
By Tesha M. Christensen

There are no new permanent struc-
tures in the revised master plan for Cedar 
Lake and Lake of the Isles.

That means no picnic pavilions. No 

new bathroom facilities. No rental kiosks. 
These items were included in the ini-

tial draft concepts published in December 
2021, but most people who commented 
were not in favor of adding them. The ma-
jority of the people who responded to the 
optional demographic questions lived in 
the adjacent neighborhoods or one neigh-
borhood over.

“Generally what we heard from folks 
was they wanted a little bit more of a 
lighter touch,” said Minneapolis Recre-
ation and Park Board planner Emma R. 

Pachuta.
“We hope that people feel like we re-

ally responded to the feedback we heard.”
The idea of closing the parkways is 

not in this version of the plan. However, 
the section on the northwest side of Cedar 
Lake will be narrowed from 24.5 feet to 22 
feet in order to widen the trail there. “It’s 
not a perfect solution but we think it’s the 
best,” said Pachuta.

By Jan Willms

It has been a little more than six 
months since Minneapolis Office of Per-
formance and Innovation launched the 
Behavioral Crisis Response (BCR) team’s 
pilot project, Canopy Roots. It is the na-
tion’s first 911-based mental health first 
responder program.

 BCR was started to provide crisis in-
tervention, counseling and connection to 
support services as an alternative to police 
responders.

A report on the success and challenges 
of the project was presented to the city’s 
Public Safety Committee in late April, 
highlighting the responses that have oc-
curred in the first quarter of operation. 
The city has a $6 million, two-year con-
tract with the Black-owned Canopy Men-
tal Health & Consulting based in Rich-
field. It diverted some of its police funds 
into the pilot program. 

BCR uses two vans, initially serving 
daytime shifts and now operating 24-7 

weekdays. “There are two unarmed, high-
ly trained mental health practitioners on 
each van,” said Gina Obiri, program man-
ager for the performance and innovation 
office. She said that situations involving 
weapons, physical assault or medical 
emergencies are not directed to BCR.

100 CALLS A WEEK
Taylor Crouch-Dodson, another pro-

gram manager, said the Canopy Roots 
BCR program has averaged 100 calls per 
week in its first quarter of ex-
istence. “There have been 1,650 
calls, and BCR has been called to 
every neighborhood and precinct 

By Chloe Peter

The last 20 years has provided a tech-
nological revolution, but educational out-
comes have remained largely unchanged. 
According to the 
F e d e r a l  Re s e r v e 
Bank of Minneap-
olis, Minnesota has 
some of the largest 
education gaps in 
the nation when it 
comes to race and 
socioeconomic sta-
tus. This equity gap 
continues to widen. 
Racial and income 
gaps in standard-
ized tes t ing  and 
college readiness 
have continued to 
increase over time. 
It was from the un-
easiness of these facts that 7 Generation 
Games, an educational video game com-
pany merging social studies and math, 
was created. 

At 7 Generation Games, based in 
the Lowry Hills East neighborhood, they 
make educational video games and the 
tools to create them. Through enabling 
the development of low-cost, highly ac-
cessible teaching apps, 7 Generation pro-
vides a way for all communities to have 
the tools and resources they need to fos-
ter strong connections to their culture and 
improve educational outcomes. Maria 
Burns Ortiz, cofounder and CEO 
of 7 Generation Games, believes 
that not enough educational 
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Crisis Responders Amy Brueckner (left) and Dean Zoller pose on one of the two BCR vans. The vans do not use bright lights or sirens. Responders wear navy 
blue shirts or jackets with "Behavioral Crisis Response" printed on the back. Responders are not armed, and seek to calm the situation. They maintain 
kindness and respect. They help the person in crisis and provide resources for further support. (Photo by Terry Faust)

NO NEW STRUCTURES ON CEDAR OR LAKE OF THE ISLES

LHENA resident helps start 
educational video game 
company to teach kids math 
and social studies skills
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AN ALTERNATIVE TO POLICE

It’s the nation’s first 
911-based mental health 
first responder program

LHENA resident 
Maria Burns Ortiz 
cofounded 7 
Generation Games.

Planners take a ‘lighter touch’ 
to prefered concept for Lake 
of the Isles/Cedar Lake

In the new preferred concept, Lake of 
the Isles (at right) remains more natural.
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By Cam Gordon

The Democratic Farmer Labor (DFL) 
Senate District 62 primary race between 
first-term incumbent Omar Fateh and 
union leader Shaun Laden is heating up as 
Fateh is facing questions about past cam-
paign practices.    

The election will take place with Fateh 
under scrutiny from voters, reporters, legis-
lators, and the courts related to campaign 
and ethics complaints. He is under inves-
tigation for two possible ethics violations, 
initiated on May 22 by seven members of 
the Minnesota Senate Republican Caucus.  
Their complaint asks the ethics committee 
to “examine the report that Senator Fateh 
received an in-kind contribution of a cam-
paign advertisement from a commercial en-
tity, and then in response carried legislation 
that would have benefited that commercial 
entity. Also, it looks at “the extent of Sena-
tor Fateh’s involvement” “in a case of elec-
tion fraud” that involved Muse Mohamed, 
his brother-in-law, who was recently found 
guilty of lying to a federal grand jury during 
the testimony he gave in October 2021 re-
lated to his work as a Fateh campaign vol-
unteer. 

The first two senate subcommittee 
hearings into the complaints were held 
June 8 and 15. Fateh has a lawyer repre-
senting him at the hearings and has de-
nied violating senate ethical standards. 
Testifying before the subcommittee about 
election impropriety, Fateh said, “I did not 
directly or indirectly encourage anybody 

to act improperly at any point whether its 
voting or absentee ballots or any part of 
the election process.” After the hearing, 
the subcommittee voted to continue the 
investigation and announced plans to sub-
poena two witnesses and to reconvene on 
July 7. There they hope to take testimony 
from Siyad Salah, president of the Somali 
TV, and Dawson Kimyon, Fateh’s former 
legislative aide and 2020 campaign man-
ager.

Fateh (who did not respond to re-
quests for an interview) was first elected to 
the senate in 2020 after defeating the in-
cumbent, Jeff Hayden, in the DFL primary. 
In the senate, he sits on the Human Ser-
vices Reform, Human Services Licensing, 
State Government & Elections, and Tech-
nology & Reform Committees. He is also a 
member of the Council of Minnesotans of 
African Heritage. 

He is noted on the legislative website 
as the first Somali American and the first 
Muslim to serve in the Minnesota Sen-
ate. He was an unsuccessful candidate for 
District 62A of the Minnesota House of 
Representatives in 2018 and for Fairfax 
County School Board (Virginia) in 2015.  
He was born in Washington, D.C. and at-
tended George Mason University where 
he earned a master’s degree in public ad-
ministration. Since moving to Minnesota 
he has worked for the city of Minneapolis 
as a community specialist, Minnesota De-
partment of Transportation and Minneso-
ta Department of Revenue. Since his 2018 
run, Fateh has worked for the University 
of Minnesota as a business analyst. Fateh 

and his wife Kaltum cur-
rently rent an apartment 
in the Ventura Village 
neighborhood.

Laden has been a 
Minneapolis renter for 
over 20 years. He lives 
in Whittier with his wife, 
Cecilia, who is a teacher 
at Whittier School. Be-
fore living in Whittier, he 
lived in Logan Park, Ste-
vens Square, and Marcy 
Holmes. 

As the president of 
the education support 
professionals’ chapter of 
the Minneapolis Federa-
tion of Teachers Union, 
Laden co-led the recent 
s tr ike that  improved 
hourly school workers’ 

pay, protections for educators of color, 
and support for students. After that cam-
paign, he said, “I decided to run for Sen-
ate to fully fund our public schools and 
improve the lives of working class neigh-
bors like I did as president of our major-
ity women and people of color MFT ESP 
union.” 

Laden has worked on many cam-
paigns, including for Paul Wellstone 
(2002), Keith Ellison (2006 and 2008), 
Karen Clark (2014 and 2016), the Minne-
apolis Ranked Choice Voting ballot initia-
tive, and the Minneapolis Public School 
Levy Referendums (2016 and 2018).

His community experience includes 

work starting a community garden, open-
ing and running the Uptown Farmer’s 
Market, and winning improved labor stan-
dards for a group of workers at the Univer-
sity of Minnesota. 

“As a Campus Camp Wellstone train-
er,” he said, “I taught college students 
around the country about organizing for 
change and a people-centered politics.” 
He is most proud of “leading our Educa-
tion Support Professionals (ESP) union 
from one where fewer than half of ESP 
were union members, to today where over 
80% are and we have achieved what one 
ESP called ‘life-changing financial im-
provements for hourly workers.’”

According to Fateh’s campaign web-
site, “In his first legislative session, Fateh 
has made a name for himself as one of 
the most active and vocal members of 
the Senate minority caucus… Fateh has 
demonstrated leadership emblematic of 
our courageous community of Southsid-
ers, and, in the process, he is sure to have 
ruffled the feathers of some very powerful 
opposition.”

It is hard to know how the ethics 
probe and criticism of Fateh will impact 
the primary. Some prominent DFLers, in-
cluding Congresswoman Ilhan Omar, are 
still supporting him. “As long as I’ve known 
Senator Fateh, he has been a tireless pub-
lic servant and absolutely dedicated to his 
constituent,” she said in a public statement 
endorsing him. “We need more people like 
Omar Fateh at the State Capitol.” 

Laden has also been endorsed by local 
DFL elected officials including 
Minneapolis School Board Mem-
ber Kimberly Caprini and State 
Representative Sydney Jordan. 
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Omar Fateh

Shaun Laden
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COUNTY CONVERTING AQUA MOTEL 
TO AFFORDABLE HOUSING

The Hennepin County Board has ap-
proved purchasing and rehabilitating the 
Aqua Motel at 5719 Lyndale Avenue South 
to provide permanent single room occu-
pancy (or rooming house) housing using 
federal COVID relief funds. After neces-
sary repairs are completed, the county will 
contract another agency to lease, operate 
and manage the property as low-income 
housing. The former motel will provide 
36 units of housing, most likely for single 
adults. This is part of the largest invest-
ment in affordable housing the county 
has likely ever made. On June 2, the board 
approved spending more than $27 million 
help preserve or build 1,900 affordable 
housing units.

