
A special meeting of 
the Swainsboro City 
Council and Mayor was 
called to order Thursday 
evening, October 24, 
at 6 p.m. Following an 
invocation and pledge of 
allegiance, council con-
sidered two items under 
old business. The pro-
posed 2025 city budget 
was considered, and two 
related motions were 
passed: one motion for 
the advertisement and 
public comment peri-
od of the new budget 
and the second motion 
for advertisement of 
the public notice of the 
new millage rate for city 
taxes. The second issue 
under old business con-
cerned changes to the 
Alcohol Ordinance. No 
comments regarding the 
change were received 
from the council in the 

first hearing, and no 
action was taken. Under 
new business, coun-
cil approved the city 
administrator’s contract 
with a change made 
by motion to adjust 
the severance formu-
la for Administrator 
Middlebrooks. Council 
then considered agreeing 
to a plan proposed by 

the county, the state and 
FEMA to deal with the 
pick-up and removal of 
storm debris. This plan 
reportedly provides 75 % 
funding from FEMA, 12.5 
% funding by the State of 
Georgia and 12.5 % fund-
ing by Emanuel County 
to underwrite storm 
clean up along road-

The East Georgia 
State College (EGSC) 
Foundation is excited 
to host a Casino Night 
fundraising event for 
the second year in a row. 
The event will be held on 
Thursday, November 7 
at 6 p.m. at the Nordson 
Center located at 210 
West Moring Street in 
Swainsboro. The EGSC 
Foundation appreciates 
Nordson for being the 
venue sponsor of this 
year’s Casino Night! 

The event will feature 
casino games that guests 
can play for a chance 
to win various prizes. 
Tickets for the event are 
$50 and include play 
money for the casino 
games and food. A silent 
auction will also be held 
during the event.

Tickets can be pur-
chased by contact-
ing Harley Smith at 
hdsmith@ega.edu or by 

visiting the EGSC web-
site at ega.edu/events/
casino-night. Limited 

tickets will be available 
for purchase at the door 
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Emanuel County Recreation Department 
Wins GRPA Agency of the Year Award

Photo by Wanda Thompson Scarboro
BRYCE AND BUDDY

Happy Halloween!
Bryce Johnson, age 6, is the son of Chelsea and Jeremiah Johnson of Swainsboro, 

and attends Twin City Elementary. As you can see, Bryce and his dog Buddy, are 
ready for Halloween.

Trick-or-treating will be Thursday, October 31. Suggested hours are from 5 to 
8 p.m. Please observe all traffic, pedestrian and health and safety regulations if 
planning to participate in Halloween activities. Happy Halloween to all!

Citizens Bank opens new branch
The Citizens Bank of 

Swainsboro opened their 
new Drive-Thru Branch 
on Monday, October 28. 
The office is located on 
571 South Main Street, 
and many will remember 
it as the former Spivey 
State Bank Drive-Thru 
Branch. The branch 
office will offer extended 
banking hours and 24-
Hour ATM service with 
deposit capabilities.  
Hours of operation will 
be Monday - Friday 
9 a.m. to 5 p.m. and 
Saturday 9 a.m. to 12p.m.  
Beginning November 2, 
the new branch will be 
the exclusive location for 
Saturday banking. The 

downtown office will 
no longer offer Saturday 
banking.

“Our commercial and 
consumer customer base 
continues to grow,” said 
CEO Milton Gray. “This 
branch will allow us to 
offer extended hours and 
provide an additional 
location to make it 
more convenient for 
customers to bank with 
us. Establishing a drive-
thru branch on South 
Main Street has been in 
our strategic plan for the 
past few years, and we 
were fortunate to be able 
to acquire this popular 
location to serve our 
valued customers.”

Avery Williams will 
be the supervising 
teller for the new office 
with additional tellers 
supporting her as 
needed.  “Avery is one 
of our best and most 
experienced tellers.  She 
is excited and ready 
to provide prompt, 
professional, and quality 
banking services to our 
customers,” said Mr. 
Gray. “Our guiding 
principle has always 
been to provide quality, 
professional, and 
convenient banking 
services to our valued 
customers, and this new 
location will support 
these ideals.”

CEO MILTON GRAY PRESENTS KEYS TO SUPERVISING TELLER 
AVERY WILLIAMS WITH CHAIRMAN OF THE BOARD BILL SIMMONS, 

OPERATIONS MANAGER DANA KIRBY, AND EXECUTIVE 
VICE-PRESIDENT ZAC FRYE PRESENT

EGSC Foundation Casino Night returns

City Council holds special meeting

The Emanuel County 
Recreation Department 
has scored big! The Geor-
gia Recreation and Park 
Association’s 2024 Agen-
cy of the Year Award is 
now on display inside 
the Connie Kight Gym-
nasium, along with nu-
merous other trophies 
and honors.

Recreation leaders 
Jerry Lawson, Mitchell 
Hudson, and Deandra 

Coleman accepted the 
plaque Wednesday night 
at the District 1 Annu-
al Awards and Officer 
Installation Banquet in 
Springfield.

This achievement 
holds special significance 
as it’s the first year the 
recreation department 
has been managed sole-
ly by Emanuel County. 
The department previ-
ously won the award 

in 2002, 2009, 2016, and 
2022 when it was a joint 
venture with the City 
of Swainsboro, but this 
year’s win is a testament 
to the county’s ability to 
continue a recreational 
legacy of excellence on 
its own. 

The Agency of the Year 
award is judged across 
seven districts with rec-
reation departments 
(Continued on page 5A)
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The Forest-Blade

The Forest-Blade is pub-
lished weekly by Eman-
uel County Newspapers 
Inc., 416 W. Moring 
Street, Swainsboro, GA. 
$1.00 per copy, $38 per 
year in-county and $49 
per year out-of-county.
POSTMASTER: Send 
POD Form 3579 to 
Emanuel County News-
papers Inc., P.O. Box 938, 
Swainsboro, GA 30401.
Telephone 478.237.9971.
Periodical Postage paid 
at Swainsboro, GA 30401.
(USPS 204-840)

Don’t 
forget 

to 

TONEY GOLDEN, VERDELL BRINSON, MAYOR BENNETT, 
ELEASE TURNER AND LYNN TORRANCE

November 3 proclaimed Georgia 
Retired Educators Day

Governor Brian Kemp has issued a state proclamation declaring Sunday, 
November 3, as Retired Educators Day in Georgia. Members of the Emanuel 
Retired Educators Association recently accepted a similar proclamation signed 
by Swainsboro Mayor Greg Bennett. The annual celebration not only thanks 
former educators, but it also brings awareness to the work still being done by so 
many. Members of the local association remain steadfast in their interest in and 
efforts to promote and support education, as well as the welfare of children in 
Emanuel County. 

LIONS CLUB MEMBERS PREPARING FOR PANCAKE SUPPER

Twin City Lions Club pancake 
supper set for November 7

Twin City Lions Club will host their annual pancake supper Thursday, Novem-
ber 7 from 5 – 7 p.m. at the Lions Club Warehouse located at Highway 23 – Met-
ter Road. Eat in or take out. Tickets are $6 and can be purchased from any Lions 
Club member and at Durden Banking Company, Inc. in Twin City.

GUESTS ENJOYING A PREVIOUS PANCAKE SUPPER

Oak Chapel to hold Homecoming
The first Sunday in 

November is always 
a special time for Oak 
Chapel Baptist Church. 
It’s time for the annual 
homecoming service. 
This homecoming will be 
something to celebrate as 
we gather to give thanks 
for the restoration and 
updating of the sanctu-
ary and old social hall 
as well as for protection 
during the recent hurri-
cane. Homecoming activi-
ties will begin on Sunday, 
Nov. 3, at 10:00 with King’s 
Cross Quartet bring-
ing a program of special 
music. Following the wel-

come and brief history of 
Oak Chapel, Brother Jim 
Harrell, pastor of Nunez 
Baptist Church, will bring 
the homecoming mes-
sage. Following the morn-
ing message, King’s Cross 
will close out the service, 
and a covered dish lun-
cheon will be served in 
the church social hall. 

Pastor Harrell and his 
wife, Tammy, live in Twin 
City, with their daughter 
Zoie. They also have a 
son and daughter-in-
law, Russ and Destiny 
Harrell, and granddaugh-
ter Sarah Pate. A gradu-
ate of Swainsboro High 

School, East Georgia State 
College and of Georgia 
Southern College, Jim 
is Senior Vice President 
of the Citizens Bank of 
Swainsboro, where he 
has been employed for 
the last 26 years. He has 
served as pastor of Nunez 
Baptist Church since July 
of 2015.The special music 
will be brought by King’s 
Cross Quartet, a popular 
Southern Gospel group 
featuring local tenor 
vocalist, Kendall Hadden. 

Pastor Tommy Henry 
invites everyone to join in 
the homecoming service 
and stay for the luncheon.

KING’S CROSS QUARTET
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DR MCRAE CUTS RIBBON AS GUESTS LOOK ON

Emanuel Family Medical Clinic 
holds ribbon cutting

by AVERY BERRY
Emanuel Family Med-

ical Clinic ribbon-cutting 
was held on Thursday, 
October 22 at 11:30 a.m. 

Following the ribbon 
cutting, refreshments 
were served by Linda 
Jordan. All in attendance 
were invited to tour the 
updated facility, which 
includes new flooring in 
the patient lobby, new 
paint throughout the 
office, and updates to 
staff offices. Community 
members were also able 
to visit with the new pro-
vider, Dr. Sydney McRae. 

Emanuel Family Med-
ical Center, formerly 
known as Swainsboro 
Healthcare, is located at 
305 Kite Road. 

We are excited to wel-
come Emanuel Family 
Medical Clinic to our 

community and to the 
Emanuel Medical fami-
ly!

MLK Commemoration 
Community Choir 

to hold practice
Practices for the MLK Commemoration Community Choir will be 

Sunday, November 3 and Thursday, November 14 at 5 p.m. at St. James 
Baptist Church. All singers, (young and old), are welcome to join this in 
preparation for the MLK Commemoration Services 2025. For more infor-
mation, contact Matt Howard at 478.268.2406.
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Melissa “Lisa” Johnson 
Wheeler, 57

Ms. Melissa Johnson 
Wheeler, age 57, of 
Swainsboro, passed 
away peacefully on 
Saturday, October 26, 
2024, at PruittHealth 
Swainsboro. Family 
will receive friends 
Wednesday, October 
30, from 5 to 7 p.m. at 
Chapman Funeral Home.

Lisa was born 
September 26, 1967, in 
Swainsboro, to Carlton 
Allen Johnson and Mary 
Smith Johnson. She 
was a proud resident of 
Swainsboro. Lisa was a 
daughter, mother, sister 
and “NaNa”. She was 
such an outgoing person 
who loved music and 
dancing. Lisa enjoyed 
going to motorcycle ral-
lies and spending time 
with her family and 
friends. She was always 
the life of the party and 
was always smiling. Lisa 
was always independent, 
full of life, dependable, 
and had a personality 
that would light up the 
room. Ms. Wheeler was 

preceded in death by her 
father.

Ms. Wheeler is survived 
by her mother; Mary S. 
Johnson of Swainsboro; 
son, Remington Lamb; 
daughters, Tiffany Lamb 
and Amber Howell; 
brother, Allen Johnson, 
all of Swainsboro; grand-
children, Kelcie Morris, 
Dalton Morris, Chestlee 
Lamb, Emberlie Lamb, 
Walker Wade and 
MaryJane Scarboro; sev-
eral aunts, uncles, cous-
ins and many friends.

Chapman Funeral 
Home of Swainsboro 
is in charge of arrange-
ments.

WHEELER

Judy Hightower Kersey, 80
Mrs. Judy Hightower 

Kersey, age 80, of 
Adrian, passed away 
Sunday, October 20, 
2024, at her residence. 
Funeral service will be 
Wednesday, October 23, 
at 11 a.m. at Williams 
Chapel Baptist Church 
with Rev. Lamar Kersey 
officiating. Interment 
will follow in Williams 
Chapel Baptist Church 
Cemetery. Family 
received friends Tuesday, 
October 22, from 5 to 7 
p.m. at Chapman Funeral 
Home.

Pallbearers will be Rick 
Ragsdale, Ralph Logue, 
Wayne Kersey, Howie 
Kersey, Buck Mills, Matt 
Kersey, CJ Kersey, and 
Ethan Kersey.

Judy was born April 7, 
1944, in Dublin, to the late 
James Dillon Hightower 
Sr. and Frances Linger 
Hightower. She was 
a small but MIGHTY 
woman that loved 
her family and friends 
greatly. Judy worked 
many jobs throughout 
her 80 years, including 
Emanuel Medical Center 
and Movies To Go.

She was blessed with 
an amazing artistic abil-
ity to paint beautiful 
masterpieces that she 
loved to share with oth-
ers. Judy enjoyed cook-
ing and baking delicious 
food for her family and 
friends any chance she 
could. She enjoyed many 
trips to the mountains 
with her husband and 

friends over the years. 
Judy loved the lord 
and was a member of 
Williams Chapel Church. 
Mrs. Kersey is preceded 
in death by her parents; 
brothers, James Dillon 
Hightower Jr. of Wadley, 
AL and Johnny Bruce 
Hightower of Dublin.

Mrs. Kersey is sur-
vived by her husband 
of 51 years, Willard 
“Polie” Kersey, Jr.; 
daughter, Rebecca 
“Becky” Moore (John) 
of Adrian; sons, William 
Thomas “Tommy” Bell 
(Helen) of Kite and 
James Willard Kersey 
(Kim) of Swainsboro; 
brother, Jerry Edmond 
Hightower (Debbie) 
of Cochran; grand-
children, Ashley King 
(CJ), Jessica Shurling 
(Jonathan), Brittany Wren 
(Wesley), Dakota Kersey 
(Krystyna), Paige Ross 
(Will), Khloe Kersey, and 
Zoey Kersey; and ten 
great-grandchildren.

Chapman Funeral 
Home of Swainsboro 
is in charge of arrange-
ments.

KERSEY

Penny Lee Blalock, 63
Mrs. Penny Lee 

Blalock, age 63, passed 
away Tuesday, October 
22, 2024, at her residence. 
Funeral services were 
held Friday, October 25, 
at 2 p.m. in the Chan 
Stanley Memorial Chapel 
of Stanley Funeral Home 
and Crematory. Burial 
followed in Dublin 
Memorial Gardens with 
Pastor Joe Gabbard offi-
ciating. Family received 
friends Friday, October 
25, from 1 to 1:45 p.m. at 
the funeral home.

Pallbearers were Dylan 
Ward, Damon Ward, D.J. 
Lathan, William Brantley, 
Todd Evans and Gage 
Brantley.

Mrs. Blalock was born 
February 23, 1961, in 
Swainsboro, to the late 
Earl Hood and Elon 
Watts Grant. She was a 
former manager with 
Krispy Chic in Vidalia. 
Penny was a happy and 
fun-loving person who 
loved her family and 
loved spending time 
with her grandchildren. 
She loved to cook and 
enjoyed feeding people. 

Mrs. Blalock is preced-
ed in death by her par-
ents; and husband, Terry 
Harrison.

Mrs. Blalock is survived 
by her two sons, Michael 
Harrison (Sweets) and 
Shane Hairr (April); 
two daughters, Terri 
Lee Lathan (Daniel) and 
Delaine Evans (Todd); 
brother, Earl Hood, Jr. 
(Connie); grandchildren, 
Daylon Hairr, Devin 
Renfro, Damin Renfro, 
Dylan Ward, Damon 
Ward, Kylan Evans, D.J. 
Lathan and Jayla Lathan.

Stanley Funeral Home 
and Crematory/Dublin 
Chapel was charge of 
funeral arrangements.

BLALOCK

Charles Edwin Thompson, 93
Charles Edwin 

Thompson, age 93, of 
Edgewater, Florida, 
passed away Saturday, 
October 12, 2024, sur-
rounded by family. A 
Celebration of Life is 
planned for a later date.

Charles was born 
June 19, 1931, to 
James Leon and Sarah 
Cooper Thompson of 
Swainsboro. He grew 
up on the farm plowing 
fields with a mule. From 
that came a grow-
ing love of horses and 
eventually a love of rid-
ing quarter horses. For 
many years he enjoyed 
raising, training, and 
racing Standard Bred 
horses. It was never 
work for him and the 
thrill of the race never 
got old. Charles loved 
to name new foals after 
members of his fami-
ly and his family got a 
kick out of seeing their 
very own “namesake” 
horse. He enjoyed tak-
ing his grandchildren 
on trail rides and round-
ups, and they relished 
every minute of being 
“true cowboys and 
cowgirls.” The grand-
kids were given a child-
hood of imagination 
and adventure with the 
freedom to roam and 
play, and they are grate-
ful for that opportunity. 
Charles accomplished 
many things by just 
doing them and learn-
ing as he went. One 
of his very good vet-
erinarian friends often 
said that his working 
knowledge of horses 
was a great asset to him 
on calls. Charles was a 
kind and tenderheart-
ed person and would 

help those who needed 
it whenever he could. 
Mr. Thompson is pre-
ceded in death by his 
parents; siblings; and 
son, Samuel Richard 
Thompson.

Mr. Thompson is sur-
vived by his compan-
ion, Dawn Cerbone of 
Edgewater, Florida; chil-
dren, Leon Thompson, 
Joe Thompson (Mary) 
both of Canoochee, Rita 
Warnock (Jonathan) 
of Soperton, Ralph 
Thompson and Martha 
Walker (Wiley) both 
of Swainsboro; sis-
ter, Joyce T. Salter of 
Waynesboro; sister-in-
law, Jean Thompson 
of Statesboro; “Pa-
Pa” to 14 grandchil-
dren, 16 great-grand-
children, and one 
g r e a t - g r e a t - g r a n d -
daughter expected soon; 
“Uncle Charles” to all 
his nieces and nephews; 
and “Charlie” to a host 
of lifetime friends.

Should family or 
friends desire, a dona-
tion may be made in 
memory of Charles to: 
The Reubin Thompson 
Memorial Foundation, 
c/o Clarke Johnson, 
166 Pinewood Drive, 
Vidalia, GA  30474.

Chapman Funeral 
Home is in charge of 
arrangements.

THOMPSON
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Emanuel County Recreation...
competing in one of 
five population cate-
gories. Emanuel Coun-
ty, part of District 1, 
competed in the 20,00 
to 50,000 population 
bracket, beating out 
several other recreation 
powerhouses like Mc-
Duffie, Toombs, and 
Effingham to earn the 
2024 title. Departments 
are evaluated on sev-
eral criteria, including 
new and innovative 
programs, major ac-
complishments, staff 
development, budget 
management, facility 
improvements, and so-
cial media engagement.

According to Coun-
ty Administrator Guy 
Singletary, the depart-
ment’s achievements 
start with the strength 
of its team.

“It all begins with 
getting the right people 
in the right place, and 
that’s exactly what the 
county has done since 
we acquired the rec,” 
Guy said. “By build-
ing a team that’s both 
passionate and expe-
rienced, we’ve been 
able to expand our pro-
grams and engage more 
of our community.”

Jerry was promoted to 
recreation director last 
December and led the 
department flawlessly 
through its transition 
to a fully county oper-
ation, Mitchell joined 
the team as assistant 
recreation director in 
January, and longtime 
recreation department 
employee Deandra was 
bumped up to athletic 
coordinator.

