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Did politics 
mix with O.B. 
town business? 
BY ANNEMARIE DURKIN
adurkin@liherald.com

The Nassau County district 
attorney’s office launched an 
investigation last 
December into alle-
gations that the 
Town of  Oyster 
Bay’s deputy super-
visor, Greg Carman, 
sent letters to some 
town employees 
seeking political 
contributions for the 
Farmingdale Repub-
lican Committee, 
which he serves as 
executive leader. In 
September, District 
Attorney Madeline 
Singas concluded 
that Carman may 
have sought contri-
butions from town 
e m p l o ye e s ,  a n d 
asked for different 
amounts of  money 
based on their sala-
ries. 

Carman could not be reached 
for comment.

At Tuesday’s Town Board 
meeting, one resident said he 
was concerned that no action 
had been taken against Carman, 
despite the D.A.’s findings, 
which were released over a 

month ago. Carman is also still 
involved with the town ethics 
board, sitting in on interviews 
with potential board candidates, 
which Syosset resident Kevin 

McKenna said also 
needed to be a sepa-
rate investigation.

“Mr. Supervisor, I 
request, on behalf  
of  the public, that 
you demand the eth-
ics board have a 
meeting and make a 
statement about this 
before the election,” 
M c K e n n a  s a i d , 
addressing Town 
Supervisor Joseph 
Saladino. “The depu-
ty supervisor should 
be prevented from 
having any involve-
ment right now in 
the ethics board — 
the ethics board that 
needs to take a look 
at what he did. This 
is just bizarre. It’s 
just unbelievable.” 

According to the district 
attorney’s report, from March 
2020 through the beginning of  
October 2020, the town approved 
raises for 151 employees, 32 of  
whom were working on the state 

CONTINUED ON PAGE 9

L.V. school community remains  
divided on mask mandate lawsuit 
BY LAURA LANE
llane@liherald.com

The Locust Valley School Dis-
trict’s lawsuit against New York 
state in response to its school 
mask mandate continued to take 
center stage at the district’s Oct. 
19 Board of  Education meeting. 
Board Vice President Margaret 
Marchand did not wear a mask, 
and Trustee Lauren Themis 

wore one intermittently, defying 
the state Department of  Health’s 
mandate that masks be worn in 
schools by students, faculty, staff  
and visitors. Many meeting 
attendees were mask-less as well, 
which one parent said was per-
mitted, because the policy was 
only a mandate, not a law.

During the public session, 
Amy Pryhocki-Hartnett, of  Bay-
ville, said that after submitting a 

Freedom of  Information Law 
request, she had learned that the 
district retained the law firm 
Hamburger, Maxson, Yaffe, & 
Martingale in August, to chal-
lenge the mandate. The district 
paid the firm just over $7,600 for 
two days’ work — half  of  what 
the firm was owed, Pryhocki-
Hartnett said, because the Mass-
apequa School District, which 

Elisa Dragotto/Herald

Walking with the ghosts of Raynham Hall 
A unique Halloween event is coming to the hamlet this weekend, courtesy of Raynham Hall 
Museum. Residents will have an opportunity to walk alongside giant ghostly puppets of ancient 
Townsend family members — and dance the night away too. Story, Page 4. 

CONTINUED ON PAGE 2
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Y ou need to 
terminate 

Deputy Super-
visor Greg 
Carman. What 
he did was 
shake down 
employees 
for their hard-
earned money.

KEVIN 
MCKENNA 
Syosset



School board allows mask-less to remain at meeting
joined the lawsuit, paid the other half. 

“That is $3,807.63 per day that we spent 
to fight a losing battle against the state,” 
Pryhocki-Hartnett said. 
“I find myself  without 
the language to ade-
quately express my dis-
gust and outrage that 
monies  that  could 
enrich the educational 
experiences of  our chil-
dren are being squan-
dered at a rate of  almost 
$4,000 per day.”

The contract between 
the district and Ham-
burger, a copy of  which 
was obtained by the Her-
ald, was sent to school 
board President Brian 
Nolan and the board on 
Aug. 30. It stated that 
LVSD would be billed for 
work done on the law-
suit at $325 per hour for 
firm partners and $250 
per hour for associates. The district was 
also responsible for “costs and disburse-
ments, which include photocopies, post-
age, Federal Express, court fees, expert 
fees.” LVSD is receiving a monthly bill 
from Hamburger. 

One of  Pryhocki-Hartnett’s concerns, 
she said, was that she could not find a ter-
mination-of-contract clause in the docu-

ment. She asked the board whether that 
meant that the district, even under a dif-
ferent board, would be unable to drop the 
lawsuit. District attorney Christopher 
Venator said that because he did not have 

the contract on hand, he 
could not answer Pry-
hocki-Hartnett’s ques-
tion. 

When Nolan told her 
that her time to speak 
was up, Pryhocki-Hart-
nett  refused to leave the 
podium. “I will not relin-
quish this platform,” 
she said. “[Marchand 
and Themis] don’t wear 
a mask, which is the law. 
. . . I won’t relinquish to 
a [time limit] policy by a 
board who don’t follow 
the law. So you can take 
out your cameras and 
watch them drag me out 
of  here. I am not giving 
up this podium.”

Nolan said he wanted 
to make a motion to go into executive ses-
sion. But the district clerk, Susan Ham-
merschmidt, said that Nolan had to state 
a reason. “I’d like to enter executive ses-
sion to have a meeting with counsel,” 
Nolan said. When no one made a motion 
to do so, Nolan asked again for a motion, 
prompting Trustee George Vasiliou to do 
so. But no one would second it, which is 

required before a vote can be taken. So 
Nolan seconded the motion himself  and 
then asked who was in favor. When no one 
raised a hand except Nolan, he redirected 
his attention to Pryhocki-Hartnett. 

“Miss Hartnett, your time 
is up for public comment,” he 
said again.

“You took an oath that you 
would follow the law,” Pry-
hocki-Hartnett responded.

“It’s now the next person’s 
turn,” Nolan said. 

When Pryhocki-Hartnett 
refused, Nolan said she could 
sign up for the second public 
comment session at the end 
of  the meeting.

“No, thank you,” Pry-
hocki-Hartnett said. 

Nolan moved the meeting 
forward. He invited student 
government Co-presidents 
Caitlin Bianco and Gia Villel-
la and Vice President Elisa-
beth Dunne to share their 
student report. Pryhocki-
Harnett stepped aside until they were fin-
ished, and then stood at the microphone 
again.

Nolan could be heard quietly saying 
that he needed the “support of  the board 
now” to go into executive session, direct-
ing his comment to Marchand. He also 
suggested adjourning the meeting. 

Pryhocki-Hartnett asked once again if  
the district could dismiss the lawsuit 
absent such a clause in the contract. 
When Venator answered yes, she 
returned to her seat. 

Her husband, Michael Hartnett, a 
teacher in the Jericho School District, 
said there was much discussion about the 
lawsuit among educators and administra-
tors outside the LVSD. In Jericho, he said, 
everyone wears masks, and it has never 
been an issue. 

“What I have heard in education cir-
cles around Long Island are questions 
about just what Locust Valley is thinking 
by pursuing a lawsuit about the masks 
mandate,” Hartnett said. “As one educator 
from a neighboring district said to me, 

‘That’s a pretty bad use of  educational 
resources,’ and a parent in Jericho asked, 
‘It can’t be great for property values, can 
it?’”

He asked that the board focus on the 
“right priorities” and drop 
the lawsuit. 

Another parent, Tara Jew-
ell, asked why parents were 
told that if  children were 
masked, they would not have 
to quarantine if  a student had 
been exposed to the coronavi-
rus. She wanted to know why 
that policy wasn’t followed. 

“Why was the entire fifth 
grade at [Locust Valley Inter-
mediate School] placed on 
remote learning if  they were 
wearing masks in school?” 
she asked. “Especially when 
only 13 kids in the whole 
grade tested positive from an 
outside-school exposure?”

Jewell also wanted to 
know why some teachers 
were threatening children 

who were not complying with mask wear-
ing with disciplinary action when “all 
these kids want to do is breath.”

The children are being harassed and 
bullied, Jewell said. “The lawsuit is not 
just about masks. It’s about choice, and 
bringing the decisions back to the local 
level.” 

Theresa Malouf, another parent, said 
she was fearful of  sharing her home 
address, which is customarily announced 
before someone speaks during the public 
session. When she and her husband spoke 
at previous board meetings they were 
“booed, laughed at and mocked,” Malouf  
said. She accused the board trustees of  
violating their code of  conduct, which 
states that they must address issues of  
harassment. 

When another attendee, Katie Henry, 
of  Bayville, spoke, she began by saying 
she supported parental choice. Then she 
asked if  somehow everyone could be unit-
ed as a community for the children’s sake, 
something that other parents mentioned, 
too. 

CONTINUED FROM FRONT PAGE

W hat I have heard 
in education 

circles around Long 
Island are questions 
about just what Locust 
Valley is thinking by 
pursuing a lawsuit 
about the masks 
mandate.

MICHAEL HARTNETT
Bayville

Five Locust Valley High School stu-
dents have been named as College 
Board National Recognition Program 
Scholars. More than 80,000 students 
from all 50 states were eligible to join 
the recognition program, with 32,000 
students earning the recognition this 
year. 

To be named a scholar, students 
must have a grade point average of  90 
or above and have scored exceptionally 

on the PSAT or scored at least a three 
on two or more Advanced Placement 
exams. Eligible students are also those 
who identify as African American or 
Black, Hispanic American or Latinx, 
Indigenous or attend school in a rural 
or small town.

Seniors Trinity Benstock, Jose-
phine DeBono, Jennys Sierra and 
juniors Sophia Del Giudice and Nikki-
ta Kissoon received the recognition. 

LVHS students named  
National Program Scholars

S o you can 
take out 

your cameras 
and watch 
them drag me 
out of here. I 
am not giving 
up this podium.

AMY PRYHOCKI-
HARTNETT
Bayville
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WHAT’S UP NEXT DOOR AND AROUND THE CORNER

HERALD NEIGHBORS

New galleries debut and welcome fall to Oyster Bay

Courtesy Jerelyn Hanrahan

JERELYN HANRAHAN, HAS a gallery on Spring Street which exhibited a number of local artists for the 
event, as well as some pieces of her own. 

BY ANNEMARIE DURKIN
adurkin@liherald.com

The art galleries and studios of  Oyster 
Bay, in addition to Hive Market and Mak-
er’s Space, hosted the third Oyster Bay 
Art Night this year on Oct. 22. The four 
galleries and studios invited guests inside 
to enjoy art exhibits, some of  which 
debuted that night. Art Night is as a way 
to promote the art scene in the hamlet.

Of  the galleries that opened their 
doors for Art Night, two studios, Project 
Space Gallery and Nola Zirin Studios, 
were new additions to the event, which 
doubled the number of  art spaces opening 
for Art Night this year compared to last.

Project Space Gallery and Studio is a 
new creative studio and art gallery creat-
ed to showcase the work of  students and 
faculty of  The Teaching Studios of  Art, 
which is just across the street, as well as 
exhibitions of  emerging and mid-career 
artists organized by guest curators.  

“This new resurgence of  diverse artis-
tic interests makes us very optimistic 
about the future,” Robert Zeller, the artist 
and director of  Teaching Studios, said in 
a statement. “Good aesthetics can reinvig-
orate a community and events like this 
will help achieve that.”

The hamlet already has beautiful natu-
ral and architectural vistas, he added. 
And adding a vibrant art scene will bene-
fit everyone.

Currently on display is a rare exhibi-
tion of  Zeller’s early work titled, “Juvenil-
ia,” which are  literary, musical or artistic 
works produced by an artist during their 

youth. 
Additionally, as part of  the Art Walk, 

Zeller exhibited some of  his early work 
for one night only: a rare selection of  
paintings from his “Virgin of  The Mall” 
series from the years 2003 to 2006, which 
aided him in winning a Pollock Kranser 
Foundation Grant in 2007. 

The other Art Night newbie, Nola 
Zirin Studios, is the newest addition to 
the growing cluster of  art spaces in the 
Audrey Avenue corridor of  Oyster Bay. 
An accomplished American artist, gallery 
namesake, Nola Zirin’s gallery features a 
number of  artists’ work, including her 
own paintings, which she works on singu-
lar and multi-paneled surfaces to create 
using a myriad of  media, combining actu-
al and depicted forms to each individual 

piece.
“Many people came and it was really 

well attended, which was quite exciting,” 
Zirin said. “It’s very important for people 
to speak with artists in person, see their 
work and start a discussion and relation-
ship with the arts.” 

Then she added, art is neglected in 
schools, making an event like Art Night 
even more important. 

Bahr Gallery, dedicated to late 1960s 
psychedelic poster art, invited guests to 
experience their many vintage Grateful 
Dead posters, in their fall “Art of  the 
Grateful Dead” exhibition, which opened 
on Oct. 2. It runs through Jan. 2, 2022. 

The centerpiece of  the Exhibition is a 
large first-print Aoxomoxoa poster from 
1969 that the band liked so much they had 

it converted into the cover of  their third 
album. Many new works from 1966-1969 
showcasing the psychedelic poster revolu-
tion are also on display. Posters by each of  
San Francisco’s “Big Five” poster artists 
— Wes Wilson, Stanley Mouse, Victor 
Moscoso, Rick Griffin and Alton Kelley 
are featured in the exhibition as well. 

“We are in the midst of  a true art 
renaissance and new businesses, from 
specialty chocolate stores to bookstores to 
several new restaurants. We are enliven-
ing the retail experience in Oyster Bay,” 
Ted Bahr, owner of  the Bahr Gallery, said. 

Atelier On Spring Galerie exhibited 
contemporary art. “The Paintings of  Oys-
ter Bay” were on view, and the new exhi-
bition “Other Voices,” debuted at Art 
Night. It is a group exhibition and immer-
sive gallery installation, with paintings 
that express an inner voice, developed 
through an intuitive process. “Other Voic-
es” include paintings by Jerelyn Hanrah-
an, Regina Bartkoff, Rick Prol, Jessica 
Nisson and Charles Schink.

“Art Night is great,” artist and owner 
of  AOS, Jerelyn Hanrahan said. “There 
are a lot of  new residents in Oyster Bay 
who moved here during the pandemic, so 
this was a good way for them to meet new 
people.”

Art Night attendees were also invited 
to Hive Market and Maker’s Space, on 
Audrey Avenue, to browse a variety of  
hand-crafted one-of-a-kind gifts, crafts and 
products made by local artisans, which 
the Market has available daily. 

Courtesy Robert Zeller

ROBERT ZELLER’S, “THE Dowry,” is part of the exhibition, “Juvenilia,” at 
Project Space Gallery of the Teaching Studios of Art. 

Courtesy Nola Zirin 

NOLA ZIRIN SAID her recent paintings navigate the use of geometric form in the con-
struction of imaginary environments. 



Raynham Hall Museum 
celebrates Halloween

Giant ghostly puppets of  ancient 
Townsend family members will once 
again lead costumed paraders and 
their four-legged friends through the 
hamlet for Raynham Hall Museum’s 
fifth annual Halloween Ghost Walk on 
Oct. 30 at 7:30 p.m. The puppets were 
designed and built by Superior Con-
cept Monsters, Inc., exclusively for 
Raynham Hall.

Treats will be available courtesy of  
the Life Enrichment Senior Center, 
Oyster Bay Main Street Association 
and Oyster Bay Historical Society. The 
parade kicks off  from Christ Church 
Rectory at 61 East Main Street, then 
heads north on White Street, south on 
South Street, west on Hamilton Ave-
nue, south on Audrey Avenue and 
through a walkway to Raynham Hall 
Museum.

Ghostly entertainment in the form 
of  two colonial-dressed stilt walkers 
will parade with revelers to a dance 
party in the parking lot adjacent to 
Raynham Hall Museum. The party will 
include music by volunteer DJ John 
Hubbard, with special entertainment 
featuring animated historical figures 
from the revolutionary era, as created 
by 1776AR. Food will be available for 
sale from the Cooper Bluff  and Coach 
Meeting House Food Truck, and beer 
will be available for purchase from 
Oyster Bay Brewing Company.

Families and their furry friends are 
welcome at this free event and partici-
pants are asked to bring lanterns and 
noise makers if  they have them. For 
further information, call Raynham 
Hall Museum at (516) 922-6808.

Elisa Dragotto/Herald

Raynham’s 2021 halloween parade will be the museum’s fifth Halloween 
parade, an annual event.

Neighbors iN the News

O.B. schools prepares for live musicals

Maria McKevitt honored by BOCES

The Oyster Bay-East Norwich Fine and 
Performing Arts Department is bringing 
two musicals to a live audience this 
November. 

On Nov. 5 at 7 p.m., the Middle Level 
Musical Revue will be performed at Oyster 
Bay High School. This year’s musical is a 
story told from the perspective of  popular 
villains, who will plot their revenge on 

heroes who have wronged them. For the 
middle level musical, tickets will be $10.

The James H. Vernon School musical will 
take place from Nov. 12 to 14. Students will 
put on a performance of  Madagascar Jr. and 
take the audience on a wild ride all over the 
globe. For this performance, tickets are sold 
as pairs for $20 and must be reserved in 
advance at  tchiappardi@obenschools.org.

Oyster Bay-East Norwich student 
Maria McKevitt, who is studying Police 
Science and Criminal Justice at Nassau 
BOCES Barry Tech, was honored recently 
for her notable achievements. She 
excelled in her studies and is well pre-
pared to enter the workforce, or to contin-
ue her education at career colleges and 
technical universities. Maria earned the 
Outstanding Student Award.

