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Council renews contracts

The monthly meeting Andrew Flowers and the beginning next week fol-

of the Swainsboro Mayor
and City Council was
held on Monday eve-
ning, October 7, 2024. In
addition to concerns and
discussion  surround-
ing the recent damage
throughout the city from
hurricane Helene a full
agenda of business was
slated. Following an
invocation from Pastor
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Pledge of Allegiance, the
minutes from a called
meeting on August
15, 2024, and a regular
meeting of September
9, 2024, were presented
and accepted. Under old
business, the Gumlog
gymnasium project was
discussed, and coun-
cil was advised that the
project would continue

}88.963.FIRE | www.southeastfbalarm.com
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lowing a delay caused
by the weather. Under
new business, council
discussed changing the
pension multiplier. A
motion was made and
approved to adopt the
change. Council next
discussed  amending
the new alcohol ordi-
nance. No action was
taken pending more dis-
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cussion on the closing
times for different days N@)tatrrelord
of the week. Next coun- Ngitt12u.! Page

cil discussed auditing Editorial Columns m6A

renewal of the stand-
ing arrangement with

Classified Listings
Legal Notices

Bloser, CPAs. Council
also reviewed the con-
tract with Jon Levis as
city attorney. The cur-
(Continued on page 2A)
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+ internet + technology + security

Residential smoke and
heat detection systems
to protect the people,
pets, and places that
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matter most.

What's Inside...

This spot
services and approved @R ITITS anm 58 could beyours.

Call Pam
Lanier, Deal, Proctor and today!

478.237.9971
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Monday - Thursday
8:30 a.m. -5 p.m.

(closed 12 p.m. - 1 p.m. for lunch)

EMANUEL FAMILY
MEDICAL CLINIC

305 KITE RD.
478-237-9928

Friday
8:30 a.m.-12 p.m.

Wounded Warriors Retreat
13th Annual Sportsman’s Banquet and Auction

Wounded Warrior Retreat, Inc. is a Georgia Non-Profit 501 C3 organization that gives
to Wounded Veterans and their family to enjoy the great outdoors.
Our Mission: ‘To make a difference in the lives of the wounded warriors by mentoring,
promoting, supporting and encouraging spiritual healing for wounded warriors and their families
while participants enjoy the many outdoor activities offered by the private hunting retreat’

The 13th annual event is hosted by the Swainsbhoro Rotary Club and the Emanuel County

Sportsman’s Club. The funds raised will go to support our country’s heroes at Wounded Warrior
Retreat retreats. This event will include social time, prime rib meal, with silent and live auctions.

e e s e e s e e

Event Sponsorshipsiarelavailablelat the follewmg Ievels

MEGA PLATINUM: $1,000 (50 Extra House Gun Tickets)
PLATINUM: $500 (25 Extra House Gun Tickets)

GOLD: $350 (10 Extra House Gun Tickets)

SILVER: $250 (5 Extra House Gun Tickets)

BRONZE: $200 (3 Extra House Gun Tickets)

Sponsors will receive a plaque and additional house
gun tickets for their generosity

We are also soliciting items for auction. If you have any item that
you would like to donate, please let us know as soon as possible.

|k@@”ﬂI§lr 223),, 240744} © BIVIS

Beaver Creek Plantation
3698 Hwy 80 East « Twin C|ty, GA 30471

admlssmn to'the\event one ticket for
éﬁ' rlme rlb dmner prepared by Beaver Creek.
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For more mformatlon'

Terry Reynolds at 478-494-3758 ¢ reynoldscableoffice@gmail.com
Richard Driggers at 912-290-1108 - driggersre@yahoo.com
Nick Kraus at 912-687-6781
Kurt Anderson at 678-614-0593

ALBRITTON TALKS ABOUT HER ART

Albritton draws crowd
to art show

Over a hundred guests
visited The Kalmanson
Gallery of Emanuel Arts
Council on Sept. 19th
for the opening of the
art exhibition featur-
ing artwork by Amber
Albritton. The recep-
tion was hosted by the
Emanuel Artists Guild.

“We were incredibly
pleased to see so many
local and out-of-town
guests in our gallery,”
said Jacquie Brasher,
executive director.
“Amber’s show was
definitely unique. It was
the first time we had an
RV as part of the exhi-
bition!” The RV, called
“The Boho Moto” was
parked outside the gal-
lery and on display for
all the guests to tour. The
vehicle featured one-of-
a-kind art pieces and

decorations.

For more photographs
of the exhibition, find
Emanuel Arts Council on
Facebook and Instagram.

The Emanuel Arts
Council, Inc. (EACQC) is a
501(c)3 nonprofit orga-
nization whose purpose
is to empower and grow
the community through
cultural programs in all
areas of the arts for the
general betterment and
benefit of the people of
Emanuel County and
surrounding areas. The
EAC is supported by the
City of Swainsboro, the
Swainsboro Downtown
Development Authority,
Swainsboro-Emanuel
County Chamber of
Commerce, and operates
through membership,
donations, fundraisers,
and grants.

Council renews contracts...

(From front page)

rent  twelve-month
contract with Levis
was renewed at a fee
of $75,000.00. Council
also approved main-
taining a contract for
groundskeeping with
Southern Landscape
at a yearly cost of
$192,000.00. Council
then discussed and
approved the 2025 bud-
get. The final agenda
item dealt with terms

of councilmembers. A
motion to change the

length of council terms
from the long-standing
four years to three years
was discussed. This
would require a change
in the City Charter, and
it was not clear as to
the final disposition of
the motion. The Blade
will report the result of
this action as soon as it
can be determined. At
this point, the regular
agenda was completed,
and council went into
executive session for
discussion of a contract
exemption.