Additionally, to sup-
port its growing roster 
of programs, the de-
partment also created 
a new position of Pro-
gram Coordinator. Eric 
Weber was hired in 
February and has spent 
the last 8 months work-
ing with his fellow rec 
staff to initiate camps, 
clinics, classes, and 
one-day events and co-
ordinating instructors.

Lastly on the staff-
ing front: recreation 
leaders expanded the 
team of maintenance 
technicians, adding 
an additional position 
to ensure all facilities 
are maintained to high 
standards and serviced 
in a timely manner.

Jerry, who has been 
part of several differ-
ent recreation staffs 
throughout his career, 
says this group is top-

notch.
“We’ve got a lot of 

sports experience on 
staff—and they’re not 
just knowledgeable in 
their fields but, more 
importantly, they’re 
also passionate about 
what they do. Every-
body brings their own 
strengths, and it shows 
in the work we’re do-
ing. There’s a genuine 
love for the job here; 
everyone shows up ex-
cited to be part of this 
every day. Our round-
table meetings are al-
ways lively and full of 
ideas, and we all work 
hard as a unit to make 
them reality. To that 
end, I’m thankful the 
county encourages us 
and gives us creative 
freedom to reimagine 
what our recreation de-
partment could be. We 
wouldn’t be here with-
out the commissioners’ 
support or the public’s 
participation.”

In addition to staff-
ing, several other fac-
tors contributed to the 
Emanuel County Rec-
reation Department’s 
newest honor.

Chief among them 
was the department’s 
emphasis on ageless 
and passive recreation.

“When the county 
took over the recreation 
department, the com-
missioners knew it was 
an opportunity to ex-
pand what we offered 
and build something 
that truly reflected the 
needs of our entire 
community,” Guy said. 
“We knew we wanted 
to mold our rec depart-
ment beyond the tra-
ditional youth leagues. 
We’ve done that, and I 
believe it’s a huge rea-
son why we received 
this award.”

Over the past year, the 
department launched 
a variety of new pro-
grams designed to 
engage residents of 
all ages and interests. 
From interactive game 
nights featuring board 
games and Uno tour-
naments to lively line 
dancing sessions and 
a d re n a l i n e - p a c k e d 
Nerf wars, there’s truly 
something for every-
one. Puzzle enthusiasts 
have enjoyed the chal-
lenge of puzzle-paloo-
zas, chess matches have 
drawn competitors 
from across the com-
munity, and evening 
group walking sessions 
have appealed to fami-
lies (including seniors).

District 2 Commis-
sioner Ricky Thompson 
has an honest appreci-
ation for the new and 
improved direction.

“As someone who 
works with older 
adults, I understand 
how essential it is for 
a community to of-
fer activities that wel-
come everyone, young 
and old. The Emanuel 
County Recreation De-
partment has created 
a place that allow all 
generations to engage 
in fun activities. That is 
so important as we get 
older—staying active. 
The Agency of the Year 
award reflects a com-
mitment to inclusivity, 
ensuring every resi-
dent, no matter their 
age, has the chance to 
be part of our commu-
nity’s recreational life, 
and I, for one, am really 
proud of that.”

District 1 Commis-
sioner Kawame Cole-
man joined the board 
while many of these 
changes were already 
in the works, but he 
says he’s proud to be 
along for the ride.

“Seeing these accom-
plishments come to 
life has been great. As 
a longtime coach and 
referee and as a father, 
I’ve seen firsthand how 
impactful recreation 
can be, and Emanu-
el County has created 
something really spe-
cial here. I feel confi-
dent in saying we’re 
offering programs on 
par with those in much 
larger areas, showing 
that size doesn’t limit 
our potential. In fact, 
our team’s out-of-the-
box thinking and hard 
work have allowed us 
to outshine even simi-
lar-sized departments, 
proving that, when it 
comes to providing 
unique, high-quality 
recreation, we’re play-
ing on the same field as 
the best, and I’m proud 
to be part of it.”

The rec department 
implemented all of 
these new additions 
while maintaining a 
rigorous slate of youth 
sports. Wrestling, flag 
football, tackle football, 
dance and tumbling 
classes, kickball, and 
pickleball were intro-
duced to the lineup, 
joining tee ball, base-
ball, softball, soccer, 
basketball, and track 
and field, all of which 
continue to compete at 
high levels. In fact, three 

of Emanuel County’s 
softball teams brought 
home state champion-
ships this season.

District 5 Commis-
sioner Timmy Oliver 
sees those leagues as a 
critical piece of founda-
tion for young athletes.

“The work the Eman-
uel County Rec Depart-
ment does is impera-
tive. It’s the first place a 
lot of our children have 
to be part of a team, 
learn the fundamentals 
of a particular sport, 
learn dedication and 
selflessness and how to 
react to outcomes. It’s 
where most of our kids 
develop skills and con-
fidence they carry with 
them into school sports 
and beyond. This hon-
or is a win for the 
whole community, but 
especially for the next 
generation of Emanu-
el County athletes and 
leaders. I don’t think 
GRPA could’ve picked 
a better agency to give 
this award to.”

The department 
also made significant 
strides in facility im-
provements across the 
Billy C. Carmichael 
Recreation Complex 
this year, enhancing ac-
cessibility, safety, and 
functionality for com-
munity use.

At the Woody Nas-
worthy Baseball Com-
plex, new bathrooms 
and updated score-
boards have improved 
the experience for both 
players and spectators. 
Additionally, the bat-
ting cages at the base-
ball fields were cov-
ered and lighted and 
new turf was installed, 
which has been a huge 
hit.

The Ronnie Wom-
ack Softball Complex 
received multiple up-
grades as well, includ-
ing: a newly converted 
batting cage from the 
old cookshed, a relocat-
ed play area with fresh 
mulch and a sturdy 
PVC-pipe perimeter for 
safety, a new horseshoe 
arena, and new signage 
at the entrance to honor 
the latest state champi-
ons.

Inside the Connie 
Kight Gymnasium, a 
new trophy room now 
showcases the depart-
ment’s accomplish-
ments while new pho-
tos in the lobby honor 
recent state champions. 
Additionally, the gym 
now features pickle-
ball courts, meeting the 

growing interest in this 
sport within the com-
munity.

These various im-
provements have creat-
ed more inviting, acces-
sible, and safe spaces 
for all residents to en-
joy, but they required 
careful budgeting and 
the prioritization of 
long-term value. Dis-
trict 4 Commissioner 
and this year’s vice 
chair Jim Sherrod says 
that’s an investment for 
which he gladly votes 
“yea.”

“Recreation to me is 
more than programs 
and facilities; it’s about 
creating value for the 
entire community. Rec-
reational opportunities 
are chance for folks to 
get out of the house and 
spend time with one an-
other. When we do that, 
we build community 
pride and ultimately 
make Emanuel Coun-
ty a more attractive 
place to live and visit, 
which strengthens our 
tax base. This award 
reflects that balance of 
providing for today 
while also thinking 
ahead for tomorrow, 
ensuring our resources 
are well-spent and our 
community continues 
to grow in a financially 
responsible way.”

Even with the right 
team, diverse pro-
grams, and upgraded 
facilities, engagement 
hinges on accessibil-
ity and outreach. To 
address this, the rec-
reation department 
leaned into the 21st 
Century and integrated 
digital tools, stream-
lining registration and 
enhancing communi-
cation to better connect 
with the community.

The department’s 
adoption of RecDesk 
has been a game-chang-
er for registration and 
scheduling. This us-
er-friendly platform 
has simplified the sign-
up process for users, 
allowing them to reg-
ister for activities, view 
schedules, and make 
payments with ease—
all from one free central 
online hub.

In addition to Rec-
Desk, the depart-
ment has relied on its 
Facebook following 
to increase communi-
ty engagement. Staff 
members routinely 
post rosters, promote 
upcoming events, and 
share accomplish-
ments, strategically im-

proving the Emanuel 
County Recreation De-
partment’s relationship 
with the community it 
serves.

As a result, participa-
tion rose 3.5 percent in 
2024—and the efforts 
that prompted the in-
crease have not gone 
unnoticed.

“Emanuel County 
has truly had an excep-
tional year from start 
to finish,” said GRPA 
District 1 Commission-
er Trevor Welch. “The 
team there has been a 
pleasure to work with. 
They’re committed 
professionals who con-
sistently go above and 
beyond. Even as they 
expand their staff, they 
remain fully focused on 
delivering outstanding 
recreational opportuni-
ties for their residents.

2024 Chairman Hugh 
Foskey has been Dis-
trict 3’s commissioner 
for 20 years, so he’s had 
a front row seat to the 
rec’s evolution.

“This year’s award 
shows just how far 
we’ve come. As I pre-
pare to leave office, I’m 
proud to leave behind 
a department that’s 
stronger than ever, 
ready to continue pro-
viding for our residents 
for years to come.”

Looking ahead, the 
Emanuel County Rec-
reation Department has 
big plans to keep the 
momentum going. The 
team is actively explor-
ing new program of-
ferings and expanding 
youth sports leagues. 
Plus, the county in-
tends to continue work-
ing on the gym and the 
softball complex at the 
Billy C. Carmichael 
Recreation Complex. 
The crown jewel of 
this effort will be the 
construction of a new 
Olympic-size swim-
ming pool, which will 
give Emanuel County 
its first public pool in 40 
years. All three of these 
projects are thanks to $6 
million in state grants. 

With these exciting 
developments, the 
Emanuel County Rec-
reation Department is 
poised to remain The 
Place to Play and a 
leader in its field, deliv-
ering opportunities and 
experiences that enrich 
lives.

For the latest from the 
rec department, follow 
them on Facebook or 
visit www.emanuel-
co-ga.gov/289/Recre-
ation-Department.

(From front page)

before the event. Attire 
for the event is busi-
ness casual.

All money raised from 
the event will benefit 
the EGSC Foundation. 
The mission of the 
EGSC Foundation is 
to help transform and 
enhance the lives of 
EGSC’s diverse stu-
dent population by 
providing educational 
opportunities, finan-
cial support, and advo-

cacy for students. By 
generating, processing 
and allocating gifts, the 
Foundation supports 
efforts that enhance the 
quality of programs 
by funding scholar-
ships, new academic 
initiatives, technology, 
endowments, facul-
ty/staff development, 
athletic programs, and 
capital projects.

The  EGSC 
Foundation is a 501(c)3 
non-profit organiza-

tion dedicated to pro-
moting the cause of 
higher education in 
the area through the 
development of the 
college. Since 1973 the 
EGSC Foundation has 
helped to make the 
future a bright one for 
hundreds of academi-
cally talented students. 
Attracting and retain-
ing high quality stu-
dents through a strong 
scholarship program 
has always been one 

of the priorities for the 
EGSC Foundation.

East Georgia State 
College would like to 
thank the many spon-
sors of the event and

everyone who has 
donated to the silent 
auction. If you are 
interested in donating 
to the

silent auction, please 
email Harley Smith 
at hdsmith@ega.edu. 
We hope to see you 
November 7!

EGSC Foundation Casino...
(From front page)

ways. There is no 
financial participa-
tion by the City of 
Swainsboro. The 
Police Department of 
Swainsboro is current-
ly seeking to fill sev-

eral vacant positions 
and council voted to 
hire Steven Davis as 
a certified patrol offi-
cer. Next, council con-
sidered the contract for 
water/wastewater and 
public works. A motion 

was made to re-con-
tract with ClearWater 
Solutions for another 
12 months at the same 
amount as this year 
and agreed to by a vote 
of 4 to 1. The final issue 
before council con-

cerned rental of a front 
loader for storm clean-
up. Council agreed to 
the rental which has 
been on-going since 
Hurricane Helene and 
authorized limited 
continuation.

City Council holds...
(From front page)
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Celebrating our...

105 East Street
Swainsboro

FREE photos with Santa Sunday, November 10th from 1:30 - 3:30 

1:30 - 3:30 

478.237.3008

Saturday, November 9th  • 3-7 p.m.
Window Reveal - 6 p.m.

Sunday, November 10th • 1-4 p.m.
Door Prizes

Snow 
Machine
for the 
kids!

Discounts
Refreshments
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In the 1950’s, Jim’s grandfather, John R. Roberts and his business partner established  
Roberts Cruce Tractor Company in Swainsboro. 50 years later, after getting a degree at 
UGA, Jim established Southern Traditions in the same building in September of 2000.
In 2001, a crucial element to the  ower shop was added - Kelli Powell. In 2013, Jim 
purchased the building from the Roberts estate.  Also that same year, Southern
 Traditions was honored as the Small Business of the Year.   is building has been 

through many renovations and modiications through the years.
In 2019-2020 and in 2023, Jim got the honor of helping with decorating the White In 2019-2020 and in 2023, Jim got the honor of helping with decorating the White 
House in Washington, D.C., and in 2022, decorating the Blair House in D.C.
In 2022, Jim branched out with a subsidiary company of Jim Roberts Designs.

And now we celebrate 
25 years of Open House!
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As we all know, the 
spookiest time of the year 
is almost upon us. Before 
you know it, terrifying 
creatures of frightful 
description will be on 
the streets, knocking on 
doors, and flying across 
the land under the lus-
ter of a full moon. This 
year, however, the blood 
curdling screams and 
unearthly howls will not 
be coming from witches 
or demons, but instead 
from a far more terrifying 
spectacle; the ghoulish 
presidential candidates 
on CNN or Fox every 
night. Yes, the chilling 
sight of supernatural 
apparitions and night-
marish monsters who 
show up at your front 
door looking for candy 
cannot hold a candle 
to the hair-raising hor-

ror of the Democrat and 
Republican nominees 
looking for your vote. So, 
as a tribute to trick or 
treat which is an activity 
much more wholesome 
than politics, we would 
like to offer a review of 
the more popular cos-
tumes for Halloween, 
2024. First of all, there is  
the “Kamala, now you see 
me, now you don’t” cos-
tume. It is, of course, a 
rumpled, distressed look, 
stylish brown pants suit 
that regularly morphs 
into something total-
ly different, sort of like 
her  campaign policy 
positions. It also comes 
with a special feature 
that allows the wearer 
to completely disappear 
into thin air when they 
hear the words “Southern 
border”. Additionally, 

this costume is equipped 
with a mini teleprompt-
er, a CD of the greatest 
“word salad” hits, and 
instructions on how to 
salute members of the 
military when you are 
leaving or arriving on 
Air Force 1 or 2. The next 
costume we feature is 
the “Donald”. Naturally, 
this costume comes with 
the iconic red tie com-
plete with authentic food 
stains from McDonalds 
or Burger King. The coat 
pockets are especially 
large to accommodate 
subpoenas and sum-
mons, as well as classi-
fied documents from var-
ious bathrooms at Mar 
a Largo. This popular 
costume also includes 
the very desirable Trump 
Gold Sneakers, and the 
Trump-Time Gold wrist-

watch all of which are 
collector’s items because 
nobody ever bought 
any. A special feature of 
this costume is a fact-
check sensor that was 
donated by ABC news 
and causes the blond 
Donald wig to fly off 
the wearer’s head any-
time someone says, “The 
border is secure”. Both 
of these costumes have 
been selling quite well 
with the “Kamala” com-
ing in at 55 percent favor-
ability and the “Donald” 
at 55 percent favorabil-
ity which means there 
might be a problem with 
election results on the 
evening of November 
5. New voters in Mexico, 
China, and Cuba who are 
planning on crossing the 
border in time to vote 
really need to get out 

there and purchase the 
new 

“Alejandro Mayorkas, 
Come on Over Ya’ll” cos-
tume. It features a cer-
tified voter registration 
card accepted at all drug 
cartel crossing points 
and a solar powered 
ATM card good in all 50 
states, with unlimited 
use, and no expiration 
date. Well, there’s the 
rundown on some of the 
more popular Halloween 
costumes this year. There 
are many more, such 
as the Congresswoman 
Marjorie Taylor Green 

costume kit which 
includes a Climate Gun, 
and the MSNBC costume 
which is a plain brown 
bag with no cutouts for 
seeing, hearing or speak-
ing that is suitable for 
anyone who is just real-
ly ashamed of them-
selves. Sadly, the Nancy 
Pelosi “Wicked Witch of 
the West” costume will 
not be available this year 
because it was just too 
frightening for pets or 
babies or NFL linemen to 
look at. It has, however, 
been shipped to Ukraine 
to assist in the war effort.

One of the names that 
comes up in the controver-
sy regarding the possible 
permitting by the Georgia 
Environmental Protection 
Division to allow mining 
for titanium dioxide on Trail 
Ridge at the edge of the 
Okefenokee by Alabama-

based Twin Pines Minerals 
is attorney Joe Hopkins 
of Charlton County. 
To the environmental 
groups fighting the permit-
ting process, Hopkins, pres-
ident and CEO of Toledo 
Manufacturing Company, 
is a political power respon-

sible for the deafening 
silence coming out of Gov. 
Brian Kemp’s office as well 
as the EPD and assorted 
members of the Legislature. 
They have it wrong, 
Hopkins told me by phone. 
He had gotten in touch with 
me to correct what he con-

sidered misstatements on 
my part in an earlier col-
umn on the Okefenokee. I 
had called him the owner 
of Toledo Manufacturing. 
Not so. He is president 
along with other shareown-
ers he chose not to iden-
tify and calls it a “small 
privately held company.” 
He also took issue with my 
referring to him as a “tim-
ber baron.” We might have 
to quibble over that one. 
Toledo owns tens of thou-
sands of acres of land in the 
county, including a 30,000-
acre tract directly north 
of Twin Pines’ property. 
Hopkins wanted to set 
the record straight about 
his perceived role in the 
Okefenokee dispute. To 
him, it is all about the 
Fifth Amendment of the 
U.S. Constitution, which 
protects private proper-
ty rights. “My position is 
based on my support of 
the U.S. Constitution and 
the guarantees protected. 
Statutorily banning min-
ing over a certain geo-
graphic area eliminates 
due process of law and 
terminates a private prop-
erty right that landowners 
currently have,” he says. 
Testifying against The 
Okefenokee Protection Act 
in March 2023, which would 
have prohibited future 
mining on Trail Ridge, 
Hopkins said the permit-
ting process couldn’t be 
bypassed without infring-
ing on property rights. “The 
Fifth Amendment to the 
Constitution provides that 
no person shall be deprived 
of life, liberty or proper-
ty without due process of 
law,” he said. “That’s what 
your EPD does. Make your 
case for seeking a permit. 
You may lose but you have 
had your due process of law. 
If we pass this bill, that goes 
away.” The bill did not pass. 
He says he has no inter-

est in Twin Pines or their 
efforts. Interestingly, he 
does say that if chemical 
giant Chemours, which is 
rumored to be buying Twin 
Pines, were involved, “I 
have met with Chemours in 
the past, but I have no agree-
ment with them to mine. If 
it is determined by study-
ing past and current min-
ing operations up, down 
and near Trail Ridge that 
mining the Toledo depos-
it would have no adverse 
effect on the swamp, they 
would certainly be my com-
pany of choice to do the 
mining due their long his-
tory of successfully mining 
heavy minerals in our area.” 
Hopkins says mining has 
been conducted up and 
down Trail Ridge for close to 
70 years. “Why don’t we all 
pause, do a three-year study 
to determine what effects 
mining has had on water 
tables on Trail Ridge and 
then make a decision based 
on scientific evidence?” he 
says. “A moratorium on 
any future permits could 
be enacted until the results 
are in. All parties could 
provide their own experts 
to monitor the research 
to satisfy themselves that 
the results are accurate.” 
As for Twin Pines’ applica-
tion seeking to withdraw 
more than 1.4 million gallon 
daily in its mining oper-
ation, Hopkins offers this 
perspective: “Pumping 1.4 
million gallons of water per 
day over a 365-day period 
equals 511 million gallons a 
year,” he says. “One inch of 
rain over 400,000 acres (the 
Okefenokee swamp) equals 
10,861,718,271 gallons of 
water. 511,000,000 divided 

by 10,861,718,271 equals a 
little less than 5% or 1/20th 
of an inch or rainfall over the 
swamp.” The Okefenokee 
gets roughly 50 inches of 
precipitation annually. 
Citing the number of man-
made canals and ditches 
(canoe trails) that already 
exist in the swamp and drain 
water from the Okefenokee, 
Hopkins says he would be 
glad to sit down with a 
hydrologist and have them 
explain to him how the 
water drawn out of a well 
would adversely affect the 
water levels in the swamp. 
Another solution for those 
opposing mining in the 
Okefenokee, according 
to Hopkins, would be for 
them to purchase the tita-
nium from the landowners 
that are in the area that 
they wish to ban from min-
ing. “That would perma-
nently resolve this issue, 
”he says, “and would be 
a win/win situation. The 
swamp would be saved 
by those who think it will 
be harmed; the landown-
er will be compensated for 
the mineral, and everyone 
can go home satisfied.” 
I have given Mr. Hopkins 
the opportunity to offer his 
position on the proposed 
project as I have opponents. 
Whether you agree or dis-
agree with him is for you 
to decide. I did mention 
to him in our conversa-
tions that the final judge 
will be the Court of Public 
Opinion. And that’s you. 
You can reach Dick 
Yarbrough at dick@dickyar-
brough.com or at P.O. Box 
725373, Atlanta, Georgia 
31139.