Barry Tech is a career and technical 

education high school that offers hands-
on courses designed to help students 
develop the skills they need to get a step 
ahead in their chosen career fields. Class-
es are taught in a facility simulating real-
world work environments that meet cur-
rent industry standards. After completing 
their studies, students can attend a two or 
four-year college, enter the workforce or 
continue advanced-career studies in a 
technical-training school.

Courtesy OBEN Schools

maRia mcKevitt (centeR) from the Oyster Bay-East Norwich School District, was hon-
ored with the Outstanding Student Award at Nassau BOCES Barry Tech. She was congrat-
ulated by, from left,  Dr. William Poll, Judith Hynes, Robert “B.A.” Schoen, Susan 
Bergtraum, Fran Langsner and Dr. Carla Theodorou from BOCES.
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RECRUITING A 
GREAT
TEAM 

IS REALLY SIMPLE.
A Growing Multi Media Company 

Based in Garden City Is Hiring:
• Receptionist

 • Human Resource Director
 • Reporter/Editor
 • Sales
 • Multi Media Coordinator
 • Drivers
 • Pressman/Press Helper

To join our team, please email your resume to 
careers@liherald.com or Call 516-569-4000 Ext #235

WE HIRE THE BEST

HOW TO REACH US
Our offices are located at 2 Endo Blvd. Garden City, NY 11530 and are open from 8:30 a.m. to 5:30 p.m., Monday through Friday.

MAIN PHONE: (516) 569-4000
■  WEB SITE: www.liherald.com/oysterbay

■   E-MAIl: Letters and other submissions: llane@liherald.com

■   EDITORIAl DEPARTMENT: Ext. 327 E-mail: oysterbayeditor@liherald.com Fax: (516) 569-4942

■   SUBSCRIPTIONS: Press ”7” E-mail: circ@liherald.com Fax: (516) 569-4942

■   ClASSIFIED ADVERTISING: Ext. 286 E-mail: ereynolds@liherald.com Fax: (516) 622-7460

■   DISPlAY ADVERTISING: Ext. 249 E-mail: sales@liherald.com Fax: (516) 569-4643

The Oyster Bay Herald USPS 416660, is published every Friday by Richner Communications, Inc., 2 Endo Blvd. Garden City, NY 11530. 
Periodicals postage paid at Garden City, NY 11530 and additional mailing offices. Postmaster send address changes to Oyster Bay Herald, 
2 Endo Blvd. Garden City, NY 11530. Subscriptions: $50 for 1 year within Nassau County, $60 for 1 year out of Nassau County or by qualified 
request in zip codes 11709, 11732, 11765, 11771.  © 2021 Richner Communications, Inc.  All rights reserved.

HERALD
________________  oyster bay  _______________
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Call 844-482-1838 or visit msk.org/LICare

MSK Commack   •   MSK Hauppauge   •   MSK Nassau

11
46

47
7



Oc
to

be
r 2

9,
 2

02
1 

— 
OY

ST
ER

 B
AY

 H
ER

AL
D

6

Friday, Oct. 29

Movie at the Library
Gold Coast Public Library Annex, 50 Rail-
road Ave., Glen Head, 2 to 4 p.m.  Watch 
“Rosemary’s Baby” (1968) at the library.  
Terrifying and darkly comic, “Rosemary’s 
Baby” stars Mia Farrow as a young mother-
to-be who grows suspicious that her over-
friendly neighbors (Sidney Blackmer and 
Oscar-winner Ruth Gordon) and self-
involved husband (John Cassavetes) are 
hatching a satanic plot against her and her 
baby. Roman Polanski’s horror masterpiece 
has never been outdone for sheer psycho-
logical terror. 

Special Halloween Storytime
Dress up in costume and join Miss 
Selina on the Bayville Free Library lawn 
at 4 p.m. for a special Halloween sto-
rytime. Don’t forget to take a treat bag 
before you leave. For ages 4 and up.

Saturday, Oct. 30
Halloween parade and festival
The Glencove Downtown Business 
Improvement District is hosting its 
annual Halloween festival and parade, 
beginning at 1:30 p.m. in the Staples 
parking lot. Following the parade will be 
a festival including a costume contest, 
circus performance, a live DJ and more.

Deep Roots Farmers Market
100 Garvies Point Road, Glen Cove, 
from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. The weekly farm-
ers market offers a selection of locally 
grown vegetables and eggs, fresh baked 
bread, honey, seafood and more.

Sunday, Oct. 31
Life in Pink celebration
Dress in pink and head to 47 Cottage Row, 
Glen Cove for an event in tribute to cancer 
survivors entitled, “Celebrate Life in Pink,” 
beginning at 12:45 p.m. Doctors will be on 
hand to discuss breast cancer awareness, 
self-exams and other preventative care in 
addition to conducting health screenings for 
attendees. 

Monday, Nov. 1
Minecraft Mania
Begining  at 10 a.m., in this program, par-
ticipants attempt to plan and build a city on 
a custom Minecraft island with certain 
expectations and restrictions. Players must 
work together to solve common problems 
civil engineers face! Register online at 
locust valley library.org.

Tuesday, Nov. 2
Mysteries of the Paranormal
Beginning at 7 p.m. at the Bayville Free 
Library, join award-winning actress Leslie 
Goddard, Ph.D., as she brings to life 
Lizzie Borden, accused of the brutal 
hatchet murder of her father and step-

mother in 1892. Hear Lizzie’s story come 
alive as she talks about her life growing 
up in Fall River, Massachusetts, her 
estrangement from her stepmother and 
her troubled relationship with her father.  
Was Lizzie a desperate and unsettled 
daughter who resorted to murder? Or an 
innocent woman who could never 
escape the trauma that destroyed her 
life? This event is virtual. Register by 
email at adultprograms@bayvillefreeli-
brary.org.

Into the Forest: a Book Discussion 
with Rebecca Frankel

HMTC is hosting a program at 6 p.m. 
via Zoom with bestselling author 
Rebecca Frankel about her newest 
book, which recounts an amazing tale 
of perseverance, bravery, and love as it 
follows the Rabinowitz family as they 
escape from the Nazis and eventually 

settle in the United States. Hear the 
author discuss how she learned about 
these true events and more about the 
book that Publisher’s Weekly called a 
“gut-wrenching yet inspirational story” 
that leaves readers “on the edge of 
their seats.” Register at: hmtcli.org. 

Wednesday, Nov. 3
Scared in the Park After Dark
A Halloween-themed drive in movie 
night beginning at 6:30 p.m. will fea-
ture the movie “Casper” as the final film 
in the county’s drive-in movie series. 
Showings are free to attend and will 
take place at Eisenhower Park’s pop-up 
drive-in theater located at parking lot 
6A, with space for up to 185 cars.  
Food trucks will be onsite so movie 
goers can also get their fix of sweets 
and snacks. 

Trunk-or-Treat
At 5 p.m., before “Casper” begins, fami-
lies will be able to participate in a 
“Trunk or Treat” event at Eisenhower 
Park, lot 6A. To participate in “Trunk or 
Treat,” parents are encouraged to deco-
rate the back of their cars for Hallow-
een and provide candy for kids to “trick 
or treat” from car-to-car. Costumes are 
encouraged.

 
Thursday, Nov. 4
Returning Home after the Holo-
caust: Panel Discussion
Begining at 6 p.m., the Holocaust 
Memorial and Tolerance Center of Nas-
sau County will host a virtual panel dis-
cussion with award-winning authors 
and translators. These three women 
who have explored how various individ-
uals found ways, against all odds, to 
reclaim their heritage, history, and 
birthright after the Holocaust. They will 
also discuss how working on these 
books has transformed their own lives.

events and activities

community update

HAvIng  
An evenT?

Items on the Community 
Update pages are listed 

free of charge. The Herald 
welcomes listings of 
upcoming events, 

community meetings and 
items of public interest. 
All submissions should 
include date, time and 

location of the event, cost, 
and a contact name and 

phone number. Submissions 
can be emailed to 

jnossa@liherald.com

l

l

l

l

l

The Glen Cov Board of Education will meet next on Nov. 3 at 7:30 p.m.

The Oyster Bay Town Board will meet on Nov. 16, at 10 a.m.

The Glen Cove City Council will meet on Nov. 9, at 7:30 p.m. in City Hall.

The North Shore Board of Education will meet next on Nov. 18 at 7:45 p.m.

The Locust Valley Board of Education will meet on Nov. 16.

Courtesy Raynham Hall Museum 

Raynham Hall’s 5th Annual “ghost Walk” Parade
Raynham Hall Museum will host its 5th Annual “Ghost Walk,” a costumed parade featuring giant ghostly puppets of 
ancient Townsend family members being led by costumed paraders and their four-legged friends. The event, which takes 
place on Oct. 30, beginning at 7:30 p.m., will kick off at the Christ Church Rectory at 61 East Main Street in Oyster 
Bay, then proceed through the hamlet and conclude at Raynham Hall Museum, where, after the parade, a dance party 
will take place with special entertainment, food available for sale courtesy of Cooper’s Bluff and Coach Meeting House 
Food Truck and beer will be available from the Oyster Bay Brewing Company.
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BY ANNEMARIE DURKIN
adurkin@liherald.com

Paolo Pironi, a small business owner 
hailing from Brookville, is looking to win 
his first election and become the Nassau 
County Legislator for District 18. His chal-
lenger is Josh Lafazan, who, if  elected, 
would be serving his third term. Pironi is 
a home builder by trade and manages his 
family-owned business, Pironi Homes. 

We asked him a few questions to help 
voters make their decision when they go 
to the polls on Nov. 2. 

Oyster Bay Herald: Nassau County 
continues to see an exodus of  its 
younger population. What can you do 
to entice them to stay or move to the 
county?

Paolo Pironi: As newly-wed and looking 
to start a family on Long Island, I know 
how hard it is for young people and senior 

citizens to afford to live here. As your rep-
resentative on the County Legislature, I 
will ensure the $120 million property tax 
cut gets passed and approve the reduction 
in fees for red light camera tickets. I will 
demand that we incentivize companies to 
move to Long Island with real jobs that 
put young people to work, while also 
working to create new housing opportuni-
ties in our downtowns, with apartments 
over storefronts, providing affordable 
units that are close to the Long Island Rail 
Road. 

Herald: What would you do legisla-
tively that would help the housing cri-
sis?

Pironi: I will vote to stop the next three 
years of  Laura Curran's reassessment tax 
hikes. I will support the property tax cut 
and demand that Nassau County's entire 
budget surplus be returned to homeown-
ers through an additional tax cut. I plan to 

implement efficiencies that save money in 
the long-run, through technology and 
energy-efficient equipment. To further 
address the housing crisis, I will demand 
that the IDA stop giving away tax breaks 
to self-storage companies and car dealer-
ships. Instead, I will demand that we 
incentivize companies to move to Long 
Island with real jobs that put young peo-
ple to work. Without good paying jobs and 
lower taxes, the housing crisis will only 
get worse.

Herald: What way would you bring 
more businesses and revenue to the 
area post-Covid?

Our economy is getting worse by the 
day because of  inflation and government 
handouts that allow people to stay home 
rather than work. The cost of  gasoline, 
utilities, food prices, electronics, housing 
and more is on the rise with no end in 
sight. 

For Long Island's economy to fully 
rebound, we need to attract new compa-
nies and jobs to the region; we must sig-
nal to the world that we are open for busi-
ness. Never again can the government be 
allowed to close down small businesses, 
restaurants, schools and other facilities. 
Instead, we must lead the nation in terms 
of  economic strength. We have the best 
schools in the nation, the greatest subur-
ban community and have incredible prox-

imity to the world's financial markets. As 
your legislator, I will join the majority 
county legislators in voting to reduce 
property taxes.

Newcomer Paolo Pironi runs for legislator

Paolo Pironi 
 (Challenger) 

Party: Republican and Tax Revolt

Age: 33

Lives in: Brookville

Career: Small business owner, Long Island 
Builders Institute Board of Directors, Associa-
tion for a Better Long Island, associate board 
member.

Political Experience: None
OB sanitation collection schedules to resume as scheduled

Town sanitation and SORT Recy-
cling collection schedules will resume 
on Nov. 2. Residents who typically 
receive town service will have their 

sanitation and recycling collections 
picked up as normal. Town offices will 
be closed on Nov. 2, and the GAP pro-
gram will not meet. 
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Call for eligibility and enrollment

Count on us...

to help you Age Well
in New York.

  All Original Medicare Benefits  
(Part A and B)

  Full Prescription Drug Coverage  
(Part D)

  Dental, Vision and Hearing
  Over-the-Counter Card (OTC)
  Acupuncture
  Telehealth and Telemonitoring  

Services
  Transportation
  Access to Care Managers and  

Wellness Coaches
  Personal Care
  Worldwide Emergency/ 

Urgent Care Services

Health plan options for those with:
• Medicare

• Medicare and Medicaid

• A Medicaid Advantage Plus (MAP) Plan  
for those who need community based  
long term care services and supports  
in the home

$0 or Low Cost Plan Premiums

agewellnewyork.com>  
1-718-696-0206
TTY/TDD 1-800-662-1220

AgeWell New York, LLC is an HMO/HMO D-SNP plan with Medicare and NY State Medicaid contracts. Enrollment in AgeWell New York, LLC depends on contract 
renewal. AgeWell New York complies with applicable Federal civil rights laws and does not discriminate on the basis of races, color, national origin, age, disability, 
or sex. AgeWell New York cumple con las leyes federales de derechos civiles aplicables y no discrimina por motivos de raza, color, nacionalidad, edad, discapacidad o sexo.  
DOH Approved 9/23/21 H4922_COYWB22_M Accepted 9/28/21

7 days a week from 8:00 am to 8:00 pm

Medicare Advantage Prescription Drug Plans
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Employees were 
asked to contribute
Campaign Finance Board. The donations 
they made to the Farmingdale Republican 
Committee matched the amounts request-
ed in a letter sent to them by Carman — 
$250, $500 or $750, depending on their sala-
ries.

“When your boss asks you for political 
contributions, you don’t have a choice,” 
State Sen. Todd Kaminsky, who is a candi-
date for district attorney in Tuesday’s 
election, said in an Oct. 22 statement. 
“The fact that these are civil servants 
being made to have to contribute to the 
local Republican Party is unacceptable.”

In a statement issued last Dec. 21, the 
Republican committee confirmed that the 
letters were authentic and asserted that 
“all campaign fundraising is done within 
the letter of  the law.”

State campaign finance law prohibits 
government officials from using their 
authority or official influence to compel 
the payment of  “political assessments,” 
but the statute does not define the term, 
nor does it prohibit voluntary contribu-
tions.

Alfred Constants III, chairman of  the 
Oyster Bay Town Ethics Board, said in a 
Newsday interview on Sept. 24 that the 
board had not seen the district attorney’s 
findings, and that if  “something comes 
up, we will review it at our next meeting.”

McKenna said he saw a member of  the 
ethics board at the Hicksville Community 
Center a couple of  weeks ago. “Of  course 
they aren’t going to talk to me about [Car-
man]; I respect that,” he said. “But what I 
did get out of  the conversation is that … 
there is no sense of  urgency about 

[arranging an] ethics board meeting on 
the deputy supervisor.” 

The ethics board can impose fines of  
up to $10,000 for ethics code violations. It 
meets every three months, and its next 
meeting is scheduled for Dec. 8, which 
McKenna said was not soon enough. He 
asked the Board to meet before Tuesday’s 
election, in which Saladino, who appoint-
ed Carman, is running for re-election. 

“The ethics board is a fully autono-
mous body in the Town of  Oyster Bay,” 
Saladino said at Tuesday’s meeting. “The 
Town Board, the elected officials of  this 
town do not influence them. They decide 
their meeting dates … and they hold 
them. It would be inappropriate for us to 
interfere in any way with the ethics 
board. We await their findings.”

Kaminsky is calling for Carman to be 
fired, describing his actions as “disgrace-
ful” and “corrupt.”

At a news conference last Dec. 21, State 
Sen. James Gaughran said that he had 
introduced a bill in the State Legislature 
that would prohibit appointed govern-
ment officials from also serving as politi-
cal party officials. The bill, S04366, had 
not progressed past its introduction as of  
press time.

As things stand now, neither Saladino 
nor the ethics board has removed Carman 
from his position.

“I really want to believe that you want 
openness, transparency and honesty …,” 
McKenna said on Tuesday. “I’ve said it a 
couple times before: You need to termi-
nate Deputy Supervisor Greg Carman. 
What he did was shake down employees 
for their hard earned money.” 

CONTINUED FROM FRONT PAGE

PSEG Long Island said that relief  is 
available to eligible low-income house-
holds, and there is still time to apply 
for other programs.

The utility is encouraging custom-
ers struggling with their bill to take 
advantage of  a limited-time New York 
state program that provides eligible 
households with up to $10,000 to cover 
outstanding balances.

The program is only available while 
funding lasts and customers can get 
started by calling PSEG Long Island at 
(800) 490-0025 to receive more informa-
tion about this state-run program, 
attest to any financial hardships 
caused by the pandemic and develop 
individualized payment agreements.

New York state announced the "reg-
ular arrears supplement" last month 
to help low-income households that 
have fallen behind on their utility bills 
during the Covid-19 pandemic. 

Secured through the American Rescue 
Plan Act of  2021 and administered by 
the New York State Office of  Tempo-
rary and Disability Assistance, the 
supplement is available to households 
who are eligible for the Home Energy 
Assistance Program and behind on 
their heating utility bills, but that do 
not qualify for the utility assistance 
offered by New York's Emergency 
Rental Assistance Program. 

Residential and certain small busi-
ness customers may be entitled to 
additional protections if  the state of  
emergency caused a change in finan-
cial circumstances, including non-ter-
mination of  electric service for non-
payment until Dec. 21, 2021, or a 
deferred payment agreement with no 
down payment, late fees or penalties.

To receive these protections, cus-
tomers must call PSEG Long Island at 
(800) 490-0025.

