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City gathers input on Nicollet
Redevelopment at open
house, through survey

By Chloe Peter

The Nicollet Redevelopment will take
down barriers that have impacted resi-
dents and local businesses.

Lake Street and Nicollet Ave. was
once an intersection of two commercial
corridors. But after the Kmart site was
built in 1977, Nicollet Ave. has been cut
off into different side streets.

The City of Minneapolis held an
open house on Oct. 25 at Abyssinia Cul-
tural Center (322 W. Lake St.) to get pub-
lic comments. Attendees were asked:

e What are some specific housing,
small business, and public space needs in
this area?

e What else should we know about
community health and safety in the for-
mer Kmart area?

The city plans to host more design
workshops in the future.

Minneapolis owns approximately
10 acres of land between the Midtown
Greenway, Lake St., 1st Ave., and Blais-
dell Ave. This property is referred to as
the “former Kmart site.” The redevelop-
ment project will connect Nicollet Ave-
nue south of Lake Street and north of the
Midtown Greenway, reestablishing a street
grid after decades in which Nicollet Av-
enue was cut off by the store. The city of
Minneapolis bought the store in
March 2020 and was planning to
demolish it that year. However, >
after two local post offices were = 6

TASTING LOCAL BREWS

Events coordinator Alek Glauvitz (left) and tap room manager Luke Hoppe serve up samples from Lyn
Lake Brewery during the 21st Autumn Brew Review at Boom Island Park on Saturday, Oct. 15, 2022.
They were among 95 breweries from across the state at the annual event organized by the Minnesota
Craft Brewers Guild. Also present were Wooden Ship Brewing Company, Steel Toe Brewing of St. Louis
Park, Wooden Hill Brewing Company of Edina, Eastlake Craft Brewery, and Jinx Tea. Look for more
photos on the Connector website and Instagram account. (Photo by Tesha M. Christensen)

DIVIDED ON
RESTRUCTURE

City council members and
residents remain divided
on new “strong mayor”
government structure.

By Cam Gordon

The city council and mayor approved
the “executive mayor - legislative council
government structure” ordinance amend-
ments on Oct. 20, 2022.

The approval repeals and replaces sev-
eral chapters of the Minneapolis code of
ordinances, adding seven new chapters re-
lating to the city’s administration includ-
ing sections on the new offices of public
service and community safety and chang-
es to those on the city attorney, internal
auditor, and the city coordinator.

The ordinance was authored by Ward
13 Council Member Linea Palmisano,
although the city’s press release called it
“Mayor Jacob Frey’s government structure
omnibus ordinance.” Its framework close-
ly follows the recommendations of Frey's
Government Structure Workgroup that
consolidated several city departments into
two mega departments, or offices. This
reduces the number of direct reports for
the mayor to four from the 10 found in
the city’s organizational chart prior to this
term.

The four reporting to the mayor in-
cludes two new positions. The City Op-
erations Officer and Community Safety
Commissioner will now be alongside the
Mayor’s Chief of Staff and the city attor-
ney. The city attorney continues
to report to both the council and
the mayor just as she, and all the >
other major departments aside = 10

OVERWHELMED" CALL CRISIS NURSERY FOR PARENTING HELP

Mary Pat Lee stands in the closet of the Greater Minneapolis Crisis Nursery where children visiting are
able to pick their own outfits for their stay. “Every kid who comes through our doors has experienced
some kind of trauma and we take that into account with their care,” Lee said. “It's not ‘What’s wrong
with this kid? but it's ‘What happened to this kid and what do they need?” (Photo by Chloe Peter)

Greater Minneapolis Crisis
Nursery offers free, voluntary
services for parents facing
unemployment, medical

or mental health concerns,
homelessness, poverty,
domestic violence, and more.

By Chloe Peter

A woman came into the Greater Min-
neapolis Nursery (GMCN) looking for
shelter for her children. Her boyfriend
had been prostituting her and had taken
all of her money. She was terrified for her-
self and her children. The nursery housed
her children while staff supported her in
finding resources such as women's shelters
and domestic violence support centers.

GMCN Executive Director Mary Pat
Lee has worked there for more than 16
years. “My job, or at least the way I see
my job, is to make sure that everybody
else has what they need to do their job so
that we can achieve our mission, which is
to end child abuse and neglect and create
strong, healthy families,” Lee said.

In 2021, 186 children from 113 dif-
ferent families stayed at the Greater Min-
neapolis Crisis Nursery. The non-profit
organization is at 4544 4th Avenue South.

Help starts with a crisis line. Any time
of the day or night, if a parent or guard-
ian in the care of young children feels like
they need to talk to someone, the GMCN
has a qualified advocate that they can con-
nect to. Lee mentioned that sometimes
those calls are a parent calling in to say
that they have a colicky baby who hasn't
slept, and they aren’t sure what to do.
Other times, a parent doesn’t have any
place safe for the children to stay. No
matter what the situation, the
GMCN'’s mission is to provide | P
support for families. 3
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FAMILY, FRIENDS CELEBRATE GEORGE FLOYD’S BIRTHDAY

By Jill Boogren

Family, friends and community
members gathered on Oct. 14, 2022, at
The Square event center (3736 Chicago
Ave.) to celebrate the life and memory of
George “Perry” Floyd on what would have
been his 49th birthday.

Floyd’'s aunt, Angela Harrelson, de-
scribed her nephew as good in sports - he
played basketball and football - and able
to relate to the people in the neighbor-
hood.

“They used to call him Big Floyd. Not
because he's so tall, which he really was,
but because he really connected with the
community.”

Before moving to Minnesota, Floyd
lived in what Harrelson called a “rough”
neighborhood in Houston, Texas, and
went through his own personal challeng-
es. But he had been reaching out to pro-
grams to help mentor some of the Black
and Brown youth in the neighborhood -
work Harrelson believes Floyd would have
continued here.

“There truly wasn’t enough time for
him. Because if he coulda did what he was
doin’ in Texas, it would've been phenome-
nal,” she said. “He just didn’t have enough
time.”

To those who knew him, Floyd’s mag-
nanimous nature extended to everyone.

“Floyd is the type of man, he went up
to everybody. People that a lot of us just
kind of throw away and don’t even want
to look at and don’t wanna be around,”
said Floyd's significant other Courteney
Ross. “I noticed that in him, that none of
that mattered. He would go around with
everyone... and pray and love them up no
matter where they came from or how they
looked, what they had. And treat everyone
just as a human being. Period.”

It is fitting, then, that a whole com-
munity has formed in the wake of his
death. Another of Floyd’s aunts Mahalia
Jones from North Carolina, praised those
who came forward to protect and hold sa-
cred the space at 38th and Chicago.

“That was one of the most amazing,
powerful things that I ever heard. And y'all
did that. And y’all continue to do that,”
said Jones.

Floyd's cousin Paris Stevens, also from
North Carolina, acknowledged that the
people at 38th and Chicago have been in
“the thick and thin of it.”

“To go through that trauma, every sin-
gle day, and to still stand - we're all still
standing. We have to keep pushing for-
ward,” she said. “The trials and the tribu-

Toshira Garraway of Families Supporting Families Against Police Violence, shares a joyful moment with
George “Perry” Floyd’s aunt Angela Harrelson, his aunt Mahalia Jones (holding microphone), and his
cousin Paris Stevens at a celebration of Perry’s life on Oct. 14, 2022, on what would have been his 49th

birthday. (Photo by Jill Boogren)
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Guests honor George Perry Floyd at The Square at 38th and Chicago on what would have been his 49th

birthday. (Photo by Jill Boogren)

lations won't stop, but things are getting
better. Change is happening.”

For Harrelson, this change is the gift
Floyd left behind for everybody, change
she described as “powerful,” a door that
people “just ran through.”

“For the first time in history Black
and Brown people ran through this door.
Chains was broken. It's like we was run-
nin’ for freedom. But this time we ran, we
never looked back, because we saw that
dream that Martin Luther King had talked
about. We saw hope with a plan this time.
And everyone was just excited,” she said.
“So we need to keep that excitement goin’,
not just for our family, but there’s other
families that didn’t get a chance to have
the publicity that we had.”

Stevens echoed the calls to continue

the work.

“This has impacted people from all
over the world. And we just have to keep
the momentum,” she said. “It is a move-
ment, and the movement has to contin-
ue. It doesn't just stop with us, it contin-
ues through you all. We all have a voice.
We all have to lift our voices in one way,
shape or form.”

Earlier in the day, family members re-
ceived a proclamation from Minneapolis
Mayor Jacob Frey declaring Oct. 14, 2022,
as George Floyd Day. Harrelson said it was
an overwhelming day, but it was an “in-
credible birthday present” for Perry.

