a drawbridge that goes 
up and down depending on who the com-
munity is on the other side.  

We promise to continue to pay atten-
tion and act to help you align the way you 
represent Ward 11 with a fair and just vi-

AN OPEN LETTER TO WARD 11 COUNCIL MEMBER

Protestors attended the Feb. 23 city council meeting to show their support for the commu-
nity plan for the Roof Depot site, many stood in the hallways when the city council limited 
how many could be in the chambers. There was no public comment during the meetings, 
and city council members approved demolishing the Roof Depot building and continuing 
with the plan to build a new public works facility there. (Photo submitted)

decreased by 14.6% since 2010, while the 
number of total Black-owned banks has 
also plummeted. This is compared to a 
decline of just .2% in the rest of the U.S 
during the same period.

Many programs and organizations 
have stepped up to facilitate the location 
of Black-owned banks or credit unions 
into Black neighborhoods, however, their 
efforts might be cut short if the Cred-
it Card Competition Act of 2022 passes. 
As proposed by none other than Senator 
Durbin, this legislation will attempt to 
regulate the credit market the same way 
the Durbin Amendment regulated the 
debit market, while disregarding and un-
dermining the needs of the Black com-
munity. As a result, we can expect to see 
the same impact within credit unions and 
credit access as we saw before with com-
munity banks and how that affected com-
munities of color. Since credit unions will 
be faced with the same struggles as banks 
the first time around, we can expect to see 
a further decline in access to credit and 
banking, especially within the Black com-
munity, which already faces a higher rate 
of credit denial than that of White peer.

LOOK CLOSER AT CREDIT CARD COMPETITION ACT OF 2022

AN OPEN LETTER   >> 5
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sion for all of Minneapolis, 
Ward 11 constituents and community 

members:
Rebecca Donley, Hale
Anne E Wagemaker, Hale
Theresa Dolata, Windom
Kate Vickery, Hale
Maggie Anderson, Northrop
Henry Bishop, Wenonah
Virginia Zaunbrecher, Hale
Catherine Iliff, Wenonah
Katharine Krueger, Windom
Aneesa Parks, Hale
Maggie Rittenhouse, Tangletown
Lindsay Bacher, Tangletown
Byron Richard, Tangletown
Sharon Thomas, Hale
Molly Leutz, Tangletown
Amy Kennedy, Page
Joan Flaaten, Page
Lauren Mathews, Page
Robert Reed, Northrop
Noelle, Northrop 
Gregory King, Hale
Elizabeth Brophey, Wenonah
Stefanie Hollmichel, Wenonah
Dirk Nicholson, Tangletown
Rita Ayers, Tangletown
James Weber, Keewaydin
Karn Anderson, Tangletown

I have recently been made aware that 
TMC Publications CO, which includes the 
Longfellow Nokomis Messenger, South-
west Connector, and Midway Como 
Frogtown Monitor, received 20 awards at 
the recently completed Minnesota News-
paper Association Convention. That's 
eight for the Messenger, nine for the Con-
nector, and three for the Monitor. This is 
a big deal in many ways for TMC Publi-
cations. In reflecting on this 20 awards, I 
became aware that Stories and Journeys 
is awarded every time you and I pick up 
a paper or go online to experience being 
readers of the Messenger or Connector. 

So, if you have read this far, you along 
with me, have taken the plunge into the 
river (flow) of life experiences that is Sto-
ries and Journeys.

DANCING IN MY LIVING ROOM ON THE EVE OF MY 
SPINE SURGERY

I admit that I have showed up to 
street dancing on Fridays at 36th and Bde 
Mka Ska three times. I admit that those are 
not the only times I have broken out in 
dance. It happened while I was watching 
the recently completed Grammys on the 
eve of my upcoming cervical spine sur-
gery. It happened when Smokey Robinson 
broke out in his rendition of "Tears of a 
Clown." Granted, I have to dance with my 
spine stenosis in mind – which means my 
moves are limited. The fact is I never know 
when or where I'm going to break out in 
dance.

SPEAKING OF MY UPCOMING SPINE SURGERY
If all goes according to plan my sur-

gery will have happened Feb.15 and by the 
time of my March column writing week I 
will be at home healing. As a result of this 
surgery I hope to be awarded the ability 
to do more dance moves. For me, dance 
is movement in space within my limits. 
I hope to have a few less limits so I can 
do more moves where ever I break out in 
dance. 

The essence of spine surgery for me is 
captured in the following words: Cervical/
neck fusion disks C4-C7. 

As I anticipate my surgery, I have 
been revisiting my personal philosophy of 

health that has evolved over time. The fact 
that I am consenting to my surgery tells 
me I believe there is a role for Western 
medicine while being open to what I call 
'alternative healing modalities.' So, as part 
of my post surgery healing, I could use the 
services of a certified healing touch prac-
titioner (CHTP) who makes house calls if 
there is such a person. I look forward to 
resuming physical therapy, acupuncture 
and massage therapy.

This is my holistic/integrative health 
(sprituality and healing) approach in play. 
Do you, dear reader, have a personal phi-
losophy of health that informs your life? 
Mine includes adequate rest and sleep, 
nutrition and exercise, and stress manage-
ment. Tell yourself, tell others or better yet 
tell me at tesha@longfellownokomessen-
ger.com.

MY LIFE COMPLETION. CHECKING THE BOXES
Lakewood Cemetery in south Up-

town. Paperwork signed and paid for ser-
vices. Check. Bradshaw Funeral Services 
on Minnehaha Ave. Paperwork signed and 
paid for services. Check. Courtney Law Of-
fice services engaged for legal representa-
tion where it comes to creating and imple-
menting my estate plan. Check. All next 
up is to write my obituary and committal 
service. 

 Then there is the back up plan and 

that's where the Longfellow-Seward 
Healthy Seniors" SOLOS" Resource Group 
comes into play. Briefly, it is made up of 
the growing portion of the population 60+ 
individuals who, in my case, cannot al-
ways or choose not to rely on family to 
help them navigate life events and make 
health decisions. However, in the interest 
of full disclosure, since the death of my 
brother, my sister-in-law is very involved 
with my navigating life events and health 
decisions along with others. More on the 
back up plan in another column.

As I write, I am aware that I am about 
to entrust my body, mind and spirit to a 
team of other people. I am about to put 
my trust in the skilled hands of another 
human being who is Dr. Christopher Mar-
tin. I have no idea what my life will be 
like on the other side of surgery. My hope 
is that there will be less to no constant 
pain and discomfort. I hope and pray that 
I will be able to write again – that we, dear 
reader, have awarded Stories and Journeys 
every time you and I pick up a print edi-
tion or log on to read the Messenger and 
Connector. And for that I am eternally 
grateful. 

In gratitude.
Donald L. Hammen is a longtime 

south Minneapolis resident, and serves on 
the All Elders United for Justice leadership 
team.

AWARDED

BY DONALD L. HAMMEN

STORIES 
AND JOURNEYS

THE MOTLEY CONVERSATION

By DANIEL SCHMIDT

On Thursday, March 9, Minneapolis 
City Council passed recommendations 
to the State Legislature asking for strict-
er guidelines to remove protesters from 
council meetings, and to criminalize 
people who threaten elected officials. Al-
though these recommendations appear 
broadly agreeable – threats on elected 
officials are never acceptable, context re-
veals that the laws are designed to silence 
BIPOC Minneapolitans and people con-
cerned about environmental justice. 

The recommendations were written 
because of the high tensions around the 
East Phillips Roof Depot demolition that 
has been raging in recent months. Coun-
cil members in favor of these recommen-
dations told false narratives that protes-
tors against demolition are violent and 
destructive in their tactics. Their actions 
resemble other dangerous nationwide at-
tacks on democracy coming from right-
wing politicians.

The recommendations were written 
by Council Member Linea Palmisano of 

Ward 13 who says she felt threatened at 
the Feb. 23 council meeting in which In-
digenous elders protested the demolition 
of the Roof Depot building in East Phil-
lips. Ironically, elders are protesting be-
cause the demolition and proposed Hi-
awatha Expansion Project actually threat-
ens their lives. 

Council Member Jason Chavez, along 
with Jeremiah Ellison, Aisha Chughtai, 
and Robin Wonsley, argued that the rec-
ommendations are thinly disguised meth-
ods of silencing already stifled constitu-
ents, and criminalizing already oppressed 
populations. Chavez points to the hypoc-
risy of the policy, saying, “I have received 
many death threats… and my family and 
loved ones [have been] reported to Immi-
gration and Customs Enforcement… And 
I have yet to receive any help from council 
leadership… I have heard nothing of that 
sort.” Council members who oppose these 
recommendations argued that the laws 
will not protect council members; they 
will punish protestors. 

Council members who voted in favor 
of the recommendations based their ar-

guments on their fear of BIPOC residents. 
LaTrisha Vetaw said, in reference to a po-
lice report she filed against constituent DJ 
Hooker (who is Black), “My life flashed 
before my eyes.” Her comments resemble 
stand-your-ground laws in which fear of 
BIPOC citizens is twisted into legalized 
racism. Vetaw and other council members 
are treating this constituent as guilty be-
fore due process – a racist phenomenon 
that Black people often have to deal with 
in the American justice system. 

In another case of fear-mongering, 
Council Member Michael Rainville posted 
a campaign advertisement on Twitter in 
which he claimed that East Phillips pro-
testers “shut down” a city council meeting. 
This is a bold lie. At the meeting he is ref-
erencing, the council succeeded in voting, 
and when protesters exclaimed their frus-
tration, they were escorted out of the hall 
by security. 

City Council members who lack ra-
tionale for demolishing the Roof Depot 
building in East Phillips are turning to rac-
ism and lies to sway constituents. 

Ward 10 City Council Member Aisha 

Chughtai analyzed the council’s rec-
ommendations precisely: “In the places 
that have implemented laws like this… 
the impact in real life, in real time, has 
been harsher criminal penalties and crim-
inalization of people of color, of LGBTQ 
people, and of those without permanent 
citizenship status... These laws historical-
ly have been carried by far-right Republi-
cans.”

All across America, right-wing politi-
cians are taking every opportunity to crim-
inalize basic functions of democracy. Min-
neapolis is no exception. Council Mem-
bers Rainville, Vetaw, Goodman, Koski, 
and Palmisano are using their fear of 
BIPOC protesters to rouse a base against 
the East Phillips Neighborhood Institute 
and Little Earth vision for environmental 
justice in East Phillips. Out of fear and 
racism, Council Members are undermin-
ing Minneapolitans’ Constitutional right 
to protest. They are attempting to solidify 
their power against the people.

Daniel Schmidt is a Phillips resident.

