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Blakeman, Curran vie for coun

By JEFFREY BESSEN

jbessen@liherald.com

Democratic incumbent Laura Curran
is running for her second four-term as
county executive. Her Republican oppo-
nent is Town of Hempstead Councilman
Bruce Blakeman. The Herald asked the
candidates three pertinent questions to
get their take on the issues.

Herald: Nassau is one of three counties
that pay the highest average property
taxes in the state. What is your plan to
help reduce the tax burden?

Curran: As the hardworking families of
Nassau know, you can’t get far without a
balanced budget. Before I took office,
decades of wasteful corruption and
reckless mismanagement plagued our
county. I am proud that through dogged
fiscal discipline, my administration has
turned budget deficits into surpluses.
Nassau families deserve to know their
hard-earned money is being spent
responsibly. That’s why I devoted my
first term to cleaning up the mess oth-
ers left behind and bringing real
accountability to government:

I delivered four balanced budgets and
consecutive budget surpluses; secured
Nassau’s first bond upgrade in over a
decade; held the line on property taxes
and proposed a responsible $70 million
tax reduction for 2022, and a $150 mil-
lion tax reduction over the next four
years.

As Nassau continues the economic
recovery from Covid, I am also proud to
say that we are in a position to give
American Rescue Plan dollars back to
the taxpayers. Our books are balanced,
so I am giving $375 direct cash payments
to more than 400,000 households. I have
worked hard to earn the trust of Nassau
taxpayers, and I will continue to pursue
tax relief, like my tax cut, without sacri-
ficing our future fiscal stability.

Blakeman: Laura Curran’s reassessment
is crushing families and seniors with
higher property taxes. School tax bills
are arriving at home this October, and
just like last year, property taxes will
soar for an overwhelming majority of
homeowners because of Curran’s reas-
sessment. While your property taxes are
going up, Laura Curran’s taxes went
down [decreased by $255].

For the majority of homeowners,
Curran’s tax hikes continue for three
more years unless you stop her this
Election Day. I believe it’s wrong for
Laura Curran to increase county prop-
erty taxes to the highest level ever in
Nassau’s history while also generating
millions in surplus funds.

As county executive, I will end Cur-
ran’s reassessment and cut taxes. Gov-
ernment should never collect more than
it needs to operate. My plan cuts proper-
ty taxes by over $128 million — that’s $58
million more than Laura Curran is will-
ing to give back — and I’'ll pay for that tax

Bruce Blakeman
Age: 66
Hometown: Atlantic Beach
Professional Background: Attorney

Political experience: Town of Hemp-
stead councilman; Nassau County
legislator including serving as pre-
siding officer; Port Authority com-
missioner

cut by returning Nassau County’s entire
budget surplus to residents. I will con-
tinue to return budget surpluses each
year while restricting new spending and
reducing debt. It’s time to put govern-
ment on a serious diet, and it’s time to
really cut taxes.

Herald: The residential property assess-
ment system still needs an overhaul.
What would you do to make it beneficial
for homeowners and the county?

Curran: Nassau’s assessment system has
been a mess for decades. Politician after
politician kicked this can down the
road, choosing what was politically con-
venient over what was right. I ran on a
promise to finally address our broken
assessment system, and I did just that.
My administration took on a tough fight
and had the political courage to imple-
ment a fair and accurate reassessment
of the tax roll, which had been frozen
for nearly a decade.

The accuracy of my administration’s
reassessment has been verified by
Newsday, by the state and by indepen-
dent experts. I have ensured residents
have the opportunity to adapt to chang-
es in assessment values by implement-
ing my Taxpayer Protection Plan, which
phases in any assessment correction
over the next five years. I will also
always protect residents’ right to grieve
their property assessment.

In my first term, I tackled the fiscal
mismanagement that has plagued Nas-
sau for decades, turning chronic deficits
into surpluses. I took on reassessment
when my predecessors lacked the politi-
cal courage to do so. As a result, our
assessment system is fairer and more
accurate today than it has been in years.

Laura Curran

Age: 53
Hometown: Baldwin

Professional Background: Journalist,
Herald Community Newspapers, New
York Daily News and New York Post

Political experience: Baldwin Board
of Education and Nassau County leg-
islator 2014 to 2017

Blakeman: Laura Curran placed a huge
financial burden on the backs of fami-
lies and seniors, with an overwhelming
majority of homeowners facing soaring
school taxes in 2021 as a result of her
reassessment.

Errors in Curran’s assessment roll
also resulted in multi-millionaires hav-
ing their property tax bill erased. Man-
sions received tax bills for zero dollars
in property taxes. While the reassess-
ment was supposed to create equity, it
did not. Neighboring homes built by the
same developer pay different tax
amounts regardless of being exactly the
same.

It’s clear that we need to scrap Cur-
ran’s reassessment plan entirely and
start fresh. As county executive, I will
terminate Laura Curran’s reassess-
ment. Her phased-in tax hikes for the
next three years will be immediately
terminated by my administration.
Instead, I will hire qualified profession-
als to run the Assessment Department
and create a new, fair system while also
cutting property taxes by over $120 mil-
lion.

Herald: The Covid-19 pandemic remains
an overarching problem. What would you
do to help ensure that residents are
healthy life can to return to “normal?”