Do you remember 
when Trick or Treat 
was not a tradition of 
Halloween? I do, but I 
do not know the origin 
or meaning for October 
31 as Halloween. I do 
know it is celebrated 
and enjoyed each year. 
Back in my era of the 
“Fabulous Fifties,” my 
observance started by 
going to Darlings or 
United and buying a 

mask which we called 
a “false face.” That was 
the limit of store-bought 
costumes. Any costumes 
were homemade and 
most seen were ghosts 
made from an old bed 
sheet. Our Halloween 
early evening started by 
gathering with a group 
of friends and going out 
tricking. This was not 
malicious just playful. 
Actives were such as 

turning over porch fur-
niture, soaping car win-
dows or hiding porch 
plants behind bushes. 
Does this sound like fun? 
A carnival was started 
in SHS gym by senior 
class and that became 
our Halloween cele-
bration. These new tra-
ditions were more fun. 
There was always bob-
bing for apples, fortune 
telling, and a spooky 

dark room filled with 
goolies and ghostiest, long 
legged beasties and things 
that go bump in the night. 
Candy apples, popcorn 
balls, hot dogs with 
slaw, and hot chocolate 
with a marshmallow 
on top were treats. The 
highlight of the eve-
ning was crowning the 
SHS Halloween Queen. 
Homerooms selected 
their queen. The honor 

of SHS Queen was won 
by total of coins donated 
into a quart jar. Often this 
was won by a jar con-
taining a $5 donated by 
a father or grandfather. 
This was all safe and sane 

fun and a great dona-
tion towards the Senior 
class trip to Washington. 
That was Halloween cel-
ebrated in the “Fabulous 
Fifties.” Write to Shirley 
at sptwiss@gmail.com.
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Timber owner says Okefenokee mining ban would violate Constitution



b y  R O N 
WEATHERFORD

The ECI Lady Dawg 
softball team will be 
packing their bags next 
week for another trip 
to the Elite 8 round of 
the state playoffs in 
Columbus. If should be 
familiar surroundings 
for the Dawgs. This 
marks the eighth time 
in the last 10 years 
the Lady Dawgs have 
made the trip to West 
Georgia.

These seniors on the 
Lady Dawgs team have 
packed their bags for a 
trip to Columbus and 
the Elite 8 round all 
four years of their high 
school careers. They 
advanced to the Elite 
8 round last week by 
sweeping the number 
2 seed from region 7, 
the Trion Bulldogs. 
ECI shut out Trion 
in the first game 12-0 
and ended the best of 
3 series in the second 
game 15-2.

To say the Lady 
Dawgs have been 
cooking in the first two 
rounds would be an 
understatement. They 
have outscored their 
first two opponents, 
Telfair Co. and Trion, 
52-3. As the cliché 
goes, the competition 
only gets stronger from 
now on, as there are 
no average teams that 

make the Elite 8.
After a scoreless first 

inning in the opening 
game against Trion, 
the Bulldogs put the 
scoreboard operator to 
work, posting 7 runs 
in the second inning. 
They added 3 more in 
the third inning to lead 
10-0.  The Lady Dawgs 
closed out the game 
in the fourth inning 
putting 2 more on the 
board to run rule the 
Bulldogs from North 
Georgia, 12-0. The 
Lady Dawgs pelted 14 
hits during the open-
ing game. Getting 
multiple hits during 
the game were Senaria 
Hillman 3, with 2 dou-
bles, Dot Russell 2, 
with a double, Lola 
Walden, and Kayanna 
Thompson 2 hits each, 
and Jayna Kearson, 2 
hits with a triple. Mary 
Katherine Durden toed 
the rubber for the four 
innings, giving up just 
2 hits while striking 
out 7 Trion batters.

Playing as the vis-
iting team in the sec-
ond game of the dou-
ble header, the Lady 
Dawgs took an early 
3-0 lead in the top of 
the first inning. Trion 
scored their only runs 
of the series in the 
bottom of the first, 
wth ECI still leading 
3-2. The Lady Dawgs 

scored 4 runs each in 
the second, third and 
fourth innings, for 
another run rule 4 
inning game, defeating 
Trion 15-2. The teams’ 
bats got a workout, 
getting 17 hits in the 
second game, with 7 
Lady Dawgs getting 
multiple hits.

Ending the game 
with 3 hits along 
with 3 RBI each were 
Kayanna Thompson 
and Senaria Hillman. 
Getting 2 hits against 
Trion pitching were 
Jayna Kearson, Kinley 
Grimes, Dot Russell, 
Lola Walden, and 
Abbey Marsh. Mary 
Katherine Durden once 
again stood in the cir-
cle allowing just 3 hits, 
0 walks, striking out 
eight. 

The Bulldogs will face 
Irwin Co. at 11 a.m. on 
Wednesday, October 
30, in their first game. 
The Bulldogs play out 
of region 3 in Class A 
division 2. Along with 
ECI, two other teams 
from Region 3 also 
advanced. Number 
2 seed from region 3, 
Metter will play one 
of the Lady Dawgs’ 
ole foes in Columbus, 
Lanier Co. and Screven 
Co. also advanced to 
Elite 8 and will face 
GMC.
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571 South Main Street - Swainsboro

NOW OPEN
THE CITIZENS BANK OF SWAINSBORO

SOUTH MAIN DRIVE-THRU BRANCH

24 HOUR ATM WITH DEPOSIT ACCESS

121 North Main Street • Swainsboro 
• 478.237.7001

571 South Main Street • Swainsboro 
• 478.237.7001

1210 Hillcrest Parkway • Dublin 
• 478.272.7775

101 West Jackson Street, Suite B • Dublin 101 West Jackson Street, Suite B • Dublin 
• 478.272.7775

1101 Brampton Avenue • Statesboro 
• 912.623.2500

571 South Main Street - Swainsboro
MONDAY - FRIDAY 9 AM - 5 PM • SATURDAY 9 AM - 12 PM

Back to Columbus for Lady Dawgs

EIGHT TRIPS TO COLUMBUS AND ELITE 8 ROUND OF STATE 
PLAYOFFS FOR LADY DAWGS

Tarver selected as 
Daughters of the 

American Revolution 
Good Citizen

Bryson Tarver has been selected as the Daughters 
of the American Revolution (DAR) Good Citizen 
for SHS. This award recognizes and rewards 
high school seniors who possess the qualities of 
dependability, service, leadership, and patriotism 
in their homes, schools, and communities. Tarver 
was selected by his teachers and peers because 
he demonstrates these qualities to an outstanding 
degree. He will now move on to the scholarship 
portion of the program by writing a personal state-
ment and essay. Scholarships are awarded to essay 
winners at the chapter, state, division, and national 
levels.

TARVER



2B The Forest-Blade • www.EmanuelCountyLive.com • Swainsboro, Georgia • October 30, 2024

THEIR FUTURE
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T A K E  A  C H A N C E  O N

Eagles soar past Matadors in Homecoming game
by ASHLEI BOATRIGHT
After a rough three weeks, David Emanuel Academy brought some dynamite into Friday night’s game 

against Memorial Day. The Eagles soared right by the Matadors to the tune of 44-12 on Friday, October 25th. 
Considering the Eagles have won three contests by more than 30 points this season, Friday’s blowout was 
nothing new. Clayton Hood continued his habit of posting crazy stat lines, rushing for 156 yards and four 
touchdowns on only 11 carries, while also picking up 44 receiving yards and a touchdown. With that strong 
performance, he is now averaging an impressive 100.5 rushing yards per game. Sailor Powell also helped 
with two touchdowns in total. David Emanuel Academy wouldn’t let Memorial Day keep a hold of the 
ball as they managed to force three fumbles. The Eagles can thank Tucker Free and Jace Farmer for forcing 
all of them. Friday’s victory snapped David Emanuel Academy’s losing streak at three games and leaves 
them with a 3-4 record. Friday’s game was Homecoming for the Eagles. After the hurricane caused DEA to 
reschedule games, HOCO festivities were postponed. The Eagles enjoyed a day full of festivities including 
a parade, banner competition, and pep rally. David Emanuel crowned their Homecoming King and Queen 
on Friday as well. 

Congratulations to Clayton Hood and Kyli Bell! Players of the week for David Emanuel - Offensive Player of 
the Game: Offensive Line - Jaxson Wiggins, Jonah Boatright, Brody Fleming and Mason Williams with 347 To-
tal Yards, 7 Touchdowns, 0 Sacks; Defensive Player of the Game: Tucker Free: 6 Tackles, 1 TFL, 1 Sack, 2 Caused 
Fumbles; Special Teams Player of the Game: Bryan Beasley: 2 Tackles, 1 Blocked Punt; Practice Player of the Week: 
Nolan Powell; Ware’s BBQ, MVP: Clayton Hood: 156 Rushing Yards, 4 TDs, 44 Receiving Yards, 10 Tackles, 2 
TFLs, 1.5 Sacks; Cheerleader of the Week was Addalyn Terwilliger and Cheerleader of the Game was Lyla Martin. 
These girls work hard, have positive attitudes and are eager to help wherever they can!

David Emanuel Academy has the luxury of staying home for another week and will welcome Fullington 
Academy at 6 p.m. on Thursday. This is DEA’s Senior Night. Seniors will be recognized at halftime.

HOMECOMING KING AND QUEEN
 HOOD AND BELL

BOATRIGHT AND WIGGINS FREE HOOD

BOATRIGHT TERWILLIGER MARTIN

Emanuel Retired Educators meet at Swainsboro Primary
The Emanuel Retired 

Educators Association 
held its October meet-
ing in the Swainsboro 
Primary School Media 
Center last week with 
sixteen members attend-
ing. President Verdell 
Brinson called the 
meeting to order, and 
Swainsboro Primary 
Principal Sarah Tapley 
provided a warm wel-
come from the school 
and thanked EREA 
members for their years 
of service and continu-
ing support.

Following a delicious 

meal provided by the 
SPS lunchroom, Damien 
Scott, Emanuel Medical 
Center CEO, was intro-
duced and provided 
an enthusiastic update 
regarding recent devel-
opments at the hospi-
tal. He reported that 
the Emergency Room 
remodel is well under-
way and will provide a 
psychiatric safe room, 
as well as three rooms 
for Fast Track care. Scott 
hopes the work will 
be completed by April 
2025. Also announced 
was the opening of 

Emanuel Prompt Care 
in the former Bellamy 
dental office on Kite 
Road. The office is open 
seven days a week and 
has been used heavily 
since it opened. Several 
new staff members 
have joined Emanuel 
Medical Center includ-
ing Hospitalist Dr. Vinh 
Dong, Dr. Caroline 
Musa at Swainsboro 
Internal Medicine, 
Dr. Sydney McRae 
at Emanuel Family 
Medical Center, and 
Dr. Randy Brown who 
will specialize in vas-

cular surgery. A new 
EMC Nursing Home 
Activities Director, 
Missy Mills, has been 
hired, and Scott hopes 
that renovations at the 
nursing home will begin 
next year. Information 
about the Georgia 
HEART Program was 
also shared, and Lynn 
Brinson is the EMC con-
tact for information on 
this outstanding pro-
gram that provides tax 
benefits for local sup-
port of our hospital. 

President Brinson 
reminded members 
that Georgia Retired 
Educators Day will 

be observed Sunday, 
November 3. She dis-
tributed red ribbons 
and encouraged mem-
bers to wear them that 
day when they attend a 
church of their choice.  

The next EREA 

meeting is set for 
Wednesday, November 
20, at Swainsboro 
Middle School at noon. 
Representative Butch 
Parrish and Senator 
Max Burns will provide 
a legislative update.

SCOTT SPEAKS TO EREA MEMBERS
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Bulldogs win first meeting 
against Savannah

b y  R O N 
WEATHERFORD

Rountree Stadium 
saw a couple of firsts 
last week. For the first 
time, the Bulldogs 
played a Tuesday night 
game against first time 
opponent, Savannah 
High School, who 
joined region 3 this sea-
son. The Blue Jackets 
have been hemorrhag-
ing students the last 
several years, having 
played in the larger 5A 
class, now dropping 
down to the smallest 
class A division 2. 

The first meet-
ing didn’t go well for 
Savannah with ECI 
running away with 
the game 54-15. The 
Bulldogs opened up 
the game putting up 19 
points in the first quar-
ter and added 28 more 
in the second to lead 
48-0 at the half. The 
Bulldogs’ special teams 
got the Bulldogs on the 
board first with a safe-
ty on a punt try after 
the defense stopped 
the game’s opening 
drive. It didn’t take 
the offense long to put 
their first points on the 
board. Chase Johnson 
scored his first TD of 
the game from 4 yards 
out for a 9-0 Bulldog 
lead. The special 
teams got more points 
for the home team in 
the opening quarter 
with a 42-yard field 
goal by senior kicker 
Oisin Matthews. Tyler 
Foreman put the last 
points up for ECI with 
a 24-yard run late in 
the first quarter for a 
19-0 Bulldog lead. Ab 
Marsh got the Bulldogs’ 
first points of the sec-
ond quarter from 4 
yards out for anoth-
er ECI touchdown. 
Jackson Kennedy hit 
Chase Johnson on an 
18-yard pass and catch 
for the Bulldogs’ sec-
ond score of the second 
quarter. Backup quar-
ter back Davis Johnson 
made the most of his 
first time under center 
in the game, hitting a 
wide-open Daon Bethea 
in stride for a 40-yard 
touchdown. LJ Tarver 
put the icing on the cake 
late in the quarter split-
ting the middle of the 
Bluejacket defense with 
a 34-yard touchdown 
run to put the Bulldogs 
up 48-0 at halftime. The 
Bulldog defense was 
ferocious, not allowing 
the Bluejackets to cross 
midfield during the 
first half. With a run-
ning clock and most of 

the starters on the side-
line, Savannah put up 
their first points in the 
game with 8 in the third 
and 7 in the fourth for 
their only points in the 
game. ECI got their last 
points of the game early 
in the fourth quarter 
when Tarver scored his 
second touchdown of 
the game from 10 yards 
out for a 54-15 lead and 
win for the Bulldogs. 
The Bulldogs rushed 
for 201 yards during 
the game. Ab Marsh 
led the pack of Dawgs 

with 68 yards on just 3 
carries.  LJ Tarver had 
7 carries for 59 yards 
and 2 touchdowns. 
Tyler Foreman, 42 yards 
and Chase Johnson 41, 
yards were the other 
leaders on the ground. 
Jackson Kennedy was 
2-3 for 56 yards with a 
touchdown and Davis 
Johnson was 1-1 for 40 
yards. James Parker, 
Chase Johnson and 
Daon Bethea caught 
one each with Johnson 
and Betha hauling in 
one for touchdowns.

THOMPSON #34 AND STEELE #12 
PRESSURE QB

PARKER TURNS UP-FIELD FOR A BIG GAIN

BETHEA HALLS IN JOHNSON PASS 
FOR A TOUCHDOWN



4B The Forest-Blade • www.EmanuelCountyLive.com • Swainsboro, Georgia • October 30, 2024

Sponsor  A Wreath
Today For

National Wreaths 
Across America 

Day
December 14, 2024

Name
Address
City State Zip

SPONSORSHIP LEVELS PRICE QUANTITY TOTAL

Individual - 1 wreath
Family - 4 wreaths
Small Business - 10 wreaths
Corporate - 100 wreaths

$17.00
$68.00
$170.00
$1,700.00

Wreaths will arrive in Swainsboro several days prior to December 14th. Please let us know 
who will pick up your wreath(s) and their contact information or if you wish for your 

wreath(s) to be placed by volunteers (In Emanuel County ONLY)

My wreath will be picked up by

I would like for volunteers to place my wreath(s)

Phone number

Checks should be made payable to Gov. David Emanuel- Adam Brinson 
Chapter DAR. Please return completed form to: 

Jane Durden, P.O. Box 478, Swainsboro, GA 30401-0478

If you know a veteran buried in Emanuel County or would like for your wreath to be 
placed on a specific veteran’s grave in Emanuel County, please complete the form below.

Name of Veteran
(As Displayed on Headstone or Marker)

Branch, Rank and Dates Served

Name and Location of Cemetery
(Name or Google Maps Coordinates)

Location of Grave in Cemetery
(If Swainsboro City Cemetery, must have Correct Section)

This project is being sponsored by the Monday Morning Veterans Breakfast Club, 
Franklin Memorial Library, Mill Creek Foundation, Governor David 

Emanuel-Adam Brinson Chapter Daughters of the American Revolution, 
Wiregrass Chapters Sons of the American Revolution and donations from individuals. 

REMEMBER ~ HONOR ~ TEACH
Wreaths Across America is a 501c(3) organization. Contributions are tax deductible 

to the fullest extent of the law. You should always consult a tax professional.

Bulldogs overwhelm Claxton 63-13
b y  R O N 

WEATHERFORD
The ECI Bulldogs, 

playing their second 
home game of the 
week, defeated Claxton 
Friday evening on 
homecoming week 
to improve their sea-
son record to 6-2. The 
offense posted 4 touch-
downs in the first quar-
ter with the defense 
adding 7 more with a 
strip for a touchdown 
to lead 35-0 in the first. 
They added 21 more 
in the second quarter 
to lead the Tigers 56-7 
at halftime. Claxton’s 
only score of the first 
half came after a busted 
pass coverage got them 
deep in Bulldog territo-
ry after a 55-yard pass. 
When asked about the 
two-game week, coach 
Kearson commented, 
“Super proud of our 
players and coaches for 
being able to keep it 
together for two games 
this week and not only 
that we had to navigate 
homecoming week as 
well.  It was a good 
week!!”

Tyler Foreman got 
the first two touch-
downs for the Bulldogs 
in the game. The first 
came on a two-yard 
run and the second on 
a 51-yard run on the 
first play of a drive. 
The Bulldog defense 
also put points on the 
board in the quar-
ter. Vintavius Hughes 
stripped the ball from 
the Claxton quarter-
back, taking it home 
for a 33-yard defensive 

touchdown. The pass-
ing game got in the act 
on the Bulldogs’ next 
two possessions. After 
a Jackson Kennedy 
to Foreman 22-yard 
pass to the Claxton 
31, Kennedy went to 
the air again to Chase 
Johnson for a 31 touch-
down.