Utility bill help available
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molloy.edu

Learn from renowned scientists in hands-on, 
research-driven programs that will prepare 
you for the next step in your career. 

Because innovation is 
in your DNA.

Open House
Sunday, November 7

LIVE
DISCOVER.

LIVETO 
LEARN.

LIVE 
TO

YOUR  
   STORY.

MOL1031_LYS_FallOHScience_Herald_5.04x12.75_HP_4C.indd   1 10/21/21   12:48 PM
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HERALD HOMETOWN HERO

JOHN
HAMBROOK

Chief,
Oyster Bay

Fire Department

OYSTER BAY COVE

HERALD HOMETOWN HERO

CAROL 
WRIGHT

Pandemic Response 
Coordinator/Charge Nurse,
Mount Sinai South Nassau

NASSAU COUNTY

 am in charge of coordinating the Covid-19 
swab team for the employees that are being 
checked for symptomatic or exposure reasons. 
I prepare and adjust the schedule as need 
be, assisting other nurses in swabbing, and 
coordinating registration for new and incoming 
patients.
 We started in May of last year after Covid 
fi rst hit us, and we started off with the pre-
procedurals. It has escalated from swabbing 
about 150 patients a day in any kind of 
weather and then it dipped because Covid 
was being contained and people were wearing 
proper PPE.
 In 2021, the Covid cases took a turn for the 
better and so we were doing less swabbing in 
May and June. In July, cases started to escalate 
again because of the Delta variant, so we were 

swabbing more people again. So, we have 
been swabbing people whether they have been 
vaccinated or not. We’re back up to seeing up 
to 70 to 80 patients a day.
 It’s very disconcerting watching so many 
people being infected, but as a pandemic unit 
we feel good about what we’re doing because 
we are controlling the cases that might come 
into the hospital for people who are having 
surgery. 
 We’re controlling that environment to 
protect the doctors, patients, the hospital staff, 
and their families. Swabbing isn’t a pleasant 
job, but it is a job that’s necessary. If you’re a 
nurse, it’s something you get used to. 

I

KAREN 
GLEASON
Chief Quality Offi cer,
St. John's Episcopal 

Hospital

LEVITTOWN

 always had a passion for patients and their 
families, and throughout my career I always 
wanted to help drive improvement for our 
patients and their families. Throughout the 
years, as I began my career, I realized that as I 
know I was providing our patients with great 
care, I wanted to lead at a higher level and 
drive improvement across the organization, 
and that led me to a role in administration. 
... While I might not have direct one-on-one 
impact with our patients, I know that I’m 
making a difference every day for our patients, 
the hospital at-large and our community.
 My career is everything to me. I always 
had a passion for people and helping and 
advocating for others, and I feel that working 
in this administrative role helps me to 
strategically align the hospital’s mission and 

vision with quality and patient safety always at 
the forefront.
 On a personal level, four family members 
died in April 2020, at the height of it, and it 
was not an easy thing to go through. Other 
than that thank God we stayed safe and 
were able to keep our commitment to the 
community.
 Our run numbers went down as the Nassau 
County Police Department had the FEMA buses 
and that relieved the pressure and stress on us. 
With people being home there were less false 
alarms and that made it a little easier.  
 Operationally now, we are somewhat back 
to normal. Most people are vaccinated in the 
fi re department with the delta variant, which is 
kind of a scary thing. Bottom line, if we do the 
right thing everyone will be safe.  

I

MEDICAL WORKERSCovid-19HERALD

MOUNT SINAI HEART 
CARE, WITHOUT THE 
COMMUTE.
You can get quality heart care without going to 
Manhattan or the North Shore. Mount Sinai South 
Nassau is the only Long Island hospital associated 
with The Mount Sinai Hospital, which has a U.S. News 
Top 10 cardiac care department. Offerings include:

- Life-saving angioplasty
- Full catheterization lab
- Nationally-accredited electrophysiology lab
-  Vascular lab for minimally invasive procedures

Get virtual and in-person care, with strict COVID-19 
screening and safety protocols in place. If you need 
heart care, don’t wait.

Schedule your visit today at 
southnassau.org/heart
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HERALD HOMETOWN HERO

CLAIRE
DESETTO

Director, Peri-Operative
& Emergency Services,
Mercy Medical Center

ROCKVILLE CENTRE

have been a nurse at Mercy Hospital for almost 
50 years, and Covid-19 was truly the worst crisis 
that I have ever experienced. I remember like it 
was yesterday. I was notifi ed of the fi rst Covid-
positive patient in our hospital, and they were 
sending four family members who were exposed 
to the Emergency Department. The staff were 
nervous as we prepared with the appropriate 
[personal protective equipment]. And so the 
Covid-19 crisis began at Mercy Hospital. 
 As the crisis peaked, my Emergency Department 
staff were working incredible hours, moving from 
one sick patient to another. They were dealing with 
patients who came in talking and within hours 
were on ventilators. They never questioned work 
load assignments; they just did what they had to 
do. In the morning, we tried to pray together, just 
to give us strength to face another grueling shift.  

 Working alongside these remarkable men and 
woman was truly an inspiration to me . . . I could 
see the fear in their eyes, but they just went where 
they were needed most and they did what they do 
best to give the best care to our sickest patients.
  I would talk daily with my daughter, who is 
also an ER nurse at another facility. We would 
talk about PPE and how amazing all nurses have 
been. We talked about the fear of bringing this 
disease home with us and to our families. Covid-19 
hit home for me when my daughter contracted 
the disease. The fright for me was unimaginable. 
Thankfully, she recovered in three weeks and 
returned to where she needed to be, in the ED 
alongside her co-workers fi ghting the battle of a 
lifetime. I always knew that nurses were amazing 
people and true front-line workers, but it took 
Covid-19 to let the world know the same.

I

HERALD HOMETOWN HERO

LUZ 
OTERO-

CALDERON
Licensed Practical 
Nurse, Mount Sinai

South Nasau 

BALDWIN

he hospital, along with the Town 
of Hempstead, created this project, the 
Vaxmobile, to bring vaccines to different 
communities in Nassau County. We are several 
LPNs, and of all of them, they chose me to be 
an interpreter for the Hispanic community. 
 Every day I can assure you that more than 
50 to 60 percent of patients are Spanish-
speaking. Many of the Hispanics work in 
restaurants and other places in which they 
cannot take a day off to get a vaccine. I keep 
pestering them to bring people. For example, 
a cook came up to me, and we gave him the 
vaccine. When I asked him if he knows anyone 
else, he brought me his whole kitchen, like 20 
men. 
 Hispanics live in fear; many live in the 
shadows, and only in that Vaxmobile have 

we been able to help many. Apart from being 
a nurse, I lend an extra hand because many 
don’t know how to use the telephone, they do 
not know their telephone number, they do not 
know any English, they do not know how to 
write. I love what I do. 
 I came from Puerto Rico 20 years ago, and 
I did not speak English. I was terribly afraid, 
and many people helped me. I got so frustrated 
that I even took classes, did a thousand 
things, worked in a thousand places, doing my 
bachelor’s and everything. In the same way 
that people helped me when I got here, so to 
pay back life, I help others. 

T

HERALD HOMETOWN HERO

LUZ 
OTERO-

CALDERON
Enfermera práctica con 
licencia en Mount Sinai 

South Nassau

BALDWIN

l hospital, junto con el Town of Hempstead, 
crearon este projecto, el Vaximóvil, para llevar 
vacunas a diferentes comunidades en Nassau 
County. Somos varias LPN, y de todas ellas me 
escogieron a mí para ser intérprete para la 
comunidad Hispana. 
 Todos los dÍas, yo te puede asegurar, que 
más del 50-60 por ciento de los pacientes son 
de habla Hispana. Muchos de los Hispanos 
trabajan en restaurantes y en otros lugares 
que no van a coger un día libre para ponerse 
una vacuna. Yo les sigo molestando para que 
traigan a personas. Por ejemplo, un cocinero 
se acercó y le dimos la vacuna. Cuando le 
pregunté que si conoce a alguien más, me trajo 
toda la cocina, como 20 hombres. 
 Los Hispanos viven con miedo, viven 
muchos bajos las sombras, y sólo en ese 

Vaximóvil hemos podido ayudar a muchos. 
Aparte de ser enfermera, yo doy la mano extra 
porque muchos no saben usar el teléfono, no 
saben su número de teléfono, no saben nada 
de Inglés, no saben escribir. 
 Me encanta lo que hago. Yo vine de Puerto 
Rico hace 20 años, y no hablaba Inglés. Yo 
tenía un miedo terrible y mucha gente me 
ayudó. Me frustré tanto que hasta cogí clases, 
hice mil cosas, trabajé en mil lugares, cogiendo 
mi bachillerato y todo. De la misma manera 
que a mí me ayudaron cuando llegué aquí, 
entonces para pagarle para atrás a la vida, yo 
ayudo a los demás.

E

NURSESCovid-19HERALD THEIR FRONT-LINE STORIES 
IN THEIR OWN WORDS

MOUNT SINAI HEART 
CARE, WITHOUT THE 
COMMUTE.
You can get quality heart care without going to 
Manhattan or the North Shore. Mount Sinai South 
Nassau is the only Long Island hospital associated 
with The Mount Sinai Hospital, which has a U.S. News 
Top 10 cardiac care department. Offerings include:

- Life-saving angioplasty
- Full catheterization lab
- Nationally-accredited electrophysiology lab
-  Vascular lab for minimally invasive procedures

Get virtual and in-person care, with strict COVID-19 
screening and safety protocols in place. If you need 
heart care, don’t wait.

Schedule your visit today at 
southnassau.org/heart
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No photo 
available

hen Covid hit, it was confusing at fi rst. 
It was an unprecedented situation for us. In the 
beginning, everything stopped. People stopped 
calling 911 because they were afraid to go to 
the hospital. We were dealing with a lot of fear. 
 We were dealing with people who were 
concerned, scared, and some had potential 
respiratory issues. I did what I was told. I was 
actually more concerned about my people. 
Some got Covid right away, but fortunately 
none of them had to go to the hospital.
 What I focused on was getting [personal 
protective equipment]. We already had it but 
weren’t sure how long we would be needing it 
or how effective it was. So, we had a PPE drive 
and got a lot of response from the community. 
We ended up never running out.
 During Covid, we went to fewer fi res, I 

think, because people were aware of what 
was going on at home. They weren’t rushing 
out the door in the morning and coming home 
exhausted. My EMS offi cers really rose to the 
occasion during Covid. 
 That fi rst year was a long year, and it 
was pretty tough. The Fire Department really 
worked hard, the department and the offi cers. 
 I was watching all of the conferences to 
fi gure out what we were supposed to do. And 
our battalion had conferences regularly, too, so 
we always knew what we could and couldn’t 
do. 
 I’m proud of what we did in Oyster Bay. We 
are a completely volunteer Fire Department — 
no one is on the payroll. The volunteers drive 
this community. 

W
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Candidate profi les, ballot review and more inside!
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OB TOWN BOARD
ELECTION 2021

Party: Republican

Age: 61

Hometown: Massapequa 
Park

Career: Executive at FedEx

Political experience: Oys-
ter Bay Town Councilman 
since 2017

On the issues:
 Hand believes it is most 
important to foster a stron-
ger climate for economic 
growth and job creation; his 
top priority is to hold the 
line on property taxes, while 
ensuring federal grant funds 
are best used to put people 
back to work. He is working 

with Supervisor Saladino 
on a plan to allocate over 
$24 million in federal funds 
for a variety of causes, 
including attracting con-
sumers to downtown busi-
nesses and for infrastruc-
ture projects that put peo-
ple to work. Additionally, 
funds will be used to sup-
port not-for-profit organiza-
tions that serve those strug-
gling with mental health 
and substance abuse.
 Hand believes it is now 
critical for the town to help 
fill these storefronts by fos-
tering a better economic 
climate and by making 
infrastructure improvements 
that attract people to the 
downtown. He is currently 
working to provide federal 
funds to the Chamber of 
Commerce to make those 
improvements. 
 Recently Hand, along 
with the rest of the town 
board, submitted a grant 
application to New York 
state for downtown revital-
ization funds that could be 
used to beautify storefronts. 
i

Party: Democrat

Age: 52

Hometown: Hicksville

Career: Corporate execu-
tive

Political experience: None

On the issues:
 Kaur believes the town 
needs to find ways to assist 
the community and local 
business for it to be able to 
run and sustain; the board 
should be able to assist 
them with the basics, PPE 
and whatever else is need-
ed so that they don’t need 
to spend their own capital 

on necessities. 
The two most important 
issues to Kaur are corrup-
tion and infrastructure. She 
believes corruption brings 
in inequality amongst peo-
ple. To correct this, Kaur 
envisions a government that 
is for all people. Kaur thinks 
improvement in the infra-
structure are needed, start-
ing with the town’s roads, 
which are “in a terrible 
state.” She says [the town] 
lacks parking spaces at the 
train stations and is not 
clean. Kaur’s belief is that 
the funds are there but are 
not utilized in the right way 
and this is the very reason 
corruption needs to be 
removed.

Tom Hand
Incumbent

Nicky Kaur
Challenger

Party: Republican

Age: 37

Hometown: Bethpage

Career: Litigation attorney 
in private practice

Political experience: Town 
councilman since 2017

On the issues:
 As chairman of the 
town’s Quality of Life Task-
force, it was particularly 
important to Imbroto to 
make sure local business 
owners survive the impacts 
of the pandemic. He expe-
dited the decision to allow 
for outdoor-dining opportu-

nities during the pandemic 
and urged the state to ease 
restrictions on local busi-
nesses. 
 Imbroto has worked to 
help residents re-enter the 
workforce or find gainful 
employment through the 
town’s Workforce Career 
Center.
 Imbroto wants to contin-
ue the board’s efforts in 
water preservation and the 
protection of the harbor, as 
well as continue to sustain 
and maintain investments 
in parks, roadways and gen-
eral infrastructure. He plans 
to proactively seek grant 
money for improvements to 
the hamlet, including areas 
around the waterfront and 
the area surrounding the 
train station.

Louis Imbroto
Incumbent

Party: Republican

Age: 47

Hometown: Locust Valley

Career: Town councilwom-
an and attorney

Political experience: Town 
councilwoman since 2013

On the issues:
 Johnson joined with res-
taurant owners in the ham-
let to urge the state to allow 
them to reopen and she 
worked to extend outdoor 
dining opportunities for 
those local businesses.
 Johnson works with her 
colleagues to bring greater 

awareness to the town’s 
Workforce Career Center, 
which assists both those 
seeking employment and 
employers to find meaning-
ful employment. The center 
offers hundreds of potential 
courses free of charge to 
residents seeking employ-
ment opportunities, as well 
as resume services.  
 One of the issues most 
important to Johnson is the 
preservation of Oyster Bay’s 
water quality and continued 
enhancement of the harbor. 
She initiated the construc-
tion of the shellfish hatch-
ery at Theodore Roosevelt 
Memorial Park a few years 
ago, which initially resulted 
in the growth of a few hun-
dred thousand baby oysters 
and clams and have now 
expanded to the seeding of 
more than 10 million clams 
and oysters this year alone. 
Johnson plans to expand 
the hatchery to even further 
efforts of increasing water 
quality.

Michele Johnson
Incumbent

Party: Democrat

Age: 42

Hometown: Brookville

Career: Business Consul-
tant

Political experience: None

On the issues:
 Rasool said the biggest 
issue facing Oyster Bay is 
the lack of government 
transparency, and the town 
should communicate with 
residents more through 
email and the town website, 
cut down on town mailings 
and eliminate duplicate 
mailings being sent to a 

single household.
 She said she wants the 
town to create opportuni-
ties for more affordable 
homeownership without 
repeating the issues that 
led the federal government 
to sue the town for discrimi-
nation for its homeowner-
ship programs.
 As an entrepreneur her-
self, Rasool personally 
knows the struggles that 
Covid brought to small 
business. The last few 
months Rasool has been 
the town’s Main Street mar-
ket meeting with local busi-
ness owners to bring in new 
ideas to revitalize Main 
Street and bring in new 
customers. She also says 
the board needs to take a 
real look at the roads and 
parking downtown to make 
sure that the town’s infra-
structure can handle more 
outside business in a way 
that is fair to all.

Reema Rasool
Challenger

Party: Democrat

Age: 51

Hometown: Hicksville

Career: Executive assistant

Political experience: None

On the issues:
 Coming out of Covid, 
Reinhardt has noticed the 
need for more assistance for 
the small business owners 
of Oyster Bay. She says she 
would expand the resources 
currently offered by the town 
to include assistance in 
researching grants and any 
existing federal, state and 
regional programs for the 

small business owners in 
the hamlet. 
 Reinhardt would also 
seek to create more events 
for small businesses, con-
sidering multiple events 
year-round. She believes 
these measures would result 
in more robust, direct assis-
tance so owners can keep 
their businesses running 
without risking their families’ 
basic needs. 
 Reinhardt says Infrastruc-
ture is a basic necessity that 
has not been prioritized in 
Oyster Bay and officials 
need to put residents’ 
money where it’s needed — 
toward paving the town’s 
roads. 
 She believes the board 
should also look to attract 
people to the hamlet, 
whether for recreation or to 
shop, eat or open a busi-
ness. For residents to navi-
gate safely throughout Oys-
ter Bay and to enable visi-
tors to come to visit and 
vacation, Reinhardt says 
Oyster Bay needs safe, reli-
able roads to travel. 
 

