
Mayor and City Coun-
cil of Swainsboro con-
vened at 6 p.m. on June 
10, 2024 at the Swains-
boro Fire Department 
Headquarters.  The in-
vocation was brought by 
Rev. Brad McKenzie of 
Jesus Saves Church fol-
lowed by the Pledge of 
Allegiance.  A proclama-
tion recognizing the late 
former Councilperson 
John E. Parker was read 
as the first order of the 
meeting.  Parker served 
from 2006 through 2023. 
Following this, the min-
utes of the regular meet-
ing of May 6, 2024 were 
presented and approved.  
A representative of the 
Georgia Association 
of Water Professionals 
addressed council and 
presented Clearwater 
Solutions and the City 
water department with 
the GAWP Gold Award 
for exceptional service 
during the past year.  
Next on council’s agenda 
was the unusual action 
of council’s reconsider-
ing twelve motions vot-
ed on and passed during 
the month of May.  The 

measure was charac-
terized as a “revote” by 
Mayor Bennett but the 
reason for the action was 
not clearly explained.  In 
later discussions by the 
council, it was appar-
ent that the replication 
of the earlier vote was 
due to recent develop-
ments involving Coun-
cilperson Quantavious 
Foster. The replication 
vote was taken and mo-
tions approved.  Coun-
cil then moved to the 
next agenda item which 
dealt with the contract 
of City Administrator 
Herman Middlebrooks.  
Changes in the form of 
additions to the contract 

involved issues related 
to IRS considerations, 
pension plan vestment of 
Middlebrooks after one 
year’s employment, and 
refinement of the pen-
sion ordinance dealing 
with retirement.  Coun-
cilperson Collins and 
Davis questioned some 
points of the contract in-
cluding the vesting of the 
Administrator after only 
one year as opposed to 
10-year employment re-
quired for pension vest-
ing of other city hall po-
sitions. The motion was 
tabled by a 4-1 vote with 
Councilpersons Collins, 
Davis, Sconyers and Staf-
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Parker and Swinney to vacate seats

Emanuel County 
Schools pays tribute to 
Mr. Johnny Parker and 
Ms. Sandra Swinney, 
who have dedicated a 
combined total of 88 
years to education. Each 
will vacant his or her seat 
as of July 9, 2024, citing 
health issues and recent 
family losses as reasons 
for their decisions.

Mr. Parker expressed 
his gratitude to the cit-
izens for the opportu-
nity to serve as a voice 
for District 5. Mr.Park-
er said, “I have served 
with a number of board 
members, and I contin-
ue to put this group of 
individuals among the 
best. We have always put 
children first in our deci-
sion-making and have 
honored the role of being 
a board member. I have 
loved and cherished 
making Emanuel Coun-
ty a stronger community 
by doing what’s best for 
children. I am excited 
about the many great 
things that are happen-
ing in our schools across 
the district. Emanuel 
County’s future looks 
very bright!”

Ms. Swinney also 

thanked the citizens of 
Emanuel County for 
entrusting her with the 
responsibility to repre-
sent them, stating, “Ev-
ery decision made was 
in the best interest of 
our children, and doing 
what was necessary to 
ensure that they have the 
best opportunity for a 
successful future. I have 
complete confidence that 
the board is moving in 
the right direction, and 
I am committed to en-
suring a smooth transi-
tion for my successor. 
Thank you for the trust 
you have placed in me. 
It has been a privilege 
to work alongside such 
dedicated individuals. I 
wish the entire Emanuel 
County Board of Educa-
tion continued success.”

In response to the an-
nouncement, Superin-
tendent Warnock stat-
ed, “We are saddened 
by the news but respect 
their decision. We appre-
ciate their years of ser-
vice to Emanuel County 
Schools. Both Johnny 
Parker and Sandra Swin-
ney have been valuable 
members of our Board of 
Education, contributing 
to its cohesion and effec-
tiveness.”

A special election 
to determine the new 
members of the Board of 
Education will be held 
during the November 5, 
2024 election. The quali-
fying date for candidates 
to run for these positions 
is Monday, August 19, 
through noon on Friday, 
August 23.

After dedicating years to education, Johnny 
Parker and Sandra Swinney announced their

 plans to vacate their seats on the 
Emanuel County Board of Education

PARKER SWINNEY

Councilperson Foster pleads guilty 
to drug charges

Late last week, 
Swainsboro City 
C o u n c i l p e r s o n 
Quantavius Foster 
announced publicly that 
he had received notice 
from the City Attorney 
of Swainsboro of his 
suspension from his 
position as a member 
of the Swainsboro City 
Council. As more details 
related to this story 
have become known, 
City Attorney Jon Levis 
provided the follow-
ing statement: The City 
of Swainsboro has been 
recently made aware of 
the felony guilty plea of 
Councilperson Quatavious 
Foster in the United States 
District Court, Northern 
District of Georgia. In 
compliance with O.C.G.A. 
45-5-6.1, Councilperson 
Foster has been immediately 
and without further action 
suspended from office. The 
City of Swainsboro is cur-
rently working in accor-
dance with O.C.G.A.45-5-
6.1(b) for the appointment 
of a replacement officer 
until the resolution of mat-
ters affecting the suspen-
sion of Foster is concluded. 
The City of Swainsboro has 
no further comment at this 

time.
Foster’s admission of 

guilt was made in U.S. 
District Court in Atlanta 
on April 30, 2024, to a 
charge of conspiracy to 
possess and intent to 
distribute a controlled 
substance involving 
at least 50 grams of a 
mixture and substance 
containing a detectable 
amount of methamphet-
amine. Foster entered the 
guilty plea before Judge 
Amy Totenberg and was 
ordered to appear in the 
United States District 
Court for the Northern 
District of Georgia for 
sentencing on August 
28, 2024. In charges 
by the U.S. Attorney, 
Foster’s original involve-
ment that led to the 

guilty plea began on or 
about January 9, 2018, 
and continued through 
on or about April 14, 
2019. Information taken 
from Federal Case 
#1:19 CR-308 states 
that Foster was arrest-
ed in Richmond County 
on August 30, 2018, 
based on information 
obtained by agents of 
the Drug Enforcement 
A d m i n i s t r a t i o n . 
Following that arrest, 
documents state that 
Foster filed a motion for 
suppression of evidence, 
but the motion was 
denied.  

Foster had previously 
been employed at Jenkins 
Correctional Facility. He 
was elected to a post 
of the Swainsboro City 
Council in November 
of 2023. Officials at City 
Hall are now in the 
process of determin-
ing the legal procedure 
called for in the City 
Charter. The Forest-Blade 
asked for comments 
from the Mayor and City 
Administrator but have 
not had replies as of 
press time.

FOSTER

Happy Father’s Day
No matter the date, it’s important to express appreciation and gratitude 

toward loved ones, but sometimes the calendar reminds us of an extra special 
day to honor certain people in our lives. This Sunday, June 16, is Father’s Day, so 
show some extra love to your loved ones.

Pictured is Milo Fultz, 4-year-old son of Austin and Gabby Fultz of Norristown. 
Milo attends Laci’s Family Childcare and drew a picture of his dad for Father’s 
Day.

GARY MCCOY PRESENTS AWARD TO CLEARWATER SOLUTIONS 
EMPLOYEES CHRIS MORTON, WADE HOLCOMB, 

WILL HUTCHESON AND PERRY JOHNSON

Council questions Administrator 
and Attorney

(Continued on page 2A)



ford in favor and Quar-
terman opposed. Under 
new business, another 
award was presented by 
Clearwater Solutions in 
the form of a one-thou-
sand-dollar scholar-
ship.  Quinton Williams, 
a graduating Senior at 
Swainsboro High School 
was honored and will 
be attending Augusta 
College with the help of 
that competitive award.  
Council next, discussed 
the reapplication of some 
funds from the American 
Recue Plan grant pro-
gram.  The Covid relief 
program allocation ex-
pires at the end of this 
year.  The hiring of a 
part-time counter clerk 
closed out the new busi-
ness agenda with a 5-0 
approval of hiring Zakia 
Archie.  Next, council 
approved replacement 
of a wastewater pump 
at Lift Station 5 with a 
5-0 vote.  Also approved 
was the game room li-
cense for Atul Y Pandya 
DBA Jack’s Food Mart 
at 227 West Main Street 
with a unanimous vote.  
In final action council 
agreed to hire Officer 
Gregory Dylan Low-

ery as a full-time police 
officer.  As a motion to 
adjourn was made, dis-
agreement arose among 
councilmembers as to the 
classification of the meet-
ing as a “special called” 
or a regular meeting.  
Apparently, confusion 
resulted when certain 
members expressed the 
desire to continue meet-
ing to discuss items not 
on the agenda.  A motion 
to alter the agenda was 
approved to allow for 
discussions concerning 
the suspension of Coun-
cilperson Quantavious 
Foster.  Councilperson 
Collins asked for a state-
ment on the situation.  
City Attorney Levis re-
ported that he is wait-
ing on a response from 

the Governor’s office as 
to the indicated appro-
priate action.  For the 
next 18 minutes, Levis 
advised council on the 
different scenarios that 
could be encountered in 
the situation.  Councilp-
erson Collins questioned 
Levis as to why council 
members were not ad-
vised in a more timely 
fashion and indicated 
her dissatisfaction that 
council was not better 
informed and advised by 
the City Attorney.  Coun-
cilperson Davis echoed 
Collin’s concern and 
called for a better spirit 
of transparency among 
offices of city hall and the 
city council.  Following 
this discussion, council 
was adjourned.
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Ivy Cadle installed as 62nd 
president of State Bar of Georgia

Ivy N. Cadle of Baker, 
Donelson, Bearman, 
Caldwell, & Berkowitz, 
P.C. in Macon and 
Atlanta was installed 
June 8 as the 62nd presi-
dent of the 55,000-mem-
ber State Bar of Georgia 
during the organiza-
tion’s Annual Meeting 
at Amelia Island.

Cadle previously 
served as secretary, trea-
surer and, for the past 
year, as president-elect 
of the State Bar. He 
previously represent-
ed the Macon Judicial 
Circuit on the Board of 
Governors of the State 
Bar. He is a past chair 
of the Eminent Domain 
Section of the State Bar, 
past president of the 
Macon Bar Association 
and past president 
of the American Inn 
of Court, William 
Augustus Bootle 
Chapter.

Cadle is managing 
shareholder of Baker 
Donelson’s Atlanta and 

Macon offices and is a 
business litigator in the 
areas of real estate, emi-
nent domain, land use, 
zoning, and conserva-
tion easements. He is 
also a certified public 
accountant. He earned 
his law degree from 
the Mercer University 
Walter F. George School 
of Law and was admit-
ted to the State Bar 
of Georgia in 2007. 
Cadle is also a grad-
uate of the University 
of Georgia, where he 
received a Bachelor of 
Science, Biology, cum 
laude, and a Master of 
Accountancy.

Cadle is a mediator 
and registered neu-
tral with the Georgia 
Commission on 
Dispute Resolution. 
He also serves as an 
adjunct professor of law 
at Mercer University 
School of Law, where 
he teaches accounting 
for lawyers. He is also 
an aviation enthusiast 

and holds a multi-en-
gine commercial certifi-
cate with an instrument 
rating.

He is married to 
Leslie L. Cadle, an 
estate planning and 
probate lawyer and 
member of the State Bar 
of Georgia who practic-
es at Smith Hawkins 
Hollingsworth & 
Reeves LLP in Macon.

The State Bar of 
Georgia, with offices in 
Atlanta, Savannah and 
Tifton, was established 
in 1964 by the Supreme 
Court of Georgia as the 
successor to the Georgia 
Bar Association, found-
ed in 1884. All lawyers 
licensed to practice in 
Georgia belong to the State 
Bar. Its more than 55,000 
members work together to 
strengthen the constitu-
tional promise of justice 
for all, promote principles 
of duty and public service 
among Georgia’s lawyers, 
and administer a strict 
code of legal ethics.

2024-25 STATE BAR OF GEORGIA PRESIDENT IVY CADLE,
 HIS WIFE LESLIE CADLE, CHIEF JUSTICE MICHAEL BOGGS 

OF THE SUPREME COURT OF GEORGIA
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MORTON PRESENTS SCHOLARSIP
 TO QUINTUS WILLIAMS

East Georgia State College faculty, 
staff graduate from USG Executive 

Leadership Institute
The University System 

of Georgia (USG) has 
graduated its 2023-24 
Executive Leadership 
Institute (ELI) cohort, 
including 34 faculty and 
staff members from 23 
USG institutions and 
the University System 
Office. East Georgia 
State College (EGSC) 
had a staff and facul-
ty member complete 
the program. Natasha 
Goss, associate profes-
sor of accounting and 
business, and Jennifer 
Fields, director of 
admissions, completed 
the 14th cohort of the 
program that convened 
on August 29, 2023.

“This group includes 
some of the best among 
our faculty and staff 
across Georgia,” USG 
Chancellor Sonny 
Perdue said. “As one of 
the top public universi-
ty systems in the nation, 
we are invested in sup-
porting and growing the 
people already working 
hard right here in the 
university system. With 
this professional devel-
opment, USG wants to 
help them reach their 
full potential.”

Since 2009, USG has 
hosted ELI for faculty 
and staff to develop 
new leaders within the 
university system and 
offer professional devel-
opment opportunities 
to help them grow their 

careers in Georgia. 
“ELI provided us the 

opportunity to gain 
knowledge during an 
intensive and dedicat-
ed time for professional 
and personal growth,” 
stated Fields. “I gained 
different perspectives 
of the USG system, 
networked with fellow 
institution staff from 
various areas, and ben-
efited from a unique 
shadowing experience. 
Being supported by East 
Georgia State College 
in this journey created 
such a rewarding expe-
rience. It is reassuring 
that the system and my 
home institution invest 
in their employees as 
well as encourages pro-
fessional growth and 
development.”

University presidents 
nominate academic and 
staff leaders to partic-
ipate. From the nomi-
nees, individuals are 

selected for the program 
and participate in a 
leadership development 
curriculum that includes 
content, personal reflec-
tion, job shadowing and 
cross-mentoring.

“I have learned so 
much from my expe-
rience in this pro-
gram,” said Goss. “I 
am very grateful for 
the University System 
of Georgia and East 
Georgia State College 
for the opportunity to 
participate in the pro-
gram. It’s very import-
ant for faculty and 
staff to gain leadership 
experience so we can 
help better our institu-
tions. This program has 
helped me grow my 
leadership skills and 
given me experience 
that I can bring back to 
EGSC to help give feed-
back on important deci-
sions and make positive 
changes in the future.”

GOSSFIELDS
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 Four students awarded prestigious 
Robby Roberts Scholarship

Four exemplary stu-
dents from Swainsboro 
High School have been 
awarded the prestigious 
Robbie Roberts Schol-
arship, each receiving 
$2,500 to support their 
higher education pur-
suits. This scholarship, 
founded by Swainsboro 
High School alumnus 
Robby Roberts, aims to 
pass on the blessings of 
education he received 
to future generations. 

The recipients of this 
year’s scholarships are: 
McKayla Hall - plans to 
attend the University 
of Georgia and major 
in data science; Caleb 
Long - plans to attend 
Georgia Southern Uni-
versity and major in Civ-
il engineering; Akyra 
Howard - plans to at-
tend Georgia Southern 

University and major in 
social work/child ther-
apy; Kirah Middleton 
- plans to attend Geor-
gia Southern University 
and major in nursing. 