AUG. 9 PRIMARY ELECTION 
On Aug. 9, there will be a primary 

election in Minnesota. At the city level 

both the Republican and Democratic 
Farmer Labor (DFL) parties will have pri-
maries in the 5th congressional district 
race. There will also be primary elections 
in the nonpartisan Hennepin County At-
torney and Sheriff races that will deter-
mine which two candidates will be on the 
ballot in the November general elections, 
as well as for the Minneapolis School 
Board Member at-large and District 5 
races. Because more than one candidate 
has filed with the DFL for Senate Districts 
62 and 63 as well as for House District 
62A, there will be DFL primary elections 
held for those southside races as well. On 
Aug. 9, State Senator Omar Fateh is being 
challenged by union organizer Shaun 
Laden in 62. State Representative Aisha 
Gomez is being challenged in the primary 
by Osman Ahmed, who also ran unsuc-
cessfully for the same seat in the primary 
in 2018. State Senator Zaynab Mohamed 
is being challenged by Todd C. Scott. You 
can vote early June 24-Aug. 8. Find more 
information at www.sos.state.mn.us/elec-
tions-voting/  

CITY UPDATING CLIMATE ACTION PLAN
The city of Minneapolis, through its 

Sustainability Office, launched a commu-
nity engagement process to inform an up-
date to its Climate Action Plan that was 
approved in 2013. That plan set goals and 
identified strategies to eliminate carbon 
emissions, reduce pollution and improve 
the environment. The update will likely 
include significant changes for a renamed 
plan, that is currently being called the 
Climate Equity Plan. Engagement will in-
clude tabling at events this summer, con-
vening listening sessions, and establishing 
a steering committee and work groups. 
You can learn more and take a survey by 
visiting https://www2.minneapolismn.
gov/government/programs-initiatives/cli-
mate-equity/

HUMAN RIGHTS INVESTIGATION SUBCOMMITTEE
The city council has established a new 

Pattern & Practice Investigations Subcom-
mittee to review and engage in the Min-
nesota Department of Human Rights in-
vestigation into the city. On June 14, they 

met for this first time and received a pre-
sentation from the Minnesota Department 
of Human Rights and their investigation 
that found that the city of Minneapolis 
and Minneapolis Police Department has 
engaged in a pattern and practices of race 
discrimination in violation of the Min-
nesota Human Rights Act. The presenta-
tion said, “Without fundamental organi-
zational cultural change, reforming MPD’s 
policies, procedures, and trainings will 
be meaningless.” It called for a consent 
decree that lays out specific changes the 
city and MPD will be required to make, 
is issued by a judge, is a legally binding 
agreement that the parties are required 
by law to follow with timelines for prior-
itization and accountability, uses an inde-
pendent oversight team to hold the par-
ties accountable, and lives on regardless of 
election cycles.

BRIEFS

Briefs compiled by Cam Gordon.

There will be some reconfigurations 
of the parkways, particularly where E. Bde 
Maka Ska Parkway meets W. Lake of the 
Isles Parkway, paired with trail reconfigu-
rations, to improve safety. “By realigning 
these areas, it will hopefully work better 
for everyone involved,” said Pachuta.

People can comment on the plan 
during two upcoming open houses: Thurs-
day, July 14, 4:30-6:30 p.m. at Cedar Lake 
South Beach, and Saturday, July 16, 9-11 
a.m. at Lake of the Isles Parkway and Eu-
clid Place. People can also comment on-
line via a survey.

PARK EXPANSION?
MPRB is considering a park expansion 

on the northeast corner of Cedar Lake on 
land that is currently owned by the Hen-
nepin County Railroad Authority. The rail-
road authority intends to transition own-
ership at some point, observed Pachuta. 
“This could be a great opportunity to enter 
into that conversation.”

The preferred park concept also in-
cludes the possible acquisition of a small 
parcel on the north side of the Kenilworth 
channel to facilitate movement between 
Cedar Lake Trail and the water.

Portable restrooms, seating areas, bike 
racks, gardens and water fountains will 
be added in various areas throughout the 
park. At East Cedar Beach, a formalized 
event area and concert area will be created 
using natural materials. A storage area is 
proposed near S. Upton Ave.

Two sections of the walking path 
around Lake of the Isles are proposed to 
transition to a slightly wider two-way bike 
path to improve connections, one on the 
north side of Lake of the Isles and one on 
the south side. Another shorter two-way 
section will be added along Kenilworth 
Trail, paired with a bike boulevard on Ke-
nilworth Place. A new soft surface trail is 
proposed from the Midtown Greenway to 
the lake at the dog park. In other places, 
soft surface paths using either mulch or 
gravel will be installed where people have 
already created a path. There are no plans 
to add more paved trails. 

Some of the informal access points on 
the lakes will be removed and restored to 
minimize erosion, and additional access 
areas will be formalized where there is 
currently heavy use. A dock will be added 
on each lake, including at South Cedar 
Beach and on the east side of Lake of the 
Isles.

All of the existing winter amenities 
will be retained, and an ice skating rib-
bon will extend north of the existing ice 
rink. There will be an upgraded temporary 
warming house nearby.

MPRB would like to move one wel-
come kiosk a few feet on the north side of 
Lake of the Isles to make better use of it, 
following feedback that it wasn’t serving 
its purpose where it is, according to Pa-
chuta. There will be other enhanced entry 
points throughout the area to build upon 
existing signage and new way-finding signs 
added. 

WATER QUALITY UPDATES
There is no cost yet associated with 

the master plan. A cost estimate will be 
done once the plan is finalized. 

The CAC can make recommendations 
regarding what they’d like to see as prior-
ities. “My assumption is that it might be 
some of the water quality updates because 
there has been such a strong emphasis on 

water quality,” said Pachuta.
CAC members include: Aaron Shaf-

fer, Adam Braun, Alice Lehman, Anna Ele-
ria, Ben Surma, Constance Pepin, Craig 
Wilson, Drew McGovern, Eric Gangl, 
Jim Romlin, Joshua Christianson, Laura 
Kinkead, Lilia Theisen, Linda Mack, Mi-
chaela A. West, Nan Dreher, Win Rockwell 
(chair), Will Stensrud, and James Reid.

Stormwater runoff from impervious 
trails will be treated by the shoreline buf-
fers and expanded littoral edge. Other 
methods will be used to manage stormwa-
ter runoff from hard surfaces. A tree trench 
will help hold and treat water along the 
parkway. There are also several proposed 
underground treatment areas along the 
parkway, including two on Cedar Lake and 
five on Lake of the Isles.

The preferred park concept also aims 
to treat runoff coming from the larger wa-
tershed through six outfall pipes by ret-
rofitting existing treatment facilities and 
marsh restoration. 

Managing trash from the runoff is 
more a watershed conversation than an 
issue MPRB can solve, according to Pa-
chuta.

DRAFT PLAN EXPECTED BY END OF 2022
The Cedar Lake-Lake of the Isles Mas-

ter Plan (Cedar-Isles) will create a 20-30-

year vision for Cedar Lake, a section of 
Cedar Lake Trail, Lake of the Isles and 
Dean Parkway. The process began in fall 
2019. 

Given the challenge of the pandemic, 
MPRB looked for new ways to get feed-
back.

MPRB enlisted the help of communi-
ty collaborators for this project. Request 
for proposals went out in 2020 and these 
various collaborators (some individuals 
and some nonprofits) helped kickstart the 
conversation. 

They also used social media, had mul-
tiple online surveys, and solicited feed-
back at the lakes.

“We are still taking community feed-
back this summer. We will share feedback 
with the CAC to finalize their recommen-
dation,” said Pachuta.

A draft plan will be created by the 
end of 2022, and then go out for a 45-day 
comment period before it goes before the 
Minneapolis Parks and Recreation Board 
of Commissioners for approval. The Ce-
dar-Isles area is the only part of the Min-
neapolis park system that does not have 
an updated plan.

WATER QUALITY GOALS
• Lake of the Isles should be an ecologically 
healthy, shallow lake where phosphorus 
levels are below <40ug/L, diverse native 
aquatic plants dominate, and the aquatic 
food web is maintained.
•  Manage Cedar Lake as an ecologically 
healthy, deep lake where phosphorus levels 
are below <25 ug/L, diverse native aquatic 
plants dominate, and the aquatic food web 
is maintained.
• Reduce phosphorus, chloride, trash, and 
sediment from entering the lake from areas 
within the project area.
• Address run-off from hard surfaces on 
park land.
• Maintain and stabilize shoreline with 
native vegetation in all areas except for 
formal access points and historic 
viewsheds.
• Maximize and restore habitat (terrestrial 
and aquatic) to improve health of the lake 
and have spaces for wildlife.

Cedar Riverside resident Kayseh 
Magan supported Fateh in the past but 
is now supporting Laden. “As a Soma-
li-American, I was thrilled to support 
Omar Fateh’s historic run for the Minne-
sota Senate in 2020,” he said. “Fateh in-
vited me to his campaign kick-off event 
and I donated to his campaign. However, 
I have been disappointed in how Senator 
Fateh has addressed the recent scandals 
surrounding his campaign. Senator Fateh 
has been dishonest to DFL Senate lead-
ers about his relationship to a man who 
was recently convicted of perjury, in a case 

relating to voter fraud in Senator Fateh’s 
primary race in 2020.”

Magan has been following the ethic 
complaints, and court case carefully, and 
is convinced that Fateh’s campaign took 
advantage of Somali American voters. “Two 
individuals from the Somali community 
testified that they never authorized Fateh’s 
brother-in-law and campaign volunteer 
to deliver absentee ballots for them,” said 
Magan. “Senator Fateh has refused to speak 
to the media or to answer to his constitu-
ents about the voter fraud allegations.” He 
added, “For these reasons, I can no longer 
support Senator Fateh.” 