Curran: I worked around the clock with
communities and health officials during
the toughest days of the pandemic to
keep residents healthy and informed. I
visited small businesses constantly to
keep a finger on the pulse of our local
economy. I advocated for safe re-open-
ings when it made sense to support our
long-term economic health.

We were open and transparent

ELECTION 2021
executive

throughout the pandemic, pursuing an
approach centered around education,
outreach and accessibility. It is this
approach that has earned us the rank-
ing of highest vaccinated county in the
state and second highest vaccinated
among large counties nationally. Our
93.6 percent adult-vaccination-rate has
allowed for a robust recovery — but
we’re not done.

As we recover, the county is reaching
out to small business owners to get
$10,000 in individual grants to those that
need them. County mobile vaccination
teams are visiting businesses directly
and providing vaccinations to staff.
Paramedics are taking vaccines to the
homebound. We will provide $100 mil-
lion in American Rescue Plan funds to
some 400,000 households as $375 direct
cash payments, which will help families
buy school supplies, cover utility bills
and stimulate our local economy as we
continue to come back stronger.

Blakeman: Covid-19 will be around for
years to come, and we can never return
to the days of a closed economy.
We must adapt by fully reopening gov-
ernment to serve the people and wel-
come those in need of services. We must
continue to offer free testing, vaccines
and booster shots to people who want
them. Schools must never close again.
Big box stores should never be allowed
to stay open while small businesses are
shuttered. Restaurants should be
allowed to keep outdoor dining and con-
tinue their indoor operations. As county
executive, I'll keep my pledge to do these
things while also ensuring we have a
transparent reporting process related to
Covid cases.

—_
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Re-Elect Don Clavin Supervisor
Re-Elect Anthony D’Esposito Councilman

Tuesday,
November 2"

CUTTING TAKES - OTEROWB

¢ Cutting total Town taxes for 2022. Re-Elect Don Clavin Supervisor ¥\
Re-Elect Anthony D’Esposito Councilman
® Froze taxes for 2021.

e Cut administrative staff costs by $1 million (annually).

¢ Provided COVID relief and resources to fire departments, libraries, schools, local
businesses and more.

® Investing $75 million in roadway improvements and $10 million in parks upgrades.

® Don and Anthony delivered masks and gloves to local businesses and created outdoor
dining zones to help restaurants.

® Enhancing our downtowns with streetscape upgrades that include Victorian street
lighting, brick-paved walkways and more.

® Operation Clean Sweep is sending sidewalk sweeping crews to clean our business districts.

Re-Elect Re- Elect ’;‘ 4

PAID FOR BY FRIENDS OF DON CLAVIN
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Donnelly, Kaminsky slug it out

By JIM BERNSTEIN

jbernstein@liherald.com

The contest for Nassau County dis-
trict attorney has been the most bitterly
fought off all races this election season,
with State Sen. Todd Kaminsky, the
Democrat, and Anne Donnelly, the
Republican, trading a slew of bighting
accusations against each other, mostly
centering on who is most responsible
for setting prisoners free on the street to
commit other crimes.

The accusations stem from Donnel-
ly’s attempts to paint Kaminsky as the
legislator who wrote the state’s Bail
Reform Law, which gives and prohibits
judges’ discretion to assign bail in many
felony and certain non-felony cases.
Kaminsky voted for the bill, but did not
write it.

Although the State Legislature
amended the law in April 2020 to include
a greater number of crimes for which
bail could be assigned, the issue contin-
ues to dominate the campaign, and the
ads continue to run on local TV stations.
Donnelly points to her 30 years of work-
ing as a prosecutor in the Nassau D.A.’s
office, heading different bureaus.
Kaminsky notes that he served as a
prosecutor in the U.S. attorney’s office
in Manhattan.

Herald: Nassau County has a growing
immigrant population that often does not
trust law enforcement. How would you
improve that relationship?

Kaminsky: As district attorney, my office
will have information available in every
language, as well as community liaisons
who do outreach in every part of Nas-
sau County. And let me be clear: I will
have a zero tolerance for hate crimes as
district attorney. Hate crimes against
the immigrant population have risen at
troubling rates recently, and the trend
must be addressed aggressively. It
doesn’t matter if you’re Jewish,
LGBTQ, Asian, Black or Muslim: You
deserve to feel safe walking down the
streets of your neighborhood. As dis-
trict attorney, I will take a tough and
aggressive approach to hold racists and
other hate-mongers accountable in our
community by instituting a zero-toler-
ance policy. I am proud to have the sup-
port of law enforcement, including the
New York State Troopers and local
Police Benevolent Association. They
know my record. They know I will fight
to protect all Long Islanders. Rebuilding
trust doesn’t just mean the prosecutor’s
office has to have a better relationship
with communities—it also means trust
in government and institutions overall
has to improve by prosecuting corrup-
tion. Corruption has infested every level
of government here in Nassau County.
As a federal prosecutor, I worked on the
highest-level corruption cases, success-
fully prosecuting both Democrats and
Republicans who violated the public
trust. Corruption will have no place to

Anne Donnelly

Party: Republican
Age: 56
Hometown: Garden City

Professional Background: Worked in
the district attorney’s office for more
than three decades and serves as
the deputy chief of the Organize
Crime and Rackets Bureau. Spent
time as the acting chief in the Public
Corruption Bureau, senior trial assis-
tant in the Rackets Bureau and as
deputy chief of the Economic Crimes
Bureau. She earned her law degree
from Fordham University in 1989.

hide when I am district attorney.