The Bulldogs closed 
out the first quarter 
scoring with anoth-
er passing touch-
down. Kennedy hit 
Daon Bethea on the 
visitors’ sidelines for 
a 67-yard touchdown 
pass to put the Bulldogs 
up 35-0. The Bulldogs 
used Ab Marsh to score 
in three plays on their 
first drive in the second 
quarter. Marsh picked 
up 12 on a running 
play, another 40 on a 
pass from Kennedy 
and found the endzone 
on the third play on a 
5-yard run to add to the 
Bulldog lead 42-7. The 
Bulldogs put two more 
touchdowns on the 
Claxton defense in the 
second quarter. Chase 
Johnson scooted for 
a 20 touchdown and 
Davis Johnson hit 
James Parker for a 
57-yard touchdown 
pass to close out the 
first half for a 56-7 lead. 
With a running clock 
and the starters taking a 
rest on the sideline, the 
JV got the last points 
for the Bulldogs on the 
opening drive of the 
third quarter. LJ Tarver 
smoked the middle of 
the Tiger defense for 
a 25-yard touchdown 

run to put the Bulldogs 
up 63-7.

The Tigers scored 
their second touch-
down of the game in 
the third quarter on 
a 74-yard run. The 
Bulldogs had 514 yards 
of offense against 
the Bluejackets from 
Savannah, 278 yards 
on the ground with 
record setting passing 
night.  The two quar-
terbacks were perfect 
on the night going 
7-7 for 236 yards and 
3 touchdowns. Tyler 
Foreman, 87 yards and 
two touchdowns and 
LJ Tarver, 87 yards 
with a touchdown led 
the pack of Dawgs on 
the ground.  Chase 
Johnson rushed 3 times 
for 42 yards and Ab 
Marsh carried the ball 
3 times for 31 yards. 
Jackson Kennedy 
was 6-6 pass for 179 
yards and two touch-
downs.  Davis Johnson 
threw one pass for 
57 yards for a touch-
down. Chase Johnson 
led the 5 receivers 
with 2 catches for 46 
yards with 2 touch-
downs. Also catching 
touchdowns passes 
were Daon Bethea with 
a 67-yard touchdown, 
and James Parker 
caught a 57 yarder for 
a touchdown.

With 2 games remain-
ing, the region 3 play-
off seedings are still up 
in the air. The Bulldogs 
have an important 
region match-up in 
Sylvania Friday against 
Screven Co.

OFFENSIVE LINE PLOWED THE WAY FOR 514 YARDS OF OFFENSE 
AGAINST CLAXTON

MARSH BREAKS THIS TACKLE FOR A FIRST DOWN

TARVER TAKES DOWN TIGER RUNNER FOR A LOSS

Tigers face tough test against 
top-ranked Savannah Christian

by ROOSEVELT 
YOUNG

Last Friday, our 
beloved Tigers faced 

off against the top-
ranked Savannah 
Christian Red Raiders, 
the number one team 
in the state in Single 
A Division I. True to 
their spirit, the Tigers 
didn’t back down, 
ready to meet the 
challenge head-on.

The Red Raiders 
received the opening 
kickoff and immedi-
ately took it all the 
way back for a touch-
down, setting an 
early tone. However, 
the Tigers respond-
ed with a bang. On 
their very first play, 
they handed the ball 
to Jabios Smith, who 
took a sweep for an 
impressive 60+ yard 
touchdown, bringing 
the score to 7-6 after a 
missed extra point.

Despite this quick 
answer from the 
Tigers, the Red Raiders 
settled in and show-
cased why they’re at 
the top of the classi-
fication. Calm and 
collected, they scored 
three consecutive 
touchdowns in the 
first quarter, leaving 
the Tigers struggling 
to find momentum 
offensively.

Even though the 
game was heavily con-
trolled by Savannah 
Christian, the Tigers 
never gave up, bat-
tling through to the 
end. By halftime, the 
score stood at 48-6 
in favor of the Red 
Raiders. Late in the 

fourth quarter, Marco 
Danford provided a 
bright moment with a 
sensational run up the 
middle for a touch-
down, finishing the 
game at 48-12.

The Tigers and 
coaching staff recog-
nized that while this 
game was challeng-
ing, it provided valu-
able experience with 
playoffs around the 
corner. A key factor 
in this matchup was 
Savannah Christian’s 
status as a private 
school. Under the new 
GHSA playoff system, 
public and private 
schools in this classifi-
cation won’t face each 
other in the state play-
offs. Since our region 
is nearly evenly split 
between public and 
private schools, the 
Tigers have encoun-
tered teams that other 
playoff contenders 
may not have faced 
all season.

Next week, the Tigers 
have a bye before 
heading to Lyons to 
take on the Toombs 
County Bulldogs. In 
our next article, we 
plan to sit down with 
Coach Roberts and a 
few Tiger players to 
discuss the season, 
power rankings, and 
the upcoming playoff 
run.

Tiger Nation, let’s 
continue to support 
these young men 
and their coaches. Go 
Tigers!
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Toombs wins battle of Bulldogs
b y  R O N 

WEATHERFORD
The ECI Middle School 

team hosted Toombs Co. 
Thursday in another mid-
dle school championship 
game. This marks the 
ninth time the Middle 
School Football Team has 
played for the champion-
ship.

The Bulldogs posted 
another undefeated sea-
son with a 6-0 record. The 
only close game ECI had 
during the regular season 
was against Toombs Co.

The Bulldogs began the 
season with a 44-0 win 
against North Tattnall 
and followed that up with 
a 52-0 defeat of South 
Tattnall. In between the 
two Tattnall County wins, 
the Bulldogs defeated 
their eventual champion-
ship opponent, Toombs 
Co. 24-20. They defeated 
their neighboring city, 
Metter 50-30 and took care 
of Bryan Co. 32-14. Their 
last win of the regular 
season came as a 1-0 for-
feit by Jenkins Co. The 
Bulldogs defeated Metter 
in the first round of the 
playoffs 24-7, setting up 
a rematch with Toombs 
Co. ECI came up short 
against Toombs Co., los-
ing to the Bulldogs from 
Lyons 47-20.

“We came up a lit-
tle short in our goal to 
win the championship, 
but our kids fought 
hard to the end,” com-
mented head coach 
Greg Kennedy. “Toombs 
County came in with a 
very good game plan and 
executed it very well. We 
had a few costly turnovers 
that put us behind early 
on and we were not able 
to get some key defensive 
stops. Toombs was the 
better team today.”

ECI came into the game 
with an undefeated 7-0 
season, hosting the cham-
pionship game after 
defeating the Toombs 
Bulldogs earlier in the 
season. Turnovers played 
a big role in the first half 
for Toombs Co.  They 
recovered their own squib 
kick to start the game, 
eventually scoring to take 
an early 6-0 lead. With 
Toombs leading 12-6 late 
in the second quarter, the 
Bulldogs had a promising 
drive, but another turn-
over put the ball back into 
the hands of the Toombs 
offense. They put the last 
points on the board with 
41 seconds left in the half 
to lead the Bulldogs 19-6. 
ECI put two more touch-
downs on the board in the 
second half, but it was not 
enough as Toombs Co. 
pulled away for a 47-20 
win.

When asked about 
his team and the season 
Coach Kennedy had this 
to say, “I’m very proud 
of the accomplishments 
of this year’s football 

team. This group of kids 
put in a lot of hard work 
since June, and it was 
evident throughout the 
season. I’m excited to see 
this group of 8th graders 
develop as they enter high 
school. They have a bright 
future if they continue to 

work hard in the weight-
room and play together 
as a team. They were all a 
pleasure to coach.”

Along with Coach 
Kennedy, the middle 
school team is also led by 
Coach Chase Ellison and 
Coach Artie Fields.

SCENES FROM CHAMPIONSHIP GAME

TOUCHDOWN CHASE BANK - SMS TIGERS’ RUNNING BACK BREAKS 
THROUGH WEST LAURENS DEFENSE FOR THE SCORE

Dominance on display: SMS Tigers 
set sights on Championship Glory

by ROOSEVELT 
YOUNG

Last week was an 
exhilarating one for 
the Swainsboro Middle 
School (SMS) football 
program as they com-
peted in the MGMSAA 
semifinals against West 
Laurens Middle School, 
vying for a spot in the 
championship game. The 
SMS Tigers delivered a 
commanding perfor-
mance, securing a 26-0 
victory over WLMS on 
Wednesday.

The scoring opened 
with Chase Banks’ 9-yard 
touchdown run in the 
first quarter. The second 
quarter showcased the 
Tigers’ powerful running 
game, as Kyle Johnson 
sprinted for an impres-
sive 60-yard touchdown. 
Just before halftime, 
Jayvion Sherrod threw a 
10-yard touchdown pass 
to Jeffery Davis, further 
extending the Tigers’ 
lead. Sherrod continued 
to shine, adding a 2-yard 
rushing touchdown in 
the third quarter, fol-
lowed by a successful 
two-point conversion.

Not to be overshad-
owed, the SMS Tiger 
defense, respectfully 
known as the “Wreckin 
Crew,” demonstrated 
remarkable strength and 
discipline, echoing the 
physicality of their high 
school counterparts. 
The defense pitched a 
shutout, cementing the 
Tigers’ 26-0 victory.

After the game, I 
had the opportunity to 
speak with some of the 
players. Eighth-grade 

quarterback and mid-
dle linebacker Jayvion 
Sherrod emphasized 
the importance of lead-
ership, toughness, and 
grit as the team prepares 
for the championship. “I 
love this team,” he said. 
“They’ve done an amaz-
ing job this season, but 
we have more work to 
do. We have to leave no 
doubt about who’s the 
best on the field.”

Eighth-grade offensive 
lineman Cameron Ricks 
shared his focus on suc-
cess in the championship. 
“Our job is to control the 
line of scrimmage, mak-
ing sure no defenders 
get to our quarterback or 
running backs. As offen-
sive linemen, we love 
making pancake blocks, 
and we plan to get plen-
ty of those in the champi-
onship game.”

Wide receiver and 
defensive back Caleb 
Jones reflected on the 
team’s growth this sea-
son. When asked about 
the challenge ahead, 
he said, “Containing 
Dublin’s run game is 
going to be key. They’re 
big and physical, but we 
can match their intensity. 
We’re ready for the chal-
lenge.”

Head Coach Corey 
Chalker also shared his 
thoughts on the semifi-
nal victory and offered a 
preview of the upcoming 
championship matchup:

MGMSAA Semifinals 
Recap

“Against WLMS, 
we established a solid 
ground game, led by our 
offensive line and sup-

ported by the backs and 
receivers on the perim-
eter. We remained dis-
ciplined, committing 
only one penalty. Our 
focus on minimizing 
mistakes and taking care 
of the ball was a huge 
factor in the outcome. 
Defensively, our team 
came out with a point 
to prove, swarming to 
the football with phys-
icality and discipline. 
Their effort resulted in 
a shutout and earned us 
a spot in the MGMSAA 
Championship.”

M G M S A A 
Championship Preview

“Looking ahead to 
Dublin, we’re up against 
a skilled and disciplined 
team running a time-test-
ed Wing-T offense. In 
our first matchup, we 
secured a 14-6 victory in 
a defensive showdown. 
Since then, both teams 
have improved. Our 
game plan is to bring 
discipline, effort, posi-
tive attitudes, and tough-
ness to every play. We’re 
grateful to have the 
support of our parents, 
teachers, administrators, 
coaches, and communi-
ty, who consistently rally 
behind our student-ath-
letes.”

The championship 
game will kick off at a 
special time 6 PM on 
Wednesday October 30 
at Tiger Field. Let’s come 
together, Tiger Nation, 
and support these talent-
ed young athletes as they 
aim to bring the champi-
onship home!

For more information:
Terry Reynolds at 478-494-3758 • reynoldscableoffice@gmail.com

Richard Driggers at 912-290-1108 • driggersre@yahoo.com
Nick Kraus at 912-687-6781

Kurt Anderson at 678-614-0593

ADVANCE TICKETS REQUIRED
Tickets for the event are $60, which includes admission to the event, one ticket for 

house gun door drawing as well as a prime rib dinner prepared by Beaver Creek.

Beaver Creek Plantation
3698 Hwy. 80 East • Twin City, GA 30471

November 21, 2024 • 5:00 P.M.

Wounded Warriors Retreat
13th Annual Sportsman’s Banquet and Auction

Wounded Warrior Retreat, Inc. is a Georgia Non-Profit 501 C3 organization that gives 
to Wounded Veterans and their family to enjoy the great outdoors. 

Our Mission: ‘To make a difference in the lives of the wounded warriors by mentoring, 
promoting, supporting and encouraging spiritual healing for wounded warriors and their families 

while participants enjoy the many outdoor activities offered by the private hunting retreat’
The 13th annual event is hosted by the Swainsboro Rotary Club and the Emanuel County 

Sportsman’s Club. The funds raised will go to support our country’s heroes at Wounded Warrior 
Retreat retreats. This event will include social time, prime rib meal, with silent and live auctions.

Event Sponsorships are available at the following levels:

MEGA PLATINUM: $1,000  (50 Extra House Gun Tickets)
PLATINUM: $500  (25 Extra House Gun Tickets)

GOLD: $350  (10 Extra House Gun Tickets)
SILVER: $250    (5 Extra House Gun Tickets)

BRONZE: $200    (3 Extra House Gun Tickets)

Sponsors will receive a plaque and additional house 
gun tickets for their generosity

We are also soliciting items for auction. If you have any item that 
you would like to donate, please let us know as soon as possible. 

RESCHEDULED
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BRIERCHECK, DEKLE, DURDEN, PALMER, LISENBY

Seedling Garden Club holds 
October meeting

Thankful to be alive 
after the storm hit our 
area, Seedling Garden 
Club met on Monday, 
October 14, 2024, at 
Swainsboro Methodist 
church social hall. 
President, Nancy 
Lisenby called the 
meeting to order at 6 
p.m. She opened meet-
ing by thanking all for 
coming and thankful we 
were all well and alive. 
She shared an inspira-
tional moment titled 
“God’s Greenhouse.” 
People have greenhous-
es to protect plants and 
to grow plants. God also 
has a greenhouse for us 
humans. His is to help us 
grow and protect us. He 
sure protected us during 
the storm, and we are 
so thankful to be in His 
Greenhouse.

President Lisenby 
introduced the 
Honorable Judge Kathy 
Palmer who presented 
the program for the meet-
ing. Her program was 
on “Plant Propagation”. 
Judge Palmer was born 
on a farm in Wrightsville, 
Georgia and being the 
third girl born into the 
family she was expected 
to work on the farm as 
her other siblings were 
required. This instilled 
in her the love of garden-
ing that she has today. 
She stated, “working 
with plants brings her 
joy as well as being ther-
apeutic at times when 
her job as a Judge gets 
hectic.” She presented 
the program wearing her 
red Ga. Garden Dawg’s 
apron. Members enjoyed 
seeing her worktable 
with plague that read, 
“It’s Not Hoarding if its 
Plants.” In her presen-
tation, using her own 
plants, she taught us 

how to prepare plants 
to root them and to care 
for them as they root. 
She likes to use harmone 
herilcom to help the pro-
cess and reminded every-
one to save newspapers 
to use for mulch in flow-
er beds. She shared a 
funny story of her Aunt 
Callie saving cuttings 
from her old fashion 
coleo plant she had been 
saving since 1960. She 
later passed the plants 
to her family members. 
The most unusual plant 
she showed was called 
“Tooth Ache Plant” used 
for medicinal purpos-
es. The members were 
taught how to take a 
gallon jug and make a 
greenhouse out of it. 
(There is that green-
house use again).

In the business session: 
no minutes were pre-
sented due to secretary 
being ill and unable to 
attend a recent meeting. 
Treasurer’s report was 
presented by treasurer, 
Kay Peacock. These were 
approved as presented. 
Yonna Bailey report-
ed Yard of the Month 
will be put on hold until 
Spring. We laughed and 
said our Yard of the 
Month sign may be in 
Nunez after this storm 
hit. Nancy remind-
ed everyone of the 
Oleander Annual meet-
ing to be held October 
16th in Savannah at the 
Landings. Club donat-
ed a basket to be auc-
tioned off and saved tabs 
in support of Ronald 
McDonald houses were 
also carried. 

Under new business: 
Members were remind-
ed to meet at Emanuel 
County Nursing Home 
to replant the planters at 
the home. Martha Cobb 

reported that our annual 
November auction will 
be held on November 
11 at The Venue. This 
is the club’s only mon-
ey-making project. 
Club member, Wanda 
Scarboro, was congrat-
ulated for winning the 
Award of Excellence 
in Monochrome 
Photography for her 
entry in the 2024 Perry 
Fair. Her entry enti-
tled “My Baby Doll” 
won over the 560 other 
entries. We are so proud 
of Wanda; the club is 
very pleased to have her 
as club’s photographer. 
Paula Karrh gave an 
informative horticulture 
moment for the month of 
October and November. 
These are always very 
educational.

Hostesses for the 
meeting were: Linda 
Dekle, Jane Durden and 
Jill Briercheck. They 
served pimento cheese 
sandwiches, cookies and 
soda. The serving table 
was beautifully decorat-
ed for a Fall theme using 
Fall leaves, flowers in 
pumpkins. Fifteen mem-
bers (15) and one (1) vis-
itor were present. 

President Lisenby 
adjourned the meeting 
with Wanda Ellis win-
ning the door prize. 
Upon leaving members 
were given a potted, 
rooting plant from the 
Tooth Ache plant used 
in program presentation. 
Thanks to Kathy for this 
gift. 

Seedling Garden Club 
is a member of National 
Garden Clubs, Inc. Deep 
South Region of Garden 
Clubs, Inc. The Garden 
Club of Georgia, Inc. and 
Oleander District.

Seedling Garden Club plants Pansies
Seedling Garden Club planted Pansies at Emanuel Medical Center Nursing 

Home on Monday, October 21. Members of the club voted to help beautify the 
Nursing Home with the planting of these hardy, colorful flowers in planters. 
Anyone interested in joining the Seedling Garden Club can call Nancy at 404-
644-0135.

CLUB MEMBERS NANCY LISENBY AND DOT KIRBY, NURSING HOME 
ADMINISTRATOR CARMEN TANNER, RESIDENT EMILY MAUPIN 

AND VISITOR JENNY KASPER

DAR accepts Proclamation 
of National American Indian 

Heritage Month
Governor David Emanuel–Adam Brinson Chapter members, Judy McWhorter 

and Frances Bender, look on as Mayor Greg Bennett signs a proclamation recog-
nizing November as National American Indian Heritage Month. The history and 
culture of our nation have been significantly influenced by American Indians 
and indigenous peoples. Their contributions have enhanced the greatness of 
America today.

BENNETT, MCWORTER AND BENDER

FERST READER COSTUME CONTEST PARTICIPANTS 

Cast your votes for the Emanuel 
County Ferst Readers Costume Contest

It’s TIME!! Monday, 
Oct 28, was the start 
of the Ferst Readers 
Costume Contest. 
There are over 300 
children enrolled in 
the Ferst Readers 
program, and we 
don›t want them to be 
without books next year, 
so watch on Facebook 
and other social media 
platforms for the great 
book character costumes 
running through the 
month of November. Get 
in those last-minute tax 
deductions and cast your 
vote for your favorites.