Robby Roberts, a 
proud graduate of 
both Swainsboro High 
School and the Univer-
sity of Georgia, estab-
lished this scholarship 
to give back to his com-
munity and support the 
academic endeavors of 
local students. 

The selection process 
for the scholarship is 
rigorous, focusing on 
academic excellence, 
leadership, and com-
munity involvement. 
The four recipients 
have demonstrated out-
standing achievements 
in their studies, extra-
curricular activities, 

and contributions to the 
Swainsboro communi-
ty. 

The Robby Roberts 
Scholarship is more 
than just a financial aid 
program; it is a testa-
ment to the enduring 
spirit of giving back and 
fostering educational 
opportunities for future 
leaders. With this schol-
arship, Roberts hopes to 
inspire more students 
to pursue their dreams 
and make a positive im-
pact on the world. 

Congratulations to 
the four recipients 
of the Robby Roberts 
Scholarship. Their hard 
work and dedication 
have earned them this 
well-deserved recogni-
tion, and the commu-
nity looks forward to 
their continued success.

HOWARD, HALL, ROBERTS, LONG AND MIDDLETON

Swainsboro Rotary Club 
installs new officers

The Swainsboro 
Rotary club held the 
end of the year meeting 
and officer installation 
at McKinney’s Pond on 
Sunday, June 2, 2024, 
and members enjoyed 
a delicious meal prior 
to the meeting. Tanya 
Lane was the outgoing 
President, and she wel-
comed the members to 
the meeting. The club 

had taken on sever-
al new projects under 
her leadership, and she 
did an outstanding job 
during her term. Zack 
Proctor was installed as 
the new President by 
Richard McNeely. The 
slate of officers for 
this new year includes 
Zack Proctor, President; 
Tanya Lane, Past 
President; Richard 

McNeely, Sergeant at 
Arms; John Allen Bailey, 
Secretary; and Wade 
Johnson, Treasurer. Patti 
Hendley is the Public 
Relations Chair. Other 
directors not present 
are Cason Devane, 
District Conference 
Chair; Carmen Tanner, 
Family of Rotary; and 
Dori Johnson, Service 
Projects Chair.

MCNEELY, BAILEY, PROCTOR, LANE, JOHNSON AND HENDLEY



Mrs. Sue Henry, 77, 
of Swainsboro, passed 
away Friday, June 7, 
2024, at Fairview Park 
Hospital following a 
brief illness. Funeral ser-
vices were held Monday, 
June 10, at 11 a.m. in 
the Chapel of Chapman 
Funeral Home. The fam-
ily received friends from 
10 to 11 a.m. Monday, 
June 10, at Chapman 
Funeral Home.

Mrs. Henry was 
born May 16, 1947, in 
Swainsboro, to the late 
Leon Edenfield and 
Rebecca Smith Edenfield. 
She enjoyed cooking for 
her family and friends 
and loved spending 
time with her grand-
children. Sue was an 
avid reader and enjoyed 
solving word search 
puzzles. She retired 
from Maryland’s Fried 
Chicken as their man-
ager and also worked 
at Argo Mills/Creston. 
Sue loved Bingo, Butter 
Bean Auction and Friday 
Night Socials. She was 
very loved by everyone at 
Swainsboro Presbyterian 

Apartments. Sue was the 
President of Resident 
Council at Swainsboro 
Presbyterian Apartments 
for twelve years. Mrs. 
Henry is preceded in 
death by her parents, 
and husband, Charlie 
Henry.

Mrs. Henry is survived 
by her son, Destry Henry 
(Kim); grandchildren, 
Charlie Henry, Briana 
Henry and Jarett Henry; 
great-grandchildren, 
Rovie and Ripken; sev-
eral nieces, nephews and 
many friends.

Chapman Funeral 
Home of Swainsboro 
was in charge of arrange-
ments.

On Saturday, June 
1, 2024, at 12:46 p.m., 
PDDGM John Eric Park-
er completed his earthly 
mission following an 
extended illness at the 
St. Joseph/Candler hos-
pital in Savannah. Final 
arrangements for our 
brother, PDDGM Dea-
con John Eric Parker 
“The Governor”, were 
held Saturday, June 8, 
2024, at 2 p.m. at the 
Swainsboro Auditori-
um. Repass was held 
at the 4-H Clubhouse. 
Interment followed at 
the Swainsboro City 
Cemetery. The family 
received friends Friday, 
June 7, from 12 to 7 p.m. 
at Chapman Funeral 
Home.

Pallbearers were 
members of St. Phillips 
Lodge #96 and New 
Hope Lodge #115. Hon-
orary pallbearers were 
Deacons of Greater St. 
James Baptist Church.

PDDGM Deacon 
John Eric “The Gover-
nor” Parker was born 
on September 7, 1968, 
in Swainsboro, to Otis 
Williams, Jr. and Mattie 
Mae Parker. John accept-
ed Christ at an early age 
and joined the Greater 
Saint James Mission-
ary Baptist Church in 
Swainsboro, GA where 
he was an ordained 
Deacon August 1999. 
John was anointed in 
countless areas.

*Secretary, Saint Phil-
ip Lodge #96. P.H.A. 
(Dec. 2003- June 1, 2024)

*Grand Assistant Trea-
surer, Most Worship-
ful Prince Hall Grand 
Lodge, Jurisdiction of 
Georgia, F & AM, PHA 
(Sept. 2014-June 1, 2024

*Grand Inspectors 
General, Thirty-Third 
Degree Scottish Rite 
Masonry (Oct.2012-June 
1, 2024

*Grand Treasurer, GA 
Council of Deliberation 
(March 2016-June 1, 
2024

*Member, the Eman-
uel County NAACP 
(Sept. 2017 -June 1, 
2024)

*Treasurer, the Lou-
isville Masonic District 
No. 22 (March 2023-
June 1, 2024

*Member of the Geor-
gia Mathematics Teach-
ers Association (Aug. 
2017- July 2019)

*Chairman, Emanuel 
County Black Elected 
Officials (Mar 2012-Jan 
2014)

*Area Coordinator, 
Swainsboro Consisto-
ry #317, Scottish Rite 
Masonry (March 2012-
Dec. 2022)

*Emanuel County 
Parks and Recreation 
Commissioner, City o 
Swainsboro (Jan. 2016-
Dec.2019)

*Mayor Pro-Tem, City 
of Swainsboro (Jan. 
2010-Dec. 2010)

*Mayor Pro-Tem, City 
of Swainsboro (Jan. 
2016-Dec. 2016)

*Public Works and 
Recycling Commission-
er, City of Swainsboro 
(Jan. 2011-Dec. 2015)

*Evans County Family 
Connections, Executive 
Board Member, Evans, 
GA (Jan. 2012-Oct. 2014)

*Fire Commission-

er, Swainsboro Fire 
Department (Jan. 2005-
Dec. 2010)

Lastly, John served the 
City of Swainsboro and 
the State of Georgia as:

*City Councilman, 
Swainsboro City Coun-
cil (Nov. 2005-June 1, 
2024

*Member, the Pro-
fessional Association 
Administration (Jan 
2022-June 1, 2024

*Committee Mem-
ber, City of Swains-
boro Administration 
(Jan.2022-June 1, 2024

*Member, CSRA Eco-
nomic Opportunity 
Authority, Inc. (Nov. 
2023- June 1, 2024

John followed his 
passion for Math that 
he gained from his 
high school teacher in 
Swainsboro, Mrs. Mil-
lie Moore, and obtained 
his Bachelor of Science 
in Mathematics grad-
uating from Georgia 
Southern Universi-
ty in May 1994. And 
thus, John taught Math 
for over 20 years to a 
plethora of students. 
Mr. Parker is preceded 
in death by his father, 
Otis Williams; surro-
gate grandmother, Min-
nie Bell Shoemake-Ste-
phens-Tiller; grandpar-
ents, Sam and Mary 
Lou Parker, Otis Lee 
Williams, Sr. and Mrs. 
Twillie Walker; loving 
aunts, uncles, cousins, 
siblings, and brothers-
in-law.

John leaves a legacy 
of cherished and loving 
memories to his moth-
er, Mattie Mae Parker 
of Swainsboro; broth-
ers, Michael E. Park-
er of Fairburn, Milton 
T. Graham (Debby) of 
Wadley, Charlie Clark 
and Herbert Artis, both 
of Swainsboro, Herman 
(Martha) Murphy of 
Augusta, Andre Jack-
son of Canoochee, and 
Charles Riddles of Jack-
sonville, Florida; sisters, 
Rosalind M. Harris of 
Fort Valley; surro-
gate sister, Zenobia F. 
Andrews of Swainsboro 
and Cherry Ann Mur-
phy-Sweet of Augus-
ta; very special cousin, 
Bettye Doyle of Twin 
City; uncles, Dea. Ralph 
(Lutricia) Parker, Sr., 
Dea. Johnny Lee Parke, 
and Fletcher (Sadie) 
Nobles, all of Swains-
boro; aunts; Mary M. 
Parker and Christine 
Parker, both of Swains-
boro; and a host of niec-
es, nephews, cousins, 
surrogate nieces, neph-
ews, other relatives and 
sorrowing friends.

“When I’ve gone the 
last mile of the way”

Chapman Funer-
al Home of Swains-
boro was in charge of 
arrangements.
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Send a card to someone
 experiencing the loss 

of a loved one

John Eric Parker, 55

PARKER

Sue Henry, 77

HENRY

Rosland, Handberry 
Pickens, age 82, passed 
away Tuesday, June 4, 
2024. A Celebration of 
Life was held Saturday, 
June 8, at 11 a.m. at Mt. 
Zion Church in Garfield 
with Pastor Johnnie 
Branch presiding. 
Interment followed in 
Swan Cemetery. 

Rosland was born 
March 13, 1942, in 
Brooklyn, NY, to the 
late Alex and Fannie 
Handberry. She grad-
uated from Central 
Commercial High 
School in June 1959. 
Rosland worked for 
the United States Postal 
Service and retired in 
1985. She then mar-
ried her late husband, 
Willis C. Pickens, Jr., 
in July 1992, and they 
moved to Garfield to 
enjoy their retirement. 
Mrs. Pickens is pre-
ceded in death by her 
parents; husband; sib-
lings, Genitha Pickens, 
Alex Handberry, Jr., 

Jeanette Ivey and Willie 
Handberry.

Mrs. Handberry is 
survived by her son, 
Darryl Handberry; 
grandson, Darryl J. 
Handberry; grand-
daughter, Jemella C. 
Raymore; great-grand-
son, Devon Oliver 
Handberry; sisters and 
brother, Dora Hubert, 
Fannie Sherman and 
Virgil Handberry; and 
a host of nieces, neph-
ews, cousins and loving 
friends.

Mosley’s Funeral 
Home was in charge of 
arrangements.

Rosland Handberry Pickens, 
82

PICKENS

by BISHOP BERTHA 
JONES

Have you ever had a 
longing for something?  
No one knew how bad 
you wanted it but there 
was a yearning inside. 
Just think about some-
things you wanted really 
bad?

You then begin to pon-
der and think within 
yourself how you can 
achieve it or how you 
can make it happen.  Yes, 
you begin to search  and 
ask questions. You have 
to find a way to achieve 
your goal. 

Well, this is what hap-
pened to Zacchaeus.  He 
had heard about Jesus 
and he wanted to see 
him for himself.  As Jesus 
entered Jericho, Zacchae-
us did not want to miss 
his opportunity to see 
Jesus.  Because he was 
short and the crowd was 
thick and too much for 
him, he had to figure out 
a way to see Jesus.

Zacchaeus could run 
and he could climb al-
though he was short.  
So he ran ahead of the 
crowd and climbed up 
in a sycamore tree to be 
able to see Jesus. That 
made him higher than 
everyone else. Jesus saw 
him and went home and 
ate with him. (Lk.19:1-
10) 

Now what’s keeping 
you from receiving Je-
sus in your home and in 
your life?.  What is it you 
need to change or cor-
rect?  Maybe the ques-
tion is how bad do you 
want him?

The way to look for 
Jesus is in his Word. For 
John 1:1 says, “In the be-
ginning was the Word 
and the Word was with 
God and the Word was 
God.”  So today if you 
are searching for Jesus, 
get in his Word. Made 
yourself available to 
God’s Word. 

How Bad Do You 
Want It?

Correction
In last week’s article “Mayor asks city council to 

pass affordable housing plan”, The starting salary of 
first year certified teachers in Emanuel County was 
incorrect. The correct starting salary is $41,000 annu-
ally. 

Mr. George R. Scott 
84, of the Ollifftown, 
passed away peacefully 
June 6, 2024, at his res-
idence, with his loving 
family at his bedside. 
Funeral service was 
held, Sunday June 9, at 
2:30 p.m. at Old Canoo-
chee Primitive Baptist 
Church with Elders Sam 
Bowen, Craig Lanier 
and Tommy Rountree 
officiating. The family 
received friends from 
4 to 6 p.m. Saturday, 
June 8, at Wood Funeral 
Home in Metter.

Pallbearers were 
Randy Olliff, Jonathan 
Olliff, Jacob Scott, Jordy 
Scott, Justin Bell, Alex 
McGowan and Bret 
McGowan.

George was born 
October 23, 1939, in 
Twin City, to the late Mr. 
Luther Green and Mrs. 
Bessie Juanita Davis 
Scott. He attended Old 
Canoochee Primitive 
Baptist Church with his 
parents as a child and 
was a faithful mem-
ber of Rosemary Prim-
itive Baptist Church 
until his health began 
to fail. George’s love 
for his Lord and Sav-
ior was evident in all of 

his endeavors. He was 
a self-employed truck 
driver for over thirty 
years. George dearly 
loved his family and his 
church family. Mr. Scott 
is preceded in death by 
his parents; daughter, 
Donna Scott Olliff; four 
sisters; and two broth-
ers. 

Mr. Scott is survived 
by his loving wife of 
forty years, Carole 
Edwards Scott; four 
sons, Joey (Libby) Scott, 
Ashley (Robin) Scott, 
Paul (Lindsey) Scott 
and David (Alexandra) 
Sapp; daughter, Trixie 
(Randy) McGowan; 12 
grandchildren; and 13 
great grandchildren.

Wood Funeral Home 
of Metter was in charge 
of arrangements.

George R. Scott, 84

SCOTT



Growing up in my 
house, attending the 
church was not option-
al. It was a given. No mat-
ter how much I fussed, 
cried, or feigned sickness 
or injury, I was going 
to Sunday School and 
church right up until I got 

way bigger than my lit-
tle Momma. Then, I had 
a little leverage, but not 
much. Daddy didn’t go 
much to morning ser-
vices but occasionally 
he went to the evening 
services. He was a good 
man; he just didn’t go 

with us to church, so he 
and Uncle Aubrey went 
off to fish. And he didn’t 
tolerate me not going 
with Momma. I still don’t 
understand that, but I 
sure never asked.

From time to time, Big 
Momma would see in the 

Forest Blade about a tent 
meeting coming up, and 
she and Momma hauled 
me off with them to get a 
little extra religion. I don’t 
remember the denom-
ination of any we ever 
attended, but what I do 
remember is, the weath-
er would always be hot 
and sticky. I don’t sit still 
very well as an adult, so 
you can just imagine how 
miserable this little girl 
was sitting on the folding 
chair, under a steaming 
tent, with only a funeral 
home fan to swat the gnats 
and mosquitoes. How Big 
Momma could sit there 
and get any religion in 
her corset and voile dress, 
stockings and white shoes 
is beyond me. The meet-
ings would last for hours, 
with singing, prayers 
and preaching and more 
singing and prayers and 
Jesus calling the sinner’s 
home. I remember one 
of these meetings on the 
south of town where the 
tent sat in a cleared grassy 
area, and the cars parked 
all around the tent. I never 
hear of tent meetings any-
more…I guess we don’t 
need extra religion now.  