The evening event was organized by
Families Supporting Families Against Po-
lice Violence, who support impacted fam-
ilies while seeking justice for the many
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George Floyd’s significant other, Courteney Ross,
tells people gathered that Floyd would treat
everyone, no matter where they came from, how
they looked or what they had, as a human being.
(Photo by Jill Boogren)

lives lost at the hands of the police.

Floyd'’s birthday fell just 10 days be-
fore the scheduled start of the state trial
of the remaining two former Minneapolis
police officers involved in his murder, J.
Alexander Kueng and Tou Thao. Kueng
pleaded guilty to aiding and abetting sec-
ond-degree manslaughter. Thao waived
his right to a jury trial and asked for a
bench trial for aiding and abetting sec-
ond-degree manslaughter, which means
the court will determine the verdict. The
other two former Minneapolis police of-
ficers involved were already found guilty
and are serving prison time: Derek Chau-
vin, found guilty of second-degree unin-
tentional murder, third-degree murder and
second-degree manslaughter on April 20,
2021, was sentenced to 22.5 years; Thomas
Lane pleaded guilty to aiding and abetting
second-degree manslaughter and was sen-
tenced to three years. All four officers were
also found guilty in federal court of violat-
ing Floyd’s civil rights.

Harrelson and Stevens cochair the
George Floyd Global Memorial, formed
to preserve the offerings left for Floyd as
well as the stories of the community. Go
to www.georgefloydglobalmemorial.org.
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THE PROCESS

Services include crisis de-escalation, re-
sources and referrals, short term overnight
care for children ages birth-six, and home
visiting. If you decide to bring your child to
stay with us, please know:

* We'll listen so we understand how to best
care for your child.

« We'll help find the best way to get you and
your family to the nursery.

* All you need to bring is proof of residence in
Hennepin County and any prescription
medications your child needs. We'll take care
of the rest.

* You are welcome to call and talk with your
child during their stay at the nursery.

All services provided by the Nursery are
confidential and voluntary, meaning you
decide if we're the right fit for you. We will
not call Child Protective Services if you opt
to use the Nursery, however, please know
that Nursery staff are mandated reporters
and must call Child Protective Services if
they suspect child abuse or neglect.

VOLUNTEER

Grocery Shoppers: Help ensure that kiddos
staying at the nursery continue to receive
healthy, fresh meals. Sign up to purchase
and deliver groceries including fresh fruits
and veggies to the nursery - flexible sched-
uling and item lists available. Contact Keith
(kjohnson@crisisnursery.org) to learn more
or sign up.

Cook for Kids and Creative Snack for Kids:
Groups of up to four, fully vaccinated volun-

teers can come make a meal and a snack for
the kids at the nursery.

Please note: Due to COVID-19, the nursery contin-
ues to limit the number of people in the building.
General child care and enrichment activity
volunteer shifts have not yet resumed.

>1 CRISIS NURSERY

“In being here and being a resource
for people, we're really able to hopefully
prevent abuse, but also neglect,” Lee said.
“We're really trying to ensure that parents
have a place that they trust that they can
come to.”

GMCN cares for kids newborn to age
six. Children can stay in the nursery up to
three days at a time and up to 30 days in
a year. If a parent uses their overnight ser-
vices two or three times, the nursery will
offer a home visiting program. The home
visiting program is where a master’s level
clinician will come to the home once a
week for up to two years and discuss what
is putting the parent in crisis and how the
nursery can support the family getting to a
place where needs can be met.

“It's always about connecting people
to resources,” Lee said. “It’s especially true
when we're dealing with a situation where
the parent has experienced domestic vio-
lence.”

STRESS IMPACTS BRAIN DEVELOPMENT

Lee also pointed out that kids who
have experienced crisis and trauma have
a higher cortisol level than what is con-
sidered average for children. Because their
bodies are in “flight or fight” response, it
triggers stress and can have an impact on
their brain development.

“We're trying to ensure that kids here
really experience rest,” Lee said. “We try
and give them some techniques to help
them handle their big feelings, and we try
and give them an opportunity to have a
trusting relationship with an adult other
than their parent.”

To help children that come in practice
mindfulness and process their feelings,
the nursery has different playrooms. One
room is dedicated to sensory play with
pads on the floors to roll around, different
instruments, and toys with various tex-

tures. Another room is an art room where
kids can express themselves creatively with
paint, crayons, and etc.

GMCN provides clean clothes and
meals for children while they are there.
The dining area has signs encouraging the
kids that they do not have to be afraid to
ask for more food, and others with pic-
tures that represent different emotions.

“We want to be giving kids the benefit

G M C N
works with Dr.
Megan Gunnar
and doctoral stu-
dents who spe-
cialize in child
development at
the University of
Minnesota. They
come in to educate staff on ways to help
children through crises they are experienc-
ing, and will then visit later to see what
progress has been made and provide more
advice.

“I think, for the nursery, really trying
to build that relationship between parent
and child to break the pattern is import-
ant,” Lee said. “It's a two-generation ap-
proach, and I think through that, a lot of
our parents are doing an amazing job, but
many of them are caught in this repeating
the experience they had as a child with
their children.”

To find more information on the
Greater Minneapolis Crisis Nursery and
how to donate, visit www.crisisnursery.
org/. Call 763-591-0100 to reach the
GMCN's 24-hour crisis hotline.

of what science has learned about how we

can change our response to be most help-
ful and to mit-
igate the things
that are harming
and damaging
through stress
and crisis,” Lee

We arereally tryingto  said.

ensure that parents

have a place that they

trust to come towhen

they and their children

areinneed.

Mary Pat Lee
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PARENTING TIP: HELPING YOUR
CHILD TO OPEN UP

Parents want to know about their kids and
what they’re feeling, but it can be difficult to
get them to open up. Here are a few ways you
can make your child feel safe enough to share
their feelings, good or bad.

* Specifics: Asking “how was your day?” can
be overwhelming. Try narrowing the ques-
tions to make them more specific: “What did
you have for lunch?” “Who did you play with
atrecess?”

< Empathy vs. Solutions: Pay attention to
whether your child wants you to simply listen
or if they want help solving a problem. You
can even ask them that very question: “Do
you just want me to listen or do you want my
thoughts?”

« Open ended questions: Instead of “Did you
have fun in gym class?”, try “What happened
in gym class today?”. Saying “tell me more” is
another good way to open up
communication.

* Show: Be open yourself and share your own
feelings. Teach your children by modeling the
behavior you want to see.

i
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THE MOTLEY CONVERSATION
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WE NEED TO HAVE MORE CONVERSATIONS ABOUT EATING DISORDERS

A look into eating disorders in
Minnesota, and how I've dealt
with my own.

With all of the trend
diets that are popular in
the media right now, it
can be difficult to know
where I stand when it
comes to my own body
image. I am bombarded
by social media posts
about if I just gave up
most fats, I could live
a better life, while oth-
ers insist that I need to restrict sugars to
the point where I should even be wary of
fruits. While I know that there needs to be
a nutritional balance, it's hard to navigate
my own health in this climate.

Nine percent of Minnesotans will
have an eating disorder (ED) in their life-
time, according to Strategic Training Ini-
tiative for the Prevention of Eating Disor-
ders (STRIPED), a public health incubator
funded by Harvard Medical School. This
represents over 490,000 people. An ED
is defined as serious conditions related
to persistent eating behaviors that nega-
tively impact your health, your emotions,
and your ability to function in important
areas of life. The most common eating
disorders are anorexia nervosa, bulimia
nervosa and binge-eating disorder.

My ED started when I first entered
high school. I compared my body to
other girls in my class, and I felt pres-
sure to look like the women I saw on In-
stagram. | saw comments critiquing how
they looked and wondered what people
thought of me if they could be so critical
of women who were already being Pho-
toshopped to be perfect. It took a very
long time to have the courage to reach out
for help about my struggling relationship
with food.

ED can affect anyone starting as
young as five years old to more than 80
years old. While it impacts all races, peo-

By Chloe
Peter

ple of color with ED are half as likely to
be diagnosed or receive treatment, accord-
ing to STRIPED.

Reaching out for help was one of the
best things I ever did even though I am
still on my journey to have a healthy re-
lationship with food. I work on mindful
eating and seeing a health journey as a
way to feel better, instead of feeling guilty
over my weight. However, each ED and
the path to healing is very individualistic.

ED treatment in the Southwest area

I can be found at Melrose Center - St. Louis

Park (325 Monterey Dr.), and The Emily
Program - Anna Westin House West (3012
W 44th St. Minneapolis).

