
“Bicycle Ride Across 
Georgia” is once again 
including Swainsboro 
on its 8-day journey 
from “Atlanta to the 
Sea”.  BRAG riders will 
arrive in the Swains-
boro area as early as 
Wednesday afternoon 
and depart on Thursday 
on the road to States-
boro.  Cyclists make the 
week-long trek averag-
ing about 55 miles per 
day with a rest day in 
the middle. Changing 
each year, routes are 
designed to offer stun-
ning views of Georgia’s 
picturesque countryside 
and take riders through 
some of the most wel-
coming and hospitable 
towns in the state.  The 
cyclists stop every 12-18 
miles along the way to 
refuel with their favor-
ite snacks and drinks, 
engage in fun activities 
and take in the sights 
and the local color. To 
make the experience 
more memorable, BRAG 

features evening events 
in the towns where rid-
ers stay overnight.  This 
year, East Georgia State 
College will host the 
BRAG visitors.  Thanks 
to East Georgia for their 
support and participa-
tion.  In addition to the 
cycling itself, BRAG of-
fers a variety of activi-
ties for riders to enjoy. 
After the day’s ride, 
cyclists can unwind at 
the BRAG Bar and en-
joy their favorite drinks. 
There are also activities 
such as bike trivia, one-

legged bike races, edu-
cational classes, yoga, 
massages, and more to 
keep riders entertained 
and engaged.

Please welcome these 
cycling visitors to our 
community this week.  
Remember to watch for 
arriving and departing 
BRAG participants on 
Wednesday and Thurs-
day.  Be mindful of traf-
fic rules and safety for 
the riders.  Let’s make 
their visit to our com-
munity memorable and 
safe. 

by DENA WALDEN
June 6, 1944, otherwise 

known as D-Day, marked 
the beginning of the Al-
lied Invasion of Norman-
dy and Operation Over-
lord. It became known as 
the largest, seaborne op-
eration in US history sig-
nifying the campaign to 
liberate Europe and de-
feat Germany in WWII. 
Approximately 34,000 
troops landed on Omaha 
Beach with the average 
range of the young men 
being 26 years old. At the 
conclusion of this day, an 
estimated 2,400 soldiers 

had paid the ultimate 
price for their country. 
Now, I have always had 
a fascination with US his-
tory and learning about 
what makes our country 
one of the greatest in the 
world. As miniscule as it 
may sound, this particu-
lar era has always held a 
keen interest of mine. I’ve 
invariably admired the 
resiliency of the Amer-
ican population during 
WWII, but even more 
so the strength and de-
termination of the wom-
en who worked on the 
homefront. They did so 

while the men were over-
seas fighting and dying 
to secure our continued 
liberties while trying to 
give others the same gift. 
It just so happens that 
D-Day has had a special 
significance to me be-
cause 40 years to the day 
in 1984, I was born. That 
may not matter a whole 
lot to you reading this, 
but to me I can’t help but 
think about the fact that 
on the day I was given 
my first breath of life de-
cades earlier countless 
many breathed their last. 
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The River Rats have toured the Ogeechee once again and broken another 
record. In April of this year, 41 boats carrying 75 citizens who call themselves the 
River Rats, set off at the Bull Hole in Jenkins County to make their annual tour 
of the Ogeechee River. The duration of the tour lasted from Friday, April 19 to 
Sunday, April 21, and ended at Kings Ferry in Chatham County. Money is raised 
by selling t-shirts, shotgun tickets and by participants getting sponsorships 
from businesses and individuals. The monetary response has always been 
overwhelming, but this year topped them all with the River Rats making history 
once again through their annual fundraiser and raising a substantial $56,000, 
which was donated to the Greenville Shriner’s Hospital on May 30.

The River Rats would like to take this opportunity to thank all their sponsors 
and look forward to their support in the future. If anyone would like to partici-
pate in next year’s tour, contact one of the River Rats. If approached by a River 
Rat to be a sponsor, remember all the money raised goes to a worthwhile cause.

See page 4B for more details.

A Hero Unknown
PRIVATE DAVIS’ HEADSTONE WITH FAMILY PHOTO

(Continued on page 9A)

River Rats break yet 
another record

BRIAN ALBERTS (THIRD FROM LEFT) WITH THE GREENVILLE 
SHRINERS HOSPITAL ACCEPTS CHECK FROM RIVER RATS GARY 

SPENCE, WILLIAM RINER AND ALBERT HALL

CITY-OWNED BUILDABLE RESIDENTIAL PROPERTY 
ON SOUTH STREET

Mayor asks city council to pass 
affordable housing plan

by Deanna Ryan
Mayor Greg Bennett 

sees Swainsboro’s big-
gest problem as three-
fold, “We don’t have 
affordable housing, we 
have crime, and nobody 
is building homes inside 
the city limits.” 

The city is not alone. 
According to the Nation-
al Low Income Housing 
Coalition, “Nationally, 
there is a shortage of 
more than 7 million af-
fordable homes for 10.8 
million low-income fam-
ilies.” Along with this 
there is ‘no state or coun-
ty where a renter work-
ing full-time at mini-
mum wage can afford 

a two-bedroom apart-
ment’. 

The old adage that ru-
ral areas can pay lower 
wages because the cost 
of living is lower doesn’t 
always pan out, especial-
ly with the rising cost of 
houses and rent. 

Starting off, Swains-
boro city police officers 
make $19.80 an hour 
and have a 42-hour work 
week which comes to an 
average of just over $830 
weekly, $3,300 month-
ly, and roughly $43,243 
annually (before taxes). 
The estimated base sal-
aries of local firefighters 
and beginning teachers 
are roughly $4,000 below 

this salary.
On Zillow, Swains-

boro house prices pres-
ently vary from $75,000 
to $399,000. Of the 19 
houses listed, five are 
below $150,000, three are 
between $150,000 and 
$250,000 and eleven are 
over $250,000. Several 
of the houses listed un-
der $150,000 are in need 
of renovations, placing 
their true cost higher. 
The only rental current-
ly listed online for the 
area is a one bedroom/
one bath for $1,200 per 
month. 

A common way of de-
termining the affordabil-
(Continued on page 2A)

BRAG to visit Swainsboro
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Mayor asks city ...
ity of a house is to use 
the 28% rule to keep 
mortgage or rent pay-
ments at or under 28% 
of the monthly salary. 
Applying this to a local 
police officer’s salary 
would mean roughly 
$924 is available for rent 
($3,300 x .28) barring 
additional income or 
savings. With an aver-
age down payment, this 

often puts houses over 
$150,000 and rents of 
$1,200 out of reach for 
local government em-
ployees such as police, 
firefighters and teachers 
if there’s no assistance. 

In Swainsboro sub-
sidized housing is 
available for those at 
the poverty level and 
many houses are on 
the market for two in-
come families or cit-

izens making higher 
wages, but the city has 
very few home-buying 
options for the single, 
lower-to-middle class 
workforce. 

Bennett has had plans 
in the works for over a 
year now for an afford-
able housing neighbor-
hood where new start-
er homes would sell 
for $150,000. But these 
plans recently met a 

hitch. The site cleared 
for the houses requires 
a sewer line that would 
cost the city $250,000 to 
run. Even though there 
are grants that could 
pay for it, he knows 
how it would look for 
the mayor to write a 
grant for his own sub-
division. 

Yet there’s another 
possibility, he says, “We 
have two things: one, 
the resources to build 
at least two $125,000 
houses and two, the 
lots.” Specifically, the 
city owns 46 buildable, 
residential lots.

“We’ve tried to con-
tract companies to auc-
tion them off for us,” 
he says. “They will not 
do it because the lots 
would not generate 
enough revenue to do 
all the advertising, le-
gal work and to put it 
on a website for $250. 
There’s no upside for 
them. And we’re stuck 
with all of these lots 
and they are ugly.” 

One issue with the 
city bidding out proj-
ects is mainly large 
companies apply, 
which shoots the price 
up. To make it possible 
for smaller contractors 
to bid, Bennett says the 
money needs to go to 
a nonprofit run by the 
city. Since nonprofits 
have different regula-
tions, smaller local con-
tractors could bid and 
provide 1,000 square 

foot homes at $125 per 
square foot pricing 
them at $125,000. 

These houses would 
be offered to the pub-
lic in tiers. The first tier 
would be city police 
recruits. The recruits 
would be able to live 
in the house rent-free 
for a year. After the first 
year, they could de-
cide to continue living 
there for $700 in rent 
per month or purchase 
the house at cost for 
$125,000 or leave. Those 
choosing to rent could 
purchase the house at a 
later date and their rent 
would serve as a down 
payment. If no recruits 
are interested in the 
housing, the second tier 
would be anyone who 
works in the police de-
partment. 

“If there’s no one in 
need of the housing at 
these two tiers, the third 
tier would be anyone 
who works for the fire 
department followed 
by anyone who works 
for the city,” says Ben-
nett.

Finally, any houses 
not occupied by police, 
firefighters or city work-
ers would be offered to 
the general public.

“The only thing about 
offering the houses to 
the general public,” 
Bennett adds, “is that 
the first year would not 
be rent-free.” Still, all 
residents would be able 

to use previously paid 
rent as a down payment 
on the house if they 
chose to buy it later.  

Eventually, as hous-
es are bought, other 
blighted properties will 
go through the same 
restoration process with 
hopes that ‘in ten years 
the city’s non-profit 
could build 50 homes 
while owning only 
four’. 

He’s discussed the 
plan with city admin-
istrator Herman Mid-
dlebrooks and city at-
torney Jon Levis for the 
past six weeks asking 
them to come up with 
reasons why it wouldn’t 
work. So far, they hav-
en’t found any.

Swainsboro Police 
Chief Randy Ellison 
sees the plan as a “pos-
sible step the city could 
take to entice future 
qualified personnel to 
choose the SPD over 
other agencies.”

The proposal to turn 
blighted properties into 
affordable housing re-
lies upon the support 
of Swainsboro citizens 
and city council. At last 
week’s council work-
shop, the plan was 
supported by some 
members and met with 
hesitancy by others. 
The council will vote 
on the plan at the June 
10 meeting at city hall, 
6 pm. 

(From front page)

CITY-OWNED BUILDABLE RESIDENTIAL 
PROPERTY ON CENTRAL STREET
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CLUB PRESIDENT DAMIEN SCOTT, DR. WARNOCK 
AND PRESIDENT ELECT GARY MASON

Warnock speaks to Exchange
New Emanuel County 

School Superintendent, 
Dr. Denise Warnock, 
spoke to the Swainsboro 
Exchange Club on Tues-

day, May 28, 2024. She 
gave a general overview 
of the operation of the 
Emanuel County School 
System and her vision 

for it. Dr. Warnock was 
given a $500 donation 
which is to be used for 
the Communities in 
Schools Program.

Senator Billy Hickman 
appointed to lead Senate Study 
Committee on the Preservation 

of Georgia’s Farmlands
Last week, Sen. Billy 

Hickman (R–States-
boro) was appointed 
to serve as Chairman 
of the Senate Study 
Committee on the 
Preservation of Geor-
gia’s Farmlands by Lt. 
Governor Burt Jones. 
Additional Senate 
members appointed 
to serve on the study 
committee include Sen. 
Jason Anavitarte (R–
Dallas), Sen. Brandon 
Beach (R–Alpharet-
ta), Sen. Jason Esteves 
(D–Atlanta), Sen. Russ 
Goodman (R–Cogdell), 
Sen. Freddie Powell 
Sims (D–Dawson) and 
Sen. Sam Watson (R–
Moultrie).

“I’m deeply honored 
to be appointed as 
Chairman of the Sen-
ate Study Committee 
on the Preservation of 
Georgia’s Farmlands, 
and I want to thank 
Lt. Governor Burt 
Jones for this opportu-
nity,” said Sen. Hick-
man. “Agriculture is 
the backbone of Geor-
gia’s economy, yet our 
farmers continue to 
face severe and contin-

uous challenges. With 
Georgia losing approx-
imately 2.6 million 
acres of farmland from 
1974 to 2016, includ-
ing additional loss as 
each year passes, it’s 
crucial that we take 
decisive action. While 
the enactment of the 
Freedom to Farm Act 
in 2022 and the Geor-
gia Farmland Conser-
vation Act in 2023 have 
been great steps for-
ward, our work is far 
from over. Our com-
mittee will evaluate 
farmland protection 
measures from other 
agricultural states and 
seek expert advice to 
develop additional 
strategies that support 
and preserve our farm-
lands for future gener-
ations.”

The committee is 
tasked with undertak-
ing a study of the con-
ditions, needs, issues 
and problems related 
to the preservation of 
Georgia’s farmlands 
and recommending 
any action or legisla-
tion.

The Senate Study 
Committee on the 
Preservation of Geor-
gia’s Farmlands was 
created pursuant to 
the adoption of Sen-
ate Resolution 470. 
Future meetings of the 
study committee will 
be announced at a later 
date.

Sen. Billy Hickman 
serves as Chairman of 
the Senate Committee on 
Higher Education. He 
represents the 4th Senate 
District which includes 
Bulloch, Candler, 
Effingham, Evans, and a 
small portion of Chatham 
County. He may be 
reached at 404.463.1371 
or via email at billy.hick-
man@senate.ga.gov.

SENATOR HICKMAN
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Bobbie Wilson Overstreet, 90
Durden Hudson 

Funeral Directors 
announces the death 
of Mrs. Bobbie Wilson 
Overstreet, 90, of 
Swainsboro, on Monday, 
May 27, 2024, at her 
home after an extend-
ed illness. Funeral ser-
vices were conducted 
Thursday, May 30, at 
11 a.m. at Peebles-
Curry Memorial Chapel 
with Reverend Tommy 
Henry officiating. 
Interment followed in 
the Bithynia Primitive 
Baptist Church Cemetery 
in Blundale. The fami-
ly received friends 
Wednesday, May 29, 
from 6 to 8 p.m. at the 
funeral home.

Pallbearers were 
Donnie Cobb, Joe Wilson, 
Matt Donaldson, Tim 
Garrett, Joey Hood and 
Bill Rountree.  

Born and raised in 
Emanuel County, Bobbie 
was the daughter of the 
late “T” Hudson Wilson 
and Ola Mae Peebles. 
Like many children of 
this time, she was a hard 
worker in the family 
home and on the farm. 
Mrs. Bobbie married 
Julian G. Overstreet on 
March 24, 1951. She was 
a wonderful cook and 
she enjoyed canning. 
Mrs. Bobbie was a lov-
ing wife, mother and 
grandmother. People 
were drawn to her due 
to her kind and generous 
nature. Mrs. Bobbie was a 
“second mother” to many 
cousins, neighbors and 
close family friends. She 
worked at Swainsboro 
Primary School in the 
cafeteria for almost 28 
years. Mrs. Bobbie was 

a faithful member of 
Oak Chapel Missionary 
Baptist Church for 
over 50 years, and she 
loved gospel music. She 
loved her Facebook. It 
was important to her as 
a social person to keep 
in touch with all of her 
friends and family. Mrs. 
Overstreet is preced-
ed in death her parents; 
her husband of 57 years, 
Julian G. Overstreet; four 
sisters, Helen Flanders, 
Margaret Hughes, 
Frankie Donaldson and 
Cybil Hall; and a daugh-
ter-in-law, Janice Lynn 
Overstreet. 

Survivors include her 
daughter, Diane Rountree 
(Wayne) of Midville; 
sons, Jeffery Overstreet 
and Douglas W. (Angela) 
Overstreet, both of 
Swainsboro; grand-
son, Matt Thompkins 
(Kelly Boyett); and sis-
ter, Loretta Santiago of 
Louisville.

In Lieu of flowers, 
memorial gifts or con-
tributions in her name 
may be made to: Oak 
Chapel Baptist Church, 
c/o Tim Garrett, 461 
Blundale Church Road, 
Swainsboro, GA 30401.

D u r d e n - H u d s o n 
Funeral Directors was in 
charge of arrangements.

OVERSTREET

Glenda Lanier Sanders, 77
Glenda Lanier 

Sanders, 77, of Metter, 
passed away Monday, 
May 27, 2024, at Candler 
County Hospital. 
Funeral service was held 
Thursday, May 30, at 2 
p.m. at El Bethel Baptist 
Church. Interment fol-
lowed in the church 
cemetery. Visitation 
was Wednesday, May 
29, from 6 until 8 p.m. 
at Kennedy Funeral 
Homes, Hooks Chapel, 
of Metter.

Glenda was born July 
30, 1946, in Cobbtown, to 
the late W. Willis Lanier 
and Marie Vaughan 
Lanier Collins. She was 
a homemaker and loved 
taking care of her fam-
ily. Mrs. Glenda raised 
her children and grand-
children whom she 
loved dearly. She cooked 
for her family on a regu-
lar basis and especially 
enjoyed having the fam-
ily together for Sunday 
lunches. Mrs. Glenda 
enjoyed the outdoors, 
cutting grass and loved 
her dog, Benji, like one 
of her own. She was a 
member of El Bethel 
Baptist Church. In addi-
tion to her parents, Mrs. 
Sanders is preceded 

in death by a brother, 
Vaughan Lanier.

Surviving are her hus-
band, Jimmy R. Sanders; 
daughter, Joan Sanders 
Turner; two sons, Jim 
(Kimmy) Sanders and 
John (Brandi) Sanders; 
grandchildren, Anna 
Sanders, Bailey Sanders, 
Adam Sanders, Blake 
Sanders, Emily Turner, 
Ansley Turner, Payne 
Sanders and Creed 
Sanders; brother, Willis 
(Tish) Lanier; sister, 
Margaret (Van) Pease; 
sister-in-law, Faye 
Lanier; other in-laws, 
Mary Gay, Jean Sanders, 
JoAnn Sanders and Don 
Rabitsch; and numerous 
nieces and nephews.