The old man who trav-
eled through town with 
his Billy goats pulling his 
wagon with pots and pans 
clanging, was a novelty 
that everybody in town 
talked about, passing the 

word from one to the 
other, and folks would get 
in their cars to take a ride 
just outside town where 
the old man would be 
camped. He never seemed 
to mind the attention, and 
neither did the goats. 
You could smell the sight 
long before you could see 
him. He traveled all over 
the eastern seaboard, but 
made his home place in 
Jeffersonville, Ga. 

Sometimes, there would 
be a band of gypsies camp-
ing outside town. They 
didn’t like for you to get 
too close to their camps 
where they played music, 
banged tambourines, 
and danced, but I always 
wanted to talk to them 
to see where they were 
going, and why. Momma 
didn’t let me go see 
them, but I usually heard 
about them being in 
town. Sometimes, I would 
catch sight of some of 
the women with bright-
ly colored skirts and lots 
of dangling bracelets and 
big loop earrings. Their 
hair would be dark and 
long, streaming down 
their backs and sometimes 
they would have kerchiefs 

on them to tie back the 
long hair. I thought they 
were beautiful when 
I did see them. I often 
wondered why their chil-
dren didn’t have to go to 
school. They camped for 
a day or two and moved 
on. Some people said they 
were thieves. I’ve often 
wondered why they said 
that. I’m sure there must 
have been honest gypsies. 

Sometimes, the local 
paper would advertise 
that there was going to be 
a “sing” at a local coun-
try church. They were 
very popular, always with 
a crowd of hardy music 
loving Christians, who 
would listen to the quar-
tets, soloists, and duets 
from popular gospel sing-
ing groups that came from 
all over the state. Gospel 
music was a staple for the 
old timers.  Sometimes, 
these “sings” could go on 
all night, or at least till the 
wee hours of the morn-
ing. I don’t remember 
ever going to many and 
when I did, they fell into 
the same category for me 
as the tent meetings. Sit-
ting still wasn’t then, and 
still isn’t, my forte.
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I have been called a lot of 
things in my long life and 
not all of them flattering. 
A few years back, I was 
referred to as an “Obama 
bed-wetting liberal” and 
a “racist redneck.” Both in 
the same week. Go figure. 
What I like being called 
most of all, however, is 
Dad, as well as Pa. The 
former is how I am known 
to my kids and the latter 
by the grandkids and the 
great-grands who have 
come along in the interim. 
I bring this up to remind 
us all that Sunday, June 16, 
is Father’s Day. This is our 
day, dads. A time to have 
a well-deserved fuss made 
over us. We don’t get quite 
the attention as Mother’s 
Day, but every little bit 
helps. Besides, if it wasn’t 
for fathers, where would 
all the mothers come from? 
Unfortunately, you may 
have noticed how fathers 
are depicted in televi-
sion commercials. We 

always look like a bunch 
of dodos that have to be 
rescued from our miscues 
by a patient and under-
standing wife and their 
two bemused kids, all 
shaking their heads at 
us and our foibles while 
we babble nonsense. 
It makes me wonder if 
Dad is so stupid, why did 
Mom marry him in the 
first place? And why are 
we always made to look 
like airheads? My theo-
ry is that the twits who 
create those denigrating 
commercials collective-
ly hate their fathers for 
having made them eat 
everything on their plate 
before being excused 
from the dinner table and 
are now getting even. 
My daddy made me eat 
everything on my plate 
but I sure don’t hate him. 
As a matter of fact, I have 
spent my adult life try-
ing to measure up to him. 
I’m not there yet and 

don’t ever expect to be. 
Earl Yarbrough worked 
for the Railway Express 
Agency for 49 years and 
four months, mostly out-
side and mostly at night 
right up to his retirement 
day. In that time, which I 
calculate to be 2,596 weeks, 
he missed exactly three of 
those weeks and not one 
day more due to being 
hospitalized for an emer-
gency appendectomy. 
Today, that would proba-
bly be an outpatient pro-
cedure and he would like-
ly leave the doctor’s office 
and head straight to work. 
While my dad had only 
a seventh-grade educa-
tion and a hard-scrabble 
upbringing, he lived long 
enough to see both of his 
boys graduate from col-
lege and go on to have 
successful careers in 
their respective fields. 
To my brother and me, 
our father was never our 
buddy. He was our father. 

We didn’t go fishing with 
him or play pitch in the 
backyard or take family 
camping trips. Instead, 
we watched how hard 
he worked and observed 
his integrity, his honesty 
and his ability to discern 
right from wrong. He 
was remarkably consis-
tent. Right was right and 
wrong was wrong and 
rationalization was not a 
part of his makeup. I’m 
not sure what he would 
make of the changing 
world in which you and 
I live today but I know 
he wouldn’t change. 
Not a whit. Right would 
still be right and wrong 
would still be wrong. 
Today, far too many chil-
dren don’t have a role 
model like my brother and 
I had. In fact, they have no 
father at all. According to 
the U.S. Census Bureau, 
some 20 million children 
under the age of 18 — 
that’s 1 in 4 — live without 

a biological father, step-
father or adoptive father 
in the home. 67% of Black 
children in the United 
States under the age of 18 
live in a fatherless home. 
A group called the 
National Fatherhood 
Initiative says children in 
father-absent homes are 
more likely to live in pov-
erty, experience teen preg-
nancies, have behavioral 
problems, drug issues, to 
drop out of school and to 
end up in prison. Where 
have all the fathers gone? 
I am not likely a candi-
date for the Fathers Hall of 
Fame — if there were such 
a thing — but I somehow 
survived the experience. 
For my perseverance, I 

have two great kids and 
some very special grand-
children and great-grand-
children. Hard work but 
clearly worth the effort. 
To all you dads out there, 
mark June 16 on the calen-
dar and sit back and enjoy 
the day. Tell your corny 
and time-worn jokes — a 
Dad specialty — and let 
your family make a big 
to-do over you. You’ve 
earned it. And remember 
this: The older your kids 
get, the smarter you are 
going to look. That’s the 
best Father’s Day gift of all. 
You can reach Dick 
Yarbrough at dick@dickyar-
brough.com or at P.O. Box 
725373, Atlanta, Georgia 
31139.

Editorials Columns
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The “Summer Experience”

Dick
Yarbrough

Attention all fathers: Your day is coming

Editorial Cartoons

La’Rose
Tapley

Tent meetings, goat man and gypsies

One of the staple 
events of the summer 
season in this country 
used to be the experi-
ence of the “summer 
camp”. Kids in, let’s call 
it, “more affluent cir-
cumstances” might go 
to fancy private sum-
mer camps with won-
derful-sounding Indian 
names and take French 
lessons and ballroom 
dancing, but for most of 
us around here, it was 
seven to ten days at a 
church camp with no air 
conditioning and World 
War II army bunks 
or maybe a couple of 

weeks camping with 
the Boy Scouts. Looking 
back on it, we probably 
now understand that 
summer camps were 
good for us in build-
ing self-reliance and 
forming rugged char-
acter. This is a widely 
accepted notion, but 
summer camps also pro-
vided a well-deserved 
benefit for another large 
group of society. That 
group would be our 
parents. Did you ever 
notice how supportive 
and encouraging your 
parents were when 
you asked them if you 

could go, and then if 
they would pay the reg-
istration fee for summer 
camp? “Well, of course 
dear, we can manage 
that, and you might 
need some new sneak-
ers and blue jeans too.” 
It was almost scary how 
easy that was! “Let’s go 
talk to your father, right 
now”. It was like the 
bus was already out in 
the street with the motor 
running, but it was okay, 
your parents needed a 
break too. Now they had 
a whole week to them-
selves to actually talk 
to each other again and 

watch TV without you 
and your brothers or 
sisters fighting over the 
channels. When you got 
back home, they always 
acted like you had 
been off on some grand 
adventure, and so what 
if you had to move all 
the Tommy Dorsey and 
Glenn Miller albums 
out of Hi-Fi cabinet and 
bring your Beatles and 
Elvis 45s back in. That 
was the least you could 
do to promote family 
unity. For most of us, I 
think the camp experi-
ence usually stands out 
in our memory because, 

in the final analysis, it 
was an important mark-
er in our growing-up 
years. We learned things 
and met new people 
and most important-
ly, we found out more 
about ourselves. In a 
gentle but effective way, 
it was a test, and I think 
it’s too bad that all the 
kids coming along now 
days are not offered that 

“summer camp” test 
before the impersonal 
world we now know 
sweeps them up and 
hurries them along to 
the future. Whether it’s 
a week or two weeks 
or maybe just one day, 
a little part of a “sum-
mer camp” experience 
can make a big change 
and create some lasting 
memories in any life.



A groundbreaking 
treatment has emerged 
as a beacon of hope for 
those troubled by the 
persistent ringing in 
their ears, known as tin-
nitus. Dr. Gabriel Pitt, a 
local audiologist based 
in Swainsboro, Georgia, 
is excited about this new 
development. Special-
izing in the assessment 
and treatment of tinni-
tus, hearing loss, and 
certain balance prob-
lems, Dr. Pitt brings ex-
pertise and optimism to 
the table.

The treatment in ques-
tion, Lenire®, has shown 
remarkable promise in 
clinical trials. Developed 
by a team of researchers, 
Lenire® employs a 
unique approach to 
tinnitus management. 
Rather than masking 
the sound, it aims to 
address the root cause 
of the condition, offering 
lasting relief to sufferers.

One of the key features 
of Lenire® is its non-
invasive nature. This 
means that individuals 
can undergo treatment 
without the need for 

surgery or invasive 
procedures, minimizing 
discomfort and 
downtime. Importantly, 
clinical trials have 
demonstrated the 
effectiveness of Lenire® 
in reducing the severity 
of tinnitus symptoms, 
bringing relief to those 
who have long grappled 
with the condition.

Dr. Pitt emphasizes 
the significance of this 
breakthrough for indi-
viduals in Swainsboro 
and beyond. As the third 
generation in his family 
to serve the community 
with hearing healthcare, 
Dr. Pitt understands the 
profound impact that 

tinnitus can have on in-
dividuals’ quality of life. 
“As an audiologist and 
tinnitus specialist, I am 
hopeful that this prom-
ising new product will 
provide relief for those 
suffering with tinnitus,” 
says Dr. Pitt.

While there are exist-
ing treatments for tin-
nitus available on the 
market, Lenire® stands 
out for its potential to 
help those who have 
not found relief with 
conventional options. 
Its innovative approach 
and promising results 
offer new possibilities 
for individuals seeking 
respite from the 
persistent ringing in 
their ears.

With the introduction 
of Lenire®, individuals 
in Swainsboro and 
surrounding areas have 
reason to be optimistic 
about managing their 
tinnitus symptoms. 
Dr. Pitt remains 
dedicated to providing 
comprehensive care and 
exploring innovative 
solutions to improve the 
lives of his patients.

The Kiwanis Club 
of Swainsboro held its 
weekly meeting Tuesday 
night, May 21, at 7 
p.m. at the Rustic Grille. 
With President Cheryl 
Goodman presiding, they 
had 25 in attendance, 
including seven guests, 
Calder Ward, Erin Ward, 

Melonie Ward, Zane 
Scarboro, Judy Wells, 
Lawson Frye and Peyton 
Frye. The apple pie, pecan 
pie, and sweet potato pie, 
donated by the Club in 
honor of Jim Daughtry, 
were won by Judy Wells, 
Tracy Mason, and Wanda 
Ellis and David Gribbin 

won the Domino’s pizza. 
On May 7, some mem-

bers of the Kiwanis Club 
participated in a plant-
ing of a “Moon Tree” at 
the Fulford Center on 
the EGSC campus. The 
“Moon Tree” is a loblol-
ly pine which began as 
a seed on the Artemis I 
spaceship which orbited 
the moon in 2022. The 
first “Moon Trees” were 
planted in the 1970’s 
from seeds that were 
carried on Apollo 14 as 
it circled the moon in 
1971. The first “Moon 
Tree” in Georgia was 
planted in Waycross in 
the early-to-mid 70’s. 
Tim Goodman present-
ed the nominations for 
next year’s officers for 
the Swainsboro Kiwanis 
Club.  The results of the 
election were President 
– Paul Cerpovicz, 
President-Elect – Dianna 
Wedincamp, Vice 
President – Dwight Watt, 
Immediate Past President 
– Cheryl Goodman, 
Secretary – Tim Goodman, 
Treasurer – David 
Gribbin, 1-Year Directors 
– Bobbie Daughtry, Cayla 
Scarboro, Dess Smith and 
Mary Ellen Smith, and 
2-Year Directors – Jeff 

Brewer, Petite Garrett, 
Jeff Palmer and Windy 
Ward. The program was 
hosted by Tammy Allen 
who introduced Lawson 
Frye, an 8th Grader at 
Emanuel County Institute. A 
member of the Junior Beta 
Club, the Student Advisory 

Council, and the baseball 
and football teams, Lawson 
recently placed first in the 
State Jr. Beta Club speech 
contest and presented 
his speech at the meet-
ing. The requirements 
of the speech are that it 
be more than one min-

ute and less than two 
minutes in length on 
the topic “A Voyage of 
Adventure.” Lawson will 
be presenting his speech 
at the June 10, National 
Jr. Beta Convention in 
Savannah. Lawson’s parents 
are Peyton and Brooke Frye.
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Mercer University 
recently announced 
the President’s List 
and Dean’s List for 
the spring 2024 semes-
ter. Inclusion on these 
lists requires students 
to meet rigorous GPA 
standards specific to the 
college or school within 
the University.

Founded in 1833, 
Mercer University is a 
dynamic and compre-
hensive center of under-
graduate, graduate 
and professional edu-
cation. The University 
enrolls more than 9,100 
students in 12 schools 
and colleges – liberal 
arts and sciences, law, 
pharmacy, medicine, 
business, engineering, 
education, theology, 
music, nursing, 
health professions, 
and professional 
advancement – on 
major campuses in 
Macon and Atlanta, 
medical school sites 
in Macon, Savannah 
and Columbus, and 
at regional academic 
centers in Henry and 

Douglas counties.
Malina McKinzie of 

Adrian, junior, College 

of Nursing, President’s 
List and Britney Nguyen 
of Swainsboro, junior, 

School of Business, 
President’s List earned 
a place on the lists.
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Emanuel Retired Educators attend President ‘s Seminar
On Wednesday June 

5, 2024, President Verdell 
Brinson and Past-President 
Huddie Culbreth attend-
ed a President ‘s Seminar 
for Area 6 of The Georgia 
Retired Educators 
Association (GREA). 

The meeting was 
held at The Pittman Park 
United Methodist Church 
in Statesboro, and was 
led by Dr. Gwendolyn 
Yarborough, Area 6 
Director.

During this meeting, 
Presidents and President-

Elects around the area dis-
cussed projects and plans 
for the upcoming year. 
Each chapter received a 
GREA Chapter Guide, 
which Dr. Yarborough 
discussed in depth as to 
its use in making chapters 
run smoothly and provid-
ing guidance for the State 
Projects and other require-
ments that each chapter 
should complete during 
the year.