The Mayo Clinic lists some tactics to
help with prevention of ED in kids and
teens for parents:

e Avoid dieting around your child

e Talk to your child about their men-
tal health and the risks of unhealthy eat-
ing choices

e Cultivate and reinforce a healthy
body image

¢ Enlist the help of your child’s doc-
tor

[ still feel twinges of guilt when I eat,

493,942

10,200 deaths per year nationally as a
direct result of an eating disorder,
equating to 1 death every 52 minutes

Nine percent of Minnesotans
(493,942 people),

will have an eating

disorder in their lifetime

and I have definitely fallen off the track
of gaining a better relationship with food
more than a few times. I tug at my clothes
because they never seem to fit right on
my body. On the rare occurrence that I
feel good in an outfit, it is bombarded by
thoughts like: “If I just ate less, I could
fit into something better.” I would never
wish this on anyone, and yet, more than
490,000 Minnesotans will suffer in their
lifetime. In my opinion, we do not talk
about this enough.

Those with ED spend 80-90 percent
of their day thinking about food or their
bodies. Research has shown that weight
stigma is still a large problem in the
healthcare system where healthcare work-
ers may overlook a patient’s symptoms
due to being over or underweight. While
I agree that it is very important to focus
on getting to a healthy weight where the
patient feels their best, largely focusing
on that can cause missing an important
diagnosis.

And these stigmas do not stop there.
In high school, I would eat crackers for
lunch and yogurt for dinner even though
I had worked out for hours on end to

PREVALENCE & MORTALITY

have a ‘fit body, and people told me
that I needed to go eat some burgers as
if that would help anything. Now, I am
overweight, and | have been told that me
sweating is just ‘another gross symptom
of being overweight’ even though I know
it is a side effect from the medication
that’s helping with my ED.

Open discussions need to be had. In
my mind, there is no other way to help
ED. I know that we've come a long way
even since I was a teen with recognizing
different body types as good and beau-
tiful, but there’s still more steps to be
taken. If you or someone you know is
struggling with and ED, please reach out
for help. The National Eating Disorders
Association has a hotline that is avail-
able through phone, text, or online chat.
These, and their hours, can be found at
https://www.nationaleatingdisorders.org/
help-support/contact-helpline.

Chloe Peter is a writer, editor, and local
news enthusiast. She is an advocate for
creativity and learning with a sense of
wonder. Contact her at new@swConnector.com

EATING DISORDERS AFFECT EVERYONE:

R
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o All ages, starting as young as 5 years old to over 80 years old

o Allraces, however, people of color with eating disorders are half

®
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disorder

as likely to be diagnosed or to receive treatment
o All genders, with females being 2x more likely to have an eating

o All sexual orientations

LET’S TALK ABOUT BLACK LIVES MATTER YARD SIGNS

| have always been a longform
type of guy. | usually don’t
bother with Twitter and stuff
like that. | find life too complex,
communication too subtle.
Catch phrases serve political candidates or social
movements. They communicate power through
their repetition, and whether you share in that
power depends more on what you believed before
the hashtag came along.
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LETTERS

In the winter of 2019-2020, | bought a house in
southwest Minneapolis, and | did not have a
chance to meet many of my neighbors before
COVID-19 shut us all up indoors. So, in the days
and weeks after Goerge Floyd was killed, | was
a Black man living in a new neighborhood sur-
rounded by White people | couldn't talk to.

of my neighbors’ yards made me feel quite a bit
better. When | saw those signs it felt a little like
someone had set out some flowers on a table for
me and whoever else was passing by that day.

But | recognize that lawn signs don’t always look
like flowers. They can communicate your values,
and they can be an appeal for solidarity. But they
can also draw a line in the sand or even appear as
a show of force to people who've identified with
some opposing party. If my most frequent dis-
course with a person that disagrees with me is a
sign that identifies me as their opposition, where
can we go from there?

| don’t have a Black Lives Matter sign in my own
yard partly mostly | am a Black man who has
lived and worked around White people basically

Black man who grew up passing between Black
and White communities every day, | have grown
accustomed to taking care to make sure that I'm
understood.

So let me be clear: | am not saying you should
ditch your signs. But, as Election Day approaches,
| hope you will be analytical about their short-
comings, and you should strive to compensate for
them. In the eyes of my out of state friends and
family, Minnesotans have a reputation for being
awkward, cold and distant.

This disposition can leave us trapped in our
homes behind our lawn signs as the snow months
approach. Let’s get past that. Maybe put up an-
other sign that says, “l can’t capture my beliefs in
a pithy hashtag, but stop by sometime and we can
talk about it.” Or maybe let’s spend more time in
our front yards, set up some chairs in front of our

WHY DO SCHOOLS STILL
SPANK STUDENTS?

| am astounded that schools are still spanking
students in the United States, even if the use
of it is declining. If a parent hit their kids that’s
child abuse. If an adult hits an adult that’s
against federal laws. But if a teacher (parent,
adult) hits a kid in school that’s considered just
fine even maybe wanted from the community,
but what does that say about us?

As an American it doesn’t really sit well. We
have a pretty stable country, happy families,
and enough food usually. And yet we still hit
our kids even though they’re just learning?
Sixteen states have expressly allowed it, six
have no laws against it. The schools don’t even
ask for permission, some parents are enraged.
Other schools use it as a choice like in North
Carolina instead of suspension. But how does it
affect how they/we grow up? Where do we draw
the ling?

ever since college, so | feel like | am a Black Lives  signs, and invite people passing by. Joselyn Pettit
Seeing Black Lives Matter signs pop up in a few  Matter sign. But | am also a cautious person. Asa  Eddie Glenn, East Harriet neighborhood age13
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TWIN CITIES LITERARY SCENE OPENS NEW CHAPTER

Minneapolis, St. Paul continue
to be pioneers in bringing the
written word to life.

Did you know the
Twin Cities have one of
the top literary scenes in
the United States? Not
too many people associ-
ate Minneapolis and St.
Paul with the avant-gar-
de. But they are right up
there with New York,
San Francisco and other
creative and intellectual
forces invested in litera-
ture, poetry and the book arts.

Even some locals remain in the dark
about the literary prowess in our backyard.
It's time to see the light about the arts as a
vehicle for social betterment and appreciate
the vibrant community of talented writers,
diverse publishers, innovative educational
programs, events and people that advance
the written word here at home.

Start with Rain Taxi, a nonprofit lit-
erary organization based in Minneapolis.
They have been publishing a quarterly
magazine of book reviews since 1996. Led
by Rain Taxi editor and executive director
Eric Lorberer and art director Kelly Everd-
ing, this print journal is not your average
look at fiction, nonfiction, poetry and
comics. It produces 40-50 award-winning
pages of adventurous literature every four
months, and is now distributed in 150 lo-
cations nationwide.

Their latest issue - Volume 27, No. 3,
Fall 2022 (#107) - explores Icelandic sagas,
composing in public, rap as literature, the
indecent Patricia Highsmith, the undiscov-
ered Baudelaire and more. They also have a
corollary online edition with unique mate-
rials that connect readers to books of merit
that might otherwise get overlooked.

But Rain Taxi is much more than just a
magazine. Rain Taxi organizes the Rain Taxi
Reading Series and the annual Twin Cities
Book Festival, which had its 22nd run on
Oct. 15 at the Minnesota State Fairgrounds
(if you didn’t make it, check out the festi-
val in 2023). They publish original creative

Writer, professor and Rain Taxi board member Kris Bigalk, right, with author Margaret Hasse promoting
her new book “The Call of Glacier Park” at the 2022 Twin Cities Book Festival in St. Paul. (Photo by Eric

Ortiz)

works via chapbooks and broadsides, and,
as a service to the local community, main-
tain the Twin Cities Literary Calendar with
a list of literary events in our region.

In all its programs, Rain Taxi is com-
mitted to artistic diversity, cultural rele-
vance and widespread access. They exist
for readers, writers, publishers, booksellers,
educators and kindred spirits of all shapes
and sizes. The common bond is a desire to
keep books flourishing in a digital world
and distracted society. As poet Ron Silliman
wrote, Rain Taxi understands small press
titles are the “core and soul of American
publishing.”

“Of course, there’s the aesthetic issue —
the pleasure of holding actual paper - but
there’s also the social issue,” Lorberer ex-
plained in “There’s This Book You've Never
Heard Of,” a City Pages story published on

Oct. 24, 2001.
“We want to
reach readers
from different
segments of
society, who
might not
have access to
the internet.”

Thanks
to the inter-
net and the
Wayback Ma-
chine, we can still read the story by City
Pages, the Minneapolis-St. Paul alternative
newspaper that launched in 1979 but was
a casualty of the pandemic in 2020 after 41
years of operations.