Kennedy Funeral 
Homes, Hooks Chapel, 
of Metter, was in charge 
of arrangements.

SANDERS

Charles Dennis, 72
Charles Dennis, age 72, 

of Adrian, passed away 
on Monday afternoon, 
May 27, 2024, at Memorial 
Health in Savannah. 
Funeral services were 
conducted Thursday, 
May 30, at 11 a.m. in 
the Williams Chapel of 
Sammons Funeral Home 
with Reverend Paul 
Mulling officiating. Mr. 
Dennis was laid to rest 
in Midway Cemetery. 
Family received friends 
Thursday, May 30, from 
10 a.m. until the hour 
of service at Sammons 
Funeral Home.

Serving as pallbear-
ers were Roy Marcin, 
Brandon Marcin, Chris 
Allen, Roger Sumner, 
Kenneth Sumner and 
Thomas Webb.  Gene 
Green served as an hon-
orary escort.

Born in Adrian, 
Charles was son of the 
late Herman Rozier “Pee 
Wee” Dennis and Sarah 
Beasley Dennis. He 
grew up in Adrian and 
attended Adrian High 
School. Being the son of a 
carpenter, it was only nat-
ural that Charles would 
follow in his father’s 
footsteps and work with 
wood. He worked at the 
Richard Auger Sawmill 
and for over fifteen 
years at Henry’s Cabinet 
Shop in Swainsboro. 
Charles left Henry’s and 
worked at Miami Carey 
for a short time before 
working at Swainsboro 
Electroplating, where he 
remained until retiring at 
the time of its closure. 
He served as a Volunteer 
Firefighter and First 
Responder for the City of 
Adrian, where he served 
as Assistant Chief for 
many years. Those that 
knew Charles know that 
he was a “Collector of 
Fine Junk”. He enjoyed 

estate sales, yard sales, 
auctions, flea mar-
kets and walking miles 
on dusty roads look-
ing for arrowheads. If 
Charles happened upon 
a unique piece of Coke 
or NASCAR memorabil-
ia, it was going home 
with him. He had been 
a member of the Jump 
and Run Hunting Club 
and attended Hebron 
Holiness and Pine Hill 
Holiness Church. In 
addition to his parents, 
Mr. Dennis is preced-
ed in death by his wife, 
Sue Dennis, who passed 
away Jan. 20, 2013; and 
brother, A.J. Dennis, who 
passed away Nov. 19, 
2022.

Mr. Dennis leaves 
behind his daugh-
ter, Carol Graham of 
Soperton; siblings, 
Nellie Odon of Dublin, 
Zelda Sumner (Roger) 
of Adrian and Rocky 
Dennis of Adrian; sister-
in-law, Nell Dennis of 
Adrian; nieces and neph-
ews, Roxanne Odom, 
Nora Clements, Kenneth 
Sumner (Mercedes), 
Krisy Marcin (Roy), 
Nikki Dennis, Rocky 
Dennis, Haley Garnto, 
Joseph “Pee Wee” Dennis 
and Amanda Dennis; 
and several great and 
great-great-nieces and 
nephews.

SAMMONS FUNERAL 
HOME was in charge of 
arrangements.

DENNIS

Farris Madison Hudson, Sr., 90
Deacon Farris Madison 

Hudson, Sr., age 90, tran-
sitioned to his eternal 
home on Sunday, May 
26, 2024. A Homecoming 
Celebration was held 
Saturday, June 1, at 11 
a.m. at the former Wadley 
High School gymnasium 
with Apostle Clifford 
Duckworth officiating.

Farris was born 
December 4, 1933, in 
Wadley, to the late Rev. 
James Madison Hudson 
and Eliza Murphy. He 
received his elementary 
and high school train-
ing in Jefferson County, 
graduating from Carver 
High School. Farris con-
tinued his education at 
Savannah State College, 
earning a Bachelor of 
Science degree and 
Atlanta University earn-
ing his master’s degree. 
He served as a teacher 
in the math and science 
departments at Jefferson 
County Training School 
in Louisville and later 
served as principle of 
several schools, includ-
ing Lexsy Elementary, 
Tenders Grove 
Elementary in Avera, 
Jefferson County High 
and Wadley High. Mr. 

Hudson is preceded in 
death by his parents; 
stepparents; three broth-
ers; one sister; son-in-
law; mother and father-
in-law; two brothers-in-
law; and three sisters-in-
law.

Cherishing Mr. 
Hudson’s memories 
are his loving wife; son, 
Farris Madison (Verna) 
Hudson, Jr.; daughters, 
LaZelda Williams, Farlyn 
Hudson, Shawana 
(Donovan) Lewis and 
Phrashunda Hudson; 
five grandsons; seven 
great-grandchildren; 
two brothers; one sister; 
nieces, nephews, cous-
ins, other relatives and 
friends.

Mosley’s Funeral 
Home was in charge of 
arrangements.

HUDSON

James C. McClendon, 73
James C. McClendon, 

age 73, passed away 
Saturday, May 25, 
2023. A Celebration of 
Life graveside service 
was held Wednesday, 
May 29, at 11 a.m. 
at Swainsboro City 
Cemetery.

James’ favorite things 
to say was “I gave to 
many and asked for 
nothing in return; for 
in the end the great-
est gift I will receive is 
to be welcomed in the 
Father’s arms.”

Mr. McClendon’s fam-
ily would like to thank 
all of you for your love 

and support during 
their time of loss. May 
the Lord continue to 
bless you all.

Mosley’s Funeral 
Home was in charge of 
arrangements.

MCCLENDON

Johnny Cecil Sikes, 71
Mr. Johnny Cecil Sikes, 

71, of Kite, passed away 
Sunday, May 26, 2024, 
at his residence. Funer-
al services were held 
Thursday, May 30, at 
11 a.m. in the Chapel of 
Chapman Funeral Home 
with Reverend Shannon 
Boula officiating. Inter-
ment followed in Kite 
City Cemetery. The fam-
ily received friends one 
hour prior to service.

Pallbearers were Phil-
lip DeLoach, Nicholas 
DeLoach, Jason Rog-
ers, Nathan Coleman, 
Cliff Sikes and Sammie 
Braddy. Honorary pall-
bearers were Deacons of 
Blundale Baptist Church, 
Billy Brinson and Louis 
Pearce.

Johnny was born 
December 8, 1952, to the 
late Judson Allen Sikes 
and Minnie Rea Lott 
Sikes. He was a deacon at 
Blundale Baptist Church 
and Brotherhood Direc-
tor for Emanuel Coun-
ty. Mr. Sikes is preceded 
in death by his parents;; 
and sister, Evona Rentz.

Mr. Sikes is survived 

by his loving wife, Faith 
Victoria (Vickie) Wynn 
Sikes; son, Joshua Colie 
Sikes (fiancée, April 
Mitchell); daughter, Faith 
Cecile Kelly (Jeremy); 
brothers, Oscar, Rob-
ert and Ray Sikes; sis-
ters, Wilma, Geraldine, 
Geanie, Gwen, Vicki and 
Nettie; numerous niec-
es, nephews and many 
friends.

Flowers accepted or 
love donations may be 
made to: Blundale Bap-
tist Youth Children’s 
Ministry, P.O. Box 561, 
Swainsboro, GA  30401.

Chapman Funeral 
Home of Swainsboro 
was in charge of arrange-
ments.

SIKES

Living Way Ministries 
to hold annual 

women conference
Living Way Ministries will have their annual 

women conference Friday, June 7 and Saturday, 
June 8, at 7 p.m. and Sunday, June 9, at 2:30 p.m. 
The theme for the conference will be ‘Surely God 
can do anything’. The speaker for Friday night 
will be Pastor Jeanette Harden and Pastor Holley 
Maxwell Saturday night. Sunday evening speaker 
will be Pastor Sharina Pierce Alston. Living Way 
church family cordially invites everyone to attend.

Living Way Ministries is located at 108 East 
MLK Blvd. in Swainsboro.



Dear Representative 
Buddy Carter:

Your appearance a cou-
ple of weeks ago before 
the Water, Wildlife and 
Fisheries subcommittee 

in Washington of which 
you are not a member but 
were allowed to question 
a witness panel about our 
Okefenokee was — shall 
we say — a bit out of the 

ordinary.
According to news 

reports, you claimed you 
were not entering an opin-
ion “one way or the other” 
about Twin Pines Minerals, 

an Alabama-based compa-
ny, seeking permits from 
Georgia’s Environmental 
Protection Division to drill 
for titanium oxide on Trail 
Ridge along the eastern 
edge of our Okefenokee so 
that all mankind can be 
assured of an ample sup-
ply of paint, toothpaste and 
chewing gum. And then 
you proceeded to opine one 
way or the other all over 
the room about the U.S. 
Fish and Wildlife Service’s 
opposition to the project.

You said U. S. Interior 
Secretary Deb Haaland’s 
letter to Gov. Brian Kemp 
was an “overreach of 
the Secretary’s authority 
and without legal basis.” 
Admittedly, I’m just your 
humble scribe, but that 
sure sounded like an opin-
ion to me.

What I am trying to fig-
ure out is why? Why did 
you take the time to show 
up at the subcommittee 
hearing and announce that 
you didn’t have an opin-
ion one way or the other 
on Twin Pines Minerals 
drilling on the edge of our 
Okefenokee?

Were you responding to 
pressure from angry citi-
zens across our state who 
are saying, “Enough with 
that darned ol’ Okefenokee! 
We want paint! We want 
toothpaste! We want chew-
ing gum! Drill, baby drill!”

If so, you and I must be 
talking to a different crowd 
of angry citizens. I’ve been 
at this column-writing busi-
ness for 26 years and I don’t 
recall this many Georgians 
being this mad. You see, 
they think the Okefenokee 
belongs to all of us, not just 
the privileged few. They 
are incensed that no one 
is listening to them. They 

know when they are being 
talked down to, like the 
drivel that somehow this 
is a regulatory decision, 
not a political one. That 
insults their intelligence. 
And mine.

Last I heard, more than 
77,000 people have writ-
ten the Environmental 
Protection Division, asking 
them to not approve the 
permits. And before you 
ask, we aren’t talking about 
professional tree huggers, 
we are talking everyday 
Georgians. I am getting 
mail from all over the state. 
One reader wrote me to 
say he had never been to 
the Okefenokee until all the 
fuss started. He visited the 
place to see it first-hand 
and was so impressed with 
what he saw that he imme-
diately wrote Gov. Kemp, 
asking him to intervene 
and stop the permitting. 
He got the usual “Thank 
you for contacting the 
governor, your opinions 
are important” bug letter, 
saying nothing. At least he 
heard from the governor. I 
wrote an open letter to him 
a month ago in this space 
and haven’t heard squat. 
Go figure.

What is confusing is why 
you would rail against the 
Interior Secretary for hav-
ing a say in preserving our 
Okefenokee. Yes, it is locat-
ed in Georgia, but it is a 
national treasure. It attracts 
700,000 visits annually and 
generates some $64 million 
for nearby communities. It 
is also being considered as 
a UNESCO World Heritage 
Site like the Grand Canyon 

and Yellowstone Park.
By the way, there is 

precedent for Secretary 
Haaland’s actions. Back in 
the ’90s, then-U.S. Interior 
Secretary Bruce Babbitt 
intervened when DuPont 
was trying to do the same 
thing in the same place. 
Babbitt said, “Titanium is 
a common mineral, while 
the Okefenokee is a very 
uncommon swamp.” Gov. 
Zell Miller was convinced 
to pull the plug on the proj-
ect. If it was a bad idea 
then, why is it a good idea 
now?

I am curious why you 
don’t seem to be showing 
as much public concern 
as to how the people of 
Georgia feel about letting 
an Alabama-based compa-
ny come into Georgia to 
drill in our Okefenokee as 
you are in excoriating those 
in our federal government 
who seem to be trying to 
do what our state officials 
are loathe to do — listen 
to us.

In spite of your recent 
public scolding of the sub-
committee panel, you claim 
you were entering no opin-
ion one way or the other 
about what Twin Pines 
Minerals wants to do to our 
Okefenokee. But you need 
to know that a majority of 
Georgians do seem to be 
entering an opinion. They 
are vehemently opposed to 
the idea. There is no one 
way or the other about it.

You can reach Dick 
Yarbrough at dick@dickyar-
brough.com or at P.O. Box 
725373, Atlanta, Georgia 
31139.
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Congratulations and 
Happy Birthday to the 
City of Swainsboro, my 
forever hometown as 
we celebrate 200 years. 
A huge thank you to The 
Forest-Blade for making 
sure that I received a 
copy of this cherished 
anniversary journal. I 
have read every word 

many times and found 
memories of people 
and places from my 
eighty-eight years part 
of the two hundred. 
This will only be a few-
--more will come. I saw 
the picture of Mr. R.A. 
Flanders, President of 
the Central Bank, whom 
I called “Big Daddy.” 

His granddaughter, 
Beverly, was in a wheel-
chair from results of 
polio. She welcomed 
the company of six-
year-old Shirley. After 
closing the bank, her 
“Big Daddy” came by 
and always brought ice 
cream which I shared. 
I think I thought that 

was his name, so he 
was my “Big Daddy” 
for the rest of his life. 
After reading Sothern 
novelists, I learned 
that “Big Daddy“ was 
a Southern name for 
“Grandfather.” Later, 
he moved across the 
street from my home on 
Church Street. I contin-

ued to visit him on his 
front porch, and he was 
my “Big Daddy for the 
rest of his life. Beverly 

was rehabilitated from 
polio handicaps and 
became a talented and 
well-known artist.
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Nation divided

Shirley 
Proctor 
Twiss

Two hundred years

Editorial Cartoons

Dick
Yarbrough

Sharing an opinion on Representative Carter’s no 
Opinion Regarding our Okefenokee

This Thursday will 
be the 80th anniversary 
of D-Day. On the sixth 
of June 1944, over sev-
enty-five thousand 
American soldiers, sail-
ors, and airmen along 
with other allied troops 
landed on the beaches of 
Normandy to begin the 
liberation of Europe from 
the grip of Hitler’s nazi 
Germany. If you ever hear 
anyone cast doubt on 
the United States and its 
might, its righteousness, 
and its redemptive ardor 
against evil in this world, 
you only need to cite this 
one day to set the record 
straight. The D-Day 
operation was repeat-
edly delayed. Finally, 
in the late hours of 
June 5, General Dwight 
Eisenhower gave the 
order to go. The weath-
er was bad, the troops 
were antsy and restless, 

and unforeseen obstacles 
threatened the mission to 
the point where the larg-
est amphibious force in 
history was almost called 
back. Over 10,000 men 
were killed or wounded 
that day, but that one day 
was the beginning of the 
end of the German Reich 
and the worst worldwide, 
man-made crime against 
humanity in all recorded 
history. One thing is cer-
tain. If the United States 
had not entered the war, 
England and all of Europe 
would more than likely 
have fallen under nazi 
rule and Hitler’s dream 
of a “thousand year” 
reign would probably 
have been established. 
Sixteen million veterans 
fought in WW II. Only 
118,000 are now still alive. 
On this 80-year anni-
versary, I wonder how 
those veterans feel about 

the current state of the 
country they sacrificed so 
much for back then. In 
1940, the USA was divid-
ed about entering the 
war in Europe, but once 
the decision was made, 
the country came togeth-
er and never looked 
back. Today, we are again 
at a point of deep divi-
sion.  Not as perilous as 
back then perhaps, but 
seriously straining the 
bindings of this nation. 
As we approach the time 
when we will make one 
of the most important 
decisions a democracy 
can make, some funda-
mentals have recklessly 
changed. Political com-
petition in the electoral 
exercise has always been 
a natural and healthy 
part of a free and fair 
government, but what we 
are watching now days 
is not that. Recently we 

have witnessed a trial 
conducted in what many 
feel is an unconventional 
manner based on irregu-
lar process, questionable 
charging practices, and 
unsettled, imprecise jury 
instruction. Additionally, 
the case presented in a 
New York State Court as 
a misdemeanor strange-
ly morphed into a felo-
ny based on its surprise 
evolution and assertion 
by the District Attorney 
that it was tied to a mys-
terious “second crime” 
which was unproven and 
not even revealed until 
the final day of prosecu-
tion thereby denying the 
defense the opportunity 
to effectively prepare a 
response. The defendant, 
who happened to be a 
candidate in the upcom-
ing election for President, 
was denied due process 
in trial proceedings by 

the judge’s disallowance 
of requested witnesses 
and the imposition of a 
“gag order”. Given the 
unusual conduct of the 
District Attorney who 
chose to leap-frog this 
case over a long line of 
previously scheduled 
cases awaiting trial, as 
well as the refusal of the 
judge to recuse himself 
despite his own admis-
sion of political support 
and involvement with the 
defendant’s competitor in 
the Presidential election, 
it is not surprising that 
many legal scholars both 
in and out of New York 
state have commented 
that the most significant 

loss in the guilty verdict 
was not to the defendant, 
Donald Trump, but to the 
trust and confidence of 
the ordinary citizen who 
has always relied on the 
fairness and consistency 
of the rule of law. Eighty 
years ago, Americans 
fought and died on the 
beaches of France to 
protect the fundamental 
rights of liberty, democra-
cy, and when all else fails, 
the full promise of justice. 
No matter your political 
views, it seems like this 
country needs to exercise 
great care that the divi-
sions so carelessly created 
don’t become cracks too 
large to repair.
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by ERIC HOGAN
This coming June 6 

will mark the 80th An-
niversary of the single 
most important day of 
the 20th Century-- June 
6, 1944, forever known as 
D-Day. World War II was 
the preeminent event of 
the 20th Century and the 
bloodiest event in human 
history, and D-Day was 
the most important day 
of that conflict.

