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117 Kite Road, Swainsboro, GA 30401
478.289.1100

EMANUEL

MEDICAL CENTER

www.emanuelmedical.org

You don’t have to travel far to receive top quality medical treatment.
Emanuel Medical Center is proud to serve Emanuel County and the

surrounding communities with a wide range of healthcare services.

ACUTE CARE HOSPITAL SERVICES

- Med/Surg Patient Care

- Intensive Care Unit

- Emergency Department

- Inpatient Pediatric Care

- Senior Behavioral Health Unit (Ages 55 & Up)
- Physical Therapy

- Respiratory Therapy

- Occupational Therapy

- Speech Theraapy

- Swing Bed Program

SURGICAL SERVICES

- General Surgery

- Orthopedic Surgery

- Gynecological Services

- Cataract, Retina & Other Eye Surgery

LONG TERM CARE

- Our Home at Emanuel Medical Center
49-Bed Skilled Nursing Facility - 478.237.1334

OUTPATIENT SERVICES

- Laboratory Medicine

- Imaging

- Infusion

- Wound Care

- Physical Therapy

- Respiratory Therapy

- Occupational Therapy
- Speech Therapy

EMERGENCY MEDICINE

- Laboratory Medicine

- Imaging

- Infusion

- Wound Care

- Physical Therapy

- Respiratory Therapy

- Occupational Therapy
- Speech Therapy

Through Emanuel Medical Center’s
partnership with Augusta University, patients

can receive care from AU medical specialists
via telemedicine, without ever having to leave
Emanuel County.

PRIMARY CARE CLINICS

Emanuel Family Medical Clinic
Sydney McRae, MD
Jo Greenway, FNP
Gabrielle Story, PA
Michael Edenfield, FNP
305 Kite Rd., Swainsboro
478-237-9928

Emanuel Medical PROMPT Care
Cedpric Porter, MD
Rhonda Oglesby, FNP
Julie Anna Mixon, FNP
478-237-2238

Porter Medical Clinic
Cedric Porter, MD
Amanda Jarriel, FNP
Julie Anna Mixon, FNP
124 Victory Drive., Swainsboro
478.237.5506

South Georgia Internal Medicine
Vijitha Prasad, MD
Pamela Love, RNC, WHNP
Megan Knight, MSN, FNP-C
544 W. Church St., Swainsboro
478.237.2527

Swainsboro Internal Medicine
Caroline Musa, MD
Mason Smith, PA
Mandi Purcell, FNP
Kimberly Withrow, ENP
Lawanda Williams, FNP
131A Victory Dr., Swainsboro
478.237.8342

Twin City Medical Clinic
Michael Wheelis, MD
Claire Ault, FNP
115 Gillikin St., Twin City
478.763.3036

SPECIALTY CLINICS

Emanuel OBGYN Clinic
Chelsea Mikell, MD
James Small, MD
James Anthony “Tony” Reed, MD
Denise Peebles, FNP
125B Victory Dr., Swainsboro
478.419.1250

Emanuel Surgical Associates
John Bishop, MD
120A Victory Dr., Swainsboro
478.237.3291

Emanuel Wound Care Clinic
Anthony Davis - MD
Nick Lueke — NP -C
117 Kite Rd., (2nd Floor)
Swainsboro
478.289.1126

VISITING CLINICS

CARDIOLOGY
Abraham Lin, MD
125 C Victory Dr., Swainsboro
912-489-6246
Bimal Shah, MD
125 C Victory Dr., Swainsboro
800-722-1272
Ajay Jain, MD
305 Kite Rd., Swainsboro
912-681-2273

NEUROLOGY
Michael Taormina, MD
125 A Victory Dr., Swainsboro
912-871-8900

ORTHOPEDIC
Michael D. Gaines, MD
Optim Orthopedics
119 B Victory Dr.
Swainsboro
800-827-6536

2 » Welcome Guide 2024




Welcome to Emanuel County!
The Crossroads of the South...

The sheriff is the duly elected and lawfully commissioned Chief Law
Enforcement Officer of the county and has the DUTY to preserve the

peace and protect the lives, persons, property, health and morals of the

people (Law Enforcement), the keeper of thejail, and lastly, the arm and
the sword of the Honorable Court.

- Georgia Constitution
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EMANUEL COUNTY /
SHERIFF’S OFFICE

We hope you are impressed with our small southern community...
where manners, etiquette and respect are taught and expected.
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I elcome

Welcome to Emanuel County! Whether you're here for a visit or plan to stay for good, we invite you to come on
in and experience the hospitality and community of a true southern home.

Emanuel County is just 16 miles from Interstate 16. Georgia Highway 80 and U.S. Highway 1 cross in the
center of our county seat, the city of Swainsboro. This intersection is especially noteworthy as it is the cross-
roads of two of the most historically relevant cross-country roads in America, and Swainsboro is the only place
in the country where they meet, hence Swainsboro’s long-standing nickname, the “Crossroads of the Great
South.” When you're in Emanuel County, you're halfway between Statesboro and Dublin, and we are an easy
drive to Savannah, Augusta, Macon, Atlanta, Athens, and Jacksonville, Florida.

In terms of academics, you'll be impressed with our schools. All ultramodern, the educational opportunities in
Emanuel County are second to none, and you’ll enjoy the benefits of smaller class sizes compared to larger
cities. Emanuel County Schools, David Emanuel Academy, East Georgia State College, and Southeastern Tech-
nical College provide ample opportunities for pupils of all ages to achieve their educational goals, setting
them on the road to success.

We're also proud of our state-of-the-art recreational facilities. These include football, softball, and baseball
fields; tennis and basketball courts; walking trails; a splash pad, playgrounds, fishing grounds; and much
more. Swainsboro Golf and Country Club just off McLeod Bridge Road offers a challenging 18-hole course,
plus a pro shop, driving range, and putting green. In Twin City, George L. Smith State Park, a jewel in the
Georgia's State Park System, offers great camping and endless discovery for history buffs. Also situated inside
Emanuel County are meeting places such as Vann Community House, the Garfield Community House, and the
Varner 4-H Clubhouse, among others.

For those interested in the arts, the Emanuel Arts Council works to provide opportunities for our community
to cultivate and grow their artistic endeavors. The EAC sponsors several activities, including children’s art
camps, locally produced plays, and outdoor art shows. The EAC will be housed in the Historic Dixie Theatre,
currently undergoing renovations to become the Barbara and Tobe Karrh Community Arts Center, a 16,000+
square foot home for arts and culture. For more information about the revitalization of the Dixie Theatre, visit
www.historicdixietheatre.com.