K& R O Road Upholstery

Reb Heard
OWNER

359 Fairground Road

Swainsboro, GA
kandr6972@gmail.com

478-206-6600

UPHOLSTERY SERVICES OFFERED:
Boats * RVs * Motorcycles * Golf Carts
* 4 Wheelers * ATVs* Vehicles
* Some Small Household Furniture

The Forest-Blade

The Forest-Blade is pub-
lished weekly by Eman-
uel County Newspapers
Inc., 416 W. Moring
Street, Swainsboro, GA.
$1.00 per copy, $38 per
year in-county and $49
per year out-of-county.
POSTMASTER:  Send
POD Form 3579 to
Emanuel County News-
papers Inc., P.O. Box 938,
Swainsboro, GA 30401.
Telephone 478.237.9971.
Periodical Postage paid
at Swainsboro, GA 30401.
(USPS 204-840)
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FESTIVAL CANCELED NOTICE

DEA Fall Festival canceled

Due to the effects of Hurricane Helene on our community, the David Emanuel
Academy Fall Festival, scheduled for October 15, has been canceled.

City of Nunez under boil water notice

Please be advised that the City of Nunez is under a boil water notice due to the
well running dry. It is advised that you boil your water before drinking it, per
EPD regulations. City of Nunez will be collecting samples and sending them off
to reaffirm the water supply is safe to drink.

Durden Banking Company, Inc.
kicks off National Cybersecurity
Awareness Month

Durden Banking
Company, Inc has joined
the American Bankers
Association and banks
across the nation to pro-
mote an industry-wide
campaign educating con-
sumers about the per-
sistent threat of phishing
scams. The FTC estimates
that consumers lost $10 bil-
lion to phishing and other
fraud in 2023, an increase
of 13.6% compared to
2022. To combat phish-
ing, the award winning
#BanksNeverAskThat
campaign uses atten-
tion-grabbing humor and
other engaging content to
empower consumers to
identify bogus bank com-
munications asking for
sensitive information like
their passwords and social
security numbers.

DECE:

Name

“By impersonating a
bank, a scammer can steal
thousands of dollars with
just one text message,
phone call or email,” said
Paul Benda, senior vice
president, operational
risk and cybersecurity at
ABA. “With the strong
support of participating
banks like  Durden
Banking Company, Inc.
the #BanksNeverAskThat
campaign seeks to turn
the tables by arming
consumers with the
information they need to
outsmart the scammers
and protect their money.”

Durden Banking
Company, Inc. along
with banks from across
the U.S., will join forc-
es with ABA to kick off
this year’s updated cam-
paign on Oct. 1 to mark

| l /
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the beginning of National
Cybersecurity Awareness
Month. Because cyber-
security education and
fraud awareness can often
be dull and forgettable
to many consumers, the
#BanksNeverAskThat
campaign is designed to
be bright and bold with a
bit of comedy.

“Would you rather
give up sugar or salt?”,
one of the campaign’s
social media posts asks
users. “Banks texting you
about sweet vs savory
would be just as weird
as banks texting you
a link to login, ‘cause
#BanksNeverAskThat.”

For more information
about phishing scams and
how to stop fraudsters in
their tracks, visit www.
BanksNever AskThat.com.

Address

City

State

Zip

SPONSORSHIP LEVELS

PRICE

QUANTITY

TOTAL

Individual - 1 wreath

$17.00

Family - 4 wreaths

$68.00

Small Business - 10 wreaths

$170.00

Corporate - 100 wreaths

$1,700.00

Wreaths will arrive in Swainsboro several days prior to December 14th. Please let us know
who will pick up your wreath(s) and their contact information or if you wish for your
wreath(s) to be placed by volunteers (In Emanuel County ONLY)

— My wreath will be picked up by

Phone number

—I would like for volunteers to place my wreath(s)

Checks should be made payable to Gov. David Emanuel- Adam Brinson
Chapter DAR. Please return completed form to:
Jane Durden, P.O. Box 478, Swainsboro, GA 30401-0478

If you know a veteran buried in Emanuel County or would like for your wreath to be
placed on a specific veteran’s grave in Emanuel County, please complete the form below.

Name of Veteran

Branch, Rank and Dates Served

Name and Location of Cemetery

Location of Grave in Cemetery

(As Displayed on Headstone or Marker)

(Name or Google Maps Coordinates)

(If Swainsboro City Cemetery, must have Correct Section)

This project is being sponsored by the Monday Morning Veterans Breakfast Club,
Franklin Memorial Library, Mill Creek Foundation, Governor David
Emanuel-Adam Brinson Chapter Daughters of the American Revolution,
Wiregrass Chapters Sons of the American Revolution and donations from individuals.

REMEMBER ~ HONOR ~ TEACH

Wreaths Across America is a 501¢(3) organization. Contributions are tax deductible
to the fullest extent of the law. You should always consult a tax professional.

—We
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to ever

who has helped our campus, students, faculty
and staff after Hurricane Helene.

East Georgia State College is so
thankful there were no injuries on
campus, and the students who were on
campus were safely relocated to
Georgia Southern University.
Thank you, GSU!!

EGSC faculty, staff, and community
members have been back on campus
helping clean up and get the campus

iNn better shape so everyone can be

welcomed back.

A big thank you to the Swainsboro
Kiwanis Club who presented EGSC with
a check, the company who saved the
day on powering up Dining Services'’
generators, the IT team who worked on
getting connectivity restored, Dave and
Melvin and Coach Jeff who assisted
with things, and faculty and staff who
assisted on campus!

Dr. David Schecter
EGSC President

East Georgia

STATE COLLEGE"®

www.ega.edu
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Mildred Wilson, 86

A Great Place for Seniors!
Swainsboro Presbterian Apartments

310 Mary Ann Street = Swainsboro,GA
478.237.3511

= Low rents that include basic utilities

» 1 & 2 Bedroom Apartments

= Full Kitchens and Baths

= Central A/C & Heat

= Must be 62

EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY

Perfected LOve

Nehemiah 8:10
for the joy of the Lord is your strength.