Photos and voting 
links will be posted 
on the Ferst Readers 
of Emanuel County 
Facebook page, as well 
as the Emanuel County 
Family Connection 
Facebook page. Also, 
each of our participants 

will be sharing their own 
photos and campaigning 
for your votes! https://
tinyurl.com/Ferst2024

Emanuel County Ferst 
Readers is sponsoring a 
virtual fundraiser to get 
books into the homes of 
children under five liv-
ing in Emanuel County. 
Local “celebrities” are 
asking for you to donate 
to Ferst Readers by cast-
ing a vote for them. Every 
$4 vote you make will 
provide another book for 
a child, so vote as many 
times as you like and 
for as many characters 
as you like. You can see 
your favorite celebrity in 
their book character cos-
tume on Facebook.

There are 14 Book 
Characters raising money 
for Emanuel County 
Ferst Readers. Each vote 
costs $4 which will fur-

nish a book to children 
0 to 5 years old who live 
in Emanuel County. The 
books get mailed to the 
homes along with an 
activity page for parents 
to teach their child litera-
cy and vocabulary skills. 
This “come in mail” pro-
gram gets children excit-
ed about books and sup-
ports the love of reading.

There are children in 
Emanuel County who do 
not have age-appropri-
ate books in the home 
and many who do not 
attend preschool. This is 
a setback for those lit-
tle ones when they start 
kindergarten. Family 
Connection wants to 
play a part in preventing 
that by getting children 
enrolled in Ferst Readers 
and raising the money 
for this program that is 
free to the families.
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Miss Hall, Mr. Williams exchange vows
Brittany Christina 

Hall and Stephen Kyle 
Williams were united in 
a double ring ceremo-
ny at Quinney Oaks in 
Millen on Saturday, May 
4, 2024, at 6 p.m. by Blake 
Williams of Statesboro, 
groom’s younger cousin 
and couple’s friend. 

Mrs. Williams is the 
daughter of Chris and 
Katie Hall of Canoochee 
and Penny Porcel of 
Swainsboro. Her grand-
parents are James and 
Letha Hall of Canoochee 
and Gail Porcel and 
the late Fred Porcel of 
Swainsboro. 

The groom is the son of 
Steve and Dawn Williams 
of Swainsboro. He is 
the grandson of Glenn 
and Grace Williams of 
Kite, Laura Mason of 
Swainsboro and the late 
Jack and Becky Cannady 
of Swainsboro. 

Mrs. Williams chose 
Kailey Thompson of Kite, 
sister of the bride, as her 
maid of honor; brides-
maids, Santana Danielle 
Williams-Sharpe of 
Lyons, best friend of the 
bride and cousin of the 
groom; Elizabeth Milner 
of Twin City, best friend 
of the bride; Lindsey 
Love of McRae, child-
hood best friend of the 
bride; Addisyn Smith of 
Statesboro, cousin of the 
bride; Victoria Peterson 
of Canoochee, cous-
in of the bride; Kimber 
Peterson of Canoochee, 
cousin of the bride; 
and Alana Scarboro of 
Brooklet, niece of the 
groom. 

Mr. Williams chose 
Nolan Williams of 
Swainsboro, son of 
bride and groom, and 
Steve Williams, father of 
the groom, as his best 
men; groomsmen, Tyler 
Edwards of Dellwood, 
childhood best friend 
of the groom; JP Collins 
of Hilton Head, South 
Carolina, cousin of the 
groom; Brannon Mason 
of Swainsboro, best 
friend of the groom; 
Zach Minton of Kite, 
best friend of the groom; 
Jayce Thompson of 
Dellwood, brother of the 
bride; Wes Scarboro of 
Swainsboro, brother of 
the groom. 

The bride was escort-
ed by her son, Nolan 
Williams, and given in 
marriage by her father. 
The bride’s gown, pur-
chased at Bridals by Lori 
in Atlanta, was a fitted 
Rita Vinieris from the 
Rivini 1995 bridal col-
lection. The dress was 
exquisitely embellished 
with intricate lace and 
meticulously hand-sewn 
floral patterns, includ-

ing delicate daisies, and 
featured an impressive 
eight-foot train adorned 
with vintage-style but-
tons. The dress also 
boasted a beautifully 
scalloped trim. To com-
plement the strapless 
gown, the bride wore 
matching lace gauntlet 
sleeves, a meticulously 
handcrafted cathedral 
veil with delicate ruffled 
edges and pearls, and 
stunning white platform 
heels adorned with indi-
vidual rhinestones that 
perfectly matched her 
bridesmaids’ dresses. 
Her captivating wild-
flower bouquet, art-
fully created by Erin 
Wadopian of Silver Fern 
Events in Asheville, 
North Carolina, fea-
tured a stunning com-
bination of long-stem 
white, light yellow, light 
pink, and light purple 
roses, as well as native 
Georgia flowers such as 
blue and white hydran-
geas, daisies, asters, and 
bluebells. Her hair and 
makeup were done by 
Sydney Dorsey Artistry 
of Swainsboro. She chose 
to wear her hair down in 
a bubble bouffant style. 

The bride’s mother 
wore a light pink, fit-
ted gown, with flowers 
matching the bride’s 
bouquet. Her hair and 
makeup were done by 
stylist, Sydney Dorsey. 
The groom’s mother 
wore a lace, navy blue 
gown. Her hair and 
makeup were done by 
stylist, Pam Claxton of 
Twisted Scissors Salon. 

Attendants wore 
semi-formal garden 
party attire for the event. 
Bridesmaids wore satin, 
pastel dresses with nude 
heels. Each of their bou-
quets were in the colors 
of their dresses, while 
the bride’s bouquet con-
tained all the colors of 
their flowers.  

The groom and 
groomsmen wore clas-
sic, black and white tux-
edos. Their look was tied 
together with black silk, 
floral patterned bowties 
and white silk, floral pat-
terned pocket squares. 
The groom opted for 
a classic necktie in the 
same color and pattern.  

Dixie Marie Lee of 
Kite, niece of bride, was 
the flower girl. Dixie 
wore a smock white 
heirloom flower girl 
dress. Her vintage dress 
was accentuated with a 
pink bow that she wore 
in her hair, scalloped in 
white. The bride chose 
a handwoven, half-moon 
willow, rattan basket for 
dixie to carry down the 
aisle. Additionally, the 

basket had a white silk 
ribbon and bow tied on 
the handle. 

The ceremony was 
held in Millen in the 
stunning garden of 
Quinney Oaks surround-
ed by lush greenery, ivy 
terraces, marble statues, 
and fountains. As guests 
arrived and took their 
seats, they were greet-
ed with framed photos 
on a 100-year-old church 
pew from the couple’s 
home. These photos paid 
tribute to the couple’s 
departed loved ones, 
including the groom’s 
maternal grandparents, 
Jack and Becky Cannady; 
his great-grandmother, 
Minnie Mae Lamb; his 
uncle, Walter Cannady; 
the bride’s maternal 
grandfather, Fred Porcel; 
and her brother, Austin 
Hall. In front of the pho-
tos, there was a basket 
filled with eco-friendly 
confetti made from extra 
flowers used in the cere-
mony. Guests were invit-
ed to fill a cone with the 
confetti and toss it on the 
couple as they exited the 
ceremony. This was the 
couple’s heartfelt way 
of including their loved 
ones in the wedding. 
The same confetti was 
also used during their 
exit from the reception. 
The bride and groom 
exchanged their vows 
under a pergola adorned 
with natural elements 
and an antique chande-
lier. 

The song “Yellow” by 
Coldplay (instrumen-
tal) was the mothers’ 
and grandmothers’ pro-
cessional. The wedding 
party’s processional 
was “Iris” by the Goo 
Goo Dolls (instrumen-
tal). The bride’s proces-
sional song was “Truly 
Madly Deeply” by 
Savage Garden. The first 
dance was “Wonderful 
Tonight” by Eric 
Clapton. The mother-son 
dance was “Can I Have 
This Dance” by Drew 
Baldridge. 

The reception, hosted 
by the bride’s mother, 
was held at Quinney 
Oaks following the cer-
emony.  

After the ceremo-
ny, guests wandered 
through ivy-covered 
foliage and arrived at 
the estate’s brick court-
yard for the reception. 
The area was beautifully 
lit with café lights and 
exquisite French antique 
chandeliers hanging 
from the branches of 
the southern live oaks, 
creating a timeless and 
romantic atmosphere in 
the low-country setting. 
The bride was inspired 

by the works of her 
favorite artist, Claude 
Monet, and chose soft 
pastels in both the cer-
emony and reception 
spaces, creating a beauti-
ful, ethereal atmosphere 
that mirrored the serene 
landscapes and delicate 
color palettes charac-
teristic of his paintings. 
Erin Wadopian, the cou-
ple’s talented planner, 
expertly transformed 
their vision into a stun-
ning reality. Each table 
became a breathtaking 
display, adorned with 
vibrant, watercolor-like 
floral centerpieces that 
seemed to dance with 
color. The rich hues of 
blues, pinks, and yel-
lows blended seamlessly, 
forming an enchanting 
mosaic that captivated 
every eye. Surrounding 
these floral masterpieces, 
lifelike butterflies flut-
tered gracefully, enhanc-
ing the whimsical charm 
of the decor. This vibrant 
combination created a 
magical atmosphere, 
inviting guests to fully 
immerse themselves in 
the beauty of the celebra-
tion. The seating chart 
enhanced the garden 
party setting, as it was 
creatively displayed on a 
bookcase, with each table 
listed on a shelf and each 
guest’s name on a book. 
As guests took their 
seats, they were present-
ed with personalized 
thank-you letters from 
the couple. For dinner, 
guests enjoyed an Italian 
salad, chicken alfredo, 
Italian meatballs, a selec-
tion from a shaved sand-
wich bar, Virginia ham 
with croissants, shaved 
roasted turkey with rolls, 
fresh fruit, and wedding 
wafers. The beverage 
selection included sweet 
tea, lemonade, and 
water, while an open bar 
and lively music pro-
duced by President Short 
Entertainment ensured a 
night filled with dancing 
and celebration. 

The stunning wedding 
cake, created by Paige 
Johnson from Sugar 
Dolls Bakery in Garfield, 
was a three-tier vanilla 
buttercream masterpiece 
with a beautiful vintage 
Lambeth style design. 
It was placed under a 
breathtaking chande-
lier hanging from the 
branches of a grand live 
oak tree and was elegant-
ly served to the guests by 
the bride’s cousin, Casey 
Smith. 

The groom’s cake was 
a two-tier vanilla butter-
cream cake. The design 
was inspired by the 
groom’s favorite pas-
time, baseball. Donna 

Newsome of Swainsboro 
created the cake. It was 
surrounded by baseball 
photos of the groom 
from his little league 
years playing travel 
and Dixie Youth, to his 
years playing varsity for 
Swainsboro High School, 
to college ball at East 
Georgia State College. 

The bride’s after-par-
ty/reception dress 
was a short, body-con, 
design. The gown was 
white embellished and 
adorned in pearls and 
beads. It featured a flat-
tering cowl neck design 
with asymmetric, ultra-
thin straps that cascad-
ed across her neckline. 
The midnight look was 
completed with fully 
embellished, detachable 
long sleeves that flared 
at the wrist. She paired 
this outfit with a pair of 
pink bellini bow, kitten 
heels, but changed into 
her wedding slippers to 
dance the night away. 

The rehearsal dinner, 
provided by parents of 
the groom, was held 
Friday night, May 3, at 
The Edenfield House. 
The bride wore a tea 
length, Bella Barnett 
gown, that was fitted 
and completely embel-
lished in pearls, with a 
pair of nude heels. The 
rehearsal dinner was 
catered and decorated by 
the mother of the bride’s 
event planning business, 
Miranda Mikell Events 
by Design. The buf-
fet-style meal consisted 
of the couple’s home-
made favorites: shrimp 
and grits, fried chicken, 
macaroni and cheese, 
butterbeans, corn cas-
serole, a mashed potato 
bar, and a biscuit bar. For 
dessert, there were mini 
cheesecakes, pecan pie, 
mousse, and the bride’s 

favorite, a cookie bar 
cake made by her grand-
mother, Letha Hall. 

On the morning 
of the wedding, the 
bridesmaids gathered 
at the bridal cottage at 
Quinney Oaks to enjoy 
mimosas and a delicious 
brunch. The spread 
included orange juice, 
coffee, bagels with cream 
cheese, an assortment of 
fresh fruit, and mini frit-
tata muffins as they got 
ready for the ceremony. 

To prepare for the 
day, the bride wore 
a silk white slip dress 
trimmed with feath-
ers and completed her 
look with a pink floor-
length duster featuring 
ruffles, which matched 
her bridesmaids’ paja-
mas. The bridesmaids 
wore pink silk pinstripe 
pajamas that the bride 
had gifted to them. The 
junior bridesmaids were 
dressed in matching pink 
silk button-down muu-
muus, while the flower 
girl wore a coordinating 
pink silk button-down 
jumper with a matching 
pink tulle bow. 

The couple has pur-
chased a home in the 
beautiful Forest Hills 
neighborhood, nestled 
within Swainsboro’s 
enchanting golf and 
country club. They’re 
currently navigating 
the ups and downs of 
remodeling the property, 
working hard to create 
a space that truly feels 
like home. It’s a jour-
ney filled with excite-
ment, challenges, and 
the hope of transform-
ing their new space into 
a place where they can 
build lasting memories 
together. 

MR. AND MRS. WILLIAMS

We will be closed 
in observance 

of

MONDAY, NOVEMBER 11, 2024 

Veterans Day

121 North Main Street, Swainsboro • 478.237.7001
571 South Main Street, Swainsboro • 478.237.7001

1210 Hillcrest Parkway, Dublin • 478.272.7775
101 West Jackson Street, Suite B, Dublin • 478.272.7775

1101 Brampton Avenue, Statesboro • 912.623.2500
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Twin City 
Family Medical Clinic

Michael Wheelis, MD Claire Ault, FNP-C

115 Gilliken St. • Twin City, GA
478.763.3036

Monday - Thursday 8 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Friday 8 a.m. - 4 p.m.

Walk-ins Accepted

Burns speaks to Veterans
The Veterans at the 

Library held their week-
ly meeting at the Franklin 
Memorial Library Monday 
morning, October 28, at 9 
a.m. With Chair Johnny 
Tapley presiding, they had 
47 in attendance. Shari 
Watt provided pancakes 
with syrup, sausage bis-
cuits, sausage, freshly 
cut up fruit, orange juice, 
grape juice, apple juice, 
cranberry juice and cof-
fee. After the prayer by 
Veteran Emory Fennell, 
Shari Watt then intro-
duced Emanuel County 
School Superintendent 
Denise Warnock to tell a 
little about what was hap-
pening in our schools and 
also about the five Veterans 
Day events that TCI, ECI, 
SHS, SES and SMS are 
having on November 7, 8, 
and 11. Dr. Warnock also 
mentioned about the “Gold 
Cards” that are available to 
get into school events free 
for senior citizens available 
at the Board of Education 
office on North Main 
Street. She provided all 
veterans with an Emanuel 
County Schools note pad 
that had a handwritten note 
inside written by different 
middle school students. 
State Representative Butch 
Parrish then introduced 
Georgia State Senator 
Max Burns. Senator Burns 
is a veteran of the U.S. 
Army having served in 
the 1960’s after graduat-
ing from Georgia Tech. 
Senator Burns discussed 
some of the bills that go 
through the house and 
senate and how that hap-
pens. He also discussed 
the upcoming challenges 
facing both the house and 
senate for the 2025 session 

concerning the Georgia 
Clean-up. Senator Burns’ 
area consists of parts of 11 
counties and over 200,000 
citizens. Veteran Wayne 
Cannady then introduced 
Richie Howard, director 
of the Volunteer Clean-up 
organization, as part of the 
“Ministry of the Southern 
Baptist Association”. They 
are covering all of Georgia 
and are still present in 
Emanuel County assist-
ing some local citizens 
with the clean-up of their 
yards. They are located at 
the First Baptist Church 
on West Pine Street. They 
DO NOT except pay-
ment of any of the work 
that they do for the citi-
zens, so go by and sign 
up. Also, Veteran Terry 
Reynolds is in charge of 
the upcoming 13th Annual 
Sportsman’s Banquet and 
Auction that will be held 
at Beaver Creek Plantation, 
3698 Hwy. 80 East, Twin 
City, GA 30471. It will be 
held on Thursday night, 
November 21, 2024, 
(because of Hurricane 
Helene), at 5 p.m. Advance 
tickets are required and 
can be obtained contact-
ing Terry Reynolds at 
478-494-3758, Richard 
Driggers at 912-290-1108, 
Nick Kraus at 912-687-6781 
or Kurt Anderson at 678-
614-0593. This event will 
include social time, prime 
rib meal, with silent and 
live auction items. All the 
proceeds go directly to our 
local Wounded Warriors 
group which is a Georgia 
Non-profit 501 C3 organi-
zation that gives opportu-
nity to Wounded Veterans 
and their family to enjoy 
the great outdoors.

REPRESENTATIVE PARRISH

HOWARD AND CANADY

SCHOOL NOTEPAD SIGNED BY STUDENT

SENATOR BURNS

DR. WARNOCK

NOTE PADS DONATED BY WARNOCK

FAMILY CONNECTION PARTICIPANTS

Family Connection co-hosts Family 
Literacy Night

On Thursday, Oct. 
24, Family Connection 
co-hosted the Family 
Literacy Night at SES. The 
theme was “Halloween 
Escape the School”. 
Families were invited 
to attend this fun event 
where they were served 
homemade soup pre-
pared by the teachers and 
then participated in the 
Escape Room activity.

Each grade had to read 
the History of Halloween 
and The Salem Witch 
Trials. Then the families 

had to answer riddles 
and do literacy activities 
to discover the code that 
allowed them to escape. 
If they escaped the room, 
they then unlocked a 
spooky chest that opened 
to reward them with a new 
book. Family Connection 
would like to thank the 
Mill Creek Foundation for 
funding these books.

Another big event of the 
night was the door prize 
drawings. One of Family 
Connection Collaborative 
partners is East Georgia 

HealthCare. They donat-
ed fantastic sports equip-
ment prizes for the draw-
ing, with the grand prize 
being a basketball goal. 
Other prizes were soccer 
balls, flag football sets 
and a football. Family 
Connection prizes were 
gift bags with books, 
t-shirts, fall decor, mugs, 
and other sports equip-
ment.

The attendance was 
exceptional, and it was 
an outstanding family 
engagement event.

TAMMY ALLEN WITH STUDENTS
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Call Melva at 478-237-9971 to help sell your unwanted items!
Homes for sale or rent • Apartments for rent • Land for sale 

• Yard and estate sales • Miscellaneous for sale • Pets/animals 
• Help wanted • Services offered

Subscribe to The Forest-Blade 
and receive the eEdition FREE!

Call Denise today!

478.237.9971

 Positions available in:
 •Teller Line

•Bookkeeping 
 •Loan Department   

Resumes can be emailed to 
dwilson@durdenbc.com

Local bank hiring  

MISC NOTICES

   WE DO not knowingly 
accept advertisements that 
discriminate, or intend to 
discriminate, on any illegal 
basis, nor do we knowingly 
accept employment adver-
tisements that are not bo-
na-fide job offers. All real 
estate advertisements are 
subject to the Fair Housing 
Act. We do not accept adver-
tising that is in violation of 
the law. The law prohibits dis-
crimination based on color, 
religion, sex, national origin, 
handicap, or family status.
   NEED TO SEND A COPY 
OF A DOCUMENT, LETTER, 
ETC., TO SOME PLACE IN 
A HURRY? The Forest-Blade 
can do the job for you in min-
utes with its fax machine. 
We can also receive cop-
ies of documents. For more 
information come by our 
office on West Moring Street.