The beautiful city/county auditorium downtown offers many entertainment events, including the Miss
Emanuel County and Miss Southeast Georgia pageants, held annually as preliminaries to the Miss Georgia,
and ultimately, Miss America pageants.

If you're looking for serenity, look no further than Emanuel County’s own natural landscape. We are lucky to
look upon untouched fields, canopies of pine trees, and the native animals that call our forests home. The
Ohoopee, Ogeechee, and Canoochee rivers flow through our county, contributing to its picturesque quality.
Emanuel County is a nature lover’s dream, and it’s not hard to find a porch to sit on where you can take it all
in.

Remember, you and yours are always welcome here! Stay with us and you're guaranteed an authentic south-
ern-living experience, complete with a heartfelt smile upon your entrance and sincere well wishes should you
decide to say goodbye.

We invite you to browse through this newcomer’s guide. It is our hope that in these pages you will be
provided a glimpse of the beauty and repose Emanuel County offers. There are many things about our neck of
the woods we can’t put in this guide, like the call of the whippoorwill as night consumes the day, the way the
sun rises over our many rolling hills, or the rustle of the wind through our infamous yellow pines. These are
experiences that come only with a stay in our humble abode. So, come stay with us...and if you can’t, y’all
come back now, ya hear?

EMANUEL COUNTY ¢ ESTABLISHED 1812
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Getting Started

Outlined below are a few pertinent pieces of informa-
tion to help you get settled. Should you need further
assistance, the Emanuel County Chamber of Commerce
awaits your call at 478.237.6426.

Register to Vote

Residents 18 years of age or older are eligible to register
to vote. All residents of Emanuel County should visit the
registrar’s office in the county office building in Swains-
boro to register to vote in county selections. They can be
reached at 478.237.3471. In order to vote in city elections,
residents must register at their respective city hall.

Hunting and Fishing License
Hunting and fishing license can be purchased at local
convenient and sporting goods stores.

Cable/Internet/Telephone Providers

To get cable, internet or telephone services in Emanuel
County, call:

* Pineland, 425 S. Main St., Swainsboro, 478.419.1221
or 800.247.1266

* Vyve, 123 Roger Shaw St., Swainsboro, 478.237.6434
* BellSouth, 888.757.6500

Marriage License

Visit the Emanuel County Probate Judge’s office inside
the courthouse in Swainsboro. The Probate Judge’s of-
fice can be reached at 478.237.7091.

Electrical Power.

For electric hook-ups in Emanuel County, contact:
*Altamaha Electric, 730 Hwy 1 South, Swainsboro,
478.237.8181

* Excelsior Electric, 986 SE Broad St., Metter, 912.685.2115
* Georgia Power, 888.660.5890

Building Permit

To obtain a building permit, you must fill out an applica-
tion at Swainsboro City Hall, 101 W. Main St., Swains-
boro. For information, call 478.237.7025.

Burn Permit
Contact the Emanuel County Forestry Unit at
478.289.2564. Their office is located at 296 Glenwood Rd.,
Swainsboro.

Animal Control
The animal shelter is located at 343 Market St., Swains-
boro. They can be reached at 478.237.4040.

Natural Gas
Atlanta Gas and Light Company services Swainsboro

with natural gas. To receive natural gas services, call
800.427.5463.

Driver’s License

If you have an out-of-state driver’s license, you MUST
receive a Georgia driver’s license within 30 days. You
must be over 16 years of age and must present at least
one original or certified document to prove your identity
(birth certificate or passport), your Social Security card,
at least two documents to prove your residential address
and appropriate name change documents, if needed.
The Georgia Department of Driver Services, 994 Hwy 1
North, is open Wednesday and Thursday ONLY, from 8
a.m. to 5 p.m. They can be reached at 678.413.8400.

Garbage Disposal

For garbage disposal in Swainsboro, call the City Hall
or visit their office, 101 W. Main St. They can be reached
at 478.237.7025. Household garbage collection areas are
provided throughout the county as well.

Waterand Sewer Service

Contact your respective City Hall. Numbers are provid-
ed in the ‘Important Numbers’ list in the magazine un-
derneath each city’s mayor’s name.

MotorVehicle Registration

To register your motor vehicle, please correspond with
the Emanuel County Tax Commissioner, 101 S. Main
St., Swainsboro. The office also handles transactions for
mobile homes, timer tax, property tax and intangible re-
cording tax. Georgia law requires ALL auto tags be re-
newed by owner’s birthday. New residents have 30 days
to renew license plates. Renewals after the deadline are
subject to a 10% penalty on the ad valorem tax and a
25% tax on the tag fee. Hours of operation are Monday
— Friday from 8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. They can be reached at
478.237.3351.

Mobile/Home Registration

Mobile homes must display a current mobile home de-
cal, which may be obtained at the tax commissioner’s
office upon payment of ad valorem taxes each year. Tax
bills for mobile homes are mailed out in late January
and are due by May 1.

School Registration

To register for public school, visit the Emanuel Coun-
ty Board of Education’s Central Office, 201 N. Main St.,
Swainsboro. For more information, call 478.237.6674. To
register for David Emanuel Academy, call 912.562.4405
or visit them at 602 N. Fourth St., Stillmore.

Newspaper Delivery
Visit The Forest-Blade, 416 W. Moring St., Swainsboro.
They can be reached at 478.237.9971.
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Important phone numbers

Emanuel County is governed by a county administrator and a panel of five county

commissioners. The commissioners meet the third Monday of each month at 6 p.m.

District 1 District 3 District 4 L. Guy Singletary,
Kawame Coleman Hugh Foskey Jim Sherrod County
(until December 31, 2024) Administrator
District 2 Johnny Moore District 5 Richard McNeely,
Ricky Thompson (January 1, 2025) Timmy Oliver County Attorney
Swainsboro Police Jeffrey/Brewer, Sheriff Georgia State
Department 478.237.7526 Patrol
Randy Ellison, Chief Jeffrey Brewer, Sheriff 994 Highway 1 North
212 N Main St, Swainsboro 125 S Main St, Swainsboro Swainsboro
478.237.8967 478.237.7526 478.289.2599
Government
Emanuel County Courthouse ¢478.237.8911
Don Wilkes, Probate Judge Kristin Hall, Chief Magistrate Judge
(until December 31, 2024) Clerk of Superior Court (vacant)
Chase Sherrod 478.237.8911, Ext. 117 Shaina Ellington,
(January 1, 2025) Magistrate Judge
478.237.7091 478.237.7278

Tax Assessor’s Office Tax Commissioner Voter Registrar

Tax Assessor’s Office Sandra Wright, Kerry Curry,
478.237.1222 Tax Commissioner Director of Elections
(until December 31, 2024) 478.237.3471