The closing of City Pages is a remind-
er of the tenuous grip print publications

Eric Lorberer
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can have in our age of technology. It's also
a reminder there is a place for both digi-
tal and print. It doesn’t have to be either/
or. After surviving COVID and the digital
revolution, Rain Taxi is proof that printed
words still matter, and there continues to
be a market to read them. This year’s Twin
Cities Book Festival brought together thou-
sands of book lovers to support and cele-
brate the literary arts.

The opening reception for the book
festival was held at Open Book, a Minne-
apolis literary arts center that opened in
2000 and is the biggest writers’ building in
the country. Open Book was co-created by
Milkweed (an independent publisher), The
Loft (a haven for readers and writers since
1974), and Minnesota Center for Book
Arts (a visual arts center that celebrates the
art of the book). All three of Open Book's
founding partner organizations make the
place home and a self-described “space for
everyone.”

That inclusivity is the spirit of Minne-
sota’s literary community, which also in-
cludes the Minnesota Prison Writing Work-
shop, a program founded in 2011 by Loft
mentor Jennifer Bowen Hicks that now has
over 25 instructors who have taught more
than 200 creative writing classes to over
3,000 men and women in every adult state
prison in Minnesota. Everyone is welcome
to experience the joyful universe of words.
Nobody is excluded.

I joined the Rain Taxi board in Sep-
tember thanks to an invitation from fel-
low Rain Taxi board member Kris Bigalk,
who founded and directs a groundbreak-
ing creative writing program at Norman-
dale Community College in Bloomington,
Minn., the first of its kind in the country.

One of her former students, also a
former student in the Minnesota Prison
Writing Workshop program, now works at
Open Book and helped us with the book
festival’s opening reception. He also is a
talented writer.

One more reminder that words con-
nect us all.

Eric Ortiz lives in the Wedge with his
family. When he’s not community build-
ing, he’s the director of media for Big
Edition and writes bilingual children’s books with
his kids. Their first book, “How the Zookalex Saved
the Village,” is available in English and Spanish.
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burned following the murder of George
Floyd, the building was used as a tempo-
rary post office. The Lake Street Post Office
station at E. 31st St. and 1st Ave. S. has
recently reopened. The post office at 3033
27th Ave. S. is under construction and will
be completed before the lease for Kmart
ends in September 2023.

The city, according to its project ex-
pectations, “is ready to reconnect this
commercial and cultural crossroads.”

The city will reconstructing the street
between 29th and Lake Street, aiming to
“approach street design in a way that pri-
oritizes people as they walk, take transit,
and bicycle over those driving.” The street
and streetscape design is yet to be devel-
oped.

At the open house, city of Minneap-
olis employees stood by posters that en-
couraged attendees to write out their com-
ments and concerns on post-it notes so
others could jump off ideas in discussion.
Rebecca Parrell, a project supervisor with
the Minneapolis Community Planning
and Economic Development department,
was also there helping to answer any
questions that attendees had. The booth
she stood at asked community members
where they travel most on any given day
in order to help address gaps of business,
service, and other amenities in the sur-
rounding area.

“We're happy that more than 100
people attended the open house and got
the opportunity to share feedback with
staff about the New Nicollet project,” said
Parrell. “With engagement underway now,
we hope more people take advantage of
this once-in-a-generation opportunity to
help shape the vision for this site.”

There is still much discussion about
what is to happen with green spaces,
housing, development, retail, displace-
ment, building design, and parking and

parking and vehicular ac-
cess. Some of the topics
still undecided are storm-
water management, size
and placement of busi-
ness locations, phasing
plan for development,
and understanding what
businesses operate in the
area and what they need
to continue to succeed.

Sundance Family
Foundation Executive
Director Peg Thomas ex-
pressed concerns about
housing for the homeless
and mental health sup-
port. Sundance aims to
accelerate youth develop-
ment and strengthen fam-
ily stability.

“How can we have
public spaces like parks
when we force the home-
less to be out all day in-
stead of helping them find
resources?” Thomas said.

She also mentioned
her frustrations with the
Kmart going up in the first
place. Thomas believes
that such a prominent
road should not have ever
been blocked. She pointed out that it cut
off a part of the community that could
have been more connected had the site
not been turned into a Kmart.

“I think it was corruption that cut
up the road and the city like they did,”
Thomas said.

If residents would like to give further
feedback on the Nicollet Redevelopment,
the city has opened a survey through Nov.
30. The survey asks residents about how
they currently get to the area, for what
reasons, and what their future goals are
for the area. The Supervalu at the site has
been demolished.
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Peg Thomas fills out where she travels
throughout Minneapolis on a typical Tuesday.
Residents filled out these forms at the open
house to discuss the former Kmart site on Oct. 25
in order to help city planners see what would be
helpful to add in the area. (Photo by Chloe Peter)
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Residents were asked what type of establishment they would like to see
in place of the former Kmart site at Nicollet Ave. and Lake St. Ideas
included affordable housing, healthcare resources, and groceries.

AT LEFT: Minneapolis Community Planning and Economic
Development Project Coordinator Suado Abdi chats with open house
attendees and listens to suggestions. (Photos by Chloe Peter)
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Old homes! old hearts! Upon my soul forever
Theirpeace and gladness lie like tears and laughter;
Like love they touch me, through the years that sever,
With simple faith; like friendship, draw me after
The dreamy patience that is theirs forever.

Madison Julius Cawein

Selling real estate is not just a
job or transaction for me—it's
about finding the next steward of
your home. Itd be an honor to help
you with your next move.

MIKE SMITH | BROKER
Old Home Aficionado

651.324.6211
mikesmithrealty@gmail.com
andersonrealtymn.com
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Website serves as online hub for racial equity and information

REACH TWIN CITIES CONNECTS

By Jan Willms

Following a tragedy like the murder of
George Floyd, it can be difficult for a com-
munity to see any glimmers of hope. But
after his killing and the social unrest that
followed, neighborhoods began to rebuild
and seek ways to prevent such incidences
from happening again.

And one way to do that is to connect
with the community and provide up-to-
date information about what is happening
and how community members can partic-
ipate.

Enter Racial Equity and Community
Health (REACH) Twin Cities. “In 2020
the Lake Street Leadership Recovery Coali-
tion came together directly in response to
what was going on in our city after George
Floyd’s murder and the civil uprising,”
said Christina Beck, communications and
development director for REACH.

“Community centers, businesses and
residents met, and out of that coalition
REACH was developed,” she said. The
mission of REACH is to serve as a central
information hub for updates, resources
and opportunities around community re-
covery, renewal and wellness.

“The Powderhorn Park Neighbor-
hood Association (PPNA) was awarded
a $100,000 unsolicited grant from the
McKnight Foundation, which was giving
away 10 of these grants,” Beck continued.
These grants were given in direct response
to the projects that were working toward
healing and recovery after the murder of
George Floyd.

PPNA took on the administration of
REACH, and Beck began her duties in Sep-
tember of 2021.

“REACH is the online hub of resourc-

es and information,” Beck said. “In the
beginning, there were a couple of people
contracted to seek events and news that
highlighted our promoted projects, ser-
vices, programs and initiatives that seek
to improve the elements of health and
wealth and reduce the disparity within
and around the communities most affect-
ed, with large populations of BIPOC.

“Those news and events were then
loaded into the website created from the
McKnight funds. We have begun to make
the necessary revisions and updates, see
what is working and working out the cogs
in the system. We are going to be guid-
ing light traffic and promoting to other
organizations, like other neighborhood
associations. Now we have an employee
more dedicated to this work. We have no
contractors, but partners with the commu-
nity,” Beck remarked.

She said REACH Twin Cities wants to
use its website for things that build aware-
ness, fuel action, attract resources and pro-
mote health and awareness, particularly to
communities most impacted by the upris-
ings.

“When somebody is looking for what
they can do, they can come to the REACH
website to inform themselves by finding
resources for further education, articles
pointing to policies that need their voices
and an ever-changing calendar of events,”
Beck advised.

There are several examples of what the
REACH website broadcasts. One item is a
call to assist Miss Linda, a resident who was
being evicted from her home. “Someone
at PPNA is dedicated to advocacy work, so
while REACH may not be able to help a
person directly, we are able to broadcast
through our social media channel and on
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Christina Beck of REACH listens in to four homeless activists via a Zoom meeting describe police
activities at the scene of a homeless encampment. (Photo by Terry Faust)

our personal time. This is a developing
story that has affected many in the neigh-
borhood, and people are excited to help
Miss Linda stay in her home,” Beck said.

Freedom Street Health, groups of
local citizens who are doing work in real
grassroots form, forming a radical model
directly from people to people, has its in-
formation listed on the REACH calendar
of events.

Beck noted that a group of commu-
nity members talking about the history
of inequity in their neighborhoods has
had their sessions listed on the website. A
clean-up of the Corcoran neighborhood
was promoted.