Lacking rationale for Hiawatha Expansion Project, council members foment fear to rouse base

compromises that have left them impov-
erished, sick, and oppressed for centuries. 
East Phillips has been given no reason to 
trust the city. In fact, we have a long his-
tory of being lied to. (Go back and read 

the history of the garbage burner the city 
wanted to locate here.) I don’t see why we 
should trust them with a new agreement 
now,” said Pass. 

“We are slowly dying. We are slow-
ly being killed,” said Holmes. “It’s affect-
ing our kids. It’s affecting generations to 
come.”

Holmes asked elected officals to re-
member why they ran for office. “You said 
you were all about climate change. You 
said you were all about green jobs, green 
education, green training and all this,” she 
said. “This is going the opposite direction, 
and we need you to do the right thing.”

RESIDENTS SPEAK   >> from 3AN OPEN LETTER   >> from 4

GOT AN OPINION? JOIN THE CONVERSATION AND LET US KNOW WHAT YOU THINK.
Letters should be under 200 words and can be emailed to tesha@LongfellowNokomisMessenger.com.

POLLUTION AFFECTS SOUTH HIGH, 
MULTIPLE OTHER SCHOOLS
“Our students deserve to be safe and healthy 
both in and outside of school. That’s why we have 
organized with our communities/other unions 
and taken very clear, strong positions against the 
demolition of the Roof Depot and to shut down 
the HERC incinerator,” said MFT59 President 
Greta Callahan. 

Minnesota Pollution Control Agency has a station 
on top of Anderson school, directly west of the 
Roof Depot site. There are none in the Longfellow, 
Seward, Powderhorn or Nokomis neighborhoods, 
or at South High. 

The South High community currently has 200 plus 

asthma hospitalizations per 10,000 people annu-
ally. Elevated blood arsenic and lead levels are 
at 69-97%. Other nearby schools that fall within 
the pollution area from the Arsenic Triangle in-
clude Anderson United Middle School, Seward 
Montessori, Folwell, Sanford, Roosevelt, Universal 
Academy Charter School, and Augsburg College.

On top of that, indoor levels of air pollutants can 
be 2-5 times higher, and occasionally 100 times 
higher, than outdoor levels, according to the Min-
nesota Department of Health.

“MPS will continue to implement procedures and 
systems to ensure quality indoor air inside all our 
buildings,” said MPS spokesperson Crystal Lu-
go-Beach of the office of communications. “MPS 

has also recently upgraded building ventilation 
and filtration systems that were implemented as 
part of COVID-19 protocols.” She directed people 
to the Environmental Health & Safety section of 
the district website for more details.

At what point will MPS determine that outdoor 
athletics are an unacceptable health risk for the 
South High student body? Will MPS provide op-
tions for students who already have respiratory, 
cardiovascular, or other health issues to request 
a different school if they live in these attendance 
areas? Lugo-Beach stated, “If any school oper-
ations or athletics need to be modified, we will 
work with local and state public health and pol-
lution control officials on a plan to do so.”
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By JILL BOOGREN

Anyone attending a protest or march 
for justice in the Twin Cities over these 
past few years has undoubtedly heard 
a call carry over the crowd: “Listennn!” 
It’s a sure bet KingDemetrius Pendleton 
is there. An award-winning independent 
journalist and photographer with Listen 
Media USA, he’s been on the front lines 
of most demonstrations for about seven 
years, live-streaming events and docu-
menting people and moments through 
photographs. Some of these are on display 
in The Third Place Gallery (3730 Chica-
go Ave.) studio of renowned Minneapolis 
street photographer Wing Young Huie.

Called “The Movement Never Stops,” 
the exhibition and accompanying book is 
a collection of Pendleton’s images from 
countless gatherings with family and 
community members seeking justice for 
Minnesotans killed or impacted by vio-
lence. The photographs are at turns raw, 
beautiful and painful – and offer perhaps 
the most comprehensive body of work 
surrounding the local Black Lives Matter 
movement to date.

As Pendleton’s artist statement reads: 
“The images I capture give voice to the 
voiceless. I focus on the social justice 
movement documenting the powerful 
words and actions of the people, so they 
won’t be erased from memory.”

Pendleton came to this profession 
later in life, a direction moved, sadly, 
by tragedy. His daughter, Brandy Ann 
Banks-Sutta, was killed by a drunk driv-
er in 2013 at the age of 21. Determined 
to fight for justice, Pendleton began 
live-streaming events. When Jamar Clark 
was killed by police officers in 2015, he 
saw firsthand how readily a false narrative 
was spun by authorities and reported on 
by the media. He recalled a young child 
recounting what he saw happen to Clark.

“A lotta times we ignore our children’s 
cry,” said Pendleton. “This young child 
was so convincing, and not only that, he 
knew exactly what he was sayin’. He de-
scribed all the details and everything.” But 
according to Pendleton, the child’s mother 
began receiving threats if her son talked 
again.

As Pendleton became more and more 
of a fixture in the movement, he said he 
saw a pattern in coverage by the main-
stream media. 

“All these things was happening, and 
every time the news would say somethin’ 
it would be somethin’ that was totally dif-
ferent from what I’ve seen. And I’m boots 
on the ground, grassroots,” he said. 

He describes his earlier photos as 
“very shallow.” With encouragement from 
friends, especially from Felicia Clark, who 
really inspired him, he attended Minne-
apolis Community & Technical College. 
In 2019, he earned a degree in applied sci-
ence and another in photography and dig-
ital imaging – nearly three decades after 
being out of school.

As a single dad with six of his kids 
ages 11 on up living at home with him, 
Pendleton was proud they were able to see 
him walk across the stage for his gradua-
tion. He got to show them it’s never too 
late to get an education.

“It’s never too late, right?” he said. 
“So, when they see me do that, then I just 
wanted to keep on doin’ more.”

‘LISTENNN’
He began calling out “Listennn” when 

a speaker would make a poignant state-
ment, because he truly wanted people to 
listen – with a critical ear. This led to the 
name of his platform, Listen Media USA. 
After George Floyd was murdered and 
Pendleton’s photography garnered a lot 
more notice, he put his hat in the ring to 
be among the pool of reporters allowed in 
the courtroom to cover Derek Chauvin’s 
trial. Listen Media wasn’t selected, but a 

cohort he was part of, Move for Justice 
News, was.

Pendleton was inside the courtroom 
on three separate days during the trial. 
On the first day, he came face to face with 
Chauvin, who was walking freely – with 
officers, but without handcuffs. He said 
Chauvin stopped in his tracks.

“The reason why he stopped in his 
tracks is because I practice Islam, so I had 

my kufi on my head, my Muslim hat. And 
I was dressed to the ‘T,’ with my briefcase 
and everything… He had this look like, 
‘Oh [expletive]… we got a Muslim in here 
on me,” said Pendleton. “But ah, it was 
phenomenal to see the expression on his 
face, to see he was totally shocked.”

A fan of both the television show 
Perry Mason and Supreme Court Justice 
Thurgood Marshall, Pendleton was in awe 

of special prosecutor Jerry Blackwell. He 
was impressed by how Blackwell paint-
ed the picture of the full weight bearing 
down on George Floyd’s neck, beginning 
with Chauvin’s body weight and one by 
one adding on the service belt, the service 
gun.

“[Blackwell] whooped ‘im fiercely. He 
didn’t let up and he didn’t get up,” said 
Pendleton.

BALANCING COMMUNITY SERVICE
It’s hard work being on the front lines 

of the movement, especially balancing 
time to be present with family.

“I want my children to understand 
that, when you see me out here doin’ this, 
this is not for fun. This is me givin’ back to 
my community,” he said.

Pendleton battled addiction for near-
ly 15 years of his life but said even then 
he knew that wasn’t him. With a “praying 
grandmother” who was a Christian and an 
uncle who introduced him to the Nation 
of Islam, he knew “right from wrong.” He 
had the best of both worlds – on the one 
hand spiritual songs that made his hair 
stand up on end, and on the other hand, 
an education.

“Anything I learned in school, it 
wasn’t beneficial to me. But when I went 
to the mosque… they taught me my his-
tory, they taught me the true value… of 
different things, and that was a plus plus 
for me,” he said.

‘LISTENNN’ – the movement never stops KingDemetrius Pendleton’s 
photos from front lines of 
social justice movement 
featured at The Third Place 
Gallery, GF Square

Award-winning independent journalist and photographer KingDemetrius Pendleton poses 
inside Wing Young Huie’s The Third Place Gallery at 3730 Chicago Ave., where his ex-
hibition “The Movement Never Stops” is on display. The exhibition includes photographs 
Pendleton has taken from the front lines of the social justice movement in the Twin Cities 
over the past seven years. (Photo by Jill Boogren)

By JILL BOOGREN

Visitors to George Floyd Square who 
find their way to The Third Place Gallery 
on the weekends are likely to be invit-
ed inside by AJ Bantley. Administrative 
manager for Listen Media USA, she’s 
volunteered her time at the studio near-
ly every Saturday and Sunday since last 
summer when KingDemetrius Pendle-
ton’s photographs were first displayed 
there. She has greeted visitors from all 
over the United States and the world – 
Europe, South America, Australia – tak-
ing time to provide stories and context 
for the photographs.

“There’s that saying, a photo speaks 
a thousand words, which it can. But if 
you don’t know the back story it’s not 
necessarily true. So, I feel it’s important 
to give the storyline,” she said. She’ll 
share stories of about 12-15 of the pho-
tographs. Some people stay for a few 
minutes. Some have stayed for hours.

Bantley has encountered a few what 
she calls “closed-minded” people, but 
feedback in general is positive. Most peo-
ple, she said, especially People of Color 
and people who are active in their own 
countries, appreciate what’s being done. 
For a few, it’s so traumatic and triggering 
that they’ve had to walk out.

“That’s really hard. Even sometimes 
there’s been a lot of tears,” said Bant-
ley. “But I always tell people this is a safe 
place. We never speak about race in this 
place to be divisive. We always speak 
about race because we know that there’s 
this race problem because of these sys-
tems, and… we’re standing in solidarity.”

The thing that uplifts Bantley most 
is seeing the younger generation, fami-
lies coming in with kids, having conver-
sations her generation never had.

“ T h a t  g i v e s  m e 
hope. And that keeps 
me coming back,” she 
said.

Bantley developed 
a passion for social jus-
tice at an early age. She 
recalls being in about 
second grade going with 
her mom into a Kmart 
and wanting a Black 

Baby Doll. She had seen a National Geo-
graphic magazine and was really taken 
by the different people, customs tradi-
tions and clothing pictured inside, which 
may be what prompted her to want this 
particular doll. Her mom told her, “We 
don’t play with Black babies.”

“As a little kid I understood that this 
was ridiculous. Like, how could you be 
against – and this was a doll, not even 
a human being,” said Bantley. “I un-
derstand my mom was a product of the 
[1950s], a product of her very White cul-
ture, but… that just did not sit with me. 
And I walked out of there with my baby 
doll.”