Jessica Moran,
Tax Commissioner
(January 1, 2025)
478.237.3351

Chamber: of Commerce and Development Authority,

Chamber of Commerce
Ken Warnock, CEO
Jack Bareford, President
478.237.6426

Education

Emanuel County Board of Education

Dr. Denise Warnock, Superintendent
478.237.6674

David Emanuel Academy
Haylee Free, Head of School
912.562.4405

East Georgia State College
Dr. David Schecter, President

Southeastern Technical College
Larry Calhoun, President

478.289.2000 478.289.2200
Electrical Telephone
Georgia Power Company Pineland Telephone
888.660.5890 478.419.1221
Altamaha Electric Bellsouth
478.237.8181 478.780.2355 (residential)
Cable & Internet Providers 478.780.2800 (business)
Pineland Telephone P G
478.419.1221 ropane =as
Local Propane e 478.299.2335
Vyve Broadband
478.237.6434 Thompson Gas ® 478.237.8702

Emanuel County, The Place to Grow ¢

Hospital
Emanuel Medical Center
478.289.1100
Emergency Room
478.289.1342
Ambulance
478.289.1366

Media Outlets
The Forest-Blade
478.237.9971

RadioJones LLC
478.237.1590

Airport
East Georgia Regional Airport
AirStar Flight Support
478.237.6426

Recreation Department
Jerry Lawson,
Swainsboro Director
478.237.8098
Brent Freeman,
Twin City Director

Georgia Forestry Commission
Emanuel County Unit
478.289.2564

Libraries
Franklin Memorial Library
478.237.7791

East Georgia State College
478.289.2083
Community Facilities

Vann Community Center
478.237.8098

4-H Clubhouse
478.289.0070
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Emanuel Medical Center. . s wing and excelling

Quality care, close to home. A local
staff, trained to be the best in their
field. A commitment to our commu-
nity, helping the people of Emanuel
County live healthier and happier
lives.

The mission of Emanuel Medical
Center is clear, and it has been since it
was founded in 1952. Almost 75 years
later, the hospital is thriving and ex-
celling like no other time in its history.

“We’ve always had a culture of ex-
cellence,” said Damien Scott, CEO of
Emanuel Medical Center. “I want ev-
erybody in this facility, no matter the
department you work in, to be excited
about being
excellent.”

The hos-
pital  has
received
recognition
and honors
in a variety
of areas. It
was named 48
one of only
nine 5 Star &4
Hospitals
in Georgia
by CMS °
(Centers for #
Medicare
and Med-
icaid Services) in 2023. It was EMC’s
third 5 Star Rating in the last four
years. This is a wide-ranging evalua-
tion to help quantify healthcare pro-
cesses, outcomes, patient perceptions,
and organizational structure and/or
systems that are associated with the
ability to provide high-quality health-
care and/or that relate to one or more
quality goals for health care. These
goals include effective, safe, efficient,
patient-centered, equitable, and time-
ly care.

“The awards are great,” Scott said.
“But, what really matters is that you
go home at the end of the day, know-
ing you made an impact on some-
body’s life.”

That impact is made stronger by the
home-grown staff that makes up the

10 * Welcome Guide 2024

majority of the more than 400 employ-
ees of EMC. That personal connection
to the staff is the reason why so many
residents choose Emanuel Medical
Center.

“You might think going out of town
to abigger hospital is better, well that’s
not true,” said Frank Canady, own-
er of Emanuel County’s Yard Master.
“Your local hospital is awesome! They
wait on you and they know you per-
son to person. It just makes a huge dif-
ference being at home in your home-
town hospital.”

There are some unique challenges
for any rural hospital. Residents of

Emanuel County are 80 minutes away
from a Level 1 Trauma Center. These
facilities are located in significantly
larger areas like Augusta, Savannah,
or Macon. Emanuel Medical Center is
certified as a Level IV trauma center,
one of only eight in the state of Geor-
gia.

“The community wants to know
that if my loved one was in an acci-
dent that they are going to get excel-
lent care,” said Scott. “We have to be
at a much higher level than a lot of
places, because it’s a long way to get
to a higher-level trauma center. I want
our team to be excellent in the field,
excellent here at the facility. We have
invested greatly in that training. So
much so that we are creating a course
that will be piloted here at Emanuel

Medical Center and be able to teach
it to rural hospitals throughout the
state.”

Those types of investments and
commitments are seen throughout
the facility, giving the citizens of the
county peace of mind and confidence
in their local hospital.

“Growing up in Emanuel County
and now raising my family here, you
realize that there are certain services
that are part of everyday life and vital
to the survival of your community,”
said Wade Johnson, President of Eman-
uel County’s Durden Banking Com-
pany. “The hospital is one of those top
providers.
I certainly
understand
and appre-
ciate  what
the hospital
does  here
for Emanuel
County.”

The impact
the hospital
has reaches
beyond just
the  quali-
ty care that
is provided
within  its
walls.  The
longevity and excellence make it a pil-
lar of the community, and something
that attracts people and businesses
into our county.

“Emanuel Medical Center provides
quality healthcare that is personal and
professional,” said Milton Gray, Pres-
ident of Emanuel County’s Citizens
Bank. “It’s also an economic engine
for our community, they employee
over 400 people in Swainsboro and
Emanuel County. We want people to
move to Swainsboro, to buy and build
here. Those people wouldn’t consider
it if we didn’t have this quality hospi-
tal here. Same thing for economic de-
velopment, no industry or company
would consider our county without a
quality hospital. It's an incredible re-
source for our community!”




SWAINSBORO STILLMORE

* The county seat of Emanuel County * When this town sprang up as a result of the booming railroad-
e Named for Stephen Swain lumber business, the U.S. Posts Office sent a list of names for the
e Name changed to “Paris” in 1852 but was townspeople to choose from, saying that if none were suitable, they
changed back to “Swainsboro” in 1861 would send “still more.” This caught the attention of the residents,
* Known as “Pine Tree Country” or “Crossroads and they adopted the name “Stillmore” for their city
of the Great South” since transcontinental U.S.  NUNEZ
Highways 1 and 80 intersect downtown e Named for Dr. Samuel Nunez, who was credited for stopping a
TWIN CITY contagious epidemic through the new colony of Georgia in the

1700s, or Dr. Jackson Morgan Nunez, long-time Emanuel

* Once two neighboring and nearly identical
County physician who dies in 1934

towns, Summit and Graymont

NORRISTOWN
GARFIELD e Got its start over 235 years ago when Williams Laird opened a
* Incorporated August 23, 1905 cotton gin and gristmill there
e Is thought to be named after President SUMMERTOWN
J ames Garfield who was assassinated * Received its name from early settlers of
in 1889 k the area building summer homes there
ADRIAN to get away from the malaria-infested
e Was named by the first postman EM ANI.IEL mosquitoes of the Ogeechee lowlands
of the first post office, W.R. Smith, a. CANOOCHEE
in 1899. He was given the honor EUUNTY * There is some dispute over the origin of

of selecting a name for the city the name. Most agree that it comes from

because of his position .?oo UUR @b the Native American word “Kanooche”,
OAK PARK MM N\‘\ mleaning l,l, little gllf,c,)ur;ld”, but some argue
e Owes its existence to Hansel R. % u & it’s from “Canosi”, the name of an an-

Williamson, a pioneer settler and land cient Native American country, and “Ink
owner in the area andoshi”, a Creek Indian word meaning

“graves are there”.