“We look for something that prior-
itizes positive connections,” Beck said.
“There have been a lot of words in the last
few years; we want to see intentions trans-

ferred into positive action.”

Beck said REACH Twin Cities has
been working mostly remotely. She is cur-
rently the only employee, but the commu-
nications manager from PPNA does a lot
of work on the backside with the website.
“That person definitely has a role in the
website, marketing and outreach,” Beck
commented. “There is nobody at PPNA
who does not touch REACH.”

Beck said she has primarily an edi-
torial and procurement role at this time.
“PPNA will be a part of it as the website
becomes more dynamic and accessible.”

The community is invited to make
the website a useful resource, submit-
ting thoughts and ideas as well as current
events to the calendar and seeking infor-
mation on neighborhood activities.

The website is reachtwincities.org.

St. PaAuL ACADEMY
AND SuMmMmIT SCHOOL

Join Us!

NOVEMBER 2022 ADMISSION EVENTS

and parents.

or by giving us a call at 651-696-1332.

LOWER SCHOOL (K-5) OPEN HOUSE
Sunday, November 13, 2022, 1:00-3:00 p.m.
1150 Goodrich Avenue, St. Paul
MIDDLE/UPPER SCHOOL (6-12) OPEN HOUSE
Sunday, November 13, 2022, 3:00-5:00 p.m.
1712 Randolph Avenue, St. Paul

Our November Admission Open Houses are designed to give the entire family a
chance to get to know our community in a welcoming and flexible way. Join us to
take a tour of campus, meet faculty and staff, and connect with current students

RSVPs are not required, but we encourage families to let us know if you plan to join
us by registering on our Admission Events page at www.spa.edu/AdmissionEvents

We can’t wait to meet you!

Visit spa.edu/admissionevents for information about our January Open Houses.

RSVP at www.spa.edu/AdmissionEvents
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all at the Kingfield
FFarmers Market and

the apple guy is out.
I've never seen someone
so excited to sell apples
and tell you everything
you'd ever want to know
about apples. (Illustration

by WACSO)

THE ART OF...

Minneapolis-based
artist Mary Bacon high-
lights local landscape
in her work, and has
closely studied local
flowers, trees, and
parks. She is show-
ing currently at Artac-
ile Art Gallery in the
Northrup King Build-
ing, in space #159.

Her artist statement: “In my paintings,
I am idealizing the universal flower or leaf,
seeing the leaf or flower as an icon, an ob-
ject of contemplation and meditation.

“Some of the flower paintings are de-
signed using a circular mandala or lab-
yrinth pattern, representing calm and
wholeness for the psyche.

“The linear sections within some of
these paintings are like the lines of a mu-
sical composition, or lines of poetry. I
am telling my story line by line, a story of
the beauty I saw in a particular place and
time.”

By Suzie
Marty

WHERE ARE YOU FROM?

I have always lived in Minnesota, but
these days I spend a lot of time in Califor-
nia. My heart lives with the ancient Red-
wood forests.

WHAT IS YOUR CAREER AND ART BACKGROUND?

I am a self-taught artist, and that
took a lot of teaching, since I chose oil
painting! There is a lot of technical knowl-
edge needed to create a successful paint-
ing: what can you paint on, how do you
prepare the surface before the paint goes
on, how to mix colors together to get the
shades you want, what brushes to use and
what brushstrokes to use to get the effect
you want. It can be a life long study - I've
only just touched the surface of the sub-
ject. I've been painting now for about 15
years.

HOW DOES WHERE YOU ARE FROM INFLUENCE
YOURWORK?

I was very lucky to grow up in a rural
area, with woods, creeks, wetlands, choke-
cherries and wild strawberries. Lucky, be-
cause I have always felt more at home in
nature. People can be very bewildering to
a sensitive empathic person such as my-
self, and nature is a peaceful place. And
painting nature is a meditative refuge. So,
the fact that our society makes people
into commercial units - required to go
out on your own to earn a living - forc-
es a person to fit into a mold that does
not necessarily suit them. We forget our
dreams sometimes and don’t wake back
up to the life our heart really desires, until
some decades go by. That's how it was for
me. [ was in my 40s, working for a fur-
niture company as an interior designer,
working regular hours, and one day I just
knew I had to become a painter. I asked

. I

my boss if [ could go part-time, so I could
have time to learn to paint. She said no,
so it dawned on me that I could open my
own design firm, be independent, arrange
my schedule my own way so that I would
have time and energy left for learning art. I
had an epic dream right after I quit: I was
given the “Book of Art” from what some
people call the “Akashic Hall of Records.”
And I never looked back!

WAS THERE A DEFINING MOMENT WHEN IN YOUR
LIFE WHEN YOU KNEW YOU WANTED TO BE AN
ARTIST?

The influence I'd like my art to have
on people is for them to receive a calm
and meditative feeling by looking at the
art, or in being inspired into realizing that
they express themselves through art, too.
The creative ability is not reserved for only
certain people. It just takes desire, and
time.

EXPLAIN YOUR TECHNIQUE/CREATIVE PROCESS.
WHAT MOTIVATES YOU TO CREATE ?

My creative process is to mostly look
and look and look at nature, flowers, trees,
colors. Capturing how a flower looks to
me and what it means to me is a medita-

(A0 "

tive process, sitting and the easel, drawing,
mixing colors. Mostly I am listening to
music like Estas Tonne, Piea, Anilah, or
talks by Matt Kahn, Lee Harris, Eckhart
Tolle while I work on a painting, and let
the painting become a visible meditation.

WHAT ARE YOUR THOUGHTS ON ART COLLECTING
AND HOW DO YOU CULTIVATE A COLLECTOR BASE?

The first thing about art collecting is
that a new art collector, one who has never
owned an original piece of art, is always
amazed and surprised by how much life
original art has, and how much it adds
to their home. I know this through my
experience with interior design, and with
my own art collectors. Bringing art into
someone’s home can be a big revelation to
them. It's important for me to keep show-
ing my work in various places, to share my
experience with art. I like being a part of
the NE Minneapolis art scene.

YOU DO A LOT OF SERIES. EXPLAIN THE IDEA
BEHIND THAT...

My multiple series have been a re-
sult of really wanting to experiment. I like
bold but nuanced colors, and I spend al-
most as much time mixing shades as I do

painting. With the textured pieces I rely
on the way the light catches the surface
to add even more shades. And with the
abstracts I can put the colors on in quick
brushstrokes, and see how the colors react
and play off each other. These things are
much more controlled when I paint my
large florals, so the new experiments can
be exciting to me!

DO YOU EVER HAVE CREATIVE BLOCKS? HOW DO
YOU OVERCOME THEM ?

Blocks can come and go. They are
usually solved by just sitting down and
making myself open a few tubes of paint
and start mixing something. I have so
many concepts waiting in the wings for
future paintings, so many that I will never
be able to paint them all in my lifetime, so
I have no problem there.

WHO ARE SOME ARTISTS YOU ADMIRE, FOLLOW,
OR HAVE BEEN INSPIRATION ?

Anyone can probably see my admira-
tion and awe of Georgia O'Keeffe. When
I was learning to paint, [ spent time prac-
ticing copying her works (an honorable
art student tradition). Cezanne and his
lemons; Van Gogh and his olive trees; and
writings on the Art Spirit by Robert Henri,
Kandinsky, and C.G. Jung - especially
Jung's work on the meaning of the circular
mandala to human nature.

HOW MANY HOURS GO INTO AN AVERAGE PIECE?

The paintings that take me the longest
are the large florals. Between sketching,
underpainting, mixing colors, and paint-
ing the layers, a 30” x 30” painting can
take 40 hours.

WHERE DO YOU SEE YOUR ART 10 YEARS FROM
NOw?

I can see myself making larger and
ever larger modern botanicals. More ocean
themes. Some whales may be swimming
my way!

Learn more at marybaconart.com.

Suzie Marty is an artist and curator at

Everett & Charlie art gallery in Linden

Hills. She is also an avid supporter of
buying local, and a marketing specialist for the
Southwest Connector. Contact her at
ads@swconnector.com.
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MORE PREDICTIONS FOR THE LOCAL REAL ESTATE MARKET
TEAMING UP FOR GOOD

The most frequent-
ly asked question I
get about real estate is
some version of this:
“Are we in a real estate
bubble? When are pric-
es going to start drop-
ping in our neighbor-
hood?”

My short answer —
no, and never.