June 6, 1944, was the 
day it would be deter-
mined whether the Unit-
ed States and her Allies 
could execute by far the 
largest and most dar-
ing amphibious assault 
in military history and 
successfully establish 
a strong, secure beach-
head in Normandy, on 
France’s northern coast. 
From there, they would 
begin the liberation of 
Western Europe and the 
final defeat of Nazi Ger-
many.

As I write this article, 
it is a bittersweet reality 
that the unyielding effect 
of time now dictates that 
as the 80th anniversary of 
this monumental event 
approaches, only a tiny 
handful of D-Day veter-
ans remain alive who can 
bear witness to their per-
sonal experiences on that 
decisive day.

The D-Day Invasion -- 
code named Operation 
Overlord -- was a mas-
sive undertaking involv-
ing over 6,000 ships rang-
ing from battleships to 
troop carriers along with 
nine combat divisions of 
roughly 175,000 troops 
who would be sent into 
action on the first day. 
Five of the combat divi-
sions were American – 
the 1st, 4th, and 29th In-
fantry divisions and the 
82nd and 101st Airborne 
divisions. Three British 
and one Canadian divi-
sion comprised the rest of 
the initial combat force.

The planning for this 
huge and risky operation 
had not been easy. From 
the beginning, the British 
had not been enthusiastic 
about the idea of a direct 
assault on the heavily 
defended French coast. 
France had surrendered 
to the Nazis in 1940, so 
the Germans had almost 
four years to work on de-
fense preparations. For-
tifying the beachheads 
had expanded in 1944 
under the command of 
the famed Field Marshall 
Erwin Rommel.

The British apprehen-
sion clearly illustrated the 
difference in strategy be-
tween American and Brit-
ish war planners. With 
more limited resources 
as a nation, the Brits had 
been at war since Septem-
ber 1939, and had become 
more war weary and 
risk averse. They were 
horrified at the thought 
that a cross-channel am-
phibious invasion could 
turn into a disaster for 
the Allies. On the other 
hand, the American high 
command was convinced 
the only way to keep the 
war from dragging on in-
definitely was to launch 
a massive assault against 
the German coastal de-
fenses and speed up the 
necessary destruction of 
the Nazi army.

President Franklin 
Roosevelt had appoint-
ed General Dwight Ei-
senhower to command 
the Allied Expeditionary 
Force. However, early 
in the winter of 1944, Ei-
senhower had become so 
frustrated with what he 
perceived as lack of Brit-
ish cooperation that he 

was openly complaining. 
An alarmed President 
Roosevelt, seriously con-
cerned about the future 
of the Normandy opera-
tion, sent a strong protest 
to British Prime Minister 
Winston Churchill. Wise-
ly recognizing that a frac-
tured alliance would be 
foolish, Churchill sent 
the word up and down 
the British command – 
“cooperate or get out of 
the way.”

As part of the planning 
for the D-day invasion, 
the Allies cleverly created 
what became the greatest 
“intelligence” deception 
of the war. This deception 
was possible because ear-
ly in the war, the British 
had broken the German 
military code known as 
‘Ultra,” thus the Allies 
diligently monitored 
most German coded mili-
tary communication.

Through “Ultra” Gen-
eral Eisenhower learned 
that the Allied command-
er most feared by the Ger-
mans because of his dar-
ing and aggressive tactics 
was General George Pat-
ton. The Germans fully 
expected General Patton 
to be the commander of 
any invasion of France.

But Patton was not go-
ing to be the commander 
of the cross-channel as-
sault against Norman-
dy. Instead, command of 
American forces at Nor-
mandy was given to Gen-
eral Omar Bradley, who 
had been Patton’s deputy 
commander in Sicily and 
North Africa. While vis-
iting wounded soldiers 
in a field hospital during 
the Sicily campaign, 
Patton had lost his cool 
and slapped a couple of 
able-bodied GIs and ac-
cused them of coward-
ice. The American media 
got wind of the story 
and turned it into a full-
fledged scandal. Several 
reporters even demand-
ed that Patton be relieved 
of duty and sent home.

Despite the bad press, 
the Allied high command 
knew that Patton was too 
valuable to the war effort 
to be sent home. They also 
knew that Patton would 
be punished by not being 
given command of the in-
vasion, but the Germans 
did not. And to the Ger-
mans, not using your best 
battlefield commander 
because he slapped some 
scared soldiers would be 
unthinkable.

So the Allies decided 
to play on German fears 
and use Patton as a de-
coy. A fictitious Army 
Group was created un-
der Patton and located 
at Dover, which is the 
closest English city to the 
French coast at Calais. 
The deception was made 
convincing by numer-
ous troop movements 
through Dover, setting 
up several major radio 
transmitting stations to 
produce constant radio 
traffic, and, amazingly, 
the deployment of hun-
dreds of inflatable rubber 
tanks, trucks, and other 
motorized vehicles that 
appeared completely 
authentic when photo-
graphed from a few thou-
sand feet by German re-
connaissance aircraft.

The idea was to make 
the Germans believe that 
General Patton was com-
manding the real inva-
sion force that would at-
tack across the narrowest 
part of the English Chan-
nel and land in the Calais 
area. The effectiveness of 
this great deception was 
born out on D-Day when 
Nazi leader Adolf Hit-

ler and the German high 
command refused to rush 
two Panzer Divisions 
stationed near Calais to 
counterattack against the 
Normandy beachhead 
when they potentially 
could have turned the 
tide of battle.

Only after 48 hours did 
the Germans finally real-
ize that Normandy was 
the real invasion and not 
a decoy, and there would 
be no Patton attack 
against Calais. By then 
enough Allied armor had 
been brought ashore to 
mount a strong defense 
against German Panzer 
tanks.

The invasion date was 
originally set for June 5, 
but on June 2, the Allied 
weather forecasters told 
Eisenhower that a storm 
was brewing in the no-
toriously rough English 
Channel. On June 4, 
after thousands of sol-
diers had already begun 
loading onto ships, the 
weather forecast was so 
bad that Eisenhower had 
no choice but to postpone 
the invasion for one day 
and pray that the weath-
er would improve.

Because of the effect of 
the tides and moon on the 
Normandy coast, if the 
invasion had to be post-
poned again from June 
6, it would be another 
month before conditions 
would again be favor-
able. Eisenhower dread-
ed the thought of another 
postponement because 
he thought it would de-
press the morale of the 
troops that were primed 
and ready to go, and he 
was worried about main-
taining secrecy and secu-
rity for another month.

Perhaps it was divine 
intervention, but on June 
5, the weathermen re-
ported that the weather 
should moderate for just 
a few days. Not ideal 
conditions, but proba-
bly manageable. It was 
a tough and risky deci-
sion to make – but Eisen-
hower gave the invasion 
order with two words, 
“Let’s go.”

Beginning at 11 p.m. 
on the evening of June 5, 
the American and British 
Airborne divisions be-
gan loading into planes 
for their parachute drop 
behind enemy lines 
all along the Norman-
dy coast. The marginal 
weather badly scattered 
the paratroopers but 
that actually worked out 
fine because it seemed to 
completely confuse the 
Germans as to what the 
Allied targets and objec-
tives were.

The Airborne troops 
did their job well. They 
captured and held vi-
tal bridges on the roads 
to the coast before the 
Germans could destroy 
them. These bridges 
would be needed for 
the Allied armies to ad-
vance into France. They 
set up strong defensive 
positions on both flanks 
of the Normandy beach-
head to stop or delay any 
German counterattack 

that attempted to drive 
the Allies off the beaches. 
And by dawn of June 6, 
the first French town of 
St. Mere Eglise had been 
liberated by the 82nd Air-
borne.

There were five inva-
sion beaches along the 
Normandy coast – code 
named Utah, Omaha, 
Gold, Juno, and Sword. 
Utah and Omaha were 
the American beaches. 
Gold and Sword were 
British and Juno was Ca-
nadian. Allied planners 
had convinced them-
selves that substantial 
bombing from the air 
combined with a massive 
pre-invasion naval bom-
bardment could neutral-
ize many of the German 
beach defenses. Sadly, 
most missed their targets, 
perhaps handicapped by 
the marginal weather

By pure chance and 
good luck the wind and 
currents took the first 
waves of American land-
ing craft headed for Utah 
Beach about one mile 
south of their intended 
landing zone to an area 
right between more for-
midable German defens-
es. General Teddy Roos-
evelt, Jr., son of the former 
president, famously sur-
veyed the situation on the 
beach and declared, “We 
will start the war from 
here.” Roosevelt imme-
diately ordered all suc-
cessive waves diverted 
to his new beach position 
and boldly led his men 
off the lightly defended 
stretch of beach. By the 
end of the day, they were 
five miles inland and had 
linked up with units of 
the 82nd Airborne.

For his personal brav-
ery and intrepid lead-
ership, General Roos-
evelt was posthumously 
awarded the Congressio-
nal Medal of Honor. Sad-
ly, he died of a heart at-
tack on July 12, just over 
a month after the inva-
sion, and is buried with 
his men at the American 
Military Cemetery in 
Normandy.

It was “Bloody Oma-
ha” where the carnage 
was. The first 30 minutes 
of the movie “Saving Pri-
vate Ryan” graphically 
illustrated the bloody 
horror faced by the first 
waves of Americans to 
hit the beach at Omaha. 
The landing troops had 
to navigate a long stretch 
of beach with no cover or 
protection that ran into 
sandy bluffs that were 
100 feet high in places. 
The Germans had sub-
stantial manpower and 
firepower advantages, in 
addition to the vitally im-
portant high ground, all 
of which created a “mis-
sion impossible” scenario 
for the Americans. The 
first waves on Omaha 
were largely decimat-
ed and lost their heavy 
equipment and were 
barely able to return the 
German fire.

The Omaha landing 
was in danger of degen-
erating into a nightmare 
against overwhelming 

odds. However, slowly 
but surely individual acts 
of valor occurred. One of 
the brave officers on the 
beach, Colonel George 
Taylor of the 1st Infan-
try Division (a/k/a The 
Big Red One), rallied his 
men by constantly ex-
posing himself to Ger-
man fire and imploring 
his men to get moving 
and attack. He screamed 
at them, “There are only 
two kinds of men on this 
beach, those who are 
dead and those who are 
going to die, now let’s get 
the hell off this beach.” 
Several American Navy 
destroyers, observing the 
chaos and confusion on 
the beach, without any 
orders decided to expose 
themselves to German ar-
tillery fire by charging in 
close to the beach so they 
could more accurately 
aim their guns on Ger-
man defenses. One de-
stroyer even ran aground 
in this valiant attempt to 
give fire support to the 
men desperately strug-
gling on the beach.

Omaha Beach was 
the landing beach be-
tween the British/Cana-
dian beaches to the east 
and the American Utah 
Beach to the west. Had 
the landing at Omaha 
failed and the Americans 
been pushed back into 
the English Channel, the 
Germans would have 
successfully split the 
Normandy invasion in 
two and probably made 
it impossible to fortify 
the beachhead with men 
and material in prepara-
tion for the breakout and 
the planned attack across 
France. The duration of 
the war would have been 
substantially increased.

For half a day the fate 
of Omaha was in grave 
doubt. But, by day’s end, 
the Americans had defied 
the odds and were a mile 
inland. Omaha Beach is a 
glorious example of what 
motivated American sol-
diers under the greatest 
of duress are capable of 
doing when they know 
that losing is not an op-
tion

On the morning of June 
6, 1944, President Roos-
evelt gave a nationwide 
radio address to the coun-
try. He called for a “Na-
tional Day of Prayer.” The 
Normandy invasion had 
already begun, and the 
President had received 
the first action reports 
before he gave his memo-
rable prayer to the nation 
that day. This is how FDR 
began his prayer:

“Almighty God: Our 
sons, pride of our nation, 
this day have set upon 
a mighty endeavor, a 
struggle to preserve our 
republic, our religion, 
and our civilization, and 
to set free a suffering hu-
manity.”

That day, tens of mil-
lions of Americans 
all across the country 
stopped what they were 
doing and went to their 
local church or syna-
gogue to pray for their 
family members and 

friends in harm’s way.
With the element of 

surprise, and despite 
over 10,000 casualties, the 
Normandy beachhead 
was successfully estab-
lished by the Allies. By 
August, General Patton’s 
3rd Army was leading 
the drive across France 
and moving faster and 
further than any other 
military unit in American 
history. And on August 
25, Paris was liberated in 
what some have called 
“the happiest day of the 
20th century.”

To reflect back to this 
time period and take note 
of the almost inconceiv-
able, unrelenting pace of 
operations is absolutely 
breathtaking. On June 
5, 1944, Rome was liber-
ated by the Americans, 
and in the Pacific there 
were three American am-
phibious invasions in the 
Mariana Islands in rapid 
succession -- Saipan on 
June 15, Guam on July 
21 and Tinian on July 24. 
The American “Arsenal 
of Democracy” was on 
full display.

It is imperative that we, 
as Americans, remem-
ber and appreciate the 
honor, bravery, and sac-
rifice that our forefathers 
demonstrated during 
these perilous times. 
And equally important, 
full appreciation of this 
noble heritage must be 
passed to future gen-
erations by a reformed 
educational system and 
improved museums and 
institutions of American 
history. Being historically 
illiterate as we have re-
cently witnessed all over 
our country is no longer 
acceptable.

This coming June 6, 
I encourage you to do 
what I’m going to do. 
Pour yourself a glass of 
your favorite libation and 
toast to the “greatest gen-
eration”. Remember the 
immortal words of Pres-
ident Ronald Reagan at 
the 40th anniversary of 
D-Day in 1984. He was 
standing in front of the 
magnificent Ranger Mon-
ument at Pointe du Hoc 
speaking to the veterans 
of the Ranger battalion 
that had executed one of 
the most dangerous mis-
sions of D-Day. They had 
fought their way up the 
tall rocky cliffs at Pointe 
du Hoc and taken out 
large German guns that 
could have targeted both 
Omaha and Utah Beach.

President Reagan 
looked at them with 
tears in his eyes and said, 
“These are the boys of 
Pointe du Hoc, these are 
the men who scaled the 
cliffs, these are the cham-
pions who liberated a 
continent.”

Eric Hogan is a gradu-
ate of the Georgia Institute 
of Technology and Mercer 
University Law School, and 
a retired real-estate develop-
er on Tybee Island, GA.  His 
father and two uncles were 
veterans of World War II 
and sparked his lifelong in-
terest in the history of the 
war.

The most important day of the 20th Century-- D-Day, June 6, 1944
The triumph of freedom and democracy over tyranny and repression

HOGAN RESCUE
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T H A N K  Y O U !Veterans clean Memorial Park
On Saturday, May 25, 

eight  ‘Veterans at the 
Library’ traveled to the 
Memorial Park with 
tools to clean-up the 
park, install the edg-
ing beams and paint 
the parking spaces. The 
park needed a little 
touching up for the Me-
morial Day event that 
was held Monday, May 
27, 2024, at 11a.m., at the 
Veterans & 1st Respond-
ers Memorial Park.  

Battle Lumber Com-
pany in Wadley gener-
ously donated the 8”x8” 
timbers for the flower 
garden.

EIGHT VETERANS AT THE LIBRARY CLEANING FLOWER BED 
(VETERAN JAMES MASON NOT PICTURED)

PARKING PLACES FRESHLY PAINTED, 
AND THE HANDICAP EMBLEM INSTALLED

Road closures
Herrington Avenue from Gloria Street to Curtis Street will be closed indefinitely due to elevated tank 

removal and replacement of the city water tower. 

WORKERS PREPARE TO REMOVE OLD WATER TOWER

Subscribe to The Forest-Blade
 and receive the eEdition FREE!

Call Denise today • 478.237.9971
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Megan grew up in 
Claxton and began 
her teaching career as 
a kindergarten teacher 
at Swainsboro Prima-
ry School in Swains-
boro in 2017 and is 
still in the same school 
and in the same posi-
tion. She is finishing 
her seventh-year teach-
ing and within those 
seven years, she has 
obtained her master’s 
degree in Curriculum 
and Instruction, and 
just recently received an 
endorsement in Dyslex-
ia. Seamands attended 
Georgia Southern Uni-
versity and received 
a bachelor’s degree in 
early childhood edu-
cation and also has an 
ESOL endorsement that 
she graduated with.

“My mother, Lisa 
Upchurch Seamands, 
grew up in Swains-
boro. My father, Billy 
Upchurch, was a foot-
ball coach here for sev-
eral years, so I knew the 
area and town because 
of them. Even though I 
did not grow up here, 
many people remember 
my mother and grandfa-
ther, so it is almost like a 
home away from home. 
I remember hearing sto-
ries about Swainsboro 
and people they knew 
that lived here.” stated 
Miss Seamands. 