“As an educator who has worked in 
the Minneapolis Public Schools for 11 

years my top priority would be fully fund-
ing our schools,” said Laden. “I will also 
prioritize police accountability and trans-
forming public safety, building more pub-
lic housing, and unrestricting Minnesota 
to ensure safe and accessible abortion care 
to all Minnesotans who seek it.”

Fateh lists “fully funded public 
schools,” as his first priority on his web-
site, followed by housing, livable wages 
and worker dignity, climate change and 
environmental justice, civil rights, public 
safety and policing, and healthcare. 

“This primary is a choice. Who do 
you want fighting for us in Saint Paul?” 
said Laden. “I am someone who has cre-
ated real change to materially improve the 

lives of thousands of working class union 
members like paraprofessionals and food 
service workers, the majority of whom are 
women and people of color. I will be a 
tireless champion for working people in 
our district, and will take my experience 
creating real change in working people’s 
lives to St. Paul to get things done for our 
neighborhood.”

The primary election that will be held 
on Tuesday, Aug. 9 will determine which 
of the two candidates will be on the ballot 
in the November general election. Early 
voting in the primary goes from Friday, 
June 24 through Monday, Aug. 8.

SENATE D. 62 PRIMARY2
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East Cedar Lake beach will remain natural. A formalized event area and a concert area with natural 
materials is proposed, and some new soft surface trails will be added. (Photo by Tesha M. Christensen)
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I  heard a  terr i -
ble story the other 
day from my friend. 
The story started with 
a young man arguing 
with his mom on a hot 
morning in Minneap-
olis. It ended with his 
death. After the ar-
gument, he shot and 
killed himself. He was 
18.

This tragic outcome has become too 
common. Suicide is the second leading 
cause of death among 15- to 24-year-olds 
in the United States. According to the Na-
tional Alliance on Mental Illness, nearly 
20 percent of high school students have 
serious thoughts of suicide, while 9 per-
cent make an attempt to take their lives. 
There has been a modest decline in the 
overall U.S. suicide rate in the past few 
years, but suicide remains a major public 
concern, especially with young people. 

So what compels someone to take 
their life? Suicide is the result of many 
complex factors in a person’s life. It is not 
one particular event or discussion. It is 
not always because of depression. Young 
people are particularly vulnerable because 
they are still developing, mentally and so-
cially. They are still finding their identity 
and way in life. 

Once a person knows their life pur-

pose, they can live and lead from it to give 
their life meaning. A moment of inspira-
tion can put their life purpose into focus. 
Once they have clarity and can see their 
life purpose, they can turn that purpose 
into power.

Dr. Remi Douah is helping young 
people in Minneapolis find their purpose. 
Remi, 60, is the founder and executive di-
rector of 846s, a nonprofit organization 
that helps Black communities overcome 
historical barriers by accessing mental 
healthcare. 

Remi came to the U.S. from the Ivory 
Coast of Africa in the 1980s to study at 
American colleges. He met his wife, Tho-
runn Bjarnadottir, who’s originally from 
Iceland, at the University of Minnesota. 
They had a son, Isak, in 1998, and soon 
learned that raising Isak in America would 
be different compared to their home 
countries.                                                                                                                                      

“You don’t come and say, ‘I’m going 
to raise a Black child,’” Remi told PBS 
NewsHour in a 2021 report on the reform 
efforts in Minneapolis after George Floyd’s 

murder by former policeman Derek Chau-
vin. “You say, ‘I’m going to raise a child, 
a human being.’ And you do your best to 
raise that child to function in society. It’s 
society that forces you to see your child as 
Black and white.”

The concept for 846s started after 
George Floyd’s murder, when Isak, who 
grew up just miles from where Floyd was 
killed, was filled with rage after the killing 
of another Black man by Minneapolis po-
lice. Isak had participated in street protests 
after two other police killings of Black 
men, Jamar Clark in 2015 and Philando 
Castile in 2016. This time, Isak and his 
friends had violent thoughts and wanted 
to exact revenge. He asked his father three 
questions:

Why are they killing us?
What did we do wrong?
What can we do to prevent it?
Remi and Thorunn suggested Isak 

speak to a therapist. Their son agreed and 
went to therapy. “A month later, he came 
back and said, ‘Dad, it’s working for me, 
and I think I have an answer to the third 
question I asked you,’” Remi recounted. “I 
want all my friends to have access to men-
tal therapies.”

Isak has been an evangelist for youth 
mental health ever since, and Remi has 
been on the frontlines in the community 
as an active listening presence and advo-
cate for change. They have a vision (led by 
Isak and his friends) of creating a youth 
wellness center in south Minneapolis for 
marginalized youth with wraparound, ho-
listic services that cover all areas of their 
lives.

Today, Remi is working with a core 
group of 10 dedicated young adults (ages 

18-24) to teach them how to identify and 
act in response to trauma. As part of this 
work, Remi is developing a fellowship 
program with these young adults and the 
Strong Mind Strong Body Foundation, a 
nonprofit focused on building stronger 
communities through education, youth 
development and healthy lifestyles. 

I am the board chair of the Strong 
Mind Strong Body Foundation, and with 
Remi, we will lead the Restorative Com-
munity Building Fellowship, a six-month 
earn and learn program. We will provide 
fellows with restorative practices instruc-
tion, life skills training and local paid in-
ternships to develop their natural talents 
and give them the tools, experience and 
support they need to thrive and become 
community leaders.

Our community partners will pro-
vide employment, training and resources 
for the youth we are mentoring. Partners 
include 7 Generation Games, Minnesota 
Zen Meditation Center, Minnesota Peace-
building Leadership Institute, Lowry Hill 
East Neighborhood Association and the 
Southwest Connector. Our goal is to pro-
vide pathways to careers where young 
adults can not only make a living. They 
can make a life.

If you are interested in supporting our 
Restorative Community Building Fellow-
ship program or learning more, visit bit.
ly/communityfellowship.

This program will provide 
young adults with mentors,  
life skills training and   
workforce development

Eric Ortiz lives in the Wedge with his 
family. When he’s not community build-

ing, he’s the director of media for Big 
Edition and writes bilingual children’s books with 
his kids. Their first book, “How the Zookalex Saved 
the Village,” is available in English and Spanish.

NEW FELLOWSHIP TO HELP YOUTH FIND THEIR PURPOSE

By Eric 
Ortiz

The Linden Hills 
Village at 43rd and 
Upton is one of the 
most vibrant neigh-
b o r h o o d  b u s i n e s s 
nodes in all of Minne-
sota.  We have award 
winning restaurants 
(and chefs!), wonder-
ful coffee shops, a toy 
shop and a children’s 
bookstore, an art gallery, jewelry, a pet 
supply store, hardware store, a Tibet store 
(!) – and MORE! So many cool shops and 
eateries – but – we do not have nearly 
enough parking to handle all the poten-
tial customers. 

Consequently, the businesses suffer, 
and so do we, the customers, when we 
want to stop in for a purchase or an expe-
rience. 

The Linden Hills Neighborhood 
Council has been examining this prob-
lem off and on for all 20 of the years I’ve 
been involved. And, in that time, we have 
lost, not gained, about 10 parking spaces.  
With the new bus line coming in, we are 
about to lose eight more. 

What’s to be done?  

According to many people I’ve talk-
ed to, the Minneapolis City Council is 
very interested in promoting bicycles and 
buses, and is meanwhile actively pursuing 
REDUCTIONS in parking in neighbor-
hood business nodes. According to one 
longtime volunteer and activist in Linden 
Hills, “City doesn’t want cars, and they 
want to push business parking into the 

residential neighborhood streets.” 
Look, I’m all for buses, and I’m all for 

bikes. But I’m not alone in saying that I’m 
not going to take a bus for three-quarters 
of a mile, nor am I going to ride my bike 
in the winter.  

For years, I have been promoting the 
opening of the Linden Hills Trolley right-
of-way that goes from Upton to Xerxes.  
Currently, drivers pull into this right-of-
way and park on the left, next to the Great 
Harvest Bakery building and along the 
St. Thomas Church retaining wall. But in 
order to leave this area, drivers must turn 
around and head back out the way they 
came, on a “roadway” that is only 12 feet 
wide. DANGER, WILL ROBINSON.  That 
area is narrow, icy in the winter, and full 
of pedestrians. 

Several years ago, the city put a turn-
around at the end of the business node 
(Settergren’s parking lot’s western bound-
ary). Many of us spoke against this idea 
when it proposed, for several reasons, but 
it was hastily installed anyway.   

The main reason was this: That right-
of-way seems to be a perfect and easy 
place to create at least 80 parking spaces. 

Fact: This right of way is 50 feet wide 
from the point of Settergren’s western 
boundary to Xerxes.   

Fact: This right-of-way is current-
ly used as two-way parking access by the 
owners of the adjacent single-family prop-
erties, who enter and exit the right-of-way 
off Xerxes. 

Fact: The trolley right of way is owned 
by the city of Minneapolis – not by the 
individual residents. 

QUESTION: Why could we not re-
move the chain that stops cars from 
continuing west on the publicly owned 
“road/alley/right-of-way,” and in doing so 
create 80 angled parking spaces on a one-
way through-way?

We could make it safe, with speed 
bumps and speed limits. We could pro-
hibit trucks. We could make the right-of-
way far more attractive and pedestrian 
friendly, because right now – it is blight-
ed. Seriously, walk down that right-of-way 
sometime. It’s full of garbage, weeds, and 
broken asphalt. 

When I posed this question to a city 
official at a special parking meeting called 
by the Linden Hills Council, my ques-
tion was avoided. When I asked it again, 
it was avoided again. When I asked it a 
third time, I was told that “the business-
es would have to find some compromise 
with the residents who have been using 
the right of way, and so far they haven’t.”  
When I pressed by saying, “Why 
is that, since city, not those res-
idents who have been using it 
for free all these years, owns the 

Here’s an idea: Let’s use the Linden Hills Trolley 
right-of-way area to add at least 80 parking 
spaces. It’s 50 feet wide from the point of 
Settergren’s western boundary to Xerses.