LOOKING TO BUY OR SELL A HOME?

Call an Honest Agent you can Trust!!

Tracy Thompson, Realtor

Your Local Real Estate Agent Serving
Emanuel & Surrounding Areas

Tracy Thompson, Realtor
Cell: 478-299-4367
Office: 912-764-9265

Matt Donaldson, Mayor

Jule Bady, Jr., Mayor Pro Tem
Jesse Brown, City Commissioner

William R. Brown III, City Commissioner ‘0 Brd}]eﬁ’y Raines Realty

Charles Moody, City Commissioner

www.twincityga.com

— N ———
Real Estate | 0rouP
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% CHAPMAN 427 North Main Street | Swainsboro, GA 30401

FUNERAL HOME 478-237-3800

= ~COA 206 East Pine Street | Swainsboro, GA 30401
DURDEN-HUDSON 478-237-2131

FUNERAL DIRECTORS
A S 2\ T

P ———
SWAINSBORO

“ WAXHDEM NONUME ,

1082 US Highway 80 E
SOUTHEAT VAULT & MONUMENT Swainsboro, GA 30401
478-237-4341
12 « Welcome Guide 2024




Oty {eaders IRHIEITIE

Each of Emanuel County’s eight municipalities are governed by a "‘,ing activities sni“al nain or fractures?
mayor and city council. Council members are . A .
DJ Davis - District 1, Julian Sconyers - District 2, e = % (G N i
Johnny Ray Stafford - District 3, Bobbie Collins - District 4 and
Greg Quarterman - District 6. (District 5 is currently vacant.)

ADRIAN GARFIELD NUNEZ
Wynola Smith Tommie Paul Vickie Hooks BE ‘ﬁ T D { A
PO. Box 265 b0, Box 124 SN [T -* - Lt
Adrian, GA 31002 Garfield, GA 30425 Nunez, GA 30448 i — \//
478.668.3376 478.763.3264 912.562.3701 c I = h k I d bl
onsuit with our Knowieagabie
OAK PARK STILLMORE SUMMERTOWN therapists and start moving again!
Mickey Lindsey Regan Slater Don Bishop o
3857 Harrington St. P.O. Box 70 P.O. Box 555 Cto r 0(,’ 9.
Oak Park, GA 30436 Stillmore, GA 30464 Swainsboro, GA 30401 y % of, ’q,,/ .
912.578.4115 912.562.3529 478.237.3422 Q/,;}Oh',) Ye
NN
erapy &
SWAINSBORO TWIN CITY & 114 Victory Drive
Greg Bennett Matt Donaldson W Swainsboro
P.O. Box 600 P.O. Box 980
ellness 47s.237.4017

Swainsboro, GA 30401 Twin City, GA 30471
478.237.7025 478.763.2695 victorytherapywellness.com

Protect What is Important...
From People You Know and Trust!

Larry J. (Butch) Parrish
Georgia House of Representatives
District 158

HM-1 State Capitol 228 Creek Side Dr.

Atlanta, GA 30334  Swainsboro, GA 30401 0 .
4046565141 478.455.0333 (cell) tAlltO- wners 1251 N,M?;n St.
INSURANCE wainsboro

ljparrish@pineland.net LIFE - HOME + CAR + BUSINESS 478'289'9008
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WELCOME TO EMANUEL COUNTY...
WHERE OUR ‘PRIME INTEREST’ IS YOU!

Checking Accounts
Competitive CD & Savings Accounts
Individual Retirement Accounts
Money Market Accounts

Master Money®Debit Card

C I -I- I Z E N S BA N K ;i ggzi Z?l};}:)hone Banking Service

O FO S W A IENES*B O KT Christmas Club
Bill Pay Services

Online Banking
Mobile Banking

VI s I T -

US
TODAY?!

121 North Main Street * Swainsboro ' * 478.237.7001
1210 Hillcrest Parkway * Dublin * 478.272.7775
M Srber 101 West Jackson Street, Suite B_*. Dublin*'478.272.7775
Homnremd FDIC 1101 Brampton Avenue * Statesboro * 912.623.2500

LENDER
- www.cbs-lc.com # BankLocally

SINCE 1900, WE’'VE STOOD THE TEST OF TIME.
SAFE, SOUND, SECURE.

14 » Welcome Guide 2024




All the Fixins — Swainsboro................ 478.419.1500

All the Fixins — Twin City......cccoveeveuveuennee 478.763.3500
Berni’s on West Main......................... 478.419.1339
Brown Bag Café............................. 478.455.3430
Burger King.................... 478.237.7766
Canoochee Catfish...........ccooovvieei.... 478.237.7242
Coleman House.........oooovviiiiiiininiinn. 478.237.9100
Coleman Lake Restaurant................... 478.589.7726
DS DINeT...coviiiiiiiii i 478.299.5402
Dairy Queen............ccooviiiiiiiinn 478.237.2431
Domino’s Pizza.........cocoovviiiiiiiiinnn.. 478.289.7070
El Valle Mexican Restaurant................ 478.237.6063
Emanuel Medical Center.................... 478.289.1100
Farmhouse Café..............cooiviiiiinine. 478.668.3775
Hall’s Minit Mart — Twin City..............478.763.4212
Huddle House..........cooovviviiiiiiiiinnnn. 478.237.5510
Jacqueleen’s Southern Porch............... 478.763.2006
KEC. o 478.237.5133
Koiya Express...............oooo 478.289.8082
Kwik Shop......cooviiiiiiiiiiiic, 478.237.7596
LaRosita Tienda Mexicana................. 478.419.1009
Leannas.......ccovvviiiiiiiiiii i 478.419.1355
Little Caesars Pizza...........cccovvvnnne... 478.419.5050
Lynn & Bob’s..........cooooiiiii 478.237.2064
Maryland Fried Chicken................... 478.237.5300
McKinney’s Pond............................ 478.589.7186
McDonald’s.....ccoovvviiiiiiiiii, 478.237.2860
New Garden.......c.oovvveiiiiiiiiiiiieinan 478.419.5038
Oak Island Crab House..................... 912.562.3888
Off the Hook Seafood...........cevuen... 478.206.0056
Peking Chinese Buffet...................... 478.237.9666
Popeyes Louisiana Chicken................ 478.268.4103
Simply Southern Restaurant............... 478.763.4071
Smith’s Canoochee Store................... 478.289.7221
Sonic Drive-In........cooooiiiiiiiiinnn, 478.237.2222
Subway........oooii 478.237.7396
TacoBell......oooviiiiiiii i, 478.237.5400
Tasty Wings & Seafood..................... 478.419.1005
The Cakery on the Square.................. 478.268.3907
The Rustic Grill..........cooiiiiiiini.n. 478.419.1302
Waffle King.............ocooooiinn 478.237.7191
Ware’'s BBQ...c.oooviiiiiiii 478.237.6942
Wendy’s.......cooovviiiiii 478.237.5565
Zaxby’'s......cooiiiiiiiiii 478.237.4476