Megan lived in 
Statesboro until she 
went to sixth grade. 
She attended Sallie 
Zetterower Elementary 
School, and had the 
same teacher, Ms. 
Deloach, for second and 
fourth grade and she 
also became Megan’s 
gifted teacher in fifth 
grade. When she was 
in elementary school, 
Megan had no idea 
what she wanted to do 
when she grew up, but 
she loved Ms. Deloach. 
“I loved going to school 
every day because she 
made it a lot of fun. 
She was funny and had 
a great personality. She 
let her students explore 
and learn things they 
were interested in. I 
think about her a lot 
now that I am a teacher 
and hope that my stu-
dents can look back with 
fondness at me the way 
I do about her.” Miss 
Seamands commented. 
“We ‘research’ a lot in 
my class. Whenever stu-
dents or myself are curi-
ous about something, 
we look it up on Google 
or YouTube to learn 
about it and see what 
it looks like. I don’t 
want them to ever lose 
their sense of wonder or 
curiosity.” added Miss 
Seamands.

“I did not always 
want to be a teacher. 
My mother was a kin-
dergarten teacher, and I 
remember going to her 
classroom after school 

or sitting in there while 
she got things in her 
classroom done. Once 
I was able to drive, I 
would sometimes come 
and help in her class-
room. All of her good 
friends were teachers, 
and from hearing their 
stories and helping in 
the classroom myself, 
teaching was something 
I DID NOT want to 
do. This was especial-
ly so for kindergarten. 
However, after going 
to college and getting 
degrees in the medical 
field, I found that I was 
not doing what I loved 
or enjoyed. I loved to 
read and loved all of 
my English classes in 
middle and high school, 
so I started out getting a 
degree in English edu-
cation. I then switched 
to middle grades educa-
tion, but quickly learned 
that that age was NOT 
for me. I then switched 
to early childhood edu-
cation, and I ended up 
loving what I always 
said I would never do. 
I student taught in kin-
dergarten and learned 
that I loved that age 
and grade. My moth-
er retired from teach-
ing after 36 years in the 
profession, and all were 
taught in kindergarten. 
With me finishing out 
my seventh year in kin-
dergarten, I am slowly 
following in her foot-
steps.” Miss Seamands 
commented.

Megan has always 
had a long commute 
to work. For the first 
several years teaching, 
it took her between 
45-50 minutes to get to 
Swainsboro. Now, she 
has an even longer com-
mute at 80-90 minutes 
depending on the day. 
Megan keeps coming 
back and making that 
commute because she 
enjoys her school and 
staff and has made 
some close friendships 
with her coworkers. “I 
feel valued and listened 
to at my school, and it 
does feel like a family. 
Everyone knows each 
other.” Miss Seamands 
added.

Outside of teaching, 
Megan likes to do all 
sorts of crafts. She likes 
to paint, make resin 
art, color and make 
things. She also loves 
to read (her aunt was 
a school librarian) and 
spend time at the beach. 
Megan is in a relation-
ship but does not have 
any children.

Now that you’ve 
met the teacher and 
read her story, read her 
Q/A’s below to further 
understand Megan 
Seamands’ incredible 
values of teaching and 
how she’s changing 
and inspiring young 
lives in our community.

What have you found 

most rewarding in your 
career?

Seamands: Teaching 
children how to read. 
Kindergarten is where stu-
dents get the foundation 
for reading. I have students 
that come to me never hav-
ing been to school before 
and sometimes cannot tell 
the difference between a 
letter and a number. At 
the end of the year, those 
students are blending and 
reading some words. Some 
students are reading short 
books by the end of the 
year. It is amazing seeing 
a student go from learning 
their letters and sounds 
to reading sentences. That 
is one reason I got my 
dyslexia endorsement. 
I wanted to learn more 
about how people learn to 
read, better strategies for 
learning to read, and how 
to help those that struggle 
in a more impactful and 
engaging way.

Do you feel that each 
of your students have 
left a lasting impres-
sion on you?

Seamands: My stu-
dents leave a lasting 
impression on me every 
year. I learn new ways 
to teach, manage behavior, 
problem solve, and man-
age things that I thought 
would be impossible. 
Every year is different. 
Something that worked 
in the previous year may 
not work at all the next. 
Learning how to change 
and do something new or 
different is something I 
carry with me every year.

What advice would 
you like to give to new 
or upcoming educa-
tors?

Seamands: Expect 
the unexpected and learn 
to roll with the punches. 
You may think a lesson, 
or even your day, will go 
one way and then BOOM 
something happens and 
you have to completely 
change what you’re doing. 
As long as you’re able to 
multitask and are open to 
change, you will make it. 
The first couple of years 
are the hardest, but things 
come easier.

How does it make 
you feel to see the suc-
cess that many of your 
previous students have 
become (if you’ve been 

teaching for 12+ years)?
Seamands: My oldest 

students are still in middle 
school. I have seen some 
pictures online of awards 
and honors they have won, 
and it makes me think back 
on when they were so little 
in kindergarten. It makes 
me proud of where many 
of them are.

If you could tell your 
past students or future 
students one thing that 
you hope will stick 
with them all through-
out life, what would 
that be?

Seamands: It is okay 
to fail. So many of us get 
caught up in not doing 
something right the first 
time we try it, and that 
fear prevents us from ever 
trying anything. To get 
good at something, you 
have to try and try again. 
You will fail at some stuff, 
and that is okay. Learn 
from that and try better 
the next time. 

I’ve had students afraid 
to try to do something 
because they are afraid of 
failure or that they won’t 
do it right, but I try and 
let them know that fail-
ure is part of the process. 
I let them see me fail at 
things, but then I try 
again. Showing them that 
it is okay to not get it right 
the first time, and that 
life doesn’t suddenly end 
encourages a lot of them. 

What’s a favorite 
memory or some of 
your favorite memo-
ries that you have from 
your time as an educa-
tor?

Seamands: Since I am 
ESOL endorsed, I have 
a lot of ELL students in 
my classroom. Some of 
my favorite memories are 
of some of them knowing 
no English, to speaking 
to me in English by the 
end of the year. I have also 
had them teach me some of 
their language, and I cher-
ish those memories. 

I love art, and my class-
room is filled with artwork 
of students I have now and 
in the past. I love seeing 
what they draw or make, 
and some of my more 
hilarious memories are of 
drawings they have made 
of myself. I keep these to 
look back on and smile… 
or laugh! 

Honoring our Educators
Proudly sponsored by...Proudly sponsored by...

A lasting impression: 
Meet inspiring teacher, Megan Seamands

LISA AND MEGAN SEAMANDS

Subscribe to 
The Forest-Blade

Call Denise today!

478.237.9971



It wasn’t until I began 
dating my now hus-
band, Aaron Davis 
Walden, that June 6th 
would come to matter 
even more.

I’m very much a be-
liever in using family 
names when children 
are born. I know many 
people don’t share that 
same sentiment, but I 
surely have found an in-
valuable gift in it. For a 
person to mean so much 
to you that their name 
is passed down to your 
own flesh and blood 
should count for a lot.  It 
definitely was a reality 
when I became the moth-
er of five kids, which 
truth be told by the time 
number five arrived I 
had almost run out of 
monikers of the familial 
sort. We worked it out, 
though. I always loved 
my husband’s middle 
name, Davis, but for 
some reason we didn’t 
use it. When our first 
son was born, we named 
him Brinson Aaron, and 
when the last boy came 
along we took the route 
of keeping the same 
initials so as to utilize 
those monogrammed 
items of clothing be-
cause we didn’t want 
them to go to waste. Da-
vis was always such a 
distinguished sounding 
name to me, and it just 
so happened to be the 
maiden name of Aar-
on’s grandmother, Mrs. 
Marjorie Davis Johnson, 
wife of WD. When Aar-
on and I began court-
ing, I learned that not 
only had he never had 
the chance to know the 
man who he was named 
after, but no one in his 
family knew him, either. 
We’ve always been told 
that his great grandfa-
ther passed away on 
D-Day, June 6th, what 
eventually would be 
the date of my birth. I 
guess that’s why I have 
always felt drawn to 
this stranger of a man, a 
hero unknown. You see, 
Private Ernest Davis’s 
story isn’t so much out 
of the ordinary when it 
comes to young men of 
that time. He and Aar-
on’s great grandmother, 
Lola, had previously 
been divorced prior to 
his journey abroad. She 
remarried and moved 
to Savannah where Mrs. 
Marjorie would spend 
part of her childhood. 
Due to different circum-
stances after the sepa-
ration, Mr. Davis found 
himself enlisting into the 
armed forces and subse-
quently was one of those 
young men who on that 
fateful day in June 1944, 
stormed Omaha Beach 
in the invasion of Nor-
mandy. We were always 
told that he lost his life 
on the very shores that 
he and other young men 
trampled upon in their 
aim of finding victory 
and freedom from Nazi 
Germany. The only rem-
nants of the legacy of 
Mr. Davis that his family 
had been given were his 
purple heart, his service 
portrait, and his certif-
icate of being awarded 
that most prestigious 
medal all which even-
tually were encased in 
a shadow box. It nev-
er failed that when we 
visited Grandma and 
Big Pa’s house through-
out the last 24 years we 
would always peer at 
that shadow box know-

ing that its contents had 
not changed, but its pos-
sessions still tell such a 
story; an important one 
at that. Mrs. Marjorie 
never had the chance 
to see her father’s final 
resting place because 
upon his death he was 
buried in Normandy. 
The mystery surround-
ing this unknown hero 
was always one that 
his family wanted more 
insight about, yet the 
chances of ever know-
ing enough about the lo-
cation and how to navi-
gate it would escape us 
all until this last New 
Year’s Eve.

The Johnson fami-
ly has been farmers in 
this county and sur-
rounding areas for as 
long as I can remember. 
I’ve never not known 
of them being in such a 
profession. Their family 
roots run as deep as the 
crops they sow year af-
ter year. Farming brings 
many connections and 
friendships, several that 
last a lifetime. Back in 
the fall of 2023, Blake 
Johnson, grandson of 
Marjorie and WD and 
great grandson of Ernest 
Davis, was on a phone 
call with a fellow farmer 
and friend by the name 
of Steve Brownlee from 
Bulloch County. It was 
in the conversation that 
Mr. Brownlee revealed 
that he was visiting his 
wife’s family overseas, 
France to be exact. Add-
ing to the comradery of 
the chat, Blake casually 
mentioned that his great 
grandfather had died on 
D-Day and was actually 
buried in France. This is 
where this story takes a 
turn, or we like to con-
sider this a God wink in 
our neck of the woods. 
Steve went on to say 
that where they were 
visiting was approxi-
mately 40 miles away 
from the Normandy 
American Cemetery, the 
site where thousands of 
American soldiers were 
buried upon the dev-
astation of D-Day. One 
soldier in particular that 
never made it home 
and who rested among 
those numbers was, you 
guessed it, Private Er-
nest Davis. To say that 
this discussion was one 
for the history books 
(no pun intended) was 
putting it lightly. This 
is when the Johnson 
family’s trajectory took 
a wild but profound 
detour. Steve Brownlee 
didn’t realize it then, but 
the gift he was about to 
give his friend and his 
friend’s extended fam-
ily would be one that 
would be imprinted into 
the fiber of their very be-
ing.

Before hanging up, 
Blake heard Steve tell 
him that since they were 
so close to the ceme-
tery and no one had 
ever seen Mr. Davis’s 
grave, he would gladly 
go and take pictures of 
his headstone for him. 
What started out as a 
day trip to snap a few 
pictures ended up be-
ing much more. Because 
Mr. Brownlee’s wife is 
French, she was granted 
privileges to set up what 
is called a sand cere-
mony. Mr. Brownlee, 
his wife, and a French 
trustee of the cemetery 
captured on video what 
can only be described as 
a moment that will be 
cherished by the Johnson 

family for generations 
to follow. Mr. Davis’s 
grave just so happens 
to be on the outer edge 
of one of the rows, Plot 
D Row 13 Grave 47 to 
be precise, that looks 
out onto the shores of 
Omaha Beach in an al-
most poignant scene. 
Nestled in her hand, 
the trustee recorded by 
Mr. Brownlee, held the 
shimmering sands taken 
from that very shoreline 
and spread them across 
the engraved name of 
Ernest Davis. What 
once was ordinary sed-
iment taken from that 
most noteworthy beach 
seemed to gleam gold 
as it was pressed down 
into the etching of the 
cross that held this un-
known hero’s name. 
The same was done on 
the back for the grave’s 
serial number. A French 
flag and an American 
flag were planted down 
in the bright, green grass 
paying homage to a fall-
en soldier. The death 
date read as June 30, 
1944. This is where the 
story gets hazy because 
information on exactly 
the cause of Mr. Davis’s 
death is unknown at this 
point. We aren’t sure if 
he later succumbed to 
injuries sustained on 
D-Day, or if he mirac-
ulously survived this 
most horrifying situa-
tion and fell victim to 
another battle in France. 
Either way, seeing his 
name and his grave 
brought his soul to life 
for a matter of minutes. 
On December 31, 2023, 
Mr. Brownlee paid a vis-
it to the Johnson family 
at their home church, El 
Bethel Baptist, in Twin 

City. It was then that he 
shared with the whole 
group the video that 
was recorded during his 
time in France. He asked 
Mr. WD, Mr. Davis’s 
son in-law, to step for-
ward. At that moment, 
time paused. Holding 
out his weathered hand, 
Steve presented the 93 
year old patriarch with 
the two flags that had 
been fixed at Davis’s 
grave as well as a small 

bag of sand taken from 
Omaha Beach. Amongst 
the folks, were Mr. Da-
vis’s grandchildren, 
great grandchildren, 
and great, great grand-
children, quite a legacy 
left behind that this un-
known hero never had 
the chance to see. For 
those of us not afforded 
the opportunity to know 
him, it was quite an 
emotional and powerful 
experience.

Fast forward to March 
of 2024, a coworker of 
mine by the name of 
Christian Novak was 
preparing to take a trip 
overseas as part of his 
Master’s in Military His-
tory curriculum through 
The Citadel Graduate 
College. He would be 
going to the very cem-
etery Mr. Brownlee had 
just visited and report-
ed back to the Johnsons 
about. Before his de-
parture, Novak asked if 
there was anything that 
he could take on behalf 
of the family before he 
visited. Without hesita-
tion, I sent with him a 
most priceless gift un-
beknownst to my hus-
band’s family. In that 
quaint, quiet, and most 
revered, countryside 
burial ground, a little 
piece of rural Georgia 
was delivered with all 
intentions of it remain-
ing there. Settled in a 
picture frame is a col-
lage made precisely for 
Private Ernest Davis. 
Amongst the collection 
is a picture of his daugh-
ter, Marjorie Johnson, 
taken from the last fam-
ily portraits that were 
made back in the fall of 
2019. In it, she revels in a 
smile of old age that un-
fortunately time didn’t 
give to Davis. There is 
also a snapshot of her 
with husband WD along 
with Davis’s four, adult 
grandchildren well over 
the age that he was when 
he passed; Rosemary 
Hall and spouse Jerry 
of Dublin, Ann Walden 
and husband Andy of 
Twin City, Boyd Johnson 
and wife Sonya of Twin 
City, and Cathy Howell 
of Portal. There is also 
an individual shot of my 
husband, Aaron Davis 

Walden, the only great 
grandchild who bears 
this valiant soldier’s 
name. At the very bot-
tom is a collective pic-
ture of his 9 great grand-
children and 22 great, 
great grandchildren. As 
wonderfully precious 
as this whole, full cir-
cle adventure has been, 
there’s also a twinge of 
bittersweetness. Grand-
ma passed away in the 
summer of 2022 and was 
unable to see this come 
to fruition. If there’s one 
person that we would’ve 
liked to witness every 
bit of this remarkable 
tale, it would’ve been 
her. Because of our 
faith, we know that she 
has witnessed it all. Af-
ter meeting Jesus, we 
feel sure her daddy 
was probably at the top 
of her list of those she 
couldn’t wait to recon-
nect with. Mr. Davis has 
not only reunited with 
his daughter, but he’s 
met his grandson in-law, 
Wayne Howell and two, 
beautiful great, great 
granddaughters, Annie 
and Ada Grace Walden.

Many times there are 
stories that take so many 
twists and turns in this 
thing called life. While 
they don’t make sense 
in the beginning or the 
middle, sometimes it’s 
not until the end that 
we see a bigger picture 
unfolding. This picture 
becomes intertwined 
with the stories of oth-
ers, therefore making 
the journey to our final 
destination all the more 
beautiful along the way. 
On this D-Day and every 
one after it that follows, 
the Johnson family now 
has a peace that sur-
passes all understand-
ing seeing our unknown 
hero come to life in a 
way that we could’ve 
never imagined. May all 
of those who lost their 
lives on that day never 
be forgotten, and may 
their legacy of love and 
sacrifice live on forever. 
We plan on Private Er-
nest Davis doing so as 
long as there is sand on 
Omaha Beach and the 
green grass grows on 
that sacred Normandy 
ground.
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PRIVATE DAVIS

MR. WD JOHNSON WITH THE FLAG

A Hero Unknown...
(From front page)
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Hattaway speaks to the Veterans
The Veterans at the Li-

brary held their weekly 
meeting at the Franklin 
Memorial Library, Mon-
day, June 3, 2024, at 9:15 
a.m. With Chair John Ta-
pley presiding, 47 were 
in attendance.  Breakfast 
was served to the veter-
ans by the UDC, Betsy 
Johnson (breakfast cas-
serole), Joyce Fennell 
(grits and several fruits) 
and Jane Durden (blue-
berry muffins), along 
with cranberry juice, 
grape juice, orange juice 
and coffee. Chair Johnny 
introduced the speaker, 
Fellowship of Christian 
Athletes (FCA) Team 
Leader Scotty Hatt-
away. Hattaway talked 
about what he hoped 
would happen in Eman-
uel County with the Vi-
sion: 200 -- 24K FCA.  
Anyone that would 
like to join this team 
can call 912-977-6131 

or e-mail:  scottyhatt-
away@fca.org.  After his 
presentation, Hattaway 
took a great number of 
questions that the vet-
erans asked him. Chair 
Tapley then talked about 
the great success of the 
1st Annual Veterans 
Cup Golf Tournament 
and their plans for next 
year’s event.  He then 
discussed the Veterans 
and 1st Responders Me-

morial Park clean-up 
day that was held on 
Saturday morning, May 
25th. He also talked 
about Veterans Appre-
ciation Day on Memori-
al Day, May 27 starting 
with a breakfast at the 
Emanuel County Med-
ical Center at 9 a.m. fol-
lowed by a ceremony at 
the Veterans and 1st Re-
sponders Memorial Park 
at 11 a.m.