Fast forward a few decades to a very 
encouraging interaction with a teenage 
girl from the Dakotas who was visiting 
the Square. She told Bantley that at the 
daycare where she worked there had 
been no dolls of color, only White dolls. 
When she told the owner they needed 
to bring in some BIPOC (Black, Indige-
nous, People of Color) dolls, the owner 
asked, “Why? We don’t have any BIPOC 
clients.” And the girl replied, “Because we 
live in a world of not only White people.”

Bantley met Pendleton a few years 
ago and began doing small projects for 
him behind the scenes – editing, re-
searching, placing online orders. With 30 
years in the publishing industry, she also 

helped Pendleton put together his book, 
“The Movement Never Stops.” Having 
been on the protest lines herself, she re-
membered certain images and suggested 
them for the book.

Working with Pendleton has be-
come Bantley’s way to be an ally in the 
movement. A point she makes to visi-
tors is that these systems are all rooted 
in White supremacy – housing, banking, 
health care, education, criminal justice – 
and that People of Color shouldn’t have 
to fight the fight; they’ve had enough 
burden.

“White people really need to pop 
the bubble of other White people who 
are still living in their ignorance,” she 
said. Having grown up the same way, she 
understands where it comes from. But 
she also believes that silence is not an 
option. Being in the gallery is a way for 
her to help people understand what’s 
really going on in the movement – while 
uplifting Pendleton as an artist.

“It’s all kind of fate that I was plant-
ed here, but now that I’m here I don’t 
wanna be anywhere else,” she said.

Like Pendleton, Bantley is a staunch 
believer in independent media.

“We know that our mainstream 
[media] does not go into this depth. I 
really respect King, because he’s got such 
passion and drive,” she said. “A lot of 
mainstream media will just show up for 
five, 10, 20 minutes, get their story and 
go. And he’s out there, not only taking 
photos but oftentimes live-streaming for 
hours upon hours upon hours. And that 
takes tenacity.”

Bantley welcomes visitors to the ex-
hibition “The Movement Never Stops” at 
The Third Place Gallery (3730 Chicago 
Ave.) on Saturdays and Sundays.

AJ BANTLEY GUIDES VISITORS ON PHOTOGRAPHIC TOUR

(Photo by Jill 
Boogren)

'LISTENNN'   >> 13
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The Hillock | 4440 Snelling Ave | Minneapolis, MN 55406

Affordable apartments
for seniors 55+

NOW OPEN — ASK ABOUT OUR
LIMITED-TIME MOVE-IN SPECIAL!

The Hillock is an affordable, independent living community located in the 
popular Longfellow neighborhood in Minneapolis with thoughtful 
shared amenities, outdoor green spaces and clinic space for visiting 
providers. Studio, one-bedroom, and 2-bedroom floor plans are 

available to qualifying seniors earning 30-60% of the 
Hennepin County Area Median Income (AMI). Apartments 
include full kitchens, luxury vinyl flooring and carpeting, 
and floor to ceiling windows!

SCAN QR CODE OR CALL TO LEARN MORE

ecumen.org/thehillock | 612-448-3048  

Move in by April 30th, get one MONTH FREE!

 + General 
Manager 

Welcome Party!

Sat.
4/29

11 am–2 pm 
in the Seward Co-op 
Creamery parking lot

• Chat with nearly 
30 local farmers

• Select a CSA share for 
your household

• Kid-friendly programming 
provided by Midwest Food 
Connection

• Tour the Creamery Building 
and help shape its future

• Meet our new General 
Manager Ray and celebrate 
his hire with the board of 
directors with refreshments 
on the patio

www.seward.coop/csa_fair

Se
ward Co-op

CSA 
Fair

get to try to erase me. You don’t get to end 
my life. That is not your choice. You don’t 
get that power,” said Rehema Mertinez 
of Minneapolis to loud cheers from the 
crowd at the rally. “The power is mine. I 
deserve to be here. I deserve [to take] pub-
lic transportation. And I deserve to do it in 
safety.”

Gabbi Pierce of Minneapolis called 
for people to take collective action to sup-
port one another.

“We need to be building community 
and structures of power where we can keep 
each other safe. Where we can give each 
other support,” she said. “We need historic 
action for trans liberation now.”

Quintin Branch said being transgen-
der in her hometown of New Ulm, Minn. 
– which she described as “small town 
America” – made her very vulnerable. She 
was uplifted by the show of support.

“That they were proud of me being 
who I am really means something to me,” 
she said. “And that’s why we’re here. We 
are here to represent who we are… We are 
here to fight for our lives and our rights 
[as transgender, non-binary people], who-
ever we are… We are human… and we 
deserve the right to live and be ourselves 
as we wish.”

Conrad, a Minneapolis resident who 
grew up in Alexandria, Minn., said his 
hometown is an extremely conservative 
place and that many LGBTQIA people 
leave.

“I’m trans masculine. I’m White. 
I have all this privilege and still had to 
leave,” he said. “That is what Minneapolis 
is for a lot of us. It is a place we came [to] 
for safety. And we need to make sure it is a 
place that stays safe.” He called on people 
to take the time to get to know each other, 
take care of each other, and even to learn 
basic First Aid.

“That builds up strength and commu-
nity defense, and that is extremely import-
ant,” he said. “[Minneapolis] is a refuge. 
We will not let it not be a refuge… We will 
defend ourselves. We will keep ourselves 
safe.”

Liberty Kirkeidi of Andover, Minn., 
who is trans and non-binary, said they 
came to the rally because of the “wave of 
horrible attacks on trans people.”

They stated, “I find it very scary. I 
think it’s very urgent. I think about it every 
single day. I’m here with my community 
to ground myself in our movement and 
liberation.” Their sign, painted in the blue, 
pink and white stripes of the trans pride 
flag, read, “I believe that we will win.”

MINNESOTA: A TRANS REFUGE STATE
In addition to the much-publicized 

drag bans and denying trans students use 
of bathrooms that align with their gender, 
anti-trans legislation throughout the Unit-
ed States includes prohibiting gender-af-
firming care and criminalizing parents for 
helping their kids medically transition.

Activist and researcher Erin Reed, of 
Erin in the Morning, has been tracking 

legislation across the country. As of March 
11, eight states have enacted medical care 
bans: Alabama, Arkansas, Florida, Iowa, 
Mississippi, South Dakota, Tennessee and 
Utah. According to Reed, South Dakota’s 
bill has a “terrifying clause” specifying 
how forced detransitions should happen.

On March 8, Governor Tim Walz 
signed an Executive Order “protecting 
and supporting the rights of Minnesota’s 
LGBTQIA community members to seek 
and receive gender affirming health care 
services.” The order includes protection 
against extradition of anyone who would 
be charged with a criminal violation of 
this care in another state, effectively mak-
ing Minnesota a “trans refuge state.” It’s 
considered a stop gap measure that can 
offer protections right away, but it needs 
to be codified into law for those protec-
tions to become permanent.

Trans-affirming legislation champi-
oned by Representative Leigh Finke (DFL-St. 
Paul) is moving through Minnesota House 
and Senate committees. One protects peo-
ple seeking gender affirming care. Another 
bans harmful conversion “therapy.”

At a press conference announcing the 
Governor’s Executive Order, Finke said the 

action will save lives. According to Finke, 
this is the fourth straight year of setting a 
record number of bills introduced in the 
country that seek to erase the rights of the 
LGBTQIA community.

“What we’re saying here today is that 
Minnesota is a place that will allow you 
to be who you are. Many states are asking 
their queer people to find two spaces that 
are comfortable – the closet or the coffin 
– and we are saying that we are not going 
to accept that in Minnesota,” she said. “In 
Minnesota you can stay and live.”

Conrad said more kids and families 
seeking gender affirming care will be com-
ing here.

“Trans kids should just be doing 
homework or out having actual fun. They 
should not be afraid of their government. 
They should not be afraid of their police, 
they should not be afraid of their par-
ents, of their teachers, of their libraries, of 
their schools. They should not be afraid of 
anything,” he said, drawing cheers. “They 
should be able to see trans people get old. 
They should be able to see a future.”

A Trans Day of Visibility at the Minne-
sota State Capitol will take place March 31 
at 5:30 p.m.

DEFEND TRANS LIVES 
>> from 1

Conrad (holding a trans pride flag) and Rehema Mertinez stand with Gabbi Pierce as she speaks at a rally to celebrate and defend trans 
lives held March 9 at the Lake St./Midtown Station. “We need to be building community and structures of power where we can keep each 
other safe. Where we can give each other support,” said Pierce. “We need historic action for trans liberation now.”(Photos by Jill Boogren)
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MN Lic. BC750502
 

Sash cord repair and tune-up
Weatherstripping
Restoration and refinishing
Putty and glass repair

BRING NEW LIFE TO
YOUR ORIGINAL

WINDOWS

Joe Hayes, 
Owner

hayeswindows.com  612-259-7855

FREE - estimates

Call today for an appointment

Office Space for Lease

Service is Our Specialty • Residential
• Industrial

• Restaurant
• Lighting Retrofits

• Commercial
• Solar

Robert Nelson - Owner  
www.nelsonelectricinc.com 
612-724-9500  or 763-444-1523

Contractor’s Lic. #20636575
Electric Lic. #EA001304

Aaron Cole Lance Smith

BUILDING THE FUTURE
 RESTORING THE PAST
• Patching
• New stucco

• Window/Stucco repairs
• Re-Stucco

• Stone: new & repair
• Sandblasting

612.709.4980    SMITHCOLE.COM
Fabulous 
customer 
reviews!

Rain gardens are a simple, elegant solution to solving drainage 
problems on properties, and water quality issues state-wide. 

Take these 5 steps to make a splash in your backyard:
• Choose a site - Observe water flow on your property and build your rain garden in the 

best place to receive it.

• Size and Shape - Rain gardens can be any size or shape, but I recommend rounded, half 
moon, or kidney shaped. 

• Excavation and Soil Prep - Excavate enough soil so your garden has a flat bottom, 
encouraging faster water infiltration.

• Plant Selection - There are excellent choices for both sunny and shady rain gardens. 
Aim for one native perennial plant per 1.5 square feet of space. MinnehahaFallsLandscape.com

Call us at 612-724-5454 to see what is possible with 
great landscape design and organic gardening.

APRIL SHOWERS BRING MAY FLOWERS

Minnehaha Falls Landscaping creates outdoor environments that grow beauty, and support health and wellness.  
From this foundation grows our garden division, Giving Tree Gardens and our advocacy branch, Bee Safe Minneapolis.

Russ Henry,  
owner

Fresh air  •  Rest and relaxation  
Entertaining spaces  •  Beauty and tranquility   

Habitat for birds and pollinators

It’s your place. Your space.
Let us help you make the most of your backyard!Step Outside!