I'm not being facetious here. Prices
may drop seasonally, for a month or two,

and there may come a time, in five or 10

or 15 years when. SOUthW?“ Minneap- Rates hardly seemed to affect sales

olis prices have risen so high that they . L . this year. Closed sales virtually mirrored
new listings, meaning that the reason

may need to drop a bit... But we are not ~ S
overpriced yet. The prices in 2024 will be B — there were fewer transactions this year
had more to do with supply than de-

higher than 2022. Bet on it.
Last spring, I made a few predictions, mand. Meanwhile, as I mentioned, prices

and while it may be too soon were still up.

to confirm anything, so far [Tomsere So, if you're worried

about your home value plum-

those predictions have borne | ««
meting someday - don’t be.
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you'll move it faster, and consequently,
you'll likely sell it for more money.

Pending Sales .
== Larry's Neighborhood Update REGARDING INTEREST RATES:

140 We've heard the news: Rates are up,
a lot, in the last year. In October of 2021
you could get a 30-year mortgage for 3%.
Rates have more than doubled since then.

So, why are we not in a panic? Why
is it still a good time to buy in the Twin
Cities?

One reason is that, historically speak-
ing, rates of 7% are still well below the
last 50 years average.

My own context is this: when I started
selling real estate 23 years ago in 1999,
my seasoned mentors and colleagues were
thrilled that the rates were all the way
down to 7%.

100

By Larry
LaVercombe
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30 YEAR FIXED MORTGAGE RATE

18.00%

= Lairy's Meighberhood Lipdate

out. Here’s what I said in

Marcglz diction # 1 - s it Not if you live around here.
rediction - Sin- =t And if you're planning on
gle family home prices will | «= 14.00% waiting to purchase here until

continue to rise. The value
of land, and single fami- | ==
ly homes, is still increasing, 10.00%
and despite 10 years of sig-
nificant appreciation, prices
have not even come close to | == 6.00%
peaking in Minneapolis.

And here’s the latest | ==
graph: NOTE: median pric-

prices go down... Chances are
they will never be lower than
they are now. I know it’s bold
ki for me to say so - but I really
think it’s true. I'm bullish on
Minneapolis. We have not hit
4.00% our values-peak.

12.00%
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es are up 2% in the last 5
months.

Prediction #2 - Multiple offers will
be the norm in southwest from now until
June. For the last five years, late winter
and spring have been highly competitive,
and by June, things were slowing down.
Note to sellers: It’s far better to enter the

market in April/May than in July/August.
Here is a graph that may be helpful
to any of you who are planning your real
estate investment future.
It's clear. August is a very difficult
month to sell a house, relative to June. In
every year except one, September was bet-

ter. (Note that only in 2019 was there not
a slight sales uptick in September.)
Sometimes it's hard to plan your real
estate sales and purchases. Life events
often take precedence over timing. But
if you can get your house on the market
in June, rather than August, chances are

e Larry LaVercombe is a writer, film-
maker, and activist, born in Detroit and
arrived in Minneapolis in1975. Helivedina
treehouse in San Diego before getting an MFA from
the USC Film School. He writes most days, and as
Team Larry he has been selling residential real estate
in Minneapolis for 26 years.

CITY BRIEFS

EARLY VOTE CENTER EXTENDS HOURS.

The Early Vote Center is now open 7
a.m. to 6 p.m. weekdays, 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Saturdays and noon to 5 p.m. Sundays.
The center’s last day of service is Monday,
Nov. 7, which is the day before Election
Day, and hours Nov. 7 are 7 a.m. to 5 p.m.
At this point, the city recommends return-
ing mail ballots in person to avoid a late
delivery. Ballots can be dropped off during
regular business hours at Minneapolis
Election & Voter Services, 980 E. Hennepin
Ave., or at the Hennepin County Govern-
ment Center, 300 Sixth St. S. Three more
drop-off sites will be open Nov. 1-7. On
Election Day, Nov. 8, completed mail bal-
lots will only be accepted until 3 p.m.

PARK BOARD BUDGET

Minneapolis Park and Recreation
Board (MPRB) Superintendent Al Bangou-
ra presented his recommended 2023 bud-
get to the Park Board on Oct. 12. The Park
Board had requested a tax levy increase
of 6.16%, but the Board of Estimate and
Taxation only approved a 5.4% increase,
setting the maximum at $78,456,285. The
increase will be used primarily to sup-
port the board’s commitment to increase
youth investment and to offset the State of
Minnesota Local Government Aid (LGA)
funding decrease. You can find the pro-
posed budget and more information at
www.minneapolisparks.org/budget. Public
comment opportunities are scheduled for
Nov. 2, 15, 30 and Dec. 6.

CITY BUDGET HEARINGS

The city council is holding public
hearings at city hall, 350 S. Fifth St., room
317, on Mayor Frey's recommended bud-
get on Nov. 10, at 10 a.m. and, Now. 15, at
6:05 p.m.

1ST AVE RECONSTRUCTION

This month the council will approve
the design for the full reconstruction
of 1.5 miles of 1st Avenue South from
Lake Street to Grant Street, including the
bridge over the Midtown Greenway. It is
proposed to include a two-way protect-
ed bikeway, improve pedestrian facilities,
and stormwater management improve-
ments. The block from 31st Street to Lake
Street will incorporate striping and other
elements to provide a better transition for
bicyclists traveling northbound. The rec-
ommended project layout primarily has
one northbound travel lane (except be-
tween Lake Street to 28th Street and 1-94
to Grant Street), reduces some on-street
parking, expands the boulevard to accom-
modate trees and green stormwater infra-
structure, improves the existing two-way
bikeway on the west side of the street, and
expands sidewalk space. Public Works will
evaluate use of raised crossings on side
streets at three intersections (28th Street,
26th Street, and 16th Street) during final
design.

FRANKLIN REOPENED

Construction has been finished on
the city-owned section of Franklin Avenue
between Lyndale and Hennepin that has
been re-opened. It includes a separated
bike path, boulevard plantings, upgraded
hydrants, and more accessible curb fea-
tures. Hennepin county is responsible for
Franklin from Lyndale to Chicago, which
is scheduled to be reconstructed in 2025
or 20.

c Briefs compiled by Cam Gordon.

One Good Reason Why
GenXers Read Newspapers..

Platform

Social media, websites, apps and e-newsletters. Not to mention the
printed page. GenXers use both print and digital newspaper platforms to
access the local news, information and advertising that impact their lives.

digital channels.

consumers.

Project

That's why today’s newspapers employ a multi-platform strategy when creating
new products for these engaged consumers. Makes sense for a group where
more than eight out of ten access the newspaper content they depend on through

V)
In fact, GenXers make up 50 /0 of all local newspaper readers. It's why
newspaper advertising is your best bet to reach this active group of desirable

Source: Aggregate of market studies conducted by Coda Ventures for state newspaper associations
in lowa, Kansas, Louisiana, New Mexico, North Carolina, North Dakota and Tennessee.

To learn more, contact your local %Em
newspaper sales representative, —

or visit RelevanceProject.net

n
NEWSPAPER POWER.

Print, Digital & Social Solutions for our advertisers
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IN OUR NEIGHBORHOOD

Thirty volunteers showed up on Saturday,
Oct. 15 for the Wedge neighborhood fall
cleanup. In just two hours, volunteers
covered all streets of the Wedge. In all,
22 pounds of recycling was collected and
160 pounds of garbage. The clean-up was
organized by LHENA’s Environmental
Committee.

LHENA is an ecosystem, with various
roles and entities and activities each
playing a unique part in an overall proj-
ect of advancing a common purpose as
neighbors, and promoting community
spirit and action. Committees play a vital
role in the mix. They are how neighbors
connect, discuss, debate and make de-
cisions around broadly defined areas of
community interest. This is done through
a structure and culture that promotes
speaking up, hearing others out, thinking
critically, offering encouragement, and
taking action.

»1 RESTRUCTURE

from the police, did before the charter
amendment.

The two new consolidated divisions
are the Office of Public Service, which in-
cludes all the operational departments
under the leadership of a Chief Opera-
tions Officer; and the Office of Communi-
ty Safety, which includes the departments
of Police, Fire, 911, Emergency Manage-
ment and a new Neighborhood Safety De-
partment.

The only city departments that will
now report directly to the city coun-
cil (down from 12 last term) are the city
clerk, auditor, and the city attorney.

Support for the ordinance was not
unanimous at the public hearing or at the
council vote where it passed on a nine to
four vote.

“This is a historic moment for our
city,” said Frey. “Minneapolis voters chose
this form of government for our city, and
it was up to us to create a responsive struc-
ture that is effective, efficient, and equi-
table in delivering city services to all resi-
dents.”

“After 10 months of working togeth-
er as a council and with the mayor, we
have carried out the will of the residents of
Minneapolis,” said Council President An-
drea Jenkins. “We are setting forth a new
direction in the city of Minneapolis - it’s
a new day and [ am proud to be a part of
it.”