FCA TEAM LEADER SCOTTY HATTAWAY

Smith home named ‘Yard of the Month’
The Seedling Garden 

Club proudly announces 
that the June, 2024 Yard 
of the Month is the home 
of Terri & Dessie Smith. 
The Smith home is lo-
cated at 207 N Racetrack 
Street, Swainsboro. The 
Smiths enjoy working in 
their yard, and especial-
ly in the spring, to help 
Emanuel County stay 
beautiful.  Nominations 
for Yard of the Month 
are welcomed for each 
month. The Seedling 
Garden Club wants to 
honor homeowners and 
organizations that per-
sonally work so diligent-
ly with pride and love 
to maintain their yards.  
Please call in your nom-
inations to 478-494-6754 
or 478-494-2752. THE SMITHS



by VANESSA DEV-
ANE

The Xi Delta Psi 
Chapter of Beta Sigma 
Phi, in keeping with 
what is now a 17-year 
tradition, made its an-
nual donation to The 
Franklin Memorial Li-
brary on May 29, 2024. 
The yearly service proj-
ect honors club mem-
bers that have become 
grandmothers during 
the 2023/2024 Beta 
Sigma Phi year which 
spans from August to 
the following May each 
year. Not only does this 
honor the new grand-
mother but it is also the 
club’s way of assisting 
the library by donating 
for the express purpose 
of purchasing chil-
dren’s books. This has 
become one of the most 
enjoyable service proj-
ects of the Xi Delta Psi 
Chapter of Beta Sigma 
Phi.

In the current time 
we find ourselves in 
a world consumed in 
technology. The sis-
ters of the Beta Sigma 
Phi sorority feel very 
strongly that the lack 
of personal touch and 
communication is still 
very important and 
should be practiced 
more frequently. There 
is, in most cases, a spe-
cial bond between a 
child and a grandpar-
ent. How could that 
better be shown than 
by the simple act of a 
child and grandpar-
ents sitting together 
and enjoying the good 
old-fashioned art of 
reading a book togeth-
er? Not only is it a time 
of togetherness, but it 

is also fun and, in some 
cases, educational as 
well.

In the past years there 
have been as many as 
eight or as few as one 
new grandchild/chil-
dren born into the sis-
terhood each year. This 
year there was only 
one new addition to 
our “Beta Sigma Phi” 
family. Kim Hooks was 
honored by her first 
grandchild, Lucille Ev-
ans Hooks.

The sorority looks 
forward to continuing 
this tradition in the 
future. The library, its 
staff and volunteers are 
a vital part of our small 
but growing communi-
ty. Being able to help in 

any way, especially in a 
way that involves chil-
dren, is a privilege that 
the organization takes 
both pride and plea-
sure in.

The members of Beta 
Sigma Phi cannot fully 
express their gratitude 

to the library staff and 
volunteers for all that 
they do. They provide 
so many things for our 
community that many 
folks are not even 
aware of. Everyone 
should keep an eye on 
the The Forest-Blade or 

The Franklin Memorial 
Library Facebook page 
for upcoming events 
for both children and 
adults. Our community 
is fortunate to have a li-
brary that is up to date, 
well equipped and still 
a community-oriented 

facility for our use. The 
sisters of Beta Sigma 
Phi urge you to “check 
it out” and enjoy what 
The Franklin Memori-
al Library has to offer. 
You’ll be surprised at 
the vast array of things 
they offer.

The Blade
Swainsboro, GA • June 5, 2024 • www.EmanuelCountyLive.com

In Grandmother’s lap with a good book
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Sheriff’s Reports
According to the Emanuel 

County Sheriff’s Office…
May 29
Deputies responded to 

Tiger Trail in reference to 
a domestic. Complainant 
stated he had two objects 
thrown at his head while 
arguing with a fami-
ly member over how 
much food was cooked 
for lunch. C/p stated his 
cousin/victim cooked 
all of the chicken nug-
gets in the house and he 
asked why there wasn’t 
enough food cooked so 
he could eat and that’s 
when the argument start-
ed. Deputies then spoke 
with the cousin who stat-
ed she had out of town 
family come see her and 
she cooked chicken nug-
gets for all the children 
and when c/p walked in 
he asked where his chick-
en nuggets were and why 
nobody cooked for him. 
At this time, it was said 
c/p became belligerent 
and irate, cussing and 
yelling in front of small 
children. Victim stated 
she did throw something 
at c/p but missed and 
knocked something down 
tussling with c/p.

May 30
Report was made in 

reference to a domestic 

that was called in and dis-
patched through ECDC. 
Deputy made contact 
with complainant via 
work phone and c/p 
stated offender had been 
asked to leave his resi-
dence several times and 
refused to return the 
house keys. Deputy could 
hear the female sounded 
angry and agitated and 
would ask who c/p was 
talking to and moments 
later, heard what sound-
ed like glass being shat-
tered, at which point c/p 
advised offender busted 
the glass door window. 
Deputy advised c/p that 
deputies were enroute to 
the location on Gardenia 
Rd. C/p stated upon 
telling offender deputies 
were on the way, she told 
him that she would tell 
deputies c/p hit her. C/p 
also advised he had an 
audio recording of the 
aforementioned state-
ment and other threats 
made by offender. Upon 
arrival, contact was made 
with both parties during 
which time when asked 
about the broken window 
and the keys to the house, 
offender stated she lost 
the keys and had offered 
to pay for the damage 
to the door to which she 

stated c/p refused pay-
ment. C/p advised he 
only wanted offender off 
the property and would 
later seek further reme-
dies via TPO. 

Victim stated he went 
and recovered a vehicle 
on Cypress Ave. for TD 
Auto Finance and con-
tacted an employee and 
advised he had the vehi-
cle. Employee told victim 
to meet GATA Recovery in 
Stillmore to turn the vehi-
cle over to them and they 
would have him a check 
for the service. Victim 
deposited the check in his 
account and later found 
out that GATA stopped 
payment on the check. 
Victim stated he contact-
ed the employee about 
the check and she stat-
ed she didn’t know why 
because she sent GATA 
Recovery the money.

Deputy responded to 
Ogburn Rd. in reference 
to a theft. Complainant 
advised he had just been 
released from jail and dis-
covered his vehicles were 
missing. C/p advised 
offender’s had access 
to his property and did 
not have permission to 
drive or borrow any of 
his vehicle. C/p discov-
ered a week prior that 

offenders were driving 
his GMC truck and had 
gotten pulled over and 
were arrested and the 
vehicle was impounded 
but later released back to 
offenders. C/p stated he 
had a box truck that was 
left on his property and 
now it was missing. C/p 
stated offender told him 
a male subject was try-
ing to scrap the box truck 
and it was on the side of 
the road somewhere on 
Hwy. 1. C/p also stated 
that during the conver-
sation with offender, she 
stated the male subject 
asked her to help him 
scratch the VIN off the 
motorcycles so he could 
get rid of them. C/p then 
advised the male sub-
ject was seen driving his 
truck and it was parked 
at his old residence on N. 
Main St. Deputies went 
to the location and made 
contact with a female 
subject and asked for the 
owner of the vehicle. The 
female subject advised 
it belonged to her boy-
friend, the male subject 
who took c/p’s truck, and 
went inside to get him. 
A few minutes later, the 
male subject went out-
side and was detained 
for further investigation. 

Investigators arrived on 
scene and upon further 
investigation, they dis-
covered the box truck 
and motorcycles were 
not on the property and 
a Jeep that belonged to 
c/p was also missing. 
Investigators called SPD 
CID to the scene and it 
was turned over to them.

Deputies respond-
ed to Keith Screws Rd. 
in reference to a vehicle 
driving through home-
owner’s yard. Deputy 
observed where a vehi-
cle appeared to have 
misjudged a curve and 
crossed a ditch entering 
a yard then back across 
the ditch onto the road. 
Vehicle wasn’t located at 
the residence so deputies 
rode the area in attempt 
to locate it and observed 
a vehicle at the trash can 
site on Cowford Bridge 
Rd. appx. a mile away 
from the incident loca-
tion. Deputy observed 
the passenger side tire 
to be flat and made 
contact with the driver 
who identified himself. 
Offender stated he struck 
a pothole that caused 
the flat tire. Deputy then 
observed the front fend-
er had fresh grass in the 
frame area consistent 

with marks found in the 
yard on Keith Screws Rd. 
K9 Joules did an open 
air sniff and he showed 
a change of behavior on 
the driver’s side door and 
gave a positive alert by 
sitting. Deputy searched 
the vehicle and found two 
glass pipes used for smok-
ing meth and two catalyt-
ic converters in the bed of 
the vehicle that appeared 
to have been recently cut. 
Offender was transported 
to EmCo Jail.

May 31
Complainant stated 

while on Longview Rd. at 
a friend’s house feeding 
his dogs, and left his vehi-
cle running and heard 
someone say “Get it” and 
he turned around and a 
male subject was driving 
off with his truck. C/p 
stated he gave chase and 
the male subject jumped 
out of the vehicle and fled 
on foot while the truck 
was rolling down the side 
of the road and struck a 
light pole.

Deputy came upon an 
abandoned vehicle in the 
middle of JM Spearman 
Rd. He patrolled the area 
trying to find the owner 
and was unable to, so he 
called 911 to dispatch a 
wrecker.

Jail Report
The following persons have 

been booked into Emanuel 
County Jail, according to 
Emanuel County Sheriff 
Jeffrey Brewer, on warrants 
obtained by one of several 
local law enforcement agen-
cies, designated by each 
name: Drug Task Force 
(DTF); Georgia Bureau of 
Investigation (GBI); Georgia 
Department of Pardons and 
Parole (GAPP); Georgia 
State Patrol (GSP); Emanuel 
County Sheriff’s Office 
(ECSO); Swainsboro Police 
Dept. (SPD); Stillmore 
Police Dept. (SMPD); Twin 
City Police Department 
(TCPD); Garfield Police 
Dept. (GPD); Adrian Police 
Dept. (APD); Child Support 
Recovery Unit (CSRU); 
Intensive Probation Service 
(IPS); Probation Office 
(PROB); or East Georgia 
State College (EGSC).

The following persons have 
been booked into Emanuel 
County Jail, according to 
Emanuel County Sheriff 
Jeffrey Brewer, on warrants 
obtained by one of several 
local law enforcement agen-
cies, designated by each 
name: Drug Task Force 
(DTF); Georgia Bureau of 
Investigation (GBI); Georgia 
Department of Pardons and 
Parole (GAPP); Georgia 
State Patrol (GSP); Emanuel 
County Sheriff’s Office 
(ECSO); Swainsboro Police 
Dept. (SPD); Stillmore 
Police Dept. (SMPD); Twin 
City Police Department 
(TCPD); Garfield Police 
Dept. (GPD); Adrian Police 
Dept. (APD); Child Support 
Recovery Unit (CSRU); 
Intensive Probation Service 
(IPS); Probation Office 
(PROB); or East Georgia 
State College (EGSC).

Joshua Ryan Anderson, 
32, arrested 5/22/24; 
Cruelty to children – 2nd 
degree/Battery; ECSO

Nathan Kirk Badie, 
50, arrested 5/20/24; 
Probation violation – fel-
ony; ECSO

Jason Rufus Baggett, 
51, arrested 5/27/24; 
Possession of meth/
Possession and use of 
drug related objects/DUI 
less safe/Failure to main-
tain lane/Open container; 
GSP

Emanuel Xavier Bell, 36, 
arrested 5/21/24; Theft by 
taking; TCPD

Bobby Lee Bostic, 41, 
arrested 5/23/24; Court 
production order; ECSO

Johnathan Lynn Bowen, 
38, arrested 5/31/24; 
Possession of meth/
Possession and use of drug 

related objects; ECSO
Andi Isaac Breedlove, 

37, arrested 5/22/24; DUI 
less safe/Possess marijua-
na less than oz/Open con-
tainer/Possession and use 
of drug related objects/
Driving while license 
suspended/revoked/
Criminal damage to prop-
erty – 2nd degree; SPD

Jonathan Antonio 
Brown, 35, arrested 
5/24/24; Speeding/
Seatbelt violation/Driving 
while license suspended/
revoked; TCPD

Dominique Perez Butler, 
32, arrested 5/28/24; 
Court production order; 
ECSO

Kenneth Carswell, 
38, arrested 5/23/24; 
Probation violation – fel-
ony; ECSO

Joey Lamar Cobb, 
37, arrested 5/29/24; 
Possession of meth;/
Serious injury by vehicle 
(x2)/Possession and use 
of drug related objects; 
WALK-IN

Daron Stephon 
Coleman, 19, arrested 
5/26/24; Driving while 
unlicensed; ECSO

Frederick Lamar 
Coleman, 40, arrested 
5/28/24; Court produc-
tion order; ECSO

William Gauge 
Coleman, 19, arrested 
5/26/24; Possession of 
schedule II controlled sub-
stance; ECSO

Joseph Wright 
Copeland, 39, arrested 
5/26/24; Driving while 
license suspended/
revoked/Failure to main-
tain lane; TCPD

Joseph Wright 
Copeland, 39, arrested 
5/27/24; Disorderly con-
duct; ECSO

Bryson Phillip Davis, 
26, arrested 6/1/24; 
S p e e d i n g / H o l d i n g /
supporting wireless tele-
communications device/
Failure to maintain lane/
DUI; GSP

James Stuart Davis, 
45, arrested 5/30/24; 
Sentenced to PDC; ECSO

Jami Janae Davis, 
21, arrested 5/24/24; 
Probation violation; ECSO

Victoria Hope Digiorgio, 
32, arrested 6/1/24; Theft 
by taking – felony; SPD

Steven Brooks Doyle, 
33, arrested 5/20/24; 
Probation violation – fel-
ony; ECSO

Darren Durden, 
58, arrested 5/23/24; 
Pandering; SPD

Legarion Gavonta 
Earley, 20, arrested 

6/2/24; Obstruction of 
law enforcement officer/
Loitering or prowling; 
SPD

Dustin Lewis Edenfield, 
40, arrested 5/23/24; 
Obstruction of  law 
enforcement officers/
Sexual offender reg-
ist/provide false info/
Probation violation – fel-
ony; ECSO

Melvin Frazsier, 
60, arrested 6/3/24; 
Disorderly conduct/
Public drunk; SPD

Danvonta Marquie 
Green, 24, arrested 
5/26/24; Aggravated 
assault (x2)/Theft by 
receiving stolen property 
– felony (x2)/Possession 
of firearm or knife during 
commission of or attempt 
to commit certain felonies; 
SPD

Cassandra Monique 
Guyton, 42, arrested 
5/23/24; Probation revo-
cation; SPD

Jonmavrin Debrion 
Haggins, 26, arrested 
5/25/24; Disorderly con-
duct; SPD

Jonmavrin Debrion 
Haggins, 26, arrested 
5/31/24; Theft by shop-
lifting; SPD

Teddy Dimethius 
Hardaway, 29, arrested 
5/23/24; Court produc-
tion order; ECSO

Melvin Tyrone Harden, 
25, arrested 5/26/24; Hold 
for Statesboro; ECSO

Jamal Brashad 
Hawkins, 22, arrested 
6/3/24; Obstruction of 
law enforcement officer/
Loitering or prowling; 
SPD

Richard Charleston 
Howard, 36, arrested 
5/20/24; Probation viola-
tion – felony; ECSO

Desi Lee Hyman 
Jackson, 38, arrested 
5/23/24; ECSO

Stanley Ma-Shawn 
Jenkins, 30, arrested 
5/28/24; Court produc-
tion order; ECSO

Keanu Shaun Jennings, 
31, arrested 6/1/24; Hold 
for Harris Co.; GSP

Justin Demond Johnson, 
26, arrested 5/23/24; 
Court production order; 
ECSO

Lyndon Bernard 
Johnson, 44, arrested 
5/21/24; Bench warrant – 
felony; ECSO

Octavious Tuvache 
Jones, 27, arrested 
5/29/24; Bond revocation; 
ECSO

Gregory Bernard Kemp, 
57, arrested 5/28/24; 
Probation violation; SPD

Jarris Tirrell Kennedy, 
32, arrested 5/21/24; 
Parole violation; ECSO

Josephine Kirkland, 
55, arrested 5/31/24; 
Possession of schedule 
II controlled substance/
Possession and use of 
drug related objects; SPD

Derrick V. Knight, 
33, arrested 5/22/24; 
Murder/Possession of 
firearm by convicted 
felon/Possession of fire-
arm or knife during com-
mission of or attempt to 
commit certain felonies; 
Laurens Co. SO

Joe Nathan Knight, 30, 
arrested 5/31/24; Battery/
Driving while license sus-
pended/revoked; SPD

William Grady Madray, 
50, arrested 5/28/24; 
Theft by shoplifting; SPD

Juleo Pavero Marqez, 50, 
arrested 5/25/24; Driving 
while unlicensed; ECSO

Alesia Vantalice 
Marshall, 34, arrested 
5/22/24; Court produc-
tion order; ECSO