Sunday School 9:45 am
Sunday Morning Worship 10:45 am

Sunday Night 6:00 pm
Wednesday 7:00 pm
Pastor Dean Martin I  (478) 237-4598

1127 Hwy 80 East
www.perfectedlove.com g aisbore, GA 30401

JOY OF THE LORD
IS MY STRENGTH

Mon-Friday 8:00am-5:00pm
Saturday 8:30am-12:00pm

Full Service Pharmacy

» Drive-thru Service - Free In-Town Delivery
» Accepts All Insurance - Friendly Knowledgable Staff
» Free Health Screens

Shop Rite

PHARMAC

& Gifts
Mon - Fri 8:00- 5 - Sat 8:30 - 12 « Closed Sun
605 W Main St - Swainsboro 478.237.7032

Puneml Planmng?

Cremation~Traditional Funeral
Cemetery Property~Funeral
Costs~Celebration of Life

We are only one CALL away to help you
plan and provide a lasting memorial
for your loved one.

@@é[qﬂﬂmﬂ Q%(/wmf L%/w

AND CREMATORY SERVICE

“Committed to Serve our Family and Friends”
427 North Main Street, Swainsboro * 478-237-3800

You’re Invited to Attend

First Methodist
of Swainsboro
319 W. Main St.
237-7535

Rev. David Unkles, Pastor

Sunday Morning Services are Broadcast
by WXRS 100.5 FM at 11:00 A.M.

SUNDAY

9:00 AM - Contemporary Service
10:00 AM - Sunday School

11:00 AM - Traditional Service
5:00 PM -Jr. & Sr. MYF

6:00 PM - Evening Worship

WEDNESDAY NIGHT
5:30 PM - Bible Study

6:30 PM - Family Dinner

7:00 PM - Chancel Choir

PLEASE JOIN US!

Mrs. Mildred
H. Wilson, 86, of
Swainsboro, = passed

away Friday, September
27, 2024, at The Oaks
- Bethany in Vidalia
following an extend-
ed illness. Funeral ser-
vices were held Sunday,
October 6, at 3 p.m.
at Mt. Shady Baptist
Church with Reverend
Rusty Moore officiat-
ing. Interment followed
at Eastbrook Cemetery
and Mausoleum. The
family received friends
Saturday, October 5, from
5 to 7 p.m. at Chapman
Funeral Home.
Pallbearers were
Derrick Wilson, Michael
Wilson, Cody Hopkins,

Matt Murry, Shawn
Hooks, and Jeremy
Parrish.

Mildred was born July
22, 1938, in Swainsboro,
to the late Robert Henry
and Marie Hadden
Henry.

Momma was a God-
fearing woman. She did
not believe in doing any-
thing on Sundays except
rest and going to church.
She might fix a bite to
eat on Sunday but that
was the extent of it. She
always made sure that
we were dressed appro-
priately for church,
dress, pantyhose and if
it was cold we wore a
shawl. She was a sim-
ple woman. She loved
working in her flowers
and could grow any-
thing. She had a huge
green thumb when it
came to her flowers. I
can remember in the eve-
nings after she got off
work from Miami-Carey
and we had supper, she
would go in the yard
and water her flowers
or repot some. This is
the time that Momma
seemed to be at her most
peaceful. Momma also
enjoyed sewing, cro-
cheting, and painting.
She did some beautiful
paintings, but she also
would make our clothes
when we were small. She
would crochet blankets,
and I think every one
of us has something that
she crocheted. She would
do a beautiful stitch on
doilies, tablecloths, and
pillowcases.

Momma was a simple
woman but a very tal-
ented woman. One thing
Momma didn’t tolerate
was being sassed back
at. Believe me she would
pop the fire out of you.
Being it mouth, arm,
back...didn’t matter to
Momma if you talked
back. One pop and you
did not do it anymore.
Now let us talk about
what momma didn’t like
to do..COOK for some-
body that could cook
as good as she could,
she didn’t want to. She

. could cook some of the
| best cakes
- and oh my goodness,

and pies,

her turkey and dress-
ing at Thanksgiving and
Christmas was the best.
She could make one of
the very best fruitcakes
I've ever had. I have
never tasted another one
like Momma’s and never
will.

There is one thing that
Momma did that she
never quit doing and that
was pray for her family.
She would write prayers
in notebooks or her Bible
or whatever she had on
hand at the time. She
believed in the power
of prayer. She would
mention each one of us
by name in her prayers.
After we were all grown

WILSON

with families of our own,
Momma started giving
us porcelain angels for
Christmas, each family
received an angel. It was
a few years later that one
of us found out that she
had written prayers and
put them up in the bot-
tom of the angels. I cried
the day I found my first
one, it was a sign of a
Momma’s love. In the
early eighties Momma
received her GED and
went on to cosmetolo-
gy school. Once finished
she opened a shop in
the back of our house
called Mildred’s Cuts
and Perms. Now let me
tell you when Momma
put you in a perm, she
meant for it to stay. She
would roll those curlers
so tight that your eye-
brows would be at the
top of your forehead and
the corners of your eyes
would be pulled closer
to your ears. Your head
would be sore for a few
days, but that perm
stayed for a long, long
time.