CAN WE IMPROVE PARKING IN LINDEN HILLS VILLAGE? 
TEAMING UP FOR GOOD

By Larry 
LaVercombe

5

Dr. Remi Douah
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We want to hear from you.

news@SWconnector.com

Larry LaVercombe is a writer, filmmaker, 
and activist, born in Detroit and arrived in 

Minneapolis in 1975.  He lived in a treehouse 
in San Diego before getting an MFA from the USC 
Film School.  He writes most days, and as Team Larry 
he has been selling residential real estate in Minne-
apolis for 26 years.
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Sandy Forseth will 
be creating a chalk 
mandala for “Art on 
the Edge” in Linden 
Hills on Saturday, July 
23. Learn more about 
her.

TELL ME A LITTLE ABOUT 
WHO SANDY IS…

I am a creative force to be reckoned 
with, an innovative and energetic leader 
who thrives on creating interactive envi-
ronments where children of all ages and 
abilities are welcome. Natural leader who 
collaborates and connects with teams 
to create and deliver playful spaces and 
events that are inclusive and vital to the 
community. I am part of two global fam-
ilies: Operation Smile medical missions 
and the Chalk family. 

I grew up in the northwest suburb of 
New Hope in the Twin Cities. My favor-
ite past time growing up was recycle art. 
My first mural was painted on the laundry 
room wall!

 
WHAT IS YOUR CAREER AND ART BACKGROUND?

I am a Certified Child Life Specialist, 
by trade. An expert at working with pedi-
atric patients, siblings and families in the 
hospital setting. I have helped thousands 
of children learn about and cope well with 
surgery, new diagnosises, lab draws, pro-
cedures, etc. I utilized mindfulness with 
children and learned they soak it in like 
sponges.

HOW DOES WHERE YOU ARE FROM INFLUENCE 
YOUR WORK ?

 My grandparents  were instru-
mental in imparting the importance of 
music, theatre, art and dance in our lives. 
My grandfather, Theodore Ptashne, was 
a professional violinist and “The House 
of Note” string instrument store was in 
my family heritage for 60 years. The busi-
ness is located on Minnetonka Boulevard, 
owner is Jeff Anderson.

WAS THERE A DEFINING MOMENT IN YOUR LIFE 
WHEN YOU KNEW YOU WANTED TO BE A CHALK 
ARTIST?

The moment when I was amused by 
the mystery of the mandala, was in Wahpe-
ton, N.D. Unintended  shapes were appear-
ing and the last circles added to the out-
side edge of the mandala. The title became 
“Doily  Dala,” because it resembled one. 

SHARE MORE ABOUT THE CHALK STREET ART-
ISTS…

The Chalk Street Artists are a global 
chalk family.

The Madonarri street art form started 
in the 16th century. These traveling artists 
would move through provinces or towns 
according to the festival calendar to join 
in the festivities and make a living from 
observers who would throw coins if they 
approved of the artist’s work. The origins 
of pavement artists were found all over the 
United Kingdom.

In America, you often hear, how do 
we preserve the art? However, imperma-
nence is part of the story and life. Like 
when you attend a concert and leave with 
your heart full from the experience. Street 
chalk art is the same way, except now we 
have all have cell phones that preserve the 
memory of the art. 

EXPLAIN YOUR TECHNIQUE/CREATIVE PROCESS…
WHAT MOTIVATES YOU TO CREATE ?

I love working with my hands, tools 
and math. I also sew/create keepsake 
t-shirt quilts and pillows from the cloth-
ing of those who have passed on. The fab-
rics of our life tell a story! This also keeps 
fabric out of the landfills and reuses them.

HOW IS YOUR ART IMPORTANT TO COMMUNITY?
Now more than ever, community art 

is necessary as it brings UNITY (oneness), 
hope and joy, when so much in our life 
divides us . . . CommUNITY art brings us 
together! Furthermore, it creates a visual 
story in our minds/experience, that one 

does not easily forget.

EXPLAIN YOUR INSPIRATION OR IDEA BEHIND 
EACH MANDALA? 

My mind sees in patterns and shapes. 
From the time of the first conversation to 
scheduling, shapes or a theme drop into 
my consciousness for a specific mandala. 
Then I incorporate them as it seems fit. 

DO YOU EVER HAVE CREATIVE BLOCKS AND HOW 
DO YOU OVERCOME THEM ?

Stillness and shower thoughts help 
with creative blocks! Some of my best 
thoughts are born in the shower! In 2018, 
when I was seeking what to be when I 
grew up, the shower thought was “interac-
tive events!” 

WHO ARE SOME ARTISTS YOU ADMIRE, FOLLOW, 
OR HAVE BEEN INSPIRATION ?

I admire Shawn McCann and his vast 
ability to create from illustrating chil-
dren’s books to massive murals globally. 
He created an opportunity for me based 
on my extensive experience with children 
and families and it was a perfect fit. Amaz-
ing what natural creativity, grief and a lot 
of bravery can create together! Thumbs 
up! 

Lisa Gidlow Moriarity, owner of Paths 
of Peace in Stillwater. She is a labyrinth 
creator worldwide. That was where I first 
learned about a pivot and the magic/mys-
tery of a creation. We were creating a laby-
rinth on a sheet, for me to bring to an Op-
eration Smile mission. Each creation has 
“a story” that shows up during the process. 
In this case, there were symmetrical pieces 
that resembled clefts – like cleft lip and 
palate, the very mission I was headed to. 
This has happened time and time again 
with mandalas, as well. 

Day Schildkret, author of “Morning 
Altars, A 7 - Step Practice to Nourish Your 
Spirit through Nature, Art, & Ritual” and 
“Hello, Goodbye - 75 Rituals for Times of 
Loss, Celebration, and Change” by Reg-
inald Charles Adams, artist out of Dal-
las, Texas. It combines sound healing and 
yoga at beach mandala and labyrinth in-
stallations called “FLOW.” On my bucket 

list! 

THE ART OF...

By Suzie 
Marty

Suzie Marty is an artist and curator at 
Everett & Charlie art gallery in Linden 
Hills. She is also an avid supporter of 

buying local, and a marketing specialist for the 
Southwest Connector. Contact her at 
ads@swconnector.com.

MEET CHALK MANDALA ARTIST SANDY FORSETHVOTE RYAN WINKLER
 I support Ryan Winkler for Hen-

nepin County Attorney because 
I want a leader in the county 
attorney’s office who will hold 
accountable the people we’ve 

trusted to protect us. From my time working with 
Ryan, I know that he is a strong leader, willing to lis-
ten before he speaks and before making decisions 
on behalf of communities in Hennepin County. He 
is a student as much as he is a consensus builder, 
and right now, we need both. He is a tireless advo-
cate for the strongest possible outcomes for our 
community.

Now more than ever, we need a sensible leader who 
can put his head down and work on strategies for 
reform with community members and local agen-
cies. That is who Ryan is, and that is why I will be 
voting for him in the upcoming primary and the 
general election.
Molly Richardson
West Maka Ska

right-of-way” – my question again went 
unanswered.

I will add that the one other idea that 
was proposed at this LHiNC meeting was 
that we initiate paid parking meters, to 
discourage people from parking all day 
in the few spots we have. Do we like that 
idea?  How about a parking ramp?  

This parking problem isn’t going 
away, unless something is done. And in 
my opinion, we all suffer from the lack of 
parking, not just the businesses.  

Next week, I’ll follow up with more 
ways to work on this, and with comments 
from our city council person, Linea Pal-
misano. 

See you then. 

CAN WE IMPROVE4

Sandy Forseth creates 
opportunities for the 
community to make chalk 
mandalas. She will be at Art 
on the Edge in Linden Hills on 
Saturday, July 23.
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A bodacious birthday bash draws 
far-flung fans. What took so long?

To create something entirely new, 
never seen, touched or heard before – 
something that resonates deeply with the 
beholder – is a hallmark of genius. Many 
such virtuosos are often misunderstood or 
unrecognized in their own time or home-
land. Yet, native Minnesotan, Prince Rog-
ers Nelson, known as Prince, was wildly 
acknowledged and adored by ardent fans 
around the world.

Why then, did it take our community 
so long to recognize its own prodigy?  

The Prince Mural Project
Back in 2015, well before his death on 

April 21, 2016, Prince’s former marketing 
manager, Sharon Smith-Akinsanya, was 
busy seeking a public tribute for Prince, 
even as the eye-popping, five-story Bob 
Dylan wall mural on the corner of 5th and 
Hennepin was getting finishing touches by 
world-renowned Brazilian artist Eduardo 
Kobra. 

With Prince’s consent, Smith-Akinsan-
ya had quietly approached Betsy Hodges, 
then-mayor of the Minneapolis, who en-
thusiastically supported the idea. Howev-
er, critical additional official support was 
lacking. 

Shockingly, even Prince’s untimely 
death did not generate the political will 
needed from the authorities to commit 
the necessary resources to honor him 
with a public art project. Determined, 
Smith-Akinsanya continued full steam to 
move the Prince Mural Project from plan-
ning to center stage, testifying before state 

legislators and arm-wrangling other civic 
and private sector leaders.

Add Joan Voderbruggen – the magic 
sauce

Eventually, Smith-Akinsanya met and 
landed the consummate ally, Joan Vorder-
bruggen, and new blood began to flow.

Possessing the will-power of an army 
of municipal leaders, Vorderbruggen, 
then-Director of the Hennepin Theater 
Trust, in fact, had purple running in her 
veins. Having spearheaded the Bob Dylan 
mural project, Vorderbruggen has too 
many accolades to list, but she is credited 
for her seminal role in multiple creative 
projects that revitalized the beleaguered 
Hennepin Theatre District. 

Vorderbruggen is a founding member 
of the Placemaking Leadership Council 
and is nationally recognized as a place-
making and public art expert. Legendary 
for her “Made Here” twice-yearly win-
dow displays that transformed downtown 
storefronts into mini public art galleries, 
Vorderbruggen is affectionately considered 
an authentic civic booster and people-con-
nector with a heart as large as the murals 
we’ve come to know her for. 