Lisa Reinhardt
Challenger
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Party: Republican

Age: 59

Hometown: Massapequa

Political experience: Town 
Supervisor, State Assembly-
man

On the issues:
 Salidino says he would 
like to continue advocating 
for the environment and 
improving the town’s financ-
es. His economic develop-
ment team has attracted 
new companies and hun-
dreds of new jobs from Ama-
zon, Geico and other large 
employers to the town. While 
working to draw in big busi-
ness and create more jobs, 
Salidino believes revitaliza-
tion of the downtown, along 

with increasing parking 
throughout the town and 
making improvements to 
traffic flow, is the key to build 
a strong sense of place and 
provide an environment 
more conducive to revitaliza-
tion and job growth. He says 
downtown Oyster Bay has 
the potential to become a 
must-see destination for 
tourists, history buffs and 
many others.
 Salidino has a vision for 
the Oyster Bay Hamlet which 
celebrates its rich history 
and has the potential to pro-
vide for greater recreational 

and accessible public space, 
which may be provided 
through the redevelopment 
of properties presently in 
use for industrial purposes 
along Oyster Bay Harbor, 
including environmental 
cleanup of the Commander 
Oil site and removal of the 
storage tanks.
 Salidino is focused on 
improving water quality in 
Oyster Bay Harbor; and is 
proud of his work in the oys-
ter sanctuary, drastically 
improving the amount of 
healthy oysters in the bay, 
thus filtering water at a 
much higher caliber.

Party: Democrat

Age: 45

Hometown: Massapequa

Political experience: Presi-
dent of the Nassau Suffolk 
Water Commissioners Asso-
ciation, Plainview Commis-
sioner of Water in 2016, 
2019, present

On the issues:
 Field, a former Plainview 
Water District commissioner, 
says she would focus on cre-
ating a fiscally-sound bud-
get. She believes it is critical 
that the town has new finan-
cial oversight after many 
years of fiscal mismanage-
ment and misuse of public 
funding, that the Town of 
Oyster Bay remains in the 

worst fiscal stress of all 
towns on Long Island for the 
last three years in a row, 
according to the New York 
State Fiscal Monitoring Sys-
tem and  still has a bond 
rating that is just above junk 
bond status, costing taxpay-
ers millions. Field plans to 
strengthen the town’s bond 
rating by paying down debt 
instead of interest to lower 
taxes and will hire qualified 
experts. She plans to pay 
down principal debt to lower 
taxes and will seek more 
grant funding for programs 
for small businesses to use. 

 Another issue Field would 
like to address is trust in 
government. She points to 
the recent findings of the 
Nassau County District Attor-
ney, that she says show the 
activities of the town board 
have been unethical and 
[created] a complete lack of 
trust, the most vital aspect 
of any government. Field 
believes that given this 
behavior, there should be an 
immediate independent 
audit and reconstitution of 
the Town Ethics Board and 
subsequently a fair and bal-
anced ethics investigation 
into the conduct of the town 
board.

Amanda 
Field

Challenger

Joseph 
Salidino

Incumbent

COUNTY LEGISLATURE DISTRICT 18
ELECTION 2021

Includes Bayville, Brookville, East Hills, East Norwich, Glen Head, Laurel Hollow, Locust Valley, Muttontown, Old Brookville, Oyster Bay, Oyster Bay Cove, Upper Brookville, Syosset and others. 

Party: Independent, 
Democratic conservative

Age: 27

Professional experience: 
Corporate social responsibil-
ity adviser

Political experience: School 
board member, legislator

On the issues:
 For Josh Lafazan, the 
issue of keeping young peo-
ple on Long Island is per-
sonal. He says for years he 
has watched as his younger 
classmates and colleagues 
have left Nassau County for 
New York City or the South 
because of the lack of 
affordable housing options, 
effective public transporta-
tion and good, available jobs 

in the county. 
 Lafazan said he success-
fully fought for the building 
of 500 units of next-genera-
tion housing for young rent-
ers at the Nassau HUB, with 
an attractive walkable dis-
trict and bus-rapid transit to 
the nearest train station. He 
met with Long Island Rail 
Road President Phil Eng and 
continues to push for a dis-
counted monthly LIRR ticket 
for young commuters; 
because of the high cost, 
many young workers are opt-
ing to live in Manhattan and 
pay for a Metrocard as 

opposed to riding the LIRR, 
he said. With a discounted 
LIRR ticket for young work-
ers, Lafazan said he believes 
he could help make it more 
attractive and affordable for 
young people to live in Nas-
sau and commute to Man-
hattan for work.
 Lafazan helped secure 
millions of dollars in grants 
for small businesses to keep 
their employees on the job 
during and after the pan-
demic, along with helping 
connect students proficient 
in social media and online 
marketing with shop owners, 
and helped raise funds for 
those in need. Now, Lafazan 
says local government offi-
cials must continue to shift 
their focus to Covid-19 
recovery.

Josh 
Lafazan

Incumbent

Party: Republican

Age: Unreported

Professional experience: 
Private sector businessman, 
home builder, volunteer fire-
fighter

Political experience: Asso-
ciate board member of the 
Association for a Better Long 
Island

On the issues:
 Paolo Pironi said he 
believes too many Long 
Island families and older 
adults are having their 
dreams destroyed by crush-
ing property taxes and a bro-
ken assessment system that 
has forced people to sell 
their homes and sacrifice 
their quality of life. Pironi 

said that, if elected, he 
would work to reform the 
broken property tax assess-
ment system which 
increased property taxes for 
the majority of Nassau 
County homeowners. He 
would also work to help 
homeowners grieve their 
assessment levels and 
secure the property-tax 
exemptions they are entitled 
to under the law, including 
those for senior citizens, vet-
erans and volunteer firefight-
ers.  He would also work to 
bring reforms, greater trans-
parency, openness and hon-

esty to the county’s assess-
ment process, which he said 
has been riddled with prob-
lems that both frustrate and 
confuse residents.
 Pironi believes in fiscally-
conservative budgeting prac-
tices that mandate efficiency 
and limit spending. He also 
thinks that giving back to 
local communities is an 
important role for any busi-
ness and government entity, 
and he has dedicated a 
great deal of his time toward 
raising charitable funds for 
the American Cancer Society, 
diabetes research and the 
families of those killed in the 
Sept. 11, 2001, World Trade 
Center attacks. 

Paolo 
Pironi
Challenger

ELECTIon’21

PULL OUT               SAMPLE ELECTION BALLOT COURTESY OF THE HERALD COMMUNITY NEWSPAPERS               PULL OUT

94
03
16

HOW YOU VOTE IS YOUR BUSINESS,
REMINDING YOU TO VOTE IS OUR BUSINESS

NOVEMBER 2nd

Office

Democratic

A

Republican

B

Conservative

C

Working
Families

D

Common
Sense

E

Tax Revolt

F

Write-in

(Vote for up to eight)
Justice of the Supreme Court

(Vote hasta por ocho)
Juez de la Corte Suprema

1

Democratic

Driscoll
Timothy S.

2

Democratic

Heckman
Susan B.

3

Democratic

DeStefano
Vito M.

4

Democratic

Modelewski
Christopher

5

Democratic

Singer
Conrad D.

6

Democratic

Peterson
Danielle M.

7

Democratic

Sapraicone
Daly
Eileen

8

Democratic

McDonough
Fox-
Elizabeth

1

Republican

Driscoll
Timothy S.

2

Republican

Heckman
Susan B.

3

Republican

DeStefano
Vito M.

4

Republican

Modelewski
Christopher

5

Republican

Singer
Conrad D.

6

Republican

Peterson
Danielle M.

7

Republican

Sapraicone
Daly
Eileen

8

Republican

McDonough
Fox-
Elizabeth

1

Conservative

Driscoll
Timothy S.

2

Conservative

Heckman
Susan B.

3

Conservative

DeStefano
Vito M.

4

Conservative

Modelewski
Christopher

5

Conservative

Singer
Conrad D.

6

Conservative

Peterson
Danielle M.

7

Conservative

Sapraicone
Daly
Eileen

8

Conservative

McDonough
Fox-
Elizabeth

Write-in Write-in Write-in Write-in Write-in Write-in Write-in Write-in

(Vote for one)

County
Executive

(Vote por uno)

Ejecutivo del
Condado

9

Democratic

Curran
Laura

9

Republican
Tax Revolt

Blakeman
Bruce A.

9

Conservative

Blakeman
Bruce A.

9

Common Sense

Curran
Laura

Write-in

(Vote for one)

District
Attorney

(Vote por uno)

Fiscal del
Distrito

10

Democratic

Kaminsky
Todd D.

10

Republican

Donnelly
Anne T.

10

Conservative

Donnelly
Anne T.

Write-in

(Vote for one)

County
Comptroller

(Vote por uno)

Controlador del
Condado

11

Democratic
Common Sense

Cronin
Ryan E.

11

Republican
Tax Revolt

Phillips
Elaine R.

11

Conservative

Phillips
Elaine R.

11

Working
Families

Cronin
Ryan E.

Write-in

(Vote for one)
County Clerk

(Vote por uno)

Secretario del
Condado

12

Democratic
Common Sense

Brown
Justin R.

12

Republican
Tax Revolt

O'Connell
Maureen C.

12

Conservative

O'Connell
Maureen C.

12

Working
Families

Brown
Justin R.

Write-in

(Vote for one)

Family Court
Judge

(Vote por uno)

Juez de la Corte
de Familia

13

Democratic

Harris
Darlene D.

13

Republican

Harris
Darlene D.

13

Conservative

Harris
Darlene D.

Write-in

(Vote for one)
District 4

District Court
Judge

(Vote por uno)
Distrito 4

Juez de la Corte
de Distrito

14

Democratic

Girardi
Joseph

14

Republican

Girardi
Joseph

14

Conservative

Girardi
Joseph

Write-in

(Vote for one)
Supervisor
Oyster Bay

(Vote por uno)
Supervisor

15

Democratic

Field
Amanda R.

15

Republican
Tax Revolt

Saladino
Joseph S.

15

Conservative

Saladino
Joseph S.

15

Working
Families

Field
Amanda R.

Write-in

(Vote for up to three)
Councilmember

Oyster Bay

(Vote hasta por tres)
Concejal

16

Democratic

Kaur
Gurpreet

17

Democratic

Reinhardt
Lisa M.

18

Democratic

Rasool
Reema

16

Republican
Tax Revolt

Johnson
Michele M.

17

Republican
Tax Revolt

Imbroto
Louis B.

18

Republican
Tax Revolt

Hand
Thomas P.

16

Conservative

Johnson
Michele M.

17

Conservative

Imbroto
Louis B.

18

Conservative

Hand
Thomas P.

16

Working
Families

Kaur
Gurpreet

17

Working
Families

Reinhardt
Lisa M.

18

Working
Families

Rasool
Reema

Write-in Write-in Write-in

(Vote for one)
Town Clerk
Oyster Bay

(Vote por uno)

Secretario
Municipal

19

Democratic

Hoene
Carla F.

19

Republican
Tax Revolt

LaMarca
Richard L.

19

Conservative

LaMarca
Richard L.

19

Working
Families

Hoene
Carla F.

Write-in

(Vote for one)
District 18

County
Legislator

(Vote por uno)
Distrito 18

Legislador del
Condado

22

Democratic

Lafazan

Joshua
Alexander

22

Republican

Pironi
Paolo A.

22

Conservative

Lafazan

Joshua
Alexander

22

Tax Revolt

Pironi
Paolo A.

Write-in

This is not an actual ballot, but a 
composite of several sample ballots so 
as to reflect all the districts within the 
communities covered by your edition 
of the Herald. Complete reporting on 
candidates running in districts covered 
by the Herald – as well as the full text of 
our endorsements in each race – may 
be found at LIHerald.com under the 
Elections ’20 tab.

For election results after the polls close 
Tuesday night, go to LIHerald.com

Oyster Bay

OFFICIAL BALLOT
FOR GENERAL ELECTION

November 2, 2021
NASSAU COUNTY

BOARD OF ELECTIONS

INSTRUCTIONS
Para votar un candidato cuyo nombre no está en la papeleta, marque el òvalo a la izquierda del ‘write-
in’ y escriba el nombre claramente en la casilla. Cualquier otra marca, o escritura fuera de los espacios 
proporcionados para votar, puede anular toda la papeleta. Usted tiene el derecho a una papeleta de 
reemplazo. Si comete un error o quiere cambiar su voto, llame la Junta De Elecciones al (516) 571-1245 
para instrucciones sobre cómo obtener una nueva papeleta. El número de opciones está listado para 
cada elección. No marque mas candidatos de lo permitidos. Si lo haces, su voto en esa elección no sera 
contado.
Instrucciones para la votación de preguntas y propuestas Para votar sobre una pregunta o sobre una 
propuesta, marque el óvalo a la izquierda de su preferencia. Si comete un error o quiere cambiar su voto, 
llame la Junta De Elecciones al (516) 571-1245 para instrucciones sobre cómo obtener una nueva papeleta.

INSTRUCTIONS
To vote for a candidate whose name is not printed on the ballot, mark the oval to the left of ‘write-in’ 
and print the name clearly, staying within the box. Any mark or writing outside the spaces provided for 
voting may void the entire ballot. You have a right to a replacement ballot. If you make a mistake or want 
to change your vote, call the Board of Elections at (516) 571-2411 for instructions on how to obtain a 
new ballot. The number of choices is listed for each contest. Do not mark the ballot for more candidates 
than allowed. If you do, your vote in that contest will not count. Instructions for Voting on Questions and 
Proposals
To vote on a question or proposal, mark the oval to the left of your choice. If you make a mistake, or 
want to change your vote, call the Board of Elections at (516) 571-2411 for instructions on how to 
obtain a new ballot.
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A
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B
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F
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(Vote for up to eight)
Justice of the Supreme Court
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Juez de la Corte Suprema

1

Democratic

Driscoll
Timothy S.

2

Democratic

Heckman
Susan B.

3

Democratic

DeStefano
Vito M.

4

Democratic

Modelewski
Christopher

5

Democratic

Singer
Conrad D.

6

Democratic

Peterson
Danielle M.

7

Democratic

Sapraicone
Daly
Eileen

8

Democratic

McDonough
Fox-
Elizabeth

1

Republican

Driscoll
Timothy S.

2

Republican

Heckman
Susan B.

3

Republican

DeStefano
Vito M.

4

Republican

Modelewski
Christopher

5

Republican

Singer
Conrad D.

6

Republican

Peterson
Danielle M.

7

Republican

Sapraicone
Daly
Eileen

8

Republican

McDonough
Fox-
Elizabeth

1

Conservative

Driscoll
Timothy S.

2

Conservative

Heckman
Susan B.

3

Conservative

DeStefano
Vito M.

4

Conservative

Modelewski
Christopher

5

Conservative

Singer
Conrad D.

6

Conservative

Peterson
Danielle M.

7

Conservative

Sapraicone
Daly
Eileen

8

Conservative

McDonough
Fox-
Elizabeth

Write-in Write-in Write-in Write-in Write-in Write-in Write-in Write-in

(Vote for one)

County
Executive

(Vote por uno)

Ejecutivo del
Condado

9

Democratic

Curran
Laura

9

Republican
Tax Revolt

Blakeman
Bruce A.

9

Conservative

Blakeman
Bruce A.

9

Common Sense

Curran
Laura

Write-in

(Vote for one)

District
Attorney

(Vote por uno)

Fiscal del
Distrito

10

Democratic

Kaminsky
Todd D.

10

Republican

Donnelly
Anne T.

10

Conservative

Donnelly
Anne T.

Write-in

(Vote for one)

County
Comptroller

(Vote por uno)

Controlador del
Condado

11

Democratic
Common Sense

Cronin
Ryan E.

11

Republican
Tax Revolt

Phillips
Elaine R.

11

Conservative

Phillips
Elaine R.

11

Working
Families

Cronin
Ryan E.

Write-in

(Vote for one)
County Clerk

(Vote por uno)

Secretario del
Condado

12

Democratic
Common Sense

Brown
Justin R.

12

Republican
Tax Revolt

O'Connell
Maureen C.

12

Conservative

O'Connell
Maureen C.

12

Working
Families

Brown
Justin R.

Write-in

(Vote for one)

Family Court
Judge

(Vote por uno)

Juez de la Corte
de Familia

13

Democratic

Harris
Darlene D.

13

Republican

Harris
Darlene D.

13

Conservative

Harris
Darlene D.

Write-in

(Vote for one)
District 4

District Court
Judge

(Vote por uno)
Distrito 4

Juez de la Corte
de Distrito

14

Democratic

Girardi
Joseph

14

Republican

Girardi
Joseph

14

Conservative

Girardi
Joseph

Write-in

(Vote for one)
Supervisor
Oyster Bay

(Vote por uno)
Supervisor

15

Democratic

Field
Amanda R.

15

Republican
Tax Revolt

Saladino
Joseph S.

15

Conservative

Saladino
Joseph S.

15

Working
Families

Field
Amanda R.

Write-in

(Vote for up to three)
Councilmember

Oyster Bay

(Vote hasta por tres)
Concejal

16

Democratic

Kaur
Gurpreet

17

Democratic

Reinhardt
Lisa M.

18

Democratic

Rasool
Reema

16

Republican
Tax Revolt

Johnson
Michele M.

17

Republican
Tax Revolt

Imbroto
Louis B.

18

Republican
Tax Revolt

Hand
Thomas P.

16

Conservative

Johnson
Michele M.

17

Conservative

Imbroto
Louis B.

18

Conservative

Hand
Thomas P.

16

Working
Families

Kaur
Gurpreet

17

Working
Families

Reinhardt
Lisa M.

18

Working
Families

Rasool
Reema

Write-in Write-in Write-in

(Vote for one)
Town Clerk
Oyster Bay

(Vote por uno)

Secretario
Municipal

19

Democratic

Hoene
Carla F.

19

Republican
Tax Revolt

LaMarca
Richard L.

19

Conservative

LaMarca
Richard L.

19

Working
Families

Hoene
Carla F.