Design • Patios • Retaining Walls • Gardens • Lawns

BEFORE AFTER

HOME |  FOOD |  CRAFT  |  K IDS  |  CULTURE

1601 EAST LAKE ST MINNEAPOL IS, MN
 P. 612.729.9333 |  ingebretsens . com
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20% off
Any Equipment Rental

*Up to $250 off any equipment rental. Expires 12/31/2023.# 16679

$3.50 off
Propane Tank Refill

Expires 12/31/2023 #16676

• Lawn Care Tools
• Trucks & Trailers
• Stihl Dealer
• Construction Equipment
• Propane Fills

WWW.REDDYRENTS.COM or 612-722-9516
4411 Hiawatha Ave. Minneapolis, MN 55406

BIGGER,
BETTER
SELECTION.

MEMBER
Longfellow Business Association

WE ARE A LOCALLY OWNED COMPANY FILLING THE TWIN 
CITIES EQUIPMENT RENTAL NEEDS FOR OVER 55 YEARS.

EDDY RENTS MINNEAPOLIS EDDY RENTS MINNEAPOLIS

We are a 
full service 
Stihl dealer 
• Rental • Repair 
• Parts • Sales 
• Equipment Sales

We’re 
hiring

We are 
looking for: 

• Sales 
Associates

BENEFITS INCLUDE
*  Competitive wages based on experience
*  Generous employee discount
*  Paid time off
*  Flexible schedules
*  Casual yet professional work attire
*  Medical Insurance and 401k for Full time

We are a fun, energetic and 
independently owned hardware 
store who believes in having a 
well rounded and diverse staff. 
Our associates do a little bit of 

everything, with the foremost 
focus on the Customer. We are 
looking for applicants who can 

work 20-40 hrs/week, with a 
mix of morning, day and evening 

availability (till 8:15pm). Our 
store hours are 8a-8p Monday-

Saturday and 9a-5p Sunday. 

 Apply at 
snagajob.com/company/nicollet-ace-hardware

“Our vision is a Little Free Library in 
every community and a book for every 
r e a d e r , ” 
s a i d  L F L 
Director of 
C o m m u -
nica t ions 
Margret Al-
drich, who 
l i v e s  i n 
the Fulton 
neighbor-
hood. “We 
believe all 
people are 
e m p o w -
ered when 
the oppor-
tun i t y  to 
discover a personally relevant book to read 
is not limited by time, space, or privilege.” 

The St. Paul-based non-profit wel-
comes roughly 15,000 Little Free Libraries 
and stewards to its network every year.

"To start a Little Free Library, you can 
build your own and register it with us or 
you can purchase a kit or finished library 
from the LFL organization. (Registered Lit-
tle Free Libraries have a sign with a unique 
charter number.) Registration for the li-
brary costs $40," explained Aldrich.

"Everyone deserves a book to read. 
There are more than 150,000 registered 
Little Free Library book-sharing boxes 
around the world – in all 50 states, 115 
countries, and on all seven continents. 
Through them, more than 250 million 
books have been shared. By providing 
greater, more equitable book access in 
neighborhoods worldwide, we work to 
strengthen communities and influence 
literacy outcomes. Books in the hands of 
children improve literacy rates. The more 
books in or near the home, the more likely 
a child will learn and love to read. 

Find a Little Free Library near you by 
downloading the mobile app.

TAKE A BOOK, LEAVE A BOOK

Margret Aldrich  
(Photo submitted)

Add a little creativity to 
your yard with a Little 
Free Library. The design is 

limited only by your imagination. 
Get inspiration from these Little 
Free Libraries from around the 
neighborhood. 

This Little Free Library is adorned with a 
locally-made Wee Weather Vane.

Each Little Free Library is uniquely designed and painted. But the premise behind all is the same: take a book, leave a book. 
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Aging Well Quarterly in 
March, June, 

 September & December 
Ads@LongfellowNokomisMessenger.com | 612-260-7967

Denis@LongfellowNokomisMessenger.com | 651-917-4183

Support your 
neighbors, 
live a more 
sustainable 

life, and build 
community. 

Tell them you 
saw it in the 
Messenger.

CONTACT DENIS TODAY!
Denis@LongfellowNokomisMessenger.com  | 651-917-4183

3 month package
1/8 Page $ 349.50/monthly
1/16 Page $ 185.35/monthly
1/36 Page $ 84.60/monthly 

6 month package
1/8 Page $ 333.30/monthly
1/16 Page $ 177.25/monthly
1/36 Page $ 81/monthly

SPECIAL 
RATES

5139 34th Ave. S. #17097, Minneapolis, MN 55417 | 612-345-9998 | www.longfellownokomismessenger.com | www.monitorsaintpaul.com 

Let them know if you’re offering delivery services, reduced hours, 
and specials. Share your safety measures.  Introduce your staff. 

Let’s come together

Longfellow/Nokomis

We may be practicing 
social distancing, but 
neighbors still want to 

shop with you. Let them 
know how by advertising 
in this monthly section. 

Keep your small 
business top-of-mind 
for customers in this 

changing time.

MOST AFFORDABLE OPTION: Run a notice in the Classifieds section. 
At only $1 a word, you can customize this to your budget and business.  
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GROW YOUR BACKYARD HOMESTEAD 
PLANTS + CHICKS + CHICKEN SUPPLIES 
HEIRLOOM SEEDS + ORGANIC SOILS 
TOOLS + GIFTS + BOOKS + INSPIRATION

HOME & GARDEN

Green cleaning
Toxin-free disinfecting
For home and business
Woman-owned, local
Since 1994

651-225-1960
MBScleaning.com

Gardening Angel Garden Design
Design • Install • Maintain
Residential & Commercial

YOUR NEIGHBORHOOD LANDSCAPER!

Margi MacMurdo 612.206.7089 gardeningangel612@gmail.com

Minneapolis initiative that launched in 
2008 as a priority of former Mayor R.T. 
Rybak, the MFV will be a companion 
plan to the forthcoming Climate Equity 
Plan, and is part of a global effort that in-
cludes over 200 cities worldwide who have 
signed the Milan Urban Food Policy Pact. 

Minneapolis signed the Milan Pact in 
2017 and started work on the Minneapolis 
Food Vision the next year, in 2018. 

Since then, the food council and city 
health department staff have conducted 
in-person and online events. They part-
nered with the University of Minnesota, 
Princeton University, Appetite for Change, 
Advancement of Hmong Americans, Co-
munidades Latinas Unidas En Servicio 
(CLUES), Harvest from the Heart, and the 
Somali American Farmers Association to 
support the development of the vision. 
Funders included the National Science 
Foundation, the Sustainable Healthy Cit-
ies initiative, and the City of Minneapolis’s 
Health Department.

“I’m proud to say that over 1,000 peo-
ple were involved in the development of 
the Minneapolis Food Vision,” said Health 
Department Homegrown Minneapolis 
Manager Alison Babb. She said that work 
on the plan slowed down during the pan-
demic but picked up again in 2021. Work 
on food justice principles, priority areas, 
and strategies were the focus of food coun-
cil meetings, community focus groups, in-
terviews with food experts, and six online 
events. “In February of 2022 we launched 
an online survey,” Babb said, “that helped 
us further refine recommendations.”

HISTORY OF INEQUITY
The plan identifies a legacy of histor-

ic inequities in Minneapolis and racial 
inequality is part of Minneapolis’ food 
system. It notes that “Just and equitable 
access to affordable, healthy, culturally rel-
evant foods varies across the city, which is 
one domino effect from these structural 
practices put in place many decades ago.” 

This may be why the plan defines 
seven “food justice principals” to serve as 
the foundation and guide for both what 
will be worked on, as well as how that 
work will be done.  

A variety of specific strategies are 

outlined to support each of the six goals 
in the plan. Examples of these include: 
provide funding and support to connect 
local production and local consump-
tion; increase the purchase of locally and 
sustainably grown foods by institutions 
and businesses within the city; improve 
land access in the city for growers and 
year-round growing; improve conditions 
for food system workers and small busi-
nesses; improve access to affordable, nu-
tritious, locally-grown and culturally-rele-
vant foods; change policies to better con-
nect excess food and those in need; and, 
raise awareness of food system activities 
and research.   

10-YEAR IMPLEMENTATION
While the plan has a 10-year time 

frame, implementation will be done in 
stages. “We will be starting out with a one 
to two-year implementation plan,” said 
Babb. “There will be three work groups 
around priorities that the food council has 
determined to be both important and the 
most exciting to work on.” These work-
groups will be, first, on local food procure-
ment; second, on land access and season 
extensions for growing food in the city; 
and, third, on fostering healthy food skills. 
The workgroups will include community 
members, as well as staff and food council 
members.

The plan may already be influencing 
recommendations about city policy. This 
spring, the food council will be submit-
ting comments on the land use regula-
tions that will be considered by the city 
council and mayor later year. “The food 
council voted at their last meeting,” said 
Babb, “to submit a series of comments 
related to season extensions as it relates 
to deep winter green houses and regular 
green houses, as well as hoop houses.” 

Both Babb and Nolan recognize that 
while approving the plan is an essential 
step, implementation will take ongoing 
commitment, work and money. 

“Implementation of the Minneapo-
lis Food Vision will take action from the 
community and resources from the city, 
the business community and our philan-
thropic partners,” said Nolan. “I look for-
ward to working with city leaders to ob-
tain the investment needed to bring parts 
of this vision to life.”

NEW FOOD PLAN  >> from 1

MINNEAPOLIS 
FOOD VISION 

FOOD JUSTICE 
PRINCIPLES

SOCIAL 
DETERMINANTS 

OF HEALTH

FOOD 
PRODUCTION 

AND 
PROCESSING

INTER-
CONNECTIONS 

BETWEEN 
SYSTEMS

RECOGNITION, 
REPARATIONS, 
AND RESPECT

FOOD 
SKILLS

INCLUSION, 
LEADERSHIP, AND 

DECISION-MAKING
FOOD 

ACCESS
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Matthew Molinaro
FREE ESTIMATES 

lic&Insured | certified arborist MN-4551A

TREE TRIMMING, 
REMOVAL & STUMP 

GRINDING

612.239.2508
MolinaroTree.com

FREE ESTIMATES

• Interior & Exterior Painting • Plaster / Sheetrock Repair
• Wood Stripping & Refinishing • Ceiling Texturing / Repair
• Wallpaper Stripping / Wall Repair / Skim Coating

FREE ESTIMATES

• Interior & Exterior Painting • Plaster / Sheetrock Repair
• Wood Stripping & Refinishing • Ceiling Texturing / Repair
• Wallpaper Stripping / Wall Repair / Skim Coating

FREE ESTIMATES

• Interior & Exterior Painting • Plaster / Sheetrock Repair
• Wood Stripping & Refinishing • Ceiling Texturing / Repair
• Wallpaper Stripping / Wall Repair / Skim Coating

(612) 827-6140 or (651) 699-6140
WWW.PAINTINGBYJERRYWIND.COM

FREE ESTIMATES

• Interior & Exterior Painting   •   Plaster / Sheetrock Repair
• Wood Stripping & Refinishing   •   Ceiling Texturing / Repair

• Wallpaper Stripping / Wall Repair / Skim Coating

Merriam Park Painting

Call Ed 651-224-3660

• Exterior & Interior 
  Painting - Enameling
• Ceiling Texturing
• Wallpapering

• FREE 
ESTIMATES

Jay Anderson
Real Estate since 1993

612-819-7555
jay@CBBurnet.com

Coming in 
April & May

Denis@LongfellowNokomisMessenger.com

651-917-4183

Contact us 
today.