HOLSONBACK RENT-
ALS LLC:  Homes - Apart-
ments - Storage Units.  342 
W. Main St.  478.419.1333.  
Mon - Fri from 9am - 
12pm, & 2pm - 5pm

RENTAL HOUSES/
STORAGE UNITS

BACKYARD SALE: 
Friday, Nov. 1, from 8am to 
6pm and Sat., Nov. 2, from 
8am to 11am @ 625 W. Main 
St., Swainsboro. Many 
items for sale to include 
kitchen, Christmas, furni-
ture, pictures, home de-
cor and lots of misc. items.

YARD SALE

PETS/ANIMALS FOR 
FREE/MISSING

Animal shelter — 
We have lots of great 
family dogs as well 
as great guard dogs.
   The shelter is always 
in need of donations of 
canned and bagged dog 
food. We appreciate any 
and every donation.
If you are missing a dog 
or have found a dog, 
please call the shelter at 
478-237-4040 to report it.
Visit us on Facebook at www.
facebook.com/EmanuelCoun-
tyShelter or visit our visitor 
website, www.petstablished.
com/organization/1760/, to 
view our adoptable dogs.
Adoption fee is $35. This 
goes to pay for part of the 
spaying/neutering cost. The 
other $30 must be paid to 
the vet, by the owner after 
it has been spayed or neu-
tered. Please call the shelter 
for details. Come visit our 
adoptable dogs at 343 Mar-
ket St. in Swainsboro. We are 
open Monday through Fri-
day, 8-4, and Saturday, 8-12.

Twin City Elementary 1st Nine Week Honors
P E R F E C T 

ATTENDANCE: 
Kindergarten: Paisley 

Bacon, Lainey Blackburn, 
Ayden Clemons, Jalen 
James, Arabella Pitts, 
Brentley Vaughn

First Grade: Elizabeth 
Alexander, Chadwick 
Blackburn, Christian 
Collins, Maebree Crawford, 
Jakobi Dixon, Aubrey Frye, 
Zayleigh Holloway, Preston 
Kurtz, Nessa Matthews, 
Brooks McDaniel, Codi 
Moore, Skylar Parcell 
Farmer, Naomi Pittman, 
Leo Roundtree

Second Grade: Raegan 
Snyder

Third Grade: Reed Baird, 
Wyatt Collins, Anthony 
Crawford, Matthew 
Crawford, Kynslee Gordon, 
Joseph James, Averie Kraus, 
Ciara Matthews, Korbin 
Miller, Kalari Rackins, 
Gray Rich, Grace Sanchez, 
Paisley Snyder, Alli Spicer, 

E’Niya Steele
Fourth Grade: Jeb 

Cavannah, Raylon Cumbee, 
JD Elmore, Nickolas 
Howard, Destiny Pittman, 
Lyra Roundtree, Cyril 
Salinas, Jaiden Sapp, Haven 
Taylor, Zayden Thames

Fifth Grade: Paisley 
Allen, Madison Beacham, 
Christian Bynum, Kayceon 
Gilmore, Kendall Hodges, 
Violet Lai Tyam, Izzy May, 
Makayla Mitchell, Cash 
Rigdon, Kambri Sutton, 
Ava Underwood, Jayceon 
Williamson

HONOR ROLL: 
First Grade: Elizabeth 

Alexander, Jacyiah Bady, 
Brantley Dawkins, Harley 
Greenhaw, Hendley 
Hadden, William “Tate” 
Hooks, Walt Kasper, Macy 
Kersey, Madison Knoeferl, 
Anorra Mack, Codi 
Moore, Gunnar Morris, 
Knox Newsome, Brayden 
Riley, Ty Riner, Kinzleigh 

Robinson, Tucker Rountree, 
Treasure Sapp, Harvier 
Washington, Slayter 
Wilkerson

 Second Grade:  Lawson 
Brantley, Kingston Gunn, 
Bailey Oliver

Third Grade: Reed 
Baird, Kinsley Clark, 
Wyatt Collins, Addilyn 
Conley, Peyton Douglas, 
Ace Fleming, A’Laurie 
Foreman, Allison Gay, 
Karson Gilmore, Kynslee 
Gordon, Ivy Hall, Payton 
Hooks, A’Mari Hughes, 
Chandler Hughes, Addison 
Kersey, Jase Kersey, 
Timberlyn Kirkland, Cash 
Knoeferl, Averie Kraus, 
Carlie McKenzie, Korbin 
Miller, Avery Mincey, 
Kanon Newsome, Harper 
Pye, Chandler Rich, Ella 
Robinson, E’Niya Steele, 
Kayne Tharpe, Lyrik Way, 
Case Wilson, Keleigh 
Wyant

Fourth Grade: Liam 

Allen, Canady Cole 
Allmond, Max Coker, 
Raylon Cumbee, Rosie 
Freeman, Sadie Lambert, 
Maka’Lyn Moody, Isabella 
Pitts, Daniel Roberson, 
Jaiden Sapp, Livi Simmons, 
Caleb Telgen, Jorie Walden, 
Briyla Wiley

Fifth Grade: Chancie 
Archer, Christian Bynum, 
Hunter Hatcher, Kendall 
Hodges, Noah Hokpins, 
Jayden Hughes, Khloe 
Lanier, Jaxon Parcell, 
Kadelynn Scott

STAR HONOR ROLL: 
First Grade: Luis Beltran, 

Chadwick Blackburn, Paul 
Matthew Blackburn, Allie 
Braddock, Brinslee Brown, 
Jaiylen Brown, Christian 
Collins, Elle Denney, Tucker 
Edenfield, Brantley Fagler, 
June Freeman, Aubrey 
Frye, Brinlee Greenway, 
Kayleigh Harrison, Braylon 
Hendley, Jolene Hill, 
Zayleigh Holloway, Bryce 

Johnson, Taylen Johnson, 
Zuriel Kerlegrand, Clint 
Kersey, Preston Kurtz,  
Ezekiel Lawrence, Liam 
Lovett, Raylyn Martin, 
Nessa Matthews, Berkeley 
Overstreet, Naomi 
Pittman, Landry Pressey, 
Reid Shumpert, Josiah 
Tamblyn, Maddox Telgen, 
Emma Thames, Tahiry 
Thompkins, Abe Watson, 
Macksen Wilkerson, Demi 
Williamson

Second Grade: Peyton 
Bedgood, Cutler Canty, 
Rowan Coker, Anthony 
Gay, Noah Hadden, Jayce 
Handsom, Christian Hise, 
Jeanie Hunter, Anderson 
Kennedy, Bryson Lanier, 
Braylen Long, Macy 
McNeely, Sloan Matthews, 
Easton Peebles, Easton 
Stewart

Third Grade: Haley 
Blackburn, Lily Braddock, 
Sophia Gay, Kayla Hampton, 
Denver Heyward, Waylon 

Jordan, Ayla Marsh, Ciara 
Matthews, Madelyn 
McNeely, Kendall Tamblyn, 
Danni Williamson

Fourth Grade: Jesse 
Black, Jeb Cavannah, Chloe 
Dawkins, Avery Frye, Jason 
Griner, Kaison Handsom, 
Jackson Hodges, Camden 
Hughes, Knox Johnson, 
Mary K Landon, Ian Perez, 
Javonte Peterson, Sarah 
Powell, Ethan Renew, 
Maddie G Sherrod, Haven 
Taylor

Fifth Grade: John Wright 
Beasley, Grey Blackburn, 
Kallen Braddock, Reid 
Cannady, Brooks Hall, 
Harper Hill, Ella Jo 
Hooks, Evie Jarriel, Nora 
Johnson, Violet Lai Tyam, 
Izzy May, Reese McNeely, 
Jorge Ramos-Avalos, 
Cash Rigdon, Declan 
Spence, Audrey Tucker, 
Ava Underwood, Jayceon 
Williamson, Leyla Yepe
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Officers with the 
Swainsboro Police 
Department (SPD) report-
ed…

October 18
Officer was dis-

patched to Mable Ave. 
in reference to a person 
stalking complainant 
and followed her from 
her residence and was 
being irate towards her 
and she did not feel safe. 
Officer located the sus-
pect on the outside while 
other officers spoke 
with c/p. Officer then 
approached the suspect 
and informed officer that 
he was there to speak 
with his girlfriend’s 
grandmother due to the 
assumption that his girl-
friend might be cheat-
ing on him. Suspect 
was being verbally irate 

and using verbal vul-
garity. Officer met with 
c/p who informed that 
her granddaughter ’s 
boyfriend followed her 
and got verbally loud 
towards her so she went 
inside to get away from 
him. C/p stated she did 
not want him to be at 
the location due to them 
already having a dispute. 
Officer went back out to 
advise suspect that c/p 
did not want him near 
her and he should leave 
the location to avoid fur-
ther incident. Suspect 
left the scene soon after.

Officer was dispatched 
to Dollar General in 
reference to a dispute. 
Complainant stated she 
does not have a vehi-
cle and every time she 
tries to walk somewhere, 
offender follows her in 
her truck, threatening 
her and using loud pro-
fanity against her. C/p 
stated she was walk-
ing to Dollar General 
when offender followed 
her and turned into the 
parking lot and began 
arguing with her. C/p 
stated offender is known 
to carry a firearm so 
she was concerned and 
called 911.

October 19
Officer observed a 

driver fail to stop at a red 
traffic light before mak-
ing a right turn, at which 
time he initiated a traf-
fic stop. Officer found 
the registered owners 
license so be suspend-
ed. Driver was issued a 
citation and contacted a 
licensed driver to take 
possession of the vehi-
cle.

Officer responded to 
Emanuel Discount in 
reference to stolen prop-
erty. Complainant stat-
ed she was in the back 
of the store playing the 
slot machines and she 
walked up from for a 
brief moment and when 
she returned to the 
machine, her phone and 
$20 was missing. Video 
footage was shown and 
a female was observed 
taking the phone and 
money and exited the 
store.

October 20
Officer observed a 

vehicle traveling 60 

MPH in a 35 MPH zone, 
at which time he initi-
ated a traffic stop. As 
officer was walking up 
to the vehicle, he could 
smell a moderate odor 
of alcoholic beverage. 
Officer asked the driver 
why she was in such a 
hurry and ask for her 
license that she could not 
provide. Offender was 
transported to SPD to 
take an intoxilyzer 9000 
and while it was being 
set up, offender got up 
and walked over to the 
table where officers 
phone was and picked 
it up and began trying 
to go through it. Officer 
retrieved his phone and 
offender was told sev-
eral times to have a seat 
and refused. Offender 
was explained how to 
take the test and stat-
ed she understood then 
became upset and start-
ed crying. She then pro-
ceeded to speak to offi-
cer about being told how 
he was before she moved 
down here and began 
asking about how much 
he made off of her DUI. 
Offender was transport-
ed to EmCo Jail.

Officer observed a 
vehicle fail to stop at 
the stop sign, at which 
time he initiated a traffic 
stop. Officer asked the 
driver for his license and 
insurance and he stat-
ed his license were at 
home and he was unsure 
where the insurance 
card was. Officer asked 
the driver for his name 
and DOB and noticed 
sweat starting to bead 
up on offender’s fore-
head while being parked 
in the shade. The driv-
er was hesitant on giv-
ing his info. After run-
ning offender’s info, it 
was determined that 
he had revoked license. 
Offender was transport-
ed to EmCo Jail. While 
enroute, officer was 
called and stated the 
driver asked if he could 
get in trouble for lying 
about his name and DOB 
and was asked if he lied. 
Offender then stated his 
real name and DOB and 
his license are suspend-
ed.

911 dispatched offi-
cers to Center St. for 

an unwanted person. 
Complainant stated she 
was being harassed by 
her sister who keeps 
going over kicking her 
door. C/p was advised 
of the TPO process.

October 21
Officer was dispatched 

to WalMart parking lot 
where complainant stat-
ed someone had taken 
$158 from his EBT card 
and needed a report to 
be refunded.

Officer responded to 
Lewis St. for damaged 
property. Complainant 
stated her vehicle 
received damage during 
the hurricane.

Officer spoke with 
complainant who stat-
ed someone from 
Philadelphia cleaned 
out his EBT account and 
needed a report to be 
refunded.

Officer responded to 
WalMart for shoplifting. 
Offenders skip scanned 
$121.35 in merchandise. 
Both were trespassed 
for two years. Both were 
transported to EmCo 
Jail.

Officer observed 
a vehicle with no tail-
lights, at which time 
he in initiated a traffic 
stop. Upon making con-
tact with the driver, offi-
cer noticed the driver’s 
license were suspended, 
the tag was suspended, 
and the vehicle had no 
insurance.

October 22
Officer took a walk-

in report where com-
plainant stated a FedEx 
driver damaged her 
mailbox on W. Moring 
St.

Offender was found to 
have cocaine on his per-
son and was transported 
to EmCo Jail.

Offender was trans-
ported to EmCo Jail for 
driving with no insur-
ance.

Officers were dis-
patched to Mist St. in 
reference to a vehicle 
in complainant’s drive-
way. Officer made con-
tact with the driver and 
could smell a strong odor 
of alcoholic beverage 
coming from the vehi-
cle. Offender’s eyes were 
glazed and halfway shut 
and officer had a hard 
time understanding him 
at times. Offender was 
placed under arrest for 
suspicion of driving 
under the influence and 
transported to EmCo 
Jail.

Officers were dis-
patched to Oaklawn 
Dr. in reference to an 
unknown person hitting 
one of complainant’s 

brick columns, causing 
it to fall completely over.

Off icer  was 
approached by a male 
and female that request-
ed to file a report for 
harassment. Male sub-
ject quit his lawn job 
and told his boss he was 
done working for him 
and he went to anoth-
er location under the 
employment of someone 
else and his ex-boss went 
to the location and start-
ed to get very loud with 
the male subject and 
made threats towards 
him. Officer made con-
tact with offender who 
stated he did go to the 
location and stated he 
did cuss complainant 
but did not threaten him.

October 23
Complainant stated 

he noticed fraudulent 
activity on his debit card 
totaling $939.86.

Officer spoke with 
complainant who stated 
while she attempted to 
use her EBT card, it was 
declined. C/p stated she 
called customer service 
to find three transactions 
had been made that she 
did not approve. C/p 
stated prior to the sus-
picious transactions, she 
used her card at WalMart 
and the worker told her 
that the card was not 
working and request-
ed to hold the card and 
began writing something 
down. C/p feels like the 
worker possibly wrote 
down her card number 
and used it.

Officer was dispatched 
to S. Main St. in refer-
ence to a male subject 
walking around vehi-
cles asking for money. 
Officer approached the 
male subject and could 
smell alcoholic beverage 
coming from his person. 
Offender was transport-
ed to EmCo Jail.

Officer was dispatched 
to Murphy’s in reference 
to an unwanted per-
son. Complainant stated 
when she leaves, offend-
er goes to the front of 
the counter and begins 
cursing at other employ-
ees and customers. C/p 
went to tell offender 
to leave and she began 
cussing her. Offender 
was sitting in a camping 
chair on a grassy area 
just behind Murphy’s 
and was issued a crim-
inal trespass from the 
premises.

Officer was dispatched 
to Mist ST. in reference 
to a bulldog being stuck 
under a vehicle. AC1 
took custody of the dog 
due to the owner being 
unknown.

Swainsboro Police Reports

Jail Report
The following persons 

have been booked into 
Emanuel County Jail, 
according to Emanuel 
County Sheriff Jeffrey 
Brewer, on warrants 
obtained by one of sever-
al local law enforcement 
agencies, designated by 
each name: Drug Task 
Force (DTF); Georgia 
Bureau of Investigation 
(GBI) ;  Georgia 
Department of Pardons 
and Parole (GAPP); 
Georgia State Patrol 
(GSP); Emanuel County 
Sheriff’s Office (ECSO); 
Swainsboro Police Dept. 
(SPD); Stillmore Police 
Dept. (SMPD); Twin 
City Police Department 
(TCPD); Garfield Police 
Dept. (GPD); Adrian 
Police Dept. (APD); 
Child Support Recovery 
Unit (CSRU); Intensive 
Probation Service (IPS); 
Probation Office (PROB); 

or East Georgia State 
College (EGSC).

Steve Wayne Alger, 
53, arrested 10/22/24; 
Bench warrant – felony/
Sentence to State; ECSO

Zonnie Nichelle 
Beasley, 29, arrested 
10/27/24; Probation 
violation/Hold for 
Toombs Co.; OPPD

James Louis Brooks, 
44, arrested 10/22/24; 
Possession of cocaine; 
SPD

Taylor Bianca Collins, 
23, arrested 10/23/24; 
Criminal trespass; EGSC

Otis Lee Davis, 60, 
arrested 10/22/24; Hold 
for Johnson Co.; SPD

Trenton Lamar 
Dishmond, 23, arrested 
10/22/24; DUI less safe 
– alcohol; GSP

Susan L. Dodd, 51, 
arrested 10/27/24; 
Failure to maintain 
lane/Open container/

DUI less safe – alcohol; 
GSP

Michael Shawn 
Durden, 47, arrested 
10/23/24; Public drunk; 
SPD

Amanda Virginia 
Harden, 45, arrested 
10/21/24; Possession 
and use of drug relat-
ed objects/Probation 
violation – felony/False 
statements or writings, 
conceal facts or fraud-
ulent documents in 
matters of government; 
ECSO

Heather Lynn Henry, 
44, arrested 10/22/24; 
Probation violation; SPD

Jimmy Leon Henry, 
71, arrested 10/21/24; 
Concealing the death 
of another/Possession 
and use of drug relat-
ed objects/Possession of 
meth; ECSO

David Hood, 47, 
arrested 10/25/24; 

Housed for Johnson Co.; 
ECSO

Howard Hudson, 
56, arrested 10/22/24; 
Possession and use of 
drug related objects; 
SPD

Robert Allen Johnson, 
40, arrested 10/22/24; 
Child support lockup 
order (x2); ECSO

Matthew Henry Joiner, 
37, arrested 10/28/24; 
DUI less safe – alcohol/
Speeding/Open con-
tainer; SPD

Tiffany Anita Lane, 34, 
arrested 10/26/24; DUI 
less safe – alcohol; SPD

Alesia Vantalice 
Marshall, 35, arrested 
10/21/24; Court order; 
ECSO

Tosha Nicole Roach, 
40, arrested 10/24/24; 
Hold for Seminole Co.; 
ECSO

Alonzo Neal Roberts, 
36, arrested 10/23/24; 

Possess of marijuana 
less than ounce/Giving 
or possessing liquor, 
drugs, weapons, etc. 
by an inmate without 
consent of warden (x2); 
ECSO

Thomas Michael 
Rouse, 46, arrested 
10/22/24; Hold for 
Hinesville; SPD

Christopher Robin 
Samples, 41, arrested 
10/27/24; Driving while 
license suspended/
revoked; SPD

Caleb Joseph Schott, 
30, arrested 10/21/24; 
Theft by shoplifting; 
SPD

Curtis Lee Sims, 61, 
arrested 10/22/24; 
License: Felony with a 
vehicle/Possession of 
schedule I controlled 
substance/Possession 
and use of drug relat-
ed objects/Possession of 
cocaine; SPD

Alvin Claymont 
Spence, 49, arrested 
10/21/24; Theft by tak-
ing – felony; ECSO

Charlie Frank 
Stephens, 52, arrest-
ed 10/21/24; DUI less 
safe – alcohol/Failure 
to obey traffic control 
device/Tire require-
ments; GSP

Verlon Wadley, 48, 
arrested 10/22/24; DUI 
less safe – alcohol; SPD

Jacqueil Kameran 
Watson, 31, arrested 
10/26/24; Tag lights 
required/DUI less safe 
– alcohol; GSP

Scott Allan Williams, 
43, arrested 10/25/24; 
Theft by taking – felony; 
ECSO

Hunter Dane 
Wombolt, 32, arrested 
10/25/24; Improper 
stopping on roadway/
DUI less safe – alcohol; 
ECSO
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According to the 
Emanuel County Sheriff’s 
Office…

October 17
Complainant stated 

she received a text that 
appeared to have come 
from her banks, so she 
clicked on the link and 
logged into her account. 
Unknown suspect took 
$240 from one account 
and $300 from another 
account. Accounts are at 
Citizens Bank and Truist 
Bank.