Momma and Daddy
were married 56 years
when Daddy died.
Momma never spent
another night in their
house. The one they built
together and raised all
of us in. She never cared
to go back. It wasn’t but
a few years later that
Momma was diagnosed
with dementia. We saw
a side of our Momma
that was shocking. Little
by little it whittled away
at her until it finally
consumed her. I don't
think she ever lost the
ability to know who we
were, but it changed our
Momma. She was not the
woman who raised us.
Now Momma is walk-
ing those streets of gold,
there is no doubt in any
of our minds that our
Momma is in heaven.
Oh, but I would have
loved to see my daddy’s
face when she entered
those gates. Rest in peace
our dear sweet Momma,
your race is done, and
you can rest now. We
will be ok down here,
but you and Daddy can
keep an eye on us. If
we need to be popped
sometimes go ahead, it
will let us know ya’ll
are still watching over
us. Love you Momma!!
Mrs. Wilson is preceded
in death by her parents;
husband, Grable Wilson;
sister, Marcelle Sapp; and
brother, Grady Henry.

Mrs. Wilson is survived
by her son, Larry Wilson
(Debbie) of Swainsboro;
daughters, Ellen Akridge
(Charles) and Susan
Hopkins (Dennis), both
of Swainsboro; broth-
ers, Colon Henry (Jean)
and Robert Henry, ]Jr.,
both of Swainsboro; sis-
ters, Lucy Edenfield of
Swainsboro and Ann
Akridge (Garland), both
of Stillmore; nine grand-
children; 29 great-grand-
children; one great-great
grandson; several niec-
es, nephews and many
friends.

Chapman  Funeral
Home of Swainsboro
was in charge of arrange-
ments.

Evelyn Sconyers Patrick, 85

Tomlinson  Funeral
Home & Crematory
announces the death of
Mrs. Evelyn Sconyers
Patrick, age 85, of
Swainsboro, on Friday,
October 4, 2024, at her
residence surrounded by
family. Funeral services
were Sunday, October 6,
at3 p.m. in the Tomlinson
Funeral Home Chapel
with Rev. Mark Sweat
officiating and a Eulogy
by  David  Porter.
Entombment followed in
the Eastbrook Cemetery
and Mausoleum. Family
received friends during a
visitation one hour prior
to the time of services.

Pallbearers were LeRoy
Lane, Thomas Sconyers,
Steven Andrews, Brad
Riner, Ted Sconyers,
Chet Sconyers, Jared
Stubbs, Dan Johnson,
Abb Johnson and Austin
Meadows.  Honorary
escorts were Deacons
of Canoochee Baptist
Church and Adult Ladies
Sunday School Class.

Evelyn was born in
1938 in Emanuel County
to the late Earl Thomas
and Annie Lee Johnson
Sconyers. She was a 1956
graduate of Emanuel
County Institute. Evelyn
retired in 2013 from the
UGA Extension Emanuel
County 4-H as a program
assistant. She loved all
her students and spent
countless hours help-
ing them prepare for
various events. During
Evelyn’s time with
Emanuel County 4-H,
she received numerous
awards including the
4-H Foundation Leaders
Volunteer, 4-H Hall
of Fame in 2002, and
Employee of the year in
2005. She retired from
Argo Mills — Creston
after 38 years of dedicat-
ed service. In addition
to Evelyn’s careers, she
also directed numerous

PATRICK

local weddings. She was
a member of Canoochee
Baptist Church where
she served as church
clerk for many years, as
well as teaching Sunday
School Class. In addi-
tion to her parents, Mrs.
Patrick ss preceded in
death by her husband,
Edd L. Patrick; and
brothers, Edward R.
Sconyers and Thomas W.
“Tommy” Sconyers.

Mrs. Patrick is sur-
vived by her son, Clay
Patrick of Hartwell;
grandchildren, McKenna
Patrick and Wilson
Patrick; sisters, JoAnn
Lane of Canoochee, Betty
Jean Andrews (Eddie)
of Swainsboro, Glenda
S. Riner (William) of
Swainsboro; sister-in-
law, Angelia Sconyers
of Swainsboro; many
nieces and nephews;
ss well as her faithful
caregivers, Francis Lane,
Willette Brown, Elaine
Cummings, Tarnea
Brown, Fahneshia Coney
and Betty Jones, and
Hospice nurse, Ashley
Grimm.

The family invites
friends to make memo-
rial contributions to:
Canoochee Baptist
Church, c¢/o Wade
Johnson, 318 S. Main St.,
Swainsboro, GA 30401 or
Gideons if they so desire.

Tomlinson  Funeral
Home & Crematory
was in charge of funeral
arrangements.

Edward “Ed” Mack Claxton 70

Mr. Edward
Mack Claxton, age
70, died Saturday,
September 28, 2024,
at his home in Nevils.
Funeral service was
held
October 9, at 2 p.m. in
the funeral home chap-
el with Pastors James
Davis and Matt Kunkle
officiating. Interment
followed at Swainsboro
City Cemetery with
Pastor Vic Fordham offi-
ciating. Family received
visitors ~ Wednesday,
October 9, from 12 to 2
p-m. at Joiner-Anderson
Funeral Home in
Statesboro.

Pallbearers were B]J
Claxton, Josh Claxton,
Richard Claxton, Doug
Claxton, David Johnson

I/Edll

and Ryan Pepin.
Edward was born
June 28, 1954, in

Emanuel County, and
attended Swainsboro
High School. As a
young man, he farmed
the land wuntil 1982
when he turned his
dedication to timber
harvesting, and later
settling on timber haul-
ing. Volunteering at
Compassion Christian
Church and spending
time with his beloved
grandchildren  were
his life’s passions. Mr.
Claxton is preceded in
death by his parents,
Eddie James Claxton
and Mildred Overstreet
Claxton; brother, Eddie

Gene Claxton; and sis-
ters, Geraldine and
Shirley Claxton.