Home & 
Garden

www.welterheating.com  612-825-6867  4637 Chicago Ave. S.

HEATING • COOLING •  AIR PURIFICATION

With this coupon. Offer expires 
4/27/23. Cannot be combined with 

any other offer. LNM53122

$99 Clean 
and 

Safety 
Check

Thank you so much for your time and 
expertise on the installation of my furnace 
on Sept. 22. Everyone who participated in 
the project was professional and 
courteous. I was treated kindly and fairly, 
and want you to know how much I value 
that kind of customer service. I look 
forward to working with you again. 
~ Emily, Minneapolis

MARKETPLACE

CRISIS HOTLINE
Call the Minnesota Day 
One Crisis Hotline at 
1-866-223-1111 if you or 
someone you know is seek-
ing shelter due to a danger-
ous relationship or needs 
to create a safety plan. 

HANDYMAN
Dr. House does it all: From 
a leaky faucet to a new 
addition. I can save you 

money on electrical and 
plumbing. Call John at 
651-231-5652.

LAMP SALE
The Lamp Mender 
Retirement Sale: Fixtures, 
crystal chandeliers, scones, 
lamps, glass, parts. Repairs 
still welcome. 9911 Lyndale 
Av S, Bloomington. Open 
10am-4pm, Sat, Sun, Tues, 
Wed, Thurs. Closed Mon. & 
Fri. www.lampmender.com

PAINTING
Painting, wallpaper patch. 
Interior, exterior. Small jobs 
wanted. Jim. 612-202-5514.

Kevin's Painting. Interior/
Exterior. Wood frame, 
stucco. Pressure washing, 
staining, gutter cleaning. 
Insured. 651-699-2832.

ROOFING
30 years experience hail 
and wind damage special-
ist. Replace or repair. Free 
estimate. Licensed/insured. 
612-724-3934.

SERVICES
Concrete work: Steps, side-
walks, patios, driveways. 
Licensed, bonded, insured. 
Call Tom Seemon, 612-
721-2530. 

Lawn Service. Spring clean-
ups. Gutter cleaning/repair; 
dethatching, tree/bush 
service. Insured. 651-699-
2832.

STORAGE
MPLS Storage located in the 
Longfellow neighborhood 
has units for rent at low 
rates. Locally owned and 
family operated. ½ block 
from Lake and Hiawatha. 
612-333-7525.

Home
DOG WALKING

John's Dog Walking - Daily 
dog walks, boarding and 
in home pet visits. 15 
years experience, Insured 
and Bonded. 612-825-
9019. www.facebook.com/
johnpetservice. 

Pets
SPACE FOR RENT

Wellness or therapy space 
for rent: On bus route. 
Easy access to light rail. 
Located at Minnehaha Ave 
S. and 42nd St. 2nd floor 
space avail. Approx. 144 
sq. ft. Call Jim between 
8 a.m. and 2 p.m. 612-
490-1457 or email: KRZ@
NELSONELECTRICINC.
COM.. 

Jobs

Word ads must be received by the Messenger by Monday, April 17 for the April 27 issue. Call 651-917-4183 for more information. 
Your classified ad will also be automatically placed on the Messenger’s website at www.LongfellowNokomisMessenger.com>>

Get the word out. GET A CLASSIFIED. 

MAKE IT BIG Thank that 
neighbor who shoveled 
for you in a classified.

Just $1 a word. 
Affordable. Simple. Easy. 

Place your ad today!

CONTACT US TODAY!

612-345-9998

Denis@LongfellowNokomisMessenger.com
Tesha@LongfellowNokomisMessenger.com

sandra.tmcpub@gmail.com
Suzie: ads@swconnector.com

“Perhaps you've seen my bright blue F150 around the Nokomis neighborhood with "Gardening Angel Garden 
Design," my name and phone number emblazoned on it. Well, that's one way I advertise my 

business, but I can't be everywhere all the time, so besides the Longfellow 
Nokomis Messenger I also rely on the Southwest Connector for a wider 
reach my other clients. When the Southwest Journal went out of business I didn't know 
what I was going to do, but TMC Publications and the Connector really stepped up to the plate. 

The folks in their ad department came up with a fantastic ad graphic that stretches horizontally 
across the middle of the paper and is quite striking." ~ Margi MacMurdo-Reading
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VINE ARTS CENTER PHOTO EXHIBIT OPENS 
The Vine Arts Center is pleased to 

present, “The Ways We See It: SelecHons 
From Four Vine Arts Center Photogra-
phers”, an exciting and provocative exhibit 
of photographic images captured by pho-
tographers, John Box, Edie Karras, Rubin 
Latz, and Raven Miller. The exhibit will 
be held on the second floor of the Ivy Arts 
Building at 2637 27th Avenue South. The 
show runs April 1-31 with an opening 

on April 1 from 6-9 p.m. Additional op-
portunities to view the exhibit occur on 
Saturdays, April 8, 15, 22, and 29 from 
11 a.m. until 5 p.m. Vine Arts Center is a 
non-profit, member-run organization sup-
porting emerging and established artists, 
partnering with the community, and pro-
viding space for visiting shows and events.

FREE EASTER EGG HUNT APRIL 1
Families are invited to a free indoor 

Easter egg hunt on Saturday, April 1, at 
10 a.m. at Trinity Lutheran of Minnehaha 
Falls (5212 41st Avenue S). There will be 
games for young children, crafts, and re-

freshments. This free event is sponsored by 
Trinity Church and Trinity Falls Discovery 
Center preschool & childcare. For more 
details, call 612-724-3691.

LISTEN TO YOUR MOTHER COMING IN MAY
Listen to Your Mother is a series of 

live, on-stage readings across North Amer-
ica on or around Mother’s Day. The mis-
sion of each LTYM show is to give voice 
to motherhood – the good, the bad, the 
ugly, the sad, the hilarious, the golden, 
and of course, the beautiful – in the form 
of original readings performed live on-
stage by their authors. The show will stay 

at its beautiful home, the historic River-
view Theatre in Minneapolis on Wednes-
day May 3, at 7 p.m. and Sunday May 7 at 
10:30 a.m. 

ANNUAL CHURCH RUMMAGE SALE MAY 19-20
Join Minnehaha Communion Lu-

theran Church for their Annual Spring 
Rummage Sale, Friday, May 19, 9 a.m.-3 
p.m. and Saturday, May 20, 9 a.m.-1 p.m. 
Expect lots of great buys, from clothes to 
home goods and so much more. Sloppy 
Joe's and bars will also be available for 
purchase. They are located at 4101 37th 
Ave. S. 

EVENTS

Faith
Bethlehem Covenant Church
3141 43rd Ave. S. • 612-721-5768
www.bethlehemcov.org  
Pastor Colleen Nelson
(Handicapped Accessible)
Traditional Service – 9 AM
Contemporary Service –10:30 AM
All sermons can be found online

Epworth United Methodist
3207 37th Ave. • 612-722-0232
www.epworthmpls.org
Pastor Dr. Beatrice Mungania
Sundays 8:45am - Sunday School; 

9am Adult Faith Formation; 10am 
- Worship In-person & Live-
streaming on Our FB Page - @
EpworthUMCMPLS

Join us for Easter and May Garden 
Events!

Faith Ev. Lutheran Church
3430 East 51st St. • 612-729-5463
www.faithlutheranmpls.org 
Vacancy Pastor: Rev. Jared 
Yogerst, PhD
Sundays – Service times on website
(Communion 1st and 3rd)
Mondays: Exercise Class, 9 am
   AA, 6:30 pm
Wednesdays: NA group, 7:30 pm
Maundy Thursday, April 6, 6:30 pm
Good Friday Service, April 7, 6:30 pm
Easter Service, April 9, 9 am, 

Potluck Brunch following service 
(bring a food item to share)

Minnehaha Communion 
Lutheran

4101 37th Ave. S. • 612-722-9527
www.minnehahacommunion.org
Pastor Shawna Day
9:45 am Sunday Worship in person 

& online. Info on church website 
12-step groups Tuesday thru Friday 

evenings

Park Avenue United 
Methodist Church

3400 Park Ave. • 612-825-6863
www.parkavechurch.org
Senior Pastor Gregg Taylor, Minister 

of Preaching Steven Belton
Reaching & rebuilding in the 

Central Neighborhood.100+ 
years of lively worship and 
diverse congregation.

Open for in-person worship – 10am 
Sundays

St. Albert the Great Catholic
E. 29th St. at 32nd Ave. S. 
612-724-3643 
www.saintalbertthegreat.org
Fr. Jude McPeak O.P., pastor
Saturday mass 5:00 pm
Sunday mass 9:30 am (also live-

streamed on Facebook), 12 pm
Sacrament of Reconciliation 4-4:40 

pm Saturdays; Sunday 11:30-
11:50 am; Or by appointment

Weekday masses at 8:15 am, M, T, 
Th, F in the chapel

Trinity Lutheran Church
  of Minnehaha Falls
5212 41st Ave. S. •  612-724-3691
www.trinityfalls.org
Pastor Matt Oxendale
Worship 10:30 a.m. In person/online
AA Sun & Tues 7:00 p.m.
Easter Sunday: 8:30 & 10:30 a.m.

Neighborhood churches welcome you.

Faith classified ads must be received by the Messenger 
by March 13 for the March 23 issue. Call 651-917-4183, 

email or place the order online. Your classified ad will also 
be automatically placed on the Messenger’s website at 

www.LongfellowNokomisMessenger.com

PROJECT OF 
NEIGHBORHOOD CHURCHES

Minnehaha Food Shelf, 
serving people Tuesday, 10:30 am - 3 pm 

Call us at 612-721-6231 
Minnehaha United Methodist • 3701 E. 50th St. 

PROJECT OF 
NEIGHBORHOOD CHURCHES

Minnehaha Food Shelf 
Serving people Tuesdays, 10:30 am - 

3 pm. Call us at 612-721-6231. 

Minnehaha United Methodist 
• 3701 E. 50th St. 