Katie Marie Martin, 45, 
arrested 5/27/24; Use in 
manufacture/distribu-
tion/of controlled sub-
stance, registration NBR 
fictitious/revoked/susp/
Interference with govern-
ment property/Disorderly 
conduct/Possession and 
use of drug related objects; 
ECSO

Katie Marie Martin, 
45, arrested 5/27/24; 
Interference with govern-
ment property/Disorderly 
conduct/Possession and 
use of drug related objects; 
ECSO

Anthony Antonio 
McKinney, 46, arrested 
5/24/24; Bench warrant 
– felony/Probation viola-
tion/Driving while unli-
censed; TCPD

Paradisha Jalexis 
McLloyd, 28, arrested 
5/27/24; DUI less safe/
Move over law/DUI – 
child endangerment; GSP

Q u e n t a v i o u s 
Vanterayall Mercer, 
23, arrested 5/26/24; 
Aggravated assault (x2)/
Possession of firearm or 
knife during commission 
of or attempt to commit 
certain felonies; SPD

Paradisha Jalexis 
McLloyd, 28, arrested 
5/27/24; DUI less safe/
Move over law/DUI – 
child endangerment; GSP

Mark Aaron Moore, 30, 
arrested 5/23/24; Court 
production order; ECSO

Cameron Vinson Miller, 
17, arrested 6/1/24; Theft 
by shoplifting; SPD

Jaime Morales Sanchez, 
49, arrested 5/21/24; 
Driving while unli-
censed/Speeding; TCPD

Everette Warren Muth, 
59, arrested 6/2/24; Theft 
by shoplifting; SPD

Pepper Forest Parker, 
30, arrested 5/23/24; 
Hold for SC DOC; SPD

Ellis Samuel Patterson, 
61, arrested 5/21/24; 
Hold for Evans Co.; ECSO

Willie Clark Parrish, 63, 
arrested 5/31/24; DUI 
less safe/Op[en contain-
er/Speeding; GSP

Maurice Dwayne 
Pullens, 36, arrested 
5/24/24; Probation viola-
tion – felony; ECSO

Joel Rackins, 36, arrest-
ed 5/25/24; Fleeing or 
attempt to elude police; 
ECSO

Adrian Ramos, 35, 
arrested 5/25/24; Driving 
while unlicensed; ECSO

Anthony Deshawn 
Randall, 21, arrested 
5/23/24; City probation 
violation; SPD

Ryan Taylor Reeves, 31, 
arrested 5/23/24; Court 
production order; ECSO

Roberto Resendiz-
Venegas, 40, arrested 
5/25/24; DUI less safe/
Speeding/Open contain-
er/Driving while unli-
censed; GSP

Margo Sentrelle Phillips, 
39, arrested 6/2/24; 
Driving while license sus-
pended/revoked; ECSO

Robert Lee Ricks, 
56, arrested 5/31/24; 
Possession of schedule 
II controlled substance/
Possession and use of 
drug related objects; SPD

Lewis Robert Roberson, 
77, arrested 5/28/24; DUI 
less safe/Open container/
Tail lights/lens required; 
SPD

Isaac Ruez Sanchez, 28, 
arrested 5/25/24; Driving 
while unlicensed; ECSO

Joseph Seth Schrader, 
45, arrested 5/22/24; 
Probation; ECSO

Tony Deshawn Scott, 53, 
arrested 6/2/24; Public 
drunk; SPD

Thomas Benjamin Self, 
38, arrested 5/30/24; 
Theft by taking – felony 
(x3)/Probation violation – 
felony; SPD

Greg Singleton, 33, 
arrested 5/23/24; DUI less 
safe/No tag/Operating 
low speed vehicles on 
highways; GSP

Kentaria Kason Smith, 
31, arrested 5/25/24; 
Burglary; SPD

Gerry Bernard 
Strowbridge, 28, arrest-

ed 5/23/24; DUI less 
safe/Open container/
Windshield/window/
wiper requirements; GSP

Kyle Blake Thompson, 
21, arrested 5/30/24; 
Possession and use of drug 
related objects; ECSO

Jennifer Lee Tran, 27, 
arrested 5/27/24; DUI 
less safe/Open container/
Speeding; GSP

Laquondra Kentrel 
Wadley, 38, arrested 
5/24/24; Possession of 
schedule I controlled sub-
stance; ECSO

Narico Tashawn Wadley, 
31, arrested 5/23/24; 
Court production order; 
ECSO

Darien Gilbert Jirell 
Watson, 33, arrested 
5/24/24; Seatbelt viola-
tion/Driving while license 
s u s p e n d e d / re v o k e d ; 
ECSO

Gerald Eugene White, 
58, arrested 5/20/24; No 
insurance/Possession 
of schedule I controlled 
substance/Possession 
and use of drug related 
objects; SPD

Andrew Clay Whitmore, 
30, arrested 5/21/24; 
Probation violation – fel-
ony; ECSO

Kenn Barry Wilds, 
42, arrested 5/30/24; 
Unlawful conduct during 
a 911 call; ECSO

Angel Nicole Wilkerson, 
24, arrested 5/25/24; 
Aggravated stalking; 
ECSO

Byron Sidney Williams, 
28, arrested 5/25/24; DUI 
less safe/Failure to obey 
traffic control device/
Driving while license 
suspended/revoked/
Leaving scene of accident 
(x2)/Open container/
Seatbelt violation; SPD

Matthew Allen 
Williams, 41, arrested 
6/1/24; Public drunk; 
ECSO

Priscilla Lee Williams, 
39, arrested 5/25/24; 
Warrant served; ECSO

Cornelius Jyree Woods, 
21, arrested 5/30/24; 
Disorderly conduct; SPD

Reginald Woods, 
36, arrested 5/23/24; 
Possession with intent of 
schedule I or II controlled 
substance/Probation war-
rant; SPD

Manolo Rene Martin 
Zacarias, 39, arrested 
5/22/24; DUI less safe/
Possession of cocaine/
Possession and use of 
drug related objects/
Driving while unlicensed; 
SPD



Officers with the 
Swainsboro Police 
Department (SPD) 
reported…

May 24
Officer was dis-

patched to KT’s Place 
in reference to a female 
violating a restrain-
ing order. The victim 
stated that his ex-girl-
friend, who he has 
an active restringing 
order against, had been 
harassing him and fol-
lowed him to the gas 
station. Videos from 
the victim and the store 
were provided. A war-
rant was taken out on 
the offender for aggra-
vated stalking. 

May 25
Officer was dis-

patched to Carver 
Street in regard to a 
burglary that had just 

taken place. C/p stated 
that the offender broke 
into her son’s house 
and stole two outfits 
and a pair of shoes that 
were newly purchased. 
Offender was at the 
location and was arrest-
ed for burglary. 

Officer responded to 
a hit & run.

Officer was dis-
patched to North 
Anderson Street in ref-
erence to the residence 
being disorderly. C/p 
stated that she was the 
house supervisor, and 
that the offender left 
the facility without per-
mission and returned 
drunk. She advised that 
he was trying to fight 
with other residents. 
During this conversa-
tion, officer began to 
hear commotion and 
witnessed the offend-
er charge at the victim. 
Offender was arrested 
for disorderly conduct. 

May 26
Officer was dis-

patched to Gumlog 
Road in reference to a 
domestic in progress. 
Upon arrival, officers 
were investigating 
when they heard shots 
fired and immediate-
ly reported to the area 
where the shots contin-
ued. When the gunman 
saw police, he began 
running. Offenders 
were later found and 
detained.  

Officers were dis-
patched to the Budget 
Inn in reference to the 
offenders knocking on 
the victim’s door want-
ing to fight. C/p stated 
that this had been going 

on for several days, 
and the offender was 
with her ex-boyfriend, 
and they had words. 
Offenders stated that 
they had not knocked 
on the door. 

May 27
Officers were dis-

patched to Prosperity 
Drive in reference to 
an unwanted subject 
harassing the c/p. C/p 
stated that her son 
came over earlier in the 
day and began drink-
ing and then became 
highly aggressive and 
swearing at his mother. 
When he learned law 
enforcement was on the 
way, he left. 

Officers were dis-
patched to South Main 
Street in reference to a 
damaged vehicle. C/p 
stated that she was 
inside work and her 
vehicle was damaged. 

May 28
Officers received 

a call from Enmarket 
referring to some-
one stealing from the 
store. C/p stated that 
the offender filled his 
drink up, took it to the 
counter, went to use the 
restroom, and returned 
and took the cup with-
out paying for it. Video 
footage was provided, 
and the offender was 
found.

Officer conducted a 
traffic stop and arrest-
ed the offender for DUI 
and an open container 
violation along with no 
taillights. 

May 29
Officer conducted a 

traffic stop for a vehi-
cle with no tag. After 

approaching the vehi-
cle, a small child was 
seen sitting in the pas-
senger’s lap. A citation 
was written for child 
safety restraint and 
window tint violation. 

Officer was dis-
patched to West Main 
Street in reference to 
a call about a hand-
gun being found that 
did not belong to the 
c/p. She stated that she 
found a handgun in a 
sock in her vehicle, and 
that she had been in 
a wreck and the gun 
could belong to the 
other vehicle’s driver. 

Officer responded to 
South Main Street in 
reference to a shoplift-
ing where the offend-
er was still inside the 
store. The offender was 
arrested. 

May 30
Officer was dis-

patched to a call about 
the business wanting 
to trespass an individ-
ual. C/p stated that she 
had a customer who 
was rude after his card 
declined several times 
and when exiting the 
restaurant, he pushed 
the door so hard it came 
off the tracks. 

The victim stated that 
he had gotten out of jail 
30 minutes prior to his 
call and while he was 
in 5 of his vehicles were 
stolen. The offender 
was found and arrest-
ed.

Officers were dis-
patched to a fight. When 
entering the residence, 
officers observed two 
parties still in a tussle. 
Offender was arrested.
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Legals
STATE OF GEORGIA COUNTY OF 
EMANUEL
IN RE: ESTATE OF RAY MOYE 
HUTCHESON, DECEASED.
All creditors of the estate of Ray 
Moye Hutcheson, deceased, late 
of Emanuel County, are hereby 
notified to render their demands to 
Richard M. McNeely, attorney for 
Shelby J. Hutcheson, Executor of 
the Ray Moye Hutcheson Estate, 
at P.O. Box 767, Swainsboro, 
Georgia 30401, according to law, 
and all persons indebted to said 
estate are required to make imme-
diate payment of any indebted-
ness due the estate. 
This 6th day of May, 2024.
RICHARD M. MCNEELY,
Attorney for Shelby J. Hutcheson
Executor of the Ray Moye 
Hutcheson Estate
Richard M. McNeely, P.C.
P. O. Box 767
Swainsboro, Georgia 30401
(478) 237-4225
|
NOTICE TO DEBTORS AND 
CREDITORS GEORGIA, EMANUEL 
COUNTY
All creditors of the estate of Tom 
Parrish, decedent, late of Emanuel 
County, are hereby notified to render 
in their demands to Jerry N. Cadle, 
P.C., P.O. Box 68, Swainsboro, GA 
30401 according to law, and all per-
sons indebted to said estate are 
required to make immediate pay-
ment.
This 7th day of May, 2024.
Martha s. Parrish, Administrator of 
the Estate of Tom Parrish, decedent
Jerry N. Cadle, P.C.
P.O. Box 68
Swainsboro, GA 30401
|
STATE OF GEORGIA COUNTY OF 
EMANUEL
IN RE: ESTATE OF RAYMOND S. 
MORRIS, JR., DECEASED.
All creditors of the estate of 
Raymond S. Morris, Jr., deceased, 
late of Emanuel County, are here-
by notified to render their demands 
to Richard M. McNeely, attor-
ney for Susan Blair, a/k/a Susan 
Morris, Executor of the Raymond 
S. Morris, Jr., Estate, at P. O. Box 
767, Swainsboro, Georgia 30401, 
according to law, and all persons 
indebted to said estate are required 
to make immediate payment of any 
indebtedness due the estate.
This 10th day of May, 2024.
RICHARD M. MCNEELY,
Attorney for Susan Blair, a/k/a Susan 
Morris
Executor of the Raymond S. Morris, 
Jr., Estate
Richard M. McNeely, P.C.
P. O. Box 767
Swainsboro, Georgia 30401
(478) 237-4225
|
NOTICE TO DEBTORS AND 
CREDITORS GEORGIA, EMANUEL 
COUNTY
All creditors of the estate of Donnie 
Elmer Price, decedent, late of 
Emanuel County, are hereby noti-
fied to render in their demands to 
Jerry N. Cadle, P.C., P.O. Box 68, 
Swainsboro, GA 30401 according to 
law, and all persons indebted to said 
estate are required to make immedi-
ate payment.
This 14th day of May, 2024.
Lynn Gail Price, Administratrix of the 
Estate of      
Donnie Elmer Price, decedent
Jerry N. Cadle, P.C.
P.O. Box 68
Swainsboro, GA 30401
|
IN THE SUPERIOR COURT OF 
EMANUEL COUNTY STATE OF 
GEORGIA
In Re:    Civil Action File No. 24CV120
NOTICE OF PETITION TO 
CHANGE NAME
GEORIGA, Emanuel County
Notice is hereby given that Daniella 
Delgado, the undersigned, filed a 
petition to the Superior Court of 
Emanuel County, Georgia on the 
15th day of May, 2024, praying for 
a change in the name of petitioner 
from Daniella Delgado to Daniella 
Cartaya. Notice is hereby given pur-
suant to law to any interested or 
affected party to appear in said Court 
and to file objections to such name 
change. Objections must be filed 
with said Court within 30 days of the 
filing of said petition.
|
IN THE JUVENILE COURT OF 
EMANUEL COUNTY STATE OF 
GEORGIA 
IN THE INTEREST OF:
D.P.  SEX: M        
DOB: 10/29/2023        CASE#
Minor Child Under the Age of 18.

NOTICE OF SUMMONS
TO: JORDAN LEE PIERONI, 
GALEN STERLING, and Any 
Unknown biological father of 
the above-named child born 
to JORDAN LEE PIERONI at 
FAIRVIEW PARK HOSPITAL in 
Dublin, Georgia,
You are hereby notified that the 
above-styled action has been brought 
by the Emanuel County Department 
of Family and Children Services, and 
the Georgia Department of Human 
Services, seeking to terminate your 
parental rights with regard to the 
above referenced child; that said 
action has been filed in the Juvenile 
Court of Emanuel County, Georgia; 
and that by reason of an Order for 
Service of Summons by Publication 
dated____________________, you 
are hereby notified that you may 
obtain a copy of the petition from 
the Clerk of the Juvenile Court of 
Emanuel County, Georgia and may 
file with the Clerk of said Court 
and serve upon Marnique Oliver, 
Petitioner’s Attorney, whose mail-
ing address is P.O. Box 308, 115 
S. Racetrack Street, Swainsboro, 
Georgia, 30401, an answer to the 
petition at any time prior to the Final 
Hearing.  
You are hereby commanded and 
required to appear before this court 
on the ____ day of                        , 
2024 at the EMANUEL County 
Courthouse in SWAINSBORO, 
Georgia at 10:00 a.m., for a FINAL 
HEARING and show cause, if any 
you have, why the relief requested 
in the petition should not be granted. 
You are hereby commanded and 
required to appear before this Court 
at said final hearing or the find-
ings of the Court will be made the 
permanent order of this Court in 
the above case. You must attend 
the final hearing in order to pre-
serve your rights. At the final hearing 
you will be given an opportunity to 
show cause, if any you have, why 
the relief requested in the petition 
should not be granted. Prior to the 
Final Hearing a Provisional Hearing 
on the petition will be held before 
the Court on                                     at 
10:00 a.m. in the Juvenile Courtroom 
at the EMANUEL County Courthouse, 
SWAINSBORO, Georgia. 
The parties notified hereby are enti-
tled to legal counsel in the pro-
ceedings, and the Court will appoint 
legal counsel if any party should be 
unable, without undue hardship, to 
employ counsel.  
You are further notified that you will 
lose all rights to the children and will 
not be entitled to object to the termi-
nation of your rights to the children 
unless, within thirty days of receipt 
of this notice, you file:
(a)A petition to legitimate the child 
pursuant to O.C.G.A. § 19-7-22; and 
(b)Notice of the filing of the peti-
tion to legitimate with the Emanuel 
County Juvenile Court. 
The Findings of Fact and Order of 
Disposition made at the Provisional 
Hearing will become final at the Final 
Hearing unless the party served by 
publication appears at the Final 
Hearing.  If the party served by 
publication fails to appear at the 
Final Hearing on the petition, the 
Findings of Fact and Interlocutory 
Orders made will become final with-
out further evidence and will be gov-
erned by the Juvenile Court Code 
as if made at the Final Hearing.  
If the party served by publication 
appears at the Final Hearing, the 
Interlocutory findings and Orders 
shall be vacated and disregarded, 
and the hearing shall proceed upon 
the allegations of the motion.
The parties notified hereby are enti-
tled to legal counsel in the pro-
ceedings, and the Court will appoint 
legal counsel if any party should be 
unable, without undue hardship, to 
employ counsel.
A copy of this petition may be 
obtained at no charge from the 
Office of the Clerk of Court between 
the hours of 9:00 a.m. and 5:00 p.m. 
Monday through Friday.
WITNESS, the Honorable Sherri 
McDonald, Judge of said Juvenile 
Court.
This ________ day of 
___________________, 2024.
Clerk, Emanuel County Juvenile 
Court
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STATE OF GEORGIA COUNTY OF 
EMANUEL
NOTICE OF SALE UNDER POWER
Deed executed by Billy Tant to 
Mortgage Electronic Registration 
Systems, Inc., as Nominee for 
Quicken Loans, Inc. dated April 19, 
2019, and recorded in Deed Book 