Donnelly: I am committed to serving all
residents of Nassau County in a fair
and respectful manner. Part of that com-
mitment consists of helping to ensure
that people who have emigrated from
other countries into the United States
are welcomed into the communities in
which they have chosen to settle. Out-
reach programs that feature govern-
mental liaisons who speak the primary
languages of members of our diverse
community should be at the top of the
priority list. Educational initiatives and
literature in various languages are also
needed to welcome residents and build
trust. I am prepared to play a leadership
role in this area.

Herald: Gangs are growing in Nassau and
Suffolk. Aside from prosecuting those
apprehended, what else can the district
attorney’s office do to stem the violence?

Kaminsky: As a federal prosecutor, I suc-
cessfully took down gang leaders and
the gun and drug traffickers who sup-
plied them, cleaning up our streets and
keeping dangerous weapons out of
criminals’ hands. Gang violence is a
serious threat to our communities, and

Todd Kaminsky
Party: Democrat

Age: 43

Hometown: Long Beach

Professional Background: Member
of New York State Senate represent-
ing the 9th district, based on South
Shore since 2016. He previously
worked as an assistant district attor-
ney in the Queens County District
Attorney’s Office before joining the
U.S. Attorney’s Office for the Eastern
District of New York as an assistant
U.S. attorney. Kaminsky was elected
to the State Assembly, serving in
that body from 2014 to 2016. He
earned his law degree from New York
University.

combating them will be a top priority of
my office. Some of the worst gangs are
international in scope and go beyond
our state and even our country’s bor-
ders. This means that having strong
partnerships with federal law enforce-
ment agencies is critical. As someone
who worked as a federal prosecutor, I
will coordinate with our federal part-
ners closely to root out gang violence.
Importantly, when it comes to gangs, we
also cannot keep treating the symp-
toms—we must treat the underlying dis-
ease. We must establish trust in commu-
nities with gang violence and work with
local organizations to identify bad
actors and offer alternatives to crime.
My office will be constantly working
with schools and after-school programs
to educate young people about the dan-
gers of gangs, and investing in these
programs so our young people are learn-
ing, partaking in constructive activities
and do not choose to walk the path that
gangs offer them.

Donnelly: Collaborating with schools, as
well as municipal governments and
non-for-profits, we can provide more
opportunities for enrichment and
socialization programs as viable alter-
natives to gangs. Safe activities and

ELECTION 2021

or D.A.

good mentors are important compo-
nents of attractive and positive choices
for young people. I plan to explore the
use of asset forfeiture funds to further
programs of this type.

Herald: Our jails are often overcrowded
and riddled with Covid-19 cases. What
would you recommend to ease these con-
ditions?

Kaminsky: The best way to address over-
crowding, deliver swift justice for vic-
tims and lower crime is to fully fund our
court system. There are federal funds
available through the Department of
Justice to help—and I will push the state
to add more dollars to ensure justice is
served. I will also make sure that pro-
grams with proven track records to turn
around criminal behavior — especially
for substance abuse — are funded to
keep Nassau safe and to reduce the
recidivism that floods our courts with
cases.

Donnelly: The Nassau County jail is not
overcrowded, and I am intimately aware
of this fact, having served as the district
attorney’s liaison to the correctional
center until recently. Indeed, the inmate
population is at its lowest level in the
past 25 years. What’s more, the facility
did an excellent job in containing and
treating Covid. Unfortunately, the “cash-
less bail” law that was co-authored by
my opponent has greatly limited the
ability of judges to make incarceration
decisions for individuals based upon the
pertinent facts in each case.

—_
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Don
Clavin

Incumbent
Party: Republican
Age: 52
Hometown: Garden City

Career: Elected official,
attorney

Political experience: Hemp-
stead town supervisor (2019
to present); receiver of taxes
(2001-2019)

On the issues:

Don Clavin said tax relief
is at the top of his priorities,
and that after freezing taxes
in 2021, he intended to cut
them in 2022. He has also
dedicated $75 million to
road repaving and infrastruc-
ture upgrades and $10 mil-
lion on parks improvements.

Additionally, he said, he

hoped to continue to slash
unnecessary spending after
trimming $1 million from the
supervisor’s staff budget
upon taking office, while
also eliminating “take-home
cars” for top managers, and
driving his own personal car.
He added that he is
proud of the town’s fiscal
strength under his adminis-
tration, which has been rec-
ognized with credit rating
upgrades from two top Wall
Street credit agencies —
Moody’s and Standard &
Poors. Clavin said he was
pleased to have recently ntro-

duced the “pothole patrol,” an
effort to expedite roadway
repairs using state-of-the-art
pothole repair vehicles and
promoting a hotline for resi-
dents to report potholes in
their neighborhoods. He said
that under his leadership, the
town has worked to ramp up
efforts to improve town infra-
structure, which he called crit-
ical for the safety and quality
of life of residents, while still
freezing town taxes for 2021
and cutting them in 2022,
Clavin said he has sought and
will continue to seek to assist
small businesses as they
reopen. Using federal CARES
Act funds, the town distributed
money and personal protec-
tive equipment kits to small
businesses and residents dur-
ing the pandemic.