HIRING: 
CARRIERS  

FOR WALKING 
ROUTES

Deliver newspapers. 
$11-15/hr

Email Delivery@
TMCpub.com or call/
text 612-235-7197.

Get exercise.
Work flexible hours.

Save up for that trip.
Support democracy.

Say hi to your neighbors.

TMC Publications is looking for 
newspaper delivery carriers for 
walking routes in Longfellow 
and Nokomis. Reliable car 
needed to pick up papers, or 
we can drop off to you. Routes 
available every week.

IN OUR COMMUNITY

NEW SHELTER HOUSING ON 27TH AVE.
 This month, Agate participated in 

two meetings about their new shelter 
housing project coming to the Longfellow 
neighborhood. Agate purchased a lot on 
the 2800 block of 27th Avenue, and plans 
to build a shelter there for about 54 single 
adults and with 48 units of housing with 
on-site case management and other ser-
vices. 

CREEK BRIDGE REPAIR
T h e  p e d e s t r i a n  b r i d g e  o v e r 

Minnehaha Creek near 36th Avenue S. was 
removed for repairs on March 9. The park 
board plans to replace the deck and install 
new footings for the bridge this spring. It 
will be reinstalled in the summer. People 
can cross the creek on 34th Avenue S. or 
the pedestrian bridge near 32nd Avenue S.

VETERANS SUPPORT BILLS
State Representative Emma Greenman 

has introduced two bills to assist veterans. 
One, if approved by the legislature and 
governor, will provide grant funding for 
Every Third Saturday (ETS), which is lo-

cated in the East Nokomis neighborhood 
and provides services to veterans. A second 
bill would provide funding to rehabili-
tate a building of the Minnesota Veterans 
Home to bring it back into operation. 

LIGHT RAIL SAFE BILL OKED
In February, a Minnesota State House 

committee approved a bill that would ap-
propriate $1 million and direct the Metro-
politan Council to use it to create a transit 
ambassador program to improve safety on 
light rail trains. Following the Feb. 27 vio-
lent attack at the Lake Street Light Rail Sta-
tion, and in response to ongoing concerns, 
Ward 9 Council Member Jason Chavez 
held a community meeting and listening 
session on transit safety at the Corcoran 
Recreation Center on March 21. The meet-
ing included personnel from Metro Tran-
sit and Hennepin County, as well as State 
Representative Samantha Sencer-Mura and 
others. 

THE HISTORY OF YOUR HOME 
Two libraries are offering workshops 

in April for people to learn about library 
resources that will help trace the history 
of Minneapolis houses, neighborhoods 
or properties, including online permit re-
cords, maps, city directories, and photo-
graphs. People can register online for ses-

sions Saturday, April 1, 10-11:30 a.m. at 
Pierre Bottineau Library or Saturday, April 
29, 10-11:30 a.m. at Washburn Library 
by visiting the Hennepin County Library 
website.

COUNTY TREE SALE SALE THROUGH APRIL 20
Orders are being taken through April 

20 for the Hennepin County’s spring 2023 
tree sale. These are mostly bareroot trees, 
not in soil, from 18 to 24 inches long 
that are being sold in bundles of 25 for 
$40. You can place your order and learn 
more at https://environmentalresources.
hennepin.us/TreeSale.

REPUBLICAN PARTY CONVENTIONS 
The Minnesota GOP Congressio-

nal District 5 2023 Convention has been 
scheduled for April 22, at 10 a.m. at the 
Crystal VFW #494, 5222 Bass Lake Rd. in 
Crystal. The more local Senate District 63 
convention will be on March 25, 10 a.m. 
– 5 p.m. at Burroughs Community School, 
1601 W. 50th St. 

DFL CAUCUSES AND CONVENTIONS 
The Democratic Farmer Labor (DFL) 

held ward level caucuses for Ward 12 and 
13 on March 14. Ward conventions for 
each ward will meet in April and May as 
follows:  Ward 7 on May 21 online, Ward 

8 on May 20 online; Ward 10 on May 13 
in-person, location yet to be determined; 
Ward 11 on May 21 online; Ward 12 on 
April 29 at Roosevelt High School; Ward 
13 on April 1 at Armatage Park.  See 
https://minneapolisdfl.org for more in-
formation. Business to be conducted at 
the ward convention includes: endorsing a 
candidate for city council and electing two 
ward representatives to join the Minneap-
olis DFL Central Committee.

2023 COMMUNITY CONNECTIONS CONFERENCE  
People are invited to participate in 

the city’s annual Community Connections 
Conference that will be held  Saturday, 
June 10, at the Minneapolis Convention 
Center. It is a free event. 

MARKETS IN THE PARK  
The Park Board plans to host “mar-

kets” this summer where local venders can 
display and sell handcrafted item.  The 
markets that will be held at five parks in-
cluding at Lake Harriet on Sundays, 2:30-
6:30 p.m. from June 4 - Aug. 27 near the 
bandshell. The initiative is intended to 
help “local entrepreneurs, producers and 
artists share their goods and services and 
grow their business ventures.” 

~ Briefs compiled by Cam Gordon

CITY BRIEFS

*2021 Minnesota Market Study, conducted by Coda Ventures

To learn more, please contact your
local newspaper representative

2.6 Million Orders
Are Being Taken

That’s how many Minnesotans dine out
at a restaurant or bar.  And 88% of those
patrons read newspapers every month.

Print & Digital Newspaper Readers
–  An Advertiser’s Best Prospects –

2.6 
million 
orders 
are being 
taken
*2021 Minnesota Market Study, 
conducted by Coda Ventures

*2021 Minnesota Market Study, conducted by Coda Ventures

To learn more, please contact your
local newspaper representative

2.6 Million Orders
Are Being Taken

That’s how many Minnesotans dine out
at a restaurant or bar.  And 88% of those
patrons read newspapers every month.

Print & Digital Newspaper Readers
–  An Advertiser’s Best Prospects –

That's how many 
Minnesotans dine 
out at a restaurant 
or bar. And 88% of 
those patron read 
the newspapers 
each month.
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By TESHA M. CHRISTENSEN

After two and a half years, Longfellow 
residents have the opportunity to tell the 
city what they want at the Third Precinct 
site (Minnehaha and E. Lake St.). Howev-
er, the city is only giving the Longfellow 
Community Council four weeks to orga-
nize and publicize meetings, and another 
four weeks to gather input. The report is 
due to the mayor in mid-May.

Phase I will ask community members 
if they want the police building for the 
Third Precinct to be in the current location 
at Lake and Minnehaha or a different pre-
determined location within the borders of 
the Third Precinct. That location has been 
predetermined by the city, but has not yet 
been shared. The city is planning to go live 
with a website dedicated to this process 
on March 27 with an online survey. Phase 
II will focus on recommendations for a 

Community Benefits Agreement regarding 
the Lake and Minnehaha location. There 
is still much to be worked out for Phase II. 
After another series of community conver-
sations about developing a CBA, a work-
ing group will be formed to continue the 
work. The final CBA will be then shared 
back with everyone who participated in 
the process for review and comment.

"Longfellow Community Council is 
thankful and energized to be a part of the 
community engagement efforts around 
the future site of the police building in 
the Third Precinct as it is vital to bring res-
idents, businesses and community orga-
nizations into the conversation and that 
we start the work taking down the barbed 
wire and bringing the site at Lake and 
Minnehaha back to community use," said 
LCC Executive Director Rachel Boeke.

"After 2.5 years of inaction with the 
promise of intentional and thoughtful 

outreach, the accelerated timeline from 
the city with this process, now that it's in 
motion, is opposed to the concept of real 
engagement. The Third Precinct is made 
of roughly 139,000 residents, not includ-
ing business owners, employees, etc. The 
amount of outreach and work required to 
communicate with a large, representative 
constituent of this precinct is considerable. 
The sudden urgency of the city to have a 
response from residents has reduced our 
timeline to four weeks for organizing lo-
cations, informing the community about 
each event, and gathering residents into 
conversation.

"Our goal with these conversations is 
to involve as many community members 
as possible so the results are undeniable 
and cannot be pushed aside. We believe 
that any decision around the future of the 
Third Precinct site needs to be made by 
the people."

For hire: Presentations, parties, insect safaris, garden 
consult & more
www.etsy.com/shop/DragonsWyndInsects
jessica@dragonswynd.com

SUPPORTED BY MENTORS
Pendleton credits a number of men-

tors who offered guidance and support, es-
pecially master photographer Wing Young 
Huie. He first went to Huie’s studio be-
cause he wanted to learn, and began vol-
unteering and helping out. Now, some of 
Pendleton’s most striking images are on 
display in the very same studio.

Huie commented, “I am honored to 
showcase the important photography of 
KingDemetrius Pendleton at The Third 
Place, where over the decade hundreds of 
local artists have used my gallery as an ar-
tistic incubator.”

“It’s just amazin’ for him to open up 
a space for me,” said Pendleton. “Wing 
Young Huie is one of those people that… 
don’t mind sharing the platform. A lot 
of times people get on the elevator, and 
they get all the way up to the top and… 
they don’t press the button so it’ll go back 
down to get other people. He’s not one of 
those people.”

Pendleton has received recognition for 
his efforts and held his first exhibition in 
St. Paul in May 2022. But as an indepen-
dent journalist, pay can be slim to none. 
Sales of his book and prints offer some 
support, but ultimately he would like to 
obtain funding to open his own storefront 
studio with a darkroom where he can 
mentor others.

“I want my flowers while I’m alive so 
I can smell ‘em,” he said. “I just want my 
children to be able to enjoy the fruit of the 
land, and I want to be able to enjoy the 
fruit of the land while I’m here.”

“The Movement Never Stops” exhi-
bition is open Saturdays and Sundays at 
The Third Place gallery, 3730 Chicago 
Ave. More information can be found on 
Facebook at Demetrius.pendleton.5, on 
Instagram at kingdemetriuspendleton and 
at listenmedia.org.

'LISTENNN'   >> from 6

AURIN CHOWDHURY
Chowdhury is a first-generation Ben-

gali-American, daughter of working-class 
immigrants, organizer, and renter. She 
grew up near Sibley Park and graduated 
from Minneapolis Public Schools. 

Chowdhury has worked as a poli-
cy aide for two elected officials. Her first 
was with Senator Kari Dziedzic and she 
is current working for Ward 9 City Coun-
cil member Jason Chavez. In her time at 
Minneapolis City Hall as an aide, she has 
helped developed policies to combat wage 
theft, expand affordable housing for stu-
dents, and deliver funding for small busi-
nesses impacted by the COVID-19 pan-
demic.

JEROME EVANS
Since 2018, Evans has represented 

Ward 12 on the Public Health Adviso-
ry Committee for the City of Minneap-
olis (PHAC). He formerly served on the 
Nokomis East Neighborhood Association 
Board, and helped organize residents 
during the Uprising following the death 
of George Floyd to protect businesses and 
homes from damage.