Wednesday, *

CLAXTON

Mr. Claxton is sur-
vived by his wife, Elaine
Perry Claxton; children,
Eddie Mack Claxton
(Christina),  Jeremy
Claxton (April) and
Kristal Claxton Knox
(Fred); bonus children,
Brad Smith (Barbie)
and Summer Peters
(Ryan); grandchil-
dren, Isabella Claxton,
Emma Claxton,
Monroe Claxton, Mack
Riley Knox, Johnny
Mack Knox, Maci
Ann Claxton, Andrew
Grizich, Matthew
Grizich, Zachary
Grizich, Izzy Smith
and Paxton Smith;
sister, Patsy Fields;
brothers, John Claxton
(Brenda), Bobby
Claxton (Melissa) and
Larry Claxton; as well
as many nieces and
nephews that he dearly
loved.

In lieu of flowers, the
family requests that
memorial contributions
be made to the charity
of your choice.

Joiner-Anderson

Funeral Home &
Crematory of Statesboro
was in charge of
arrangements.



Yvonne Ferebee Mosley, 88

Mrs. Yvonne Ferebee
Mosley, age 88, was
called from labor to
eternal rest on Friday,
September 13, 2024.
A Celebration of Life
and Legacy was held

Saturday, September
21, at 2 p.m. at Trinity
Missionary Baptist

Church with Pastor
Charles Wiggins offici-

ating.
Yvonne was born
August 11, 1936, in

South Mills, NC, to the
late Alfred and Thelma
McCoy Ferebee. She
attended public schools
in Camden County,
NC, and graduated
from Elizabeth City
State University earn-
ing a Bachelor of Arts in
Elementary Education.
Yvonne taught for a few
years in the public school
system of a small county
outside of Charleston,
SC. She was united in
marriage to Alven Wade
Mosley, and they shared
61 happy years of devo-
tion to each other. Soon

MOSLEY

after, she joined her hus-
band in Newark, NJ, and
was employed with the
Jersey City public school
system for many years.
Yvonne also taught in
Neptune, NJ for two
years. After retirement,
she and her husband
relocated to Swainsboro
where they enjoyed
many more happy years
together. Mts. Mosley is
preceded in death by her
parents; and four sisters.

Mrs. Mosley’s mem-
ories will be cherished
by her husband; nieces
nephews, other relatives
and friends.

Huey Steptoe, 81

Mr. Huey Steptoe, 81,
resident of Grovetown
and former longtime
resident of Swainsboro,
passed away Tuesday,
October 1, 2024, at
Doctor’s Hospital in
Augusta. Graveside ser-
vices will be held Friday,
October 11, at 11 a.m.
from Eastbrook Cemetery
with Reverend Andrew
Flowers officiating.

Huey was born March
27, 1943, in Meeks, to
the late Edward Steptoe
and Madie Price Steptoe.
He was a contractor
and master carpenter
and built houses all over
the area. Huey believed
in quality work. He was

a member of Eastwood
Church of God and served
the church as Finance
Chairman and Sunday
School Superintendent,
as well as many other
capacities over the years.

Survivors include his
wife, Martha Ann Steptoe;
son, William H. Steptoe
(Angela); brother, Dwell
Steptoe; two sisters, Jo
Newsome and Diane
McCorvey; two grand-
children, Renee Cousins
and Christopher Steptoe;
and six great-grandchil-
dren.

Tomlinson  Funeral
Home and Crematory of
Swainsboro is in charge
of arrangements.
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Sadie Mae Nobles, 84

Mrs. Imogene
McArthur Bramlitt, 78,
of Summertown, passed
away Thursday, October
3, 2024, at East Georgia
Regional Medical
Center. Funeral ser-
vice was held Sunday,
October 6, at 5 p.m. in
the chapel of Chapman
Funeral Home with
Brother Tom Alderman
officiating. Interment
followed in Swainsboro
City Cemetery. Family
received friends from
6 to 8 p.m. Saturday,
October 5, at Chapman
Funeral Home.

Pallbearers were Dusty
Screws, Wesley Hudson,
Nicky Drake, William
Roberson, Kevin Strange,
and Chris Wheeler.

Imogene was born on
November 12, 1945, in
Swainsboro, to the late
Willie Earnest McArthur
(W.E.) and Louella
Douglas McArthur. Her
hobbies were many,
including making grape-
vine wreaths, painting,
writing poems, draw-
ing pictures, working in
the yard and trying to
be kind to all she met.
Imogene enjoyed sit-
ting on her front porch
and talking to friends
and neighbors. As a
young lady, her family
always came first. Mrs.
Bramlitt was a believ-
er in Christ Jesus and
prayed constantly. She
was also a member of the

Imogene Bramlltt 78

BRAMLETT
United Primitive Baptist

Church. Mrs. Bramlitt
is preceded in death by
her parents; husband
of 42 years, James W.
Bramlitt; son, Timothy
W. Bramlitt; broth-
ers, Winfred Clifford
Grant, Charles W. Grant,
Douglas Grant and Ray
McArthur.

Mrs. Bramlitt is sur-
vived by her son, James
M. Bramlitt (Terry)
of Statesboro; grand-
son, Zach H. Bramlitt
of Summertown;
great-grandsons, Keaton
Bramlitt and Casey
Bramlitt; sister, Cheryl
Wheeler of Swainsboro;
several nieces, nephews,
and many friends.

The family wishes to
express their gratitude to
all of the medical staff
personal who had a part
in taking care of Mrs.
Imogene.

Chapman  Funeral
Home of Swainsboro
was in charge of arrange-
ments.

STC delays resumption
of classes

After reviewing the plans of various school sys-
tems, recognizing that many of our students are par-
ents, and assessing ongoing recovery efforts, STC has
made the decision to delay the resumption of classes
until Monday, October 14. At that time, we plan to
return to our regular hours and classes.

3rd Annual
Bluegrass Music
Festival Returning
to Swainshoro!

October 23, 24, 25,
26,&27,2024

J)  www.headinhomefest.com

A family festival & pickin’ party filled with great
bluegrass, camping, food, & fellowship!