FAIRCLOTH
-

FOREST PRODUCTS

1377 Old Nunez Road

Swainsboro

SWAIN§30R0 GA 478"52'3775848 .

#ISTATESBORONGAT(01276415442%
DUBLIN} @Ap 478! 275 0050

< Distributor of Quality Farm
Implements and Equipment

Ui
. WeJHave Lawn Mower |

Blades in Any Size

Financing Available LIC#3169 Certified Service Technicians
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Education in Emanuel County Schools

Education in Emanuel County has
a rich historical foundation that dates
back to the 1800s. The Emanuel Coun-
ty school system, with its humble be-
ginnings of over 50 one-room schools
scattered across the county, has always
been a beacon of quality education.
Our dedicated educators, then and
now, have tirelessly worked to ensure
that our students have every oppor-
tunity to acquire the essential skills
needed to grow, prosper, and succeed.
Today, the system has evolved to in-
clude seven school sites and educates
approximately 4,000 students annual-
ly.

Emanuel County Schools employs
approximately 372 certified and 294
non-certified employees, which has a
significant economic impact. The Ed-
ucation Special Purpose Local Option
Sales Tax (ESPLOST) has been instru-
mental in keeping Emanuel County’s
education millage rates low. This local
tax has enabled the school system to
provide up-to-date technology, in-
structional supplies, and textbooks,
maintain modern facilities, purchase
necessary buses, and fund facility
projects. The recent reduction in the
millage rate from 12.52 to 12.0 is a
testament to the stability and security
that ESPLOST provides.

Creating a safe learning environ-
ment in our schools is essential for
fostering academic success and emo-
tional well-being among students and
staff. ECS has implemented proactive
safety measures. Our comprehensive
safety plan includes numerous safety
tools and strategies to protect our stu-
dents and staff. A silent alert system,
school resource officers, training and
drills, and safety and communication
protocols are some of the critical com-
ponents of our safety plan.

The positive economic impact of our
school system benefits all citizens of
Emanuel County. However, the great-
est reward comes from knowing that
our children are receiving a high-qual-
ity education and are prepared to com-
pete in today’s world. The educator
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and student interaction is at the heart
of the system—and the cornerstone
of economic success. Whether in kin-
dergarten or high school chemistry,
this interaction is crucial in unlocking
each student’s fullest potential, mak-
ing every educator’s role vital to our
community’s educational success.

ECS’s mission is to prepare and in-
spire all students for college and ca-
reer success through personalized
learning and relevant experiences.
Strong literacy skills form the foun-
dation for success in higher education
and workforce readiness. The Georgia
Early Literacy Act (House Bill 538), the
upcoming implementation of Geor-
gia’s new K-12 English Language Arts
Standards in the school year 2025-26,
and the ongoing efforts in Georgia to
address dyslexia (Senate Bill 48) are all
important initiatives that will shape
our approach to literacy. Our teaching
and learning department is working
to provide teachers with additional

training to enhance their skills and
to better support literacy instruction.
The training focuses on the science of
reading and equips teachers with ef-
fective strategies for teaching reading
and writing. Literacy instruction will
shift from students memorizing sight
words to concentrating on decoding
and phonics instruction.

The school system has a strong and
productive partnership with local
post-secondary institutions. Many
students participate in the dual enroll-
ment programs at East Georgia State
College and Southeastern Technical
College. By doing so, these students
earn both high school and college
credits. Every year, several graduat-
ing seniors not only receive their high
school diploma but also their associ-
ate’s degree or technical college certif-
icate.

The system’s transportation de-
partment provides transportation for
more than 2,500 students daily, cov-
ering more than 2,500 miles of paved
and dirt roads. In a typical year, our
buses travel 451,000 miles to and from
school, with extra-curricular compe-
titions and field trips adding several
thousand additional miles. This par-
ticular department oversees 65 buses.

School nutrition is more than just
providing meals; it also creates a
healthy learning environment. Prop-
er nutrition is essential for students’
physical and cognitive development,
directly impacting their academic per-
formance. Our team is committed to
ensuring that every student can access
nutritious meals that fuel their bodies
and minds. These meals are served at
no charge and are available for break-
fast, lunch, and after-school snacks.

Joined with parents and the com-
munity, our schools hold great poten-
tial. Our students today will become
the future leaders of our community.
At ECS, our vision is to strengthen our
community one student at a time. The
future is profoundly influenced by ed-
ucation. The significance of this can-
not be emphasized enough.




ATHLETICS IN EMANUEL COUNTY SCHOOLS

Athletics play a significant role in shaping the lives of students. The athletic programs at Emanuel Coun-
ty Schools have a proud tradition of excellence. Our programs are not solely focused on sports but also
on productive scholar-athletes. They provide young individuals with the opportunity to learn, grow,
and develop, mirroring their experiences in the classroom. Our athletic programs at Emanuel County
Schools, Swainsboro Middle School, and Swainsboro High School are designed to foster student-athlete
growth through education and competition, with a strong emphasis on instilling attitudes of discipline,
sportsmanship, and integrity. We offer a competitive athletic program aimed at teaching student-athletes
perseverance, leadership, and teamwork.