A delicious lunch was 
provided and enjoyed by 
all. FLYER

Brinson speaks to the Veterans
The Veterans at the 

Library held their 
weekly meeting at the 
Franklin Memorial 
Library Monday, June 
10, at 9:15 a.m. With 
Chair John Tapley pre-
siding, they had 48 in 
attendance. Breakfast 
was served by Sheri Watt 
to include grits, break-
fast casserole, watermel-
on, birthday cupcakes 
(Veteran Pete Boatright, 
93), cranberry juice, 
grape juice, orange juice 
and coffee. Two new 
veterans attended the 
meeting, Katrina Nicole 
Stevens and Rob Dale 
Heard. Katrina served 
in the U.S. Army from 
March 2007 to October 
2017, in the 1st, 41st Field 
Artillery. She served 
overseas during OLF 
and OEF and was also 
stationed at Fort Lee, 
VA and Fort Stewart, 
GA. Stevens obtained the 
rank of SGT. Rob served 

in the U.S. Navy from 
May 31, 1987, to June 
01, 2007, in the Gulf/
IRAQ. He served PT 
Morgan, CA, Whidbey, 
WA, Camp Pendleton, 
CA, NAS Pensacola, FL 
and NAS Jacksonville, 
FL. Heard obtained 
the rank of E-6. Watt 
introduced the speak-
er, Lynn Brinson from 
the Emanuel Medical 
Center, who talked 
about the “Georgia 
Heart Program”. Brinson 
discussed how they 

could sign up to send 
their Georgia Income 
Tax money directly to 
the Emanuel Medical 
Center instead of to the 
State of Georgia. This is 
a great way to support 
the local hospital with 
your Georgia person-
al income tax. For more 
information about this, 
please call Lynn at 478-
299-0088. Chair Johnny 
talked about June 14, 
U.S. Flag Day. All veter-
ans will meet at the City 
Square Friday, June 14, at 

9:30 a.m. for a short cer-
emony to honor the U.S. 
Flag. Also, don’t forget 
that we should all cele-
brate “Women Veterans 
Recognition Day’ on 
Wednesday, June 12, to 
observe the Anniversary 
of the Women’s Armed 
Services Integration Act. 
This Act was an effort 
to honor the work of 
women in the United 
States Armed Forces and 
recognize the unique 
challenges that they have 
faced.

HEARD AND STEVENSBRINSON

Turner chosen as June’s “Volunteer of the 
Month” for Special Olympics Georgia

This month’s edition 
of Georgia’s Champion, a 
monthly e-newsletter of 
Special Olympics Georgia 
(SOGA), includes an 
article featuring Elease 
Turner as the “Volunteer 
of the Month” for June. 
Ansley Bonner, Volunteer 
and Event Manager for 
SOGA, states that she 
would not be able to get 
through the Summer 
Games without Ms. 
Turner’s help because “… 
she always is so willing 
to jump into wherever I 
need her to.  I look for-
ward to seeing her each 
year.”

Elease Turner, a life-
long resident of Emanuel 
County and a retired 
Special Education teach-
er, is a member of the 
SOGA’s State Summer 
Games Organizing 
Committee and has 
been a dedicated vol-
unteer for over 10 years 
at the games hosted by 
Emory University every 
May. Over 2,000 athletes, 
coaches, and unified part-
ners spend the three-day 
weekend “working hard 
and playing hard.” 

This year, the athletes 
competed in athletics, 
cheerleading, flag foot-

ball, gymnastics, soccer, 
soccer skills, swimming, 
table tennis, tennis, and 
volleyball. As always, 
they had an “amazing” 
weekend!    

Those who know Ms. 
Turner can confirm the 
writer’s description of her 
is no exaggeration:  “… 
greeting everyone with 
her million-dollar smile 
and has a wonderful per-
sonality.” Another local 
retired Special Education 
teacher remarked, “That 
describes Elease. She cer-
tainly deserves this recog-
nition.” 

Ms. Turner says she 

will probably continue to 
volunteer at the games 
as long as she has good 
health and can drive in 
the Atlanta traffic.

TURNER

Mercer University Spring President’s 
and Dean’s Lists
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www.danielschev.com  |  CHEVROLET . BUICK . GMC TRUCKS
BEST AUTOMOTIVE DEALERSHIP 24 YEARS IN A ROW!

BUY LOCALLY! WE WERE HERE YESTERDAY. WE ARE HERE TODAY & WE WILL BE HERE TOMORROW!

F I N D  N E W  R O A D S  W I T H  D A N I E L S  C H E V R O L E T .
W H E R E  E V E R Y O N E  I S  A  W I N N E R !

CHEVROLET, GMC & BUICKS NOW OFFER 2 YEARS / 24,000 MILES 
OR SCHEDULED MAINTENANCE * 
Bumper-to-Bumper Limited Warranty (including tires): Coverage 
is for the �rst 3 years or 36,000 miles, whichever comes �rst. 
Powertrain Limited Warranty: Coverage is for the �rst 5 years or 
60,000 miles, which ever comes �rst.

FINDNEWROADS
W.A.C. SEE DEALER FOR DETAILS, 

TAX, TAG & DOC FEE EXTRA

1.9 %
APR † 90DAYS

†
WHEN YOU FINANCE

NO MONTHLY 
PAYMENTS FOR

 500 
CASH ALLOWANCE †

$
FOR WELL-QUALIFIED
BUYERS

WITH GM FINANCIAL

OR

����

����

1.9 %
APR † 90DAYS

†WHEN YOU FINANCE WITH GM FINANCIAL

NO MONTHLY 
PAYMENTS FOR

FOR WELL-QUALIFIED
BUYERS

�������������

 5,750 TOTAL VALUE
†

$

$4,750 TOTAL CASH ALLOWANCE + $1,000 TRADE ASSISTANCE
WHEN YOU TRADE IN AN ELIGIBLE VEHICLE 10 %

BELOW MSRPTHAT’S

��������������������������������
	�

1.9 %
APR

FOR 
WELL-QUALIFIED
BUYERS

90DAYS
WHEN YOU FINANCE WITH 
GM FINANCIAL ON SELECT 
2023/2024 CHEVY MODELS †

NO MONTHLY
PAYMENTS

������

1.9 %
APR † 90DAYS

†
WHEN YOU FINANCE

NO MONTHLY 
PAYMENTS FOR

 2,250 
CASH ALLOWANCE †

$
FOR WELL-QUALIFIED
BUYERS

WITH GM FINANCIAL

OR

��������������

����������������

������������

1.9 %
APR † 90DAYS

†
WHEN YOU FINANCE

NO MONTHLY 
PAYMENTS FOR

 1,000 
TOTAL CASH ALLOWANCE †

$
FOR WELL-QUALIFIED
BUYERS

WITH GM FINANCIAL

OR

�����������

1.9 %
APR † 90DAYS

†
WHEN YOU FINANCE

NO MONTHLY 
PAYMENTS FOR

 2,500 
TOTAL CASH ALLOWANCE †

$
FOR WELL-QUALIFIED
BUYERS

WITH GM FINANCIAL

OR

����

����

���������������������

 369 
PER MONTH †

$
ULTRA-LOW MILEAGE LEASE EXAMPLE FOR QUALIFIED NON-GM LESSEES
WITH A CURRENT ELIGIBLE LEASE

24 MONTHS

$1,679 DUE AT SIGNING AFTER ALL OFFERS
$0 ACQUISITION FEES ($695 VALUE)
TAX, TITLE AND LICENSE FEES EXTRA. NO SECURIT Y DEPOSIT REQUIRED.
MILEAGE CHARGE OF $0.25/MILE OVER 20,000 MILES.

��������
���������������

THE FIRST-EVER ALL-ELECTRIC EQUINOX EV

 7,500 CLEAN VEHICLE
†

EQUINOX EV MAY BE ELIGIBLE FOR UP TO

$ PLUS
FEDERAL TAX CREDIT  1,000 

CASH ALLOWANCE †

$
FOR CURRENT COMPETITIVE EV AND 
PHEV OWNERS AND LESSEES



Mr. and Mrs. Craig 
Moore of Winder and 
Mr. and Mrs. Greg 
Dickerson of Braselton 
are pleased to announce 
the engagement and 
forthcoming marriage of 
their daughter, Sydney 
Dickerson of Braselton, 
to Rhett Clifford Gay of 
Twin City. Mr. Gay is 
the son of Cliff and Judy 
Gay of Twin City

The bride-elect is 2015 
graduate of George 
Walton Academy and 
a 2019 graduate of 
University of Georgia 
with a Finance degree. 
She is an ABM Field 
Marketing Specialist 
at Demandbase. Miss 
Dickerson is the grand-
daughter of Doris Holmes 
and the late George 
Holmes of Winder and 
Pat Dickerson and the 
late Doyle Dickerson of 
Atlanta.

The future groom 
is a 2017 graduate 
of Emanuel County 
Institute and a 2022 grad-
uate of Georgia Southern 
University with a Master 
of Accounting. He is an 
accountant at Coastal 
Meats in Stillmore. Mr. 

Gay is the grandson of 
the Mr. and Mrs. Robert 
L. Rowland of Twin 
City and Mrs. Mary Gay 

and the late J.C. Gay of 
Garfield.

The wedding is set for 
June 29, 2024, in Athens.

Swainsboro, GA • June 12, 2024 • www.EmanuelCountyLive.com

TThhee  AAmmeerriiccaann  LLeeggiioonn
Post�103�Presents

Featured Guests
Rhonda & The Relics 

Ohoopee Angels
The Four Plys

Kendall Hadden & Co.

The May Belles
Mark Graham

Darren Barwick

The Showcase Band

Saturday,�June�29,�2024�-�7�PM
Swainsboro�Auditorium
Doors�open�at�6:00�PM

$5�Admission
(12�and�under�FREE)

  SShhoowwccaassiinngg  llooccaall  ttaalleenntt  ppllaayyiinngg  ccllaassssiicc  hhiittss  !!  

Master of Ceremonies
Ron Bivins

We support our Veterans!! 

Dawn Phillips Billy Cooler
Donnie McNeelyLige Moore

Phil Wilson

Miss Dickerson, Mr. Gay 
to exchange vows

MISS DICKERSON AND MR. GAY

LITTLE SLEUTHS WITH THEIR BOOKS

Week 1 Scavenger Hunt for Books Fun
by TAMRA ALLEN
Family Connection 

was thrilled with the 
participation of the first 
week of their Scavenger 
Hunt for Books. There 
were 63 sleuths hot on 
the trail that led them 
to the Swainsboro Fire 
Department to receive 
their free book and par-
ticipant punch card 
along with friendly 
greetings from the staff. 
Some even got a tour of 
the fire house. This was 
a great turn out for week 
#1 and we are hopeful 
that more families will 
join the fun. 

Thanks to the 
Swainsboro Fire 
Department for being 
so willing to help and 
so supportive in our lit-

eracy work in Emanuel 
County. A special 
thanks to the Mill Creek 
Foundation that funded 
the Scavenger Hunt for 
Books again this year. 

Families may join 
at any time during the 
8-week Scavenger Hunt 

this summer. Look for the 
clues that are posted daily 
on the Emanuel County 
Family Connection 
or Franklin Memorial 
Library Facebook pages 
to find the secret location 
to receive a new book 
every Thursday.

LITTLE SLEUTHS WITH THEIR BOOKS
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On May 22, a 
“Congrats Grads” 
meet-and-greet was 
held at SHS to celebrate 
our local graduates. 
Each year, seniors par-
ticipate in graduation 
practice to prepare them 
for their commence-
ment ceremonies. This 
year after practice, 
Nordson Corporation 
provided Chick-fil-A 
boxed lunches and 
Atlantic South Bank 
provided congratulato-
ry cakes for the grad-
uating seniors, giving 
them an opportunity 
to have one last gath-
ering as classmates. 
Also present to support 
the graduating class 
was James L. Buckley 
and Associates repre-
sentative Will Martin 

and Emanuel County 
Sheriff’s Department 
Chief Deputy Nick 
Robertson to speak 
with students about 
their futures and the 
opportunities to be had 
in Emanuel County. 

Thank you to Ms. 
Renata Jackson of 
Nordson and Ms. 
Stephanie Fagler of 
Atlantic South Bank for 
providing the meal to 
celebrate the success of 
the SHS Class of 2024!
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by TAMRA ALLEN
Emanuel Chopped 

Junior completed its 
sixth beginner session 
last week. This proj-
ect is the brainchild 
of Tammy Allen, the 
Emanuel County Fam-
ily Connection Coordi-
nator.  Emanuel Coun-
ty Family Connection 
is a collaborative of 
community partners 
who work together for 
the betterment of our 
youngsters with a con-
centration on childhood 
nutrition and literacy. 
Millcreek Foundation 
generously funded this 
cooking adventure and 
deserves our gratitude.

Emanuel Chopped 
Junior was a jammed-
packed five days of 
cooking, baking, using 
a variety of kitchen ap-
pliances, and learning 
safety skills.  As Miss 
Tammy told the par-
ticipants, “Don’t work 
in the kitchen without 
permission,” and these 
children were continu-
ally supervised by Fam-
ily Connection Partners 
Pam Carr, Candy Pow-
ers, and Petite Garrett 
and community volun-
teers Jen Meadows and 
Devion Davis.  Other 
adults who visited our 
chefs in training were 
our judges:  Matt Jar-
rell, Susan Stephenson, 
Cayla Scarboro, and Ol-
ivia Golden, all who are 
part of the Family Con-
nection Collaborative 
Parnership.

These chefs began 
the week preparing 
smoothies and creating 
pancake art, which was 
judged on appearance 
and oral presentation.  
The second day includ-
ed a visit from three 
members of the Lean-
na’s Coffee Shop staff, 
who gave a “hands-on” 
lesson in making piz-
za from rolling out the 
dough and spinning the 
crust in the air to adding 
sauce and cheese.  The 
Chopped Junior chefs 
then created their own 
personal-sized pizzas 
adding special ingredi-
ents of their choosing.  
The next project in-
volved a discussion of 
different types of apples 
followed by the chefs 
rolling out crusts, fill-
ing their miniature pie 
pans with apples, and 
topping their pies with 
a traditional crust and a 
decorative opening and 
crimped crust or with 

lattice work to complete 
their fruit masterpieces. 

Day three the chefs 
used their learned 
health skills to crack 
eggs and cook scram-
bled eggs in the mi-
crowave and sausage 
links in the air fryer.  
The last cooking activ-
ity of the day was the 
preparation, seasoning, 
and roasting of fresh 
vegetables. Thursday, 
chefs began the morn-
ing with a most unusu-
al, but delicious dish, 
waffle corn dogs, using 
a waffle iron.  Follow-
ing this breakfast dish, 
students were each giv-
en a piping bag filled 
with frosting to practice 
making decorations for 
the cakes they were to 
bake the next day. The 
class ended in each 
group’s making a cres-
cent roll entrée, which 
was judged on its ap-
pearance, taste, and stu-
dent presentation.

The last day of this 
fun week of Emanuel 
Chopped Junior ended 
with chefs baking and 
using their previously 
learned piping skills 
to decorate mini cakes.  
Then they displayed 
their creativity with 
fruit sculptures, which 
were judged on appear-
ance and oral descrip-
tions of their works 
of art.  Students end-
ed Emanuel Chopped 
Junior by putting on 
aprons, personalized 
by Family Connection 
Partner Ann Rogers, 
and chef hats.  Each 
chef was presented 
with their own smooth-
ie maker and a gift bag 
containing measuring 
cups and spoons, mini 
baking pans, and a rec-
ipe book containing all 
the recipes they had 
followed during their 
five days of Emanuel 
Chopped Junior.