479, Page 561, Emanuel County 
Records, said Security Deed having 
been last sold, assigned, transferred 
and conveyed to Rocket Mortgage, 
LLC f/k/a Quicken Loans, LLC f/k/a 
Quicken Loans Inc. securing a Note 
in the original principal amount 
of $99,200.00, the holder thereof 
pursuant to said Deed and Note 
thereby secured has declared the 
entire amount of said indebtedness 
due and payable and, pursuant to 
the power of sale contained in said 
Deed, will on the first Tuesday, July 
2, 2024, during the legal hours of 
sale, before the Courthouse door in 
said County, sell at public outcry to 
the highest bidder for cash, the prop-
erty described in said Deed, to-wit:
All that tract or parcel of land, 
together with the improvements 
thereon, situate, lying and being 
in the 1452nd G.M. District of 
Emanuel County, Georgia, con-
taining 1.333 acres as shown on 
a plat prepared by George William 
Donaldson, Surveyor dated March 
30, 2015, and recorded in Plat 
Book 22, Page 603 of the Records 
of the Clerk of Superior Court of 
Emanuel County, Georgia and by 
reference is incorporated here-
in for a more full, complete and 
accurate description of said prop-
erty. Said property being bound-
ed, as shown on said plat, now 
or formerly, as follows: On the 
North by Nora Elaine Bridge; on 
the East by property of Jonas 
H. and Evalena Meeks; on the 
South by property of Jonas 
Hardee Meeks, Jr.; and on the 
West by Cowford Bridge Road 
a/k/a County Road Number 442. 
NOTE: The Company is prohibited 
from insuring the area or quantity 
of the land. The Company does 
not represent that any acreage 
or footage calculations are cor-
rect. References to quantity are 
for identification purposes only. 
Commonly known as: 908 Cow Ford 
Bridge Rd, Kite, GA 31049-6316 
THE PROPERTY ADDRESS AND 
TAX PARCEL IDENTIFICATION 
NUMBER LISTED ARE PROVIDED 
SOLELY FOR INFORMATIONAL 
PURPOSES
Said property is known as 908 Cow 
Ford Bridge Rd, Kite, GA 31049, 
together with all fixtures and person-
al property attached to and consti-
tuting a part of said property, if any.
Said property will be sold subject to 
any outstanding ad valorem taxes 
(including taxes which are a lien, 
whether or not now due and pay-
able), the right of redemption of any 
taxing authority, any matters which 
might be disclosed by an accu-
rate survey and inspection of the 
property, any assessments, liens, 
encumbrances, zoning ordinances, 
restrictions, covenants, and matters 
of record superior to the Security 
Deed first set out above.
The proceeds of said sale will be 
applied to the payment of said 
indebtedness and all expenses of 
said sale as provided in said Deed, 
and the balance, if any, will be dis-
tributed as provided by law.
The sale will be conducted subject 
(1) to confirmation that the sale 
is not prohibited under the U.S. 
Bankruptcy Code and (2) to final 
confirmation and audit of the status 
of the loan with the secured creditor.
The property is or may be in the 
possession of Billy Tant, successor 
in interest or tenant(s).
Rocket Mortgage, LLC f/k/a 
Quicken Loans, LLC f/k/a Quicken 
Loans Inc. as Attorney-in-Fact for 
Billy Tant
File no. 24-081775
LOGS LEGAL GROUP LLP*
Attorneys and Counselors at Law
211 Perimeter Center 
Parkway, N.E., Suite 130 
Atlanta, GA 30346
(770) 220-2535
https://www.logs.com/ 
*THE LAW FIRM IS ACTING AS 
A DEBT COLLECTOR. ANY 
INFORMATION OBTAINED WILL 
BE USED FOR THAT PURPOSE.
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NOTICE TO DEBTORS AND 
CREDITORS GEORGIA, EMANUEL 
COUNTY
All creditors of the estate of Lynda 
Cowart Talmadge, decedent, late of 
Emanuel County, are hereby noti-
fied to render in their demands to 
Jerry N. Cadle, P.C., P.O. Box 68, 
Swainsboro, GA 30401 according to 
law, and all persons indebted to said 
estate are required to make immedi-
ate payment.
This 21st day of May, 2024.
David Franklin Pierce, Executor of 
the Estate of     

Lynda Cowart Talmadge, decedent
Jerry N. Cadle, P.C.
P.O. Box 68
Swainsboro, GA 30401
|
IN THE PROBATE COURT OF 
EMANUEL COUNTY STATE OF 
GEORGIA
IN RE: ESTATE OF 
DONNIE RAY TANNER, DECEASED
ESTATE NO. 24E0069
PETITION FOR LETTERS OF 
ADMINISTRATION NOTICE
TO: ALL INTERESTED PARITES 
and to whom it may concern:
DONALD TANNER has petitioned 
to be appointed administrator of the 
estate of DONNIE RAY TANNER 
deceased, of said county.  (The 
petitioner has also applied for waiver 
of bond, waiver of reports, waiver 
of statements, and/or grant of cer-
tain powers contained in O.C.G.A. 
§ 53-12-261.)  All interested per-
sons are hereby notified to show 
cause why said petition should not 
be granted.  All objections to the peti-
tion must be in writing, setting forth 
the grounds of any such objections, 
and must be filed with the Court on 
or before JUNE 24, 2024.  
BE NOTIFIED FURTHER: All objec-
tions to the petition must be in writ-
ing, setting forth the grounds of 
any such objections.  All objections 
should be sworn to before a notary 
public or before a probate court 
clerk, and filing fees must be ten-
dered with your objections, unless 
you qualify to file as an indigent 
party.  Contact probate court person-
nel for the required amount of filing 
fees.  If any objections are filed, a 
hearing will be scheduled at a later 
date.  If no objections are filed, the 
petition may be granted without a 
hearing.
DON E. WILKES
Judge of the Probate Court
By: Jeanie Hooks
Clerk of the Probate Court
P. O. Box 70 / 125 South Main Street
Swainsboro, Ga. 30401
Address
(478) 237-7091
Telephone Number
|
IN THE PROBATE COURT OF 
EMANUEL COUNTY STATE OF 
GEORGIA
IN RE: ESTATE OF 
LINDA LEE ROBERTS, DECEASED
ESTATE NO. 24E0070
NOTICE
IN RE: The Petition to Probate Will 
in Solemn Form in the above-refer-
enced estate having been duly filed.
TO: DIANA LYNN ROBERTS
This is to notify you to file objection, 
if there is any, to the petition to pro-
bate will in solemn form, in this Court 
on or before JUNE 24, 2024. 
BE NOTIFIED FURTHER: All objec-
tions to the petition must be in writ-
ing, setting forth the grounds of 
any such objections.  All objections 
should be sworn to before a notary 
public or before a probate court 
clerk, and filing fees must be ten-
dered with your objections, unless 
you qualify to file as an indigent 
party.  Contact probate court person-
nel for the required amount of filing 
fees.  If any objections are filed, a 
hearing will be scheduled at a later 
date.  If no objections are filed, the 
petition may be granted without a 
hearing.
DON E. WILKES
Judge of the Probate Court
By: Jeanie Hooks
Clerk of the Probate Court
P. O. Box 70
Swainsboro, Ga. 30401
Address
|
IN THE PROBATE COURT OF 
EMANUEL COUNTY STATE OF 
GEORGIA
IN RE: ESTATE OF                                              
KAREN L HELMES, DECEASED
ESTATE OF NO. 24E0068
PETITION FOR LETTERS OF 
ADMINISTRATION NOTICE
TO: ALL INTERESTED PARTIES 
and to whom it may concern:
CARL G. HELMS
has petitioned to be appointed 
administrator of the estate of KAREN 
L. HELMS deceased, of said county. 
(The petitioner has also applied for 
waiver of bond, waiver of reports, 
waiver of statements, and /or grant 
of certain powers contained in 
O.C.G.A.  53-12-261.)  All interested 
persons are hereby notified to show 
cause why said petition should not 
be granted. All objections to the peti-
tion must be in writing, setting forth 
the grounds of any such objections, 
and must be filed with the Court on 
or before JUNE 24, 2024. 
BE NOTIFIED FURTHER: All objec-

tions to the petition must be in writ-
ing, setting forth the grounds of 
any such objections. All objections 
should be sworn to before a notary 
public or before a probate court 
clerk, and filing fees must be ten-
dered with your objections, unless 
you qualify to file as an indigent 
party. Contact probate court person-
al for the required amount of filing 
fees. If any objections are filed, a 
hearing will be scheduled at a later 
date. If no objections are filed, the 
petition may be granted without a 
hearing.
DON E. WILKES
Judge of the Probate Court
By: Jeanie Hooks Clerk of the 
Probate Court
P.O. Box 70/125 S Main Street
Swainsboro, Ga. 30401
Address
(478)237-7091
Telephone Number
|
NOTICE OF SALE UNDER POWER 
STATE OF GEORGIA EMANUEL 
COUNTY By virtue of a power of 
sale contained in a certain security 
deed from Sheila Renee Boatright 
to United States of America, act-
ing through the Farmers Home 
Administration, United States 
Department of Agriculture and 
recorded in Deed Book 31, Page 42, 
Emanuel County, Georgia records 
given to secure a note in the original 
amount of $20,000.00 with interest 
on the unpaid balance until paid, 
the following described property 
will be sold at public outcry to the 
highest bidder for cash at the court-
house door of EMANUEL COUNTY, 
Georgia, or such other location with-
in the legal hours of sale on the first 
Tuesday in July, 2024, to wit: July 
02, 2024, the following described 
property: All that lot or parcel of land 
situate, lying and being in the City 
of Swainsboro, 53rd G. M. District 
of Emanuel County, Georgia, front-
ing Ninety (90) feet on the East 
side of U. S. Highway No. 1 and 
extending back in a general Easterly 
direction between paralled lines a 
distance of Three Hundred (300) 
feet, and bounded as follows: North 
by Pine Lakes, Ltd; East by Margie 
L. Boatright and Pine Lakes, Ltd.; 
South by Billy and Marrion Screws; 
and West by the right-of-way of U. 
S. No. 1. Said property is more par-
ticularly described by plat made by 
C. L. Gillis, Sr., Surveyor, on May 8, 
1961, which is recorded in the Office 
of Clerk, Emanuel Superior Court, 
in Plat Book 1, Page 389, to which 
reference is made as a more full and 
complete part of this description. 
Tax Parcel ID: S13 040 Being real 
property commonly known as 643 
N. Main St., Swainsboro, GA 30401.  
The debt secured by the above-ref-
erenced security deed has been 
declared due because of the default 
in the payment of said debt per the 
terms of the note and other possible 
defaults by the borrower or the suc-
cessor thereto. The debt remaining 
in default, this sale will be made for 
the purpose of paying the debt and 
all expenses of this sale including 
attorney’s fees (notice of intent to 
collect attorney’s fees having been 
given). Said sale will be made sub-
ject to the following items which 
may affect the title to said property: 
All restrictive covenants, easements 
and rights-of-way appearing of 
record, if any; all zoning ordinances; 
matters which would be disclosed by 
an accurate survey or by an inspec-
tion of the property; all outstanding 
or unpaid bills and assessments 
for street improvements, curbing, 
garbage, water, sewage and public 
utilities which may be liens upon said 
property; and any outstanding taxes, 
assessments and other liens supe-
rior to the security deed being fore-
closed hereby.  To the best knowl-
edge and belief of the undersigned, 
the above-described property is in 
the possession of the borrower and/
or other persons with the consent 
and acquiescence of the borrower. 
Pursuant to O.C.G.A. § 44-14-162.2, 
the name, address and telephone 
number of the person or entity who 
shall have full authority to negoti-
ate, amend, or modify all terms of 
the above-described mortgage is as 
follows:  Dawsons Management c/o 
USDA 3775 Venture Drive Duluth, 
GA 30096 770-962-4981 The fore-
going notwithstanding, nothing in 
O.C.G.A. § 44-14-162.2 shall be 
construed to require The United 
States of America, acting through 
the Secretary of Agriculture to nego-
tiate, amend, or modify the terms of 
the Security Deed described here-
in. The United States of America, 

acting through the Secretary of 
Agriculture as Attorney in Fact for 
Sheila Renee Boatright Attorney 
Contact: Miller, George & Suggs, 
PLLC 3000 Langford Road, Building 
100 Peachtree Corners, GA 30071 
Phone: 404-793-1447 Fax: 404-
738-1558 24GA414-0036 THIS 
COMMUNICATION IS FROM A 
DEBT COLLECTOR ATTEMPTING 
TO COLLECT A DEBT.  ANY 
INFORMATION OBTAINED WILL 
BE USED FOR THAT PURPOSE. 
Order Number 102655, Pub Dates: 
06/05/2024, 06/12/2024, 06/19/2024, 
06/26/2024, THE FOREST BLADE
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NOTICE TO DEBTORS AND 
CREDITORS GEORGIA, EMANUEL 
COUNTY
All creditors of the estate of William 
L. McClure, decedent, late of 
Emanuel County, are hereby noti-
fied to render in their demands to 
Jerry N. Cadle, P.C., P.O. Box 68, 
Swainsboro, GA 30401 according to 
law, and all persons indebted to said 
estate are required to make immedi-
ate payment.
This 29th day of May, 2024.
Marvin Roger Johnson, Executor of 
the Estate of     
William L. McClure, decedent
Jerry N. Cadle, P.C.
P.O. Box 68
Swainsboro, GA 30401
|
IN THE PROBATE COURT OF 
EMANUEL COUNTY STATE OF 
GEORGIA
IN RE: ESTATE OF 
LUCIUS WILLIAMS, DECEASED
ESTATE NO. 24E0071
PETITION FOR LETTERS OF 
ADMINISTRATION NOTICE
TO: ALL INTERESTED PARITES 
and to whom it may concern:
ROSA L. WILLIAMS has petitioned 
to be appointed administrator of 
the estate of LUCIUS WILLIAMS 
deceased, of said county.  (The 
petitioner has also applied for waiver 
of bond, waiver of reports, waiver 
of statements, and/or grant of cer-
tain powers contained in O.C.G.A. 
§ 53-12-261.)  All interested per-
sons are hereby notified to show 
cause why said petition should not 
be granted.  All objections to the peti-
tion must be in writing, setting forth 
the grounds of any such objections, 
and must be filed with the Court on 
or before JULY 1, 2024.  
BE NOTIFIED FURTHER: All objec-
tions to the petition must be in writ-
ing, setting forth the grounds of 
any such objections.  All objections 
should be sworn to before a notary 
public or before a probate court 
clerk, and filing fees must be ten-
dered with your objections, unless 
you qualify to file as an indigent 
party.  Contact probate court person-
nel for the required amount of filing 
fees.  If any objections are filed, a 
hearing will be scheduled at a later 
date.  If no objections are filed, the 
petition may be granted without a 
hearing.
DON E. WILKES
Judge of the Probate Court
By: Jeanie Hooks
Clerk of the Probate Court
P. O. Box 70 
Swainsboro, Ga. 30401
Address
(478) 237-7091
Telephone Number
|
GEORGIA, EMANUEL COUNTY
Notice is hereby given that ELISAMA 
MACHADO HADAWAY, also known 
as ELISAMA HERNANDEZ, the 
undersigned, filed her petition to the 
Superior Court of Emanuel County, 
Georgia, on the 30th day of May, 
2024, praying for a change in the 
name of petitioner from ELISAMA 
MACHADO HADAWAY, also known 
as ELISAMA HERNANDEZ, to 
ELISAMA MACHADO. Notice is 
hereby given pursuant to law to any 
interested or affected party to appear 
in said Court and to file objections to 
such name change. Objections must 
be filed with said Court within thirty 
(30) days of filing of said petition.
This the 30th day of May, 2024.
KRISTEN C. HALL, CLERK
EMANUEL COUNTY SUPERIOR 
COURT
JON A. LEVIS
LEVIS LAW FIRM, LLC
POST OFFICE BOX 129
SWAINSBORO, GEORGIA 30401
478.237.7029

Call Melva at 478-237-9971 to help sell your unwanted items!
Homes for sale or rent • Apartments for rent • Land for sale 

• Yard and estate sales • Miscellaneous for sale • Pets/animals 
• Help wanted • Services offered

MISC NOTICES

   WE DO not knowingly accept advertisements that discrimi-
nate, or intend to discriminate, on any illegal basis, nor do we 
knowingly accept employment advertisements that are not 
bona-fide job offers. All real estate advertisements are subject 
to the Fair Housing Act. We do not accept advertising that is in 
violation of the law. The law prohibits discrimination based on 
color, religion, sex, national origin, handicap, or family status.
   NEED TO SEND A COPY OF A DOCUMENT, LETTER, ETC., 
TO SOME PLACE IN A HURRY? The Forest-Blade can do the 
job for you in minutes with its fax machine. We can also re-
ceive copies of documents. For more information come by our 
office on West Moring Street.