4.;;_7:. e P
» The 3rd Annua

ALADIN HOg,,
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Family Bluegrass Festival

Held at the Georgia Sports Arena
1093 GA-56 S, Swainsboro, GA 30401

>

216 campsites=Bring.your RVls =1 i+
Children under 10 free, ages 10-15 half price!

Jamming « Restaurant - Vendors
Single-day & weekend tickets available

Call912-432-5885 for tickets!

Performing: Headin' Home (Host Band), The Kody Norris
Show, The Little Roy & Lizzy Show, The King James Boys,
Lorraine Jordan & Carolina Road, Backline, Daryl Mosley,
The Edgar Loudermilk Band, Line Creek, The Brothers Five,
Deano Graham & The Grass Wagon Revival, Open Stage

o

A great big ‘T HANK"**
volunteers, linemen, city,

Sadie Mae Nobles,
age 84, passed away
Tuesday, September 24,
2024. A Celebration of
Life was held Monday,
September 30, at 12 p.m.
at Mt. Zion Church in
Garfield.

Sadie Mae was born
September 14, 1940, in
Summertown, to the
late Samuel “Mutt” and
Cora Lockhart Jenkins.
She married Fletcher
Nobles on December 27,
1958, and they celebrat-
ed 65 years together.
Sadie was monumental
in raising and rearing
over 100 children which
included her won chil-
dren, grandchildren,
great-grandchildren
and neighborhood chil-
dren. Mrs. Nobles is
preceded in death by
her parents; tow infant
brothers; siblings, Rose,
Woodrow, Lottie Mae,
Walter, Agnes, James,
Leroy and Melrose; and
her godson, Willie.

Mrs. Nobles leaves
to cherish her mem-
ories with her hus-
band; daughters, Flora
(Mack) Cosby of Fort

NOBLES

Valley, Dora (Frank)
Williams of Swainsboro
and Angienell (Patrick)
Cuff of Dallas, TX; sons,
Louis (Eilene) Nobles of
Twin City, Isaac (Teresa)
Nobles of Swainsboro,
Kenneth (Laura)
Nobles of Columbus,
MI, Timothy Nobles of
Atlanta, Ted (Samantha)
Nobles of Graniteville,

SC and Minister
Benjamin (Cathy)
Nobles of Moultrie,

Eric (Valerie) Nobles of
Atlanta; 42 grandchil-
dren; 47 great-grand-
children; and a hosts of
nieces, nephews, other
relatives and friends.
Mosley’s  Funeral
Home was in charge of
arrangements.

SHS Class
of 1974 50th
Anniversary

class
reunion
postponed

Swainsboro High
School Class of 1974 /50th
Golden Anniversary for
October 11-12, 2024, has
been postponed.

N® L

Class of 74 Reunion

'BLESSED!

‘OU’ to all the

é,,ﬁfﬁmals

and employees, county officials and

employees, Swainsboro Police

Department and Emanuel County
Sher1ff Ofﬁce, durlng this dlfﬁml '

i .
Blessedlisitheimaniwho remains
tunder trial, for when
shas'stood the test he will receive
the'crown of life, which
promised to those who love him! —

o
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James 1:12
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God has

check out our website: www.customfurnitureflooring.com
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Editorials Columns

Stop and think

We took a journey last
week to an unfamiliar
land. It was not pleas-
ant, but in a way, it was
an instructive trip, and
it showed us some valu-
able, albeit difficult truths
about ourselves. Don’t
worry, I'm not going to
start preaching. After the
hard slap of reality this
area has endured, we
don’t need that kind of
preaching right now. We
have already asked our-
selves all the questions
concerning what, how,
and why we were vic-
tims of such a disastrous
event. We have taken the
brunt of the initial shock
we felt and dealt with
it. We have admitted that
we could have been better
prepared if we had any
idea it was going to be

this bad. Now, what is
needed is restoration and
recharging; recharging
of our mental and physi-
cal energy, restoration of
our damaged infrastruc-
ture, homes, and busi-
nesses, and maybe most
importantly, we need the
recharging of the human
spirit that must, and I am
sure will happen to put
lives back on track. The
unfamiliar land we unfor-
tunately discovered last
week is a place of depri-
vation that is without the
comforts and convenienc-
es we have, over time,
surrounded  ourselves
with. The journey was
perhaps a crash course
in the self-realization of
how much importance we
place on our own particu-
lar happiness, well-being

and satisfaction. Whether
you spent just a few days
in this unfamiliar, uncom-
fortable land, or a week
and a half, or maybe are
still there, you under-
standably now have a
heightened awareness
of the basic need for the
essentials of food, gas and
electricity. That definitely
was all in short supply.
But then factor in the loss
of the cyber-age “neces-
sities” that we love and
have allowed over time to
become so important in
our lives, and you begin
to see the “manufactured”
deprivation that we have
imposed upon ourselves
which only makes the
crisis seem that much
worse. These cherished
elements of our modern
world hang by a slen-

der thread that can snap
at any time, and that’s
just what happened. Part
of the deal for living in
and enjoying the mirac-
ulous advancements of
this twenty-first century
world is the figurative
acknowledgment and
acceptance of the small
print which says, if some-
thing is made by man, it
can and probably will at
some point, break down.

One day last week
I happened to notice a
sign on one of the many
power-company  trucks
that was helping us out.
The sign read in big let-
ters “THINK, before you
move.” It was obvious-
ly reminding employees
and everyone who read
it to be safe. But to me,
it was the one thought

Charles
Schwabe

that made more sense
than anything else about
the predicament we were
in. We hear a lot of talk
nowadays about mov-
ing into the “brave new
world”. 1 guess that’s
the mantra of a progres-
sive movement, and you
can interpret it however
you like. But weeks like
the one we just endured
make me think we would
be a lot better off to fol-
low the advice on the
sign of that power truck
and think, before we risk
moving into a brave new

world or anywhere else
right now. Progress has
it’s place, but in a world
plagued with uncertainty,
now might be a good time
to rely on the strength of
the values, priorities and
certainties that we have
relied on in the past. I
hope this nation stops
and thinks about that. I
am glad to say that in the
grips of a very difficult
time from which some
will never recover, the
people of this area relied
on each other.