Evans lives with his husband in 
Nokomis, and has resided there for 10 
years. He grew up in Georgia and earned 
his law degree from the University of 
Georgia. 

NANCY FORD
The owner of Repair Lair on East Lake 

Street, Ford has lived in Ward 12 for 18 
years. She currently resides near 46th and 
Hiawatha with her boyfriend and two 
dogs. It took her 15 years, but she earned 
a bachelor of science degree from the Uni-
versity of Minnesota. She has a degree in 

civil engineering. She has worked at a vari-
ety of different jobs over the years.

She walks many miles throughout the 
neighborhood every week.

LUTHER RANHEIM
Ranheim grew up near Lake Nokomis, 

and has lived in Ward 12 for 22 years with 
his wife, Michelle. He is currently in Howe 
neighborhood. He graduated from South 
High School. His first job was manning 
the front desk at the Nokomis Rec Center.

He earned his degree from Lawrence 
University in Appleton, Wis. His work life 
began in the nonprofit sector, focusing on 
the performing arts. After moving back 
to Minneapolis in the 1990s, he worked 
in financial services in the private sector, 
before returning to a nonprofit. Over the 
years, he has worked with MacPhail Cen-
ter for Music, Greater Twin Cities United 
Way, the Minnesota Orchestra and the Alz-
heimer’s Association. He appreciates arts 
of all sorts, including music and theater.

DEMONSTRATED LEADERSHIP
Several years ago, Ford approached 

Longfellow Seward Healthy Seniors about 
a partnership. She offered to supply 
$5,000 to pay for shoveling at the homes 
of local seniors. The group was not able 
to organize the effort at that time, but a 
couple of years later, the Longfellow Com-
munity Council approached her and asked 
if she was still willing to fund it. She was.

In 2017, Ranheim organized a phil-
anthropic response following the fire at a 
mosque. That grew into a larger dialogue 
with the community about how to address 
rising hate crimes, he said. 

After the murder of George Floyd, 
Evans helped with the emergency network 
in Nokomis neighborhood. Together, the 
community stayed awake for three days 
and three nights to protect local homes and 
businesses. The only building that caught 
fire during that time was the Speedway.

Chowdhury was part of a group that 
talked to businesses along Lake Street and 
asked how the city could spend Ameri-
can Rescue dollars to benefit them. “We 
brought forward the stories of small 
businesses,” she recalled. It resulted in 
$700,000 for business and technical assis-
tance.

4 VIE IN WARD 12   
>> from 1

Candidates for the Ward 12 seat include (left to right) Jerome Evans, Aurin Chowdhury, 
Nancy Ford and Luther Ranheim. (Photo by Tesha M. Christensen)

WHAT DO CITIZENS WANT AT THE THIRD PRECINCT SITE? UPCOMING MEETINGS
• Business Owners Session: Tuesday, 
April 11 from 6:30-8:30 p.m., The Hook 
and Ladder (3010 Minnehaha Ave.), 
snacks and beverages provided
 
• Open to all: Thursday, April 13 from 
6:30-8:30 p.m., Midtown Global Market 
(920 E. Lake Street), meal vouchers 
provided.

• Open to all: Saturday, April 15 from 10 
a.m. - noon, South High School Cafeteria 
(3131 19th Ave. S.), snacks and bever-
ages provided.

• Open to all: Wednesday, April 19 from 
6:30-8:30 p.m., Holy Trinity Lutheran 
Church (2730 E 31st St.), snacks and 
beverages provided

A website with an online survey will go 
live on March 27.
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Minneapolis is suffering from a severe 
lack of affordable housing. Renters in the 
city make up 48% of residents and, accord-
ing to Minnesota Compass, 46% of those 
renters are cost-burdened households. As 
rent climbs and people’s wages don’t, some 
people are forced to make hard decisions: 
cutting heat, eating less, or not buying need-
ed medicines. As good neighbors, we need 
to do something to help people afford shel-
ter. The first step to helping is to become 
more informed on the issue.

WHAT IS AFFORDABLE HOUSING?
The federal government defines afford-

able housing as housing that does not take 
more than 30% of a household’s income. 
The rent or home price that is considered 
affordable may change from one household 
to another, but the need to have housing 
that is affordable is something that is shared 
by everyone.

HOW DOES THE GOVERNMENT DECIDE WHICH 
HOUSING TO SUBSIDIZE?

The Department of Housing and 
Urban Development looks at the salaries of 
everyone living in Hennepin County every 
April, then selects the income that is exactly 
in the middle of that group. This is called 
the AMI, or Area Median Income. They 
do this for every size of household. Those 
households that make 30% of the area’s 
median income would then qualify for fed-
eral subsidies.

WHAT IS THE PROBLEM?
The number of available rental units 

that are considered in this 30% AMI bracket 
at any given time is currently zero. That’s 
right. Zero. So many are forced to pay high-
er rents due to a simple lack of places to live 
that are considered “affordable” by the Fed-
eral Government.

Making matters worse,  because 
Hennepin County is a large area that in-
cludes many wealthy communities, the 
county’s median income ($118,200 for a 
family of four) is a poor metric to base af-
fordability for Minneapolis residents since 
it’s much higher than the city’s median in-
come ($70,099).

WHAT ARE RENT PRICES THESE DAYS? 
The vast majority of available rental 

properties in Minneapolis right now are be-
tween 50-100% AMI, with most closer to 
80% and 100% AMI. This means that for 
a one bedroom apartment rents range be-
tween $1,100 to over $1,760 with the ma-
jority of those at $1,760 or higher.

If you have a family and need to rent 
housing with more than one bedroom, you 
will likely find the majority of two bedroom 
and above units above $2,000 per month 
and some units pushing $3,000.

WHAT ARE WE DOING ABOUT IT?
Nokomis East Neighborhood Associ-

ation is teaming up with Powderhorn Park 
Neighborhood Association (PPNA) to raise 
funds in 2023 for direct rental support for 
Nokomis East renters.

Selected applicants will receive $900 
in rental assistance. Renters will be able to 
choose either three monthly payments of 
$300 or a one-time payment of $900. Those 
selected can then choose to receive pay-
ments via PayPal or a mailed check.

Applicants will be selected through a 
randomized lottery and there are no restric-
tions on how selected renters can spend 
the money. One goal of the program is to 
provide a low-barrier, flexible and efficient 
program for neighbors to access needed as-
sistance. Once the funds are raised, eligible 
applicants will need to:

• live in one of the four Nokomis East 
neighborhoods

• spend 30% or more of their income 
on housing costs

• have not received Renter Support 
Fund funding that calendar year

• be 18 or older
Powderhorn Park Neighborhood As-

sociation received over 1,650 applications 
in 2022 from across the city and was able 
to fund 52 renters, benefitting 141 people 
(including 68 children).

There were several applications that 
came from the Nokomis East area and 
100% of renters said that the funds made a 
difference, allowing them to pay rent, bills, 
or other expenses.

You can find more information and 
donate to the Nokomis East Renter Support 
Fund at wwww.nokomiseast.org/renter-sup-
port-fund/.

Are you a business, non-profit, or 
faith group? Please email brandon.long@
nokomiseast.org to discuss how you can 
sponsor this program.

UPCOMING:
4/6/23: NENA Housing|Development 

Committee 6:30-8:00pm, online
4/11/23: NENA Executive Committee 

Meeting 6:30-7:30pm, online
4/13/23: NENA Fundraising Events 

Team 6:30-7:30pm, online
4/17/23: NENA Environmental Com-

mittee 5:30-6:30pm, online
4/18/23 Wellness and Engagement 

Committee 7:30-8:30, online
4/22/23: Food Truck Rally 4-7pm
4/27/23: Annual Meeting 6:30-8:30, 

online and at Morris Park Rec Center

BY SARAH FRIEDMAN
communications manager
sarah.friedman@nokomiseast.org

NOKOMIS EAST 
NEIGHBORHOOD

ASSOCIATION 

NENA STARTS RENTER SUPPORT FUND

Longfellow Community Council is ex-
cited to announce that we’re looking for 
candidates to apply to our Board of Direc-
tors! 

Historically, governing boards have 
not been accessible spaces for everyone. 
It’s a volunteer position that continues to 
operate under antiquated ideas of how a 
neighborhood Board functions – month-

ly meetings with formal rules that create 
space that is largely dominated by White, 
home-owning, affluent voices. How do we 
build systems of change focused on equi-
table engagement and expand the possi-
bilities for our community when the beau-
tiful diversity of our community isn’t fully 
at the table? 

As the neighborhood organization for 
the Greater Longfellow Neighborhood, 
Longfellow Community Council’s Board 
of Directors should reflect our neighbor-
hood – queer, disabled, Black, Indigenous, 
and People of Color, working-class, young 
folks, immigrants, renters, and unhoused 
folks. We know that we can’t increase 
involvement with LCC without making 
some sweeping organizational changes, 
including who is on our board and how 
they operate. It also means making chang-

es to how we operate as staff and as com-
mittees to minimize barriers of participa-
tion and focus on how we can show up 
and support our community. There are 
people in our community who need rental 
assistance and a food shelf within walking 
distance. We want to be able to connect 
unhoused people and encampments with 
the resources they need. We want to sup-
port our immigrant neighbors, and help 
empower them to organize around those 
issues. We want to address the environ-
mental, housing and racial injustice in our 
community. 

Our board is made up of dedicated 
members of our community who volun-
teer their time with our organization. We 
are immensely grateful for their service 
and all the time and energy they have ded-
icated to our neighborhood. This year, in 

making a call to our community for new 
board members, we want to let you know 
who we need at the table. We need mem-
bers who are committed to the idea of eq-
uitable representation – we need change 
makers who are committed to working on 
behalf of the community. We need to do 
away with the historically classist and pro-
hibitive models of engagement. We need 
to advocate and organize for our commu-
nity in ways that bring real and meaning-
ful change to people’s daily life.

If you’re interested in running, we 
have open seats in Howe, Cooper, Hi-
awatha, and Longfellow, as well as a cou-
ple of community seats and a business 
representative seat. Find the application 
on our website (longfellow.org/our-board) 
or email Executive Director Rachel Boeke 
at rachel@longfellow.org for more infor-
mation. 	

Apply for Longfellow Community Council Board of Directors

BY ANDREA TRITSCHLER, 
communications
andrea@longfellow.org

LONGFELLOW 
COMMUNITY COUNCIL

birding with lcc
&  urban bird
collective.
APRIL - JUNE
Learn about our native bird species and the
importance of environmental maintenance 

April 20th | 5pm

May 21st | 8:30am

June 6th | 5pm

April 28th | 8:30am

SIGN UP!