Family Connection presents the latest chef graduates

EMANUEL CHOPPED JUNIOR GRADUATES

Daughtry speaks to the Wiregrass Chapter
The Wiregrass Chapter, 

Georgia Society Sons of 
the American Revolution 
held its monthly meet-
ing Thursday night, 
May 9, at McKinney 
Pond at 6:30 p.m. With 
President Steve Burke 
presiding, they had 25 
in attendance. President 
Burke talked about sev-
eral of the events that the 
Chapter has participated 
in the past month and 
what events were com-

ing up in May. President 
Steve then asked 
Registrar Dess Smith III 
to introduce our speaker 
for the evening. Registrar 
Dess introduced SAR 
member Hu Daughtry. 
Hu is a member of the 
Mill Creek Chapter 
in Statesboro and he 
and his wife Susan 
live in Metter. Hu›s 
presentation was on 
«Irish American Patriots, 
in his Family Tree». DAUGHTRY

Meet-and-greet held for SHS graduates

Moose Lodge to host 
Karaoke Night

Swainsboro Moose Lodge 1930 will host Karaoke 
Night on Saturday night, June 15, from 5 to 9 p.m. 
at the Swainsboro Boneyard Pavilion. The event 
is presented by Big Wolf Entertainment and is 
free for everyone. Take your lawn chairs and your 
family and enjoy the fun. 

Subscribe to 
The Forest-Blade 
and receive the 
eEdition FREE!

Call Denise 
today!

478.237.9971
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Legals
|
STATE OF GEORGIA COUNTY OF 
EMANUEL
IN RE: ESTATE OF RAYMOND S. 
MORRIS, JR., DECEASED.
All creditors of the estate of 
Raymond S. Morris, Jr., deceased, 
late of
Emanuel County, are hereby noti-
fied to render their demands to 
Richard M.
McNeely, attorney for Susan Blair, 
a/k/a Susan Morris, Executor of the 
Raymond S.
Morris, Jr., Estate, at P. O. Box 
767, Swainsboro, Georgia 30401, 
according to law,
and all persons indebted to said 
estate are required to make imme-
diate payment of
any indebtedness due the estate.
This 10th day of May, 2024.
RICHARD M. MCNEELY,
Attorney for Susan Blair, a/k/a 
Susan Morris
Executor of the Raymond S. Morris, 
Jr., Estate
Richard M. McNeely, P.C.
P. O. Box 767
Swainsboro, Georgia 30401
(478) 237-4225
|
NOTICE TO DEBTORS AND 
CREDITORS GEORGIA, 
EMANUEL COUNTY
All creditors of the estate of Donnie 
Elmer Price, decedent, late of 
Emanuel County, are hereby noti-
fied to render in their demands to 
Jerry N. Cadle, P.C., P.O. Box 68, 
Swainsboro, GA 30401 according 
to law, and all persons indebted to 
said estate are required to make 
immediate payment.
This 14th day of May, 2024.
Lynn Gail Price, Administratrix of the 
Estate of      
  
Donnie Elmer Price, decedent
Jerry N. Cadle, P.C.
P.O. Box 68
Swainsboro, GA 30401
|
IN THE SUPERIOR COURT OF 
EMANUEL COUNTY STATE OF 
GEORGIA
In Re:  Civil Action File No. 24CV120
NOTICE OF PETITION TO 
CHANGE NAME
GEORIGA, Emanuel County
Notice is hereby given that Daniella 
Delgado, the undersigned, filed a 
petition to the Superior Court of 
Emanuel County, Georgia on the 
15th day of May, 2024, praying for 
a change in the name of petitioner 
from Daniella Delgado to Daniella 
Cartaya. Notice is hereby given 
pursuant to law to any interested 
or affected party to appear in said 
Court and to file objections to such 
name change. Objections must be 
filed with said Court within 30 days 
of the filing of said petition.
|
IN THE JUVENILE COURT OF 
EMANUEL COUNTY STATE OF 
GEORGIA 
IN THE INTEREST OF:
D.P.  SEX: M        
DOB: 10/29/2023        CASE#
Minor Child Under the Age of 18.
NOTICE OF SUMMONS
TO: JORDAN LEE PIERONI, 
GALEN STERLING, and Any 
Unknown biological father of 
the above-named child born 
to JORDAN LEE PIERONI at 
FAIRVIEW PARK HOSPITAL in 
Dublin, Georgia,
You are hereby notified that the 
above-styled action has been 
brought by the Emanuel County 
Department of Family and Children 
Services, and the Georgia 
Department of Human Services, 
seeking to terminate your paren-
tal rights with regard to the above 
referenced child; that said action 
has been filed in the Juvenile Court 
of Emanuel County, Georgia; and 
that by reason of an Order for 
Service of Summons by Publication 
dated____________________, you 
are hereby notified that you may 
obtain a copy of the petition from 
the Clerk of the Juvenile Court of 
Emanuel County, Georgia and may 
file with the Clerk of said Court 
and serve upon Marnique Oliver, 
Petitioner’s Attorney, whose mail-
ing address is P.O. Box 308, 115 
S. Racetrack Street, Swainsboro, 
Georgia, 30401, an answer to the 
petition at any time prior to the Final 
Hearing.  
You are hereby commanded and 
required to appear before this court 
on the ____ day of      , 2024 at the 
EMANUEL County Courthouse in 
SWAINSBORO, Georgia at 10:00 
a.m., for a FINAL HEARING and 
show cause, if any you have, why 
the relief requested in the petition 
should not be granted. You are 
hereby commanded and required to 
appear before this Court at said final 
hearing or the findings of the Court 
will be made the permanent order 
of this Court in the above case. 
You must attend the final hearing 
in order to preserve your rights. At 
the final hearing you will be given 
an opportunity to show cause, if any 
you have, why the relief requested 
in the petition should not be grant-
ed. Prior to the Final Hearing a 
Provisional Hearing on the petition 
will be held before the Court on   at 
10:00 a.m. in the Juvenile Courtroom 
at the EMANUEL County Courthouse, 
SWAINSBORO, Georgia. 
The parties notified hereby are enti-
tled to legal counsel in the proceed-

ings, and the Court will appoint 
legal counsel if any party should be 
unable, without undue hardship, to 
employ counsel.  
You are further notified that you will 
lose all rights to the children and will 
not be entitled to object to the termi-
nation of your rights to the children 
unless, within thirty days of receipt 
of this notice, you file:
(a)A petition to legitimate the child 
pursuant to O.C.G.A. § 19-7-22; 
and 
(b)Notice of the filing of the peti-
tion to legitimate with the Emanuel 
County Juvenile Court. 
The Findings of Fact and Order of 
Disposition made at the Provisional 
Hearing will become final at the 
Final Hearing unless the party 
served by publication appears at the 
Final Hearing.  If the party served 
by publication fails to appear at the 
Final Hearing on the petition, the 
Findings of Fact and Interlocutory 
Orders made will become final with-
out further evidence and will be gov-
erned by the Juvenile Court Code 
as if made at the Final Hearing.  
If the party served by publication 
appears at the Final Hearing, the 
Interlocutory findings and Orders 
shall be vacated and disregarded, 
and the hearing shall proceed upon 
the allegations of the motion.
The parties notified hereby are enti-
tled to legal counsel in the proceed-
ings, and the Court will appoint 
legal counsel if any party should be 
unable, without undue hardship, to 
employ counsel.
A copy of this petition may be 
obtained at no charge from the 
Office of the Clerk of Court between 
the hours of 9:00 a.m. and 5:00 p.m. 
Monday through Friday.
WITNESS, the Honorable Sherri 
McDonald, Judge of said Juvenile 
Court.
This ________ day of 
___________________, 2024.
Clerk, Emanuel County Juvenile 
Court
|
STATE OF GEORGIA COUNTY OF 
EMANUEL
NOTICE OF SALE UNDER 
POWER
Because of a default under the 
terms of the Security Deed exe-
cuted by Billy Tant to Mortgage 
Electronic Registration Systems, 
Inc., as Nominee for Quicken Loans, 
Inc. dated April 19, 2019, and 
recorded in Deed Book 479, Page 
561, Emanuel County Records, 
said Security Deed having been 
last sold, assigned, transferred 
and conveyed to Rocket Mortgage, 
LLC f/k/a Quicken Loans, LLC f/k/a 
Quicken Loans Inc. securing a Note 
in the original principal amount of 
$99,200.00, the holder thereof pur-
suant to said Deed and Note there-
by secured has declared the entire 
amount of said indebtedness due 
and payable and, pursuant to the 
power of sale contained in said 
Deed, will on the first Tuesday, July 
2, 2024, during the legal hours of 
sale, before the Courthouse door 
in said County, sell at public outcry 
to the highest bidder for cash, the 
property described in said Deed, 
to-wit:
All that tract or parcel of land, 
together with the improvements 
thereon, situate, lying and being 
in the 1452nd G.M. District of 
Emanuel County, Georgia, con-
taining 1.333 acres as shown on a 
plat prepared by George William 
Donaldson, Surveyor dated 
March 30, 2015, and recorded 
in Plat Book 22, Page 603 of the 
Records of the Clerk of Superior 
Court of Emanuel County, Georgia 
and by reference is incorporated 
herein for a more full, complete 
and accurate description of said 
property. Said property being 
bounded, as shown on said plat, 
now or formerly, as follows: On 
the North by Nora Elaine Bridge; 
on the East by property of Jonas 
H. and Evalena Meeks; on the 
South by property of Jonas 
Hardee Meeks, Jr.; and on the 
West by Cowford Bridge Road 
a/k/a County Road Number 442. 
NOTE: The Company is prohibited 
from insuring the area or quantity 
of the land. The Company does 
not represent that any acreage 
or footage calculations are cor-
rect. References to quantity are 
for identification purposes only. 
Commonly known as: 
908 Cow Ford Bridge 
Rd, Kite, GA 31049-6316 
THE PROPERTY ADDRESS AND 
TAX PARCEL IDENTIFICATION 
NUMBER LISTED ARE PROVIDED 
SOLELY FOR INFORMATIONAL 
PURPOSES
Said property is known as 908 Cow 
Ford Bridge Rd, Kite, GA 31049, 
together with all fixtures and person-
al property attached to and consti-
tuting a part of said property, if any.
Said property will be sold subject to 
any outstanding ad valorem taxes 
(including taxes which are a lien, 
whether or not now due and pay-
able), the right of redemption of any 
taxing authority, any matters which 
might be disclosed by an accu-
rate survey and inspection of the 
property, any assessments, liens, 
encumbrances, zoning ordinances, 
restrictions, covenants, and matters 
of record superior to the Security 
Deed first set out above.
The proceeds of said sale will be 

applied to the payment of said 
indebtedness and all expenses of 
said sale as provided in said Deed, 
and the balance, if any, will be dis-
tributed as provided by law.
The sale will be conducted subject 
(1) to confirmation that the sale 
is not prohibited under the U.S. 
Bankruptcy Code and (2) to final 
confirmation and audit of the status 
of the loan with the secured creditor.
The property is or may be in the 
possession of Billy Tant, succes-
sor in interest or tenant(s).
Rocket Mortgage, LLC f/k/a 
Quicken Loans, LLC f/k/a Quicken 
Loans Inc. as Attorney-in-Fact for 
Billy Tant
File no. 24-081775
LOGS LEGAL GROUP LLP*
Attorneys and Counselors at Law
211 Perimeter Center 
Parkway, N.E., Suite 130 
Atlanta, GA 30346
(770) 220-2535
https://www.logs.com/ 
*THE LAW FIRM IS ACTING AS 
A DEBT COLLECTOR. ANY 
INFORMATION OBTAINED WILL 
BE USED FOR THAT PURPOSE.
|
NOTICE TO DEBTORS AND 
CREDITORS GEORGIA, 
EMANUEL COUNTY
All creditors of the estate of Lynda 
Cowart Talmadge, decedent, late of 
Emanuel County, are hereby noti-
fied to render in their demands to 
Jerry N. Cadle, P.C., P.O. Box 68, 
Swainsboro, GA 30401 according 
to law, and all persons indebted to 
said estate are required to make 
immediate payment.
This 21st day of May, 2024.
David Franklin Pierce, Executor of 
the Estate of     
Lynda Cowart Talmadge, decedent
Jerry N. Cadle, P.C.
P.O. Box 68
Swainsboro, GA 30401
|
IN THE PROBATE COURT OF 
EMANUEL COUNTY STATE OF 
GEORGIA
IN RE: ESTATE OF 
DONNIE RAY TANNER, 
DECEASED
ESTATE NO. 24E0069
PETITION FOR LETTERS OF 
ADMINISTRATION NOTICE
TO: ALL INTERESTED PARITES 
and to whom it may concern:
DONALD TANNER has petitioned 
to be appointed administrator of the 
estate of DONNIE RAY TANNER 
deceased, of said county.  (The peti-
tioner has also applied for waiver of 
bond, waiver of reports, waiver of 
statements, and/or grant of certain 
powers contained in O.C.G.A. § 
53-12-261.)  All interested persons 
are hereby notified to show cause 
why said petition should not be 
granted.  All objections to the peti-
tion must be in writing, setting forth 
the grounds of any such objections, 
and must be filed with the Court on 
or before JUNE 24, 2024.  
BE NOTIFIED FURTHER: All objec-
tions to the petition must be in 
writing, setting forth the grounds 
of any such objections.  All objec-
tions should be sworn to before a 
notary public or before a probate 
court clerk, and filing fees must 
be tendered with your objections, 
unless you qualify to file as an indi-
gent party.  Contact probate court 
personnel for the required amount 
of filing fees.  If any objections are 
filed, a hearing will be scheduled 
at a later date.  If no objections are 
filed, the petition may be granted 
without a hearing.
DON E. WILKES
Judge of the Probate Court
By: Jeanie Hooks
Clerk of the Probate Court
P. O. Box 70 / 125 South Main 
Street
Swainsboro, Ga. 30401
Address
(478) 237-7091
Telephone Number
|
IN THE PROBATE COURT OF 
EMANUEL COUNTY STATE OF 
GEORGIA
IN RE: ESTATE OF 
LINDA LEE ROBERTS, DECEASED
ESTATE NO. 24E0070
NOTICE
IN RE: The Petition to Probate Will 
in Solemn Form in the above-refer-
enced estate having been duly filed.
TO: DIANA LYNN ROBERTS
This is to notify you to file objection, 
if there is any, to the petition to 
probate will in solemn form, in this 
Court on or before JUNE 24, 2024. 
BE NOTIFIED FURTHER: All objec-
tions to the petition must be in 
writing, setting forth the grounds 
of any such objections.  All objec-
tions should be sworn to before a 
notary public or before a probate 
court clerk, and filing fees must 
be tendered with your objections, 
unless you qualify to file as an indi-
gent party.  Contact probate court 
personnel for the required amount 
of filing fees.  If any objections are 
filed, a hearing will be scheduled 
at a later date.  If no objections are 
filed, the petition may be granted 
without a hearing.
DON E. WILKES
Judge of the Probate Court
By: Jeanie Hooks
Clerk of the Probate Court
P. O. Box 70
Swainsboro, Ga. 30401
Address
|