Write-in

(Vote for one)
District 18

County
Legislator

(Vote por uno)
Distrito 18

Legislador del
Condado

22

Democratic

Lafazan

Joshua
Alexander

22

Republican

Pironi
Paolo A.

22

Conservative

Lafazan

Joshua
Alexander

22

Tax Revolt

Pironi
Paolo A.

Write-in

This is not an actual ballot, but a 
composite of several sample ballots so 
as to reflect all the districts within the 
communities covered by your edition 
of the Herald. Complete reporting on 
candidates running in districts covered 
by the Herald – as well as the full text of 
our endorsements in each race – may 
be found at LIHerald.com under the 
Elections ’20 tab.

For election results after the polls close 
Tuesday night, go to LIHerald.com
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llame la Junta De Elecciones al (516) 571-1245 para instrucciones sobre cómo obtener una nueva papeleta.
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To vote for a candidate whose name is not printed on the ballot, mark the oval to the left of ‘write-in’ 
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voting may void the entire ballot. You have a right to a replacement ballot. If you make a mistake or want 
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obtain a new ballot.
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(Vote for up to eight)
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(Vote hasta por ocho)
Juez de la Corte Suprema

1

Democratic

Driscoll
Timothy S.
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Democratic

Heckman
Susan B.

3

Democratic

DeStefano
Vito M.

4

Democratic

Modelewski
Christopher

5

Democratic

Singer
Conrad D.

6

Democratic

Peterson
Danielle M.

7

Democratic

Sapraicone
Daly
Eileen

8

Democratic

McDonough
Fox-
Elizabeth

1

Republican

Driscoll
Timothy S.

2

Republican

Heckman
Susan B.

3

Republican

DeStefano
Vito M.

4

Republican

Modelewski
Christopher

5

Republican

Singer
Conrad D.

6
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Danielle M.

7
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Sapraicone
Daly
Eileen

8
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McDonough
Fox-
Elizabeth

1

Conservative

Driscoll
Timothy S.

2

Conservative

Heckman
Susan B.

3
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Reinhardt
Lisa M.
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Tax Revolt

Johnson
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Gurpreet

17

Working
Families
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Donnelly, Kaminsky slug it out for D.A.
By Jim Bernstein
jbernstein@liherald.com

The contest for Nassau County dis-
trict attorney has been the most bitterly 
fought off  all races this election season, 
with State Sen. Todd Kaminsky, the 
Democrat, and Anne Donnelly, the 
Republican, trading a slew of  bighting 
accusations against each other, mostly 
centering on who is most responsible 
for setting prisoners free on the street to 
commit other crimes. 

The accusations stem from Donnel-
ly’s attempts to paint Kaminsky as the 
legislator who wrote the state’s Bail 
Reform Law, which gives and prohibits 
judges’ discretion to assign bail in many 
felony and certain non-felony cases. 
Kaminsky voted for the bill, but did not 
write it.

Although the State Legislature 
amended the law in April 2020 to include 
a greater number of  crimes for which 
bail could be assigned, the issue contin-
ues to dominate the campaign, and the 
ads continue to run on local TV stations. 
Donnelly points to her 30 years of  work-
ing as a prosecutor in the Nassau D.A.’s 
office, heading different bureaus. 
Kaminsky notes that he served as a 
prosecutor in the U.S. attorney’s office 
in Manhattan.

Herald: nassau County has a growing 
immigrant population that often does not 
trust law enforcement. How would you 
improve that relationship?

Kaminsky: As district attorney, my office 
will have information available in every 
language, as well as community liaisons 
who do outreach in every part of  Nas-
sau County. And let me be clear: I will 
have a zero tolerance for hate crimes as 
district attorney. Hate crimes against 
the immigrant population have risen at 
troubling rates recently, and the trend 
must be addressed aggressively. It 
doesn’t matter if  you’re Jewish, 
LGBTQ, Asian, Black or Muslim: You 
deserve to feel safe walking down the 
streets of  your neighborhood. As dis-
trict attorney, I will take a tough and 
aggressive approach to hold racists and 
other hate-mongers accountable in our 
community by instituting a zero-toler-
ance policy. I am proud to have the sup-
port of  law enforcement, including the 
New York State Troopers and local 
Police Benevolent Association. They 
know my record. They know I will fight 
to protect all Long Islanders. Rebuilding 
trust doesn’t just mean the prosecutor’s 
office has to have a better relationship 
with communities—it also means trust 
in government and institutions overall 
has to improve by prosecuting corrup-
tion. Corruption has infested every level 
of  government here in Nassau County. 
As a federal prosecutor, I worked on the 
highest-level corruption cases, success-
fully prosecuting both Democrats and 
Republicans who violated the public 
trust. Corruption will have no place to 

hide when I am district attorney.

Donnelly: I am committed to serving all 
residents of  Nassau County in a fair 
and respectful manner. Part of  that com-
mitment consists of  helping to ensure 
that people who have emigrated from 
other countries into the United States 
are welcomed into the communities in 
which they have chosen to settle. Out-
reach programs that feature govern-
mental liaisons who speak the primary 
languages of  members of  our diverse 
community should be at the top of  the 
priority list. Educational initiatives and 
literature in various languages are also 
needed to welcome residents and build 
trust. I am prepared to play a leadership 
role in this area.

Herald: Gangs are growing in nassau and 
suffolk. Aside from prosecuting those 
apprehended, what else can the district 
attorney’s office do to stem the violence?

Kaminsky: As a federal prosecutor, I suc-
cessfully took down gang leaders and 
the gun and drug traffickers who sup-
plied them, cleaning up our streets and 
keeping dangerous weapons out of  
criminals’ hands. Gang violence is a 
serious threat to our communities, and 

combating them will be a top priority of  
my office. Some of  the worst gangs are 
international in scope and go beyond 
our state and even our country’s bor-
ders. This means that having strong 
partnerships with federal law enforce-
ment agencies is critical. As someone 
who worked as a federal prosecutor, I 
will coordinate with our federal part-
ners closely to root out gang violence. 
Importantly, when it comes to gangs, we 
also cannot keep treating the symp-
toms—we must treat the underlying dis-
ease. We must establish trust in commu-
nities with gang violence and work with 
local organizations to identify bad 
actors and offer alternatives to crime. 
My office will be constantly working 
with schools and after-school programs 
to educate young people about the dan-
gers of  gangs, and investing in these 
programs so our young people are learn-
ing, partaking in constructive activities 
and do not choose to walk the path that 
gangs offer them.

Donnelly: Collaborating with schools, as 
well as municipal governments and 
non-for-profits, we can provide more 
opportunities for enrichment and 
socialization programs as viable alter-
natives to gangs. Safe activities and 

good mentors are important compo-
nents of  attractive and positive choices 
for young people. I plan to explore the 
use of  asset forfeiture funds to further 
programs of  this type.

Herald: Our jails are often overcrowded 
and riddled with Covid-19 cases. What 
would you recommend to ease these con-
ditions?

Kaminsky: The best way to address over-
crowding, deliver swift justice for vic-
tims and lower crime is to fully fund our 
court system. There are federal funds 
available through the Department of  
Justice to help—and I will push the state 
to add more dollars to ensure justice is 
served. I will also make sure that pro-
grams with proven track records to turn 
around criminal behavior — especially 
for substance abuse — are funded to 
keep Nassau safe and to reduce the 
recidivism that floods our courts with 
cases.

Donnelly: The Nassau County jail is not 
overcrowded, and I am intimately aware 
of  this fact, having served as the district 
attorney’s liaison to the correctional 
center until recently. Indeed, the inmate 
population is at its lowest level in the 
past 25 years. What’s more, the facility 
did an excellent job in containing and 
treating Covid. Unfortunately, the “cash-
less bail” law that was co-authored by 
my opponent has greatly limited the 
ability of  judges to make incarceration 
decisions for individuals based upon the 
pertinent facts in each case.

eleCtiOn 2021

Anne Donnelly

Party: Republican

Age: 56

Hometown: Garden City

Professional Background: Worked in 
the district attorney’s office for more 
than three decades and serves as 
the deputy chief of the Organize 
Crime and Rackets Bureau. Spent 
time as the acting chief in the Public 
Corruption Bureau, senior trial assis-
tant in the Rackets Bureau and as 
deputy chief of the Economic Crimes 
Bureau. She earned her law degree 
from Fordham University in 1989.

Todd Kaminsky

Party: Democrat

Age: 43

Hometown: Long Beach

Professional Background: Member 
of New York State Senate represent-
ing the 9th district, based on South 
Shore since 2016. He previously 
worked as an assistant district attor-
ney in the Queens County District 
Attorney’s Office before joining the 
U.S. Attorney’s Office for the Eastern 
District of New York as an assistant 
U.S. attorney. Kaminsky was elected 
to the State Assembly, serving in 
that body from 2014 to 2016. He 
earned his law degree from New York 
University.
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Blakeman, Curran vie for county executive
By JEFFREY BESSEN
jbessen@liherald.com

Democratic incumbent Laura Curran 
is running for her second four-term as 
county executive. Her Republican oppo-
nent is Town of  Hempstead Councilman 
Bruce Blakeman. The Herald asked the 
candidates three pertinent questions to 
get their take on the issues.

Herald: Nassau is one of three counties 
that pay the highest average property 
taxes in the state. What is your plan to 
help reduce the tax burden?

Curran: As the hardworking families of  
Nassau know, you can’t get far without a 
balanced budget. Before I took office, 
decades of  wasteful corruption and 
reckless mismanagement plagued our 
county. I am proud that through dogged 
fiscal discipline, my administration has 
turned budget deficits into surpluses. 
Nassau families deserve to know their 
hard-earned money is being spent 
responsibly. That’s why I devoted my 
first term to cleaning up the mess oth-
ers left behind and bringing real 
accountability to government: 

I delivered four balanced budgets and 
consecutive budget surpluses; secured 
Nassau’s first bond upgrade in over a 
decade; held the line on property taxes 
and proposed a responsible $70 million 
tax reduction for 2022, and a $150 mil-
lion tax reduction over the next four 
years. 

As Nassau continues the economic 
recovery from Covid, I am also proud to 
say that we are in a position to give 
American Rescue Plan dollars back to 
the taxpayers. Our books are balanced, 
so I am giving $375 direct cash payments 
to more than 400,000 households. I have 
worked hard to earn the trust of  Nassau 
taxpayers, and I will continue to pursue 
tax relief, like my tax cut, without sacri-
ficing our future fiscal stability.

Blakeman: Laura Curran’s reassessment 
is crushing families and seniors with 
higher property taxes. School tax bills 
are arriving at home this October, and 
just like last year, property taxes will 
soar for an overwhelming majority of  
homeowners because of  Curran’s reas-
sessment. While your property taxes are 
going up, Laura Curran’s taxes went 
down [decreased by $255].  

For the majority of  homeowners, 
Curran’s tax hikes continue for three 
more years unless you stop her this 
Election Day. I believe it’s wrong for 
Laura Curran to increase county prop-
erty taxes to the highest level ever in 
Nassau’s history while also generating 
millions in surplus funds. 

As county executive, I will end Cur-
ran’s reassessment and cut taxes. Gov-
ernment should never collect more than 
it needs to operate. My plan cuts proper-
ty taxes by over $128 million – that’s $58 
million more than Laura Curran is will-
ing to give back – and I’ll pay for that tax 

cut by returning Nassau County’s entire 
budget surplus to residents. I will con-
tinue to return budget surpluses each 
year while restricting new spending and 
reducing debt. It’s time to put govern-
ment on a serious diet, and it’s time to 
really cut taxes.

Herald: The residential property assess-
ment system still needs an overhaul. 
What would you do to make it beneficial 
for homeowners and the county?

Curran: Nassau’s assessment system has 
been a mess for decades. Politician after 
politician kicked this can down the 
road, choosing what was politically con-
venient over what was right. I ran on a 
promise to finally address our broken 
assessment system, and I did just that. 
My administration took on a tough fight 
and had the political courage to imple-
ment a fair and accurate reassessment 
of  the tax roll, which had been frozen 
for nearly a decade. 

The accuracy of  my administration’s 
reassessment has been verified by 
Newsday, by the state and by indepen-
dent experts. I have ensured residents 
have the opportunity to adapt to chang-
es in assessment values by implement-
ing my Taxpayer Protection Plan, which 
phases in any assessment correction 
over the next five years. I will also 
always protect residents’ right to grieve 
their property assessment.

In my first term, I tackled the fiscal 
mismanagement that has plagued Nas-
sau for decades, turning chronic deficits 
into surpluses. I took on reassessment 
when my predecessors lacked the politi-
cal courage to do so. As a result, our 
assessment system is fairer and more 
accurate today than it has been in years.  

Blakeman: Laura Curran placed a huge 
financial burden on the backs of  fami-
lies and seniors, with an overwhelming 
majority of  homeowners facing soaring 
school taxes in 2021 as a result of  her 
reassessment. 

Errors in Curran’s assessment roll 
also resulted in multi-millionaires hav-
ing their property tax bill erased. Man-
sions received tax bills for zero dollars 
in property taxes. While the reassess-
ment was supposed to create equity, it 
did not. Neighboring homes built by the 
same developer pay dif ferent tax 
amounts regardless of  being exactly the 
same. 

It’s clear that we need to scrap Cur-
ran’s reassessment plan entirely and 
start fresh. As county executive, I will 
terminate Laura Curran’s reassess-
ment. Her phased-in tax hikes for the 
next three years will be immediately 
terminated by my administration. 
Instead, I will hire qualified profession-
als to run the Assessment Department 
and create a new, fair system while also 
cutting property taxes by over $120 mil-
lion.

Herald: The Covid-19 pandemic remains 
an overarching problem. What would you 
do to help ensure that residents are 
healthy life can to return to “normal?”

Curran: I worked around the clock with 
communities and health officials during 
the toughest days of  the pandemic to 
keep residents healthy and informed. I 
visited small businesses constantly to 
keep a finger on the pulse of  our local 
economy. I advocated for safe re-open-
ings when it made sense to support our 
long-term economic health.

We were open and transparent 

throughout the pandemic, pursuing an 
approach centered around education, 
outreach and accessibility. It is this 
approach that has earned us the rank-
ing of  highest vaccinated county in the 
state and second highest vaccinated 
among large counties nationally. Our 
93.6 percent adult-vaccination-rate has 
allowed for a robust recovery — but 
we’re not done.

As we recover, the county is reaching 
out to small business owners to get 
$10,000 in individual grants to those that 
need them. County mobile vaccination 
teams are visiting businesses directly 
and providing vaccinations to staff. 
Paramedics are taking vaccines to the 
homebound. We will provide $100 mil-
lion in American Rescue Plan funds to 
some 400,000 households as $375 direct 
cash payments, which will help families 
buy school supplies, cover utility bills 
and stimulate our local economy as we 
continue to come back stronger. 

Blakeman: Covid-19 will be around for 
years to come, and we can never return 
to the days of  a closed economy. 
We must adapt by fully reopening gov-
ernment to serve the people and wel-
come those in need of  services. We must 
continue to offer free testing, vaccines 
and booster shots to people who want 
them. Schools must never close again. 
Big box stores should never be allowed 
to stay open while small businesses are 
shuttered. Restaurants should be 
allowed to keep outdoor dining and con-
tinue their indoor operations. As county 
executive, I’ll keep my pledge to do these 
things while also ensuring we have a 
transparent reporting process related to 
Covid cases.

ElECTioN 2021

Bruce Blakeman

Age: 66

Hometown: Atlantic Beach

Professional Background: Attorney

Political experience: Town of Hemp-
stead councilman; Nassau County 
legislator including serving as pre-
siding officer; Port Authority com-
missioner

Laura Curran

Age: 53

Hometown: Baldwin

Professional Background: Journalist, 
Herald Community Newspapers, New 
York Daily News and New York Post

Political experience: Baldwin Board 
of Education and Nassau County leg-
islator 2014 to 2017
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COMPTROLLER
ELECTION 2021

Party: Democratic

Age: 40

Professional experience: 
Corporate attorney, business 
litigator

Political career: Second-
time candidate

On the issues:
 Brian Cronin said the 
Nassau County comptroller’s 
office must lean into the 
“new normal” and embrace 
modernization, saying that 
the office still uses technolo-
gy from the middle of the 
20th century and is thus 
overdue for an upgrade. In 
doing so, it would allow the 
office to adapt more effec-
tively not only to the “new 
normal” but also to any hur-
dles to come.

 Nassau has become a 
“hub of diversity,” he said. As 
comptroller, he would “repre-
sent the entire county” and 
strive to have voices from 
every community heard.  
Many new businesses in 
Nassau are minority-owned, 
he said, and he would work 
to ensure that county con-
tracts were evenly distributed 
among business owners. 
 The comptroller, he said, 
is the “taxpayers’ watchdog 
responsible for fighting 
waste and fraud,” adding 
that the office will take on 
“increasing importance given 

the uncertainty of the post-
Covid economy.” 
 He would recruit “high-
level professionals from the 
private sector to join our 
team so that we have the 
skilled team required to 
address these unprecedent-
ed times,” adding, “Taxpayers 
must have confidence that 
this team is not politicized. 
Like most taxpayers, I am 
sick and tired of divisive pol-
itics. This is why I have com-
mitted to hiring a moderate 
Republican as my top depu-
ty. Such bipartisanship has 
become far too rare in 
today’s politics.”