Yet, even with her dogged involve-
ment, it still took a confluence of events 
to move the Prince Mural forward. Hap-
pily, the Minnesota Department of Trans-
portation and city of Minneapolis coop-
erated to offer Parking Ramp A’s 
towering façade, and tragically, 
the murder of George Floyd re-
vealed the power of art as a form 
of community healing. Finally, the Prince 

A TOWERING TRIBUTE Minnesota’s Prince gets 
long-awaited honor

SUMMER IN THE CITY

By Susan Schaefer
UNDER THE HOOD
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July 23, Aug. 20
& Sept. 17

Twin Cities C
ommunity

SPONSORED BY
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Mueller  
Park

2509 Colfax Ave. S
Minneapolis
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  POP-UP MARKETS

The newly unveiled Prince mural is at 8th Street 
and 1st Avenue on Parking Ramp A. (Photo by 
Susan Schaefer)
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Mural Project garnered the support it 
needed. 

A Hiero for a Prince
Prince ranks among a short list of lu-

minaries known by one name. So, it is en-
tirely fitting that internationally known 
muralist, Hiero Veiga, who goes by the 
solo moniker Hiero, was selected from a 
field of 60 original artists to design and 
render the long-overdue tribute. 

Evolving a hyperrealist style for the 
past 21 years, this self-taught artist’s work, 
which began with graffiti writing, has ad-
vanced to impressive worldwide commis-
sions such as the exterior of Miami’s Mu-
seum of Graffiti.  

In the months before his death, close 
confidants attested to Prince’s newly ig-
nited spirit. At the time of his death, glob-
al luminaries sang his praises: Mic Jagger 
stated, “His talent was limitless.”  Oprah 
Winfrey proclaimed, “The doves are really 
crying now.” And then President Barack 
Obama (uncharacteristically commenting 
on a celebrity) pronounced that Prince 
“was one of the most gifted and prolific 
musicians of our time, … a virtuoso in-
strumentalist, a brilliant bandleader, and 
an electrifying performer…Today the 
world lost a creative icon.”

The task set before the artist was mon-
umental. Hiero’s bold 90-foot captures the 
colorful phases of Prince’s well-document-
ed life. 

And so it was that at the beginning of 
June 2022, several “Crown our Prince” cel-
ebrations marked an early 64th birthday 
bash to unveil this towering tribute.

I chose Prince’s actual birthday on 
June 7 to capture the images for this col-
umn and serendipitously got to meet both 
the cultural impresario, Vorderbruggen, 
and the muralist, Hiero, who was putting 
finishing touches on the masterpiece. 

But it was two fans decked head-to-
toe in Princely regalia who symbolized 
the impact of Prince’s life and death on a 
far-flung audience. New Yorkers, Dorothy 
Billis and Twila Perry, have been making a 
yearly pilgrimage to the Twin Cities since 
Prince’s death. 

Endearingly, the two did not know 
each other in New York but met here the 
year following Prince’s death. Since then, 
they have become fast friends and are 
committed annual travel partners for the 
yearly festivities.

“We actually discovered Prince after 
his death,” confessed Billis. “We’re from 
a different generation and never knew his 
music.”  “But once we heard his music, we 

were hooked,” added Perry. How did this 
year’s mural unveiling compare? Respond-
ing almost in unison, they declared that it 
was the best party yet. 

Postscript
Prince rewrote life’s rules – he was 

never constrained by them. He broke free 
of the bonds of socioeconomics, race and 
gender, as well as those of the tightly con-
trolled entertainment world. His lyrics, 
compositions, and instrumentality de-
fied genre; his groundbreaking, risk-tak-
ing break with the recording industry’s 
star making prison unshackled him to 
not only explore new musical worlds but 
to plant his gender-blended glyph in the 

stratosphere. Now it literally soars on a 
wall across from his beloved First Avenue 
for all the world to see and pay homage. 

Something under the hood is not 
immediately apparent or obvious. This 

column uncovers stories that span the 
neighborhoods covered by TMC Publications. 
Susan Schaefer is a widely published independent 
journalist, creative writer, and poet. Her articles 
appear in the Minneapolis Star Tribune, PBS’ 
online magazine, Next Avenue, Next Tribe, and 
Beyond. She was columnist and features writer for 
Minneapolis’ Southwest Journal and Minnesota 
Good Age magazine. 

• Rest and relaxation

• Entertaining spaces

• Beauty and tranquility

• Habitat for birds and pollinators MinnehahaFallsLandscape.com

Call us at 612-724-5454 to see what is possible with 
great landscape design and organic gardening.

BRING OUT THE BEST IN 
YOUR BACKYARD!

Minnehaha Falls Landscaping creates outdoor environments that grow beauty, and support health and wellness.  
From this foundation grows our garden division, Giving Tree Gardens and our advocacy branch, Bee Safe Minneapolis.

Fresh air  •  Rest and relaxation  
Entertaining spaces  •  Beauty and tranquility   

Habitat for birds and pollinators

It’s your place. Your space.
Let us help you make the most of your backyard!Step Outside!

Design • Patios • Retaining Walls • Gardens • Lawns

Russ Henry,  
owner

Muralist Hiero applies finishing touches to his masterwork. (Photo by Susan 
Schaefer)

TOWERING TRIBUTE6

Civic leader Joan Vorderbruggen was a driving force behind the 
Prince Mural Project. (Photo by Susan Schaefer)
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MIKE SMITH | BROKER
Old Home Aficionado

651.324.6211
mikesmithrealty@gmail.com
andersonrealtymn.com

Selling real estate is not just a 
job or transaction for me—it’s 

about finding the next steward of 
your home. It’d be an honor to help 

you with your next move. 
Old homes! old hearts! Upon my soul forever

Their peace and gladness lie like tears and laughter;
Like love they touch me, through the years that sever,

With simple faith; like friendship, draw me after
The dreamy patience that is theirs forever. 

Madison Julius Cawein

By Chloe Peter

In fifth grade, Simone 
Hardeman-Jones was 
asked to identify a 
social  problem 
and identify a 
solution. She 
chose to have 
h e r  c l a s s -
mate s  and 
c o m m u n i -
ty help her 
in  wr i t ing 
l e t t e r s  t o 
a  c o m p a -
ny that sold 
baby formula 
in developing 
countries. The 
formula needed 
clean water to be 
safe for the babies, 
but that was difficult 
for mothers living in pover-
ty to access. She felt that, in send-
ing letters and making her voice heard, 
she could have a powerful impact on the 
world. 

Hardeman-Jones said that this led to 
her career in community activism. When 
she was offered the position of executive 
director at Greenlight Fund Twin Cities, 
she accepted. 

GreenLight Fund is a national non-
profit with a local focus that partners with 
communities to create opportunities for 
inclusive prosperity. Each year, the fund 
is focused on identifying one critical, 
unmet community need, and begins to 

take specific action against that to make 
real change. 

“We seek to elevate our 
community’s knowledge 

and lived experience 
through our commu-

nity-driven process 
which centers on 

e l eva t ing  pe r -
s i s t e n t  l o c a l 
needs not being 
met by exist-
ing  se rv ices, 
p r o g r a m s , 
or  organiza -
tions,” Harde-
man-Jones said.

In  f a l l  o f 
2020, GreenLight 

Fund Twin Cities 
began engaging in 

its annual communi-
ty engagement process 

by connecting with local 
leaders and residents to un-

derstand the prevalent issues of 
today and gaps in services that exist. They 
created a local Selection Advisory Council 
(SAC) to guide how and where GreenLight 
will focus energy and resources. In part-
nership with the SAC, and through many 
conversations with community leaders 
and residents, GreenLight chose commu-
nity safety as a focus area for the year. This 
began the investment in Let Everyone Ad-
vance with Dignity Minneapolis (LEAD). 

“The collective goal is to decrease re-
cidivism and improve stability and out-
comes for those facing behavioral health 
challenges often criminalized in our cur-

rent systems,” Hardeman-Jones said. 
LEAD Minneapolis is a public health 

approach to community safety that works 
with individuals cycling in and out of the 
legal system and gives the option of work-
ing with a case manager on a long-term 
basis. Case managers utilize a harm reduc-
tion, trauma-informed approach in build-
ing relationships with LEAD participants 
to support them in their individually iden-
tified goals. 

Whether it is a need for support get-
ting one’s birth certificate so that they can 
apply for a job or a need for a hot meal 
one night, case managers are there with 
participants every step of the way for as 
long as they need support. This initiative 
is held by community with its collabora-
tive implementation structure bringing a 
cross section of community leaders, neigh-
borhood residents, business owners and 
government officials together in partner-
ship with case managers. 

“As we connected with leaders in the 
Lake Street Corridor, we heard loud and 
clear that now is the time to de-center law 
enforcement and center the community in 
our efforts to reshape public safety,” Hard-
eman-Jones said.

LEAD Minneapolis will focus on the 
Lake Street Corridor. With the relation-
ships built with their case managers, LEAD 
participants will have a higher chance of 
finding mental health services, substance 
abuse support, housing, and employment 
than they would trying to navigate the sys-
tem on their own.  With over 50 partici-
pants in LEAD Minneapolis by midsum-
mer 2023 growing to 200+ in the Twin 
Cities over the next four years, this pro-
gram will lower recidivism by 50%, in-
crease social support by 35% and improve 
relationships with residents, law enforce-
ment, business owners, and many more.

 “We know that business owners and 
community members along Lake Street are 
in daily contact with potential LEAD par-
ticipants and know that these individuals 
often just need support denied to them in 

a system that focuses on punishment rath-
er than support,” Hardeman-Jones said.