Clavin also said he insti-
tuted an Economic Advisory
Council to help strategize and
make decisions.

Jason

Abelove
Challenger

Party: Democratic
Age: 51
Hometown: Oceanside

Career: Discrimination attor-
ney since 1994

Political experience: First-
time candidate

On the issues:

Jason Abelove said his
top priorities are to lower
taxes and bring equity to the
delivery of town services.

He added that he
believes the town has wast-
ed money on “high salary
patronage jobs, bloated
budgets, expensive mailers
and inflated no-bid con-
tracts”

Abelove said his goal is

to cut excessive spending to
improve infrastructure in the
town based upon areas of
most need.

He said he also wants to
use federal CARES money
and the Boost Nassau initia-
tive to provide direct support
to small businesses, and to
promote job fairs and lower
taxes to make business
thrive in the town.

He said he would stream-
line permitting, promote job
fairs and lower taxes to
make business thrive in the
town.

Abelove said if he were

elected, Hempstead would
distribute the federal relief
money. Abelove said he
believes that the town’s pri-
mary responsibility is local
infrastructure, and roads
need to be adequately cared
for.

He added that, if elected,
he would place resources on
infrastructure based upon
need.

Abelove said he would
slash $5 million that is
spent annually on town mail-
ings and would end the
waste, putting taxpayer’s pri-
orities over those of politi-
cians, and running the town
with an eye toward service
rather than re-election would
save residents millions of
dollars.

<% ELECTION DAY IS TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 2, 2021 Y7

VOTE FOR DENISE FORD

NASSAU COUNTY LEGISLATOR
VOTE FOR PROVEN LEADERSHIP

I believe candidates should run on their records. Here are a few of my accomplishments during the last term:
* Fought the County Executive’s reassessment, which hiked taxes for 65% of homeowners.
* Proposed to use County Budget Surplus to deliver tax cuts.
* Brought COVID-19 testing and vaccines to local neighborhoods.
* Lobbied for mobile COVID-19 testing unit.
* Helped to reverse the County Executive’s effort to remove law enforcement officers from
the County Jail.
* Advocated for our first responders and provided funding for much needed equipment.
» Strong advocate for our crossing guards and police medics.
* Protested and stood against any development of the Woodmere Golf Course.
» Supported smart development in Nassau County, not over development.
* Brought road rehabilitation projects to towns all throughout the 4th Legislative District.
» Sponsored legislation banning styrofoam or disributing polystyrene products in the county.
* Voted to create a 24/7 hotline to help victims of opioid addiction.
* Fought for clean drinking water in Nassau County by demanding responsible action be
taken by New York State.
» Supports the Bay Park Conveyance Project to help restore the western bays.
* Brought the NUMC Mobile Mammography Van to our area to provide breast cancer
screenings for women.
* | Make Constituent Service My #1 Priority.

<X VOTE FOR DENISE FORD ON NOVEMBER 2" 3¢

DENISE FORD IS ENDORSED BY:
The Republican Party
The Conservative Party

POLICE BENEVOLENT ASSOCIATION
POLICE DEPARTMENT, COUNTY OF NASSAU, N.Y.

Long Beach
Professional Fire
Fighters Local 287

1142174
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NASSAU COUNTY CLERK

Maureen
O’Connell

Incumbent

Party: Republican
Age: 70
Hometown: East Williston

Career: County clerk, former
nurse

Political experience: Nas-
sau County clerk,
2006-present; New York
state assemblywoman,
1998-2005; trustee and
deputy mayor, Village of East
Williston, 1991-98

On the issues:

Maureen O’Connell said
her goal is to continue to
expand on the many steps
taken to improve the office
since she was first elected in
2005, and to ensure that it
operates effectively and effi-
ciently. She and her staff

have worked to process
more than a million back-

logged records and imple-
mented an electronic filing
process that converts paper
land records to a digital for-
mat to ensure they remain
safe for the future, and she
said she hoped to continue
to serve residents of all ages
in the community by helping
them to learn about the ben-
efits of the clerk’s office.
0’Connell and her staff
have also implemented
security measures to protect
residents from scams and
identity theft, and have

worked with military veterans
to protect them from data
breaches through the years.
She said she has also found
ways to get the community
involved by extending office
hours, creating outreach pro-
grams and educating con-
stituents on what the clerk’s
office provides.

Justin

Brown
Challenger

Party: Democratic
Age: 30
Hometown: Baldwin

Career: Health-care admin-
istrator

Political experience: Served
on the Uniondale Board of
Education for the past three
years

On the issues:

Justin Brown said he has
long been passionate about
helping people and being an
advocate for residents. He
intends to make the office
more innovative with tech-
nology so that residents
could receive documents
and enjoy greater accessibil-
ity without having to visit the
office in person and imple-

menting a modern system
that his office would have
full control over online.

Brown said he would also
ensure that the clerk’s office
could engage with the com-
munities by providing more
education and collaborating
with key stakeholders in all
towns to create a dialogue
so that residents can take
full advantage of the county
clerk’s resources and bene-
fits.

HEMPSTEAD TOWN CLERK

Kate
Murray

Incumbent

Party: Republican
Age: 59

Hometown: Levittown

On the issues:

Kate Murray has been
active in the Town of Hemp-
stead politics since first
holding the position of town
clerk in 2002. After serving a
lengthy tenure as town
supervisor from 2003
through 2016, she was re-
elected for the role of clerk
in 2019.