Brian 
Cronin

Party: Republican

Age: 61

Professional experience: 
Financial adviser, vice presi-
dent of mortgage finance 
and institutional sales

Political career: Formerly 
state senator, 7th District, 
mayor of Village of Flower Hill

On the issues:
 As Nassau County comp-
troller, Elaine Phillips said 
she would play a crucial role 
in “objectively identifying 
those governmental agencies 
whose performance is lag-
ging and making recommen-
dations to address deficien-
cies.”  An example of a lack 
of adequate management 
and adaption has been seen 
within the Department of 

Consumer Affairs, she said.  
The county administration, 
she said, should “follow the 
Town of Hempstead’s suc-
cessful practice of issuing 
permits and licenses off 
campus through the use of 
mobile trailers. Strict safe-
guards have been employed 
to meet the needs of taxpay-
ers.”
 While in the private sec-
tor at Goldman Sachs, she 
said, she oversaw the diver-
sity efforts, and while she 
was a New York state sena-
tor, she sponsored multiple 
educational and outreach 

forums on diversity. As Nas-
sau comptroller, she said 
she would work to ensure 
diversity, equity and inclu-
sion in the workplace, and 
educate and promote solu-
tions to ensure equal rights 
for all. At the same time, she 
would undertake perfor-
mance audits of all county 
departments to ascertain 
whether they are meeting 
diversity, equity and inclu-
sion metrics. 
 As comptroller, she said, 
she would serve as the “tax-
payer’s watchdog.” “Taxes 
and spending need to be 
controlled in Nassau County,” 
she said. “I have the back-
ground and expertise to 
implement audits to weed 
out waste, abuse and fraud, 
saving taxpayers money. Fur-
ther, I will audit the recent 
property tax reassessment to 
determine the extent to 
which mistakes [were] 
made.”

Elaine 
Phillips

NASSAU COUNTY CLERK
ELECTION 2021

Party: Republican

Age: 70

Hometown: East Williston

Career: County clerk, former 
nurse

Political experience: Nas-
sau County clerk, 
2006-present; New York 
state assemblywoman, 
1998-2005; trustee and 
deputy mayor, Village of East 
Williston, 1991-98

On the issues:
 Maureen O’Connell said 
her goal is to continue to 
expand on the many steps 
taken to improve the office 
since she was first elected in 
2005, and to ensure that it 
operates effectively and effi-
ciently. She and her staff 

have worked to process 
more than a million back-
logged records and imple-
mented an electronic filing 
process that converts paper 
land records to a digital for-
mat to ensure they remain 
safe for the future, and she 
said she hoped to continue 
to serve residents of all ages 
in the community by helping 
them to learn about the ben-
efits of the clerk’s office. 
 O’Connell and her staff 
have also implemented 
security measures to protect 
residents from scams and 
identity theft, and have 

worked with military veterans 
to protect them from data 
breaches through the years. 
She said she has also found 
ways to get the community 
involved by extending office 
hours, creating outreach pro-
grams and educating con-
stituents on what the clerk’s 
office provides.

Party: Democratic

Age: 30

Hometown: Baldwin

Career: Health-care admin-
istrator

Political experience: Served 
on the Uniondale Board of 
Education for the past three 
years

On the issues:
 Justin Brown said he has 
long been passionate about 
helping people and being an 
advocate for residents. He 
intends to make the office 
more innovative with tech-
nology so that residents 
could receive documents 
and enjoy greater accessibil-
ity without having to visit the 
office in person and imple-

menting a modern system 
that his office would have 
full control over online.  
 Brown said he would also 
ensure that the clerk’s office 
could engage with the com-
munities by providing more 
education and collaborating 
with key stakeholders in all 
towns to create a dialogue 
so that residents can take 
full advantage of the county 
clerk’s resources and bene-
fits.

Justin 
Brown
Challenger

Maureen 
O’Connell

Incumbent
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Family Court 
Judge Candidate

Darlene D. Harris
Age: 55

Hometown: Uniondale

Education: University of Pennsyl-
vania; Hofstra University

Legal career: District Court 
judge since January 2015, prac-
ticed law in family court for 13 
years, former Nassau County leg-
islator.

2021 JUDICIAL CANDIDATES
ELECTION 2021

3rd District Court Judge

Lisa Saltzman
Running on the Democratic, Republican 

and Conservative party lines in the general election

Age: 55

Lives in: Great Neck

Education: Bachelor’s from New 
York University, 1988; law degree 
from Yeshiva University in 1991

Legal career: Upon graduation, 
Saltzman began working as a 
trial attorney at the Legal Aid 
Society, where she stayed until 
1997. She has worked as a supervising attorney with Queens 
Defenders since 1997, and an attorney at law in her private prac-
tice since 2010. Saltzman is also an adjunct professor of law at 
Seton Hall University, a position she has held since 2010.

David I. Levine
Democratic, Republican, 

Conservative

Age: 55

Lives in: Roslyn Heights

Education: Gaduated from SUNY 
Binghamton in 1987 and earned 
his law degree from New York 
Law School in 1990.

Legal career:  Judge Levine was 
appointed by the County Execu-
tive Laura Curran to the Nassau 
County District Court this past March.
 Levine previously served as the associate justice for the Vil-
lage of Manorhaven from November 2019 to March 2021.
 Levine was also a member of the Town of North Hempstead 
Board of Zoning and Appeals from January 2012 to March 2021.
 Prior to ascending to the District Court bench, he maintained 
a private practice in Mineola from 1997 to March 2021 and was 
an assistant district attorney in Queens from 1990 to 1997.
 

William Hohauser
Democratic, Republican, 

Conservative

Age: 62

Lives in: xxxx

Education: Earned bachelor’s 
degree from SUNY Binghamton 
in 1981 and his law degree from 
Columbia Law School in 1984.

Legal career: Hohauser served 
as counsel and the executive 
director for Morgan Stanley 
Smith Barney from 1987 to 2015. While there, his areas of prac-
tice included securities, corporate, employment, RICO and real 
estate law as well as Uniform Commercial Code and tort claims.

Vincent T. Muscarella
 Vincent T. Muscarella, a 
Republican, is running unop-
posed for the 2nd District Court. 
He was elected to the first ses-
sion of the Nassau County Legis-
lature on Nov. 5, 1995. He repre-
sents the 8th Legislative District, 
which encompasses Franklin 
Square, Floral Park, Bellerose, 
Bellerose Terrace, West Hemp-
stead and portions of Elmont, 
New Hyde Park and Stewart 
Manor. 
 Muscarella was born in Nassau County in 1954 and is a life-
long resident of the county. After completing his undergraduate 
studies at Bowdoin College in Maine, he attended St. John’s Law 
School and received his J.D. in 1979. Muscarella is a partner in 
the law firm of Muscarella and Tomasone and a member of the 
Nassau County, New York State, and Florida Bar Associations. He 
is admitted to practice in the Federal District Courts for the East-
ern and Southern Districts. 

2nd District 
Court Judge

PHOTO
NOT

AVAILABLE

PHOTO
NOT

AVAILABLE



Danielle Peterson
Party: Republican Age: 46

Education: Peterson earned her bachelor’s 
from the University of Delaware in 1997 and 
a J.D. from Hofstra University on 2000.

Legal career: Peterson began her legal career 
as an attorney in a private practice in 2001. In 
2010, she became the principal law clerk to 
the Hon. Anthony L. Parga of the Nassau County 
Supreme Court and was elected justice in 
2015.      

Susan B. Heckman
Party: Democratic, Republican and Conserva-
tive Age: 41

Education: Earned bachelor’s in history and 
political science from Bucknell University in 
2002; received law degree from Villanova Uni-
versity School of Law in 2005.

Legal career: From 2007 to 2010, served as a 
defense attorney for the Legal Aid Society of 
Suffolk County. Since 2012, Heckman has 
served as the principal law secretary to Suffolk 
Supreme Court Justice John B. Collins.

STATE SUPREME COURT JUSTICE
ELECTION 2021

Elizabeth Fox McDonough
Party: Democratic, Republican and Conserva-
tive Age: 59

Education: Earned bachelor’s from St. John’s 
University in 1984 and J.D. St. John’s University 
in 1987.

Legal career: From 1987 to 1997, served as 
an assistant district attorney in Queens.
From 1997 to 2001, served as the principal 
law clerk to Justice Arthur Cooperman in the 
Criminal Term of the Queens County Supreme 
Court.

Joseph Girardi
Party: Democratic, Republican and Conserva-
tive Age: 62

Education: Graduated with Highest Honors 
from SUNY Oneonta in 1981 with a dual major 
of U.S. history and political science. Graduated 
from Georgetown Law Center in 1984 and was 
a Criminal Justice Clinic participant.

Legal career: From 1984 to 1988, served as 
an assistant district attorney in Queens.  From 
1988 to 2015, he was an attorney in private 
practice specializing in criminal cases.

Eileen Daly-Sapraicone
Party: Democratic, Republican and Conserva-
tive Age: 57

Education: Bachelor’s from St. John’s University 
in 1991; law degree from City University of New 
York Law School in 1995.

Legal career: Daly-Sapraicone began her legal 
career in 1995 as an assistant district attorney 
Queens, where she worked for six years. Daly-
Sapraicone served as a special counsel in the 
special commissioner of investigation for the 
New York City School District. 

Timothy S. Driscoll
Party: Democratic, Conservative, Republican 
Age: 54

Education: Bachelor’s Hofstra University, 1988; 
law degree, Harvard Law School, 1991.

Legal career: After graduating from law school, 
Driscoll began a year-long clerkship with the 
Hon. Joseph M. McLaughlinof the U.S. Court of 
Appeals for the second circuit. Upon comple-
tion of his clerkship, he entered into private 
practice.  Driscoll left the private sector in 1996 
to join the Nassau district attorney’s office. 

Vito DeStefano
Party: Democratic, Republican, Conservative 
Age: 54

Education: Wagner College; Brooklyn Law 
School.

Legal career: Elected to the New York State 
Supreme Court in 2007 and is presiding in the 
Commercial Division and over the Tax Certiorari 
part of the court in Nassau County. He was a 
Nassau County District Court judge from 2004 
through 2007. Was appointed to the New York 
State’s Advisory Committee on Judicial Ethics. 
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RELIEF IS AVAILABLE 
FOR NASSAU RESIDENTS

Nassau County has approved a plan to use  
federal relief funds for direct payments of 

$375 to eligible households.

Here’s what you need to know:
If you receive the Enhanced STAR 
benefit for Seniors, Senior Citizens’ 
Property Tax Exemption or the  
Limited Income-Disability Exemption, 
you will automatically be mailed a 
$375 direct payment. 

If your household earned $168,900 or less in 2020 collect your  
necessary documents and then follow the link or QR code below.
 
If your household earned $168,901 or more but under $500,000 in 
2020 follow the link or QR code below to learn if you qualify.

Household Assistance Program (HAP) Information
 www.nassaucountyny.gov/HAPinfo

If you need in-person help, 
call 516-571-1555 for an appointment. 11

49
66

6

SERVING LONG ISLAND  
FOR OVER 50 YEARS! 
We can install a custom designed sprinkler 
system for your home without any damage 
to your existing lawn and shrubs.

IRRIGATION & LANDSCAPING 
LIGHTING SPECIALISTS

ANY NEW INSTALLATION
WITH THIS AD

•  New Installations
•  Revamping of Existing Systems
•  Winterize & Summerize
•  Rain Sensors
•  Landscape Lighting Specialists
•  Certified Backflow Testers

www.LawnSpr ink lers .com
516-486-7500 // 333 Baldwin Road Hempstead, NY 11550

THE MOST RECOGNIZABLE SERVICE 
VAN IN THE SPRINKLER INDUSTRY...
AND WE HAVE 25 ON THE ROAD EACH DAY TO SERVE YOU!

SUFFOLK COUNTY 
LICENSE 1629-RP/3462-RE

NASSAU COUNTY 
LICENSE HI815700000

SERVING LONG ISLAND  
FOR OVER 50 YEARS! 
We can install a custom designed sprinkler 
system for your home without any damage 
to your existing lawn and shrubs.

IRRIGATION & LANDSCAPING 
LIGHTING SPECIALISTS

ANY NEW INSTALLATION
WITH THIS AD

•  New Installations
•  Revamping of Existing Systems
•  Winterize & Summerize
•  Rain Sensors
•  Landscape Lighting Specialists
•  Certified Backflow Testers

www.LawnSpr ink lers .com
516-486-7500 // 333 Baldwin Road Hempstead, NY 11550

THE MOST RECOGNIZABLE SERVICE 
VAN IN THE SPRINKLER INDUSTRY...
AND WE HAVE 25 ON THE ROAD EACH DAY TO SERVE YOU!

SUFFOLK COUNTY 
LICENSE 1629-RP/3462-RE

NASSAU COUNTY 
LICENSE HI815700000

11
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FALL PRICING on LAWN 
SPRINKLER SYSTEMS…

There Is A
 Rainbow At 
The End Of 

Our Sprinkler
 Installation

  Big Savings

Ask Us About 
Our Landscape 

Lighting 
Specials!

• New installations 
• Revamping of Existing Systems 
• Winterize & Summerize 
• Rain Sensors 
• Landscape Lighting Specialists 
• Certified Backflow Testers 
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MEET LONG ISLAND’S TEAM 
FOR BRAIN & SPINE CARE

John Pile-Spellman, M.D. 
Neuroendovascular Surgery

Sundeep Mangla, M.D. 
Neuroendovascular Surgery

Jae Choi, M.D. 
Aneurysm Neurology

Neuroendovascular Surgery

Michael H. Brisman, M.D. 
Trigeminal Neuralgia

Brain Tumors

Nassau Neurosurgeons

William J. Sonstein, M.D. 
Spine Surgery

Jeffrey A. Brown, M.D. 
Neuropathic Facial Pain

Artem Y. Vaynmen, M.D. 
Spine Surgery

Jonathan L. Brisman, M.D. 
Neurovascular Neurosurgery

Endovascular Neurosurgery

Brain Tumors

Stephen T. Onesti, M.D. 
Spine Surgery

Brian J. Snyder, M.D. 
Parkinson’s Surgery

Epilepsy Surgery

Pain Surgery

Sachin N. Shah, M.D. 
Spine Surgery

John A. Grant, M.D. 
Pediatric Neurosurgery

Neurovascular Neurosurgery

Brain Tumors

Vladmir Y. Dadashev, M.D. 
Spine Surgery

Paolo A. Bolognese, M.D. 
Chiari I Malformation

Syringomyelia

Xavier P.J. Gaudin, D.O. 
Spine Surgery

Robert N. Holtzman, M.D. 
General Neurosurgery

Spine Surgery

Benjamin R. Cohen, M.D. 
Spine Surgery

Yusef I. Mosley, M.D. 
Spine Surgery

Suffolk Neurosurgeons

Ramin Rak, M.D. 
Spine Surgery

Brain Tumors

Alan Mechanic, M.D. 
General Neurosurgery

Spine Surgery

Donald S. Krieff, D.O. 
Spine Surgery

Zachariah M. George, M.D. 
Spine Surgery

Alexandros D. Zouzias, M.D. 
Spine Surgery

Daniel M. Birk, M.D. 
Spine Surgery

Raymond Baule, M.D. 
Spine Surgery

(844) NSPC-DOC | nspc.com

Neuropsychology

Neuro-Oncology

Gad Klein, Ph.D. 
Neuropsychology

Jai Grewal, M.D. 
Neuro-Oncology

In-Network with  
The Empire Plan  
(NYSHIP)

Scan here 
to request a 
consultation

11
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Herald eNdOrSeMeNTS

T he most hard-fought, nasti-
est race in Nassau County 
this election season has 
been the contest for district 

attorney, pitting Dem-
ocratic State Sen. Todd 
Kaminsky against 
Republican Anne Don-
nelly. Both have run 
scathing television 
ads, with Donnelly 
accusing Kaminsky of  
freeing prisoners 
under the state’s new 
bail-reform law, and 
Kaminsky accusing 
Donnelly of  botching a 
murder trial leading to 
a mistrial.

But the bad-mouth-
ing began with the 
Republicans, who see 
the D.A.’s race as their best 
chance to capture a powerful seat 
in county government and were 
first to air the ads. In our view, 
Kaminsky is the better candidate.

The State Legislature passed a 
bail-reform measure in 2019, 
restricting the use of  cash bail 
and pretrial detention in misde-
meanor and nonviolent felony 
cases. It also gave judges discre-
tion to assign bail in almost all 
violent felony cases and certain 
nonviolent cases, such as witness 
tampering. The law was amended 
in 2020, and Kaminsky voted for 
the amended law, which gives 
judges bail discretion in a greater 
number of  cases. 

In her TV ads, Donnelly accused 
Kaminsky of  writing the bail-

reform bill. That was untrue. 
Kaminsky voted for it, but was not 
its author.

This issue was central to the 
campaign for D.A. 
That’s a shame, 
because there are 
other issues that 
demanded the atten-
tion of  both candi-
dates. Kaminsky, while 
having to defend him-
self  against the false 
allegations, did bring 
up other matters, 
including the need for 
stronger gun control 
legislation and a wom-
an’s right to choose in 
the growing debate 
over abortion.

Kaminsky has prov-
en himself  to be an able state sen-
ator, particularly when it comes to 
the environment, an issue of  great 
importance to his South Shore 
constituency. He is chairman of  
the Senate Environmental Conser-
vation Committee, and authored 
the Climate Leadership and Com-
munity Protection Act, an aggres-
sive climate-change program that 
puts New York on the road to car-
bon neutrality and a green-energy 
economy. He has been in the fore-
front of  a fight to regulate carci-
nogenic contaminants in Long 
Island’s water supply, and has 
passed legislation banning prod-
ucts containing toxic substances. 
He secured billions of  dollars for 
clean-water systems.

Elect Todd Kaminsky Nassau 
County district attorney

Herald 
Endorsement

Todd Kaminsky

Continued on page 23
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I  
My Community

Stay connected to the schools, 
high school sports, 

local government, shopping, 
dining and more. 

Start or renew your FREE subscription to 
The Herald today and save.

real local, real news.

Request it today and we’ll mail you a 
FREE 52-week subscription. 