LEAD is rooted in a harm reduction 
approach, allowing people to receive sup-
port that they are ready for and also al-
lowing people to take their course of heal-
ing with the understanding that progress 
isn’t linear. Individuals will never gradu-
ate from the LEAD program. If someone 
feels like they are doing well enough to 
stop seeing their case manager after three 
months and then find themselves in a cri-
sis six months later, they are always able 
to call their case manager and receive sup-
port. More information on how to help 
LEAD and GreenLight Twin Cities can be 
found at https://greenlightfund.org/sites/
twin-cities/. 

“Through understanding some of the 
root causes of why people are struggling 
rather than tying them to a legal system 
that wasn’t designed to meet people where 
they are, see their humanity and get to the 
root of any issues they may be struggling 
to overcome,” Hardeman-Jones said. 

COMMUNITY SAFETY INITIATIVE:
National nonprofit GreenLight to empower 
Lake Street residents to reduce police interactions

Simone Hardeman-Jones, executive director of 
GreenLight Fund Twin Cities and a former Obama 
Administration staffer, knows the Lake Street 
corridor well. She grew up near there and said, 
“It’s a hub of entrepreneurship and culture built 
and sustained by Black, Indigenous, Latinx and 
immigrant communities.” (Photo submitted)
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in the city,” he said.
The 911 operators are trained to dis-

patch the calls to the appropriate resource, 
whether it be BCR or the Minneapolis Po-
lice Department (MPD) or another agency. 
The calls are directed based on Problem 
Nature Codes (PNCs) and there are over 
130 different PNCs. Calls for the BCR are 
divided into priority 1, a behavioral crisis 
response, or priority 2, a behavioral crisis 
response welfare check.  Another call code 
is Person in Crisis (PIC).

“A PNC code can change throughout 
the nature of the call,” Crouch-Dodson 
explained. “A call may start as one thing 
and end up being another.” Overall, 88 
percent of MPD calls have been diverted to 
BCR calls.

Regarding the fact that mental health 
crises are not limited to just weekdays, 
Crouch-Dodson emphasized that the proj-
ect is hoping for full coverage on week-
ends as well, and more vans are needed. 

“This is a pilot program,” he said. 
“Canopy Roots being able to staff so 
quickly is great.”

Minneapolis Office of Performance 
and Innovation Director Bryan Smith said 
that time is required to get the job descrip-
tions out for the mental health profession-
als and to train them and the 911 oper-
ators. “We are serious about getting the 
right people to do this,” he said.

POLICE POSITIVE ABOUT BCR
In his report to the committee, MPD 

Deputy Chief Eric Fors said that anybody 
who has worked with the public recogniz-
es the crises out there. “Law enforcement 
wants that deeper level of understanding,” 
he said. “The feedback from the rank and 
file has been very positive. They have gen-
erally asked when BCR will be expanding.”

He noted, “Because of the dangerous-
ness of a call, it may require a police re-
sponse. But when we arrive we may call 
BCR. It’s sometimes not clear until we 
get there that it’s a mental health call.” 
He said repetitive calls for help are often 
sent to embedded social workers. “There 
is a facility at 1800 Chicago Avenue that 
is staffed by county social workers, and it 
is a place where we can voluntarily bring 
people.”

Joni Hodne, assistant director for 
911, said her agency was able to build the 
training program when the pilot project 
began and help the BCR team figure out 
the best training for them. “We went slow-
ly because we had to teach how the first 
responder system works, talking on the 
radio and how to keep the public safe and 
our responders safe.”

She said the 911 call takers are highly 
trained and received additional training 
through the Mental Health Foundation to 
strengthen their ability to take a call and 
determine who is best to send. “It’s a job 

they do every day,” she said. “They decide 
what is suitable and safe for the BCR team 
to go into.” She said there are often more 
calls than they have vans or people to re-
spond to from the BCR team, but the pub-
lic needs a response. “So, we have to take 
calls and turn over to the MPD,” she said.

“As the program continues to grow 
and people request BCR specifically, it is 
going to be more difficult,” she continued. 
“We can’t say we cannot provide service. 
We work very closely with Canopy and its 
team, with their training program to get 
out on the street and with mental health.”

CALLS FOR ADVICE AND ASSISTANCE
Hodne said repeat callers are treated 

as first-time callers. “We do not want to 
put any past judgment on them, so we 
treat them with the same care and dis-
patch BCR every time.”

Crouch-Dodson inserted that the vast 
majority of BCR calls are for advice or as-
sistance; the second-most number of calls 
are regarding individuals who are gone by 
the time the van arrives. The third highest 
number of calls, according to him, are for 
individuals seeking voluntary transporta-
tion to places that will help them remain 
stable.

“Embedded social workers are being 
used as follow-up,” said Candace Hanson, 
program director of BCR. “They have in-
structed us to call them after a crisis has 
been resolved, should additional help be 
needed. We consult as a team and strate-
gize about what is available.” 

Hanson said the goals of the response 
may be to treat in place and to provide the 
least intrusive intervention. “Those goals 
may be at odds with each other, and we 
may need to lead the individual to a dif-
ferent safe location,” she said.

A BCR call may be resolved in differ-
ent ways, according to Hanson. “It can be 
emotional de-escalation, where we reduce 
the intensity of the situation. We can recy-
cle education, giving community members 
information about mental health, con-
necting them to services and resources. 
We can make appointments, asking them 
where they might have gone before. Or we 
can guide folks, using their natural sup-
ports that are already intact.  We can guide 
them through a panic attack.”

The great success in working with the 
MPD was something BCR had not expect-
ed, but Hansen said their relationship has 
been very positive. “It’s been very profes-
sional, and we have resolved (any issues) 
through conversation and collaboration,” 
she said. “Working with 911 dispatch has 
also been a big success for the program.”  
Hansen added that the Canopy BCR pilot 
program has gotten a very warm reception 
from the community. She said another 
positive is how much the BCR staff really 
love their work.

She admitted there are still challenges, 
with gaps remaining in the mental health 

system. But BCR is a work in progress. 
“Gathering information and data is par-
ticularly challenging,” she noted. “When 
someone is in crisis, that individual is not 
always the best historian.”

The BCR team is also hoping for a 
better relationship with Hennepin County. 

“In building this, Hennepin County 
and Hennepin Emergency Medical Ser-
vices (EMS) were at the table the whole 
time, about two years,” director Smith 
said. “It goes back to a misconception that 
if we came into existence, they would be 
replaced. But there’s enough work for ev-
erybody.”

He said, “EMS takes exception that we 
have designed a model that does not re-
quire police, and they have not been able 
to shed that as part of their policy. They 
could help us by having those conversa-
tions at a higher level more consistently so 
everyone understands what BCR is.”

‘BEST JOB I COULD ASK FOR’
Hansen said the BCR is looking for 

participants who are flexible, safety-mind-
ed but not fearful, and have a passion for 
working with the community. They are 
trained in de-escalation, CPR, detoxifi-
cation, communication with each other, 
safety measures in the field and how to 
work with radios and computers.

“We ask them how Canopy can help 
them find their own journey to wellness,” 
Hanson said. “We set time aside after every 
shift to debrief. We give them opportuni-
ties to sit down with a supervisor after a 
tough call. And after a really tough call, we 
don’t have them jump into another one.”

Two responders gave their own feel-
ings about the Canopy Roots project.

“Being able to come to the scene and 
have a recipient not trust who we are, but 
slowly see the wall start to fall is the high-
light of being a responder,” one worker 
said.

“I had been waiting for something 
like this,” said another. “It’s the best job I 
could ever ask for. Every day is a good day 
to go to work.”

AN ALTERNATIVE1
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WHAT TO EXPECT
Behavioral crisis responders arrive in vans with 
the Canopy Roots and City of Minneapolis logos 
printed on the side. The vans do not use bright 
lights or sirens. Responders wear navy blue shirts 
or jackets with “Behavioral Crisis Response” 
printed on the back. 

Responders must meet state requirements for 
mental health professionals or practitioners. They 
are:
• Culturally responsive
• Trained to de-escalate
• Experienced in helping people with trauma
• Respectful to race and gender identity

ELIGIBILITY CRITERIA
1. Seems to be a behavioral or mental health crisis
2. No weapon involved
3. No physical violence has occurred/is occurring
4. No medical emergency
5. Drugs/alcohol are not escalating the situation
6. Police request (must still meet criteria 1)

TAKEAWAYS
311: There has been an increase in the volume of 
police reports and parking complaints being filed 
online

Traffic control: 
The overnight parking team is responding to 
complaints city wide

911: All 911 staff are certified in Emergency 
Mental Health Dispatching (EMHD)

BCR: 
• The BCR has diverted over 1,400 911 calls from 
MPD. Collaboration with MPD is going well. 
• They have provided service to every neighbor-
hood, ward, and precinct. 
• Community members appreciate BCR’s work 
and responders feel they are having a meaningful 
impact. 
• Challenges include limited BCR capacity, 
limited options for connection to ongoing services, 
difficulty gathering feedback after BCR 
interactions.

NEXT STEPS
311: Continue offering unarmed reporting options 
to community

Traffic control: 
Further evaluation of the pilot to include inter-
views with traffic agents, 911 staff, etc.

911: Evaluate EMHD training and determine best 
options for future trainings

BCR: 
• Staff up BCR weekend shifts
• Continue working with IT and 911 to pull more 
nuance from available CAD data
• Evaluating additional pathways to get commu-
nity members connected to ongoing services
• Create cost estimates to help determine what 
investment would be needed to expand BCR

 Behavioral crisis responders arrive in vans with 
the Canopy Roots and City of Minneapolis logos 
printed on the sides. (Photo by Terry Faust)
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LYNLAKE STREET ART SERIES
The 2022 LynLake Street Art Series is 

back for its fifth year July 16-17, and is 
looking for volunteers. Over 50 artists will 
visit LynLake and Uptown to paint over 
30 walls. There will be food trucks, ven-
dors and spray paint demos.

GOT IDEAS FOR A VACANT LOT?
The Whittier Alliance purchased a va-

cant lot at 21st and Nicollet last year, and 
is in the process of drafting a request for 
proposals to select a community develop-
er to help them build a new project there 
that ideally meets some neighborhood 
needs in a creative way. To inform those 
priorities, Whittier Alliance is seeking 
community input through a survey. It’s 
available in English, Spanish, and Somali 
on their website.