High School Sports
FALL WINTER Spring
Competition/Football Cheer Boys Basketball Baseball
Cross Country Girls Basketball Bass Fishing (SHS)
Flag Football Cheerleading/Basketball Boys Soccer (SHS)
Football Boys Wrestling Girls Soccer (SHS)
Softball Girls Wrestling (ECI) Golf
Game Day Cheer (ECI) E-sports Tennis
Literary (ECI) Track
Middle School Sports
Fall WINTER SPRING
Competition/Football Cheer Basketball Cheerleading Baseball
Cross Country Boys Basketball Tennis
Football Girls Basketball Golf
Softball Wrestling Track
Boys Soccer (SMS) Tennis
Girls Soccer (SMS)
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David Emanuel Academy: Celebrating 55 years

We are excited to celebrate 55 years
of David Emanuel Academy educating
children. This is a tremendous mile-
stone worthy of celebrating! When
DEA’s founders started this journey, I
have no doubt they dreamed big and
had aspirations of growth, opportuni-
ties, and success

for the students of Emanuel and sur-
rounding counties. For 55 years and
thanks to the love and dedication of
countless families, trustees, faculty,
and staff, David Emanuel has provided
a safe environment for children to learn
and to be involved. Our campus has
been blessed by the grace of the Lord
and I pray we continue to focus on Him
and to give Him all of the praise for all
that we are given and accomplish.

Last year, we welcomed our school
year with a brand new administrative
and classroom building (the comple-
tion of phase one of our campus master
plan), renovation and expansion of our
cafeteria, and new flooring throughout
much of campus. We celebrated at our
Open House and our Ribbon Cutting
Ceremony. It brought much joy for our
constituents to walk through our new
doors for the first time and

for them to see that we are serious
about offering better each year. This
year, we are equally as excited!

Our focus continues to be to offer the
best we can in academics, staffing, ath-
letics, and facilities. Our students will
not only continue to enjoy our school-
wide Christian-based curriculum, du-
al-enrollment, Advanced Placement,
STEAM, Personal Finance, and Life
Skills courses, but they will also enjoy
an opportunity to choose their elec-
tive class of choice. This has been a
goal of ours and thanks to enrollment
and staffing growth, we are finally
able to provide this opportunity for
our students. We are also excited that
our school programming is growing
as well. This upcoming year, we have
added a K-2 class for two-year-olds
(making us a K-2 through 12th grade
school), an after-school program (for
later pickup), and the availability of a
weight training class for our student
athletes. Our trustees approved a sig-
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nificant pay raise for our staff - anoth-
er area of desired improvement. We
are committed to increasing salaries
each year and thanks to our enroll-
ment growth, we were able to bless our
staff. I am so excited about our teachers
and coaches! The Lord has provided
us with an exceptional staff that bring
many certifications, talents, and exper-
tise to our students.

Another area of focus has been our
athletic offerings. We welcome this
school year with a new Athletic Direc-
tor, Coach Daniel Flowers. “Coach D”
has worked hard to prepare for this up-
coming year. He has brought tremen-
dous energy and excitement to our ath-
letic programming and has lined up a
great coaching staff for our student ath-
letes. Perhaps the most exciting athletic
news is that we are further enhancing
and expanding our campus! Through-
out the summer, we have completely
renovated our softball/baseball facili-
ties. New fencing, dugouts, backstop,
netting, grandstand awnings, concrete,

landscaping, and storage have all been
added and upgraded. At this time, the
project is nearing completion, and we
are moving on to our next major cam-
pus addition - phase two of our cam-
pus master plan, a new athletic train-
ing facility. Throughout this year, the
new 6,000 square foot structure will be
erected and, as completion comes, will
include a weight room, locker rooms,
restrooms, coaches’ offices, laundry
room, storage closets, and a clinic. In
the future, and as funding allows, we
look forward to transforming our old
field house into a new ticket booth,
concession stand, and restrooms.
Thank you to all that have support-
ed our Booster Club! Because of your
generous donations and sponsorships,
DEA is able to make these athletic cam-
pus enhancements happen!

I love to watch our students shine!
Last year, our student body had much
to celebrate in academics, arts, and
athletics! Our students excelled and
were honored with successful regional,
state and national title winnings. Our
Beta Club celebrated both Small Group
Performance and Solo Performance
national champion titles; Literary cele-
brated a state Impromptu Speech run-
ner-up and a first place winning in Re-
gion Argumentative Essay; 4-H earned
a 4th place state Modified Trap winner;
our Math Bowl (4th/5th grade) team
earned 2nd place in region competi-
tion; we had a first and third place fin-
ish in the Spelling Bee; we had first, sec-
ond, and third place finishes in Science
Fair competition; and we had a district
winner in the Patriot’s Pen writing con-
test! In athletics we are coming off an
exciting year with our football team
finishing in the semifinals, softball in
the Final Four, boys’ basketball in the
Elite Eight, girls’ basketball in playoffs,
our baseball finishing Final Four, four
region champ tennis players, and a
region champ golf team! What a great
year! I am looking forward to watching
our Eagles continue to accomplish big
things this school year!

All of these accomplishments and
steps of progression would not be pos-
sible without the love and support of




David Emanuel Academy: Celebrating 55 years

our families and communities. I do want fo take this opportunity to personally thank every family and business that has
supported David Emanuel - past and present. DEA’s story is still being written and we have made it to chapter 55 because of
tremendous support and love and because of the Lord’s faithfulness. We do not take this for granted, and we pray that our

supporters continue to be proud of the progress of
our Academy.

We have bus routes that serve Swainsboro, Metter,
and Twin City. We have early arrival and after-school
care. We serve two-year-old children through seniors
in high school. We enjoy weekly chapel services. We
have been blessed with success in the academics,
arts, and athletics, and have produced successful col-
lege and work-force humans. We work hard to NOT
sit stagnant, and we make decisions that we pray
will honor the Lord and help develop young minds
for His kingdom. We promise an environment that
works hard to mold the character of students towards
the light of Jesus. We would love to have your family
at DEA! We would love for your family to schedule a
tour or to plan a shadowing experience.

I am proud of our Academy, and I am proud of all
the staff and families that encompass it! If you have
questions about David Emanuel Academy, please
reach out--- talking about DEA is one of my favorite
things to do!

Come see what makes DEA so special!

Haylee Free

Head of School
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e

BOARD OF DIRECTORS: (Seated L-R) Butch Frye, GW Johnson, Jr, Loy D. Cowart (Chair), Wade Johnson (CEO), Jerry Cadle
(Standing L-R) Clay Clark, Jim Mercer, Rob Bowen, Danny Olliff; Dal Durden

LOCALLY OWNED,
LOCAL DECISIONS,
YOUR LOCAL HOMETOWN BANK
SINCE 1935.