Having faced the chal-
lenges created by Covid-19,
Murray has worked to mod-
ernize the office by launch-
ing a paperless Long Island
Rail Road parking pass sys-
tem in Oceanside last June,
which became available to

the rest of the town in March
of this year. She advocated
for keeping the clerk’s office
open during the pandemic
by creating safe ways for the
office to continue to serve
the community. An advocate
for catering to all residents,
Murray supports multilingual
outreach and said she
believes the clerk’s office
must represent people of all
nationalities.

If re-elected, Murray
would be a part of the
implementation process of
the Town of Hempstead’s
new website, which will have

a translation component so
the site can be seen in the
language preferred by the
user.

A firm believer in provid-
ing tax relief, Murray main-
tained that she worked with
the town supervisor to craft
a tax-freeze budget in 2021,
and would work toward a
tax-cut budget in 2022.

Oneka
Nicks

Challenger

Party: Democrat
Age: 29

Hometown: Uniondale

On the issues:

First-time candidate and
challenger Oneka Nicks is a
Uniondale Library trustee, a
1st Lieutenant in the Union-
dale fire Department and a
foundation relations and
donor communications man-
ager for Planned Parenthood.

If elected, Nicks envisions
a modernized clerk’s office
with a Freedom of Informa-
tion Law cue system that
could best monitor when
requests came in, the dead-
line to answer and the prog-
ress that has been made
retrieving the requested doc-
uments. Additionally, Nicks

it available in numerous lan-
guages. Lastly, Nicks would
like to oversee the creation
of a 311 system for resi-
dents who prefer to speak
on the phone about certain
services or issues. She feels
that this, as well as online
meetings discussing how the
office works, would effective-
ly modernize the office.

said she believes the office
would benefit from a meet-
ing management system,
and she would like to see
the removal of equipment,
such as typewriters, to cre-
ate a fully electronic and
digitized office.

Nicks would also like to
ensure that documents for
residents are available in
multiple languages and to
make sure that everyone the
community is informed on
the services offered by the
clerk’s office. She believes
outreach is key, as is mod-
ernizing the website to make
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COUNTY LEGISLATURE DISTRICT 4

Denise
Ford

Incumbent
Party: Republican
Age: 70
Hometown: Long Beach

Career: Was elected initially
in an upset victory in 2003.
Now serves as chairwoman
of the public safety commit-
tee, vice chair of the Gov-
ernment Services and Oper-
ations Committee and the
Planning, Development and
Environment Committee

On the issues:

Denise Ford has based
her campaign on her long
record of service on the
County Legislature and her
constituent services. She
said she is at community
event most every weekend
and, after nearly 20 years, is

well known in the district.
She said her environmental
work has benefitted not only
her district but Nassau
County as a whole. She
pledges to continue her envi-
ronmental work in a new
term.

Ford is also concerned
about the county’s rapidly
rising home prices. “One of
the reasons home prices
rose so much was due to the
fact that many in New York
City chose to move to Long
Island” during the coronavi-
rus pandemic, she said. “It
became a sellers’ market, as

there were more buyers than
homes for sale. Rents were
impacted as well, as many
were looking to relocate
here.

“As this appears to be
settling,” she continued, “we
need to look at ways to
make it easier for our lower-
and middle-income families.
There is a need for more
affordable housing, and we
need to work together to
bring these types of units
into our communities. One
way would be to partner with
organizations such as the
Long Island Housing Partner-
ship, which has helped peo-
ple get homes they other-
wise could not afford on
their own.

Claudia

Lovas
Challenger

Party: Democratic
Age: 46
Hometown: Long Beach

Career: Attorney

On the issues:

Claudia Lovas, running
for the first time, said her
campaign is based on the
idea that a new face is
needed in the County Legis-
lature, and that County Exec-
utive Laura Curran, also a
Democrat, needs the sup-
port of her party. Lovas said
she would bring more Lati-
nos and other minority
members into the political
fold. She noted that she has
started two successful law
firms and has worked with
the Democratic Party in the

past.

On the issue of afford-
able housing, Lovas said.
“Economic development has
been an important issue for
the county executive. Before
we can be more supportive
of local issues such as
affordable housing, we need
to continue and maintain
the fiscal health of the coun-
ty achieved by Laura Curran
and her administration.
Maintaining fiscal discipline,
a balanced budget and
holding the line on property
taxes ultimately translates
into housing affordability. It

is a domino effect that starts
from the top down. Despite
a global pandemic, the
county now has a budget
surplus, and Laura Curran
has proposed tax cuts for
2022. This is a direct result
of the hard work of the Cur-
ran administration. Moving
forward, we need to elimi-
nate the continued obsta-
cles created by the Republi-
can legislative majority that
derail initiatives proposed by
the county executive to the
detriment of Nassau.”