TANGLETOWN, CREEK WALKING TOUR
Take a local walking tour through Pre-

serve Minneapolis led by Tangletown res-
ident and neighborhood historian Tom 
Balcom on Tuesday, July 19 from 6-8 p.m. 
Explore the winding streets and creek en-
vironment of the neighborhood originally 
known as Washburn Park. Learn about 
landmark sites such as the Washburn 
Water Tower, the Harry Wild Jones House, 
Washburn Memorial Orphan Asylum 
(where Justice Alan Page Middle School 
now stands), and the Minnehaha Creek, 
parkway, bridges, woods, and trails. 

UNITY CONFERENCE DRAWS NATIVE YOUTH
More than 1,600 Native youth from 

across the country are anticipated to at-
tend the United National Indian Tribal 
Youth (UNITY) National Conference in 
Minneapolis, Minn., July 8-12 at the Min-
neapolis Convention Center. Attendees 
will hear from a variety of expert panel-
ists and speakers, and have access to more 
than 50 workshops covering issues that 
are timely and relevant to today’s Native 
youth. The conference keynote addresses 
will be delivered by Chef Stephanie “Pyet” 
DeSpain (Prairie Band Potawatomi), the 
first-ever winner of Gordon Ramsay’s 
“Next Level Chef” and James Anderson 
(Lac Courte Oreilles Band of Ojibwe), 
trainer, speaker, author, and co-founder of 
the Lifeskills Center for Leadership. 

FRANCE AVENUE RESURFACING AND BIKE LANES
Hennepin County is proposing to re-

surface France Ave S. from Excelsior Blvd. 
to W. 49th St. and is considering the addi-
tion of bike lanes to the new surface.Feed-
back is important in this process. Com-
ment about the proposed restriping work, 
removing on-street parking and adding 
bike lanes in residential areas. Submit a 
written comment or attend the upcoming 
event in the Fulton neighborhood; date to 
be determined.

SERVE ON BICYCYLE ADVISORY COMMITTEE
The Minneapolis Bicycle Advisory 

Committee (BAC) works toward biking 
improvements, and involves people inter-
ested in city biking issues. The BAC is an 
advisory committee to the Mayor and City 
Council as well as the Park Board. It serves 
as a liaison to bicyclists, businesses, neigh-
borhoods, and other communities and 
agencies. The Ward 13 BAC seat is vacant.

YARD WASTE PICKUP CHANGES
As of June 20, yard waste pickup has 

changed from weekly to every other week 
for some parts of south, southwest and 
northeast Minneapolis to adjust for a staff 
shortage. Minneapolis Solid Waste & Recy-
cling customers in Ward 13 whose collec-
tion will change to every other week live 
south of Minnehaha Creek. Collection 
will be every other week on regular pick-
up day, but for the most efficient routes it 
might not align with your recycling week.

IN OUR NEIGHBORHOOD

NEIGHBORHOOD BRIEFS

It’s gardening season and if you’re like 
me, you’re frantically reading books like 
“Gardening for Dummies” while inces-
santly checking your garden to see if those 
seeds you planted two weeks ago have fi-
nally germinated. Let’s face it, not all of 
us are pro-gardeners. Some of us are more 
apt at drying out and killing seedlings. 

But fear not! Silently working on the 
streets of Pillsbury and 31st in the Lyn-
dale Neighborhood lies a group of Master 
Gardeners. What makes them Master Gar-
deners? They have completed a five-month 
course with the University of Minnesota 
Extension’s Master Gardening program to 
learn horticultural practices before com-
pleting 50 hours of community garden 
work and education.

Gardeners Scott Merth, Larry Cain, 
Ramaa Bhasin, Jenn Hudson, and Tricia 
Sletten are just some of these Master Gar-
deners, and they have directed their efforts 
to the Lyndale Pillsbury Farm at 3110 Pills-
bury Avenue this summer. Unlike the Lyn-
dale Neighborhood Association’s (LNA’s) 
other two community gardens where over 
70 neighbors pay for a plot to grow their 
own food, Pillsbury Farm was once col-
lectively managed by Youth Farm, a local 

youth gardening organization. Because 
Youth Farm worked on a collective garden-
ing model, it was pretty easy for LNA to 
turn this piece of land over to the Master 
Gardeners for the summer to once again 
make it a collectively maintained garden.

With neighbor volunteer help, the 
Master Gardeners will tend to the land all 
summer, and all cultivated produce will 
be donated to local food shelves. Their 
leadership and gardening knowledge is 
commendable, especially because it is all 
volunteer! 

While the Master Gardeners have 
already made a tremendous impact at 
Pillsbury Farm, they aren’t the only ex-
pert gardeners at Pillsbury Farm. Several 
neighbors, although not having taken the 
official Master Gardening course, are phe-
nomenal gardeners themselves.  

Two Lyndale gardeners and neigh-
bors, for instance, have rented plots in 
Pillsbury Farm for years. Employing tradi-
tional Mexican agricultural practices and 
irrigation techniques, they grow hundreds 

of hot peppers a summer, many of which 
they donate to other gardeners and com-
munity members. They have transformed 
collective garden spaces into flowering 
gardens and regularly aid the Master Gar-
deners. Their efforts epitomize the wealth 
of gardening experience and long cultivat-
ed expertise amongst many gardeners at 
Pillsbury Farm. 

Mixed together, the Master Gardeners 
at Pillsbury Farm, both official and not, 
have created a rich community of gar-
deners who are enthusiastic to share their 
gardening knowledge with the greater 
community. They want you to come learn 
from and with them at Pillsbury Farm this 
summer. 

Whether neighbors live in Lyndale or 
not, all are welcome to help with the col-
lective tending of Pillsbury Farm during or 
outside of scheduled workdays. Workdays 
occur at Pillsbury Farm the second Satur-
day of each month and on each Tuesday 
that follows that second Saturday (for July, 
they will be Saturday, July 9 and Tuesday, 
July 12). For neighbors who can’t make 
these work days, neighbors can still get in-
volved by emailing pillsbury22@lyndale.
org to figure out times to help and tasks 
that need to be done in the garden. 

Maybe I’ll forever be killing basil on 
my windowsill, but I, for one, am excited 
to learn from the Master Gardeners at Pill-
sbury Farm, officially designated as such 

or not. 

LYNDALE

NEIGHBORHOOD
ASSOCIATION

BY 
KENZIE IMHOFF, 

MASTER GARDENERS OF LYNDALE (OFFICIAL AND NOT) 

By Beth Waterhouse

Hope comes in many sizes and colors 
these days. And although it is a four-let-
ter word, it can also be spelled in five let-
ters: SOLAR. It’s not every church in south 
Minneapolis that invested in solar energy 
right as the pandemic hit, and the pres-
ence of our solar panels has not only given 
us hope but has actually encouraged a few 
new members.  

There are several ways that a commu-
nity can step out on the climate justice 
issue and work to get itself off the grid, so 
to speak. Judson Church on 41st and Har-
riet Avenue has chosen to install 140 solar 
panels, which are now starting to make a 
difference. As we gain a little history with 
the panels fully installed and connected to 
Xcel Energy, we begin to learn about our 
energy savings. Here are some statistics 
and lessons covering a 60-day period from 
mid-February to mid-April of this year:  

• Snow on the flat panels makes 
a huge difference, and although winters 
can be bright, leafless times, intermittent 
snowfalls make a negative difference, of 
course.  

• During the summers, we expect to 
generate 8000 or 9000 kilowatt hours 
monthly. In the snowy winter month of 
February/March, that figure was only 3986 
kilowatt hours of energy.  

• The church uses about 21,000 kilo-
watt hours of electricity during a compar-

ative 60-day period. We hope to generate 
about one-third of that with the solar pan-
els, or better.  

• We also receive a dollar-credit for 
the energy that the panels put back on 
the main grid during any given period. 
For this 60-day timeframe, that credit was 
$1,034.  

• We will soon have live-display soft-
ware that can teach anyone in the Judson 
foyer about the solar panels and the day-
by-day impact of our system.  

• As of June 1, 2022, we will surpass 
70,000 kWh generated by this system – 
that is a lot of carbon saved!  

Judson Church has a small working 
committee that calls itself the “Environ-
mental/Climate Justice Team.” We are also 
a designated “climate justice congrega-
tion” with Minnesota Interfaith Power and 
Light. Through the climate justice team, 
we attempt to educate ourselves and any 

in the congregation ready to learn more 
about climate and to encourage action 
steps that are personal or organizational.  
The solar panels were a definite step in 
that direction in 2020.  

But there is a history of environmen-
tal awareness at Judson. Back in 2019, the 
church was awarded a grant to develop an 
organics recycling program now in place 
for our congregation’s use and for the Jud-
son Preschool well known in our commu-
nity. Other environmental actions include 
a beautiful rain garden (created in previ-
ous years) to lessen the amount of rain-
water that goes into the city system, bike 
racks installed along the boulevards near 
our building, speakers and other educa-
tional offerings for church members, and 
ways to connect to the neighborhood such 
as through the “Open Streets” on Lyndale 
that was held in June.  

JUDSON CHURCH 
SHINES ON

Kenzie Imhoff is the Lyndale Neighbor-
hood Association Equity and Justice 

Organizer.

4-H’ERS PRESENTED THEIR BEST AT COUNTY FAIR
Hennepin County Fair results are in.  

Forty-one 4-H youth from the county par-
ticipated in the 4-H project judging at the 
Hennepin County Fair June 16-19, held 
at Corcoran Lions Park.  In total over 80 
projects were entered and judged by Min-
nesota makers and educators.  Results can 
be found here: z.umn.edu/HC4Hresults

4-H’ers demonstrated their skills and 

knowledge in photography, STEM, fine 
arts, agronomy, animal science, family 
consumer science, citizenship, leadership, 
and more. Twenty-six youth will represent 
Hennepin County 4-H at the Minnesota 
State Fair. 