Joy of Fall

Fall is a season with
much to enjoy. The
month of October is
filled with pleasures to
see, feel, taste and smell.
Watch the trees starting
to turn into a cascade
of color as leaves drop
to the ground. Weather
becomes more comfort-
able as each day pass-
es from mildly warm to
comfortably cool. You
will start with short

sleeves and move into
a light jacket. The trees
and gardens will start to
produce some of the best
of all tastes. Big orange
pumpkins are waiting
in gardens for filling a
pie shell or growing for
Jack-o- lanterns a bit later
in the month. My favor-
ites hang onto the trees
with a green husk wait-
ing to ripen and fall to the
ground. On front lawn

of my home on Church
Street was a glorious,
large pecan tree. When
ripe, the nuts covered the
ground. I did not mind
picking these up one by
one for much good eat-
ing was ahead. This vari-
ety of nuts was Stuarts.
These were much harder
to crack than Paper Shells
which could be cracked
by hand. The Stuarts
filled the hard shell with

a dark brown lusty nut
that could be eaten right
from the shell. After pick-
ing up from the ground,
the Stuarts were cracked
open with a little ham-
mer. Half were eaten on
the spot and half saved
for fruitcake, Christmas
divinity candy, or best of
all pecan pie. The sense
of smell comes in when
each of these delicacies
are being cooked. Early in

Shirley
Proctor
Twiss

my cooking experience,
I mastered the Georgia
pecan pie. My pie was
often complimented, and
I was often asked for the
recipe. I did not mind
sharing and confessed

Goodbye Hurricane Helene and good riddance

Hello, Hurricane
Helene. Goodbye,
Hurricane Helene. Please
pardon us for showing a
lack of Southern hospi-
tality, but you were not
welcome to come in the
first place and we are glad
to see you go. Speaking
of hospitality, you didn’t

Editorial Cartoons

show much yourself. You
just roared in and made a
pluperfect mess of things.
You were referred to as a
“Monster Storm.” That is
what Category 4 storms
are. Monsters. You hit
our neighbors in Florida
with winds of 140 miles
per hour and storm surg-

es of 20 feet or more.
Then you came into
Georgia and made life
intolerable for my friends
in South Georgia before
you headed up through
the state dishing out mis-
ery in the form of high
winds and heavy rains
and abandoning us for the

Out on a Limb

by Gary Kopervas
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Carolinas and Tennessee.
As of this writing, you
have left at least 11 dead
in Georgia and more than
a million without power,
not to mention flashfloods.
Maybe I was too focused
on girls when I was grow-
ing up, but I don’t remem-
ber dealing with the num-
ber of hurricanes and trop-
ical storms and tornadoes
in Georgia that we have
experienced over the past
several years: Hurricane
Michael. Hurricane
Irma. Hurricane Idalia.
Now, you. And there is
no question that there
will be more to come.
Some blame the frequen-
cy and strength of hur-
ricanes on global warm-
ing. Climate change
proponents say that the
number of Category
3 or above hurricanes
in the Atlantic Ocean
has doubled since 1980.
Too much greenhouse gas,
like carbon dioxide and
methane, they say. The
fossil fuels trap the sun’s
heat, leading to warmer
water, moist warm air
and light upper winds.
Hurricanes suck up heat
and wind and beef up
like a bodybuilder on
steroids. The National
Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration (NOAA)
says just one hurricane
can churn out about half
as much energy alone
as all the electrical gen-
erating capacity in the
entire world. That’s a lot.
I'm not going to get into
the climate change debate.
They are those who say
it is a bunch of tree-hug-
ger hooey. But no matter
which side you are on,
we can all agree that hur-
ricanes do bad things.
I will give you credit,
Helene; you and your

Dick

Yarbrough

hurricane colleagues are
small-d democratic. You
wreak havoc regardless of
race, creed, color or politi-
cal affiliation. You kill peo-
ple. Damage or destroy
homes and buildings.
Wipe out crops. Cause
power outages. Pollute
drinking water. Tear up
roads and bridges. Disrupt
the lives of thousands
of people. You are pret-
ty much indiscriminate.
But, guess what? You
cause a lot of good things
to happen as well. A
Democratic president and
a Republican governor
put aside their political
differences for a moment
and, instead, put the peo-
ple first. Both President
Joe Biden and Gov. Brian
Kemp declared a state of
emergency in Georgia,
which allowed federal
and state agencies to coor-
dinate all disaster relief
efforts. No posturing. No
taking political credit. It
is rare, but it can happen.
As mentioned, you left
about a million peo-
ple without power in
Georgia and reminded
us that we are blessed
with brave and unsung
heroes. I am talking about
Georgia Power Company
crews and their coun-
terparts from Georgia’s
Electric ~ Membership
Corporations who will
climb poles, battle fallen
trees, handle potentially
lethal downed wires and
restore service. They will
be joined by hundreds of
utility workers from more
than a dozen states who

this was not an old fam-
ily recipe but was avail-
able on back of the bottle
of Karo Syrup. All I have
left to say is YUM YUM!!!
Write to Shirley at
sptwiss@gmail.com.

will assist them. I have
issues with Georgia Power

ham-handed lobbyists,
but not their workers.
To the list of unsung
heroes I will add Georgia’s
National Guard. Gow.
Kemp called up a total of
1,500 troops to respond
to “dire situations across
the state.” I'm not sure
what those situations
will entail, but I am sure
our National Guard will
perform superbly. They
always do, whether it is
in a foreign country or
in Lowndes County.
Finally, Helene, you
took on one of the most
resilient groups of peo-
ple walking God'’s earth.
Our farmers. You aren’t
the first hurricane to try
and knock them out of
business. Whether it’s
peanuts, pecans, peach-
es or poultry, Georgia’s
farmers will always come
back, no matter what
you throw at them. What
would we do without our
farmers? We couldn’t.
Those reading this corre-
spondence will see it on
different days in different
parts of the state and like-
ly some of the numbers
or conditions will have
changed when they do.
But one thing will not.
You gave us your best
shot and you failed. We
are still here, and you are
not. Goodbye, Helene.
And good riddance.