Includes Atlantic Beach, Baldwin Harbor, Barnum Island, East Atlantic Beach, Harbor Island, Island Park, Lawrence, Lido Beach, Long Beach, Point Lookout, Woodsburgh

COUNTY LEGISLATURE DISTRICT 6

Bill
Gaylor

Incumbent
Party: Republican
Age: 58
Hometown: Lynbrook

Career: Retired U.S. Army
lieutenant colonel; attorney

Political experience: County
legislator since 2015; Lyn-
brook Village Associate Jus-
tice from 2009 to 2015

On the issues:

Bill Gaylor said he seeks
to continue to advocate for
Nassau’s veterans, first
responders and seniors to
ensure their mental and
physical health needs are
being met. Additionally, he
said, he would never vote to
defund the police, and
would always make sure they

have the resources they
need to return home safe at
the end of their shifts. He
added that he plans never to
vote for property-tax increas-
es, and to fight to make the
reassessment system is
more fair, accurate and
transparent. Gaylor said he
pushed for legislation to cut
$100 million in fees that
residents pay to deliver real
financial relief for working
class families.

Gaylor said he was proud
to secure tens of millions of
dollars in federal funding
that went directly to small

business relief to ensure that
businesses had personal
protective equipment and to
create a special revenue
fund to pay down county
refund liability owed to small
businesses.

He added that he would
continue to strongly
denounce any legislation
that supports defunding the
police and oppose Albany’s
cashless bail laws, which he
called “dangerous,” and he
would continue to support
law enforcement and work
closely with them to keep
communities safe.

Laura

Burns
Challenger

Party: Democratic
Age: 52
Hometown: Rockville Centre

Career: Writer and activist;
founding member of Moms
Demand Action for Gun
Sense in America

Political experience: Sec-
ond-time candidate.

On the issues:

Laura Burns said her top
priority is to maintain the
county’s fiscal health. She
added that the taxpayers’
money should be spent on
infrastructure, programming
and services to make tax-
payers’ lives better. Addition-
ally, she said, her goal is to
maintain financial stability

and phase out the Nassau
Interim Finance Authority so
that the county can move
forward with more funding
for the taxpayers. Burns
would also maintain regular
communication with her
constituents by hosting
bimonthly town halls and
weekly “office hours” with
district residents in public
places and at local busi-
nesses.

She said her focus would
be to assess the infrastruc-
ture needs of the 6th District
and begin work on address-
ing them, making sure to

include constituents in the
process.

Burns said that as an
advocate for gun violence
prevention, she has become
well-versed in building coali-
tions among community
groups working on different
aspects of a complex issue
that spans legislation, cultur-
al outreach, public educa-
tion and community organiz-
ing. She said her experience
is what's needed in local
government for many com-
plex issues that the district
faces — a willingness to seek
out diverse voices, gather
different points of view, and
synthesize them into a plan
for action to make people’s
lives better.

Includes Franklin Square, Hewlett, Lynbrook, Malverne, North Lynbrook, Rockville Centre, Valley Stream, Woodmere.
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2021 JUDICIAL CANDIDATES

3rd District Court Judge

Lisa Saltzman

Running on the Democratic, Republican
and Conservative party lines in the general election

Age: 55
Lives in: Great Neck

Education: Bachelor’s from New
York University, 1988; law degree
from Yeshiva University in 1991

Legal career: Upon graduation,
Saltzman began working as a
trial attorney at the Legal Aid
Society, where she stayed until
1997. She has worked as a supervising attorney with Queens
Defenders since 1997, and an attorney at law in her private prac-
tice since 2010. Saltzman is also an adjunct professor of law at
Seton Hall University, a position she has held since 2010.

David I. Levine

Democratic, Republican,
Conservative

Age: 55
Lives in: Roslyn Heights

Education: Gaduated from SUNY PHOTO
Binghamton in 1987 and earned NOT

his law degree from New York
AVAILABLE

Law School in 1990.

Legal career: Judge Levine was

appointed by the County Execu-
tive Laura Curran to the Nassau
County District Court this past March.
Levine previously served as the associate justice for the Vil-
lage of Manorhaven from November 2019 to March 2021.
Levine was also a member of the Town of North Hempstead

Board of Zoning and Appeals from January 2012 to March 2021.

Prior to ascending to the District Court bench, he maintained
a private practice in Mineola from 1997 to March 2021 and was
an assistant district attorney in Queens from 1990 to 1997.

Family Court
Judge Candidate

Darlene D. Harris
Age: 55
Hometown: Uniondale

Education: University of Pennsyl-
vania; Hofstra University

Legal career: District Court
judge since January 2015, prac-
ticed law in family court for 13
years, former Nassau County leg-
islator.
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William Hohauser
Democratic, Republican,

Conservative

Age: 62

Lives in: xxxx
PHOTO

Education: Earned bachelor’s

degree from SUNY Binghamton NOT

in 1981 and his law degree from AVAILABLE

Columbia Law School in 1984.

Legal career: Hohauser served

as counsel and the executive
director for Morgan Stanley
Smith Barney from 1987 to 2015. While there, his areas of prac-
tice included securities, corporate, employment, RICO and real
estate law as well as Uniform Commercial Code and tort claims.

2nd District

Court Judge

Vincent T. Muscarella

Vincent T. Muscarella, a
Republican, is running unop-
posed for the 2nd District Court.
He was elected to the first ses-
sion of the Nassau County Legis-
lature on Nov. 5, 1995. He repre-
sents the 8th Legislative District,
which encompasses Franklin
Square, Floral Park, Bellerose,
Bellerose Terrace, West Hemp-
stead and portions of EImont,
New Hyde Park and Stewart
Manor.