IN THE PROBATE COURT OF 
EMANUEL COUNTY STATE OF 
GEORGIA
IN RE: ESTATE OF                                              
KAREN L HELMES, DECEASED
ESTATE OF NO. 24E0068
PETITION FOR LETTERS OF 
ADMINISTRATION NOTICE
TO: ALL INTERESTED PARTIES 
and to whom it may concern:
CARL G. HELMS
has petitioned to be appoint-
ed administrator of the estate of 
KAREN L. HELMS deceased, of 
said county. (The petitioner has also 
applied for waiver of bond, waiver 
of reports, waiver of statements, 
and /or grant of certain powers 
contained in O.C.G.A.  53-12-261.)  
All interested persons are hereby 
notified to show cause why said 
petition should not be granted. All 
objections to the petition must be 
in writing, setting forth the grounds 
of any such objections, and must 
be filed with the Court on or before 
JUNE 24, 2024. 
BE NOTIFIED FURTHER: All objec-
tions to the petition must be in 
writing, setting forth the grounds of 
any such objections. All objections 
should be sworn to before a notary 
public or before a probate court 
clerk, and filing fees must be ten-
dered with your objections, unless 
you qualify to file as an indigent 
party. Contact probate court person-
al for the required amount of filing 
fees. If any objections are filed, a 
hearing will be scheduled at a later 
date. If no objections are filed, the 
petition may be granted without a 
hearing.
DON E. WILKES
Judge of the Probate Court
By: Jeanie Hooks Clerk of the 
Probate Court
P.O. Box 70/125 S Main Street
Swainsboro, Ga. 30401
Address
(478)237-7091
Telephone Number
|
NOTICE OF SALE UNDER 
POWER STATE OF GEORGIA 
EMANUEL COUNTY By virtue of 
a power of sale contained in a 
certain security deed from Sheila 
Renee Boatright to United States of 
America, acting through the Farmers 
Home Administration, United States 
Department of Agriculture and 
recorded in Deed Book 31, Page 42, 
Emanuel County, Georgia records 
given to secure a note in the original 
amount of $20,000.00 with interest 
on the unpaid balance until paid, 
the following described property 
will be sold at public outcry to the 
highest bidder for cash at the court-
house door of EMANUEL COUNTY, 
Georgia, or such other location with-
in the legal hours of sale on the first 
Tuesday in July, 2024, to wit: July 
02, 2024, the following described 
property: All that lot or parcel of land 
situate, lying and being in the City of 
Swainsboro, 53rd G. M. District of 
Emanuel County, Georgia, fronting 
Ninety (90) feet on the East side of 
U. S. Highway No. 1 and extending 
back in a general Easterly direc-
tion between paralled lines a dis-
tance of Three Hundred (300) feet, 
and bounded as follows: North by 
Pine Lakes, Ltd; East by Margie 
L. Boatright and Pine Lakes, Ltd.; 
South by Billy and Marrion Screws; 
and West by the right-of-way of U. 
S. No. 1. Said property is more par-
ticularly described by plat made by 
C. L. Gillis, Sr., Surveyor, on May 8, 
1961, which is recorded in the Office 
of Clerk, Emanuel Superior Court, 
in Plat Book 1, Page 389, to which 
reference is made as a more full 
and complete part of this descrip-
tion. Tax Parcel ID: S13 040 Being 
real property commonly known as 
643 N. Main St., Swainsboro, GA 
30401.  The debt secured by the 
above-referenced security deed has 
been declared due because of the 
default in the payment of said debt 
per the terms of the note and other 
possible defaults by the borrower 
or the successor thereto. The debt 
remaining in default, this sale will 
be made for the purpose of pay-
ing the debt and all expenses of 
this sale including attorney’s fees 
(notice of intent to collect attorney’s 
fees having been given). Said sale 
will be made subject to the following 
items which may affect the title to 
said property: All restrictive cov-
enants, easements and rights-of-
way appearing of record, if any; all 
zoning ordinances; matters which 
would be disclosed by an accu-
rate survey or by an inspection 
of the property; all outstanding or 
unpaid bills and assessments for 
street improvements, curbing, gar-
bage, water, sewage and public 
utilities which may be liens upon 
said property; and any outstand-
ing taxes, assessments and other 
liens superior to the security deed 
being foreclosed hereby.  To the 
best knowledge and belief of the 
undersigned, the above-described 
property is in the possession of the 
borrower and/or other persons with 
the consent and acquiescence of 
the borrower. Pursuant to O.C.G.A. 
§ 44-14-162.2, the name, address 
and telephone number of the per-
son or entity who shall have full 
authority to negotiate, amend, or 
modify all terms of the above-de-
scribed mortgage is as follows:  
Dawsons Management c/o USDA 
3775 Venture Drive Duluth, GA 

30096 770-962-4981 The fore-
going notwithstanding, nothing in 
O.C.G.A. § 44-14-162.2 shall be 
construed to require The United 
States of America, acting through 
the Secretary of Agriculture to nego-
tiate, amend, or modify the terms of 
the Security Deed described here-
in. The United States of America, 
acting through the Secretary of 
Agriculture as Attorney in Fact for 
Sheila Renee Boatright Attorney 
Contact: Miller, George & Suggs, 
PLLC 3000 Langford Road, Building 
100 Peachtree Corners, GA 30071 
Phone: 404-793-1447 Fax: 404-
738-1558  24GA414-0036 THIS 
COMMUNICATION IS FROM A 
DEBT COLLECTOR ATTEMPTING 
TO COLLECT A DEBT.  ANY 
INFORMATION OBTAINED WILL 
BE USED FOR THAT PURPOSE. 
Order Number 102655, Pub 
Dates: 06/05/2024, 06/12/2024, 
06/19/2024, 06/26/2024, THE 
FOREST BLADE
|
NOTICE TO DEBTORS AND 
CREDITORS GEORGIA, 
EMANUEL COUNTY
All creditors of the estate of William 
L. McClure, decedent, late of 
Emanuel County, are hereby noti-
fied to render in their demands to 
Jerry N. Cadle, P.C., P.O. Box 68, 
Swainsboro, GA 30401 according 
to law, and all persons indebted to 
said estate are required to make 
immediate payment.
This 29th day of May, 2024.
Marvin roger Johnson, Executor of 
the Estate of     
William L. McClure, decedent
Jerry N. Cadle, P.C.
P.O. Box 68
Swainsboro, GA 30401
|
IN THE PROBATE COURT OF 
EMANUEL COUNTY STATE OF 
GEORGIA
IN RE: ESTATE OF 
LUCIUS WILLIAMS, DECEASED
ESTATE NO. 24E0071
PETITION FOR LETTERS OF 
ADMINISTRATION NOTICE
TO: ALL INTERESTED PARITES 
and to whom it may concern:
ROSA L. WILLIAMS has petitioned 
to be appointed administrator of 
the estate of LUCIUS WILLIAMS 
deceased, of said county.  (The peti-
tioner has also applied for waiver of 
bond, waiver of reports, waiver of 
statements, and/or grant of certain 
powers contained in O.C.G.A. § 
53-12-261.)  All interested persons 
are hereby notified to show cause 
why said petition should not be 
granted.  All objections to the peti-
tion must be in writing, setting forth 
the grounds of any such objections, 
and must be filed with the Court on 
or before JULY 1, 2024.  
BE NOTIFIED FURTHER: All objec-
tions to the petition must be in 
writing, setting forth the grounds 
of any such objections.  All objec-
tions should be sworn to before a 
notary public or before a probate 
court clerk, and filing fees must 
be tendered with your objections, 
unless you qualify to file as an indi-
gent party.  Contact probate court 
personnel for the required amount 
of filing fees.  If any objections are 
filed, a hearing will be scheduled 
at a later date.  If no objections are 
filed, the petition may be granted 
without a hearing.
DON E. WILKES
Judge of the Probate Court
By: Jeanie Hooks
Clerk of the Probate Court
P. O. Box 70 
Swainsboro, Ga. 30401
Address
(478) 237-7091
Telephone Number
|
GEORGIA, EMANUEL COUNTY
Notice is hereby given that ELISAMA 
MACHADO HADAWAY, also known 
as ELISAMA HERNANDEZ, the 
undersigned, filed her petition to the 
Superior Court of Emanuel County, 
Georgia, on the 30th day of May, 
2024, praying for a change in the 
name of petitioner from ELISAMA 
MACHADO HADAWAY, also known 
as ELISAMA HERNANDEZ, to 
ELISAMA MACHADO. Notice is 
hereby given pursuant to law to 
any interested or affected party to 
appear in said Court and to file 
objections to such name change. 
Objections must be filed with said 
Court within thirty (30) days of filing 
of said petition.
This the 30th day of May, 2024.
KRISTEN C. HALL, CLERK
EMANUEL COUNTY SUPERIOR 
COURT
JON A. LEVIS
LEVIS LAW FIRM, LLC
POST OFFICE BOX 129
SWAINSBORO, GEORGIA 30401
478.237.7029
|
STATE OF GEORGIA COUNTY OF 
EMANUEL
IN RE: ESTATE OF JAMES 
DONALD CLIFTON, DECEASED.
All creditors of the estate of 
James Donald Clifton, deceased, 
late of Emanuel County, are 
hereby notified to render their 
demands to Richard M. McNeely, 
attorney for Melissa A. Clifton, 
Executor of the James Donald 
Clifton Estate, at P. O. Box 767, 
Swainsboro, Georgia 30401, 
according to law, and all per-
sons indebted to said estate are 
required to make immediate pay-

ment of any indebtedness due 
the estate.
This 6th day of June, 2024.
RICHARD M. MCNEELY,
Attorney for Melissa A. Clifton
Executor of the James Donald 
Clifton Estate
Richard M. McNeely, P.C.
P. O. Box 767
Swainsboro, Georgia 30401
(478) 237-4225
|
STATE OF GEORGIA COUNTY OF 
EMANUEL
IN RE: ESTATE OF PATSY 
ELIZABETH KERSEY, 
DECEASED.
All creditors of the estate of Patsy 
Elizabeth Kersey, deceased, late 
of Emanuel County, are hereby 
notified to render their demands 
to Richard M. McNeely, attorney 
for Tara K. Newsome and John 
Ryan Kersey, Executors of the 
Patsy Elizabeth Kersey Estate, 
at P. O. Box 767, Swainsboro, 
Georgia 30401, according to 
law, and all persons indebted 
to said estate are required to 
make immediate payment of any 
indebtedness due the estate.
This 6th day of June, 2024.
RICHARD M. MCNEELY,
Attorney for Tara K. Newsome 
and 
John Ryan Kersey 
Executors of the Patsy Elizabeth 
Kersey Estate
Richard M. McNeely, P.C.
P. O. Box 767
Swainsboro, Georgia 30401
(478) 237-4225
|
IN THE SUPERIOR COURT OF 
EMANUEL COUNTY STATE OF 
GEORGIA
JEFFREY BREWER acting as 
SHERIFF
OF EMANUEL COUNTY, GEORGIA                                        
Civil Action No.:24CV00097
Plaintiff,  v.
RAY CLAYTON DOWNER,
GPD HOLDINGS, LLC formerly 
known
as COINFLIP, LLC, and ALL 
OTHER
INDIVIDUALS HAVING AN 
INTEREST
IN THE BELOW DESCRIBED 
PROPERTY,
Defendant.
NOTICE OF SERVICE BY 
PUBLICATION
TO: ALL OTHER INTERESTED 
PARTIES HAVING AN INTEREST 
IN MONIES DESCRIBED IN THE 
ABOVE STYLED ACTION
YOU ARE NOTIFIED that a 
Complaint for Interpleader was filed 
in the above styled action with the 
Superior Court of Emanuel County 
on the 23rd day of April, 2024 by 
Jeffrey Brewer acting as Sheriff 
of the Emanuel County Sheriff’s 
Office, and that by reason of an 
Order for Service by Publication 
dated June 7th, 2024 and entered 
by the Court on the June 7th, 2024 
that service be had by publication 
as provided by law; You are hereby 
required to file with the Clerk of 
this Court and serve upon Plaintiff’s 
Attorney, Cindy C. Delgado, Post 
Office Box 695, Metter, Georgia 
30439, an answer or other respon-
sive pleading within sixty (60) days 
of the date of the Order for Service 
by Publication.
WITNESS the Honorable Robert 
S. Reeves, Chief Judge of 
said Court, this _____ day of 
________________, 2024.
Emanuel County Superior Court 
Clerk
Prepared by:
Cindy C. Delgado
Attorney for Plaintiff
Georgia Bar No. 411008 J. 
KENDALL GROSS, P.C.
Post Office Box 695
Metter, GA 30439
(912) 685-4619

Call Melva at 478-237-9971 to help sell your unwanted items!
Homes for sale or rent • Apartments for rent • Land for sale 

• Yard and estate sales • Miscellaneous for sale • Pets/animals 
• Help wanted • Services offered



Officers with the 
Swainsboro Police 
Department (SPD) report-
ed…

May 30
Officers were dis-

patched to West 
Morning Street in ref-
erence to a neighbor 
hearing a female yelling 
for help. Upon arrival, 
officers met with the 
offender and the vic-
tim outside. The victim 
appeared intoxicated 
and told officers that he 
and his girlfriend got 
into an argument that 
was not physical. The 
offender reported the 
same thing. The victim 
was bleeding, but he 
stated that he fell on the 
pavement. 

May 31
Officer was called to 

SPD for a walk in report. 
Complainant stated 
that the hard copy of 
his vehicle tag had been 
misplaced.

Officer responded to 
Stewart Road in ref-
erence to a report of 
someone breaking into 
a vehicle and stealing 
some items. C/p stat-
ed that it was her vehi-
cle, but the items taken 
were her granddaugh-
ters. They claimed that 
they did not see anyone 
around the house.

Officer was at 
Enmarket and was 
advised that a pack of 
candy had not been 
paid for and just fell out 
of the pant leg of the 
offender. The offender 
was arrested. 

Officer was dis-

patched to Walmart in 
reference to a female 
that had recently been 
trespassed. Loss pre-
vention stated that the 
woman was on the gro-
cery side but was not 
allowed to enter for 2 
years. The offender was 
detained and issued a 
citation. 

Officer received a call 
in reference to a male 
hitting a female and then 
walking into the vape 
shop by Walmart. There 
was apparent swelling 
on the victim’s eye and 
the offender was arrest-
ed for battery.

Officers observed 
a couple exchanging 
a substance back and 
forth. This was later 
identified as marijuana 
and the offenders were 
arrested. Crack cocaine 
was also found. 

June 1
C/p came into SPD to 

make a report. He stated 
that his vehicle had been 
struck by a rock from 
the vehicle in front of 
him, cracking the wind-
shield. 

Officers responded 
to South Main Street in 
reference to juveniles’ 
spray painting the floor 
of the store. The offend-
er was arrested and tres-
passed from the store. 

June 2
Officers were dis-

patched to South Green 
Street in reference to a 
prowler report that had 
already occurred. C/p 
stated that she heard 
someone knock on her 
window and she trig-

gered the alarm on her 
car to scare them off. 
She observed this per-
son and followed them 
in her vehicle, he then 
told her that there was 
gun stolen from his 
residence and that he 
was just warning her. 
Officers reported to the 
offender’s residence 
who stated that he 
wanted to make a report 
on the stolen gun. 

Officer was dis-
patched to East Pine 
Street in reference to two 
men wearing ski masks 
and carrying guns. The 
offenders were located 
and arrested.

Officer was at Walmart 
in reference to a shoplift-
er. C/p stated that the 
offender attempted to 
shoplift. Offender was 
arrested. 

Officer was dis-
patched to South Main 
Street in reference to a 
bomb threat. When the 
number was traced, it 
went to a texting app. 
Hotel management 
stated that a group of 
men checked out earlier 
that day and that the 
rooms had already been 
cleaned and nothing 
suspicious was found. 