 Visit www.liherald.com/subscribe or order 
by phone at (516) 569-4000 x7. 

The
JewishStar

.com

11
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New York’s Trusted Jewish Newspaper • Honest Reporting, Torah-True
For free delivery to your synagogue or store, email Publisher@TheJewishStar.com

Fri. nite Oct 29
and Sat. Oct 30

This week’s
Torah portion:
Chayei Sarah

Shabbos Mevarchim

Candle Lighting 
5:37 pm

Shabbat Ends
6:45 pm

Five Towns times from the
Whilte Shul, Far Rockaway

Long Island



LEGAL NOTICE
PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE
INC. VILLAGE OF LAUREL  
HOLLOW
NOTICE IS HEREBY  
GIVEN, that a public  
hearing will be held by  
and before the Board of  
Trustees of the Inc.  
Village of Laurel Hollow,  
Nassau County, New York  
via Zoom
Videoconference, on
Wednesday, November
10, 2021, at 6:30 P.M. to  
consider and take action  
upon a proposed contract  
between the Inc. Village  
of Laurel Hollow, the  
Oyster Bay Fire
Department Inc., and the  
Atlantic Steamer Fire  
Company No. 1, with  
respect to the area in said  
Village located North of  
State Highway 25 A.
Copies of the proposed  
contracts are on file at  
the Village Clerk’s Office  
in the Village Hall where 

they may be reviewed  
between the hours of  
9:00 A.M. and 4:00 P.M.,  
Monday through Friday,  
except holidays, until the  
time of the hearing.
Public participation will  
be available via the Zoom  
link posted under the  
“News” tab at the Laurel  
Hollow website -  
https://www.laurelhollow. 
org. Due to the current  
coronavirus restrictions,  
physical attendance is not  
permissible.
NANCY POPPER
DEPUTY CLERK
October 20, 2021 
128155

LEGAL NOTICE
PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE
INC. VILLAGE OF LAUREL  
HOLLOW
NOTICE IS HEREBY
GIVEN, that a public  
hearing will be held by  
and before the Board of  
Trustees of the Inc. 

Village of Laurel Hollow,  
Nassau County, New York  
via Zoom
Videoconference, on
Wednesday, November  
10, 2021, at 6:30 P.M. to  
consider and take action  
upon a proposed contract  
for police service between  
the Inc. Village of Laurel  
Hollow and the Inc.  
Village of Oyster Bay  
Cove.
Copies of the proposed  
contracts are on file at  
the Village Clerk’s Office  
in the Village Hall where  
they may be reviewed  
between the hours of  
9:00 A.M. and 4:00 P.M.,  
Monday through Friday,  
except holidays, until the  
time of the hearing.
Public participation will  
be available via the Zoom  
link posted under the  
“News” tab at the Laurel  
Hollow website -  
https://www.laurelhollow. 
org. Due to the current 

coronavirus restrictions,  
physical attendance is not  
permissible.
NANCY POPPER
DEPUTY CLERK
October 20, 2021 
128154

LEGAL NOTICE
NOTICE OF FORMATION  
OF LIMITED LIABILITY  
COMPANY. NAME:
ZYLBERMAN
CONSULTING LLC.
Articles of Organization  
were filed with the  
Secretary of State of New  
York, (SSNY) on 1/29/21.  
NY Office location:  
Nassau County. SSNY has  
been designated as agent  
of the LLC upon whom  
process against it may be  
served. SSNY shall mail a  
copy of the process to:  
Benjamin Silverman  
Purpose: To engage in  
any lawful act or activity.
127710

Public Notices
LOBG1
1029

LEGAL NOTICE
UNITED STATES POSTAL 
SERVICE
Statement of Ownership, 
Management, and Circula-
tion
1. Publication Title: OYSTER 
BAY GUARDIAN.
2. Publication No. 416660.
3. Filing Date: October 1, 
2021.
4. Issue Frequency: Weekly.
5. No. of Issues Published 
Annually 52.
6. Annual Subscription Price: 
$39.
7 .  C o m p l e t e  M a i l i n g 
Address of Known Office of 
Publication: 2 ENDO BLVD, 
GARDEN CITY, NY 11530
8 .  C o m p l e t e  M a i l i n g 
Address of Headquarters or 
General Business Office of 
Publisher: 2 Endo Blvd., 
Garden City, Nassau County, 
NY 11530.
9 Full Names and Complete 
Mailing Addresses of Pub-
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While Kaminsky’s environmen-
tal record is enviable, the question 
is, does this make a good prosecu-
tor? We believe his passion for 
issues demonstrates his hunger to 
do good work through public 
office, and his ability to work 
effectively as an elected leader. 
Kaminsky has pledged to use the 
bully pulpit of  the D.A.’s office to 
take on big-picture law-enforce-
ment issues, and he no doubt can. 

 Donnelly argues that she is the 
law-enforcement professional. She 
has been a prosecutor in the coun-
ty D.A.’s office for 32 years, and 
served as deputy chief  of  the 
Organized Crime and Rackets 
Bureau. Certainly, such service is 
admirable.

Kaminsky, who became a state 
senator in 2016, worked as an 
assistant district attorney in the 
Queens D.A.’s office before joining 
the U.S. attorney’s office for the 
Eastern District of  New York. He 
prosecuted elected officials who 
used taxpayer dollars to support 
their lifestyles, including former 

State Senate Majority Leader 
Pedro Espada Jr., State Assembly-
man Jimmy Meng and Michael 
Grimm, a member of  Congress.

Kaminsky offered some fresh 
ideas to improve the D.A.’s office. 
He promised to crack down on 
hate crimes at a time when anti-
Semitic and racist acts are rising 
in New York. He also promised to 
root out corruption in Nassau, 
whether among Republicans or 
Democrats, and swore to improve 
trust in government at a time 
when that is sorely lacking.

Kaminsky has also vowed to 
work harder with federal law-
enforcement officials to defeat the 
rise of  gang violence in Nassau. 
But he said he wanted to go deep-
er, and work with communities 
and schools dealing with such 
problems.

Our view is that Kaminsky, 
given his background in both gov-
ernment and the U.S. attorney’s 
office, is an excellent choice for 
Nassau district attorney. We give 
him our wholehearted support, 
and voters should, too.

Herald eNdOrSeMeNTS
Kaminsky excellent choice for 
Nassau district attorney

Gregory McMahon
G r e g o r y  M c M a h o n ,  o f  O l d 

Brookville, died on Oct. 8, 2021. Beloved 
husband of  his late wife Susan. Loving 
father of  Evin Maione (Michael) and 
Gregory McMahon (Meghan). Cher-
ished grandfather of  Hudson, Chloe, 
Claire, Gregory, Silas and one on the 
way. Dear brother of  Maureen Hussing 
(David) and his late brother Lawrence 
McMahon. Visiting held at Whitting 
Funeral Home in Glen Head, www.whit-
ting.com. Funeral Mass held at St. Boni-
face Martyr Church, Sea Cliff. Inter-
ment Holy Rood Cemetery, Westbury.

Camilla Coruzzi
Camilla Coruzzi, 94, of  Boulder City, 

Nevada, formerly Bayville, died on Oct. 
7. Wife of  the late Sebastian (Sam); 
mother of  Donna Carfora (Edward), 
Donato, Thomas (Bonnie), Linda Blatch-
ly DeBenedictis (Tom) and Michael; 
grandmother of  Crystal, Thomas, Lisa 
(Jeremy), Christopher and Steve; great-
grandmother to Izaiah; sister of  the late 
Josephine (Dee) Ledesky. Donations in 

her memory can be made to Nathan 
Adelson Hospice in Las Vegas or Lend a 
Hand of  Boulder City. 

Christina A. Lyon
Christina A. Lyon (née Madaio), 78, 

of  Old Brookville, died on Oct. 6, 2021. 
Retired commercial artist in the adver-
tising industry for many years. Beloved 
wife of  the late Floyd. Dear sister of  
Chris. Also survived by loving cousins 
and niece. Former member of  the Greek 
Orthodox Ladies Philoptochos Society, 
past president of  the Parish Council at 
Archangel Michael Greek Orthodox 
Church and member of  the Canterbury 
Choral Society. Arrangements entrusted 
to Dodge-Thomas Funeral Home of  Glen 
Cove. Funeral service at the Greek 
Orthodox Church of  the Holy Resurrec-
tion. Interment Woodlawn Cemetery.  

ObiTuarieS

continued from page 22
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1146786

Dr. Efrat Fridman, LCSW

Psychotherapist
Individual, Couple and Family Therapy

2 Pinetree Lane
Old Westbury, NY 11568 718-887-4400

All phAses of
tree work

1146430
Fully Lic/Ins #H2083620000 

Removals • Pruning • Trimming 
Hazard Tree Identification & Storm Damage Prevention

Grading & Lawn Installations

AAA cheAp tree
The Best for Less! • Over 33 Years

Owner Operated by ISA Certified Arborist
FRee eSTImaTeS 631-254-0045

aaaCheapTree.com • angieslist.com/review/243137

FRee
Safety Tree

evaluation For
any Future

Storm

TO PLACE
AN AD CALL
516-569-4000 PRESS 5

11
40

62
1

black
forest

Brian E. Pickering

auto
          works

20 Cottage Row, Glen Cove 676-8477

1143205

We Buy Antiques,  
Fine Art and Jewelry

Same Day Service
Free In-Home Evaluations
40 Year Family Business

Licensed and Bonded

www.syl-leeantiques.com
516-671-6464

Immediate Cash Paid

11
48

26
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Strong Arm ContraCting inC.
We Rip-Out or Remove Anything & Everything!  

We Clean It Up & Take It Away!
 Residential & CommeRCial

516-538-1125
FRee estimates

516.676.8469 •  iPaintFloors.comCONCRETE COATINGS

ONE DAY GARAGE FLOORS
• 4X STRONGER THAN EPOXY 

• NO HOT TIRE PICK-UP • 1 DAY INSTALLATION 
• WON’T CHIP OR PEEL• EASY TO CLEAN 

15-YEAR RESIDENTIAL WARRANTY
11

45
72

8
11

34
00

4

Chimney King, Ent. Inc.
(516) 766-1666
(631) 225-2600

Fully licensed and insured
Nassau • Suffolk • NYC

• Chimneys Repaired, Rebuilt and Tuckpointing
• Stainless Steel Liners Installed

Chimney Cleaning & 
Masonry Services 

Done By Firefighters That Care
chimneykinginc.com FREE 

ESTIMATES

Licensed &
insured

Free
estimates

Specializing in BLACKTOP
at the BeSt priceS in town

• ConCrete • BriCk Patios • stooPs • stuCCo
• Belgium BloCks • sidewalks • drainage ProBlems 

• Cellar entranCe • waterProofing
• driveway sealing • demolition • dumPster serviCe 

• Powerwashing • handyman rePairs

516-424-3598

 ALFREDO’S 
CONSTRUCTION

Se Habla Espanol 11
47

92
1

senior Citizen 
Discounts

Call For Fall Specials

11
44

09
5

T&M GREENCARE
(516) 223-4525 • (631) 586-3800
TREE SERVICE

WE BEAT ALL COMPETITORS’ RATES
www.tmgreencare.com Residential & 

Commercial
• TREE REMOVAL
• STUMP GRINDING
• PRUNING

Lowest
Rates

FREE
Estimates

Seniors, Veterans, Police & Fireman Discounts
Nassau Lic. H2061360000 • Suffolk Lic. 35679-H

Owner Operated-Lic./Ins.

 Family Owned 
& Operated

•
Serving the  
North Shore  
Since 1988

• LOWEST PRICES
• LOCaL & LOng DISTanCE
• aIRPORT SERvICES (PICk-UP & DROP-Off)

• MULTI-LIngUaL DRIvERS

WE GUARANTEE ON TIME ARRIVAL

www.MadisonTaxiNY.com

Madison 
Taxi

516-883-3800

24/7 
SERVICE

$�off
ANy AIRpORT TRIp
Madison Taxi

 Family Owned 
& Operated

•
Serving the  
North Shore  
Since 1988

10
93

71
8

• LOWEST PRICES
• LOCaL & LOng DISTanCE
• aIRPORT SERvICES (PICk-UP & DROP-Off)

• MULTI-LIngUaL DRIvERS

WE GUARANTEE ON TIME ARRIVAL

www.MadisonTaxiNY.com

Madison 
Taxi

516-883-3800

24/7 
SERVICE

$�off
ANy AIRpORT TRIp
Madison Taxi 11
48
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11
44

11
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HERE WE GO, IT’S FALL....REMEMBER US!  
NO JOB TOO BIG, NO TREE TOO SMALL!

Owner/Operated • residential/COmmerCial

516-216-2617

tree service • free estimate

Wanted dead or alive

We Care More Than The REST For LESS

nass. LIC. #
H2904450000
suff. LIC. #

54512-H

• Tree removal 
• land Clearing

• STump grinding 
• pruning

• STorm prevenTion

Certified arBorist on staff

11
45

08
3

free
estimates

Lic 54264-RE
All Work Guaranteed

Credit Cards Accepted

call dave davewireman.com
516-433-9473 (wire)
631-667-9473 (wire)
516-353-1118 (TeXT)

• Flat TVs Mounted • All Wires Hidden
• High Definition Television Antennas Installed
• Camera & Stereo Systems Installed & Serviced
• Telephone Jacks, Cable TV Extensions  

& Computer Wiring Installed & Serviced
• Surround Sound / Sound Bars
• Commercial & Residential Repairs

wireman/cableman

Veterans 
10% Off

114998511
28

59
5

RecRuiting 
a great
team
is Really 
simple.

a growing multi media company
Based in garden city is Hiring:

 • Receptionist
 • Human Resource Director
 • Reporter/editor
 • sales
 • multi media coordinator
 • Drivers
 • pressman/press Helper

to join our team, please email your 
resume to

careers@liherald.com
or call 516-569-4000 ext #235

We HiRe tHe Best
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HERALD ENDORSEMENTS

Keep incumbents on the Oyster Bay Town Board

Re-elect O.B. Town Supervisor Joseph Saladino 

A t 23 years old, Josh Lafazan became 
Nassau County’s youngest legislator 
in 2017. He is now in his second term, 
representing the North Shore’s 18th 

Legislative District. 
A registered Independent who caucuses with 

the Democrats in the Legislature, Lafazan brings 
innovative ideas and a forward-thinking 
approach to crafting legislation. He has written 12 
laws that have been passed in the past four years.

Lafazan has solid, well-constructed plans to 
address the county’s housing crisis, which is 
deterring younger generations from staying on 
Long Island. He wants to focus on providing 
affordable housing in Nassau’s downtowns, cen-
tered on Long Island Rail Road stations.

One of  his top legislative priorities, he said, is 
fighting the heroin and opioid epidemic. Timo-
thy’s Law, which established a 24-hour hotline for 
substance-abuse intervention, was introduced by 
Lafazan and passed in August 2018. Related legis-

lation mandated the cre-
ation of  a smartphone 
application with resourc-
es to prevent substance 
abuse, such as treatment 
center locations.

Lafazan also intro-
duced the Dignity For 
Our Heroes package, 
signed into law in April 
2019, which designated 
veterans as a protected 
class under the county’s 
Human Rights Law, in 
addition to creating the 
Nassau Commission on 

Ending Veteran Homelessness, which guides proj-
ects meant to reduce the number of  veterans who 
are housing insecure in the region. 

In addition to public service, Lafazan advises 
Northwell Health on implementing policies and 

initiatives to best care for employees, protect the 
environment and assist communities through 
strategic partnerships. 

He appears to genuinely enjoy working to 
improve his constituents’ lives, which he 
describes as “the best job on earth.” As an elected 
leader who knocks on residents’ doors every year, 
Lafazan strives to foster a working relationship 
with the people of  his district in order to best 
address their concerns. 

We liked Lafazan’s Republican opponent, Paolo 
Pironi, who is active in his local chamber of  com-
merce and civic affairs throughout Long Island. 
We believe he is sincere in his desire to do good 
for the community and appreciate his fervent 
take on the issues. We do not see any reason, how-
ever, to unseat Lafazan.

He has the passion and determination needed 
to follow through on campaign promises and 
effect positive change. We urge residents of  the 
18th District to re-elect him on Tuesday. 

Vote for Josh Lafazan in the 18th Legislative District
HERALD 
Endorsement

Josh Lafazan

Re-elect Laura Curran Nassau County executive 

J ust over two years into Laura 
Curran’s first term as county 
executive, the world was roiled 
by the coronavirus pandemic. 

Its continuing impact on life might 
have consumed lesser elected offi-
cials, but not Curran.

The county executive, a Democrat, 
took control and, following the fact-
based advice of  health officials, she 
worked to keep residents informed 
through her Covid-related news brief-
ings that took place in many commu-
nities across the county. 

In large part because of  her out-
standing pandemic response, the Her-
ald enthusiastically endorses Curran for a sec-
ond term as county executive. 

Through a phased-in reopening of  business-
es, houses of  worship and schools, Curran and 
her administration kept a keen eye on the 
infection numbers and aimed to ensure the 
health and safety of  everyone in the county. 
When vaccinations were rolled out, Nassau 
officials from Curran on down doubled down 
on the need to vaccinate. As of  press time, the 
county had a 94 percent vaccination rate for 
adults with at least one dose — the highest in 
New York state.

Curran used federal money to fund the 
Boost Nassau program, which began last sum-
mer to offer grants to businesses. Also, some 
400,000 county households will receive a one-
time $375 direct payment for residents to use 
as they wish, but which Curran is encouraging 
people to spend locally to help support pan-
demic-ravaged businesses.

Her Republican challenger, Hempstead 

Town Councilman Bruce Blake-
man, has been part of  the town’s 
battle against Covid-19, which 
has included a mobile vaccina-
tion unit and an array of  pro-
grams and services that have 
assisted residents through the 
pandemic, all paid for with fed-
eral dollars. We also commend 
Blakeman for his role at the 
town level in easing restrictions 
for restaurants to create outdoor 
dining spaces to help them sur-
vive the pandemic.