Spring Food Truck Rally!
The Nokomis East Neighborhood Association Presents: 

Shoreview Triangle 5342 25th Ave S, Minneapolis MN 55417

Saturday April 22nd, 12pm-4pm

All procceeds will benefit our 
Nokomis East Renter Support Fund! 

Learn more: www.nokomiseast.org/renter-support-fund

Music! Food! Makers Market! 

Scan me!

(Earth Day Neighborhood Clean-up to preceed
this! Scan QR code below for more details.) 

DID YOU KNOW?  6 of 10  readers say they frequently purchase products and services from ads that they see in the Messenger.
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By IRIC NATHANSON

These days, Nancie Hamlett has an 
easy, hassle-free way to recharge her Chevy 
Bolt. She can drive into Becketwood’s 
basement garage and plug her all-electric 
Bolt  into a standard 110 outlet.

Right now, electric vehicle (EV)  
charging at Becketwood may be conve-
nient, but it is also time consuming. A full 
charge for Hamlett’s  Bolt, which  has an 
average driving range of 230 miles, can 
take 24 hours. But that will soon change 

This year, Becketwood is upgrading its 
charging capability in an effort to boost 
EV accessibility. The upgrade will replace 
the current system, known as a Level One 
charger, with the higher powered Level 
Two charger that requires a 220 outlet. The 
upgrade has the capacity to cut charging 
wait time by 75%. A full charge that now 
takes 24  hours will be reduced to six 
hours once the new system is in place.

EV access is not a new issue at 
Becketwood, says Bob Kirk, one of the 
co-op’s  early EV boosters. “As far back 
as 2010, several of us recognized that EVs 
represented the wave of the future.  

“We wanted Becketwood to prepare  
for that wave, but not many other co-op 
members shared our views. Back then, our 
board had little appetite to invest in EV 
accessibility. During those early years, no 
one here was driving an EV so the issue 
seemed more abstract than real. Now we 
have people who are driving all-electric so 
we have a better understanding of EVs and 
how much they cost to operate.”

“Attitudes here have clearly changed,”  
noted John Pegg, who helped promote 
Becketwood’s new EV  plan. “EVs are 
gaining wider acceptance here and in the 
broader automotive market. As a result,  
EV availability has increased as more man-
ufacturers convert their production to 
all-electric vehicles.”

Bob Ochtrup, who helped draft Bec-
ketwood’s current EV plan, said  that op-
erating costs for the charger  will be us-
er-funded on an on-going basis. “Our 
co-op is purchasing the equipment and 
installing it, but we won’t be covering the 
cost of the electricity that powers the char-

ger. That will be the responsibility of the 
EV owners who will pay for the electricity 
they use through a sub-metering arrange-
ment.”

Initially, Becketwood will install a 
Level Two Charger in a dedicated parking 

space in the Becketwood garage. EV own-
ers will get weekly access to the charging 
station on a rotating basis. 

 “At some point, our board of direc-
tors may decide to put a charger in one of 
our outside parking lots, but that improve-

ment won’t happen for a while,” Ochtrup 
noted. “Depending on future demand, we 
may get another  charger in our garage. 
If so, it is likely to be another Level Two 
system. We are not planning to go with 
the highest capacity EV charger known as a 
Level Three. That  equipment is incredibly 
expensive and it can degrade batteries if 
it is overused. Level Three chargers are re-
ally meant for long-distance driving. That 
need will be met through the new federal 
incentive programs that are just starting to 
roll out.”

 “In the short term, those programs  
will boost costs for charging equipment as 
the EV industry gears up to meet a surging 
demand,” Ochtrup said. “Because we will 
face higher costs over the next few years, 
we decided to purchase and install the 
new equipment now, before the price in-
creases kick in.”

 Ochtrup added that Becketwood’s 
marketing needs are also prompted the 
co-op to upgrade its charging capability 
this year. “More and more, people are ask-
ing about our EV compatibility when they 
consider moving here. Having a Level Two 
charger will be a real marketing ‘plus’ for 
us.”

Glenna Dibrell ,  who chairs the 
Becketwood Marketing Committee, 
agreed. “We need to offer as much flexi-
bility and accessibility for EV owners as 
our facilities and resources will allow. The 
market for senior housing is changing as 
technology evolves. We need to adapt to 
those changes.”

DELICIOUS 
SOMALI 

FOOD AT A 
NEW 

LOCATION

612.597.7329

2913 27th Ave S, Mpls  - by Aldi Dr. Julia,
Pediatrician

Primary care for 0-26 year olds

CALL 651-350-3580
EMAIL Main@leapcaremn.com 
450 Syndicate St. N., Suite 250 

St. Paul, MN 55104-4107
Hours:  8AM - 5PM M-F

For all low vision and blindness aids
thelowvisionstore.com

2200 University Ave W, Saint Paul
 (651) 203-2200 • M-F 10-4:30, Sa 10-1

REBUILD REPAIR RECYCLE

Becketwood to boost electric vehicle access

Nancie Hamlett (at left) charges her Chev-
rolet Bolt at the Becketwood charging sta-
tion. It will soon be upgraded to a Level 
Two system. EV owners will get weekly 
access to the station on a rotating basis. 
(Photo by Terry Faust)

PARK NEWS
Sibley and Phelps Parks’ new Recre-

ation Supervisor is John Dahl. John takes 
over for Jotika Weitz-Handy, who is now at 
the Nokomis Community Center. Dahl is a 
south Minneapolis native and grew up fre-
quenting Pearl Park. After graduating from 
college, Dahl worked in another field for 
a few years before committing to a career 
in recreation. Since joining the Minneap-
olis Park and Recreation Board, Dahl has 
worked in Aquatics, Ice Arenas, and as a 
Youth Program Specialist. Dahl grew up in 
Minneapolis parks and always loved any 
chance to be outside. He said he feels very 
lucky to begin his career as a recreation su-
pervisor.

Nokomis Park’s new Recreation Su-
pervisor Jotika Weitz-Handy took over from 
Maggie Mercil in mid-January after Mercil 
accepted a position as a recreation program 
lead. Weitz-Handy began working at the 
Minneapolis Park and Recreation Board 
in 2001 as a lifeguard at North Commons 
Waterpark. In 2008, Weitz-Handy moved 
to a Youthline mentor role at Whittier, Ar-
matage and Bryant Square parks. She has 

worked as a Recreation Leader/Recreation 
Supervisor at Morris Park and most recent-
ly at Sibley Park. Weitz-Handy said she is 
excited to be at Nokomis to continue the 
work that has been there, and hopefully 
add her own touch to the programming 
and to the community.

Corcoran Park’s new Recreation Su-
pervisor is Joy Fogg. Originally from Saint 
Louis, Mo., Fogg moved to Minneapolis in 
1987 where she was introduced to the Min-
neapolis Park system and a great Youthline 
mentor. Fogg’s mentor inspired her to work 
in parks and recreation. Fogg said she is 
excited and honored to be working for Min-
neapolis Park and Recreation Board, as she 
has always had a deep passion for youth 
and community.

Brackett Park’s new Recreation Super-
visor is Jackie Travis. Travis has worked as 
a program manager for a local non-profit, 
tennis instructor, small business owner and 
art director. Travis has worked with the Park 
Board since 2008 in roles including youth 
coach, program lead and childcare special-
ist. Travis said she is excited to be working 
for the Park Board because she said she un-

derstands the benefit of the MPRB’s parks, 
programs, activities, sports, recreation and 
what they can do for a community, youth 
and those that visit.

Hiawatha School Park has a new Rec-
reation Supervisor, Elise Mohn. Mohn’s first 
site as a Childcare Specialist was Hiawatha 
School Park, and she is excited to be back 
working at the same park again. Mohn took 
over from Aaron Flanders in mid-January. 
Flanders is now working at Rev. Dr. Mar-
tin Luther King Jr. Park. Before joining Hi-
awatha School Park, Mohnworked at Audu-
bon Recreation Center as a Recreation Spe-
cialist. Prior to Audubon, Mohn worked at 
the Minneapolis Park and Recreation Board 
as a Childcare Specialist.

Recreation Supervisor Brittney Walsh 
has moved from Keewaydin/Morris Rec-
reation Center to another park location; 
the new Recreation Supervisor is Scott 
Erazmus. Erazmus is a Minneapolis native 
who played sports in Minneapolis parks as 
a child and has worked at multiple Minne-
apolis parks throughout his 20+ year career 
with the Minneapolis Park and Recreation 
Board. Prior to becoming the recreation 

supervisor at Keewaydin and Morris parks, 
Erazmus was most recently at Loring Park. 
Prior to that he was at Linden Hills for 
more than five years. Erazmus enjoys pro-
gramming for all ages and especially trying 
new programs. 

A public hearing on a proposal to 
name the overlook at West River Parkway 
and East 44th Street the “Horace W. S. 
Cleveland Overlook” is scheduled Wednes-
day, March 15, 2023 at 5:45 pm in the 
Board Room at Mary Merrill Minneapolis 
Park and Recreation Board (MPRB) Head-
quarters, 2117 West River Road. Cleveland 
was a landscape architect hired in April 
1883 to advise the newly created Minne-
apolis Park Board on the development of 
a park system for Minneapolis. On June 2, 
1883, Cleveland read a document to the 
Board of Commissioners that would pro-
vide the framework for today’s Minneapolis 
park and recreation system. That document 
was called “Suggestions for a System of 
Parks and Parkways for The City of Minne-
apolis.”
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www.chocolatceleste.com 
652 Transfer Road, St. Paul  | Online purchasing with local pick-up or shipping in US        

When the occasion calls for chocolate – but not just any chocolate. 

Pre-order 
online to save.
15% off 

Use coupon code: hoponline

Real Chocolate Bunnies and Eggs
Organic Chocolate Bunnies

Handmade Chocolate Ganache
Locally/Woman Owned

Hop Online

Bunnies and eggs available in our boutique.

HE IS R ISEN

TRINITY of MINNEHAHA FALLS 
5212 41 Ave. So. MPLS  
612-724-3691 trinityfalls.org

C E L E B R AT E  T H E  S AV I O R

Palm Sunday, April 2, 10:30 a.m. 

Holy Thursday, April 6, 7:00 p.m. 

Good Friday, April 7, 7:00 p.m. 

Easter Sunday, April 9, 8:30 & 10:30 a.m.

APRIL 
13 - 27 
2023

190+ INTERNATIONAL FILMS
PARTIES  |  PANELS  |  SPECIAL GUESTS

Full Lineup, Tickets & Info: 

mspfilm.org

PRIMARY VENUE

115 SE MAIN ST, MPLS

PRESENTED BY SUPPORTED BY
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JOIN OUR TEAM OF 
GARDENERS AND 

INSTALLERS FOR THE
2023 SEASON!

FOR MORE INFO, 
CALL (612) 721-1221 OR 

VISIT PHILLIPSGARDEN.COM.