Muscarella was born in Nassau County in 1954 and is a life-
long resident of the county. After completing his undergraduate
studies at Bowdoin College in Maine, he attended St. John’s Law
School and received his J.D. in 1979. Muscarella is a partner in
the law firm of Muscarella and Tomasone and a member of the
Nassau County, New York State, and Florida Bar Associations. He
is admitted to practice in the Federal District Courts for the East-
ern and Southern Districts.

SAMPLE ELECTION BALLOT COURTESY OF
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STATE SUPREME COURT JUSTICE

Danielle Peterson
Party: Republican Age: 46

Education: Peterson earned her bachelor's
from the University of Delaware in 1997 and
a J.D. from Hofstra University on 2000.

Legal career: Peterson began her legal career
as an attorney in a private practice in 2001. In
2010, she became the principal law clerk to
the Hon. Anthony L. Parga of the Nassau County
Supreme Court and was elected justice in
2015.

Susan B. Heckman

Party: Democratic, Republican and Conserva-
tive Age: 41

Education: Earned bachelor’s in history and
political science from Bucknell University in
2002; received law degree from Villanova Uni-
versity School of Law in 2005.

Legal career: From 2007 to 2010, served as a
defense attorney for the Legal Aid Society of
Suffolk County. Since 2012, Heckman has
served as the principal law secretary to Suffolk
Supreme Court Justice John B. Collins.

Elizabeth Fox McDonough

Party: Democratic, Republican and Conserva-
tive Age: 59

Education: Earned bachelor's from St. John’s
University in 1984 and J.D. St. John’s University
in 1987.

Legal career: From 1987 to 1997, served as
an assistant district attorney in Queens.

From 1997 to 2001, served as the principal
law clerk to Justice Arthur Cooperman in the
Criminal Term of the Queens County Supreme
Court.

Joseph Girardi

Party: Democratic, Republican and Conserva-
tive Age: 62

Education: Graduated with Highest Honors
from SUNY Oneonta in 1981 with a dual major
of U.S. history and political science. Graduated
from Georgetown Law Center in 1984 and was
a Criminal Justice Clinic participant.

Legal career: From 1984 to 1988, served as
an assistant district attorney in Queens. From
1988 to 2015, he was an attorney in private
practice specializing in criminal cases.

Eileen Daly-Sapraicone

Party: Democratic, Republican and Conserva-
tive Age: 57

Education: Bachelor’s from St. John’s University
in 1991; law degree from City University of New
York Law School in 1995.

Legal career: Daly-Sapraicone began her legal
career in 1995 as an assistant district attorney
Queens, where she worked for six years. Daly-
Sapraicone served as a special counsel in the
special commissioner of investigation for the
New York City School District.

Timothy S. Driscoll

Party: Democratic, Conservative, Republican

Age: b4

Education: Bachelor's Hofstra University, 1988;
law degree, Harvard Law School, 1991.

Legal career: After graduating from law school,
Driscoll began a year-long clerkship with the
Hon. Joseph M. McLaughlinof the U.S. Court of
Appeals for the second circuit. Upon comple-
tion of his clerkship, he entered into private
practice. Driscoll left the private sector in 1996
to join the Nassau district attorney’s office.

Vito DeStefano

Party: Democratic, Republican, Conservative
Age: b4

Education: Wagner College; Brooklyn Law
School.

Legal career: Elected to the New York State

Supreme Court in 2007 and is presiding in the
Commercial Division and over the Tax Certiorari
part of the court in Nassau County. He was a

Nassau County District Court judge from 2004
through 2007. Was appointed to the New York
State’s Advisory Committee on Judicial Ethics.

HEMPSTEAD COUNCIL DISTRICT 4

Anthony
D’Esposito
Party: Republican
Age: 39

Hometown: Island Park

Professional experience: NYPD
dtective (retired)

gate the pandemic.

For the last three years,
D’Esposito said, he has helped
draft and implement either a
tax-cut or tax-freeze budget. “I
will support Supervisor Clavin’s
2022 proposed tax-cut budget,”
he said. “| have worked hard
since 2016 to improve roads,
facilities and expand programs.
| remain proud to join col-

Aaron
Meyer
Party: Democratic
Age: 42
Hometown: Oceanside

Professional experience: Attor-
ney, author, researcher, aca-

their jobs. Two-story garden-
style apartment buildings can
be prioritized in keeping with
existing zoning and built to be
affordable for the rising genera-
tion of younger Long Islanders
and those who will come next.
It's absurd to expect people to
travel long distances in order to
collect low hourly wages.

“The three hallmarks of my

Political experience: Town of
Hempstead councilman,
2016-present

On the issues:

In spring of 2020, alongside
Supervisor Don Clavin, Council-
man Anthony D’Esposito spear-
headed the region’s first out-
door dining initiative, waiving
fees and expediting the process
to allow and expand outdoor
dining. In doing so, he said, the
town saved restaurant owners
thousands in fees and helped
keep their doors open. Many vil-
lages followed the town’s lead,
and thousands of restaurants
are participating in this pro-

gram, which has been extended
to the fall of 2022.