“Our actions today install a new level
of clarity and accountability within our
local government - the kind that residents
deserve and should expect out of city
hall,” said Palmisano.

AMENDMENTS FAILED, PASSED

Prior to final passage and the public
hearing, some amendments were pro-
posed at a committee meeting on the
18th.

An amendment that would have re-
moved the requirement for the mayor
to submit a comprehensive policy to the
council failed. Amendments that would
have elevated the race, equity, inclusion,
and belonging department to same level
as the offices of safety and public service,
as well as one that would allow the coun-
cil an ability to vote on all department
heads, failed.

An amendment to establish a perfor-
mance management and innovation de-
partment authored was approved with a
vote of seven to six.

PUBLIC DIVIDED

At the public hearing, eight people
spoke. The proposal won the support of
Colleen Moriarty, from League of Women
Voters; Barry Clegg, the Charter Commis-

sion Chair; Kathleen O’Brien, past coun-
cil member and co-chair of the Mayor’s
Government Structure Workgroup; Lee
Munnich; Steve Cramer; President of the
Mpls. Downtown Council; and Clarence
Shallbetter.

“This ordinance is consistent with the
charter changes approved by voters in a
manner that respects the intent of both
the charter commission and the voters,”
said Clegg.

Kristen Ingle, from the Southwest Al-
liance for Equity, and Rachael “Ray” Klahr,
spoke in opposition.

Ingle, a Fulton resident, called the
proposal “a power grab by affluent White
elites dressed up in the language of good
government.”

“The current restructure will not allow
our government to function more equita-
bly and will make the city enterprise much
less accountable and responsive to the
community,” said Ingle.

ORGANIZED BETTER ORTOO MUCH POWER TO
MAYOR?

The city council was also divided.

Ward 7 Council Member Lisa Good-
man joined her southwest colleagues,
Ward 11's Emily Koski and Palmisano, in
supporting the change. “I am very proud
of all the people that were involved in
constructing this ordinance that will or-
ganize our city enterprise much like other
cities across the nation,” said Goodman in
an email sent after the meeting.

Four council members (Eliot Payne,
Robin Wonsley, Jason Chavez and Aisha
Chughtai) voted against the amendment.

“I voted no on this because we did
not need an ordinance for the new gov-
ernment structure to be implemented. The
mayor has authority to do much of this
via executive order, as he did with estab-
lishing the duties and responsibilities of
the Community Safety Commissioner,”
said Ward 10’s Chughtai, who represents
much of southwest. “The ordinance in its
current iteration gives too much legislative
power to the mayor.”

“While I've appreciated the time spent
forming the mayor’s roles and responsi-
bilities, we haven’t spent enough time so-
lidifying the legislative side. That leaves
my colleagues and I - and the residents
we represent — without the certainty we
need,” she added.

Ward 1 Council Member Payne
agreed. “The city council has expanded the
executive authority of the mayor yet has
taken no action to expand its own capacity
to conduct meaningful oversight,” he said.
“I fear the passage of this new ordinance
blurs the lines of accountability, creates
unnecessary confusion, and minimizes the
voice of our constituents.”

At that meeting, even before it was
signed by the mayor and officially enact-

ed, council members started questioning
their own authority to pass a staff directive
regarding the forced closures of homeless
encampments.

“I remain concerned about the weap-
onization of ‘council authority’ in today’s
discussion,” Chughtai wrote in an email
after the meeting. “Government structure
is not a ploy the mayor’s office and the
Frey administration get to play every time
the council is considering an action they
do not like. Disagreement is necessary for
a healthy democracy and ensuring all our
constituents have a voice in shaping policy
is critical.

“Under this new government struc-
ture, the city council is the legislative body
that has authority to enact local laws to
govern the community and public policies
to direct the delivery of city services and
programs. All the items we discussed re-
garding encampment response were pieces
of public policy to direct the delivery of
city services and programs. In the coming
months and years, we will continue learn-
ing what falls under the mayor’s authority
versus the council’s. It is critical for the
council to use its full authority to repre-
sent the residents who elected us to serve
them.”

CHECKS AND BALANCES TO POWER?

Southwest residents Heather Silsbee
and Josh Martin have been tracking the
restructuring proposal since the beginning
of the term.

In response to the ordinance pass-
ing as it did, Silsbee, a West Maka Ska
resident, wrote, “As weak as they are, the
council still approves the budget, they still
can propose and pass ordinances (e.g.,
rent control), they still have to confirm
Frey’s top staff, and they still have the
power to approve or reject contracts and
development projects.

“Yes, this restructure is very bad and
has made Minneapolis even less equitable,
but it doesn’t change the fact that the city
council will always be more representative
of the people than the mayor. And they
will continue to be more powerful than us
as average residents.”

Josh Martin, a Kingfield resident,
wanted a different outcome, but is not
giving up. “So long as the new system is
in place, it is instead crucial for support-
ers of a strong council to continue to sup-
port adequate funding and staffing for the
council and its legislative functions, and
appropriate checks and balances to main-
tain the council’s authority,” he wrote re-
cently.

The impact of the ordinance change
is certain to be debated and discussed in
the weeks ahead, including as part next
year’s budget that is set to be approved in
December.

WWW.SWCONNECTOR.COM

NEIGHBORHOOD BRIEFS

COMMUNITY FIXIT EVENTS

This once-a-month program gives
people the opportunity to learn how to
fix small household items, tools, and tex-
tiles. No reservations are required and it is
open to the public on the third Sunday of
the month from 3 to 6 p.m. at 1620 Cen-
tral Ave. NE Suite 120.

LYNNHURST BUCKTHORN BUST NOV. 5

Buckthorn crowd out native plants
and displace the native shrubs and small
trees in woodsy areas. If interested, meet
at Aldrich Ave. and Minnehaha Pkwy. on
the north side of Minnehaha Creek on
Nov. 5. Lynnhurst neighborhood requests
that people bring their own gloves and
tools, such as pruners, loppers, and shov-
els. They will have some weed wrenches
available for sharing.

NICOLLET AVE. ZERO VISION MEETING

The Nicollet Avenue Vision Zero
Community Meeting will be at The Low-
brow (4244 Nicollet) on Monday, Nov. 7,
3-4 p.m.

LINDEN HILLS CRAFTERS NOV. 10

Attend an evening of sociable crafting
every second and fourth Thursday of the
month at Heartfelt (4306 Upton Ave. S)
from 6-8 p.m. Bring your own project or
be inspired by the supplies available at
Heartfelt. All crafts are welcome.

LHENA FOOD SHARE NOV. 12

The food share offers free groceries
twice a month to anyone in the Wedge
who needs it. This means one bag of fresh
fruit/vegetables and one bag of pantry
items. Food Shares are on the first and
third Friday-Saturday of the month at
2836 Lyndale Ave. S #132.

NEIGHBORHOOD ROOTS WINTER MARKET NOV. 12

Enjoy music and fresh, ready-to-eat
food and beverages, and stock up on pro-
duce, sweet treats, crafts, and gifts from
local farmers, bakers, and artisans. The
market will feature vendors from the
Kingfield, Fulton, and Nokomis Farmers
Market. All markets will be held on Satur-
days from 10 a.m. - 2 p.m. at 6010 Lyndale
Ave. S.

SSCO LISTENING SESSION NOV. 14

SSCO will be hosting a weekly listen-
ing session from 6 to 7 p.m. on Nov. 14 to
hear from neighbors about the direction
they want to see the organization take.
Join via Zoom link found on the website.

MAPPING PREJUDICE TALK NOV. 14

LHiNC’s Zoning and Housing Com-
mittee is proud to host a talk by Dr.
Kirsten Delegard, co-founder and project
director of the Mapping Prejudice Project,
on Monday, Nov. 14 at 7 p.m. Dr. Dele-
gard will discuss her research on the histo-
1y of racial covenants in Minneapolis, and
particularly in Linden Hills, to explore the
complex history of discriminatory hous-
ing policies and their contemporary lega-
cies.This meeting will be held virtually.

TROLLEY PATH CONDOS

On Sept. 29, LHiNC hosted a meet-
ing with Sustainable 9 Design + Build
and interested neighborhood residents to
discuss a proposed four-condo project at
4352 Zenith Avenue South. The developer
presented the project, heard concerns, an-
swered questions and presented revisions.
Watch the full meeting on the LHiNC
YouTube channel. The rezoning and vari-
ance requests for this project will be taken
up by the City Planning Commission on
Nov. 1. Public comment before that date
can be shared with City Planner Hilary
Dvorak, 612-673-2639 hilary.dvorak@
minneapolismn.gov or at the Planning
Commission meeting on Nov. 1, 4:30
p.m. in City Hall, Room 317.
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AFFECTED BY THE

GREAT RESIGNATION?