Off icer  was 
approached by a 
woman who stated that 
there was a man wear-
ing a military uniform 
bothering a female and 
she seemed uncomfort-
able. Offender appeared 
to be intoxicated and 
was arrested for public 
intoxication. 

Officer responded to 

Stevens Drive in ref-
erence to a report of 
a prowler. C/p stated 
that on two occasions he 
observed an unknown 
subject walking around 
his residence with a 
light.

Officer respond-
ed to North Racetrack 
Street in reference to an 
unwanted person. C/p 
stated that the offender 
keeps coming into her 
home while she is not 
home to see her 16-year-
old daughter. 

June 3
Officer was dis-

patched to North Main 
Street in reference to 
a call about a domes-
tic. 911 advised that 
the female was in the 
store and the male was 
outside the. The male 
subject would not lis-
ten to police orders and 
had a smell of alcoholic 
beverage coming from 
him. He was arrested for 
disorderly conduct and 
public intoxication. 

Officer could smell 
an odor of marijuana in 
front of a residence on 
Sepia Street.

C/p came into SPD to 
make a report. He stated 
that he lost his wallet 
and posted it to social 
media. The offender 
stated that she found 
the wallet but would not 
respond about giving it 
back to him. 

June 4
Officer was dispatched 

to North Main Street in 
reference to a damage 
to vehicle report. C/p 
stated that she ran into a 

tree at her residence. 
Officer was dispatched 

to Walmart in reference 
to damage to a vehicle 
by a shopping cart. 

Officer responded to 
Howarth Drive in ref-
erence to a report. C/p 
advised that her vehi-
cle had what appeared 
to be honey, barbecue 
sauce, and sugar poured 
on the hood and top of 
the vehicle. 

Officers responded to 
a North Main Street in 
reference to two men 
trying to break into the 
flea market. The offend-
ers were located.

Officer was dispatched 
to SPD in reference to a 
walk in report. C/p stat-
ed that while in the area 
of Gumlog Road, that 
there was a group of 
boys that started shoot-
ing her vehicle with a 
splat gun and shot at her 
nephews. 

June 5
Officer responded to 

Longview Road in ref-
erence to a report of a 
theft. C/p stated that 
she believed that her 
grandson stole $20 out 
of her purse while she 
was sleeping. 

Officer respond-
ed to North Coleman 
Street in reference to an 
unwanted person. C/p 
stated that she wanted 
the offender gone from 
her house, and then 
the offender began to 
run. The offender later 
cussed at the officer and 
was placed under arrest 
for disorderly conduct 
and failure to comply. 

C/p came to SPD to 
file a report. C/p stat-
ed that he is disabled 
and was in the Walmart 
parking lot on a motor-
ized scooter when he 
was slowly hit by a vehi-
cle. He was not injured 
and there was no dam-
age to the scooter. 

June 6
Officer was dis-

patched to Koiya in 
reference to a former 
spouse showing up to 
the restaurant to make 
a scene. C/p stated that 
the offender showed up 
to the restaurant and 
stated that he placed an 
iPad in the back of her 
car to track her. She had 
already filed an aggra-
vated stalking report on 
him. 

Officer conduced a 
traffic stop on a vehi-
cle with no brake lights. 
After pulling the vehicle 
over, officer deployed 
K9 and the K9 detected 
a controlled substance. 
This tested positive as 
methamphetamine. 

Officer was at SPD 
for a report. C/p stat-
ed that he dropped his 
vehicle off for a repair 
in February but when 
he goes to check on it, 
no one is ever there, and 
they do not answer the 
phone. 

Officer was at SPD for 
a walk in report. C/p 
stated that her tag had 
fallen off her vehicle at 
some point. 

Officer met with c/p 
who reported shots fired 
in the area of Jerome 
Street.
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Swainsboro Police Reports

Jail Report
The following persons 

have been booked into 
Emanuel County Jail, 
according to Emanuel 
County Sheriff Jeffrey 
Brewer, on warrants 
obtained by one of sever-
al local law enforcement 
agencies, designated by 
each name: Drug Task 
Force (DTF); Georgia 
Bureau of Investigation 
(GBI); Georgia Department 
of Pardons and Parole 
(GAPP); Georgia State 
Patrol (GSP); Emanuel 
County Sheriff’s Office 
(ECSO); Swainsboro Police 
Dept. (SPD); Stillmore 
Police Dept. (SMPD); Twin 
City Police Department 
(TCPD); Garfield Police 
Dept. (GPD); Adrian 
Police Dept. (APD); 
Child Support Recovery 
Unit (CSRU); Intensive 
Probation Service (IPS); 
Probation Office (PROB); 

or East Georgia State 
College (EGSC).

Tahir Ahmad Allice, 
28, arrested 6/7/24; 
Theft by shoplifting; 
SPD

James Bell, 39, arrest-
ed 6/7/24; Suspended 
tag/Failure to maintain 
lane/DUI-less safe; GSP

Damien Isaiah Brodus, 
22, arrested 6/7/24; 
Theft by receiving prop-
erty stolen in another 
state/ Financial transac-
tion card fraud; SPD

Zachary William 
Burdick, 18, arrested 
6/10/24; Statutory Rape 
- felony; ECSO

Tysheana Quanshae 
Carswell, 32, arrested 
6/5/24; Bench warrant 
state court; ECSO

Jessica Michelle 
Claxton, 38, arrested 
6/4/24; Theft by decep-
tion; TCPD

Sarah Jo Derrington, 
34, arrested 6/9/24; 
Housed for Houston 
Co.; ECSO

Zachery Robert 
Edenfield, 19, arrested 
6/4/24; Probation viola-
tion; SPD

Melvin Frazier, 
60, arrested 6/3/24; 
Disorderly conduct/
Public drunk/Terroristic 
threats and acts; SPD

Anthony Paul Gunn, 
48, arrested 6/9/24; 
Investigation hold/
No insurance/Driving 
while license suspend-
ed/revoked; ECSO

Jamal Brashad 
Hawkins, 22, arrested 
6/3/24; Obstruction of 
law enforcement offi-
cers/Loitering or prowl-
ing/Probation violation 
- felony/Possession of 
firearm by convicted 
felon or first offender/

Wearing mask, hood, 
or device which con-
ceals identity of wear-
er/Possession of firearm 
by convicted felon or 
first offender/Wearing 
mask, hood, or divide 
which conceals identity 
of wearer; SPD 

Cassandra Dawn 
Hobson, 38, arrested 
6/7/24; Probation war-
rant; SPD

Thomas Benjamin 
Joiner, 28, arrested 
6/5/24; Bench warrant; 
ECSO

Micheal Charlie Jones, 
18, arrested 6/5/24; 
Disorderly conduct/
Failure to comply/
Simple assault- fami-
ly violence/Disorderly 
conduct/Criminal tres-
pass; SPD 

William Harwick 
Kilgore, 48, arrested 
6/9/24; Battery/Cruelty 

to children - 3rd degree/
battery/family violence 
(x2); Obstruction of law 
enforcement officers- 
misdemeanor; SPD

Zachary Robert 
Mataya, 22, arrested 
6/4/24; Reckless driv-
ing/Open container of 
alcohol in motor vehicle; 
Oak Park PD

JayJay Cody Pace, 28, 
arrested 6/3/24; Court 
production order; ECSO

Hetal A. Patel, 50, 
arrested 6/7/24; Bench 
warrant - felony; Bibb 
Co. SO

Jose Ramirez, 52, 
arrested 6/9/24; DUI/
Open container of alco-
hol in morrow vehi-
cle/Failure to maintain 
lane/Driving while unli-
censed; GSP

Rey Cruz Robelerto 
Ramirez, 42, arrest-
ed 6/8/24; Speeding/

Driving while unli-
censed/Seatbelt viola-
tion (x3); GSP

Christopher Keshawn 
Smith, 22, arrested 
6/6/24; Disorderly con-
duct/Simple assault; 
ECSO

Michael Kendra 
Smith, 49, arrested 
6/5/24; Driving while 
unlicensed/New resi-
dent - 30 days to obtain 
license/No insurance/
Operating an unregis-
tered vehicle/Expired 
registration; SPD

William Eugene 
Thompson, 47, arrested 
6/6/24; Disorderly con-
duct; ECSO

Luciano Cosme 
Vazquez, 46, arrest-
ed 6/9/24; DUI/Open 
container of alcohol in 
motor vehicle/Failure to 
maintain lane/Driving 
while unlicensed; GSP

According to the Emanuel 
County Sheriff’s Office…

June 3
Deputy responded a 

report of harassing com-
munications.  C/p stated 
that her stepdaughter left 
her mother’s house and 
advised to her stepmother 
that she does not want 
to return. C/p’s husband 
began receiving threaten-
ing texts from his oldest 
son.

Deputy responded to 
an animal complaint. C/p 
advised that she suspect-
ed that her neighbor had 
been shooting at her stray 
cats with a BB gun, and 
that she and her neighbor 
do not get along. 

The victim stated that 
the suspect keeps harass-
ing her. The suspect is dat-
ing the victim’s ex-boy-
friend.

Deputies respond-
ed to Hwy 56 North in 
reference to a report of 

trespassers. Contact was 
made with complainant 
who stated three offend-
ers had previously been 
convicted from the prop-
erty a d trespassed by the 
landlord and were back 
on the property. Offenders 
were gone upon arrival.

June 4
Deputy received a 

report from complainant 
at ECSO in reference to 
threats. C/p advised she 
and offender know each 
other and offender has 
been harassing her for 
about eight months, fol-
lowing her around town 
and riding by her resi-
dence. C/p stated that 
during a house party, 
offender was there and 
kept following her around 
and when c/p went to her 
vehicle, offender walked 
across the street and 
propped on c/p’s vehi-
cle as she approached, 
then got into a truck and 

left. C/p advised she felt 
threatened and is con-
cerned for her safety and 
wants offender to stop 
bothering her.

Deputy was dispatched 
to 5th Street in Twin City 
due to the caller stating 
offender keeps dumping 
tires in his back yard.

June 5
Deputy was dispatched 

to Gambrell Photography 
in reference to a theft. 
Complainant stated she 
found that two photogra-
phy props had been taken 
from behind the building. 
The props were a grey 
metal bench valued at 
$400, and a decoration 
bicycle plant holder val-
ued at $300. C/p stated 
that appx. two months 
ago, a suspicious vehicle 
was seen coming from 
behind the building.

June 8
Deputies responded to 

Hwy 57 West in reference 

to a possible domestic. 
Complainant stated there 
was not domestic but she 
did get punched in the 
face twice by offender 
who she is friends with.

June 9
Deputy took a report 

regarding an incident 
that previously occurred 
on Hwy 80. Complainant 
stated that she and two 
other people were eat-
ing at Rustic Grill when 
offender became irate 
because the other person 
was unable to pay for her 
for the meal. C/p stated 
offender was using pro-
fanity towards her and the 
other person and stormed 
out of the restaurant. C/p 
stated when they tried to 
get in the vehicle, offend-
er kept locking the doors 
and would not allow 
them in, but finally did 
and started driving errat-
ically towards town.

Sheriff’s Reports



The following occurred 
during the Emanuel 
County Superior Court 
April 2024 term:

Rafael Cooper, repeat 
offender, negotiated 
a guilty plea on one 
count theft by shoplift-
ing. He was fined $50 
with 10 years probation, 
outpatient treatment. 
Defendant is sentenced 
for a total of 10 years, to 
be served on probation. 
Defendant is to receive 
credit for time served in 
custody as determined 
by the custodian. The 
above sentence may be 
served on probation 
provided the Defendant 
shall comply with the 
Conditions of Probation 
imposed by the Court 
as part of this sentence. 
The Court sentences the 
Defendant as a recidi-
vist under O.C.G.A. § 
17-10-7(a).

Stanley Jenkins, 
repeat offender, nego-
tiated a guilty plea on 
one count entering 
auto. He was fined $50 
with 5 years, 3 years 
to serve, bal. prob.; one 
count entering auto 
with 5 years, 3 years 
to serve, bal. prob.; one 
count entering auto 
with 5 years probation; 
one count entering auto 
with 5 years probation; 
one count entering auto 
with 5 years probation. 
Defendant is sentenced 
for a total of 10 years, 
with the first 3 years 
to be served in confine-
ment and the remainder 
to be served on proba-
tion. Defendant is to 
receive credit for time 
served in custody as 
determined by the cus-
todian. The above sen-
tence may be served on 
probation provided the 
Defendant shall comply 
with the Conditions of 
Probation imposed by 
the Court as part of this 
sentence. Upon service 
of 3 years, the remain-
der of the sentence may 
be served on probation; 
PROVIDED, that the 
defendant shall comply 
with the conditions of 
probation imposed by 
the Court as part of this 
sentence. The Court 
sentences the defendant 
as a recidivist under 
O.C.G.A. § 17-10-7(a).

Tiana Robbins, 
repeat offender, negoti-
ated a guilty plea on one 
count theft by shoplift-
ing. She was fined $50 
with 10 years probation. 
Defendant is sentenced 
for a total of 10 years to 
be served on probation. 
Defendant is to receive 
credit for time served in 
custody as determined 
by the custodian. The 
above sentence may be 
served on probation 
provided the Defendant 
shall comply with the 
Conditions of Probation 
imposed by the Court 
as part of this sentence. 
The Court sentences the 
defendant as a recidi-
vist under O.C.G.A. § 
17-10-7(c).

Mark Edwards, 
repeat offender, nego-
tiated a guilty plea on 
one count possession 
of meth. He was fined 
$1,000 with 3 years pro-
bation, outpatient rehab; 
one count possession of 
marijuana less than oz. 
with 12 months pro-
bation; one count pos-
session of drug related 
objects with 12 months 
probation; one count 

operating vehicle with-
out tag with $150 fine. 
Defendant is sentenced 
for a total of 3 years to 
be served on probation. 
Defendant is to receive 
credit for time served in 
custody as determined 
by the custodian. The 
Court sentences the 
defendant as a recidi-
vist under O.C.G.A. § 
17-10-7(c).

Cameron Robinson, 
repeat offender, nego-
tiated a guilty plea on 
one count possession 
of meth. He received 
3 years to serve; one 
count fleeing and elud-
ing with 12 months to 
serve; one count driv-
ing without license with 
12 months to serve; one 
count poss. of drug 
related objects with 12 
months to serve; one 
count no insurance with 
12 months to serve; one 
count failure to wear 
protective gear with 
$50 fine. The Defendant 
is sentenced for a total 
of 3 years. Defendant 
is to receive credit for 
time served in custody 
as determined by the 
custodian. The Court 
sentences the defendant 
as a recidivist under 
O.C.G.A. § 17-10-7(c).

Jody Gay, repeat 
offender, negotiated 
a guilty plea on one 
count aggravated sod-
omy (reduced) sodomy. 
He was fined $50 with 
20 years probation; one 
count child molestation 
with 20 years probation; 
one count child moles-
tation with 20 years, 
15 years to serve, bal. 
prob.; one count child 
molestation with 20 
years, 15 years to serve, 
bal. prob.; one count 
child molestation with 
20 years, 15 years to 
serve, bal. prob.; one 
count child molesta-
tion with 20 years, 15 
years to serve, bal. prob. 
Defendant is sentenced 
for a total of 40 years, 
with the first 15 years 
to be served in confine-
ment and the remain-
der to be served on 
probation. Defendant 
is to receive credit for 
time served in custody 
as determined by the 
custodian. Upon service 
of 15 years, the remain-
der of the sentence may 
be served on probation; 
PROVIDED, that the 
defendant shall comply 
with the conditions of 
probation imposed by 
the Court as part of this 
sentence. The Court 
sentences the defendant 
as a recidivist under 
O.C.G.A. § 17-10-7(a).