October 21
Deputy observed a 

possible broken-down 
vehicle sitting at the 
stop sign and upon 
making contact, he dis-
covered the vehicle was 
unattended. A Citizen 
parked at a nearby busi-
ness advised an older 
male got out and left in 
another vehicle. Deputy 
then called the listed 
number attached to the 
vehicle with no contact. 
Deputy went to the reg-

istered owner’s address 
and made contact with 
a subject that stated his 
father is the driver and 
it randomly runs out of 
gas. Deputy then wait-
ed almost 20 minutes for 
anyone to arrive to get 
the vehicle out the road-
way as it was impeding 
traffic and causing traffic 
to back up. Deputy then 
requested a tow and 
vehicle was removed.

Victim states while he 
was in NC, his neighbors 

dogs killed his chick-
ens. Victim stated he 
has cameras and would 
check them.

October 22
Victim states she rents 

from offender, and he 
has been harassing her 
about moving out and 
threatened to burn her 
out. The trailer was 
damaged during the 
hurricane and offender 
hasn’t’ fixed it.

October 24
Complainant stated 

she was traveling on Kite 
Hwy and the vehicle in 
front of her had an unse-
cured load and debris 
fell from the vehicle and 
she struck it, causing 
moderate damage to her 
vehicle. Vehicle in front 
of her continued driving.

Complainant went 
to ECSO to report she 
ordered her tag through 
the mail, and she never 
received it.

Deputy was dis-

patched to US 1 in refer-
ence to a damaged tire on 
a vehicle. Complainant 
stated she ran over an 
unknown item in the 
road causing her tire to 
go flat.

October 25
Investigators execut-

ed an arrest warrant for 
Oak Park PD. Offender 
was taken into custo-
dy and transported to 
EmCo Jail.

Sheriff’s Reports

Six sentenced in Superior Court
The following occurred 

during the Emanuel 
County Superior Court 
July 2024 term:

Dominique Butler, 
repeat offender, negoti-
ated a guilty-alford plea 
on one count aggravated 
assault. He was fined $50 
with 25 years, 10 years 
to serve, bal. prob; one 
count possession of fire-
arm/knife during com-
mission of crime with 5 
years probation to run 
consecutive with count 
one; one count posses-
sion of meth with 3 years 
to serve to run concur-
rent with count one; one 
count possession of mar-
ijuana less than ounce 
with 12 months to serve 
to run concurrent with 
counts one and three; 
one count possession 
of drug related objects 
with 12 months to serve 
to run concurrent with 
counts one and three; 
one count possession 
of drug related objects 
with 12 months to serve 
to run concurrent with 
counts one and three. 
Defendant is sentenced 
for a total of 25 years, 
with the first 10 years to 
be served in confinement 
and the remainder to be 
served on probation. 
Defendant is to receive 
credit for time served in 
custody as determined 
by the custodian. The 
above sentence may be 
served on probation 
provided the defendant 
shall comply with the 
Conditions of Probation 
imposed by the Court 
as part of this sentence. 
Upon service of 10 years, 
the remainder of the sen-
tence may be served on 
probation; PROVIDED, 
that the defendant shall 
comply with the con-
ditions of probation 
imposed by the Court 
as part of this sentence. 
The Court sentences the 
defendant as a recidivist 
under O.C.G.A. § 17-10-
7(a).

Kyle Edenfield, 
repeat offender, negoti-
ated a guilty-alford plea 
on one count burglary 
– 2nd degree. He received 
5 years probation, 
complete the way up. 
Defendant is sentenced 
for a total of 5 years to 
be served on probation. 
The above sentence may 
be served on probation 
provided the defendant 
shall comply with the 
Conditions of Probation 
imposed by the Court 
as part of this sentence. 
The Court sentences the 
defendant as a recidivist 
under O.C.G.A. § 17-10-
7(a).

Paul Reinberg, repeat 
offender, negotiated 
a guilty plea on one 
count financial transac-
tion card fraud with 2 
years to serve; one count 
financial transaction 
card fraud with 2 years, 
1 year to serve, bal. prob. 

to run consecutive with 
count one; one count 
financial transaction card 
fraud. He was fined $50 
with 2 years probation 
to run consecutive with 
count two. Defendant is 
sentenced for a total of 
6 years, with the first 
3 years to be served in 
confinement and the 
remainder to be served 
on probation. Defendant 
is to receive credit for 
time served in custody 
as determined by the 
custodian. The above 
sentence may be served 
on probation provided 
the defendant shall com-
ply with the Conditions 
of Probation imposed by 
the Court as part of this 
sentence. Upon service 
of 3 years, the remain-
der of the sentence may 
be served on probation; 
PROVIDED, that the 
defendant shall com-
ply with the conditions 
of probation imposed 
by the Court as part of 
this sentence. The Court 
sentences the defendant 
as a recidivist under 
O.C.G.A. § 17-10-7(a).

Paul Reinberg, repeat 
offender, negotiated a 
guilty plea on one count 
criminal attempt to com-
mit financial transaction 
card fraud. He one year 
to serve. Defendant is 
sentenced for a total of 
1 year. Defendant is to 
receive credit for time 
served in custody as 
determined by the cus-
todian. The Court sen-
tences the defendant 
as a recidivist under 
O.C.G.A. § 17-10-7(a).

The following occurred 
during the Emanuel 
County Superior Court 
October 2024 term:

Larry Corley, repeat 
offender, negotiated a 
guilty-alford plea on one 
count trafficking meth. 
He was fined $1,000 

with 30 years, 10 years 
to serve, bal. prob; one 
count possession of mar-
ijuana less than an ounce 
with 12 months to serve 
to run concurrent with 
count one. Defendant is 
sentenced for a total of 
30 years, with the first 
10 years to be served 
in confinement and the 
remainder to be served 
on probation. The above 
sentence may be served 
on probation provided 
the defendant shall com-
ply with the Conditions 
of Probation imposed by 
the Court as part of this 
sentence. Upon service 
of 10 years, the remain-
der of the sentence may 
be served on probation; 
PROVIDED, that the 
defendant shall com-
ply with the conditions 
of probation imposed 
by the Court as part of 
this sentence. The Court 
sentences the defendant 
as a recidivist under 
O.C.G.A. § 17-10-7(a).

Thomas Self, repeat 
offender, negotiated 
a guilty-alford plea on 
one count possession 
of meth with intent. He 
was fined $500 with 30 
years, 3 to serve, bal. 
prob. Defendant is sen-
tenced for a total of 30 
years, with the first 3 
years to be served in 
confinement and the 
remainder to be served 
on probation. Defendant 
is to receive credit for 
time served in custody 
as determined by the 
custodian. The above 
sentence may be served 
on probation provided 
the defendant shall com-
ply with the Conditions 
of Probation imposed by 
the Court as part of this 
sentence. Upon service 
of 3 years, the remain-
der of the sentence may 
be served on probation; 
PROVIDED, that the 

defendant shall com-
ply with the conditions 
of probation imposed 
by the Court as part of 
this sentence. The Court 
sentences the defendant 
as a recidivist under 
O.C.G.A. § 17-10-7(a).

Thomas Self, repeat 
offender, negotiated 
a guilty-alford plea on 
one count possession 
of meth with intent. He 
was fined $500 with 30 
years, 3 to serve, bal. 
prob. Defendant is sen-
tenced for a total of 30 
years, with the first 3 
years to be served in 
confinement and the 
remainder to be served 
on probation. Defendant 
is to receive credit for 
time served in custody 
as determined by the 
custodian. The above 
sentence may be served 
on probation provided 
the defendant shall com-
ply with the Conditions 
of Probation imposed by 
the Court as part of this 
sentence. Upon service 
of 3 years, the remain-
der of the sentence may 
be served on probation; 
PROVIDED, that the 
defendant shall com-
ply with the conditions 
of probation imposed 
by the Court as part of 
this sentence. The Court 
sentences the defendant 
as a recidivist under 
O.C.G.A. § 17-10-7(a).

Thomas Self, repeat 
offender, negotiated a 
guilty-alford plea on one 
count theft by taking. 
He was fined $50 with 
5 years, 3 years to serve, 
bal. prob.; one count theft 
by taking with 5 years 
probation to run con-
secutive with count one; 
one count theft by taking 
with 5 years probation 
to run consecutive with 
count two. Defendant is 
sentenced for a total of 
15 years, with the first 

3 years to be served in 
confinement and the 
remainder to be served 
on probation. Defendant 
is to receive credit for 
time served in custody 
as determined by the 
custodian. The above 
sentence may be served 
on probation provided 
the defendant shall com-
ply with the Conditions 
of Probation imposed by 
the Court as part of this 
sentence. Upon service 
of 3 years, the remain-
der of the sentence may 
be served on probation; 
PROVIDED, that the 
defendant shall com-
ply with the conditions 
of probation imposed 
by the Court as part of 
this sentence. The Court 
sentences the defendant 
as a recidivist under 

O.C.G.A. § 17-10-7(a).
Jeremy Lane negotiat-

ed a guilty-alford plea 
on one count burglary 
in the 1st degree. He 
was fined $50 with 20 
years probation, enter 
and complete inpatient 
rehab; one count imper-
sonating an officer with 
5 years probation to run 
concurrent with count 
one. Defendant is sen-
tenced for a total of 20 
years to be served on 
probation. Defendant is 
to receive credit for time 
served in custody from 
11/20/21-10/16/24. The 
above sentence may be 
served on probation 
provided the defendant 
shall comply with the 
Conditions of Probation 
imposed by the Court as 
part of this sentence.
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IN THE PROBATE COURT OF 
EMANUEL COUNTY STATE OF 
GEORGIA
IN RE: ESTATE OF 
LESLIE ERIN HUTCHINSON, 
DECEASED
ESTATE NO. 24E0127
PETITION FOR LETTERS OF 
ADMINISTRATION NOTICE
TO: ALL INTERESTED PARTIES 
and to whom it may concern: 
LARRY S. HUTCHISON has peti-
tioned to be appointed admin-
istrator of the estate of LESLIE 
ERIN HUTCHISON deceased, of 
said county.  (The petitioner has 
also applied for waiver of bond, 
waiver of reports, waiver of state-
ments, and/or grant of certain 
powers contained in O.C.G.A. § 
53-12-261.)  All interested per-
sons are hereby notified to show 
cause why said petition should 
not be granted.  All objections to 
the petition must be in writing, 
setting forth the grounds of any 
such objections, and must be 
filed with the Court on or before 
November 4, 2024.  
BE NOTIFIED FURTHER: All 
objections to the petition must 
be in writing, setting forth the 
grounds of any such objections.  
All objections should be sworn to 
before a notary public or before 
a probate court clerk, and filing 
fees must be tendered with your 
objections, unless you qualify to 
file as an indigent party.  Contact 
probate court personnel for the 
required amount of filing fees.  If 
any objections are filed, a hearing 
will be scheduled at a later date.  
If no objections are filed, the 
petition may be granted without 
a hearing.
DON E. WILKES
Judge of the Probate Court
By: Alyson Abell
Clerk of the Probate Court
125 S. Main Street
Swainsboro, Ga. 30401
Address
(478) 237-7091
Telephone Number
|
IN THE PROBATE COURT OF 
EMANUEL COUNTY STATE OF 
GEORGIA
IN RE: ESTATE OF 
ROBERT WAYNE GULLEDGE, 
DECEASED
ESTATE NO. 24E0125
PETITION FOR LETTERS OF 
ADMINISTRATION NOTICE
TO: ALL INTERESTED PARTIES 
and to whom it may concern:
MELISSA GULLEDGE has peti-
tioned to be appointed adminis-
trator of the estate of ROBERT 
WAYNE GULLEDGE deceased, 
of said county.  (The petitioner 
has also applied for waiver of 
bond, waiver of reports, waiv-
er of statements, and/or grant 
of certain powers contained in 
O.C.G.A. § 53-12-261.)  All inter-
ested persons are hereby notified 
to show cause why said peti-
tion should not be granted.  All 
objections to the petition must 
be in writing, setting forth the 
grounds of any such objections, 
and must be filed with the Court 
on or before November 4, 2024.  
BE NOTIFIED FURTHER: All 
objections to the petition must 
be in writing, setting forth the 
grounds of any such objections.  
All objections should be sworn to 
before a notary public or before 
a probate court clerk, and filing 
fees must be tendered with your 
objections, unless you qualify to 
file as an indigent party.  Contact 
probate court personnel for the 
required amount of filing fees.  If 
any objections are filed, a hearing 
will be scheduled at a later date.  
If no objections are filed, the 
petition may be granted without 
a hearing.
DON E. WILKES
Judge of the Probate Court
By: Alyson Abell
Clerk of the Probate Court
125 S. Main Street
Swainsboro, Ga. 30401
Address
(478) 237-7091
Telephone Number
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IN THE PROBATE COURT OF 
EMANUEL COUNTY 
STATE OF GEORGIA
IN RE: ESTATE OF 
BILLY C. BRINSON SR., 
DECEASED
ESTATE NO. 24E0126
PETITION FOR LETTERS OF 
ADMINISTRATION NOTICE
TO: ALL INTERESTED PARTIES 
and to whom it may concern:
CAROLYN AMERSON 
BRINSON has petitioned to be 
appointed administrator of the 
estate of BILLY C. BRINSON SR. 
deceased, of said county.  (The 
petitioner has also applied for 
waiver of bond, waiver of reports, 
waiver of statements, and/or 
grant of certain powers contained 
in O.C.G.A. § 53-12-261.)  All 
interested persons are hereby 
notified to show cause why said 
petition should not be granted.  
All objections to the petition must 
be in writing, setting forth the 
grounds of any such objections, 
and must be filed with the Court 
on or before November 4, 2024.  
BE NOTIFIED FURTHER: All 
objections to the petition must 
be in writing, setting forth the 
grounds of any such objections.  
All objections should be sworn to 
before a notary public or before 
a probate court clerk, and filing 
fees must be tendered with your 
objections, unless you qualify to 
file as an indigent party.  Contact 
probate court personnel for the 
required amount of filing fees.  If 
any objections are filed, a hearing 
will be scheduled at a later date.  
If no objections are filed, the 
petition may be granted without 

a hearing.
DON E. WILKES
Judge of the Probate Court
By: Alyson Abell
Clerk of the Probate Court
125 S. Main Street
Swainsboro, Ga. 30401
Address
(478) 237-7091
Telephone Number
|
STATE OF GEORGIA COUNTY 
OF EMANUEL
IN RE: ESTATE OF PEGGY C. 
LANDAVERDE, DECEASED.
All creditors of the estate of Peggy 
C. Landaverde, deceased, late of 
Emanuel County, are hereby noti-
fied to render their demands to 
Richard M. McNeely, attorney for 
Santana Mincey, Administratrix of 
the Peggy C. Landaverde Estate, 
at    P. O. Box 767, Swainsboro, 
Georgia 30401, according to 
law, and all persons indebted 
to said estate are required to 
make immediate payment of any 
indebtedness due the estate.
This 24th day of September, 2024.
RICHARD M. MCNEELY,
Attorney for Santana Mincey
Administratrix of the Peggy C. 
Landaverde Estate
Richard M. McNeely, P.C.
P. O. Box 767
Swainsboro, Georgia 30401
(478) 237-4225
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STATE OF GEORGIA COUNTY 
OF EMANUEL
IN RE: ESTATE OF HELEN C. 
WOMACK, DECEASED.
All creditors of the estate of Helen 
C. Womack, deceased, late of 
Emanuel County, are hereby noti-
fied to render their demands to 
Richard M. McNeely, attorney for 
Eddie James (Jimmy) Womack, 
Jr., Executor of the Helen C. 
Womack Estate, at P. O. Box 
767, Swainsboro, Georgia 30401, 
according to law, and all per-
sons indebted to said estate are 
required to make immediate pay-
ment of any indebtedness due 
the estate.
This 26th day of September, 2024.
RICHARD M. MCNEELY,
Attorney for Eddie James 
(Jimmy) Womack, Jr., Executor 
of the 
 Helen C. Womack Estate
Richard M. McNeely, P.C.
P. O. Box 767
Swainsboro, Georgia 30401
(478) 237-4225
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NOTICE OF SALE UNDER 
POWER, EMANUEL COUNTY
Pursuant to the Power of Sale 
contained in a Security Deed 
given by Henry L. Glisson, Jr. to 
Mortgage Electronic Registration 
Systems, Inc., as grantee, as 
nominee for FIRST BANK 
MORTGAGE: a Division of First 
Bank of Georgia, its successors 
and assigns dated 3/12/2003 
and recorded in Deed Book 199 
Page 361 and modified at Deed 
Book 458 Page 595 Emanuel 
County, Georgia records; as last 
transferred to or acquired by US 
Bank Trust National Association, 
Not In Its Individual Capacity But 
Solely As Owner Trustee For 
VRMTG Asset Trust, conveying 
the after-described property to 
secure a Note in the original 
principal amount of $93,000.00, 
with interest at the rate specified 
therein, there will be sold by the 
undersigned at public outcry to 
the highest bidder for cash before 
the Courthouse door of Emanuel 
County, Georgia (or such other 
area as designated by Order 
of the Superior Court of said 
county), within the legal hours 
of sale on November 5, 2024 
(being the first Tuesday of said 
month unless said date falls on 
a Federal Holiday, in which case 
being the first Wednesday of said 
month), the following described 
property:
All that tract or parcel of land 
lying, situate and being in the City 
of Swainsboro, 53rd G.M. District 
of Emanuel County, Georgia, 
containing 5.01 acres, more or 
less, as shown on that particular 
plat of survey prepared by Walter 
K. Maupin, Surveyor, on February 
1, 1971, which is recorded in Plat 
Book 6, Page 143, of the records 
of the Office of Clerk, Emanuel 
Superior Court. Said plat by ref-
erence hereto is incorporated 
herein for a more full, complete 
and accurate description of said 
property. Said tract of land being 
bounded, now or formerly, as 
follows: North by lands of Jack E. 
Davis, Sr.; East and South by a 
50 foot road; and West by lands 
of Jack E. Davis, Sr.
The debt secured by said 
Security Deed has been and is 
hereby declared due because of, 
among other possible events of 
default, failure to pay the indebt-
edness as and when due and in 
the manner provided in the Note 
and Security Deed. The debt 
remaining in default, this sale 
will be made for the purpose of 
paying the same and all expens-
es of this sale, as provided in 
the Security Deed and by law, 
including attorney’s fees (notice 
of intent to collect attorney’s fees 
having been given).
Said property is commonly 
known as 213 New Turner Drive, 
Swainsboro, GA 30401 togeth-
er with all fixtures and personal 
property attached to and consti-
tuting a part of said property, if 
any. To the best knowledge and 
belief of the undersigned, the 
party (or parties) in possession 
of the subject property is (are): 
Henry L. Glisson, Jr. or tenant or 
tenants.
Fay Servicing, LLC is the entity or 
individual designated, who shall 
have full authority to negotiate, 