You can reach Dick
Yarbrough at dick@dickyar-
brough.com or at P.O. Box
725373, Atlanta, Georgia
31139.
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We’ve been
here since

Honoring

our Educators

Proudly sponsored by...

Mr. Greg Kennedy
was chosen as 2024
-25 Emanuel County
Institute Teacher of
the Year. He has been
teaching for 25 years
and has always taught
at ECI since Fall of 2000.
Greg began teaching
PE and Health, History,
and some Science at
the high school level.
For the last 10 years,
he has taught sixth and
seventh grade Social
Studies. Greg start-
ed out coaching High
School football, bas-
ketball and baseball,
and was also the High
School Softball head
coach for a few years.
The last 15 years, he has
been the head middle
school football coach,
and the head middle
school baseball coach
for the last four years.
Greg also leads the
Fellowship of Christian
Athletes club at ECIL
This is Mr. Kennedy’s
second time being cho-
sen as Teacher of the
Year for ECIL.

Greg grew up in
Statesboro and grad-
uated from Statesboro
High  School and
Armstrong State
College in Savannah.
He played four years
of college baseball at
Armstrong. Greg also
has a Master’s and a
Specialist Degree in
Teaching and Learning.
After college gradu-
ation, he got his first
teaching and coaching
job at ECI in the 2000-
01 school year.

“I chose teaching
because I enjoy work-
ing with kids. I always
enjoyed my teachers
and coaches from my
days as a student. I
have such fond memo-
ries of my past teachers
and coaches and was
inspired to be able to
make a difference in a
child’s life. T also got
into the profession
because 1 wanted to
coach kids, and teach-
ing allowed me to do
that. Coaching has been

so rewarding and the
main reason thatI chose
education, however, I
have learned so much
from teaching students
in the classroom. I'm
proud to say that I am
a teacher and a coach.”
Stated Kennedy.

“I can remember
many teachers that left
a lasting impression on
me as a student. I don’t
think there is actually
one who I would single
out, but they all made
big impressions mold-
ing me into the teacher
that I am today. I can
remember such good
memories from my

teachers from my days F

in school. All of those
memories leave a smile
on my face and that is
what I hope to leave
my students with.
Hopefully they will
have good memories
of my class.” Kennedy
added.

Greg is married to
Emily Kennedy who is
the registrar and sec-
retary at Twin City
Elementary. They have
three kids; Jackson is
16 and is in the 11th
grade, William is 14
and is in the 8th grade
and Anderson is eight
and is in the 2nd grade.
Greg serves as a Deacon
at Statesboro Primitive
Baptist Church.

Mr. Kennedy enjoys
spending time with
his family. They enjoy
going to Georgia
Southern football
games, hunting, riding
ATV’s or just spending
time watching tv. He
also enjoys going to
church and reading his
Bible.

When asked what Mr.
Kennedy would like to
say about ECI and staff,
his responses was, “I
came to ECI 25 years
ago with the intention
of only staying until
another job came along.
Well, 25 years later I am
still here. I love ECI,
I love the community,
and I love the small
town, small school, and

family  atmosphere.
The admin and staff are
all great to work with
and all work together
to make ECI a great
school. Work does not
seem like work when
you have colleagues
who are more like fam-
ily and friends. I love
going to work to see the
coaches and 6th grade
team that I work with.
They make my job easi-
er, and they make work
fun. I could not imag-
ine working with a bet-
ter group of people.”

Now that you've met
the teacher and read her
story, read her Q/A’s
below to further under-
stand Greg Kennedy’s
incredible values of
teaching and how she’s
changing and inspiring
young lives in our com-
munity.

What have you
found most rewarding
in your career?

Kennedy: The most
rewarding part of my
career has been seeing
students become success-
ful, productive citizens. 1
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KENNEDY WITH HIS WIFE AND CHILDREN

enjoy seeing former stu-
dents who are now adults.
Being able to see how
those students have devel-
oped into adults is such a
reward.

Do you feel that each
of your students have
left a lasting impres-
sion on you?

Kennedy: [ do feel
that all students leave
an impression of some
type, just as all teach-
ers leave an impression
on their students. Those
impressions can be good
or bad, but they are there.
This is why it is always
important to treat each
person that you come in
contact with the utmost
respect. Always be nice to
one another even on your
bad days.

What advice would
you like to give to new
or upcoming educa-
tors?

Kennedy: The advice
that 1 would give to
upcoming educators is to
not get so caught up in
the test scores or wins and
losses. Make your focus
more about the individual

student and the relation-
ships that you build with
those students. Teach
them more about life skills
and how to be a good
human being. This will
take them further in life
than some test score.

How does it make
you feel to see the
success that many of
your previous students
have become?

Kennedy: As I stated
earlier, seeing successful
past students is such a
reward. I have so many
past students that have
become such good, pro-
ductive people and have
also become my friends.
It’s neat to be able to work
with past students and
teach their children.

If you could tell your
past students or future
students one thing that
you hope will stick
with them all through-
out life, what would
that be?

Kennedy: The most
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