Financially, Curran has navi-
gated the county through the 

past two budgets, 2019 and 2020, and has deliv-
ered balanced fiscal plans but has not raised 
county taxes since being elected. The current 
budget battle is still playing out. Her proposed 
$70 million tax cut appears sounder than the 
Republican plan for a $120 million cut that 
Blakeman has campaigned on. 

A recurring issue that vexes residents is the 
way homes are assessed across the county. 
Reassessment has long been thought of  as the 
third rail of  Nassau politics, but Curran 
showed courage in taking on an issue that 
made so many other elected leaders quiver. 
The reassessment process was imperfect, with 
thousands of  mistakes. The system is, howev-
er, considerably more accurate now for hun-
dreds of  thousands of  homes.

Blakeman, for all his years in public office, 
which include two stints as a town councilman 
and his time in the County Legislature, where 
he served as presiding officer, was unable to 
offer concrete suggestions for fixing the reas-

sessment. The best plan he offered was to take 
a look under the hood, so to speak, assemble a 
panel of  experts and appoint a special master 
to investigate what was done and how it could 
be repaired. When running for the county’s 
highest office, a candidate needs to offer more 
than that.

During the turmoil of  the past couple of  
years, Curran, in partnership with Nassau 
County Police Commissioner Patrick Ryder, 
kept a lid on crime in the county. The work was 
recognized nationally by U.S. News & World 
Report, which named Nassau the safest com-
munity in the country based on several met-
rics. Now we expect Curran to take on the chal-
lenge of  increasing the NCPD’s diversity as 
enthusiastically as she did reopening two 
police precincts in Manhasset and Levittown.

Both candidates support upgrading Nassau 
University Medical Center in East Meadow, 
and Curran said that she has asked the federal 
government for $200 million to enhance the 
hospital’s infrastructure. Blakeman said he 
would aim to increase its revenue by focusing 
on specialties such as cardiac surgery. Both 
are good ideas, especially if  the federal money 
is received and spent on what Curran envi-
sions as village-like housing for military veter-
ans on the grounds of  the county’s “safety-net” 
hospital. And Blakeman is right that a greater 
focus on specialties is needed.

We believe Curran’s outstanding work in 
protecting her constituents throughout her 
first term — particularly during the pandemic 
— coupled with her willingness and ability to 
take on critical issues like reassessment have 
earned her another four years. We urge voters 
to re-elect her next Tuesday. 

HERALD 
Endorsement

Laura Curran
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T Tom Hand, Louis Imbroto and 
Michele Johnson should be re-
elected to Oyster Bay’s town 
board  for their continual efforts 

to assist residents 
and businesses.

The Democrat-
ic challengers are 
very passionate 
about their desire 
to serve and were 
able to voice clear-
ly what they 
believe is wrong 
with town govern-
ment, but unable 
to offer much on 
how to make 
things right. 

Hand, who was 
elected in 2017, 
was the chairman of  the Massapequa 
Water District Board of  Water Commis-
sioners and on the executive board of  the 
Nassau Suffolk Water Commissioners 
Association. We need his expertise to pro-
tect the waterways. 

He’d like to see the addition of  exercise 
equipment at Centre Island Beach and 
expansion of  food operations at Theodore 
Roosevelt Park. And Hand wants to 

improve transparency by announcing proj-
ects before they begin. A lack of  transpar-
ency is something that residents have com-
plained about for years. 

Johnson grew up in the town and now 
lives in Locust Valley. She became involved 
in government to give back, she said, and 
can often be found at events throughout the 
area. But she isn’t there to speak as a coun-
cilwoman. She wants to enjoy what is tak-
ing place, never forgetting that the hamlet 
is her hometown. 

Quality of  life is important to her. She 
wants to target funds to resurface Fire-

man’s Field, which residents have com-
plained about for many years. 

She would also like to use The Farm, the 
26-acre Littauer estate in Oyster Bay Cove 

that the town bought more 
than a decade ago. Johnson 
would like to see walking 
tours there so people could 
enjoy the ponds, pastures 
and gardens. 

Louis Imbroto chairs the 
Quality of  Life Task Force. 
Two dozen zombie homes 
have been eliminated 
under his watch, and he 
created a zombie home reg-
istry. Plywood was used to 
board up abandoned hous-
es, but under Imbroto, poly-
carbonate, which is like 
plexiglass, must be used 

instead. 
He’d like to see an administrative 

court established at Town Hall to handle 
code enforcement. Keeping it inhouse 
would be more efficient and not depend 
on “the whims of  the court,” he said. 

We believe the three Republican 
incumbents have solid ideas that would 
benefit the Town of  Oyster Bay for years 
to come. Vote for them on Nov. 2.  

Keep incumbents on the Oyster Bay Town Board

HERALD 
Endorsement

Tom Hand

HERALD 
Endorsement

Lou Imbroto

HERALD 
Endorsement

Michele Johnson

T he Town of  Oyster Bay is in better 
shape than it has been for many 
years, and there are a number of  
reasons. Under Supervisor Joseph 

Saladino, the town is no longer in financial 
trouble, and the budget for 2022 will keep 
town spending, which has increased every 
year, flat. Additionally, residents will not 
see a tax increase.

During the coronavirus pandemic, the 
town never stopped operating. For his abili-
ty to get the job done in good times and bad, 
we endorse Saladino for supervisor.

His challenger, Democrat Amanda Field, 
had many good ideas. Although she is Plain-
view’s water commissioner, she doesn’t 
have the type of  experience needed to run a 
town as large as Oyster Bay, however.   

Saladino was able to reduce the town’s 
workforce, gleaning $10 million in savings. 
But at the same time, other non-union 
employees were promoted, which the super-
visor gave as justification for raises that 
were given. His 2022 budget includes rough-
ly $93 million for salaries. We believe Saladi-
no should do more to reduce money spent 
on salaries, perhaps lowering the salaries of  
some of  the highest earners, instead of  
encouraging town workers to take an early 

retirement. But cutting $10 million is a good 
place to start.

Hicksville residents com-
plain that their roads have 
not been paved. Saladino said 
400 roads have been in 2021. 
His budget allocates $25 mil-
lion a year for road restora-
tion, which is badly needed. 
Even so, we encourage Sala-
dino to have his road crews 
do more for Hicksville.

One of  the biggest 
improvements in the town is 
Saladino’s creation of  a fish 
hatchery for oysters and 
clams. In the past, the town 
donated 200,000 oyster and 
clam seeds annually, but with 
the hatchery, the number has 
been increased to 2 million. This will 
improve the water quality in Oyster Bay 
and repopulate the harbor with oysters and 
clams, which have decreased over the years. 
Saladino and his administration are also 
planning for the expansion of  the North 
Shore shellfish hatchery to the South Shore, 
a plan that we support. And Saladino’s com-
mitment to adopt a bay management plan is 

also a step in the right direction.  
Perhaps Saladino’s biggest accomplish-

ment is the upgrading of  the 
town’s credit rating. He has 
received six bond-rating 
increases, including recogni-
tion by Moody’s Financial Ser-
vices and Standard and Poor’s 
Global Ratings with an A3 and 
A+ rating, respectively. And in 
2020, the town was removed 
from the stress monitoring list 
by the New York state comptrol-
ler’s office; in 2021, it remained 
off  the list. A solid credit rating 
means lower rates when bond-
ing, which will benefit taxpay-
ers.  

Several small businesses 
closed during the pandemic, 

leaving behind empty storefronts in the 
town. We credit Saladino with the recent 
surge in small businesses that are opening, 
and there are other businesses that will 
open after permits are processed. 

The Town of  Oyster Bay is experiencing 
a resurgence, which we credit in large part 
to the steady leadership of  Joseph Saladino. 
Vote for him Nov. 2.

HERALD 
Endorsement

Joseph Saladino

Re-elect O.B. Town Supervisor Joseph Saladino 

OYSTER BAY

HERALD 
Established 1899

Incorporating  
Oyster Bay Guardian

Laura Lane 

Senior Editor

■

Office 
2 Endo Boulevard 

Garden City, NY 11530

Phone: (516) 569-4000 
Fax: (516) 569-4942 

Web: oysterbay.liherald.com 
E-mail: llane@liherald.com

Copyright © 2021 
Richner Communications, Inc.

HERALD 
COMMUNITY NEWSPAPERS

Robert Richner 
Edith Richner 

Publishers, 1964-1987

■

cLiffOrD ricHner 
STuarT ricHner 

Publishers

■

ScOTT BrinTOn 
Executive Edtitor

Jim HarmOn 
Copy Editor

cHriSTina DaLY 
Photo Editor

TOnY BeLLiSSimO 
Sports Editor

Karen BLOOm 
Calendar Editor

■

rHOnDa GLicKman 
Vice President - Sales

eLLen reYnOLDS 
Classified Manager

LOri BerGer 
Digital Sales Manager

■

JeffreY neGrin 
Creative Director

craiG WHiTe 
Production Coordinator

craiG carDOne 
Art Director

■

Dianne ramDaSS 
Circulation Director

■

HeraLD cOmmuniTY neWSPaPerS

Baldwin Herald 
Bellmore Herald Life 
East Meadow Herald 

Franklin Square/Elmont Herald 
Freeport Leader 

Glen Cove Herald Gazette
Long Beach Herald 

Lynbrook/East Rockaway Herald 
Malverne/West Hempstead Herald 

Merrick Herald Life 
Nassau Herald 

Oceanside/Island Park Herald 
Oyster Bay Herald Guardian 

Rockaway Journal 
Rockville Centre Herald 
South Shore Record 
Valley Stream Herald 

Wantagh Herald Citizen 
Sea Cliff/Glen Head Herald Gazette

Seaford Herald Citizen

memBer: 
Local Media Association 

New York Press Association 
Published by 

richner communications, inc. 
2 Endo Blvd. Garden City, NY 11530 

(516) 569-4000



initiatives to best care for employees, protect the 
environment and assist communities through 
strategic partnerships. 

He appears to genuinely enjoy working to 
improve his constituents’ lives, which he 
describes as “the best job on earth.” As an elected 
leader who knocks on residents’ doors every year, 
Lafazan strives to foster a working relationship 
with the people of  his district in order to best 
address their concerns. 

We liked Lafazan’s Republican opponent, Paolo 
Pironi, who is active in his local chamber of  com-
merce and civic affairs throughout Long Island. 
We believe he is sincere in his desire to do good 
for the community and appreciate his fervent 
take on the issues. We do not see any reason, how-
ever, to unseat Lafazan.

He has the passion and determination needed 
to follow through on campaign promises and 
effect positive change. We urge residents of  the 
18th District to re-elect him on Tuesday. 

Vote for Josh Lafazan in the 18th Legislative District

How is my son, Jason, like a Mac-
Donald’s quarter-pounder?

They are both 50 years old 
this year. And, might I add, both 

awesome. Also 50 this year? Disney World, 
the Nasdaq, email, floppy disks, Sacha 
Baron Cohen, and Hamburger Helper.

Right up alongside my shock at being 
the mom of  a 
50-year-old is my 
shock that e-mail 
is only 50 years 
old. How is that 
possible? The day 
Jason was born, I 
couldn’t email any-
one or send a text 
or snap a photo on 
my iPhone. That 
gizmo wouldn’t be 
launched for 36 
more years.

When your 
child hits the half-century mark, attention 
must be paid. How did the little kid with 
mittens clipped to his jacket learn to drive 
a car, run a household, start a business? 
How did the boy who tracked seagulls 
overhead instead of  the soccer ball find 
his way? What does it mean that he was 
born, and how does he see this gift of  a 

life to live? 
His story is his to write, but let me say 

what only a mother can get away with 
saying: He is a mensch, a loving family 
man, a loyal friend and a responsible 
earthling. These things I expect. What I 
could not have known when 
he was 6 pounds 9 ounces is 
that he is both a skilled, 
empathic lawyer and a dedi-
cated fisherman. One is his 
profession, the other his 
passion.

You’d have to ask his kids 
what they think about his 
parenting, but I expect, like 
most teens, they’d give him 
a B today and an A when 
they turn 50. 

You can see that I’m tak-
ing this landmark birthday 
seriously.

I was such a kid when he was born. 
Twenty-four years old. He was due on Hal-
loween, and all that day I rested on the 
couch in our apartment, waiting for some 
sign and getting only annoying trick-or-
treaters banging on the door. Clearly it 
was too late for second thoughts, but I 
began wondering what I wanted kids for 
anyway. They would just grow up to 

become annoying goblins beating at the 
door.

We had a crazy dog in those days, a toy 
poodle named Lambchop, who quickly 
became known as the Chopper due to his 
appetite for domestic goods. That day, 

while waiting for Jason to 
be born, I rested on the 
couch and apparently dozed 
off  for some time, because 
when I woke up, my pant leg 
was gone. The Chopper had 
been gnawing on my cuff  
(in his favorite flavor, poly-
ester), found a thread and 
unraveled the entire leg. It 
was a sign, but not the one I 
was looking for.

I thought Halloween 
would be my low point, but 
seven more days would pass 

before Jason’s birth. And every day I got 
bigger and more nervous.

On Nov. 6, I ate a large corned beef  
sandwich for dinner and went to bed early. 
At 4 a.m. on Nov. 7, my water broke, and 
my husband and I went into Birth Alert. 
In a scene reminiscent of  a sitcom, my 
husband leapt up, cracked his head on the 
headboard and nearly lost consciousness. 
We immediately called our best friends, 

who were on call to drive us to the hospi-
tal, and told them we might need them 
within a few hours. They really appreciat-
ed that heads-up at 4 a.m.

“Don’t worry,” I reassured my hus-
band, “it will be many, many hours before 
the contractions start. Go back to sleep.”

As he put his head back down on the 
pillow, I got a contraction. A big one. “Get 
up,” I said. 

“I think I just went to sleep,” he said.
“But I’m getting another contraction, 

and it’s only two minutes later,” I said. 
“It’s not supposed to happen like this. We 
better get to the hospital.”

Six minutes after we first called our 
friends, we called them back to pick us up.

Then the friend who drove told me 
what he said was the hardest thing he 
ever had to tell anyone in his life: “I have 
to stop for gas.” He was on empty.

It was a wild ride, but we got to Long 
Island Jewish Hospital at about 5:30 a.m. 
Forty minutes later, our son was born.

We named him Jason Wyatt and he 
will be 50 years old next week. To us he’s 
still a kid, still evolving. But the early 
results are promising.

Copyright 2021 Randi Kreiss. Randi can 
be reached at randik3@aol.com.

RANDI
KREISS

OPINIONS
Jason Kreiss at 50: Blessings on your head

H ow did the 
boy who 

tracked seagulls 
overhead instead 
of the soccer ball 
find his way?

Re-elect Laura Curran Nassau County executive 
sessment. The best plan he offered was to take 
a look under the hood, so to speak, assemble a 
panel of  experts and appoint a special master 
to investigate what was done and how it could 
be repaired. When running for the county’s 
highest office, a candidate needs to offer more 
than that.

During the turmoil of  the past couple of  
years, Curran, in partnership with Nassau 
County Police Commissioner Patrick Ryder, 
kept a lid on crime in the county. The work was 
recognized nationally by U.S. News & World 
Report, which named Nassau the safest com-
munity in the country based on several met-
rics. Now we expect Curran to take on the chal-
lenge of  increasing the NCPD’s diversity as 
enthusiastically as she did reopening two 
police precincts in Manhasset and Levittown.

Both candidates support upgrading Nassau 
University Medical Center in East Meadow, 
and Curran said that she has asked the federal 
government for $200 million to enhance the 
hospital’s infrastructure. Blakeman said he 
would aim to increase its revenue by focusing 
on specialties such as cardiac surgery. Both 
are good ideas, especially if  the federal money 
is received and spent on what Curran envi-
sions as village-like housing for military veter-
ans on the grounds of  the county’s “safety-net” 
hospital. And Blakeman is right that a greater 
focus on specialties is needed.

We believe Curran’s outstanding work in 
protecting her constituents throughout her 
first term — particularly during the pandemic 
— coupled with her willingness and ability to 
take on critical issues like reassessment have 
earned her another four years. We urge voters 
to re-elect her next Tuesday. 
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There are opportunities for 
positive change across Long 
Island. Our Vacant Space 
Revival Program encourages 
and incentivizes small businesses, 
like Blacksmith’s Breads, to 
occupy and revitalize empty 
storefronts in their community.

Find out if your business qualifies at 

PSEGLINY.com/EcoDev

See how we can help  
your business save! 
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Sales Gallery Open Daily 10am — 5pm
One Charles B Wang Blvd.  Plainview, NY 11803

*Prices, taxes and availability subject to change without notice. The complete terms are in offering plans available from the Sponsors File No. CD16-0218, CD16-0219, CD16-0342, CD16-0343, CD16-0348 
and CD17-0106. *Actual onsite photos.  Equal housing opportunity.

Live your Best Life in the Best Place to Live
Plainview voted the best place to live on Long Island by Money Magazine

Priced from $760,000 to over $1,000,000

*The Doral Study

*The Cambridge Kitchen *The Essington Master Bedroom

*The Doral

B E E C H WO O D H O M E S.
516.619.8135 

The Premier Condominium Collection at 
Country Pointe Plainview offers a distinctly 
unique living experience on Long Island. 
Remarkable single-level residences that 
cater to today’s modern lifestyle with 
carefree living and an array of amenities & 
services, including a 29,000-square-foot 
Clubhouse. 

The tax bills for Nassau County schools 
have been released and the numbers are 
incredible for new construction!

Call today to learn more about how you can 
start living your best life with lower taxes.