Convenient locations in Twin City, Swainsboro, Metter, and Millen

DURDEN

BANKING
COMPANY

111 North Railroad Ave.e Twin City * 478-763-2121
318 South Main St. ¢ Swainsboro ¢ 478-237-2121
900 South Lewis St. ® Metter ® 912-685-2265
815 Highway 25 North ¢ Millen ¢ 478-249-1221
www.durdenbc.com

/

Member

FDIC ===
LENDER

LEADERSHIP TEAM: Jim Cowart (Chief Operations Officer); Wade John-
son (Chief Executive Officer), Matt Donaldson (Chief Financial Officer)
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STAR students and STAR Teachers

Black, Campbell named STAR
student and teacher at DEA

Josie is the daughter of Joshua and Jes-
sica Black of Swainsboro and has been at-
tending DEA for five years. She is active
in varsity cheerleading, Beta Club and
WINGS and is a dual enrollment student.

During her time at DEA, Josie has re-
ceived a number of accolades. She was
named Most Spirited in varsity cheer-
leading for 2021-22 and 2023 and received
the AAA Award in cheerleading in 2021-
22. She had the Highest Academic Av-
erage in 10th Grade and is a member of
the SAT 1100 Point Club. She was named
Most Improved in cheer in 2020-21 and
has received the American Citizenship
Award, the President’s Award and Kind-
ness Award. An Honor Roll student, she
is also a class secretary.

Josie is also busy outside of school. She
attends and is an active member in the
youth group of Hillcrest Baptist Church,
“where I get to worship my Lord and
Savior Jesus Christ,” she said. She is also
on the Citizens Bank Student Adviso-
ry Board. In her spare time, she enjoys
spending time with friends and family,
reading, painting and playing the piano.

After graduation, she plans to attend
Southeastern Technical College for a ca-
reer in nursing and then further her ed-
ucation at Georgia Southern University.

Josie selected Donna Campbell as her
STAR Teacher for a number of reasons. “I
have learned so much in the five years she
has taught me,” Josie said. “She teaches
math in a way that is very effective while
giving the classroom a lighthearted at-
mosphere. She truly cares about her stu-

dents and will do everything she can to
help them succeed.

“Mrs. Campbell always is willing to go
out of her way to offer extra help before
and after school to anyone who needs it.
She doesn’t only teach us math but also
life lessons that I'll always value. I've en-
joyed my time as a student under her so
much and will always greatly appreciate
having her in my life.”

A math teacher at DEA for six years,
Campbell has been in education since
1986, teaching in Tattnall County one
year and Emanuel County for 29 years.
She also taught part-time at East Georgia
State College for 10 years. She teaches
8th-grade pre-algebra, Honors Algebra I,
Honors Geometry, geometry and pre-cal-
culus. This is her second year being se-
lected as STAR Teacher.

She has lived in Georgia for the past
50 years. She and her husband have two
married sons and four grandchildren.
She attends Hebron Primitive Baptist
Church and is a member and past pres-
ident of the Beta Beta Chapter of Delta
Kappa Gamma Honor Society for Wom-
en Educators and a member of the Geor-
gia Council of Teachers of Mathematics.

In her spare time she enjoys spending
time with family, quilting, cross stitching,
baking, reading, crocheting and travel-
ing.

“Teaching chose me at an early age,”
she said “I remember playing school at
home as a young child; I always helped
any classmate ‘figure out’ problems or
whatever topic they needed extra help in.
I guess that is why I encourage my stu-
dents to ‘help” each other, which could
be re-explaining a topic in his or her own
words or supervising the other student to
work out a problem.”

Campbell said her favorite part of
teaching is, “Watching my students un-
derstand the concepts that I have taught
them and then returning to tell me where
they finally used some concept in their
life because, as students, they could not
understand why they needed to learn
so many ‘things’ -- all those bright-eyed
smiling faces when the concept finally
clicked!”

Of her selection as STAR Teacher,
Campbell said it feels “incredible! Josie
Grace is the kind of student who makes
teaching easy! She asks questions when

she needs clarification. Josie Grace prac-
ticed her skills until she was satisfied
with her results, which always ended in
an ‘A.” She would ask for problems to
work as practice for quizzes or tests.

“Josie Grace is a highly-motivated
young lady. She accepted my challenge
of always do your best. I am so proud of
her efforts in learning mathematics. Josie
Grace has a facial expression that allows
me to know that what I stated or asked
needed clarification. She is the type of stu-
dent that will ask questions in class when
needed. She has become an independent
learner, which is what a teacher wants for
all his/her students to become.”

Jose-Lara, Reynolds named STAR
student and teacher at SHS

Ricardo Jose-Lara is a 17-year-old se-
nior at Swainsboro High School. He is the
only child of Anbertha Lara-Ortiz and Ri-
cardo Jose-Monjaraz. Ricardo plans to at-
tend college and after college graduation,
hopes to be able to support his parents. In
August, Richard plans to attend Georgia
Southern University to pursue a degree
in electrical engineering.

Ricardo has achieved Honor Roll ev-
ery semester since 9th grade. He has
also received multiple Highest Average
awards for multiple subjects, each year
of high school. Of those, he is most proud
of attaining the highest average in Hon-
ors American Literature and Advanced
Placement US History. Additionally, in
his AP US History he was able to achieve
college credit by passing AP exam with
a 4.0. Last year, Ricardo was recognized

as a UGA Certificate of Merit recipient.
(Continued on page 22)
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STAR students and STAR Teachers

and every task. He always remains hum-
ble; yet he consistently strives to do bet-
ter. He is certainly a “STAR” for Swains-
boro High School.

(From page 21)

“I have chosen Selena Reynolds as my
STAR teacher as she helped me in my ap-
plication to college which I would have
otherwise been clueless about. She is also
the teacher I feel the most comfortable
talking with.” stated Jose-Lara.

Selena Reynolds is a social studies
teacher at Swainsboro High School. A
graduate of Metter High School, Mrs.
Reynolds attended Brewton-Parker Col-
lege and earned her bachelor’s degree in
history education in 1996. After teach-
ing her first year at Portal High School,
Mrs. Reynolds came to Swainsboro High
School in 1997. She later earned her mas-
ter’s and educational specialist degrees in
secondary social science education from
Georgia Southern University. Through-
out her career, she has been named a
National Board Certified Teacher, earned
gifted endorsement, and received certifi-
cation to teach AP U.S. History. She was
named Swainsboro High School’s and
Emanuel County’s Teacher of the Year for
the 2006-2007 school term, and she was
selected as STAR Teacher for Swainsboro
High School and Emanuel County in
2021. She currently serves as the instruc-
tional coach for Swainsboro High School.
Mrs. Reynolds is also a member of Delta
Kappa Gamma, an international society
for women educators.