RENTAL HOUSES/STORAGE UNITS

HOLSONBACK RENTALS LLC:  Homes - Apart-
ments - Storage Units.  342 W. Main St.  478.419.1333.  
Mon - Fri from 9am - 12pm, & 2pm - 5pm

PETS/ANIMALS

Animal shelter — 
We have lots of great 
family dogs as well 
as great guard dogs.
   The shelter is always 
in need of donations of 
canned and bagged dog 
food. We appreciate any 
and every donation.
If you are missing a dog 
or have found a dog, 
please call the shelter at 
478-237-4040 to report it.
Visit us on Facebook at www.
facebook.com/EmanuelCoun-
tyShelter or visit our visitor 
website, www.petstablished.
com/organization/1760/, to 
view our adoptable dogs.
Adoption fee is $35. This 
goes to pay for part of the 
spaying/neutering cost. The 
other $30 must be paid to 
the vet, by the owner after 
it has been spayed or neu-
tered. Please call the shelter 
for details. Come visit our 
adoptable dogs at 343 Mar-
ket St. in Swainsboro. We are 
open Monday through Fri-
day, 8-4, and Saturday, 8-12.

FOR RENT

3BDR/2B MOBILE HOME FOR RENT: Lo-
cated 4 miles East of Swainsboro. No pets al-
lowed. $550 dep./$550 per mth. Call 478.494.8888.
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ASSEMBLY OF GOD
FIRST ASSEMBLY OF GOD
529 S. Main St., 478-237-7535

BAPTIST
ADRIAN BAPTIST

210 N. Nora St., Adrian
David Oliver, Min., 478-668-3589

ANTIOCH PRIMITIVE BAPTIST
827 Antioch Church Rd., Twin City

Elder Jim Bowen, 912-763-3726

BAPTIST REST
 Twin City

Elder Mike Gray

BETHEL PRIMITIVE BAPTIST
231 Harmon Rd., 478-237-5387

BITHYNIA PRIMITIVE BAPTIST
2270 Hwy. 1 North

BLUNDALE BAPTIST
2675 Hwy. 1 North, 478-494-8538

Shannon Boula, Min.

CANOOCHEE BAPTIST
Twin City, 912-687-3449

Mark Wiggins, Min.

COMMUNITY BAPTIST
342 Market St., 478-237-6585

Lenard Richards, Min.

DELLWOOD BAPTIST
Hwy. 1 North

Joe Bedgood, Min.

EL BETHEL BAPTIST
1726 Fannie Brewer Rd., Twin City
Larry Jennings, Min., 478-763-2001

EMANUEL COMMUNITY BAPTIST
Adrian

EMANUEL MISSIONARY BAPTIST 
228 W Moring St., Swainsboro

Billy Brinson, Min.

FIRST BAPTIST
240 West Main St., 478-237-7564

Casey Shaw, Min.

FRIENDSHIP FREE WILL BAPTIST
Twin City

GARFIELD BAPTIST
Hwy. 23, North, Garfield
Thomas Simmons, Min.

GETHSAMANE MISSIONARY BAPTIST
195 Nunez Lexsy Rd., 912-562-3825

Mario D. Webb, Min.

GREATER ST. JAMES MISSIONARY BAPTIST
423 Hopkins St., 478-237-5873

Melvin Adams, Jr., Min.

HARVESTER BAPTIST MISSION
939 W. Main St., 478-237-6461

HAWHAMMOCK BAPTIST
27 Hawhammock Church Rd., 478-237-3429

Cail Pressey, Min.

HEBRON BAPTIST
Old McLeod Bridge Rd., 478-237-6107

Ervin Stapleton, Min.

HEBRON PRIMITIVE BAPTIST CHURCH
Hebron Road, Garfield

Will Martin, Pastor

HILLCREST BAPTIST
990 Hwy. 1 North, 478-237-6477

Josh Black, Pastor

HINES BAPTIST
Old Savanah Rd., Midville

KITE FIRST BAPTIST
Hwy. 57, Kite, 478-469-5241

Burton Dixon, Min.

LESTER GROVE MISSIONARY BAPTIST
213 Carver St., 478-237-7828

Charles Holloway, Min.

MIDVILLE FIRST BAPTIST
145 Kilpatrick St., Midville

478-589-7260

MORNINGSIDE BAPTIST
Rt. 1, Soperton

Victor W. Fordham, Jr, Min.

MOUNT GILEAD MBC OF CANOOCHEE
192 Little Canoochee Creek Rd., Twin City

Jerry Armstrong, Min., 478-237-2951

MOUNT OLIVET BAPTIST
1593 Mt. Olivet Church Rd., Garfield
J. Randy Graham, Min., 478-763-2411

MOUNT SHADY BAPTIST
Hwy 57 E., Mount Shady Rd., 912-682-1787

Rusty Moore, Min.

MOUNT ZION PRIMITIVE BAPTIST
106 Mt. Zion Church Rd.,
Elder Steve McNure, Min.

NEW HOPE PRIMITIVE BAPTIST
Lexsy

NORRISTOWN BAPTIST
731 Hwy. 221 South, Norristown

Adam Butler, Min.

NUNEZ BAPTIST
Hwy. 297, Nunez

Jim Harrell, Min., 912-562-3249

OAK CHAPEL BAPTIST CHURCH
Oak Chapel Rd., Kite

Bro. Tommy Henry, Pastor
 478-494-1488

OAK GROVE MISSIONARY BAPTIST
629 Oak Grove Church Rd.,

Alfred Cason, Min.

OHOOPEE GROVE BAPTIST
Hwy. 297, Nunez

Allan Moss, Sr., Min., 912-562-3943

OLNEY PRIMITIVE BAPTIST
202 Thomson St., Oak Park
W.H. (Bill) Durrence, Min.

PENDLETON SPRINGS MISSIONARY BAPTIST
649 Pendleton Springs Rd., Vidalia

Mark Sweat, Min., 912-578-5606

PINEY GROVE MISSIONARY BAPTIST
Cross-Green, 478-589-7658

Michael Thomas, Min.

ROUNTREE CHAPEL
722 North Railroad Ave., Twin City
W.E. Johnson, Min., 478-763-3284

ROUNTREE ISLAND MISSIONARY BAPTIST
2859 Hwy. 56 N., Summertown

Richard Lawrence, Jr., Min., 478-589-7953

SAINT GALILEE MISSIONARY BAPTIST
Saint Galilee Church Rd., Summertown

Michael Thomas, Min.

SAINT PHILIP BAPTIST
231 South Racetrack St., 478-237-9562

James E. Love, Min.

SARDIS PRIMITIVE BAPTIST
1473 Wes Lawson Rd., Kite

Elder Sam Adkins, Min., 478-469-3084

SCARBORO BAPTIST
Scarboro Church Rd., Twin City

Larry Compton, Min.
478-763-2202

SMITH GROVE BAPTIST
50 Mixon Rd., 478-237-9920
Wilbert J. Kennedy Sr., Min.

SOUTHSIDE INDEPENDENT BAPTIST
336 Lambs Bridge Rd., 478-237-6057

Chad Kennison, Min.

SPRING HILL INDEPENDENT BAPTIST
901 Lambs Bridge Rd., 478-237-5269

Bert Flanders, Min.

SPRINGFIELD MISSIONARY BAPTIST
Hwy. 86, Oak Park

Willie Jackson, Jr. Min.

STILLMORE MISSIONARY BAPTIST
203 E. 3rd Ave., Stillmore

George E. Archer, Jr. Min., 912-562-3344

SUMMERTOWN BAPTIST
Church St., Summertown

John Durden, Min.

TRINITY MISSIONARY BAPTIST
311 McLendon St., 478-237-2038

Dr. Charles Wiggins, Jr., Min.

TWIN CITY FIRST BAPTIST
22 Railroad St., 478-763-2654

Stewart Moody, Min.

UNION CHAPEL BAPTIST
Garfield, 478-763-3755

UNITED FELLOWSHIP BAPTIST
114 NE Railroad Ave, Oak Park

Larry Perkins, Min.

UNITED PRIMITIVE BAPTIST
242 W. Main St., 229-424-6486

Elder Paul Thomas, Min.

WILLOW SPRINGS MISSIONARY BAPTIST
1950 Hwy. 80 East., 478-237-5004

CATHOLIC
HOLY TRINITY CATHOLIC

928 West Main St., 478-237-6783
Fr. Christopher Orlega

CHRISTIAN
EMANUEL CHRISTIAN MINISTRIES

1338 Lambs Bridge Rd., 478-763-3014
Bo Fordham, Min.

CHURCH OF CHRIST
SWAINSBORO CHURCH OF CHRIST

653 Turner Dr., 941-960-4747
Darnell Brown, Min.

CHURCH OF GOD
BEACON OF HOPE CHURCH OF GOD

560 East Pine St., 478-237-8509
John Hancock, III, Min.

BLACKVILLE CHURCH OF GOD
12106 Hwy. 15 S., Adrian, 912-529-4959

Kip Boswell, Min.

EASTWOOD CHURCH OF GOD
512 Thigpen Dr., 478-237-5522

Andrew Flowers, Min.

OAK PARK CHURCH OF GOD
180 GA Hwy. 86 E., Lyons

912-578-5901

OAK CHAPEL 
BAPTIST CHURCH

Oak Chapel Rd., Kite

Bro. Tommy Henry, Pastor

 478-494-1488



The Forest-Blade • www.EmanuelCountyLive.com • Swainsboro, Georgia • June 5, 2024 9B

EPISCOPAL
EPISCOPAL CHURCH OF THE 

GOOD SHEPHERD
621 West Main St.,478-237-7122

Steve Larson, Min.

GOSPEL
DIVINE FULL GOSPEL TEACHING MINISTRY

10 Maple Rd., Twin City
Mable Clark, Min., 478-289-8260

HOLINESS
COLEMAN TEMPLE HOLINESS

62 Overstreet Rd.
Robert Coleman, Sr., Min.

MARANATHA PENTECOSTAL HOLINESS
E. Main St., 912-237-3516

PERFECTED LOVE HOLINESS
1127 Hwy. 80 E., 478-237-4598

Dean Martin, II, Min.

WILLIAMS CHAPEL HOLINESS
415 Felix St., 478-289-6060

Apostle Clyde Fowler, Sr., Min.

JEHOVAH’S WITNESSES
KINGDOM HALL OF 

JEHOVAH’S WITNESSES
1064 Old Wadley Rd., 478-237-4525

METHODIST
ADRIAN METHODIST

207 Poplar St., Adrian, 478-668-3559
Mark Hardin, Min.

CALVARY METHODIST CHURCH
421 South Main St., 478-237-2191

Tom Tidwell, Min.

COLEMAN CHAPEL AME
14 Kemp Rd., 

Samuel A. Cooper, Jr., Min.

EVERGREEN EBENEZER METHODIST
Kemp Rd. & Ebenezer Church Rd.

Dwight Watt., Min.

FIRST METHODIST OF SWAINSBORO
319 West Main St., 478-237-7535

David Unkles, Min.

FRANKLIN GROVE METHODIST CHURCH
Swainsboro 

GARFIELD UNITED METHODIST
105 Monroe St., Garfield

Brantley Horton

KEA’S METHODIST
Adrian, 478-668-3559
Mark Hardin, Min.

LAMB’S CHAPEL UNITED METHODIST
61 Lamb’s Chapel Road,Midville

Bob Norwood, Min.

MIDVILLE METHODIST CHURCH
Midville • 589-7251 • 589-7837

Pastor Randy Carnley 

NEW BEULAH UNITED METHODIST
New Beulah Rd. near Twin City

OAK PARK UNITED METHODIST
Williamson St & Oak Park Ave

Jimmy Cason,Min.

POPLAR SPRINGS METHODIST
Adrian, 478-668-3559
Mark Hardin, Min.

STILLMORE UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
219 East 3rd Ave, Stillmore

Kevin Palmore, Pastor

TWIN CITY 
METHODIST

212 S. College St., Twin City
Randall Smith, Min., 478-763-2527

UNION GROVE METHODIST
1168 Herndon Rd., Midville

Randy Carnley, Min., 478-589-7251

MORMON
CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST OF LATTER-DAY 

SAINTS
463 West Meadowlake Pkwy., 478-237-2645

PENTECOSTAL
ADA GROVE PENTECOSTAL

1234 McGarrh Mill Pond Rd., 478-589-7122
Bishop T.V. Outen

PENTECOSTAL LIGHTHOUSE
Hwy. 1 North, 478-237-0923

Ronnie Young, Min.

OTHER
BROWN’S CHAPEL CENTER OF DELIVERANCE

515 N. Green St., 478-289-0075
Frankie O’Neal, Min.

CHURCH OF JESUS APOSTOLIC FAITH
511 Miller Dr., 478-237-5566

Elder Willie Freeman

CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST
304 W. Main St., Adrian

478-668-3624

CONSUMING FIRE MINISTRIES
710 Sycamore St., 478-299-4826

CORINTH 
1989 Meeks Rd., Kite

Wes Webb, Min., 478-688-3372

DUNAMOUS ALLIANCE MISSION OUTREACH
(Angel Food Ministry)

Missionary Leon Griffin 
237-7775

EMMANUEL WORSHIP CENTER
915 Old Nunez Rd., 912-551-2197

Kenneth Edge, Min.

FAITH MIRACLE REVIVAL FELLOWSHIP
426 William Rountree Rd., 478-237-5968

FAITH OUTREACH DELIVERANCE
216 S. Green St., 478-237-7545

Randy Thornton, Min.

GATEWAY WORSHIP CENTER
223 Shepard Rd., 478-455-2033

Jan Brantley, Min.

GOD’S HOLY TABERNACLE FOR ALL
398 Parrish Pond Rd., Twin City • 478-763-4475

Amos Handsom, Jr, Min.

GOD’S TABERNACLE
506 Railroad St., Twin City

Richard Herndon, Min., 478-763-3160

HOME OF THE APOSTLE OUTREACH MINISTRY
106 North Green St., 478-237-9873

Gary Hackett, Min.

JESUS SAVES
138 Hwy. 56 N Swainsboro, 478-455-4367

Brad McKenzie, Min.

LIVING WAY MINISTRIES
213 Oak Grove Church Rd., 478-299-2819

Elizabeth Cleo Howard, Min.

LOVE IN ACTION WORSHIP CENTER
661 S. Main St., 478-237-5263

MT. ZION 
1719 Mt. Olivet Church Rd., Garfield

Johnny Branch, Min.

NEW BEGINNINGS IN CHRIST
116 Augusta Rd., Twin City

478-763-2649

NEW BEGINNINGS WORSHIP CENTER
915 W. Main St., 478-279-2111

Tim Price, Min.

NEW BETHEL BELIEVERS IN CHRIST
328 Jerome St., 478-237-4082

NEW HOPE WORLD OUTREACH
211 Lee St., 478-237-0003
Jeanette H. Hardin, Min.

NEW TESTAMENT MISSIONARY 
OUTREACH

1033 Durden Road, Twin City
Cheryl Brantley,  Min.

478-763-3937

OPEN ARMS OUTREACH MINISTRY & PRAISE
503 5th Ave., Twin City

George E. Coleman, Min., 478-763-3189

OPEN DOOR FELLOWSHIP
224 B West Morning St., 478-268-2308

Pastor Dolly

PAGES OF LIFE CHRISTIAN
 WORSHIP CENTER

109 Jackson St., 478-419-5021
Marcella R. Hannah, Sr., Min.

POWERHOUSE OF DELIVERANCE 
ASSEMBLIES

547 Lewis St., 478-625-7028
Apostle Antonio T. Pringle, Sr., Min.

ROCK WORSHIP CENTER
302 S. 2nd St., Stillmore

912-562-3164
Ronnie J. Collins, Min.

SHEKANAH GLORY WORSHIP CENTER
859 Hwy. 1, 478-237-7686

Alice Stafford, Min.

ST. PAUL NOAH’S ARK AME
33 Humpback St. • Midville

478-237-9302
Minnie Pitts, Min. 

TEMPLE OF GRACE
51 Overstreet Rd., Swainsboro

478-289-7273

THE CROSSROADS
529 South Main St., 912-237-3498

Levi Carpenter, Min.

THE MESSAGE WORSHIP CENTER
609 New Street, Twin City

Paul Bowen, Min., 478-763-2720

THE SEED OF LIFE IS JESUS MINISTRIES
120 South Green St.

Jessie Mae Scott, Min.

VICTORY TEMPLE
318 Lucky St., 478-289-9844

WILLIAMS GROVE CHURCH OF THE LIVING 
GOD

302 W. Martin Luther King Jr., Blvd., 478-237-6917

WINGS OF PRAYER MINISTRIES
509 5th Ave., Twin City

James Davis, Min., 478-763-2410

Joshua 1
 The Lord in-

structed Joshua to pre-
pare the people of Israel 
to cross the Jordan Riv-
er into the land He was 
about to give them. He 
said, “ I will give you 
every place where you 
set your foot, as I prom-
ised Moses. Your terri-
tory will extend from 
the desert to Lebanon, 
and from the great river, 
the Euphrates all the 
Hittite country to the 
Great Sea on the west. 
No one will be able 
to stand up against 
you all the days of 

your life. As I was with 
Moses, so I will be with 
you; I will never leave 
you nor forsake you.

“Be strong and coura-
geous, because you will 
lead these people to in-
herit the land I swore to 
their forefathers to give 
them. Be strong and 
very courageous.

Be careful to obey all 
the law my servant Mo-
ses gave you; do not 

turn from it to the right 
or to the left, that you 
may be successful wher-
ever you go. Do not let 
this Book of the Law de-
part from your mouth; 
meditate on it day and 
night, so that you may 
be careful to do every-
thing written in it. Then 
you will be prosperous 
and successful.

Have I not command-
ed you? Be strong and 

courageous. Do not be
terrified; do not be 

discouraged, for the 
LORD your God will 
be with you wherever 
you go.”

God’s Command to Joshua
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