Summer 4-H Events leading up to the 
Minnesota State Fair:

• July 16 - 4-H Animal Science Day 

at the Ramsey County Fair Rabbit breed, 
poultry fun show, animal science projects

• July 30 - Hennepin County 4-H 
Horse Show

• July 30-31 - Hennepin County 4-H 
Dog Show

• Aug. 10 - State Horse Show & State 
Dog Show registration deadline

To learn more about 4-H in Hennepin 
County, call Alyssa Woodard at 612-405-
9035 or visit the website.
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CRISIS HOTLINE
Call the Minnesota Day One Crisis Hotline at 
1-866-223-1111 if you or someone you know 
is seeking shelter due to a dangerous relation-
ship or needs to create a safety plan.

PAINTING
Painting, wallpaper patch. Interior, exterior. 
Small jobs wanted. Jim. 612-202-5514.

VINTAGE LIGHTING ALE
The Lamp Mender Lighting Inventory 
Reduction Sale: Fixtures, sconces, lamps, 
glass (keeping our space). 9911 Lyndale Ave 
S, Bloomington. Open 10am-4pm Sat, Sun, 
Tues, Wed, Thurs. Closed Mon & Fri. www.
lampmender.com

MARKETPLACE

HOME BOOK YOUR CLASSIFIED WORD AD AT $1/WORD  @ www.swconnector.com or call 612-345-9998.

2 7 2 0  We s t  4 3 rd S t ,  L i n d e n  H i l l s
everettandcharlie.com

ART FOR LIVING  |  GIFTS FOR GIVING

HIRING: CARRIERS  FOR WALKING ROUTES

Get exercise.
Work flexible hours.

Save up for that trip. 

Support democracy.

Say hi to your neighbors.

Email Delivery@SWconnector.com 
or call/text 612-235-7197.

FREE ESTIMATES

• Interior & Exterior Painting • Plaster / Sheetrock Repair
• Wood Stripping & Refinishing • Ceiling Texturing / Repair
• Wallpaper Stripping / Wall Repair / Skim Coating

FREE ESTIMATES

• Interior & Exterior Painting • Plaster / Sheetrock Repair
• Wood Stripping & Refinishing • Ceiling Texturing / Repair
• Wallpaper Stripping / Wall Repair / Skim Coating

FREE ESTIMATES

• Interior & Exterior Painting • Plaster / Sheetrock Repair
• Wood Stripping & Refinishing • Ceiling Texturing / Repair
• Wallpaper Stripping / Wall Repair / Skim Coating

(612) 827-6140 or (651) 699-6140
WWW.PAINTINGBYJERRYWIND.COM

FREE ESTIMATES

• Interior & Exterior Painting   •   Plaster / Sheetrock Repair
• Wood Stripping & Refinishing   •   Ceiling Texturing / Repair

• Wallpaper Stripping / Wall Repair / Skim Coating

Matthew Molinaro
FREE ESTIMATES 

lic&Insured | certified arborist MN-4551A

TREE TRIMMING, 
REMOVAL & STUMP 

GRINDING

612.239.2508
MolinaroTree.com

“Adin and his team did a great job. 
The result was better than we anticipated.”  ~ Homeowner

Small, family-run business.
20+ years experience.

CB Concrete 
and Masonry LLC

cbconcreteandmasonry.com
adin_bly@yahoo.com 

651-583-4713

STUMP GRINDING 
612-724-6045

Family Family 

Owned Owned 

for Over for Over 

60 Years60 Years

Insured | References

Interior & Exterior Painting 
Insurance Claims • Patching
Wood Finishing • Carpentry
• Exterior Wood Restoration

Water Damage Repair • Enameling

greg@chileen.comgreg@chileen.com 612-850-0325612-850-0325
greg@chileen.com

612-850-0325

Interior & Exterior Painting • Insurance Claims
Wood Finishing • Exterior Wood Restoration

Water Damage Repair • Patching • Enameling

Free Estimates

Family Owned 
for Over 60 Years
Insured  |  References

Chileen Painting SWJ HG 032119 H 1-3.indd   2 3/18/19   12:09 PMgreg@chileen.com

612-850-0325

Interior & Exterior Painting • Insurance Claims
Wood Finishing • Exterior Wood Restoration

Water Damage Repair • Patching • Enameling

Free Estimates

Family Owned 
for Over 60 Years
Insured  |  References

Chileen Painting SWJ HG 032119 H 1-3.indd   2 3/18/19   12:09 PM

CONTACT SUZIE TODAY!
Ads@SWconnector.com 

612-255-1180

MEET YOUR SALES REP
SUZIE MARTY
believes in buying local and shopping local. She has 
held various positions over the years that promote 
local artists and tourism, including as an art buyer 
for Love from Minnesota Company, artisan man-
ager at St. Croix Promotions and Retail, and docent 
at MIA. She is the owner of Everett & Charlie, a 
Linden Hills art gallery where art meets experience. 
It features only Minnesota artists. She is a TMC 
Publications marketing specialist, and can help you 
develop a comprehensive marketing plan that fits 
your budget and needs.

Get a job delivering newspapers and earn $11-15/hr

TRANSFORMATIONAL 
COACHING 

Michele@CenterWithin.com
612-465-9775

CenterWithin.com

Get 
started 

with a FREE 
20-minute 
consult.

Create a 
personal & 
professional 
life you love

 Michele 
Rae

Suzie: Ads@swconnector.com 
612-255-1180

GREAT RESIGNATION?
Advertise here for great talent who want to 

live and work in the neighborhood. 

AFFECTED BY THE
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technology is being developed to focus 
on serving the specific needs of students 
from Native American, Latino, and under-
served or rural communities. The video 
game company 
has had a suc-
cess rate of 300 
percent improve-
ment of  math 
skills in the con-
trol group. 

“For many 
kids  f rom the 
c o m m u n i t i e s 
r e f l e c t e d  i n 
our games, our 
games are the 
first time they 
have seen kids 
and communi-
ties like theirs 
in any kind of 
video game or 
even of ten  in 
the i r  cu r r i cu -
lum,” said Ortiz. 
“There is something incredibly powerful 
and empowering about seeing yourself 
and your reality reflected in what you’re 
learning and for far too many children 
that doesn’t happen.”

To the employees of 7 Generation 
Games, math, and social studies “go 
together like peanut butter and jelly.”  
They use examples such as the Dakota 
knowing how many buffalo to hunt so 
they would have the food needed to get 
through the winter here in the plains. 
The Mayans are also an example being 
one of the first societies to develop a con-
cept of zero in mathematics and Indige-
nous tribes - long predating colonization 
- traded. Their video games cover math 
concepts such as division, multiplication, 

fractions, and statistics. 
“We are firm believers that math is 

best learned when it’s presented in con-
text - and when you look at social stud-
ies through the lens of how math was 
used, you see that not only has there al-
ways been math, but math is everywhere,” 
Burns Ortiz said. 

Burns Ortiz mentioned that one of 
the most powerful parts for kids of using 
games to learn is that it takes the fear out 
of failing. She believes that the education 
system does not do enough to encourage 
the approach that failing is not always bad 
in the classroom. 7 Generation Games 
designed the educational parts of their 

games to be modeled after effective teach-
ers, with built in hints and additional ex-
planation when kids need more help. 

“We knew that that we could not fix 
everything when it comes to education, 
but that we could use our backgrounds 
in education, narrative and technology to 
create something that might help make a 
difference,” Burns Ortiz said. 

7 Generation Games pays attention to 
historical accuracy so that everyone may 
learn about cultures including cultures 
that differ from their own. From game de-
sign workshops with community youth to 
developing curriculum with cultural ex-
perts, such as elders who are from and in 

those communities, every element of cul-
ture in the games has come from and been 
vetted by the communities depicted.

 “Our company is 90% Black, Indig-
enous or Latino and we’re 55% women,” 
Burns Ortiz said. “We believe that not 
only is it important to create diverse cur-
riculum, but that diversity and equity 
can’t just be something you talk and teach 
about, but it has to be something you em-
body.”

They are currently raising money to 
expand and grow 7 Generation Games, es-
pecially around their new product - 7 Gen 
Blocks - which is a game development 
platform they have created to make it easi-
er to develop educational games. 7 Gener-
ation is raising that money via a commu-
nity round, which allows anyone to invest 
for as little as $100. Anyone interested in 
investing in their community round or 
even just learning more about what they 
do can go to www.7generationgames/.

OMG, We’re ten!
It’s been 10 years since we opened our doors in 
Linden Hills, and it’s time to party with you, our beloved 
customers! Please stop by and celebrate Owl’s 10th 
year with 10% OFF all of July. Details and other 
celebratory specials and events at owloptical.com.

4318 Upton Av S, Minneapolis • 612-367-4106

Where a dog 
can be a dog!

612-722-3647 •  www.funcitydogs.com

Daycare & No 
cage boarding
Webcams

24-hour supervision
South Mpls

15,000 sq ft 
of indoor and 
outdoor space

GAMES BRIDGE GAP1

We are firm believers 
that math is best 
learned when it’s pre-
sented in context 
- and when you look at 
social studies through 
the lens of how math 
was used, you see that 
not only has there 
always been math, but 
math is everywhere.” 
Maria Burns Ortiz 7 Generation Games envisions an educational system where all communities have the tools and 

resources needed to foster strong connections to their heritage while creating new opportunities for 
their future. Their mission is to break down the barriers to education and life-long success that 
underserved students face. (Photo submitted)

GAMES FROM  7 GENERATION:
• AzTech: The Story Begins
• AzTech: Meet the Maya
• AzTech: Empiric Empire 
• Disaster Deduction Detectives
• Fish Lake 
• Forgotten Trail
• Making Camp Ojibwe 
• Making Camp Bilingual
• Making Camp Lakota
• Making Camp Premium
• Making Camp Dakota - Past and Present 
• Making Camp Navajo 
• Spirit Lake 
• Spirit Lake Beginnings - Lakota 
• Math the Universal Language 
• Math the Universal Language Dakota 
• Math the Universal Language Lakota