Advertise here for great talent who want to live and work in the neighborhood.

Ads@swconnector.com | 612-345-9998

CRISIS HOTLINE

Call the Minnesota Day One Crisis Hotline at
1-866-223-1111 if you or someone you know
is seeking shelter due to a dangerous relation-
ship or needs to create a safety plan.

PAINTING
Painting, wallpaper patch. Interior, exterior.
Small jobs wanted. Jim. 612-202-5514.

(0)@BEARDEDGENTLEMENSOAPCO
BEARDEDGENTLEMENSOAPCO.COM

Coming in
December.
Contact us

ads@swConnector.co
612-255-1180
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@ 10y | [TREE TRIMMING,
THROUGH GALLERY 360. RE MOVAL & STU M P
GRINDING
Matthew Molinaro

FREE ESTIMATES
612.239.2508

MolinaroTree.com
w lic&lInsured | certified arborist MN-4551A

3011 W 50th St. | 612-925-2400 | gallery360mpls.com

« Wallpaper Stripping / Wall Repair / Skim Coating
el Bt “  WWW.PAINTINGBYJERRYWIND.COM

-3

GUTTER CLEANING
612.802.7670

John’s 612 Handyman Service

We clear all clogs, and flush
entire system with water.
We also offer repairs and
gutter guard installation.

STUMP GRINDING
612-724-6045

ﬂ”m% = Interior & Exterior Painting - Plaster / Sheetrock Repair
@ggﬁ 9 = Wood Stripping & Refinishing -« Ceiling Texturing / Repair
y "
m _ FREE ESTIMATES
visa (612) 827-6140 or (651) 699-6140
MEET YOUR SALES REP
SUZIE MARTY

- Patching
- New stucco - Re-Stucco

IN A | 1| [ AT

AdsiaSvyvconnector.con

BUILDING THE FUTURE
RESTORING THE PAST = &

- Window/Stucco repairs * Stone: new & repair
- Sandblasting

6127094980 SMITHCOLECOM ¥

Aaron Cole

SMITH

Mk

Fabulous
customer
reviews!

-

greg@chileen.com

Interior & Exterior Painting
Insurance Claims « Patching
Wood Finishing « Carpentry
* Exterior Wood Restoration

Water Damage Repair + Enameling

612-890-0825

DO THE MATH!:

It costs 50¢ /piece to mail a promotional flyer to local residents letting
them know about your business, organization or upcoming event.
That does not include design, production, and printing charges.

vl For only 1 4¢/piece you can

have a 4-color flyer PRINTED AND

DELIVERED with the Connector

Contact Suzie Marty for details

Ads@swConnector.com
612-255-1180
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BUILDING A GREENER MINNEAPOLIS

Green Minneapolis, in
partnership with the
Minneapolis Park and
Recreation Board, has
launched the first urban tree
carbon offset program in
Minnesota.

By Chloe Peter

Green Minneapolis is dedicated to
advancing the vibrancy of Minneapolis
through parks and greening. The non-prof-
it (81 South 9th Street Suite 260) con-
ducted a study focused on establishing an
urban tree planting initiative.

The study determined:

e The urban tree canopy is an import-
ant way to mitigate the impacts of climate
change

e The urban tree canopy in Minneapo-
lis is decreasing

eLocal governments are looking for
new funding sources to plant more trees

¢ An urban tree carbon credit market-
place was emerging across the U.S., and
leading Twin Cities companies are pur-
chasing carbon credits

In 2021, Green Minneapolis formally
started the Twin Cities Climate Resiliency
Initiative that included the establishment
of Minnesota'’s first urban tree carbon off-
set program.

Green Minneapolis Twin Cities Cli-
mate Resiliency Initiative Project Coor-
dinator Michaela Neu is helping lead the
tree program to plant and sustain 5 mil-
lion trees in the Twin Cities’ metro area.

“l am passionate about our work to
enhance the vitality of Minneapolis by
building public/private partnerships to ex-
pand the metro area’s tree canopy,” Neu
said.

WHAT IS GREEN MINNEAPOLIS’ ROLE IN THIS
PLAN?

Neu: In the urban tree carbon offset
program, Green Minneapolis is the project
operator, which means that we administer
the project on behalf of our tree planting
partners. In addition to our role as proj-
ect operator, Green Minneapolis is serving
as the carbon credit broker for selling the
carbon credits generated from these proj-

Michaela Neu has been working as Green
Minneapolis Project Coordinator since April 2022.
“The urban tree canopy is an essential component
of urban infrastructure that keeps our cities
livable and economically vibrant - just like our
transit systems or stormwater management
systems,” Neu said.

ects. One carbon credit is equivalent to an
emission reduction of one metric ton of
carbon dioxide.

IN A20-YEAR PLAN, WHERE ARE YOU NOW?

Neu: Our pilot project with the
Minneapolis Park and Recreation Board
(MPRB) launched the first urban tree car-
bon offset program in Minnesota, which

pporting 0'".
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Green Minneapolis is a non-profit organization
with the vision to grow a green future for the Twin
Cities, with tree-lined streets and active public
spaces that enrich quality of life, create a
healthier environment and connect people
through place.

| am passionate
about our work to
enhance the vitality
of Minneapolis by
building public/private
partnerships to
expand the metro
area’s tree canopy.’

Michaela Neu

includes 23,755
trees that were
planted from
2019-2021. We are
currently working
on our second
urban tree carbon
credit project with
the MPRB, that
includes 10,000
trees planted in
2022. Our initia-
tive received $1
million in fund-
ing from the City
of Minneapolis
that the MPRB is
using to plant an
additional 8,000
trees in 2023 and
2024. We plan to do annual tree plant-
ing projects with the MPRB for the next
20 years and are developing tree planting
partnerships with other Twin Cities local
governments including Hennepin County.

HOW DO YOU WORK WITH SMALL BUSINESSES SO
THESE CAN BE AVAILABLE ACROSS THE METRO?
Neu: To date, we have been working
with larger companies located in the Twin
Cities that have already determined their
carbon footprint from their operations
and are taking steps to reduce their car-
bon emissions. We are interested in mak-
ing our carbon credits available to small
businesses that want to offset their carbon

footprints, and look forward to developing
a program where small businesses can get
assistance in estimating their carbon foot-
prints and how to reduce their emissions.

WHY DOES THIS MATTER FOR LOCAL
COMMUNITIES?

Neu: The urban tree canopy is an es-
sential component of urban infrastructure
that keeps our cities livable and economi-
cally vibrant - just like our transit systems
or stormwater management systems. In
addition to sequestering carbon, urban
trees provide other quantifiable benefits
to urban communities including reducing
flooding, stormwater runoff, air pollution,
urban heat islands, and heating and cool-
ing energy use. In addition, trees increase
property values, contribute to our mental
health, provide habitat for wildlife, reduce
crime, slow down car traffic, and create
local urban arborist careers.

WHAT IS YOUR OPINION ON PLANTING TREES TO
COMBAT CLIMATE CHANGE?

Neu: While it may be up for debate
at the macro level whether we can plant
enough trees across the planet to sequester
carbon at the levels necessary to mitigate
climate change, there is little debate that
urban tree canopy can mitigate the im-
pacts of climate change on urban commu-
nities through other means. In addition
to sequestering carbon, urban trees cap-
ture stormwater, thus reducing flooding of
neighborhoods and polluting urban wa-
terways. Urban trees also filter large quan-
tities of particulate air pollution, making
it safer for urban residents to breathe and
exercise outside.

Urban tree canopy also reduces urban
heat islands, cooling city streets and build-
ings, and reducing energy use. During the
winter, urban trees act as windbreaks, re-
ducing the heating costs and energy used
by adjacent buildings. Urban trees also
provide urban wildlife habitat, especially
for birds and pollinators.

HOW CAN PEOPLE HELP?

Neu: The Twin Cities Climate Resil-
iency Initiative brings together individu-
als and companies that are taking action
to reduce their environmental footprint
by investing in the local tree canopy and
community. You can help make a differ-
ence by donating to Green Minneapolis
Twin Cities Urban Forest Fund, where
funds will be used to plant and maintain
trees across the metro area. More informa-
tion can be found at www.greenminneap-
olis.org/projects/climate-resiliency-initia-
tive/carbon-offset-program/.

INFLATION REDUCTION ACT:

Get up to 30% or more in solar tax credits!

651-358-2533

\J /\LL
ENERGY

| SOLAR |
AllEnergySolar.com/Connector
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RUG CLEANING

Bring in your rugs with this coupon good thru 12/17/2022.
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