Justin Johnson nego-
tiated a guilty plea on 
one count cruelty to chil-
dren in the 2nd degree. 
He was fined $1,000 
with 10 years, 2 years 
to serve, bal. prob.; one 
count discharge firearm 
on/near highway with 
12 months to serve; one 
count discharge firearm 
under the influence with 
12 months to serve; one 
count driving without 
license with 12 months 
to serve; one count pos-
session of firearm by 
first offender with 10 
years, 2 years to serve, 
bal. prob.; nol pros 
for fleeing and elud-
ing; nol pros for DUI. 
Defendant is sentenced 
for a total of 10 years, 
with the first 2 years 
to be served in confine-
ment and the remainder 

to be served on proba-
tion. Defendant is to 
receive credit for time 
served in custody as 
determined by the cus-
todian. The above sen-
tence may be served on 
probation provided the 
Defendant shall comply 
with the Conditions of 
Probation imposed by 
the Court as part of this 
sentence. Upon service 
of 2 years, the remain-
der of the sentence may 
be served on probation; 
PROVIDED, that the 
defendant shall comply 
with the conditions of 
probation imposed by 
the Court as part of this 
sentence. 

Mark Aaron Moore 
negotiated a guilty plea 
on one count theft by 
taking. He was fined 
$500 with 5 years, 
2 years to serve, bal. 
prob.; one count theft by 
taking with 12 months 
to serve; one count 
criminal trespass with 
12 months probation. 
Defendant is sentenced 
for a total of 5 years, 
with the first 2 years 
to be served in confine-
ment and the remain-
der to be served on 
probation. Defendant 
is to receive credit for 
time served in custody 
as determined by the 
custodian. Upon service 
of 2 years, the remain-
der of the sentence may 
be served on probation; 
PROVIDED, that the 
defendant shall comply 
with the conditions of 
probation imposed by 
the Court as part of this 
sentence.

Bobby Bostic negoti-
ated a guilty plea on 
one count poss/mfg/
sell marijuana. He was 
fined $500 with 10 
years, 5 years to serve, 
bal. prob.; one count 
possession of cocaine 
with 3 years to serve; 
one count obstruction 
with 12 months to serve; 
one count possession 
of firearm during the 
commission of crime 
with 5 years probation; 
one count possession 
of firearm by convict-
ed felon with 10 years, 
5 years to serve, bal. 
prob. Defendant is sen-
tenced for a total of 15 
years, with the first 5 
years to be served in 
confine and the remain-
der to be served on pro-
bation. Defendant is to 
receive credit for time 
served in custody as 
determined by the cus-
todian. The above sen-
tence may be served on 
probation provided the 
Defendant shall comply 
with the Conditions of 
Probation imposed by 
the Court as part of this 
sentence. Upon service 
of 5 years, the remain-
der of the sentence may 
be served on probation; 
PROVIDED, that the 
defendant shall comply 
with the conditions of 
probation imposed by 
the Court as part of this 
sentence.

Caleb Akridge nego-
tiated a guilty plea on 
one count possession of 
cocaine. He was fined 
$250 with 8 years prob., 
court approved inpa-
tient; one count pos-
session of drug related 
objects with 12 months 
probation. Defendant is 
sentenced for a total of 
8 years to be served on 
probation. Defendant 
is to receive credit for 

time served in custody 
as determined by the 
custodian. 

Mikayla Mitchell 
negotiated a guilty plea 
on one count burglary 
in the 1st degree. She 
was fined $50 with 20 
years probation, enter 
and complete RSAT. 
Defendant is sentenced 
for a total of 20 years to 
be served on probation. 
Defendant is to receive 
credit for time served in 
custody from 3/21/24-
5/30/24. The above sen-
tence may be served on 
probation provided the 
Defendant shall comply 
with the Conditions of 
Probation imposed by 
the Court as part of this 
sentence. The above 
sentence includes a 
behavior incentive date 
of 5/30/2027 in accor-
dance with O.C.G.A. 
17.10.1.

Mikayla Mitchell 
negotiated a guilty plea 
on one count theft by 
taking. She was fined 
$50 with 10 years, serve 
2 years probation, enter 
and complete RSAT. 
Defendant is sentenced 
for a total of 10 years to 
be served on probation. 
Defendant is to receive 
credit for time served in 
custody from 3/21/24-
5/30/24. The above 
sentence includes a 
behavior incentive date 
of 5/30/2027 in accor-
dance with O.C.G.A. 
17.10.1.

Fredrick Coleman 
negotiated a guilty plea 
on one count entering 
auto. He was fined $50 
with 5 years, 2 years 
to serve, bal. prob. 
Defendant is sentenced 
for a total of 5 years, 
with the first 2 years 
to be served in confine-
ment and the remainder 
to be served on proba-
tion. Defendant is to 
receive credit for time 
served in custody as 
determined by the cus-
todian. The above sen-
tence may be served on 
probation provided the 
Defendant shall comply 
with the Conditions of 
Probation imposed by 
the Court as part of this 
sentence. Upon service 
of 2 years, the remain-
der of the sentence may 
be served on probation; 
PROVIDED, that the 
defendant shall comply 
with the conditions of 
probation imposed by 
the Court as part of this 
sentence. 

Jamil Jenkins negoti-
ated a guilty-alford plea 
on one count aggra-
vated assault. He was 
fined $50 with 20 years, 
2 years to serve, bal. 
prob.; one count aggra-
vated battery with 20 
years, 2 years to serve, 
bal. prob. Defendant 
is sentenced for a 
total of 20 years, with 
the first 2 years to be 
served in confinement 
and the remainder to 
be served on probation. 
Defendant is to receive 
credit for time served in 
custody as determined 
by the custodian. The 
above sentence may be 
served on probation 
provided the Defendant 
shall comply with the 
Conditions of Probation 
imposed by the Court 
as part of this sen-
tence. Upon service of 
2 years, the remainder 
of the sentence may be 
served on probation; 
PROVIDED, that the 

defendant shall comply 
with the conditions of 
probation imposed by 
the Court as part of this 
sentence.

Jamil Jenkins nego-
tiated a guilty-alford 
plea on one count pos-
session of cocaine. He 
was fined $50 with 
15 years, 2 years to 
serve, bal. prob.; one 
count obstruction with 
12 months to serve. 
Defendant is sentenced 
for a total of 15 years, 
with the first 2 years 
to be served in confine-
ment and the remainder 
to be served on proba-
tion. Defendant is to 
receive credit for time 
served in custody as 
determined by the cus-
todian. The above sen-
tence may be served on 
probation provided the 
Defendant shall comply 
with the Conditions of 
Probation imposed by 
the Court as part of this 
sentence. Upon service 
of 2 years, the remain-
der of the sentence may 
be served on probation; 
PROVIDED, that the 
defendant shall comply 
with the conditions of 
probation imposed by 
the Court as part of this 
sentence.

C h r i s t o p h e r 
Richardson negotiated 
a guilty-alford plea on 
one count possession 
of meth. He was fined 
$50 with 3 years pro-
bation, complete NBIC. 
Defendant is sentenced 
for a total of 3 years to 
be served on probation. 
Defendant is to receive 
credit for time served in 
custody as determined 
by the custodian. The 
above sentence may be 
served on probation 
provided the Defendant 
shall comply with the 
Conditions of Probation 
imposed by the Court 
as part of this sentence. 

Ashley Hood negoti-
ated a guilty-alford plea 
on one count possession 
of schedule II controlled 
substance. He was fined 
$50 with 3 years pro-
bation, enter and com-
plete RSAT; one count 
possession of schedule 
II controlled substance 
with 3 years probation; 
one count driving while 
license suspended with 
12 months probation. 
Defendant is sentenced 
for a total of 20 years, 
with the first 2 years 
to be served in confine-
ment and the remainder 
to be served on proba-
tion. Defendant is to 
receive credit for time 
served in custody as 
determined by the cus-
todian. The above sen-
tence may be served on 
probation provided the 
Defendant shall comply 
with the Conditions of 
Probation imposed by 
the Court as part of this 
sentence. Upon service 
of 2 years, the remain-
der of the sentence may 
be served on probation; 
PROVIDED, that the 
defendant shall comply 
with the conditions of 
probation imposed by 
the Court as part of this 
sentence.

Treante Davis negoti-
ated a guilty-alford plea 
on one count possession 
of cocaine with intent 
to distribute. He was 
fined $50 with 10 years 
probation, 170-180 days 
in PDC followed by 
RSAT; one count pos-
session of marijuana 

with intent to distrib-
ute with 10 years pro-
bation; one count pos-
session of drug related 
objects with 12 months 
probation. Defendant is 
sentenced for a total of 
10 years to be served on 
probation. Defendant is 
to receive credit for time 
served in custody from 
9/11/23-5/30/24. The 
above sentence may be 
served on probation 
provided the Defendant 
shall comply with the 
Conditions of Probation 
imposed by the Court 
as part of this sentence.

Treante Davis negoti-
ated a guilty-alford plea 
on one count possession 
of marijuana with intent 
to distribute. He was 
fined $50 with 10 years 
probation, 170-180 days 
in PDC followed by 
RSAT; one count pos-
session of drug related 
objects with 12 months 
probation. Defendant is 
sentenced for a total of 
10 years to be served on 
probation. Defendant is 
to receive credit for time 
served in custody from 
9/11/23-5/30/24. The 
above sentence may be 
served on probation 
provided the Defendant 
shall comply with the 
Conditions of Probation 
imposed by the Court 
as part of this sentence.

Treante Davis negoti-
ated a guilty-alford plea 
on one count possession 
of marijuana with intent 
to distribute. He was 
fined $50 with 10 years 
probation, 170-180 days 
in PDC followed by 
RSAT. Defendant is sen-
tenced for a total of 10 
years to be served on 
probation. Defendant is 
to receive credit for time 
served in custody from 
9/11/23-5/30/24. The 
above sentence may be 
served on probation 
provided the Defendant 
shall comply with the 
Conditions of Probation 
imposed by the Court 
as part of this sentence.
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Sixteen sentenced in Superior Court
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by JAKYN TYSON
The 2024 Emanuel 

County 4-H Project 
S.A.F.E. Modified Trap 
team wrapped up their 
season during the State 
4-H Modified Trap 
Match on Saturday, May 
11. Emanuel County 
4-H’ers participated in 
three levels of compe-
tition: the local Randy 
Fagler Memorial County 
Match, Southeast District 
4-H qualifiers and the 
State 4-H Modified Trap 
match in Eatonton. The 
program is open to 6th 
through 12th grade 
students in Emanuel 
County who are enrolled 
in the 4-H Program.

4-H’ers in the modified 
trap contest are given 25 
clay targets they must hit 
from a single thrower. 
All 4-H’ers are coached 
by volunteer leaders 
from the 4-H program 
who are certified instruc-
tors. The Modified Trap 
program is coordinated 
by 4-H volunteers Ed 
and Brandi Akridge. 
Emanuel County 4-H 
had 44 total 6th through 
12th grade 4-H’ers par-

ticipating in the Project 
SAFE Modified Trap 
program for the 2024 
year.

Sixth through 8th 
grade 4-H’ers on the 
Modified Trap Team 
were: Bentley Brinson, 
Addi Rae Robertson, 
Julianne Way, Noah 
Brantley, Sam Lawrence, 
Jake Marsh, Amelia 
Clements, Nathaniel 
Harry, Ethan Mason, Tate 
Torpy, Eli Way, Brett Way 
and Abigail Wilks. Ninth 
through 12th grade 4-H 
Modified Trap members 
were: Hagan Brown, 
Aaden Cumbee, Paxton 
Dixon, Randon Durden, 
Gage Johnson, Gunner 
Johnson, Jackson Smith, 
Sam Williams, Bryan 
Beasley, Brody Fagler, 
Lillian Hammond, 
Jake Palmer, Maddox 
Robertson, Lauren 
Sapp, Olivia Boatright, 
Natalee Brown, Spencer 
Lawrence, Peyton Lee, 
Sean Wilkerson, Ben 
Bennett, Jacob Fagler, 
Luke Lariscey and 
FaithAnn Rogers.

The Southeast District 
qualifier was held on 

Saturday, April 13, at 
Bay Gall Sporting Clays. 
At the district match, 18 
of the youth shooters 
qualified for state com-
petition and two teams 
placed in the contest. 
The junior team made 
up of Eli Way, Nathaniel 
Harry, Sam Lawrence, 
Brett Way and Amelia 
Clements placed second 
in the junior division. 
The senior team made up 
of Maddox Robertson, 
Luke Lariscey, Spencer 
Lawrence, Ben Bennett 
and Jacob Fagler placed 
first in the competition.

The Randy Fagler 

Memorial County Match 
was held on Sunday, 
April 30. The following 
4-H’ers were recognized 
as top shooters for their 
grade level: 6th Grade 
Julianne Way, 7th grade 
Jake Marsh; 8th grade Eli 
Way; 9th grade Gunner 
Johnson; 10th Maddox 
Robertson; 11th grade 
Peyton Lee; 12th grade 
Luke Lariscey. Overall 
top shooter awards 
went to Senior Female 
Olivia Boatright; Senior 
Overall Peyton Lee; 
Junior Female Julianne 
Way; and Junior Overall 
Eli Way. Lee, Lariscey 

and Robertson all shot 
perfect scores of 25. 
After a third round of 
doubles to break the tie, 
Lee shot a perfect 55/55 
for the day. The state 
competition was held 
on Saturday, May 11, in 
Eatonton and Emanuel 
County was represented 
by 18 4-H’ers.

Emanuel County 4-H 
would like to thank its 
volunteers who have 
donated hundreds of 
hours of service to coach 
this year’s team. Without 
Brandi and Ed Akridge, 
Becky Amerson, Joey 
Amerson, Cade Bennett, 

Chesley Dixon, Senaca 
Lawrence, Mitchell 
Fagler and Brad and 
T’Neil Williams, a pro-
gram of this quality 
would not be possible.

4-H provides fun, 
exciting, and education-
al events year-round for 
youth in 4th-12th grade. 
For more information 
about Emanuel County 
4-H and how you can get 
involved as a member, 
volunteer, or sponsor, 
contact Jakyn Tyson at 
the Emanuel County 
Extension Office at (478) 
237-1226.

4-H Project SAFE Modified Trap season comes to and end

TEAM MEMBERS AND VOLUNTEERS

BROWN, PRESIDENT DEWEIL AND SMITH

Burke speaks to Four Rivers
The Four Rivers Patriots Chapter Georgia Society 

Sons of the American Revolution held their month-
ly meeting, Thursday night, May 16, at 6:30 p.m. at 
Chatters Restaurant in Lyons. With President Steve 
DeWeil presiding, they had 14 in attendance. President 
Steve called on the East Fall Line Region Vice President 
Dess Smith III to present the Chapter with three 
Chapter Flag Streamers. They were the Frederica, 
Patriots Day Naval Battle Anniversary Streamer for 
the Chapter presenting a wreath at the event. Second 
was the Georgia Society Distinguished Chapter Award 
Streamer for 2023. Third was the Georgia Society 
Membership Award Streamer for a above 90% renewal 
for 2024. President Steve then introduced the speaker 
for the evening, Wiregrass Chapter of Swainsboro 
President Steve Burke. Burke’s presentation was on the 
Revolutionary War Battle of Trenton. BURKE 