amend and modify all terms of 
the mortgage.
Fay Servicing, LLC P.O. Box 
814609 Dallas, TX 75381-4609 
1-800-495-7166
Note, however, that such entity or 
individual is not required by law 
to negotiate, amend or modify the 
terms of the loan.
Said property will be sold sub-
ject to: (a) any outstanding ad 
valorem taxes (including taxes 
which are a lien, but not yet due 
and payable), (b) unpaid water 
or sewage bills that constitute a 
lien against the property whether 
due and payable or not yet due 
and payable and which may not 
be of record, (c) the right of 
redemption of any taxing authori-
ty, (d) any matters which might be 
disclosed by an accurate survey 
and inspection of the property, 
and (e) any assessments, liens, 
encumbrances, zoning ordinanc-
es, restrictions, covenants, and 
matters of record superior to the 
Security Deed first set out above.
The sale will be conducted sub-
ject to (1) confirmation that the 
sale is not prohibited under the 
U.S. Bankruptcy Code; and (2) 
final confirmation and audit of the 
status of the loan with the holder 
of the Security Deed. Pursuant 
to O.C.G.A. Section 9-13-172.1, 
which allows for certain proce-
dures regarding the rescission of 
judicial and non-judicial sales in 
the State of Georgia, the Deed 
Under Power and other foreclo-
sure documents may not be pro-
vided until final confirmation and 
audit of the status of the loan as 
provided immediately above.
US Bank Trust National 
Association, Not In Its Individual 
Capacity But Solely As Owner 
Trustee For VRMTG Asset Trust 
as agent and Attorney in Fact for 
Henry L. Glisson, Jr.
Aldridge Pite, LLP, Six Piedmont 
Center, 3525 Piedmont Road, 
N.E., Suite 700, Atlanta, Georgia 
30305, (404) 994-7400.
1216-3290A
THIS LAW FIRM MAY BE ACTING 
AS A DEBT COLLECTOR 
ATTEMPTING TO COLLECT 
A DEBT. ANY INFORMATION 
OBTAINED WILL BE USED FOR 
THAT PURPOSE. 1216-3290A
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Notice of Sale Under Power 
State of Georgia, County of 
Emanuel. Under and by virtue 
of the Power of Sale contained 
in that certain Security Deed 
given by R&F Georgia Properties 
LLC (“Grantor”) to Newtek 
Small Business Finance LLC 
(“Grantee”), dated November 22, 
2019, and recorded December 
10, 2019 in Deed Book 489, Page 
452, Emanuel County, Georgia 
records (the “Security Deed”), 
conveying the after-described 
property to secure a Guaranty 
dated November 22, 2019 (the 
“Guaranty”) relating to a certain 
Note dated November 22, 2019 
in the original principal amount 
of $1,738,800.00 from Place 
Vendome Holding Co., Inc.  and 
308 Glenwood Associates LLC to 
Grantee (the “Note”), with interest 
at the rate specified therein, there 
will be sold by the undersigned 
at public outcry to the highest 
bidder for cash at the Emanuel 
County Courthouse within the 
legal hours of sale on the first 
Tuesday in March, 2024, the fol-
lowing described property: 
All that tract or parcel of land 
lying, situate, and being in the City 
of Swainsboro, 53rd G.M. District 
of Emanuel County, Georgia, 
fronting a distance of Three 
Hundred Eight and Seventy-two 
One-Hundredths (308.72) feet 
on the Southern side of East 
Main Street and containing Six 
and Thirty-Five One-Hundredths 
(6.35) acres as shown on plat of 
survey made by Aubrey E. Scott, 
Jr., Surveyor, dated June 8, 1982, 
and recorded in the Office of the 
Clerk, Emanuel Superior Court, 
in Plat Book 12, Page 176, to 
which reference is made as a 
part of this description. Said prop-
erty is bounded on the North by 
East Main Street, lands now or 
formerly belonging to Mrs. J.A. 
Garret and lands now or formerly 
belonging to Cuba Rowland; on
the south by Eastwood Estates 
Subdivision; and on the West by 
lands now or formerly belonging 
to D.F. Gilpin.
Being the same proper-
ty conveyed to R & F Georgia 
Properties LLC from Place 
Vendome Holding Co., Inc., a 
Nevada corporation, d/b/a R & 
F Marketing by Quitclaim Deed 
dated May 9, 2008 and recorded 
on June 6, 2008 in Book 311, 
Page 437.
A.P.N. S07-018
TOGETHER WITH ANY AND ALL 
of the following: (i) all buildings, 
structures and improvements 
now or hereafter located on the 
real property or any part or parcel 
thereof and all fixtures affixed or 
attached, actually or construc-
tively, thereto; (ii) all and singular 
the tenements, hereditaments, 
easements and appurtenances 
belonging thereunto or in any 
wise appertaining thereto and the 
reversion and reversions, remain-
der or remainders thereof; (iii) all 
Rents accruing therefrom, wheth-
er now or hereafter due; (iv) all 
accounts and contract rights now 
or hereafter arising in connection 
with any part or parcel thereof 
or any buildings, structures, or 
improvements now or hereafter 
located thereon, including with-
out limitation all accounts and 
contract rights in and to all leases 
or undertakings to lease now or 
hereafter affecting the land or any 
buildings, structures or improve-

ments thereon, (v) all minerals, 
flowers, crops, trees, timber, 
shrubbery and other emblements 
now or hereafter located thereon 
or thereunder or on or under any 
part or parcel thereof; (vi) all 
estates, rights, titles and interest 
therein, or in any part or par-
cel thereof; (vii) all equipment, 
machinery, apparatus, fittings, 
fixtures, furniture, furnishings, 
mobile homes, modular homes 
and all personal property of every 
kind or description whatsoever 
now or hereafter located thereon, 
or in or on the buildings, struc-
tures and improvements there-
on, and used in connection with 
the operation and maintenance 
thereof, and all additions thereto 
and replacements thereof; and 
(viii) all building materials, sup-
plies, goods and equipment deliv-
ered thereto and placed thereon 
for the purpose of being affixed 
to or installed or incorporated or 
otherwise used in the buildings, 
structures or other improvements 
now or hereafter located thereon 
or any part of parcel thereof.
The debt secured by said Security 
Deed has been and is hereby 
declared due because of, among 
other possible events of default, 
failure to pay the indebtedness as 
and when due and in the manner 
provided in the Note, Guaranty 
and Security Deed. Because the 
debt remains in default, this sale 
will be made for the purpose of 
paying the same and all expens-
es of this sale, as provided in 
the Security Deed and by law, 
including attorneys’ fees (notice 
of intent to collect attorneys’ 
fees having been given). Newtek 
Small Business Finance, LLC is 
the present holder of the Note, 
Guaranty and Security Deed. 
Newtek Small Business Finance, 
LLC is the entity with full authority 
to negotiate, amend, and modify 
all terms of the loan. Pursuant 
to O.C.G.A. 44-14-162.2, Newtek 
Small Business Finance, LLC 
may be contacted at: Newtek 
Small Business Finance, LLC, 
1981 Marcus Avenue, Suite 130, 
Lake Success, NY 11042. Please 
note that, pursuant to O.C.G.A. 
44-14-162.2, the secured creditor 
is not required to amend or mod-
ify the terms of the loan. To the 
best knowledge and belief of the 
undersigned, the party/parties in 
possession of the subject prop-
erty known as 610 East Main 
Street, Swainsboro, Georgia 
30401 is/are: R&F Georgia 
Properties LLC or tenant/tenants. 
Said property will be sold subject 
to (a) any outstanding ad valor-
em taxes (including taxes which 
are a lien, but not yet due and 
payable), (b) any matters which 
might be disclosed by an accu-
rate survey and inspection of the 
property, and (c) all matters of 
record superior to the Security 
Deed first set out above, includ-
ing, but not limited to, assess-
ments, liens, encumbrances, 
zoning ordinances, easements, 
restrictions, covenants, etc. The 
sale will be conducted subject 
to (1) confirmation that the sale 
is not prohibited under the U.S. 
Bankruptcy Code; and (2) final 
confirmation and audit of the sta-
tus of the loan with the holder 
of the security deed. Pursuant 
to O.C.G.A. Section 9-13-172.1, 
which allows for certain proce-
dures regarding the rescission of 
judicial and nonjudicial sales in 
the State of Georgia, the Deed 
Under Power and other foreclo-
sure documents may not be pro-
vided until final confirmation and 
audit of the status of the loan as 
provided in the preceding para-
graph. Newtek Small Business 
Finance, LLC as Attorney in Fact 
for R&F Georgia Properties LLC. 
THIS LAW FIRM IS ACTING 
AS A DEBT COLLECTOR 
ATTEMPTING TO COLLECT 
A DEBT. ANY INFORMATION 
OBTAINED WILL BE USED FOR 
THAT PURPOSE. ROBINSON 
FRANZMAN LLP, 191 Peachtree 
Street, N.E., Suite 2600, Atlanta, 
Georgia 30303 Telephone: (404) 
255-2503.
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IN THE PROBATE COURT OF 
EMANUEL COUNTY STATE OF 
GEORGIA
IN RE: ESTATE OF 
BILLY DAWSON, DECEASED
ESTATE NO. 24E0122
PETITION FOR LETTERS OF 
ADMINISTRATION NOTICE
TO: ALL INTERESTED PARTIES 
and to whom it may concern:
WILLIE J. DAWSON JR. has peti-
tioned to be appointed admin-
istrator of the estate of BILLY 
DAWSON deceased, of said 
county.  (The petitioner has also 
applied for waiver of bond, waiver 
of reports, waiver of statements, 
and/or grant of certain powers 
contained in O.C.G.A. § 53-12-
261.)  All interested persons are 
hereby notified to show cause 
why said petition should not be 
granted.  All objections to the 
petition must be in writing, setting 
forth the grounds of any such 
objections, and must be filed with 
the Court on or before November 
11, 2024.  
BE NOTIFIED FURTHER: All 
objections to the petition must 
be in writing, setting forth the 
grounds of any such objections.  
All objections should be sworn to 
before a notary public or before 
a probate court clerk, and filing 
fees must be tendered with your 
objections, unless you qualify to 
file as an indigent party.  Contact 
probate court personnel for the 
required amount of filing fees.  If 
any objections are filed, a hearing 
will be scheduled at a later date.  
If no objections are filed, the 

petition may be granted without 
a hearing.
DON E. WILKES
Judge of the Probate Court
By: Jeanie Hooks
Clerk of the Probate Court
P. O. Box 70
Swainsboro, Ga. 30401
Address
(478) 237-7091
Telephone Number
|
NOTICE TO DEBTORS AND 
CREDITORS GEORGIA, 
EMANUEL COUNTY
All creditors of the estate of Betty 
Jo Roundhead, decedent, late of 
Emanuel County, are hereby noti-
fied to render in their demands to 
Jerry N. Cadle, P.C., P.O. Box 68, 
Swainsboro, GA 30401 according 
to law, and all persons indebted 
to said estate are required to 
make immediate payment.
This 10th day of October, 2024.
Jessica Nicole Hillis and Juliann 
Marie Rainwater, Co- Executrixes 
of the Estate of Betty Jo 
Roundhead, decedent
Jerry N. Cadle, P.C.
P.O. Box 68
Swainsboro, GA 30401
|
SUMMARIES OF PROPOSED 
C O N S T I T U T I O N A L 
AMENDMENTS
Pursuant to requirements 
of the Georgia Constitution, 
Attorney General Christopher 
Carr, Secretary of State Brad 
Raffensperger, and Legislative 
Counsel Betsy Howerton hereby 
provide the summaries of the 
proposed constitutional amend-
ments that will appear on the 
November 5, 2024, general 
election ballot for consideration 
by the people of Georgia (short 
captions are those adopted by 
the Constitutional Amendments 
Publication Board):
-1 - Provides for a general law 
state-wide homestead exemp-
tion that may differentiate 
among political subdivisions.
House Resolution No. 1022
Ga. L. 2024, p. 1191
“(  )  YES
 (  )  NO  
Shall the Constitution of Georgia 
be amended so as to authorize 
the General Assembly to pro-
vide by general law for a state-
wide homestead exemption that 
serves to limit increases in the 
assessed value of homesteads, 
but which any county, consolidat-
ed government, municipality, or 
local school system may opt out 
of upon the completion of certain 
procedures?”
Summary
This proposal amends Article VII, 
Section II, Paragraph II of the 
Georgia Constitution to add a new 
subparagraph (a.1) to authorize 
the General Assembly to provide 
by general law for a state-wide 
uniform homestead exemption. 
The law may limit this exemption 
to different political subdivisions 
that do not already have existing 
homestead exemptions, and may 
provide for political subdivisions 
to opt out, or for future political 
subdivisions to opt in.
A copy of this entire proposed 
constitutional amendment is on 
file in the office of the judge of the 
probate court and is available for 
public inspection.
- 2 -
Provides for a state-wide 
Georgia Tax Court.
House Resolution No. 598
Ga. L. 2024, p. 1189
“(  )  YES
 (  )  NO  
Shall the Constitution of Georgia 
be amended so as to provide for 
the Georgia Tax Court to be vest-
ed with the judicial power of the 
state and to have venue, judges, 
and jurisdiction concurrent with 
superior courts?”
Summary
This proposal creates a state-
wide Georgia Tax Court with 
state-wide jurisdiction for use 
under certain circumstances.  It 
contains provisions relating to 
venue, jurisdiction, and pow-
ers of such court. It provides 
for appointment of Georgia Tax 
Court judges with qualifications to 
be provided by law, and for filling 
of vacancies.
A copy of this entire proposed 
constitutional amendment is on 
file in the office of the judge of the 
probate court and is available for 
public inspection.
SUMMARY OF PROPOSED 
STATE-WIDE REFERENDUM 
QUESTION
Pursuant to Code Section 21-2-4 
of the O.C.G.A., the Secretary 
of State is authorized to include 
with the summaries of proposed 
constitutional amendments sum-
maries of any state-wide referen-
dum questions to be voted on at 
the same general election:
- A -
Raises amount of tangible per-
sonal property tax exemption 
from $7,500.00 to $20,000.00.
House Bill No. 808
Act No. 581
Ga. L. 2024, p. 696
“(  )  YES
 (  )  NO  Do you approve the 
Act that increases an exemption 
from  property tax for all tangible 
personal property from $7,500.00 
to $20,000.00?”
Summary
This proposal raises the amount 
of tangible personal property 
tax exemption from $7,500.00 
to $20,000.00.  It amends Code 
Section 48-5-42.1 of the Official 
Code of Georgia Annotated in 
subsection (b).
If approved by a majority of the 
voters, the Act becomes effective 
on January 1, 2025, and applies 
to all tax years beginning on or 

after that date.
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NOTICE TO CREDITORS AND 
DEBTORS
All creditors of the estate of Shelia 
Diane Johnson Archie, decedent 
late of Emanuel County, State 
of Georgia, are hereby notified 
to render in their demands to 
the undersigned according to 
law and all persons indebted to 
said estate are required to make 
immediate payment to me.
This the 11th day of October, 
2024.
Alexandria Tunisha Miley, 
Administrator of the estate of 
Shelia Diane Johnson Archie, 
decedent.
877 Old Blundale Road Midville, 
GA. 30441
Address of Administrator
(478)206-8093
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NOTICE TO CREDITORS AND 
DEBTORS
All creditors of the estate of 
JOY R. BROWN, decedent 
late of Emanuel County, State 
of Georgia, are hereby notified 
to render in their demands to 
the undersigned according to 
law and all persons indebted to 
said estate are required to make 
immediate payment to me.
This the 15th day of October, 
2024.
S. LOWELL BOWEN, executor/
executrix of the estate of 
JOY R. BOWEN, decedent.
443 Pendleton Springs Road 
Lyons, Ga. 30436
Address of Executor/Executrix
(404)444-8311
Telephone
|
APPLICATION TO REGISTER A 
BUSINESS TO BE CONDUCTED 
UNDER A TRADE NAME
STATE OF GEORGIA COUNTY 
OF EMANUEL
The undersigned hereby certifies 
that it is conducting a business in 
the City of Swainsboro, County of 
Emanuel, State of Georgia under 
the name of: VIP Petcare and 
that the nature of the business 
is Veterinary Services and that 
said business is composed of the 
following: 
(Limited Liability) Business 
address: 
Community Veterinary Clinics, 
LLC 
230 E. Riverside Dr. 
Eagle, ID 83616 
This affidavit is made in com-
pliance with Georgia Code 
Annotated Title 10 Chapter 1 
Section 490.
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IN THE PROBATE COURT OF 
EMANUEL COUNTY STATE OF 
GEORGIA
IN RE: ESTATE OF 
GARY ALEXANDER MOSELEY, 
DECEASED
ESTATE NO. 24E0119
PETITION FOR LETTERS OF 
ADMINISTRATION NOTICE
TO: ALL INTERESTED PARTIES 
and to whom it may concern:
JAMES MALCOLM MOSELEY
has petitioned for to be appoint-
ed administrator of the estate of 
GARY ALEXANDER MOSELEY 
deceased, of said county.  (The 
petitioner has also applied for 
waiver of bond, waiver of reports, 
waiver of statements, and/or 
grant of certain powers contained 
in O.C.G.A. § 53-12-261.)  All 
interested persons are hereby 
notified to show cause why said 
petition should not be granted.  
All objections to the petition must 
be in writing, setting forth the 
grounds of any such objections, 
and must be filed with the Court 
on or before NOVEMBER 25, 
2024.  
BE NOTIFIED FURTHER: All 
objections to the petition must 
be in writing, setting forth the 
grounds of any such objections.  
All objections should be sworn to 
before a notary public or before 
a probate court clerk, and filing 
fees must be tendered with your 
objections, unless you qualify to 
file as an indigent party.  Contact 
probate court personnel for the 
required amount of filing fees.  If 
any objections are filed, a hearing 
will be scheduled at a later date.  
If no objections are filed, the 
petition may be granted without 
a hearing.
DON E. WILKES
Judge of the Probate Court
By: Jeanie Hooks
Clerk of the Probate Court
P. O. Box 70
Swainsboro, Ga. 30401
Address
(478) 237-7091
|
IN THE SUPERIOR COURT OF 
EMANUEL COUNTY STATE OF 
GEORGIA
In Re: Jessica Marie Wingate                
Civil Action File No. 24CV228
NOTICE OF PETITION TO 
CHANGE NAME
GEORGIA, Emanuel County
Notice is hereby given that 
Jessica Marie Wingate, the 
undersigned, files his petition to 
the Superior Court of Emanuel 
County, Georgia on the 21ST day 
of October, 2024, praying for a 
change in the name of petition-
er from Jessica Marie Wingate 
to Jessica Mari Bell. Notice is 
hereby given pursuant to law to 
any interested or affected party 
to appear in said Court and to file 
objections to such name change. 
Objections must be filed with said 
Court within 30 days of the filing 
of said petition.
This 21ST day of October, 2024
Jessica Wingate
Petitioner
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