Being a classroom teacher allowed
Mrs. Reynolds to have the opportunity to
interact directly with students and devel-
op important relationships while sharing
her passion for history. Having the op-
portunity to teach Ricardo Jose-Lara and
be selected as his STAR Teacher is certain-
ly one of the highlights of Mrs. Reynolds’
career. She was not surprised to learn that
Ricardo was named STAR Student, but
that did not diminish her enthusiasm for
his great accomplishment. He has such
intellectual promise, and Mrs. Reynolds
is confident that he will go on to achieve
great things at Georgia Southern Univer-
sity. Although Ricardo can appear to be
quite reserved at first, he has much cre-
ative talent, and his quick wit make him
a joy to have in the classroom. He is just
as talented in reading and comprehend-
ing complex texts and writing powerful
essays as he is at solving complex math
problems. Ricardo thrives on challenge
and puts forth his best effort with each
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Sasser, Holmes named STAR student
and teacher at ECI

Will Sasser, son of Ron Sasser and Jessi-
ca Sumner, is a senior at Emanuel County
Institute.

Will has many outstanding academic
accomplishments during his high school
career. He was awarded highest average
honors in Honors Chemistry. Will is pres-
ident of ECI's Technology Student Asso-
ciation where he, along with his team-
mates, was awarded State Champion in
the On-Demand Video competition. He
has served as vice president and Public
Relations Chairman for Future Business
Leaders of America. Will has participat-
ed in many FBLA region and state com-
petitions earning awards for Business
Achievement Awards Capstone Comple-
tion and Sales Presentation.

He is a member of Senior Beta Club,
One-Act Play, 21st Century Leaders, Cit-
izens Bank Student Advisory Board, and
ECI's Student Council. He was voted
Most Intelligent by his senior classmates.
Will has also received the University of
Georgia’s Certificate of Merit.

Will has been enrolled in dual enroll-
ment since his sophomore year in high
school. While at East Georgia State Col-
lege, he received an invitation to join the
Phi Theta Kappa chapter of the National
Honor Society and the Bobcat L.E.A.D.
Society.

Will plans to attend the Georgia Insti-
tute of Technology to pursue a degree in
Architecture. He was afforded the op-
portunity of an internship with James W.
Buckley & Associates. This hands-on op-
portunity granted Will the ability to work
directly on the current updates that are
now underway at ECL. He has learned
many valuable skills that have benefited
him greatly and cemented his choice in a
future career.

Will has chosen Mrs. Dorene Holmes
as his STAR teacher. When thinking
about Miss Dorene, Will says, “I couldn’t
have done it without her.” Whether it’s to
help with a misunderstood math concept
or lending an ear for a teenage problem,
Miss Dorene is always there. Will went on
to say that, “Not only is she an excellent
teacher, but she has that amazing ability
to turn a student’s bad day into a good
one.” He will never forget the impact that
she has had on his high school career.

Mrs. Dorene Farnum-Holmes is a
mathematics teacher at Emanuel County
Institute. Mrs. Holmes is a 1990 graduate
of Pennsylvania State University earning
a degree in Health Policies and Admin-
istration. She is married to Mr. William
Holmes and has three children, Hally, PJ,
and L] Farnum.

Mrs. Holmes began her teaching ca-
reer as a substitute for Emanuel County
Schools. She was then hired as a parapro-
fessional and served in this capacity for
several years. An opening presented itself
and she was offered a job as a part-time
math teacher. With this opportunity, Mrs.
Holmes completed the Georgia TAPP
program to earn her teaching credentials.
Since then she has gone on to teach Alge-
bra 1 and 2, Geometry, SAT Prep, College
Readiness, and Pre-Calculus.

Mrs. Holmes was selected as ECI’s
Teacher of the Year for the 2016-2017
school year. She was also previously cho-
sen as STAR teacher in 2018 by Tiernan
Johnson.

Mrs. Holmes cannot think of any other
student who has personified the role of
STAR student as Will Sasser has. In her
opinion, Will Sasser is a motivated and
determined student. He is one who sets
a goal and will not stop working until it
is accomplished. Mrs. Holmes says, “Will
is an exceptional student who will thrive
with any given opportunity.”




and receive the eEdition

FREE!
QUEENSBOROUGH
Call our office today
692 South Main St., Swainsboro
478-289-9900
478.2 3 7 0997 1 F www.QNBTRUST.bank

COME SEE US FOR ALL YOUR AUTOMOTIVE NEEDS

- OIL CHANGES . BRAKES - AIR CONDITIONERS .
| . RADIATOR REPAIRS - SMALL ENGINE R REPAIRS i G

1:[ﬂhmuutn flﬁf&ﬂﬂmﬂ“i i "

'lls.a.ultlemmm’m.u.um"swumum 2
- ELECTRONIC IDI]A@N@SIIS 0 /A\ILI]@NIMIEN‘FS

JIRE 6 AG

538 E Main St/Hwy 80E, Swainsboro °* 478.419.1090

Emanuel County, The Place to Grow ¢ 23



THE LEGAGY OF
roomersers EAO] GEORGIA
SIATE COLLEGE

FOR NEARLY SEVEN DECADES,
East Georgia State College has
stood as a beacon of educational

opportunity and community growth. What began as a dream in 1956 has blossomed into a thriving institution that
continues to shape lives and elevate communities. In 1956, visionary leaders in Emanuel County and Swainsboro
recognized a profound need for a local college, setting in motion a determined campaign for higher education. Despite
initial hurdles, their relentless advocacy bore fruit when, in 1971, the Board of Regents of the University System of
Georgia approved the establishment of a new college. Thanks to a $2.1 million bond issue and a generous donation of
190 acres from Luck Flanders Gambrell, the doors of Emanuel County Junior College opened, marking the start of an
educational legacy.

A LEGACY OF ADAPTATION
AND GROWTH

As the educational landscape evolved, so
did the college. In 1987, responding to the
University System’s new naming standards,
Emanuel County Junior College became
East Georgia College. By 2012, the college
had achieved state college status, evolving
once more into East Georgia State College,
reflecting its broadened mission to include
baccalaureate degrees.

Today, East Georgia State College stands
proudly committed to its original mission—
providing accessible, high-quality education
that meets the needs of a diverse and
dynamic student body. Our dedication

to transforming lives through education
remains as strong as ever.
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! President George W. Walker, Speaker George L. Smith, I and
- | GROUNDBREAKING ' Chancellor George L. Simpson, Jr. [ L-R] view a model of Emanwel
County Junior College, now under construction.
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