Using federal CARES fund-
ing, he said, the town worked
with local chambers of com-
merce to distribute thousands
of personal protective equip-
ment kits to small businesses,
which helped keep employees
and customers safe. As co-
chairman of the Town of Hemp-
stead Covid-19 Task Force,
D’Esposito was part of Clavin’s
Economic Advisory Council, a
group of leaders in business,
industry, higher education,
healthcare and the community
brought together to strategize

on how to help businesses navi-

leagues in dedicating over $75
million to roads and infrastruc-
ture projects, over $10 million
in park improvements and con-
tinue to make the communities
| represent along our shoreline
more resilient in the face of
future storms.”

demic, public speaker, consul-
tant

Political experience: First-time
candidate

On the issues:

Aaron Meyer said he
believes there is much work to
be done to help small business-
es through the pandemic. “A lot
more can be done to help local
businesses, which should be
the town’s priority,” he said.
“Whether that means starting
by designating town personnel
to work directly with small busi-
ness to tasking the Hempstead
Industrial Development Agency
to evaluate rental and/or tax

relief available under section
862 of the General Municipal
Law, or any number of other
options available, nothing will
happen until local businesses
are treated as the priority they
should be.

“With respect to staffing
shortages,” he continued, “that
can't be solved without rectify-
ing our housing shortage, which
in turn means the town and its
IDA have an obligation to pro-

mote construction that will keep

our younger generation here,
especially and pointedly our
growing differently-abled com-
munity, who must be able to
commute from their homes to

candidacy have been, from the
start, bringing about transpar-
ency, accountability and repre-
sentation,” he said. “So, my
overall priority is to be the cata-
lyst for the Town Board to be
transparent, which in turn will
force it to be accountable”

Includes Baldwin, Cedarhurst, East Rockaway, Hewlett, Island Park, Lynbrook, Malverne, Oceanside, Rockville Centre, South Hempstead, Valley Stream, Woodmere.
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COUNTY LEGISLATURE DISTRICT 7

Howard
Kopel

Incumbent
Party: Republican
Age: 70
Hometown: Lawrence

Career: Attorney corporate
1975 to 1985; owner Sutton
Alliance, a national title
insurance and settlement
firm 1985 to present

Political experience: Six-
term county legislator, depu-
ty presiding officer

On the issues:

Howard is running for his
seventh two-year term.
Kopel, the Legislature’s cur-
rent deputy presiding officer,
said he stands on his finan-
cial experience and biparti-
san work, and is running for
another term because he

said he has significant influ-
ence in the Legislature.

On the ongoing reassess-
ment, he said he disagrees
with County Executive Laura
Curran administration’s com-
puter modeling, saying he
believes that facts on the
ground indicate that it is
incorrect. Kopel said the
county should halt property-
tax increases, conduct a
careful study to determine
what went wrong and correct
the system.

With multiple develop-
ment projects proposed in
the district and nearby sur-

rounding communities,

Kopel said he has been an
outspoken community leader
in opposing the proposed
Woodmere Club redevelop-
ment, as well as other apart-
ment projects throughout the
district and beyond.

He has expressed oppo-
sition to any Industrial Devel-
opment Agency benefits
being extended to such proj-
ects, which he said harm the
community. Kopel said he
supports sensible develop-
ment and business expan-
sion with the accompanying
infrastructure for the proper
support.

Lisa

Daniels
Challenger

Party: Democrat
Age: 55
Hometown: East Rockaway

Career: Attorney and owner
of Law office of Lisa Daniels,
1998 to present; adjunct
professor, Queens College
1997 to 2001; adjunct pro-
fessor Hofstra University,
1997 to 2001

Political experience: Sec-
ond-time candidate

On the issues:

Lisa Daniels ran against
Howard Kopel in 2013.
Daniels said she would work
with municipal officials to
promote the creation of a
community advisory board
and master planning com-

mission, saying that resi-
dents and community lead-
ers should have more of a
say about the direction of
their communities, and

these decisions should be
made holistically to see what
makes sense for the entire
community.

She said the county must
ensure development does
not exceed the level of its
infrastructure, with roadways
and wastewater infrastruc-
ture already often over-
whelmed by existing use.
She said she would seek to
bolster the infrastructure

work to ensure there is more
coordination between juris-
dictions when development
is proposed.

Daniels said she sup-
ports increasing the amount
of green space across the
county and doing a better
job of maintaining it. Saying
that she does not want what
she called the same mis-
takes after Superstorm
Sandy, Daniels said she
acknowledges the climate
crisis and how it affects
shoreline communities.

Daniels said she sup-
ports the work of Curran’s
administration, from the
budgets to the Boost Nassau
program that uses federal
money to offer grants to
small businesses and the
$375 payment that is open
to 400,000 households
across the county, which
could help residents a pay a
bill or spend locally at small
businesses.

Includes Cedarhurst, East Rockaway, Hewlett Bay Park, Hewlett Harbor, Oceanside, Rockville Centre, Woodmere.

Nassau County has approved a plan to use
federal relief funds for direct payments of
$375 to eligible households.

If you receive the Enhanced STAR
benefit for Seniors, Senior Citizens’
Property Tax Exemption or the
Limited Income-Disability Exemption,
you will automatically be mailed a
$375 direct payment.

If your household earned $168,900 or less in 2020 collect your
necessary documents and then follow the link or QR code below.

If your household earned $168,901 or more but under $500,000 in
2020 follow the link or QR code below to learn if you qualify.

If you need in-person help,

call 516-571-1555 for an appointment. (=l

1149666
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